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ERRATA. 


tN the Minutes of Evidence, Page 1326, the Whole of the Ophium Contraft fliould 
have been entered, inftead of the fliort Extraft thereof, read from the Confultation 
of the 5th June 1781. 

The faid Contraft is as follows : 

Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, suiivjm’i 
this Fifth Day of June, in the Year of Chrift One thoufand feven hundred and eighty- comrjMiL 
one, between the Governor General and Council of the Prcfidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, on the Behalf of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indies, of the one Part, and Stephen Sulivan of Fort William atorefaid Gentleman, 
of the other Part, in Manner and Form following ; that is to fay, 

** Whereas it is agreed between the faid Stephen Sulivan, and the faid Governor General and 
Council of the Prcfidency of Fort William on the Behalf of the faid United Company, that the 
faid Stephen Sulivan (hall fupply the faid United Company, during the Space of Four Years from 
the ift Day of September next, with the fcvcral certain annual Quantities of Ophium lierein-after 
mentioned i that is to fay, with Two thoufand Maunds ^ Year, to be made at the icvcial Places 
hercin-aftcr mentioned in the Province of Bengal, and Three thoufand fix hundred and fixty Maunds 
^ Year to be made in the Province of Bahar, together with fuch further Qiiantities as can be 
provided in each Year in each of the faid Provinces, on being paid for the fame at the Kates and 
Prices hcrein-aftcr mentioned ; and that an Advance (hall be made to the faid Stephen Sulivan by 
the faid United Company, at the Commencement of each Year, for Half the Price of the Opium 
which he is annually to be bound to deliver as is hcrcin-aftcr mentioned •, and that, in cale during the 
Courfc of the Bufinefs in any one Year, the faid Stephen Sulivan fhall (land in need of greater 
Advances than the Half of fuch Amount, that then fuch further Advances (hall be made to him by 
the faid United Company as he (hall require, provided the fame whole Advances (hall not exceed 
the total Amount of the Opium to be delivered in fuch Year at the Price' concraded for: And 
alfo, that the faid Stephen Sulivan, in confidcraiion of the faid Contraft and Agreement lo made as 
aforefaid, and that the faid Governor General and Council have agreed to aflift and proteft the faid 
Stephen Sulivan in the cxclufivc Right of providing the Opium which can be made in fuch Pro- 
vinces aforefaid, as far as they lawfully may or can, (hall pay to the faid United Company an 
annual Sum of Ten thoufand Sicca Rupees, in fuch Manner and at luch Times as herein-afier inen- 
fioned. Now thefe Prefents witnefs, that the faid United Company, in confideration of fuch Sum 
of Ten thoufand Sicca Rupees to be paid as aforefaid, and of the Covenants and Agreements herein- 
after contained, on the Part and Behalf of the faid Stephen Sulivan to be performed and kept, do 
for thcmlclves, their Succcflbrs and Afllgns, covenant, promife and agree, to and with the faid 
Stephen Sulivan, his Executors, Adminiflrators and Afllgns, that they the faid United Com().iny, 
theii SuccefFors and AHigns, fhall and will, fo far as they lawfully may or can fupport, maintain 
and pioted him the faid Stephen Sulivan, his fclxecutors and Adminiflrators, in the exdufivc Pii- 
vileg'.* of cullecling and providing the Opium to be produced within the Piovinces or Dilliids of 
Heiig.d and Bahar, for and during the full lind and Term of Four Years from the hull Day ot 
September next enfuing the Day of the Date of thefe Prefents *, and that he the faid Stephen Sub- 
v.m, his Executors and Adminillrators, fhall receive from them the faid United Company, thiir 
Succcflbrs and Afllgns, all fuch Support and Afllllancc in the IVemifes as has been hcretofrae 
iilually granted to the former Contrador with the faid United Company for Oj^ium within the Pro- 
Vinces or Diflrids afoiefaid, and fo far as rhe faid United Company can or may lawfully gi.mt lueh 
Support and Afllflance in the Premifes. And alfo, that he the laid Stephen Sulivan, his f xeciitois 
and Adminiflrators, (hall receive and be paid by or on Behalf of the faid United Comp my, lor 
the (^antity of Three thoufand fix hundred and fixty Maunds herein-alter covenanted bv him to 
b'/ Yearly produced and n'lade m tlic Province of Bahar, the Pr.ee or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca 
Rupees per Maund for every Maund thereof; and alfo a further Sum of 7’wo Rupees and an 
Half Cent, on the net Proceeds of fuch Opium, at the Medium of rhe Sales thereof in Calcutta : 

And alfo, that he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his t^xeciuors and Adminiflrators, fhall receive and he 
])aid, by or on Behalf of the faid United Company, the Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and 
every Chcll or Two Maunds of Opium, which fliall be produced and delivered by him to the laid 
United Company, above the fiid C^antity of Three thoufand fix hundred and fixty Maunils, as a 
Premium, and exclufivc of and over and above the faid Price or Sum of Ninety- five Sicca Ku|-ees 
Maund, and Two Rupees and an Half Cent, hercin-beforc mentioned. AncPallo, that for the 
'J'wo thoufand Maunds of Opium herein-after covenanted by him to be yearly produced and made m 
the feveral Diflri^ls of Boglepore, Havely, Mongheer, Purnea, Rungpoie, and Bahar Bund, that 
the faid Stephen Sulivan, hii» Executors and Adminiflrators, (hall receive and be paid, by or on the 
part and Behalf of the faid United Company, the Price or Sum of One hundred and twenty Sicca 
Rupees per Maund ; and alfo, a further Sum of Twelve ^ Cent, upon any Extra-advantc to be 
made by him or them upon all and every fuch further and other Qtiantity or Quantities as fliall be 
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tltliveretl by him or them, in each and every Year, over and above the faid Qiiantity of Two 
thoulund Maunds. And further, that he, the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Admini- 
llrators, (hall receive in Advance, and be paid by or on Behalf of the faid United Company, One 
Half Part of the Amount of the Money to become due to him, under and by virtue of ihefe Pre- 
fents, for the laid exprcls Qiiantity ol Five thoufand fix hundred and fixty Maunds of Opium, fo 
foon after the Firft Day of September next enfuing the Date of thefe Prefents, and in the early 
Part of each of the enfuing Years, eonfidering each of fuch Years to begin in the fame Month of 
ScptembiT, as the fame conveniently may be, together with any fuch further or larger Sum of Mo- 
ney than fuch Half Part, if fuch further Advances during the Courfc of any Year (hall be found 
nccelfary, and (hall be required by him the faid Stephen Sulivan ; provided ncverthclefs, that fuch 
Sum of Money lo to be further advanced, together with fuch firft Advance to be made to the faid 
Stephen Sulivan, as atorefaid, (hall not exceed the Sum of Money which he the faid Stephen Sulivan 
in any one Year will become entitled to under the faid Prefents, for each Quantity of Opium to be 
annually delivered as aforelaid. And alfo that he, the faid Stephen Sulivan, his fc.xccutors and 
Adminiftrators, lhall receive and be paid the Remainder of fuch Monies fo to become due to him 
as alorefaid, it the fame (hall not have been previoufiy advanced, in the Icvcral Proportions and 
Manner following; that is to lay, One Fourth Part of the Amount of each Cheft, at the Time 
of the Delivery thereof, manufaftured by the faid Stephen Sulivan as hereinafter mentioned, and 
the remaining Fourth Part of the whole Amount of the faid ftipulatcd Quantity at the Time of the 
final Adjullment of the Accounts of the ('aid Stephen Sulivan with the faid United Company or 
(iovernor (k ru ral and Council, on Account of the Opium to be delivered as hercin-before and hcrc- 
in-aficr is meniionecl. And the faid Stephen Sulivan, for the Confiderations aforefaid, and for other 
good ('aufes and Confiderations him thereunto moving, doth hereby for himfclf, his Heirs, Execu- 
tors and Adminiftrators, covenant, promife and agree, to and with the faid United Coiupany of 
Merchants of Fnglancl, their SuccelTors and Alfigns, in Manner and Form following ; that is to fay, 
d'hat he the (aid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (ball and will, yearly and every 
Year, that is to fay, in the Month of Auguft in each Year, during the Continuance of thefe Prefents 
(l'ub)cd nevcrihclcls to fuch Provifoes as hercin-aftcr is contained), well and truly pay or caul'c to be 
paid into the IVcafury of the laid United Company, at Fort William aforefaid, or to fuch Perfon or 
J\rfons as (hall for that Purpofe be lawfully authorized and appointed to receive the fame, the 
Sum of Sicca Rupees Ten thoufand. And alfo, that he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and 
Aciininillratois, (hall and will by himfclf ami themfelves, and his and their refpedivc Agents, col- 
Icwt, procure, and provide, within fuch tlie Provinces and Diftrifts as aforefaid, the full Quantity 
of hive thoufand l:x hundred and fixty Maunds of Opium of the belt Quality, and at lealt equal 
to the (^lality of the belt Opium of the Dutch Halt India Company, in each and every Year, 
(luring the faid Four Years ; that is to fay, Within the faid Province of Baharthe faid Quantity of 
'I hi ee ihouland fix hundred and fixty Maunds hciein-beforc mentioned, and in the laid feveral Diftiiifts 
of Boglcpore, Il.ivcdy, Mongheer, Purnea, Rungpore and Baharbund, hcrcin-before mentioned, the 
further Quaruiiy of Fwo thoufand Maunds; and (hall and will procure and provide fuch tuulirr 
and other (jjtiaiitity of Opium, of equal good Quality with the Calamity abovcmentioneJ, as can 
(ii* may lawfully and lealonably be colleiftcd, procured and provided, within the fame Provinces or 
Jfillrids, and eveiy of them : And alfo lhall and will well and tiuly deliver, or caufe to be deli- 
vered, 10 or on liehalt of the faid United^Company, unto the Servants of the faid United Company, 
:u flu: Klialf.i of ihe faid United Company at Foit William aforefaid, with Inch Allowances and 
CoiKiru./ iiries lor the IVlivery of it as was and are made to John Mackenzie Ffquire, for the 
( q>iii;n ddivered by the laid John Mackenzie F Iquire at the Khalfa aforefaid ; that is to fay, After 
1 , 1 . R.re of I’vn ciirrcni Rupees for each and cveiy Cheft of Opium which (hall be delivered Iron) 
the Piovince of B.ihar, and of I'cn current Rupees for each and every Chelt of all the Opium 
u.uh inall be delivered from the Province of Bengal, tlie Whole and every Paic and Parcel of the 
I lul Opuiin to be u-'lledetl, procured and provided as aforelaid in its crude State; and (liall and 
will well and luilicieiHly manufadure, and caufe and procure fuch Opium to be manufaiftured, ac 
iiitli Fhues relpe(^lively, or at any or either of them, under and lubjecT: to the Supermccnd.inte, 
ConfKMil and Diredion of fuch Perfon and Perfons particularly, as the Governor General and 
C ounc il lhall fr^ m ] ime to 1'ime.appoinc for that Purpofe, free and clear of every Expence, and 
all C(dls and Charges wlutfocvcr (lave the feveral and relpeeT:ive Prices and Sums of Money hercin- 
bcfuie (ovenanted and agreed to be paid him for the fame). And the laid Stephen Sulivan, for 
himlelf, his Heirs, Executors and Adminiftrators doth further covenant, promife, and agree, to 
and with the laid United Company, that if Default (hall be made in the Delivery of the laid ili- 
pu'umd (^lantity of Three ihoufand fix hundred and fixty Maunds of Bahar Opium, or any Parc 
il.Lirur, yearly and every Year during fuch Time and Times as hercin-before mei.lioned, that 
liui), and in fuch Cafe, he the (aid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors ^nd AdminilLators, lhall and 
will Weil and truly |)ay, or caufe to be paid, unto the faid United Compaii}, or to the (aid Go- 
veii ci Ccneial and Council (<n Behalf of tlic laid United Company, the full and juft Sum of 
1 lute bundled Sicca Rupees (over and above and exclufivc of the Money herein-beforc covenanted 
re 1 atmeed to be paid him in Advance on Account of each and every fuch Maund of Opium as 
. loietaid, and which Advance he will well and truly lepay for each and every Cheft of Opium 
w iiiJi Ihill be fo deficient as aforefaid, and for dated Damages hereby fixed and agreed upon to be 
p ii.l on Account of any fuch Ihort Delivery ; and alfo that he the laid Stephen Sulivan, his Execu- 
tuis and Adminiftrators, lhall and will well and truly pay, or cauic to be paid, to the faid United 
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Company, ortothcfaid Governor General and Council for and on Account of the faid United 
Company, the further Sum of Seven hundred and fifty Sicca Rupees t .r each and every Chtd of 
Opium which he or they (hall at any I ime during luth Four Years as aforefaid fell, barter, or in 
any Manner, diredlyor indiredl), difpolc of or deliver to any Perfon or Ferfons whomfoever 
other than and except the faid United Company, and the Agents and Servants for receiving the 
fame for and on Account of the faid United Company ; it being the true Intent and Meaning of thefc 
Frefents, and of the Parties to the lame, that no Part of the Opium which can or may be provided 
by the faid Stephen Sutivan, under and by virtue of thefc Prefents, in the Provinces aforefaid, (hall 
be difpofed of or delivered to any Perlbn but for and on Account of the faid United Company, 
under any Excufc or Pretence whatfoever. And laftly, the laid Stephen Sulivan doth for himlelf, 
his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, further undertake, promife and agree, to and with tlic 
faid United Company, their SucceflTors and AlTigns, that he the laid Stephen Sulivan, his Execu- 
tors, Adminiftrators and Aftigns, (hall and will well and truly pay, or caufc to be paid, unto the 
faid United Company, their SuccelTors and AtTigns, fuch Duties upon all and every Part of fuch 
Opium which may happen to be imported by him or them into the faid Provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, from Ghazipore, the Diftrift of the Rajah of Banaras, or the Province * Oude, which are 
ufually paid by all other common Merchant Adventurers or other Perfons whatfoever. In Witnefs 
whereof, the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc the Governor General, and Edward Whcler 
Efquire, Counfcllorof the faid Prcfidency of Fort William, to one Part of thele Prefents, delivered 
to the faid Stephen Sulivan, have fet their Hands, and have caufed the Common Seal of the faid 
United Company to be affixed •, and the faid Stephen Sulivan to one other Part thereof, delivered 
to the faid Governor General and Council for the faid United Company, hath fet his Hand and 
Seal, the Day and Year firft above written. 

” Sealed and delivered, 

(Where no Stamps are in Ufe or to be had) 

In the Prcfencc of 

Edw‘ Whcler.” 


Sic in Oilj# 
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minutes of the Evidence taken at the Trial of WARREN 
HASTINGS Elquire, late Governor General of Bengal, at the 
Bar of the Houle 6f Lords in Weftminfter Hall, upon an Impeach- 
ment againll him for High Crimes and MilHemeanors, by the 
Knights, Citizens, and BurgelTes, in Parliament alTembled, in the 
Name of themielves, and of all the Commons of Great Britain. 


Die Luna, 25 ° February 1788 . 


T he Managers for the Commons havin|; finifhed their Opening of the Firft 
Article, a^uainted the Houfe, that, previous to th«r entering into Proof of the 
Fa6ts alledg^ in the (add Firft Article, they would mve Evidence of the general 
Matter ftated in the Preamble j after which, they would proceed to call Evidence in 
fupport of the feveral Allegations of the faid Firft Article, as nearly in the Order of 
the Fa6Vs therein ftated, as the Nature of the Circumftances would admit ; beginning 
firft with general Evidence of the Situation of the Rajah Bulwant Sing, and of the 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, at the feveral Times in the faid Firft Article refpeftively mentioned : 

And thereupon they called 

THOI^AS MORTON, who being fwom, was examined as follows : 

What Situatipn are you in under the Eaft India Company i 
A. I am their S^retary. 

Qj_ What Papers are thofc which you have in your Hands ? 

A. The Charter i>f the Eaft India Company under the Great Seal of England, dated 5th Sep- 
tember 1698. Anns 10 Gul. III. 

The Managerstor the Commons defired, that that Part of the Charter might be read 
which grants to he Eaft India Company a Power to appoint their own Officers and 
Governors in thefeaft Indies. 

Accordingly, the Charter being delivered in at the Table, the follomng Extraft 
was read by the Cprk. 

“ And Wee doe, jf Our moft efpeciall Grace, certain Knowledge, and mcere Motion, for Us, 
Our Heires and Succ^ors, give and grant unto the faid Engliih Company tradeing to the Eaft 
Indies, that the faid Company for the Time being ihall and may have the Ordering, Rule, and 
Government of all fiiy Forts, Faftorics, and Plantations, as (hall be att thy Time hereafter fettled 
by or under the faid Imglilh Company, within the Eaft Indies and Parts l^ore mentioned ; and 
fhall and may name aip appoint Governours and Officers from Time to Time in and for the faid 
Forts, Faiftoiyes, and Plantations-, and them to remove and difplace att their Will and Pleafure. 
And that fuch Goveruurs and Officers fhall and may, according to the DircAions of the fame 
Company, raife, trainl and muftcr, fuch Military Forces as (hall or may be neceflary for the 
Defence of the faid FoK Places, and Plantations refpedively, (the Soveraigne Right, Power, and 
Dominion over all thi laid Forts, Places, and Plantations, to Us, Our Heires, and Succcffors, 
being always refcrved).; 

Then the Witneflwas direfled to produce the Minutes of the Committee of Corref- 
pondcnce of the Eaftiindia Company of the 9th April 1771. 

The Witnefs prodjeed a Book, marked with the Letter A, and intituled, ** Minute 
Book 1770 j” whichjbcing delivered in, an Extraft from A Minute of the Court of 
Direftors, held on yuefday the 9th April 1771, in Page 498 of the faid Book, was 
read by the Clerk, am is as follows * : 


* To avoid ReMtition, jl may be proper to obferve in this Place, thtt where an ExtraA only it fet forth 
from a Minute, Confoltati^ Letter, or other Document produced, it is. to be underAood at including evety 
Thing in fuch Miqute, CoSultation, Letter, or other Document, relative to the SubjeA Matter of ^ faid 

ExtraA. ' 


A z 


Minutes 


Skin ti. 
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“ Minutci of the Committee of Correfpondence, dated the 8th inftant and this Day, being 
read j , 

“ Rcfolvcd by the Ballot, That Warren Haftings Efquire, Second of Council at Port Saint 
George, be appointed to the Ikmc Sution in the Council at Fort William, and to fuccaed to the 
Government in cafe of the Death or Abfence of John Cartier Efquire.” 

Then the Witnefs was aiked j 

Qi Whether that is, or is not, the ufual Mode by which the Eaft India Company appoint their 
Servants abroad without any other Inilrument ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. (from a Lord.) Without any other inftrument? 

A. An Inftrument follows. 

Have you got that Inftrument here ? 

A. The ufual Inftrument is a Commiflion under the Company’s Seal, whicfi is tranfmitted to 
the Prefidcnt and Council at Bengal in the Original. 

ILve you a Copy of it ? 

A. There was no Inftrument accompanying this Appointment. There is a Paragraph appoint# 
ing Mr. Haftings to the Government of Bengal in a General Letter of the lotn April 1771. 

The Managers for the Commons defircd. That the i62d Paragrapji of the Letter 
mentioned by the Witnefs, of the loth April 1771, which contains me ori^nal Appoint- 
ment of Warren Haftings Efquire, to be Second of Council at Fort William, and to 
fiiccecd Mr. Cartier as Prefident and Governor of Bengal, might be riad. 

The Counfel for the Defendant obferved, That in point of Regularity, the Receipt 
of this Letter in Bengal ought to be firft proved. 

The Managers for the Commons being heard in anfwer to this Obfervation, the 
Paragraph was ordered to be read de bene e£e, and not to be confidejed as Evidence, 
unlefs it fliould apjiear by fome fubfequent Letter from Bengal that the Letter of the 
10th April 1771, was received there. 

Then the Witnefs produced a Book marked with the Letter B, and intituled, Ben- 
gal Difpatches 23 March 1770, to 10 April 1771 and the fame being delivered in, 
the 1 6 2d Paragraph of a General Letter from the Court of DireftorS to the Prclident 
and Council at Fort William in Bengal, dated the loth of April 1771, beginning in 
Page 72 1 of the faid Cook, was read by the Clerk, and is as follows j 

P.iragr3ph 162. “ Confidering the Importance of the Government of Bejgal, and being well 
perfuaded of the Abilities of Warren Haftings Efquire for the due Difchage of the Omcc of 
(iovernor; wc do hereby appoint him Second of Council at Fort William, and to fuccccd Mr. 
Cartier as Prefident and Governor of Bengal: And wc have accordingly dirked Mr. Haftings to 
proceed to Fort William as expeditioufty as pofllble, to take his Scat in Council at your Prefi- 
dtney. 

Wc are you( loving Friends, 

‘ Ja. Cockburn, , G. Colcfrookc, 

London, Daniel Wicr, J. Furling, 

loth April 1771. Wm. James, ThomatKous, 

John Michie, Henry Crab Itoulton, 

Wm. Devaynes, Frederick Pigou, 

Rolxrt Gregory, Edwar^Holdcn Cruttenden, 

Benj, Booth, George Cuming, 

John Roberts, Henry favage, 

Charles Chambers jun. John lirrifon, 

Pet. Lafcclks. 

Then the Witnefs was direfted to produce a Letter from the Quit of Dire^lors, of 
the 25th of April 1771. 

The Managers for the Commons bdng afked, if they were apprfed whether there was 
or was not a Commiflion upon this Occalion, anfwered. They wre appriled that there 
was no Commiflion upon this Occalion, nor even any upon the \ppointment of Mr. 
Haftings to the Prefidcncy of Foit William. 

Then the Witnefs produced a Book, marked (C), intituled, " Bengal Difpatches, 
from the 25th April 1771, to loth December 1773 j” and the fa|ne being delivered in, 
the 4th Paragraph of an additional General Letter from the Court of Du^ors to the 
Prefident and Council at Foot William in Bengal, dated acth Adil 1771, from Page 2 
in the faid Book, was read by the Clerk, and is as follows : 

7 “By 
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« Bythehcfore.gbiftgRfin6fti of Mr.Bccherftom the Council* and of Meff. ftulTcll and 
Floyerjio tjjcir rcfpcaivc Swtioiu upon, the Fort St. George Eftabljfhmenti and the Appointment 
of Mr. Ballings (by our Letter of the loth inftantj to fucceed Mr. Cartier at your Prefidcncy , 
and having likewlfc rc-adtnitted Meff. RumboW and Dacres into our Service* it becomes neceffary to 
make a new Arrangement of our Council} We therefore dircil that, upon the Receipt hereof, it 
be compfed of the following . Gentlemen, notwithftanding oUr Orders of the 23d March 1770, for 
limiting the Number of Council to Nine Members, exdulive of the Commander in Chief. 

“ John Cartier Elquire, Prefident and Governor. 

Warren Ballings El'quirc—Second j and » fucceed to the Government, in cafe 
of the Death, or coming away of Mr. Cartier, 

Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker. Third (or the Commander in Chief for the 

Time being}, but not to rife higher. 

Mr. James Alexander, Fourth. 

Thomas Rumbold, Fifth. 

Samuel Middleton, Sixth* 

William Alderfey, Seventh, 

Thomas Kelfall, Eighth. 

John Reed, Ninth. 

Francis Hare, Tenth. 

Jofeph Jekyll, Eleventh. 

Philip Milner Dacres, Twelfth. 

Thomas Lane, Thirteenth. 

Richard BarwcIJ, Fourteenth, and laft of Council.’* 

Thai the Witnefs was dire£l«d to withdraw. 

To prove that, in confequence of the Extracts read from the ahove-nlehtiorwld Letters, 
Mr. Haftings took his Seat at the Board of Council at Fort William, and aded in virtue 
thereof, the Managers for the Commons defired Mr. Robert Hudfon might be called. 

The Managers for the Commons being alkcd, if k would not be proper that Mr. Car- 
tier’s Coramilfion ftiould be read, in order to (hew what the Nature and Defeription of 
the Authority of the Prefident of the Council at Fort William was j anfwered, That, if 
it was thought material, they would produce it To-morrow. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in j and, being fwom, was examined' 
as follows : 

Qj^ What Book do you hold in your Hand ? 

A. The Bengal Confultations in the Year 1772, as fent to the Court of Dirciftors. 

Q. Is that the Correfpondcnce tranfmitted to the Court of Dkedlors from Bengal ? 

A. Yes. ® 

The Managers for the Commons defired the Confultation 0" the aoth February 1772 
might be read. 

The Witnefs produced a Book, marked with the Letter D, intituled, “ Fort Williani 
Confultations, Public Department, from 3d January to 7th April 1772,” and indorfed 
Vol. I. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Q. Is the Confultation you are going to read figned ? 

A. It is figned, Warren Haftings, Richard Barwell, 

William Alderfey, Henry Goodwin. 

Thomas Lane, 

The Managers for the Commons demanded of the Counfel for the Defendant, Whe- 
ther they would put them upon proving the Defendant’s Hand Writing ? 

To which the Counfel anfwered, That, in Point of Regularity, the Managers for 
the Commons ought to prove the Defendant’s Hand Writing j but that they would 
not put them to it. 

Then the following Extrafl was read by the Clerk from the faid Book. 

* “ Fort William, aoth Feb. 1772. 

“ At a Confultation ; Prefent, 

The Hon. John Cartier, Efq. 

f Philip M. Dacres, 

} Thomas Lane, 

Efquirci. < Richard Barwell, 

I James Lawreli, 

(Henry Goodwin. 

B « Mr, 


Warren Bailings, 
James Alexander, 
William Alderfey, 
John Read, 
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“ Mr. Haftings being arrived, now takes his Seat at the Board, after having the cuftomary 
Oaths aclminiftercd.” [Signed, at the End of the Confultation, 

Warren Haftings, Richard Harwell, 

W. Alderfcy, H. Goodwin.] 

Tho. Lane, 

Have you got the Form of the Oaths in that Book ? 

A, It is not in this Book. 

Then the Witnefs produced a Book marked with the Letter E, and intituled, “ Beng. 
Lett. Rec. 30 Aug. 1771, to 24 April 1772 and the fame being delivered in, the 9th 
Paragraph of a General Letter from Bengal, dated the 13th April 1772, to the Court of 
Diredtors, was read by the Clerk, and is as follows : 

Par. 9. “ In Conformity to your Orders, our late Prefident, Mr. Cartier, this Day refigned the 
Charge of this Government to Mr. Haftings, and has availed himfelf of your Pcrmiflion to remain 
in the Country until the next Scafon, We lhall be careful that, during his Stay, every Refpedl 
and Attention be paid to him, according to your Orders. 

Signed, Warren Haftings, 

Wm. Alderfcy, 

P. M. Dacrcs, 

Fort William, Thomas Lane, 

the 20th April 1772. Richard Harwell, 

James Lawrcll, 

H. Goodwin, 

J. Graham.” 

Then the Witnefs was direfled to withdraw. 

To prove the Appointment of a Governor General and Council for the Government 
of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, by an A 61 : parted in the 13th Year 
ofHisprefent Majefty, the Mode of Decifion preferibed by the faid A6f, in cafe of a 
Difference of Opinion of the faid Governor General and Council, the Powers thereby 
given to the faid Governor General and Council, and that Warren Haftings P'fq. was, 
by the faid A£t, nominated to be the Firft Governor General of the faid Prefidency of 
Fort William, the Managers for the Commons dcfired the Stat. 13 Geo. Ill, Cap. 63, 
Seft. 7, 8, 9, 10, might be read. The fame was accordingly read at the Tabic by the 
Clerk, as follows : 

“ An Aft for cftablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the 
Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe. 

Seft. 7. “ And for the better Management of the faid United Company’s Affairs in India, be it 
further enafted by the Authority aforchiid, That, for tlie Government of the Prefidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, there (hall be appointed a Governor General and Four Counfcllors •, and that the 
whole Civil .and Military Government of the faid Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Management and 
Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriff.i, (lull, during fuch Time as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lhall rcnuin in the 
PolfefTion of the (aid United Company, be, and are hereby veiled in the laid Governor General 
and Council of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in like Manner, to all Intents and 
Purpofes whatfoever, as the fame now arc, or at any Time hcretofoie might have been exercilcd by 
the Prefident and Council, orSclcft Committee, in the faid Kingdoms. 

Seft. 8. “ And be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That in all Cafes wh.itfocver, wherein 
any Difference of Opinion (hall arife upon any Queftion propofed in any Confultation, the faid 
Governor General and Council lhall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Decifion of the . 
major Part of thole prefent ; and if it (hall happen that, by the Death or Removal, or by the 
Abicnee of any of the Members of the faid Council, fuch Governor General and Couhcil (hall 
happen to be equally divided, then, and in every (uch Cafe, the faid Governor General, or, in his 
Ablence, the cldcft Counfcllor prefent, (hall have a carting Voice, and his Opinion (hall bedccifive 
and conclufive. 

.Seft. 9. “ And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, or the major Part of them, (hall have, and they are hereby authorifed to have. 
Power of fuperintending and controuling the Government and Management of the Prcfidcncics 
of Madrafs, Bombay, and Bcncoolen refpeftively, lb far, and infomuch as that it fliall not be 
lawful tor any Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the Time being, 
to make any Orders for commencing Hoftilities, or declaring or making War, againft any Indian 
Princes or Powers, or for negotiating or concluding any Treaty of Peace, or other Treaty, with 
any fuch Indian Princes or Powers, without the Confent and Approbation of the faid Governor 
General and Council lirlt had and obtained, except in fuch Cafes of imminent Necefiity as would 

render 



{ 7 ) 

render it dangerous to poftponc fuch Hoftilitiei or Treaties until the Orders from the Governor 
General and Council might arrive} and except in Tuch Cafes where the faid Prefitlcnts and 
Councils rcfpedively (hall have received fpecial Orders from the faid United Company •, and any 
Prcfident and Council o( Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, who (hall offend in any of the 
Cafes aforefaid, (hall he liable to ^ fufpended from his or their Office by the Order of tlie faid 
Governor General and Council and every Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, and 
Bencoolen, for the Time being, (hall, and they are hereby refpedtivciy direfted and required to 
pay due Obedience to fuch Orders as they (hall receive touching the Premifes from the faid 
Governor General and Council for the Time being, and confeantly and diligently to tranfmit to 
the faid Governor General and Council Advice and Intelligence of all Tranfattions and Matters 
whatfoever that fhall come to their Knowledge, relating to the Government, Revenues, or 
Intcreft of the faid United Company; and the faid Governor General and Council for the Time 
being (hall, and they arc hereby direded and required to pay due Obedience to all fuch Orders 
as they fhall receive from the Court of Diredors of the faid United Company, and to correfpond 
• from Time to Time, and conftantly and diligently tranfmit to the faid Court, an exaft Particular 
of all Advices or Intelligence, and of all Tranfadions and Matters whatfoever, that (hull come 
to their Knowledge, relating to the Government, Commerce, Revenues, or intereft of the faid 
United Company ; and the Court of Diredors of the faid Company, or their Succeffors, (hall, 
and they are hereby direded and required, from Time to Time, before the Expiration of Four- 
teen Days after the receiving any fuch Letters or Advices, to give in, and deliver unto the High 
Treafurcr, or Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury for the Time being, a true and exad Copy 
of fuch Parts of the faid Letters or Advices as (hall any way relate to the Management of the 
Revenues of the faid Company ; and in like manner to give in, and deliver to one of his Ma- 
jefty’s principal Secretaries of State for the Time being, a true and exad Copy of all fuch Parts 
of the faid Letters or Advices as fliall any way relate to the Civil or Military Affairs and Go- 
verninent of the faid Company ; all which Copies fhall be fairly written, and fhall be figncd by 
T wo or more of the Diredors of the faid Company. 

Scd. lo. “ And it is hereby further enaded. That Warren HaAings Efquire, fhall be the 
firft Governor General ; and that Lieutenant-General John Clavering, the Honourable George 
Monfon, Richard Harwell Efquire, and Philip Francis Flfquirc, Aiall be the Four fii A Coun- 
fcllors i and they, and each of them, lhall hold and continue in his and their refpedivc Offices, 
for and during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in 
Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the faid Prcfidency, and fhall not be remove- 
able in the mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffors, upon Reprefentation 
made by the Court of Diredors of. the faid United Company for the Time being; and in cafe of 
the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor Gcneml by Death, Rcfignation, or Removal, his 
Place Aiall, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often as tlie Cafe fhall happen, be 
fupplied by the Perfon of the Council who Aands next in Rank to fuch Governor General ; and 
in cafe of the Death, Removal, Rcfignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the 
Diicdorsof the laid United Company arc hereby empowered, for and during the Remainder of 
the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent of liis MajeAy, 
his Heirs and Succeffors, to be fignified under his or their Sign Manual, a Perfon to fuccccd 
to the Office fo become vacant in the faid Council ; and until lurh Appointment Aiall be made, 
all the Powers and Autlioritics veiled in the Governor General and Council, fhall rcA and continue 
in, and be cxercifcd and executed by the Governor General and Council remaining and furviving ; 
and from and after the Expiration of the faid Term of Five Years, the Power of nominating and 
removing the fucceeding Governor Gener.-tl and Council fliall be vcAcd in the Diredors of the faid 
United Company.” 


To prove that Mr, Haftings afterwards took the Oaths in the ufual Form, tlie Ma- 
nagers for the Commons defiicd Mr. ROBERT HUDSON might be again called in ; 
who appearing, produced a Book, intituled, “ Fort William Council Proceedings, from 
20th Oft. to the aSth Dec. 1774;” and the fame being delivered in, the following 
Extraft was read by the Clerk. 


“ Fort William, 24th Oft. 1774. 

“ At a Confultarion ; Prefent, 

I'he Hon. Warren HaAings Efq. Governor General, Prefident ; 
Lieut. Gen. John Clavering, 

The Hon. George Monfon, 

Richard BaAvcI),T cr 
Philip Franci,, 


“ Mr. Harwell being come down to the Prcfidency, takes his Seat as Member of the Council. 

” The Book of (landing Orders upon the Table. 

“ Read and approved the Confultation of the aotb inAant. 

“ The Oaths of Allegiance, of Office, and of a Jufticc of the Peace, being prepared in the 
ufual Form, are now taken by each of the Members of this Board refpcftively.” 

To 


Pub. Dpp. 
Monday. 


Mr. Harwell 
arrives. 


Oaths adml- 
niilercd. 
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To prove that certain Provifions in the Stat. 1 3 Geo. Ill, c. 63, wliich were made 
for a limited Time only, were continfied, revived, and further continued, by feverat 
fubfequent Afts, the Managers for the Commons defired the Stat. ip Geo. HI, c. 61, 
fed. 5, might be read. The fame was read at the Table by the Clerk, as follows : 

« An Ad for continuing in the Pofleflion of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, for a limited Time, and under certain Con- 
ditions, the Territorial Acquifuions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaft 
Indies •, and for continuing, for a limited Time, fe much of an Ad made in the 
'I hirtccnth Year of the Reign of his prefcnt Majefty, intituled, ‘ An Ad for 
‘ cltablifhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the 

* Kail India Company, as well in India as in Europe,’ as will expire in the Courle 
of the prefcnt Year. 

Sed. “ And whereas by another Ad.pafledin the fame Sefllon of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An 

* Ad for cftablilbino certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India 

* Company, as well in India as in Europe,’ it was, among other Things, enaded. That for the 
Government of the Prefidency of Fort William, in Bengal, there Iflould be appointed a Governor 
(kneral and Four Counfcllors i and that the whole Civil and Military Government of the faid 
Frefidcncy, and alfo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acqui- 
fiti<^ns and Revenues in the Kin^oms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, Aould, during fuch Time 
as the Territorial Acquifuions and Revenues Inould remain in the Poftfiion of the faid United 
Company, be vefted in the faid Governor General and Council of the faid Prefidency of Fort 
William in Bengal; and alfo that the Governor General and Four Firft Counfcllors, appointed 
by the faid Aft, Ihould each of them hold and continue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and 
during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Port William in Bengal, and 
taking upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency, and IhouU not be rcmoveablc in the 
mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Reprefentation made by 
the Court of Uireftors for the faid United Company for the Time being : And whereas it may 
be expedient tliat the faid Regulations Ihould be extended to the Peribn and Perfons who, at the 
'1 ime of pairing this Aft, Ihall have and enjoy the refpeftive Offices of Governor General and 
Counfcllors of the faid Prefidency ; be it therefore enafted by the Authority -aforelaid, That th6 
Perfon and Perfons who, at the Time of the paffing of thb Aft, Ihall have and enjoy the Office 
and Offices of (kivernor General and Counfcllors of the faid Prefidency, Ihall hold and conrinue 
ill his and (heir refpeftive Offices, for and during the Continuance of this Aft, and ihall not be 
removcable ifi the mean Time, except by his Maj^, his Heirs and Succeffiors, upon Repre- 
Icntation made by the Court of Direftors for the faid United Company for the Time being ; and 
Ihall have and enjoy all and Angular the Powers and Authorities vefted by the faid Aft in the 
Firft (iovernor General, and Four Firft Counfcllors, by the faid Aft appointed, and Ihall be 
fubjeft to the faid Reftriftions and Limitations as by the faid Aft the Firft Governor General, and 
Firft Four Counfcllors, were made fubjeft ; and that m cafe of the Avoidance of the Offices of 
fuch Governor Gener.il, or any of the faid Counfcllors, fuch Office OiaW be refpcftively fupplied 
in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the faid Aft have been fupplied during the 
Remainder of the I'erni of Five Years, which was computed from the Time that the Firft Gover- 
nor General, and Four Firft Counfcllors, took upon them the GovernmciK of the faid Prefi- 
tlcncy." 

Alfo the St.it. 20 Geo. III. Cap. 56. Se£l. 5. And the fame was read as follows : 

“ An Aft for continuing in the PoITeffion of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, for a further Time, and under certain Condi- 
tions, the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaft Indies ; 
and for reviving, and continuing for a further Time, to much of an Aft made in the 
'I hirtccnth Year of the Reign of his prefcnt Majefty, (intituled, ‘ An Aft forefta- 

* bliftiing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Afiirs of the Eaft 

* India Company, as well in India as in Europe),’ as hath expired in the Courfe of 
the prefent Year ; and for indemnifying the faid Company for any Money they have 
paid, or may pay, in or about the building of Three Ships of the Line for the Ser- 
vice of the Publick. 

Sfft. 5. “ And whereas, by another Aft palTcd in the fame Scifion of Parliament, (intituled, * Ain 

* Aft for eftablilhing certain Regulations, for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India 
‘ Company, as well in India as in Europe),’ it was, among other Tilings, enafted. That, for the 
Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in &ngai, there Ihould appointed a Governor 
General and Four Counfellors, and that the whole Civil and Military Government of the faid Pre- 
lidcncy, and alfo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions 
^nd Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, Ihould, during fuch Time as the 
Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues Ihould remain in the PoITeffion of the laid United Company, 
be veiled in the laid Governor General and Council of the fiiid Prefidency of Fort William in Ben- 

6 gal> 
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sal i and alfo that thfc Governor General and Four firft Courifcllors appointed by thfe faid A£l! 
ftoukJ each of them hold and continue in his and their refjK^live Offices for and during the Term of 
Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the 
Government of the faid Prcfidcncy, and (hould not be removeable in the mean Time, except by his 
Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Reprefentation made by the Court of Direflors for the 
faid United Company for the Time being: And whereas it may be expedient that the faid Regula- 
tion fliould be revived, and extended to the Perfon and Perfons who, at the Time of pafling this 
Aft, ftould have and enjoy the refpeftive Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of the 
faid Prcfidcncy •, be it therefore enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Perfon and Perfons 
who, at the Time of the palling of this Aft, lhall have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Go- 
vernor General and Counfellors of the faid Prefidcncy, lhall hold and continue in his and their re- 
fpeftive Offices, for and during the Continuance of this Aft, and lhall not be removeablc in the 
mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Reprefentation made by the 
Court of Direftors for the faid United Company for the Time being, and lhall have and enjoy 
all and fingular the Powers and Authorities veiled (by the faid Aft in the Firft Governor General 
and Four Firft Counfellors by the faid Aft appointed, and lhall be fubjeft to the faid Rellriftions 
and Limitations, as by the laid Aft the Firft Governor General and Firft Four Counfellors were 
made fubjeft j and that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Offices of luch Governor General, or 
any of the faid Counfellors, fuch Office lhall be refpeftively fupplied in the fame Manner as the 
fame Office would by the faid Aft have been fupplied during the Remainder of the Term of Five 
Years, which was computq^ from the I'ime that the Firft Governor General and Four Firft 
Counfellors took upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency.” 

Alfo the Stat. 21 Geo. III. Cap. 65. Se£l. 35. And the fame was read as follows : 

“ An Aft for the cftablilhing an Agreement with thc^Unitecl Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Fall Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of Four hundred 
thoufand Pounds, for the Ufe of the Publick, in full Difchargc and Satisfaftion of 
all Claims and Demands of the Publick, from the Time the J 3 ond Debt of the 
faid Company was reduced to One million five hundred thoufand Pounds, until the 
Firft Day of March One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, in refpeft of the 
Tcrritbrial Acquifitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaft Indies j and alfo 
for fecuring to the Publick, in refpeft thereof, for a Term therein mentioned, a 
certain Parc or Proportion of the clear Revenues and Profits of the faid Company j 
and for granting to the faid Company, for a further Term, the foie and cxclufive 
Trade to and from the Eaft Indies, and Limits therein mentioned} and forefta- 
blilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the faid 
Company, as well in India as in Europe, and the recruiting the Military Forces of 
the faid Company. 

Seft. 35. “ And whereas, by another Aft pafled in the Thirteenth Year of his prefent Majefty, 

‘ intituled, An Aft for cftablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of 
‘ the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,’ it was among other Things enafted, That 
for the Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal there fliould be appointed a Go- 
vernor Ckneral and Four Councillors, and that the whole Civil and Military Government of the 
faid Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Ac- 
quifitions and Revenues in the Kingdom of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, (hould, during fuch Time 
as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues fliould remain in the PoflTcffion of the faid United 
Company, be vefted in the faid Governor General and Council of the faid Prcfidcncy of Fort 
William in Bengal ; and alfo that the Governor General and Four Firft Councillors appointed by 
the faid Aft (hould each of them hold and continue in his and their refpeftive Offices tor and dur- 
ring the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and tak- 
ing upon them the (Jovernment of the faid Prefidency, and fliould not be removeablc in the 
mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Reprefentation made by the 
Court of Direftors for the faid United Company for the Time being } and in cafe of the Avoid- 
ance of the Office of fuch Governor General by Death, Reflgnation, or Removal, his Place 
Ihould, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often as the Cafe fliould happen, be fup- 
plied by the Perfon of the Council who fliould ftand next in Rank to fuch Governor General ; and 
in cafe of the Death, Removal, Reflgnation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the Direc- 
tors of the faid United Company were thereby impowered, for and during the Remainder of the 
faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confcnt of his Majefty, his 
Heirs and Succeflbrs, to be fignifled as therein is mentioned, a Perfon to fuccced to the Office fo 
become vacant in the faid Council ; and until fuch Appointment Ihould be made, all the Powers 
and Authorities vefted in the Governor General and Council, Ihould reft and continue in, and be 
exercifcd and executed by the (Jovernor General and Council remaining and furviving : And where- 
as it may be expedient that certain Parts of the faid recited Aft which arc expired Ihould be re- 
vived and continued, fubjeft to fuch Variations as herein-after arc mentioned } be it therefore 
enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Perfon and Perfons who at thp Time of the pafling 
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of this Aft fliall have 'and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Councillors of the 
faid Prefidency, Aall hold and continue i« his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Conti- 
nuance of this Aft, and (ball not be rcmoveable in the mean Time, except by his Majefty, his 
Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Repre(entation made by the Court of Direftors for the faid United 
Company for the Time being ; and (hall have and enjoy all and Angular the Powers and Authori- 
ties vefted by the faid Aft in the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Councillors by the faid 
Aft appointed, and (hall be fubjeft to the fame Reftriftions and Limitations as by the faid Aft the 
Firft (Jovernor General and Firft Four Councillors were made fubjeft} and that in cafe of the 
Avoidance of the Offices of fuch Governor General, or any of the laid Councillors, fuch Office 
(hall be refpeftivcly fupplied in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the faid Aft have 
been fupplied during the Remainder of the Term of Five Years, which was computed from the 
Time that tlie Firft Governor General and Four Firft Councillors took upon them the Govern- 
ment of the faid Prefidency.” 

The Managers for the Commons alfo referred to the Stat. 24 Geo. III. c. 25. and 
8tat. 26 Geo. HI. c. 16. but did not defire the fame to be read. 


Then the Managers for the Commons dated, that having, for the Sake of Regu- 
larity, gone through the fevcral Matters contained in the Preamble of the Charge, 
although the fame are admitted by the Defendant in his Anfwer, they would next 
proceed to prove the feveral Fads alledged in the Firft Article. 

It was fuggefted to them by the Houfe, whether it would not be better, for the 
Sake of Clcarncfs, that they (liould firft produce the Inftrument by which the Pre- 
fident of Fort William was appointed, in order to (hew what his Authority as Prefi- 
dent was, and then apply the Stat. 13 Geo. Ill, c. 63.10 it, that Statute making exprefs 
* Vide Sea. 7. Reference to fuch his Authority as Prefident 

The Managers for the Commons faid, they meant to have proceeded in that 
Manner, but that the Book which contained the Inftrument was left by Miftake 
at tlic India Houfe, and that they would produce it the firft Thing To-morrow 
Morning. 


Sec. Hep. 
'riiiilftl.ty. 


Mr. Tinker 
taki s liifi Sc.it 
;it tlii * Coii- 
I'ult.Uion. 


Mftior C ir- 

Il.lt 'li l/.llci , 

J.L.R.Nu.33. 


To prove the Situation of Bulwant Sing in the Year 1764, and that the Objed of 
the then Prefident and Council was to make a Treaty, by which Bulwant Sing was to 
be made independent, Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called } and produced a 
Book marked No. 37, and intituled, “ Bengal Select Consult. 8 Dec. 1763, 
to 31 Dec. 1764}” and the fame being delivered in, the following Extrad was read 
by the Clerk, beginning at Page in. 


“ Fort William, 29th March 1764. 


“ At a Confultation } Preftnt, 

The Honourable Henry Vanfictart Efquire, Prefident } 

Commodore Tinker, 

Warren Haftings Efquire, 

Randolpli Marriott Efquire, 

John Burdett Elquire, 

Meflrs. Middleton and Leyceftcr indifpofed. 

“ The Commodore having been requefted to alfift at this Confultation, now takes his Seat at 
the Hoard, 

“ The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

“ Tlie Confultation of the 26th inftant being wrote fair, was now read and approved. 

“ Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated i8th inftant, enclofing one he has received from 
Shitabroy, to which he refers us for Information of Shuja Dowla’s Intention againft us, and expreffing 
his Concern to find that by the Advices from Calcutta of the 8th, the Reinforcement under the 
Command of Captain Pemble had not yet begun their March, that their being fo late renders it next 
to impofiible for them to join him in Time, and that he muft therefore put every Thing to Ri(k 
with tlic Force he hat at prefettt, however little to be depended on, after what has pafled } further 
adviltng U.S, that he would fain croft the CarumnalTa,. and give the Enemy a Mcedng as far as 
pol6l)le from the Boundary} but that he fears the Diftrefs they aft, in for Provifions, being only 
lopplied from Uay to Uay, will not permit bis doing fo, and that he (hall be obliged to keep 
dole by tlic Ganges to fecure a Conveyance by Water, having bad Intimation that the Enemy’s 
l)f fign tvas to hover at a Diftance around them, and endeavour to cut off their Supplies — That a 
Tixaty f f Alliance has been ibme Time in Agitation between the Nabob and Bulwant Sing the 
Hajal) of Benares. That the Nabob it now very axious f for its being brought to a Conclufion, 


+ Sic in Orig. 


and 
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^id prowled to him that Ewnlrig fetting his Seal thereto on the Part of the Englllh. without whirh 
the Kajah w.ll not «ter into any Engagement. That he (hall be very unwillinVto take a St« of 
fuch a Nature, without firft knowing whether it be aereeable to us • hiu rhar tK» f r • ^ 
will not admit the Delay of waitinglur Anfweni. ^ 

“ ^ Shitabroy’s Letter to the Minor being here read* 

« Ordered it be entered in the Books of Country Corref^wndence. 

unanimoufly of Opinion, that as 

Shuja Dowla has now openly efpoufed the Caufe of Coflim Aly Cawn, and eJeouraL his Dcln 

wj nn'fr r '"“"r Thoughts of entering intoK^ty S 

him. On the contrary, we think it our Duty to form againfl him all the Lemies we nJmh ! 

can j that the propoled Alliance with Bulwant Sing will tirefore be a very proper Mea Je W 
prove as we 1 now. as in all T imc to come a ftrong Barrier and Defence to th? sLal ProvTnee 
‘‘Agreed therefore, that we write to Major Carnac, advifing him that we lhall approve entiSv 
of his entering into the intended Treaty in Concert with the NahnK .n,i 
proteft and maintain Bulwant Sing indepeJident. both now and herS!^?’ 


Tranflation ot 
Shiubroy’s 
Letter cn- 
clolVd, re.u! 
and entered. 

The Mnjor’a 

I. otter eoiifi. 
tlorid, with 
the Ojmiioa 
of the Uoird 
on the Ad- 
vices contain- 
ed therein, 

And.'infwered, 

J. L. S.No.j;, 


“ UaatT Charge that the Court of Direftors were of Opinion, 

Great Britain V’ ^ ‘ ^ ^ Service to the Affairs and Interefts of 

The Witnefs produced a Book marked with the Figure 2, and intituled “ Beniral 

pifpatches 17th May 1766, to 16th March 1768.” Read the following Extracts 

(p. 65 of thepme Book) from “ The Comipahy’s Letter to the Prefident^and Seleft 
Committee at Fort William in Bengal,” dated London, 17th May 1766. 

Signed, at the End of the Letter- 


•Vide printed 

Betipl 


Charles Chambers. 
J. Pardoc, 

Jof. Du Pre. 
Thomas Saunders, 
George Cuming, 
John Harrifon, 

J. Purling, 

John Roberts, 

Peter Du Cane ftn.' 
George Wombwell, 
Robert Jones, 


Geo. Sudley, 

Tho. Rous, 

John Stephenfon, 
Charles Cutts, 
Hen^ Savage, 
Chriftopher Baron, 
Frederick Pigou, 
F. W. Barrington, 
Edward Whcler, 
Luke Scrafton, 

E. H. Cruttenden, 


judp^hegrL’^Eft htTcm >'7 

our Wilhes We alwavc i »i, d wtn Souja Dowla ended fo conformable to ;inJ ovcri.md. 

and wc muft cither have had their Wnra m ^ Abilities to have lupported themlclves ; 
have been droTback on nt ,n k immenfe Diftance, or they would 

our own Provinc^^^^^^^ to our own Frontiers, or eVen into 

p«..ing i,, n.tS Prince "> f”""' a. 

to fee the Care that has been taken of all rhSlf a 

of the War • Bulwintfma’* ?oln: ^ thofe Who Ihcwed their Atuchment to us in the Courfe 

lation in his Favoi.; was whal he w^juftly entlrd'to." 

was beft^ confSrcdty^ d'rreftorln^'soub Do King, whofe IntercA 

is ever likely to fopport him nhifpil?? ? the only Soubah in Incloftan who 

paid him muft be. K Ey , S InSp 1*° The Revenue agreed to be 

and an Acknowledgement of ’ out Rffpeft to the Royal Blood, 

Cawnj and finally we hope the Moderation ^ Guarantee for Nudjief 

our Intcreft in this War will reftore nnr R ^ ^ Attentron paid to all thofe who have efpoufed 

be convinced no Breach of Treaty will cveSave ou*! Sailaiol/"’ 

Nabob N^djum^uf Dow^hh^'^^ Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah, the 

of Auguft ,76r . and the^Vamn i.* Company, executed at Illahabad the i6th 

follow! : ^ deUvered in, was read by the Clerk, and is as 


“ Whereas 
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“ Whereas the Right Honourable Robert 
Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plaffcy, Knight 
Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the 
Bath, Major General and Commander in Chief of 
the Forces, Prefident of the Council, and Go- 
vernor of Fort William, and of all the Settle- 
ments belonging to the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft In- 
dies, in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, and John Carnac Efquire, Brigadier Ge- 
neral, Colonel in the Service of the faid Com- 
pany, and Commanding Officer of their Forces 
upon the Bengal Eftabliffiment, are inverted 
with full and ample Powers, on the Behalf of 
his I'xcellency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla, 
Subadar of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, and 
likewife on the l^half of the United Company 
of Merchants of I'lngland trading to the Fall 
Indies, to negociate, fettle, and finally to con- 
clude a firm and lafting Peace with nis High- 
nefs the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, Vizier of 
the Empire : Be it known to all thofe to whom 
it may or (hall in any Manner belong, that the 
abovenamed Plenipotentiaries have agreed upon 
ilie following Articles with his Highnefs. 

I. 

A perpetual and univerfal Peace, fincerc 
Fricndfliip, and firm Union, fliall be eftablifhed 
between his Highnefs Shuja ul Dowla and his 
Heirs on the One Part, and his Excellency 
Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Englifli Eall India 
Company, on the other ; io that the faid con- 
trading Powers fliall give the greateft Attention 
to maintain between tliemfclves, their Dominions, 
and their Subjeds, this reciprocal Friendfhip, 
without permitting on either Side any Kind of 
Hollilities to be committed from henceforth for 
any Caufe, or under any Pretence whatfoeverj 
and every Thing rttall be carefully avoided which 
might hereafter prejudice the Union now hap- 
pily crtablirtied. 

II. 

In cafe the Dominions of his Highnefs Shujah 
ul Dowla fhall at any Time hereafter be attack- 
ed, his Excellency Nudjum ul Dowla and the 
Englifli Company fhall affifl him with a Part or 
the Whole of their Forces, according to the Exi- 
gency of his Affairs, and fo far as may be con- 
Iiflcnt with their own Security : And if the Do- 
minions of his Excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, 
or the Englilh Company, fhould be attacked, his 
Highnefs mall in like Manner affifl them with a 
Part or the Whole of his Forces : In the Cafe of 
the Englifh Company’s Forces being employed 
in his Highnefs’s Service, the extraordinary 
Expence of the fame is to be defrayed by him. 

III. 

His Highnefs folemnly engages never to en- 
tertain or receive Coffim Aly Cawn, the late 
Subadar of Bengal, &c. Sumbroo, the Ailairm 
of the Englifh, nor any of the European De- 
ferters, within his Dominions, nor to give the 

Icaft 



Aalura. 


[On this Side is the Pcrfian]. 
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lead Countenance, Support, or Protedion to 
them ; He likewife folemnly engages to deliver 
up to the EngUfh whatever Europeans may in 
future defert trom them into bis Country. 

IV. 

The King Shah Aalum lhall remain in full 
PolTclfion of Cora, and fuch Part of the Pro- 
vince of lllahabad as he now poflefles, which are 
ceded to his Majedy, as a royal Demefne, for 
the Support of his Dignity and Expences. 

V. 

6 ^ [ His Highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages in 
the mod folemn Manner, to continue Bulwund 
Sing in the Zemindarries of Benares, Gazypore, 
and all thofe Didrids he poflefled at the Time he 
came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn 
and the Englilh, on Condition of his paying the 
fame Revenue as heretofore.] 

VI. I 

In confidcration of the great Expence in- 
curred by the Englilh Company carrying on the 
late War, his Highnefs agrees to pay them 
Fifty Lacks of Rupees, in the following Man- 
ner; viz. Twelve Lacks in Money, and a 
Depofit of Jewels to the Amount of Eight 
Lacks, upon the figning of this Treaty ; Five 
Lacks One Month after; and the remaining 
Twenty-five Lacks by monthly Payments ; fo 
as that the Whole may be difeharged in Thir- 
teen Months from the Date hereof. 

VII. 

It being firmly refolved to redorc to his High- 
nefs the Country of Benares, and the other Dif- 
trids now rented by Bulwund Sing, notwith- 
ftanding the Grant of the fame from the King 
to the Englilh Company, it is therefore agreed, 
that they (hall be ceded to his Highnefs in the 
Manner following, viz. They fliall remain in 
the Hands of the Englilh Company, with their 
Revenues, till the Expiration of the Agreement 
between Bulwund Sing and the Company, being 
on the 27th of November next; after which his 
Highnefs lhall enter into Poflclllon, the Fort of 
Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated 
until the Sixth Article of this Treaty be fully 
complied with. 

VIII. 

His Highnefs lhall allow the Englilh Com- 
pany to carry on a Trade, Duty-free, through- 
out the Whole of his Dominions. 




IX. 

All the Relations and Subjeds of his High- 
nefs, who in any Manner allided the Engfilh 
during the Courfeof the late War, lhall be for- 
given, and no ways moleded for the fame. 


X. 

As foon as this Treaty is executed, the Eng- 
lilh Forces lhall be withdrayvn from the Domi- 
nions 


LeSTr or nil a ^"agraph or Extrad in a Confultation, Minute, 

that fuch '* b “d » Hand pointing to it, it is to denote 

of Common??ri.rK r^ •’y *he htoiagers for the Houfe 

e^rTnX Mwi or AtuT where thi!*Bracket ] appear, 

by the Manager, for the ctmLSw Particularly referred to 
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Shujah ul DowU’s Seal and Ratifica- 
lion. 


Mirza Collim Khan. 
Rajah Shitabroy. 

Mcer Muslhala. 

The Counfel for the Defendant obferved, that in the Fift& Article of the Treaty juft 
read, the Word “ Revenue" was ufed ; and defired to draw the Attention of the Houfe 
to the Word “ Malguzary,” which would afterwards occur in the Sunnuds granted to 
the Rajah Bulwant Sing, and which was there ufed as deferiptive of the particular Sort 
of Revenue paivl by the iaid Rajah to Shujah ul Dowlah. That the Original was in the 
Perfian on one Side of the Inftrument, and the Tranflation on the other. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Fifth Article which had been read 
from the Rnglifh, was' not read as a Tranflation. That the Treaty was written both 
in Englifli and in Perfian j that both Parts were Originals, both executed at the fame 
Time, and they chofe to read the Englilh Original. 

Tlien Mr. JOHN BENSON was called in, and being fworn, was dellred to pro- 
duce the original Petition of Warren Haftings Efquire, prefented to the Houte of 
Commons on the 26th April lyibi and the fame being delivered in, was read by 
the Clerk, as follows. 

“ To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament allembled. 

** The humble Petition of Warren Ballings, late Governor General of Bengal, 

“ Sheweth, 

“ t hat your Petitioner obferves, by the Votes of this Honourable Houfe of the 4th and 
12th Days of this inihnt April, that * Mr. Burke, in his Place, has charged your Petitioner 
♦ with lundry high Crimes and Mifdemeanours to this Honourable Houfe j which Articles are 
‘ referred to the Confuleration of a Committee of the whole Houfe.' 

“ Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays this Honour- 
able Houfe, that he may be heard, in his Defence, to 
the faid Ankles, and that he may be allowed a Copy 
of the fame. 

** And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, (hall ever pray. 

WARREN HASTINGS." 

Then the Witnefs produced the Journal of the Houfe of Coimnons of the 26th April 
and the following fitury was read thcrcfroin. 

6 


nions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may | 
be necefTary for the Garrifon of Chunar, or^for 
the Defence and Proteftion of the King> in the 
City of Illahabati, if his Majcfty (hould require 
a I orce for that Purpofe, 

XI. 

His Highnefs the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, 
his Excellency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah, 
and tfic Englifh Company, promiic to obferve 
finccrcly and ftriftly all the Articles contained 
and fettled in the prefent Treaty, and they will 
not fulTcr the fame to be infringed, direftly or 
indirectly, by their refpeftive Subjeftsj and the 
faid contrading Powers generally and recipro- 
cally guarantee to each other all the Stipulations 
of the prefent I’rcaty. 

Clive 

John Carnac 

Signed, fealcd, and folcmnly fworn to, accord- 
ing to their refpedive Faiths, by the contrafting 
Parties, at Illahabad, this i6th Day of Auguft, 
in the Year of our Lord 1765, in the Prcfcncc 
of us, 

Edmund Mafkclync, 

Archibald Swinton. 

George Vanfittart. 


M A&r- 
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“ Xbrcurii, t>ie i6* ApriUj^ MnkzS* CtcrgH III. Rep\ 

** And a lifftMion being made, and the Q^ion being propofed, That the faid Warren Hadings 
^fquire be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid Charges, and that he be allowed a 
Copy of the fame j 

« The Houfe was moved. That the feveral Entries, in the Journal of the Houfe, of the 
20th, 25th, and 26th Days of November 1680, of the Proceedings of the Houfe on the Articles 
of Impeachment of High Crimes, Mirdemeanors, and Oficnccs, delivered in againll Edward 
Seymour Efquire, might be read. 

*' And the fime being read accordingly t 

“ Ordered, 

“ That the faid Warren Haftings Efquire be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid 
Charges, and that he be allowed a Copy of the fame.** 

Then the following Entry from the fame Journal was read. 

** iMHitt 1* Die Maij, Amu i 6 ° Georgii III. Rtgist 1786. 

“ The other Order of the Day being read } 

“ Warren Haftings Elquirc, late Governor General of Bengal, was called in to the Bar, and, 
in Part, heard on the Matter of the fcvcral Charges of High Crimes and Mifdcmcanors prefenteJ 
againft him. 

“ And then he was dirc^lcd to withdraw.” 

Then the following Entry from the fame Journal was read. 

” MarliSy 2° Die Maij, Anne 26“ Georgii HI. Regit^ 1786. 

« Ordered, 

“ That the Order of the Day, for the further Hearing of Warren Haftings Efquire, late Go» 
vernor General of Bengal, on the Matter of the feveral Charges of High Crimes and Mifde« 
meanors prefented againft iiim, be now read. 

** And the faid Order being read accordingly •, 

“ The faid Warren Haftings Efquire was called in to the Bat, and further heard on the Matter 
of the faid Charges t and having requefted that he might have Permifllon to deliver in the 
Minutes, from which he read what he bad now offered to the Houfe. 

** The faid Warren Haftings Efquire was directed to withdraw, 

“ Rcfblved, 

“ That the faid Warren Haftings Efquire be at Liberty, according to his Requeft, to deliver 
in the Minutes from which he read what he has now offered to the Houfe upon the Matter of the 
faid feveral Charges of High Crimes and Mifdemetnors prefented againft him. 

The faid Warren Haftings Efquire was again called in to the Bar > and Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted him with the faid Refolution. 

“ Then the laid Warren Haftings Efquire having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame 
were brought up to the Clerk’s Table. 

** And then he was again dlrefled to withdraw.” 

Then the Witnefs produced the original Petition of Warren Haftings Efquire, pre- 
fented to the Houfe of Commons 8th May 1 786 and the fame was read, and is as 
follows : 

" To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament alTcmblcd. 

” The humble Petition of Warren Haftings, late Governor General of Bengal, 

Sheweth, 

“ That your Petitioner obferves, by the Votes of this Honourable Houfe, that on the 5th 
of this inftant May, Mr, Burke, in his Place, delivered in an Article of Charge of Higli 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors, againft your Petitioner. 

'* Your Petitioner humbly prays this Honourable Houfe, 
that he may be furnifh^ with a Copy of the faid 
Charge, and that he may be permitted to be heard on 
, . the Matter of the faid Charge, in fuch Manner as this 

Honourable Houfe fhall be j^eafed to direct. 

WARREN HASTINGS.*’ 

Then the following Order made by die Hoofe of Commons thereupon was read 
from the journal. 


Lun^, 
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"■Luthtt 8’ Die Maijy Amo 26“ Gcorgii 111 . Regis t 1786. 

“ Ordered, 

“ That tlie f.iid Warren Haftings Erquire, be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid 
Charge, and that he be allowed a Copy of the lame. 

“ Ordered, 

“ That the faid Warren Hading?, Efquire, be heard at the Bar of this Houfe upon Wednefday 
Morning next on the Matter of the faid Charge.” 

Tlicn the following Extraft from the fame Journal was read. 

“ Mercurij, 10" Die Maij, Anno 26“ Georgii III. RegiSy 1786. 

“ Ordered, 

“ 1 hat the Order of the Day for the hearing of Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, on the Matter of the Charge of high Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented againft 
him upon Friday lad, be now read. 

“ And the faid Order being read accordingly ; 

“ The laid Warren Hadings, Efquire, was called in to the Bar, and heard on the Matter of 
the faid Charge ; and having requeded that he might have Permiflion to deliver in the Minutes, 
from whith he read what he had now offered to the Iloufe ; 

“ The faid Warren Hadings Elquirc, was direded to withdraw, 

“ Kclblved, 

“ 1 hat the faid Warren Hadings, Efquire, be at Liberty, according to his Requeft, to deliver 
in the Minutes, from which he read what he has now offered to the Houfe upon the Matter of the 
faid Cliatge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented againd him. 

“ Fhe faid Warren Hadings, Efquire, -was again called in to the Barj and Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted him with the faid Relolution. 

“ 1 lien the faid Warren Hadings, Efquire, having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame 
weie brought up to the Clerk’s Table, 

“ And then he was again direded to withdraw.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired that the Introduftionj and fo much 
of the Minutes delivered by Warren Haftings Efquire, to the. Houfe of Commons 
on the 2d May 17H6, might be read from the (aid Journal. 

The fame was objected to by the Counfel for the r 3 efendant, ftating, that, in Point 
of Form, the original Minutes delivered by the faid Warren Haftings, and figned 
by him, and not the faid Journal, which is only a Copy of the lame, might be 
produced. 

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, That the Minutes being a Proceeding 
in their Houfe, and a Declaration of the faid Warren Haftings in the lame, they 
confulcred their Journal as the heft Evidence thereof. 

The Counfel for the Defendant replied, That they conceived the Journals were not 
in this ( ale the heft Evidence that the Nature of the Thing admitted ofj it being in 
Proof from the journal itfelf, that the original Minutes were delivered in by the 
Defendant in his own Hand Writing, and that it never was held in a Criminal Cafe 
that a Party fiiall be bound by Entries in the Journals of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

'I'o which the Managers for the Commons faid, That thinking it their Duty to 
fpend as little Time as poffible, they had no Objection to produce the original 
Paper. 

Whereupon Mr. BENSON was again called in; and was afked. 

What Paper is that you have in your Hand ? 

A. The original Minutes delivered by Mr. Haftings at the Bar of the Iloufe of Commons in 
the Year 1786. 

The Managers for the Commons defired the Paper might be delivered in, and that 
fo much of it as relates to the Charge of Benares might be read. 

Qi (frwn the Counfel.) Who has had the Cuftody of thofc Papers fince the Time you faw 
them put in and delivered at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons ? • 

A. They have been officially in my Cuftody as Clerk of the Papers, except when they went to 
the Prefs. 

Ci; How long were they out of your Cuftody ? 

A. Four or Five Days. 

(from a Lord.) Have you any Doubt of their being the fame? 

A. Not in the leaft. 


<5^ (frem 
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Q. (from the Counfcl.) I undctlteod (he Witne^ to fay, he faw them delivered in. He waa 
aflced. Whether he faw them delivered it, and I underftood him tofayfo.~Hc now favs he 
did not fee them defivered in ? ' ' 

A. I did not, I believe. 

Qj (from a Lord.) Are they figned ? 

A. No, they arc not. 


Q. (from the Mpagers.) The Managers for the Qommons wilh the 
Whether Mr. Haftings himfcif was ever in the Witncfs’s Office ? 

A. He was. 


Witncfs to be afltcd. 


Did he look at thofc Minutes in your Office ? 

A. He did at Part of them, I believe. ’ 

Did he fay any Thing upon the Subjcd of them ? 

A. He, or fome other Pcrfon for him at the Time, gave Dircftions, before they went to Prefs 
in what Manner the Printer fliould print them. * 

Was that ‘Pcrfon,. who gave the DireSions, prcfcnt with him at the Time? 

A. Yes. 


(X Then the Managers for the Commons wilh to know. Who that Perfon was that came 
with him ? 

A. I don't cxadly recollcft who he was ; I believe there might be more tlian One Pcrfon with 
him. 


Qj^ (from a Lord.) They were in his Prcfencc when he gave that Diredtion ? 
A. Yes. 


The Managers for the Commons faid they would leave it there ; and defired, Fir/f 
that the IntrodudHon to the faid Minutes, and then as much of the Matter as 'relates 
to the Charge of Benares, might be read. 

The lame were read by the Clerk, as Mows : 

** IniroduSiory Defence, 

“ Before I enter upon my General Defence, I humbly folicit the Indulgence of this 
Honourable Houfe, to be permitted to preface it with a lew nccefiary Obfervations relative 
to the Circumftanccs which have progreflively confpired to make me an Objeft of the prefenc in- 
quiry. In the Firft Place, I beg Leave to remark, that I am here by no Obtrufion of my own, I 
luve too humble a Senie of my own Confequence, to confidcr cither my Reputation, Honour 
Fortune, or Life, or .all thefe Interefts collcdUvcly, as having any Claim to the fmallcft Portion 
ot the valu^ic Time of this Houfe, on any Ground, however juft in itfcif, which has thcle only 
tor Its Objeft. I have been brought before the Notice of this Honourable Houfe by the Adts of 
othm, independant of my Will or Defirc •, and all the Participation which 1 have in it, is in the Re- 
Queft made by a Member of this Houfe on my Bchalt; and at my Suggeftion, that fincc it was 
determined that my Conduft was to be arraigned before this Honourable Houfe, my Arraignment 
might be fpeedy, and that I might have the Time and Means afforded me to provide the Materials 
ror my Defence : For after having been, during a Courfe of Five Years, the continued Subiedb of 
the fame Criminations, and from the lame Quarter, with the Name of the Almighty foiemnly 
invoked to aueft the Pledge given to this Houfe that the molt undoubted Proofs Ihould be nro- 
duced to authenticate thcm-I allude, Mr. Speaker, to no Declarations made in this Houfe, but 
to I ublications out of it— I may furcly be allowed, even with a Confeioufnefs of the purefl In- 
tegrity, to wifh for a fpeedy Accomplifhment of a Menace thus made, and for fuch profefled 
S°foVever Denunciations of Parliamentary Vengeance over my 

,1 f Effects of this Injury I hm a Right to complain •, for in thefe the Injury affcaed 

the PublK alone, through thew lutcrefts committed to my Charge. During a long and defperate 

fi’ andaHoftof natural Enemies combined againft 

p Eoflcfllons in India, when I required all the Support and Confidence of my Superiors 
L M W my Exertions, all my Ailions were reprobated at Home, and 

my Name linked to t^ foi^ft Inveaivc, even in Places of the higheft Authority; and every Dif- 

m* riY*’’” Orders oppofing my Mcafurcs in their Courfe, and the Sentences of 

my Dilgrace and Difrniflkm. Yet thefe caufed no Alteration in my Conduft, or Relaxation of my 

*. * Requital, except from my refpeetabi 

Ctmftituents, m whofc Applaufe alone I receive a Confolation under all my Difeouragem^. I 

M p*tfcribed ; and fom«imcs avSg myfclf 
Re Jifr ^ Gcd afforded me, at others ufmg the 

efiftancc which the Influence of^ Pofleflion or Opinion enabled me to make, or the Caution of 

^ Oppofition 
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Oppofuion permitted t or endeavouring to ten^r its Violence by qualified Submi/lion, where the 
Mean? of Rcfiftance failed me j never pofTcfliilg the Albwancc of Authority, but always charged 
with Relponfibilityi I perfifted in the Formation and Profecution of every Meaforc, which the 
Emergency of the Service rendered nccefTary in my Judgment, and had the confeious Triumph of 
feeing them all invariably terminate in their defigned Objeds : Nor did I refign my Charge, until 
I had fulfilled every Duty which required my Continuation in it j and I refigned it in a State of 
cflablilhed Peace and Security, with all the Sources of its Abundance unimpaired, and even im- 
proved, notwithfianding the vaft Drains which were made of its Treafures, and the multiplied 
Diverfions of its Strength, in the Support of the dependant and remote PofTcflions of the Com- 
pany, and in the Maintenance of their Wars, and of Wars in which the Company were in- 
volved by the Policy of Great Britain. I parted from the Scene of my public Life with the 
cxprefled Regrets of my Fellow Servants and Countrymen } which were followed by a like 
Declaration from all the Officers of the Army who had fcrvcd during my AdminiRration ; and 
on my Return to my own Country, I was received by the Court of Directors, my imme- 
diate Mailers, with their Thanks ■, and I gratefully remember the Chairman’s emphatical Paufe 
on the Epithet which was joined to them, their Unatumm thanks, for my Services } with a 
Notification of thofc which had been feme Time before bellowed on me by the Votes of 
the Proprietors, my honoured Employers, which were not the lefs acceptable for their- Confift- 
cncy with the uniform Tenor of their Sentiments and Conduft refpefting me through the whole 
Courfc of my Adminiflration. If this Honourable Houfe is defirous of knowing in what Efti- 
niation I Rood with the Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subjeds of our own Dominion, 
the Opinions of botli may be cafily obtained, by Enquiry of the WitnelTes whom my Profecutor 
has called to cRablilh his Charges againll me : And I will anticipate their Evidence — It will Rate, 
that my Politic.il Conduft was invariably regulated by Truth, JuRicc, and good Faith; that all 
Pcrl'uafions of Men were imprefled with a fuperRitious Belief that a fortunate Influence direfted all 
my Aitions to their dcRineil Ends ; and that my Departure was fcarccly lefs regretted by the In- 
habitants of the Provinces of my late Dependency, than it was by my own Countrymen. 1 believe 
this Honourable Houfe is in PofTelfion of One TeRimony of the former, in the Letrers which 
Mahdajce Sindia wrote to His MoR Gracious Majefty, and to the Company. Thefe were written 
many Months after my Departure, and contain much more of my Praife than his own Wants or 
Requifitions, unlefs the former is inferted as an Implication of- his Defire that others may be in- 
Rroited to govern themfelvcs by my Example ; — And who will qucRion Rich an Authority ? 

“ With fuch TcRimonics in my Favour, and with the internal Applaufe of my own Mind fuper- 
feding ail Evidence, what was my Surprize to find, on my Arrival in England, that my Charafter 
Rill continued to be afTailed with the bittercR Calumnies and invedlives, and a formal Notice 
given before the Clofc of the laR Seffion of Parliament to this Honourable Houfe, that 1 fliould 
be arraigned as a C riminal before it on the Opening of the prefent ? 

“ I am fince told that no fuch Intention cxifled ; and that my own Intemperance, and the Zeal of 
my Friends, has forced my Accufer to verify his own Declaration. 

“ I have no Right to credit fuch an Aflertion, nor will I believe, new and unpraftifed as I am in 
the Modes of Life in which I am now become a Participator (and I have learnt by it to know more 
Things than were dreamt of in my Philofophy) that fo daring an Impofition could be cither prac- 
tifed upon this high and dignified Aflembly, or permitted by it. Though I might have thought 
myfclf entitled by my Services to a different Reception, and my Body and Mind, worn down by the 
Labours of I'hirty-five Years, to an Interval of Repolc ; and though I might crroncoufly imagine 
that no Power upon Earth had a Right to impeach me for the Exercife of a TruR which thofc for 
whom I held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moR authentic Terms, that I had dilcharged to 
their Benefit and entire Satisfaftion ; yet I was glad to fee fomc fubRantial Ground on wliich I could 
build my Hopes of a fpeedy Trial and definite Termination. There too my Expedation failed 
me. The Profecution began, not as is the univerfal Practice of every SyRem of Jurifprudcnce 
cRabliRicd either in this or any other civilized Nation, by the Introduftion of fpccific Charges, and 
the Examination of Witneffes to prove them : For the latter indeed there was little Need, lincc my 
Accufer had long before afferted, that he was in the adlual Poffeffion of Proofs, and of fuch Proofs 
as were to fill the Breads of this Honourable Aflembly with Horror. Why therefore aggravate them 
with new Proofs? But Witneffes were ordered to attend, and Rheatns of Official Documents demanded, 
produced, and printed ; Additions were daily made to thefe during the Courfc of many Weeks } and 
the Eyes of the VVorld were fixed upon me as a Man blackened by the Imputation of fome un- 
known Guilt, which was the blacker for its Concealment. No Grounds were alledged for the 
Accumulation of fuch a Mafs of Evidence againft me ; no fpccific Objefts to which it was to be 
applied i nor was it known to this Honourable Houfe, perhaps not even to that Member of the 
Houle who had required thefe Materials, what the Charges were to bc,*which he was to cRablifh 
by them. 

“ At length I heard that a Day was fixed for the Produdion of the Charges j but here too I ex- 
perienced a frelh Caufc of Difappointment and Mortification. Three Weeks were afllgned for the 
I'crm of their Appearance ; and when that Term expired, this Honourable Houfe knows (for I may 
not perhaps atfirin what I have heard) whether even then any of the Charges were prefented, and 
whether, when they were prefented, they were Optionally given. 

“ In 
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“ In all this long and painful Interval I myfelf, though the ObjcA of the Enquiry, remained in 
total Inadion, a mere Spedlator of the palTing S<xne',»?or I knew not, nor could I know, what 
Defence to prepare, not knowing what Ch^gu were to require my Defence. And when they 
were produced, I was told that 1 could not be admitted to my Defence, becaufe, by the Rules of 
the Houfe, I could not know the Charges exhibited againft me, nor that any had been exhibited \ 
nor indeed were all exhibited at the fame Time, but followed tardily, and the Three laft (if in- 
deed thefe are the laft) not till laft Wednclday. But though it might be informal in me to know 
the Charges, the Public arc certainly in Pofleflion of all but the Three laft, for they have been 
printed and publicly fold, and Purchafers invited, by an Advertifement made in all the public 
Papers, which ftated them “ Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdcmeanors” againft me 
by Name, and the Name of my Accufer inferted by a Conftruflion marking him not as the Pre- 
lenter of the Charge, but as the Publilher of it. How much my Reputation muft have fiiffered in 
the Opinion of all Mankind from this Publication ; how fcverely my Feelings muft have been 
wounded by fo unfair and iniquitous an Appeal to their Judgment, while the Charge itfelf, loaded 
as It was with Crimination againft me, yet waited its flow Term of Maturity for the Examination 
of it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the Decifion of every Member of this Honourable Houfe, 
who will bring the Queftion home to his own Judgment and his own Paflions, by fuppofing that 
Cafe to be his own which I have deferibed as mine. 

“ Nor is this the only Injury of the Kind that I have fuffered. Every Daily Paper has teemed with 
Refleftions upon me ; and Pamphlets, filled with the moft fcandalous and libellous Abufc, have 
been written on various Subjefts of the Charge, to influence the Prejudices of the Public againft 
me ; and it has been boafted that they have produced the ElFecft. 

“ PrelTed by the Load of Slander thus heaped upon me, 1 rcfolved to try the only Refource which 
afforded me a Chance of Redrefs ; and in Oppofuion to many and weighty Difeouragements, I 
threw myfelf upon the juftke of this Honourable Houfe, and petitioned to be allowed to 
make my Defence in Perfon, and I fucceeded. Whether I owe this Indulgence to your Goodnefs, 
or your Juftice, I accept it with equal Gratitude, 

“ Of the Difeouragements to which I allude, I fliall mention but T wo Points •, and thefe it is 
incumbent on me to mention, becaufc they relate to Effefts which the Juftice of this Honourable 
Houfe may, and I taift will, avert. The Firft is an OWeftion to my being at all Pcrfonally 
committed in my Defence, fince in fo wide a Field of DilcufTion it would be impoflible not to 
admit fome Things of which an Advantage might be taken to turn them into Evidence againft 
myfelf : Whereas another might as well ufe as I could, or better, the fame Materials of my 
Defence, without involving me in the fame Confequenccs. But I am fure that this Honourable 
Houfe will yield me its Proteflion againft the Cavils of unwarranted Inference ; and if the Truth 
can tend to convift me, I am content to be myftlf the Channel to convey it. 

“ The other Objeftion lay in my own Breaft. It was not till Monday laft that I formed the Refo- 
lution } and I knew not then whether I might not in Confequcnce be laid under the Obligation of 
preparing and completing in Five Days, and in Effedf fo it has proved, the Refutation of Charges 
which it has been the Labour of my Accufer, armed with all the Powers of Parliament, and at 
One Time greater, to compile during as many Years of almoft undifturbed Leifure. But I knew 
myfelf equal to the Undertaking; and I now only revert to my Difficulties, that the Confidcration 
ot them may befpeak the candid Allowance of this Honourable Houfe for any Inaccuracies, or 
for any Thing defedtive which may appear in my Defence ; but I claim no other Indulgence on 
this Account. 

“ It might perhaps be expefted, that I ftiould objedt to the Conftrudlion of the Articles of which 
the Charge is compofed ; for, in Truth, they are not Charges, but Hiftories and Comments. But 
they are yet more ; they are made up of mutilated Quotations ; of FadVs which have no mutual 
Relation, but arc forced by falfc Arrangement into Connedlion ; of Principles of pernicious 
Policy and falfc Morality ; AflTertions of Guilt without Proof, or the Attempt to prove them ; 
Interpretations of fccret Motives and Defigns which pafted within my own Breaft, and which 
none but myfelf could know ; Adlions of others imputed to me, in which I had no Concern, or 
which pafted in Oppofuion to me ; and Epithets and Invcdtives affixed to Adis aferibed to me, 
equally to thofe which in the Conftrudlion are bad, as to thofe which arc indifferent, or even 
meritorious. 

“ Thefe are Artifices by which the moft wary Judgment might be furprized, that had nothing 
before it to repel their Effedls, but which on the Touch of Truth difappear, and leave, not 
merely the Convidlion of their own Fallacy, but the ftrong internal Prefumption that the Charges 
themfclves were formed under the Convidlion of their Want of Foundation; and as far as my 
Feeling as a Man will allow me to conftder them in that Tendency only, I am glad that they 
wear the Form which they ^o wear. 

“ With rcfpedl to the general Subjedl of the Charge, I muft beg Leave to obferve to this Honour- 
able Houfe, that it has been compofed from a laboured Scrutiny of my whole Official Life, during 
a moft important and weighty Adminiftration of Thirteen Years, comprehending perhaps a greater 
Variety of interefting Events than have fallen to the Lot of any Man now living : Events not brought 
to the public View by their Notoriety alone, but all, the Subjcdls of minute Record ; — Meafures 
propofed, with all their Motives and Objcdls diftindlly laid down in Writing, with their Effedls dif- 

playcd 
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played by Letter* and Oflicial Report* through every Procefs of their Operation oppofed hf 
every Objeftion, and thole too written, that the Judgment or Ingenuity of my Colleagues in 
Office, among whom 1 had always Oppnents, could-dcvife •, — at Times weakened^ at others fuf- 
pended, and again refumed with their I' fFcft enfeebled •, but my own Refponfibility ftill attending 
thetr IfTuc. Yet all my Aftions have undergone, and even during the adual Progref* of them, 
they underwent, fuch a Severity of inveftigation, as could fuit only a Mind pofleffing in itfelf an 
abfolutc Exemption from Error. In the prefent Occafion, I am put to a harder Teft s for not my 
AiShons alone, but my Words, and even my imputed Thoughts, as at the final Day of Judgment, 
are wrcllcd into Accufation againft me. y\nd from whom is this State of Perfeftion exadled ? From 
a Man who was feparated, while yet but a School Boy, from his native Country, and from every 
Advantage of that Inftruftion which might have better qualified him for the high Offices, and 
arduous Situations, which it became his Lot to fill } and left to form his Rule of Conduft on his 
own Practice, and the Light of I'uch an Underftanding as it had pleafed God to bellow on him. 

“ I pal's over the Firft Y ears of my Life. — Thefe no othersvife relate to the prefent Porpofe, than as 
they recommended me fucccinvcly to the Succeffion of the Government of Fort St. George, to the 
Government of Fort Willi.am, and virtually to all the Appointments which have fince followed. 

** 1 received the Government of Bengal with Incumbrances, which might have intimidated a firmer 
Spirit than mine and I felt the perilous Situation in which it placed me. 

“ I found myfclf the titular Head of a numerous, and not always accordant, Council, appointed to 
manage the Affairs of a great State, which yet wore the Marks of recent Acquilition but had 
neither a determinate Form nor Syftem, nor any Orders or Inllructions which could enable them to 
give it cither. 

“ I attempted, and with the Aids of my Colleagues, where I was allowed them, i gave it both Form 
and Syftem i tor every Office into which it was dillributed, to the Time of my Departure, received 
its Inftitution during the Period of my Adminiftration, and all the Tranfaftions of it have, except 
the Firft Two Years of the General Government, in fome Part of their Progrefs, received their 
Direction from my Guidance. — Yet in every Step I had Difficulties to furmount, which are 
unknown to the Rulers and Minifters of other Governments. Beftdes the Conciliation of difeor- 
dant Opinions, and their more frequently confirmed Oppofition, 1 had my Condtift circum- 
feribed oy Orders which would apply to few of the Cafes which occurred, and thole Orders 
uncertain in the Conftruflion. 

“ I beg Leave to extend this Refleftion. During the long F.xcrcife of a Cliargc fo conftituted, and 
with fuch Exigencies attending it, how, may 1 alk, was it poffible to keep Affairs in one even L’lne, 
or to avoid Contradiftions both in Mcafures and Expreftions ? At fome Times Affairs were forced 
into a Dircdlion diametrically oppofitc to my Views, by the Power of a Majority ; Ibmctimes they 
received their Bias from my being obliged to fubmit to the Opinions of thole on whom I depended 
for Support: And whenever tlic Courle of Bufinefs was thus diverted from the ftrait Line, it 
was oltcn difficult to bring it back, without fome Degree of Irregularity, of Violence, or of 
general Inconfiftcncy. 

“ Where I fuffered them to proceed in that devious Line, I am charged with ourfuing Mcafures 
which my own Opinions have condemned ; where I attempted to reftorc them to their proper 
Channel, I am accufed of Innovations. Many Mcafures, which it would be now difficult to 
explain from written Documents, were founded on Circumftances of fuch Notoriety, that no one 
could doubt their Propriety at the 7'imc, and no one ever thought it necelTary to record the Rea- 
Ibns, or to eftablilh the Proofs of Faffs and Events, which were then certain, and univcrfally 
admitted. 

“ The Miniftcr of this Empire (if I may compare great Things with fmall) had, in the various 
Emergencies of his Adminiftration, the learned judges of the Land, General Officers of tlic firft 
Authority and Experience, and the Merchants of the greateft Commercial City in tiie World, to 
whom he might apply, and whole Opinions he might comjnand, on every doubtful Queftion, 
whether of Law, Military Operation, Trade, or Finante. — He could not err. 

“ I poffcffcd no fuch Profeffional Aids, but had only my own Mind for my Rcfources, and 
Minds as little inftrudled as my own to affift me, and to be the inftruments of my Mca- 
fures. 

“ That this Defeription of my Situation may not be imputed to me as the Invention of Diffi- 
culties made up for the Occafioa, I beg Leave to appeal to the following Extraft of a Letter 
which I wrote to the Court of Direflors fo early as the nth November 1773, which was before 
I knew of the Formation of the new Syftem for the Government of India. 

Paragraph 4. “ May I be permitted, in all Deference and Submiffion to your Commands, to 
*' offer it as my Opinion, that whatever may have been the Conduff of Individuals, or even of 
'' the collciftive Members of your former Adminiftration*, the Blame » not fo much imputable 
“ to them, as to the Want of a Principle of Government adequate to its Subftance, and a 
“ coercive Power to enforce it. The Extent of Bengal, and its poffible Refources, are equal to 
“ thofe of moft States in Europe. Its Difficulties are greater than tbofe of any » becaufe it wants 
“ both an eftablilhed Form and Powers of Government •, deriving its aftual Support from the 
“ unremitted Labour and Perfonal Exertion of Individuals in Power, inftead of the vital Influence 
“ which flows through the Channels of a regular Conftitution, and imperceptibly animates 
9 I! every 
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w every Part of it. Our Conftitutlon is no where to be traced, but in ancient Charters, which 
i‘ were^ framed for the Jurifdiftion of your Trading Settlements, the Sales of your ExMits, and 
the Provifion of your Annual Inveftment. I need not*obfcrve how incomwtent thefe muft 
“ prove for the Government of a great Kingdom, and for the Prefervation of its Riches from 
» private Violence and Embezzlement.” 

‘‘ I will content myfclf with this Quotation in this Place-, though I could wifli that the whole 
Letter were attentively perufed, as it is ftrongly expreflive of the Difficulties and Embarraflments 
of my late Situation in India. To what I have faid let me add, that in a newly eftabliflicd Go- 
vernment many Occafions will conftantly occur, which can be regulated by no Precedent » and even 
the Uncertainty of the Conftitution, and the unknown Limits of the Authority belonging to its 
various Branches, will often provoke Refiftance, and produce Events, which never could happen 
under a Government long eltablilhcd, and with its Powers clearly defined, and univcrfally 

Un^r fuch Circumftances I humbjy apprehend, that fince it is not, as I have faid, the Lot of 
human Nature to be exempt from Error, fomc notorious Calamity, afFefting the Intcrefts of which 
I had Charge, or fome well-afcertaincd Ground of Corruption, or other moral Deviation from my 
Duty, the Lofs of National Reputation, or of fubftantial Property, ought to have appeared, before 
1 became the Subjedl of a Parliamentary Impeachment. But what Loffes has the Nation fuftained 
through my Mifmanagement ? Have Provinces been difmembered from it ? Have its Armies been 
defeated in Operations of my Formation ? or War or Famine wafted the Countries of my Jurifdic- 
tion ?— No : The Fe-'crfe has been the Attendant of my Fortune in every Stage of it } and fo little 
Ground have I afforded, Aom the M^'oriety of my Charaacr, for fuch an Inquifition into it, that I 
dare affirm that I (land, even a, , ..o . 'lur (notwithftanding the Prejudices excited againft me) as 
high in the Eftimation or the World, I mean not to confine the Aflertion to this Kingdom alone, 
as any Man of my own Rank and Prctcnfions in it. 

“ Yet I mean not to avail mylelf of this Plea. I aflert my general Claim to the Approbation of 
this Honourable Iloufe, and of my Country, for my Services-, but I neither defire, nor will admit, 
of tlreir being placed in Balance againft my Faults, if I have Faults to ftand in Oppofition to 

* ' « I entreat the Houfc, that each Article of the Charge may be diftindly tried, and that they will 
be pleafed to give their Sentence upon each. 


ylnfwer to the Third Charge, Part Ift. 
“BENARES. 


“IT ha., '.I'Tn 
perufe t'.c'T’ 
greau-rP?ir !- 
Knowledge 1 
the Third Char. 


*’• F»ffiion to give Hiftories of Benares ; but as far as I have had Occafion to 
oi c Select Committee, or in anonymous Pamphlets, they arc, for the 
iid unfupported. I (hall here detail as much as I am warranted by certain 
>■ ari'l prefent Situation, adopting, where I polTibly can, the very Words of 

. r<ii rt me. 


“ The Tetnroi, oi Benares is a fruitful, and has been “ (and is at this Day)'* an orderly, wcll- 
“ cultivated, ind improved Province. Its Capital City may rather be confidcred as the Scat of the 
“ 1 lindu Religion than as the Capital of a Province.” I am not certain of the Period at which ic 
was annexed to the Mogul Empire ; but it is clear, by the Ayetnte Acbtree, that it was a Part of the 
Subah of Allahabad in Acber’s Time. — Catrou (Page 119) mentions a Raja Cam to have been 
fiibdued by Acber, whom I conceive to have been Raja of Benares. However, the fame Ayccnce 
Acbereeafferts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the firft Mahomincdan Invader of India) came 
to Benares in the 410th Year of the Hcjirah, above 750 Years fince. After Acber, his Son jehin 
(iueer was undoubtedly Maftcr of itj and Daia Shekuh, the cldeft Son of Shih Jch 3 n, Son and 
Succclfor of Jehan Guccr, refidej a confidcrabic Time at Benares in a Station of Authority, as we 
learn from his own Preface to a Book he compiled during his Refidence there. Aurengzeeb, his 
youngeft Brother, and Succcflbr to the Empire after Shah jehin, has cffcdlually difplayed to Poftc- 
rity the Power and Sovereignty which be cxcrcifcd in Benares, with a favage Bigotrv charaderiftic 
of his Temper and Policy, by a magnificent Mofquc which he creded on the Site (and even admitted 
into his Pi.in a confidcrabic Part of the Edifice) of an ancient and moft fuperb Hindi) Temple. 
This Mofque continues perfeft to this Day, and with its neighbouring Minarets (which be allb crefted ) 
overlooks the whole City. If Benares, in Acber’s Time, was a Diftrifl of the Subah of Allaha- 
bad, it continued annexed to the fame Province in the Time of Aurengzeeb, as we learn from 
Catrou (Page 362) : it therefore never was confidcred a Capital of any confidcrabic Kingdom, nor 
yet as a Province annexed to the Subah ef Oudt. Benares is a naked defencelefs City, fituated ib 
near to the almoft-impreenaSlc Fortrels of Chunar, that the PoflclTor of the one may at ail 
Times be Mafter of the omer -, and this accounts for its (laving been annexed to the Subah of 
Oude, fome Time fince the Invafion of Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant Sing, who refided at Benares 
with fome Degree of Authority (but who never had Permiffion to coin Money, nor even the Ad- 
miniftration ot criminal Juftice in the City itlelf) when the Incurfions of the Shahz^dah, now the 
King Shah Allum, firiV drew the Attention of the Englilh to that Quarter i and, far from being a 
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great Lord (or any Lord) of the Empire, he wai a mere Dependant On the Nabob of Oude, Sbujab 
ud Dowlab. He wai originally Zemindar of a fmall Pergunnch, called Gimgapm (by Punbaftt 
not by Inberilance, for his Father, Muitfcram, was not a Zemindar) yielding a Revenue of about 
/.500 a Year. He had been patronized and employed by Sefdar Jung, the Father of Shujah ud 
Dowlah, and was gradually promoted to be Amil or Colle^or of Ifonares and Gazipoor. He 
continued in that Capacity to the Day of his Death, tmd never was Zemindar of either Difiriit. 

In the Year 1764, when Shujah ud Dowlah’s Affairs were on the Decline, Bulwant Sing 
made Overtures to the Nabob of Bengal, Meet Jafficr, to join his Army with fuch Troops 
as he could mufter. General Carnac, who commanded our Army at that Time, warned 
the Governor and Council of Calcutta of the Rajah's Perfidy j and fo well were thofe Gentle- 
men convinced of the Truth of thofe Allegations, that on the Sixth of November of the 
fame Year, they wrote thus to Major Monro; “ With refpeft to Bulwant Sing, the double 
“ Part be abled in the Beginning of the War fufficicntly warns us to put no Confidence in him > and 
“ therefore, if he has not already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into noEngage- 
“ ments with him, we would have him difpojfeffed of his Country, and his Perfon, ifpojjible, femed." 

My Prtdeccfibrs, it may be here obicrved, both in Language unA Conduit, equalled atleafi, or 

rather exceeded, every Thing of which I am now accufed. I have faid that Bulwant Sing never was 
Zemindar of Benares or Glazipoor (“) ; in Proof of this, I appeal to Bulwant Sing’s own Propofals 
to Major Munro, dated the lift November 1764: “ If you. Gentlemen, chufc to pofTcfs your- 
“ felvcs of Shujah ud Dowlali’s Country, I will agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, 

“ Joinpoor, Bidigur, &e. on the fame Terms as I hold them from Shujah ud Dowlah.” Of whofe 
Country were the Englifli fuppofed to intend a Seizure ?— 0 / Shujah ud Dow/ab’s. Who held the 
Four Sircars here mentioned ? — Bulwant Sing. Of whom did he hold them ? — Of Shujah ud Dow- 
lab. By what Denomination are they deferibed ? — As Parts of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Country. Every 
Word of the Propofal proves that Shujah ud Dowlah was Sovereign of thofe Sircars, and that a 
Seizure of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Country ncceflarily include ( ') the Seizure of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
Joinpoor, Bidjigur, ficc. Had Bulwant Sing poflefled a feparate Territory, the Conqueft of Shujah 
ud Dowlah’s Country would not have been tantamount to a Seizure of Bulwant Sing's. Had he been 
Prince or Zemindar of thofe Provinces, he would naturally and of courfe have named them, in 
his Propofals, “ my Sircars,” or ” my Zemindary s” and his Arzee, or Propofal, muft, according 
to the univerfal Cuftom of the Country, have been figncd by him “ Zemindar of the Mihals of 
“ Benares, &c. &c,” Through that whole War, which terminated in the entire Defeat of Shujah 
ud Dowlah, Bulwant Sing’s Conduit was alternately treacherous to his Matter and to us. His 
Firtt J unilion with us is acknowledged by the Court of Dircilors, in the Letter of the 26th of 
May 1768, to have been ” of ftgnal Service to us,” and I do not deny it; but the whole Corref- 
pondcnce of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 and 1765, proves that he never did us at^ 
ether Service : That he was fufpeilcd, a faithlefs and a dangerous Ally ; and that but for the Treaty 
made with him by the Commander of our Army, the Governor and Council would have “ feized his 
«• Perfon, and transferred his DiJlriUs to another." (See 2d Report of the Seleil Committee, Pages 
4 and 5, &c.) Bulwant Sing dying in the Year 1770, his Son Cheyt Sing fuccceded to his Rights, 
as Zemindar of Gungapoor. The Appointment of Farmer or Colleilor of Benares and Gauz'poor 
reverted of Courfe to the Vizier his Sovereign : I mutt obferve, that in the Tranflations of the 
Pcrfian Papers, both of thofe and the preceding Times, great Confufion occurs, in the Applica- 
tion of peculiar and definite Terms, with a loofe and unguarded Signification; for in Twenty dif- 
ferent Documents at leatt, quoted in the Second Report of the Seleft Committee, Bulwant Sing’s 
Farm or Colletiion, is ftyled his “ Zemindarry.” 1 need go no farther than the 5th Article of the 
Treaty of llliabad : (See 2d Report, lOth Page) : “ His Highnefs Shujah ud Dowlah engages in the 
“ moft folcmn Manner to continue Bulwant Sing in tlie Zemindaries of Benares, Gauzipoor, See. &c. ;” 
and in the 7th Article of the fame Treaty, it is refolvcd “ to rejlore to bis Highnefs the Country of Be- 
“ nares, and the ether Dittridks now by BulwantSing;” Bothoi thcfcArticlcs be admitted 
in their true and literal Senfe. If the Zemindary belonged to Bulwant Sing, be could not be faid to 
rent it : he paid Tribute only. If the Country did not belong to Shujah ud Dowlah, it could not 
be rejlored to him. In (hort, the Word ‘ Zemindary’ is ufed by our T ranttators in a lax Senfe, to fig- 
nify Djlrid or Province: This is evident from the Letter of the Bengal Government to the Court 
of Directors of nth September 1770 (fee 2d Report, toth Page) : “ In our former Letter, Gcntlc- 
“ men, we exprefled our Sentiments of the Confequence it was to your Affairs, that the Succeffion to 
“ the Zemindary of Benares fhould continue in the Family ; but that it was a delicate Point to accom- 
“ plifh with the Vizier.’’ — ’Hhy vtanMu a delicate Point ? The Third Paragraph of Mr. Burke’s 
Third Charge, peremptorily ttates, that on the Death of Bulwant Sing “ his Son Cheyt Sing fuc- 
“ ceeded to his Rights and Pretenfions.” The Delicacy of the Point confided precifely in the Want of 
Right, for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemindar, the Succeffion would have gone 
to his Son of courfe, there being in India no fuch Cuttom as Difinhcrifance : fhis Circumjlance proves 
alfo, that Bulwant Sing was not the Zemindar', for in that Cafe it mutt have devolved to him by In- 
heritance : Inttead of which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (fee 2d Report, Page 5) : ** If it is 
“ the Intention of the Englifh Gentlemen to take Pofleffion of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Dominions, 
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<* I will agree to hold Benarea anJ Gautipoor, &rc. t^eh have long Ittn unitrmj JurifdiSion^ on the 
« fame Terms from the Company as I did from Shujah ud Ddwlah.” Hert was precifely the Place 
to have pleaded hit Right «f and his fitU hy hbtritanct: Inftead of which, he only fays, 

thofe Places had long wen under his Jurifdiftion, which (if ony Meaning be annexed to the Words) 
mull imply that ihcy were not aheajsfo. 1 muft quote another Part of this Bengal Letter of loth 
September 1770 (2d Report, Page ii): “A jealous, fufpicious Difpofition of the old Rajah* 

“ Willed by the Diftruft of their own Children, inherent in the Minds of the People of this Country, 

“ may fojjihlj have been the Reafon why the Son was not included in the Treaty of 1 765 •, for bad 
“ ht exprtffed a IViJh to femre the Zemindary in bis own Family^ a Doubt can fcarcely be formed, 

“ &c.— But fufpicious, prebabiy^ of the Confequences that his Son '■'^Jhould think ht bad a Right to 
“ the Succeffion, his whole Aim feemed to center in Sclf-fecurity, without the leafl Attention to the 
“ Good of his Pollerity.” — I anfwer, every Word of this, if it be really applicable to Bulwant Sing’s 
State of Mind, proves beyond a Doubt, that be was not the Zemindar ; for, as Zemindary his Son muft 
have fucccedctl, in the Language of the Charge itfelf * and it was a Matter pcrfeclly indiflerent to 
the State of the Cafe, whether Bulwant Sing exprefled or did not exprefs his Wilhes on that Head : 
But if he really were " fufpicious of the Confequences that his Son Jheuld thiuk he had a Right to 
“ the Succefftony" it is demonllrablc that he knew the Son to have no Right ; for had he a Right, 
Bulwant Sing could neither fupprefs a Knowledge of it from his Son, nor controvert its ElFcAs. It 
would have been a clear, entailed, hereditary Eftate, of which it was mutually indifferent to the 
F.itlier and to the Son what each might feparately think. — When Chryt Sing, by the Influence of the 
Company, was confirmed in the Place which his Father had held as Farmer or Collcilor for the 
Vizier, he paid, as a Gift or Nuzzeranah, a Sum amounting to nearly 200,000 Pounds, and in- 
creafed his Rent near 30,000 Pounds per Annum; " by which” (Mr. Burke fays) “ he became 
“ iPurebafery for valuable Confiderations of his Right and Inheritance in' the Zemindary aforefaid.” 

I do not profefs to underftand how a Man can be faid to purchafe of another that which the other has not 
to fell. To the RigktSy the Charge exprcfsly declares Cheyt Sing to have fucceeded by the Death of 
his Father : The Inheritance itfelf is that very Right; fo that Cheyt Sing purchafed what he had 
already ; and the adual Fundlions of his Office, the Colledion of the Rents, and the Government 
of the Dillriifs, &c. were obligingly thrown into the Account. But why did the Vizier exaft 
f. 200,000 on the Death of Bulwant Sing Afluredly bccaufe, as Soveieign of the whole Coiin- 
' try, he poflefled and exercifed the Right of levying Fines, and that to an arbitrary Amount, as 
appears by the 2d Report of the Select Committee. I know not how we can deny the Exiftenic 
of many defpotic Principles in the Mogul Syftcm of Government ; but wherever thofe exift the 
Powers of the Prince will be every Thing, and the Rights of the Siibjeft nothing. Shujah ud 
Dowlah ftned Cheyt Sing £. 200,000, and £. 30,000 per Annum ; which, at only Ten Years 
Purchafe, is 300,000 5 in all, £500,000 for the mere inveftiture of what in the Charge is 
{fated to be his Right of Inheritance. I, who was veiled by my Station with exadfly the fame 
Powers as were exercifed by Shujah ud Dowlah, never thought of a greater Fine as a Punilhment 
for the mod flagrant Offences. Cheyt Sing fucceeded of courfe to bis Fathers ‘freafures (Sec Lieut. 
Colonel Harper’s Evidence, Appendix to zd Report), not by any Tcllamcntary Form, not by any 
Permiflion of the Vizier, not by any Intermediation of his Friends, but by Right of Inheritance. 
Are there Two or more Species of Rights of Inheritance? All that the Father could call his own came 
to the Son ; what he held of his Sovereign reverted to its Owner. The Dignity, th?. Power, the 
Profit confequent on the Government, were Matters which the Vizier had a Right to fell, and 
which Cheyt Sing might have a Preference in purchafing, if the Two Parties could fettle their 
Terms. Bulwant Sing had faved great Sums of Money out of his Government, by Colonel Har- 
per’s Evidence-, it was therefore an Object of Cheyt Sing to fucceed to his Father's Lcafe, even on 
Terms fomewhat Icfs advantageous. The Government, or Leafe (or by whatever other Title of 
Poircflion Bulwant Sing had exercifed Authority in Benares) was, at the Father’s Death, procured 
for the Son ; and as the General Letter from Bengal, dated 3 til Oftober 1770 (See 2d Report, Page 
I ith) exprefsly dates, Cheyt Sing was “ confidcred by the Vizier as holding that Country on the fame 
Terms as his Father.” Bulwant Sing, I have proved above, held only in Capite ; the Son therefore, 
at this Time, held only in Capite alfo: And Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that Bulwant 
Sing had but a Life intereft in the Lands, mud be midaken, where, in quoting from Memory, he 
gives Evidence, that " theSunnud to Cheyt Sing was granted to him and his Heirs." It is allowed 
on all Sides, that the Letter of the Treaty of Allahabad did not extend to Bulwant Sing's Heirs (fee 
2d Report, Page i2th). The Vizier therefore was perfedly judiliable in refufing to acknowledge 
it farther; and in my Deputation to Benares, in 1773, I procured a new Treaty, for the 
exprefs Purpofc of fettling this Point to Cheyt Sing’s Satisfaflion. It may be remarked, that all 
the governing Powers of Hindodan are extremely averfe to any Treaties or Agreements which 
are declared to be binding In Pofterity ; and I have had frequent Difficulties in many Negociations 
with the native Princes on this Head ; they have always pleaded “ that it was againd the Cudom 
“ of their Country.” — It mud be admitted, that the Council in 1773 conceived feme Doubts to 
exid/njwwA<r# refpefting, the Validity or the Extent of the Fird Stipulations in Behalf of Cheyt 
Sing, or they would not have empowered me to renew them. And 1 am warranted in having de- 
clared in my Narrative, “ that Cheyt Sing obtained from our Influence, exerted by myfelf, the 
“ Fird legal Title that bis Fami^ ever pofficlled of Property in the Land, of which he, til) then, 
18 “ was 
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“ was only the Aumil, and of which he became the acknowledged Zmindatt by a Sunnud granted 
“ to him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at n^^Inflance, in the Month of September S773>’* The Fa» 
tlicr was no more than Auniilt as I have amply proved i on his Deceafc the Son preciiely fucceedcd 
to his Rights and Pretenfions, u the Charge Rates— therefore became and if he ever 

was Zemindar, it could only be derived from the Sunnud of 1773. In 1774 the Majority of the 
new Council General adopted, in the Caf® of Shujah ud Dowlah's Son, the Syftem formerly fup- 
ported by Shujah ud Dowlah in the Cafe of the Son of Bulwant Sing. Tbty decided that the 'I'rcaty 
made with the Father did not bind them with refpcfl: to the Sen. In both Cafes my Opinion had 
been uniform and confiftent. In 1770 I thought that the Agreement made between Shujah ud 
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing was virtually in Force, though one of the contrafting Parties were dead, 
and that Cheyt Sing flood precifely in the Place of his Father. In 1774, I thought that the 
Treaty we had entered into with Shujah ud Dowla continued to bind the Company j and that his 
Son, Afoph ud Dowlah, had in every RefpeA fuccceded to his Father’s Engagements, as well as 
his Dominions. In both Cafes my Judgment has been unfortunate; the latter, however, procured 
the Company a large Addition of Territory and Revenue, on the Appropriation and Management 
of which, as the Majority of the Council decided againft tny Opinion, their Sentiments alone, and 
not mine, arc to be confidcred in whatever relates to the Tranfaflion. I mult therefore except to 
the Ufe made by Mr. Burke, and to any Ufe whatever being made, of any Minutes delivered 
in Council by me on that Occafion, as thofe Minutes were no Part of the Caufe or Motive 
on which tlie Majority afled ; and therefore, as far as any Good or Evil arofe out of the 
Aft itfelf, I am totally unconnefted with it. General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. 
Francis, in their Minute of 7th December 1775 (fee 2d Report, 23d Page), fully acquit 
me-, “ the Meafurc” (they fay) “ is Rriftly and exclufivcly ours. The original Plan was 
“ oppofed in every Step by the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll.” Upon the fame Principle I fo- 
Icmnly difclaim all Conneftion with, and even all Knowledge of, any “ improper and fraudulent 
“ I'ranfaftions with regard to the Symbols of Inveftiturc which ought to have been given to the 
“ Rajah ; and the Form of the Deeds by which the faid Zemindarry ought to have been granted,” 
as Rated in the 13th Article of the Charge. I am not refponfible for the Afts of the Majo- 
rity, nor for the Afts of Mr. Fowke their Refident at Benares, who afted wholly under their 
Authority, and over whom I had not the Shadow of an Influence ; 1 was at that Time but a Spec- 
tator of what was doing, a mere Cypher at the Board. 

“ If there were any Miftakes in the Modes of Invelliture, or the Forms of the Deeds, they were 
without my Concurrence ; and as I cannot even now conceive what Purpofc fo pitiful an Artifice 
could be fuppofed to anfwer, I will pofitively aflert they could not be fraudulent, Mr. Francis, who 
is the furviving Member of that Majority, “ to which the Mea/ure firiSlly and excluftvely belonged," is 
alone amenable for every Part of it, for its Informalities, as well as for its Merits ; for any “ com- 
“ plicated, artificial, and fraudulent Management," that might take Place in the Courfe of its Exe- 
cution, as well (') for the Grounds on which it was propofed : For my own Part (after difclaiming all 
Pretenfions to any particular jfnd exclufive Duty on me to attend to the due infertion of all Tranf- 
aftions on the Company’s Records, which Duty 1 conceive to be that of the Secretary, under the 
Direftion of thofe who had the Authority ; and alfo after profclfing moll religioufly that I did 
never, cither dircftly or indireftly, procure the OmilTion of a Syllabic of any public Document 
whatever, which ought to have been tranfmitted to the Court of Direftors) I do mod folemnly 
affirm and declare, that I did not, at the Time fpecified, meditate to make any evil Ufe whatever of 
the Deeds which arc Hated to have been withholden from the Company ; — that I did not (until the 
very Day when I firft read it in the Charge) know that fuch Deeds had been withholden, and that 
I ihoukl at all Times have loathed and fpurned at the mere Idea of grounding any Meafure of 
mine on fo lhallow and bafe a Manoeuvre; I may be allowed to add, that while the Counterparts 
of the Deeds exilled, all Concealment on our Side was equally ridiculous and incffcftual ; it is an 
invariable Form, that the Cabooliet, on ('•’) Agreement with the Zemindar, is always Word for Word 
the fame as the Potta or Lcafe. After all, I have been combating with a Shadow, for what were 
thefe Deeds which were fupprefled f The only Deed or Inllrument of Cheyt Sing’s Invelliture was 
the Sunnud or Charter, and the Potta or Leafe, which are exprelTcd in the Charge to have been 
regularly made out, and tranfmitted ; I know of no other. No Sunnuds were ever fent to the 
Court of Direftors, nor any Papers in the original Language. 

“PART Ild. 

“ I MEAN to trove fully, in its proper Place, that I never gave PermilRon to any Agent to refign 
for me the Office or Governor General, I can here only ajjfert it ; but when General Clavering attempted 
to alFumc the Chair which I had not vacated, I was warranted in fuppor;ing my Authority by every 
Means in my Power : I was warranted in Ilyling him ** Opponent," and warranted in treating every 
mifplaced Mark of Homage to him as a Perfonal Difrefpeft to myfelf : — When, therefore, I affirmed 
that Cheyt Sing had deputed an Agent, with an exprefs Commiffion to compliment General Cla- 
vering on his Acceffion to the Government, 1 affirmed a Faft certainly criminal and oflenfive to the 
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Cotnpany^s Government, inainrach as it was an officious and premature interference on the Part of 
the Rajah,— pregnant in itfolf with very great Difadva^tages to the due and orderly Adminiftration of 
Affairs, and deeply injurious, by the Example it held out to others, for taking Part in the Diffcnfions 
which at that Time hsrrafled our Councils. In Cheyt Sing’s Calc it was particularly obnoxious, 
becaufe all Corrcfpondence with him (as with other native Powers) was by the Company’s Orders 
condufied through the Medium of the Governor General ; the Rajah, therefore, had no Right, no 
Pretext, for paying fuch a Compliment to General Clavering, until bis Acceffion to the Chair had 
been notified in Form -, nor can it be urged, in the prefent Inftance, that fuch Notification was duly 
made; for, granting (as 1 believe I may) that General Clavering had iffued, in his afiumed Charaftcr 
of Governor General, Information to that Purport, Cheyt Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whole 
exprefs Bufinefs it was to let his Mailer right, and for that Purpofe he might. have had, avd had, at 
all Times free Accefs to my Houfc and Apartment ; and T alfo caufed immediate Official l)il- 
patches to be fent off to the different Country Powers to affurc them of my Continuance in Admi- 
niftration. I urged this Aft of the Rajah at the Time it took Placet and / now urge it, as a Proof 
of the Readinefs which he (hewed to foment, or even to take Part in any Divifions of our Govern- 
ment ; it always appeared to me indecent with rcl'peft to Office, unjuftifiable with refpeft to 
bis Situation, and a Proof of his rooted Difaffeftion to the Englifh Adminiftration, Whetlier or 
not I Perfonally forgave him, is of no Conl'equencc ; I never fought to punilh him but on public 
Grounds, And had he faithi'iilly dil'chargcd his Duty to the Company, he would never have 
heard a Syllable of my Rcfcntment, Implacability to my Inferiors is no Part of my C'liarafter, 
I am accufed “ That having obtained, in my Calling Vote, a Majority in Council on the Death 
“ of Sir John Clavering and Mr. Monlbn, I did I'uddenly, and without any previous general 
“ Communication with the Members of the Board, by a Minute of Confultation of the 9th of 
“ July 1778, make an extraordinary Demand, namely, that the Rajah of Benares fliould confent 
“ to the liftablilhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be railed and maintained at liis 
“ own Expence.” I anfwer, that on tlic 6th of July at Night a Packet was received from Mr. 
Baldwin at Cairo, with an Account (deemed fully authentic by the whole Council) that War had 
been aftually declared and commenced between Great Britain and France. It was my Duty to pro- 
pole Mcafures in Confequence of this Intelligence, without Lofs of Time. Accordingly, on the 9th of 
July, after an Interval of only Two Days, 1 gave in at the Council Board a Plan of General Inaeafe 
for our Military and Marine Eftablilhmcnts, to meet the Exigencies of the Moment, livery Mem- 
ber of our Government felt the Nccellity of the Meafure, and wc were for Once unanimous, My 
Propofitions, which embraced every Part of the Company’s Dependencies on that Side of India, 
could not, without glaring and very fufpicious Partiality, have omitted the Territories of Cheyt 
Sing. I allotted what I thought (and ftill think) a very moderate Portion of the newly-incurred 
Burthen of the War to him : Had my Colleagues been of a different Opinion, they might have 
propofed a Modification, or a total Exemption. They did neither. While they admitted the 
Necelfity of the aftual Demand, they did not objeft to the Sum : And the Decifton of future Right 
(on which there appeared fomc Shadow of Hefitation) wast by General Confent, referred to our 
Superiors (fee 2d Report, 26th Page). On this Right our Superiors did never decide while Cheyt 
Sing continued at Benares, though our Minutes on the Subjeft arrived in London the 12th of April 
1779. — Their Silence had all she Effe^ of Acquiefcence, The Rajah is faid to have aflerted, that I had 

f romiied this Exaftion Ihould continue but for One Tear, and Jhould not he drawn into Precedent . — 
now mod folcmnly declare, that I never made any fuch Promife ; and that I had eftcftually precluded 
myfelf from making it, the Minutes thcmfelves will teftify : for in our Firft Debate on the Subjeft, 
I agreed to add to my original Motion for railing the Troops the following Words, “ and to be dif- 
“ banded at the End of the fP'ar,' (fee 2d Report, 26th Pagej. After this I muft: have affefted a Spirit 
of Prophecy, to pretend that tlie Demand ftiould exift only for One Tear. The War continued in 
1779, and the Demand was accordingly renewed. It met with Prevarication, Excufe, and Pio- 
craltination on the Part of the Rajah. On the Third Year his Delays grew ftill more perplexing, 
and indicated the ftrongeft Signs of deterijiined Difobcdicncc. Sec all the Bengal Confultations 
of that Period, as exhibited in the 2d Report of the Scleft Committee, By this Time I confidercd 
myfelf as ailing on the fureji Grounds. The Letters from our Superiors, in Anfwer to thol'c of the 
Two preceding Years from us, contained no One Sentence which could be deemed a Difapproval 
of our Tranf^ions with the Rajah of Benares. As the Subjeft had been fully and repeatedly 
before them, it was irupoffiblc to fuppolc they had overlooked it. With my Hands thus ftrengthened 
by the implied Approbation of my Emplyers, as the Ex^encics of the War grew daily more prcffing, 
1 moved in Council, “ That Cheyt Sing ,m^ht be required to furnilh fuch Cavalry as he could 
“ fpare, with an exprefs Declaration to nioj* that they Ihould be returned at the Clo(e of the War 
and this was done by the Advice and Recommendation of Sir Eyre Cootc. The Raiah certainly 
maintained a confiderabfc Body of Cavalry. He admitted Thirteen hiuidred, and 1 know they 
were many more. In tire War with the Robillas he furnilhcd Five hundred to his then Sovereign, 
Shujah Ud Dowlah (fee Supplement to 2d Report, laih Page), and General Claverine would 
have rccommepdcd to him to keep up Two Thoufand: This was the Number I dcmanc^d; but 
on his repeated Reprefentations, I gradually lowered my RcquiTition to One thoufand. He 
acknowledged to have ‘bhirteen hundred, and yet offered but Five hundred to the Company. 
My Patience was'exhaufted by fuch npeated Afts of Contumacy, and I determined (I 

G repeat 



( 26 ) 

repeat it) to convert them into an Advantage for the Company’s Affairs, . I confidcred the 
Light in which luch Behaviour would hav^ been viewed by his native Sovereign, and I rcfolvcd 
he fliould feel the Power he had lb long infultcd. Forty or Fifty Lacks of Rupees would have 
been a moderate Fine for Shujah Ud Dowlah to exaft; he who had demanded 25 Lacks for the 
mere Fine of Succeflion, and received 20 in Hand, and an cncreafcd Rent tantamount to con- 
fidcrably above 30 Lacks more : And therefore I rejefted the Offer of Twenty, with which the 
Rajah would liave compromifed for his Guilt when it was too late. If I ever talked of felling the 
Company’s Sovereignty over Benares to the Nabob of Oude, it was but Umrm\ and no fub- 
fcquent Ad of mine warrants me to have feriouffy intended it : If I ever threatened to difpoflefs 
the Rajah of his Territories, it is no more than what my Prcdeceflbrs (without Rebuke from their 
Superiors, or Notice taken of the Expreflion) had wilhed and intended to have done to his Father, 
even when the Company had no Pretenfions to the Sovereignty of the Country ; it is no more 
than fuch a legal Ati of Sovereignty as his Behaviour juftified, and as I was juftificd in by the Inten- 
tions of my Prcdeceflbrs. If I pretended to feizc upon his Forts, it was in full Convidion that 
a Dependant on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and proteded in his Country by the Comf 
pany’s Arms had no Occafion for Forts^ had no Right to them, and could hold them for no 
otht T than rufpedted and rebellious Purpofes : None or the Company’s other Zemindars arc per- 
mitted to maintain them *, and even our Ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company’s 
Troops in all his Garrilbns i Policy and Public Safety abfolutcly require it. What State could 
exift, that allowed its inferior Members to hold Forts and Garrifons, independent of the fuperior 
Adminiflration ? — It is a Solecifm in Government to fuppofe it. 

P A R T Illd. 

“ 1 REMOVE D Mr. Fowke from Benares on Political Grounds, a^ainft the Orders of the 
Court of Direclors, bccaufe I thought it neceflary that the Rclident there mould be a Man of my 
own Nomination and Confidence*, I avow the Principle, and think no Government can fubfift 
without it. 'i he Punifliment of the Rajah made no Part of my Defign in Mr. Fowke’s Removal, 
or Mr. Markham’s Appointment, nor was his Punilhment an Objed of my Contemplation at the 
Time. I removed Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham j an Appointment of my own Choice, 
and a Signal to notify the Reftoration of my own Authority, as I had before removed Mr. Fowke, 
and appointed Mr. Graham, for the fame Purpofe. 

J'hc Charge adds, It was foon after that I prepared for a Journey to Benares.” This is not 
true rhe Interval of Time is evidently Ihortencd, for the Purpofe of forcing the Inference before 
drawn from my Appointment of the new Refident. This Appointment was made early in Fe- 
bruary, and I lc(t Calcutta in July, 

I deny that the Dclign of exading a Penalty from Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious Be- 
haviour, was either ** wicked” or “ perfidious,” as is Hated in the Charge. I admit that I did not 
enter it on the Conlulrations, bccaufe it was not neceflTary \ even this Plan itfelf of the Fine was not 
a fixed Plan, but to be regulated by Circumftances, both as to the fubftantial Execution of it, and 
the Mode : Nay, I will aver, that I had drawn up a Review of our whole Political Connexions, 
extended even as tar as Guzzerat, and given a Copy of it to Mr. Whelcr, containing a Variety of 
Modes, from which I meant to draw lomc Relief of Alliance, Power, or Finance, to favc them 
from the Ruin which was accumulating around them j and this Plan of the Fine, as I recoiled, 
made a Part of it. But was it neceflary, as an Official Obligation upon me, or would it have 
Ixcn prudent that I ihould enter upon our Confultations every fpcculative Refource to which the 
Exigency of our Affairs might eventually compel me to have Rccourfc ? And was I precluded from 
availing myfclf of any fuen Rcfourccs, when the Occafion required them, and the Means were 
afforded me, becauic the Defign of them had not before been entered on our Confultations ? 
In what Part of the Comoany’s Standing Orders, nay, I may add, in what Code of Common 
Senfe, is luch a Rule prcfcrilxd to me f In this Charge I am blamed for ** the long Concealment, 
and “ laic Communication” of this Intention (viz. of the Fine), Time not being allowed to my 
** Colleague to confider the Nature and Confcqucnccs of fuch a Projed, or to advife any Precau- 

lion concerning the fame.” — Ihe Grounds on which this Charge is founded arc, that although 
I communicated my Intentions to Major Palmer in June, it does not appear that I communicated 
them to Mr, Whelcr till the Eve of my Departure. It is fuppofed that the Eve means the pre- 
ceding Night : Afluredly it will admit of a larger Conftrudion, From my Rccollcdion, at this 
Dillanccof Time, 1 will venture to affirm, that my Intentions were communicated to Mr. Whcler 
fome IFeeks before my Departure *, I believe 1 may fay, almofl: as foon as they were formed, for I was 
then in the Habit of the moll confidential Intercourfe with him j nay, I think it probable that they 
were communicated to him even before they were to Major Palmer, as«that Gentleman arrived in 
Calcutta only a very Ihort Time before my Departure, which was on the 7th of July. I avow 
my Intention of fining Cheyt Sing Fifty Lacks. This was the Improvement of the Intcreft which 
** the Company poflclTcd in the Zemindarry,” alluded tain my Minute on the Occafion. And 
as 1 own myfclf not to have forelccn Cheyt Sing’s Flight or Rebellion, I did conceive it pof- 
fiblc to have formed an Arrangement of this Kind with the Rajah,” — and it was certainly fit 
‘‘ and conlonanc to the mutual Engagements f^bjipng between the Company and the Rajah** 
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This r will prove at Ui^ : A Ftne was what I meant to exad— and io Jlne was a Right exprefsly re^ 
ferved to the Company (fee a Secret Letter from the Governor General and Council of BensaL 
dated 15th January i7v6— i. e. General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis) : » Wc 
thought it advifeablc to fix a proper Weight and Standard, to be invariably obferved by tlie 
« Rajah in all Money which might be coined, on Pain of forftitmg the Mm, and heiw liable to 
ai^ Penalty the Board might think ft to impofe, on the Firft inftance of any deviation.” 
The fame Sovereignty which could diftatc fo authoritatively on one Occafion, mull have had an 
equal Right in others •, and therefore the Exaftion and Payment of a Penalty was co»finam to the 
Engagements between the Cempai^ and the Rajah. Shujah ud Dowlah levied a Pine, on the Death 
of the Father, for invefting the Son. Here then wc have a Second Right made over, with the 
other Appendages of Sovereignty, to the Company. Had not our powerful Interpolition pre- 
vented the Confequenccs of Bulwant Sing’s Treachery to his Mailer, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah 
would probably have exerted, with fignal Rigour, a Third Right of Kning, and have furnilhed 
me with a Precedent full in Point to my Treatment of Cheyt Sing. The Inference therefore is, 
that the Right of Fining was general— perhaps arbitrary j but for that I am not refponfible • It is 
a Defeft woven into the Texture of the Mogul Syftem—It will no Doubt be moll happy for tlie 
Inhabitants of Afia, when the defpotic Inllitutes of Jengheez Khawn or Tamerlane lliall civc 
Place to the liberal Spirit of a Britilh Legifiature and I (hall be amply fatisfied in mv prclcnt 
Prolecution, if it lhall tend to hallen the Approach of an Event fo beneficial to the f’rcat Intcrcfls 
of Mankind. In my Narrative of the fublcquent Tranfaftions between Cheyt Sing and myfcll 
compofed while all the Circumftances were ftrong in my Recollcftion, 1 have detailed every Par- 
ticular neceflary for a complete Comprehenfion of the painful Part 1 had to fupport.— To tlie Co- 
lourings which are put upon many of my Expreflions by the Subtiltics of Conllrudion, I Iball make 
few or no Objcdions. Truth is my immediate Aim, and I cannot ftep out of my Way to glean 
up every cafual Infinuation ; otherwife I might obferve, that I cannot well conceive why, on my 
Refufal to fee the Rajah, it fliould be pronounced that I “ rudely and infolently forbad his Vi/tt ” 
Is it rude to be peremptory ? or is Refolution Infolcnce ? if he were a great Prince, I, as repre- 
fenting his Sovereign, fiiould feem a great King. I gave the Rajah in Writing my Charges 
relpefting his Conduft, “ informar perhaps, and “ irregular for where Ihould I liave 
acquired the legal Precifm requifite for a Special Pleader? but certainly fubfiantial, and 
momentous, and juft. I have laid that his Anfjoer was “ not only unfatisfidory in Sub- 
llancc,— but offcnfive in Style." I repeat the Aflcriion now, that near Five Years fince claplld 
have cooled my Refentments (if I ever had any) and that my Feelings arc no longer 
intcrcftcd by concomitant Circumftances. It was filled with Ihuflling Excufes and palpable 
Falfchoods. It ftated that the Rajah had furnilhed the additional Five Lacks of Rupees 
“wi/A the utmoft Readinefs-," and that he had token a Penalty Bond from his Aumils that 
« they ftiould keep no Thieves in their Diftrias.” Was all this true, or fatisfaaory, or decent .?-I 
hadnow Realon to fufpeA that the Rajah would never come to fuck “ an Arrangement*’ as I 
wilhed, till he had, at leaft in fomc (light Degree, felt the Hand of Authority ; and 1 accordingly 
put him under an Arreft. No Infult, no Menace, no Violence of any Kind, was intended or ap- 
plied : I even wrerte to him to calm any Apprehenfions for Perfonal Safety which he might be weak 
enough to entertain-, and I received his Anfwer, that « he was entirely free from Concern and 
Apprehenfion. What followed I need not here particularize. My Conduft was regulated by 
Events which I could neither forefee nor controul. All my original Meafurcs were broken 
through, all my Defigns annihilated, by the barbarous MalTacreof my unarmed Troops, and the 
unexpefled Higl’t of Cheyt Sing. Every Step which I had taken before that fatal Moment is an 
incontrovertible I roof, that I hod formed no Dfftgn “ of feizing upon the Rajah’s Treafures, or of 
depofing him ; and certainly, at the Time when I did form the Defign of making the PunilTi- 
ment of his former ill Conduft fubfcrvient to the Exigencies of the State, by a large Fine, » I did 
11 ”1 H^meditated Projed for driving the Englifb out of India, with which I 

alterwardschargcdhim. — Had I been forewarned of this Projcil in the Extent which I after- 
wards difcovered, I moft aftbrcdly' would have anticipated his Schemes with more folid Eftc«ft, and 
Without Perfonal Ha^rd: I would never have propofed to “ fettle his Zemindary upon him," on 
any Pooling at all. Nothing therefore can equal my Surprize at the Tenor of this Part of the 
f my Incapacity to anfiver, without Contradiftion, Two Accufations totally conira- 

T^' V/-? “ 'il \ 3d Seftion of the 3d Charge, I am acculed of 
to all the Rajah s humble Submillions > of Perfeverance in rejefting all Accommoda- 

d Med with Infolence and Llice," in not rc- 

fhr!l!rk ri notorioufty drawn the Sword of Rebellion. And in 

" '* I “ '’“d conceived 

«• faiterous Defigns againft the Company, from whom he 

« his tributary Eftate, or had been otherwife guilty of fuch enormous Offences as to make it 
« take extraordinary Methods for coercing him, it would not have bun proper to fettle 

other TerritV. upon 

accufed oK; r “P®" “7 m'’' ■■ ^““"8 ^ ^ “"d the fame Charge 

accufedof beingyivrre’ and told it would not have been propeA' for me to have been lenient •— 

n ured for intending to fettle the Zemindary upon Cheyt Sing, and Cenfured for having rejeded 

all 
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all his Offers towards a Settlement. — I can onlj{ anfwer to this formidable Dilemma, th^t ib long as 
I conceived Cl»cyt Sing’s Mifeondud and Contumacy to have me rather than the Company for in 
Objcd, at lead to be merely the Kff'ed of pernicious Advice or mifguided Folly, without ^any 
ioriDal Dchgn of openly rcfifting our Authority, or dilclaiming our Sovereignty, I looked upon a 
confidcrable Fine as fufficient both for his immediate Punilhment, and for bindings him to iuiurc 
good Behaviour : I therefore entertained no ferious "I’houghts of expelling him, or proceedinjg 
othci wife to Violence i but when and his People broke out into the mod atrocious Ads of 
Rebellion and Murder ; when the Jus fortioris et Lex ultima Regum were appealed to on his 
Part (and without any fufliciciu Plea afforded him on mine) I from that Moment confidened him 
as the I'raicor and Criminal dcfcribcci in the Charge ; and no Conceffions, no Humiliations, no 
Submiffions, could ever after induce me to fettle the Zemindary of Benares, or any oth^r Terri- 
** torv, upon him, on any Footing whatever.” 

Minutes delivered by meat the Council Board during the Time that the Ccffion of thp Sove- 
reignty of Benares and Gauzii)Oor was negociated with the Vizier, are quoted againjl me in the zSih 
Claufe of this Pait of the Charge. Tl;e Minute in (;jj,ic(lion does undoubtedly contain my Senti- 
ments at that Beriod, but thofe Sentiments went for Nothing : General Clavering and his Majority 
tleciiicd againll my Opinion *, “ the Meuftiie is jlritlly and exdufively their own I, therefore, have 
nothing to do with it. But wlun, by the Death of 'I'wo who compolld that Majoiity, I became 
fomewhat more than a mere Pageant in the Adminiffration, 1 neceffarily refumed the Bufniefs 
where they had left it; I corifidtied Clu7t Sing preciicly what they had made bim^ a tributary 
Landholder; not what I would have made him (but was overruled) an independent Prince, and a 
poweiful Ally, placed as a Banler between the Vizier and (iovernrnent of B'T*gal, — /would have 
caufed the Company’s 'IVibutc to be received at Patna v/iihin the Compui ’N Provinces: "They 
caufed it to received at Benares. — I would have renounced the Suverrignty of his Country : 

affuincd it. 'l“he Sovereignty which they ajjumedy it fell to my 1 ot, very unexpedtedly, 
to exert \ and whether or not “ Inch Powers, or Powers of that N uure, were delegated to 
“ me by any Ihuviiions of any Ad:!: of Parliament,” I confels mylelf too little of a Lawyer 
to pronounce. 1 only know, that the Acceptance of the Sovereignty of Benares, &c. is not ac- 
knowledged or admitted by any Ad of Parliament ; and yec, by the particular Interference 
of the Majority of the Council, the Company is clearly and ind:fputab*y fei/ed of that So- 
vereignty. d'hat if, therefore, the Sovereignty of Benaics, as ceded to us by the Vizier, have 
any Rights whatever annexed to it (and be not a mere empty Word withoot Meaning) thofe Rights 
nnid bo lueh as are field, countenanced, and cllablilhed by the Law, Cuflom, and Ufage of tlic 
Mogul iMupiic, and not by the Provifioiis of any Britifli Aft of Parhamuic hitherto enaftai. 
^hoje Rights (and none other) I have been the involuntary inftrument of enfoning. And if any 
future i\tt of Parliament fhali pofitively, or by Implication, tend to annihilate thole very Rights, 
or their Fxertion, as I have exerted them, I much fear, that the boaltcd Sovereignty of Benares, 
which was held up as an Acquifuion almolf obtruded upon the Company, againft my Confent and 
Opinion (fi^r I at knowledge that, even then^ I forefaw many Difficulties anrl Inconveniences in its 
future Fxerulc), I fear, I lay, that this Sovereignty will be found a Buichcn inftead of a Benefic.; 
a heavy Clog ratlier than a precious Ciem to its pref nt Poffeffors. I mean, unlefs the Whole of 
our Territory in that Q^iarter lhall be rounded and made an uniform compaft Body, by One grand 
and lyilematic Arrangement; fuch an Arrangement as (hall do away all the Michicls, Doubts, and 
Jnconvcnicnces (both to the Governors and the Governed) arifing from the T^/nV/y of Tenures, 
Rights, and Claims in all Calcs of Landed Property and Feudal Jurifdiftion in India; from 
the Informality, Invalidity, and Inftability of all Engagements in fo divided and unfettlcd u State 
of Society; and from the unavoidable Anarchy and Confufion of different Laws, Religions, and 
Prtjudiivs, moral, civil, and political, all jumbled together in One unnatural and difcordanc 
Mafs. Every Part of llindoltan has been conftantly expofed to thefe and fimilar Difadvantages 
ever fince the Mahomedan Conquefls. The Hindoos, who never incorporated with their Con- 
querors, were kept in Order only by the ftrong Hand of Power. The conftant Neceffity of fimi- 
lar Exertions would incrcafc at once their Energy and Extent, fo that Rebellion itlclf is the Parent 
and IVomoter of Dcfpotilm. 

Sovereignty in India implies nothing elfe; for I know not how wc can form an Kflimate of its 
Powers but from its vifible Effefts — and thole arc every where the fame, from Cabool to AfTam. 
The whole Hiftory of Afia is nothing more than Precedents to prove the invariable Exercife of 
arbitrary Power, loall this I llrongly alluded in the Minutes I delivered in Council, when the 
'I rcaty with the new Vizier was on Foot in 1775 ; and I wifhed to make Cheyt Sing independent, 
becaulc in India Dcpendance included a Thoufand Evils, many of which I enumerated at that 
l ime, and they arc entered in the gih Claufe of the Firll Seftion qf this Charge. I knew the 
Powers with which an Indian Sovereignty is armed, and the Dangers to which frihutaries are expofed. 
J knew, that from the Hiilory of Alia, and from the very Nature of Mankind, the Subjefts of a 
ilelpoiic Empire arc always vigilant for the Moment to rebel, and the Sovereign is ever jealous of 
rebellious Intentions. A Zemindar is an Indian Subjeft, and as fuch expofed to the common Lot 
of his Fellows. “ ‘the mean and depraved State of a mere ZemindaP" is, therefore, this very Dc- 
j)endance above-mentioned on a delpotic Government— this very Fronenefs to (hake oft’ his Alle- 
giance, and this very Expofurc Co continual Danger from his Soveicign’s Jealoufy, which are con- 
5 fequcnc 
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fcquent on the Political State of Hindoftanic Governments* Bulwant Sing if he had hcin, and 
Cheyt Sing as long as he wax, a Zemindar^ ftood in this man and depraved S{aU\** by the 

Cenftitution of Ms Country* /did not make it for him, but would have lecured him from it. Thofe 
ivho made him a Zemindar entailed upon him the Conlwjucnccs of fo mean and depraved a Tenure. 
Ally Verdy Khaun and Coffim Ally fined all their Zemindars, on the Ncccffitics ot War, and on 
every Pretence, either of Court NeccfiTity, or Court Extravagance. 

♦♦ I have but few Words to alledgc in my own Behalf on the Depofitions, Affidavits, and other 
Teftimonies annexed to my Narrative. Every Man will lee that in fo fingular a Situation I could 
do no otherwifc. If the Means I made uic of were the bejl in my Tower^ I (land acquittal of Ne- 
gleft or ill Intention. The Perfons who have given their feveral Tcltimonies on the Occafion were 
not felefted for the Purpofe by mCy but arc fuch as were on the Spot, and who owed their Knowledge 
of the Tranfaftions either to aftual Infpedion, or to (hanng a Part of the common Difficulties: 
How fuch of the Evidence as was attefted upon Oath could be “ not fit or decent to he taken by a 
“ BritiJI:i Magiftrate^ or to be tranfmitted to a Britifio Government^* I am llill at a Lol's to comprehend. 

I have always thought that an Affidavit might be fworn to before ar.y of Hi s Majejlfsjujliccs of the 
Peace, whether in or out of the particular and local Jurifdiftiorr of that Magillratc. Britifli Subjeds 
could certainly fwear with Propriety before no other Perfon vobatever, while luch a Magiltrate was on 
the Spot; and if I had negleftcd this Precaution, I cannot doubt but it would have been converted 
into a much more formidable Charge againll me, that, with every Opportunity for compleatly 

vindicating all ilie Steps I had taken in this Affair, I had moll JhamcJuHy, and fraudulently, and 
“ unjiijhfiably omitted to have the feveral Circumltanecs detailed in Writing and upon Oath, 

although One of His Majejly's "jvjhces voas upon the Spet at the Timed* In a Matter of mere Affi- 
davit (no Trial in aCouit of Jultice then pending) I never have heard that it was ufual, or ex* 
peded or neccffiry to have a Pcrlon prefenc ‘‘ to objed to the Competence or Credibility, or Re- 
“ Icvency of the Affidavit.** To the Admiffion of fuch OhjeHions, a Julliceof Peace, out of his 
Juiifdidion, is ceitainly not competent : It alters the very Nature of the Eundion ; and would 
torchto.-: a ]\ cial Procefs between Two Parties, before a Judge who hold.s no Court, and U) 
wi, /,.i n/iflier Party is amenable. But ihele are vSophiltries totally unconneded with the mam 
Qurii; 1 deemed Cheyt Sing a and :i Traitor \ I accordingly rejedlcd his Submiffions, 
and expelled him from his Zemindary. The Affidavits are meant as Proojs of his Rebellion for 
the S.u.st'adion of others : My own Convitdion wanted no fuch Affidance •, nor would any Oljedtions 
le LGuld iMiVe made \\v*\k^ a l ittle of my Opinion. My Superiors, the Court of Diredors, in 
their Letter to Bengal of the 2 (Sth January have faid, “After the Rcfdlaiue which the 

“ Rajah had made, no Countenance could be ccnjijlcntly Jhczvn him\ nor was any Mcahirc for his 
“ Redoraiioti every piopoled.’* To them, thcreloie, and to their Senle of the Kajalfs (iuilt, I 
may appeal for the Propriety of tianfimtting thofe 'I'cltimonies. It was a Mafs of EvkIcikc, whi^li 
on tlie Whole proved the Sufficiency of the Grounds on which I have adeJ. 

P A R T IVth. and Vtli. 

“ I AM here accufed of having caufed a Second, and then a Third Revolution in Benares I’hnt 
the Kernoval of a Colledor or Receiver General of the i'lOviiKc is put on the Footing of a 
Diipolfellion ot the immediate Landholder and Zemindar; whieh amoinits nearly to alfciiing, 
that the Difimllion of a Minillry in this Country is complete a Revolution as ilie Abdic.aion of 
Jame. the Second. 'The J‘'xpulfion of Cheyt Sing^ was indifpiicably a “ Revoiuti( n.’* I have always 
called it lb. The iiibfcquent Arrangements were meie internal Correftions ot a Syllem which F’x- 
jxriment proved to be imperfed. When a new SyRem was to be formed with the Sucadfor of 
Cheyt Sing (who, not being his Heir, had no Claim of Right) I faw no ObjcLtiuii to making the 
Company’s IntercRs my firft Principle of Adion, 'The caly Accumulation of too miK h \\ i ahh 
had been Cheyt Sing’s Ruin ; it had buoyed him up with extravagant and ill iuunded Notions of 
Independence, which I very much wiflial to difeourage in the future Rajah. Some Part theie- 
tore of the luperabundant Produce of the Country I turned into the Cofters of the Sovereiggi, by 
an Augmentation of the Tribute, d’o the Mint, and the Excrcilc of Criminul Julliee, we were 
txciufively entitled by tlie very /Ll ofC€(fton from the Pizier*, and they were both given up to Cheyt 
Sing as a Matter of Perlonal Favour only : That we had not given up to him the Right as well as 
the h'unRicn, is proved by the Paragrap.h above quoted, where an arbitrary Penalty, and atfual 
Deprivation, are denounced againft him for the very firil Abafcmcnt of Coin, by the Autht^rity of 
the Council, without my Pai ticipation in the A6t. Thele 1’wo, therefore, I relumed, from Con- 
viclion of ic*s biing proper and neceffary fo to do. The One is held by the Britilh Rcfidcnt, nomi- 
nated and appointed by the Company, Mr. Fowke, by whom I believe it to have been moR ho- 
nourably coi.dufted; the other I entruRcd, with lome new and ncceflary Modifications, to a Ma- 
uommcd.tn of the firft ^Abilities in India, and of the mod unimpeachable Integiiry ; under whole 
AdmlniRration Pranquillity, good Order, and Security have taken Place in a Degree never before 
experienced in Benares. 1 he Inhabitants have greatly increafed fince that Period, and upwatcls of 
2,5<)o IloLifes (as he informs me in a Letter 1 have lately received from him) have been added to 
tile City. To obviate Mifunderftanding, I muft obferve, that the Adminillrator of Criminal JuRic e 
in Benares has always been of the Mahommedan Religion, and was always appointed by Shujah ud 

H Dow lull 
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Dowlah himfclf to the Day of hij Death. Of the Events fubfequent to Cheyt Sing’s Expulfion, I 
conceive a very (light Account to be fuiHcient. I fettled the AflFairs of the Zemindaty at that Period 
with as much Care and Circumfpeftion as the'Shortnefs of the Time, and the Variety of niy Env- 
ployments, would permit. It happened (for which I vms by no Means blameable) that the Perlbns 
in whom I entrufted the executive Powers of the Zemindary, and whonr 1 chofc becaufc tltcy wcie 
the neared Relations to the Rajah, were inadequate to the Duty. I had Reafon to doubt their la. 
tegrity as well as Capacity, and therefore I caufed them to be removed. A Seceiid Experiment 
proved equally unfatisfaitory, and from the fame Caufes. I was therefore reduced to exert the 
fame Remedy j but during thefc necefiary, and iy no Means extraordinary^ Changes of Miniftry, 
the Rajah himfclf and his People were in perfeft Saurity : The very Removal of the effeftive Ad- 
miniftrator, on his opprcITive Conduft and Official Peculation, has operated on the Minds of the 
Inhabitants very greatly in Favour of Britiffi Integrity and good Government. It is a Faft, and 
I can adduce very many Gentlemen now in London to confirm my Allcrtion, that the Countries of 
Benares and Gauzipoor were never, within the Memory of Englifhmen, fo well prote^ed, fo peace* 
ably governed, or more induftrioufly cultivated, than at the prefent Moment : And as for tl« City 
of Benares, I appeal to the Letters which have been lately received from Madajee Scindia, by His 
Majefty and the Biall India Company, and which were written Months after my Departure, to 
prove, that my Regulations had not only contributed greatly to the Peace and good Order of that 
City, but had extended the Credit and Reputation of the £ngli(h Government to every Parc of 
Indoftan and Deccan. 



( 31 ) 


Die Mortis, a6® FebruarH 1788. 

r"|^HE Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons that they might proceed with their Evidence. 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe that they fliould begin with what 
they left unfiniflied Yefterday, and firft produce the Form of the Commiflion to former 
Prefidents of the Council at Bengal. That upon Inquiry they found that Governor 
Cartier, who immediately preceded Mr. Haftings as Prefident of the Council at Bengal, 
had no Commiffion as Prefident, but was appointed to that Office in the fame Manner 
Mr, Haftings himfelf was ; Therefore they would produce the Commiffion to Mr. Ve- 
relft, who was the immediate Predeceflbr of Mr. Cartier, and alfo the immediate 
Succeflbr of Lord Clive, the latter of whom had been appointed by a fimilar Com- 
miffion with that now about to be produced. 

For this Purpofe they called Mr. ROBERT HUDSON, who produced a Book, 
intituled, “ Bengal Dilpatches which being dcliveral in, the following Extrafls 
from it were read by the Clerk, viz. Paragraph 7. of the Company’s General Letter 
to Bengal, dated 12th January 1768, Page 388 of the faid Book— alfo the Company’s 
Commiffion, conftituting Harry Verelft Efq. Prefident and Governor of Fort William, 
Page 394 of the faid Book; and the fame are as follow : 


“ Our Prefident and Council at Fort William 12th January 1-68. 

in Bengal. Sent per Dutton, 

Queen, 

Ankerwyke* 

7. “ By the Ship Dutton we fend a Commiffion under the Company’s Seal j and an attefted 
Copy thereof in the Queen’s Packet, conftituting and appointing the Prefident and Governor and 
the reft of the Council at our Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in the Order and in the 
Manner they are hereunder direded and deferibed, viz. 


Harry Verelft Efquirc, 
John Cartier Efquire, 


Colonel Richard Smith, 

Mr. Francis Sykes, 

Mr, Richard Bechcr, 

Mr. James Alexander, 
Mr. Claud Rufllll, 

Mr. Thomas Rumbold, 
Mr. William Alderfey, 
Mr. Thomas Kclfall, 

Mr. Charles Floycr, 

Mr. Alexander Campbell, 


Prefident and Governor. 

Second in Council, and to fuccecd to the Go- 
vernment in cafe of a Vacancy therein, by the 
Dcccafe, or otherways, of Mr. Verelft. 

Third, but not at any Time to rife higher in 
the faid Council than Third. 

Fourth. 

Fifth. 

Sixth. 

Seventh. 

Eighth. 

Ninth. 

Tenth. 

Eleventh. 

Twelfth, and laft of the faid Council. 


“ 1 2th January 1768. 
Per Dutton, 

Queen, 

Ankerwyke, 


,1. f United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, to all to whom 
thele I relents (hall come, fend, greeting. Know ye that the faid United Company, repofing efpecial 
Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, Juftice, and Circumfpeflion, of Harry Verelft 
tlquire, have made, conftituted, and ordained, and, by thefe Prefents, do make, conftitutc, and 
ordain Je faid Harry Verelft Efquirc to be Prefident and Governor of and for all the faid Compa- 
J a I ^ Bengal, and other the Places and Provinces thereunto belonging in the 

Commander in Chief of our Fort William in the 
^ay or Bengal, and all the Towns and Territories thereunto belonging, and of all and finPular 
the torts, Faftorics, and Settlements, Lands, Territories, Countries, and Jurifdiftions, belong- 

P Bengal, and of all the Forces which now arc, or hereafter may 
SJi. for the Service of the Ciid United Company, in the faid Forts, Towns, and 

. TY,^ execute all and every the Powers and Authorities thereunto appertaining, by Order 
i cdtioi^of the Court of Dirciftors of the faid United Company for the Time being, and to 


continue 



• Vide 1 ft r.ir, 
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continue in the Kxercife of the fame during our and their Pleafure, and until the contraiy thereof 
lhall be fignified, under the Seal of the laid United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Iiaft Indies, or under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the Court of Direftors of the faid 
Company for the Time being. And to the End the faid Harry Verelft may be better enabled to 
order and manage all the Affairs of the faid United Company, we do, by thefe Frefents, conffi- 
tutc and ordain John Cartier Lfquirc to be Second of our Council of Fort William, next after 
our fiid Prefident Harry Verelft j Colonel Richard Smith to be and continue Third of our faid 
Count il, and not to rile to a fuperior Rank therein ; Mr, Francis Sykes to be Fourth, Mr. Richard 
HccIk r to be Fifth, Mr. James Alexander to be Sixth, Mr. Claud Ruftell to be Seventh, Mr. Tho- 
mas Rumboid to be Eighth, Mr. William Alderfey to be Ninth, Mr. 'Fhomas Keliall to be 
'I'enth, Mr. Charles Floycr to be Eleventh, and Mr. Alexander Campbell to be Twelfth, and laft 
of our laid Council of Fort William, for governing and managing all the faid Company’s Affairs 
in Bengal, and the Places and Provinces bcl< nging to us as aforefaid •, and we do hereby give and 
grant unto our laid Prefident and Governor Harry Verelft, and to our Council aforenamed, or the 
major Part of them (the Council being duly lummoned), full Power and Authority from Time to 
l ime, to rule anil govern ail and every our Faiftors and Servants under the faid Prefidency, and all 
the .Soldiers and Inhabitants of our faid Fort William, and all the Towns and Territories there- 
unto belonging, and of all and Angular the Forts, Faftories, and Settlements, Lands, Territo- 
ries, Countries and Jurildictions belonging to us within the Subahihip of Bengal, to adminiftcr 
lawful Oaths as Octafion lhall require, and to do and perform all Aich other Afts and Things, 
and to ufe and exercil'e all fuch other Powers anti Authorities as the faid Prefident and Governor, 
and his Council, in their feveral and refpeftive Places, where the faid United Company have or 
ffiall have Fadfors, or any Places of 'Ff.idc, arc authorifed to do, according to fuch Inftrudions 
and Diredions as the laid I larry Verelft, our Prefident and Governor, and Council afordaid, 
lhall, from l ime to Time, receive, under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the Court of Di- 
redors of the laid United Company for the Time being. And we the laid United Company do 
hereby order and require all our Fadors, Servants, Officers and Soldiers within the Limits of the 
laid Prefidency, and all the People and Inhabitants of the faid Fort William, and all the 'J'owns 
and Territories thereunto belonging, to conform, fuhmit and yield due Obedience unto him the faid 
Harry Verelft, oar laid Prefident and Governor, and his Council accordingly. And forafmuch as 
it is altogether neceflary, that in calc of the Death or Removal of the laid Harry Verelft, our 
Prefidency ftiould be provided for the Defence and Government thereof, we do therefore, by 
thefe Prclents, ordain and appoint, that in fuch Cafe the faid John Cartier P.fquirc lhall imme- 
tiiately be and lucceed in the Place and Charge of Prefident and Governor of Fort ^iVilliam afore- 
faid t and, in calc of his Death or Removal, the next in Degree of Council below the laid Colo- 
nel Richaril Smith fliall fucceed in the faid Prcfide.ncy and Govcrnnicnt, in as full and ample M.an- 
ner, and with as large and ample Powers, Privileges, and Authorities, as are hereby granted unto 
the faid Harry Verelft, until our further Plcafure be known therein. And we do hereby revoke, 
repeal, annul, and make void, every former Commiflion or CommilTions, given and granted by 
us, whereby any other Perlim or Perfons was and were conflituted and ordained Prefident and 
(lovernor, and any otlier Perfons thetein named were conftituted and ordained to be of the Conn- 
'Cil at hort William afordaid. In Witnefs whereof, wc the laid United Company have caiifed our 
common Seal to be affixed to tliele Prclents i!ie Twelitli Day of January, in the Eighth Year of 
the Reign ol his Moft Excellent Majcfty George the I’iiird, by the Grace of God, of Great Bri- 
tain, France and Ireland, King, Delender of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the Year of our 
Eortl One thoufand fcvcn liiindred and lixiy-ciglu. 



Signed by Onler of the Court of Dircflois of the faid United Company. 

Rob. James, Secretary. 

To prove that the Country of Bulwant Sing was always reckoned .a Zemindary, 
that Dulwattt Sing was conlklered as a Zemindar, and that he held and enjoyed the 
lame through Shujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Mogul Em- 
pire*, 

The Witnefs was directed to produce the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 6th 
December 1764. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That it might tend to 
Elucidation, it they ftated, that about this Time, namely, the latter End of the 
Year 1764, a Projedl was formed for obtaining the Sovereignty over Bulwant Sing for 
the Company j which Project, however, was given up, and the Sovereignty left with 
Sliujah ul Dowlah, the fame not being transferred to the Company till fome Years 
after, viz. in the Year 1775. 

Then the following Extract from the Confultation, 6th December 1764, was read 
by the Clci k, and is as follows : 

16 “ Fort 
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** Fort \¥iHi«n» 6ch December 1764. 

Ata Confulcatk>n» PreTem, 
tilto Hoaowablc John Spencer £fqnire, Frefideat ) 

Charlet Su0brd Pl^ell Efqutre, 

Warren Haftings Eiquire, 

Jcrfin Johnftone ElqulrCt 
SunucI Middictofi Eiquire^ 

Ralph Leyafter £fquire» 

John Burden Efquire. 

«• The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

“ The Confultation of the 26th ultimo^ being wrote fair, was now read, and approved. 

Mr. Vanfuiart having fincc ourlaft Meeting embarked for Europe, and Mr. SpciKcr received 
from him the Charge of the Government, he now takes his Scat as Prefident of the Council, after 
havina the Oath of Office adminifttred to him. , . ^ . 

« Received the following Letter from the Commander m Chief of the Army. 

To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Council of 

Fort William. 

•• Gentlemen, , ... 

** Before my Arrival here, Bulwant Sing wrote me a Letter, offering hit Services, and that he 

would pay the Revenues of the Country regularly, the fame as he did to the Vizier. I defired 
to fee himj but he would not come, unlefs I fent him Articles figned, which I didj know- 
intt well that if I left him in our Rear with 15 or 20,000 Horfc which he has, he would prevent 
our Grain from coming to us, and every Thing elfc, did the Army march to Iliabad-, notwith- 
ftanding he did not come, bait put me off from Day. to Day, which made me fend Municr Dowla 
from the King to him, and alio Captain Stables from myfclf. And now that he finds the King 
it under our Proteftion, and that no Peace is to be matlc with the Vizier, he has began to crolt 
his Troops to this Side, and has promiled to be with me the Day after To-morrow, and pro- 
ceed, whenever I plcafc, with the Detachment that is to take Chinargur. He has ftopped Grain 
Koine to that Fort, and has ordered his People to feize fuch of the Vizier’s Troops as they may 
^t with in the Country. As the King wifhed fo much for this Man’s joining us, 1 fhall look 
upon it a lucky Circumftance if he keeps his Word ; for, if I was obliged to drive him out of 
the Country, it would take up a great deal of Time, having the Ganges to crofs again j and 
1 neither codd fet about taking Chinargur, or march to Iliabad, till that was done, for the Rea- 
fons already mentioned j befides this, there’ arc very few People in the Country who had any Appoint- 
tnents, but fuch as have been turned out formerly by Bulwant Sing, and have no Weight in the 
Country or Troops at Command •, fo that the Confcqucnce of putting any of them as Fhouftlars 
or Jemadars to colleft the Revenues, and affift the King againft any of his Enemies, would be 
keeping the Army here 1 don’t know how long, and would require, at all Times, a ftronger 
Detachment of the Troops remaining in the Country than you would choofe, or would, in all Pro- 
bability, be convenient for the Honourable Company to keep up. Upon my receiving your Let- 
ters of the 6th current, I waited on the King, who is very happy at his prefent Profpeft, and 
will do any Thing we plcafc to preferibe to him. He has wrote you Letters which I now fend, 
and were wrote before he knew of your Intentions towards him, as was alfo the cnclofed Paper, 
which he defired me to forward to Calcutu, and have been by me for fome Days, waiting till I 
would receive a Letter from the Board, by which you will find his Propofals, in a great Mcafurc, 
a"rec with your Inclinations. I moved our Camp 1 hrec Cofs Ycftcrday, fo as to be in Front 

o? the King’s Encampment, and between him and Iliabad. He is to write immediately 

to the Chiefs of the Rohillas, and all his Friends, not to join the Vizier 5 and alTurcs, that if he 
once got Bcnibahadrc and Bulwandfing to come in, the Vizier would leave the Country imme- 
diately, and never make any Head again i and, at any Rate,^ if once we got Iliabad, and take 
Chinargar Fort, he will be anfwerable foon after to dirpoflcls tlic Vizier of all the Reft of this 
' Country. I am convinced, from what I have feen and heard, the Vizier will not agree to your 

Demands, and muft be drove out of the Poflclfioo of bis Country. The Methods you propole 

for doing of it arc undoubtedly the belt could be thought of, and what mud, I think, fuccccd. 

I (hall therefore, before my Departure from the Army, which I propofc, with your Confent, fliall 
be the Beginniiw of January, \o as to go home with the Detachment of the Eighty-ninth on the 
February ShipCaputn (Maitland), do my utmofl to leave Affiiirs here in the following Situation 1 
how foon a Boat from Patna arrives with Stores, which I ezpeA daily, I will fend a proper De- 
tachment from the Army to take Chinargur, and when it is taken, (hall put a proper Garrifon of 
the Troops in it. I am to write to Mr. Billers this Night to fend Grain up for the Army, 

1 intend to lodge in that f^ort. In a few Days hence, after 1 have waited on the King, I Inall 
proclaim him Superior and PoQelTor of all Shuja Dowk’s Country, and fend Letters jointly with 
him to all the Rajahs, fkc. between this and Dclly, acquainting with it, and defiring they will pay 
due Obedience to the King, and not join Shuja Dowla, but aflift in driving hiiri out of the Coun- 
try. But, before this is done, 1 Ihall take care to have it from under the King’s Hand, that he 
holds ihcfc Rights from the Englilh j that be will agree to whatever the Governor and Ctwncil of 

® 1 Calcutta 
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Culcutta will prcfcribc to him •, and pay the Honourable Company yearly fuch Part of the Reve. 
nues of the Country, as the Prefidcncy of Fort William will dcfire. I will then proceed to lliabad 
with the Army, taking care that we fhall, an the March, be properly fupplied with PrOvifionsj 
ami that our Ifcats can proceed up alfo : And, after bein^ in Poircffion of that Place, I think the 
Troops ftiould go no further i nor do I imagine there will be any Occafion for it. I would re- 
commend leaving a ftrong Detachment of the Troops at lliabad, till the Army is properly efta- 
blilhcd, and that Shuja Dowla has no more Power or Country ■, and afterwards leave always with 
the King a fma'l Detachment as he defircs, and to be at his Expence, which he alfo propofed. 
This, Gentlemen, is the Situation I intend to leave Affairs in when I take my Departure from 
the Army, if my l ime will permit of it j and wifh it may meet with your Concurrence and Ap- 
probation. 

“ I am, with Efteem, 

Gentlemen, 

« Camp at Banarafs, Your moft obedient, 

the 2>d Nov. 1764. Humble Servant, 

Heftor Munro.” 


Read the Tranflations of Paper of Propofals from the King, enclofed therein, as follows : 

“ If this Country is to be kept, put me in Pofleffion of it, and leave a fmall Detachment qf 
the Troops with me, to (hew that I am protefted by the Englifh, and they Khali be at my 
Expence, that if any Enemy conic any Time againft me, I will make fuch Connexions in the 
Country, that, with my own IVoops and the aforementioned fmall Detachment, defend the 
Country without any further AfTiftance from the Englifh, and I will pay them of the Revenues of the 
Country what Sum they fhall demand yearly. If the Englifli will, contrary to their Intereft, make 
Peace with the Vizier, 1 will go to Delli, for I cannot think of returning again into the Hands of a 
Man who has ukd me fo ill. I have no Friends I depend on more than the Englifh •, their former 
Behaviour fo me will make me ever refpeX and regard them. Now is ihcir Time to be in 
PofrcfTion of a Country abounding with Riches andTreafure. I fhall be fatisfied with whatever 
Share they plcafe of it. The Kohillas H. H, were always Enemies to the imperious Vizier; 
they arc all my Friends.** 

“ Read alfo I'ranflations of the King’s Letters enclofed, to the Prefident, the Council, Major 
Carnac, the Nabob, and Shitabroy, reprefenting in general that Shuja Dowla has met with the 
juft Punifhment of his Perfidy and Difobedicncc of his Commands ; that conformably to our 
Advice and Letters which he received after the Defeat from Major Munro, he feparated himfelf 
from him, and remained at Benaris, and urging us to cftablifh ourfelvcs and him in the Pofleffion 
of Shuja Dowh’s Country. 

“ Ordered thefe Letters to be entered on the Books of Country Correfpondcncc. 

“ And having now maturely confidcrcd the Contents of the Whole; 

“ Agreed we write the following Letter in Anfwcr to the Commander in Chief. 


Sir, 


To Major HeXor Munro, Commander in Chief of the Army. 


“ Wc have received your Letter of the 22d uliimoj with the feveral Papers enclofed, and, 
having maturely confidcred the Contents of the Whole, we are now to give you our Senti- 
ments and InltruXions thtreupon. 

“ Wc are extremely glad to find the King has joined you, and approve of tlie Plan which 
you have laid down lor eftabliffiing him in the Pofleffion of Shuja Dovvla's Country, to vAfiich 
wc arc reduced by Shuja Dowla’s having again refufed a Compliance with our Terms, and the 
King*s having in Conle(]uencc received our ProteXion. We do not however mean to enter into 
any Connexions which would engage us further than fixing the King as aforclaid ; and altho*, 
for the Completion of this ObjeX, wc wifh not to be carried to a greater Diftance than lliabad, 
yet we cannot prcl'cribc that Place as the utmoft Limit to which the Army fhall advance, as 
Circumllanccs may pollibly intervene to render your proceeding further neceflary. 

“ As to the King’s Rec]ucft for having a fmall Detachment of our Forces ftationed with 
him, we ffiall be better able to judge of the Neceffity or Propriety of fuch a Meaiure, when 
he is entirely eilablilhcd in thefe Pofleffions, and wc know the State of his own Army. 

[“ With regard to Bulwant Sing, wc lliall adhere to the Terms which you may have thought 
“ it neccffiry to make with him ; but it is our View, fo far as it can be done confiftently with 
“ your Engagements, to have the Power and Authority over this Rajah and his Zemindarries, 

“ veited in the Company by Sunnuds from the King, holding them under him with the fame 

Rights, and in as full a Manner, as enjoyed by Shuja Dowla ; and that the whole Rents fo 
“ colleXed fhall be appropriated for the Ufc of the Company, and wrote off from the Books of 
“ the King’s Revenues (•'}.’*] * ^ 

This, you will obferve, will extend the Limits beyond thofe mentioned in our laft of Be- 
naris and Chinargur : The TraX of Country including thofe Places was confidcrcd as a Ceffion 

to 
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to be made by Shuja Dowla on our acceding to a Peace with hinn but wlut we now mean to 
require for the Company, we demand as a Conqueft to be fecured to them from being obliged to 
continue the War, and as fome Recompcncc for the Hazard their Property has been and mav be 
expofed to in the Courfe of it. ^ 

“ With regard to the other Parts of Shuja Dowla’s Country, as the King has been declared 
Supreme, he will of courle take Fofleffion, and collcft the Revenues thereof^ but as his Autho- 
rity becomes eftablifhed, we think it proper to demand, that fuch Proportions of them as his 
Neceflltics will permit, Ihould be applied to aflift in defraying the Expcnces of the War- and 
when he is in full PofTeinon, we (hall cxpcil to have the Whole reimburred us. ’ 

« In the mean Time, as the King, in fome of his Letters, cxprelTts great Dirt refs for Money 
and as his Colleftions may not for fome Time come in, we permit, (hould he .ipply for ir that 
; you advance him fuch Sums as his Exigencies may abfolutely require, taking proper Caie not to 
expole yourfclf to any want for the Payment of our own Army j by this, however, we only 
mean to contribute to the Support of his Dignity, by advancing for the necefTary Expcnces of his 
Hoofchold, and not to take upon ourfelvcs the Burthen of maintaining the Troops which lie 
may raife; and we iruft to your Diferetion, as you know our Refourccs, for not en<^aoing us in 
too heavy an Expencc. <= o b 

« As the King intimates, that when wc have once put him in PolTcinon, he (liall be able to 
maintain himfelf with very little AlFiftancc from us ; w« defire you will inform yourlelf, as well 
from the King himfelf, as from his Officers, what Views he has, in this Kcfpcw% and what 
Profpcdls ot forming Connexions, ihat (h.ill anfwcr fuch ExpeXations. 

‘‘ To avoid giving any Umbrage or Jcaloufy of our Power to the King, or the Nobles of the 
Empire, wc would have every Thing done under the SanXion of his Authority, and that we 
may appear as holding our Acquifitions from him, and aXing, in the War, under his Authoiity 
in fupporting his Rights, and not he as holding thofe Rights from us. 

Phe Paper from the King, which you mention to have incloied, was not received with 
your Letter, only a Tranflation of ir. Wc defire, therefore, you will fend us the Original or 
an exaX Perfian Copy, and obferve this Method in future. “ 

« With refpeX to the Agreements entered into by the Inhabitants of Benaris fur the Ranforn 
of the City, we are glad that fuch an Opportunity has offered of obtaining a Rcw.ird to the 
Army for the very fignal Service which they have rendered the Company, as well as a Com- 
penlation for the Lofs which they fuftained of their Baggage in the AXion of the 23d of OXo- 
ber i nor can wc have any ObjeXion to it in this particular Occafion ; but as we would confiik-r 
the Country, not as a Conqueff, but belonging to the King, whom wc have engaged to fupporc 
againft the common Enemy, no future Confidcrations of this kind fhould be demanded from the 
Inhabitants, or expeXed by the Army, but every Care taken to conciliate the AfteXions of the 
People. 

^^®^kavc caufed the Articles which we mean the King fliould accede to, to be drawn up in 
proper Form, in the Perfian Language, and wc now cnclole them, together wiih an l'',no|i(li 
Copy, for your Information, defiling you will prefent them to him for their bcin» cxeciired^ in 
cafe he fhould not have already agreed to them on Mr. Marriott’s Ariival, wc ha°e defired him 
to co-operate with you in engaging his Majelty to a Compliance with them. 

“ In Anfwcr to the Intention, which you intimate, of quitting the Army with the Detachment 
of the 89th Regiment in order to embark for Eiiro|ae ; wc can only fay, that we muft requeft 

Services, as long as the Seafon, and your Orders from his Maidly, will 
poffibly permit of your remaining with the Army. 

rvu' a Meer Coflim Sombre, and the Deferters, has always been a principal 

Object with us, and wc muft requeft that you will make it a Point with the King, that he will 
jointly with you ufe his utmoft Endeavours for fecuring their Perfons, and bi inging them to 
the juft Puni^fhment of their atrocious Behaviour; and that his M.nj.fty will, on no Account, 

conlent to the granting them any ProteXion throughout his Dominions, but publicly declare 
them outlawed. ’ 

“ We have appointed Mr. George Vanfittart to proceed up to the Army with all Expedition, 
and attend you in the Capacity of Perfian Interpreter. 

“ P.S. The Prefident has wrote a Letter to the King, in Anfwcr to thofe received 
from him, which you will receive herewith, together with an Pmidilh Copy for 
your Information.” 

Articles mentioned in the foregoing Letter to be executed by the King. 
f I? Affiftance and Fidelity of the Englifh Company, which has freed us 

Inconvenicncies wc laboured under, and ftrcngthcncu the Foundations of the Empire 
'^1 V ^ given us, wa have been gracioufly plealed to grant to the Englifh Company our 

fhture according to the following Articles, which fhall remain firm both at preltnt and in 

*kc Englifh Company have been put to great Expencc, and their Affairs expofed to Dan- 
° ^kc Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah itnjuUly, and contr,iry to our royal Pleafure, 

againft twm, we have therefore affigned to them the Country of Gazypoor, .and the reft of the 
Bulwant Sing belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla ; and 
ine Kegulation and Government thereof, wc have given to their Difpofal in the fame Manner as it 

wag 
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was in the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled Terms with the Chiefs? 
of the EnglHh Company, is according thereto to pw the Revenues to the Company, and the 
Amount (liall not belong to the Books of the Royal Rctcbuc, but fliall be e*puB^ from them. 
The Army of the Knglifh Company having joined our Standard, (hall put us in PofleffioTi of 
lliabad and the reft of the Countries belongiiw to the Nixamut of Shuja ul Dowlah, and the Re- 
venues, excepting thofc of Rajah Bulwand*s Zemindarry, fliall be in our entire Management and 
Difpofal,] 

“ As the Englilh Company will be at a further Expcnce in potting us in Poflefllon of lliabad, 
and the rcll of the Nizamut of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get Pofleflion, 
grant to them out of our Treafury fuch a Proportion of the Revenues as the Exigencies of our 
Affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full PofTcflion, wc will reimburfe the whole Expenccs 
of the Company in this Bufinefs, from the Time of their joining the royal Standard.” 

“ Agreed further, that we write to the Chief and Council at Benaris, advifing them, for their 
Information and Government, of our having demanded for the Company all the Rights and Jurif* 
didtion over Bulwant Sing’s Country, and enclofing them a Copy of the Articles which wc have 
fent to Major Munro to get executed by the King, defiring, if he fliould not have already agreed 
to them when Mr. Marriott arrives, that he will accordingly co-operate with the Major in en- 
gaging his Majcfty to a compliance with them. 

Signed at the End, J. Spencer. 

C. 8. Playddl. 

R. Leyccftcr. 

John Burdctl.” 


To prove that Rajah Chelt Sing, on the Death of his Father Bulwant Sing, fuccceded 
to the faid Territories, and was fully inverted with the Government thereof in the 
Year 1770, 

The Witnefs produced Book 4, intituled, “Bengal Letters received 21ft April} 1769. 

12th April 3 1771.’' 

Read, Paragraphs 30, 31, 32, and 33, from a General Letter of the Prefidcnt and 
Council at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of Direftors, dated the 3 ift Oft. 
17701 and figned, 

“ John Cartier. 

Claude Ruflell. 

Chatles Eloyer.” 

fPar. 30. “ In our Letter of the nth ultimo we informed you of the Death of Rajah Bulwand 
Sing, and of the Meafurcs we were caking with the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah to induce him to 
fettle the SucccfTioH of the Zemindarry of Benares on the late Rajah’s Son. The Nabob immedi- 
ately difpatched Allage Cawn as his Agent to Benares, in order to open a Negotiation with the 
young Rajah, which he in Perlbn had at firfi Teemed defirous of concluding, and accordingly fixed 
a Day for his Departure from Fayzabad •» but being prevented from his Purpofc by Inciilpcfition, 
and wifely juiloing that the March of his Retinue through the Country might at that Tine be 
prejiiditial to the new Crop, he defired Captain Harper, immediately on Receipt of the Prcfidcni’s 
Letter, to proceed as cxpeditiouHy as polTiblc with his Battalion of Sepoys to Benares, and to be 
prefent at the Conferences held between his Agent and the late Rajah’s Son. The Demands made 
by the N.ibob’s Agent were Twenty Lacks of Rupees, .as a Nazmnnali, arid Five Lacks per An- 
num, as an Addition to the Sum ftipulated by the Treaty of 1765. The Terms were however 
finally concluded on the 8th inftant, when the Nazerannah was fettled at 17 Lacks, and the re- 
quired Increalc was reduced to z4 Lacks of Rupees. Permit us, Honourable Sirs,, to congratu- 
late you on fo very happy a Conclulion of an Event we deem highly important to your In- 
tcrefi. 

l’.ir. 31. “ The Vizier’s Readinefs in complying with this ourcarneft Recommendation and Re- 
qucfl h.is afforded us the greateft Satisfaftion, and is a Circumfiance the more plcafing, as it muft 
give Strength to the Opinions of the fcvcral Powers in Hindoflan of the ftriiSl Friendfhip fubfifting 
between the Englillt and him, and his having confidcred Captain Harper as a neceflary Witnefs to 
the Negotiation carrying on between his Agent Allage Cawn and the young Rajah Chait Sing, will 
Icrve as a Proof to tfic World, that he meant not to take any Meafure therein that might give the 
leaft Caufe for Sufpicion on our Part. And here wc muft exprefs our Belief, that for delicate a 
Mutter being brought toa fpeedy Ifibe without thofc Altercations and Difficulties which generally 
take place in Treaties of this Nature, has been in great Meafure owin^ to the prudent Condudi of 
Captain Harper. 

Par. 3?. “ The Prcfident was requefted to acquaint the Vizier with the proper Senfe we 
entertain of the Attention he has paid to our Recommendation, and that we confider it as an 
additional Proof of his Frieiulfhip.] , 

Par. 33. “ Captain Harper informs us, there were fevcral Competitors for the Zemiudary of 
Benares, amongft whom was 4 Grandibn of thi; late Rajah Bulwant Sing, who was ftrongly flip- 
^ ported 
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ported by the Bremint, bectule his Mother U the Wife of a Bratnin, and to whom hcgivps the 
prior R^t of Succeflion, fdr this ReafoiL that ChUt Sing b not the lOue of Bulwant Sing's 
We, but of a Rageport Woman, whom tlw R^ih took into his Famiiy.— This Matter does not 
feem to be properly underilood by Captain Harp^t for when it is eonfidered that by the Tenets 
of the Gentoo Laws, the Right of Inheritance is confined to the Iffuc of the Male Line, to the 
utter Exclufion of that of the Female, it b evident, the Pretenfions of the Grandibn can only 
be urged by Bramins, who are ever partial to their own Sed.” 

Read alfo, from the fame Book, Paragraph i8, of a General Letter from tlie Selcft 
Committee at Bengal, to the Honourable the Court of Direftors, dated Fort William, 
24th Dec. 1770. 

« No. I. 

“ Received per Duke of Kingfton, 12th July 1771. 

Signed, 

John Cartier, 

Sam, Middleton, 

Claude Ruflcll, 

Charles Floycr, 

Par. 18. “ With rcfpedl: to the Son and Succeflbr of Bulwand Sing, the Vizier has, as we be- 
fore informed you, afted agreeably to our Defirc. Chaet Sing is now fully inverted with the (Jo- 
vernment, to the entire Satisfadion of every one, and b eonfidered by the Vizier as holding that 
Country on the fame Terms as his Father, the Difference in the Revenue excepted. The Wlurle 
arc now fettled at Benares Rupees 22,48,449, 2,50,000 more than were paid by his Father. The 
Vizier expreffed a Dcfire of Iccing the young Rajah at the Marriage of his cldcft Son Mirza 
Amanyi the Rajah, fenfibje how much this Markof Refped was due from him at that Time, pro- 
mifed to attend ; but at length cxcufed himlclf, perhaps by the Advice of his Father’s Counfcllors, 
who had kept alive tire Family Enmity.*' 


To prove the next Allegation in the firft Article, namely, that, in the Year 1773, 
the Defendant was empowered by the Prefident and Council to renew, on Behalf of 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, the stipulations formerly made with the Vizier in Favour of 
his Father Rajah Bulwant Sing * j 

The Witnefs was direded to produce the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 4th of 
Oftober 1773. 

The Managers for the Commons being alked, Whether there was any Inffrument by 
which the Rajah Cheit Sing was invefted with his Zeraindarry, 

Made anfwer. That if any Inftrument of that Sort did pafs, it was probably in the 
Hands of Shujah ul Dowlah, or of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 

Being further alked. If there was any Paflage Rating fuch Inftrument, 

They made anfwer, None that they had been able to find. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 3, intituled, " Bengal Secret Confultations, 
18th January to 30th December 1772.”— -Read, Extrafl: from a Confultation of the 
4th Oftober 1773, Page 521, of the iameBook. 


Fort William, the 4th Oftober 1773. 
” At a Confultation •, Prcfcnt, 

The Honourable Warren Hartings, Efquire, being returned, now refumes his Scat 
at the Board as Prefident} 

William Aldcrfcy 


Philip M. Dacres 
Henry Goodwin 
John Graham, and 


jEfquires j 


George Vanfittart Efquire, who b alfo returned with the Governor, and takes his 

Seat accordingly. 

“ Read and approved the Proceedings of the 37th ultimo. 

, ** Inftruftions given to the Governor before hU Departure for Benares, which the Board, at 
^****^» thought propei;to fcal up and depofit in the Curtody of Mr. Aldcrfcy, are now opened, 
and recorded, as follows, with the Letters written in Confequence. 


To the Honourable Warren Hartings Efquire, Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William, &c. &c. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

. 5 * ** We empower you to renew, in Behalf of Raja Cheyt Sing, the Stipulation which was 

formerly made with the Vizier, in Fayour of his Father Rajah Bulwand Sing, in confidcration ot 
nis Services to the Company in the Year 1764." 

K 


•vide iftAr- 
tide, page}, 
par. 4. 


Then 



See. Dep. 
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Then the Witnefs produced Book,V. intituled, "Bengil Letters receis^ 14th 

April 1773, to 21ft March 1774.” , , „ , 

Read, Paragraph 5, of a General Letter from the Secret Department at Bengal to 
the Court of Diredtors, dated, Fort William, 12th Odtober 1773 (received by the 


Mercury, a6th March 1774*) 

Signed, 


Wairen Haftingt, 
R. Barker, 

Wm, Alder&y, 

P. M. Dacrei, 

H. Goodwin, 

J. Graham, 
George Vanfittart. 


Par. 5. “ We have obtained from the Vizir a Renewal of theSunnuds in Favour ofRajaCheit 
Sing and his Fofterity, on the fame Footing as it was granted to his Father Bulwant Sing, except- 
ing only the Increafe of 2 i Lacks to his annual Tribute, which the Raja had agreed to at his 
Acceflion in 1770.” 


The Managers for the Commons propofed next to Ihew the Proceedings of the 
Defendant in the Year 1773, when he was at Benares, froni his own Report of them 
at his Return to the Board. For which Purpofe, 

1 he Witnefs produced Book 3, intituled, ** Bengal Secret Confultations." 

Read, the following Extract from Page 522, of the faid Book : 

“ Fort William, the 4th Oftober 1773. 

“ At a Confultation i Prefent, 

• The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, being returned, now refumes his Seat 
at the Board as Prefidcnt ; 

William Alderfey, 

Philip M. Dacres, 

Henry Goodwin, 

John Graham, 

“ The Governor delivers in to the Board the following Report of his Negotiations with the 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowla at Benares, and of his other Proceedings during his Abfence from the 
Preftdency, with all the Papers referred to in the Report.” 

Read alfo, from fame Book, Page 527. 

“To William Alderfey EfquirC, &c. Council at Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ 1 have already advifed you in my Letter of the 7th of September from Benares, of the 
Ifliic of my Negociations, and the Sum of the Treaty concluded with the Vizir. I now lay 
before you No. i. the Treaty itfelf, a Counterpart of which remains in his Poflcinon. The other 
Papers which accompany this I ihall refer to. 

“ No. 3. is a Perlian Copy of a CowlnUnia, or Engagement, which I obtained from the Vizir, 
confirming to the Raja Cheyt Sing, and his Pofterity, the Stipulations formerly made in Behalf 
of his Father Bulwant Sing. No. 4. Is an Englilh Tranflation of it. No. 5. A Copy of the 
Vizir’s Pottah, or Rentroll, fixed with Raja Cheyt Sing for the Year 1178, and alluded to in the 
Cowinama. No, 6. An Englilh Tranflation of the Pottah. No. 7. The Tranflation of a Letter 
which I wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further AiTurance of the Conditions promifed in the 
Cowinama. 

“ The Cowlnilin.'i was executed in my Prefence, and attefted by me. The Vizier defired, that 
the Stipulations m.ide in favour of the Rajah might be executed in this Mode, rather than by 
an Article in the Treaty ; and it was equally fatis^ory to the Rajah. I muft remark, that he 
had already given the Rajah a Cowinama of this Tenor, foon after the Death of Bulwunt Sing, 
through the Solicitation of Captain Harper, by the Orders of the Seleft Committee. He could, 
therclore, have no reafonablc Plea to reiufe the Confirmation of it. Nevcrthelefs, he feemed to 
think his former Adt of lb little Validity, that he prefled me, in very earneft Terms, for my 
Confent, that he (hould dirpoflefs the Rajah of the Forts of Luteefgur and Bidgj'gur, and take 
from hull Ten Lacks of Rupees over and above the flipulated Rents*, and he feemed greatly 
dillatislicd at my Rcfufal. He argued, that the Treaty , of lllahabad related to Bulwunt Sing 
folely, and was never meant to extend to his Pofterity. I confefs, the Letter of the Treaty cx- 
prclics no more ■, yet, I cannot conceive that either the Rajah or Lord Clive, when the Treaty 
was made, could have intended it in that Senfe. It has certainly been difterently underftood both 
by the Company, and by this Adminiftration ; and the Vizier himfelf had before put it out of all 
Dilpute, by the folemn Aft p.afled in the Rajah’s favour on his SuccelTion to the Zemindarry. 
I am well convinced, that tlie Rajah’s Inheritance, and perhaps his Life, are no longer fafe than 
while he enjoys the Company’s Proteftion, which is his due by the Tics of Jofticc, and the 
Obligations of public Faith, and which Policy enjoins us to afford him ever moft cffeftually. 

His 


• Efquirei.' 
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His Country U t ftrong Btfriff to oun, wihoot fubje^fting us. to any Expence, and we ntay 
depend upon him as a lure Ally, whenever we may Hand in ne«d of his Services.** 

Read next, the ftveral Inftrument# r^erred to in the above Extra£l, p. 543 of the 
fame Book, and from the fame Confultation } as follow : 

“ Fort William, 4th Oftober 1773. 

« Tranllation of the new Cowinama, or Agreement, given by the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing. No. 4. 

*' The Adairs of the Zemiodarry and Tahud of the Sircar of Benaras, and Sircar Chunarah, 
and of the Mchalls of Juanpoor, Bejeypoor, Buddohy, Suicnefegurrah, Mulboos Khans, Sircar 
Gazeypoor, Lckinderpoor, Khcrecd Shadeyabad, and Jopfoch Scrinch, &c. which were under 
the Chwgc of Rajah Bulwund Sing deccafed i I do hereby grant and confirm unto you, upon 
their former Footing. It is nccelTary that, after deducting the Nanker, and Half of the Jaghier 
of Buddohy, you monthly and annual^ pay into the Treafury of the Sircar the cllablilhed and 
Hated Payments. By the Favour of God, whatever is promotive of your Honor (hall be per- 
formed ; and, exclufivc of the Jumma Specified in the Caboolcat of the prefent Fu (Icily Year 
1178, no increafe fliall ever hereaitcr be demanded } and if you remain firm, and Heady in your 
Obedience, and in the Payment of your Rents, no Harm (hall, by any Means, happen to your 
Ryots or Country. By the Word of God, and the holy Coran, and of the blclFed Imaums, 
this Agreement is made between me and my Heirs, and you and your Heirs, and it (hall never 
be deviated from. Dated this 18th Day of the Moon Jemmady ul lami, in the Year 1177 
Hegifcc, anfwering to the 6th September 1773, Englifli Style.” 

“ A true Tranflation. 

“ (Signed) Wm. Rcdfcarn, Perfian Tranflator.*’ 

“ Tranflation of the Potta given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt 
Sing. No. 6. 

“ The Sircar of Benares and Chunarah, and the Mehals of the Sircar of Juanpoor, ifc. in- 
cluding Land Rents and Syer Duties, and Havely Mahomed-abad Benares, Mulboos Khans 
Pergunnah Boeder, See. Talook of Sikinra Mow, in the Dependencies of the Pergunnah 
Khaundat, Pergunnah Buddoky Lukunelegur Bcjeypeoor, Sircar, Gazeypoor Pergunnah Sakin- 
derpoor Khcrecd Shadey-abad, and Toppeh Seyriach, &c. Land Rents and Syer Duties in- 
cluded, after dedudfing the Dufloor Dewanny, Nankar Half of tlie Jaghier of Buddohy, and 
the other exempted jaghierst and whatever has formerly been allowed as Dedudlions, I do now 
(fully grant and make over to you, in the Terms of your Caboolcat, from the Firft of Kharcef 
1178, in Confidcration of the Sum of Benares Cumfunna Rupees 22,48,449 AiTil and Ezafa, as 
fpccified underneath, clear of all Expences of Schbundy. It is neceflary that you pay the 
above Sum to the Sircar, according to the ftated and cltabliflicd Kifts Year by Year; and by 
the Favour of God, there (hall never be any Deviation from this Agreement. 

“ Particulars, viz. 


« Paid by Rajah Bulwund Sing as follows 4 
“ Benares, 

12,00,607 


“ Buddochy, 

1,30,000 


“ Suknccfgur, - :: 

16,000 


“ Bejeypoor, 

2,00,000 


“ Gazeypoor, 

5,00,000 


“ Shadey-abad, 

40,000 


*' Deduct Nanker Half of the Jaghier of Buddochy and 

20,86607 

Alturngha, &c. - - 

- 

88158 

“ Neat Revenue paid by Rajah Bulwund Sing, 


» 9 . 98,449 

“ Increaie fettled with Rajah Cheyt Sing, 

- 

2,50,000 


** Nett Revenue to be paid by Rajah Cheyt Sing, Rupees, 22,48,449 
« Dated the 27th of Rqub, in the Year of the 
Heg^ree 1 1 84. 

“ A true Tranflation. 

“ Signed, Wm. Uedfearn, Perflan Tranflator.** 

“ From the Governor to Rajah Cheyte Sing. No. 7. 

*' At this Time the Vizier of the Empire having given you an Agreement, under his Hand 
and Seal, which I have counterflgoed, and alfo affixed my Seal to, it is neceflary, that con- 
formably thereto, and according to the Treaty concluded at Allahabad, by Lord Clive and the 
Vizier, refpe^ting Rajah Bulwund Sing your dcceafcd Father, you, with the greateft Chccrful- 
nefs, pay to the Vizier the Rents* thereby eftabliflied t in which cafe the Company will always 
5 attend 
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attend to your Welfare, and afford you their Cate and Protefiion i and in the Agreemenu tfore- 
mentioned, there fliall never be any Breach of Deviation. 

“ A true Tranilation. 

♦♦ Signed, Wm. Redfearn, Perfian Tranflator.” 


The Managers for the Commons propofcd next to fhew the Light in which the De- 
fendant underftood thefe Agreements, and the Senfe he put upon them. For which 
Purpofe, 

The Witnefs produced Book 6, intituled, “ Bengal Letters received i6th May 
1775, 20th January 1776.” 

Read Paragraphs 7 and 8 of a General Letter, Secret Department at Bengal, to 
the Court of Direftors, dated, Fort William, 16th May 1775. (Received per Nor- 
thumberland, 4th April 1776). 

7. “ Wc mud not omit to mention, that the Nabob fomc Time ago paid in to Colonel Gaillicz a 
fecond Tunka on Itajah Cheyt Sing for Six Lacks of Rupees on the Company’s Account, againft 

Dceft in orig. which the Raj did not fail 10 remonftrate in the ftrong Terms, alledging that he had made great 
DeeftinOrig. Advances already in the Payment of his Tribute i that if the Nabob continued to dr on him 
in this Manner, it would bring him under the greateft prefent Diftrefs, and eftablifh a Precedent 
that would br injurious to him in future, and therefore praying that wc would not accept the 
Tunka, but return it to tlic Nabob. 

8. “ As wc f.iw the force of thefe Objeftions on the Part of the Raja, and confidcred him as un- 

der the particular Proteftion of tiie Company, we thought fit to order the Tunka to be returned, 
and conlirqucntly direded Mr. Briftow to remonftrate to the Nabob againft fuch Proceedings. 
The Nabob at firft received this Remonftrance with Warmth, and alledged that the Raja was his 
Zemindar, and that he had a Right to draw his Revenue from him as he pleafcd ; but at laft 
I'eeincd to acqntcfcc in the Jufticc of Mr. Briftow’s Reprefentation, and faid he would avoid giv- 
ing any Uncafinefs on that Account to the Raja in future." ® 


Secret Dep. 
Tliurfdajr. 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 7, intituled, « Bengal Secret Council, 241)1 
March to 31ft May 1775. (Received per Northumberland, 4th June 1776.") 

Read, fcveralExtraas from Bengal Secret Confultations, Fort William, 30th March 
» 775 . beginning at Page .625 of the faid Book, containing the Remonftrance of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, alluded to m the Extrafts laft read, and the Proceedings of the Governor 
General and Council upon it. 


“ fort William, 30th March 177*. 

« At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Raftings, Governor General, Prcfidcntj 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

'I’he Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, "l . 

Philip Francis, j Efquires. 


Rn):ih Chfitc 
Smik (Hllhtif- 
liftl with the 
'1 UlKMWa 

Kr.inttd by tJic 
Nabob oil 
him. 


« The Governor lays before the Board the following Tranftations of Letters from Rajah Cheit 
Sing, One of whicli is addreffed to himlclf, and the other to the Rajah’s VakecL 

“ From Rajah Cheit Sing. 

» 1 have been honoured by your gracious Letter, informing me that my fo ready Compliance 
with your Dcfire in the Payment of the Tunka of Five Lacks of Rupees gave you great Plca- 
fure, and alfo that you would write to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah to expel Munneer and Oflant 
Sing, and to put a Stop to the building of the Houfc at Benares. Munneer Sing is ftill in the 
Prclcncc, and Oftant Sing has left his Highnefs’s Army, and taken up his Rcfidcocc at Illahabad 
and has an Intention of farming Two er Three Mahals of Noroze Ally Cawn, the Naib Sou’ 
bah. 


» With refpeift to the Letters which you were fo kind as to promife to write to the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowlah on this Subjeft, if they arc not yet fent, I requeft that there may be no Delay 
in forwarding them, that thefe Two rebellious and ungrateful Servants may be expelled from the 
Country. My foie Dependence is in your Favour. ^ 

“ The Deceafe of the late Nabob has for the prefent put a Stop to the Building which was car- 
rying on at Benares. ° 

I have written fully to Ally Nawaz Cawn on fevcral Subjefts, who ^vill have the Honour of 
communicating every Particular to you." 

“ Extradf of a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing to his Vakeel. 

» By a Letter from Mohukkim Sing I learn, that Mahomed Ellich Cawn has received a Tan- 
kaw on me, to commence on the 7th Kikaft, and that it has been determined to give another Tunka 


oa 
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m m fa Six cf Ropen in adnnce to the Englilh Chiefi. You in well acquainwl 
With the Nabob $ Difpofiuon, and that he w conunually dfcvifing Means to bring me under the 
Governor’s Difpleafure. He has concluded in his own Mind that I will not confent to the Payment 
of Advances, left it be confidcred as a Precedent j and that, by refuftng to do fo, I fhall fall un 
der the Governor’s Dilbleafure. I have already paid Five Lacks of Rupees to the Government 
and you mc to confider that, by th? Payment of that, it makes good all that was due from me 
to the 6th Kift, Mahomed Elliali Cawn’s Tunka commences the 7th Kift, and will be oaid at the 
latter End of SuflPer. ^ 


“ The Tunka of Six Lacks in advance, which it has been determined to give the Englidi 
Chiefs on me, is without any Precedent, except the One of Five Lacks of Rupees, which I lately 
difeharged. I was then fearfol of its becoming a Precedent, and was undetermined whether to 
comply with it or notv but, m confcc^uencc of Letters from the Governor and you, prclTintr me 
to the immediate Payment of it, I railed the Sum by Loans. I am now again plagued with^Dc 
mands teyond my Power to comply with. As the Governor has been gracioudy plcafcd to honour 
me with the Appellation of his Son, I have the greateft Confidence that he will exert himfclf to 
prevent any Tunkas in advance being given on me. Reprefent this Affair to him in private and 
Y'" but that he will be io kind ’as to 

me with fuch kind 
from me monthly.’’ 
of the above Repre- 


wriic 10 inc i-saowo rtiopn ui uowia, mat ne may aeiilt trom ever troubling 
of Tunkas, which it is not in my Power to comply with, but to take my Kids 
Agreed that the following Direftions be fent to Mr. Briftow, in confequcnce 
fentation from Raja Chite Sing. 


Sir, 


To Mr. John Briftow, Rcfident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 


« We have received a Letter from you of the 14th March fince our laft to you 
f “ ¥ M complainetl to this Government of the Diftrefs which he fuffers 

from the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla granting Tuncaws upon him, particularly in the late Inftances of 
One granted to Ellich Cawn, and another to the Company, for Six Lacks of Rupees, both of 
which encroach greatly upon the Kifts which are not yet due, every Thing being paid up .already 
by him to the 6th Kill, we direft that you remonftrate to the Nabob a|ainft Tuch Prieedings^ 
dicwing that they are unjuft, and contrary to his Engagements with the Raja, of which we arc t^ 
Guarantees, and that you demand Payment from him for the above-mentioned Tuncaw to the 
Comi^any which he delivered to Colonel Gaillicz, and which the Raja thus declines to accept, 
and alfo ihat you require the Payment of the other Sums due by him without Delay ^ 

PoffiWe Difpatch the Account of the monthly Subfidy 
for the Troops received from the Nabob,, for which we wrote you fome Time ago. ^ ^ 

^ Wc flrc 

‘‘ Fort William, 30th March 1775. 

Signed, at the End of the Confultation, 

Warren Haftings. 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monfon. 

R. Barwell. 

P. Francis.” 


LeHeV’™’' of the above 

CoStbr Secret 


con Yvniiam, me 27th April 177^. 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

nc Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident t 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honour^le George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, 1 . 

.. p • U r f'bilip Francis. ) 

Afoph uTl^wlah. Letter and Inclofurc from the Rcfident at the Court of tho Nal 


5frrft Dep, 
ThurfiJa)'. 


Rajepe Gaut, oppofitc to Konnogc 
■■ To the Honourable w„,e„ Haflinp Ef,ui,., Governor Genml, «ri'bVMlbe^‘o7b 
„ “Honour. bln Sir, nnd ‘ ' 

<"»«. I, to cSqirncL'.I^nS*’”' Swoured »Wi yoor Letter of tbe voih t 

af firft, cxprcffcdlrreat Difcon^n^^»t “u Commands to him. H 

P ca great Difcontcnt at the Honourable Board’s proteding Rajah Chey tc Sing ; calk 

L 


Rcfident 

Oude. 
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him his Zemindar, of whom he Jige) a Right to require his Rents in advance ; and told me that he 
did not think I was authorifed to make any Reprefentation to him on this Head, or that of the Re- 
leafc of the Rohilla Families} for the Goverflor General would have wrote to him, as well as to 
me, on thefc Matters. I hereupon quoted the Words of my Credentials, and requefted his Ex- 
cellency to Confider my Truft was general i that it was intended he Ihould pay Attention to any 
Reprefenutions I fhould make in the Name of the Honourable Board ; and this Mode of Neoo- 
ciatioh had bedi adopted to fave Trouble on both Sides. ® 

« I iikewife quoted the Treaty fubfifting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyte Sin®, and 
Deeftin Orlg. their Heirs refpeaively, of which the Company were the Guara fo long as the Raja paid his 
Kilts, when they and his Excellency, on his Part, could not dema 

Encteafe of Rent or Sums in advance. 

“ After a long Converfati his confefled he had, on my firft mentio not recolledl 
the Circumftances I had explained to him } that his Reafon for granting the laft Tuncaw was, 
the Rajah having once before paid me in favour of the Company for Five Lacks of Rupees, and 
thought he would do it again i bcfides this, he had, at the Time, no other Means of difcharging 
ever lo fmall a Part of the Money due from him to the Company. I, upon this, told his Excel- 
lency (what he alfo pretended not to remember) that the Rajah had been induced to pay the Firft 
Tuncaw of Five Lacks with great Difficulty, and did it folely to avoid Altercation } that he 
would not now, by a Repetition, eftabliffi a Precedent fo difadvantageous to himfelf, and contrary 
to the Letter of the Treaty, I then explained the Orders of the Honourable Board, which I had 
juft received, direding me to folicit for the immediate Payment of the Amount of the faid Tun- 
caw of Six Lacks, and the Balance in full, due to the Company : To which his Excellency re- 
plied, that he really had not Money at prefent} but if I would wait only E;ight or Ten Days 
j^rceablc to his Promife, he would liquidate the Balance; and Ihould efteem it an Ad of Friend- 
Ihip in the Honourable Board, ftill to accept the Tuncaw; for although it was not immediately 
reaiveable, yet the Money might be eftcemed fecure, and would be paid out of the Rajah’s en- 

luing Kills. His Excellency alfo affured me, that he would not draw in future upon the Raiah 
in advance. ^ 


*^^*^5*^ the Inftruftions I had received from the Honourable Board relative to the new Treaty I 
thought It advifeable, in calc the ceding of Benaras Ihould take Place, that it ou<^ht to be done 
without Incumbrances j for this Reafon I ihall write to Mr. Mottc to return the Tuncaw to me 
receive (uch Part of it as is become due upon the Rajah's Kifts, which I will get pafled in Ac- 
count with the Nabob, and endeavour to have the Balance paid me here. 

At my Inwrview this Day there were many People prefent. I therefore thought it necef- 
lary* alter the Convcrfation which had pafled, both to fupporc the Honour of the Government, 
and the Credit of my own Station, to tell his Excellency, that the Honourable Board would neve? 
fulfer the Rights of their Dependants to be infringed ; Rajah Chyte Sing was to be confidercd in 

with his otherziSars^*^^ ***'" protcdlcd ; for that he was not to be put upon a Footing 

Signed, at the End of the Letter, 

“ John Briftow, 

Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude.” 


Bengal Secret Confultations, 2d 


Then the Witnefs produced Book VIII. intituled, 

January and 14th Febniary 1775.” 

And the Manners for the Commons defired an Extraftfrom Bengal Secret Confulta- 
r? «775. containing a Propofition made by Mr. Haftings relative 

.f, Obfervations upon that Propofition, might be read. 

The Counfcl for the Defaidant fubmitted, that the Senfc would be mutilated if the 
Governor General s Propofition alone were read, without reading the Whole of the 
Minutes preceding it. 

The IVknagers for the Commons faid they thought it immaterial, but did not obiea: 
to the reft of the Minutes being read. ' ® J 

Accordingly read, the following Extraas of Secret Confultation, 13th Febmary 177? 

beginning at Page 793 of the faid Book. ^ “‘7^775. 


Secret Dcp. 
Monday. 


AVII. TTUII411J, • 4 . wulwai y AV/h* 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 
flic Honoiuable Warren Haftings, Governor Gmeral, Prefidentj 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barweli Tp- . 

Philip Francis jEJq'wres. 

confider the Subjeft of the further InftruAioni which it may be nc- 

«irarjrMg,K;tothtRdacn>ae.l«CourtrfAfcphulDowlak, NabobofOwd. ' 


« The 
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« Th€ Governor Generel,— conceives it to be ncceflary, before the Board proceed any further on 
the Bufncls now before them, that One Principle, upon which every other Refolution muft deoend 
fliould be determined j and therefore defircs that the following Queftion be put. ’ 

« Whether this Board conGders the Treaties which were made with the late Nabob Suiah 
Dowlah, as remaining in Force, or as having expired at his Death ?” ^ 

« Mr. Francis.— I think that the Obligations contained in the feveral Treaties with the Vizier 
to fupport him in the Pofleffion of his Territories* were conGned to his Perfon, and confeauemlv 
expired with him. ^ ’ 

« Mr. Barwcll.— This Queftion muft be deciGvely determined by the exprefs Letter of the 
reciprocal Engagements of the contrafting Parties. I therefore deGre the Treaties mav be re. 
ferred to, the Board will then fee how far the Obligations extend. ^ 

“ Read the Treaties of Illahabad and Benares. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — I think the Treaties bind to his Heirs. 

« Colonel Monfon.— I think the Treaties with the Vizir expire in his Perfon 
« General Clavering.— I defire to know, whether the Governor in the Word ‘‘ Treaties” com- 
prehends the Engagement with the late Vizir rcfpedling the Rohilla War? 

‘‘ The Gowrnor General— I conceive, that my Opinion in this Point can be of no Ufc in 
deciding the Queftion before us, becaufe it has been already decided by the Majority of the Board 
that the Engawments with refp^ to the Rohilla War, formed by the late Adminiftration with the 
Obligation of Treaty, nor, if I rightly recolleft the Declaration made on 
this Subjea, were, in any refpeft, obligatory upon this Government. 

“ the Governor General’s Opinion 

upon the Queftion I twk the Liberty to fubmit to him, on the Obligations of this Government 
to defend the Rohilla Country, as clearly given as that which Mr. Barwell gave in his Minute of 
the 31ft October, tecaufc I might have formed feme Judgment of the Governor General’s Ideas 
on the Force and Extent of the Treaties contraded with the late Vizir. I think the Treaty of 
Illahabad was broken by the fubfeouent Treaty of Benares, by which Corah and Illahabad were 
taken from the King and givw to the Vizir-, lo that, whatever Conception I might entertain of 
the y^ahdity of the original Treaty, I think it now no longer obligatory on this Government till 
the Court of Diredors have given their Approbation of the Treaty of Benares, which entirely 
alttrcd the Nature of the other. ^ 

XT U Pc Opinion, that the Treaties which were made with the late 

N/bob Sujah Dowlah^ftill continue in Force, and have admitted of no other Change but in that 
of the ^rfon of h** Heir and bucceffor Handing in his Place. The Grft Claufe of the Grft Article 

u of «. extends the Obligation of that Treaty to 

the whole Line of the Nabob Su)ah Dowlah’s Heirs. The Treaty of Benares being but explan.i- 
tory of the foriwr, in the Article which refpeds the Part of the extra Charges of the Forces 
emidoyed in his Defence, muft be underftood in the fame Senfe with refpeft to That Article* and 
the Grft Article cxprcfsly granting the Pofleffion of Corah and Illahabad to the Vizir for ever, a 
1 erm excluding all Limitation j 

“ Rcfolycd, That the Treaties made with the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah do not remain in Force, 
but expired at his Death. ^ 

“ The Governor General propofes tlie following Queftion. 

T I — ^'wf’"g the Nabob to require our Affiftance in fupport of his Succeffion, 

■IVni" whkh 'bi Jb “d'for ,k 
“ Mr. Barwell— Certainly. 

ul Do^Ia ifThe mTft new pcfcnfivc Treaty Ihould be executed with the Nabob Afoph 

.7 advantageous 1 erms for the Company. ^ 

“ Ifae General agrees with Colonel Monfon. ^ 

!! T*'* Governor General,— I am of Opinion there (houldi 

cafehefojfdts k,*' “ Treaty be executed with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, in 

thecIlditforrLPrZi^^^^ *** Sentiment, of 

io^fidcred fok Subieft’ nT? 7 7*^*5“* t- /7 ‘7 Not having himfelf fufficicntly 

S« to oJeoare iha? hJ latitude whreh has ^n given to it by the foregoing Refolution, he 

made by anr ^Member any immediate Propofition (hall be 

» RcfolTd to 7 d^on^^^ he Ihould be wUling to give hi, Opinion. 

Subjea ^ every Member may prepare hi, Ideas on this 

‘‘ RSimed’fhe "ecording to Adjourmbeiit. 

« Am^^le ^ *jth the Nabob of Oude. 


The Trcatici 

of the late 
Vi/icr expired 
with him. 


A new Treaty 
to be formed 
with Afoph ul 
Dowla. 

Each Member 
to deliver hia 
Sentiment oo 
thii. 

Adjotimed* 


Met again, 


Mr. 
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“ Fort WiHlam, 13th February 177 c. 

“ Mr. Francis,?— Suppofuig it to be the Intereft and Defire of the prefcnt Nabob of Oude to 
enter into a new Defcnfive Treaty with the Company, by which we may oblige ourfelvea to gua- 
rantee to him the Pofleflion of any Part of his prefcnt Territories, I think that the following Arti- 
cles (hould be propofed and infilled on for the Advantage of the Company. 

id. The Fay of our Troops in hit Service to be made equal to their real Expenoe upon a 
new monthly Eftimate, and to commence from the AcceiHon of the prefent Nabob. 

“ ad. The Zemindarry of Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on the united Kingdoms of 
Bengal and Bahar, and the Tribute lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier to be paid to this Go- 
vernnKne. 

“ 3d. The prefent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindarry, which may be perpe- 
tuated in his Family, under a fixed annual Tribute, and a fixed Fine at each future Inveftiture. 
A f^rcc Trade to be opened between thefc Provinces and his Country, The Rajah’s Authority in 
his own Government to be left free and uncontrouled. 

“ 4th. If the PolTclIion of the Rohilla Country, or any Part of it, be ^aranteed by a future 
Treaty to tiic Nabob, that fome favourable Terms be made for the furviving Chiefs of the Rohilla’s, 
or their Reprefentatives. 

** 5th. The Debts from Sujah Dowlah (fuppofing them not to be liquidated at the Conclufion 
of the new Treaty) to be conUered and acknowledge by the prefent Nabob as due from himfelf, 
or the Reprefentative of the State of Oude for the Time being. 

“ 6th. Befides the Guarantee to be ilipulated in Return for the above Conditions, this Go- 
vernment (hall undertake to obtain from the King a regular Confirmation of the Nabob in his Go- 
vernment, according to the Laws and Conllitution of the Empire. 

“ 7th. I conceive that the Attachment of Nudjuff Cawn might be (ecured with the greateft 
Advantage to this Government, if, through our Recommendation, the King would appoint him 
Vizier of the Empire with a Jaghirc, which might eafily be found for him either in the Donabe or 
the Rohilla Country. I underitand that he is one of the ableft Men and bed Soldiers in the 
Empire •, if properly placed in point of local Situation, and his Attachment fCcurcd, he might 
ferve as a Barrier to the Subadary of Oude either againll the Marattas, or any other Invaders, 
from the Weftern or Southern Ports of India. 

(Signed) P, Francis." 

“ Mr. Barwcll.— The firft Objefl to be attended to in a new Treaty is the future Strength and 
Security of our own PofielBons. The Company have invariably declared againll any further Ac- 
ctflion of Territofy to themlclv«s> any Conditions of that Tendency are of Courfe out of the 
Queftion, 

id. I think the Conditions of die oM Treaty (the Article itfpcfting Corah and Illiabad ex- 
cepted) it a good Foundation for any we may now chufe to form. 

•s ad. As it may be polTible to encreafe the Subfidy for a Brigade employed in Oud, See. that 
Increal'c ought if poflible to be efFeded j but its Extent being arbitral, and depending entirely 
on the PIcalurc of the Board, we ihould confider in which Way to make our Aid the lead bur- 
shenlbme and mod ufcful to our Ally. 

“ Our Military Edablilhment is become an intolerable Burthen, and the Diredlors have cx- 
prefsly recommended tliat fuch ReduAion take Place in it as may be done with Safety to Bengal. 
I'o efieft a ReduAion appears here a fecondary Objefl, the Safety of Bengal the Fird j to anlwcr 
both, we Ihould engage our Ally to pay a refpcAable Body of Troops, fuch as we may at all Times 
be able abfolutely to command, and ufe as our own on any emergent Occafion ; if this can be cffc6led, 
a proportionable Retrenchment of our own Forces may immediately take Place, and the Burthen be 
removed from our Shoulders to thofe of our Ally j this is preferable, in my Opinion, to the hiring 
out any Part of our own Forces occafionally to defend Oud, &c, .and will equally drengthen the 
Nabob agunft his foreign Enemies, while it renders him proportionably weak and dependant on us. 

“ 3d. The Independency of Gauzipore on Oud is a great political Objcdl, and ought W be in- 
ftded on I and whatever may be rcfolvcd refjpedting the Revenue paid by the Rajah of that Coun- 
try, the Englilh Government ought not to dand in the fame Relation to it as the late Vizier, fae- 
ctufe the Country of Benares and Gauzipore is a natural Barrier to thefc Provinces, and the Ra- 
jah Ihould have the dronged Tics of intcred to fupport our Government in cafe of any future 
Rupture with the Subah of Oud To make this his Intered, he mud not be tributary to the 
Engliih Governmept, for from the Inftant he becomes its Tributary, from that Moment we 
may expeft him to fide againd os, and by taking Advantage of the Troubles and Commotions 
that may artliey attempt to difouzthen himfelf of his pecuniary Obligations. 

“ Mr. Monfon.— On the Death of a Suba, the Subdaree efeheatt to the Crown •, before Stipu- 
lations are made with Afif ul Dowia, his Right to the Naboblhip of Oyde Ihould be legally afeer- 
tained. 

“ If the King nominates any other Petlbnto the Naboblhip of Oude, our Oppofition to that Ap- 
pointment is aV iolation of the Laws of thatGovemment under which we odenfibly hold the Dewannee. 

I think, therefore, in the prelent Indance, we Ihould aft as Mediator between the King and 
Alif ul Dowlah. This Mcafurc will be fervkeable to the young Nabob, rcfpc6lfol to the King, 
and qbviatc many Circumllanccs that may hereafter appear inconfident in our Conduft. 

z “ Supporting 
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«* SuMOidog Mim AnuKC ia the Succeflion without the King’s Firmaund, will be an AA of 
RebeUioou 

«* The King’s Firnuund therefore appears to be ihdirpen&bly neceflary as a Sanction for our 
Cooduft and Honour. 

For this Service done the Nabobs we fliould require that Cheit Sing’s Zemindaree be annexed 
to the Soubahihip of Bengal or Bahar, or to both. 

«* To eng^ for the young Nabob ftridly to adhere to all Treaties made between the King 
and Soujah Dowlah, and to endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to give the Whole of the Rohilla 
Couotrv to the King. 

“ The King Shaw Alliim, for thefe Advantages, and for the Rcfpeft Ihcwn him, Ihould make 
over the Sovereignty of Bengal and Bahar to the King of Great Britain, and rclinquilh all Claims 
to his Tribute. 

« If thefc Terms aretoo fcvere on the Nabob, they may be mitigated, by relinquilbing the 
Sums that remain due from him for the Conqueft of the Rohilla Country. 

« If the Nabob Afif ul Dowlah requires the Affiftance of a Brigade, he Ihould pay all Charges 
attending it. 

“ I mean by Charges, the Pay, Batta, and contingent Expences. 

« General Clavering. — In conndering the important Subjeft which is now before us, I have two 
Objcdls in View j firft, the obtaining the greateft poffiblc Advantage to the Company, in Confi- 
derationof the defcnfive Aid propqled to be given to the new Nabob-, the Second is, the avoid- 
ing the greateft probable Inconveniency to the State by virtue of the Engagements we may enter 
into with him. 

“ As the Bafis of all my Reafoning, the following Premifes mull: be granted to me : Firft, That 
the Nabob Miza Ammance poflclTes fuch Difqualifications of Charafter, that he cannot maintain 
hlmfelf in his Mufnud without our Afliftance. 

“ ad. That thcr^ is a political Neceflity in this Government not to allow any other Prince to 
occupy the Subahfliip of Oude, and the Countries of Corah and lllahabad, without our Concur- 
rcnce. 

« It is well known that there will be as many Competitors for the Countries left by the late 
Vizier as there are Powers in that Part of Indoftan. The King, the Mahrattas, the Jauts, the 
Rohillas, Nudjuff Cawn, and even fome of the Nabob’s own Family, and Commanders ot his 
Armies, will probably all, or molt of them, ftrivc to obtain feme Share of his Dominions. 

“ The (^eftion then is. Will it be for the intereft of the Company to permit any of thefe 
Princes to eftablilh themfelves in the Provinces bordering on Bengal without our Confenc ? I am of 
Opinion there would be great Danger in permitting it. In th.it Cafe, what Meafurc muft be pur- 
fued to render us the Arbiters of thofc Countries confidently with thofe Views which I ftrft 
ftated, the obtaining the greateft pofliblc Advantage to the Company, and avoiding the greateft 
probable Inconveniency in the Undertaking ? 

“ The greateft Advantage, in my Conception, that can be obtained for the Company is, Firft, 
the total Extinilion of the King’s Clum to the Tribute on thefe Provinces. 

“ That the Zemindary of Benares and Gauziporc lhall be held by Cheit Sing of the Company 
inftead of the Suba of Oude. 

“ To obtain the firft, it Ihould be propofed to the King that he Ihould renounce his Tribute on 
thefe Provinces j that he Ihould acknowledge the Nabob of Oude to be Soubah of that Country, 
and Ihould appoint him Vizier. 

“ In return for this Favour, we Ihould reftore to him the Country of Corah and lllahabad. 

‘‘ The Nabob, in return to the Favour Ihewn him, and procured by our Mediation, Ihould 
rclinquifli to the Company the Sovereignty of Benares and Gauzipore, to be held as at prefent by 
Cheit Sing, on his paying his Tribute to the Company. 

“ In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, his Tribute ought to be diminilhed at Icalb 
Three Lacks of Rupees. Whatever Aftiftance lhall be afterwards required by cither the King or 
the Nabob for the Defence of their refpeftive Countries of Corah, lllahabad, and the Province of 
Oude, not lefs than Three Lacks per Month Ihould be paid to the Company, as Icfs than that will 
not defray the Expence of a Brigade fcrving out of the Provinces. 

The Governor General.— On the Grounds already refolved on, I propofe the following Ar- 
ticles for the new Treaty, premifing, that I conlider the Debts due from the late Vizir as not ap- 
^rtaining to the SubjcA of the intended Treaty. Thele we claim as a Right exempt from any 
future Negotiation. 


“ ill. That the Treaties of lllaha- 
bad and Benares be renewed on the 
Footing on which they Rood at the 
Vizier’s Death. 


* 

[“ ad. That the perpetual and inde- 
p^ent PoflelCoa of the Zemindarry 
of Benari$, and its Dependencies, be 
confirmed and guaranteed to Rajah 

Cheit 


By this Propolition, the monthlv Subfidy for our 
own Army will remain as fettled with the lite Vizir at 
2,10,000 K*. I am againft augmenting it. The Ex- 
pence ought not to exceed that Sum. If more be agreed 
on, it Will either difeourage the Nabob from employing 
the Brigade, or be will employ it, and moll probably fut- 
for it to run in Arreara. 

The Rajah of Benaris, from the Situation of his 
Country, which is a Frontier both to the Provinces of 
Oude and Bahar, may be made a fcrviceable Ally to the 
Company whenever their Aftairs (hall require it. He has 
M always 



frrt Dcp 
I'liJ-jy. 


Cheit Sing and his Heirs for ever, 

(ubjed only to the annual Payment 
of the Kcvcnuc hitherto paid to 
the late Vizir, amounting to B‘. R*. 

2;^, 71, 656; 12, to be dilpicd of, as 
cxprcflcd in the following Article-, 
that no other Demand be made upon 
him, cither by the Nabob ot Oude, 
or tliis (jovernment, nor any Kind of 
Authority or Juril'diilion cxcrcifed by 
cither within the Dominions a/Tigned 
him. 

“ 3. That an equal Partition be 
made of the Revenue of the Zemin- 
darry of Benaris between the Company 
and the Nabob of Oude ; that is to fay, 
that the Rajah (liall pay monthly to 
each the Sum of 9^,823 12:9, amount- 
ing on the whole to R’. 23,716,56 : 12 
per Annum ; and that this Participa- 
tion be exprelsly declared to be intend- 
ed as a Pledge and Acknowledgment 
of the equal Relation in which tljc Ra- 
jah and his Succeflbr.s arc hereafter to 
Hand to both (lovernmcnts. 

“ Agreed, that thcle fcveral Opinions lie for further Confidcration.’* ^ 

The above Extracts being read, the Managers for the Commons fubmitted to the 
Iloufc, whether it would not be rcafonable, that, for the future, wlien a Paper was 
produced, fuch Matter only as they propofed to read fhould be read, unlefs the 
Counfcl for the Defendant would ftute that they wiflied to read other Parts of the 
lame Paper, as neceflary to illuftrate and to make intelligible the Matter particularly 
refened to by the Managers for the Commons. 

Th.e Houfe informal the Managers for the Commons and the Counfcl, that the 
Rule llo(xl thus ; That if a Paper is produced, it mull be read intire, if required by 
either i'aity; and that the Houfe for the prefent muft put a Confidence in the Party 
who lhall inlift upon its being fo read intire, that they will not do it frivoloufly. 

To prove that the 2d Propofition abovementioned was agreed to by the Board, 

The Witnefs produced Book 9, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Conlultations, 24th Fe- 
bruary and 20th March 1 775.” 

Read, the following Extrafts beginning at Page 1126 of the fame Book*. 

“ I’ort William, the 3d March, 1775. 

“ At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 
l.icutcnant General John Clavering. 

The Honourable George Monfon. 

Richard Barwcll, \ r-t- ■ 

Philip Francis, / Efqu.res. 

ReaJ and approved the Confultation held Ycftcrday. 

Kefumed the Confidcration of the leparate Minutes delivered in by each Member of the Board 
in Confultation of the 13th ultimo, on the Subjeft of a new Treaty to be entered into with the 
Nabob of Oude, and ot tlie Initruflions to be given to the Rcfidcnt at his Court. 

“ It being rclblvcd that a new Dcfcnfive Treaty lhall be executed with the Nabob Afoph iil 
Dowlah, in cafe he himfelf lhall folicit it j it remains to be determined, what Part of the Nabob’s 
Dominions (hall be included in this Dcfcnfive Treaty. 

“ The Governor General remarks, that the Nabob’s prefent Dominions confift of theSubahdary 
of Oude, the Diftriflsof Corah and Illiabad, the Country lately conquered from the Rohillas, and 
the Luc Vizier’s Conqueds in the Duaubcj to thefe may be added the Zemindarry of Rajah Cheit 
Sing, which is tributary to the Nabob j and the Government f propofes. That the Qi^<^ftion be 
put which of thefe Territories (hall be included in the propofed l^cknfive Treaty. 

“ Mr. Francis. — My Opinion is, That we may with Propriety guarantee to the prefent Nabob of 
Oude, for his Life, all the Countries guaranteed to the late Vizier by the Treaty of Ilhhabad, 
except the Dominions of Cheyt Sing. I think that this Guarantee may alfo be conditionally and 
pro tempore extended to the Countries of Corah and lllahabad, until we (hall be informed whether 


( ) 

always been confidered in this Light, both by the Com- 
pany and the fucccffivc Members of the late Council , 
but, *0 enfure his Attachment to the Company, his In- 
tereft muft be connedted with it, which cannot better 
effedled than by freeing him totally from the Remains of 
his prefent Vaflalage, under the Guarantee and Protedlion 
of the Company, and at the fame time guarding him 
againft any Apprehenfions from this Government, by thus 
pledging its Faith, that no Encroachments (hall ever be 
made on his Rights by the, Company.] <C^ 


“ I propofe this Article with fome Reluftance, as con- 
trary to my Idea of the Right of the Nabob of Oude, in 
virtue of the Treaty originally formed between his Fa- 
ther and the Company but it is conformable to the Prin- 
ciple adopted by the Board in the Refolution pafled this 
Morning, and may perhaps be obtained without much 
Oppofuion from the Nabob i at the fame time, that it 
contributes to fix the Independency of the Zemindarry of 
Benaris on the moft permanent Foundation.’* 


• See the Matter partitulariy referred to by the Managers for the Coinnions, Page 48. 
t Sic ill Orig. 

tl.e 
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the Treaty of Benares be ratified or difapproved of by the Court of Direftors. I do not think it 

fafe or precedent * to enter into any Engagements An may eventually carry the Company’s Forces * Sic In Orlj. 

beyond the Limits of the Countries 1 have mentioned. 

« Mr. Barwell. — In the different Refolutions that the Board have come to as a Ground-work for a 
new Defenfive Treaty, it is acknowledged that this Government is bound to fupporc the Rights and 
Prctcnfionsofthc Son of Sujah Dowlah to the Succeflion of his Father’s Dominions, and Orders have, 
conformably to this Rcfolotion, been fent to Colonel Galliez. Upon what Terms the Nabob of Oude 
was to have his Prctcnfions tofuccecd his Father fupported by this Government, is not exprc'lTcdj I 
therefore conceived, that the Aid of our Troops was hereafter to be fettled by a Subfidy adequate 
to the Expence, and that the Intention of the Board was exprcfsly declared of oppofing any C om- 
petitor in Prejudice to the Rights this Government fandity. And, as I do not luppofe there is 
any Dcfign in the Englifh Government to withdraw the Countenance already Ibewn the Son of 
Sujah Dowlah, and by fuch Means render Commotions probable which may reduce him to that 
Dillrcfs to folicit our Interpofition on any Terms, I imagine the Son of Sujah Dowlah is to be 
maintained in the Soubadarryof his Father, on the equitable Footing of his dilburfing the jult 
Charge of the Armament he requires for his Support ; and if 2, 10,000 Rs. are inadequate to the 
Expence of the Brigade, it (houkl be rated as high as the real Charge. I premile this bcibre I 
proceed to anfwcr the (^cftion, becaufc every additional Advantage to be obtained to this Go- 
vernment, both upon Principles of Equity and Policy, muft be in Proportion to the Advantages 
it gives to the other contrading Parties. If, therefore, we propole the Acquifitiun (^f Wealth to 
this Government, that Acquifition can only be in Proportion to the lolicy which lliall be 
adopted ; and, as I conceive the Englifh Government may be benefited both in its Finances, anti 
its Powers of external Defence, by guaranteeing the Countries already in Polkflion of the Soubah 
of Oude, fuch Guarantee, in my Opinion, fliould take Place; if it does nor, 1 mull propofe, 
equally for the mutual Defence of our Ally and this Government, that every after Perluafioa 
fliall be ufed to influence the Soubah to maintain a Body of 12,000 Sepoys, agreeably to the 
Englifh Eilablilhmenr, to be commanded by our Officers, and the Pay to be advanced to the 
Officers, who (hall ifluc it to the Sepoys. Thus, cither by guaranteeing all the Countries now 
depending on the Soubah of Oude, or the Alternative of furnifhing him with the Means of main- 
taining his Conquefts, feme Advantage will rcfult to the State; otherwile, I do not lee any Means 
there is to influence a Prince to make fuch Conceflions, as appear from the dilicrcnt Minutes of 
fomc of the Members to be expeded from him. 

“ Colonel Monfon. — I do not conceive it to have been the Intention of this Government, to 
fupport Mirza Amany in the Succeffion of the late Vizier’s intire Doniinions. Fhe Intention 
was to acknowledge the Succeffion, and to fupport him under certain Stipiilaiions in the Souhah- 
darry of Oude. I'he Defenfive Treaty now propofed to be entered into with that Prince for the 
Guarantee of his Dominions, fhould not extend beyond thofc of Oude, Corah, and Illahabad, 
with the Provifo that the Treaty of Benaris is ratified by the Company. I’his Guarantee Ihuuld 
only be granted on fuch I'erms as may be advantageous for the Company, If the Guarantee is 
to extend beyond the ancient Dominions of the Soubahdarry of Oude, an Equivalent is to be 
given to the Company for that extraordinary Service granted to the Nabob. If, in this Defenfive 
Treaty, the Nabob Ihould make a Rcquifition of any Parc of the Company’s Military Force, 
he is to defray the whole Expence attending them. 

“ General Clavering. — The Opinion of the Majority of the Board, when the Queftion was agi- 
tated, Whether thcie was an Obligation by Treaty on this Government to interfere in regulating 
the Succeffion to the late Vizier, was abfolutely, 'I hat there was no fuch Obligation; however, on 
Occafion of the Succeffions, it was agreed to acknowledge Mirza Amany to be the I leir and Suc- 
teffor to his Father, Sujah Dowlah. The Qvieftion is therefore at prelcnt open for any Kefokuion 
the Board plcafcs to take, in regard to the defenfive Alliame it was agreed that we would enter 
into with Mirza Amany, provided he propofed it. On this Footing I am ready to conient to 
guarantee the Pofleffion of the Province of Oude to the young Nabob ; provided he, on his Part, 
confent to cede to the Company the Sovereignty of Cheyte Sing’s Country ; and whenever lie 
requires the Affiftance of the Company’s Forces, to defend the Province of Oude only, and never 
to the Rohilla Country. I will give my Confent to fuch a fubfidiary Treaty, on his paying 1 hree 
Lacks of Rupees Monthly for a complete Brigade. With regard to the Province of Corah, I 
think, in Juftice, it ought to be reftored to the King, and a Negociaiion feton Foot, at the fame 
Time, to obtain from him a Renunciation of his Tribute upon Bengal. 

The Governor General. — My Anfwcr to the Qiieftion is fhorr, as it can be of no Ufe. We 
ought, in my Judgment, to guarantee to the Nabob of Oude, the Soubadarec of Oude, the Dif- 
trifts of Corah and Illahabad, and the Country lately conquered from the Rohillas, but no more. 

I do not wifli to fee the Copipany’s Forces carried within the Line of the Rohilla Country, for its 
Defence. I believe that an Engagement to defend that Country for him would render it unnecef- 
far}’. I fear he may lofc it ; we fliall in that Cafe have a greater Burthen impofed on us in the 
Defence of the Nabob of Oude, and he be Icfs furniflicd with Means of difeharging Ins Engage- 
ments with us, 

“ Rcfolvcd, That the Board will agree to guarantee to the Nabob Mirza Amincy t!ie Province 
of Oude, and conditionally thofc of Corah and Illahabad, until ti:c Flcalurc ot rlic Court ot D;- 
reflors on the Treaty of Benaris be known.” 


[“ The 
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^ [“ The Governor General propofe* the following Queftion : 

“ Whether it lhall be made a Condition of the new Treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing fliall exe^ 
eife a free and independent Authority in his oWh Dominions, fubjedt oidy to die Payment of hit 
'I'ribute ? 

“ Mr. Francis.-— Yes. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — Yes. 

“ Colonel Monfon.— No, I think not, as I (ee no Advantage in it for the Company’s 
Intcrea. 

“ General Clavering.— Provided he pays the Tribute to the Company, I think he Ihould be 
rendered independent. 

“ The Governor General. — Yes. 

“ Rcfolvcd in the Affirmative.] 

“ The Governor General further propolis t 

“ Whether it lhall be made an Article in the Treaty, that, in ConGderation of the Engagement 
to be entered into by this Government to guarantee the PoflcIQons of the Nabob of Oude, as be- 
fore refolvcd, he lhall cede and make over to the Company the Whole or any Part of the Tribute 
due from the Zemindar of Gauzapoor. 

Mr. Francis.— I confider the Ceflion to the Company of the whole Tribute paid by the Ze- 
mindar of Gauzapoor to the late Nabob, as the firft and moll elTential Condition of a Treaty 
wirh the prefent Nabob. The Advantage gained by the Zemindar will be alfo very confiderable, 
as it has always been my Opinion that his Authority in his own Government (hould be left free 
and uncontrouled. As long as this Advantage is prelerved to him, he mud confider it as his In- 
tereft to be the Tributary of the Company, rather than of the Nabob. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — The Policy which the Company have laid down to be purfued, orders its to 
confine our Views to the Territories of which we are already pofleffed, and of courfc precludes the 
pernicious Confequcnces which another Syftem might influence. The Company, it is obvious, 
never intended that, upon the Neceffities of our Allies, we (hould grafp at any Part of the Terri- 
tory they poflTcired. The Son of a Man with whom we were fo lately intimately connefted, upon 
a Suppolition of his (landing in Need of our Affiftance, ought not, in my Opinion, to be dripped 
ot any I’art of his paternal Territory. I am therefore againd any Separation of Gauzipore, as 
inconfident with Equity and the Company’s Indrudlions. If we can (ccurc to the Son of Sujhh 
Dowlah any Advantages as an Equivalent for fuch a Ceffion, I think in that Cafe it ought to be 
demanded •, otherwife, that we (hould be content with receiving from him whatever may be the 
Charge of the Armament that marches to his Affidance. 

“ Colonel Monfon. — As I confider the Company’s Intereft as the Rule of my Condud, I can 
have no Objeilion to the Whole or any Part or the Tribute of the Zemindar of Gauzipore being 
demanded for the Company j but I would by no Means confider it as an abfolutc Condition to be 
made in confequence of the Defenfive Treaty, as I know of no Compenfation that is propofed to 
be given to the Nabob for fo confiderable a Ceflion. 

“ General Clavering. — If is equally repugnant to my Ideas of Judicc, and to my Conception 
of the Company’s Intentions of not enlarging their Territories, to drip any Prince of his Poflef, 
fions to enlarge the Company’s Territories. I only wi(h to obtain the Sovereignty of Gauzipore 
by a Negociatiqn for equivalent Services, and for the Protefiion to be given to the Nabob. If he 
plcafes to cede it to us upon thefe Terms, it may be held by the Company without extending the 
l.inc of Defence which the Court of Direftors has preferibed for th? Rule of our Conduct, beyond 
the Bounds of our prefent Engagements. By this Means the greated poffible Advantage will be 
obtained for the Company, without cither violating the Principles or Judice, or exceeding the 
Company’s Orders, fmcc the PolTcffion will dill remain in the Rajah of the Country, though the 
Sovereignty and Fribute to be drawn from it will devolve to the Company. 

“ I’hc Governor General delivers his Sentiments upon the QuelUon as follows : 

“ I am of Opinion that a Demand (hould be made of a Moiew of the Revenue paid by the Ze- 
mindar of Gauzipore j but I do not think that wc ought to infilt on this Article, or that his Re- 
fufal to confent to it (hould prove an Impediment to our proceeding on the Treaty, The Zemin- 
dary of Benares, whijd the Nabob’s Right to the Tribute paid in Acknowledgment of his Sove- 
reignty is admitted, is but Security for the punclual and faithful Difcharge of his Engagements 
with the Company. 

“ It is for ever within our immediate Reach, and may be attached at any Time in cale of fuch a 
Failure on the Part of the Nabob as (hall render it neceffiary and judiiiable. A Conviflion of this 
Advantage, and a Dread of incurring fo mortifying a Penalty, will at all Times, except in a Cafe 
of abfolutc Infolvency, bind the Nabob of Oude (irmly to his Engagements, and eventually prove 
a greater Benefit to the Company, in his Pofleffion, than if the RevenUfc was converted entirely to 
their Ufc. 

“ Rcfolved, That a Demand be made for the Tribute of Gauzipore, but that it be not confidered 
an abfolutc and indifpenfiblc Article in the Ncgociatioo with the Nabob. 

“ The Governor General propoln for the next Queftion, 

“ Whether the Subfidy to be ftipulated for the Affiftance of our Troops, to the Nabob of Oqde, 
by the propofed I'reaty, (hall continue on the prefent Footing of 2 , 1 0,000 Rupees per Month, for 
a Brigade, or what other Sum (hall be demanded ?’* 

5 


" Mr. 
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^ «• Mf. FfpjBcW Tribttie fiom thcRajali of Beflatta ht 

iM w ^Cowr, w n»y Ih*tt ^ *c Monthly Subfidy on its preieot Footing . 

this however IhooWte our lW.^>-.The 6rft Demand Ihouid i, that ?he Pay of our 
Troo^ while in the Nabob’s Service, be made equal to the teal Expence. ' 

«"P«* « rt. S„bM, Mi 

nw ^ual to the Expence, a Demand Ihouid be 
made on Ae Nabol^ to m^e the Subfidy ^ual to the Expeoce of the Troops he may require 

“ General Clav^.~As 1 only cOnfen^ that he Ihouid have the Afliftiince of our froops on 
ConditiOT of the Ceffion of Gauzipoor to the Company, I am of Opinion, that without that Con- 
dition obtained, no Subfldy whatever will be equivalent to the Rifquc and Expence which the 
Company may be drawn into, in confeqiience of oUr afibrding Support to a Prince fo incapable of 
governing at the young Nabob is reprefenttd to be, and who is lurrounded on every Side by Com- 
petitors to Ae fcveralCouritnw to which he has fucceeded. The prefent Subfidy is thought to be 
infwior to ^ Ex^nde of the Tr^ps in the Field ^ 70.000 Rupees per Month, cxclufivc of the 
Coft of bnrimng Rccruia from Europe, and Ac Price of Military Stores , the Amount and the 
Value of which caonoc be cftirm^ted. 

“ The GowAor ^al..r:ramof Opinion, Aat the prefent Subfidy U fufflcicnt, and that it 
ought not to be enirtafed. I doubt Whether a lai^r Sum would in reaUty prove a Gain to the 
Company. 

“ Refolved, That an Increarcdf Ae Subfidy be demanded from the Nabob, to make it eoual 
to Ac Expence of Ac Troops. ^ 

“ Ordered, That tte Srerctary prepare Inftnidlions for the Refident at Ae Court of Oude 
agreeable to Ae above Refolutioos, and Aofr of Ae 13th Dfltimo/’ 

To prove that the before mentioned Refolution particularly referred to by the 
Managers for the Commons, fupra Page 48, relative to the Rajah of Gauzepoor bcin? 
made independent, was communicated to the Court of Direftors ; “ 

The Witnefr nroduced Book X, intitnled, “ Bengal Letters received from 12th 
April 1774, to 6th April 1775.*' 

Read, I ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, _jth, arid 6th Paragraphs of a General Letter, Secret De- 
partment, dated Fort William, a4th March 1775, to the Court of Direftors. 

“ To Ac Honourable the Court of DireiSlors for Affairs of Ac Honourable Ac United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England traAng to Ae Baft Indies. 

“ Honourable Sirs, 

“ 2d. Soon after the Departure of thefe Ships, we refumed the Confidcration of the Con- 
require ?t" '' ^ «P«dicnt to renew our Treaties with the Nabob of Oude, Aould he 

nir 3 d* The Subjea was agitated in Council with eVery Degree of Attention and circumftantial 
Difcufliorl which Its Confequenecs demanded. The Opinions and Arguments of the different Mem- 
^r$ are folly recorded in the Proctedings, to which we beg leave to refer. The Refolutions of the ' 
Board upon them were in Subfiance at follows : « * wx wte 

“ W the Nabob the Poffeflion of his ancient Dominion 

of Oude, without any Limitation, andofthofe of Corah and lllahabad conditionally, till 
your Determination on the Treaty of Benares be known. ^ 

"ot take upon us the Dcfcnceof Ae Conqucfts of the late Vizier in 
the Doaub, or in any Shape interfere in its Affairs. 

“ jdly, 1 hat Ac Company having fulfilled in their Engagements with rcfpefl: to the Rohilla 

r.. guarantee the Poircflion of that Country to him. 

jjy [ 4thly. That it Aould be an Article in any new Treaty with him, that the Rajah of Gau- 

SniTni totally independent, and left to cxercifc a free Authority in his 

own Opinions, fubjeA only to the Payment of his Tribute.] 

fi; fe.S* Guaranty and Protcaion, which we thus agreed to afford 
Ae Nabob, we Aould demand from him the Cefiion, in Favor of the C^pany, of the 

fni m ^ ^ ^ Troops march- 

Efplnce P*y * S"**®*^^ ''I"** “ 

inftrufe Ti* Court, and he was conf. sth 

ihe ^ Treaty which Aall be negociated between M^rch. 

Srtue S^hf but that te Aould liien to io PropofaU until all the Claims, in 

S maHe With the Comparty, Aall h\vc been adjulled. andpk 

« !?'• ^b''b Aall api^r due. ^ ^ 

IpccifiJd to'affuritb! of n r different Articles above Oitt*. 

ipccmeo, to alTure him of our lincefe and ftcady Attachment to him, and in a refpedful and ami- 

N „bla 
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eabte Mmner to expore t6 him our Rcaibns for .the ymthttions m 6 prdpofei in.ijie TtetQr, md 
for exp^ing the Equivalent we demand. We even gave him Liberty, lo cafe heihould m the 
Nabob difpofed to comply with the Ceflion of the Tribute of Gau^ipore^ Which wt look .upba m 
an eflcntial Article for the Company’s Intereft, to yield fomething in the Article of the Aubfidy for 
the Troops i and to intimate, as from himfelF, that we may content ourfdvtii with the prefetit Sti- 
pulation, or feme other Sum fliort of the real Ei^nce. 

“ 6th. But if the Nabob Ihould pofitively rtfufe to ir«lt on the Termi above ffienttoocd, we 
then direfled Mr. Briftow tO fufpend all further Negociations with Mm, bfornung him at the 
fame time, that it is our Determination, in this Cafe, to withdraw our Troops from his Country, and 
to notify to us his precifc Anfwer. 

“ Sifted, Warren Haftings. 

J, Clavcrinx. 

Geo.: Monton- i 
Rfeh'-Barwclli 
P. f rands” , i, 

To prove that the Sovereignty of Benares was transfcitefi to the Company, thd 
nefs produced Book XI. inutulcd, Bengal Scertt Confultations, from 6th jftihe to 
31ft July I 77 S-” 

Read, following Extracts, beginning at Page x of the lame Bopk. 


Fort William, 6th June 1775.' 

“ At a Council j Pitfent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirei Governor General Piefidents 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Mbnfon, 

RichardBarweM^p. j 
Philip Francis, / • 


“ The Petfian Tranflator fends in the following Tranflation of the Letter enclofed in Mr. firi- 
llow’s laft Letter, received and entered in Confultation 3 1 ult*. 

“ Copy of a Reprefentation delivered to the Nabob Afoph ud Dowlah, on the 1 5th of Rub- 
bec-ul-Auwrel (i6th May), from Mr. Briftow, enclofed in that Gentleman’s Letter to the Board, 
dated 17th May 177J. 

“ It occurs to me, that if your Excellency would grant the Company the Revenue and per- 
petual Jurifdidion of Rajah Chitc Sing’s Zemindarry, on Condition of their protefting the Coun- 
tries ot Oud, Corail, and Illahabad, as fpecified above, and cncrcafc the SUm formerly ftipulatcd 
for the Pay of the Englilh Troops, the Englilh Chiefs would> probably confent thereto; The 
religning them lb fmall a Diftrift, from which your Excellency derives fo little Advantage, and 
where your Authority is fo limited, in Comparifon of your other Dominions, is a Matter of no 
Cbnfequence to you. 

» I have drawn up the Articles, which now occur to me, in the Form of a Draft of a Treaty, 
which I now fend your Excellency j and fuch as I do not at prefent recollcft, When they occur to 
me, I will reprcfcnt to you, and at the Time of concluding the Treaty betwixt your Excellency 
and the Englilh Chiefs, I will infert them therein. 


“ Draft of the propofed Treaty. 

“ Whereas the fincereft Fricndftiip and Hrmeft Union fubfifted between the late Nabob Vizier 
111 Mainmaluk Afoph Jah Soujah ul Mulk, the Nabob Sujah ul DOwlah, and the Honourable 
E.ift India Company •, and as the Nabob Afoph ud Dowlah Tahyau Khan Bahadre Huzzubber 
Jung is the immediate Heir to all the Dominions of thefaid Nabob dcceafcd, the Nabob Afoph 
ud Dowlah and the Nabob Amad ud Dowlah, Mr. Warren Haftings Bahadre Jelladur Jung, 
Prefident and Governor, and the other Members of the Council of Calcutta, in the Name and on 
the I’att of the Englilh Company, do engage, on their refpedive Parts, to obferve the following 
Articles. 


Article V. 

“ llic faid Nabob engages to grant the Revenues and perpetual JUrifdldion of Rajah Chile 
Sing’s Zemindary to the Englilh Company, on Condition of their protefting his Country as afore- 
mentioned. 

Read a Letter from Mr. Briftow, as ft^lows : 

“ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

“ My laft Addrefs was dated the 17th Inftant, fince when my Attantion has been taken up in 
urging the Propofals for the new Treaty. 

“ Tlie Nabob did this Day give me a verbal Anfwer, that he acqulcfccd in them all, and 
would To-morrow finally fettle every Afticle to my Ssitisfaftion.” 

“ Received a further Letter and Inclofurcs from Mr. Briftow, the Rcfident at the Court 
Oude. 

“ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

“ 1 addrefted the Honourable Board laft on the 19th inftant. 


Having 
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e<mip.«ir inii tfcCvteer opM^tSlGS^Ttoit pSfTS kSiS 

dehvenng over Bauuet without lactunbiwMes of Tuncw? &c. the CoDies^S !L a 
in PcrJUn^ and the Tranflations iif Engfifb, I heitwith enclofe That relaHvi'^ m tU 
be ««™rf .D hU Exollrac,-. pcrfiSg’fc The XT^Sh,i,e „ SJl h.'t',''.”’'“ 

“ tortr wW. r received tirwihMhs frohr the'Nsbbb to Ratih Chvte Sint. fK. 

E ^,ot at Bena;ei, d(K% them to dtiiv^ over heir Satrf’ruft! 

S ^tTfSl - * 1 ® %• * ihc oritihal PerwaS K NilS? 

Nabob, for the txftiice tfiu Cobritry', as above foeeffierf 
' S a a “P’ ?f ?*“ <>'> Ac Englifo SSr *an^fl 

^ 

Sirkar Benares — The Diftrifts of Josmpore. 

Sirkar Chumar ~ Bijehpoto Bahdow. 

Sukte^mf — — Mullooft Kawis. 

The Sirkah Oawzypore. 

The Pergunnah of Swkundereore Jeridc ShiUj^, Abad, Tobpa Surchchur. &c 
, ."formerly, the Mint and- Ciitwally of Bcnark Ppa ^urcncmir, «c. 

Compared with an attefttd Copy fentdowh by Mr. Briftow, and found to be an exaft Tranf 
hlvrinfS •“ Lift, of’Diftrids, wi omJrei whTri 


(Signed) j. H. t)’Oyly, 
AftingP-T'.’* 


DowUh”"*^**^®" ^ Agreement under the Seal of his Excellency the Nabob Auflup ul 

“ In cafe of any Perfons having any Demands, or bavinx received Tuncawc on 

“ Dated the 20th of Rubby ul Ewnt, 1189 of the Hegira, or the u of May 177?. 

« Comnar^H ^ John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd. 
TmSffif Pp Mr. BrMow, a»d foa«i » be 

(Sigtted) J. H. D. Oyly, 

p. -p, .. 

“ Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Briftow. 

«( ** J°**” Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owde. 

by the ComiLn^ w^ th^'xf Treaty pfopofed to be entered into 

by him. We entirelv anorov^ rJ* Afoph ul Dowbh, wd of the feparate Engagements executed 
have ordered Two fa^r ^ ^ fo' Ncgociation of it. We 

you as foon as^ffible. tranfmit to 

may obtain thecal and Sion«m Company affixed to each, that you 

of this Tre.^* ' ®«ke known to the Nabob our Acceptance 

ul DwSJVm c^un;r‘lL®f **lf ’r*‘«>ty with the Nabob Afoph 

k^owijui was cominunicated to the Court of Direftors} ^ 

• Sic in Orig. 

3 The 





6th June. 


Iith June. 
3th July. 


“( s« ) • . 

the Witnefs produced Book VI. intituled, « Bengal Lelten' rt^ed i6tH,Ma7 
177c, to 20th January 1776." * ■ ' r" ’ . 

Read, 2d and 3d Paragraphs of a General Letter, Secret Dt^ntenfj from the 
Prefident and Council at Fort William in Bcn^l, to the Court ot DMora. Dated 
3dAuguft 1775. j , ’ 

“Signed, Warren Haftings^ *; 

J. Claverine. >. ' 

Geo. Moflion. ■ 

, R"*. Bamell. ' ' ; . 

■ P, FfancUi .. .. 

■ « 2d. It is now with the greateft SatisfaAion we can itrfornl. yo»j», that , the Nab^ Afoph ul 
Dowlah has coniented fully and totally to the Terms we pfopofed for a new hih), as 

advifed you in our Letter of the 24th of March Jaft. The Treaty WaS.fiWlly 
the Nabob and the Refident, at his Court, on'the aift of May lalb, wd ^ 

cuted by us immediately after the Receipt of , the Treaty.^ . , , W,<i '/ ’■ 

“ jd. In the Confuitation re'ferrcd to in the Margin, Is inferted an ixaft Ct^y m ’we Treaty as 
figned by us. The Articles differ in nothing effcntiil from thbfe agreed Upon to'^biferOT 
the Nabob, when we firft determined to renew our AOUnce with him.' Tbte ptfllo'h of "^nares,' 
and the other Territories of the Rajah Cheit Sing, to the Company, we flatter dur^lks 'Will 
prove perfediy agreeable to your Ideas, as it conveys a Valuable Acquifidon tofhe Company, 
without incumbering them with any new Eng^cinents, or Ipadj^ them withi additional Expcncesi 
nor, indeed, is it liable to the Objedtion of involving them m the Trouble of new Colledlions, 
and new Eftablifhments, with all the Difprdcrs whjch attend them. The Revenue which ac- 
crues from this Acquifidon amounts to Rupees 23,72,656 :’i2, and will be paid by the Rajah in 
monthly Payments as a neat Tribute, without rendering any Accounts of his CollcdioiK, or 
being allowed to enter any Claim for Dedudlions. You will obferve, that the Ceffion of the 
whole Zemindary of Chitfmg, with all the Powers and Rights annexed to it, is made immedi- 
ately to the Honourable Eaft India Company, without any Participation with the Subah of thefe 
Provinces, or any formal Union of Title or Poffeffion between this and the Company’s former 
territorial Acquifitions. In the Treaties entered info with the late Vizier Suja Dowla, in the 
Years 1765 and 1770, the Company’s Reprefentadves adled as Plenipotentiaries from the Nabob 
Nugum ul Dowlah, and his Succeffor Syeful Dowla. We hope that our fecuring to the Com- 
pany the cxc’.ufive Right to the rich Zemindary of Benares, independent of the Sovereignty of 
Bengal, will be deemed a Service of Importance to their Interefls, and favoured with their Ap- 
probation. It is not yet finally fettled with the Rajah, whether the Tribute lhall be paid at 
Patna or Calcutta. We wait his Anfwcr to our Propofal on this Head, as well as to fome others 
regarding the Cutwally and Mint at Benares, and to our Recommendation of his keeping up a 
Body of Cavalry to be ready for our Affiftance when called upon. When thefe Matters are ad- 
jufted, wc fliall duly advife you j in the mean Time, the Governor General’s .Fropofals refpeding 
them, and our Deliberations upon them, will be feen in the Confultations.’’ 


Then the Managers for tlie Commons Rated, That having traced the Bufmefs as far as 
the Transfer of the Sovereignty of Benares to the Eaft India Company, and all the 
Rights of the different Parties, at the different Periods at which they held them, they 
would now proceed to flicw what Afts of Confirmation and Extenfipn of the vaiious 
Rights of Cheyt Sing, were granted to him by the Eaft India Company ; and as the 
next Paper they propofed to read would go to feveral of the Allegations in this Article, 
they thought it proper to apprife the Houfe, that it related not only to the general Set- 
tlement propofed with the Rajah Cheyt Sing, but to the Grants of the Cutwally and 
Mint, ancl to the Propofal of his maintaining a certain Body of Cavalry. 

The Witnefs was ciefued to produce the Bengal Secret Confuitation of the 5th 
July 1775, in Book XI. 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, That the Minute of the Defendant, which 
they were about to read from this Confuitation, confifted of Five Propofitions, with 
the Defendant’s own Obfervations and Comments on each of the faid Propofitions j 
it might, perhaps, therefore tend to Elucidation, if, inftead of reading them fuc- 
ceflivcly in the Order in which they appear to be entered in the Confuitation, each 
Propoution, and the Obfervations on it, were read feparately and diftinftly, one after 
the other, beginning with the Firft Propofition, then the Obfervation on that Propo- 
fition, and fo on. The fame was agreed to. 

Read, the following Extrafts from Bengal Secret Confuitation, lath June 177 c. 
Book XI. p. 99. 


“ Fort 
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** Fort Williaoi, nth tune 1775. 
** At i Cotmcil ( Prefeat, 

liie Hooounbk Warren Haftum, Connor Genera^ Prefident* 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

The Honourable George Moofon. 

Richard BarwelU 7 cr • 

Philip Francii. iE‘^“"*** 


Secret bep. 
MoQ;Uy. 


" Read and aptuoved the Confultation of the 8th inftant. 

“ The Treaties with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla being written fair in Fnglilh and Perfian, Treity ei«- 
jgreed that they be figned and fealed with the Company’s Seal, and tranliniticd to Mr. Brij^ow, *“‘*'** 
with the following Letter. ’ 


“ To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd* 

“ S'*'* 

“ The Treaties being drawn out in Form, and ratified by us, we now inclofc them to be 
executed by the Nabob, after which you will return one of the Copies to us, and deliver the other 
to him. 

“ Fort William, “ We are, &c. 

nth June 1775.” 

« The Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute and Obfervations for 
their Confideration. 

“ The Sovereignty of the Zetnindarry of Benaris, and its Dependencies, having been ceded in 
Perpetuity to the Honourable Company, by the Fifth Article of the Treaty lately formed with 
the Nabob AflTof 6 Dowla, it becomes immediately necelTary to determine in what Manner this 
Right (hall be excrcifed, and the regular Payment of the Revenue due from the Rajah fecured. 

“ The Governor General moves, That this Subjeft be token into the Confideration of the 
Board, and fubmits to their CorreAion and Approval the following Plan of Settlement with 
Rajah Cheit Sing, to be obferved until the Pleafure of the Company refpefting it (liall be 
known, declaring his Readinefs to acquiefee In any other which may be propofed on Terms by 
which more efFcdtual Provifion may be made for the Intereil of the Company, without an En- 
croachment on the jufi Rights of the Rajah, or the Engagements actually fubfiHing with him. 

” Prop. I. That Rajah Cheyt Sing (hall pay into the Treafory of the Honourable Company aC 
Patna, in equal monthly Payments, the yearly Revenue of 22,48,449, SenewantR*. being the Sum 
fettled with the late Nabob Sheja Dowla, and confirmed by an Agreement executed by the faid 
Nabob, in Prefence of the Prefident of the late Council of Fort William, at Benaris, under Date 
the 6th September 1773. 

“ Obferv. i. There is no Queftion that the Rajah can well afford to pay this Proportion of the 
Rents of his Zemindarry, which confifts of as rich and well cultivated a Territory as any 
Diilrift perhaps of the fame Extent in India. 

“ The Company have a clear and indifputablc Right to this Sum, nor is it likely that he 
will cither conteft it, or defire any Remiflion of it. Bcfides, the other Conditions pro- 
pofed in this Plan will virtually prove both an Augmentation of his Means and a 
Diminution of his real Paymenu to Government, as will be Ihewn in the Remarks on the 
laft Article. 

“ It is propofed to receive the Payment of his Rents at Patna, bccaufc that is the neareft 
Provincial Station, and bccaufc it would not fruftratc the Intention of rendering the Rajah inde- 
pendent. If a Refident was appointed to receive the Money as it became dtie at Benaris, 
fuch a Refident would unavoidably acquire an influence over the Rajah and over his Country, 
which would in Effbil render him the Matter of both. This Confequence might not perhaps 
U brought completely to pafs without a Struggle, and many Appeals to the Council, which, 
in a Government conftUuted like this, cannot fall to terminate againft the Rajah; and, by the 
Conftrudion to which his Oppofition to the Agent would be liable, might eventually draw on 
him feverer Rettri6lions, and end in reducing him to the mean and depraved State of a mere 
Zemindar. 


" Prop. 2. That the Rajah (hall be empowered to exercife a complete and uncontroulcd Authority 
over his Zemindarry, under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Honourable Company, in the Go^ 
vernmeot of the Country dependent on him, in the Colksftion of the Revenues, and in the Admini- 
ftration of Juftice. 

“ Obferv. 2. The Advantages which the Rajah will receive from thefc Conceffipns, cxelufivc 
of the Gratifications which his Pride would obtain from the Pofleffion’of a State of Power and 
Dignity, unknown to any of his Ancoftors, and the Security of his Perfon and Poffeffions 
from the Company’s Protedion, may be rated equal to many Lacks of Rupees, which, though 
laved to him, are no Lofs to the Government on which he depends, being ail Articles of in 
vifiblc Expcncc in Fees W the Minitters and Officers of the Nabob, in the Charges of a double 
EttablifhnKnt of Vackeels to both Governments, in Prefents and Charges or Accommoda- 
tion to the Nabob during his Refidence at any Place within the Boundaries of his Zemin- 

O darry. 


i 
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tlarry, in the Frauds, Embezzlements, and OpprcflTions, excrcifcd in the Mint and Ctftwally, 
bcfidcs the allowed Profits of thofe Officers, and the Advantages which every Man in occa- 
fional Power, or in the Credit of it, 'might make of the Rajah’s known Weaknefs, and the 
Dread he flood in, both of the Difjpleafure of the Nabob, and the Ill-will of Individuals 
among the Englifli, who were all confidered either in their prefent Stations or Connexions, or 
the Right of SuccefTion, as Members of the State of Bengal. It would be fcarcc polfible 
to enumerate all the Inconveniencies to which the Rajah was liable in his former Situation, 
or to eflimate thcprecifc Efteft which they produced on his Revenue, and on the grofs Amount 
of his Expcnccs; but it may be eafily conceived that both were enormous, and cf a Nature 
the moft likely to Icflcn the Profits of Government, inftcad of adding to them. 

Prop, 3. That Sunnuds be granted to the Rajah, fpccially conferrirjg upon him the Power of 
appointing Officers to the Charge of the Cutwally and the Mintof Benaris •, the latter to be lubjeX 
to loch Orders and Regulations as the Governor General and Council lhall at any Time think 
proper to decree, 

“ Obferv, 3. Thefe Offices have been confidered as Marks of Sovereignty at leafl, this has ferved 
for the Pretext to withhold them from the Poflclfion of the Rajah, to whom they have been a 
heavy Grievance, the Cutwally efpecially, which, being held in Farm, and excrcifcd under 
the Authority of a Prince who had no Intereft in the Welfare or Eafc of his People, has 
always been reprefented, as in its obvious Tendency it could fcarce fail to prove, a Source of 
the worfl Corruption and Oppreffion, from which there was no Appeal. If there be any 
Weight in the Plea for referring thefe Prerogatives to the Company, the Grant of them to the 
Rajah himfclf, by fpecial Sunnuds, will' be a fufficient Expreffion of their Sovereignty, al- 
though the foiemn Renunciation of it already made by the Nabob of Owde, is the beft and 
mofl valid Charter under which it can be claimed i and while they have Three Brigades and a 
full Treafury to aflert it, there is no Fear that their Right to it will be oppofed by Reafonings 
drawn from implied Symbols of Dominion. 

“ Some Regulations will be immediately neceflary for the Mint, and others may occa- 
fionally become lb. No Alterations Ihould be made in the Weight or Alloy of the Coin to 
be debafed, and the Rajah himfelf hold his Right to the Mint on Condition of his faithful 
Obfervance of thefe Rules. 

“ By the Cuftom of Benares, all Rupees ftruck in the Mint arc called Siccas, and pafs as 
the current Coin of the Country for One Yearj after which they are ch.irged with a Batta, 
varying from 2 to 3 | per Cent, according to their Dates, and pals under the Denomination 
of Sunwants or Gowher Shakecs. It is in thefe Species that the Rents are payable to Go- 
vernment 1 and while they continue of equal and proper Qualities, they may be introduced 
into Circulation in the Province of Bahar without Lofs to the Company, and with an Ad- 
vantage to the ColleXions. 

“ But the greateft Care ought thefefore to be taken that the Rupees be not debafed j for 
if they are, they will occafion a double Lofs on the Company, by the immediate Difeount on 
them in the Treafury, and by a falfc Currency introduced into the Revenue. 

“ Prop. 4. That in Return for thefe Conceffions, and for the Performance of his Duty as a ValTal 
to the Company, the Rajah lhall engage to maintain in conftant Pay, and ready at all Times for im- 
jiiediatc Service, a Body of Twothoufand Horfe, on fuch a fixed Eftablilhment as lhall be pre- 
feribed by the Governor General and Council j and that whenever the Service of this Corps lhall 
be required by the Governor General and Council, it lhall be configned to the Command of fuch 
Officer or Officers as they lhall appoint, and be allowed from the Company an additional Pay or 
Gratuity of Fifteen Rupees per Month for each private Man, and in Proportion for the Officers of 
the faid Corps, during the Time of fuch Service. 

“ Obferv. 4. I rather propofe this for Confideration, than recommend it. Such a Body of wcll- 
difciplined and well-appointed Cavalry will give Credit to the Rajah, and may prove fcrvicc 
able to this Government, though the Occafions will rarely happen in which we lhall want it. 
The additional Pay will make them our own, when we do want them, and will be no 
great Expence. 

•* Prop. 5. That while the Rajah lhall continue faithful to thefe Engagements, and punXual in 
his Payments, and lhall pay due Obedience to the Authority of this Government, no more Demands 
fliall be made upon him by the Honourable Company, of any Kind, nor on any Pretence what- 
Ibcver lhall any Perfon be allowed to interfere with his Authority, or to difturb the Peace of his 
Country. 

“ Obferv. 5. The voluntary Reflraint laid by the Government on its own AXions, will aflbrd the 
Rajah the greateft Confidence, and naturally infpirc him with Sentiments of Fidelity and 
Attachment, both from the Principles of Gratitude and Self- Intereft. Without fomc fuch 
Appearance, he will expeX with every Change of Government additional Demands to be 
tnade upon him, and will of courle dctcend to all the Arts of Intrigue and Concealment prac- 
tifed by other dependant Rajahs, which will keep him indigent and weak, and eventually 
prove hurtful to the Company. By proper Encouragement and ProteXion he may prove a 
profitable Dependant, a uleful Barrier, and even a powerful Ally to the Company •, but he 

will 
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will be nwther, if the Conditions of his Connexion with the Company arc left open to future 
Variations. 

« Ordered, That thefe Minutes be circulated to the^embers of the Board, for their more at- 
tentive Perufal and Deliberatioi^ 

Warren Haftings. 

J. Clavering. 

Geo. Monfon. 

R'*. Barwell. 

P. Francis,” 


To prove that the before-mentioned Plan was agreed to by the Council at Calcutta ; 
Read, Extraftof Secret Confultation, 5th July 1775, from the fame Book, p. 420! 


“ Fort William, the 5th of July tjjc. 

« At a Council; Prefenr, J / //i 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, “Id, . 

Philip Francis, ) Efqu>rcs. 

« Reconfidercd the Governor General’s Minute and Plan propofed for a Settlement with Raja 
Cheit Sing, for the Countries lately ceded by the Nabob, which Minute, &c. are recorded in 
Confultation the nth June. 

“ Read the Firft Article of the propofed Plan. 

“ The Governor General.— When I propofed the Sum of 22,48,449, Rupees, as the Sum to be 
fixed for the Raja’s annual Payments, I meant the Sum which the Raja adually paid to the late 
Vizier, being the Amount of the Agreement made with the Vizier on the Acceflion of this Raja 
to the Zemindary of Benares, and confirmed by the Vizier in my Prefence ; but I have fince 
received from the Vackeel fundry Accounts, by which it appears that the Sum annually paid was 
23*72.656 : 12. 

‘‘ Ordered, That the Accounts be entered after the Confultation. The Vackeel of Raja Cheit 
Sing attending the Board in Confequence of the Dcfirc of the Governor General to him, he is called 
in, and the following Queftions put to him : 


“ Qi In what Manner were the Payments of the Revenue made to the late Nabob, and how 
was the Money remitted to him ? 

“ A. A Kiftbundee was formed at the Commencement of every Year, for the Payment of the 
Revenue by Monthly Kills, or Inft.llments, into the Houfes of Culhmery Mull, and Latta 
Bucharaje, Two principal Shroofs at Benares, who were appointed the Nabob’s Receivers; they 
paid this Money to the Nalwb partly by Tuncaws or Aflignments, and partly by Remittances 
in Specie, through the Nabob s Agents who were deputed to Benares for that Purpole. 

“ Whofc was the Expence of the Shroffage and the Charges of the Receivers ? 

« A. The Nabob’s. ® 


n 1** 1?^ know whether it would be agreeable to the Raja, or will you undertake on his 

Bcnalr to aniwcr for his Confent, to pay into the Company’s Treafury at Calcutta, without 
Deduftion, and punftually, in equal Monthly Payments, the lame annual Sum which has been hither- 
to paid to the late Nabob Vizier, and to the prclcnt Nabob Afoph ull Dowlah ? 

« A. No. The Raja could not agree to it; the Rifle, the Expence, and the Length of the 
Way, are infupcrable Obftaclcs. ^ 

« Q. Do you know if the Raja would confent to pay his Rent at Patna ? 

A. 1 here arc Two Objeftions i the Length of the Way, which would occafion a great Ex- 
pence, and the Rilk. ^ 

Authority do you hold from the Raja, and under what Commiffion do you act ? 

“ A. I have no other Authority than the Letter which I have delivered to you from my Maftcr. 

“ The Vackeel now takes his leave and withdraws. 


** the Firft Article of the Governor Gencf^aPs Plan, and his Obfervations on it, 

“ Mr. Franci^-— I agrw to the Sum, upon the Suppofidon that it is equal to the Whole of what 
was paid by the Raja to the late Nabob, but I think it ought to be paid into the Company’s Trea- 
fury at Calcutta, at the Raja’s Rifk and Expence. 

‘‘ Mr. Barwcll.~I agree to the Queftion, but prefer Calcutta; and if the Raja cannot be per- 

fwaded to make the Payments there, the Company might fubferibe to the Difference of Exchange 
and Remittance. o 5 

“ Colonel Moiifon.— I agree to the Queftion, but think the Raja Ikould be afleed to make his 
Payment at Calcutta, 

» General Clavering is of the fame Opinion. 

« Th: 
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the (jonrnor Gcncfaf.— I agree «^ith the Koard that h mtUd be twere expedient, bof as it 
will be attended with a great Expence, the Raja will no Doubt require an Allowance 1^ rfie ftificr- 
ence. It thay be prftpofed to him. • 

“ Agreed to the Firft Article of the Plan, but that it be propofed to tbs Raja to pay bia Tributs 
at Calcutta inftead of Patna. 

“ Read the Second Article of the Plan. 

‘‘Mr. Francis approves of this Article, referving only our Claim to a reafonable Compenfation 
for the Surrender of the Cutwally and Management of the Mint to him, if the latter fliould be left 
entirely to him. 

“ Mr. Harwell is of Mr. Francis’s Opinion. 

“ Colonel Monfon. — No ConcelTion Ihould be mSde to the Raja | he Ihould remtun exafily in 
the fame State of Dependence and Subordination to the Company as he was in to the Nabob. ^ 

“ General Clavering.— I am of Opinion that the Raja Ihouldf hold his Zemindary of the Com- 
pany, on the fame Footing prccifely that he held itof the late Nabob; and that, if the Adminiftra- 
tion of jufticc be given to him, a fuitablc EquiWlcnt' may btf Obtalhed, equal to the Advantaacs 
that may accrue to him from it. ® 

“ 1 he Governor General obferves that his Opinion Is Included In the Queftion. 

*‘ Agreed to the Second Article of the Flan, but that i Compenfadon be demanded of the Raia 
for the Cutwally. J 

“ Read the Third Article of the Plan. 

“ Mr. Frincis.— 'ITe Grant of Sunnuds for the CutWilly fliOuId be in Confcquence of t 
^cuniary Compenfation to be agreed upon between us and the Raja<— If it be thought fit to leave 
him in PolTeinon of the Mint, it may be neccITary that the Company (Isould appoint a Mint Maficf 
to take Care that the Standartl of the Rupees, to be coined there, Ihall hot be altered, or that fomc 
other fufficicnt Precaution be taken for that Purpofe. He Ihoilid alfo, 1 think, pay fome Comocn- 
ration for fo great a Privilege as that of a Mint. r P 7 c^ompen- 

“ Mr. Harwell, —I think the Rajaf Ihould be made the Olficer of this Government, to exercife the 
Sovereignty in the 1 wo Inllances noticed ih this Article, in preference to any other Perfon t he Ihould 
pay to the Government the Sum at which, the Cutwally and Mint were leafed for this laft Vear or 
upon a Medium for thefe Three laft Years, by the Nabob Vizier. It Ihould be pafticularlv ficl- 
fied in the Article for the Mint, the Standard at which the Coin is to be kept up ; and that, in 
fcquence of any Abufc proved upon the Officers entrufted with the Management, it Ihall be deemed 
aBre,ichof this Article, and render it void. 

‘‘ Colonel Monfon.— Sunnuds may be granted to the Rya for appointing Officers to the Cutwallv 
and Mint, on his paying an annual Compenfation for them. The Raja to be refponfiblc that the 
C om be not debaled i it it Ihould, his Right to the Zemindarry to be forfeited, and to be difpofed 
ol as tlicConi|iany Ihall thi.nk proper. ' 

“ General Clavering.— -I have no Objeftion to giving the Cutwally both of Benares ahd Juanpore 
o the Raja, upon his making ajull Compenfation for all the Advantages which he will receive tram 
It; and I am of the fame Opinion with regard to the Mint, provided it Ihould be thought proper 
to crt.ibliHi It at Benares, but in that Cafe there Ihould be cither an Officer from this GovemnS 

rh .Ijini, and that he Ihould debafe the Com ; but I think it is impofliWe to determine 

the)e Points till wc know the Raja’s Sfcntimchts upon them. 

I he Governor General’s Opinion is comprehended in the Queftion. 

“ Agreed to the Terms of the third Article, on the Raja’s paying an annual Compenfation to 

obliging kimfelf to coin Money ot the prccilc 

StandartLonly, which Ihall be fixed by the Board. 7 «. pictuc 

“ Read the Fourth Article. 

^ Raja to kccp UD an extraordinary Force for our 
Service, confiJcring it irt Effedas an Encrcafe of the Tribute, which is contrary to the Principles 
which have guidd my Judgement from the firft Outfet of this Ncgociation : 1 have no Objea^ion 
X'h he nrrw k an Article of Agreement with him, thaf he Ihall either put the Trixips, 

r ai NuXr in?h ’• T".* ^ ^ ‘‘ilband them, and railc an 

vvll rN ^ , n r Will be the beft Method of making fuch Troops ufefuL or 

iS V?nderJr k" '"'f W Infantry, are Military Points of Which I do nS pretend to 
Counuy. Cavalry in Sic Raja’s 

of Opinion, that the Raja Ihould keep up fuch a Body of Forces but 

an "ofTnl Mr. Francis rePpeftingits beifg an Enhanccmeht of his Tribute, 

ana or any Degree ot Compulfion to induce him to it. 

fame Terms the Coi^any Ihould rcceivb the Raja’s Affiftanccon the 

IW for r * underliand, is an improper 

tiins on the Weft on the North by the Gogra, on the South by the Moun- 

Weft’wsrdfrLi N^rtl, ahd on the Eaft by Bahar. The Extent 

die S; he or Sixty Cofs, which is watered by Four Rivere, 

to > jumpty, the Say, and the Ganges ; intcrfcftcd by many very cOnfiderablc Nulias, 

and 
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«nd odiwife bf Woods, Enclofurcs, and Villages. That Part to the Weft of the 

Trbntb’ fromtheGumpty totlKGa^ is altnoft an entire Jungle, inhabited by Robbers. I hnc 
is DO Ground in the Couotn, or its Environs, North, Weft, and South, for tbme Diftance, free 
fh>in Mountains, Nullas, Tofles, Brulhwdod, or Jungle Enclofures and Villages i 1 therefore 
think infantry a more proper Force for this Country ; but if the Raja ibould be required to keep 
Cavalry, more for the Defence of thefo Provinces than his own, they Ihould be officered and dil- 
ciplined in the European Manner. 

General Ciaverl^r-'I underfiand tbst the Raja docs keep up a large Body of Cavalry, and 
that 500 of thde, which affifted under the Command of the Captain of the Governor’s Gu.trds in the 
Conqueft of the Rohilla Country, were abfolutely ufclefs by their total W ant of Dil'cipline when they 
todc the 'Field, but improved during the Campaign. I would not compel the Raja to keep up 
any TrObps, but 1 would recommend it to him to mainuin the Num^r which the Governor 
General has propofed for his and our Affiftance i and as the Country of Bahar is open, where Caval- 
ry may always aA with great Advantage, and as the Company docs not maintain any, 1 think it 
ihould be recommended to the Raja to appoint fome Ensliffi Officers to dilcipline and command 
hisTrobptt, by the Means of which great Benefit may be derived from them in cafe ot a War with 
the Mahrattas. 

** The Governor General.— The Accounts which have been given to me of the Zemindarry of 
Benares, differ very much from Colonel Monfon’s Defeription of it, and repreient it as open, per- 
fedlly well cultivated, and but little interfe^d with Rivers { the Gogra forms the Boundary of one 
Fart of it, and the other Rivers are very inconfiderable i all thefe lie to the North of the (knges i 
on the South Side, I do not remember one ; It is on this Side that Provifion ihould be m.'idc for its 
Deface, as it is liable to Invafion on the other from no Quarter but the Province of Oiulc. It 
wias .fa^ from my Intention to propofe this or any other Article to be impofed on the Raja by 
Compulfion: I do hot conceive he would objeA to this, but am willing to yield my Opinion of 
the Propriety of fuch an Eftabliihment to the General and Colonel Monfon, who, ftom their Ex- 
perience, muft be the moft competent Judges i I only propofed it as an Article of Speculation. 

‘^ 'Reiblved, That it be recommend^ to Rajah Cheit Sing, to keep up a Body of 2000 Cavalry, 
to be difeiplined after the European Manner, but that there be no Obligation on him to do it. 

“ Read the Fifth Article. 

“ Approved the Propofal in this Article.” 

Notice being taken, that, as the Clerk read, the Fifth Article appeared to be ap- 
proved by the Board without Comment— The Managers for the Commons informed the 
Houfeitwas. 


The Managers for the Commons then dated, that they would next proceed to fhew, 
that the Plan fo approved of by the Board, was communicated to the Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, under the Orders and Authority of Mr. Haftings, contained in certain Inftruc- 
tions to Mr. Fowke; which Inftrudlions they Ihould alfo produce for the further 
Purpofe of /hewing the Senfe which the Council themfelves put upon the Words which 
have given rife to fo much Difpute, viz. “ The Sovereignty of the Company.” 

The Witnefs produced Book XII, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, 10th 
Augu/I to ad Oftober 1775." 

Read, the following Extra 61 s from Bengal Secret Confultations, a4th Auguft 1775, 
beginning at Page 85 of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the a4th Auguft 1775. 
“ At a Council t Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

The Honourable George Monfon. 

Richard Barwcll,! cr • 

Philip Francis, }Efqutres. 


^ [“ The Secretary having prepared the Draft of Inftrudions to Mr. Francis Fowke, and not hav- 

ing fpecified the Amount of the Sum of the Nuzzerana to be paid by the Rajah ; 

“ Agreed, That it be fixt at 10,000 Rupees, as the Board confider this Sum to be about equal to 
the Value of the Khelaac with which it will be neceftary to invert the Rajah. 

" 1 he Inftruftions arc amended and agreed to as follows : 

, “ Inftruftions to Mr. Francis Fowke. 

“ *•, Having thought pre^r to appoint you to proceed to Benares to deliver to Raja Cheyt 
Sing his Sunnuds or Inveftiture from this Government, of the Zemindarry lately ceded by 
the Nabob of Owde to the Company, and to makc.fundry local Enquiries to enable us, 
from your Reports of the fame, to form a final Settlement with the Raja of the Terms on 

P which 
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which he is to hold the Zemindany, we now furniOi you with full loftroAioni tOlKCOd^ifli thde 
Ends. • > , 

2. On your Arrival at Benares you will wait on Raja Cheyt Sing, and prd^t hiio with the Suo> 
nuds which will be entrufted to you for that Purpofe, haviiK firft a^ed to him SovovigntT of 
the Company overall the Territories of his Zcmindarry, and received firotu hint, on account Of the 
Company, and in their Name, a Nuazerrannee, or Acknowledgment of his Vaflj jllggf, whi^ we 
fix nc lo.oco Rupees i you will then require him to publilh this A€t fay Pfochuoation timugh 
his Country, and invcA; him with a Khelaat in bis Palace^ with all the ufual Formalitlef. 

3. You will next inform the Raja that he it not to enter into any Alliance or Engagentent with 
any Foreign Prince, on pain of forfeiting hit Zemindarry. 

“ 4. It will be proper to alfiirc the Rajah, that we do not mean to increafe hisTrihui^ but to 
require from him the exad Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, to be paid at Benares, as 
he paid to the late Vizier Suja ul Dowlab, befides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the 
Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him, the Whole to be difeharged by equal monthly Kids t 
and if we (hould find it expedient hereafter to receive the Amount at the Prefidehey, a fuit- 
ablc Deduction or Commiffion ihall be allowed to him for the Expence and Rillt of trsrofpoiting 
or remitting it. 

“ 5. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company, we are determinedf to leave him 
the free and uncontroulcd Management of the internal Government of Wr Country, and ihC Col- 
Icdion and Regulation of the Revenues, fo long as he adheres to the Terms of his Engagdmcnts, 
and will never demand any Augmentation of the Annual Tribute which may he fixed.] 

« 6. As wc deem it very cflcntial that the Rma, for the Proteaion of his Zemindary, flwuW maih- 
tain a Body of regular Troops, we would ftrongly recommend (0 him the keeping in conftant 
Pay, and ready at all Times for Service, Two thoufand Horfc, difeiplined and clothed after the 
European Manner j we cannot authorize you to infift upon thia Article*, however, as it appears fo 
obvious for his own Intereft, we doubt not but he will readily agree to it; and it muft be left to 
his Option to keep up or reduce his prefent military Eftablifhment : In Confcquencc, and ta an 
Inducement, we will agree, that whenever we may find Occafipn to call for the Afliftaticc of 
this Corps, or any Part of it, wc will pay a Gratuity of 15 Rupees per Month for each ^vatc 
Man, and in proportion for the Officers, during the Time that they may be in our Employ. 

« 7. 1 he Raja of Benares being very defirous that the Mint fhooW be continued in that City, 
and that tlie Management of it Ihould be intrufted to him, and having offered to pay the Com- 
pany a fixed annual Compenfation for that Privilege, we have thought fit to decline entering into 
any Agreement with him on the Subjedt of bis Prc^l, until we Ihould receive fome certain In. 
formation of the prefent State and Management of the Mint, and of the probable Value rf the 
Privilege propolcd to be granted to the Raja. 

“ 8. Wc therefore direft you to make a ttria Enquiry into the following Points, and report to 
us the mod: exaft Information you may be able to obtain thereon. 

“ id. What Sum the prefent Farmer of the Mint paid dire&ly to the late or prefoot Nabob 
of Oude, or in Prefents to his Minifters, for that Farm. 

“ adly. What is the cxaifl: Standard and Weight of the Rupees coined in that Mint 
in the Courfc of the laft Twelve Months. 

“ 3dly. What was the exaft Standard and Weight of the beft Rupees that have been coined 
there at any l ime fince the Year 1 765 inclufive. 

“ 4^hly. What Quantity of Bullion has been coined fince the Year 1 765 iocluflvc^ Ibccifying 
the Number of Rupees coined in each Year. 

“ 9. In the mean Time you may obferve to the Rajah, that it is to be made a neceffary Condition, 
on our giving up the Mint to him, that the Weight and Standard of the Coins, which fhall be 
ftruck in it, w fixt by us ; and that on Proof of any Deviation from them, or of his coining any 
other Specie in the Mint, the Grant of it fhall immediately become void. 

“ to. We alfo direft you to enquire, and report to us, what Sums were paid to the late or prefent 
Nalrab by the fcveral Cutwals in the Zemindarry of Raja Cheyt Sing, for the Privilege of holding 
thofc Courts, in order that we may know what Compenfotion the Company may reafonably expea 
for making over the Cutwally to the Rajah. 

“ 1 1. It may be of Service alfo, that wc (hould be thoroughly informed of the Nature of the 
Weights and Mcafurcs in general Ufe in the Diftricis of Gaiizipore and Benares*, we therefore dc- 
firc you will make yourfeU acquainted with thefc ai early aa you may have an Opportunity, and 
report a State of them to us. 

“ 12. We further think it necelT^ todireA, that you make fuch Enquiry aa you may he able into 
the State of the Trade of this Zeniiodarry for fomc Years paft| bur paiticuUrly into its commercial 
Intercourfc with the Company’s Provinces, the Reftriftions it lies undtr, whether it has been in 
the Increafe or Dccreafo of late, and the Condition of it at this Time ; You will endeavour to ob- 
tain a comparative Account of the Exports made to thofc Parts by the different European Nations 
fettled in Bengal, and report the Whole for our Information, with fuch Propofab as you may think 
fit to offer for its Relief or Improvement. 

“ 13. As it will be impoffible for you to obtain a compe^t Knowledge of this Branch imme-. 
diately, you may refer it for a future Report; firft tranfmitcing us the Information required rc- 
fpeding the Mint of Cutwally, in which we beg that no Time may be loft ; as wc muft wait the 
5 Receipt 
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Receipt of it before ew cm fix tte Annuel Tribute to be paid by the Raja for the Ceflion of thofc 
Articies* of Courfe oor En|afe<nenti wkh him will remain fufpended till that Tiroc. 

«* 14. But the other Articles ft<m which the Nabob of Owdc ufcd to draw a Revenue, as will 
appear from the endofnl Lift, which is as accurate as our Information would enable us to form 
it, we empower you to make a Grant of to the Raia, upon foch Terms at you may deem equi- 
table } and you will fetde for thefe with him accordingly. ^ 

“ 15. We have ordered the Commandiim ^cer at Chunar to ftop all the Europeans who may be 
found within the Limits trf his Commandi; if Hict are nOt fumilhed with proper PalTports j and 
we enjoin you to give him Notice of any fuCh, of whom Vou may receive ^formation ; and vou 


will endeavour to engage the R^'ah to ufe evere Means in his Power for preventing Europeans, 
but particularly Foreigners, from travelling through his Diftrias, without fuch PaflTports from’ 
this Govenunent, ..nr o 


** PolHcript 

« We have acquainted the Rajah, that it is ncceflary he Ihould take an Oath of Fealty or AI- 
l^iaace to the Company, upon his being invcfted with the Grant of the Zcmindarry 5 you will 
therefore require him to ihalce the fame on that OccaGon.” 

« Ordered, That the ncccflarv Sunnuds for granting the Zcmindarry of Benares and Gauziporc to s-mnudito b« 
R^aCbcyt Sing be immediately prepared and delivered to Mr. Fowke, with the forcEoinc In- 
ftruaions." ^ ^ «*'»“ cheyt 

Olllg. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would next produce a Letter from 
the Board to the Rajah Cheyt Singj which accompani^ Mr. Fowke’s Inftruftions. 

Same Book, Page 90. 

“ Foft William, the'Z4th Auguft 1775, 

** Same Confolcation, 

« Refolved, That the following Letter be written by the Governor General to Raja Cheyt Sing, 
to be delivered to Mr. Fowke with his Credentials. 

“ To Raja Cheyt Sing. 

« By the Treaty concluded with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah on the aift of May laft, of which 
you «re already apprized, the Diftrifts which you held as a Zcmindarry from him, and from his 
late Father, the Vizier Suja ul Dowlah, have been ceded to the Englifli Company. 

thought proper to depute Mr. Francis Fowke, on their Behalf, to 
take PoGTcl^n of theSs Territories} but being willing to continue the Grant of the Zcmindarry to 
vou in as full and ample a Manner as you poflefled it from the former Sovereigns, and upon 
the fame Terms, thm is to fay, on your paying to the Order of the faid Company at Benares the 
annual Trfouie of Rupf®* by regular monthly Kifts, or Payments of Rupees 

1,97,721 : 6 in each Month, I have deUvered to the Charge of Mr. F. Fowke aSunnud in the 
Name of the Company, with a Kclaat, with which he is empowered to inveft you in due Form, 
refcryiM however to the Company, the Sovereignty of the Country to the full Extent that it was 
or might have been ^ by the late or prefent Soubah of Oude. Upon Occafion of this Invcfti- 
ture, after paymgaNuazcrrannafor the Company, which I have fixed at to, 000 Rupees, it is 
necelTary that you take an Oath of Fealty or Allegiance to the Company, by which you arc to 
underftan^ Alliance with a foreign Prince, or adling in any Manner con- 

wfr'X «n !k! j n ^ to the Company, your Zcmindarry, 

wth all the Rightt and Privileges granted to you by the Company. wifl become forfeited } and it will 
be. oropw that a public Pixxkmation IhouW be made of thefe Tranfaaiom, that the Natives as 

J ilhff informed of the Grant made to you, wkh the Refervation of the 

Rights of Sovereignty to the Company. 

for**tliSt.“«fIiIl. ^ Ptoper annual Compenfatfon to be made by you 

durinn vour rs?/ ' Cutwally, m trai^t you Sunnuds for them, to continue in Force 

^ing your Lifc} but I muft watt for Informauoh from Mr. Fowke to enable me to fettle thefe 

that which foe Na^b of Oude drew a Revenue will alfo be granted you, 

vourCn^LK?'^* *" Authority in the Regulation and Government of 

Terms unnn to neat wkh you, to fettle foe molt equitable 

xerms upon winch you may obtam ihefe Articlei. 

Warren Uaftings. 

J. Clavering. 

* Geo. Monfoit, 

R. Barwell. 

P. Francis.” 

Fodneed Book 6, intituled, « Fengal Letters, received 16th 
May 1775 ^0 20th Januaiy 1776.’! 
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Read, following Extraft of a Letter, intituled, “ Addrefs from the Governor Ge- 
neral, N“ 20. dated Fort William, 21ft July 1775.” (Received per Northumberland, 
4th April 1776.) * 

Signed, Warren Haftings. 

“ With refpcfl: to the Country of Benares, &c. I think it fliould be left entirely to the Manage- 
ment of Itajah Cheyt Sing, and that we ftiould no oiherwifc interfere with him than to receive the 
filabliihed Tribute. 'I his I deem to be the bed Policy, at the fame time that it is moft con- 
formable to your abovementioned Orders, and to the Engagements already fubfifting with him.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons dated. That as there had been fome Difoute 
whether the inftruments granted to the Rajah Cheyt Sing were in the Nature or the 
common Zemindarry Simnuds, or in the Nature of a Treaty, they would next pro- 
duce the Defendant's own Opinion upon that Subjeft. 

Read, from Hook XII. (before delivered in) the following Extraft of Secret Conful- 
tiition on 4tli September 1775, beginning at Page 123. 

“ Fort William, the 4th September 1775. 

“ At a Confultation •, Prefent, 

Warren Haftings. 

J, Clavering. 

Geo, Monfon. 

R. Harwell. 

P. Francis. 

“ The Secretary informs the Board that the Sunnuds for Raja Cheyt Sing being prepared, he 
circul.itcd the following Propofal of the Governor General for their Opinion. 

SKici.iiy. “ riic Governor (iencral dircAs me to requeft the Opinion of the Board, Whether the Patta, 
Sunniid, and Coulnama, for the Zemindarry granted to Raja Cheyt Sing, (hould be figned By 
him only, or by the Board, remarking at the fame time that it has been cuftomary for Dewanny 
Sunnuiis to receive only the Signature of the Governor j but he thinks, that as the Nature of the 
prefent (Jrant is dilferent, and may be confidered more in the Light of a Treaty, they Ihould be 
ilgned by the Board. 

“ Saturday Morning. Signed, J. P. A. Secretary. 

“ 1 think it Ihould be figned by the Board, for the Reafons which the Governor General has given. 

Signed, J. C. 

Agreed, G. M. and P. F. 

“ Agreed that the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama, be now figned, and tranfmitted to Mr. 
Francis Fowke.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that they had now gone through 
that l^trt of the Charge which relates to the Rights of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, and alfo 
the fcveral fubfequent Ads of Confirmation and of Extenfion of thofe Rights by the 
Company. 

Being alked, if there was any Copy of the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama, men- 
tioned in the Ex trad juft read ; 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, that they thought it proper to 
obferve that the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama there mentioned appear no where, as 
tliey could find, upon the Confultations : That there was a Sunnud, Potta, and Coul- 
nama, which were to be found in a Book which they Ihould have Occafion in the 
Courfe of the Proceedings to give in Evidence, and which have been fuppofed to be 
the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing: but they Ihould 
jnovc it impoflible for them to be the fame ; and that in Truth the real Sunnud, Potta, 
and Coulnama granted to the Rajah Cheyt Sing did not appear. 

Being alked if the Proof then of the Fad did not appear f 

The Managers for the Commons anfweied, That they lliould prove negatively that 
tlie Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama, in the Book alluded to, were not the Sunnud, 
Potta, and Coulnama granted to the Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

They then ftated, that it having been argued that the Appoirttment of a Refident at 
Benares had changed the Nature of the Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Tenure, they Ihould next 
proceed to fiiew who appointed the Refident. 

I'he Witncls produced Book 39, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, from 23 
September to 30 December, 1776.” 


Read, 



Read, Extraft of Secret Confultation on ad December, 1776, beriming at Page 
640 of the faid Bode. 

“ Fori William, the ad December, 1776. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Hon. Warren Haftings Efq. Governor General, Prefidcnt ; 

General Clavering, 

Richard Barwell, and*^ pc 
P hilip Francis, > 


J 


Stfcrf t Dcp. 
Monday. 


“ Governor General. — That I may not furniflt Occafion to the Board for the unneceflary Waftc 
of Time in the further Motions which I have to lay before the Board, 1 now deliver them in 
Writing to the Secretary •, and 1 hope that the Board will confent to bring their Opinions written 
thereon at our next Meeting. The Motions are as follow : 

[“ The Governor General alfo • movesj That Mr; Francis Fowke be recalled from Benares, and 
his CommilTion annulled, the exprefs Purpofes thereof having been accomplifhed. 

“ Mr. Francis. — I need not bring my Opinion in Writing upon either of thefe Motions. To the 
Firfl I make no Objedion t but as to the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke, 1 know no Motive for 
it i on the contrary, I am iktisfied that his Prefence at Benares has been of fignal Ufe in preventing 
the Delays of the Remittance of the Tribute, and to my Knowledse he has done nothing to incur 
the Difpleafore of the Board. I cannot therefore aflent to his Recall. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — The exprels Purpofes to which Mr. Fowke was firit appointed, were the Invefti- 
ture of the Raja, and the fettling a Mode for the Remittance of his Tribute. His CommilTion 
ceaied the Inftanl the Objeft of u was accomplilhed, and Mr. Fowke ought then to have been re. 
manded to Calcutta. He holds no Appointment, and therefore it cannot properly be lliled a Re* 
moval. I alTcnt therefore to Mr. Fowke’s being called to the Prefidcncy. 

“ General Clavering. — In regard to the Recall of Mr. Fowke, and the annulling of his Oflke, 

I cannot help confidering it as a vindidive MeafurC, couched under the Appearance of Public 
Service, and therefore diHent to the Motion. 

“ Governor General. — I agree to both Motions. 

'* Relblved, That both the Motions propofed by the Governor General be carried in the 
Affirmativc.”j ^ 


Notice being taken that the Motion was relblved in the Affirmative, though the 
Voices were equal; the Managers for the Commons were alked, Whether O)tonel 
Monfon was dead at that Time f 

They informed the Houfe he was. 

Then the following Letter, written by the Board to Mr. Fowke, was read by the 
Clerk, from the fame Book, p. 647. 

“ To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

Sir, 

” The Obje^ propofed by your Appointment to proceed to Benares being now accomplilhed, 
we have thought it neceflary to annul the Commiffion which was given you for that Purpofr. We 
therctorc direA; that you return to this Prefidency immediately on Receipt hereof. 

“ Wc arc, &c. 

Signed, Warren Hadingt. Rkh. Barwdh 

J. Clavering. P. Francis.” 

Read, the following Extraft from the lame Book, p; 74J : 

Secret Dcp. 
Mon Jay* 


Governor 
Onicrdl 
move 9 that 
Mr Thoraai 
Graham 
be appointed 
Rcfident at 
Bcuarca. 


* N. B. The FirA Motion has no Relation to this SubjeS. 


“ Fort William, the 23d December, 1776. 

“ At' a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prefidcnt ; 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Richard BafwdhT 
Philip Francis, / 

“ The Governor General moves, That a Civil Servant of tbt Company be appointed to fefide 
at Benares on the Part of this Government, for the Purpofc of tranfacting any occafional Bufincfs 
which may arife between this Government and the Rajah of Benares; and that Mr. Thomas Gra- 
ham may be nominated to this Office, and Mr. Daniel Barwell to be his Affillant. 

“ Mr. Francis. — If a Civil Servant was neceflary for the Purpofe deferibed in the Motion, I 
conceiVe that Mr. Francis Fowke was perfcilly well qualified for that Office. I have no Objeflion, 
however, to either of the Gentlemen recommended by the Governor General. 

“ Mr. Barwell— Agrees to the Motioin. 

“ General Clavertng.— I objeA to it, and leave the Refponfibility of the Mcafurc with the Go- 
vernor General, who mud anfwer for it 


" Refolved, 



( ) 


Mr. Thomai 
Graham ap- 
pointed KfG- 
dent at Be- 
nares, and 
Mr. Daniel 
Harwell hii 
AOiftaiit. 


“ Ucfolvcil, That a Civil Servant of tint Company be appointed to refide at Benares, on the 
Part of this Government, for the Purpofc of tranfadling any occafional Bufincls which may arilc 
between this Government and the Rajah of Benares. 

“ Agreed, That Mr. Thomas Graham be nominated to this Office, and that Mr. Daniel Barwcll 
be appointed his Affiilant.” 

To (hew what the Opinion of the Court of Directors was upon this Proceeding, 
the Witnefs was directed to produce a Letter from the Court of Dirc6tors of the 
30th of January 1778. 

The Witnefs produced Book 41, intituled, “ Bengal Difpatches, 30th lanuarvr to 
28th December 1778.” * ^ J J 

Read, Paragraphs 6j, 66, and 67, of a Draught of a General Letter from the Court 
of Direftors to Bengal, No. 4, dated “ London, 30th January 177b.” 


“ Our Governor General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal. 

PrrGrofvtnor, ^ 5 - “ I" yo^r Secret Letter of the 19th of December 1776, you inform us, that the Pur- 

Oftrrity, pofes for wliich Mr. Francis Fowke was appointed to proceed to Benaris being fully accomplidicd, 
MoiiinStMrt. annulled his Commiffion, and ordered him to the Prefidency. But it appears by your 

■ Letter of the 6th of January 1777, that in Icfs than Twenty Days you thought proper to appoint 
Mr. Thomas Graham to refide at Benaris, and Mr. Daniel Odlavus Barwell to be his Alfiftant. 

66. “ If it were pofliblc to fuppofc that a Saving to the Company had been your Motive for 
annulling Mr. Fowke’s Commiffion, wc fliould approve your Proceedings ; but when we find Two 
Perfbns appointed immediately afterwards, with Two Salaries, to execute an Office which had been 
filled with Reputation by Mr. Fowke alone, and that Mr. Graham enjoys all the Emoluments an- 
nexed to the Office of Mr. Fowke, wc muft be of Opinion, that Mr. Fowke was removed without 
juft Caufc, to make Room for Mr, Graham and that the Addition of Mr. Barwell’s Salary is 
a clear Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company. 

67. “ As it was not pretended that Mr. Fowke’s Conduft had been exceptionable as he had 

executed with the greateft Punauality and Exaftnefs the like Office to which you have now ap- 
pointed Mr. Graham ; and as the Diflcnt of Mr. Francis, and the Proteft of General Clavering, 
on the Occafion, had no EfFcft } we think it proper to interfere, and therefore dircdl, that Mr! 
Francis Fowke be immediately reinftated in his Office of Refident and Poftmaficr at'Benaris We 
however think proper to declare, that though wc mean by this Order to do an Aft of Public 
Jufticc, wc by no Means intend it as a Mark of Difapprobaiion of the Conduft of Mr. Graham 
whom wc believe to be a very deferving Servant of the Company. ’ 


“ London, 

the 30th January, 1778. 


[Signed at the 
Geo. Gumming, 

Tho. Cheap, 

Samuel Peach, 

John Smith, 

Robert Gregory, 

John Robcrt.s, 
Nathaniel Smith, 

H. Fletcher, 


End of the Draught] 
Geo. Wombwell, 
Wm. Devaynes, 
Frederick Pigou, 
J. Furling, 

John Hari ifon, 
Ben. Booth, 

Geo. Tatem, 
Charles Boddam.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons propofed to read a Letter from the Com t of 
Direaors of the 27th of May 1779, to the Governor General and Council at Fort 
William, m Bengal, in confequence of the Orders in the laft-mentioned. Letter beinv 
difobeyed. 

The fame was objeaed to by the Counfel for the Defendant, as not being applicable 
to any Allegation in this Article. 

for the Commons being he.ard in Anfwcr to this Objeaion, tlie 
Counlel for the Defendant m Support of it, and the Managers for the Commons in 
Reply i 

The Houfc adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Jms, 28 * Februarij 1788 . 


T he Houfc being refumed, the ufual Proclamations made, and the Defendant at 
the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid. Gentlemen, Managers for the Houfc of 
Commons, and you Gentlemen who arc of Counfcl for the Defendant, I am com- 
manded by the Lords to inform you, that the Managers for the Commons are 
permitted to proceed, and to read the Letter dated 27th May 1779, from the Court 
of Diredlors to the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

Gentlemen, Managers for the Houfe of Commons, you may proceed with your 
Evidence. 

Whereupon they called Mr. ROBERT HUDSON, who produced Book 44, in- 
tituled, “ Bengal Difpatches 1779/' 

Read, Paragraph 40th of a Letter from the Court of Direffors to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal, dated 27th May 1779 j as follows : 

40. “ We have read with Aftonifhmcnt your formal Refolution to fofpcnd the Execution of 
our Orders relative to Mr. Francis Fowke j your Proceedings at large arenow before us ; we 
fliall take fucTi Mcafures as appear neceffary for preferving the Authority of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and for preventing fuch Inftances of direft and wilful Difobedience in Time to come. At 
prefent we repeat the Commands in the 67th Paragraph of our Letter of the 30th of January 
iyyS, and direA that they be carried into immediate Execution. 


“ London, 
a 7th May 1779. 


George Cuming, 
Henry Savage, 
Samuel Peach, 
Charlei Boddam, 
Francis Baring, 
J. Stables, 
George Tatem, 


jofeph Sparkes." 


Signedj 

W, Devaynes, 
L. Sulivan, 
John Harrifon, 
J. Purling, 

H. Fletcher, 
John Michic, 
J. Manfliip, 


To fhew what the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in Bengal, 
were, in confequence of the Receipt of the abovementioned Letter, the Witnefs 
produced Book 53, intituled, “ Bengal Council, 17th Jan. to 9th March 1780.’’ 

Read, the following Extrafl from the Bengal Public Confultation of the 17th Feb- 
ruary 1780, beginning at P. 275 of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, 17th February 1780, 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hadings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Philip Francis, 7 . 

Edward Whcler, \ 

Mr. Harwell indifpofed. 

“ The Proceedings of the 14th indant read and approved. 

« Read the 40th Paragraph of tlie General Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors 
dated 27th May 1779. ’ 

“ Agreed, that Mr. Francis Fowke be appointed Refident at Benares, in Conformity to the 
Intention of the Court of Direifors, and that Mr. Thomas Graham be dire^ed to deliver over 
the Charge of that Office to him on his Arrival there.*’ 


Puh Dt p, 
Mttrkbv. 


Then the Managers for the Commons Rated, that in Point of Order and Regula- 
rity they ought next to |Jroceed and Ihcw that the above-mentioned Appointment or Mr. 
P'owke was annulled by Mr. Haftings* and the Reafon of its being fo annulled ; but,* 
as that did not happen till the Year 1781, a very fliort Time previous to Mr. Haft- 
ings’s going up the Country to Benares, it Would be better to produce that Evidence 
m the Cham of Time when it would more regularly and properly come inj that they 
Ihould now therefore proceed to fhew what was Rated in the Charge, as the firR 

Breach 
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Breach of the Engagements entered in^o with the Rajah Cheyt Sing, namely, the firft 
Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees, made upon him in the Year 1778 * : That they 
fliould prove the Demand, the Compliance of the Rajah Cheyt Sing with that 
Demand, and the Debates of the Council in Confequence of it. 

Then the Witnefs was diredifed to produce Book 13, intituled, “ Bengal Secret 
Council, I June to 10 Augull, 1778.'’ 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houle, that on the Day of the Con- 
fultation they were now about to refer to, viz. the Bengal Secret Confultation of the 9th 
July 1778, Mr. Haftings laid before the Board a Variety of Propofitions ; but as they 
did not feem connefted with each other, they ftiould only read that Part which 
related to the Rajah Cheyt Sing, namely, the Second Propofition, with the Obfer- 
vations and Refolution of the Council thereupon. 

Accordingly the Second Propofition, and the Opinions of the Board thereupon, 
were read by the Clerk j which done, the Counfcl for the Defendant defired that tlw 
Firft Propolition might be read. 

They were infoiined by the Houfe, tliat by the Rule which had been laid down, 
they might call for any Part to be read which they thought material, elTential, or 
giving a Colour j that that was the Rule, and the Houfe had great Confidence that 
nothing improper would be called for j but it was impoflible for the Houfe to fay 
what was or was not relevant in this Stage of the Bufmefs. 

The Firft Propofition was read j after which the Counfcl for the Defendant being 
alkcd, if there was any other Part of this Confultation that they defired to have read, 
made Anfwer, “ if they might exprefs a Wilh it was, that the Whole of the Gover- 
nor General’s Minute might be read.” 

Read, the following Extra's of Bengal Secret Confultation, 9th July 1778, begin- 
ning Page 1, of Book 13. 

Fort William, the 9tli July 1778. 

« At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcficlent, 

Richard Barwell, 

Philip Francis, 

Edward Whelcr, 

“ Read the Proceedings of the 7th inftant. 

“ The Governor General having fent the following Note to the Secretary on the Evening of the 
7th Inftant, it was immediately fent round to the other Members of the Board, and the Meeting of 
the Council poftponed accordingly till this Morning : 

“ Sir, 

“ Fearing that the Shortnefs of Time will not admit of my being prepared for the propofed 
ThcCov Ofii. Meeting of the Council To-morrow, I defirc that you will inform the Gentlemen of the Board, 
to the Scerc- that it It my Wilh to poftpone it, with their Permiflion, to Thurfday. 

“ I am, kCi 

“ J. P. Auriol Efq.” “ (Signed) Warren Haftings.’* 



Governor Oe* 
iu*r.ir« Mi- 
nute. 


“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minvwe : 

“ 1 ftate the War with France as a Faft of undoubted Certainty. It is the Part of this Govern- 
ment to confider in what Manner it is likely to aficA theBritiih PoflelTions in India, and to provide 
accordingly for their Security. This muft comprife and limit all our Operations. In the View of 
the opening Scene, the relative Conditions of the Parties engaged in it will merit our firft Atten- 
tion, and cannot fail to engage it by the ftriking Contrail which appears between them ■, and I 
mention it becaufe I think it an elTcntial Point in the Confideration of our firft, and perhaps our 
future Meafures. 

“ Great as the Power is which the Britilh Nation has acquired in India, compared with that of 
its Rival, its general Line of AAion is and muft be purely defenfive. It can gain, the French hfe 
nothing. Even the Capture of Pondicherry, and of the other Poffeffkms of the French, will yield 
no politive Advantage to the Englifti, although it will deprive the French of their inftruments of 
Attack, and thereby afteA our own Safety. 

** From this Point, therefore, all our Conclufions muft originate, ahd all our Meafures be lb 
laid 3$ to obviate or to oppofe the probable Defigns of our Enen'es. Their firft Attempts will be 
againft Bombay or Fort Sc. George. Bengal will be their laft, at leaft their diftant Ob^. 

“ The Prefidency of Fort St. George poflcfics in itfclf the complete Means of Defence. We 
can add nothing to them, but in the EfteAs of our political Arrangements. We have always 
yielded it a large Supply of Treafure. It requires no other prefent Aid. 


3 


* Vide printed Articles, Bottom of Page 4, and Top of Page 5. 


^ Bombay 
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Bombay requires every Thing. Weak in itfclR and entangled rather than ftrcngthened by its 
diflipatcd PoflelCons on the Continent, it can only defend itfclf againft a direA Invaflon ; and to 
that it is perhaps equal, if it has to contend with the french alone ; but this is unlikely. The 
lift Advices from Poona contain fuch Evidence as the Event itfclf muft foon refute or realize, of 
an Engagement afluilly made by the French Miniftcr there to bring a large Military Force to 
Poona, profclTedly defigned to aft with that Government againft Ragoba, who at that Time re- 
fided at Bombay, under the Englilh Proteftion. 

“ In Effcft, this is the obvious Policy which the French ought to adopt, if they ftek to regain 
their Influence in India, and it is no longer to be doubted that they have adopted it. They have 
befides an ancieig Claim to the Alliance of NiZam Ally, which is infored by their accidental Union 
in a common Caufe, the Defence of the ruling Adminiftration at Poona, of which his Letters to 
Mr. Rumbold and the Nabob of Arcot afford an undoubted Proof. 

“ It is then certain that the French mean to eftablilh a 6rm Intcreft at Poona. It is probable that 
they will effcft it. The Confequcnces may be the Attack of Bombay, or, without it, the Re-union 
of the vaft Powers of the Maratta State under its prefent Government, ftrcngthened by l‘o formi- 
dable an Alliance j and a predatory War brought by their united Force into the Dominions of our 
Ally the Nabob of Owd, or even into the Heart of our own. 

“ To guard againft fuch Confequenccs ought, in my Opinion, to be our firft Objeft, both for the 
immediate Defence of Bombay, and the further Security of Bengal. We cannot lend Succours 
direftly to Bombay. If Bombay (hould be attacked by the French unfupported by a Maratta Al- 
liance, I have already faid that 1 hope its prefent Force is equal to its Defence : But if it Ihould be 
attacked, or in certain Danger of being attacked, by the French and Marattas in Alliance, an of- 
fenfive War muft be undertaken in Defence of Bombay. 

“ The Detachment under Colonel Lcflie may be employed in this Service. It can be fpared with- 
out Danger to Bengal, which is fecure from a prefent Invaflon, and can foon be replaced. But it con- 
fifts of a Force too inconflderable to engage fingly in fuch a Conteft. Unlcfs it can be aflifted by 
an Ally equal in Power, or fo nearly equal to that of the Pcftiwa, as to give our united Strength a 
Degree of Superiority over the Combination to which it would be oppofed, the Undertaking would 
be too hazardous. Moda)ce Boofla, the Chief of Bcrar, anfwers to this Defeription. His Family 
has always borne a conflderable Rank among the Powers of India. His Father, Ragojee, fubjefted 
the Provinces of Bengal to theChout, under the Government of the moft able Chief that ever ruled 
them. His elder Brother, jannoagee, attacked and burnt the City of Poona at a I'ime when the 
Power of the Pelhwas far exceeded its prefent State, and the Maratta Conftitution refpefting Bcrar 
was undivided. His Dominions extend from the Sea Coaft of Orifla, and from the Weftern Borders 
of Bengal, to the Neighbourhood of Aurengabad. His Revenues, though not proportionate to their 
Magnitude, is • conflderable, and his ftanding Forces arc numerous, exclufivc of the Militia, which, • Sic in orig. 
in all the Maratta States, is always ready to join the regular Armies when they take the Field. 

While the Conteft prevailed between Ragonaut Row and the Miniftcrial Party, Moodajec fided 
with the former, his Brother with the latter. This Conduft drew on him the Refcntmrnt of the 
Minifters, who, as foon as they were freed, by the Interpofltion of this Government, from the 
Dread of their great Competitor, encouraged and fupportcu the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, in an 
Invaflon of his Country, which at that Time had not yet recovered from the Diftraftions occafioned 
by the Contention between the Two Brothers. On this Occafion he was glad to purchafe a Peace 
of Nizam Ally Cawn, with the Lofs of fome Forts of Confcquence, the Remembrance of which he 
ftill retains, with a Determination to avail himfelf of the Firft Opportunity to reclaim them. 

“ As the Provinces which arc now united under the Government of Berar arc a conftitutional Parc 
of the Maratta Empire, a natural Enmity muft cverfubfift between them who poflefs the Sovereign 
Authority, and the Rulers of Berar •, the former looking to the Recovery of their unalienable Rights, 
the latter jealous of their Independency. Thus Moodajec may be confidcred as the certain Enemy 
of the Pclhwa, into whatever Hands the fluftuating State of the Parties at Poona may throw his 
Adminiftration. But a late Event has given Modajec Pretenflons to a Rank even more elevated than 
that of the Pclhwa. I need not inform the Board, that the Power which the Pclhwa poirdTcil lor 
about Forty Years paft,- is an Ufurpation on the Sovereign Authority vefted by the Conftitution in 
the Raja. Raja Saboo, the laft who retained it, having no Children, adopted Moodajec Boofla, 
and, as I am informed, defigned him for his Succeflbr. But Ballajec, the Pclhwa or Prime Miniftcr, 
had tlic Art to deprive Moodajec of the Benefit of this Intention, and to transfer the Inherit.mce to 
Ram R.ija, who was alfo an adopted Son of Rajo Siboo, and an Infant at his Death. Ragoojee, tlic 
lather of Modajee, inftantly marched to Poona with a formidable Army, and by a Negotiation of 
a Day, obtained, for the Surrender of his Son’s aftual Pretenflons, a large Accdllon of Territory 
and other Advantages, ftill referving a future Claim to the Rajalhip, and refufing to commit him- 
fclf by any formal Deed man Acknowledgement of the Title of Ram Raja. From that Time tlic 
Grandeur of his Family may be dated. Ragojee continued to authenticate all kit public Adis by 
the Name of SIboo Raja ; and oh the Seals which have been affixed to all the Letters which I have 
received from Shabajee Boofla, and even fince his Death from his Brother Moodajee, they arc 
ftiled the Vaflals of ^ahoo Raja. I know not with Certainty what arc Moodajcc’s prefent Views. 

Ram Raja died in December laft, and the Succeffion is either ftill vacant or but lately filled. Mood.i- 
jee’s Rights arc ftill in force, and unqueftbnably fuperior to any other. 

“ I muft fufpend the Thread of this Narrative to relate a I’ranfadliort which brings it nearer to 
the Concerns of this Government. An Alliance with the Boofla Family has been long its Objedf, 

R and 
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and confidcrable Atlvanccs were made to the Attainment of k in the Adminiftration of Lord Clive. 

In the latter Enii of the Year 177,3, Shabajee»Boona fent a Vakeel to me with Letters containing 
ceneral Profcinons of Attachment,' but exprefled with fuch Warmth as induced me to aim at a formal 
Conncaion with him. finding the Vakeel an intelligent Man, I fent him back with a Plan for 
that Porpofe. Unfortunately Shabajee fell by the Hands of bis Brother. But Moodajee himfclf 
foon after adopting his Brother’s Line, again deputed the fame Vakeel to Calcutta j but many 
Caufes, which it is unnccellary to enumerate, prevented me from improving the Difpofition of this 
Chief. A conftant Intercourfe of Letters, and in fome Degree confidential, has been kept up 
between us. On a falfe Rumour of the Death of Ram Raja, forefeeing the Ufe which might be 
made of this new Diverfion in the Maratta Policy, I employed the Agency of the Vakeel to excite 
the Ambition of Moodajee to afpire to the Sovereign Authority, which fuch an *Evcnt, then pro- 
bablc at IcaR from the infirm Rate of the Raja, and the Diftraftions at Poona, feemed to prefent to 
him i and I intimated the lame Advice in a Letter which I wrote at the fame Time to Dewargur 
Pundit, the Minillcr of Moodajee Boofla, and the Man whofe Counfels have long guided the 
Atfairs of that Government. While thefe Letters were on their Way, the Raja died : No Anfwers 
were given, for the Purport required none, but every Letter fince received from Moodajee and 
his Dewan has repeatedly and urgently preffed the Difmiffion of the Vacqueel, for the Purpofc, as 
cxprcITcd, of communicating with him onAflfairsof the grcatcll Importance. The Vackecl is at 
tins Time with Colonel Ldlie. 

» from thclc Fails it will appear, that Moodajee Boofla is by intcreft and Inclination likely to join 
in an Alliance with this Government, and that Two Advantages may be offered to him as the In- 
ducements to it. The firft is the Support of his Pretenfions to the Sovereign Power j the Second, 
the Recovery of the Captures made on his Dominions by Nizam Ally. On our Parts we lhall 
polfcls a powerful B.irricr on our Frontier } an Alliance which may counterbalance, pd if properly 
managed, may totally overthrow the prefent Power of the Maratta State, and give us a lafting 
Afccndant in its Operations, and for ever diflTipatc all the Defigns which the French have at this 
'J imefo wifely, and hitherto fucccfsfully, concerted for their Aggrandizement and our Dell ruftion. 

A more fortunate Concurrence of Events could fcarccly have been conceived, than thofc which 
appear of themfclves to draw the Two States of Bcrar and Bengal into a decided and lafting Union 
by tlic powerful Bonds of common Intereft and common Danger. The Poona Government is the 
natural Enemy of Moodajee. It is ours by their Connexion with our natural and declared Enemy, 
the French. Nizam Ally is the declared Enemy of both, and the Contiguity of our refpeflive 
'J'crritorics, in the wildeft and Icaft valuable Parts of both, and of Courfe the Icaft filbjeft to Com- 
petition and Incroachmenc, renders them important and clTcntial to the Strength of both. 

“ On thefe Grounds I recommend that a Company’s civil Servant be deputed to Moodajee Boofla, 
with full Power to form a Treaty of Alliance between that Chief and the Company, on the Terms 
herein above ftated. Thefe may be hereafter detailed in his Inftruiflions. 

§ ( The Governor General*. — “ It was my Intention, had the Time permitted it, to have extended 

“ the above Minute into other Details, immediately required for the internal Defence of thefe Pro- 
“ vinces. 1 can now only Rate thofc which are moft urgent in fliorl Propofuions. The Reafons, 

“ if ncceflary, may be given feparately. 

“ I ft. I propole that three additional Battalions of Sepoys be immediately formed upon the 
“ Plan rccommcndal by General Stibbert.”) g 

[“ idly. That Rajah Cheit Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share of the Burthen 
of the prefent War, by confenting to the Eftablilhmcnt of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, 
to be raifed and maintained at his Expencc.] 

§ (“ 3dly. That the Militia Corps be rc-eftabli(hed for the Defence of the City of Calcutta; 

» and tor this Purpofe, if it (hall be found ncceflary hereafter, I would further recommend, that 
“ the Commiflioncr of Law Suits, with the Afliftance of the Company’s Attorney and Standing 
“ Council, be inftruifted to prepare a Bill for its legal Incorporation. 

“ 4thly. riiat the Mafter Attendant be dircdled to confult fome of the moft able Seamen of 
“ this Port, upon the Means of forming fuch an Addition to our Marine Eftablilhmcnt, as may 
“ be moft clR'dual for the Communication of immediate Intelligence of the Approach of an Enc- 
“ my’s Fleer, or fingle Ships of War, and for cutting away the Buoys, and ufing fuch other 
“ Precautions as may be necelfary for guarding this Port and its Commerce againft the Effefts of 
“ a Surprize. 

“ fithly. That the Opinion of the Chief Engineer be alfo taken with refpeft to the other Means 
“ wliich may be necelfary to prevent or impede the Progrefs of an Enemy by the Entrance of the 
“ River. 

“ 6thly. That the Commander in Chief be requefted to furnilh the Board with fuch a general 
“ Plan of Defence as he lhall judge necelfary, in Addition to the pnefent Difpofition of our 
“ Army, and in the Suppofition tlvtt the Detachment now employed under Colonel Lcflie may 
“ not return for a Length of Time into the Provinces, and to attend the Board with it when 
“ prepared. 


* The Parts iiiclofcd thus )$ and marked with inverted Commas at the Beginning of each Line, are the 
Exirads particularly referred to in this Confultation by the Counfel for the Defeudanr, and the fame Mark will 
be made ufe oF, for the fame Purpofe in future. 


“ ythly. The 
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« 7 'lily. The Propofition with which I fliall nowconclotle, I offer with much Diffidence anci 
It Hcfitation. It has been the conftant Subjet^ of my Thoughts fince our laft Meeting, and; 
M though I now incline to recommend it, I fee the Obje^ions to it in fo llrong a Light, as addai 
perhaps to thofe which may be foggefted by other Members of the Board, may induce me td 
► change it but I will briefly Hate it. The War having been notified to us, though not by Au- 
thority, yet confirmed by Evidence of fuch Strength as to amount to a Degree of Certainty next 
Si* to ablolute, ftiall we proceed upon it as upon the Grounds of a War declared and notified in all 
its Forms ? Or ffiall we wait the Confirmation of it. which it is probable we may not receive fot 
« tliis Month or Six Weeks yet to come ? The Confcqucncc of our Determination on this Que- 
«« llion, if in the A^rmativc, will be inftantly to detach a Military Force to guard the Approaches 
“ of Chandern igore, to demand the Surrender of that Town, and to appoint Commiflarics to take 
** FoflTeffion of the public Stores, Shipping, and private Effefts of the Inhabitants. This com- 
“ bined Queftion I propofc for the Determination of the Board. 

“ The Firft Queftion being confidered, is agreed to.**) 

' “ Ordered, 1 hat the Secretaiy to the Military Department do prepare and lay before the Board 
»n Eftimate of the Expence or the above Augmentation, and of that which will arife from the 
Increaltfof Men to the prefent Eftablilhmcnt lately ordered in the Military Department. 

“ The Second Queftion confidered. 

i [“ Mr. Francis. — On the Suppofition that the Detachment novT employed under Colonel Lcilic 
-will not return for a Length or Time into the Provinces, I acquiefee in the Propofal relative to 
[Kaja Cheit Sing •, but I think he fliould be informed that this additional Charge will not be im- 

I poled on him teyond the Continuance of the prefent War. 

“ The Governor General. — The Qualification propofed by Mr. Francis is confonant tb my In- 
tention in the Queftion, and is implied in it. I Ihoukd have no Objedlion to it*s being exprefled 
in an additional Claule. 

I ** That our Kefolution upon this SubjcA may be unanimous, I agreed to add to the Queftion 
[the following Words, “and to be dilbanded at the End of the War-,*’ but perceiving that 
nhe Difterence in our Opinion upon the Subject arifes not from a Difagrccment refpe^fing the 
iHequifiiion fimply confidered by itfelf, but from a different Underftanding of the Right of the 
ICompany to exaft, under any Preffurc of Affairs, more than the Sum ftipulated by the Sunnud 
granted to Cheyt Sin^?, and the Cubbooleat given by him in return, I muft adhere to the Queftion 
p it ftands, wilhing to avoid the Queftion of Right. If, however, we cannot agree upon the 
Point, (till I would wifti to have the Requifition made in the Words of the Queftion, and leave the 
pecifion of future Right to our Superiors. 

f “ Mr. Wheler. — Wilhing to avoid the Queftion of Right, I acquiefee in the Motion; but I 
jthink it Ihoukl be qualified in the Manner propofed by Mr. Francis. 

i “ Mr. Barwcll. — An Acquifition of Revenue and Military Force I fuppOfc to have been an- 
nexed to the Grant of the Zemindarry of Benares and Gauzipore to the Company. Any military 
Eftablilhment, independent of the Engliffi Adminiftratioh, in the Heart of the Company*s Do- 
ininions, may in the Time of Danger m turned againft thoft interefts which, under another Po- 
icy, it would protect. 1 have long regarded the Military Eftabliftiment of Benares under the Ra- 
sh’s native Officers, and not fubjeft to the Difeipline, Command, and Regulation of our own 
Jattalions, as a Dcfcft ; I therefore moft heartily agree to the prefent Projxifal, for ThrCc dif- 
Iiplined Battalions to be kept up, and paid by the Rajah, and fineerely hope the Company will 
lireft, that the whole Force of Benata and Gauzipoor, under the Zemindar^ be placed upon the 
ame Footing as the regular MilitaryTorcc of the Prefidcncy. 

“ 'fhe Governor General. — I agree to the Queftion in the original Form of it, deeming it a 
light inlierent , in every Government to impofe fuch Aflfcffments as it judges expedient for the 
X)inmon Service and Proteftion of all itsSubjedls, and we are not precluded from it by any Agree* 
Inent fubfifting between the Raja and this Government; 

“ Hcfolvcd, That ftajah Cheit Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share of the Bur- 
hen of the prefent War, by the Eftablilhmcnt of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed 
d maintained at his Expence, and the Governor General is to write to him to that Effcff.J 
Tlic Board agree to the Third Queftion. 

To the Fourth 


Three adili- 
tiun.il Battx* 
lions. 


Raidli Cheit 
Sing to railc 
'rhrcc BatlK- 
lions. 




I “ To the Sixth agreed. The following Letter is accordingly written to the Commander in 
hicf. 


Agreed. 
Agreed to the Fifth. 


} 


Orders arc accordingly iffued by the Secretary. 


Mililia c/li' 
blifhej. 
Manne addi- 
tional, 

Engineer to be 
confultcd. 


Sir, 


“ To Brigadier General Stibbert, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c. 


“ Having received Intelligence, which wc deem certain, that War has been declared between 
ranee and England, we think it proper to take the earlieft Means to provide for the Safety and 
^fcnce of thcle Provinces. We have already agreed to raife and form Three additional Bacta- 
fcns of Sepoys upon the Plan recommended by you. We propofe that Raja Cheit Sing fhould be 
iquircd to entertain Three regular Battalions at his “ ‘ 


To the Com. 
mandcr in 
Chief. 


Expcncc, for his Part of the Burthen of the 

War, 



Chandcrna^ 
gf>rc to be 
kizcd. 


Mr. Leonard 
C’ollingito be 
appointed 
Coiiimiirary. 


€)rdfr to Cap- 
tain Robinibti 
to fei'/c the 
French Piloti* 
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War, and we ihali immediately give Orders for re-efiablidung the Militia Corps for the Defence 
of the City of Calcutta. 

We have thought it neceflary to acquaint you wkh the Pielimioari^ and we now requeft 
that you will furnifh us with fuch a general Plan of Defence as you &aU ju(^ advil^ible, in Ad« 
dition to the prelent Difpofition of our Army, and on the Supp^tion that the Detachment now 
employed under Colonel Ledie will not return for a Length or Time into the Provinces. When 
the fame (hall be compleated, you will be pkafed to nocily it to us, that we may appmnt a Day for 
your Attendance with it in Council. 

“ Fort Wdliam, 9th July 1778. We are, &c.’’ 

The Seventh Queftion is refolved in the Affirmadve : And 

Agreed, Tlia,t Lieutenant Colonel Dow the Commanding Officer at Burruchpoor, be imme* 
diately ordered to dation Guards or Deuebments of Sepoys on the Road leading to Chanderna- 
gore, with Orders to prevent the Tranfportation of any Goods or Effects from thence, and that 
he demand of Mr. Chevalier, the Commandant pf Chandernagore, the Surrender of the Town, 
Ship()ing, Stores, and all other ElFefts, both public and private, into his Hands. 

“ Rclblved, That the Quarter Mailer General be directed to furnilh Lieutenant Colonel Dow 
Immediately fuch Boats as he may require by Indent for this Service. 

Kelolvcd allb, That Mr. Leonarci CoUings be appointed CommilTary to receive all fuch Goods 
and £ilTefls belonging to the French at Chaoderna^re as Lieutenant Colonel Dow lhall confign 
to his Charge, and that he be direfled to form an Inventory of the Whole, as foon as poflible, 
and tranfmit a Copy thereof to the Board. 

“ Agreed, 1 hat Mr. CoUings be permitted to take with him any Writer in the Company’s Ser- 
vice, who may, at this Time, be unemployed, if he .Ihould require a Perfon to affill him. 

“ Refolved, That the following InUrudions be immediately ilTucd to Lieutenant Colonel 
Dow, 

** To Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Dow, commanding the Troops at Burruckpore. 

Sir, 

** In confequence of a Declaration of War, which has been made between France and England, 
In London on the f 8th March, and in Paris on the 30th March 1777, We do hereby order and 
command you immediately to llation Guards or Detachments of s 4 >oys on the Roads leading to 
Chandernagore, with Orders to prevent the Traafportation of any Go^s or Elfefls from thence, and 
to demand from Mr. Chevalier, the Commandant at Chandernagore, the Surrender of the Town, 
Shipping, Scores, and ail other Eliefls, both public and private, into your Hands. You will 
permit the Commandant, and fuch of the Inhabitants as wUl pais their Parole, to remain in quiet 
PoireiTion of their Houles, and make prifonen of them who mall refufe or evade it. 

« In pale of a Rcfulal to furrender the Town, Shipping, and Efieds, as demanded, you will 
fake PoQeffipn imcncdiately by Force. 

** You wU be futnUbed wi^ an Order to the Quarter Matter General to fupply you immediately 
with fuch Boats as you may itauire from him by Indent, for croffing the Troops over the River, 
for taking PQUeffion of the Ships, and fuch other Services as may demand the Erojdoyment of 
Boats for fhe Execution of theie Orders. 

** As it is not likely, from the defencekfs State of Chandernagore, that any Oppoiition Ihould 
be attempted, we recommend it to you to (hew all poflible Lenity and Tenderneis to the Inhabi- 
tants in the Execution of theie Orders, which hqwever mui^ executed without any Delay or Re- 
iervation for further Inftruflions. 

M We have appointed Mr. Leonard ColKnra, a Commiflary, to take Charge of the Stores and 
Effefls which may be delivered up to you. We therefore defire that you wul caufe them to be 
made over to him. 

“ Fort William, 9th July 1778. We are, &c.” 

** Agreed, That Captain Robinfon of the Sur Armed YeUd do immediately proceed down the 
River, to ieiae ail the French Vefiels and Pilou which be may be able to find, and bring them to 
Calcutta. 

The following Letter is therefore written to him by the Secretary. 

** To Cnptain Robinfon, Commander of the Morning Star. 

« Sir, 

“ You are hereby ^irefled to proceed down the River with this Tide, to feize all the French 
Pilot Veflels and Pilots which you may be able to find, and bring them up to Calcutta. A Pilot 
will be imnncdiateJy feot on board you by the Matter Attendant, who will furnilh you with Orders 
to him, to point out to you fuch Pilot veflels as may be in the Service of the French Nation. 

«' In the Execution of this Service the utmoft Secrecy is tp be obforved. 

** Council Chamber, 9th July 1778. I am, &c.'* 

** Ordered, That the Matter Attendant do immediately fend a Pilot on board the Morning 
Star i that he deliver fealed Inttruclions into the Hands of Captain Rqbinfon, to convey the Ship 
a down 
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the River, twi to pontoui all the Pilot Sloops or Vdlcli belonging to the Fjencti. tflat hi 
■y iM or be able to get IntfUigence of in the River. 

”« Relbtvedi That Orders be immediately dilpatched to the Froviocial CQUdcils of Patna, Moor* 
iedaBad and Dacca, to uke PbflelTioh of the French Factories at thofe Places, with aljl the Pro* 
Tty belonging to that Kattdh, and to attach the Perions all the Sabje^ of the French Nation 
u) fliall rcftile to pafi their Paitde. 

I ** The RiUowing Cimdar Letter is accordingly written to Patna, 

f »* Gentleinen, 

^ *• In confequence of a Declaration of War which was made by the Court of Great Britain againR 
prance, on the i8th M*teh laft, and by France againft England, on the 30th of the fame Months 
sc do hereby Order and Command you to fend a Military horce to the French Fa£toi7, to demand 
>f the Chief the Surrender thereof, with all Stores and other EfifeAs, both public and private,’ 
nto your flands. Such of (he Inhabitants as will pafs their Parole may be permitted to remain in 
luiet PoflelTion of their Houfes j but all the Subjefts of France, either within the French FaAory, 
>r in other Places within the Limits of your Authority, who fliall refufe or evade to give their 
Parole, are to be feized and n^e Prifoners. 

“ In cafe of a Refufal to deliver up the Faflory, See, as demanded, you will immediately take 
PoflelTton by Force. 

<• You will cauie an Inventory to be made of all the Efleds which lhall be delivered up, and 
.ranfmit a Copy of the fame to us, taking proper Care to preferve them untouched. 

I " Fort William, 9th July, 1778. Wt arc, Sec.’* 

” The fame to Dacca and Coflimbuzar. 

** Refolvcd, That the following Orders be immediately jlTued to the Commanding Offilcery of 
Berhamporc and Dinapore ] 


To the Commanding Oflicer at Rurhampore^ 

Sir, 

You arc hereby commanded to pay immediate Obedience to fuch Orders as you Ihall herewith 
receive from the Chief and Council at Moorlhedabad. 

« Fort William, 9th July, 1778. We arc, &c.” 

“ The fame to the Commanding Officer at Dinapore, to obey the Orders received from 
Patna. 

*< There being no Brigade Sepoys nt Dacca, an Order to the Commanding Officer of the Militia 
Corps (Utioned mere, flmilar to the above, as tb<it Corps it immediately under the Direftion of the 
Provincial Council. 


** Refolvcd, That the following Letter be written to the Dutch and Danifli Settlements, and 
that they be tranfmitted to Lieutenant Colonel Dow, to be forwarded by him whenever he lhail 
think proper : 

*♦ To the Direftor and Council at Houghly; 

Gentlemen, 

“ We have received Intelligence too well authenticated to doubt its Veracity, that War was de- 
clared by the Court of Great Britain againft France on the 1 8th pf March laft, and by the Court 
of France againft Great Britain on the 30th of the fame Month. We have therefore thought it 
incumbent on us to take Pofleflion of the Town of Chandernagore, and to attach all the French 
Property which fliall be found in thefe Provinces j but as we mink it probable that Endeavours 
will be ufed by the French to cover their- Property under the Marks of Dutch or Danifli Colours, 
to remove with it into the Limits of the Territories of thofe Nations, we expefl^ from the Fricnd- 
fhip fubfifting between your Nation and our’s, that you wUl take eflcdlual Means to difcoorage and 
prevent the Succefs of any Attempts of that Nature. 

“ Fort William, 7th July, 1778. We are, &c. 


“ The fame to FredricKnagorc. 


** Warren Haftings, 
Richard Barwelt, 
P. Francis, 
Edward Wheler.” 


The Managers for the Commons being alked, if ^tey conld pi*o<facc the fnftrdmmts 
which paired on the Occafion referred to in the Evidence ^en Yefterday * ; viz. the Sun-^ 
Conlnama, and Cabod^t, acquainted the HouTe that they could not} but 
wilhed the Houfe to obferve, that when the Governor General moved the Proportions 
read Ycftcrday, they were declared to be without EncroachiUWnt of the Eights pf the 

g Rajah, 


To file Offl- 
ceri coni- 
manding at 
Dinapore and 
Berhampore. 


< Vide Et- 
traW of Con- 
fiiltation* 
Sept. 1771* 
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Rajah, and that they had read the Deeds and Inftruments which pafled between 
Shujah ul Dowlah and the Rajah, from the Confultation of the 4th of Oibober 
t Vide fupra, 177-^, given in Evidence on Tueld^y f . However, with refoeft to the Sunnud, they 
*’• believed they could make it out thus : That upon the 1 5th or April 1776, a Sunnud 

was prepared to be given to the Rajah Cheyt Sing : That that Sunnud was figned by 
the Board, but the Rajah refufed to accept it on Account of a Claufe contained in 
it, declaring all former Sunnuds to be null and void : That in confequence of this 
Refufal, the Board ordered a new Sunnud to be prepared, omitting the Claufe to 
which the Rajah objefted : That this new Sunnud did not appear; but that it feemed 
to be a fair Inference, that the Sunnud fent up the fccond Time, was the fame as the 
former Sunnud rejefted by the Rajah, omitting the objeftionable Claufes ; and there- 
fore they would now read that Sunnud. 

The Witnefs produced Book 50, intituled, ” Bengal Secret Council, 4th March to 
i6th May 1776.” 

Read, the following Extrafts from Bengal Secret Confultations, 15th April 1776. 


Sfcrct Dep, 
Monday. 


“ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident *, 

Lieuenanc General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

“ Fort William, the 15th April 1776. 
“ The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud and Potta for Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Zemindarry, 
now begs Leave to lay them before the Board, with a Copy of an Obligation to be executed by 
him for the Remittance of his Tribute. 

“ The Board having figned the former ; 

“ Ordered, That they be tranfmitted to him, and Tranflatlons of all of them entered in their 
Place. 


“ Tranflation of the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemindarry 

of Gauzipore, &c. 

“ Be it known to the Mutfudies in Office, prefent and to come, Canongoes Mukudums, Riotts 
Cultivators, to all the Inhabitants and People refident, and belonging to Circar Benaris, Gazy* 
pore, and Cliunar, in the Soubah of Allahabad, that, Whereas by virtue of a Treaty wiih the 
Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, concluded on the 20th of Rubby ul Awal 1189 Hejiree, or zift May 
1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Circars abovementioneti has been ceded to the 
Honourable Haft India Company, from the 4th of Jummafly ul Awal 1189 Hejiree, or 4th July 
1775. The faid Eaft India Company therefore, in virtue of the Rights thereby obtained, do 
confirm unto Rajah Cheit Sing, the Zemindary, Aumceny, and Fonjedarry, of the laid Sircars, 
agreeably to the Zemmin, together with the Cutwallies of Juanpoor and Benares, and the Mint 
of Benares, from the faid Date; whatever Gold and Silver (hall be coined in the Mint, tlic faid 
Rajah (hall coin in conformity to his Muchulka. He is not to be, in the fmallcft Particular, 
rcmil's in the Obicrvation and Execution of the fevcral Duties incumbent on him ; he is to behave 
with Moderation and Kindnefs to the Riotts and People, to promote the Cultivation and Increalc 
of Inhabitants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling Thieves, nightly AfTaulccrs and Robbers, 
and fo cfieftually punifliing the Difturbers of the Peace, that no 'i'racc of them may be feen ; 
and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 Benares Mucklidar Rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta 
Siccars, annually to the Company’s Treafury. Should he receive Orders to pay the above Re- 
venue at Benares, he (hall, in that Cafe, pay the Sum of 23,40,249 Benares Mucklidar Rupees, 
each Rupee to weigh 10 MalTa, and to contain two Ruttie, and two Chowl of Alloy, and no 
more. Should the Weight be lefs, or Alloy more, he (hall make up the Deficiency. Whenever 
the Money (liall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the annual Amount of 23,66,180 Sicca 
•“Thi.Word Rupccs punftually, agreeably to his Kills, and Mucbulka^y by Monthly Payments at Calcutta. 
derciHobe”'^ In Confidcration of which, he (hall be allowed a Dedudbn o( Two ptr Cent, amounting in -all 
fl'uckout/' to Sicca Rupees 44,434 : 14 : 5 Account Hindowany, or Exchange, which being deduded, the 
net Amount is 22,21,745 .■5:7 Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, which he is to pay at that Place. 
After the Settlements of Accounts at the End of the Year, he (hall, in the cuftomary Manner, 
receive Credit for his Payments ; and he is by no means to colled the prohibited Abwaub of the 
Durgah of his Majefty. This Sunnud being granted, is to remain in Force, and ail former Sun- 
nuds to become null and void. You the Mutluddies, and Perfons above-mentioned, are to tegard 
the faid Rajah as truly and lawfully pofiTcircd of the Zemindarry, Aumeeny, and Fonjedarry of the 
above Sircars; and to acknowledge his Authority in the fcVcral Ads appertaining tlicrc- 
unto. Know that we have here ilTucd the mod ftrid and pofitive Commands, and obey them 
accordingly. 

_« Written on the 25th of Suffer, 17 Sun, or 15th April 1776. 

(Signed) by the Governor General and Council. 

“ The 
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“ The Zimmeen.' 

*• The Office of the Zemindarry of Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chundara, the Cucwally, the 
Duties, and the Mint in the Soubah of Allahabad, have bwn conferred upon the great Chief 
Rajah Chcit Sing Behadre, alfo the Aumeen/ and Foujedary. 

« Mohals 19, viz. 

Sircar Benares. 

“ Chundara; 

« Sircar Gauzipore. 

« Mohals of Jaunpore, comprehending Maul and Duties; 

<* Havrly MaM abad Benares. 

The Caus Daums, or for fupplying Clothing to the King. 

« Pergunnah Bhadurry. 

“ The Talook of Sukratnow in Chundara; 

** Sukcufgur. 

“ Bidjeypore. 

* Sekunderpore. 

** Khireed Shadyabad. 

“ Tuppa Serringa. 

The Cucwally and Duties of Benares, Free; 

“ Ditto Ditto of Jaunpore, Ditto. 

“ The Mohal of the Mint of Benares, Ditto. 

“ The Benares Mukeenni, or Brokerage. 

“ The Sungurzenne, or Stone Weighing of Benares, and the other Mohuls.' 

“ The Yantefauly, or Office of MuttufTaub of Benares. 

<« Copy of a Potta granted to Cheit Sing. 

This Potta, containing the underwritten Stipulations, is granted unto Rajah Cheit Sing 
Behadre. Sircar Benares, Gazyporc, Chunar, and the Mohals of Sircar of Jaunpore, compre- 
hending the Maul and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abad Benares, the Khaus Daums in Pergunna 
Bhadurry, Talook of Sunkeramuw in Pergunna- Chunara, Suktifgurra, Bejeepore, Sircar Gauzi- 
pore, Pergunnah Sekunderpore, Kheireed, Shadyabaud, Putna, Sirrungen, including the Cut- 
wally Duties of Jaunpore and Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mookeymee, Yahtifaule, and 
Stone Weighing, both Maul and Duties, and the Dewanny Dufloor, excepting the Nancar of 
Half the Jaghier of Bhadurry, the exempted Jaghiers and Ayma which have been inferred for a 
length of Time in the Accounts as Dedudions} all the Articles of thcTahud are fettled upon 
you from the ,^th of Jamaudy ul Awil 1189 Hejiree, or the<4th of July 1775 Engliffi, at a Sti- 
pulation per Annum of 2 ;, 40, 249 Mucklidar Benares Rupees, not Ihort of the Weight of Ten 
Mafia each, and not containing a greitcr Portion of Alloy than Two Rutties, and Two Bcringce, 
agreeably to your Mutchulka and Cabooieat. This Sum you will therefore pay, but Ihould it 
not fuit the Convcniency of the Company to receive it at Benares, you arc to pay it in Calcutta in 
Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, amounting in which Specie to 22,66,180 Sicca Rupees, the Amount 
of Hindofaun, or Exchange allowed you, at the Rate of Two per Cent, is Rupees 44,434 : 14 = 5 
which being deduded, the Net Sum will be 22,21,745 : i : 15 Sicca Rupees ot Calcutta. I his 
you arc to pay, without the lead Dedudion or Depreciation whatever, in the Courfc of each Year, 
by Monthly Payments, agreeably to your feparate Kiftbundee. This you are to pay without any 
Allowance for Seebundey, You will remit the Money to Calcutta without fail conformably to the 
faid Kiftbundee. 


“ Particulars of the Tribute, (viz.) 
“ Former Cabooieat, 

Dedud—— Nancar. - - 9,800 

“ Exempted Lands. - 8,000 

“ Moaffy Fourth Part and Siry Sicca. 2,358 

“ One Half Jaghier of Bhadurry. 67,500 

‘‘ Altumgaw ot MulTaummut 1 „ 

Muraud Barnoo. - t * 


20,86,607 


88,158 


19,98,449 

90,000 
34,207 12 
1,800 

— I . . — . 1,26,007 12 

« Encrcafe— -Total 250,000 

“ Dedud 34,207 12 

2,15,792 4 


Add— — Nuzzeranna. 

“ Tuppa. 

“ Mukcemc, &c. 


Carry over, 


" Benarea Rupees, 23,50,249 
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Brought over, — ** Benares Rupeeti 

** ^tta to reduce them tntd SioCM 

** Remains, Skca Rupees 
** DeduA Hindooatm 


43.46, U 9 

1 AJ>^ 

- ^ - 

fta^,i8o 

44,434^ *4:4 ' 


Remains net Amount in Siccas 31131,745 : 1 : 15 


** Written on dte oith of StiBcr 17th Year, or 15th April 1776* 

. Wanen HafUngi. 

J. Claverii^ 

R'* BwweQ. 

P, FiancU* 


The Managers for the Commons Rated, that they would next proceed to (hew the 
Objcdlions made to this Sunnud and Potta, by the Rajah Chat Sing, as contained in 
a Letter from Mr. Fowke, the Refident at Benares, dated 17th July 1776, and the Pro- 
ceedings of the Council thereupon. 

The Witnefs produced Book 52, intituled, « Bengal Secret Confultations, ift July 
to 30th September 1776.” 

Read, the following Extrads from Bengal Secret Gonfukations, 89th July 1776. 


Serrrt Depk 
Monday. 


** Fort William, the 29th of July 1776* 
** At a Council $ Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidcnt. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

Richard Barwell, 7 rr ■ 

Philip Francis, 3 Efquirea, 

The Honourable George Monfon, indUpOfcd. 


** Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

« I am honoured with the Receipt of your Commands, dated 24* June, dlreaing the Erafe- 
nien^f the Word “ Mtubulka " in the Sunnud and Potta which accompanied Mr. Auriol’s Letter 
c L- ^ *•* Confcqucnce, acquainted the Rajah with your Orders upon this 

Subjeft, and have called upon him to receive the new Swinud and Potta, and to execute hk 
Cabwlcat. He has declined Ae Acceptance of the Sunnud and Potta, for which he aOigns thefc 
Rcafons ; that any Erafement in a Sunnud or Public Deed is totally unprecedented in the Ufages 
or this Country \ that the Ciaufe in the Sunnud by which the former Sunnuds are declaied to be 
null, 11 Iikewilc contrary to Cuftom and PradHce; and further, that in the above Claufc, the 
Word ** Sunnud being ofed in the plural Number, the Coulnama, which he received with eke 
former Sunnud and Poctah, is thereby likewife rendered void and of no Effcft. The Rajah 
objects to the Execution of the Caboleat on Account of the ClaUfe it cotKains, by which the 
former Sunnuds are annulled. He declares himfelf ready to return the old Sunnud and Pottah 
upon Receipt of the new ones j and has requcRed that a Reprefentation of the above' Gircum- 
flances may be made to your Honourable Board. 


‘‘ Benares. « i &c. &c. 

17th July 1776. 

** (Signed) Francis Fowke.” 

« That the Secretary prepare a new Sunnud and Pottah, omittir^ the Word 

Muchulka, and the &ntcnw declaring the former Sunnuds to be null, and that thefe be tranf- 
mittcd to Mr. kowke, with DiroStions to receive back the temporary Pottah and Grant which 

wore (lilt allowed him. 


» Refolvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Fowke. 

“ Sir, 

“ \Vc have received your Letters of the 15th and 17th inft. 

1) " 1 “ Gompliance with the Requeft of Rajah Cheit Sing, wc have ordered the Sunnud and 
I otuli ior lus Zemindarry to be made out anew, with the Omiffions which he has folicited, and 
we Hull reuin thelc Grants to be exchanged for the Caboleat to be cxecuMd -on hk Part, which 
lus V .ickecl has jiromifed to obtain from him. 

1 ou will receive back from the Rajah the temporary Grants which you delivered to him on 
your Arrival at Benares, and return them to us, or let him do it through his Vackeel •, the Sunnud 
and 1 oitah, formerly fent you by ihe Secretary, you wiH aHb traafmit to us. 

JAi the End of the LetterJ 
“ We arc, &c. *” 


6 


* Ki B. No SignatuM. 


The 
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the AfeMTO for ^ Commons bong if they had any Evidence to ftew 
%rbethier the Fitft Surniud was retumed, according to the Order of the aoth July 
3776, juft scad t and alfo, whether the Second Sunnud was ever executed, acquainted 
the Houfe that they had laid before them all they knew, or could Hnd upon the 
Subjeft. That they would now return to the Evidence they were about to give when 
the above Enquiry 'after the Sunnuds, &c. was made, namely, to fltew that the 
Demand of Three Battalions from Ac Rajah Cheyt Sing, propofed by Mr. Haftings 
in the Confultadon of die 9th July 17^8*, was cpnverted into a Demand of Five vue rupn, 
Lacks of Rupees. ^*8* ^' 5 - 

The Wituefs produced Book 14, ihtitulcdi Bengal Secret Confultations, 

17th Auguft 1778, to ajA January 1779.” 

Read, the following Extraft from Bengal Secret Confultation 17th Auguft 1778, 
from Page la, fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 17th Auguft 177S. 

•• At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidcnt, 

Richard Barwell, 

Philip Francis, 

, Edward Whder, 

** The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

«* The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing, the Cover, 
and informs the Board, that having called upon Ally Nucky, the Rajah’s Vackeel, for an Ex- c^ncrii i 
planation of his Mailer’s further Sentimentt Upon the Subjeft of it ; he received the following Ra'’,h ch" t 
Anfwer from the Vackeel, bang the Subftance of a long Converfation, viz. I’hat hU Mailer was, sing * Acqui- 
at all Times, ready to pay Obedience to the Commands of the Board, and to afford every Proof s'*** 
of his Atttchment to the Company j and that the Rajah had authorized him to declare his Ac- ^nce of 
quiefccnce in the Requifition of a Subfidy, equal to the Expence of Three Battalions of Scoovs P’’" 
forthcScrviccof the War. ' p“yT '‘ 

« The Vackeel contended much for fixing the Sum of the Subfidy at Three Lacks of Rupees. 

The Governor told him, it could not be lefs than Five, and received his Confent, in his Mailer’s 
Name, and in virtue of the Authority which he derived from the Rajah, to the Payment of that 
Sum for one Year ; his Authority extending no further. 

« The Governor General is of Opinion, that as the Rajah’s Confent has been exprefled with 
fuch a Limitation, and eluded in his written Anfwers, the Payment of the Subfidy ought not to 
be left fubjeft to the Contingencies which the Courfe of the Year may produce, but immediately 
demanded. He computes, that the Amount of Three Battalions of Sepoys on double Batta, 
exclufive of Tents, Arms, and contingent Charges, will amount to Rupees 4,76,000. 

“ On thefc Grounds he moves, that the Subfidy to be paid by Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Main- 
tenance of Three Battalions of Sepoys during the Courfe of the War, be fixed at the annual 
Sum of Five Lacks of Muchledar Rupeesj and that he be immediately required to pay that Sum 
into the Hands of the Rcfident Mr. Thomas Graham. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

Mr, Francis.— I acquiefee, tho’, in my own Opinion, it would anfiver as wdl to us, and be 
lefs diftrefling to the Rajah, if the Subfidy were added, in equal Proportions* to the Monthly 
Kills of the Tribute. 

" (Signed) Philip Francis. 

“ I agree. (Signed) Richard Barwell. 

Agreed. (Signed) Edward Whder.” 

** From Maha Rajah Chek Sing, received 30th July. 

I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gradous Letter, communicating the Intelli- 
gence of a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Briuin and France, and defiring 
me to take on myfelf a Share of the Burden of Expence. My Patron, I am the Servant of the 
Sircar. I will write yOu more fully hereafter. On all Occafions, 1 am hop^ul of your High- 
nels’s Favour and Support. 

** Refolved, That the follovdng Letter be written to Mr. Graham, and that Notice of the 
Board’s Refolution be given to thePerfian Tranflator, that a Letter be accordingly prepared to be 
lent to Rajah Cheit Sing.”. 

« Sir, 

** Thinking it neceflkry that Rajah Cheit Sing Ihould be required to co nt r ibute hh Share to to Mr. 
fuppoit the Burthen of the prefent war with Frances we refolved that Three Battalions of Sepoys Orabam. 
Iboold be ruled and maintained at hii Expence > and the Rajah, in Anfwer to a Letter which the 

T Governor 
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Govemftr General wrote to him on the Ouafion, having, by Means of his Vackccl, agreefd td 
pay a Subfidy of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees for one Year, but not authorized his Vacked 
to extend his Acquiefcence further. We deem it neceflary, and have accordingly ordered that the 
Rajah thall immediately pay this Sum into your Hands j you will therefore receive the fame from 
him, and remit the Amount of it to the Prcfidency, 

** We arc, &c.*" 

Notice being taken that the Evidence, as to the Change of the Demand from 
Troops to a Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, was, as far is appeared at prefent, in- 
complete, in as much as it was not diftinftly fliewn from whom, or how that Change 
originated j the Managers for the Commons were alked, “ Whether they had any 
Evidence of the Change of the Propofition made for a Supply of Three Battalions of 
Troops to that of a Sum of Money, beyond what appears in the Minute delivered 
in by the Governor General on the lyth of Auguft 1778 ?” 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, Tnat no other Evidence appeared. 
But as it was a Matter fufficiently notorious that the Governor General is the Perfon 
who officially communicates, on the Part of the Company, with the Vackeels of all 
the foreign Princes, they conceived it to originate from the Converfation which the 
Governor General, in the abovetiientioned Minute of the 17th of Auguft 1778, 
ftates to have pafTed with the Vackeel of the Rajah. 

To prove the Demand of the Five^Lacks made upon the Rajah j the Requeft of the 
Rajah to pay them bv Inftalments,, and that upon the Proceedings in confcquence of 
that Requeft, one of the Council diffented materially upon the Queftion of Right; 

The Witnefs was direfted to produce Book 21, intituled, “ Bengal Council, 
2d September to 2 ad October 1778.” 

Read, the following Extrafts (beginning at Page 362, of the fame Book) from 
Bengal Secret Confultation of the 28th of September 1778. 

“ Fort William, 28'th September 1778. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Flaltings, Governor General, Prefidcnt ; 

Richard Barwell, 

Philip Francis, 

Edward Wheler, 

“ Read the following Letter from Mr. Graham, Refident at Benares i 

“ I think it necelfary to inform you, that notwithftanding Seventeen Days are clapfeJ lince 
your Orders arrived here, directing the Rajah to pay into my Hands the Subfidy he had agreed 
to pay of Five Lacks of Mutchilidar Rupees, he has not yet paid me One Rupee, and offers as 
Kcafon his Inability to difeharge the Whole at once, and requeds me to receive it by monthly 
Payments, Your Honourable Board's Orders authorizing nothing of the Kind, I have acquainted 
him that it is impolTible for me to come into his Requed, and have repeated my Requifition, which 
I have indeed teen urging every Day fincc the Receipt of your Orders, to pay me the whole 
Amount as fpeedily as poffiblc. 

I have the Honour to be, with the highed Refpe^f, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, &c. 

“ Benares, the 14th Sept. 1778. (Signed) THOMAS GRAHAM, Refident.” 

[“ The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah Cheyte Sing : 

“ From Raja Cheyte Sing, a8th Sept. 

*' I have been honoured with your gracious Letter, defiring that I will, as a Subjeft of the 
Company, take on myfeif the Payment of Five Lacks of Mutchlcdar Rupees, as my Proportion of 
the Expences of the prefent War, and pay them to Mr. Graham. Although 1 have no Ability left, 
and the great Burthen of Expence I laboured under from the Time of the Deceafe of the late Raja, 
till the Expiration of the Nabob Vizier's Authority over me, is well known to God and your Excel- 
lency, yet, folely with a View to Compliance with your Orders, and to pfove my Fidelity, having 
fold and pledged every Thing belonging to me, I will make good the aforefaid in Inllalments in Six 
or Seven Months, although by parting with my Effeds, which are clearly necedary, I am left in a 


} 


Efquires. 


* N. B. No Signature to this Letter. 


Sute 
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State of Inability for the future ; yet you will fliew me" much Favour that 1 lhall again rccovet 
myfclf. * 

“ Ai a Time is required for the Sale of my Effc« 51 s, and raifing the Money, I hope, from your 
Kindncfe, that the Officers of Government may take from me, in different Payments, the laid Sum 
in Sonant Specie, as Khali not be able to procure this Sum in Muchledar Rupees ; and that you 
will be gracioufly pkafed to affix your Signature to my Requefts, that I may apply tnylclf with 
SacisfaAion and Affiduicy to the Bufinefs of the Sirkar.” 

“ Governor General. — The Subltance of this Letter, and the Requifuion made by t!»e Rajah to' 

Mr. Graham, differ fo much from the chearful and ready Acquicfcence with * the Rajah’s Vakeel, • sif ;ii Oi 
Shaick Ally Nucky, made in his Mafter’s Name to the Demand made on him for this Subfidy, that 
I think it ncccffary, for my own Juftification, to call upon the Secretary to certify the Accuracy 
of my Minute delivered on the 17th Auguff, containing the Affcnt expreffed by the Vakeel, in his 
Mafter’s Name, to the Payment of the S^ubfidy. 

“ The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the GovernorGerieral delivered to him the Minute above 
mentioned, previous to his laying it before the Board, with Orders to explain the Contents of it to 
the Rajah’s Vakeel, that it might correfpond with the Acquicfcence which he had delivered > 
he accordingly communicated the Minute to the Vakeel, and received from him a Confirmation of 
the Terms therein expreffed. 

“ The Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to Mr. Graham, that 
he do, on Receipt of them, demand of the Rajah in Perfon, the Payment of the entire Sum of 
Five Lacks of Rupees in the Space of Five Days, and declare to him in the Name of this Board, 
that his Refufal or Negleft to complete the Payment within that Time, iTiall be deemed equivalent 
to an abfolute Refufal, and that he be forbidden, in that Cafe, to hold any farther Intcrcourfe with 
the Kajah until he (hall have adviled us of the Particulars of the Raja’s Conduft in this Inftance, 
end receive our Orders in Confcqucnce. 

“ Mr. Francis. — I beg leave to aflt. Whether there be any Letter from the Raja himfclf to the 
Governor, in which his Confent to pay the Five Lacks, in the Manner agreed to by the Vakeel, is 
expreffed, or the Vakeel’s Engagement to that Effcft confirmed. 

“ Governor General. — All the Rajah’s Letters wiH'be found in the Book ofPerfian Correfpon- 
dence, to which 1 refer j but I well recoIlcA that the Aflcnt given by the Vakeel was expreffed in 
Terms the moft peremptory that could be conceived, cither confirmed by an Oatli, or his own Life 
pledged for the Performance of it. My Minute was drawn up from Heads of what paffed in Con- 
verfation with the Vakeel, and when it was explained to him by Mr. Auriol, he was very defirous 
of correfting a Part of it, which. made the Acquicfcence of the Rajah appear too general, and that ic 
might be fpccifically limited to One Year j his Powers, he added, extended no further. I'he 
Correflion was accordingly made upon the Spot in the Room adjoining to this, and the Minute 
immediately recorded. 1 defirc the Secretary to mention whether this agrees with his Rccollcftion 
of the Matter. 

“ The Secretary very well recollefls the particular Circumftances alluded to by the Governor 
General, and therefore offers his Teftimony, that the Vakeel declared he was authorifed to ac- 
quiefee in the Subfidy for One Year, but no longer, and dcfircd that the Requifuion might be li- 
mited to that Time. 

“ The Minute was before indefinite. 

“ Mr. Franci.s.’-'I have no Sort of Doubt of the Reality of the Engagements made by the Va- 
keel} thcQueftion is whether they arc Adis of the Rajah, or made by fufficient Authority from 
him. If the Vakeel had even a Letter of Credence relative to the Point in Qiicftion, it would be 
fufficient. If he had, it muft appear on the Perfian Correfpondence, and 1 di-fire the Secretary 
will read it. 

“ GovcrnorGeneral. — I have looked over the Book of Correfpondence. There are but Two Letters 
upon the Subjedl. The Firft, a Letter recorded in Confuhation the 17th of Aiiguft, acknowledging 
the Receipt of mine, which contained the firft Requifuion of the Five Lacks, and promifing an An- 
fwer. The Letter recorded on this Day appears to be that Anfwer, as it begins with an Acknow- 
ledgment of the firft Letter, and a Ihort Recapitulation of its Subftance. My firft Letter wa.s 
written on the 1 ith July, Two Months and Seventeen Days from thU Date. If an Anfwer from 
the Vakeel, during fo long an Interval, was not to be deemed authentic, the Rajah’s Silence was 
more difrefpedlful than a dircdl Refufal ; but if it be admitted as an Exculpation, his fureft Re- 
medy againft any Adi of Government wjll be a Refufal to make any Reply to its Demands. I wiJI 
not conceal from the Board, that I have expcdled thb evafive Condudl in the Rajah, having been 
fome Time paft well informed, that he had been advifed in this Manner to procraftinate the Pay- 
ments of the Five Lacks, to afford Time for the Arrival of Difpatchcs from England, which were 
to bring Orders for a total Change in this Government; and this, he was given to cxpedl, wouk) 
produce a Repeal of the Demand made upon him by the prefent Government. On intimating 
my Sufpicions of fuch a Dcfign to the Vakeel, be promifed he would write in fo effcdtual a Man- 
ner to his Mafter, as ffiould, without Fail, induce him to make an immediate Payment of the 
Subfidy. He, this Morning, informed me, that his Letter was difpatchcd on the 12th of this 
Month } its Effedl ought by tliis Tim# to have Iliewn itfiff. Sufficient Time will have been given 
to the Rajah to obey the Authority of the Board by the Arrival of the Orders wjjiich I have now 

propofed } 
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propofcd } and whether, in that Interval^he {hall ratify the Aft of his Vakeel or not, I Ihall con- 
fider of little Coorequencc. If the Board will fupport their own Authority, he Ihall be made to 
yield to it. 

“ Mr. Francis. — There is no Queftion, but the Rajah mull yield to the Power of this Govern* 
ment •, and I (hall be as ready as any Member of this Board, to fupport its Authority, as long 
as its Power is direfted by Jufticc. I did from the iirft exprefs a Doubt, whether we had ftriftly 
a Right to cncreafe our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which we ori^nally agreed 
to give him, which he confented to, and which, as I have conftantly underftood it, were made 
the fundamental Tenure, by which he held his Zemindary. If fuch Demands can bccncreafed upon 
him at the Diferetion of the fuperior Power, he has no Rights ; he has no Property ; or, at leaft, 
he has no Security for either. Inllead of F'ivc Lacks, let us demand Fifty •, and whether he re- 
fufes, or is unable to pay the Money, the Forfeiture of his Zemindary may be the immediate 
Confequcnce of it, unlcfs he can find Means to redeem himfelf by a new Treaty. Having this 
Opinion of the Demand itfelf, as it originally flood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me, 
that I IhoukI proceed with very great Caution in enforcing any Penalties, which may be propofcd 
to attend his not inftantly complying with it. It appears that the Engagements made by the Va- 
keel have not been confirmed by the Rajah •, and that the Vakeel had not even a Letter of 
Credence from his Maftcr. I know the Temper of black Servants too well to punilh their Princi- 
pals for any Afts done by them, or even to hold them bound by fuch Afts, if not exprefsly or 
virtually confirmed by themfelves. I do not mean by what I have faid, that the Board flrould give 
up the Demand, which they have already thought fit to make of the Rajah. That Rcfolution being 
pafTed, it only remains for us to take Care that it (hould be carried into Execution without Harfh- 
nefs or Violence. The Rajah muft pay the Money if he has it j but I cannot conceive, why we 
(hould infifl: on his paying it all at once. We do not inftantly want it ; and it may diltrefs him in 
the greateft Degree to part with fuch a Sum at a Angle Payment. My Opinion is tlicrefore, that 
the Liquidation of the prefent extraordinary Demand upon him (hould be fettled by Killbundyj 
and that he lltould be alTured at the fame Time, that this Board will not n-.ake any further De- 
mands upon him. Under fuch a Settlement, unanimoufly agreed to, it is not likely tl.at the R.ijah 
will delay or evade a due and regular Execution of it, from any Hopes he may conuc.ve ot futi re 
Relief by a Change in this Government. 

“ The Governor General.— The very Demand is itfelf a Proof that the Rajah expefts fuch Kelief *, 
and withRcfpcft to his Ability to pay the Sum fo long demanded from him, or even I'cn i Hies 
that Amount, I fpeak within Compafs, no Man can doubt of it. The Afts of the Mejonty of 
the Board are the Afts pf the Board. When thePerfon who is the immediate Objeft of them (lands 
fo high in the Public Ellimation, and holds Pretenfions, as it appears this Rajah does, to a Sove- 
reign and Independant Authority, fuch Afts once paft ought never to be revoked : The Demand 
made upon the Rajah was for immediate Payment, the Demand ought to be fupported rigklly but 
I will fo far yield to the NccclTity of the Times, weakening as it may prove to the Powers of this Go- 
vernment, at a Crifis, which of all others demand their moll vigorous Exertion, as to confent to a 
Compromife. The Rajah has requefted, that he may be allowed to pay the Sum required of Jiim 
by Inftalmcnts, within the Space of Six or Seven Months *, I will conlcnt to pardon his paft Contu- 
macy and Dilbbetlience, on Condition of his confenting to pay the entire Sum within Three 
Months, which Time will have elapfed before the Orders now fent to Mr. Graham can take Ef- 
feft, although not a Rupee (hall have been received, to that Period, of the Payments which, by 
his own Propofal, ought to be half completed. I dcfirc that what I have faid may not be inif- 
underftood. I mean only to (hew, that inftead of the Harlhncfs and Rigour which have been im- 
puted to this Government in its prefent Conduft to the Rajah, he has been treated with a Lenity 
almoft equal to the Subftance of his own Demands. I think it unnecelTary to reply farthi-r to 
Mr. Francis’s Minute, as I defire only to obtain his Confent to a Meafurc upon his own Prin- 
ciples, which I underftand to be, that a public Meafure, nay, even an Opinion of Govern- 
ment once palTcd, ought to be invariably fupported, even by thofe who oppofed it in the firll 
Inftance. 

“ Mr. Francis.— It is generally true that a Rcfolution of Government once palTed (hould be 
fupported ■, but, where the Rights of others are concerned, it is only true with this Provifo, that 
fuch Kefolutions are not direftly contradiftory to the Principles of Juftice, or to the voluntary and 
fundamental Engagements of the Government itfelf. This Board was already bound to the Ra- 
jah by certain Afts of their own, not carried by a Majority, but unanimoufly agreed to. I de- 
firc that they may be recorded in this Place, as I find them Hated in our Inllruftions to Mr. 
Fowke. 

“ Mr. Fowke, of the 24th Auguft J775I 

4. " It will be proper to afiure the Rajah, that we do not mean to increafe his Tribute, but 

to require from him the exaft Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, to be paid at Benares, 
** as he paid to the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah, befides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the 

Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him j the Whole to be difeharged by equal monthly Kids; 
“ and if wc (hould find it expedient hereafter to receive the Amount at the Prcfidcncy, a fuit- 
2 ' able 



in) 

“ aWe Dedtiftion, or Conuniffioni (hdl be diowed to him for the Eitpcnce and Rillt of tranf- 
•* porting or remitting it. * 

« 5ih. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company, we are determined to leave 
*• him the free and uncontrouled Management of the internal Qovernment of his Country, and the 
« Collcdion and Regulation of the Revenues, fo long as he adheres to the Terms of his Engagc- 
‘‘ ments, ahd will never demand any Augmentation of the annual Tribute which may be fixed.^ 

“ If the Opinions of the individual Members, who then compofed the Board, fliould be looked 
back to, I believe it wilt appear that the Amount of the Tribute was fixed at a higher Sum than 
the Governor General then thought the Rajah ought to pay. This, however, is immaterial •, I 
only mean to ihew that I adhere to my Principles, and that the Doubts which I have condantly 
exprefled of the Juftice of encreafing our Demands upon the Rajah, which, if done at all, may be 
done ad Uhitum^ were not ill found^. 

“ Governor General.^— I muft objcA to the Term “ unanimous,” applied to any Rcfolutioii 
pafled at the Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely becaufe my DilTcnt was not exprefled to 
It. The (Rotation from Mr. Fowke’s Iilftruftions related only to the fixed and annual Revenue, 
but could never be underftood to preclude that Right which every Government inherently polTcflcs 
to compel all its Dependencies to contribute, by extraordinary Supplies, to the Relief of extraordi. 
nary Emergencies ; but though it were granted that this Injunffion given to Mr. Fowke did extend 
to every Mode of Supply, dill the Argument will not apply to the prefent Queftion. The prefent 
Demand for the Subiidy, juft or unjutt, was made unanimoufly, and therefore, even on that Ground 
alone, ought to be unanimoufly fupported. 

“ Mr. Francis.-— Underftanding that the inflartt Payment of the Five Lacks is ftill to be de- 
manded in the Terms of the Firfl Propoficion, and that no Relaxation from thefc Terms Was in- 
tended, I am againfl the Motion. 

Mr. Wheler .— 1 am for the Queftion i but am further of Opinion, that it (hould be left to 
Ivir. Graham to determine whether to enforce Payment of the Sum required of the Rajah 
for the prefent Exigencies of Government by one Payment, or whether to receive it by different 
Inflallments, not exceeding Three Months from the F'irfl Payrnent to the Completion of the 
jWhole. 

“ Mr. Barwell.-i-The Fa&s that have been related to the Board by the Governor General, fpcak 
the abfolote NeceiTity of the Motion chat has been agitated. In thefe Sentiments it is incumbent on 
me to fupport it ; and I think, that, in Order to its full Efficacy, the Governor General (hould be 
empowers to purfue fuch Means as may fccurc the Government from a Polfibility of a further 
Difappointment. 

“ Governor General.— I cannot confent to the Qualification of the prefent Motion, recommended 
by Mr. Wheler, for the Realbns I havif already affigned. With refpeA to the Propofition implied 
in Mr. Barwell’s Minute^ I (hall take an early Occaflon to Offer my Sentiments upon it, defiring the 
SubjcA to reft here for the prefent. 

“ Mr. Francis.— If Mr. Barwell, in his Minute, means to give the Governor General, by his 
Voice, any Powers whatfoever, independent or excluflve of the Board, I muft requeft he will be 
pleaiixi to explain himfclf, I am fure that no fuch Powers can Ise wanted on the prefent 
Occafion. 

“ Governor General.— I beg that the Debatei which » now unnecelTary, may end. The Morn- 
ing has already* been loft in Words. As nothing more is propofed to be done, I hope it is unnecelTary 
that more of our Time (hould be confumed in inel^Ual Debates, even without a profelTcd 
Objeft. 

“ Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham : 

“ Sir, 

“ We have received your Letters of the 15th July, 9th Auguft, and 14th inflant. 

We cannot confent to the Requeft of Rajah Cheyte Sing, to be allowed to pay the Amount 
of his Subfidy, for the Expence of the prefent War for one Year, by monthly Kids. Our Orders 
communicated to him by the Governor General for the immediate Payment were pofitivc } we 
therefore confirm thofe Orders, and dirtd that on Receipt hereof you wait on the Rajah forth- 
with, and demand of liim, in Perlbn and byAVriting, the Payment of the full Sum of Five Lacks 
of Muchlidar Rupees, the Sum at which the Subfidy is fixed, in Specie to that Amount, to be made 
to you within Five Days of fuch Denfand t and declare to him in the Name of this Government, 
that his evading or negle^ng to accomplilh the Payment thereof within that Space, (hall be deemed 
equivalent to an abfolute Refufal i and in Cafe of his Noncompliance with your Demand, we per- 
emptorily enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourfe with him, until you (hall have advifed 
us of the Particulars of his Condud in this Inflance, and received our further Orders on the: 
Subj^. 

« We are, fitc. 

Warren Haftings, 

Richard Barweil, 

Philip Francis, 

Edward Wheler.”] 4 pll 

To 


“ Fort William, 
th? 28th September 1778. 


U 



To Mr. 
GrahAm* 


Mr. Barwril’s 
Minute on the 
Rffourccs of 
JBcngAl. 


( 78 ) 


To pioTc Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees by the Rajah Cheyt Sirtg. and an 
Acknowledgement of the Receipt thefeof ; 

Read, Extraft from Bengal Secret Confultation of the lath October 1778, be- 
ginning at Page 567 of the lame Book. 


“ Fort William, 12th O&ober 1778. 
“ At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourabk Warren Haftiogs, Governor General, Prefident. 
Philip Francis, \ 

Edward Whclcr, / 

Mr. Barwcll indifpofed. 

“ The Secretary lays before the Board the following Note from the Governor General : 


“ Sir, 

“ I herewith fend you Four Bills of Exchange, this Inllant delivered to me by Shekh Ally 
Vuckee, the Vackcel of Rajah Cheit Sing, being for Four Lacks and a Half of Rupees, which, 
with Fifty thoufand Rupees paid to Mr. Graham, complete the Sum of Five Lacks required of 
the Regah for the extraordinary Expences of this Year. 

“ Saturday Morning, 1 am, &c. 

Joth Oftober 1778. (Signed) Warren Haftings.’* 


“ Ordered, That the Bills be fent to the Treafury, and that the following Letter be written to 
Mr. Graham : 

“ Sir, 

“ Rajah Cheit Sing has, by Means of his Vakeel, remitted Bills of Exchange to us for the 
Sum of Four Lacks and Fifty thoufand Rupees, which, with the Amount paid into your Hands, 
will complete the Subfidy of Five Lacks, required as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War 
with France for the prefent Year : We therefore direft, that you refrain from the Execution of 
the Orders contained in our laR Letter. 

‘* We are, &c. 

“ Fort William, Warren Haftings. 

the i2th Oftober 1778. P. Francis. 

Edward Wheler.” 


To fliew what the Governor General’s Opinion was of the State of the Bengal 
Treafury at the Period above mentioned, the Witnefs was direfted to produce Book 1 3, 
intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, from 1 ft June to loth Auguft 177B.” 

Read, the following Extracts from Bengal Secret Confultation, loth Auguft 1778, 
beginning at Page 695 of the faid Book *. 


“ Fort William, the loth Auguft 177J. 
At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 
Philip Francis, 1 rjc • 

Edwrf WiKfcr, } 

Mr. Barwcll indifpofed. 


“ The Proceedings of the 6th inftant read and approved. Mr. Barwell having fent in the fol- 
lowing Minute to the Secretary, it was circulated agreeably to his Defire. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — In confidering the prefent State of the Treafury, a comprehenfive View is 
doubilcfs propofed of the aftual exifting Riches of the State to be commanded to any immediate 
Exigency of Government, and not depending on Events, or a Revenue, the Receipt of which 
m.iy be rendered precarious by the Approach of a foreign Enemy. — To eflfcft this, it will be nc- 
celfary to ftate in Account the real unappropriated Treafure, this Inftant in our PoflelTion : By un- 
appropriated Treafure, I mean all Sums of Money, whether in the Treafury of Calcutta, or elfc- 
whcrc, not fubjeft to the current Difburfements of Government, and totally diftinft from the 
Annual Revenue, which I (hail regard as appropriated to Civil and Miliury Purpofes, and to 
Remittances to Bombay and China : And to obviate Doubts as to the Sufficiency of this Al- 
lotment, I have annexed official Eftimates of the Receipts at the Prefidcncy for the Four 
enfuing Months of Auguft, September, OAober, and November. All polTible internal 


* The PdlT.gcs marked with this Bracket [, ami the Hand pointing to it, infra Page 82 — 3, are the PafTages 
in this Cunfulutioii which were at firft particularly referred to by the Managers for the Commons ; but Notice 
being taken that it was necelfary the Whole of the Eilimate Oiould be llatod, the Managen for the Commons 
faid they delivered iu the Whole as Evidence. 

2 Demands 
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Pmuids tbui IbeMlo be prorHed for, irebokf n tbiilb&ul the tbilowiiu Somi iomod 
Numbers. 


** Balances of Calcutta Treafuiy, w. . _ 

Balance in the Hands of the Paymafters, See, Military, ftated by the 
Paymafter General, ~ ~ _ aj, 00,000 

Dedudl; for all poflible Dilburfements fince the Board’s Call for a StatcT 
of their Balaiices — _ J 7iOo,ooo 


Cafli in the Hands of the PreTident of Oude ordered to the Prefi- 
dency, the Receipt of this Sum cannot be doubted, as it is en- 
tirely unappropriated to any Civil or Miliury Spence — 
Computed Batll or AITay, atleaft _ _ . 


32/30,000 

3 , 40,000 


54,00,000 


16,00,006 


35,20,000 


Total Amount of Government’s unapplied Calh — 1 05,20,000 

“ The reduced State of the Treafury, therefore, is merely ideal, and the Government is Wy in 
fuch Degree poor, as the Treafurc exifting hat been lefs concentered. I am againa the Loan.’; 



ACCOUNT KISTBUNDEE of the Provincial Councils for Four Months. 
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An ACCOUNT Charges, Civil, Military, and Advances for Inveftments, for Four Months. 
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Accomptant to the Revenue Department. ” 
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“ Total of the Kiftbundcc for 4 Months, or from Aug. to 

Dee. 1777 _ _ — — Rup* 97,30,116 10 6 I 

Deduft l ocal of Charges Civil and Miliur7, and advance ac- 
count Invellment — — , — — 47»87**5* 


Overplus Rupees — 50,12,965 10 6 i 

Add Receipts from Cheit Sing 

4 M", at 1,85,145, 6, 9 per M% is S‘ R* 7 » 40)588 n 

D', Board of Cullonis, tlliniated at what was received 
from thence in the 4 Months of laft Year 
D", Sea Culloins, D" — ■ — • 60,000 

*1,50,581 II 


Sicca Rupees — 

P' Cur' Rupees — 


— 61,63,547 5 6 I 

— 7 '« 49 > 7'4 H 5 Piece- 


Fort William, the 25th July 1778. 

Errors excepted. 

Charles Croftes, 

Accomp' Gen' to the Rev. Dep'.’* 

“ The Governor General having alfo fent in the following Minute, it was circulated. 

“ Mr. Francis has afiigned Two diftinft Motives for his Propofal of opening the Company’s 
Trcal'ury for a Loan' of 50 Lacks of Current Rupees, at an intereft of 5 per Cent. Firft, to Ic- 
» ure a Provifion againft a Deficiency in our ordinary Supplies. Secondly, to afford a Relief to 
the wealiliy Inhabitants, who, for the Want of fuch a Security for their Specie, might be induced 
to icerrte it. 

“ 'I'he other Ueafons enumerated by Mr. Francis depending on thefe, I fliall not feparately exa- 
mine them. 

“ la the firft Place, it appears to me that Mr. Francis has been mifled in his Computation of 
our acftual Means, by forming it entirely in the Amount in our Treafuries at the Prefidcncy, 
without taking any Notice of the Balances in the Provincial Treafuries, and in the other De- 
partments, in wliich they conftitute, or at Icaft ought to conftitute, as much a Part of our pre- 
Icnt .^flets, as if they were all depofited in the principal Treafuries. But this Error has been fo 
ably redified by Mr. Barwcll, that it is unncccfiTary for me to add arly Thing to his Obferva- 
tions. I lhall take up the Subjed in another Point of Light, and in that in which alone it can, 
according to my Conception of it, be regularly viewed, or indeed without involving it in infi- 
nite Intricacy, as the Debate upon the Means of the adual Hour muft be continually varying, and 
the Conclufions upon it, even while they arc forming, falfified by the Difference between the real 
and cftiniated Amount of each Day’s Receipts and Difburfements. 

“ I fliall therefore confidcr the Subjed in its Relation not to a partial Period, but to the whole 
Year, and ffiew that inftcad of the Deficiency which Mr. Francis apprehends, we lhall have a la-gc 
Supply of Cafh at the End of it, and that therefore any Addition made to it by a Loan, will not only 
lubjedt the Company to an unnecclfary Lofs of 2} Lacks of Rupees, but lock up the greater Part of 
the Amount from Circulation, into which it would probably be thrown by the ulual Means employed 
by Individuals of employing their Money to Advantage. 

[“ I have annexed to this Minute, a Copy of the Eftimate formed by our Accomptant of the 
probable Receipts and Difburfements for the whole Year. Having carefully examined the feveral 
. Articles on each Side of the Account, I fee no Caufe to doubt the Accuracy of any of them. But as 
feveral Orders have lately been pafled which will produce a confiderablc Addition to the Expcnccs 
of the Year, exclufive of thole ftated in the Eftimate, I lhall ftatc thofc in grofs Sums, eftimated 
beyond my Belief of their probable Amount, which, deducted from the Balance of the Eftimate, 
will Ihew the probable Sum in advance at the End of the Year. 

“ 1 lhall firft infert the Balance of the annexed Eftimate, being the fuppofcd"t 
Sum which will remain after dedufting all the probable Dilburfements from > 2,35,60,000 


our expeded Refources on the 30th April 1779, — 

1. Extraordinary Dilburfements not provided for by the Eftimate. 

2. Six Battalions of Sepoys, — — — 

3. Refolution and Charlotte — — — 

4. Marine — — — — 

5. Viflualling Stores — — — 

6. Stores of the Works — 

7. Native Artillery -- — — 

8. Additional Militia Sepoys _ — _ 

9. Other Contingencies — - — — 

Correfted Balance on the 3otli April 1779 — > 


Lacks 


10 

5 

5 

2 

It 

U 

if 


30,00,000 

2,05,60,000 

« It 



^ 8 } ) 

ditalLj sj “fe %•' K*^ S“ « •“ > ‘m 

much htoher the expeOcd Balance wUl be at leaft Tw Oorcs o? ^ 

Idea of Diftrefi, and of the confcqueni Neceflity of bSSing MowJ^relieve^ ««luding every 
*‘ I now come to the laft Argument, namely^ the Relief wK^k ;7 “i » j 
duals, who might otherwife be induaS to feewte theS Wealth ^To'thi/f”^*^ i“ 
pany's Treafury is always open for Depofits, and th«e U ?o Do«i ri5 ,k /'P’l’ C®*"' 

avail themfclves of fuch> Purity for Kir norwitt ‘K pS 0 ?“’^ 

as an Inducement, if their only Alternative was to entruft it to the FaUh andS^^ 
ment, without intereft, or to fecrcte it, and conceal it with eoual 5 oft «f i , a 
other Means of employing their Money with an Interefr nr ?«* k ^ fof 'f they have 

have before obferveS, Would bi aSSn ?o the Re^n nf^ « I 

cienU,“i;S MoS I. ftoSfdS rk„’Lw„‘’7taK"N“ * ’’r ‘ ^ “ '■“®- 

reives of lending Money to the Company on the Native Merchants are defirous them- 

Opinion, the Propofition Ihould come from them - if precIpiutX^frinf^ 
at this Time, occafion an Alarm, or conve^n Im^riLrurvS^^^^^^ 

W. H." 


•C9 
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** D' Abftraft of an Eftimatc of the probable Rcfourcea, and to balance 


Ca(h remaining in the following Departments on 30th April 1778. 
General Department. 


Civil, 

Military, by Eftimatc, 
Marine, 

Revenue Department 
Commercial Department, 


1,14,30,000 

30 , 00,000 

60,000 


- - S* R* 50,00,000 

Batta, 16 per Cent. 8,00,000 


1,34,80,000 


58.00. 000 

3 1.00. 000! 


To Receipts expefted in 1778-9. 

General Department. 

Civil. 

Draughts on Europe, - • 10,00,000 

Calcutta Cuftoms, - - 3,30,000 

Mint Duties, - - - 50,000 

Port Office Colle£lions, ... 50,000 

Rajah Cheit Sing’s Tribute, -■ 25,70,000 


2,13,80,000 


Military. 

Army* Subfidy, 

Marine. 

Sales of Naval Stores, 

Revenue Department. 

Receipts of Revenue as in 1777-8, 
Batta, 1 6 per Cent. 

Commercial Department. 

Import Sales, 

Export Sales, 

Ophium, - . - 

Sat Committee 


40,00,000 

34,60,000 

30,000 


74,90,00c 


2,44,00,000 

39,04,000 


-2,83,04,000 


18.50.000 
60,000 

- 9,00,000 

27.70.000 


Nabob Afibph ul Dowlah. Balance due from him 30th April 1778, 


55,80,000 



Current Rupees, 16,54,24,000 


14,13,74,000 

26,70,000 


Fort William, Auguft 1778. 
Errors excepted. 

(Signed) W"* LARKINS, 

Accountant General.” 

5 
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“ DifturfeideiitB of Bengal 0(»eninunt (mm ift May, lyyS. to joth Aprii, 1779. 
By Dilburfenoents expedted in 1778-9. 


iSfCofioo 

4a00,000 

2tOO,OdO 

9,00,000 


General Dmrtment. 

Civil Chai^ as in 1777-8, . . 

Military. 

Paymafters to the Army, i 
Milittry Stores, . 1 

Garrifon Provifions, 

Fortifications and Buildings, - 

Marine. - . ^ 

Revenue Department. 

Dilburlcmenu as in 1777-8. 

Charges, . . • 

Stipends and Allowances, 

Salt, - • • . 

Ophium, L . i 

Salt Petre, , L . 

S* R* 

Batta, ifi per Cent. 

Lord Clive’s Jaghire, ^ 

Commiflion on the Revenues. 

Two Years will be due; ; * S 

Comiriercial Department. 

Suppofe, - : . : 2 t 

Extraordinary Difburfemind which iliay take place in i778-o." 
Account Depofits, . . . . . 

Mayor’s Court, D’ ..... w 
Commiflion due to Gendril Coote, - ' 

Bonded Debt, . . 'l 2 " Z 

Supplies to other Preddcncies. 

Bombay, . . : ; : 

Canton, 

Madras, - . , , " 

Bcncoolen, . . 

St. Helena, . 2 * . : 


a 8,00,000 


-1,00,00,000 
5,00,000 


" 1 , 33 . 00,0001 


46,45.<ioo 

* 9 . 75.000 

4,60,000 

6,00,000 

ao,ooo 

77,00,060 

14,34,000 • 

' ' - 89,32,600 
. a,6o,ooo 


1,98,060 


- 93 » 90 »ooo 
1,40,00,000 


8,io,6ocJ 

*,5*.ood 

40,000 

4,oo,ooca 


3.66,90,00^ 


15.00. 006 

10.00. 000j 

10.00. 000j 

a,5o,ooc4 

io,0oo| 


By Balance Unappropriated; z 

Current Rupees, 


14.ci8i006 


37 i^.ooo 


4,18,58,000 

2 , 35 »< 56 ,ooo 


l6,54,»4,ooo 


Y 
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Mr. Prancis replies to the above Minute as follows i 

“ Mr. Francis.— The Confiderations which led me to think, that, in our prefent Circumilances, 
a Loan of Forty or fifty Lack might be an advileable M^uie, and to rcoomincod it to the 
Board as a C^cllion worthy at leaft of their Deliberation, were founded on Two Data, which I 
conceived were not difputed. 

“ The firft is a matter of Fad, capable of immediate Proof the fecond is a Suppoilttod^ fo far 
admitted by the Board, that it has already been the Ground of fever^ inaportant Reflations. 

“ It is a Fad, for which I appeal to theSute of the Treafury, ligiicd Iw Mr. Crofts, that we 
have this Day no more than Current Rupees 37,15,131, applicable » the Company’s Service, in 
Which Sum is included 2,99,199 in Bullion uncoined, and 4,84,7*6 in Paper Security. 

“ The thole Balance in the Treafury is — — 50,09,314:2 

« DeduR the Depofits — — 12,94,183 


“Remains — — - — 37 »i 5 ,t 3 i :2 

“ Inflead df this Sum, the Balance is Rated by Mr. Barwell to be 54,00,000. He alfo Rates the 
Balances in the Hands of the PaymaRers at 16,00,000, calculated, as I.prcfume, from the Balance 
which was injtheir Hands at the End of April. By a Computation, with which the PaymaRcr 
General has this Day furnilhed me, it appears that the Balances, which they will have at the End 
of this Month, will not exceed Current Rupees 5,37,702. 

“ When Mr. Middleton’s Remittance Riatl arrive. Credit may be taken for it in the State of the 
Treafury. In the mean time it is fo ipuch Bullion uncoined, the Produce of which cannot beafeer* 
tained, nor db I ftippofe chat any Fart of it will be coined thefe Six Months. The Suppofition to 
which I have; alluded is, that Bengal will be invaded. On this Principle we have augmented our 
Army , on this Principle we ought to provide Rich Refources for fupporting a War as cannot be 
alFeftcd by the Events of ,ihc War itlclf. I was not unacquainted with the general State of our 
Revenues, or the Refources which we might realonably depend on in a Time of Peace and Tran- 
quility, though my Reliance on ERimates is by no Means implicit. ‘But the Cafe of an Invafion of 
this Country |uppofcs a ve^y. 4 iRfr(rnt State of Things $ and for my own Part, I have no Doubt it 
would be follpwed by a.gcncfitl Failure in the Collections .— 1 would not truR the Defence of Ben- 
gal, on which the ExiRence of the EaR India Company, and I fear, the public Credit of the 
Nation, may* at this T^me depend, to any Refources which we abfolutcly have not in our 
P^RcHion, tfpccially when Security may be purchafed at an Expcnce fo very trifling, that, in my 
Judgment, it, docs not deferve a MomerH’sConfidcraiioB.— The Money. fo be borrowed would not 
be taken out pf-CiriCukition, though it RioOld.lye untouched in our Treafury } becaufe, in the Cale 
fuppofed, it would alfuredly be byried,^or otherwife fccrcted by the Owners. Neither do 1 admit 
that in any Cafe Money borfowed by Government is a Lofs to Circulation, Rnce their Bonds repre- 
fent and perform the Office of Specie, to the Amount of the'Sum borrowed, and even with greater 
Convenience than the Specie itfeif. I do not know what the Governor alludes to, when he denies 
that a Loan would be any Relief to the Natives, as if I had recommended it on that Ground, or 
for that Purpofe. My ObjcR is direRly the Security of the Government, and collaterally to infure 
to us, in all Eveots, the Attachment of ib njany wealthy Individuals. They will not offer their 
Money to us for nothiqg. For a moderate IntcreR they probably will. If not, ic is a Sign our 
Credit is not very good ac.prefent. In Tipe of aRual DiRrefs the Meafurc will be impraRicable. 

“ P. F.” 

‘ ** Mr. Barwell and the Governor General enter their Replies to the foregoing Minute, as fol- 
low: 

“ Mr. Barfcll. — In cQnfideriqg Mr.Prancis’s Queflion, Whether, in our prefent CircumRances, a 
Loan of Forty or Fifty Lack might be an advifeable Meafurc, I confine myfelf to FaRs, which, 
i|t my Judgment, appear ample and concluRve. I did not think it ncceffary to Rate, with the 
Correftnefs of an Accomptant, the aRual Wealth exiRing, independent of the current Revenue 
and Balance of the Provincial Treafuries} my Argument did not require it; all I aimed to prove, 
and to infiR upon, was, iR. That the Rupees locked up, and which might be applied to the Exi- 
gencies of the Government without encroaching on the current Revenue, amounted to a Sum not 
Riort of a Million Sterling. The ad Fa6t I inuRed upon was, that the current Revenue was more 
than fufficienc to anfwer the Appropriation of it to the InvcRment, to the Civil and Military 
Charges of our Government, and to the Annual Remittances to Bombay and China. 

“ The 2(1 Fa6t is not denied by Mr. Francis; for he has fuegeRed, that the Receipts of the Re- 
venue may be rendered precarious, whenever thefe Provinces ihatl be invaded by a foreign Enemy. 
He docs not exprefs a Doubt of our Receipts being regular and uninterrupted, until fo impro- 
bable an Event (hall take place. This is all 1 alk; and if this is granted, it follows, that the iR 
Faft on which I ground my Objeftion to the Loan, is eRablifhed beyond the Poffibility of Con- 
tradidlion ; nor is it fufficient to oppofe to it, that the Balance of the Calcutta Treafury from 
54,32,808, at which it Rood the 2iR ultimo, as Rated by Mr. Francis the 23d, has, to the loth in- 
Rant, been reduced to 50,09,314 : 2 ; or that by the End of this Month, or iR September, the Ba- 
lance of Sixteen Lacks, which I Rate againR the PaymaRers, &c. Military, will be reduced to 

5 * 37.708 
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5,37.^». baaufc it wiU Inftwtly to fo partial a Rcprcfcntation, that the current Reve- 

nue being admitted thw fuffiewt fw every bilburfement of Government, an equal Sum 

«mmediately in Calcutta, in our other rrtafur“eT 
to^ly diftiDft fa)m the i^ppiopiW^f the, 'Revenue, and applicable only to extraordinary Oc! 
caHons. I lhall not q‘«‘ft»on the Compotatwn of the Military Paymafter General, which Mr 
Francis intimatos he la pofleflM of, becaufe I do not know the Grounds on which it is made x Ud 
I do not conceive it of any Confequence whether the Computation is carried on. only One Month 

'Si".'* Member/of the filxl 

wiU begeafed to Iwk in» the Book lying on the Table, containing the Statements of the Pro- 

vincwl Treafunes, it will mftantly ftrike their Obfervation, that an equal Sum for Military Charts 
havingbcen reguUrlyeftimatcd in the prqbable Dilburfements of each Month, from the tft Ke 
to.^ ift July, fuch Sums muft either have been iflued Account Military, or remain iii 
the Treafunes unrflued. In the Firft Cafe, it will mereafe the Balance in the HantU of the Pav 
maftew j in the ^nd, add to the Balance in the Treafurics. The Nature of the Faft cannot be 
a^^tcred j and it is of bttlc Moment to infift whether the cxifting Wealth is in the Hands of th. 
Paymafters, pr in out Treafunes. 

The Remittances from Mr. Middleton being Rated only as fo much Bullion, may polT.bly lead 
the Gentlemen in the Dircaion to fuppofe it cannot be immediately applied : To obviate fuch an 
Error, it is proper they fliould be Informed, that this Bullion is lb much foreign Coin Coin that no 
Individual^Mll refufe at the Affay Valuation, with an adequate Allowance for Charts of Rc 
coinage. The Regulation of Government to reduce every Specie of Rupees to One Standard it 
is true, carriM all the foreign Com from our Treafury to the Mint j but the Recoinaac is rather 
a pohticid than an indifpenflble Operation j for it may be deviated from at any Tinie and on 
anyOKafion, wuhotitthc leaftDiftrefs or real Lofs to Government. The whole ReaJbning on 
the pifturcd Pwerty Of Government being confined to the Wealth lodged in the TreHlurv of 
Calcutta, would feem to deny the real Exiftence of One Half of the Amount wc aftuallv nofTelV 
Tht hft from Mr. MiddloM of .he ...h July, iolorm. us, .h.t oo 3 « .0^1 , 7 . 
l^ce of our Treafury was 7.; a.^e ' , or Calcutta Currency 40,a5;4oa : a • 0. 

that he had remitted Twenty Lacks P^reitoency, ^ ^ ^ 

. « Though I muft infift that wc polftft the Wealth I ftated in my Minute of the 8th inftant. vet 
It IS not ncccflary to my Argument agairift the Loan. , ^ 

« Our Treafury in the lower Station at the Prefidcncy, Mr. Francis ftates 


now at 

“ Our Treafury in the upper Station at Oude 


■— 50 » 09 » 3 ' 4:2 

— 4 t>> 35.492 : 2 ; 9 




The Aggregate is 90,44,806 : 4 ; 9 

^ ^ '"*‘^** Government, and fufficient to convince the moft 

prepoffclTed, that under the prcfcnt Circunjftancet of our Government a Loan of Forty or Fifty 
Lack IS not an advifeable Meafure. / 

“ That my Silence to the propofed Irivafionof the Provinces by the French may not be Cort- 
ftrued into a tacit Acquiefccncc in the Probability of fuch a Meafure, > I declare I do not believe 
luch an Invafion will be attempted ; yet however improbable the Attempt, it is not impofliblc » 
and upon this Prmciplc alone toat we ftwuld be guarded againft all pofllble Events, I have con- 
curred in the late Military Arrangem^t^j . 

Governw General— I agree ^tirify in the Opinions exprefled in fhe preceding Minutr, 
and , think it neceflai^ to add my particular Concpritnce to the concluding Paragraph, as confo- 
nant to my n^peated Declaration on Record.” j* 8 F > n 

To prove that the Demand of Five ^.acks from Rajah Cheyt Smg was repeated in the 
Year 1779, the Wttnefs pfoduced Book aa, intituled, » Bengal Secret Confulta- 
tioos, from the 7th June to the a3d December 1779.” 

Read, the following Extraa, from a Confultation pf the 19th July 1770, beginning 
at Page 206 of the fame Book. 7 j / //y» a 6 

* ItJf 

[“ Fort William, 19th July 1779. 

** At a Council ; Prefent, 

‘ The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 

Richard Barwell,-'! 

Philip Francis, I Efquires. 

Edward Whcler, j 

.. -TL Ts « .. Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cooteindifpofed. 

fne Proceedings of the 8th inftant read and approved. 

, “ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

having been refolved in Secret Confultation, 9th July I778, « That 
w ^ requwed in Form to contribute his Share of the Burthen of the pre- 

font War with ^cc, by the ^ablifliqpcnt of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raffed 

* and 
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To Mr. 
Graham. . 


and maintained at his Expence »*' and the Amount of the Subfidy fixed hj the Board in Confulta* 
tion, of the lytli Augud following, and agreed by him to be paid for One Year, being Five 
Lacks of Mucklidar Kuper»i aS the Year is itow e^red, I move that he be at this Time re- 
quired to contribute the like Sum, as his Share of the rf the War for the current Year. 

“ Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofal. 

“ Kefolved, that the following Letter be written io MK Graham. 

“ Sir, 

“ The Period of One Year, for which Rajah Cheit Slog coiitributed the Sum of Five Lacks of 
Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War #ith France for the laft Tear, 
being expired, and the War dill continuing, we find it neceffary to maintain the fame Force, and 
to require, that the Rajah fhall be at his Snare of the Expcncc t ybU will therefore at this Time 
demand from him Payment of the above Sumi as his Proportion ttf tbC Charge fOr the cUitenc 
Year, and remit the Amount of it to us. 

“ Fort William, 19th July 1779. We arc, ^ 

“ Agreed, that the Governor General be requeded to write to Rajah Cheit Sing, acquainting 
him that ihe Period of One Year, for which he agreed to pay Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, 
as his Share of the Burthen of the War with France on the 17th Auguft 1778, is expired t snd 
as the Continuation of the War makes it dill neceflary to maintain the fame Edabiifhment of 
Troops for the Defence of the Country, the Board deem it requifite that he Ihould at this Time 
contribute the further Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Charge for 
the current Year , Mr. Graham has therefore been direded to apply to him for the fame. 

Warren Haftings, 

F. Francis. 

Edward Whelcr.’* 


To prove that the abovementioned Demand of 5 Lacks was tnodeftly difputed by the 
Rajah t that the Right of making itVras ^|ain denied by One of the Council j and 
that the Demand was enforced by a Military Force 1 
Read, the following Extrads from Bengal Secret Confultatioii of thfc a6th bf AuguD; 
1779. beginning Page 286 of the fame Book. 


Secret Dep, 
Thursday. 


Read and apbror^d the Proceedings of the i6th Inftant* 

“ Read the following Letters from Mr. Thomas Graham. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Immediately on the Receipt of your rionourable Board^i Litter of the 19th illtimo, dl- 
reding me to demand of Rajah Cheyt Sing Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar 
Rupees, as his annual Proportion of the Burthen of the prefent War with France, I waited 
upon him, a^ at the fame time that 1 communicated the Orders of your Honourable Board to 
myfelf, I delivered to him the Honourable the Governor General’s Letter to him in CohHrmatioh 
thereof. He then gave me for Anfwcr, that he had not the Ability to difeharge the Demand. 
As this was fimilar to the Anfvwr he gave me when I demanded Payment of his Subfidy for the 
lait Year, I did not confider it as a definitive one, and therefore continued in renewing my 
Demand every Second Day , finding, however, that he holds to the Terms of his firft Reply, 
and lining no Probability of a Ipeedy Change in his Sentiments, 1 am unavoidably reduced to the 
Neceffity of applying for your Honourable Board’s further In(lru 61 ions on this Head. Until they 
arrive, I ihall follow the Orders already lent me, by repeating my Requeft for Payment every 
Second or Third Day. 

“ Benares, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

the 1 6th Auguft 1779. « (Signed) Tho* Graham, Refideni.” 


“ Fort William, 26th Auguft 1770. 
At a Council j Prelent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Frefident i 
Richard Barwell, 1 
Philip Francis, i Efquircs, 

Edward Wheler, J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 
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• « O' Rajah Cbeyt Sing in Ac^unt of Revtnue with the Honourable Company. 


C' 


Auguft 

4th 

To Account Revenue 




1779. 


By Amount Revenue 





due this Day from 






received from the 





the Rajah, being the 






Rajah, being in full 





Amount of his ift 






of his ift Kill, as 



tif 


Kill Calcutta Sicca 






follows : 



frli- 


Rupees. 




Auguft 

5 

Received this Day - 

40,000 




185,145 6 16 t. 

i. 98 > 43 > 

4 , 

J 

n 


8 

>3 

D» D' - 

D* D* - 

45.000 

15.000 









14 

D» D' - 

21,500 


1? 








D* D» - 

76,931 

4 



Standard CouHhay Ropcei, 

i> 9 * 43 » 

4 

xt 



Standard Ooarlhay Ruptw, 

i»9*.43> 

4 


Benares, the 15th Augud 1779. 


Errors excepted. 

THOMAS GRAHAM, Rcfidcnt.’’ 


[“ Read a Letter from Rajah Cheyt Sing as follows 1 

“ From Rajah Cheyt Sing, received 27th Augud 1779. 

“ I have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment of Five Lacks of Rajah chert 
Rupees on Account of the Expence of the War for the prefent Year, and underdand its ^'"8* 
Contents. 

“ My Situation is well kni^wA’ to you, and'^I aflure you, without Referve, that I have no 
Ability left, nor is there any Mode of Relief fo> me but in the Exertion of your Favour. I am 
fully convinced, that it is your Defire, who arc my Mader, to fupport me your Servant j and lad 
Year, you direded Sheik Ally Ncecky, that I Ihould by any Means, by difpofmg of my Effeds, ’ 
or by borrowing, make this one Payment, and I diould not be called on in future, and that you 
would take every Means for my Advantage and Support. 

“ I accordingly put in Pradice every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the Rc- 
quifition. It is now abfolutely out of my Power to raife the Sum required, and I am therefore 
hopeful that you will be kindly pleafed to excufe me the Five Lacks now demanded, and that 
nothing may be demanded of me beyond the Amount exprefled in the Pottah, which, through 
■ your Favour, I obtained from the Honourable Englifh Company. 

“ This Raje and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts of your Highnefs. I have judged 
it necelTary to reprefent to you my Inability and hclplefs State.” 

“ Governor General. — I move that the Commander in Chief be defired to illue an Order for the 
March of Two Battalions of Sepoys from the neared Station of the Army, excepting the firft 
and temporary Brigades, to Benares, on the Requifition of Mr. Graham, and there to remain for 
the further Orders of the Board. “ That the whole Expence of this Detachment, from the Day of 
its March, be exafled from the Rajah of Benares. That this Refolution be communicated to him 
by the Governor General, and that the Rcfidcnt be ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating 
his Demand for the Sum required j and, in cafe of his Rcfufal, or Non-compliance with hia 
Demand, to give immediate Notice to the OIEccr in Command of the Detachment, that he may 
inarch accordingly. 

“ Sir Eyre Coote, — Agrees to the Motion,’ 

“ Mr. Wheler.— I am againft it. 

” Mr. Francis.— I never approved of the additional Demand beyond his ftipulated Tribute. 

I cannot therefore concur io the Meafure propofed; I firmly believe it to be unnecelTary, even for 
its avowed Purpofe 1 anfjl 1 am very much afraid, that it will be attended with Confequences 
ruinous to the Rajah, an<f to his Country. That Country is now one of the richeft Jewels we 
poflefs. The great Revenue we draw from that Country may be permanently fccured under mild 
and equitable Treatment. Meafures of a diiferent Nature may extort more for a Moment, but 
they will ruin the future Refource. 

“ Mr. Barwell— -It refts with the Rajah himfelf to difeharge his Quota of the Expence of the 
War voluntarily, or to be compelled to it. I agree to the Motion. 

“ Governor General. — ^Benares is not a Jewel in our Pofleflion, if we leave the Rajah an Option 
to obey or difobey the Orders of his fuperior Government, and to maintain himfelt in the Inde- 
pendency of a tributary Prince. As to the Ruin pretended from this Order, the Terms of the 
Queftion itfelf put it in his Power to prevent even the Execution of the Ordv) and more I ihtU 
not at this Time fay upon the Subjedb } I may hereafter. 


Z 


“ Agreed 



»th July, 


*6th Aug. 
aoth Sept. 
aSth Od, 
lA Nov. 
fith Nov, 


* Sic in Orig. 
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« Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion, and Rcfolved, That the Commander in Chief be 
requellcd to give Orders to Major Carnac^ or the Officer in Command of hit Detachment, for the 
March of Two Battalions of Sepoys to Benares, on the Requifition of Mr. Thomas Graham, 
the Refident there, and to remain at that Place for further Orders. 

“ Refolvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham. 

“ Sir, 

“ We have received your Letter of the t6th inftant, acquainting us that Rajah Cheit Sing 
had declined to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees, which we required Or him, as his Proportion ot 
the Expcnces of the War for the current Year. 

“ Having judged it ncceflaiy to make this Claim, which was fuggefted to us by the Exigency 
of the Cafe, we cannot admit of any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exempt him from it; 
Orders have, therefore, been fent to Major Carnac, or the Officer in Command of his Detach* 
ment, to march to Benares immediately, on your Requifition, with Two Battalions of Sepoys, 
and to wait our further Orders at that Place. We have thought this Step neceflary, for the 
Purpofe of compelling the Rajah to pay the Quota required of him in cafe of Neceffity, and we 
dired that you repeat your Demand, and infill on his Compliance. If the Rajah ihould Hill con- 
tinue to objedl to your Claim, and refufe Payment, you are to require the Officer in Command 
of the Detachment, to march immediately, in Conformity to our Orders, and advife us of your 
Proceedings. 

“ We hope, however, that you will not be reduced to proceed to this Extreme, as it would 
oblige us to increafe our Demands on the Rajah, by exacting from him the whole Expence of 
the Detachment from the Day of its March, in Addition to our original Claim. 

“ We arc, &c. 

“ Fort William, Warren Hallings. 

the 26th Auguft 1779. P. Francis. 

Edw‘ Whelcr."] 

The Managers for the Commons obferved, that there appeared to be a Miftake in 
the Day on which the Letter from the Rajah Cheyt Sing is Itated to be received, namely 
the 27th Aug. 1779, the Date of the Confultation in which it is entered being 26th 
Aug. 1779 j— that poflibly it ought to be 17th Aug. 1779. 

Then they acquainted the Houfe, that they had propofed in'the next Place to fliew the 
Dates of the different Payments of the laft-mentioned Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees 
by the Rajah Cheyt Sing; but undcrAanding the Accounts were not at Hand, they 
would proceed to fliew the Acknowledgement of the Council that they had received 
this Sum. 

The Witnefs produced Book 25, intituled, *' Bengal Letters received from lA Feb. 
1779 to 3d March 1780.” 

Read, the 41 A and 42d Paragraphs of a Secret General Letter from the Governor 
General and Council in Bengal, to the Court of Direftors, dated Fort William, 14th 
January 1780, and received on the 28th of July 1780 ; beginning Page 95 of the faid 
Book. 

“ Triplicate, Secret General Letter, dated 14th January, Fort William, 1780. 

“To the Court of Directors. 

“ 41. We thought it necefiary and confident to demand a further Contribution of Five Lacks 
of Rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing, for his Part of the Expenccs of the War for the current 
Year, being the fame Sum as he paid towards that End for the lad Year. 

“ The Rajah drongly pleaded his Inability to comply with this Demand, and even fuf&red us 
to fend Two Battalions of Sepoys from Dinapore to Benares, to enforce the Payment, before he 
would grant it ; at length, however, with much Difficulty, the Amount was received from him, 
added to a Penalty of 20,000 Rupees, for the Expences of the Two Battalions until their Ar- 
rival at Benares. 

“ 42. We lhall make but this fliort Obfervation upon the ConduA of the Rajah, That whither* 
it proceeded from the Apprehenfion of cdablilhing a Precedent for exceeding the Sum of his an- 
nual and dipulated Revenue, or from a Senfe of Independency, it was equally unreafonabk, 
and an ungrateful Return for the Benefits which he has been allowed to derive from the Com- 
pany’s ProtcAion. 

t* We are, 

Honourable Sirs, 

“ Fort William, “ Your mod faithful 

14th January 1780.’ “ Humble Servants, 

Warren Hadings, , 

P. Francis. 

Edw‘ Whcler.* 


Then 
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Then the Witnefs produced Book 14, intl!ulcd, “ No. 4, Perfian Public Corre* 
fpondence. Letters recwed from the ift January to the 31ft December 1779.” 

Read, Two Letters, one from the Rtyah Chite Sing to Mr. Graham, received on 
40th S«)tember 1779 j the other, from the Rajah to the Governor General, inclofed 
in the foregoing. 

** From Rajah Chite Sing to Mr. Graham, aoth September 79. 

« I received your Letter about the Five Lacks of Rupees, and underftand the Contents. I 
have before made known to you my diftrefled Situation that I have not Power to comply, and I 
have alfo lent an Arzie in Anfwer to the Letter from the Prefence which you delivered to me. I 
have no Power to comply \ I difeharge the Revenue according to the Pottah granted by the 
Sirkar. I am hopeful that this Order may be revoked, for which Purpofe I have alfo written 
an Arzie to the Prefence, and requeft that you will oblige me by difpatching it without Delay.” 

» Enclofure in the foregoing. 

»• From Rajah Chite Sing to the Governor General. 

“ Every Two or Three Days am I called upon to pay Five Lacks of Rupees. Your gracious 
Letter, on this SubjeA, honoured me by its Arrival. I have difpatched an Arzic in Anfwer, 
which will have been prefented to you. In Obedience to your Order, 1 lad Year, by every 
Means, and borrowing from all Quarters, raifed the Sum, and at that Time you promifed that it 
Ihould not happen again. I have it not in my Power at prefent. You have before honoured me 
with the Title of Son, and regarding me as your Son you have protefted me. 1 am therefore 
hopeful that 1 may be cxcufed from this Requifition." 

The Managers for the Commons being afkcd. What was the Date of the Letter 
from the Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor General, acquainted the Houfe, That the 
Perfian Letters have no Date. 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, they would next proceed to read the 
Anfwcrs to the foregoing Letters. 

The Witnefs produced Book 23, intituled, “ Secret Department, Perfian Corre- 
fpondence, Letters written from the ift January to the 31ft December 1779.” 

Read, a Letter from the Governor General to Rajah Chite Sing, dated September 
25, 1779, beginning at Page 42, of the faid Book. 

“ To Rajah Chite Sing. 

“ Written 2‘5th September 1779.' 

« I have received your Letter, from the Contents of which, as well as from the Letters of Mr. 

Graham, and the Copy of a Letter which you wmte to that Gentleman, and which he tranfmitted 
for my Infpeftioii, it appears but too clearly, that inftead of a chearful Compliance with the 
Requifition of this Government, in the immediate Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees 
as your Share of the Expence of the War for the preftnt Year, a Requifition which the great 
Burden of Expence under which the Company labour for the Defence of the Country renders 
neceflary, and to which you, as a Subjeft of theirs, are bound to contribute, have thought proper, 
under the Plea of Inability, which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amufe the Rcfidcnt 
with vague and diftant Promifes, meaning probably to protfiif, if not entirely evade, Payment of 
the Sum required of you. In a Letter which I lately wrote you, I informed you, in exprefs’ 

Terms,. that this Government neither could or would recede from fo reafonablc a Demand, and 
added, that in cafe of no Compliance on your Part, Mr. Graham was authorized to fummon a 
Detachment of our Forces to enforce our Orders if it Ihould be found neceflary. This, I hoped, 
would have opened • Eyes, and induced you to relinquilh a Conduft which muft, if purfued, *SieinOrij. 
bring the greateft Difadvantages on you ■, but fincc even this Intimation of our Determination has 
proved ineffedual, I now think it neceflary to inform you, that we have deflred the Commander 
in Chief to difpatch Major Carnac with the Detachment under his Command to Benares, there 
to wait our further Orders i he will accordingly begin his March immediately, unlefs the Rcfidcnt, 
in the mean Time, from the aftual Receipt of the Subfldy, ftiall inform him that it is unneceflary 
for him to proceed further *, and you will DC pleaied to oSferve, that Ihould you force us to a Mea- 
fure fo contrary to our Wiflics, the whole Expence of the Detachment, from the Time of its 
March, will be required from you, cxclafive of the Subfldy for the War.” 

Notice being taken by the Houfe, that the Anfwer juft read from the Governor 
General to the Letter of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, referred to a Letter from Mr. Graham, 
the Refident at Benares, inclofing the faid Letter of the Rajah to the Governor 
General ; and the Houfe being dcfirous to know what was the Date of Mr. Graham's 
Letter fo referred to, the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that 
6 they 
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they had not Mr. Graham’s Letter at Hand, and hoped the Houfc would not be fur- 
prifed, if, in fo voluminous a Correfpondence, they were not immediately prepared 
with every Thing required. 

Then the Managers for the Commons were proceeding to (hew the Demand made 
upon the Rajah in the Year 17H0 j when they were alked by the Houfe, if they were 
jirepared to give an Account of the Dates of Payment by the Rajah in each Year, of 
the Sum demanded, as they had propofed. 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwcr, That the Letter from the Governor 
General to the Court of Direftors, dated 14th January 1780, admitted the Pay- 
ment of the Five Lacks, and of the additional Sum of 20,000 Rupees, charged 
upon the Raj all for the Expcnce incurred by the March of the Military Force 
againR him. 

To prove, that the Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees was again repeated in the Year 
1780, the Witnefs produced Book 26, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council from a9th 
February to 24th July 1780.” 

Read, the following Extract from Bengal Secret Confultation of the aad June 
1780, beginning Page 503, of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the 2 2d June 1780. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General j 
Philip Francis, 1 • 

Edward Wheler, J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 


“ Governor General. — The Period of Two Years, for each of which the Rajah of Benares, at 
the Rcquifition of the Board, has contributed the Sum of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees, 
as his Proportion of the Burden of the War with France, being nearly expired, and that War 
Bill continuing, I move, that he be now called upon to contribute the like Sum, as his Share of 
the Expcnce of it for the Current Yeai. 

“ Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion. 


“ The following Letter is, in Confcquencc, written to the Refident at Benares.” 


“ To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

» Sir, 

“ The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has contributed the Sum of 
Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France 
being nearly expired, and the War Hill continuing, we find it neceflary to maintain the fame 
Force, and to require that the R.ajah fhall be at his Share of the Expence j we therefore direft, 
that you Demand from him Payment of the above Sum, as his Proportion of the Charge for the 
current Year, and remit the Amount of it to us. 

“ Fort William, “ We arc. See." 

a2d June 1780. 


The Managers for the Commons being afked. Whether any Objeftion was made by 
any of the Council at the above Confultation of the 22d June 1780, to the Renewal of 
the Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees from the Rajah for the enfuing Year ? anfwered. 
None, that they could find. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 27, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations 
from 13th July to 7th September 1780.” 

And the Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, That the Paper they 
were now about to produce was to prove two Things : The one, an Acknowledgement 
of the Receipt of One Lack of Rupees, remitted to the Council at Calcutta by Mr. 
Fowke the Refident at Benares the other, an Order of the Board, diredting the Re- 
fident, when he received the Remainder, to fend it to Colonel Caraac, who, the 
Managers for the Commons Rated, in Anfwer to a Queftion put to them by the Houfe, 
was at that Time either in the Province of Malwa, or going to it. 

Read, the following Extradls from Bengal Secret Confultation of tlie 7th September 
1780. 


“ Fort 
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“ Fort William the /th September 1780. 

*• At a Council j Prefcnr, 

The Honourttble Warren Haftings Governor General, Prefident » Cont 

Edward Wheler Efquire, 
and 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 

Mr. Francis indirpofed. 

“ Read the following Letter from the Refident .at Benares. 

** Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

« In obedience to your Orders of the aad ultimo, I have demanded of Rajah Cheyt Sing the 
Sum of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burden of the pfelent War 
with France. The Rajah has defired me to inform you of his intire Subniinion to Commands. 

He has promifed to pay One Lack of this Amount within a few Days. 1 (hall immediately ad- 
vife your Honourable Board of the Receipt of it { and (hall remit it upon the mod advantageous 
Terms, I can obtain. I lhall likewife urge the Rajah, in the llrongeft Manner polTible, to ul'e the 
utmoft Expedition in the Difcharge of the remaining Part. 

" I have herewith the Honour to inclofc you 14 Bills of Exchange, for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees, 1,61,819:4: 13: i, drawn in Favour of the Honourable Company, as per ac- 
companying Invoice, being the Balance on Account of Rajah Cheite Sing’s Kill, due the 4th In- 
ftant, after Deduftion of the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn’s Monthly Allowance of Standard Gout- 
fliay Rupees 25,000. 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, with the greateft Refpeft, &c. 

“ Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke, 

“ 21 July 1780. Refidcnt at Benares.” 

^ “ [Read another Letter, as follows, from the Refident at Benares. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ The Raja having completed the Payment of his Tribute for the lad Year, I do myfclf the 
Honour to tranfmit, tor your Infpedion, an annual Account Current of the fame •, and likewife a 
Kidbundy of the Payments to be made by the Rajah on Account of his Tribute for the enluing 
Year. 

“ I have received the Honour of your Commands of the 13th Ultimo, refpefting the Payment 
of the Nabob Saudet Ally’s Stipend, and have accordingly deduced from the lall Month’s Al- 
lowance, the Difference of Batta on the Sums I have iffued, amounting to B’ S* R’ 13,519 : 13, at 
the Rate of 7 4* per Cent. I have alfo received from the Rajah One Lack of Rupres m ihnt 
Payment of his Subfidy i and I have the Honour to cnclofe Five Bills of Exchange for the Amount 
of thefe Two Sums, drawn as per accompanying Invoice. 

“ I have urged the Rajah very drongly to complete the Payment of his Subfidy, with all pof- 
fiblc Expedition ; but I find he is determined to make no further Payment, till he receives an 
Anfwer to his Arzee, tranfmitted in my Letter of the 5th Indant, to the Honourable the Gover- 
nor General. 

” I have the Honour to be with the greated Refpeil, &c. 

“ Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke. 

“ loth Augud 1780. Refidcnt at Benares.” 

“ The Secretary informs the Board, that the Accounts inclofcd in the above Letter had been 
fent to the Accountant Genera), and the Bills to the Sub Treafurer. 

“ The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter to him from the Rajah of 
Benares, referred to in the Letter from the Refident above recorded. 

” Arzee from Rajah Cheit Sing. 

“ Received the aid Augud 1780. 

“ I have been honoured by your Orders direfting me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mahydar Ru- 
pees to Mr. Fowke for the War, which dill continues. And although my didreffed Situation 
mud be known to you from other Quarters, notwithdanding I have been afraid to reprelent it to 
you myfclf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Sums of Money, from which I am not yet 
rclealed, yet in obedience to your Orders, I have paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five 
Lacks, to Mr. Fowke, and lhall pay the other Four in Three Months. I requell you will lend Di- 
reflions to that Gentleman to allow me that Time, and it lhall be punftually paid at the End of 
that Time, and it lhall be punftually paid at the End of that Term. You yourfelf mud be con-r 
vinced, that I have no Abilities or Rclourccs left.” 

“ Ordered, That Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board arc much tiifplealed with 
thefe affefted Delays, knowing his Ability tp make immediate Payment of the Subfidy ; and that 
he peremptorily require him to difcharge it. 

“ Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be dclired to remit the Sum, when received, by Shroffs, if pof- 
fible, or by any fafe Mode of Remittance, to Major Cam ic, for the Expenses of the Detachment 
under his Command, and that Major Camac be advifed accordingly.” 

A a 


“ The 
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“ The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr# Francis Fowke. 

“ Sir, 

Fowke' “ received your feveral Letterit under Date the aift July, i8th ud 20th Auguft, with 

*■ the Bills and Accounts enclofed. 

“ We have alfo had before us the Rajah’s Letter to the Governor General, to which you allude 
in your Addrefs of the loth ultimo. 

“ Wc defire you will inform the Rajah of Benares, that knowing his Ability to make quick Pay- 
ment of the whole Amount of the Subfidy, we arc much difpleafcd .with the groundlefs Pretences 
which he urges for delaying it j and wc dire£t that, on Receipt of this Letter you pettmptorily 
demand his immediate Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Account *, which, when you 
have received it, wc defire you will remit, cither by Shroff’s Bills, if poflible, or by' any other 
• Sic. inOrig. fjfg Modc, to Major Carnac *, the Expences of the Troops under his Command. 

« Wc are, &c.’’ 

” Agreed, That we write as follows to Major Camac. - 

“ Sir, 

To M»jor “ The Rajah of Benares being indebted to the Company in the Sum of Four Lacks of Muchlidar 
C»ni.ic. Rupees, we have fent Orders to our Rcfident at that Place, to demand immediate Payment of it, 
and to remit the Amount, when received, to you, by Shroff’s Bills, if poflible, or by any other 
fafe Modc, for the Purpofc of defraying the Expences of the Troops under your Command. 

“ We defirc therefore that on Receipt of the Remittances made you by the Rcfident at Benares, 
you will appropri-ite them to their Service for which they are intended. 

“ Having thought proper to add the Corps of Foreign Rangers now at Cawnpore to the De- 
tachment under your Command, the Commander in Chief has been requefted to iffue the ncccffary 
Orders for carrying this Refolution into Effeft. 

“ fott William, 7th Sept. lySo. We are, ifc.”] 


Rcfident At 
Benares. 


The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to obferve, that the Order 
to remit the Money to Major Camac was on the 7th of September 1780 j and ftated, 
in anfwer to a Queftion from the Houfe, that the Notice to Major Camac was on the 
fame day. 

Then the Witnefs was direflcd to produce Book 28, intituled “ Bengal Council 
from nth September to 13th November 1780.” 

Read, the following Extrafts from Bengal Secret Confultation of the 9th Oftober 


1780. 


“ Fort William, the 9th O^ber 1780. 
“ At a Council •, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efq. Governor General, Prefident. 
Philip I rahcis, 1 . 

Edward Whcler, J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cooce indifpofed. 


Extract of a Letter from F. Fowke, Rcfident at Benares, to the Governor General and 
Council. 

“ I have received the Honor of your Letter of the 7th inftant, and have fignified your Com- 
mands to the R.ijah. He has promifed to difcharge the Balance of his Subfidy, being Rupees 
2,53,000, in the Courfe of a few Days. I am treating with the Shroffs for a Remittance to 
Major Camac, and imagine 1 (hall be able to effect it by Bills from them for the whole Amount. 

1 have the Honor to be, &c. 

“ Benares, 27th September 1780. (Signed; F. Fowke, 

Rcfident, Benares.” 


Read, from the fame Book, Extract of Secret Confultations of the 26th of 0£lober 
1780, as follows : - 

“ Fort William, the 26th Oftober 1780. 

“ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hafiings, Governor General, Prefident. 

Philip Francis, T 
Edward Whelcr.J Efquircs. 

Sir Eyre Cootc abfent on Service. 

[“ The following Letter from the Rcfident at Benares, and one received from the Military 
Storekeeper, having been circulated, they were returned with the following Minute.] ^ 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Military Store “ I bcg Leave to rcqucft an Order for the Commercial Department for Twenty Bales of green 
keeper. Purpct, for lining of Field Officers and Captains Marquis, upon my paying the ufual Advance on 

the 
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the Europe Invoice. This will enable me to compleat the Camp Equipage ordered by the Com- 
mander in Chief for immediate Service. 

“ I havg the Honor to be, &c. 

« Fort William, i6th Oftober, 1780. (Signed) Geo. Livius, 

' ' Military Storekeeper.” 


^ f“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, ' 

^ “I think it incumbent upon me to inform you that the Rajah, notwithftanding his folemn Af- at 

furances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfldy Ipecified in my Addrcfs of the 
ayth ultimo. He has rcfumcd his Plea <rf Inability, and I can form no Opinion how long he may 
think proper to protrafi the Payment. 

“ I remain, &c. 

“ Benares, the 5th Oftober 1780. F. Fowkc, 

Refidcnt at Benares.” 


“ In Circulation, 

« A Letter from the Refident at Benares j alfo a Letter from the Military Storekeeper. 

“ Council Chamber, (Signed) K. Hay, 

15th Oftober 1780. Ading Secretary, G. G. 


« Governor General— Such an inftance of Cotttempt (hewn by the Rajah of Benares to the Au- Mi.im, . .m 
thoriiy of this Government, at a Time in which his Fidelity and Gratitude for the many Obligations 

^ litit III .1 

which he owes to it, ought to have premempted him to make a voluntary Tender of that Aid which 
he now refufes, after repeated Fromi’fes to grant it, merits fome Mark at lead of the Refcntmcnt ^“S- 
of the Board : For that Reafon, 1 muft recommend, that Mr. Fowkc be direded to demand in- 
ftant Payment of the Balance due of his Subfldy j and if he lhall not have paid it at the Time of 
the Receipt of this Letter, to exad from him in the Name of the Board the further Sum of One 
Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paft Difobcdience. That to enforce this Order, Brig.idicr Ge- 
neral Stibbert be direded to ifluc Orders to the Commanding Officer of the Battalions of the nearcll 
Stations to Benares to march immediately to that Place, and to wait fuch Orders as may be here- 
after tranfmitted to them. In the mean time, the Board may be informed of the Reception given 
by the Rajah to the prefent Order j and it is hoped that it may be fuch as ihall render it unnecelTary 
to proceed to Extremities againft him. 

« (Signed) W. H. 

” I acquiefee, though I hope the Threat will be fufficient. 


“ (Signed) P. F. 

E. W.] 

“ Agreed, that the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares. 

“ Sir, 

We have received your Letter of the 5th inftant, informing us that the Rajah, notwithftand- 
ing his folemn Affuranccs, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfidy, fpccificd in 
your Addrcfs of the 27th ultimo : That he had refumed his Plea of Inability, and that you could 
form no Opinion how long he might think proper to protraft the Payment, This Conduct of the 
Rajah feems to us without Excufe. We direft therefore, that you demand inftant Payment of the 
Balance due of his Subfidy j and if he ihall not have difehar^ it at the Time of your Receipt 
of this Letter, that you exaft from him, in the 'Name of the Board, the further Sum of One 
Lack of Rupees, as 3 Fine ipr his paft Difobcdience. To enforce the Compliance due to our 
Authority, and to the Payment of the Sums reauired of him, we have given Orders that the Bat- 
talions, at the Stations neafeft to Benares, Ihouid march immediately to that Place, and wait for 
fuch Dire&ions as may hereafter be tranfmitted to the Officer commanding there. 

“ Fort William, i^tb Oftober 1780. We are. See. 

(Signed) Governor General and Council, ’ 


“ Agreed that the following Letter be written to Brigadier General Stibbert. 

“Sir, 

“ Having had late Occafion to be much diflatisfied with the Conduft of the Rajah of Benares To Grrmu 
towards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount due from him as his Sub- 
fidy, we think it neceffary to dired, and do direft you to ifllie Orders to the Commanding Officers 
of the Battalions, at the Stations neareft to Benares, to march immediately to that Place, and wait 
fuch further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them, 

“ Fort William, i9ih Odlobcr 1780. We are. Sec. 

“ (Signed) Governor General and Council.” 


The Managers for the Commons obferved they bad already (hewn, by Mr. Fow ke s 
Letter, dated loth Augnft 1780, recorded in the Confultation of 7 th of ieptember 
1780, (fupra P. 92.) that One Lack of the Subfidy was aftually remitted to Calcutta ; 
and, by his Letter dated ayth September 1780, in the Confultation of the 9th October 
1780, (fupiaP. 94.) that the Balance was at that Time reduced to 2,53,000 Rujjees, 

Rcmaiiulcr 
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Remainder of the 5,00,000 Rupees originally demanded; from whenwit was apparent 
that 1,37,000 Rupees mufthave been paid to the Refident in the Interim, which it alfo 
appeared, by the laft mentioned Letter? Mr. Fowke propofed remitting to Major Camac ; 
but the Managers informed the Houfe, they (hould immediately proceed to prove by 
another Letter from Mr. Fowke, dated Oftober 18, 1780, that not One Farthing of this 
1,37,000 Rupees had been aftually remitted. 

For this Purpofe the following Extraft from Bengal Secret Confultation of the ad 
November lytJo, was read from the fame Book. 


« Fort William, ad Noventber 1780. 
“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honour.ible Warren Haftings Governor General, Prcfident, 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Service. 


“ The Proceedings of the 30th Ultimo read and approved. 

“ The following Letter from the Refident at Benares having been received fince the laft Meet- 
ing, Orilers were iftlicd immediately for countermanding the March of the Troops ordered to 
Benares. 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ riie Rajah has this Day given me Bills of Exchange on Gohud, in favour of Major Camac, 
for the Balance wiiieh remained due on Account of his Subfidy, being Benares Sicca Rupees 2,50,000. 

“ 1 (hall make a further Remittance to Major Camac, in a few Days, of the whole Amount, 
which I have received from the Rajah in ready Money on this Account. 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ Benares, 18th 0 £lober 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke, Refident 

at Benares.” 


The Managers for the Commons ftated. That the Demand of the Five Lacks of 
Rupees in 1780, w.as deferibed in the Article to be made under particular Circumftances, 
namely, that Mr. Haftings had juft before received the Sum of Two Lacks from Suda- 
nund, the Treafurer of the Rajah *. 1 hey fliould next proceed therefore to prove the 
Receipt of thofe Two Lacks by the Defendant, without Rating whether it was criminal 
or not ; for which Purpofe they defired, that Part of the Paper delivered in at the Table 
on Tuefday, called “ Mr. Haftings’ Defence at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons,'* 
might be read. 

Read, Extraft of Anfwer to the 8th Charge, beginning at Page 357 of the faid Paper. 

“ I beg it may beobferved, that the Firftof thefe Prefents was received in the Year 1780. at a 
Time when, as I have truly faid to the Direftors, “ the Exigencies of the Government were my 
“ own, and every Preflure upon it refted with its full Weight upon my Mind: Wherever I could 
“ find allowable Means of relieving them, 1 eagerly feized them,” It was in this Year, and at 
one of thefe diftrefsful Periods I allude to, that I formed the Plan for drawing Mhadajec Scindia 
from Guzzerat to the Defence of his own Dominions, in Hopes of laying the Foundation of that 
Peace with the Marattas, to which this Meafure did afterwards fo greatly contribute. This Plan 
was oppofed by Mr. Francis, then a Member of the Council, on the Pica, amongft others of little 
Importance, of the additional Expence we fliould incur by its Adoption. About this Time Buxey 
Sadinund, the cofifidential Servant of Cheyt Sing, had been deputed to me in Calcutta by his 
M.iftcr, to acknowledge his former 111 Conduct, and to aflure me of his implicit Obedience and Sub- 
million in future : He was alfo entrufted by his Mafter, to endeavour to procure a Remiflion of 
the Payment of the Annual Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, which the Board had fixed as his 
Proportion of the Expenccs of the War. — I peremptorily retufed his Requeft, but alTurcd him, that 
on the Reftoration of Peace, this additional Subfidy fliould ceafe ; and that this was all he muft 
expedt. — Sadanund wrote to his Mafter, and received a CommilTion from him, to give me the 
llrongeft AlTuranccs of his future Obedience, and SubmilHon to the Orders of. Government ; and 
he was further direfted to requeft my Acceptance of Two Lacks of Rupees as a Prefent to 
myfclf. My Reply was, that I cordially received his Submifllon and AlTuranccs of Obedience, but 
that I muft abfolutcly refufc his Prefent, which I did. 

Having been difappointed in the Execution of my Plan for attacking Scindia’s Dominions, 
which I deemed, and which proved to be of the moft material Confequcnce, and being thwarted in 
it by my Colleagues on the Plea of Expence, which was the only material Objcdlion made to it, I 
tletcrmined to accept of the Offer which I before refufed •, and on my Return from the Council the 
Day, 1 believe, that my Plan was rejected, I fent to Sadanund, and told him 1 had re-confidered his 
Mailer’s Offer, and would accept the Two Lacks of Rupees, which 1 deflred him to pay to the 
Sub-treafurcr, Mr. Croftes, meaning to apply this Money to defray the Expence of the Expedition 

againft 



^ 0 ^ ) 

^gainlt Sciiwfia, ^ thereby Nwng W tlMf only O^aion i»hich had been ritade to this irti* 
Unfortunately I did not focceed in obtaining the Confent of Mr. Francii 
and Mr. Whclcr, and was iherefore concerned at having accepted thU Sum from Sadanond* fine# 
the only Ufe to which I meant to appropriate it was fruftrated > and I cxprelTed my Vexation to 
Mr. Markham, my Secretary, as he (who fortunately for me is now in England) can atteft Uoon 
mature Refledion, I determined neither to inform the Council of the Tranfaaion, nor to ret^n 



- ' 7 vv 7VV 5 ,7 J w.^om 1 received 

the Moneys Ncgleft which I (hould have ftodiouny avoided, could I have forefeen the Confe- 

quencesof it. I thou^t at the Time that I did all that was necclTary, by declaring that it was ntt 
my own^ and that I net tbsr could nor would have received /V, ht for their Ufci 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they (hould next proceed to (hew that 
Mr. Haftings did, contrary to the Engagement fubftfting with the Rajah Cheyt Sine 

make a Demand upon him of a Number of Cavalry in the Year 1780. ^ 

The Witnefs produced Book 30, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Gonfultations from 
loth Auguft to 23d November 1780.” ’ 

Read, Extrads of a Confultation held on the 2d November 1780, beginnine at Paee 
641 of the faid Book. o 6 5 

. ..** William, the 2d November iy8o 

“ At a Council } Prcfcnt, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident. 


Philip Francis, 1 . 

’.^jEfqui 


Secret Dep. 
ThurlUd/. 


iuircs. 


Edward Wheler, ^ 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coere abfent on Service, 

“ The Proceedings of the 30th ultimo read and approved. 

.1. “1 rt'n "Pi? General Stibbert, dated 28th Ofrober, and recorded on 

the kit Day’s Proceedings. '•viucuon 

“ Agreed, that the Governor Generel be requefted to write to the Nabob Vizier, recommend- 

A K ^ • "I ^y?“>lGawn the Quota of Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be fur- 

mlhed by the latter for his Service, being 5000 Horle, to be put under the immediate Command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Muir, commanding at Futtigur* 

!*. the Governor General be requefted to write to the Rajah of Benares, re- 

quiring him to furnilh fuch Part of his Cavalry, entertained in his Service, as he can Iparc’for the 
Service of tfos Government, and to inform what Numbers he can fupply 1 that a Letter be writ 
ten to Mr. Francis Fowkc. di^mg him to make the fame Requificion of the Raja, and at the 
lame Time, to obviate any Jealoufy which the Raja may conceive that this may be^onverted to 
ai^rmanent Impofition upon him, by affuring him, that the Board will require the Services of 
thefe Forces no longer than while the prefent War lafts, after which they will 3 c returned. * 

« Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares 
“ Sir, 

« On Receipt of the Intimation eonveyed to us in your laft Letter of the 18th ultimo. Orders 
were iffued to countermand the March of the Troops which were appointed to proceed to Snares 
in confcqucnce of the Delays ufed by the Rajah in the Piymentof his Siibfidy. 

Deeming it juft and proper that the Rajah (hould be defired to afford every Affiftance in his 
Power to this Government, to whole Proteftion and Support lie owes all that he poircfles, the 

i^" requefted to write to him to furnilh fuch Part of the Cavalry enter- 
tamed in his Employ as he can fparc for the Service of the Company, But as fome Jealoufy and 

m the Rajah’s Mind, that his ‘Aid may be converted to a permanent 
!retefor!.°?«°Ir^'"?’ « neceflary that fuch Fears (hould be obviated, and direft you 

Continuance of the prefent War, after which it will certainly be returned. ® 

“ Fort William, ad Nov. 1780. Wc are, &c.” 

Commons being afleed. Whether any Deliberation was had 
Ubjcftion made to the proofed Demand of Cavalry, an- 
sX^V *>clieve there wm any Difpute, or that any Minutes palTcd upon the 

thc^'^ r ^^2 -S?’ Refoiution turned in any Manner upon 

frL^ i ^ ** Beginning of the Confultation 

fram whence the Extraft had been read, they repliS, thtt they did not know 

■jKih ’’’ '3* ““r 

® ^ Read 


FyrooU Cawn 

to furnilh Uii 
Quota of 
1 roops. 


Rajah of Be- 
narcb to fup. 
ply a 1 art of 
nib Cavalry for 
the Service of 
the Company, 


To Mr Fran* 
cis Fowke, 
Refident at 
Benares. 

Vide PubUc 
Aiifwcr. 


* Sic In Orig« 
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Read, the 36th Paragraph of a General Letter to the Court of Dlreffors from the 
Secret Department of the Board, dated Fort William, 29th November 1780, begin- 
ning at Page 1 58 of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, 29 November 17S0. 

“ Wc have thought it neceflary to require from the Rajah of Benares the fame Subfidy for the 
enfuing Year that he paid in the laft, as his Proportion in the Expence of the War. He for 
fome Time hefitated to comply with the Demand, and wc were obliged to refolve on Meaiures 
of Compulfion j but he has fince paid the Amount, and we have Hopped the Execution of thofe 
Mealurcs. The Support which he receives from this Government, to whom he owes all that he 
pofieffes, the known Affluence of his Circumftances, notwithftanding his Pretext to the contrary, 
and the Intereft which he poflefles in Chief over all other Perfons fubjeft to us in the Com- 
pany’s Prol'perity and Succefs, have induced us to require of him the Afflftance of fuch a Body 
of Cavalry as he can fpare for the Company’s Employ, under a Promife made to him 
that their Services will not be required beyond the Continuance of the War. We have alfo 
ftrongly recommended to the Nabob Vizier to require from Fyzoola Cawn, the Quota of Troops, 
confiiling of 5000 Horfe, ftipulated by Treaty to be furnilhed by the latter, and wc do not 
doubt of his ready Obedience to the Rcquifition. 

“ Fort William, the 29th November 1780. Signed, Warren Haftings, 

Edward Wheler.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, That having now proved all the 
Tranfaftions refpc6ling the Three Demands of Subftdics in 1778, 1779* and 1780, and 
the Demand of Cavalry alfo in the Year 1780, they ought next, m the Order of the 
Charge, to proceed to the Statement of fome Tranfadions between Mr. Haftings 
and the Nabob of Oude, relative to the Rajah of Benares, contained in a veiy long 
Paper ; but as it would be neceflary to read the Whole of that Paper afterwards, they 
propol'ed palTtng over this Paragraph of the Charge at prefent, and referring to it, 
when they came to the Paper at Length. They further ftated, that for the lame 
Reafon, they fliould now break off their Evidence refpeding the Cavalry at the Period 
of the Demand being made j as on this Subjed they Ihoula likewife have Occafion to 
call the Attention of the Houfe to the Paper alluded to, and they wifhed to avoid 
reading by Piecemeal what would be more intelligible when taken all together. On 
thefe Accounts they (hould next proceed to ftate, that Mr. Haftings did write a Let- 
ter to the Rajah of Benares, charging him with Irregularity in the Payment of his 
Annual Stipend ; this, they informed the Houfe, they Ihould have proved, but the 
Defendant had rendered it unnecellary, by fetting it forth verbatim in his Anfwer, 
already before the Houfe: It only remained therefore for them to prove, that thefe 
Payments were, in Fad, made with Regularity ; for which Purpofe they called, 

Mu. WRIGHT, who being fworn, was examined as folloyvs. 

Q. Arc you in the Office of Accountant to the Eaft India Company ? 

A. I am Auditor of the Indian Accounts to the Eaft India Company. 

Then the Managers for the Commons dcfired the Witnefs might be direded to pro- 
duce from the Benares Journal for the Year 1780, the Account and Dales of the fe- 
vcral Payments of the Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Tribute. 

The Witnefs accordingly produced a Book, intituled, Bengal Journal 1780-1.” 

What is that Book ? 

A. This Book is the Journal containing the Account and State of Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, their General Joint Stock 
in Bengal, under the Management and Direction of their Governor General and Council of Fort 
William, commencing the ift Day of May 1780, and ending the 30th of April 1781.” 

(from a Lord.) Is that the Account from Bengal ? 

aT From Bengal. The Journal is figned by the Council, viz. Warren Haftings, Edward Wheler, 
John Maepherfon, Efquires. In Page 734 is the Entry of the Rcfident of Benares, in the Ac- 
counts of the Year. 

The Book was delivered in at the Tabic, and the following Extiad was read by 
the Clerk, beginning at Page 734 of the faid Book : 


“ Reftdcnt 
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•* Refident at Benaris •- D' to Profit and Lofs. 

“ Received of Rajah Cheyte Sing, *on Account of his T ributc i 


“ 1780. May 


1,98,434 

4 12 

June 

— 

>,98,432 

4 12 

July 

— 

>,98.43 > 

4 12 

Auguft 


>,98.43 > 

4 12 

September 

— 

1,98,431 

4 >2 

October 

— 

>,98,43 > 

4 12 

November 

— 

>,98,43* 

4 >2 

December 

— 

>,98,43 > 

4 >2 

1781. January 


>.98,43 > 

4 12 

February 

— 

>,98.43* 

6 12 

Carried forward 

>9,84,313 

— — 


“ Fort William, April 

« Refident at Benaris — D' to fundry Accounts. 

“ To Profit and Lofs brought forward 19,84,313 

1781. March — — i»98,43i 6 la 

April — — J >98,43 1 6 12 

Standard Gourfliay Rupees — 23,81,175 13 4 

Batta 8,314 22 8 per Cent. — 1,96,048 14 10 

25,77,224 H 9 

(Signed at the End of the Book) 

“ Warren Haftings, 

Edward Wheler, 

John Maepherfon.” 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they (hould next proceed to prove 
the Payments on Account of the Stipend of Mirza Sawdit Allv Khan ; it being a 
Part of Mr. Haftings’s Defence, that the Rajah Cheit Sing’s Delay was the Caufe of 
the Nonpayment of that Stipend : The fame was accordingly read from P. 735 of the 
fame Journal. 

“ Sundry Accounts — D' to Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. 

“ Paid to Nabob Mirza Sawdit Alley Khawn his Allowance of Three Lacks per Annum, as per 
Order of the Honorable the Governor General and Council, dated zoth March 1781. 

“ 1780. May — 

June — 50,000 — — - 

July — 11,480 3 — 

Carried forward 61,480 3 — 


“ Fdtt William, April 1781. 

“ Sundry Accounts — D' to Refident at Benares. 

“ Nabob Afophul Dowlah, brought forward 61,480 3 — 

1780. Auguft — 23,310 6 2 

September 33,310 6 2 

Oaober — 23,310 6 2 

November — 23,310 6 2 

December — 23,753 2 — 

1781. January — 23,753 2 — ‘ 

February — - 23,753 2 -- 

March — . 23,753 2 -- 

April — 33,753 * — 

Standard Gourfliay Rupees 2,73,485 4 16 

Batu 8,314 22 8 per Cent. 22,516 13 — 

2,96,003 I 10 

(Signed at the End of the Book) 

Warren Haflings, 

Edward Wheler, 

John Maepherfon." 
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Then the Managers for the Gommon^fteted, they conceived it 'wmrid tWMl to elu- 
cidate the Matter, if they informed the Houfe thSf Mirza Sawdit Ally Khftn was 
tlie Brother of the Nabob of Oude, who rcfidcd at or near Benares, and was paid a 
Stipend by the Eaft India Company, which Stipend was afterwards repaid by the 
Nabob of Oude: But for the Purpofe of Erft paying it, there was an Order from 
the Eaft India Company to the Refident at Benares, that it fhould be provided for out 
of the Sum of Money payable from the Rajah of fiei^, and that it Ihould be 
allowed him in the Account, 

Then they ftated, that they ftiould next produce Two Letters, the one written in 
December 1780, the other in January lySi, from the Refident at Benares, infornung 
the Board of the Payment of the Monthly Kifts, in order to fticw that it was impof. 
fible Mr. Haftings could have merely been under a Miftake when he wrote the Letter 
to Rajah Cheit Sing. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired that the Witnefs might be alked. Whether 
he knew by whom the Accounts produced, and figned by the Governor General and 
Council at the End of the Book, and which appear to be examined, 6cc. and clofed 
by William Larkins, are made up. 

The Witnefs was alked, 

Q. What is the Office of Mr. Larkins i 
■ A. Accountant General to Bengal. 

Arc thofc Accounts prepared in his Office ? 

A. 'I hufe Accounts are prepared in his Office. This Book is one general Account and Compi- 
lation of the various Accounts of the Prefidcncy of Fort William. 

Thofc various Accounts are tranfmitted in the Courfc of the Bufinefi to the Accountant 
General’s Office, whofc BuAoefs it is to make up the General Accounu of all the various Branches 
of the Accounts that come to his Office i « 

A. It is fo. 

And it is fent over here by whofc Authority ? 

A. By the Governor General and Council, atxi figned by them. 

Signed by whom ? 

A. Signed by the Governor General and Council. 

Do you happen to know whether the Courfc of the Bufinefs in Bengal is not only to lend 
over the Accounts made up by their Officers from the Accountant General, But ellb to lend over 
the Original Documents, and how they ate madt up P 

A. From fome of the Departments.— For Inftance, the Paymaftef General of the Force^fcnds 

home his. 

Are the Originals, or only Copies fent Home i 

a'T Only Copies. 

From the Pay matters? 

A. From the Paymatters. 

Q. I underftand you to fay then, that they keep the Originals there in the Courfc of their Pro- 
ceedings ? 

A. So I underftand. 

But they fend over Copies of particular Branches, when thofc are wanted for the Information 
of the Company ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are thofc from Benares Onef • 

^ I believe not : The Account of thjs Year from Benares is hot received. 

According to the ufual Cuftom, do they fend over the Account of the Benares Revenue, in 
tlic lame Manner as they do the Army Accounts ? 

A. Not for this particular Year. 

Q. Do they ^nerally ? 

A. No, not from Benares, otherwifc than with this general VieW. 

Q. From your Obfervations on ihcfc Accounts, do the Payments always appear to be aferibed 
to the Day upon which the fiune become due, or to the Days upon wWch the Payments ate ac- 
tually made ? 

A. To the Days on which the Payments were aftually made. 

6 


QiThtt 



( "iot ^ 

Qj^ That is as far as you know ^ 

aT As as I unckstQand. * 

With regard to the Payments iiiade, whit is thK Language of the Entry } 

A. The En^ begins “ Received.’’-—- 

. Qj^ la there any Date of the Day of the Paymenta j as yet we have only heard of Months ? 

A. There m no Dates df fhe Days df Payment, only of the Months. 

Do you know where the Kiftbundy, to which thofe Payments rdatc, is lodged; is there any 
Copy of it tranlmitted Home ? 

A. I don’t recoiled that there is ; but I think there is ; I am not certain. 

Qj. Does it All under yburObfervation that the Kiftbundy, for the Payment of the Stipend to 
Mirza Sawdit Ali Cawn, is or is not in the Eail; India Company’s Books ? 

A. 1 don’t recoiled. 

Then the Witnefs was dlrefted to withdraw. 

Thun the Managers for the Commons obferved, that perhaps they might have 
thought it fulHcient to have produced the Accounts fent over by Mr. Haftings, as 
againft Mr. Haflings, but that they Would go One Step further, and produce his 
Letter accufmg the Rajah of the Nonpayment of his Tribute; for which Purpofc 
they defirud Mr. Hudfon might be again called ; who, appearing, produced Book 32, 
intituled, “ Pcrfian Correfpondence, Letters written in the Public Department from 
the ift ctf January to the 2 ift Dcc^ber tyS t.” 

Read, a Letter from the GoVerror General to Rajah Chitc Sing, dated 17th Ja- 
nuary 1781, beginning at Page ih the faid Book. 


“To Rajah Chitc Sing; 

“ Wriiteii 17th January 1781.' 

“ Frequent RcprefctitadonS having beep tinade tb me of the Want of Punduality in the Pay-' 
meat of yoRr Malgufesry, thftt Part ihore particularly which is afligned for the Difburlemenc of 
Seidnt Ally Khan’s Salsffy; and it havlngi' sc this Tihie; more than any other, a bad and fufpi- 
cious Appearance ; I dp peremptorily order, that idi Arrears, of whiitlbever Kind, be paid up 
within 24 Hours after the Receipt of this P^anna, or you mail: expeft that bad Cortfequcnces 
will follow, 

“ (Authenticated at the End of the Book, as foUoyrs) 1 , 

, ; . Fort William, 

“ Ex^ G. T. Cherry, the 3 ili December 1781.’ 

“ D, P. T; , ' ' ' H. Colcbrooke, 

. , , Pcrf"tranf'.’’ 

It appearing that therfe waS nt!r Signature to thd Letter, the Managers for the 
Commons were alked. What Accdutit they gave of the Lttter They riiadc an- 
fwer, That the Perftdit Correfpbhdehce is kept itt a Rook by itfelf j that it docs not 
appear in the Book at what ConAiltation this particular Letter Was fent, otherWife 
than by the Date put by the Governor j or that it WaS figntd : That the Addrefs is 
put i that the Pcrfian Correipoudehce can only be fcarried on by the Governor General 
alone, and that the Book, cobtaiftin^ the Letter In q[ucftioh; Was authenticated by Mr. 
Colebrook, the PorfianTranflator. 


Then the Managers for the Commons faid, they Ihould next proceed to prove the 
Payments in December 1780, and in January 1781, of what became due in Novem- 
ber and December 1780, bv producing the Letters from the Refident above alluded 

to i and therefore defired the Witnefs might be directed to deliver in Book 33, and 
Book 34. , 1 • 

AccortBngly BotA 33, intitrded; Bengal Public Confbltations from 23d Novem- 
ber to the 18th Decmbcr 1780,'’ waafirit ^hrered in. 

,Re^, the following Extra^^ pf a Confnltation on the 14th December 1780. 


“ FottWiffiaw, 14th December 1780. 
At a Council ; Pryfent, 

The mnoMabie WaW^ Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Preiidenti 


^ . M ' Rdward Wheler Efqoire. 

LKUteoant Gcncrat 8k Eyie'Cooto abfeai oh Comaumd a 

G e 


. the Prcfidency of Fort St. George. 

“ Read 


Pub. 

ThurfUaf. 



Extrai^of a 
Letter fiom 
Mr, Kowkr, 
Kcficlent at 
Benares, td the 
Governor anil 
Council. 

^ Sic in Orig. 
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“ ftead the following Letter from the Refident at Benaret. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. Supittne Council of, See, 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, ^ . 

“ I have herewith the Honour to fend you Twelve Bills of Excharige for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees 1,63,396 : i : 17, drawn in Favour of the Honourable Company, as per accompa- 
nying Invoice, being Balance on Account of Rajah Cbeite Sing’s Kift, due the 4th ultimo, alttf 
Dcdudlion of the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn’s monthly Allowance of Out • Siccas tSfioo, or Be- 
nares Sicca Rupees 23,310 : 4, at 7. 4. per Cent. Batta. „ . t. r, . .. 

« Dated Benares, 7th December 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke. 

Then the Witnefs delivered in Book 34, intituled, « Bengal Council, ift January 

to 8th February 1781." . . 

Read, Extrad of a Confultation of ^9th January 1781, begmthng at Page 512 of 
faid Book, as follows. 

** Fort William, 26th January 1781. 

“ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prtfident 

and 

Edward Whelcr Elquire. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc abfent on Command at the Prefidcncy of Fort St. George. 

Extraft of a Letter, figned « F. Fowke, Refident at Benares,” to the Governor and Council i dated 

Benares, 13th January 1781. 

Par. 2. « In obedience to your Orders of the 19th ultimo, I have this Day remitted to Major 
Camac the Balance of the Kift due the 4th ultimo, after Dedudion of the Allowance to the Na- 
bob Saadut Ally Khan and (hall continue the fame Remittance monthly.” 

The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to obferve, that the Kift 
faid to be due upon the 4th of November 1780, was psud to the Refident 
by the 7th of December 1780} and that the Inftalment due upon the 4th of De- 
cember 1780 was psdd by the 1 3th of January following) and that they made the Ob- 
fervation in this Place, becaufc they intended afterward^ to prove, by oral Teftimony, 
that the Courfc of Payment in that Coujitry is to pay one Month under another. 


The Managers for the Commons then informed the Houfe, that the next Point to 
which they wiftied to direflthc Attention of the Houfe, was the Delegation pf certain 
Powers with which Mr. Haftings inverted himfclf prior to his going to Benares, in the 
Year 17811 for which Purpofe they would produce Mr. Haftings’s own Reafons why 
he thought fuch a Delegation was ncccffary) tHe Objea of it as ftated by himfclf; 
and the Delegation which he accepted, and took upon himfelf ; Introdudory to which 
it would be proper to ftatc, that at that Period the Council confiftcd, of the Defendant 
himfelf and Mr. Wheler only. But before they proceeded to that Point, it might bp 
as well, once for all, to ftate the Variations that happened in that Council > viz. 

That, In September 1776, Colonel Monfon, died. 

In Auguft 1777, General Clavering, died. 

In November 1780, Mr. Francis, left Calcutta. 


The Managers for the Commons being aiked. Whether it did not appear that Sir 
Eyre Cootc was of the Council antecedent to the laft mentioned Period, made Anfwer, 
That in the Years 1780 and 1781, Sir Eyre Coote was upon the Coaft of Coromandel 
with the Army, but though abfent, was a Member of the Council during the Whole 
of the Time he was fo ablent. 


That, on the 1 ith of December 1777, 

on the 24th of February 1779, 

— — From the 16th of September 1779* 
to the 28th of Auguft 1780, 

Upon the 29th of February 1780, 

From the 13th of Oftober 1780, 

to the 3d of November 178a, 
— — In July 1781, 

on the 5th February 1782, 

— About 1 3th or 14th September 178 1 


Mr. Wheler, took his Scat at the Board. 
Sir Eyre Coote, took his Seat at the Board. 

Sir Eyre Coote, was abfent on Service. 

Mr. BarwcU, refigned his Seat at the Board. 

Sir Eyre Coote, was abfent at Madras. 

Mr. Haftings, went to Benares, and 

returned and took lus Seat. 
, Sir John (then Mr.) M'Phcrfon, arrived 
at Calcutta. 

That 
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That from thcfe Datts it was appareht, that from the Time Mr. Francis left the 
Board to the Arrival of M‘Phenbn» the fioild conftfted bf Mr. Haftings and Mr. 
Whelcr only. ' 

That»onthei ithofNovembcriySa, Mr; StaMes, anived at Calcutta. 

on the 3d of Oftober lySa* Sir EyreCoote, came back to Calcutta^ and remain- 
ed there, 

to the aoth of March 1783.! when he returned to Madras, where, 

on the ayth of April 1783, he died. 

Then, to (hew the Defendant’s own Account of his Reafons for wilhing the Delega- 
tion of Authority before ftated to be made to himfclf, the Witnefs produced Book 35, 
intituled , “ Bengal Secret Council, ad April to 1 4th June^ 1781." 

Read, the following Extraft of a Secret Gonfultation of the aift May 1781^ 
beginning at Page 1398 of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, lift May 1781. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, Secret Dep. 

The Honourable Warren HaftirigS, Governor General, Prefident > Mondiy. 

and 

Edward Whelcr Elquire; 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cbote, K. B. abfent on Command at the Prcfidcncy of Fort St. George. 

« The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

«* Governor General.— The Province of Oud having fallen into a State of great Diforder and Oovemor 
Confufion, its Refourees being in an extraordinary Degree diminilhcd, and the Nabob Afop ul 
Dowlah having carncftly intreated the Prefcncc of the Governor General, and declared, that un- 
Icfs feme effeAual Mcafurcs are taken for his Relief, he muft be under the Neceffity of leaving his 
Country and coming down to Calcutta to reprefent his Situation to this Government, the Governor 
General therefore propofes, with the Concurrence of Mr Whelcr, to vifit the Province of Owdc as 
fpcedlly as the Affairs of the Prcfidcncy will admit, in Hopes that from a minute and pcrfonal 
Obfervation of the Circumftances of that Country, the Syftcm of Management which has been 
adopted, and the Charafters and Conduft of the Perfons employed, he may poffibly be able to con- 
cert and cftablilh fome Plan by which the Province of Owdc may in Time be reftored to its former 
State of Affluence, good Order, and PrUpriety. 

“ In remedying Evils whjeh have grown to (b great a Height, Exertions will be required more 
powerful end immediate in their Application than can be made through the delegated Authority of 
the Servants of the Company now in that Province. The Undertwing is arduous and difficult, 
and the Governor General is far from being fanguine in his Expedations that even hb Endeavours 
will be attended with much Succefs, as the Ttme which he can fpare will, he fears, be too Ihort 
for accomplifliing the Ends propofed. The Objed, however, is of Importance, and the Attempt 
at leaft deferves to be made. _ « 

“ The prefent Time affords the moft favouiuble Opportunity for the Governor General s Vifit.' 

The Ships of the Seafon for Europe are all dijpatchedi the Bufinefs of the Revenues is put into 
an eafy Channel, aod will not require much of the Boahl’s Attention ; aiid nothing of any Confe- 
quence can happen, after the fetting in of the Rains, that can materially afied the Tranquillity of 
the Country, or the general Syftem of Politicks; But what chiefly renders the prefent Opportu- 
nity favourable is, the mutual Confidence which, after a Period of fo inany Years, is at length 
happily reftored between the Members of this Adminiftration, which enables the Governor General 
to leave Calcutta with the fullcft Reliance that the Affairs of the Prcfidcncy, under the Charge of 
Mr. Whelcr, will fufler no Detriment from hb Abfence 1 and he U thoroughly convinced that 
fuch a confi^ntial Communication will fubfift between them, that the Bufinefs in which he and 
Mr. Whcler may be refpedively engaged, will meet with the Concurrence and Approbation of 

“ It is hoped that the Governor General’s Vifit to Owdc will alfo affofd him an Opportunity of 
negociating effedually with the Berar Government, and fixing Modagee Bhofelah to ad decidedly 
and openly in our Favour. Dewagur Pundit, his Minifter, who has long dtdated the Politicks of 
the Court of Nagpore, has often profel&d an Intention of meeting the Governor General, to con- 
cert Meafures with him for the mutual Benefit and Safety of the Governments of Bengal and «- 
rar i but whilft nothing is done to fix hit Intentions to a parocular Period and Peace *, they might f gic, jn Ori|, 
be poftpooed from Time to Time, and never carried into Execution. When he 11 infornwa of 
the Governor General’a Defign of proceeding to Owdc, and that One of the Ot^ds of this 


i Hurry f is to ^ve him a Meeting at Benares, it is probable that he will formoont thofc Obftacles f sic m orig. 
and Difficulftea which have hitterto retarded, and might otherwife ftill contioua to retard him 
from carrying his Intentions into Execution. • ’ ’ % 

“ The Governor General thinks that about the 15th of -be Jeady to leave the Pre-. 

“““r- -Ml 
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Mr. Wheitr. Mr. WheWr.-— The Governor Geoeral't Reprcfentation of the prefi»it State of the Ptovinee of 

Owde 1 believe to be but tot) vfl^ founded, and am coovtoaed that it will nquire hH uunpft Abi* 
lities and Powers, applied and exerciied on the Spot, to reftore it to its former' good Otder smd 
Affluence. 

“ I admit the Force of the Governor GencraPs Arguments, proving the prelent Seaibn to be 
the moft favourable for his leaving the Prefidency, and the more readily agree to them, from the 
Opportunity it will afflord. of negOciating effectually with the Berar Government > but notwithftand* 
ing the Greatnefs of the Obje^s, which may, and I trud wil) be attained by the propoled Expedition, 
I am perfuaded that nothing but the Harmony and good Underftanding which at mis Time prevails 
in the Council could induce the Governor General to withdraw his Attention from the Affairs of 
the Prefidency at a Crifis like the prelent •, and unlefs convinced that I was fo fortunate as to pof- 
fefs his entire Confidence, and that I might rely upon receiving his Support and SanClion to the 
Meafures I might deem proper to purfue in hts Abfence, I fiiould at this Time accept with Re> 
luClance fo wemty a Charge •, for although it may not be difficult to provide for the ufual Occur- 
rences of this Government, yet luch others may, during his Abfence, intervene, and demand im- 
mediate Decifion, as are not within the Reach of human Forefight, and in fuch Inllances I fhould 
not be able to exert myfclf, under the Influence of Diftruft or Rcftraint.” 


Semt 

Tuefday. 


Then the Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to take notice, 
that the firft Propolal of the Journey to Oude was made by the Defendant on the 
2ift May; and obferved, that in the Minute of the ^d July 1781, which they (hould 
next produce, the Defendant ftates himfclf ready to fet out. 

The Witnefs produced Book 36, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, from ad 
July to loth December 1781.” 

Read, the following Extraft, from a Secret Confoltation of the 3d July 1781, be- 
Etnning at Page 43 of the faid Book, 

“ Fort William, 3d July 1781. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Prcfidint | 
and 

Edward Wheler Efquire, 

Lieutenant Genial Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service at Fort St. George.' 


The Gover- 
nor Gtner.'tVs 
Credentials. 


“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 

“ In my Minqte, which I ijiid before tha Board on aift May.’J expreflfed the Sacisfaftion with 
which I could at this JunAurc leave the Prefidency, from the mutual Confidence which was hap- 
pily eftablilhcd tetwfcn Mr. Wheler and me. I now readily repeat that Sentiment, and obferve 
wim Plcttiurc, that Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my Departure, it is probable that we (hall in 
Conccfi hare provided at the Board fi)r almoft every important Circumftancc that can eventually 
happen during my Abfence. But if any fhould occur, for which no previous Provifion fhall have 
betri made in the Refolution of the Board, Mr. Wheler may aft with immediate Decifion, and 
with the fulleft Confidence of my Support, in afl fuch Einergcncjes, as well as in condufting the 
ordinary Bufinefs of the Prcfidcoey, and jn general, in 4II Matters of this Government, excepting 
thoic which may f^ially or generally be wtrufted W me ; Mr. Wheler during my Abfence may 
confidcr hirofelt ayioflcffed of the full powers of ih© Governor Genera] and Council of this Go- 
vernment, as in EffcA he » by the Conftitution , ani he nay be affured, that fo far as my Sanc- 
tion and Concurrence ^11 be, or be deemed ncoeffiuy to the Confirmation of his Meafures, he 
1^11 receive them. 

(Signed) W. H. 


•* Refblved, That the following Credentials be given to the Governor General. 

“ "Whereas it has been refolved. That the Governor General (hall proceed to Benares and I^ck- 
now, for the Purpofc of obtaining an Interview with the Nabob Vizier and Duwager Pundit, the 
Duwan of the Riqah of Berar, and for the other confcqucnt Purpofes, which arc expreffed in the 
Minute of tM Board pafied to this Effcfl on a ift May laft ^ : And whereas, befidcs the faid Pur- 
pofes, others may occur wbidi may requite the imme^e Prefcncc of the Governor Genera], with, 
an cffcfUvc and complete Authority for their Execution;, it is hereby refblved, That the. Governor 
General fhall be, and is inveded with full Powers and Authority to form fiKh Arrangements with 
the Rajah of Snares, for the Ixtter Government and MaMgcment of his ZeminaXtry, and to 
perform fuch AdU for the Iniprovcment of tlie foteteft whjch the Honourable Company po&fies 
it) it, as he fhaH think fit and confonant to the mutual and adlual Engniements fubfifiing between 
the Company and the Rajah; to aflift the Nabob Vizier in forming fuch Regulations as may be nc- 
cefTary tor the Peace and Order of his Government, the Inqirovemeut of his Revenue, and the 
Adjullmcnt of the mutual Concerns fubfifting between him and the Company, with fiwh Autho- 


• Here the Managers for the Commons deftred the Houfe to obferve that, in the Reafoni given ly Mr. 
Haflingt for taking this Journey, no Mention of Benares was made. 
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Hty to enforce the fame, as the Governor General and Council might or could cxcrcife in OccafionS 
inWich they tyould be warranted to cxcrcife the fame, ly the Claims which the Monoiirablc Com- 
pany hold or may have on the Revenues of the Dominions of the laid Nabob, and to form and 
conclude fuch fevcral Engagements or Treaties with the Nabob Vizier, the Government of Bcrar, 
and with any other of the Chiefs or Powers of Hindoftan, as he (hall judge expedient and necef- 
fary whether for the Termination or more cffedual Profeciitioh of the War with the Marratta 
Statt, or for the Advancement of the intcrefts of the Honourable Company, or tor the ftrid and 
permanent Eftablifliment and Confirmation of the Alli.mceS which do at prefent fubfilt, or winch 
he lhall judge it neceflary to form with the laid Chiefs and I’owcrs refpeclivcly ; aiul it is hereby 
declared,^ that all fuch AiSls, and all fuch Engagements or Treaties, made as aforelaid, lhall be 
binding on the Governor General and Council, in the fame Manner, and as cffcftoally, as it they 
had been paffed and done by the fpccial and immediate Concurrence and actual Sanftion of the 
Governor General and Council, in Council aflemblcd. 

“ Given in Fort ‘William under the Seal of the Honourable Company, and under- the I lantis 
of the Governor General and Council, this 3d Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 1781. 


« The Time approaching for the Governor General’s Departure, the Board think it ncccllary to 
communicate the following Refolutions to the Commander in Chief, to be publiihed in general 

^"^I'he Governor General intending to vifit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, it is thc icforc or- 
dered, That all fuch Orders as he lliall, from this Time, think it proper to illlic to the I roops 
ftationed beyond the Provinces, as well in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier as thole wliich are 
fituatcd beyond them, lhall be obeyed, and that his Angle Authority lhall be confidcrcd and re- 
ceived as of the fame Force as that of the Governor General and Council collcilivcly, until this 
Order lhall be revoked. 

“ Agreed and ordered, That the Military Power veiled in the Honourable Warren Hallings, as 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Garrilbn and Fortrefs of Fort William, and Town of 
Calcutta, be exercifed by Edward Whelet El'quire, during the Abfence of the Honourable the 
Governor General. 

« Rcfolvcd, That the following circular Lcttcl be written to Colonel James Morgan, &c. 


“ Sir, 

« The Governor General intending to vifit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore 
diredt you to obey all I'uch Orders and Inftruftions as be may from this Time think proper to 
ilTue to you, and to the Troops under yoiir Command, in his own Name, and in all Refpedls to 
confider his fingle Authority as of the fame Force, until this Order lhall be revoked, as tlut of 
the Governor General and Council collcftivdy. We arc, &c. 

“ Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately prepare the above Papers ; but that they be not 
ilTued, until the Governor General lhall have taken Leave of the Board, 

“ The Governor General reports to the Board, That he has made every Prep.iration for his De- 
parture, and has no Impediment to his 'fcttiiig off immediately but the NtcelTity of waiting for the 
Swallow’s Difpatchcs.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons flated, that having Ihewn the Delegation of 
the Authority taken and accepted by Mr. Haftings, and having laid before the Iloufe 
the Reafons which he gave to the Bo^d for accepting that Delegation, they Ihould 
proceed to put in the Orders of the Court of Dircilors refpc6ling the Mode and 
Manner in which they injoined the Proceedings of their Governinent to be con- 
duced. For this Purpofe the Witnds was dircCed to produce the Standing Orders 
of the Court of DireCors, dated the 26th of February, in the Year 1702. Accord- 
ingly the Witnefs produced a Paper, indorfed, “ The Bay Letter, per the Dutchefs, 
26th February, entered and examined," dated (at the End) London, 26 February 
1702. 


“ J. Martin, 

T. Jeniffon, 

G. Heathcote, 
S. Shepheord, 
W. Hewer, 

J. Cooke, 

J. Andfows, 
G. Dodington, 


Signed, 

Tho. Coulfon, 
H. Herne, 

R. Raworth, 
C. Dubois, 
W. Prichard, 
£. Harrifon, 
N. Gould, 

R, Gough.” 


kcad, the following Extra6bi, beginning at Page 1 of the faid Paper. 

“ CommilTion and In(lr.u£lions given by the Court of Managers for the United Trade to the 
Eaft Indies, to Mr. Nathaniel Halfey, Mr. Robert Hedges, Mr.” Jonathan White, Mr. Jonathan 
Winder, Mr. Ralph SheMon^ Mr. Robert Nightingale, Mr. John Ruffell, and Mr. i^njamin 
Bowcher. 

Dd 


Circular liCt- 
Itr to Col. 
James Mor^ 
gaiu 


Par. 4. 
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Par. 4. " Ilavihg heard Complaints of^fome Irregularities in fome 0^ the Fadofrories of either 
Comp*, we do Itridiy enjoin* that all our Affairs be tranfaded in Council, and order^ and 
managed as the Majority in Council (hall determine, and not otherwife, upon any Pretence what* 
foever i and to that End, that all of the Council do refide upon the Place : And thoueh we hope 
you will all be unanimous in the Purfuit of our common Intereft, yet if on any Occalm it hap- 
pens that your Votes are equally divided, the fame mull be determined by Lot •, as we, by our 
new Charter, are direded in fuch Cafe to do.’* 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted, that the Houfe was hitherto unapprifed 
who the Court of Managers were } that the Paper had been put in without Proof of 
the Cuftody in which it had been kept, or of the Authority by which it was origi- 
nally made. 

The Managers for the Commons being heard in Anfwer to the faid Objeftion, the 
Witnefs was afkcd, 

Qi Where does that Paper come from ? Was it amongft the other Difpatches ? 

A. Yes I it was taken out of the Difpatches. 

Then the Witnefs produced another Paper, indorfed as follows : “ 9th Fcbruaiy 
1736. Draught, Company's General Letter to Bengal, fent per Devonfhire and 
Nottingham 58. Entered,” addrefled to the Prefident and Council at Fort William in 
Bengal, dated (at the End) “ London, the 9th February 1736.” 

“ Signed, 

“ Richard Boulton, W“. Billers, 

D> Braddyll, H. Gough, 

E. Lovibon^ John Salter, 

Miles Barne, Sam'. Feake, 

Jos. Wordfworth, Abr*. Addams, > 

Cha. Colborne, W“. Rous, 

Sara'. Hyde, Jones Raymond, 

W“. Ponneroy, Jn“. Eijimerfon, 

B. Lyell, P. Godfrey, 

Chr'. Burrow, Robert Adams, 

Richard Blount, Mich. Impey.” 

Bead, the following Extraft, Part of Paragraph 67 of the faid Draught. 

*' Our Orders are, that all our Affairs (hould be regularly tranfa£ted in Council, and every 
Member duly fummoned to attend.” . 

The Counlel for the Defendant otyefled, that it did not appear that the Orders 
already put in, as Standing Orders, were Orders of which the Prefident and Council 
had any Notice at Calcutta, nor that they were ever tranfmitted to Calcutta fo as to 
be any Rule of Conduftto the Defendant, orfoas tobeconfidered as a Conimiflion to 
the then fubfifting Governor. They faid, it appeared to be an Order from Perfons 
who went under the Name of Managers > riiat the Title was only a Commiflion and 
Inftruftions given by the Court of Managers to Nathaniel Halfey, Robert Hedges, 
and others by Name j that the Style run, ** We the Managers, &c, j" and that 
therefore it did not at all import to be the Standing Orders of the Company. 

Then the Witnefs was afleed, 

Whether he had taken the Papers produced from the Records of the Eaft India Company ? 

A. From a Bundle of Difpatches of the Year 1702^ it is common to tie up the original Dif- 
patches and Letters from Bengal. 

The Difficulty that has occurred is this *, it is required to know, whether thole which pur- 
port to be the Standing Orders for the Government of the Preftdency and Council at Bengal, were 
in fa< 5 f tranfmitted to that Prefidency and Council at Calcutta as the Rule for their Dircdlion. You 
have already explained that they were taken out of the Bundle that is docketed and called Dif- 
patches in the Year 17021 now, at that Time, in 1702, were there no Books kept of the 
rninfaflions of the Ea(t India Company here ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Arc thofc Books preferved ? 

A. They are. 

Have you looked into them to fee, whether there were sny Orders in them approving the 
tranfmitting of thofc Standing Orders i 

A. It is not ufual to enter the Difpatches to Bengal on the Minutes of the Court’s Proceedings. 

. Q; Have 



( *07 ) 


A. Of Hiat Date I have not. 

a Do« n« the Bundle of Difpatches yoii took this Paper frOch, cohtain other Difoatehts of 
ihc fame Penod that were fent to Bengal at that Time ? ^wpaecnea of 

A. There are many other Papers in the Bundle which may ha^e beeh fent to Bengal. 

Q. Do they purport to be Copies of Papers lent to Bengal t 
A. Thefc arc original Drafts. 

Q. How does it appear that they were prefcfved as original Drafts? 

A; It was the Cuftom of the Houfe. 

Q. Is it ftill the Cuftom of the Houfe, at this Time ? 

A. It is ftill. 

Q, As it appears from what has hitherto been read to be the Cuftom of the Couft of Direftors 

rSr^rS^'dVp^?'^ ^ ^ 

A. No. There are B^ks of Court Minutes, in which they enter their Proceedings; but they 
do not enter any of their Difpatches there. ® 

^ Have you not all the Difpatches that came from Bengal at that Period > 

A. Certainly. ” 

Qi Are they all preferved ? 

A. They are all preferved. 

‘*’'7 Notice of the Standing Orders 15 di- 
refted to the Prefident and Council at Bengal ? ® 

r ‘ 'Mn' 5' Order., which was fent fitrm Bengal at the 

ACquilitton of the Court of Dircftors, contains this very i^aragraph now read. * 

^ The Book of the Standing Orders fent from Bengal is at the India Houfe ? 

A, ics« 

It being fuggefted by the Houfe, that a little further Enquiry would probably make 

Commons ftated, that, if there was the leaft Hefitation 
about It, they would produce the Book To-morrow. ’ «ciiiaiion 

* they were not apprised of any fuch Stand- 

ing Orders. ^ they had been lo appnfed, they would not have troubl^ the Houfe 

th propolwl. to fave Time, that they fliould be corifidercd as read 

no^w, the Managers for the Commons undertaking tb produce the Book the next 

Whereupon it was ordered, that the Extrad fhould be taken Je Sene elTe • and if 
he Managers for the Commons fhould not give a fatisfadlory Account of it the next 
Day, It muft not be confidercd as Evidence. 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Part of the Proof they were 
tl en upon, was to trace the Orders before mentioned down to the prefent Period i 
but as the Book was to be produced To-morrow, they would defer that Head of 

J^^of ‘a few Line?. 

They then proceeded to ftate, that Mr. Haftings’S Reafons for going to Oude. 
and die Credentials which he took with him for his Authority, having bfen read to 
the Houfe, it appeared they had now traced the Matter down to tlfc Eve of his 

S haon^nSTe 7^®^ next give in Evidence therefore, the Tranraaions 
WaS, of 1 ' contained m a Paper called “ A Narrative of the 

defW tC wlo^? Benares;*' introduaory to which they 

Signed Warren Haftings, 

Edward Wheler, and 
John Maepherfon. 


** Honourable^ 





( ) 

[“ Honourable Sir*, • 

Par. 1. “ In our laft Letter from this Department, by the Swallow Packet, dated 29th Eye- 
cember 1781, we informed you of the Dctenuon of that Vcflcl for the Purpofc of carrying Nome 
a complete Narrative of the Governor General’s Proceedings while at Benares and Chtfhar, which 
we daily expected to receive from him j however, as the Length of this Paper, and the greae 
Number of References annexed to it, made it impolTible to fend them down fooner thati hie did, 
and we found it would require a long While to copy them after their Ariival, we determined tq 
difpatch the Swallow without them, judging that you would be impatient to hear from us on 
the Reftoration of Peace in the Diftrifts of Benares, and to receive the iateft Accounts Irom Ma- 
dras, of the Situation of Affairs in the Carnatic. 

Par. 2. “ Wc determined at the fame Time to difpatch the Nancy Snow, Captain Kilfern.'tn, with 
thefe Reports, as foon as they could be prepared-, and we have now tlic Fleafure to tia.i!mit them 
to you, a feparate Number in this Packet. 

Par. 3. “ The above P.tpcrs contain fuch a full Account of all the Tranfaftions of the Governor 
General upon this Service, together with the Motives and Rcafonings upon them, that we think it 
would be fuperfluous to add any Thing of our own, but to recommend them to )our attentive 
Pcrufal.] cCl} 

Par. 21. “ In confequence of a Minute from the Governor General, which makes a Number 
in this Packet, and in which wc heartily concur, wc have appointed Major Fairfax to take 
Charge of the important Difpatches which accompany this by the Nancy, he will therefore attend 
you with them immediately on his Arrival in England and having had local Opportunities of 
obtaining a complete Knowledge of theTranfaftions in the Zemindarry of Benares, is capable of 
anfwering any Enquiries which you may be dcfirogs of making upon Subjefts of fo uncommon a 
Natufe, and to explain thole Points to which your Curiofity may be direded, but which it is im- 
polTible for us to anticipate. 

“ Fort William, luh f'ebruary 1782. (Signed) Warren Mailings, 

Edward Wheler, 

John Maepherfon.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 31, intituled, “ Governor General’s Narrative at 
Benaris,” received per Nancy Jl4th July 1782. 

The fame was delivered in. 

Read, fcveral Extracts, beginning at Page i, and ending at Page 21. from a Copy of 
the faid Narrative, printed at Calcutta, by the Authority of Warren Haltings Eliquire, 
Governor General, and agreed by botli Parties to be authentic *. 

And then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 


* Vide Narrative infra next Page. 
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^NARRATIVE 9 f the I’HSVKKECTIOU which hoppeneJm the 
Zimii 4 ^y ^ BAN ARIS in the Month of Augufi 1781 ; and of the 
TranfaBions of the Governor General jm that DiftriB : With an Appen^ 
dix of authentic Papers and Agidavits, 


I HE following Sh«eo wtre written to guard the Minda of mjr Superion againft the Sufpicions 
CO which all great political Movements are liable, cfpecially I'uch as pafs at a Didance f rom 
rvation, and are attended with violent Convulfiona, or Revolutions, in any of the great De- 
pendencies or Relations of Government, and to which, from their Conformity to that Deicription, 
my late Tranfadions in Banaris were particularly expofed. On the fame Grounds they are now 
made public, for the Purptde of eflacing the like unfavourable Impreflions from the Breads of 
my Countrymen, if I, or my Adions, lhall have been deemed of fo much Conlctjocptc as to 
have drawn on me that Ei&ft of their Attention. Had I been prompted by the vain Ambition 
of difplaying my own Importance, a Levity of which I have never betrayed any Symptoms, I 
fliould certainly have feleded other Paflages of my publufk Life, for the GratiScation of fuch a 
Difpofltion. I claim no Meric in having furmounted, by the fuccefsful Zeal and Exertions of 
others, the Troubles, of which though long before conceived, my own Afts had accelerated the 
Birth i unlels I may be allowed a fmall Portion of Applaule, that I never fuffered them to embar- 
rafs the Hands in which 1 had left the Care of the fu^rior Government, nor myfelf to defpair of 
the publick Safety. Warren Hastings. 


t;?* [« To Edward Wheler and Jtrfin M*Pherfon, Efquircs, Members of the Council of Fort William. 

** Gentlemen, 

1 have now the Honour to you the Narrative, which I promifed in my Letter of the 
i8th Oftober, of the TranfaSions and Evenu which palfixl during the Courie of the lace Infur* 
region of this Province. I had begun it at the Time of the Date which is prefixt to it i but the 
bufy Scenes which followed, both while 1 was at Chuiiar, and after my Return to Banaris, hindered 
me foom profecuting it till a few Days before the Date which I have fu^ined to it. I did not 
chuie to alter the Introduction, although written at fuch a EMftance of Time from that in which 
the Body of the Work was executed, and even foom the Exiftence of the Events which are 
recorded in the latter, becaufe I found it not eafy to give it a new Form, without a total OmiOion 
of what had been already produced, while my Mind was^ animated by the recent and aflual 
^enes in which it was engaged, to an anxious and moft feeling Solicitnde, not more for the llTue 
of the impending Conteft, than for its Coni^uenccs on my own Reputation. In the Confeiouf* 
nels of the Reftuudet^my Intentions, I had allowed myfolr to ule an Appeal, the moft folemn 
and moft ikied that could bind my Relation to Truth, or imprefs the Conviflion of it on the 
Hearts of others ; nor could I, conuftently with my own Senfe of its Obligation, withdraw it, or 
coldly place it after the Narrative already written, and written under the Check which I had im- 
pofed upon it 1 know not whether I ihall be clearly underftood : If I am not, yet let this En- 
deavour to explain a feeming Impropriety in the ComruAton of this Performance be accepted for 
its Apology. 

** I have only to add my Hope, that as 1 have received the moft cordial Support in the pad 
Events from you, my rcfpklable and moft refp^ed Aflbeiates in the Adminiftration, and as it 
has been my unvaried Study to prevent your fufforing any Embarrallinent from them, my ConduA 
in them may alfo receive its firft Reward in the Teftimony of your Approbation. 

Banaris, 1 have the mnour to be, 

jift December 1781. Gentlemen, 

Yopr moft obedient, and moft faithful Servant, 

Warren Hastings.** 

^ Narrativet &c. 

Chunar, ift September 1781. 

I N whatever Maimer the Scene mw dole in which I am now engaged, the Calamities with which 
it opened will not fail, in their ftrft Impreflion, to influence in Degree the Minds of all Men 
in forming their Judgment of it. In the lowing Narrative, if I can truft to oiy own Senci* 
ments, or if tbofi: who foall read it will credit this I^laration m them, I lhall lefs ftudy to efface 
that ImprelTion, than fedk to diveft iny Mind of all partial Bias, and to deliver aU the paft Tranf- 
aAions and Occurrences with the ftriAeft and moft Imthful Regard to Truth i in which if I fail, I 
fail unknowingly : And may the God of Truth fo judge me, as my own Conicirnce fliall cundemo 
or acquit me of intentional Deception. 

The Motives and Ofcje^ of my Journey were various. With tbefc the Dcfign of my Tranf- 
aAions at Banaris had but a remote and iecondary Connexion. I left Calcutta on the 7th of 
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July. At Buxar Rajah Chcit Sing paid tpc the cuftomary Duty of Refpe^ti by advancing to that 
Place, which lay the ncarell to the Boundary Line of his Zemeedary. He brought with him a great 
Meet of Boats, which, as 1 afterwards learned, were crowded with Two thoufand armed and chofen 
Men. '1 his Circumllance was noticed by many of the Gentlemen who accompanied me, and was 
certainly a Deviation from the ellablilhed Rules of Decorum, not only fuch as arc obferved from 
Valfals to their Superiors, but even fuch as pafs between Equals. An Inftance of this will be 
remembered by many to have happened at Banaris in the Year 1773, Meeting which took 
place there between the late Vizecr Shujah ud Dowlah and myfclf. He had left his Capital with a large 
Retinue, but hearing that I came unattended, hedifmiiTcd his Followers, and met me with a State 
as humble as mine. 

1 received the Kaj.ih with Civility, and without any Expreflion of Difpleafurc. I left Buxar the 
next Morning, and received a fccond Vifit from the Rajah in my Boat. After a Ihort Space he 
dcTircd to fpeak to me in private. The Particulars of our Converfation I do not exaiSIy remember : 
I can only relate the Subftance of it. He profefled much Concern to hear that I was difplcafed 
with him, and Contrition for having given Caufc for it, alTuring me that his Zemeedary, and all 
that lie p di'clTed, were at my Devotion ; he exprcITed his Fears for Owfan Sing, who had been 
fomc Days in my Suite, and of the Intrigues of his Relations t and he accompanied his Words by 
an Aid n cither Urongly cxprclTivc of the Agitation of his Mind, or his Dcfire to imprefs on mine 
a Convidion of his Sincerity, by laying his I urban on my Lap. I replied, that I had not feen 
Owlan Sing, nor concerned myfclf about him, nor (liould 1 defeend to be a Party in his Family 
Difagreemeots ; that my Bufincls w.is with him, and with him only •, that what he had heard, or 
might hive conjedured, of my Difplealure w.is true ; And I entered into a full DifculTion of the 
Caul'cs ot it ; that I h.id been already once deceived by his Oaths and Proteftations, and Ihould not 
luMcr my Pu'-jio.'e to be changed, or my Duty to be overruled, by any verbal Concelfions or De- 
clarations, w hich were made with little Coft, and for the Obfcrvance of which I had no Pledge nor 
Wan ant to credit them. He pleaded his Inability to anfwcr my Charges againll him, admitted that 
he W.IS in every refped faulty, but defired that I would forget the paft, and form my Opinion of 
him on his future Behaviour. I declined any further Converfation upon the Subjedt, and he took 
his Le.tvc. 

A'l the preec ling Converfation was accidental, and made no Part of the Plan which I had con- 
certed in my own Mind tor my Condudl with the Rajah, 1 kept no Minutes of it, nor (hould have 
thought It deferving of a Blace in this Narrative, but for the Weight which he has fince given to it, 
and that it might not be imputed to me as a defigned Suppreflion, if I made no mention of it. I 
(hall procctcl to relate the Subjefts to which it alluded, and add the Purpofes which 1 had in 
Contemplation eoncerning them. 

On the fiift Intelligence of the War with France in July 1778, it was rcfolved in Council, that 
Rajah Chcit Sing (hould be required to contribute an extraordinary Subfidy for the Expence which 
this new Exigency had impoted on our Government ; and the Sum was limited to Five Lacks of 
Rujiccs for the current Year. After many Excufes and Proteftations of Inability, he at length 
confented, with a very ill Grace, to the Payment, and with a much worfc difeharged it. The 
next Year the fame Demand was repeated, and he attempted in like Manner to elude it, affedting 
to borrow Money in fmall Sums, and to fell his Plate and Jewels, to raife it v nor was it paid at 
laff, till he had reduced the Board to the Extremity of ordering Two Battalions of Scepoys to the 
Neighbourhood of Ramnagur, and quartering them upon him, with their Pay charged to his Ac- 
count, until the whole Payment was completed. 

Early in the following Y'ear, about the Month of May, he deputed Lalla Suddanund, who 
was his Buxey, and the confidential Manager of his Affairs, on a private Commiflion to me, to 
lolicic my Forgivciiefs of his paft Condudl, and to give me Affuranccs, confirmed by Oath, of his 
future Submiflion to the Orders of my Government, and Compliance with my Advice. I accepted 
his Excull's, and promifed him an Oblivion of all that had palled of exceptionable in his Conduff, 
and my future Protedlion, and every good Office in my Power, fo long as he adhered to his Pro- 
feffions ', requiring only, as the Pledge of their Sincerity, that he would immediately notify his 
ready and unrclavcd Confent to the Demand which would be made upon him, this being the 
Period for it, of the Subfidy for the current Year, and that he would ufe no Delay in difeharging 
it. I at the fame I’imc explained to Suddanund, the Nature of the Demand j its Conformity to 
the Cuftoms of all States in Times of extraordinary Emergency j and affured him, that though he 
muft cxpcifl a Repetition of it every Y'ear fo long as the War lafted, yet it could not be juftly 
drawn into a Precedent for exading an increafe on his regular and ftipulated Rent j and, fo far as 
it could depend upon me, 1 gave him the ftrongeft AlTuranccs, and 1 believe very iolemn Afle- 
vcr.itions, that it Ihould not. Suddanund vowed the fulleft Obedience on the Part of his Maftcr ; 
the Demand was accordingly made •, and the Rajah anfwercd it with a liberal and unreferved 
Declaration of his Acquiclcence. I expeded the immediate Payment of the whole Sum, accord- 
ing to his Promife, and I placed a Reliance upon it fo far as to deftine the Appropriation of it to the 
Support of the Detachment which was then ading in tlie Province of Malva, under the Command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Camac, not apprehending any Policy which could warp him from the llrong 
Obligation of fuch an Eng.igcmcnt, and from the evident intereft which he had in fulfilling it. I 
was mifttken. The Fixlt Payment was made in different Periods in the Courfe of a Month, 
amounting to about a Lack of Ifupces; and there, as I recoiled, he ftopped, and even defeended 
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to tk Mcajnefs of writing to folicit the Forbearance gf the Remainder, that it might be included 
in the regular Payments of the cnfu.ng Year which w% then approaching. I am not polTcS at 
this Time of the Materials for afcertaming the Dates of the Demand, U of h,s Letter written 
in Acquiefcence of It, nor the Dates and correfpondent Sums of the fublequent Pavmeins • hut I 
defim that thefe may be inferred by the Secretary, as a Noteto this Pagelf 1 nC " J * 1 

IS fufficient to fay that the Demand was made, and the whole Payment ctnitquently due. in fuly 
thatit was notunt .1 the Month of Oaober. nor until the fame Conftraint was pradikd to 0^21 
his Obedience as had ufed in the precceding Year, by an Order for' the Advance of Two 
gallons of Sepoys for that Purpofe. that the BaFanceof the Subfidy, which was Two Lacks and a 
Half of Rupees, was difeharged. In the mean Time, thcRefuIcnt received an Order from the 
Board to remit the Money as he received it, by Bills, to the Paymattcr of Lieutenant Colonel 
C^acs Detachment; but thefe, from Latenefs of the Receipts, wcic not Imt until the Dc- 
tachmen had fuffe^ the Extremity of Diftrefs from the Want of Money, and very great Dcfer- 
tions ; all which Calamities I chargc'to Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Account, as it is certain that mv Keh.nnce 
on his Faith, and his Breach of it, wem the principal Caufes that no other I’rovihon had been 
made for the Detachment, and that it fuffered (uch Want in Conirquence 
Itiswiththe greateftTcndcrncfs that I recur to the paft DifU-iuions in our Goverrment; but 
I am compelled to it on this Occafion, for the Elucidation of tiie Condudt of this Man; which 
had the Appearance of Ixing invariably guided by the Reports which were made to liim of the 
State of my Influence. When he deputed his Buxey Suddanund to me, in the Manner wliiuh I 
have rucntioncd, an apparent Harmony had taken place in our Councils, with the general !■ xpcc‘fa. 
tion of Its being permanent. The Powers of our (Jovernment whenever united, and, if I may life 
the Term, confolidated, by fuch an Event, will ever recover the Rclbcdl which is due to them, 
cfpccially from thole who have rendered thcmfclvcs obnoxious to its 1 errors. l*he Sub^eft which 
produced the lubfequent Conteft between Mr. Francis and myfelf, originated a little befbic tl,c 
Departure of Suddanund from the Prefidency, but was not perhaps titi.er generally known, or 
known to have grown into a decided Breach, till the latter End of July. A Reference to the 
Proceedings of that Period will prove the Grounds of this Suppofltion. It was the prelcribed 
uty of Cheit Sings Vackeels in Calcutta, to furnilh him with every little Anecdote which bore 

K T ft D po^<?rnment. I believe, that the deliberate M.-inner in which he 

made the Hrft Papent of the Subfidy of that Year, was dilated by the Doubts fuegellcd of the 
F^irtnnefs of my Authority ; and I am morally certain, that his fubfequent Excufes and Delays in 
the I ayment of the Refidue of the Subfidy, were caufed by the Belief that I was no longer able to 

^ A ^ '• -a • was the Report, that a few Months would clofe the Feiiod of 

my Adminiftrauon altogether. That I had his lolemn Prornile, in the Manner which I have recited, 
to pay the Subfidy as folemnly affirm} and his Letter, aflenting to the Payment, wl.ich is re- 
corded on our Conlultations, is aftrong prefumptivc Evidence of it: And that he evaded the Per- 
formance of his I romifc} that he attempted to the utmoft of his Power, to elude it altogether, is 
alfo proved by the Record of the Dates of the different Payments} the Minutes of the Board re- 
lating to them } and the Order of the Board for the March of a Detachment for the Piirpofc of 
compelling him to perform it. That this Order had a principal Effcft in bringing him to a Com- 
pliance, I believe j but I alio attribute a Share of it to the approaching Departure of Mr. Francis, 
which was publifhcd and generally expefted. ’ 

‘J? Gentleman whofc Name I have rcludantly repeated in this Digrcffion, to 

S d'ftant Hint, to impute any Part of this Policy to him, and in my Heart do totally 
d delibcrarcly acquK him of any Concern in it, however, in the Refcntmcnt of inftant Dilhppoint- 

S I Mind to catch fuch a Sufpicion} although I believe that, if 1 have. 

It has been facrcdly confined to my own Breaft. 

in Cha^e which I had to prefer againft the Rajah. The Second was fimilar 

lie Bo^i ?if"‘^ Month of November 1780, a Rclolution p ITcd 

Ihl Kk to the Nabob Vizeer, advifing him to require from 

the Nabob Fyz-Oolla Khan, the Number of Troops ftipulated by Treaty, expreffed, as it was 


* Note by the Secretary. 

Dem^d, Secret Confulcation aad June 1780. 

Acquiefcence, expreffed in a Letter from the Refident, dated aill July. Publie Confultation 7th 
oepteraber 1780, 


30th July 1780 — . 

«... 

— 37sOOO 

3 1 ft Ditto — 

... 

— 20,000 

3d Auguft — 

5th Ditto — 

' — 

-- 27,500 

— 

— 1,00,000 

2oih September — 


24th Ditto — 

... 

47,000 

18th Oflober — 


— 7,000 

20th Ditto 


— 2,50,000 

Ru[)ec$ 5,oo,oOo 


then 
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then underftood to be, 5,000 Horfe*, and that the UIm Demuid ihould bo nude on Ragall Cbck 
Sing, for ail the Cavalry in his Pay which h( could fpate for our Service. At i^t Tine we noodi 
in need of every Aid that could be devifed, to repel the multiplied Dangera which furrounded Ul« 
The Rajah was fuppoled to maintain a very large and exKnlive Standing Force, and t^ Sffengda 
tS his Cavalry alone was eftimated at Two thoufand, 1 had formerly eapprieir^ their Utili^ in 
the War with the Senadeei, in which they were fucceiifully employ^, and hherally The 

Demand was formally made, both in a Letter from myfelf, and in Peti^n by the ReAdept, Mr. 
Fowke, in the eafy and indefinite Terms mentioned above. Hia Anfweta were eyafive, p h^ ing 
(as I recoiled, for I am not in Pofleflion of them) the Scantinela oC the Klbkbli 9 >ineot, its Employ* 
ment in enforcing the Coiledions, and the Danger of thcle failing if the |)etachmeot were with- 
drawn. At length a more peremptory Order was fent to him, and repeated by the prdent HefuJ^ 
Mr. Markham. The Number required was a, 000, and afterwards reduced to the Demand cd 
1,500, and iaftly to i, 030 , but with no more Succcls. He offered but fipailhed none. 

Thefe Infiances of Contumacy and Difobedience, criminal tu they were in thetn^lves, and 
aggravated by the extreme and known Diftrefles and Dangers of the fuperior State, to which 
he owed not only perfonal Fealty, but every voluntary Aid which all the Reiburces of his 
Zemeedary could contribute, appeared to me of lefs Ctmflderation as fuch, than as they were 
Evidences of a deliberate and fyfiematic Conduct, aiming at the total Subvrrfiun of the Au- 
thority of the Company, and the Erediion of his own Independency on its Ruins. Tbit bad 
been long and generally imputed to him. It was reported chat he had inherited a vafi Mals of 
Wealth from hu Father Bulwant Kng, which be had lecured in the Two firoug Fortrellcs of 
‘ Bidjeygur and Lutteefpoor, and made yearly Additions to itt that he kept up a large Military 
Efiabhlhment both of Cavalry, of difciplined and irregular Infantry, and or Artillery i that be had 
the above and many other Fortrefies, of firong Confirudion, and in good Repair, and con^tly 
well ftored and garrifoned t that bia Aumilt and Tenants were cncourt^cd and habituated to treat 
Engliih Paflengers with Inhofpitality and with Enmity that he maintained a Correfpoadeocc with 
the Marattahs, and other Powers who either were or might eventually become the Enemies of our 
State} and if the difafieAed Zemeedari Fyubad ai^ Behar were not included in the Report, 
which I do not recoiled, we have had woeful Proof, that there was equal Room to have fulled 
the like Intercourfe between them i and Iaftly, that he was colleding, or bad prepared, every Pro- 
vifion for open Revolt, waiting only for a proper Seaibn to declare it, whjeh was luppofed to de- 
pend either on the Arrival of a French Armament, or on a Marattah Invafion. 

This Oefign had been greatly favoured by the unhappy Divifions of our Government, in which 
he preiumed to uke an open Part. It is a Pad, that when thefe had proceeded to an Extremity 
bordering on civil Violence, by the Attempt to wrefi from me my Authority, in tbe Month of June 
1777, he had deputed a Man named Sumboonaut, with an ezprefs CommilTion to my Opponent, 
and the Man had proceeded as far as Moorlhedabad, wheo hearing of the Change of Affaus which 
had taken place at the Prefidency, he fiopp^, and the Rajah recalled him. 

it may perhaps be urgd in favour of Rajah Cheit $ing, that he was jufttfiable by the Principle 
of good Policy, in feeking a State Independency } that Wic had no natural Right tp Ids Vaf- 
falage, having acquired it, with all our other Rights of Dominion, by no other Charter than the fue- 
ceftful Spirit of Enterprize. Were this truly the Cafe, it would reduce the Relation between us to 
the primitive Law of Nature, and it would be et^ually incumbent on us, on dw Ground slone, to ulo 
every Means to confirm and perpetiute hit Subjeftion. as it would be aHowsble in him to emanci- 
pate himfelf from it. But fomething more, I apprehend, was due, Imh as a political and even 
moral Obligation, from him.-— Hii FatMr, Bulwant Sing, derived the Degree of Inwpen^ncy, which 
he polTcfled during the latter Period of his Life, from the Prote^ion and Intervention of our Govt^n- 
ment. His Son, Cheit Sing, obtained, from our Infiuence exerted by nqrfirlfy the Firft legal Tkle that 
his Family ever polTeired of Proper^ in die Land of which be till then was only the Admil, and of 
which he became the acknowlnlj^ Zemeedar by a Sunnud granted to him by the Nabob ud 
Dowlsh, at my Infiance, in the Month of September 1 773, On the Succcifion the Nabob AIF>f ud 
Dowlah, the Righanif Sovereignty which were heW by him oyer the Zemeixli^ were tratitferivd by 
Treaty to the Company. ThoTe Rights were IndHputibiy lui, and became, by his Afintation of them, 
as indifpuubly the Company’s ; and every Obligation ^ Fidelity and Obedience which is due from a 
Zemeedarto the fuperior Magiftrate, by theConftitution of Hindoftan, became as much theRight ofthe 
Company from Cheit Sing, as it had been due to his former Sovereign, with tbe additional Ties of 
Gratitude for the fuperior Advantages which he was allowed to pofiels with ius new Relation. The 
unexampled Lenity of our Government, in reUnqmfiung to him the fr^ and uncontrouled Rule of his 
Zeibeedary, fubjed to a limited annual Fine, and the Royalties of the Mint, Adminiftration of 
Juftice, and Police, ought to have operated as an additiooil CWm on W t^ideUty, but evidently 
lerved to ftimulate his Ambition, and perhaps to excite in hia Mind an Opinion that he polfefied an 
inherent Right of Self-dependency. 

I confidered Cheit Sing as culpable in a very high Dt^fee towards our State} and h'u Punifo- 
ment, of which I had given him frequent Warmnas, if he (fid not amend his Cohdufl, as an Ex- 
ample which Juftice and Policy required, equaify for the Reparation of the Wrongs which its 
Dignity had fuftained, and for tbe future Frelervadon of its Authority. I was refolved to draw 
from his Guilt the Means of Relief to the Company's Diftrefles, and tu exafl a Penalty, which t 
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was convinced tie was able to bear, from a Fund which I was allb convinced he had dedincd for 
Purpofes of the mod dangerous Tendency to the Company’s Dominion. In a Word, 1 had 
determined to make him pay largely for his Pardon, or to exaft a Icvere Vengeance for his pad 

Delinquency. . . 

Thofe who have been accudomed to regard Cheit Sing as a Vadal or tributary Prince, may 
revolt at the Idea of treating him with fuch Indignity, and call it an Oppredion. I'hcy will fup- 
pofe nothing due from him to the Company, but the Payment of his dipulatal Tribute, and 
that the Pledge of his Exemption from every other Claim : I fufpeft too, that the Deeds which 
pafll'd between him and the Board, on the Transfer of the Zcmcedary to the Company iil 
1775, arc by many underdood to bear the Quality and Force of a Treaty of optional Con- 
ditions between equal States. To fuch I rc^y. That fuch an Opinion is itfelf criminal to 
the State of which he was a Subjedt, and that he was himfclf amenable to its Judicc, if he gave 
Countenance to the Belief. He paid no Tribute to the Company, but a fixed annual Rcnr. The Deeds 
by which he held his Zemeedary, and the Company their Claim to their Portion of its Revenue, 
were a Sunnud or Grant, and a Potta or Leale, executed on the Part of the Company j and a 
Coboolecat or Agreement, and Kidbundy or Account of Payments to be made by Indalmcnts, on 
his Part. Thcfe, excepting the fpecial Privileges allowed to the Rajah, of the Mint, the Cutwallecsi 
of Banaris and Jowanpoor, the Fowjdary and Aumceny •, that is fo far as they relate to the Zcmce- 
dary alone, arc drawn prccifely in the fame Forms as Indrumcnts of the fame Denominations in- 
terchanged with the Zemeedars of Bengal. I refer to the Indrumcnts thcmfelves, which will make 
a Number in the Appendix to this Narrative ; in which it will be feen on how different a Tenure, 
and how infinitely below Independency, he really held his Zemeedary. The Sunnud and Co- 
boolceat are Counterparts of each other; the former preferibes the Revenue which was to be paid, 
and the Duties which were to be performed, as the Conditions on which the Rajah was confirmed 
in the Poffeflion of his Zemeedary ; and of thefc Conditions the Cobooleeat is a Pledge or Engage- 
ment for the Performance. In the fird, the Government and Sovereignly of the Zcmcedary tranf- 
ferred by the Nabob Afibf ud Dowlah to the Company, are dated as the Bafisof it : T he 'Zemee- 
dary is confirmed to him : A drift Ohfervation and Execution of the Duties incumbent on him ; 
to behave with Moderation and Kindnefs to the Reyots and People: to promote the Cultivatioti 
and Enereafe of the Inhabitants and Produce of the Lands ; to preierve the Peace, ami punijh the 
Difturbers of it ; and to pay a yearly Rent of Twenty-three Lacks, I'oriy thoufand. Two hundred 
and Forty-nine Mahidar Rupees in monthly Payments, agreeable to the Kidbtindy ; are mod 
driftly and pofitively commanded and enjoined ; and the Officers of the Zemeedary are com- 
manded to regard him as the Zemcedar, and to acknowledge his Authority in the feveral Ails ap^ 
pertaining thereunto. I mud oblervc, that in the Trandation of the Sunnud, the yearly Revenue 
is in one Place, through the Negligence of the Tranflator, expreffed by the Word Pribute-, but 
it is not on the Trandation, nor on the Will of a Trandator, that the Rights of the Company de- 
pend. I affirm the Word to be falfe, as it is inconiidcnt with the proper Term Revenue, imme- 
diately following in the fame Trandation, and with the fame Term Revenue occurring in the 
Trandation of the Cobooleeat or Agreement. 

The Cobooleeat alfo fets off with dating the Company’s Sovereignty as the Bafis of the Agree- 
ment, and acknowledges the Grant made by the Company to Rajah Cheit Sing of the Zemeedary, 
and other Privileges recited in the Sunnud : And it proceeds to exprefs, that it fhall be his Duty 
to do every Thing that may be needful and ufual for the Interejl of the Country, to provide 
for the IVelfare of the Inhabitants, to be attentive to the Enereafe and Security of Cultivation and Im- 
provement of the Revenues, to ufe his Endeavours to expel Robbers, i^c. and pay the annual Revenue of 
Government, in the Manner preferibed by the Sunnud. 

To obviate Mifapprehendons, I think it proper to remark, that in the above Recitals I have 
abridged the I'cxt, where it was too prolix and involved for literal Qirotation, and given'tlie Sub- 
dance in the clofed Senfc of it ; but where I have ufed the oiiginalWords of the Tranflations, I 
have didinguidicd them by Italic Letters as fuch. The Copies in the Appendix will dicw with 
what Fidelity I have conformed to the Text in both Indances, 

I have dwelt with a greater Strefs and with a more minute Ex.nftnefs, on the foregoing Subjeft, 
bccaufe it is on this Point that the Judicc and Propriety of my Conduft mud wholly turn. It 
Rajah Cheit Sing pofleffed the Zemeedary of Banaris in his own Right, and with an inherent 
and exclufivc Authority ; if he owed no Allegiance to the Company, nor Obedience beyond the 
Payments of a dipulatfd Tribute; lam liable to Condemnation for exafting other Duties from 
him, and for all the Confequences of that Exaftion ; and he is guiitlcfs : but if the Company, 
poffening the acknowledged Rights of his tbrmer Sovereign, held an abfolutc Authority over, him ; 
if in the known Relation of Zemcedar to the fovereign Authority, or the Power delegated by it, 
he owed a perfonal Allegiance and an implicit and unreferved Obedience to that Authority, at the 
Forfeiture of his Zemeedary, and even of his Life and Property, at the Difcrction of thofe who 
held or fully reprelentcd the fovereign Authority ; it in Corroboration of the general and implied 
Obligation, he was bound to it by written Engagements and fpecific Conditions ; I am war- 
ranted in my Affertion of the Rights of Government, which were fully and wholly delegated to 
me ; and 'he alone is refponfible for his Oppofition to them, and for all the Confequences which 
h«ve attended that Oppofition. 

F t 
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Whether 1 have exercifed the Po\^cr vcfkd in me with Jufticc and wiih Moderationi will ap- 
pear from the preceding Relation^ and the following Parts of this Narrative, 

Before I quit ilus DigrcfTion, 1 muft further trcfpafs on the Patience of the Board» and of thofe 
for whofe Judgment it is ultimately written, by a more pointed Application of the above to my 
own pcrlbnal (.onduft and Character. 

I will luppofe for a Moment that I have erred, that I have afted with an unwarranted Rigour 
towards Cheit Sing, and even with Injullice. Let my Motive be confultcd. I left Calcutta im- 
pre/Ted with the Belief, that extraordinary Means were neceflary, and thofe exerted with a ftrong 
Hand, to prelervc the Company’s Interefts from finking under the accumulated Weight which 
opprefled them. I faw a-poluical Neccflity for curbing the overgrown Power of a great Member 
of their Dominion, and making it contribute to the Relief of their prefTing Exigencies. If I 
erred, my Error was prompted by an Excefs of Zeal for their Interefts, operating with too 
ftrong a Bias on my Judgment. But rare are the Inftanccs in which the Judgment fufFers the 
Bias of fuch an Operation •, and much ftronger is the Prefumption, that Afts, prompted by ant 
iinmixed Attention to the Public Interefts, arc founded on juft Principles, than that they arc the 
Rcfult of a mifguided Judgment. 

PofTibly it may be fufpeded, — and may God forgive thofe who know me, and countenance the 
Sufpicion i I have no Title to an Exemption from it with others that I was influenced by a fccrcc 
and mercenary Inter».ft. I have heard of the Pradicc of holding out the Terrors of Authority, 
and the Denunciations of Difgracc, Difmiflion, and War, as the Inftruments of private Rapacity. 
I'hough the Charge, if true, is capable of pofitivc Convidion, yet I know of no dired Evidence which 
could refute it, where it wercfalle; for no one can be confeious of the Rcceflcs of another’s Mind. 
I can therefore only offer fuch prefumptivc Proofs of my Intention, as the Nature of it will ad- 
mit, and Accident has provided. Thefe arc my early and confidential Declarations, and the At- 
teftations of thole to whom they were made. In a Point of fuch public Moment, independently 
of the near Intereft which I have in cftablilhing the Truth of it, Mr. Whcler will pardon my Ap- 
peal to him, although in one Light it may tend to involve him in a Participation of the Reproach 
of thofe who may regard every Severity (hewn to Cheit Sing as criminal, however founded. He 
will doubtlefs recoiled the Converfation which I had with him on the Subjed, on the Eve of my 
Departure from Calcutta; our mutual Opinion of Cheit Sing’s pad Condud; mine of the Jufticc 
and Policy of exading an exemplary Punifhmcnt for it, by a large pecuniary Muld ; the Sum to 
which I then declared my Rciblution to extend it ; my Convidion of his Ability to pay it ; and the 
Two Alternatives on which I had rcfolvcd, if he refuftd to fubmit to it. He will alfo remember, 
that 1 befpoke his Confidence in the Means which I (hould ufc for this End, and his Sup- 
port in the Ifluc of them, I entreat him to give me his formal and circumftantial Attefta- 
tion of thefe Fads, and that he will permit it to be inferred in this Part of my Narrative *. 
After fiu h an Appeal, it would be as fuperfluous as indelicate to call in the Aid of other Tefti- 
monies, if all that were required were no more than to afeertain that I did hold fuch a Converfation 
as that which I allude to with him. The Conclufion will be much ftrengthened by its Agree- 
ment with Dcclaiations made by me on the fame Subjed, and nearly at the fame Point of Time, 
to others. 1 Ihall therefore require fimilar Atreftations f from Major Palmer, my Military Secre- 
tary, and from Mr. Anclerfon, my appointed Afliftant on this Deputation. With thefe Re- 
feienccs, and their Rcfult, I (hall make my laft and folcmn Appeal to the Bread of every Man 
who (hall read this, Whether it is likely, or morally polTiblc, that I (hould have tied down my 
own future Condud to fo decided a Procefs and Series of Ads, if I had fecretly intended to 
threaten, or to ufe a Degree of Violence, for no other Purpofe than to draw from the Objed of 
it a mercenary yVtonement for my own private Emolument, and fuffer all this Tumult to ter. 
ruinate in an ollenfiblc and unfubftantial Submiflion to the Authority which I reprefented 
Whether it is likely, or morally pofTible, that I (hould have chofen to irritate the Feelings of 
my Colleague in Office, and expofe mylclf to all the EfFcds of his Indignation, by fo wanton 
.and unneceffary a Deception ; or lower my own Dignity and Charadcr, and afford fo bafe an 
Example to luy Infeiiors, by pretending to make them privy to Ads which I never meant to 


• Mr. Wilder. — I have the Plcafurc to comply with the Governor General’s Requeft, and will chearfully 
in this PI.rc, what 1 at prefent recoiled to have palfcd between Ub, at the Time and on the Ciicum- 
Aaiiccs which he incnhons. 

1 well remembtr, that on the Eve df the Governor Ccncrarg Departure from Calcutta, the Condud of Cheit 
Sinp/ldtc Rajah of Batiarls, was a jirincipal Subjed of a confidential Difeourfe between us, and that he befpoke 
luy Su])|)ort of the Meafurc’S whi^h he intended to purfue towards him. — I recoiled that the Governor General 
tlioiiglu the Rajah’s Oifem es were fuch as to require early Punilhment, and as liis Wealth was great, and the 
Company’s Exigencies prelHng, it was thought a Meafure of Policy and Juftice to exaft from him a large pecu- 
niary Muld for their Relief ; the Sum to which the Governor declared his Refolution to extend the Fine, 
was Foiiy or Fifty Lacks ; his Ability to pay it was fluted as a Fad that could not admit of a Doubt; and the 
q\\o Alterriiiiivcs on whiclt the Governor declared himfclf to have refoivcd, if Cheit Sing refufed to comply 
with the Requifition, were, to the beft of my Rccollcdion, either a Removal from his Zcmccdary entirely ; or, 
by takinp^ immediate Poffeirion of aU hli Forts, to obtain, out of the Treafure deponted in them, the above Sum 
(or the Company. 

f Vide Appendix. 
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perform, and from which I could not depart with any poflible Shew of Rcafon, but the manifeft 
Sacrifice of my Integrity. A Man actuated by fuch a Motive, and poiTclIing the Truft which 
I held, would have ufed a Cover to his Venality } he would not have compromifed himfclf by 
pofitive Declarations of what he would do, much Icfs by detailing his Intentions in a Series 
of Trials, as they might fucccflively fail ; but would have been contented with diftant and 
indefinite Intimations and Suggeftions, which obvioufly left his Aflions open to Enquiry and Va- 
riation, which could not fubjedl him to the Imputation of Inconfiftency, if they were produdive 
of no Effed, and which he might ufe as Jollifications, if his Artifices Ihould chance to operate 
with the Effed oftcnfibly portended by them. 

I now return to my Narrative. 

I arrived at Banaris on the Morning of the t4th of AugUft ; thfc Rajah fomc Hours lattr; 
I forbad his coming that Evening to my Quarters, as he had intended, and required him to defer 
his future Vifits until he Ihould receive my Permiflion, as I had fomc previous Matters to fettle 
with him, of which he would be informed by the Uefident, whom I mould depute to him the 
next Morning for that Purpofe. 

My Narrative will be bell continued, nor will the Thread of it be broken, by the following 
Copy of my Report of my Proceedings, and of the Confcqucnces which attended them, to Mri 
Whcler, then the only effedive Member of the Board. 


I'o Edward Whelcr, Efquire. 


“ I arrived at Banaris on the 14th Inllant. My Tranfadions with the Rajah being of a molt 
important Nature to the prefent and future Interefts of the Company, I have determined to inform 
you of them without Delay, in the Order in which they have occurred 
“ The Firft Step which I judged it neceflary to take, as the Ground on which my futufc Pro- 
ceedings with the Rajah were to be conduded, was to recapitulate in Writing the fcvcral Inftanccs 
of his Condud, which for fomc Time pall have repeatedly drawn upon him the feverc Reprehen- 
fions of the Board, and to demand a clear and fatisfadory Explanation. 

“ This Paper I fent to the Rajah, by the Hands of Mr. Markham, who was direded to require 
an immediately Anfwcr. Late in the Evening his Anfwcr arrived. The following are Copies of 
both.” 


“ No. I. To Raja Cheit Sing. 

** It is about Sixteen Months fince Lallah Suddnuand, your Buxey and confidential Servaht^ 
came to Calcutta, charged with an exprefs CommilTion and Authority to make Excufes for your 
pall Condud, and to give me Aflfuranccs, confirmed by Oath, of your future SubmilTion to my 
Advice and the Orders of my Government. As a Tell of your Sincerity, I required an immediate 
and unreferved Acquiefcencc in the Demand, which at the fame Time was made to you in the 
Name of the Governor General and Council, of a Subfidy of Five Lacks of Rupees, for the Ex- 
pcnces of the War. With this Demand you oftcnfibly complied in your Anfwcr to my Letter ; 
and the Buxey promifed me verbally, in your Name, and in Terms fo ftrong as amounted to the 
fulleft Aflurance, that there Ihould be no Delay in the Payment. Relying on this Agreement and 
Promife, I gave Orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then Refident at this Place, to receive the Money, 
and remit it to Colonel Camac, for the Pay of the Army which had been ordered to march towards 
tlic Province of Malva •, and I made no other Provifion for it, fuch was my Confidence in your 
Faith. But you deceived me; and, after having made the Firft Payment of a few Rupees, either 
confultihg the Temper of the Times, or conforming to a premeditated Defign, you, by Shifts and 
Pretexts, withheld the Remainder, until the Army, for whofe Ufe it was intended, was reduced to 
the laft State ofDiftrcfs. Many Hundreds deferted, and, had an Enemy at that Time appeared 
againft them, their total Deftrudion had been inevitable. In all this Time daily Application 
was made to you by the Refident, and I wrote repeated Letters to you j but you paid no 
Regard to cither. Befides this, I required, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, by 
Letter, and ordered Mr. Fowke to repeat the Requifition in Perfon, that you ftiould furnilh a 
Body of Horfc to aflift and aft with the Armies of the Company j and when Mr. Markham fuc- 
cteded Mr. Fowke, I gave him an Order to repeat the Demand, which he did accordingly, with 
frequent and almoft daily Importunity, limiting the Number to 1,500, and afterwards to 1,000. 
To this Demand you returned evafivc Anfwers, nor to this Hour have you contributed a fingle 
Horfeman. 

“ 1 pafs over other Inftances of your Conduft, in which, through the Means of your fecret Agents,- 
you have endeavoured to excite Diforders in the Government on which you depend j and your 
Neglcft of the Duty which you owe to it, and to the Sulgefts of this Zemcedary, by fuffering 
the daily Perpetration of Robberies and Murders, even in the Streets of the City of Banaris itfclf, 
to the great and public Scandal of the Englilh Name, and in Violation of one of the Conditions 
on which you received the Confirmation of this Zemeedary. But as the Two foregoing Inftances 
amount to a direft Charge of Difaffeftion and Infidelity to the Government on which you depend, 
*nd happened at a Time in which it was your Duty more cfpccially to have exerted yourfelf in the 
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Support uf its Intcrcfls, 1 have therefore jucigcJ it proper to ftate them to you thus fully in Writing, 
and to icqiiirc your Anfwer to them-, and this I exped immediately.** 

“ No. 2. hVom Rajah Cheit Sing to the Honourable the Governor General. 

‘‘ I received your Letter delivered to me by Mr. Markham, and I have underftood every Parti- 
cular (j[ Its Coiiteiits. Sir, alter the Arrival of Sheakh Ally Nucky, I obferved all the Order> which 
you lent me-, and I received the Letter which thedeccafed Sheakh brought me, informing me that 
every Sulpicion was now completely removed from your Mind, and that I mult confider you, a 3 
i(>.rnurly, attentive to me. But 1 have not experienced from you the fame Geneiofuies as formerly. 
I lent you repeatedly Letters reprefenting to your Confideration my unhappy Circumftanccs j but 
you never honoured me with any Reply. For this Reafon 1 fein my Buxev Suddanund to your 
l*relince, enjoining him to reprefent to you the Firmnefs of my Obedience and Art’chmenc, to 
lay before you the Particulars of my Situation, and to learn the Difpofition of your Mind cowards 
me. He arrived accordingly in your Prefence, and reprefented every Thing in a proper Manner. 
I have never deviated in the fmallell Degree from thefe ProfelTions-, and the Benefits and Civi- 
lities with which you have honoured me, have given me the greateft Satisfaftion ; and I have con- 
fidered you as the Source from which I derived the Fulfil.ment of all my Wiflies and Defircs. It 
is my firm Hope that I may be always favoured with your Direftions. In this Manner I com- 
plied, with the utmofl Readinefs, with the Order you lent me for the Payment of Five Lacks of 
Rupees on account of the Isxpences of the War. I fent firfl: One Lack of Rupees, with an An- 
fwer to your Letter afterwards, having paid to Mr. Fowke the Sum of One Lack and Seventy 
thouiand Rupees, I fent a Letter, requeuing a further Allowance of Time to enable me to make 
foinc Preparations. To this 1 received no Reply, it being no Time for Delay. Notwitlifland- 
ing this, I was not a Moment inattentive to this Concern j and as ffX)n as my Buxey arrived, I 
paid immediately the remaining Part of the Sum. The remitting of this to the Army did not de- 
pend on me i if any Delay happened on this Head, I could not help it. If befidcs the Payment 
of the Money, the Remittance of it alfo to the Army had refted with me, a Delay of this Kind 
Ihould not have happened. I have enclofcd in this Letter a Paper, fpecifying the particular Sums 
which have been advanced, with their Dates. 

With rerpedt to the Horfe, you defired me in your Letter to inform you of what Number I 
could afford to ffation with you, and I fent you a particular Account of all that were in my Ser- 
vice, amounting to One thoufand Three hundred Horfe, of which fevcral were ftationed at diftant 
Places but 1 received no Anfwcr to this. Mr. Markham delivered me an Order to prepare a 
Thoufand Horfe. In compliance with your Willies, I collcdtcd 500 Horfe, and as a Subftitutefor 
the Remainder, 500 Burkandazes, of which I lent you Information -, and I told Mr. Markham 
they were ready to go to whatever Place they (hould be fent. No Anfwer however came from you 
on this Head, and I remained aftonilhed at the Caufe of it. Repeatedly I alked Mr. Markham 
about an Anfwcr to my Letter about the Horfe ; but he told me he did not know the Rcafons ot 
no Anfwer having been fent. I remained affonilhed. With refped to the Sepoys, I received fii (I 
an Order to ffation two of my Companies, which 1 did I was then defired to give a I'unkaw 
for the Payment of the Sepoys, and.likewifc to pay the Captain-, which has been done every 
Month. 

“ Excepting Abdullah Beg and his Attendants, none of my People, either Dependants or Ser- 
vants, or others in any Shape connefted with me, have ever gone to Calcutta. My Enemies, 
with a View to my Ruin, have made falfe Reprefentations to you. Now that, happily for me, 
you have yourfelf arrived at this Place, you will be able to afeertain all the Circumftanccs re- 
lative to the Horfe-, to my People going to Calcutta; and the Dates of the Receipts of the par- 
ticular Sums above-mentioned. You will then know whether I have amufed you with a falfe Re- 
prefentation, or made a juff Report to you, I have given my Aumils moft particular Injunc- 
tions, and have taken a Penalty Bond from them, that they (hall keep no 1 ‘hievcs in their Dif- 
trid. What Power have they to aft otherwil'c? But if ever a Murder or Robbery is committed 
in the Country, I h.ave been careful to impale or otherwife punifli the Culprit. If a Perfon 
having committed a Delinquency fhould efcape to fome other Place, fo as to elude all Difeovery, 
in that Cafe I am hdplefs ; but to the utmofl: o( my Power I endeavour to fulfil your Orders. I 
have never (werved in the fmalleft Degree from my Duty to you. It remains with you to decide 
on all thcle Matters. I am in every Cafe your Slave. What is juff I have reprefented to you. 
May your Profperity increafe. 


Account of Fire Lacks of Rupees advanced for the Expences of the War. 


« iff, Shaabaun, 
‘‘ 29ch. Ramzan, 
7th. Shewal, 
i8th. Shewal, 


1,00,000 R*. 

1.70.000 

1.30.000 
1 , 00,000 


5,00,000 Rupees. 
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M This Anfwer you will perceive to be not only unfatisfadory in Sufaftance, but ofrcnfivc in 
Style; and lefs a Vindicacioh of himfelf, than a Recrimination on me. Ic exprefles no Concern 
for the Caufes of Complaint contained in my Letter, or*t)cfire to atone for them ; nor the I'mallcft 
Intention to purfuc a different Line of Condufl. An Anfwetj couched nearly in Terms of 
Defiance, to Requifitions of fo ferious a Nature, I could not but confidcr as a ftrong Indication 
of that Spirit of Independency which the Rajah has for fomc Years pad aflumed ; and of which 
indeed I had early obferved other manifeft Symptoms, both before and from the Inftant of my 
Arrival. 

“ Under thefc alarming Appearances of the Rajah’s Condud and Difpofition, I conceived my- 
felfindifpenfably obliged to form fomc irtimediate and decifive Plan for obviating their Confe- 
qucnces, and for the Prefervation of the Company’s Rights and Intcrefts in this Zemeedary. 
'I'o have left him in the full Exercife of Powers he had notoriouQy abufed, and which it was to be 
apprehended he would employ to the mod dangerous Purpofes, was totally inconlident with the 
Maxims of Judicc and Prudence. To dived him entirely of the Zemeedary, though julVifiable 
on the Grounds dated above, would have been attended with an Appearance of Severity, and 
might have furnifhed Ground for Condruftions unfavourable to the Credit of our Government, 
and to my own Reputation, from the natural Influence which every Aft of Rigour excrcilcd on 
<he Perfons of Men who dand in elevated Stations, is apt to imprefs on the Minds of thofc who 
arc too remote from the Scene of Aftion to judge, by any Evidence but of the direft Fafts them- 
felves, of their Motives or Propriety. 

“ Thus circumdanced, and attentive to thefe oppofite Confiderations, I laid down the following 
Plan for my future Proceedings. 

“ I fird direfted the Refident to repair to the Rajah, who redded at his Houfc fituated on this 
Side of the River, at the Didance of about Two Miles; and gave him the following Indruc* 
tions. 

“ No. 3. Mr. William Markham, Refident at Banaris. 

“ Sir, 

“ It is my Order, that you proceed early To-morrow Morning to the Houfe of Rajah Cheit 
Sing, with your ufual Guard, and put him in Arrcd. You will require his immediate Submiflion, 
informing him that you aft under Orders given you by mc; and in cafe of his Rcfufal, you will 
wait the Arrival of Two Companies of Sepoys belonging to Major Popham’s Detachment, who 
are direfted to follow and afiid you in the Execution of this Service. Having fecured the Rajah, 
you will keep him in your Cudody until further Orders. 

“ Banaris, 15th Augud 1781. I am, &c.’’ 

10 at Night. 

“ On the next Morning, Mr. Markham went, according to his foregoing Indrbftions, and was 
followed by Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys, belonging to Major Popham’s Detachment. 
I'hc Rajah quietly fubmitted to the Arred, and Mr. Markham returned to me with the follow- 
ing Letter from the Rajah, leaving him under the Charge of Lieutenants Stalker, Scott, and 
Simes. For the Particulars which pafled at this Interview, 1 refer you to the following Report, 
which Mr. Markham delivered to me on his Return. 

“ N* 4. Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing. 

“ At this Time Mr. William Markham being come to mc, has informed me that your High- 
nefs’s Orders are, that I Ihould remain under a Guard. My Proteftor. I before reprefented to 
you on board your Pinnace, that I was the Servant of the Honourable Company; and was ready from 
my Heart and Soul. Whatever may be your Pl^afure, do it with your own Hands. I am your 
Slave. What Occafion can there be for a Guard ?” 

.V N* 5. Report of Mr, Markhatii. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire, Oovernof General; &c. &c. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ 1 this Morning, in obedience to your Orders of lad Hight, proceeded with a few of my Or* 
derlies, accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shewallah (^aut, the prefent Refidence of Rajah 
Cheit Sing; and acquainted him, it was your Pleafure he (hould confider himlelf in Arred; that 
he ihould order his People to behave in a quiet, orderly Manner, for that any Attempt to refeue 
him would be attended with his own Deftruftion. The Rajah fubmitted quietly to the Arred, and 
aflured mc, that whatever were your Orders^ he was ready implicitly to obey ; he hoped, that you 
would allow him a Subfidence ; but as for his Zemeedary, hu Forts, and his Treafure, he was 
ready to lay them at your Feet, and his Life if required. He exprefled himfelf much hurt at the 
Ignominy which be affirmed mud be the Confequence of his Confinement, and intreated tne to 
return to you with the ibregoinjg Submiffion, hoping- that you would make Allowances for his 
Youth and Inexperience; and, m confidetadra of hu Father’s Name, releafe him from his Con- 
finement, as foon as he Ihould prove the Sincerity of his Offers, and himfelf deferving of your 
Compaffion and Forgivenefs. 

G g Nearly 
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“ Nearly a ^^arter of an Hour after this Converfatbn, Lieutenant Scott arrived with the Two 
Orenadier Companies of Major Fopham's Detachment ; to whofe and Lieutenant Stalker’s Card 
left the Rajah, having given them the following Inftru3ions : That they (bould difarm every Ser- 
vant of the Kajah’s } that they (hould allow him any fuch Eight or Ten Kifmutgars for the At- ' 
tendance of his Perfon, as he fhouid approve of; that thefe Men ihould be Ihewn to the Sepoys, left 
any Deceit (hould be pra^ifed ; but that they might indulge him in any Requell confiilent with the 
Security of his Ferfon. 

“ I am now returned to acquaint you with my Proceedings, and to receive any further Indruc- 
tions which you may think neceflary. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ Banaris, Honourable Sir, 

i6th Augud rySr. Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) W" Markham.” 

“ As the Rajah in the above Letter had defired that Mr. Markham might be fent back to him, 

I was preparin ' Iiidruftions for that Purpofc, when I received another Letter from the Rajah, of 
which the following is a Tranllation. 

“ N“ 6. Letter from the Rajah. 

“ I am the Servant of the Sirkar, and am ready, from my Heart and Soul, in the Perform- 
.nnccof your Orders. My Honour was bedowed on me by your Highnefs: It depends on you 
alone to take away, or not to take away, the Country out of my Hands. In cafe my Honour is 
not left me, how (hall I be equal to the Bufinefs of the Sirkar ? Whoever, with his Hands in a 
fupplicating Pofture, is ready with his Life and Property, what NecelTity can there be for him to be 
dealt with in this Way ?” 

“ From the apparent Defpondcncy in which thefe Letters were written, I thought it nccclTary 
to give the Rajah fomc Encouragement, and accordingly wrote him the following Anfwer : 

“ N' 7. Letter from the Governor General. 

“ I have received your Two Araies, from the Hands of Mr. Markham, and underdand their 
Contents. That Gentleman will wair on you in the Afternoon, and explain Particulars. Set your 
Mind at red, and do not conceive any Terror or Apprchcnfion.*’ 

“ To this I received the following Reply : 

“ N“ 8. Letter from the Rajah. 

“ Your gracious Letter has been received, and has made me acquainted with, your Commands. 
You order, that in the Afternoon Mr. WiHiam Markham wiH come to me; that I mud not (uffer 
any Apprehenfion to didurb me, but remain at Eafe in my Mind. My PToteftor ! wherever you 
fprcMil your Shadow over my Head, ,! am entirely free from Concern and Apprehenlion ; and what- 
ever you, who are my Mailer, (hall as fuch determine, will be right.” 

“ At this Time I had prepared Mr. Markham’s Second Indrutdions j but before he could fet 
out with them, Intelligence came, that large Bodies of armed Men hid crolted the River from 
Ramnagur, and had proceeded to the Rajah’s Houfe. What follows is a Scene of fUch HorrOr, that 
it is with the greated Rehiflancc I fubmit to the painful Duty of relating it— -The Guard placed 
over the Rajah confided of Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys, as above-mentioned, from Major 
Fopham’s Detachment, commanded by the Officers already named, v^ho were dationed in an cn- 
clolcd Square, which furrounded the Apartment where the Rajah was. The llefident’s Guard had 
returned with him. It now appeared that thefe Troops had taken no Ammunition with them. 
Major Popham lent another Company of Sepoys, under an Officer, with Ammunition, to rein- 
force and fupport the Fird Party. When the latter arrived at the Rajah’s Hbufe, they found it 
furrounded, and all the Avenues blockaded, by a Multitude of armed Men, who oppofed their 
PalHige. i'lie Minds of this tumulnious AlTcmbly becoming foon inflamed, fom* of them began 
to fire upon t^e Sepoys within the Square ; and immediately, as if this had been the concerted 
Signal, made an indantancous and fierce Attack on the Sepoys ; who, wanting their accudomed 
Means of Defence, were capable of making but a feeble Rcfiltance, and fell an eafy Sacrifice to 
tlic Isipcrior Numbers of their AlTailants, who cut almod every Man of this unfortunate Party to 
Pieces. The Officers, it is fuppofed, were the fird VifHms to their Fury ; but not until they had, 
by adoniihing Effons of Bravery, and tindifmayed amidd the imminent Dangers which furrounded 
them, involved a much fuperiofr Number of their ’Enemies in their Fate. In this general Report of 
them, all Accounts concur, though varying in Oircumftances. I yield to tny own Feelings, in be- 
dowing this jud bat unavailing Tribute to thefe unhamv Gentlemen. 

“ In the Mldd of this Confilfion, the Rajah fbtma Means to efrape through a "Wicket, which 
opened to the River, and the Bimb being exceedingly deep in that Place, he 1« himfelf down, by 
2 Turbands 



( m ) 


Twbapds tied wwher. m a Boat which wa$ wainng for him, and conveyed him to theoppofre 
Shore. Thofc who hadofa^ed hjf Efcape Allowed hirg acrqfi the River in the fame tumultuous 
Maijnci In: which tijey had affemb)ed* Icayujg the P«r» of our Sepoys who had laft arrived, in 
Tofleigoo of tlw Houfci., Cn the firft Intelligence of this Commotion, I had diredted Major 
Pofham to. repair immediately to hia Camp, which was about Two Miles from the Relideiu’s 
and. at the fame WRance from the Rajah’s Houfc, and to march inftantly with the Remainder 
of hit ^tvh/nent to the Stipport of the Party. 

♦♦ Thia Older was cwcujsd with all poffiblc Expedition j but Major Popham arrived tooluc 
and had the Mortification tp be a Speflato? of the Effcfls of a MalTacre, which he could neither 
prevent nor revenge. He returned to me immediately, and made the following Report : 


“ N* 9, Major Popham^s Report. 

“ Confequent to an Order for the Detachment under my Command to proceed to the Support 
of the Grenadier Companies under the Order of Lieutenant Stalker, I carried it with as much i<:x- 
pedition as poflibic to Cheit Sing’s Palace, which I found to be entirely evacuated by the Rajah’s 
People, wlip were already landed on the oppofitc Side of thr River. 

» Of the Two Companies commanded by Lieutenant Stalker, very few remained alive, and the 
Majority of thofe appeared to be feverely wounded. The Bodies of Lieutenants Stalker, Scotr, 
and Simes, were lying within a fmall Diftance of each other, fliockingly mangled, and without any 
Signs of Life. 

“ It may be nccelTary to obferve, that Lieutenant Birrel! was difpatchcd with One Company of 
Sepoys upon the firft Rumour of the l^ajah’s coercive Intentions; but the Fate of the Companies 
which preceded him was decided prior to his being able to enter the Palace. There were, how- 
ever, fomc of the R^ab’s Pepplc, whom he effedluaily cleared it of. In his Attack he met with 
fomc Lofs. My utmoft Endeavours have hitherto proved iniufficient to procure an cxadl Detail of 
the Killed and Wounded in this unfortunate Tranfaftion. I thought it nccclfary to leave a Com- 
pany with a Subaltern in the Palace. 

“ Banaris, (Signed) Wm. Popham, 

ifith Auguft 1781. u Major.” 


“ I cannot learn with Certainty what is become of the Rajah; but the prevailing Report is, 
that he fled from Ramiiaguf, his ufual Refidcncc on the other Side of the River, in the Middle of 
the Night, and proceeded with his ^eqanna and Elfcds to Lutteefpoor, a ftrong Fort of his, 
fuuated about Ten Miles from Chuhaf. He was accompanied by Sujan Sing, his Brother, and 
Munmhar Sing, a Relation and Son by Adoption of Rajah Bulwant Sing. He has allb had tho 
Precaution to take with him Ranny Goohiub Kooer, the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing his Father, 
her Son-in-law Doorgbijey Sing, and his Twii Sons, her Grandfons. In them he polfelles every 
Member of his Family, who can haye; any Plea to difputc with him the Right of Inlicritance 
from his Father, Raj^h Buhvant Sing; if that were ever a Queftion; his Right to the Zcmcedary 
being derived cxclufivciy fro'oi Sunnuds, which his Father never pofleflRd, ’but which were firft 
.Sranted co>Cheit Sing by the, la(c Vizber Shujah ud Dowlah through the Influence of our Govern- 
ment >n i 773 > repeated by fii/iilar Grants from our Govfrnment, sWien the Sovereignty 

was ceded to the Company by the prefent Nabob Affofud Dowlah. 

“I have made Choice of Baubdo Owfan Sing, who held the Office of Dewan during fcvctal 
Raj^ Blilwant Sing, and for a confiderable Period finte the Acceflion of the 
Mcfcnt Rig?h, to adminiftcr the Revenues and Government of this Country, in the Quality ©f 
Naib, until it can be dbtefenined to Vrhom the l^emeedary may legally .belong, and who tnay be 
m a Capacity to receive jtj' ' . ' 

“ I have caufed a Proclamation to be made through ^he City of Banaris, and 

nave notified it by circular Perwannahs to all the Zemeedars and Aumils of the Zemeedary. 

“ fo enforce the Elxecution of thefe Afts, to maintain Tranquillity and Order in the Country, 
and proteft the Inhabitants, I have ordered One Battalion of Sepoys from Chunagur, the Re- 
mainder of Major Popham’s Detachment froni Miriapoor,' and One Regiment of Sepoys from Dina- 
poor, to march immediately to Banaris. 

** Deuil of thele Proceedings ftiall be tra^mitted W you in a fobfequent Letter.-~.I do not 

y detain me here much beyond the Time I had preferibed to myfelf, which was about 
7 or 8 Days. : ^ 

, **1 have the Honour to be, with the greateft Efteem, 


§»r. 


Yqi(r moft obedient, hqmble Servant, 

(Signed) Warren H.aftings. 



I HAVE 
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1 HAVE read over the preceding Letter with great Attention, but can find nothing in it| with 
the Advantage of recent and better Meanrof Informatioo» to corre^ i nor do I know that it re* 
quires a Comment. That which I am now about to malw, may appear trivial, but t make it, it 
it impels me by its prefent impreflion. The Rajah in bis Reply to the Changes which I bad prefer* 
red againlt him, infifts much on the many Letters which be wrote to praying to be dil^nfed 
from his Obedience to the Orders of Government, and my Ncgle^ to anfwev tton > and thia 
Charge againft me he repeats in a Manner not the moft refpedlful. 1 do not know but it may Em 
true. He had received politive Orders, and thofe had been repeated. It was his Duty to obey 
them, not to Wade my Time with Letters of Excufe, to cavil with my Anfwera for Evafions, or 
with my Silence for Delays. His Vakeel was in daily Attendance on me, and. knew my Mind 
fufHciently upon thefe Subjeds t and what he knew, 1 am fure he wrote to his Mafter. As to his 
Plea of Inability to pay the Reiidue of the Subfldy vritlmt Pre^afhit, that is, without contriv* 
ing the Means to raife the Money, after having facredly promtied the full and inftant Difcharge of 
it, it was as infolent as we now know too furely that it waa mod egitgiouOy falfe. 

It was truly reported that Cheit Sing, after his Efcape froip Sbt^allah Ghaut, immediately fled to 
Lutteefpoor, taking his Family and bis whole Force with him, except the ordinary Guard, which h«i 
been early appropriated in t^ Time of his Father, fiulwant Si% under the Command of Gudge* 
rauge Sing, who had the Title of Keliadar, to the Charge of Ramnagur. Tlua was a vad Pile of 
irregular but mafTy Buildings, condruded of Stone, on the River Side, and within tbc'Bed of the 
River. To its original Strength, Cheit Sing had added Two or Three fmall Badions of Stone and 
Earth ; A large Town had grown round it, which rendered the Approach to it fufpicious » and the 
Intricacy of the Apartments and Faflages of the Palace was fuch, that a cautious Officer would 
hefitate, under almod any Encouragement, to enter it. I had early Information, that it was in 
eflod evacuated •, and I believed itj but not being certain, I did not chufe to hazard a Repulfe, 
nor bad I a Force equal to any Operation of doubtful Succeis^ much led of Enterprize. My whole 
Strength had confided originally . of Six Companies of Major Popham's Regiment, about Sixty 
Sepoys, which I had taken from the Garrifon qt Buxar, for the Protedion of my ^ats, and a few 
Men, who had been newly recruited, for the Refident’s Guard \ who had yet neither Arms nor 
Difcipline. Of Major Popham’s Re^nnent 8z Men had fallen in thcMaflacreof Shewallah Ghaut, 
and 92 were wounded. The whole Number of killed and wounded of every Corps and Denomi* 
nation was 205. 

Every Circumdance of an Event and Time fo critical to the prefent Exidence and to the 
Permanency of the Britifli Intereds in India, will merit Notice in a Relation of this Kind. If 
Cheit Sing’s People, after they had eflfefted hit Refeue, had proceeded to my (garters at Mahadew 
Dafs’s Garden, inlUad of crowding after him in a tomultuoUt Manner, as they did, in his Paflage 
over the River, it is mod probable that my Blood, and that of about Thirty Englilh Gendemcn of 
my Party, would have been added to the recent Carnage > for they were above 2,000 in Number, 
furious and daring from the eafy Succed of their lad Atttmptt nor could I aflemble more than 
50 regular and armed Sepoys for my whole Defence. Let it not be thought, that I attribute too 
much Confequence to my own Perfon, when I fuppofe the Fate of Bririlh Empire in India 
conneded with it. Mean as its Subdiwee maV be, its .acqidenial Properties were iequivalent to 
thofe which, like the magical Chara^era of a TaBfinan in the Arabian Mythology, formed the 
Eflence of the State itfelfi Reprelentation, Title, and the Edknate. of public Ojnnion. Such a 
Stroke as that which I have foppofed, would have been uqivcrfally conndered as decilive of the 
National Fatei every State around it woul^have darted into Armi. againd iti and every Sutneft 
of itk own Dominion would, according_to their feveral Abilities, havebmme its Enemy. What 
really paded approaching to fuch anEffeft, from .the foie Apprehenfion of fuch aCaufe, more 
than warrants the Concluflon of what would have followed the Caufe itfelf,^ nad it exifted.] ^ 

TheEffcAsof the fird Condernation having fubfldtd, a Nupiber.of Men, reputed 3,000, re- 
turned to Ramnagur on (He i 8 th, under the Copyiriitnd of, Ramjemwun, a confidential and do- 
medic Chief of the Family. 

The Remainder of Major Popbam’i Detachment, conUfeng of Four Companies of Sepoys, 
One Company of Artillery, and the Company of French Rangers, lay\at J^rmpoo*.- 

Thefc were ordered to march immediately to Ramnagur. Lieutenant Colonel Blair was or- 
dered to detach a BatuUon of Sepoys from the Garrim of Chunar on the fame Dedination. 

It wai folded, that as. foon as theie Corps hsd pined, and were properly equipped for. Ser- 
vice, Major Popham Ibould take thie Command, and proceed againd the Forces, quartered 
in Ramnagur. 1 wrote, an Order Exprefii to Captain Blair, who ootntnanded the Battalion from 
Chunar, commanding him to halt at a freure Didance ‘from Ramnagur, and wait for further 
Orders) and Major Popham, whom I had afterwards veded with the Command in Form, wrote 
a fimilar Ord«* to Captain Mayaffre, the 'Officer commanding the Reiidue of his Deuchment, 
with an additibnal Caution t6 avoid Hodilities, and attend to the Safety of the whole Party, of 
which, being the fenior Officer, he would have the Command dtt h^^jor Popham affiiroed it. 

To enfure the Succels of his Operations on' he bad diofrb a convenient and open 
Plain on the Shore oppofite to Ranufegur; for a Biinm of Two Moitatt, which' were ex- 
pected from Chunar ) nor can there be a pOttbt:thta aPlMefo Mctjihirfy Bl formed for fuch 
a Mode of Attack, and in no State of Defeoto agpihd a tmty AHilah^ nroold hav« proved 

' an 
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•n eafy Conqoeft. Uahappily the Ul timcd Ambition of a rafh Individual defeated this PI.m 
and had nearly caufed the Deftruaion of the whole Pafty. Captain Mavaffre, unwilJmcr, asdt ap- 

E ars, for no other poAlMe Motive can be aferibed to To precipitate and irregular a Conduct, to 
e the Opportunity which Ws prefent and cafual Command afforded him, of acquiring a military 
Reputation, without Plan, without Enquiry, againft the Advice of his Officers, and againlt 
Order, ordered the Detachment to march imo the narrow Lanes of the Town, where they were 
oppofed by the Fire of an Enemy furrounding them unfecn, and the Party which entered was in 
an Inftant annihilated, rather than defeated. Twenty-three Men of the Corps of Rangers, with 
their Commander Captain Doxat, who led the Attack, were killed, and Ten wounded; the ill 
Battalion of the 6th Regiment of Sepoys, commanded by Captain Blair, which followed’ loft 57 
killed and 41 wounded. The whole Lois fuftained in all the Corps was 107 killrd, and 72 
wounded. Captain Mayafire was killed. The Detachment inftantly retreated. The Retreat appears 
to have been conducted by Captain Blair, and in a Manner that did him much Credit, 'f'he Enemy 
purfued with little Effcft, their Numbers gradually leffening till the Dctacliment arrived within 
Four Miles of Chunar, which it regained the fame Evening. 

This unfortunate Affair Itappened on the Morning of the 20th of Auguft. 

I confidered myfclf now as plunged in a decid^ War, and made every Provifion both for 
its fpeedy Termination, and for its Confinement to the Scene in whicli it had opened. 

Orders were written, and di^atched in multiplied Copies, to the different military Stations, 
for Affiftance; to the Refidcnt of the Vizeer’s Court, fora Supply of Treafure-, ami to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Blair for an inftant Reinforcement. 'I'he Detail of theic Orders will be fouiul in 
the Appendix. Very few vcached their Deftination, the Communication with every Qii.irtcr being 
intercepted, and all the Country in Arms againft us; and our Emiffaries, unulcd to this d.ingcr- 
ous Service, either made Priloncrs, or not daring to execute it, and feertting their Difparches. 
Two of my Letters reached Colonel Blair, who orilcrcd Captain M'Dougal, with the 2d Bat- 
talion of the 6th Regiment, to march on the next Day, which was the 21ft, to Banaris. I now 
paffed an Interval, like that of a dead Calm preceding a violent Storm, and fraught with all the 
Symptoms of its certain Approach. Succeflivc Notices were brought to me, by various Chan- 
nels, of Preparations making at Ramnagur for an Affault on my Quarters, which ftood in tlic 
Midft of the Suburbs of Banaris, and confifted of many detached Buildings within One large 
Enclofurc, furrounded by Houles and Trees, which intercepted every other Profpeft. The whefte 
Force which I bad left amounted to about 450 Men. The Reports of an intended Affault, 
which was fixed for that Night, grew ftronger as the Day advanced ; the Boats on the other Side 
of the River were iecn to be in Motion -, and, bclidcs the moral Certainty of the real Exiftence 
of fuch a Defign, the obvious Advantages which it prefented to the Enemy, who had nothing 
left to fear, and nothing clfe to do, precluded all Hefitation but on the Choice of Expedients 
for defeating it: There were but Two i which were, to wait the Danger and try the Chance 
of repelling it, or to retreat to a Place of greater Security or of equal Advantage for the En- 
counter, The confined State of the Place, of which any Ddeription will be infufticient to con- 
vey an adequate Idea, rendered the Firft Plan imprafticable: We had not a Force fufficient to 
guard all the Defences of that Plate, nor a Store for the Provifions of a Day, even for that fmall 
Number : The only Arguments for it were, the Difgrace of a Flight, and the Conlideration of our 
wounded &poys, whom it might leave at the Difcrction of a mercilefs Enemy. The former Confi- 
deration yielded to the fuperior Weight of Neceffity, the latter, to the IrtJpoflibility of protefting the 
wounded Men in cither Calc, as they were quartered at the Diftance of near a Mile from Mahadew 
Dafs’s Garden 5 nor would it have been poffible, in their Condition, and in lihc Multiplicity of 
preffing Exigencies which the Refolution to remain would have created, to remove them. Yet 
tilde Conlidcrations held me fufpended daring the whole Courfe of the Day. In the Evening it 
became ncceflary to come to a final Determination, as the Delay of a few tiours might now pre- 
clude every Option. I confultcd Major Popham j he declared the Defence of that Place impoffible, 
and advifed a Retreat to Chunar, There were other Field Officers with me ; I alked for their 
Opinions fcparatcly ; they clearly and unhefitatingly agreed in the fame Advice. My Opinion had 
been determined from the Inftant that 1 had received the certain Information of Captain Mayaffre’a 
Defeat. I had not yet received the News of Captain M‘Dougal's March, nor any Anfwer to the 
Letters which I had written to Lieutenant Colonel Blair for a Reinforcement ; nor could I know 
whether thefe had reached him. I yielded to the Reluctance of a few Minutes. My Refolution was 
taken, and declared, and Orders given to form our Iktlc Corps, that we might have Time to gain 
foe open Country, b^ore the Enemy, having Notice of the Defign, could crois and attack us at the 
Difadyantage of the Streets, Lanes, and broken Ground, which we had to pafs before we could 
reach ip Thefe Orders were iffued between Seven and Eight o’Clock, and by Eight the Line was 
in Motion, having been much reurded and imp^d by an incredible Tumult of ^rvants, Palan- 
keens, and Ba^age tff every Denomination, which for a Time threatened a total ObftruClion to 
our March ; fortunately, this enormous Maft took the wrong Road, which left the right with a 
tree and undifturbed Paffage for the Sepoys. On the Way we palled Captain M^Dougal’i Batta- 
lion, about Nine o’Clock. We fent him timely Notice of our Movement: He turned and jmned 
tw. Early the new Morning we wrived at Chunar. 

H h It 
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tt is proper to mention that as foon as I had formed my Refolution to leave Banaris, I fent my 
Moonlhy to the Nabob Saadut Ally Khanf to inform him of it, and to recommend the wounded 
Sepoys to his Care •, believing that the Rajah, from a Confideration of Policy, would not chuie to 
moled them, efpecially as he could have no Motive or Objed to it but Revenge, if he would 
Ihcw a determined Refolution to proteft them. The fame Requeft I made to him in Writing 
after my Arrival at Chunar. I owe him the Jufticc to atteft, that he faithfully and liberally 
complied with my Requeft. He vifited them himfelf, and furniftied them with Provifions and with 
Money, and appointed native Surgeons to attend them *, and as they were able to bear it he 
caufed tliem all to be removed to his own Quarters. 

Many Reports and Sufpicions have prevailed of his being concerned in fomc of the Defigns 
which were formed againft us. I can neither credit nor refute them. The Evil imputed to 
him is at bed doubtful : The Good which he did is certain, and he is entitled to the entire 
Merit of it. 

I avail myfelf of this Repofe in my Narrative to relate another Inftance of private Merit in 
BcneMm Pundit, the Vakeel or Minifter of the Rajah of Berar, and his Brother BilTumber 
Pundit. Thelc Perfons had come to pay their cuftomary Attendance at my Quarters, about the 
Time that the Line was already on the March. They immediately joined it. Some Time after 
I faw and fpoke to them, exprefling fomc Concern to find them in that Situation. They were on 
Foot, without a finglc Servant or Attendant. I differed them to accompany me till we came to 
the Plain and halted. I then thanked them for the Proof which they had Ihcwn of their At- 
tachment, with which I was fatisfied, and defired them to return, as they had a large Family in 
Banaris, which would be expofed by their Continuance with me to the Refentment of Cheit Sing, 
and perhaps to the worft Effefts of it, nor could by their Prefence afford me any Service, which 
could repay what I myfelf fliould feel of Compunftion for differing them to be expofed to fuch 
Hazards. They refufed me in a peremptory Manner, without Compliment, or the Oftentation 
of performing meritorious Service; and perfifted, although I as peremptorily infifted on their 
Return. I then defired that the elder Brother, who was corpulent, and of a Conftitution lei's 
equal to Fatigue, would return, and the younger only remain ; but could not prevail. A few 
Days after my Arrival at Chunar, 1 cafually mentioned to them my Diftrefs for Provifions, 
which was occafioned principally by the Want of Money ; for fuch was our total Lofs of Credit, 
that we could not raife a Sufficiency even for the ordinary Wants of our fmall Detachment ; and 
ic was with great Difficulty, and a Degree of Violence, that Lieutenant Colonel Blair extorted 
from the Shroffs of Chunar, who had lived and grown opulent under the Proteftion of the Gar- 
rifon, the fmall Sum of 2,500 Rupees, which was diftributed among all the Sepoys, and afforded 
a fatisfa(ftory Relief. Beneram Pundit immediately, and with an Eagernefs which belonged to 
his Charafter, told me that he had a Lack of Rupees in ready Money, lying in his Houfc at 
Banaris, which I might take, if I could find any Means to receive and convey it to Chunar j and 
the younger Brother advifed, as the fimpleft Expedient, to fend a Battalion of Sepoys for 
that Purpofe, which could eafily go and return witnout Interruption, as there were no Troops 
ftationed near the Town on that Side of the River, offering to accompany it himlclf, 
and to bring away the Money. I rejedled this Propofal for an obvious Reafon, and 
prcferreil the Trial of the Means which the Shroffs are fuppofed to praftife for the Con- 
veyance of Money on fuch Occafions. I accepted a Draft on their Family for the Sum, pay- 
able to Contoo Bauboo, my Dewan, who had been left in Banaris, and fent it inclofed in a Letter 
to him, with Directions to concert with Gopaul Dafs the Means of conveying it to Chunar. This 
proved ineffectual. Contoo Bauboo could not be found. Gopaul Dafs was feized, I forget at 
what exaCt Period of Time, and fent a Prifoner to Lutteefpoor, and in a ffiort Time after, Contoo 
Bauboo was alfo taken, and conveyed to the fame Place of Confinement ; I was obliged therefore 
to wait for a more favourable Opportunity, which never happened while I remained at Chunar. 
After my Return to Banaris, Beneram again repeated the Offer ; I accepted it, and received the 
whole Amount on the Inftant, giving him a Note in the Company’s Name, and in the ufual Form, 
for the fame. 

Examples of Fidelity and national Attachment merit the firft Reward of being recorded. In me 
it is a Duty both of public and private Obligation to relate what I have related. Their Merit is 
national ; for, under whatever Impreffions their Affiftancc was offered, its ObjeCt was the national 
Service ; nor can my Perfon in fuch an Inftance be feparated from my public Character. 

^ [On the 20th or 2 1 ft, I forget which, I received a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing, filled with 
Expreffions of flight Concern for what had paffed ; and Profcflions, but indefinite and unapplied, 
of Fidelity. I did not think it becoming to make any Reply to it ; and I think I ordered the 
Bearer of the Letter to be told that it required none. 

On the Morning of the 21ft, a Perfon came to Mr. R. Johnfon, who was one of my 
Party, and defired his Interpofition with me to receive a Letter and Meffenger from the Rajah in 
the Evening, with Propofals for an Accommodation. The like Application was made by Mirza 
Abdullah Beg, the Rajah's Vakeel, to my Dewan Contoo Bauboo; and with my Permiffion, Con- 
too Bauboo returned to his own Houfe in the Evening, to meet the Vakeel by Appointment for that 
Purpofe ; by which Means he milled the Opportunity of going off with me ; the Intelligence of my 
Intention reaching him too late for him to join me, or his infirm State of Body not admitting of 
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histakingiq ha^ aRcfoIution. TheSubftance of the Meflfage, as it has been fincc ddivcrctl to 
me by ABdiiUah’ Beg in Writing, was to exculpate hinffielf from any Concern in what luil pafled, 
which hechaigcd to tht infolent Behaviour of a Servant of the Kefident who was prcfcnr, and 
the Rcfeiitment of his own People j and to profcfs his Obedience and Submifllon to my Will in 
whatever Way I Ihould diftate.] ^ 

I regarded this as an Artifice to gain Time, fincc the MelTage, whatever were the Subftance of 
it, might as cafily have been delivered in the Morning as in the Evening, and tlie MefTenger might 
have obtained an eafy Accefe to me, without the Intrigue and Myftery of lecret and indireft Ap- 
plications. ^ 

I have been fince confirmed in this Opinion by the Two following Anecdotes, and tljcir exaft 
Coincidence with the Defign to which I attribute that jufi recited. 

On the Morning of the at ft, while Preparations were making to crofs Captain M‘Dou<>al’s 
Battalion, Three Men, Two Strangers, and all Volunteers, went ftcceflively to Colonel Blair, with 
Intelligence that a Defign was formed to efcalade the Fort of Chunar with a numerous Force on 
that Nighti and an carneft Caution, that he ftiould not diminifh the Strength of his Garrifon. 

The Intelligence and Advice delivered by each were exprefled nearly in the fame Words. 
When M'Dougal’s Battalion was on the Road, Three Men, Strangers and Volunteers, like the 
former, came to him fucceflively with Intelligence, that a large Body of armed Men lay wait to 
intercept him at a Village called Bcetccburr, and warned him not to proceed. He pitn eedtd, but 
did not meet a Man. Lieutenant Colonel Blair caulcd a more than ordinary Watch to be kept on 
that Night in the Fort, but not a Man appeared to attack it: Not one of thefe Emiflarits has 
ever been feen fince. 

As it had been my original Intention to make but a fhort Stay at Banaris, the Nabob Vizecr, 
in the Expedlation of my Vifit, had already left his Capital, and advanced to a ftiort Diftance to 
meet me. I confidered that his Prefence would prove of much Service, by its Influence on our 
Credit and his Troops, Rabble as they were, might ferve to keep the Country in Awe, :lnd to 
divide the Attention of the Enemy. But thefe Advantages would invert the Relation of our Al- 
liance, and give him a Superiority in our Meeting, which would defeat the Purpofes of it bc- 
fidcs, that I did not think it confiftcnt with the Dignity of our Government to employ a foreign 
Aid for the SupprefTion of a Rebellion of its own Subjefts: I therefore wrote a Letter to the Na- 
bob, requeuing him to return to Lucknow, and remain there until I fliould have Lcifure from 
<he aftual Difturbances to profecute my original Journey. The Nabob refufed to comply with 
this Injunflion, and on the firft Intimation of my Difficulties refolvcd to join me •, and he cxe- 
. cured this Purpofe with fuch apparent Earneftnefs, that he made his firft Stages with no other At- 
tendance than about loo Horfe, and about Four Companies of his Body Guard, with his ufual 
domeftic Attendants. As foon as I was informed of this, to remove any unfavourable Impreflion 
of my former Letter under the Conftruaion of Diftruft, I wrote another to the Nabob, cxprcflincr 
the warmed Senfe of fuch a Teftimony of his Attention, apologizing for what I had before writ” 
ten, from an Unwillingncfs to involve him in a Scene or Trouble, and expreffing my Dcflre to 
fee him at Chunar according to his own Wifhes. 

In the mean Time I had received fevcral Intimations imputing evil Defigns to the Nabob, anti 
warning me to guard myfelf againft them ; and cfpccially to be careful that I did not expofe my felf to 
the Efteds of concealed Treachery, by vifiting him without a ftrong Guard. Many Circumftances 
favoured this Sufpicion. No fooner had the Rebellion of this Zemcedary manifefted itfclf, than 
Its Contagion inftantly flew to Fyzabad and the cxtenfivc Territory lying on the North of the River 
Dewa, and known by the Names of Gooruckpoor and Bareech. In the City of Fyzabad, Nawaub 
Allca and Jenauby Allea, the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob, openly cfpoufed the Party 
of Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting People toenlift for his Service-, and their Servants took up 
Arms againft the Englifh. Two Battalions of regular Sepoys in theVizeer’s Service, under the Com- 
mand ot Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, who had been entrufted with the Charge of that Diflrift, 
were attacked and furrounded in various Places, many of them cut to Pieces, and Colonel Hannay 
himfelf, cncompaflcd by Multitudes, narrowly efcaped the fame Fate. The Nabob Vizeer was 
charged with being privy to the Intrigues which had produced and fomented thefe Difturbances j 
and the little Account that he feemed to make of them, ferved to countenance the Sufpicion. I can 
truly fay for myfelf, that I never afforded it the flighted Degree of Credit j neither his Charadcr, 
paft Conduft, the Expeftations which 1 knew he entertained of Afliftance and Re- 
lict froni myfelf, nor his Inability tofupport himfelf without the PrOteftion of our Government, allow- 
K 1-r*^ * Moment to entertain a Thought fo injurious to his Fidelity, and fo contrary to Pro- 

bability. Yet I was not pcrfcdly free from Apprehenfions fimilar to foch a Suggeftion. The 
^atwb was furrounded by Men bale in their Charaaers, and improvident in their Underftandings, 

A Companions of his loofer Hours. Thefe had every Caufe to dread the 
f r r Influence on theirs-, and both thefe, and the Relations of the Family, whofe Views 
ot C.onfequencc and Power were intercepted by our Participation in the Adminiftration of his 
^ r * mortal Hatred to our Nation, and openly avowed it. Thefe all joined in 

preicribing the mod pernicious and fatal Counfels to the Nabob, reprefenting this as the Time to 
eiiver himfelf from what they deferibed as. the Yoke of Servitude. Although he firmly rejefted 
«ii their Porfuafions, and I was alTurcd of it, yet he himfelf was at their Mercy, and it was in their 

Power 
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Power to vife both his Authority and his Pcrfon for the Perpetration of their own .Defignt^ nor 
could 1 ufe any Precaution to avoid them# which would not appear to proceed from a Pjftcuft of 
the Nabob himfelf; I never communicated my Apprehenfions, nor acted from them, ,aod h^d die 
Satisfaftion of receiving the Nabob, of maintaining an Intercourfe with him, with every Mark of 
the mod lecure and mutual Confidence, and of parting with him with every Demooftradoft pf mu^ 
tual Satisfaftion. 

I had before written to Colonel Morgan for AOiftance. I now repeated the Order; and, as the 
Illiie of a War, begun with luch Difadvantages on our Side, and with the total Lols of the Cojontry, 
was doubtful, I added an Order to follow with his whole Force, with another to Colonel S,ir John 
Cumining, who commanded at Futtehgur, to lupply his Place.at Khaunpoor. I confidered, that if 
we were fuccefsful with a lefs Exertion, it would be cafy to countermand thelc Orders before the 
I'roops could have advanced far in the Execution of them ; but if we failed of Succefs, and fuch 
Orders weic not fent, it might be too late toiffue them with any Hope of EfFeft from them, or even 
of their beinfj; received, fince the Communication, which was now very difficult and uncertain, 
tlicn be abfokitely precluded. None of my Letters reached Colonel Morgan till he had 
taken liis Rtloluiion. Reports were conveyed to him of my Situation and paft Mifadventures. 
'Hie fuduen failure of Intelligence convinced him of the Truth of what he heard; and, juftly 
concluding that Orders had been fent which had been (lopped in their way to him, he at once re- 
folvcd to execute their fuppofed and obvious Purport, and detached a Force fuperior to that which 
I had required, to my Affiltance. It confifted of Two Regiments of Sepoys, Thirty European Ar- 
tillery Men, and two Companies of the European Regiment, with Four Six Pounders, One 
Howit2, Pumbrils, Ammunition, Draft and Carriage Cattle. For the greater Expedition he order- 
ed this Detachment to proceed by Water. 'Fhe Zeal of the Officers fo well feconded that of their 
Commander, tli.u although it appears that the Refolution was taken on the 29th, the Whole were 
embarked and in Movement on the 31ft of the Month. Major Crabb commanded the Detach- 
ment. 

A long Interval of Time, which acquired its full Mcafurc from the Magnitude of the Events 
which were expcdlcd to grow out of it, and their uncertain Produflion, palwd in total Ignorance 
of the Succefs of tlie various Orders which had been difpatched, and of the Succours which might 
be preparing for us. One Half of the Province of Owd was in a State of as complete Rebellion as 
that of Banaris. Futtch Shah had invaded SirkarSaurun in our own Province; Bahar fupported 
by Supplies of Money, and encouraged with Promifes of more from Cheit Sing ; many of the 
Zemeedars of Bahar had difeovered Synmtoms of DifafFcdlion ; and Reports were made to me of 
Levies of Men openly entertained for the Enemy from pur own Subjcifls in that Province ; even the 
wretched Subjefts of Napaul dared to feize by Force fonw Villages to which they had a Claim, and 
had fomc Time before fupplicated the Attention of our Government to it. In my Impatience for 
Advices I dreaded that every Packet would bring a frelh Accumulation to our Dillrclfes, and the 
News of Commotions in every Quarter. At this Period aLetter found its Way to me from Colonel 
Muir, who commanded the Army employed againft Mahdajee Sindia, informing me of Over- 
tures made by that Chief for a feparate Peace. This had been one of the Objeds of my Journey 
to this Qiiarter ; but eagerly as I had fought fuch an Event, I was proportionably mortified to learn 
with what Facility it might have been accomplilhcd, and bow unfcafonably our domeftic Misfor- 
tunes had happened to defeat fo fair a Profpeit of it. I had no Money, nor Credit equal to the 
Supply of 3,000 Rupees, and, by an unfortunate Train of official Perplexities, which had hap- 
pened fume Time preceding this, both Major Popham’s Regiment, the Rangers, and all tlic Corps 
of ihcGarrifon of Chunar, were Four Months in Arrears. This was our Situation. 

What Force could be fpared from the Garrifon of Chunar, added to Major Popham’s Regiment, 
was formed into a Detachment under his Command, and encamped on a Plain about a Mile to the 
Eaftward of Chunar. The greateft Strength of the Enemy was colledlcd at Patecta, about Seven 
Miles from Chunar, in the fame Diredlion. 

On the 27th of Auguft, Lieutenant Polhill arrived with Six Companies of Sepoys belonging to 
the Nabob Vizccr’s Bwy Guard llatipncd at lllahabad. He was ordered to encamp on the oppofite 
Bank of the River, for the Purppfc of keeping our Communication open with that Shore. On the 
29th he attacked and defeated a confiderable Body of Troops under the Command of a principal 
Chief, named Shebaub Khan, who was ftationed atafmall Fort and Town called Seeker, within 
Sight of Chunar. The Advantages gained by this Succefs were the Removal of that Part of the 
Enemy, and the Acquintiop of a confiderable Booty in Grain, which had been the Object of the 
Enterprizc. 

On the 34 of September, Major Popham detached Captain Blair, with bis Battalion, and Two 
Compahics of his own Grenadiers, to furprize the Camp at Pateeta. They marched at Three in 
the Morning, and arrived at the Ground by Day-light, but found it abandoned, and the Enemy 
waiting for them in complete Order at about a Mile beyond it. A bloody Aftion enfued, in 
which the Enemy, as might be expefted from Men flulhal with recent Succefles, fought with a 
delperatc Intrepidity. CJur Sepoys began to break into Dilbrdcr, when, by a well-timed and 
foccefsful Attack of the Enemy’s Guns by Two Companies of Grenadiers, headed by Lieutenants 
Pallon and Birrcll, the Fortune of the Day turned in our Favour, and the Field was left to our 
Pofl'effion, with Four Guns and Four Tumbrds. One of the Guns, its Carriage being broken, 
® was 
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wtt tad left. The other Three, with one of the Tumbrils loaded with as much Ammuni* 
ttOAM it could cony, were brought away. The other tljfw Tumbrils, with Two hundred Maunds 
of loofe Powder, were blown up. About i,^oo round Shot of different Weights, and moftly 
hammettd, were found and left in a Village adjacent. 

Our Loft in thii Adion was very great i wc had 48 Men killed, and 85 wounded ; That of the 
Enemy was unknown, but muft have been confidcrable. Their Guns were well ferved, and it wa® 
from their Execution that we principally fuffered. It was remarkable, that they had all the Ap- 
paratus of our Artillery, fuch as Port Fires, Tubes, Chain and Quilted Grajx- Shot, &c. equal, 
or nearly equal, to the Produdion of an European Laboratory \ Saniplcsof each Kind will be lent 
to the ^ard. Their Artilleiy did not anfwer to the Quality of the Stores. One Gun was of 
Modern Caft, and with its Carriage, which was not bad, faid to have been made at Ramnagur. 
The othen were of a very old Caft and Conftrudion, and their Carriages bail and much worn : 
This was the s^ral Charaderof all the Ordnance taken in the Courfe of the War. 

Dearly as this Vidory was purchafed, with the Expenditure of One Fourth of the Party, it was 
yet a Vidory, afeertained and acknowledged •, and had its due Effcd of imprcffing the Enemy 
with Difeouragement, and our own Men with Confidence j and it was an Earnrft of our future 
Succefs in the public Opinion, which, at all Times of high Importance to our political Influence, 
was efpecially fo at this, in which the Minds of all Men were (ulpended for the Dccilion of the 
Part which they were to take, either in the immediate Conteft, or in their own Condud as de- 
pendant on it. 

I muft not omit in this Place an inftance of Vengeance which marks the fanguinary Charadcr 
of Cheit Sing, and too ftrongly proves, that if the other Exceffes committed by his People were 
not authoriled by his neprefs Order, they were perpetrated under the Influence of liiv Example, 
and the Knowledge of his Inclination. 

Fourteen Men of the Corps of Rangers had been left fick at Mirzapoor, when the Remainder 
of Major Popham’s Detachment marched under the Command of Captain Mayaffrc, to Ramnagur. 
They were made Pn loners, and fent to LutteefpoOr. They arrived there on the 3d of September, 
about the fame Time that News waa received of Captain Blair’s Adion at Pateeta, wliicit happened 
on that Morning. What Provocation they gave, or whether any, is not known : It is furmiled 
but I know not the Authority, that One of thefe unhappy Men expreffed .1 Joy on hearing tliat 
our Arms had been fuccefsful. They were all butchered on the Spot, and almolt in the immediate 
Prcfencc of the Rajah, except one Man, who made a Shift to crawl with a mangled Body to the 
neighbouring Woods, where he fubfifted for a few Days, returned to the Fort, received Mercy, 
and is ftiil living, and in our Camp *. 

On the 10th of September, ab^t Seven in the Morning, Major Crabb’s Detachment appeared 
on the oppofite Shore. It confiftcd of the Corps already related. It bad proceeded as far as Ilia- 
habad by Water, but much retarded in its Courfe by ftrong and adverfe Winds } on which Account, 
the Courfe of the River alfo winding very much between Illahabad and Chunar, Major Crabb 
had prudently difembarked the Men and Stores, and marched them by the High Road, remanding 
the Boats to Khaunpoor, whither indeed their Return would have been impradicable, had tliey 
palled the Boundary of this Zemeedary. 

Major Roberts with his Regiment, and a Lack of Rupees in Silver, arrived on the 13th of Sep- 
temb^ from Lucknow, to which Place, as I have before related, he had been ordered to repair 
for the Guard of my Perfon, in my intended Vifit to that Capital. A further Supply of Fifty 
thoufand Rupees was a few Days after received from the Nabob’s Aumil of Illahabad. 

The Money was immediately diftributed among all the Troops in equal Proportions-, and by 
fatisfying their Wants, facilitated Major Popham’s Preparadvea for the Commencement of adivc 
Operations. 

I have a Pleafure in teftifying, that, diftrelled at the Sepoys had been for the Want of Money, 
they had never manifefted the lead Sympmm of Difeonront. I had frequently vifited the Camp, 
and palled the Lines each Time in Review s once, and only once, I heaitl One or Two Voices of 
Complaint, but neither clamorous nor difrefpeflful. 

On the nth, the Nabob Vizeer arrived at his Encampment, which had been formed on tlie op- 
pofue Shore. I chofe to make him rite firft Vifit, which was performed on the fame Morning, and 
was returned by him on the next. 

Hyder Beg, the Nabob's Second Minifter, anived at the fanae Time. He had been deputed 
early to meet me at Banaris, and had arrived there about Two Days after my Departure from it. 
Inftead of following me to Chunar, he had fuffered hirofelf to be detained by Lalla Buchcraugc, 
the Shroff, who had promifcd to accompany him with a Supply of Money. In the mean Time, a 
fodden and great Swdl of the River rendered the Burna Nulla, behind which he was encamped, 
impaffable. The Rajah’s People at the fame Time carried away all the Boats i and after a long 
and fruitlefs Negociation with them for an unmolefted Pafllige, which he did not think it prudent 
to attempt at the Hazard of an Oppofition, he at Length did attempt it, and met none. His 

* 7 ^ Particulars of this Maffacic have been fmcc verified, with Ibme uneOentiri V ariatiom from my Relation 
•f it, in an Affidavit of the Snnrivor, which will be annexed. 

I i Indecifion 
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InclecifiononthisOccafion furnirticd Ground for various Sufpicionsi but I know, and bad AOli- 
rancc<i from a Pcifon in my Suite, who hail taken Refuge with him, and acquired his Confidence, 
and on whofe Authority 1 could implicitly rely, that they were wholly devtrid of Foundation. I 
had a pleafing and incontrovertible Evidence of his Fidelity foon after the Conclufion of our 
Troubles, in a Letter which Captain Blair picked up at Lutteefpoor, and which 1 ihall add to the 
Appendix, not merely as a Jultification of the Minitter, but as a Relief to the dry and unentertain* 
ing Materials with which it is aflbeiated, if it (hall convey the fame Opinion of the good Senie of 
the Writer to other Minds, as it has done to mine. 


On the 15th Lieutenant Puihiil crofiedand joined Major Popham’s Camp. The whole Detach* 
ment now confided of the following Strength } viz. 


One Company of European Grenadiers, commanded by 
One D“ Light Infantry, D* — ■ 


One D’ French Rangers, D* — ■ 

Thirty European Artillery Men, D* — 

One Regiment of Sepoys, the yth D“ — 

One D° D” the 19th D* — 

One D° D” the 30th D' — 

One D" D" the 35th D“ — 

One Battalion, the ift of 6th Regiment, D" — 


Six Companies of the Nabob’s Body Guard, D* 


Captain Grant. 
Captain Harrifon. 
Lieutenant Wade. 
Captain Hill. 
Major Crabb. 
Major Balfour. 
Major Roberts. 
Major Popham. 
Captain Blair. 
Lieutenant Polhill. 


The following is a Catalogue of Cheit Sing’s whole Force, which has been fince delivered to 
me by One of his principal Officers 5 and as it made a Part of a fworn Affidavit, I admit and 
credit it as genuine. It is certainly not exaggerated. 


“ Lid of the cftablilhed Forces in the Service of Cheit Sing, 
“ Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, &c. 


Cavalry — — — — 

Scleit Troops, or Body Guard, Horfeand Foot — 

Matchlock Men — — — 

Att.uhed to Bullam Dafs, Horfe 300, Foot 500 — 

With Soojaun Sing, Cavalry aiid Infantry 500, with 2 Guns, 
Artillery Men, 340 — — — 

With Munnear Sing, Cavalry and Infantry — — 

Total cftablilhed Troops 


Sepoys and 


1,700 

700 

1. 150 

1,800 

800 

840 

700 


Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor. 
Firft, entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men 
Second, Nujjecb, Sword Men from Lucknow — 


Total 


2,000 

1,000 


T roops aflembled from different Places, 

Horfe and P'oot with Juggur Dew Sing — — — . — . ^00 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from the Rajah — r.aoo 
With Gomaun Sing, fent for by the Rajali, Matchlock Men —* 500 

From the Fougedar of Biddevee arrived. Matchlock Men — •— 1,000 

Rajepoots of the Tribe of Rugbunfec from Kurraukut — — 3,000 

Arrived with Dillun Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Badlhahpoor, Match- 
lock Men — — — — 1,500 

, Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Rezza Cooli Khan, from Mirzapoor 300 
Rwepoots colleftcd from Agorcc and Purwah, by Dia Lutchoo — 500 

Of the Tribe or Call of Khummaur, collcftcd by Soojaun Sing — 1,000 

Sword and Matchlock Men with Ramjeeawun — ~ 2,000 


7,690 


3.000 


1 1,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — 22,190 


** To which are to be added, Hulbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms voluntarily, mak- 
" ing the foregoing Number amount to near Forty thoufand.” 

Thefe Forces were divided between Lutteefpoor, Patecta, and Ramnagur. The beft reputed 
of them were at Patceta, and the great Mafs, compofing the laft Corps, with a Part of the others, 

at 
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L«ttt4)0or with the Rajah, who had fixed his Refidcnce at that Place fince his Flight from 
Shewallan Ghaut ^ 

Before I proceed it may not be improper to Hate the other Rcfources on which he, not very un* 
reafonablV* depended for lengthening the War, if not for Succefs in the Courib of it. 

Firft, his Fortrefib) of which there arc many, and lomc of confidcrable Extent and Strength 
ereded in various Parts of the Zemcedary. Of thcfe the Two Principal are Bidjcygur and Luttcef 
poor. Ramnagur fcarcely dcferves to be named with them ; and Patecta has been rendered con- 
fiderable only by its having been a capital Scene of his Oppofition, and of our Victories 

Bidjeygur is a Fort eredlcd on the folid Rock of a Hill, rifmg to the Height of 745 perrendi- 
cular Feet from the level Ground. It lies about Fifty Miles in a South-eall Direftion (rum 
Chunar. It was the Depoficory of all his and his Father’s Treafurcs. 

Lutteefpoor is a larw Fort, built with Stone, and furrounded by Hills, and, either from NV<t. 
left or Defign, obftrutted from dilhnc View by Trees and thick Shrubs lurroumlii’g it. It hei 
about 14 Miles Eaftward from Chunar. ° 

Pateeta is a very large Town, furrounded by a Rampart of Fartli, extending tn a great Dif- 
tance beyond it to the Hills adjoining. The Fort itlclf is a (mail Iquare Houle of Stone itlelf 
fortified with Four round 'lowers, and inclofcd with a high Rampart, and a Ditth windi’ is m 
mod Parts broad and deep. Its greated Advantage againtt an Fmemy, to whom Delay was IXleat 
was that it was invifible to its Affailants. ’ 

Ramnagur has been deferibed already. The other Forts, whatever liicir Confequence under 
a different Train of Succefles might have been, arc of none to the Events of this Narrative. 

His next great Rcfourcc was his Wealth; on which he looked, and thought himfclf invincible-, 
an Expreflion which I borrow from one of the nieancd of his Dependants. It is crctlibly affirmed’ 
that he inherited from his Father, Bulwant Sing, a complete Crore of Rupees, to which it is be- 
lieved chat he made confidcrable Aduitions. 

The Didreffes of our Government, and the Power and Number of its Enemies, may alfo be 
reckoned, though negative, yet amongd his Rciburccs. I he reft were delulory, which the falle 
and violent Counlels of his Biothcr Soojaun Sing, and his Buxey Suddanund, impoled on his Inex- 
perience, and the I’liancy and Aptitude of his Difpofition. 

^ (It would break the Attention, and perplex the Thread of the Narrative, to relate every diftinft 
Event in its exaft Order of Time, I have therefore, in the minuter Points, endeavoured rather 
to arrange them according to their Relation to the greater, or to find a Place for them in the va- 
cant Intervals and Paules of it. It may be proper in this Place to mention, that during the Time 
of Inaftion which luccccdcd to my Arrival at Chunar, I received feveral Letters from Cheit Sing, 
befidcs Letters from Mr. Barnet, and one from Contoo Bauboo, who were both his Prifoners at 
Lutteefpoor, which were written by his Order. Thcfe were all alike in Subltancr, cuntainina 
Acknowledgements and ProtcfTions of SubmilTion to my Authority ; AITcrtions of his own In- 
nocence, charging the Maflacrc at Shewallah to the Chubdar, whole Infults provoked the Uelcnt- 
ment ot his Servant-s, whom he could not reftrain, and claiming a Merit from his havintr in the 
Three part Actions been the fuffering Party, though fuccefslul, and in none the AggrclTor radding 
general Offers of Accommodation ; and in the Letters written by his Order, a pompous Uifplay 
of his inexhauftible Wealth, the Multitude and Bravery of his Forces, and the devoted Affedtion 
and Fidelity of all his Subjects. 1 rctufed to anfwcr them, letting him know that they were 
written with too much Prclumption, in the Style of Equality, and with inapplicable Proleflions, 

which were no better chan none. Some of thcfe Letters will appear in the Appendix ; the reft 
were loll.] rr » 

It had teen intended to begin our Operations with the Attack of Ramnagur, partly bccaufe it*^ 
had ^cn the Scene of our firft Difgrace, and principally becaufe the RepolTcflion of the Capital, 
which would follow the Capture ot Ramnagur, would, it was thought, redeem our Credit with 
the Public, and be deemed equivalent, in the diftam Reports of it, t® the complete Recovery of 
our Authority over the Country ; as the Exiflencc of a fugitive Chief in the Wilds and Mountains 
T u- r^ii when he was expelled from the Capital of his Government and the Scat 

of his Collections. For this Purpofc battering Cannon and Mortars were ordered to Major Pop- 
ham s Camp, and every other Preparative made for a Siege. This caufed the Delay of foine D.iys. 

In the mean Time a Man, named Bundoo Khan, a Native and Inhabitant ot the Town of thunar, 
gave Information, that as the Rajah’s Force was principally collcClcd at Lutteefpoor and Patecta, 
and was daily accumulating, it, would become exceedingly difficult to diflodge him, if he was 
allowed to gam too great Strength there by a Procefs of detailed and confccutivc Operations ; that 
the Approaches jjoth to Pawta and Lutteefpoor were ftrongly guarded, and cfpccially thofe of 
Luttcefpwr, which he deferibed as unaflailable, but with a great and certain Lofs, on this Side, 
u d/ through Patecta; and even if carried, untenable from the Strength of 
the i'als behind ir, of which the Enemy would keep Pofleffion in Defiance of all our Efforts, and 
againft any Soperionty of Numbers. This Pafs takes its Name from the adjacent Village of Suck- 
root. He advifed a divided Plan of Attack, to be executed at the fame Point of Time ; one on 
the Fort o^atecta, the other on the Pafs of Suckroot ; of which our Forces, coming on it by 
surprize. It being unguarded and eafier of Accefs from above, might eafily obtain Pofftffion, and 
t>y that Means gain the lame Advantage over the Garrifon of Lutteefpoor, as that would have 

over 
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over us, if we firft took Pofleflion of the Fort, with the Command of every ttoad of Cniimaai* 
cation, if, which he did not doubt, we ftj^c^ed againft Pateeta. He owned Co conduft the 
Party which fhould be defined on the Service againft the Pafs of SuckrOot,’ by a Road unfte* 
quented and unknown, which he defcribed with a minute, and, as it has fince appeared, oorreft 
Detail. The Confidence with which he fpoke, and the Confiftcncy pf his Aflertions and Rea- 
funings upon them, acquired a great additional Strength from his former recent Condud. He had 
accompanied Captain Blair in both Adlions of Ramnagur and Pateeta, and had been very fer* 
viceable to that Officer by his Knowledge of the Ground, and by his Advice in the Application of. 
it. His Service on both Occafions had been gratuitous ; nor did he profefs any Motive for that 
which he now offered, but the Intereft and Safety of a large Family, which depended on our 
Succefs. 

Major Popham at once faw the Propriety of his Advice, and adopted it. The Evenins of the 
1 5th was appointed for the firff Execution of the Plan } in the mean Time it was conceaieci with 
the moft profound 'Secrecy. As a Security for the Fidelity and Steadinefs of Bundoo Khan, he 
had a Promilc of a Jaghcer in Perpetuity for himfelf and his Family, if the Enterpriac fucceeded. 
Tins hngagement ha.s been fince amply performed. Major Popham formed his Army into Two 
Divifions, one deftined for the more diffant Enterprize, and commanded by Major Crabb. It con- 
lilkd of the 7th Hcgimcnt, Major Crabb’s, the Firft Battalion of the 6th Regiment, Lieutenant 
Polhill’s Six Companies of the Nabob’s Body Guard, Four Six-Pounders, and a 5 { Inch Howitz. 
Thefc Corps were told off, and began their March about Eleven that Night. Major Popham be- 
gan his March with the other Divifion at about Three o’Clock in the Morning to Pateeta. 

On his Arrival there, he found the Works much ftronger, and the Approach more hazardous, 
than he had exi)e£lcd from the Defeription which had been given of the Place. He applied for 
the Two Battering Cannon and the Mortars, which had been originally intended for the Attack of 
Ramnagur, and remanded on the Change of Plan. They were fent, but made no Imprcffioni 
and he rclolvcd, on the Encouragement of a Five Days Experience, and from the Fear or a Delay 
operating againft the other Part of his Plan, to attempt a Storm. This was ordered, and exe- 
cuted on the Morning of the 20th, with an inftant and compleat Succefs. Major Roberts com- 
manded the Storming Party. The Enemy made a flight Stand at the outer Intrenchment, and fled 
through the Fort, our Men following without Oppofition. A flight Attack was made at this 
l ime on our Camp, but repelled with fomc Lofs on the Part of tne Enemy, and none on ours. 
Wc loft during the Siege Eleven Men killed, befides Ten wounded. 

On the fame Morning, Major Crabb having condufted his Divifion through almoft imprafft- 
cable Ways, arrived at a Village called Lora, which lies about Two Miles from the Pafs. Here he 
found a Borly of Men, with Three Guns, pofted to oppofe him : They made a firm Stand, but 
were defeated with a confidrrablc Lofs i ours was Twelve Men of every Denomination killed, and 
I'wcnty-two wounded. I'hc Enemy fled through the Pafs to Lutteefpoor j our Detachment fol- 
^^lowcd to the Head of the Pafs, and there encamped for the Remainder of the Day. 

^ [The News of thefe concurrent Succeffes being conveyed to the Rajah at the fame .Inftant of 
Time, alarmed him exceedingly for his own perfonal Safety. His Fears were excited with a more 
forcible Imprcflion, by the Surprife of the Advance of fo great a Force from a Quarter where he 
had not expected any. With his Face turned towards Chunar, and his whole Attention and that of 
his People diteifled to the Movements which were made on that Side, they had no Sufpicion of any 
Dcfign being formed behind them. The firft Intelligence which was received of Major Crabb’s 
Party, defcribed it as confifting of the Followers of Owfan Sing, and only Three Companies of our 
Sepoys i the Hircarrahs wlio conveyed the News poflibly miftaking the advanced Guard for the 
whole Force, and reporting it accordingly 1 nor was the real Strength of the Party known, even by 
that which was detached to oppofe it, until the Inftant of the Aftion. This Circumftance was re- 
lated at tlie Time, and has been fince confirmed to me by an Officer, named Myher, who com- 
manded a fmall Body of the R.ijah’s Sepoys and the Guns in the Aftion. No Dcfign could be 
more judicioufly planned, or more happily executed; even the Impediments and Difappointments 
whicli attended it, ferved but to promote the Coincidence of the final Movements of its Operation 
with fo well-timed an Effeft, that the Difference of Time which paffed between the Engagement 
at Lora and the Conqueft of Pateeta, was little more than that which would be requirra by the 
Difference of the Diftanccs of each from Lutteefpoor, for the News of each Succefs to reach Lut- 
tcefpoor at the fame Inftant. 

Cheit Sing inftantly prepared for Flight: His Road to Bidjeygur, which was his laft Refuge, 
lay through the Pafs, which he durft not attempt. He left Lutteefpoor about Three or Four in the 
Afternoon, and making a Circuit over the Hills, gained the High Road at the Diftance of fome 
Miles beyond the Pafs, and proceeded with a few Followers to the Neighbourhood of Bidjeygur. 
Some others followed and rejoined him ; the reft, left without Orders, ftaid but to plunder the 
Place, and evacuated it. The Gaung-wallahs, or Militia, compofed of the Hulbandmen who had 
been fummoned to attend him, all fled to their own Homes. So rapid was the Report of this 
Event in its Communication, and fo decifive in its Effed, that the Fort of Sutteefgur, which 
lies about Seven or Eight Miles to the Northward of Lutteefpoor, and the Palace of Ramnagur, 
were evacuated on the fame Evening; and the Allegiance of the whole Country reftored as com- 
5 pictely 
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On 4 ib Itojar Ci^ mmM «lMu|h to Lmeefboat 

#[wwK^ tf' . r^*» 

Be<n*4fcarlMi^ (x^ ^ <*«««« of the fhbob 

Vizeer bang more ufgeoifo i^«b«« fer tftt <^||>kk >4lrrbS»^;(M^i wt bir^ on the arth #trii 
tnty ‘E*Pwffiob rfini«M4 Goftr of biy Utttt to the Board, 

dated the ijgKflf NfKfbjNa^ 0^^ Wjt twi&didhe with Mm «. 

On thcboK Mo«»Mg R«tiiM|«tv. iWd <Mi ftfd» Muriftd tOmj old QirtWeti dt 

To qukft ilie Mi« 4 |i R^dott to tH who 
ftoold peoedobhr mbfn to 4 l«Sr‘aib(i#n«^ thb^OWi df Chelt Stag «i^ his BrMheV 

Seojaun Sing. iWiOtt OkS thel|jt«ibMr«nkiiift(kd to oot Natfen Ift 

the deVbcntsMui^ tdf^ Mdlat. oiidt^d^^ ^dOtrh, who had the Mhfortunc (6 
f«H imo iheit Haods, hi 4 l>«e<^U(ied #Wh JWb lo lUffltfvv Athoh^ thfe Orihaboy BdflhwA 
to whom the above Exception alluded,, was a Fdr^of Hbbkor, who had followed 


; \ z "TT r <. ^ ^ «wofu,aw vn Ajvmoii ^iio naa fotioweei 

the Oceopaiion ofn pe 4 fet« Ebroptoti Wirtoito <w €»»»; Mhd had venw^ oafs in his 
Bodi^; w Ktile aftrf Ihb <i(»hWf tMihir ;bf SheWiBii, nehr l^nWOf, Where he W ftizedx 
and, tmannedaahe'wai, and jphfxduig the Irthdeehteof Ma PlNaftfeott, «mrd^ ht cold Blood 
Soojaun Sing had the Command at that Time in Ramnagur. Two Sddieh alfb Of Major Crabb*i 
Drtachmeni having wandrted froin the Litre ‘W«re. Hken fiidihihdeitd at Oooce Gonoe ffor 
this Reafon A* Town WM ento^tcd in the IVotlamwiOn, add tut fined been deMyed * * 

^ IMy fitft Cate, ifter my R«0rti to Banhit;, tbdetiHifiho the fiutbeffldn to the iStmeedarv 
and RauM, vacated by the l^lekute of Gbtit Siai« The RfaM ttf the Compatty to the Dii 
pofal of ^ ccftainly hhf nOt felfeed l^ihe )iaft Events, the iWitory had bttn wholly loft to 
thw ana who8y>ft^^ by thhit At# i Yet # tell of (hi ftttiily who fcrtherly 

puffed ft 1# not meH^bf;«iy AA of theiti, to bOinVolved te thfc Puhifttient of a Man 
^®1 #o»ft tW M rtgarded, as the UftS of their more 

» "WWP* wObldttUte been >r0#>t lO haye)>bt# SnbfaiK of the People to 
5 ^ ^ > yirtOe tf # full Powers which 

I poff^ from the ^ for tfeMfPurpoft, » bhR^ it on thy next Uneah Heir. This was Bau- 

^ ^ *** 5 .^“*^% ^ ,* I^««ghtec married to Bau- 

boo Doorgl^ey , ?mg. The ^idow of QtilwWnt Sthg. n«h^ Ritainy QooTaub Eooer. was Hill 
living, and in an wr^c oid A# . By the Hihabo %lw «« clajih the Inheritance. Her 
Daughter ^ # Wife (rft)poi5fij«7Sirig, .#fcfle^^^ Had it become a 

Matter of Conteft, 1 had refolybd to kave tt to tte Dec|Bon^t»f # Whole B^y of the Pundits of 
Bmriii but thiaRefeimce was unneam Dobt^ 8ito;»fch^ bp the Pretenfion of hU 
We, and iheold^n^herowft, bya Wriftg fcal«Wj^;hjftm^ in the 

Prefence of a conftdenttal Perfbn whom I depui^ to Kef for Pbt#^ declarito it to be her 
Wifo and RCqueR that, the Rabjc might be cOtdfefted ObM OnOMfon Mehipbaraliu He was ac* 
cordingly invefl^ a0d>focl«med,oA ihc at# of S»0||#bef. . ^fs Bauboo Doorgbiicy 
Sing was at the&the Timy mvetted with theOfbee bf^^, ahd % in eflKA the fok aainn Mai 
naner. He UaboutTMrt^fke teafoof Age, hisSbn.Jfi^T . icaaiogivia 

1 have tbouttht it proper w eftaWifo.a difiinA aiw bdip^t M for the Town**^ 
of Banaru. The Reafi^for this A# tjkJkrpjrrptiOtt and of the Ofijcfcrs lUb- 

» .i** *« 1^4# tSeBS'dakd the ift of Novernbecf. 

Alw^Ihmhim Khw, the,lWpBchofetl fot foil Cfi^, s# diify teyefted with it on the doth 

. November f^lpded the Settlement of the Revenue, which was to be paid 

by Rajah Myibnaoao, bfti^ Rs, 33,33, 333 i. foe # Cweni Year, and a terpetual Rent 
of 40,00,000 Ra. forthefowm. 

The Particulars Of thk TranfaAMm are contsined it #t«tter lO the Bbard, dittd the 21ft 
November^. 

It has been »l«^r 4 *'^ n Witp^iwhirt Colonel Muir advjfed me of 

^ l#tAk Pfike, 1 foht to Colonel Mule Credentials 

and Inft^oni j apd on #; iafo of;p<#f f cbnAuded with Mahdagee Sindla. 

To confirm and^ Im^e Mynou#^^^ 1^ it, Sfr. Artdeffon to Mah^ 

Sij^a, «nd at t^ ^ae'IIttk l^.Mr. Clkj^ llWbUr Pundit, on afimilar wSn. 
ttuffion to Moodi^ee BotglaK, the Rajah df fiww. the Pxnkblafo bf dtde tranfiAlons, ibid 


• Ses^qknduc, Parts, K* i. 

t See Appendix, Part i, 1^ 3. 
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my View} relating to are contained in the annexed Copies of my Inftru^llons to Colonel 
Muir, and of my Letter to the Board adjoined, dated the 25th Novembw y. 

The annexed Letter to the Board, dated aid November, contains allb the Circomftances of 
fome new Arrangements made in the Cuftoms f. 

On the 8ch 0<flober, Major Naylor, with the 23d Regiment, having been detached to 
the Relief of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, arrived on the Northern Banks of the Dewa, defeated 
a large Force which bad alTcmbled round Colonel Hannay, and entirely difperfed (hem. The 
Return of the Nabob foon after efTcftually reftored the Quiet of the Country. 

About the fame Time a Regiment of Sepoys, under the Command of Major Luc», de- 
feated and drove Fuctch Shah from the Diftrid of Sirkar Saurun. 

^ [After having gained PonclTion of Lutteefpoor, Major Popbam loft no Time in.profecuting 
his March to Bidjeygur. Cheit Sing did not wait hia Approach, but fied, taking with him as much 
I'reafure as his Elephants and Camels could carry, which has bwn reported to me to have confided 
of One Lack of Mohrs, and Fifteen or Sixteen of Silver *, befides Jewels to an unknown Amount. 

His Wife, a Woman of an amiable Charaffer, his Mother Fauna, and all the other .Women of bis 
Family, and the Survivors of the Family of his Father Bulwant Sing,, who were conneded with 
his, were left in the Fort of Bidicygur. He took the Route of Rewa, and from thence proceeded 
to Panna, the Capital of Boondelcund, paying and plundered as he palled. He was, by the laft 
Advices, in that Country, the Rajah profefiing in his Letters to me a Refolution to withdraw his 
Protedion from him, and fccretly favouring him.] ^ 

The Fortrefs of Bidjeygur furrendered by Capitulation on the lothof November, yielding to 
Major Popham the peculiar Credit of haring furmounted all the Obftacles which Nature and Arc 
had oppoled to the Conqueft of Two of the Fortrelfts of Hindoftan, which had been before uni- 
verfally deemed impregnable. 

I have now brought my Narrative to its proper Conclufion, at that Point in which all the 
Movements which from the Subject of it, and all their Objeffs, appear to have attained their full 
and complete Termination. I regret the Length to which it has been drawn, and fear that it will 
appear unreafonable to thofe who may confider it a Point of Duty to give it a thorough Perufal, 
and who will fcarce fail to refled, that it contains in Eftect the Hiftory of but One Month. To 
myfelf the Refledion affords a different Senfation, when applied to the Multitude of Events and 
their Magnitude, comprifed within fo (hort an Interval of my publick Life. I have aimed at Bre> 
vity, both in the Seledion of Fads and in the Narration of them, having omitted every Circum- 
ftance, which, though engaging a Portion of my Attention at the Time, had no Connedion with 
tlie general Train ot Events, or Influence on the Charadef by which they are diferiminated from 
the ordinary Courfe of Affairs. For the Satisfadion of fuch as (hall have more Patience or Lei< 
lure to look into them, I have added as an Appendix, Copies of all the material Papers which 
have Relation to the Narrative, but which would have incrcafcd the Bulk of it, and difturbed 
the Attention, if inlertcd in the Body of it. 

I have alfo added Atteftations of all the principal . Fads and Events, fworn before the Chief 
Juftice, to whole Advice I am obliged for having fuggefted it. It did not ftrike my Mind, that 
Matters of fuch Notoriety here would require fome more authentic Verification of them ?t Home, 
rhan the Recital of the Man whofe Reputation is fo immediately concerned as mine is in the Judg- 
ment which my Superiors, and which the Public at large, will have a Right to form upon it. I 
am fenfiblc of the Wifdom of the Precaution, and forry that it was not earlier intimated, that I 
might have had Time to have colieded a larger Fund of Evidence, although I have Reafon to be 
fatisfied with the Weight of that which I have obtained. Let it be alfo remembered, that this 
Relation itfclf has been written under the Force of an Obligation as binding as that of an Oath 
adminilkred and taken in all its legal Forms. 

Whatever Judgement may be palTed on my particular Condud, I am yet happy that it has 
proved the Means of calling forth the inherent Virtue of my Countrymen, and difplaying to all the 
rowers and People of India, both the National Charader and the National Conllitution, by fuch 
Effeds as have been unrecorded in their Hiftories, and are fcarce conceivable by their Habits 
of thinking. 

The Suddennefs of our Calamities, the Diftance of Alliftance, the Privation of every 
prefent Refource, the manifeft Intereft which animated and impelled every Corps and every In- 
dividual to the Support ol the common Caufe, and the Rapidity with which they rulhed to repel 
the common Danger, are Fads of univerfal Obfervation, and wiir contribute more effedually to 
the Permanency of the Britilh Influence and Dominion, than the moft fplendid Vidorics obtained 
over Adverfaries of the higheft Reputation •, becaufe they Ihew the Harmony which unites all the 
Parts of our Government, and their augmented Strength under the Compreffion of external 
Violence} and will be remembered as a moft ftriking Example, which every Man concerned in its 
Opeittions will apply to his own interefts and Feelings, that its greateft and moft fuccefsful Exer* 
tions have arifen out of the moft defperate Emergencies, and have fallen, in every fuch Inftance, 
with the moft’ dreadful Vengeance on the Heads of its AggrelTors. 


II See Appendix, Part 1, N* 4.. + See Appendix, Part i, N' 5. 

* Amounting to about 400,000 Pounds lierling, cxcluuve of the Jeweb. 
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For the Senie which I have entertained of the particular Condud of the OiBcers who have 
themlelvea in the late Service, I cannot exprefs myfelf in ftronger Terms than thole 
of the fbllowiflg Extrad of my Letter to the Board, Sated the 29th of September, and Copy of 
one dated the 7th of Odober. 

Extrad of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board, dated the 29th of September 1781. 

« I have forborne any particular Comments in this Place, referving them, where they will 
be more properly introduced, for my detailed Narrative. Yet 1 cannot fupprefs, without a 
Violence to my own Feelin^Si the Teftimony which is due, efpecially from me, to the unex- 
ampled Zeal and public Spirit of all our Omcers, and the wonderful Adivity witli which thefe 
Qaatttiet were displayed on the late Occaflon. I have already acknowledged the early Exer- 
Mni, which were made by Colonel Blair, during my former (hort and calamitous Refidence at 
Banatisi Of M^or Popham I capnot fay fumcirat to exprefs my Senfe of his Services. 
Though my Letters were every where intercepted, Colonel Morgan, with a Decifion and So- 
licttum that refled equal Credit upon his Charader, detached Major Crabb with his Party to 
my Affifomce, on the firfl and inftant Rumour of my Situation. Colonel Sir John Cumming, 
with the like Alacrity obeyed the Order for his March to Khaunpoor •, as did Colonel Ahmuty, 
in the immediate Difpatch of Major Crawford and the Troop of Cavalry. The fame Spirit ani- 
mated every Officer of every Corps, and infufed itfelf into the Men under their Command, with 
an Efftd fo far exceeding, the common Occurrences of human Affairs, that in the complete Space 
of. One Month, this great and valuable Province, which had been fuddenly and wholly lolf, was 
in Subftance wholly recovered to the Britiih Empire. 

lam, 

* • Sir, &c.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board, dated the 7th of Odober. 

“ I have had frequent Occafion to exprefs, in public Orders, the highcR Approbation of the 
Zeal, Spirit, and good Condud exerted by all the Officers and Troops, in all the late Opera- 
tions for reducing this rebellious Zemeedary to Obedience. Several or the Officers have merited 
and received particular Thanks by Name ^ and it would give the greateft Sacisfadion to diftin. 
guiffi and reward each Individual in Proportion to his Station and Services. But as no Govern- 
ment is polfelfcd of the Means of fuch diffuftve Recompence, it muff be unavoidably confined to 
thofe whole elevated Rank or peculiar Situation affords them Opportunities of laying immediate 
Claim to the more honorary or beneficial Teftimonies of public Gratitude. But fuch Tellimonies, 
whilft they arc in Poffeffion of Perfons in fuperior Rank, give Hopes to, and excite the Emula- 
tion of, thofe alfo who are in the inferior: And thus, by. well-timed and judicious Rewards, the 
Profperity of the State and the Incerelts of its Servants are united. 

“ It is on this Principle that 1 requeft Permiffion to folicit the Confideration of the Board, for 
an honourable Recompence to the Two Officers who have been iirll; in Rank, and molt confpicu- 
ous in Services, during the Commotions in this Diftrid. 

“ Lieutenant Colonel Biair, who commanded at Chunargur from the Day of the fatal Cata- 
ftrophe in this Town, manifefted a general Zeal for the public Interefls, and for my Safety, 
above ail Confiderations for his own. Every Requifition which I made to him was inftantiy com* 
plied with ; and he fent me a Reinforcement of a Battalion of Sepoys at a Time when be had 
the ftrongeft Grounds to believe that an Attack would be made on his own Garrifon, which it was 
incapable of fuflaining, 

“ It is perhaps fcarce lefs meritorious in Colonel Blair, to have not only fubmicted without re- 
pining to the Preference of an inferior Officer to a Command of fuch Importance within the Limits 
of his own, but to have affilled and co-operated with that Officer, with as much Alacrity as if the 
Succefs was to have redounded to his own Honour. 

“ This is not the firft Occafion on which the Attention of the Board has been called to the 
diflinguilhed Meric and Services of Major Popham. They have been again moil happily exerted 
in his prefent Command, for the Safety and Incerells of the Company, in a very perilous Situation : 
I have been, in a Manner, an Eye Witnefs of them. I wiffi to exprefs, and to Aew, my Senfe of 
them, but I want Language for the firll, and Means for the latter. 

“ As, from the Knowled« which I have of the Charaflers of Lieutenant Colonel Blair and Ma- 
jor Popham, I am certain &t the moll honourable Reward will be to them the molt acceptable, 
I beg Leave to propofe, that they be promoted by Brevet to the Ranks immediately above thofe 
whiro they at prefent refpeflively hold *, chat is. Lieutenant Colonel Blair to the Rank of Colonel, 
and Major Popham to the Rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

“ This Preferment, whilft it is an honourable Diftin^on 19 tbefe Officers, cannot be donned an 
Injury to their Seniors, as their Promotion will not be thereby retarded : They may be always 
employed on feparate ^rvice, and their Rank will not be afllea(K], when they rife in the regular 
Courfe of Succeffion. 

“ The Company owe fo much to the eminent Services of Majw Popham, that 1 may think it 
incumbent upon me, at a future Period, to recommend him to their further Confideration. 

6 Whilft 
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" Whilft 1 bcftow the jpft Tribute of Praife due to thofe Officers who aftcd upon the Spot, J 
Ihould be guilty of an unpardonable Negle^, and even Injufttce, if I omitted toczprels 
of equal Approbation of the Conduit of others more remote. 

Colonel Morgan, on the firft Intelligence which reached him of my Situation, and without 
waiting for official Information or Authority, in the true Spirit of an able and zealous Officet, 
detached a very confiderable Portion of his Brigade, and all the SuppUei of Provi&ons which he 
could procure. 

“ Colonel Sir John Cumming likewife moved with the utmoft Dilutee and Alacrity, .on ro> 
ceiving an Order to occupy the Station of Kfaaunpoor, in the Room of the Second Brigade. Me 
marched with his whole Force in Fifteen Houra aner reodving the Orders, and reached KIwiri> 
poor in Four Days*, himl'elf. Officers, and Troops, cbearfully making their utmoft ESbtain.die 
common Caufe. 

Such have been the fpiriced and judicious Exertions of your Officers and Troopain SnppoiK 
of the Company’s mod: valuable Rights and Pofieffions, of the Dignity of thdr Governments aai 
of the Honour and Safety of their Chief Magiftrate : A Condua which mantfefts the '.ftcMigcft. 
Attachment and Affcdlion on their Parts, and implies an Obfenrance of Juftioe aod Regard to the 
Profperity and Happinefa of thofe who are placed under our Authority, on oun. Thefe aw Cir* 
cumftances which will always afford me the moft pleafing Reflexions, notwkiffiaadiog the Cnla* 
mities which have produced them. 

“ Chunar, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

ift December iy8i. Warren Haftaags^ 


POSTSCRIPT. 

1 have divided the Appendix into Two Parts j the Firft confifti of Papers which contain 
my TranfaXions on Points which are foreign from the immediate SubjeX of the Nar- 
rative, and wffich living been already fcparatcly detailed in Letters addrelied to the Board, 
I have preferred this Method of annexing them to it, having referred to them in the pro- 
per Order of their Dates in the Narrative. To thefc I have added a L«ter from the 
Rcfidcnt at the Court of the Nabob Vizecr, comprifmg a diftinX Narrative of the Rebel- 
lion in the Pergdnnahs of Goorukpoor and Barcech, and in the City of Fyzabad, ia tie 
Dominions of the Nabob of Owd. 

The Second Part contains offidal Letters and other Papers, which form a conneXed 
Scries of the Events and Proceedings recorded iq the Narrative. 

Memorandum. 

In this printed Copy I have, for the Sake of Method, entitled the Seiiei of Affidavits 
the 'i'hiid Part pf the Appendix. 
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CATALOGUE of the APPENDIX. 

PART I. 

N* I. A. Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the jpth of November 1 78 1, rcfpca- 
ing the Governor General’s Agreement with the Vizeer. 

I. B. C<^y of the Agreement concluded by the Governor General with the Vizeer, on the 
19th of September 1781. 

1. C. Minute from the Governor General, explanatory of his Agreement with the Vizeer. 

I. D. Copy of the Agreement made by the Vizeer with the Governor General. 

I. E. Minute explanatory of the Agreement made by the Vizeer with the Governor General, 
1. F. Second Minute from the Governor General, containing his Anlwcrs to poOiblc Objec- 
tions to be made againll the fcveral Parts of his Agreement with the Vizeer. 

1. G. Letter of Inftruftions from the Governor General to the Refident at the Vizeer’s Court, 

dated Chunar the 23d September 1781. 

2. A. Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the ill of November 1781, refpeft:- 

ing the Eftablilhment of Police and Courts of Judicature in the Town of Banaris. 

2. B. Copy of the Plan for the Eftablilhment of Police and Courts ot Judicature in the 
Town of Banaris. 

2. C. Eftablilhment allotted for the different Departments under the Chief Magiftrate of 

Banaris. 

3, A. Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 21ft of November 1781, re- 

fpeding the Settlement of the Zemeedary of Banaris, &c. 

3. B. Abftraft Account ot the annual Jumma of the Zemeedary of Rajah Cheit Sing, for* the 
Year 1188, including the Jaghcers allowed to the Farmers. 

3. C. A particular Account of :he Revenue of Banaris, &c. for the Year 1 1 8^. 

3. D. Abftraft Account of the Revenue of Banaris, &c. forthcYcar 1184. 

3. E. Account Particulars of the Revenue of Banaris, &c. for the Year 1 1 88. 

3. F. Abftraft Account of the Revenue of Banaris, &c, for the Year 1188. 

3. G. Account of the Revenues of Ghazipoor. 

3. H. Form of the general Settlement concluded by the Governor General witli Rajah Me- 
hipnarain. 

3. I. Abftradof Allowances paid for the Support of diftreffed Families, and Men of Piety and 
Learning} and Copy of the Governor General’s Refolution on the SubjcCl. 

3. K. Paper relative to a Grant of certain Villages to the Fackcers of the Macbarrah of Shah 
Coflim Soolimiany, and Shah WalTcl, at Chunar. 

3. L. Tranflation of the Pottah granted to Rajah Mehipnarain. 

3. M. Copy of the Cobooleeat executed by Rajah Mehipnarain. 

3. N. Kiltbundee for the current Year 1189. 

3. O. Kiftbundee for the Year 1 190, and lor ever. 

3. P. Agreement of Raj .h Mehipnarain for Payment of the Arrears of the Year 1188, from 
the adlual Colleiftions. 

3. Q. Paper of Requefts prefented to the Governor General by Rajah Mehipnarain, with the 

Governor General’s Anfwers annexed. 

4. A. Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to Colonel Muir, dated the 29th of Au- 

guft 1781. 

4. B. D“ from D’ to D% dated the loth of September 1781. 

4- C. ExtraA ot a Letter from the Governor General to the Governor General and Council, 

dated the azd of Oftober lySt, 

4. D. Copy of a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 2 5th of November 
1781, refpefting the Appointment of Meffrs. A nderfon and Chapman. 

4. E. Tranflation of the Treaty concluded by Colonel Muir with Mahdajce Sindia, on the 
13th of OAober 1781. 

4. F. Copy of the InftruAions given to Mr. Anderfon, on the 4th of November 1781. 

4. G, Copy of the Inftruflions given to Mr. Chapman, on the 12th of November 1781. 

5- Letter to the Governor Gen^l and Council, dated the 22d ofNovember 1781, refpeft- 

ing the new Regulationswr the Culleflion of the Cuftoms within the Zemeedary of 
Banaris. 

6. Letter from the Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer, containing a Relation of 
the Rebellion in Gooruckpoor, &c. 

7« A, Tranflation of a Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemeedary of Banaris, 
&c. by the" Governor General and Council. 

?• Tranflation of a Pottah for the fame. 

7- C. Tranflation of his Cobooleeat for the fame. 

L I 


CATALOGUE 
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CATALOGUE of the APPENDIX. 

PART II. 


N’ 


8 . 

9 - 

10 . 

11. 

12 . 

» 3 - 

14' 

J5- 

i6. 

> 7 - 
1 8 . 
ly. 

20 . 


Minute of Council — — 

Arzcc of Rajah Cheit Sing — 
Minute of Council — — • 

Arzec of Rajah Cheit Sing — 

Arzce of Rajah Cheit Sing — 

Arzee of Rajah Cheit Sing — 

Minute of Council — — 

Minute of Council — — 

Letter to Lieutenant Cttloncl Blair 
Letter to Captain Mayafffe — 

L.ettcr to Major Popham — 

Letter to Captain Blair — - 

Letter from Captain Mayaffrc — 
Letter to Capt.nin Blair — 

Letter to l.icutcnant Colonel Blair 
Letter from Major Popham — 

h etui ns of killed and wounded at Shcwallah 
Letter from Captain Blair — 

Letter to Captain Biair — — 


21 . 

Subftu 

ncc of an Order 

22 . 

Letter 

to Ci 

tptain Blair 

2 J. 

Letter 

from 

Captain Blair 

24 . 

Letter 

from 

Captain Blair 

^5- 

Letter 

from 

Captain Blair 


a6. Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 

27. Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 

s8. to 0“ — — — 

29. Letter to Major Eaton — — 

30. Letter to Captain Blair — — 

31. Letter from Captain Blair — — 

32. Letter fionj Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 

33. Lilt of Englifli Gentlemen at Banaris — 

34. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Blair — 

35. Purport of a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing. 

36. Gcner.al Order — — . 

37. Letter to the Nabob Vizeer — — 

38. Lett' 1 to Major Moles Crawford — 

39. Letter to Mr. Middleton — — 

40. Letter from Major Eaton — — 

41. Subftance of a Letter from Hurry Budder Pundit 

42. Letter to Colonel Morgan — — . . 

43. Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

44. Letter to Colonel Cumming — — 

45. Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — — 

46. General Orders — — — 

47. Letter from Lieutenant Polhill — 

48. Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — — . 

49. Letter to Lieutenant Polhill — — 

50. Letter to Major Eaton — — 

51. Letter to Lieutenant Polhill — — > 

52. Letter to Edward Whelcr Efquirc — 

53. Ltttcr to Major Mofes Cralwford, or Lieutenant 

Ahmuty — — — 

54. Letter to Colonel Muir — — 

55. Letter to M.ijor James Crawford — ~ 

36. Letter to Colonel James Morgan — — 

57. l.ettcr from Major Mofes Crawford — 

58. Letter from Lieutenant Polhill — — 

59. Letter from Dodor H. Francis Balfour — 

60. Letter to Edward Whelcr, El'quire — 

61. Letter to Colonel Morgan — *— 


— on the 9th of July lyyf. 

— received the 30th of Julv 1778. 

of the 26th of Auguft 1779. 
received the ayth of Auguft 1779, 
received the aift (rf* Auguft 1780. 
received the 21ft of Auguft 1780. 
of the 26th of Odobel 1780. 
— of the 2d of November 1780. 
dated the 6th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 6th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 15th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 16th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 17th of Auguft 1782. 
dated the iSth of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 18th of Auguft 1782. 

• dated the 18th of Auguft 1781. 

dated the lyth of Auguft 1781, 

— dated the 19th of Auguft 1782. 

— dated the 18th of Auguft i‘8i. 

— dated the 19th of Auguft 1781. 

— * dated the 19th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 19th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 19th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 19th' of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the aorh of Auguft 1782. 

— dated the ioth of Auguft 1781. 

dated the 20th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 20th of Auguft 1781, 

— dated the 20th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated die 2oth of Auguft 1781, 

dawd the 20th of Auguft 1781. 

— the 2ift of Auguft i^8i. 
dated the 21ft of Auguft 1781. 

— * the sad of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 23d of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 23d (rf" Auguft 1781. 

— dated the of Auguft 178 1. 

— -dated the 19th of Auguft 1781. 
received the 24th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 25th of Auguft 1781. 

— dated the 26th of Auguft: 1781. 
dated the 26^1 of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 26rh of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 26th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 25th of Auguft 178U 
dated the 26th of Aruguft 1781. 
dated the 26th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 26th of Auguft 2781. 
dated the 27 th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 27th of Auguft 1781. 

Colonel 

dated the-aSth of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 29th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 29*h of Auguft 1782. 
dated the 30th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the gift of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 31ft of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 28th of Auguft 1781. 
dated the 31ft of Auguft 17S1. 
dated the ift of September 1781. 

62. Letter 
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65. 

. 66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

7 ‘* 

72. 

73 - 

74- 
75* 
76. 

77* 

78. 

It. 

Si. 

82. 

83- 

84. 

85- 

86 . 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 
93- 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97* 

98. 

99. 

100. 

101. 

102 . 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 
no. 

111. 

112. 
"3- 

1 14. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 

121 . 
122 . 
123. 

125. 


Letter ftow Popham — 

Letter from Ctpwn Blair — — 

Letter m LKiitcnaot Colonel Blair from Lieutenant 
Pigott ■ — 

Letter to Major Mofes Crawford — 

Letter to Cotencl Morgan •— — 

Letter from Mr. Middleton —■ ~ 

Letter to Edward Wheler Elquire — 

Letter from Colonel James Morgan — 

Letter from Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter from Major Eaton -- •— 

Arzee from Rajah Cheit Sing — — 

Letter from Riyah Cheit Sing to Bcncram Pundit. 

Letter from Mr. Barnett — — 

Letter to the Nabob Vizeer — — 

Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing ~ ~ 

Letter from Colonel Morgan ~ — 

General Orders — •“ 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter from Mr. Graeme — 

Letter from Major Mofes Crawford — 

Letter to Colonel Muir — . — 

Letter to Edward W heler Efquire — 

Letter to Major Morci Crawford — - 

Letter to Colonel Sir John Camming — • 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — ■— 

Letter from Colonel Cumming — - 

Letter to Major Popham — — 

Letter to Major Eaton — 

Letter to Edward Wheler Efquire — 

General Orders — — — 

Letter from Colonel Morgan • 

Letter to Colonel Morgan — — 

Letter from Mr. Barnett — — 

Letter from Captain Macdonald to Mr. Middleton 
Letter to Mr. Barnett ■— — 

Letter to Major Popham — > — 

Letter to Edward Wheler Efquire — 

Letter from Colonel Ahmiuy — 


dated the 3d of September 
dated the 4th of September 

dated the 4th of September 
dated the 4th of September 
dated the 4th of September 
dated the 29th of Aiigult 
dated the 4th of Septentber 
dated the 291)1 of Auguti 
dated the :jOth of Aviguft 
dated the 30th of Au!!,ull 
received the 5th of Scjitcmbcr 

dated the 5th jof September 
dated the 6th of Scptriiibcr 
dated the 23d of September 
dated the 4th of September 
dated the 8th of September 
dated the 8th of September 
dated the 4th of September 
dated the 9th of September 
dated the loth of September 
dated the nth of September 
dated the 17th of September 
dated the 13th of September 
dated the 13th of September 
dated the 7th of September 
dated the 15th of September 
dated the 18th of September 
dated the i8th of September 
dated the 18th of September 
dated the 15th ofSeptembir 
dated the 191I1 of September 
dated the j8th of September 
dated the 9th of September 
dated the 19th of September 
dated the 20th of September 
dated the 20th of S^tember 
dated the 29th of Auguft 
dated the 20th of September 


Letter from Mt^jor Popham 

Journal of a March over the Binde Hills from Chunargur to Lot' 
teefpoor, written by Major Crabb, dated from the 15th to the 2jft of September 
Letter from Major Crobb — — dated the 25th of September 

Return of Killed and Wounded in the Attack of Pateeta* dated the 20th of September 
Letter to Edward Wheler Efquire dated the 22d of September 

Letter from Captain Blair — — - dated the 2 ill of September 

Letter to Major James Crawford — dated the 22d of September 

Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmutjr — dated the 2 2d of September 

Letter from Capt^o Blair — Journal of M^or Crabb’s 
Expedition — 

General Orders — — 

Letter from Major Popham — 

Letter from Mr Grasme, and Enclofure 
Letter from Major Crabb — — 

Letter from Major Crabb — — 

Letter from Major Crabb «— — 

Return of Killed, Wounded, &;c. of Dotacjiment commanded 

by Major Crabb — — — dated the 20th of September 

Letter from Major Balfour — dated the 23d of September 

General Orders — — dated the 24th of ^ptember 

Tranflation of a Proclamation iflued by the Governor General, the 25th of September 


dated the 29th of September 
dated the 22d of September 
dated the 2 2d of S^tember 
dated the 19th of Augull 
dated the 21ft of September 
dated the 2 1 ft of September 
dated the 23d of September 


Letter to Major Crabb 
Letter to Colonel Morgan 
Jjwtcr froBj Colonel Morgan — 

Letter from Mr. tirasme ■— 

Letter from Major Xaicas to Mr> Graeme 
Tranflation of a Letter found in Luuce^oor 
Letter to Edward Wheler Efquire 
5 


dated die C5th of September 
dated the 27th of September 
dated the 27th of September 
dated the ,2ift of Odober 
dated the ,i8th of Oftober 
the 6th of Odober 
dated the 7th of Odober 
12C. 


78 u 
781. 

78.. 

7S1. 

781. 

781. 

78.. 
781. 
781. 

78.. 

;Si. 

7S1. 
78 1. 
781, 
781. 
7M. 

78.. 
781. 
781. 
78.. 
7H1. 
,Si. 

78.. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 

78.. 
781. 
7S1. 
781. 
781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

78 r. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 
781. 


781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

781. 

78.. 

78.. 
7S1. 
781. 
781. 
78.. 

Later 
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126. Lftter from Captain Blilr 

127. Letter to Edward Wheler Efq. 
12 a. Letter f rom Major Naylor 

129. General Orders — 

130. D’ — — • 

131. Letter from Dr. Thomas 


dated die 8th of OftobCT 1781.' 
dated the 1^ of O^bber 1781. 
dated the t3th of Oftober 1781. 
dated the 19th of Oftober 1781. 
dated the 8th of November 1781. 
dated the 18th ^ O^ober 1781. 


CATALOGUE of the APPENDIX. 
PART III. 


Lijl of Affidavits, with the general SuljeSs of their Contents, 

N" I . F I R S T P A R C E L •, containing, viz. 

A. Affidavit of Major Eaton, commanding the Fort of Buxar. 

B. Letter from Major Eaton to Thomas Graham Efquire, Refident at Banaris, dated the 

23d of May 1779, complaining of the difaffedted Condudl of Rajah Cheit Sing and 
his Officers, and of Enormities committed by the latter. 

C. Letter from Major Eaton to Francis Fowke Efquire, Refident at Banaris, dated the 

3d of November 1780, upon the fame SubjeA. 

D. Letter from Mr. Fowke, dated the 8th of November, in anfwcr to the preceding, expreff- 

ing that he had no Hope of obtaining Redrefs. 

E. Letter from Major Eaton to Francis Fowke Efquire, dated the 1 7th of November 1 780, 

reprefenting the Affault made by the Zemeedar of Beerpoor on Enfign Baffet, and 
the general Enormities of the Zemeedars of the Jurifdiflion of Rajah Cheit Sing. 

F. Letter from Major Eaton to the Board, more circumftantial, on the fame Subjefls. 

Date omitted. 


N” 2. SECOND PA R C E L, containing, 

A. Major Palmer’s Affidavit of the declared Intentions of the Governor General towards 

Rajah Cheit Sing. 

B. Attcflation of David Anderfon Efquire, to the fame Effcft. 

N" 3. THIRD PARCEL, confiding of Tranfaftions at Buxar and Banaris, between the 
9th and 2id Augud 1781, and the Infurreftion of Gooruckpoor, &c. 

A. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranfiator to the Governor General. 

B. Declaration of Nyder Beg Khan Corrcfpondence with Cheit Sing, and other Matters. 

C. Affidavit of Moondiy Gore-Perfaud : His Imprifonment and Sufferings : Ladders 

made for the Affault on the Governor General’s Quarters. 

D. Affidavit of Hurryram Pundit : Forces which attendra Cheit Sing to Buxar. 

E. Affidavit of jewan Ram Moondiy : Maffacre at Shewallah. 

F. Affidavit of Biffien Sing : His own Sufferings. 

G. Affidavit of Moonfliy Patnimul : Proclamation at Banaris againft Protection of 

Englilh Gentlemen, on Pain of Death, and Forfeiture of Property. 

H. Affidavit of Moonihy Gore-Perfaud —The fame in Subdance as the foregoing. 

I. Affidavit of Doond Sing, Commandant — Attempts of the Rajah’s Brother to feduce 

him from tlie Company’s Service, in February 1781. 

K. Affidavit of Moondiy Mahommed Moraud— 'Mutiny of Captain Williams’s Sepoys. 

L. Affidavit of Doond Sing, Commandant — InfurreCtions in Gooruckpoor, &c. 

M. Affidavit of Ahlaud Sing Subadar— On the fame SubjeCt. 

N. Affidavit of Denoo Sing Subadar — The fame Subjeft. 

O. Affidavit of Ram Sing Jemmadar — The fame SuHeCt. 

P. Affidavit of Kundeall Sing Commandant — The ume SutgeCt. 

Qi Affidavit of Beij Sing Subadar — The fame SubjeCI. 

R. Affidavit of Merum Moondiy — ^Thc fame SubjeCl. 

S. Affidavit of Meer Ahmud Ally Subadar — The fame SubjeCl. 

1 '. Solemn Declaration of Ranny Golaub Kooer — ^Preparations made at Ramnagur for 
attacking the Governor General in his Quarters — DifaffeCtion of Rajah Cheit Sing. 
U. Affidavit of Giidgerauge Sing Kelladar of Ramnagur — Murder of Mr. Hooker— Dc- 
fi^ to attack the Governor General’s Quarters. 

N 4. FOURTH PARCEL; viz. 

A. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranfiator. 

B. Affidavit of Hindoo Sing Adjutant at Buxar — Attempts of the Rajah’s Brother to 

feduce the Sepoys of the Garrifon — Infolences of the Zemeedars — Force attendant 
on the Rajah at Buxar— Orders to reduce the Fort of Buxar— Affault made on En- 
fign Badett, and other Gentlemen at Beerpoor. 

N* 5. 
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N*<. FIFTH PARCEL; viz. 

A. Affidavit ■of Captain Davy, Perfitn Tranflator. 

B. Affidavit of SheUkh Matfommcd Aumecn M^yhet, Commandant in Cheit Sing's Ser- 

vice — Lift of Forces which attended the Rajah to Buxar — Maflacre of ShewalU 

Defign to attack the GovcrrrtJf General’s Quarters at Banaris— Lift of Forces in 
the Service of Rajah Cheit Sing. ' 

C. Affidavit of Sheakh Hoffein Oolla Jemmadar — Maflacre of Shcwallah. 

D. Affidavit of Biflicn Sing Subadar— The fame Subjetft. 

E. Affidavit of RUggoober Orderly — The fame Sobjeift. 

N' 6 . SIXTH PARCEL; viz. 

A. Affidivit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranflawr. 

B. Affidavit of Contoo Dofs — Proclamation ilTucd at Banaris, that whoever proteded 

the EnglKh Ibould be puniflied. 

N‘7. seventh PARCELi viz. 

A. Affidivit of Captiin Davy, Perfian Tranflator. 

B. Affidavit of Dadjoo Sing and Gobindram Miller : Attefting the following Perwan- 

liahs. 

C. Affidavit of Captain Davy, Perfian Tranflator. 

D. Perwannah from Rajah Cheit Sing to DadjoO Sing, to join him and cut off the 

Englifh. 

E. Perwannah from D” to D“ to join Futteh Shah. 

N“ 8 . EIGHTH PARCEL; Viz. 

A. Affidavit of Colonel Blair, commanding the Fort of Chunar, refpeding falfe Intelli- 

gence, intended, as fuppofed, to prevent his fending Affiftahec to the Governor 
General at Banaris. 

B. Affidavit of Captain M'Dougall, commanding a Battalion of Sepoys, detached to 

the AlTiftance of the Governor General at Banaris ; containing flmilar and faU'e In- 
telligence to the fame Effcd. 

N‘’ 9 . ninth PARCEL; containing Affidavits of Englilh Gentlemen of the Infur- 
redtion in Gooruckpoor, &c. Their Connexion with tlie Rebellion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing, and other Matters. 

A. Affidavit of Nathaniel Middleton Efquirc — Reports of Perwannahs iffued by Cheit 

Sing, commanding the Deftrudtion of the Englilh, and Letters to the Nabob’s Ze- 
me^ars, inciting them to rebel — Fidelity and Attachment of the Nabob Vizeer — 
Murders at Gope Gungee— -The Minifters of the Vizccr’s Mother encourage the 
Dilaffeftion — Aflift the levying of Troops at Fyzabad for Cheit Sing. 

B. Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay, commanding a Corps of Sepoys 

in the Service of the Nabob Vizeer — Hoftile Pradiccs of the Begums at Fyzabad — ■ 
Troops levied there publicly for Cheit Sing, with the Encouragement of the 
Eunuchs of both the Begums — Aftual Departure of 1,000 Levies — Kcmonftrances 
made by the Deponent to Bow Begum without Effedt— Attack of Captain Gordon 
by Shumflieer Khan, the Begum’s Aumil — General Dilaffcdlion of Gooruckpoor, 
and all the Country lying South of Fyzabad, fomented by the Agents of Cheit 
Sing, and by Money furnilhed by him. 

C. Affidavit cf Major John M‘Donald, commanding a Battalion of Sepoys in the Vi- 

zeer’s Service — :Infurredtions of Gooruckpoor excited by Cheit Sing: — Encouraged 
by the Begums at Fyzabad— Total Defe^ion of Fyzabad — The Rebellion of Cheit 
Sing preconcerted. 

D. Affidavit of Captain David Williams, commanding a Battalion of Sepoys in the Vi- 

zecr’s Service — Infurredtiohs of Gooruckpoor, Stc, Mutiny of his own Sepoys. 

E. Affidavit of Captain John Gordon, commanding a Corps of Sepoys in the Nabob Vi- 

zeer’s Service — Hoftile Adis of Shumflieer Khan, Aumil of the Vizeer’s Mother 
attributed to the Begum. 

N’lo. TENTH PARCEL. 

Affidavit of Jean Honore Mordelait, Private of the Company of Chafleurs, relating 
the Circumftances of the Maflacre of his Comrades at Lutteefpoor. 

N’li. ELEVENTH PARCEL. 

Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay — ^Plan concerted by tlie Begums to fcducc from 
him his Followers, and to detain him at Fyzabad. 


M m 


WARREN HASTINGS. 



( *38 ) 


APP.ENDI X. 

PART I. 

Num. I. A. 

Letter /tf the Governor General and Council, dated the agth ef November 1781, refpeBing 
the Governor General’s Agrement with the Vizeer. 

To Edward Wheler and John Maepherfon, Efquires, Members of the Council 

of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

1 mud have Recourfc to your Indulgence, on the Occafion of every Report of Importance, 
for the Delay in tranfmitting it. Many are the Caufes of thefe Delays, which I need not enu* 
incrate, as I am myfclf the principal Sufferer by them : Indeed I am almoft tempted to fay, that I 
find a Sufficiency for the Occupation of each Day in the Evil thereof, and in a Thoufand little 
Occurrences, lefs known in a rwular Procefs of Bufinefs, which exad their Share of Attention, 
and pafs without any fubdantial Effect. It was for this principal Reafon, that I have again fhifted 
my Rcfidencc from Banaris to this Place, where I (hall hope for more Leifure to bring up a 
long Arrears of Bufinefs, than it would have been poflible for me to have cleared if I had con- 
tinued there. 

I have now to inform you of my Tranfaflions with the Nabob Vizeer, during his Ihort Stay 
at Chunar : TIvefe are comprifed in the enclofcd Papers, viz *. 

N° I. Articles of Agreement concluded with the Nabob Vizeer. 

1 . A and B. Explanation of the above Articles. 

2. Agreement of the Nabob Vizeer. 

3. Reafons for the above Agreement. 

4. My Inltru^tions to the Refident. 

5. Orders iffued in confcquence of the Agreement. 

The following are added as explanatory of the foregoing. 

6 . Edimate of the temporary Brigade. 

7. Edabliflimcnt and Eflimate of the Charges of the Nabob Vizeer*s Arfenal. 

8. Eftablifhment and Edimate of the Expences of Three Battalions of Sepoys, under 

the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay. 

9. Edablidimcnt and Edimate of the Expences of the Nabob Vizeer’s Body Guard. 

10. Edabliflimcnt and Edimate of Two Battalions of Sepoys, under the Command of 

Captain Olborne, now of Major Clark. 

1 1. Edimate of the aneral Dilburfements made by Mr. Wombwell, Paymader and Au- 

ditor of Britim Troops in the Service of the Nabob Vizeer. 

I have alluded to the general Reafons which have prevented me from tranfmitting the Reports 
of my Proceedings to the Board with Punftuality. I am obliged to add a fpecial Caufc for the 
prefent Inftance; which is, tliat tlic Refident having carried with him all the authentic Papers re- 
ining to this Bufinefs to Lucknow, I have fince waited both for them and for the preceding 
Efliinatcs, which arc yet incomplete, though fufficient for general Elucidation. 

To the Copy of the Articles of Agreement, N” i. I have added the Papers N" i. A, B, C. 
which will fully explain my Reafons for the fcvcral Articles \ and to thefe 1 beg Leave to refer 
you. Upon the Whole, generally, I have only to obferve further, that the Agramcnt was drawn 
up from a Series of Requifitions prefented to me by the Nabob, to whom I was happy in the 
Occafion of making fuch a Return for the uncommon Inllancc of Fidelity and Attachment which 
he had recently Ihewn to our Government, by an indant and unqualified Afient to each Article. 
This was done verbally in his Prefence. And in like Manner I requeded and obtained his Ac- 
quicfcence in the (hort Condition which followed mine. I confidered the Subjeds of his Requeds 
as eflcntial to the Reputation of our Government, and no lefs to our Intered than his •, and if the 
Refident performs his Duty in the Execution of my Indrudions, the Nabob’s Part of the Engage- 
ment, by a fingular Inverfion of their Purpofes, in both Indances will prove of dill greater Benefit 
to him than to our Government, on whofe Behalf it was exaded. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Chunar, with the greated Edccm, 

29th November 1781. . Gentlemen, 

, Your mod obedient Servant, 

Warren Hadings. 

• Thefe Enclofurci were originally diniiiguiflicil by the above Marks ; only the Four Firft are here inferted* 
and immediately follow this Letter, with Mam correlponding to the Catalogue. The Rett are of little Con- 
icquence, and are omitted. 
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Num. 1. i. 

Copy ef the Agreement cdKcluJtd hy At Governor General voith the Vizeer, on the igth ef 

September 1781. ^ 

The Nabob Vizeer ul Mummalick Affof ud Dowlah Aflbf Jah Ycheyali Khan Bcliadfr 
having repeatedly and urgently rrorefented, that he is unable to fupport the Fxpenccs of the 
temporary Brigade, Cavalry, and Englifli Officers, with their Battalions, as well as other Gentle 
men, who arc now paid by him under the Denomination of Sebundy, bee. bee. and h ivin.r nnde 
fundry Requefts to that and other Purpofes-, and as the Conftancy and Firmnel's of his Allnncc 
with the Company entitle him to every Confideration and Relief that may depend upon us- I 
Warren Haftings Governor General, Imaud ud Dowlah Jelladit Jung Bchader, See. See. on Be- 
half of the Governor General and Council, have agreed to the under-mentioned Articles, this loth 
Day of September, in the Year of our Lord 1781, correfponding to the laft Day of Ramz.ii 
1195 of the Hidjcrec. 

ift. That the temporary Brigade and Three Regiments of Cavalry, be no longer charged to the 
Nabob’s Account for the Year FuITcIee 1189, excepting a Term of Two andean Half Months 
which is required for their paffinathe Nabob’s Boundaries ; and for which, together with all former 
Arrears, their ufual Pay and Allowances arc to be made good; Alfo the Englifli Oflicers with 
their Sebundy Battalions, and other Gentlemen, excepting the Rcfident’s Office, now upon the 
Nabob’s Lift, be no longer at his Charge for the Year 118^91 the Arrears being paid up with the 
Addition of Two Months Allowances. The true Meaning of this being, that no more Troops 
be paid for by the Nabob than the Number of European Infantry, Artillery, and Sepoys at^recd 
for, under the Title of One Brigade, with the late Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah, now paid for at 
the Rate of 1,60,000 Rupees per Month ; to which is now to be added, One Rcnmcnt of Sepoys 
of the prefent Eftabliflimcnt, exprcfsly allowed for the Purpofe of protefting tfic Office 1 rcL 
fury, and Perfon of the Refldcnt at Lucknow j the Pay and Allowances of which arc to com- 
mence from the ift of Aughun next, at the Rate of Rupees 25,000 per Month. The Repiment 
^ ^ every Three Months. The Brigade to be Rationed or moved wherever the Nabob 

ffiall diredt, in the Mode preferibed in the former Treaty with the Nabob Vizeer deceafed. And 
finally, That whenever the Nabob Vizeer lhall require a further Aid of Troops from the Com- 
pany, the Pay and Allowances (hall commence from the Day of their paffinc the Carum- 
nalTa. Alfo, Ihould the Afliftance of the Nabob’s Troops be required by the Company 
^"^'*^fe Allowances, as may then be agreed upon, be allowed during the Time they 

id. That as great Diftrefs has arlfen to the Nabob’s Government from the Military Power and 
Dominion aflumed by the Jagheerdars, he be permitted to refume foch as he may find nccclTarv. 
with a Refwve, that all fuch tor the Amount of whofe Jagheers the Company arc Guarantees lhall 

‘c 'd f j Refumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Collections, throuch 
the Refldcnt, m ready Money. ® 

w ** Fyz-Ooalla Khan has, by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Proteftion of the 

Anglilh Gov^nment, and caufes, by his Continuance in his prefent independent State, creat 
Alarm and Detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when Time lhall fuit, to refume his 
L.ands, and pay him in Money, through the Refldcnt, the Amount Ilipulated by Treaty, after 
deducting the Amount and Charges of the Troops he ftands engaged to furnilh by Treaty 1 which 

Anwunt ffiall be pafled to the Account of the Company during the Continuance of the 
prclent War. 

^8^*^ Refident be appointed to Furruckabad, and the prefent one recalled. 

5th. That the Treaties made between the Englifli and the Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah be r.itificd 
iwtwecn the prefent Parties, as far as may be confiftcnt with the above-written Articles • and 

hercin^Sed ^ the Nabob’s Ellabliffimcnt, exclufivc of’tholb 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


Num. I. C. 

Minute 0/ tie Governor General atplanatcry of bis Agreement with tie Vizeer. 

D *****P®*’**T Brigade 1. The Introduflion to the Agreement contains 

c Kegimrats of Cavalry be no longer Reaibns in Support of this Article, which arc incon- 
wargrt to the Nabob’s Account for the trovertible. The Vizeer declares. That he is abfolutely 
I w fuflulee m8o, excepting a Term of unable to defray the Expcnce of thefe Troops. This 
Months, which is re- Plea alone, if the Fa£t be admitted, will be allowed to 
q irca tor their paOing the Nabob’s Boun- be conclufive. But the Vizeer urges an additional 

daries. Claim 
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daries and for which, together with all Claim to this Indulgence, and to every other in tljc 
lorme’r Arrears, tlicir ufual I'ay and Al- #Powcrofour Government to Ihcw him, from the Fi- 
lowances are to be made good. Alfo the delity and Attachment which be has mvariably mant- 
Fii'difh Officers with their Sebundy Bat- fefted to the Company, and which was remarkably 
talions and other Gentlemen, excepting exemplified in the late alarming Cofijundlure, when 
ih - l((•fldenl’s Ofiicc, now upon the Na- every Art was employed to (hake his Conftancy, and 
hob\ Lill, be no longer at his Charge to engage him in Meafurcs which would have been 
tor the Vear the Arrears being prodoftive of the moil: fatal Confcquenccs. 

lip with the Addition of Two Months Thcfc Arguments, though confined to the Rights 
Vllowances; The true Meaning of this and Interefts of the Nabob, will be allowed a complete 
t.eiiig, tluat no more Troops be paid for Juftification of this Engagement : Buti have others to 
by the Nabob than the Number of Eu- offer in Support of it, affeaing with equal Force the 
ropean Infantry, Artillery, and Sepoys Interefts and Security of the Company. To whatever 
agreed for, under the Title of One Bri- Caufes it may be attributed, it is certain that wedonot 
i 4 le, with the late Nabob Shujah ud at prefent reap thofc Advantages which we promifed 
Dow’lah, now paid for at the Kate of ourfelvcs, and which we at firft derived, from the Intti- 
■i 6o ooo Rupees per Month, to which tution of the temporary Brigade. The aSual Dilburfe- 
is now to be added One Regiment of Se- ments of it have fallen upon our own Funds and wc 
poys of the prefent Eftablilhment, ex- fopport a Body of Troops, eftablilhcd folely for the 
prcfsly allowed for the Purpofe of pro- Defence of the Nabob’s PoffelTions, at our own Ex- 
teaing the Office, Treafury, and Perfon pence. It is true, that wc charge the Nabob with this 
of the Refident at I.ucknow •, the Pay and Expcnce i but the large Balance already due from him. 
Allowances of which are to commence Ihcws too juftly the little Profpea there was of difcn- 
from the id of Aughun next, at the Rate gaging ourfelvcs from a Burthen which was daily add- 
of Rupees ?, 5.000 per Month. The Kc- ing to our DiftrcITcs, and nuift foon become infup- 
oiment to be relieved every Three Months, portable, although it were granted that the Nabob’s 
The Brigade to be ftationed or moved Debt thus fuffered to accumulate might at fome future 
wherefoever the Nabob Ihall direft, in Period be liquidated. Our immediate Wants arc too 
the Mode preferibed in the former Treaty prefling, and our Means of fupplying them too limited, 
with the Nabob Vizeer dcccafcd. And to admit of fuch a Drain from our Funds, as is caufed 
finally, I'hat whenever the Nabob Vizeer by the current Dilburfcments of the temporary Bri- 
fliall require a further Aid of Troops gade j and their Recall, on that Ground alone, would 
Iroin the Company, the Pay and Allow- be indifpchfablc. In Ihort, the Exiftence of this 
anccs {lull commence from the Day of Corps added confiderably to a Debt which might 
their pafiincr the Carumnaffii. Alfo, never be realized, and intolerably to our current Ex- 
lb oiild the 'Allilfancc of the Nabob’s pcnccs. The Diflblution of it, in an ccconomical 
I'loops be required by the Company, Light, will advance one great Objeft of my Journey, 
ilicir Pay and Allowances, as may then which was to obtain inftant Relief to our pecuniary 
be airrecd upon, be allowed during the DiftrcITcs, which this Mcafurc will fubftantially effect 
i ime they may ferve. as foon as the Reduction of the Corps withdrawn from 

the Stations of Futtchgur and Daranagur takes place. 

Should the Nabob find his own Strength unequal to 
the Defence of his remote Dominions, and again re- 
quire our Aid for that Purpofe, We Iball have a Right 
to preferibe our own Terms, and may fccure the cer- 
tain and regular Payment of the Troops, inftcad of 
receiving a fallacious Credit, and making the aCiual 
Expenditure our own. 

Notwithftanding the great Benefit which the Com- 
pany would have derived from fuch an Augmentation 
of their Military Force .as thcfc Troops conftiected, 

' ready to aCt on any Emergency, prepared and dilci- 

pliiicd without any Charge on the Company, as the In- 
ftitution profefled, until their aClual Services Ihould be 
required, 1 have obferved fome Evils growing out of 
the Syftem, which in my Opinion more than counter- 
balanced thofc Advantages, had they been realized in 
their fulleft EffeCt : The remote Stations of thofe 
Troops placing the Commanding Officers beyond the 
Notice and Controul of the Board, afforded too much 
Opportunity and 'I'emptation for unwarrantable Emo- 
luments, and excited the Cont^ion of Peculation and . 
Rapacity throughout the whole Army. A moft re- 
markable and incontrovertible Proof of the Prevalenctr 
of this Spirit, has been feen in the Court Martial upoa 
Captain Erlkinc > where the Court, compofed of Offi- 
cers of Rank and refpedfable Chifa^lefs, unanimoulty 
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Art. 2. That, as great Didrefs has arifen 
to the Nabob’s Government from the mi- 
litary Power and Dominion alTumed by 
the Jaghecrdars, he be permitted to re- 
fume fuch as he may find neceffaryj 
with a Referve, that all fuch for the 
Amount of whofe Jagheers the Company 
arc Guarantees, (hall, in cafe of the Rc- 
fumption of their Lands, be paid the 
Amount of their net ColleSions, through 
the Reftdenr, in ready Money; 
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and honorably, meft honorahfyf acquitted him, upon 
an Kknowlcdged Fad, which, in Times of ftridcr 
DHcipline, wqpld have been deemed a Crime deferving 
the fevered Puniflimcnt. 

In a political View, the Removal of thefc Stations 
will lx of important Advant.ige, by concrading our 
Frontier, and adding to our interior Security and De- 
fence. 

I requeft that the tfoard will take thefe Arguments 
into their ferious Confideration, ami, if they arc pleafed 
to allow them that Weight which they have had in ac- 
tuating my Condud, that they will confult the Com- 
mander in Chief upon the Redudion and Diftribution 
to be made of the Corps in quefiion, that they may not 
remain an unnecefTary Burthen upon our Funds •, and 
upon fuch a Difpofition of the Army in general as may 
be fuitable to our prelent and future Situation in every 
probable Variation of it, both foreign and domcftic. 

With refped to the Removal of the Company’s Ser- 
vants, Civil and Military, from the Court and Service 
of the Vizeer, I was aduated folcly by Motives of Juf- 
ticc to him, and a Regard to the Honour of our na- 
tional Charader. In removing thofc Gentlemen, I di- 
minilh my own Influence, as well as that of my Col- 
leagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage and I 
expofc myfelf to Obloquy and Refcntment from thofc 
who arc immediately affeded by the Arrangemenr, and 
the long Train of their Friends and powerful Patrons. 
But their Numbers, their Influence, and the enormous 
Amount of their Salaries, Pcnllons, and Emoluments, 
were an intolerable Burthen on the Revenues and Au- 
thority of the Vizeer, and expofed us to the Envy and 
Refcntment of the whole Country, by excluding the 
native Servants and Adherents of the Vizeer from the 
Rewards of their Services and Attachment. 

2. The Mifehiefs to which the N.nbob is expofed, 
from permitting a Number of rich independent Eftates, 
fupporting a Body of military Tenants, to be main- 
tained in the Heart of the Country, are of the fame 
Nature which we have recently experienced from the 
enormous Wealth and Influence of Rajah Cheit Sing; 
and in fad, the Nabob did experience them alfo, and 
at the fame Time, and from the fame Caufes. 

The Jagheers poflefled by the Begums have enabled 
them to give frequent Difturbance to the Nabob’s Go- 
vernment } and it can be well attefled that they prin- 
cipally excited and fupported the late Commotions in 
Gooruckpoor, &c. in Concert with Cheit Sing, and 
that they carried their Inveliferacy to the Nabob and the 
Englifli Nation fo far, as to aim at our utter Extirpa- 
tion. By a Defpotifm fo malignant, and a Condud fo 
oflenfive, and even dangerous to our Exiflence, as 
have been manifefted by the Begums, without the 
fmalleft Injury or Provocation on our Parcs, they have 
forfeited all Claim to that Protedion which we anbrded 
them, in exading from the Nabob, at the Time that 
Mr. Briflow afliued him in obtaining 30 Lacks of Ru- 
pees from them, a Promife to our Government that 
thole Ladies Ihould enjoy full Pofleflion of their Jag- 
heen unmolefled. We have a Right to withdraw this 
Protedion when they arc no longer worthy of it, and 
to provide uainft their Machinations by a Concef- 
fion of that Pledge which atforded them the Means of 
injuring and diftrefling us. 

The Begums will iufler no adual Lofs by the Re- 
fumptioos of the Jagheers, except of an Influence 

which 
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■ Art. 3. That as Fyz-Oolla Khan has, 
by l»is Breach of Treaty, forfeited the 
Protedfion of the Knglilh Government, 
and caufes, by his Continuance in his 
prcliriit independant State, great Alarm 
ami Detriment to the Nabob, he be per- 
mitted, when l ime lhall foit, to refumc 
his Lands, and pay him in Money, 
through the Refident, the Amount ftipu- 
lated by Treaty, after deducting the 
Amount and Charges of the Troops he 
ft inds engaged to furnifti by Treaty j 
which Amount ftiall be paft^d to the 
Account of the Company during the Con- 
tinuance of the prclcnt War. 


Art. 4. That no Englilh Refident be 
appointed to Furruckabad, and the pre- 
lent one recalled. 
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which they have invariably employed to the moft per- 
ntctoui Purpofes againft one Sute which bad conferred, 
and another which fecured and proteded them, fince 
it is ftipulated that they Ihall receive the Amount of 
the net Collcftions of them in Money by the Hands of 
our Refident. 

Thefe Arguments will apply to the Situation of all 
the other Jagheerdars, though they may not to their 
adual Condufl, or Difpofuions *,.,buc as we are neither 
engaged for their Poftefiions, nor have any immediate 
Connedion with them, the Nabob (hould be left to the 
Exercife of his own Authority and Pleafure refpeding 
them. 

3. The Conduft of Fyz-Oolla Khah, in refufing 
the Aid demanded, though not an abfolute Breach of 
Treaty, was evafive and uncandid. The Demand was 
made for 5,000 Cavalry. The Engagement in the 
Treaty is literally for 5,000 Horfc and Foot. Fyz- 
Oolla Khan could not be ignorant that we had no 
Occafion for any Succours of Infantry from him, and 
that Cavalry could be of the moft eflential Service : So 
fcrupulous an Attention to literal Expreftion, when a 
more liberal Interpretation would have been highly 
ufeful and acceptable to us, ftrongly marks his un- 
friendly Difpofuion, though it may not impeach his 
Fidelity, and leaves him little Claim to any Exer- 
tions from us for the Continuance of his jagheers. But 
I am of Opinion, that neither the Vizecr’s nor the 
Company’s Interefts would be promoted by depriving 
Fyz-Oolla Khan of his Independency > and I have 
therefore referved the Execution of this Agreement to 
an indefinite Term, and our Government may always 
interpofe to prevent any ill Efifedts from it. 

4. 1 was glad to acquiefee in this Article, as it met 
my own Wilhes of freeing the Nabob Muzoffer Jung 
from that unwarrantable and oppreflive Reftraint which 
he has fo long endured from the Ufurpadons of the 
Court of Lu^now, and from which he has long and 
unfucccfsfully ibiicited Relief of our Government. It 
was a Subjea of Difficulty and Delicacy for us to 
interpofe in Favour of Muzulfer Jung’s Rights, in- 
vaded by the Vizeer } but in permitting a Refident at 
Furruckabad, for the exprefs Purpofe of receiving the 
Affignments on that Country, transferred to us by the 
Vizeer, we pUblickly avowed and gave SanAion to all 
the Injuftice and Injury complained of againft the 
Servanu of the Nabob, and opened a Door for new 
ones againft our own. 

The Removal of Mr. Shee is an Example which 1 
have recommended to the Nabob to imitate-, to leave 
Muzuffer Jung in the uncontrolled Exercife of his 
Authority over the fmall Remains of his Country ; and, 
if that little muft be ftill fubieA to a Tribute, that Ik 
may colleA and pay that Tribute himfclf. 


Num. r. D. 

Copy ef (be Agreement mtde by (be Vizeer wilb (be Governor General, 

1 1 .iving on my Behalf agreed to the Requifuions of the Nabob Vizeer, without Diminution or 
Kefcrve, 1 muft now repeat the Reoueft, which I before verbally made to him, that he will be 
pleafed to attend to fuch Propofals as I fiiall have to make to him } and to thefe I expeft his Aflcnt 
the more readily, as they have for their ultimate Objeft his Intereft alone, that of the Company be- 
ing no further concerned than in the Influence which they will eventually have in the Payment of 
the Debt due from the Nabob to the Company. I therefore recommend to him to reduce the great 
c Number 
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Nwater of hli Seboi^ tnd oth« Troopt to regular and complete Ettablilhments i not to be 
ptid hf Affignm^ of Rwenuc, but in Money from the Treafury •. and their Number not to ex 
coed the cerwn Mewu of paying them. But as thisatnay be difficult, without making a Senara 
tion of the Nebob’s public and private Funds, I further recommend, that he receive into his uri 
TStePutleno more than a fixed Monthly Sum for the Expences of his Perfon and Houfchold • 
and that the. Reminder of the net Coltoaions be left in a public Treafury, under the Manacement 
of his public Minifters, and the Infpeftion of the Rcfidcnt, for the Difchargc of his Miht^v and 
Civil Difburfemencs. ' 

This Advice is not meant to affefl: the Affignments aflually made, and which muft be an- 
nually renewed for the Payment of the paft Debt, and the current Demands of the Company. 

Signed and Sealed by the Nabob, accepting and 
promifing to conform to the above Advice. 


Num. I. E. 

Minute explanatory of the Agreement made by the Vizeer with the Governor General. 

Having on my Behalf agreed to the In diis fmgle Requifition, which I have made to the 
Requifit'ions of the Nabob Vizeer, with- Nabob, I have confultcd his Eafe, Dignity, and Ad- 
out Diminution or Referve, I muft now vantage, as much as the Security of the Company’s 
repeat the Requeft which I before ver- Property, which is at prefent, or may be hcrcaher m 
btUymadetohim.thathewUlbcplcafcd his Hands. ' ’ 

to attend to fuch Propofals as I lhall have The Numbers and licentious Spiiit of the Vizeer’s 
to make to him | and to tbefe I cxpedl Sebundy and other Troops, without Difciplinc or 
his Aflent the more readily, as they have Obedience to Command, irrcgulaily paid, and that by 
for their ultimate Objecl his Intcreft alone, the worll Mode, Affignments on the Collcaions, were 
that of the Company being no further di^raceful to the Authority, and dangerous to the 
concerned than in the InfiueAcc which Security of the Vizeer, and an intolerable Grievance 
they will eventually have in the Payment to the Country, 

of the Debt due from the Nabob to the By reducing this difordcrly and ufclcfs Rabble, and 
Company. I therefore recommend to him forming a new Eftabliffimcnt, to be well appointed and 
to reduce the great Number of his Se- commanded, and punftually paid in Money, he will 
bundy and other Troops to regular and have an Army creditable in Appearance, etfcdual in 
complete Eftabliffiments i not to be paid Service, protcfling inftcad of diftreffing his Countiy, 
by Affignments of Revenue, but in Mo- and at a great Saving of Expence, 
ncy from the Treafury, and their Number The latter Part of this Requifition is equally calcu- 
not to exceed the certain Means of paying lated for the Honour and Intcicll: of the Vizeer : I'o 
them. But as this may be difficult, with- diferiminate his Dilburfements j to make a feparate Pro- 
out making a Separation of the Nabob's vifion for each Branch of Expcmlitorc, and limit thofe 
public and private Fund.s, I further re- for his Houfchold and private Expences to a fpccific 
conrunend, that he receive into his private Sum, will introduce Order and Regularity into the 
Purfc no more than a fixed Monthly Sum Accounts, and enable the Minifters to afeertain and 
for the Expences of his Perfon and Houfc- make an early Provifion for Deficiencies; and the 
hold } and that the Remainder of the net Participation which is allowed our Refident, in the 
CoUeAions be left in a public Treafury, lofpedion of the public Treafure, will fecurc the Re- 
ui^ the Management of his public Mi- cciptsof the Company’s Demands; whilft the Influence 
nifters, and the Infpedion of the Refident, which our Government will always polTcfs over the 
for the Difchatge of bis Military and Ci- public Minifters of the Nabob, and the Authority 
vil Dilburfements. over their own, will be an ctfeaual Means of fccurin!? 

This Advice is not meant to affeft the an attentive and faithful Difchargc of their fcvcral 
Affignments attually madc,and which muft Trufts, both towards the Company and the Vizeer. 
be annually renewed, for the Payment 
of the paft Debt, and the current De- 
mands of the Company. 

Num. I, F. 

Second Minute of the Governor General, containing hie Anfwers to pojfhle OhjeSlions to be made againfi 
the ftveral Parts of his Agi cement with the Vizeer. 

• a*' * public Meafure, conftituted on a large and eftabliffied Syllcm, and deftruflive in its 
mftant EfFedk of the Interefts and Fortunes of many patronized Individuals, I have no Claim to an 
the common Lot of all Innovators ; but muft expeft that Share of Reproach 
which the Difappointment of fomc, the Malevolence of others, the general Pronenefs to Sufpicion 
which prevails in the Bulk of Mankind, and a Difference of Opinion even in the moft candid, 
may lay in Store for me. I think it therefore not fufficient to have difplayed the Motives of my 
vonduft, and the Good which may rcfult from it } but lhall proceed to ftatc all the Objeftions 
which may be made to it, with my Anfwer to each. Even this Precaution is liable to its pecu- 
liar Objciftion i to the Charm of a Confeioufnefs of Error, too readily anticipating the Imputa- 
tion of it, and implying its luiftence i and it will be faid on this, as it has been faid on a thou- 

Iknd 
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fand fimilar Occafions, that the Defers which I have thus fiippofd, muft have had fome Grootid 
for them, or they would not have occurred, as fuch to myfclf, againft an Aft of my own, nor ex- 
cited fo uncommon an Eagernefs to refute^them. To this I reply. That there is no Propofition, 
whieh the Wit of Man can devife, which the Wit of Man cannot find plaufible, and perhaps even 
jull, Caule to cenfurc, by a falfc or partial Review of itv and I of all Men may be allowed to 
dread this 'I reatmcnt, after having invariably experienced it in every Inftance of my public 
Lite. 

I (hall proceed as above to (late the Objeftions in one Column, and the Anfwcrs to them in 
the oppofite. 

To the firft Article it may be objefted •, To thefe Objeftions I (hall reply, with a Reference 
I ft, riiat while 'I'roublcs were gathered to their numerical Order. 

and collefting all round us, it was unfafe ift. This Argument was much ftronger when it 
and imprudent to Icftcn our Force in the was firft fuggefted againft the Meaiure aftually de- 
diftant Provinces, adly, That the internal pending; when we were engaged in a War with Mah- 
Safety of the Nabob Vizeer’s Dominions dajec Sindia near our own Borders; when the War 
will not admit of our immediately with- in the Carnatic wore fo unfavourable an Appearance as 
drawing our Officers from his Service, to portend the Union of the whole Marattah State and 
3dly, That the temporary Brigade was other Powers againft u$; when a fudden Rebellion 
an Addition to our military Strength, and, had deprived us of every Foot of Land in this Pro- 
if ref ormed, we Ihould become propor- vince, and the Contagion had involved the whole Pro- 
tionably weaker. 4thly, That if drawn in- vince of Owd in a fimilar Defeftion, and was fpread- 
to our own Provinces, we (hall continue ing to the Douab and Rohilcund ; and when even our 
indeed equal in Strength, and perhaps own Province of Bchar was ready for an Infurreftion, 
ftronger ; but we incur an additional Ex- without any prefent Means of Defence, 
pence; and from what Funds is this Ex- Thefe Objeftions I fawand felt in their fulleft Force; 
pence to be defrayed, our Revenues in but I knew, or believed I knew, that with the Sup- 
Bengal being unequal to the Expences preffion of the Rebellion in this Province, every other 
already chargeable upon them ? Evil would be inftantly diffipated ; that if this was not 

The Injury fuftained by Individuals inftantly rupprefiTed, the Diforders would fo multiply 
withdrawn from the Nabob Vizeer’s Scr- and gather Strength around us, that neither our Mili- 
vicc, is not likely to be made a public or tary Strength, nor Refources of Wealth, would fuffice 
.avowed Objeftion ; but as a private one, to oppofe them ; and in that defperate State we (hould 
it will operate with more Force againft require the Exertion of our whole Force in our own 
the Author of it, than any that can affeft Defence, which we had no Right, without a Violation 
the State alone. of publick Faith, and even of common Honefty, to 

withdraw from the Nabob Vizecr’s equally preffing 
Wants, while he paid for it. With refpeft to the 
War with Mahdajee Sindia, the fame Troops that 
were then oppofed to him would continue of courfe 
oppofed to him if the War continued ; nor could we 
fpare more for other Diverfions, if the Nabob Vizeer’a 
Claim to the cxclufive Ufc of the temporary Brigade 
continued. Thus it will appear, that by withdrawing 
the temporary Brigade, our Force was not lelTened, 
but in Effeft augmented, in the diftant Provinces; 
which is a clear Anfwer to the Objeftion. 

zdly. This is not our Concern, if the Nabob, whofc 
it is, affirms the contrary : and though it may eventu- 
ally affeft us, we (hould be Icfs liable to fuffer by a re- 
mote Contingency, than by the immediate Privation 
or Diffipation of our own Troops, employed in Anti- 
cipation of poffible Evils affefting us through him; 
while our own Exigencies immediately demanded their 
Exertions. But in Truth, I much fufpeft the Pofition ; 
having been too much accuftomed to the Talcs of 
hoftile Preparations and impending Invafions, againft 
all the Evidence of political Probability, to regard 
them as other than Phantoms raifed for the Purpolc of 
perpetuating or multiplying Commands. Who are 
the Invaders of the Doaub and Rohilcund ? Not the 
Marattahs ; they arc fully occupied in the Defence of 
their own Territories : Not the Sicks ; they are enr 
mged with NudjifF Khan in an unequal War; And 
NudjifFKhan, with foreign Concerns, with domeftic 
Intrigues, and the Habits of late-acquired Sloth, and 
an unwieldy, unpaid, and licentious Army, can have 
little Lcifurc or Inclination to embroil himfelf in new 

Difficulties 



( H5 ) 

DificuUies by a War with the Vizeer and the En 
lift. 

The id C^jeclion I have anfwercd in my Reply to 
the Firit. 

The 4di I have anticipated in my Enumeration of 
the Reaibns for withdrawing the temporary Brigade i 
and have {hewn, that in rclpeft to the prcicnt Time, 
our certain Means and current Wants, we gain no- 
thing by a Credit in Account for a Charge which is 
unavoidably our own while the Corps liibfilts, and 
which we can only leflen by a Reduftion of ilic Cories 
iifelf. 

To the 5th i anfwer, from the Difcharge of the Vi- 
zeer’s Debt to the Company, which the Redudion of 
his Expenccs, the Refumption of the jagheers, and the 
Improveracnis recommended in his Adminidration, 
ought, and I have no Doubt will, afford him ample 
Means of difeharging. 

The laft Objedion is independent of Reafon, which 
few Men are picafed to admit againft their own In- 
tereRs, their Connedions, or the Pride of Patronage. 
I have aded with the ftrideft Impartiality. I have 
Iparcd no Friend of my own, or of my Friends, but 
have dealt with equal Rigour to all the Times would 
not fuffer me to diflipate the Benefits of my public 
Influence to Individuals, and at the fame Time provide 
for the public Wants. I was compelled to make my 
Choice, and in preferring the latter 1 have made 3 light 
Sacrifice of my own pcrlonal Eafe to the Safety of tl>e 
Public, and to my own involved in it. This was the 
foie Motive that I had, or could have, in it. 


Few Objediuns can be made to the 2 d- No EfFeds of any additional Clamour and Dif- 
Secoiid Article. It may be fuggclled, ift, content, excited by the Refumption of the Jaghcers, 
that it will excite Clamour and Difeontenr, could exceed tbofc of their adual Defcdion > and the 
which in the prefent Time may be dan- Begum hcrfcif had forfeited all Prctcnfion to the Be- 
gcrousi and zdly, that it will be, in a nefit of the Treaty executed for her Behalt, by having 
principal Inftance, a Breach of our Faith, been the firtt Mover and moft bufy Ador ot the 
which is pledged to guarantee a Treaty Scduion. 
concluded, through the Means cf Mr, 

Briftow, between the Nabob Vizeer and 
the Nabob Allea Begum, his Mother ^ in 
which it is Ripulated, that no fubfequent 
Claim (hould be made on her Property, or 
Invafion of her Rights. 

To the Third Article I have already 
Rated, anfwered, and obviated, the only 
Objedion that can be made to it. 

Objedion to the Fourth Article : That 4th. If the Nabob Mozuffer Jung muft endure 
this Condition might more properly have Opprcflion, and I dare not at this Time propofc his 
been exacted by Mozuffer Jung than Af- total Relief, it concerns the Reputation of our Go- 
fof-ud-Dowlah ; and that by proceeding vernment to remove our Participatiort in it. It is a 
from the latter, who is already fuppofed that Mr. Shce’s Authority over the Territory of 

to have oppreffed the former, it may ap- Furruckabad is in itfelf at much fubverfive of that of 
\)ear as if he was defirous of removing all its lawful Ruler as that of the VizeePs. Aumils ever 
Check to his Oppreffions. *od is the more oppreffive, as the Power from 

which it is derived is greater. It is a Fad, that the 
Nabob Mozuffer Jung is equally urgent with the Na- 
bob Vizeer for the Removal of our Relldent ; and it 
is my Care, that his Servitude (hall not be transferred, 
if I cart help it. The Imbecility of MoauflFer Jung, 
and the diRraded State of his Affairs, will not admit 
of his being left in the uncontrouled Management of 
them. He muft be in a Sute of Pupilage to fome 
one i and it is my Defire that a proper Guardian may 
be fefeded for him, from the ancient Dependants of 
O 0 his 
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his Family. This was too delicate a Matter to be 
made the podtive Article of a Convention, and may 
f be better converted to its profeffed Purpoles, by the 
mutual good Underftanding which fubfids between 
the Nabob Vizeer and myfeif, than by a formal Obli- 
gation, which it would have been difficult to apply to 
any preciie and determined Point. 

The great Otge^ion to the Fifth Ar- 5th. The Difference is inflnitely wide between a po- 
tide has been anfwered in the Anfwer to fitive and a negative Recommendation; and the Right 
the lad Objedlion on the Firft : It may of the latter is confined to the Refident alone as a Point 
indeed be afkcd as a further Objedion, of official Duty. If he abufes it, it is at his Peril, 
why we are fo fcrupulous about Appoint- and the Nabob has a ready Appeal, and the En- 
ments made by our Recommenefation, couragement of Experience to exped Redrefs from 
when the Nabob himfclf is, by the fame fuch Appeal, on a juft Occafion. The Truth is, that 
Agreement, precluded from appointing the Neceffity of the Refervation arofc from a too well 
his own Military Commanders without the known Dered in the Nabob’s Charadcr. If he ffiall 
Concurrence of the Englilh Refident ? make Choice of Men of Charadcr and Rank for the 

Command of Pofts in his Army, the Refident has no 
Right to exercife the Privilege which the Nabob has 
^ yielded to him, on the Plea that there are other Men 
better qualified. If this Check be withdrawn, and the 
Choice left abfolutely to the Nabob, the firft Com- 
mands in his Army will be filled by the moft worthlel's 
and abandoned of his Subjeds. His late Commander 
in Chief is a fignal and fcandalous inftance of this. 

Nom. I. G. 

Letter of Inftrudions from the Governor General to the Refident at the Vizecr’s Court. 

To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizccr. 

Sir; 

Having on the 19th inftant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizeer, tending 
to relieve his Finances of a Burthen they were no longer able to fuftain, with fundry other Claulis, 
the Execution of which is intrufted to you, I herewith inclofe an authentic Copy of the fame, for 
your Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has fubferibed and fcaled an Agreement in your Pre- 
lence, and in the Prefence of Mr. Richard Johnfon and Hyder Beg Khan, refpeding the better 
Adminillration of his Affairs ; of which I alfo tranfmit you an authentic Copy, 

To thefe Papers, and to the Points confequently and ncceffarily dependent on them, I tliink it 
necefiary to add the following Inftrudions, to which I require your moft implicit Obedience. 

I need fcarcely inform you, that my chief Objed in my Ncgociations with the Nabob has been 
to induce and allift him to bring his Government and Finances into fuch Regularity, as to prevent 
his Alliance from being a Clog inftead of an Aid to the Company, and to enable him to dilcharge 
his Debt in the ftiorttft Time poffible. To this End, the moft eflentia! Point is to limit and 
feparate his perfonal Difburfements from the public Accounts. They miift not, in their total annual 
Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the lall Three Years. This Amount, in Twelve 
equal Parts, fliould be paid him Monthly out of the Firft Receipts, and tlie Remainder of tlic net 
Collcdions placed feparately in a public Treafury, from whence his Public Military and Civil 
Eftablilhment muR be paid, under the foie Management and Controul of the Miniltcis, with your 
Concurrence. It is of courfe to be underftood that this has no Connedion, and is in no Shape 
to interfere with the Company’s Affignments, and the Collcdions upon them, which are to be 
conduded as ulual : And as by the Addition of the jaghcer Lands, with their Rcvcmie!., to the 
Nabob’s regular Collcdions, his Income will, or ought to be, confiderably incrcaled. I iball ex- 
ped that the Whole of the Excels be appropriated to the Dilcharge of the Nabob’s Debt to ihc 
Company. , 

After fettling the Amount of the perfonal Diiburfements of the Nabob Vizeer and his Koult- 
hold, the next Point that will require your Exertions towards the general Arrangement of the pub- 
lic Charges, is to reform the eftablilhcd Mutiaiena Troops, reducing them into One cftablilhcd 
Corps for the whole Service. If this Corps ihouid be brought to confift fokly of Cavalry, it 
would beft anfwer mutual Benefit: leaving no Infant^ in the Nabob’s Service but what may be 
necefiary for his Body Guard j and to fiipply the Deficiency, Ihould any occur from fuch Arrange- 
ment, our Infantry may be employed where Infantry are wanted. 

The Corps reformed and cftablilhcd, their Pav muft be ilTued from the public Treafury. No 
Affignments to be in future granted them, and thofe already ifflied to be recalled. To complete 
tliis, all Numljcrs above what the real Service may require, or the adual rtet Receipts may be ade- 
(1U.UC to the full Payment of, muft be dilbanded as fall as their Arrears can be paid off. 

The 
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The Nabob wjl and aopoint hi* own Commanders j but if he Ihould nominate improper 
PerfoM, fach as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or other, deriving their’iX 
ence from them, or of known Difa^ftiOn to our (Government, you are in fuch C^e to rcS- 
ftratca^mft itj and .f the V.zeer ftall perfift in his Choice, you ate peremptorily, and Tmy 
Name, to oppofc It, as a Breach of his Agreement. ^ /, «iiu tumy 

For theManawmentof the Colleftion^ the Minifters, with your Concurrence, are to choofe 
all Aumds and Collcftors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Refponfibility, good Rcp«a- 

IvoWed"^ " far as poffible, be 

• though little may now fuit, upon the Subjeft of the Diftribution of Jufticc 

in the Nabobs Dominions. For the prefent, I limit myfclf to direft you to urge the Nabob to 
endeavour gradually, ,f it cannot be done at once, to cttablilh Courts of Adaulut throughout his 
Diftrids -, the Darogahs, Mowlavics, and other Officers of which muR be lelc^ed. as in the Cafe 
of the Autnils, by the Minifters, with your Concurrence. The Want of thefe Courts is equally 
hurtful to the Revenue, Government, and Reputation of the Nabob. ^ 

• of the Difturbances which the rebellious Example of Rajah Cheit Sing ha, caufed 
in he Nabob Vizeer s Country, I have inftruaed Colonel Morgan to affill you on the Rcquifition 
of the Wzeer, communicated by you to him, or at your own finglc Application, if any Cafe of Emcr- 
gency Ihould make it needful, with fuch Detachments as may be neceflary, exclufivc of the RceU 
ment of Sepoys which IS ftipulated to remain with you at Lucknow. This Power you arc not to 
cxercifc but in Chafes of the moft urgent and manifeft Neceflity. It is direded, that the Regiment 
ordered for the immediare Proteaion of your Office and Perfon at Lucknow, ffiall be relieved every 
Three Months, and during its Stay there (hall aft folcly and exclulivcly under your Orders. 

It IS finally my (wfitive Order, that you do not permit any Britilh Subjeft, or others claiming tlie 
Name and 1 roteaion of the Company, to refide at Lucknow, or within any Part of the Do- 
minions of the Nabob V^cer, except the Officers and Soldiers of the Army afting in tlicir Duty 
and fuch Perfons as arc officially appointed to remain there. And that to fuch as arc now at 1 -uck. 
now, or m any other Part of his Dominions, not falling within the Defeription of the above Fx- 
due Notice in Writing, that they quit the Country, allowing them a rcafonabic 
Time, "otexcreding Three Months, to fettle their Affairs; and in cafe of their Rcfiifal, you are to 
inform the Nabob thereof, that he may ufc his own Authority to compel them to depart. 

I am, Sir, 

„ . Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

iSdScpcnibcri;!.. W.t,™ 


Num. 2. A. 

Letter to tbt Governor General and Council, dated the ift of November 1781, re/pellinz the ELh 
blifiment of Police and Courts of Judicature in the Town of Baiiaris. 

To Edward Whcler and John Maepherfon, Efquires, Members of the Council of Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 

it neceffary to effablifh Courts of Judicature for the Proteflion of the Perfons 
for^ vn?f"r the Inhabitants of the Town of Baoaris, I now do myfelf the Honour to lay bc- 
fore you a Copy of the Plan on which thefe Courts are formed. I (hall proceed to fubmit to you 

hnnnn?> they will induce you to 

honour It with your Concurrence and Approbation. ^ 

aro n.! f Banaris has long been deficient in ail thpfe Regulations whichjip populous Places 
PcrXrf 800 d Order, and the ProtcftioH Property and 

Owil I'nm.. A “i^'t*"ts, WhiKf, however, the Sovereignty over it was retained by the Nabob of 
duced preferved, and the Awe of a defpocic Prince pro- 

faint foth#. PfT a” Mmds and Adions of Individuals, which bore a Refcmblance, however 
Caufc whirh f Inftitutions. But thefe Reftraints ceafed with the 

of Aftof-ud Dowlah, On the 2 ijl 

or SuneriL^pn’r^i-n^ Sovereignty of Banans was ceded to the Company, and foon after the Cutwallee, 

an V Pn.^r. gradually effaced, until at laft, without any Syftem of Police, 

trud-v nf p any Awe of the fovercign Power, the Inhabitants of Banaris were 

f reflefted the greateft Difgracc on the Government to which 

was^iiUf 1 *n Rrfations and Dependants of the Rajah, or the Merchants whofc Credit 
ImnnnW A “light ^ioJatc the Rights of their Fellow Citizens with 

*!?• J a Charaaer of a Bramin, or the high Rank of the Offender, were Con- 
iderations which ftamped a Pardon on the moft flagitious Crimes. 

narit”'^” an* o i“ '''hich I found the civil Government of the Town when I arrived at Ba- 

anH rK;» Pcoplc joined in t(ieir Reprefentations of the Neceflity of a Reformation ; 

a tnu appeared the more neceffary from a Ckinlidcratioii of the Circumftanccs which are peculiar 


to 
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to Banari*, lu 1 empks are held in particular Veneration by the Profcflbrs of the Hindoo Reli- 
gion, who flock to them on occafional Pilgritnagcs from the moll remote Parts of Hindoftan; and 
many who have acquired independent P’oifunes retire to clofc their Days in a Place fo eminently 
cllcemcd for its Sanftity. It may therefore rather be confidertd as the Seat of the Hindoo Rcli- 
oion, than the Capital of a Province. But its Inhabitants are not compofed of Hindoos only ; the 
former Wealth which flowed into it from the Oficrings of Pilgrims, as well as from the "Ptanfac- 
tions of Exchange, for which its central Situation is peculiarly adapted, has allb attracted Num- 
bers of Mahomedans, who ftill continue to refrde in it with their Families. Amongft fuch a Mixture 
of Perfons, moftly without Employment, of different Countries, and of diftrent Sedis and Reli- 
gions, it is obvious that every Defcdt of Civil Government mull be produftive of more than or- 
dinary Evils •, and thefe Evils are propagated in all (planers of India, to the Difcredit of our Go- 
vernment, and to the Hindrance and Difcouraaemeni of thofe who, under more favourable Cir- 
cumftanccs, might wifli to repair with their Wealth to Banaris. 

For thcle Rcafons, after my Return from Chonar, when I began to fettle the Affairs of this Pro- 
vince, the Reformation of the Civil Government of tiic 'I’own of Banaris was one of the firft Ob- 
jefts to which I thought it necclfary to torn my Attention. The Plan which I have formed is now 
fubmitted to your Confideration. You will obferve, that I have cftablilhcd Three diftindl Depart- 
ments for the Police and the Civil and Criminal Jorifdiftion •, and 1 have put the Whole under 
the Regulation and Controul of One Chief Magiftrate, who is to be fubjedl to the immediate Or- 
ders of the Board. It was at firft my Intention to have included alfo under his Authority the 
Colkftion of tlie Revenues and Cuftoms of the Town •, but I found that this would give great 
Difeontent to the new Rajah, and might perhaps hurt his Influence in the Management of the Re- 
venues of the reft of the Province > I have therefore left it out > at the fame I'ime I am fcnfible 
that it is a Dcfedl which may occafion fome Inconvcnicncies, from the clalhing of the Authorities 
of the R.sjah and the Chief Magiftrate, 

'I'he Perfon whom I have chofen to fill the important Station of the Chief Magiftrate, is Alice 
Ibrahim Khan, a Man who has long been perfonally known to myfelf, and I believe to many In- 
dividuals of our Government, and whofe Charafter for Moderation, Difintcrcftcdnefs, and good 
Senfe, will bear the Ted of the ftridlcft Enquiry. On his good Conduft mull doubtiefs, in a 
great Meafurc, depend the Succefs of a Plan which is to take Effedt at fo remote a Diftance from 
the Seat of our Government} and it is chiefly from the Reliance which I have in him perfonally, 
tliat I have ventured to delegate a Degree of Authority to him, which it would perhaps be unlate 
to veil in a Perfon of a lefs cftablilhcd Charadlcr, 

In forming the Eftablilhmcnt, 1 have calculated the Allowances of the Chief Magiftrate and his 
Officers in Proportion to the Importance and Degree of Trull annexed to their fcveral Employ- 
ments } and I have fixed them at fuch Rates, as will fet them above the NccelTity, and I hope the 
Temptation, of having Rccourfc for a Subfillence to the Praftices of Corruption. 

1 have the Honour to be, 

Banaris, ill November 1781. Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient Servant, 

Warren IJallings. 

Nom. 2. B. 

Copy of the Plan for the Ejiabliftiment of Police and Courts of Judicature in the Town c/Banaii:. 

Whereas the Town of Banaris is, and has been for many Years pall, totally deficient in everv 
elTcntial Regulation, ufually cftabliftied in all large and populous Places, for the Maintenance oV 
Peace, and the Security of the Perfons and Property of the Inhabitants : And whereas the f.iid 
Place is the fixed ^dcncc, or occafional Refort, of Perfons of all Religions, from evciy Part of 
Hindoftan and iNBln, and in Effedl rather the capital Seat of the Religion of the Hindoos than of 
llie Territory to wmeh it immediately appertains i and from that Confideration alone, demands a 
more immediate Protedlion and Attention from the Powers of Government : For thele Realbn.s, 
the Governor General, in virtue of the Powers veiled in him by the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, end in the Name of the Ball India Company, doth hereby ordain and proclaim : 

That a Perfon lhall be invelled with the Chief Magiftr.icy of the faid Town, with full a. com- 
plete Authority over every Perfon Inhabitant or Relident therein, for the Prefervation of tin :acc 
and Adminillration of Jullice, with the Title of Chief Magiftrate of the faid Town of B? iri‘ 

And it is further ordained and proclaimed. That to enable him duly to execute the faid bou-s 
fo affigned him, Three Offices, as herein-aftet deferibed, fliall be cllablifoed, in tl.e Manner and 
with the Powers hercin-after mentioned. 

hirll. A Cutuialli whole Duty it (hall be to apprehend Perfons who lhall be guilty or acculed 
of Murder, Robbery, Burglary, Theft, or any other Afts of Violence committed in the Town of 
Banaris againll the Peace, Perfons, or Property of the People, and to deliver over the fai rfons 
to the Court of Criminal Jullice, hercin-attcr appointed and deferibed ; and to fopprefs d pre- 
vent ell Riots and Difturbanccs in the faid Town, with the Power of inflidling immediate Punilh- 
ment, with Stripes of a Rattan, not exceeding Twenty, on any Ofltnder : For which Purpofes as 
aforefaid, a certain Number of Pykes or Peons In Monthly Pay, and diftinguilhed by certain 
known Badges, fliall be put under his Charge and Authority by the Chief Magiftrate, to patrole 
2 the 
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the Streets Rt rucb-Tlines as he (halt appoint, and toobe occalionatly employed in executing the 
other Services of his Office. And the faid Cutwall (hall receive his Appointment from the Chief 
Maeiftrate, who (hall allb have the Power of difmiffing him and appointing another, and of dif- 
inifling any of the Officers employed under him. And the faid Cutwall is required to obey all Or- 
ders, relative to the Duties aforefaid, which be (hall receive from the Chief Magidrate. 

Secondly. One criminal Court or FeugeJary Adanlut i which (ball be compofed of One Daro- 
gah and Three Mowlavics, Men of approved Integrity, and Skill in the Knowledge of the Ma- 
hommedan Laws, for the Trial of all Perfons who (hall be brought before them, and accufed of 
Murder, Highway Robbery, Burglary, Theft, or any other Afts of Violence againft the Peace, 
Peribns or Property of the People, committed in the faid Town. And the Sooruthall and 
Futwah, or Proceedings and Sentence of the faid Court, (hall, on the Clofe of every Trial, 
be laid before the Chief Magiftrate; who, after a due Examination thereof, (hall return the 
fame to the Darogah .md Mowlavics of the faid Court, with his Warrant for carrying the 
lame into Execution j and the Darogah and Mowlavics of the faid Court arc required and com- 
manded to carry the fame into Execution. And the faid Darogah and Mowlavics (hall receive 
their Appointments from the Chief Magiftrate, who (hall alfo have the Power of difmilTing them, 
and appointing others in their Room •, and the Chief Magiftrate (ball have Power to cftablilh 
Rules of Procefs for the faid Court, which Rules the faid Darogah and Mowlavics are hereby 
required to obey. 

Thirdly. One Civil Court, or Dewanny Aiaulut', which (ha)l be compofed of One Prefident or 
Darogah, and Three inferior Judges, being Men of known Integrity and Underftanding, who 
fhall be chofen from among the Inhabitants of the faid Town; for the Trial and Decifion of all 
Debts, Pledges, Mortgages, difputed Accounts, Transfers of Property, Rights of Neighbour- 
hood, contefted Boundaries, Rights of Marriage and Claims of Inheritance, and of all other 
Claims of Property, whether real or perlbnal, according .to the Principles of natural Jufticc, in 
all Cafes noi depending on the particular and preferibed l.aws and Inftitutes of the Parties ; and 
in all Cafes which lliall depend on the particular Laws and Inftitutes of the Parties, the faid Pre- 
fulenc and Judges (hall firft determine on the Facts, as afeertained by the Evidence before them, 
and (hall adjudge the Right as eftablidicd by thofe Fads, according to the refpedive Laws and In- 
ftitutes ot the Parties, whether they be Mulfulmen or Hindoos ; and for this Purpofe they (hall be 
aflifted by Two MuITulmen veiled in the Slierrah or Mahontmedan Law, and Two Pundits verfed 
111 the Pootee or Code of Juftice inftituted for the Profcflbrs of the Hindoo Religion, whpfc 
Opinions fliall be confultcd and taken in all Cafes referable to them, as aforefaid. And it is 
turihc r ordained, That in all Cales wherein the Judges (hall not agree in One Judgment, their 
(^p.inions lhall be feverally delivered and recorded, and the greater Number of Opinions on One 
pomr (hall be taken and conlidered as the complete Judgment of the Court thereon; and if the 
Number of Opinions lhall be equal, that of the Prefident lhall be taken and deemed as equivalent 
to Two Opinions, and the Judgment of the Court (hall be palTed accordingly; and their Judg- 
I'u nc (hall be final in all Caufes of which the original Amount or Matter in Suit (hall not exceed 
One ihuuland Rupees: And in all Caufes of which |be original Amount or Matter in Suit (hall 
' xcced One thouland Rupees, it (hall be allowable to appeal from the Judgment of the faid Court, 
w.'.l in the limited Ti'Pf of One Month from the Date of the Judgment, to the Chief Magiftrate, 
vdi J (ball have Power to revife the fame, or, if he (ball think fir, to try the Caufes again, with 
liith furtlier F.videncc as the Parties (hall bring before him, fulficient Realbns, to his Satisfa£lion, 
being 'Mvi 0 for their not having been before prpduccd ; and either to confirm or reverie the former 
Ji e irn:, or to pafs a new J udgmcnt on the Caqfe ; and his judgment (hall be finaland conefofive. 
All.. ■ ; hireby requiied and commandecJ» That the Chief Magiftrate, and .the Prefident and 
Jod-r.oi .he (.lid Court of Dewanny Adaulut, (hall keep Records of their rfelpedivc Procccd- 
V' In: ii Records ftiall be admitted as Evidence in all future Caufes. And the Prefident and 
(iidges ot d'l: faid Dewanny Adaulut (hall receive their Appointments from the Chief Magiftrate, 
who ih, ill .:iio have the. Power of difinilTing them and appointing others in their koom; and the 
(. iref M I'j^iilratc (lull have the Power to cftablilh Rules of Proccls for the faid Court, which Rules 
il,'. I re'ideiu and Judges of the (aid Court are, hereby required to obey. 

It is further required and commanded, That the Chief Magiftrate do tfanfinit to tJic 
I. .. nor (foneral and Council, Monthly, Copies of his Proceedings, and Reports of all Perfons 
n, ted or dillniffcd «i the fuperior Offices ; and of all new Regulations eftablilhed by hiqi as 
atortiaid ; and of alLRiJes of Procefs inftituted for the Two Courts of Fougedary and Dewanny 
Adroilut, and in general of all other Matters of Conrcqucncc, which (hall relate either to the general 
S ue of die Town, or to the fevera! Branches of his Department ; and (hall obey all foch Orders 
as .1. ‘hall receive (rom the Orrversior General and Council. Although the Authority of the Chief 
Maj. Tar-.: is, for the PurpoJes of this Infticution, rcftriifled to the Limits of Banaris ; yet, that 
the bt.ds of it may not be defeated by Offenders flying from his Jurifdiftion beyond thofe Limits, 
it IS licrcby explained and declared. That if any Perfon (hall be guilty of Offences within the Town 
of Baiiaris, and fhall elcape beyond the Limits of the faid Town, the Chief Magiftrate, or his 
O.fficers, (hall have Power to apprehend, with a written Warrant, and bring them to Jufticc; an 4 
It Is required and commanded, That the Zemeedars, Aumils, or other Officers of the Diftrift into 
winch tuch Oftenders ffiall be fo purfued, do affift the Officers of the Chief Magiftrate in ap- 
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prehenJing the faid Offenders ; and that i»fliall be alfo lawful for the Officers of the Judges of 
the Two Courts of Jufticc, to require and compel the Attendance of Witneffes living beyond the 
faid Dillrlfts, Rcafon being firft (hewn, to the Satisfadlion of the Judges of the faid Court, that 
the Evidence of the faid Witnefles is neceffary. 

And it is licrcby further ordained and proclaimed by the Governor General, That Ally Ibrahim 
Khan be appointed, and that he is accordingly from this Dart appointed the Firft Chief Ma- 
giftrate of the Town of Banaris. 

Num. 2. C. 

ESTABLISHMENT allotted for the different Departments under the Chief Magiftratc of 

Banaris. 

Chief Magiflrate — — ' — — 2,500 — R* 

Naib — — — — — . ^00 — 


DEWANNY ADAULUT. 


Darogah ^ 

— — 


500 -- 

3 Moonfifs — 

— at 2 50 each 

_ 

750 — 

1 Mowlavics — 

— 100 


200 — 

2 Pundits — 

— ' 50 


100 — 

Pefhcar — — 



50 — 

3' Moonfliics ^ 



70 — 

(rMolirirs — 

— 15 


90 ~ 

Nnzir — 



20 — 

1 Mirdads — 

10 


20 — 

f,o Peons — 

— 4 


200 — ' 

Keeper of the Prifon — • 



*5 — 

2 Aumeens *— 

— 30 


60 ~ 

2 Dufterbiinds — 

~ 4 


8 — 

2 tVrnflies — 

“ 4 


8 — 

2 Maibichies — 

“ 3 


6 

2 Harries or Sweepers — • 



6 — 

Paper and Ink ~ 


~ 

14 — 


2,117 — 


FOUGEDARY ADAULUT. 


Dafdgah — 

— 


400 ~ 

3 Mowlavics • 

— at 200 each 

_ 

600 — 

Pefhcar — ~ 



50 — 

3 Moonfliics 7 — 

— 30 


90 — 

4 Mohnrs — 

~ 15 


60 — 

Mirdah — ~ 



10 — 

Naib Mirdah — 

_ ^ 


6 ~ 

40 Peons — 

^ 4 


160 — 

Keeper of the Prifon — 



^5 — 

Mullah for adminiftcring Oaths 



7 — 

Brahmin for D" — 

— 

— 1 

5 — 

2 Uufterbunds — 

~ 4 


8 -- 

2 Ferafhes — . 

~ 4 


8 — 

2 Mafolchics — 

— 3 


6 — 

2 Sweepers i-* 

— 3 


6 — 

Paper and Ink — » 


— 

14 — 


1.445 — 


Carried forward Rupees 6,462 


cutwally: 
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CUTWALLY department- 


Cutwall — • — 

Naib . 

Mooflirif — • — 

Vakeel — — 

Choky-Nevccs ~ — 

Akbar-Nevees — — 

2 Mohrirs for the Prifon — 

Tahvceldar Maulkhanah — 

5 Goozerbauns ■— — 

4 Hircarrahs — — 

Feralh — — _ 

Surgeon — — — 

6 Sengariahs — 

2 Nuccarchecs — — . 

Nuckeeb — •— 

2 Beeftics — — 

Jellad — — 

Grave Digger — — . 

Tazeeanah-Burdar — ~ 

Oil — — 

Paper and Ink — — 

200 Peons and Watchmen — - 

2 Jemmadars of Peons — 

5 Duffadars — — 

Vakeel at Calcutta, with Moonchics, &c. 


Brought forward Rupeea . 


at 5 each — 


10 

5 


2 

3 


4 

lO 

7 


150 — 

60 — 
25 — 
20 — 

7 — 

7 - 

10 — 
10 — 
50 — 
20 — 

3 — 

10 — . 

12 — 

6 — 

4 — 

8 — 
2-8 
2-8 

2 — . 

5 — 
2-8 

800 — 
20 — 

35 — 

300 — 


OccaAonal Charges 
Banaris Sicca Rupees 


M73-8 

8,035-8 
100 — 

8,135-8 


^ [Num. 3. A. 

Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 21/? ^November 1781, refpeltin? the Settle- 
ment of the Zemeedary of Banaris, &c. 

To Edward Whelcr and John M‘Phcrfon, Efquires, Members of the Council of Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 

In alhort Letter, dated the 5th of this Month, I informed you, that I had on that Day concluded 
the Settlement of this Zemeedary, for the fixt and perpetual yearly Jummah of Forty Lacks ol 
Dedudion of Rupees 6,66,666- 10- 10, being the Amount of Two Months 
Collcdions, eftimated in equal Divifions for the current Year. I have now the Honour to lend 

TranaftiSn 7 ‘"® comprehend all the Accounts and Deeds appertaining to this 

Abftraft Account of the Annual Jummah or Rent Roll of the Zemeedary of 
Rajah Cheit Sing, according to the Pottahs for the lalf Year 1188, including 
the jagheers allowed to the Farmers ; delivered to me by the Refidenr. 

A particular Account of the Revenues of Banaris, &c. for the Year 1184, de- 
livered to me by the Rajah through his Naib. 

Abftradl Account of Ditto for Ditto, Ditto. 

An Account Particulars of the Revenue of Banaris, &c. for the Year 1188, by 
Ditto. ’ 

Abllradl Account of Ditto for Ditto, by Ditto. 

Account of the Revenues of Ghauzipoor, by a Perfon formerly in O/Bce at that 
Place. 

Form of the general Settlement concluded with Rajah Mchipnarain. 

Abllradl; of Allowances paid for the Support of diftrefled Families and Men of 
Piety and Learning, and Copy of my Refolution on this Subjedl. 

Paper relative to a Grant of certain Villages to the Fackcers of the Macbarrah 
of Shah Coflim Soolimany, and Shah Waflal, at Chunar. 

Tranllation of the Pottah granted to Rajah Mchipnarain, conformable to 
N” 3. I J. 


Num. 

3 * 

B. 

Num. 

3 - 

C. 

Num. 

3 - 

D. 

Num. 

3 - 

E. 

Num. 

3 - 

F. 

Num. 

3 - 

G. 

Num. 

3 - 

H. 

Num. 

3 - 

I. 

Num. 

3 - 

K. 

Num. 

3 ' 

L. 




Num. 3. 



Num. 

3 - 

M. 

Num. 

3 - 

N. 

Num. 

3 - 

0. 

Num. 

3 * 

P. 

Num. 

3 - 

Q: 


( w ) 

Appendix. 

Copy of the Coboolccatf conformable to the above, executed by Rajah Mchip* 
, nanrin. 

Kiilbundee for the current Year 1189. 

Kiftbundec for the Year 1 190, and mr ever. 

Agreement of Rajah Mehipharain, for Payment of the Arrears of the Year 
1188, from the actual Colleftions. 

Paper of Requefts prefented to the Governor General by Rajah Mehipnaraiit, 
with the Governor General’s Anfwers annexed. 


I lhall now proceed to the bjcplanation of the preceding Accounts. 

You will obvioUfly perceive, that the Six fitft Numbers ferved as the Materials on which the Set* 
tlemcnt was formed. The firft U an Eftimate of the Colledtiofli received by Rajah Chtit Sing, and 
was delivered to mt by the Rcfliftht. It corrcfpbnds in iti total Amount with my Rccolleftion of a 
fimilar Account, Which was formerly in my Poffeffion, and fufHciently With the Account, N' 3. G, 
for the Piefumptioh of its Authenticity. As it was the bell Account that I was able to obtain, and 
the Accounts delivered by the Naib were confeflcdly made up of iiftp'erfcft Materials ; all the Ac- 
counts having been Hthcr carried away by Cheit Sing, or dtitroyed, and all the principal Officers of the 
Revenue, wlio could give any Information on the Subjefl, having accompanied him in his Flicrhti 

j^I made this the Ground for forming the neW Settlement. 

^ [ Although I am cortVinced that with proper Management Ihe Zemeedary might yield an Amount 
confiderably exceeding that which I have taken as the ERimateof its Valuer yet I muft exprefs my 
Apprchcnfion, that unlefs the Naib can find Means to avail himfelf of better official Affiftance than 
he at prefenc poflcITes, his real Profits will fall below their allowed Amount; and on that Account 
I have encouraged him to hope, that if he (hall prove himfelf diligent in his Office, and pundlual in 
the Difcharge of his Kifts to theXTompany, he may hereafter obtain, from the Indulgence of the 
Board, fomc Hcmillion from the ftipulated Jurttmah, whenever the adlual Demands of ffic Company 
(hall be lefTcned, and the State of their Treafuiy will admit of it ; and this I fhall recommend as an 
Aft ofGenerofity Becoming thefr former Relation to this Province, and equally warranted by the 
Principles of good Poli^ : For there are ttftain Lines, beyond which the Exaftion of a Public 
Revenue Will not only defeat its own Purpofe, but operate as effeftually to a Reduftion as an inten- 
tional Aft of Bounty could do. But it is not my Wilh to engage the prefent Attention of the 
Bo^fd in a DifculTion upon this Subjeft ; my Dcfire being only to premife what I may hereafter find 
ncccfTary to introduce to their further Coftfidcration, fo that any future Propofition may not ap- 
pear to arile wholly from the inftant Occafion of it. 

I now proceed to the Explanation of the Particulars of the Settlement, as contained in the Ac- 
count N’3. H. The firft Deduftion made from thegrofs eftimated Jummah of Rupees 53,06,002. 12. 
is the Sum of Rupees 61,496, granted in Jagheers and other Alienations. The Firft is a Jaghecr 
granted to Bcneram Pundit, of the yearly Amount of Rupees 25,000. I have already acquainted 
the Board with the faithful Services of this Mart artd his Fartlily, during the late Trouble.s, which 
I can take upon me to alTurc the Board, whatever was our Opinion of them at the Time, and 
however repugnant it may be to our national Charafter to regard any Situation of Affairs with the 
Eye ttf Delbondchcy, wftc confidfted Uhlverfally by all but Ortrfelves, equally by Friend and by Foe, 
as utterly dcfperatc. To the Merits of Bcneram Pundit and his Brother on this Occafion, I mult 
add X long Scries of Atcachment and effcftual Service, from the Year 1773 to the prefent Ttme.]^ 
ThCugh the immediate Servants and confidential MinifteVs of a foreign Slate, to the conftitutional'^ 
Members Of which they haVe always profefled an rtlmoft enthufiaftic Devotion, they have zea- 
loufty adopted all my Views for the Promotion rtf a ConneftiOn between their Government and 
ours, For this I urprtlc, Bcneram Pundid, at ttjy Requifition, made One Journey to Naugpoor, 
and attended Colonel Ldlie and Colonel Goddard in the firft Operations of their Detachment. 
Another o(^ the Brothers ftill attends General Goddard in the fame Capacity, and has been of great 
Ufe, by his Letters, in refuting the falle Reprefentations which were made from Poona to the 
Government of Berar of the Events of the War. Bcneram Pundit proceeded to Naugpoor, and, 
chiefly at my Requifition, returned with a Conftitution much impaired by the cuftomary Effefts of 
the malignant Climate of the Route lying between Calcutta and Naugpoor. To his Influence I 
entirely alcribe the generous Conduft of that Government to ours in many fignal Inllances, which 
(land rccorikd on our Conlultations, and will be univerfally acknowledged as fuch, when Time 
lhall have cnaccd the Prejudices with which tliey have been, and perhaps ftill are, reptefented by 
fome ; and to him I owe the Influence which I myfelf pofleffed with the late Dewan Demaugur 
Pundit, and its Eflefts while lie was living. In the fame Spirit of common Attachment, Biffum- 
ber Pundit, the younger Brother, went, mftrufted by me, to Chimnajee Bauboo, the Commander 
tff the Army employed laft Year in the Province of Orilfa, and aflifted Mr. Anderfon in his Nego- 
tiations. Ill all thefe inftanecs I h.ivc confidered and treated them equally as the Friends of our 
Government, and the faithful Servants of their own ; and wherever I have been, one or both have 
been my cohflant Attendants. 

It tliefc Services (hall be admitted as meritorious, although they Ihould be aferibed to Motives 
of jicrfonal Refpeft to myfelf, ftill let it be confidered, that it was in my Charafter of the firft- and 
executive Member of our State that I received ftich Inftances of it, or could have the Means of 
3 infpiring 
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itifpiring it i and tbtt I doubt whether a national Attachment, in an alien Bread, can either grow 
or fubfiil on any other Principle. % 

For all thefc united Rcafons I have thought it incumbent upon me to lecompenfc the Merits of 
this Family, by the fcafonable Grant of a public Income derived from the SettWent of the Pro- 
vince in which they refided, and in the Recovery of which to our Authority they have made to 
themfelves fo near an Intercft. 

The Board have been pleafed to repofe fo generous a Confidence in me, that I perfoade myfelf 
that 1 lhall not need their Excufe for having determined this Ail: by my own Authority. It wa| 
ncceflary to include it in the Settlement, as it would have been the Source of much Embarraflmcnt, 
and given Rife to unreafonable Claims, had it been ordered after the Settlement had been concluded. 
I might indeed have applied to the Board, and received their Anfwer in fufficient Time for the 
Conclufion of the Settlement, had I known that the latter would have been fo long delayed; but 
it had been from the Beginning my Intention to form it immediately on my Return to Banaris, and 
I was only prevented from finifhing it fooner by the Delays end Procraftinations of others, which 1 
could not conquer. 

Upon this Subject I have only to add, that the Bounty of our Government has been rartly excr- 
eifed on fuch Occafions} that noOccalion ever did more jufVly demand the Exertion of that Priii- 
ciple } and that it is one of the Dudes of Government, at it it one of its beft Inftruments, to exerciic 
it for the Reward of paft, and for the Encouragement of future Deferts. 

^ [The next Article will require little Explanation and no Apology. Bundoo Khan, whofe Name 
is affixed to a Jaghecr of 2,000 Rupees annual Rent, is an Inhabitant of the Town of Chunar. He 
attended Capuin Blair in the unfortunate Attempt on Ramnagur, and in the Battle fought at 
teeu, and was of much Service to that Officer on both Occafions, by his Knowledge of the Ground; 
and by a natural good Underfianding, which enabled him to apply that Knowledge to the Incidents 
before him. This Man fuggefted the Expedition, which was afterwards formed, to take Pofleffion 
of the Pafles lying behind Lutteefpoor, by an unknown and fccret Route, and was himfdf theGuide 
of the Detachment. Although his former Services, and that which he offered upon this Occafion, 
were gratuitous, yet as the Succefs of the Enterprize appeared to me, from his Defeription of it, 
likely to prove the Crifis of the War, I thought it advileable to fecure his Fidelity, and animate his 
Exertions, by fuch Incitements as were likely to operate with the greateft Power on a Man of his 
Rank and Situation in Lift : I promifed him a Jag^eer in any Part of the Company’s Dominions 
of which he fiiould make Choice, to the Amount of One thoufand Rupees clear yearly Rent, if the 
Entcrprilc fuccceded. The Event proved the Juftiec of his Advice, and the Truth of his Repre- 
lentations, and his Conduft in the Courfe of it obtained the mod favourable Teftimony of Major 
Crabb, the Officer who commanded the Party. On his Return to Chunar, I inftanily granted him 
a Perwannah for the Village of Jalaulpoor, of which 1 had allowed him to make Choice, fituated 
in the Pergunnah of Pateeta; he himfelf told me that it yielded a Revenue exceeding 1,500 
Rupees, and to prevent future Difputes if it were mote, I have inferted it at the round Sum of 
I wo thoufand. 

Jaggernaut Sing, late Commandant in the 3d Regiment of Sepop, having been firongly re- 
commended to me by Colonels Muir, Auchmuty, and other Officers of Rank, whofe Recommenda- 
tion at this I'imc had particular Weight with me, for a Provifion in his declining Years, after 
having pafled Thirty of his Lite in faithful and meritorious Service, I procured for him a Jaghcer 
in the Zcmcedary to the yearly Value of t,2oO Rupees, I am perfuaded that the Board wifi ad- 
mit the Expedien^, as well as the Juftice and Humanity, of making a more comfortable Provifion 
than our ordinary invalid Eftablilhment allows, for fuch native Soldiers as have merited the parti- 
cular Attention of their Superiors -, and I flatter myfelf that the prefent inftance, as well as the 
Principle on which it is founded, will meet with their Approval] 

The laft Article will be explained in the feparate Paper, N’ 3. 1 . It is a fimple Aft of Juftice ; 
and I was pleafed that our Government (hould have the Credit of paffing it. On the fame 
Principle I ifl'ued a Sunnud for the Reftoration of certain Villages, which arc a Part of the 
original Endowment of Two Duruhs, in the Precinftsof Chunar. The Particulars of this Claim 
are let forth in the accompanying raper, N* 3. K. Thcfe form no Part of the Diminution of the 
Revenues. 

With refpeft to the other Deduftions, they ftand cxaftly as they were ftated by the Naib himfelf; 
except the laft Article, which I myfelf inferted merely for Adjuftment, that it might make 
the remaining Sum of the net Jummah clear 40 Lacks, at which Amount I had predetermined 
to fix it. 

The Accounts of the Settlement, N“ 3. L, M, N, O, require no Explanation. The Deduftion 
allowed for the prefent Year from the foted Jummah for Devaftations, is accounted for in the 
Term itfelf. In the unequal Sums of the Kiftbundee I was compelled to yield to the perti- 
nacious Inftances of the Family, I (hould have been better pleafed that fo large a Sum had not 
been thrown upon the laft Month of the Year ( but this Advantage may and Ought to be derived 
from it, that as it has enabled them to make their Payments with greater Facility, it will leave 
them without Excufe if they fail in any Part of them. 

The Agreement, N“ 3. P. pafled againft my Inclination, as well as my Advice. A fubftantial 
Revenue having been obtained to the Company, I irilhed to pay mwe Regard to their Credit than 
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to the Profecution of any immediate Interefts which were not of elTcntial Importance. I knew that 
an Enquiry might ferve for an Inftrumcnt oi Gratification to private Influence, and wilhed to 
prevent the Temptation. Having already allowed the Sum of Rupees 6,66,666 lo lo as aDe- 
duftion from the Firft Year’s Jummah, I wilhed to bring the Rajah to agree to the Payment of the 
Arrears due from his Predcceflbr for the laft Year, amounting to the Sum of Rupees 4,63,006 5 8 
in lieu of tlie Agreement fince made •, but this he would not confent to. What he is to pay upon 
this Account therefore remains open for future Enquiry. 

'I'he Paper of Requefts, N“ 3. as it preceded the Settlement, ought regularly to have been 
inferted before it, but as the Settlement itfclf was not affefted by it, it may ftand in its prefent 
Place. 

Refpcdling the Firft Requeft, I had very early apprized the Rajah, through his Naib, that I 
Ihould not allow him the Exercife of any Privilege or Authority, on which an Opinion of Inde- 
pendency could be founded: That the Mint, the Cutwally, or Police of the Town ofBanaris, and 
the Adminiftration of Juftice to its Inhabitants i the Power of levying Forces, and maintaining 
FortrclTcs, were commonly underftood as Kinds of Royalties or Appurtenances of the Sovereign 
State i which therefore could not be allowed to him, confiftently with his Relation to the Company, 
nor with the Expedlations which they would naturally form on the Experience of the paft 
Troubles, in the Arrangement which I might make for the future Adminiftration of this Pro- 
vince. 

I have direfted him to deliver over Charge of the Mint to the Refident ; whom I have alfo 
ordered to receive it, and to conduct the Bufinefs of it until he (hall have your final Orders refpeft- 
ing it i to afeertain the Amount of the Annual Revenue paid from it to Rajah Cheit Sing during 
the laft Five Years, that the Average thereof may be carried to the Credit of the prefent Rajah “in 
the Payment of his Revenue to Government •, to ereft proper Oflices for the Services of the Mint, 
which, to my great Surprize, I find have been performed to this Time in the private Houfc of the 
Darogah ; and to form and report to me a proper Eftablilhment for the Mint on the moft frugal 
Valuation. 

I beg Leave to recommend the aftual Refident as well qualified to conduft this Bufinefs, and to 
requeft that you will be pleafed to continue him in the Charge of it. 

I have already advifed you very fully of the Appointments which I have veiled in the Perfon of 
Ally Ibrahim Khan, refpefting the Police and Adminiftration of Juftice in the Town of Banaris’, 
the Infertion of the other Articles comprized in this Requeft arofc from my having direded them to 
be abolilhed, bccaufe they appeared to me to be difcreditable and impolitic. — The following is a 
Lift of the Particulars. 

I. Ntkaufs. Duties on the Sale of Horfesi an opprelfive Tax, and inconfidcrable 

in its Amount. It was not my Intention to make this an exprefs 
Prohibition ; but having marked it, with other Articles which 
I thought improper, in the Lift of Revenues colledled by the Au- 
meen of Banaris, it was confidered as an exprefs Prohibition, and I 
chofc to let it Hand with that Conftrudion. 

Confiding of the following Heads. 

ill. Duftoor PcrdalTy, or Duties levied on Pilgrims. 

2d. Dullaulee PcrdalTy, or Sums paid by the Brokers to buy and 
fell for the Pilgrims. 

Duties taken on the Examination of Perfons travelling from Banaris. 

Revenue paid by the Keepers of Gaming Houfes. 

A Revenue paid by the Sellers of the Rings ufually bought by 
Pilgrims. 

The 2d, 3d, and 5th Articles have been often reprefented to me as grievous Impofwions, no lefs 
in their Amount, than in the Mode of levying them, and a great Difeouragement to Strangers, 
whom the Spirit of Devotion might induce to come to Banaris. The Abolition, in itfclf a popular 
Ail, and extending its Iriflucncc to every Part of India, is likely to pay the Lofs arifing from it, 
by the Inducement which it will aflbrd to greater Numbers to refort to Banaris, in the Proportion 
of the Immunity which it prefents to them. 

and Rtqutji, The Zemcedars, to whom this Article alludes, arc as follows. 

Buggut Sing, Zemeedar of Chowfa. 

Ecdcl Sing, of Agorce. 

Govindjcct, of Kuntcet. 

Bikram Majeet, || of fundry Villages in Zemineeah. 

Ally Azeem Khan, of Ghauzipoor. 

Culjcct Sing, of Bidjeygur. 

As 


2. Tam Uvitd on Stran^en. 

3. Talajhte. 

4. Khummaur Khanab. 

5. Dujloor upon Rings. 



PI ( *5S ) 

Part I. 

As thefc Perfons ftwcda Zeal forthe Service of oar Government, and a Defite of being ufeful 
to us dunng the late Troubles, I have thought it proper t»at their CdlduiS ftould not pafs without 
the Retribution due to u ; and for that Pu^ofc have direfted, that they be reftored Jthe PolTef 
Con of the Lands to which they have hereditary Claims. I fliall alfo give Orders to the Ref.den to 
pay them annually, whilft they continue out of the Management of their refoeftive Diftrifts an 
Allowance proportionate to the Jummah of each, as foon as that can be afeertained ’ 

The remaining Requefts require no Explanation or Comment. 

I will not engage the Time of the B<^ longer than toexprefs my Hope, that the Explanations 

. S the Settlement will be fatisfaftory. The Procef! 
of the Bufinels to Mr. Anderfon, to whom I am much indebted for the Pains and Diligence 
wKh which he affifted me in bnnging it to a Conclufion. Much remained to be done in Detail at tlie 
Time of his Departure pn another Se^ice. which of courfcfell upon my Hands with other Bufi- 
nefs. To this Cauilc I muft beg the Board to attribute my Delay in making the Report of mv Pro- 
ceedings, and any DeCcieocies that may appear in it. or/ 


Chunar, 

lift November 1781. 


I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Eftccm, 
Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 


WARREN HASTINGS. 



abstract account cf the Annual Jummah er Rent Roll of the Zemeedary ^ Rajah Cheyt Sing> 
and according to the Pottahs of the Farmers/or the FuffuUee Year ii88, including the Jagheers aiUmed to the Farnaera. 
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PARTICULAR ACCOUNT of the Revenues of Banaris, 8cc. in th.c Fufrallcc Year 1184, delivered to the 

Governor General by Rajah Alehjpnarain. 
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Appendix. 


N»3. D. 


ABSTRACT ACCOUNT of the Revenues of Banaris, &c. deliveltd to the Governor 
General by Rajah Mcliipnarain > being formed from the Accounts of the Fuffiillee Year 1184. 


Jummah as per Account 


47 »!^ 5.498 9 i 


Jummah not included in the Accounts i viz. 

The Jagheers of I- Bhuddovee — — •— 

Pergunnah Mahay tch, the J^heer of Doorbijey Sing — 60,000 — — 

Seidporc, the Jagheer of Cjwfan Sing, 

Amount Jagheer — — 50,000 — • •— 

Amount MafFy, or Remiflion in the Re- 


venue 4,000 •— — 

54 iOOo 

2,72,341 

Total Jummah of the Diftrifts held by Cheyt Sing •— 

49.97.839 9 i 

Deduft the Revenue paid to the VIzeer, for the Pergunnah of 
Kheiragur — — — — 

1,81,046 14 — 

Total Jummah of the Zemcedary of Banaris, &c. — 

48,16,792 u f 

Deduft 

Amount of the Jagheers as above — — 2,72,341 — — 


Charges incurred in colledling the Revenue of the 

Aumannee Mehals, alfo Maafy, or eftablilhed | 

Indulgences ufualiy granted to Farmers and Au- 
mils at the Clofe of the Year ; 


Charges of the Aumanec Mehals 37,119 6 { 

Maafy Maumooly 1,05,598 8 i 

1,42,717 ‘5 — 

4,15.058 15 — 


Rup‘ 

44 ,o >,733 >2 — 
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abstract account of the Revenue of Benaris, &c. for the Fuflullee Year ii88, 
delivered to the Governor General by Rajah Mchipnarain, 


Jummah or Revenue inferred in the Account, N* 3. E. 


46,33,661 12 i 


Jummah of the Jagheers, not included in the Accounts of Revenue •, viz. 


The Jagheers of ; the Pergunnah of Bhuddovec — 1,58,341 

Mahay tch, the Jaghecr of Doorbigjey Sing — — 60,000 — — 

Seidpore, the Jaghecr of Owlan Sing — 50,000 — 

Maafy, or Kemifllon to D“ , — 4,000 — 

— 54>ooo 


Deduft the Revenue paid to the Vizecr, for the Diftrift of Kheiragur — 


Deduflions from the Revenue, Jagheers as above 


CHARGES. 

Charges of colledling the Revenues of the Aumanee Mehals 41,119 6 { 

Maaffy Mamooly, or eftabliihed RcmifTions granted to 
. Farmers and Aumils at the Clofc of the Year — — 1,02,598 8 } 


Benaris Siccas 


2 . 72>341 

— 

49,06,002 

12 i 

1,98,046 

14 — 

47.07.955 

14 — 

2.72.341 

— • — - 

44.35.614 

14 { 

>. 43.7 >7 

>5 — 

42,91.896 

>5 ; 


T t 


account 
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Appikoix. 


N» 3. G. 

ACCOUNT of the REVENUES ofGAUZIPOOR. 
Meet Sherf Ally’s Diftrifts, on a Mocurrery Jummah. 


Bulleah 

Kh.irccd 

Goflah 

Sekuniferpore [ 
Lucknifler I 
Patchooter 


5,27,000 — — 


Munnhiar Sing’s Di(lri£fs, held on a Mocurrery Jummah. 


Mahomedabad 7 

Curreat I’ullccj “ “* 


Takhray Bukht Sing’s Diftrifts, on a Mocurrery Jummah. 


Gundcah 

Dalima 

Zemmancah >■ 

Chowfah 

Curundah 


2.77>ooo — 


Baboo Jugger Deo Sing’s Diftridfs, held on a Mocurrery Jummah 


Zahoorabad 
Bhadawn 
Belijder Gunge 
Sliaddce Abad . 


1,50,000 — — 


Baboo Peem Sing’s DiilriA, held on a Mocurrery Jummah 


Chandpore _ _ _ — _ ,3^000 — — 


Buckfhy Suddanund’s DiftriA, held on a Mocurrery Jummah. 


BchryAbad — — — — — 15,000 

Bauboo Owfan Sing’s Dillriifls, held on a Mocurrery Jummah. 

Seidpnre? 

Bettorce f 70,000 — — - 


Talook of Boofgan and Burragong 10,000 — — 

Acka Mchdee’s Mclials, Havelly, Ghauzipoor, on a 

Mi'. urrcry Jummah — — — 92,000 — 

All the Saycr Revenues — — — 55,000 — — 

i,47>ooo 


14,14,000 



Part I. 
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( *67 ) 

[N“3. h! 


FORM of the General Settlement concluded by the Governor Genera 

Mehipnarain. 


Jurnnuh, as per Account — — — — 

Add Profits enjoyed by the Bauboos, which may now be refumed, calcu- 
lated at — —— — — — 


DeduA Articles of Revenue now alienated : (viz.) 

Beneram’s Jagheer — — — 

Bundoo Khan’s Jagheer — — 

Jaggernaut’s Jagheer — — — 

Half of the Maalh and Charity confirmed by Mr. 
Marriot, afterwards refumed, and now reftored 


25,000 — — 
■ 2,000 — — - 
1,200 

33,296 


Rup* 

Deduf^ alfo Charges of Colledlion, as per Account •, viz. 

In the Aumaunee Mehals — — 4 i»ii 9 6 { 

In the farmed Mehals allowed to the Farmers — 1,02,598 8 } 


Dedu<fl Revenue paid for Kheiragur to the Vizeer 


Deduft Jagheers and Allowances for the Support of the Rajah, his Family, 

and Dependants ■, viz. 

Jagheer of { Buddovee belonging to the Rajah — 1,58,341 •— — 
Ditto Mahaytch Doorgbijey Sing 60,000 — — 

Ditto Seidpoor Owfan Sing 54,000 — — « 

Allowance granted for the Support of the Rajah, his 
Houlhold Expcnces, Family, Sewary, &c. — 6,30,400 15 — 


with Rajah 

49.06.002 12 — 

4,00,000 

53.06.002 12 — 

61,496 — — . 
52,44,506 12 — 

».43i7i7 »5 — 

51,00,788 13 — . 
1,98,046 14 — 

49.02.741 15 — 

9.02.741 15 — 


Rupees 


40,00,000 — 



( i68 ) 


Appsnouc, 


( 

N« 3. I. 

ABSTRACT of tije Allowances paid for the Support of didreiTed Families, and Men of Piety 
and Learning, from the Revenues of Banaris •, formed from an Account which was drawn out 
by Rajah Cheyt Sing at the Defire of Mr. Fowke, and is now in the PoHeflion of the Cauzee } 
authenticated by Mr, Graham’s Signature, and Copy of the Governor General’s Minute oft this 
Subjeft. 

A Eflablifhcd Allowances figncd by Mr. Marriot, viz. 

Maash, or old and eftablifhed Allowances, confiding partly of AITignments 
on the Revenues of Villages, and partly of Monthly Allowances ■— 58,891 5 

Rozinadars and poor Men, being Charity Allowances — — 32,111 9 f 

91,002 14 I 

B Jacheers granted by the King, or by the Vizeers Sujah ud Dowlah and 

Afof ud Dowlah, after the lime of Mr. Marnot — — 19,290 — — 

C Maafv Dehat, or AITignments of Charity on particular Vilhiges, granted by 

Ditto after Mr. Marriot — — — — 56,375 10 J 

Rupees 1,66,668 9 — 


A Thefe Allowances were continued until the Year 1 183 FufiTullee, when the Rajah made his Set- 
tlement with the Company, after which they were refumed. Some of them might now be ftruck 
out, the Perfons being dead, or the Putpofes for which they were granted having ceafed. The 
Cauzee has engaged to draw out a Lift or fuch as may be ftruck out, or left for Enquiry. Under 
thefe Allowances are comprehended 343 Names or Families. 

B Thefe Grants were after Mr. Marriot’s Time, None of the Perfons obtained Lands, but the 
Rajah paid them an Equivalent in Money. Some of the Grants never took Place, and many of 
the Perfons are dead. 

C I'hefe are fimilar to the Articles under B. only that the Jaghcers were temporary, and in Con- 
fulcration of Services ; whereas the Maafy Dehat were hereditary, and granted to poor People, 
like the Milk or Ahema of Bahar. 



FaktIi 


( 169 ) 


N^m. IL 

The Cauzee delivers in a Liftof Perfons who are not forthcoming and in general fuppofed to 
be dead, or fo provided for as not to require the Allowance, the Abltraa of which is as follows : 


Ablcntees on the Lift of AUowances iigned by Mr. Marriott. 


Maalb ^ ^ 

Rozenadars — i.. «« 


20,289 S -** 
4,u6 8 w. 


24,406 — — 

Ablcntees on A? Lift of Allowanoes granted after the Time of Mr. Marriott. 

Maafjr Dehaut ^ ^ 


Rupees 37,340 3 


Statement (hewing Ae whole Amount of the Allowances, and patticukrizinB Ac Proportion thereof^ 
held in the Names of Perfons who arc cither dead or ablent. 


MaaA — 
Dead or abient 

Rozenadars 
Dead or abient 


Maafy Dehaut 
Dead or abfent 


In Mr. Marriott’s Lift. 


58,891 

20,289 


5 — 
8 — 


32, III 9 — 

4,120 8 


38,601 13 — 


27,991 * — 


After Mr. Marriott’s Time. 


66,592 14 — 


56,375 *0 i 

~ 12,934 3 — 


Jaghoers 


43.44* 7 f 

~ 19,290 •— 

62,731 7 { 


Rupees 1,29,324 

Refolvd, /^at Copies of Ac Account be fent to Ae Rajah, and that he be direfted to reftore 
une Halt of the fcvcral Allowances confirmed by Mr. Marriott and held by Perfons who arc (till in 
being and prefent, teing by Ac above Account R* 66,592. 14.— One Half whereof is R* 33,296. 7. 

and that he be allowed, on the DeaA of the Incumbents, to refume their Proportions : That Mr. 
Markham be authonzed to examine any Claims which may hereafter be preferred to a ftmilar In- 
tk i”® Perfons who are fuppofed to be dead or ablenr, and who are comprehended under 

c Article of Account N’a. R* 24,406, and that he report thereon to Ae Governor General and 
council: I hat as it does not appear that Ac Allowances granted after Mr. Marriott’s Time were 
properly beftowed, it is unnecelTary to reftore them. 


U u 
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Num« 3. K. 

Paper rekim to a Grant cf certain Villages to the Fackeers of the Mackbarrah e/ Shah Coffim 

Soolioaany, and Shah Waflel, at Chunar. 

Fortner Lands belonging to the Tomb at Chuhar : 

The Village of Begpobr. 

D* Buggerah. 

D’ Bthry. , 

D* Bibtee. 

-The Fackeer reprefents that all thefe Villages were refumed in the Timcof Munfaraln.} and 
afterwards the Nabob Sufdar-Jung reftored the Two Villages of Behry and Bcgpoor, valued at 
1000 R‘ per Annum. Thefe are ftill in PofTelDon of the Fackeers, but they are now fubjed): to 
a Revenue of 500 R* per Annum, which was impofed about 18 Years ago, when Shumlheer 
Khan, the Naib of Shujah ud Dowlah, made a general Refumption of Ope Half of 4II the Charity 
Allowances of Banaris. The remaining 500 R* was confirmed afterwards by Mr. Marriott, and 
in F.xception to all other Allowances has been continued by. the Rajah. The Fackeer now requefis 
to have the whole Four Villages reftored, or if this cannot be granted, to have the Revenue of 
500 R' taken olf. He does not know the Amount of the Villages of Behry and Bcgpoor. 

The Cauzee of Banaris being examined, confirms this Reprefentation. 

On the 8th of Odober, a Sunnud was ifiued to Mahommed Ifmael the Khaleefa, granting the 
Villages of Bcgpoor and Behry to be held free of Revenue, for keeping the Tombs and Mofquc 
at Chtinar in proper Repair, and for the Maintenance of the Fackeers. 

Nom. 3. L. 

Tranftation of the Pottah granted to Rajah Mehipnarain. 

Whereas the Sirkar of Banaris and Chunar, and the Mchals of the Sirkar of Jounpoor, both 
Maul and Sayer, and Havelee Mahommedabad Banaris, and the Daums of the Mulboos Khas, 
and the Fergunnah Bhuddovee, and the Talook of Sungramow, dependant on the Pergunnah of 
Chanda and Sutteefgur, and the Pergunnah of Guntect, called Bidjeypoor, and the Sirkar of 
Ghauzipoor, and the Pergunnah of Secunderpoor and Kherced, and Shaudecabad and Tuppa 
^crincha, with the Maul and Sayer, and Cutwallec of Jounpoor, and the Mokeemee and Yctti- 
faub, and Sungwozinee of Banaris, both Maul and Sayer, with the Duftoor Dewanneet befides 
Half of the Jaghecr of the Fergunnah Bhuddovee, &c. and the Maafy to the Rozenadars and 
other Expences of the Hulhoo-minhayee, conformably to your Coboolecat, have been granted to 
you from the Beginning of the Month of Afiin, 1189 Fuftullee, anfwering to the 14th of September 
1781, at the Agreement of Forty Lacks of Sicca Rupees, flrutk in the Town cf Banaris, as a 
fixed and perpetual Sum, without Alteration, for every Year, and from that Amount the Sum of 
(6,66,666. 10. 10.) Six Lacks Sixty-fix thoufand Six hundred and Sixty-fix Sicca Rupees Ten 
Annas and Ten Gundas for this Year, which is 1189 Fuftullee, on account of the Devaftations, 
&c, in the Two Months of Difturbanccs, having been remitted; the remaining Amount of the 
Maulwajib Maulgoozary of the Sirkar, being (33,33,333. 5. 10.) Thirty-three l acks Thirty- 
three thoufand Three hundred and Thirty-three Rupees Five Annas and Ten Gundas of Banaris 
Sicca Coin, of doc Standard and Weight, agreeably to the feparatc Kiftbundee and Cobooleeat, 
which you have written, and delivered under your own Seal, you will. Month by Month, without 
Excufe or Delay, and without the Expence of the Sebundee and other Expences, conformably to 
the Kifts mentioned in them, pay duly as Khezannab to the Sirkar ; and in the next Year the fixed 
and perpetual yearly Jummah of 40 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, which you have agreed to, and the 
Kiftbundee of which alfo you have delivered under your own Seal into the Duller of the Sirkar, 
conformably thereto you will yearly difeharge, the Maulgoozary to the Sirkar. By the Blcffing of 
God from this Agreement in no Inftance mall there ever be any Deviation or Failure. 
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The BUNDODUST of the^ear 11S9 Fufiuilcc. 


Conformably to the Papers 
Increafe to the Advantage of the Sirkar 


49,06,002 12 
4,00,000 


DeduA the Jagheers, &c. 

Jagheer of Beneram Pundit 
Jagheer of Bundoo Khan 
Jagheer of Jaggernaut Soobadar 
Reftored to the Rozenadars 


Balance — > 

Deduft the Expences of Mehals Aumaunee, &c. 

The Expences of Mehals Aumaunee 41,119 610 

Maafy Maumooly — — 1,02,598 8 10 


15,000 

3,000 

1,200 — - 
33,296 


53,06,002 12 — 


61,496 

52,44,506 12 — 


*>43.7J7 15 — 


Deduft the Mehal of Keiragur, of which the Maulgoozary is appropriated 
to the Sirkar of the Nabob Vizeer ul Mamalek Behadre 


5 >,oo ,788 13 — 
1,98,046 14 — 


Balance — 49,02,741 15 — 

Deduft my Jagheer, &c. with thofe of my Dependants: 

Half the Pergunnah of Bhuddovee — 1,58,241 ~ — 

The Pergunnah of Mahaytch — — 60,000 — — 

The Pergunnah of Seidpoor — 54,000 — - 

My Salary, &c, and thofe of my Dependants 6,30,400 15 — 

— — 9,02,7 41 15 — 

Balance — 40,00,000 — — 


Dedud the Devaftations, &c. of Two Months Difturbances _ 6,66,6661010 


Balance Banaris S- R* - 33 , 33,335 5 «o 

From the Year 1 1 go Fufulke a fixed and perpetual Sum, con- ' 

formably to the former fiundobuft — 33,33,333 5 10 

Increafe taken from the Dedudions on account of the 
Devaftations, &c. — _ 6,66,666 10 lo 


Total Banaris S* R* — 40,00,000 — — 


Dated the ift of Affin 1189 Fuflullee, 
anlwcring to the 14th September 1781, 
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Num. 3. M, 

Copy of the COBOOLEEAT atcuted by Rajah Mchipnaraio. 

I Rajah Mehipnarain Behadre: Whcreaa the Zemeedary of the Sirkar of Banaris and Chunar, 
and the Mehals uf the Sirkar of Jounpoor, both Maul and Sayer, and Havelee Mahomtnedabad . 
Banaris, and the Daums of the Mulboos Khas, and the Fergunnah Bhuddovee and the Talook of 
Sungramow, dependant on the PetTguDnah of Chanda and Suttccfgor and Cuntcet, called Bidjey- 
pour, and the Sirkar of Ghausipoor, and the Fergunnah of Secunderpoot, and Khereed, and 
Shaudccabad, and Tu|)pB Serincha, with the Maul and Sayer, and Cutwallce of JounpoOt j and the 
Mokcemce and Yettifaub and Sungwozinee of Banaris, and the entire Mehals both Maul and 
Sayer, with thcDuftoor Dewannee, of theSoubah of IlUhabad, befides theMehal of Kheiragur, 
uf which the Maulgoozary is appropriated to the Sirkar of the Nabob Vizeer ul Mamalck, Afoph- 
ud'Dowlah'Uchadre, and the Mehals of the Jagheers held by the Rozenadars, and the Expences 
agreeably to the Hudioo-minhayee, or Account of Deduflions, have been. given in Perpetuityjome 
from the Honourable Company, at the fixed and perpetual yearly Sum of Forty Lacks of Banaris 
Sicca Rupees, of full Weight and Standard. I have agreed to it of my own free and entire Will, 
and of that Amount the Sum of (6,66,666. 10. 10.) Six Lacks Sixty-fix thoufahd Six hundred 
and Sixty-fix Rupees Ten Annas andTcnGundas having been remitted and dediie'led on account 
of the Devaftatioos, See. in the Two Months of Difturbance for this Year 1189 Fuflullec, 1 have 
adiiiowledged, without Hefitation, the remaining Sum of (33>3S,3S3- 5- 10.) Thirty-three 
Lacks Thirty-three thoufand Three hundred and Thirty-three Rupees Five Annas and Ten (jundas 
of Banaris Sicca Standard, to be due from me as the Maulwajib of the Sirkar for the faid Year; 
and luviog written and delivered under my Seal, upon a feparate Paper, the Kiflbundee of it, I 
engage and deliver in Writing to tbit ElFed, that 1 will, agreeably to the Killbundec, Month by 
Month, without Excufe or Delay, duly pay the Khezanna Aumera pf the Sirkar in the Town of 
Banaris, and at the End of the Year 1 will take a Receipt and Difcharge for the Whole ; and the 
Jummah of the next Year 1 190 FuflRilloc having been fettled for the entire Sum of forty Lacks of 
Banaris Siccas, as a perpettial and fixed Sum fbr every Year, that alfo db 1 include in this Coboo- 
leeat, and engage that I wiH, without Excufe or Delay, agreeably to the Kids of the Lme, dif- 
diarge. Month by Month, the Khezanna Aumera of the ^rkar; and that I will without Fail n 
the Money of tbe Rozenadars, Sec. conformably to the.Hufhoo-niinhayee, and take a Receipt for 
it; and th^, employing myfelf in the Duties and Affairs of my Zemeedary, 1 will not neglefl or 
be ddScient io any one Feint of Diligence and Care, but I will behave with the greateft Attention t- 
the Reyots and to all People of every Rank ; and 1 will exert my utmoft Abilities in the Cuu...- 
lion and Population of the Country, and the Increafe of its Revenues, lb that it may improve 
daily ; 1 will ad with fuch Vigour in expelling Thieves, Night Robbers, Murderers, and all Evil 
Doers, ihu not one af them mail remain wthin my Zemeedary, and that no Crimes and Offences 
fball be heard of. 

1 have therefore written and delivered thefe few Lines b the Nature of a Cobooleear, that it may 
be made ufe of when neceflary. 

Dated the id of A 81 n iit^ EblTulIee, 
anfwering to tho September 1781. 
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Num. 3. N. 

Kiftbundcc of the Sirkar of Banaris and Chunar, and the Mchals of the Sirkar of Jounpoor and 
Mahommcdabad, the Sirkar Gliauzipoor, &c. &c. for the prefent Tear 1189 FuffuHw. 


Dcduft the Jaghecrs, &c. 

Jaghecr of Bencram Pundit 
Jaghcer of Bundoo Khan 
Jaghecr of Jagcmaut Subadar 
Reftorcd to the Rozenadars 


Total Banaris Sicca Rupees — 

■ ajiooo 

— ■ 2,000 — — 

~ 1,200 — — 

— 33**96 


Balance — 

Dcduft the Expcnces of Mehals Aumaunce, &c. &c. 

The Expences of the Mchals Aumaunce — 41,119 6 10 

Maafy Maumooly «- — — 1,02,598 8 10 


53,06,00a 12 — 


61,496 

5**44*506 12 — 


*» 43 * 7«7 *5 — 


Deduft the Mehal of Kheiragur, of which the Maulgoozary is appropriated 
to the Sirkar of the Nabob Vizeer — . — . — 


51,00,788 13 ~ 
1,98,046 14 — 


Deduft my Jaghcer and Monthly Salary, with thofc of 
Half the Pergunnah of Bhuddovec — 

The Ptrgunnah of Mahaytch — ■ — - 

The Fergunnah of Seidpoor — — 

The Salaries, See, See. — — 


Balance 

my Dependants : 
«,58,34i 

60.000 — — 

54.000 — — 
6,30,400 15 ~ 


49*02,741 15 — 


9,02,741 15 — 


Peduil the Devaftations of Two Months Difturbances 


Balance — 


40,00,000 — 
6,66,666 10 10 


Balance Banaris Sicca Rupees — 33,33,333 5 10 


Month of A din 
C.iutic 
Aogun 
Foos 
Mav 

•’haugun 

C'lnit 

l'V'.iak 

•/-heit 

AiTat 


Cawaun — 

Baiiadun, the end of the Year 


10.000 — — . 

15.000 

2,78,000 — 

2,78,000 

2,78,000 — — 

2,78,000 

2,78,000 — — . 

2,78,000 — — ■ 

2,78,000 — - — 

2,78,000 — — 

2,78,000 — - — 
8,06,333 5 10 


Banaris Sicca Rupees 33,33,333 5 10 


tevi Ilf, ft of AlEn 1189 Fullullee, 
a wering to the 14th of September 1781. 


Xx 
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Numb. 3. 0 . 

KiObundce of the Sircar c/Banaris and Chonar, and the Mehals cf the Sirkar tf Jounpoor and 
Mahommcdabad, emd the Sirkar 0/Ghauzipoor, for the Tear 1 190 Fufluliee, and for ever. 

The Jummah, agreeable to the Papers —• 49)06,002 12 — 

Ihe Bazecaft or Kefumptions taken by the 
Sirkar from the Bauboos — — - 4,00,000 — • — 

53,06,002 12 — 

Deduct the new jaghcers and the Rozenadars ; 

jaghcer of Bencrani Pundit — — - 25,000 — — 

Jagheer of Bundoo Khan — — 2,000 

Jaghecr of Jagernaut Soobadar — — l,200 

Rcllored to the Rozenadars — — 3 ^>290 

61,496 — — 


Balance ■» 

52,44,506 12 — 

Dedud the Fxpcnces of Mehals Aumaunee, &c. &c. 

The Pxpenccs of Mehals Aumaunee — 41,119 6 10 

Maafy Maumooly — — 1^02, 598 8 10 

*> 43 » 7»7 — 

Deduft the Mehals of Kheiragur, of which the Maulgoozary is appropriated 
to the Sirkar of the Nabob Vizeer — — — 

51,00,788 13 — 

1,98, 0;6 14 — 

Balance 

49,02,741 15 — 

Deduft my Jaghecr and Monthly Salary, &c. with thofe of my Dependants : 
Half the Pergunnah of Bhuddovee 1,58,341 — — 

The Pergunnah of Mahaytch — 60,000 ■— — 

The Pergunnah of Scidpoor — — 54,000 — — . 

The Salary, and thole of my Dependants — 6,30,400 15 — 

9,02,741 15 — 

Balance Banaris Sicca Rupees — • 

40,00,000 — — - 


Month of Aflin 

— 

— 


2,90,000 ~ — 

Cautic 


— 


2,90,000 ~ — 

Augun 

— 


— 

2,90,000 

Poos 



— 

2,90,000 ~ 

Maug 

— 

— 

— 

2,90,000 — 

Phaugun 


— 

— 

2,90,000 — 

Choit 


_ 


2,90,000 

Byfaak 


— 

•— 

2,90,000 — 

jeheit 

— 

— 

— 

2,90,000 — 

Aifar 


— 

_ 

2,90,000 

Sawaun 




2,90,000 

Bahadun, 

which 

is the End of the Year, 

8,io,ooo 


Benaris Sicca Rupees 40,00,000 — - — 

Dated the id of Aflin 1189 Fufliillee, anfwering 
to the 14th of September 1781. 

Nom. 3. P. 

Agreement Rajah Mehipnarain Bchadre, for the Payment of the Arrears of the Year 1188 by the 

actual Collediuns. 

1 laving been ordered from the Prefence to toileiff and pay to the Sirkar whatever Balances 
remain of Cheit Sing’s Adminiilration to the End of the Year 1188 ; I therefore reprefent, that 
whatever 1 can collc^f of the Balances for the above Year, 1 will pay to the Sirkar. 
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Numb. 3. Q. 

Paper of Requcfts prefintti to the Governor General by Rajah Mehipnarain with the Governor 

General’s Atijwers annexed. 

The Reqoefts of Rajah Mehipnarain, to which he is hopeful that the Governor General’s Sig- 
nature may be affixed. “ 

firft Article. 

Of the Mint and Adaulut, &c. agreeably to the following Lift, whatever Part (hall be divided 
from my Bundobuft, 1 hope that the Receipts of that may be dedoded in the Maulgoozary : ift. 
The Mint. 2d, The Adaulut. 3d, The Fougedary. 4th, The Cutwalce of Banaiis. ,tli’ 
The Nekhaufs. 6th, The Brokerage from Strangers. 7th, The Talalhec. 8tb, The Khum- 
maur Khanali. 9th, The Duftoor upon Rings. 

Anfvver to the Firft Article. 

Of the Mint and Adaulut, &c. agreeably to the above Lift, whatever may be the Avera^'-c 
Receipts for the Five laft Years fliall be deduced in the Maulgoozary. But for the l ax upon 
Strangers, which out of Regard to the Welfare of the People and the Population of the Countiy 
I have annulled, you lhall have no Deduction. 

Second Article. 

Whatever may be granted from the Prefence* to the Zemeedars, &c. for their Support, I am 
hopeful may be dedudled in the Maulgoozary. 

Anfwer to the Second Article. 

The former Zemeedars and Pofleflbrs, who received Allowances and Support, and who were in 
Poflcflion to the End of laft Year, and who are not included in the Paper delivered to the Prefence, 
(hall be continued. Befidcs thefe, whatever further Allowance for Support may be made from the 
Prefence to any Zemcedar, See, lhall be deduced in the Maulgoozary. 

Third Article. 

Whatever may be the Expcnces on account of the Commiffions of Englilh Gentlemen, &c. I 
am unable to fupply them. On this Point I requeft your Orders. 

Anfwer to the Third Article. 

Whatever Article may be commiflloned, you lhall receive the Price of It; and befides fuch as 
lhall be required on the Company’s Account, there lhall be no CommiHions. 

Fourth Article. 

1 he Way that the Bundobuft of Affairs has been fettled is well known to the Prefence. In 
providing the Maulwajib of the Sirkar, wherever I may fee the Means of making an b.ncreafc of 
Prohr, I will make the Bundobuft accordingly. I am hopeful that no one may receive Indul- 
gences from the Prefence. 

Anfwer to the Fourth Article. 

Wherever you may fee the Means of making an Enercafe of Profit, you will make the Bun- 
tlobult accordingly. No one lhall receive Indulgences from the Prefence, 

Fiftli Article. 

I am hopeful that the Troops which lhall be appointed from the Prefence for the Protedlion 
of the Sirkar of Banaris, &c. may be llationed agreeably to my Requeft. 

Anfwer to the Fifth Article. 

Wherever Troops may be necelTary they lhall be ftationed. 

Sixth Article. 

Rcfpecling the Balances to the End of the Year 1188, during Cheit Sing’s Adminiftration, I 
nave been ordered from the Prefence to collcft and pay them to the Sirkar. I therefore reprefent, 
in.it whatever of the Balances for the above Year I can collcft, I will pay to the Sirkar. 

Anfwer to the Sixth Article. 

Agreed. 

Num. 4. A. 

Copy of a Letter from tbe Governor General to Colonel Muir, dated the i^tb 5/ Auguft 1781. 
To Colonel Muir, 

The Treachery of Rajah Cheit Sing has compelled me to retreat to this Place, where I wait to re- 
^ ^cc this Zcmccdary j a Work (I trull) ot no great DilHculty or Time. I have received a Letter 

liir if i-* Ip Allowances for this and hmiiar F.xpfflfiona tint fuiuble to our Idiom, but 

“tC' 4lly tranHated from (be Perfun Original. 


from 
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from you, mentioning that Sindia has t^Fcrcd Terms of Peace } I hereby give you full Powers, 
in the Name of the Governor General and Council, to conclude a Treaty with him on the following 
Inftru( 5 lions : I have fent you Credentials in Form*: 1 do not repeat them in this, on account cf 
the Dangers of the Road i but in cale of their Mifcarriage, this Letter muR ferve in their Stead. 
Aft accordingly, and 1 will ratify it. Agree with him, either for an Alliance of mutual Defence, 
or Neutrality. If he dcfircs to include the Pcalhwa, you may agree to a Treaty of Peace with the 
Pcalhwa, and an Alliance againR Hyder Ally Khan, and all common Enemies; or of Peace Amply, 
on the Conditions of relloring all that we have acquired during the War, except Ahmedabad, and 
the I'erritory conquered for Rajah Futteh Sing Gayewar, and the Fortrefs of Gwalliar, and Fort, 
and Territory of Lahar ; that we will never alTiR Kagonaut Row, nor interfere in his Concerns, nor 
admit him into our Forts or Faftorics; but we will not deliver him into the Hands of any one; 
let a Time be allowed him to repair to a Place of Security. We will yield what is ours, and what 
we can in Honour grant but we will never fulfer our Treaties to be infringed, nor our Faith to be 
violated. Relerve for us BalTeen if you can, even if it (hould be neceflary to yield in exchange for 
it, all the Lands obtained by the Treaty with Colonel Upton, except Salfett, and the other ceded 
Iflands, and the ceded Moiety of Baroach; but do not inlift on the Refervation of BalTeen to the 
Hindrance of Peace. We want nothing from them but their Alliance againR Hyder Ally Khan, and 
that we difpenfe with. Be careful that the Agreement do not contain any Thing hoRile to the 
Government of Berar, or hurtful to our Conneftion with it. Obtain the ReRoraiion of the Chun* 
dery Rajah, and fecure, as far as you may have the Means, the IntercRs of the Rajah of Nurwar, and 
any other Chiefs who have been aftive in our Caufe. Include the Ranah of Ghode, and Futteh 
Sine Gayewar in the Peace. To prevent future Provocations of HoRility, let it be agreed to ex- 
clude the French and all other European Nations from the Ports and Dominions of the Marattahs. 
If a Treaty has already taken place between General Goddard and ihc Marattah State, the prefent 
Treaty muR in fuch Cafe be void ; but you may aflurc Sindia that no Peace can or fliall be made 
to his Prejudice. Send, if you think proper, a confidential Perfon to Mahdajee Sindia. If he 
will engage on the above Terms, he muR conclude them now : I am making my final Arrange- 
ments, and if the Time is loR, a Treaty with him may be forever precluded by them. Obviate 
any Conclufions which he may draw from the prefent Scene; It regards mylclf pcrfonally, and my- 
felf at this Time but little. Cheit Sing, by the fudden Maflacre of fome of the. Sepoys of my 
Guard, which diminilhed it to the fmall Number of 400 Men, fliut up with me in the clofe Sub- 
urbs of Banaris, might have effefted my DcRruftion. I efcaped the Danger, and Troops are af- 
fembling daily, to which he can afford no Oppofition. While the Efleft of thtfc InRruftions is 
pairing to Sindia, the Rajah’s total Exclufion ought to be accomplilhed. I hope it will. 

Warren HaRings. 


Num. 4. B. 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to Colonel Muir; dated Chunar the loth of 

September 1781. 

To Colonel Muir. 

Sir, 

I have lately fent you Difpatches in Duplicate, containing InRruftions and full Powers for nego- 
tiating and concluding a Treaty of Peace with Mahdajee Sindia, either for himfelf feparately, or 
with a Refervation in favour of the Peafliwa, in cafe it Ihould be agreed to include him as a Party in 
the T reaty. 1 have fince received Intelligence that one of my Difpatches has been intercepted, and 
it is not unlikely that the other may meet with the fame Fate. I have alfo fent a fecond Letter, of 
the fame SubRance with the firR, but without Credentials. As the prefent Opportunity promifes 
a more fafe Conveyance, I now fend you a Duplicate of my laR Letter of- InRruftions, together 
with a more full and regular Commiffion than it was before in my Power to forward to you. 

I had YeRerday the Pleafure to receive your Letter of the 17th ultimo. The one which you 
mentiori to have written on the 13 th has not reached me; 1 imagine it has fallen into the Hands 
of Cheit Sing’s People. It is with great Satisfaftion I obferve, from the Deputation of Chimnajee 
Row, that Mahdajee Sindia has in fome Degree anticipated the Overtures of this Government, 
and that the general ExpreflTions of a Defire of Peace, ufed at his firR Interview with Mr. Ford, 
indicate a Dilpofiiion fo confonant with our own. If Sindia fliould urge the Return of your 
Detachment beyond the Boundaries of his Dominions, I lee no Objeftion to this Condition being 
granted ; on the contrary, 1 defire it. There can be no Ufe for the Continuance of the Detach- 
ment after Peace is concluded, nor will there be any Thing in the fmalleR Degree diftionourabic 
in agreeing to its Return. 

The Objefts of its Equipment were, to divert Mahdajee Sindia from the Operations on the 
other Side of India, or to withdraw him from the Alliance of the MiniRers of the Pcalhwa ; and 
thefe Objefts having been efiefted, its Return becomes a natural Confequence. 

We are under no Engagements to proteft the prefent Dominions of the King, nor thofe of 
Nudjiff Khan and the Rajah of Jaynagur; and it Peace is fettled betwixt Mahdajee Sindia and 
us, 1 do not defire that he Ihould be rcRrained in carrying into Execution any Plans which he may 


have 


4 


• See No. i. B. 
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have formed againft them j at the fame Time, I think it ncceflary to caution you atrainft inlcrtinr^ 
any Thing in the Treaty which may exprcfsly mark |jthcr our Knowledge ol his Views or Con- 
currence in them. It wil be fu^ient for us (and Smdia ought to be fatisficd with the 1 atitude 
implied in It), if he is on y reftriftcd in the Treaty from making Encroachmmis on our own Ter- 
ritories and thofe of our Allies, the Nabob V izecr, the Ranah ot Chodc, and Futtch Sint» Guvcwir • 
Forthefe, an exprels Provifion muft be made. He muft in direft Terms engage, that he will 
never invade, or in any refpeft moleit them, as we will in the fame Manner ttipufaic with refoeft 
to his Territories. In my Letter of the a9th ultimo, J inftrufted you to obtain the Relloration of 
the Chundery Rajah, and to fccure the interefts of the Rajah of Nm war, and any other Chiefs 
who have been aftive in our Caufe. This Subjea I muft now leave to your Dilcraion as it is 
not in my Power to fend you fuch explicit Inttrudions as I could have wiflicd, not having Accefs 
at prefent to your and Colonel Camac’s Letters, which p >ini out the Nature and Extent of our 
Conneftions with each of thefe Rajahs, and the Claims which their paft Services may have given 
them to our Protciftion. In difeufling their inttrefts, we muft make a Diftiniftion betwixt idtuil 
and implied EnMgements. No adual Engagements whatever exilt between us and any of* thcic 
Rajahs: Such of them however as have taken an aftive Part in our Caufe, are entitled to fomc 
Degree of Confideration. You who are on the Spot can beft judge of their Icvcral Merits and 
will attend to them as far as you may be able, without hindering the more important Obiefts of 
your Ncgociations. ■' 

It feems probable, that few Difficulties will arife in fettling a feparate Treaty with Mihdaif^ 

S* ^ Let it not be impeded or L 

tarded by the Obftacles which may occur in adjufting the more complicated Matters remaining in 
Difpute betwixt us and the Peaftiwa. A Peace with the one muft foon produce a Peace with the 
other. Let an Opening be left for it in the Treaty with Sindia, on the Terms I have men- 
tioned i and though thcic Terms comprehend in our Favour every Objeft which we could dcfire 
yet they are, on the whole, fo advantageous to the Pcafliwa, that I think his Minifters will ac- 
‘hem, rather than continue a precarious and cxpenfivc War, deprived of the Support 
and Afljftancc of Mahdajce Sindia. 

It will be neceflary to ftipulate, that in cafe they lhall not accede to the propofed Terms of 
Peace, Mahdajee Sindia ffiall not, dircftly or indireftly, affift them, or fulFcr any of his Tri- 
butaries or Subjefts to affift them, with Men, or Money, or Arms, or any other Means of car- 
rying on the War againft us. 

This muft either be exprcfsly ftipulatcd, or fo clearly and ftrongly implied, that no Doubt fliall 
remain regarding it. o / r » man 

In the Event of a Peace being fettled with the Pealhwa, it will perhaps be thought proper to 
recal General Goddard s Detachment, and their beft Koutc lies through Mahdajce Sindia’s 
Territories. With a View to fuch an Event, you will ftipulate with Mahdajce Sindia, th.it he 

lhall allow them a free Paffage, and affift them in procuring Provifions and other Neceflarics on 
tne Koad, 

I cnclofe a Letter which I have written to Sindia, informing him of the Powers which I have 
delegated to you, and dcfire that you will urge him to an immediate Dccifion on the Propofitions 
which you have to make to him. Inform him, that any Delay or Evafion on his Part Ly nre- 
cludc an Accommodate for ever j and that by your Anfwcrs 1 lhall be regulated in entering into 
another Plan of Conncaions, which will not only prove an infupcrabic Bar to the Views he has at 
prelent formed on the Northern Provinces, but draw fuch a powerful Attack on his own Terri- 
tones as mud infallibly end in his Expulfion and Ruin. 

Conclufion and Execution of the leparatc Treaty with Mahdajce Sindia, he Ihould 
delire to promote a Peace between us and the Pealhwa, I will appoint a Perfon with full Powers to 
negocatc tlft fame, through the Channel of his Introdudion aSd Mediation 

1 am, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


Nvm. 4. C. 

Extras tf/ a Letter from the Governor General to the Governor General and Council ; dated 

Idzami the lid of OSiohcT 1781. 

exprefled my Approval of the Orders fent to Bombay, and to Brigadier General 
th.. l\/rr * *8*i**ll * Pl*t* of offenfive Operations, and an Augmentation of 

is Eftabliffiment on that Coaft. The Reafoning in favour of an Incrcafe of their Army 

3 J * * overfet by their own Confeilion of an Inability to maintain what they have already ; 

““J*® ' ‘ Plan of offenfive Operations recom- 

lU r ^ k ^ generally againft it, not being able to difeover to what ufcful Objcift it can tend, 
^ It What K may, this Government has no Objed but a Peace; we haVc acquired all that we 
tha^ All forced into the War, and we have offered to part with a large Share of 

d..rc f ’ n • t 1 “t" influenced by ftill further Reafons for approving of the Or- 

*^•'* *0 Brigadier General Goddard; and thefe I (hall now recite, firft making an Apology to 
Drn.,n?f 1 living befotc given them public Information of the Fafts on which they were 

B nded. I alluded to them diftantly in an official Letter which 1 wrote to Mr. Whcler from 

Y y Chunar ; 
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Chunar; but from a Fear of its being intercepted, it was expreilcd with fo much Caution, that I 
fear my Meaning may not have been exa«fyy underftood. In a private Letter, which I have fince 
written to Mr. Whelcr, I have been more explicit, and fliall be obliged to him, if he will be 
plcafecl to lay betore the Board, and record on their Proceedings, fuch Part of it as relates to the 

Subjeft. 

I was made to underftand, by a Letter which I received from Colonel Muir, and by diftanc 
Advances made to me after my firft Arrival at this Place, that Mahdajee Sindia was very defirous 
of a Peace, His Wilhes coinciding with thole of our Government, I fe.it Orders to Colonel 
Muir to negociatc, and full Powers ty conclude, a feparatc Peace with him ; accompanied by In- 
fli unions for the Colonel’s Guidance, in fixing the Conditions of it. As thefe appear to be the 
Orders on which a Treaty has fmee been prepared, I tranfmit a Copy of them enclofed for the In- 
formation of ihe Board, together with a Copy of my Credentials to Colonel Muir. They were 
both drawn up to go in the fmalleft Compafs poffiblc, on account of the Danger to which our 
Letters were expolcd at that Period. Soon after i had difpatched thefe Orders, and before they 
could reach Colonel Muir, 1 received from him a Communication of his Correfpondence with 
Sindia with rcl'pcrt to the Conditions of a Peace j and was happy to find by it, that the Con- 
ditions to which Sindia would agree, were, except in very trivial Inllances, the fame as thofe which 
1 had eni[)Owcred Colonel Muir to yield. 

I have the Honour to tranfmit inclofed, for the Information of the Board, a Tranllation of the 
Propofals made to Colonel Muir by Sindia’s Dewan, on the Part of his Mailer ■, a Copy of my 
Keplies, and of a Letter which I wrote with them to Colonel Muir on the nth ultimo. A 
'I’rucc had been rcl'pedlively agreed on between the Two Commanders, and my Inllrudlions to 
Colonel Muir fortunately reached him before the limited Period of it was expired. I have been 
for fomc I'ime in hourly Kxpeftation of hearing that the Treaty was concluded, having had the 
Satisfa^lion to learn from Colonel Muir, that neither the Aifts of Cheit Sing, nor the worft State 
of our Atfairs in this Country, even in the moll exaggerated Accounts of them, appear to have 
aflcilcd the amicable Difpofition of the Marattah Chief j but as it will alford the Board fomc 
Plealure to know what Progrefs Colonel Muir has made, I have the Honour to fubjoin an Ex- 
tra£l of the lall Letter which I received from him, under Date the 6 th Inllant. — “ The Treaty 

is at lall fairly made out, and is this Day tranfmitted to Sindia for his Approbation. To- 
“ morrow it will be returned, and if approved, Captain Ford will be difpatched to his Camp 
“ to lire his Signature and Seal affixed •, after which Interim, 1 lhall be able to write you fully 
“ on every Part of the important Charge intrulled to my Management.”— To this Information 
I beg the Board’s Permiflion to add an Extrail of a private L.ctter received from Colonel Muir’s 
Camp, of a Hill later Date.— “ Leflai, i ith of Oilober lyHi. The Treaty is ready, and Ford is 
“ to let out this Morning for the Marattah Camp to have it executed by the Patccl*, as he has 
“ already approved of the Articles in it.” 

The Board will obferve in Sindia’s Propofals for a feparate Peace, that he promifes his Inter- 
pofition at Poona, for clFeiling a general Peace with the Marattah State •, and as in fuch Event it 
will be ncceflary to take fomc further Steps for Iccuring Succefs to fo dcfirablc an Objeit, 1 lhall 
loon have occafion to addrefs the Board again on tSis impoitant Subjcil. 

Num. 4. D. 

Copy 0/ a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the i^th of November 1781 , refpe£l- 
ing the /ippeintment of Meflis. Anderfon and Chapman. 

To Edward Whelcr, and John M‘Pherfon, Efqrs, Members of the Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the Honour to tranfmit to you Copies of my Inllruftions fcverally delivered to Mr. 
Andcrlon and Mr. Chapman ; the former deputed to Mahdajee Sindia, and the latter to Naugpoor, 
Both arc fo conlonant to your Wilhes, and to the Command- of our Honourable Superiors, that 
they will need no Comment or Explanation j unlcfs it lhall appear, that the Miffion of Mr. Chap- 
man is rather ollcnfiblc than real, little being given him in Charge, but to preferve the Friendlhip 
iinimpaiied between the Government to which he is deputed and ours. IneffieA, the Advantages 
propofed by it are rather contingent, than fuch as could be preferibed as determined Objcdls ■, 
an Attention was ncceflary to an ancient and approved Friend of our Government, on the Occafion 
of our availing ouiiclves of a diiferent Influence. I have judged it necclTary to provide for a new 
Channel of Cqrrcrpondence with that Government itfclf, having loft that on which I had hitherto 
placed a confident and elicdlual Reliance, in the Dewan Dewaugur Pundit. But my principal 
1 lope from this Deputation is, that it may prove the Means of quickening the Conclufion of the 
Peace with the Marattali State, by making it an Objefl of Competition to the Two moll power- 
ful Members of it. It is not the profelTed Objedl of Mr. Chapman’s public Credentials, and 
therefore not liable to any juft Grounds of Jcaloufy in Mahdajee Sindia j but from my Experience 
of the general Tenor of the Policy of the late Dewan, which the Veneration paid to his Judgment, 
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efpccially by tiie Rajah himfcif, will continue to make the Rule of the prefent Adminiftration or 
whatever may decidedly fucceed to his, I have no Doul* that either the Rajah will endcavoui^ to 
counteraft our Endeavours to obtain a Peace, that we may ultimately have kccoiirl'c to him for 
effcains it I or that he will himlclf precipitate it, if he fees it likely to be accomplilhed by an- 
other, that he may have the foie Merit of it, and preferve his Conlequcncc with both Parties bv 
having been the fuccefsful Mediator between uS. You will obferve, that I have lufficiently Guarded 
Mr. Chapmans Indrudions againft the Polubility of their clafliing with Mr. Anderfon’s “ 

I am certain that Mr. Chapman will think it no Degradation to aft under the Controul of Mr 
Anderfon, for whofc Abilities he entertains a very high and deferved Refpeft. 

Mr. Anderfon left Banaris, to proceed on his Deputation^ on the 5th of this Month, and Mr 
Chapman on the 17th: The former accompanied by his Brother. Lieutenant Anderfon, whom I 
appointed his Afliftant, granting him the Allowance ufually annexed to fuch Office* and by Puf 
fuzzul Hooflain Khan, a Native of the firft Abilities in Indoftan, who had been employed by me 
under Major Palmer, during his Deputation to the Ranah of Ghode, and had rendered material 
Services to our Government, and who I knew would be very ufeful to Mr. Anderfon in his Nceo- 
ciatioDS, from the Charaftcr which he bears throughout the County for his Integrity and Know- 
ledge : His Salary I fixed at a Thoufand Rupees per Month. Mr. Chapman is accompanied bv 
Mr. John White, whom I have appointed his Affiftant, with the fame Allowance that is r^iven to 
Lieutenant Anderfon } and as the Service on which he is employed is merely temporary Tlliould 
hope that the Offices which he holds in Calcutta will not be confidered as vacated by this’ Appoint 
ment. Mr. Anderfon is authorized by me to draw the fame Allowances that were given Colonel 
Upton, when appointed to the Court of Poona ; and Mr. Chapman the fame that arc niven to 
Mr. Anderfon. “ 

I rcquclt the Board will be plcafed to communicate to Mr. Anderfon any Orders which they have 
lately fent, or may hereafter fend, to Brigadier General Goddard, that may be ncccflary for his In- 
formation. or any Inftruftions given to our Rcfidcnt at the Court of Hydrabad, refpefting the 
Nazim’s Mediation of Peace between us and the Marattahs, that the whole Subjeft may be com- 
pletely before him. ^ 

Colonel Muir having been unable yet to furnilh me with the Particulars of the late Negociation 
with Mahdajee Sindia, by reafon, as his laft Letters mention, of the dangerous and continued 
Sicknefs of Captain Ford, to whom he had committed the Execution of that Bufinefs ; and hav- 
mg tranfmitted to me the Perfian Copy of the Treaty, I have the Honour to forward the fame 
tor your prefent Information. 


Chunar, 

25ih of November 1781, 


I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

Warren Hading', 


iVi’M. E. 

Tranflation e/ the Treaty ccficluded Ij Cclonel Muir with Mahdajee Sindia on iht lath Oftober 
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Ireaty conclude* : , ^ i.mei Mu.i oi; liic Part of the Englifh Company, 
and Maho liajah Subadar iVladho Row, on his own Part. 

Mr. Warren Hastings, G" ernor General of Bengal, in virtue of the Powers vclted in him 
Oy the Governor General and Council of Bengal, having fully empowered Colonci'Muir to Icttlc 
a J reaty ot Peace between the \.aha Rajah and the Company in this Manner, That whatever 
( Company, ffiall be binding on the faid Governor General and 

Goancili and the Maha Rajah and the Colonel being both dcfirous of a Peace, have concluded 
one on the following Terms : 

A TicLE I. Peace and Friendffiip being folidly cdablilhed between both Parties, each will 
rernam to their Agreement. 

\ Within the Space of Eight Days from the fcaling of the Treaty by both P.irties, 
oth Armies fhall at one Time begin their March. Colonel Muir with his Camp ffiall return to 
e Icrritory of the Nabob Vizeer, and the Maha Rajah with his Army to his own Country. 

VK, if approved, the Maha Rajah will mediate a Peace with Hydcr Ally 

Sr I ‘ , Company, and alfo a Peace between the Peaffiwa and the Company: If Peace 
aA ac Jk ^ oonrcquencc, it is well ; if not, the Engliffi Gentlemen arc left at Liberty to 

they p -afe, and the Maha Rajah will give no Interruption, 

f** i-® 4 * Colonel Muir reftores to the Maha Rajah the Territories belonging to him on this 
of which the Company have poffcfled thcmfeivcs ; and the Maha Rajah agrees 
in h' p'lr m Country of Lokc*indcr Ranah Chetter Sing Behadre, or Gwalliar, which is now 
ifA ‘^®on, or the Territory of Mehip Rajah Ram Sing Jug-inder Behadre, now alfo fub-* 
j im, provided he (the faid RanahJ ffiall not behave improperly. 

f I*® Maha Rajah will reftore Ram Chunder, Rajah of Chundery, now under the 
M k 5 " 'o Government, and will make no Demand on him whatever ; 

aha Rajah will take the Whole of the faid Rajah’s Country from his treacherous Dewan, 

Radjyo 


c- 
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Dchir. _ 

The above Articles arc ratified by the Seals and Signature of Col. Muir on the Part of the 
Company, and the Maha Rajah on his own Part, on the 13th of Oftober 1781, anfwcnlig to the 

24th of Showal 1195 Higcrah. 

Nom, 4. F. 

Copy of the Inftruaions to Mr. Anderfon on the a/ November 1781. 

Mr. David Anderfon, 

Sir 

Having already delegated to you by a formal Commifllon the full Powers and Authwity vetted 
in me b^hc Governor General and Council, for the Purpofe of negoctating and finally con- 
cluding a Treaty of Peace and Alliance between the Company and the Maratuh State, and rc- 
noling the firmed Reliance on your Abilities and Integrity, I recommend to your attentive CoDfi- 
dcration and Obfcrvancc the following Inftruaions, for the eaficr and more effeftual Attammcnt 
of the great Objeft of your Deputation, and other Purpofes dependant upon or connected with it. 

The Fcace lately concluded between our Government and Mahdajce Sindia opens a fair Pro- 
fneft for the Succefs of your Miffion, by the Offer which that. Chief has made to interpofe his 
friendly Offices at Poona for an equitable Accommodation. The great Credit and Influence which 
Sindia pofieffes in the Marattah State, leaves no Room for Apprehenfion that his Endeavours will 
prove incffcdual, if he exerts them finccrcly and heartily. 

It is therefore with a View to difpofc him more ftrongly to our intcrefts, that I dcfire you to repair 
fo him, to give him the ftrongeft Affuranccs of my pcrfonal Etteem and Friendlhip, and of my Dc- 
fire to cultivate and improve the Conneftion which has lately been formed between us. The 
moft cffcAual Means of accomplifhing thefe Purpofes, would be a perfonal Interview between 
Sindia and myfelf and I defire that you will endeavour to draw from him his Sentiments con- 
cerning it, and advife it, if you find him difpofed to it, but do not abruptly or formally demand 
it. Should he be equally inclined to meet me, you may prr^fe Ajlahabad or Khanpoor as the 
Rendezvous ; but if neither of thofc Places Ihould fuit his Convenience, I will go to Etawa, or 
any other Place on the Banks of the Jumnah, that you may judge my Time will admit of. If 
Sindia ftiould either decline an Interview altogether, or not afford you a proper Encouragement 
to recommend it, it mutt then rett entirely with you to effcA my Views, which arc as follows ; 
lirft, obtain, through the Mediation of Sindia, and in Concert with his Agent, if be fliall think 
proper to depute one for that Purpofe, a Treaty of Peace and Alliance, offenfivc and defenfive, 
with the Pealhwa, againtt all common Enemies, but cfpecially againtt Hyder Ally Khan j or of 
Peace fimply on the Condition of rettoring all that we have acquired during the War, except 
Ahmedabad, and the Territory conquered for Futtch Sing Guiewar. 

Wc cannot totally abandon the Intcrefts of Ragonaut Row; endeavour to obtain for him an 
adequate Provifion on the Conditions preferibed in General Goddard’s Inftruftions. 

You may confent to, yield what is ours, and what we can in Honour grant ; but we will ne- 
ver fuffer our Treaties to be infringed, nor our Faith to be violated. You will of courfe be 
attentive to any Engagements fubfifting between us and other Powers, in fettling the Terms of 
Peace and Alliance with the Marattahs. I except from this Precaution the Ranah of Ghodc, 
who has been guilty of the moft flagrant Breach of Faith towards us in every Inftance, after a 
moft faithful and fcropulous Performance of every Stipulation in his Favour by us, and after wc 
have faved him and his Country from certain Dcftrudlion. Leave him to fettle his own Affairs 
with the Marattahs : Colonel Muir will give you complete Intelligence concerning the Ranah ’s 
Conduft, and from this you will judge whether he is worthy of being any longer confidcrcd as 
our Ally. 

Rclervc Baffecn if you can, even though it fhould be with the ConcefTion of reftoring all the 
Lands obtained by the I’reaty with Colonel Upton, except Salfett, and the ceded I flands, and the 
ceded Moiety of Baroach i but do not infift on the Refervation of Baffecn, to the Hindrance 
of Peace. Wc want nothing from the Marattahs but their Alliance againtt Hyder Ally Khan, 
and that wc difpcnlc with, as the Effcft of a pofuive Engagement to which they cannot perhaps 
in Decency agree, although they may be dcfirous of availing themfclvcs of any Pretext which 
may lead to it without a direft Breach of their public Faith. 

Be careful that your Engagements do not contain any Thing hoftilc to the Government of Berar, 
or hurtful to our Conneftion with it. 

Include Futtch Sing Guiewar in the Peace, according to the Treaty concluded with him, of 
which you have a Copy. 

Obtain the Exclufion of the French, and all other European Nations, from the Alliance, and 
liom the Ports and Dominions of the Marattahs. 

Itmuft be a principal Objcdl of your Attention to prevail upon the Marattah Government to in- 
vade tlic Dominions of Hyder Ally Khan. They will not enter into public Engagements for that 

Purpofe, 
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P roofc as they are at prefent in Alliance with him*, but Pretexts will not be wanting, when they 
(ballDerceive the Facility of making Conquefts upon him. • 

Endeavour to intereft Sindia in all thefe Views with the Adminlftration at Poona, and to en- 
him feparately, or with Tuckoojee Hoolcar, into clofer Connexions with our Government by 
Te ProfpeXs of mutual Advantage. I leave a large Latitude in this Inftruftion to your Difcre- 
* on know my Views, which are for prefent Peace and future Security. Purfue and agree 
lo whatever may promote thefe Views. RejeX and fhun whatever may obftruX them, and cfpe- 
cially fuch as may draw us into a new Scene of Hoailities. 

Wait upon Colonel Muir in his Camp at Etawa, before you proceed to Sindia, and obtain from 
him every Information and Advice which can be ufcful in your Negociations with that Chief. 

Since your Departure, Rajah Moodajee Boofla has requeaed, that a Gentleman in my Confi- 
dence might attend him, as the Agent of our Government, at his Court-, and I have given this 
Commillion to Mr. Chapman. I lend you a Copy of his InaruXions. You will furniOt him with 
luch Communications and Orders from Time to Time, as you may judge will tend to promote 
the Succefs of your Negociations. 

Banaris, * 

the 4th of November 1781. Warren Haaings. 


Nvm. 4. G. 

Copy of the InfiruXions to Mr. Chapman on the iith e/November 1781. 

To Charles Ch-pman, Efquire. 

Tife Rajah of Berar having expreffed a Dcfire, that an Englilh Gentleman in my Confidence 
may be fent to his Court, I have thought proper to comply with his Rcqpca and depute you 
thereto accordingly. Your Credentials are inclofed. 

You are to confider the firft ObjeX of your Commiflion to be, to ftrengthen and cncrcafe the 
Friendlhip and Alliance virtually fubfifting between the Company and the Berar Government. 
You will be furnilhed by the Secretary at the Prcfidency with Copies of all the Papers that 
arc material to your Information refpeXing the Relation in which the two Governments ftand to 
one another -, and the Perfian Tranflator has Orders to give you Copies of fuch Part of the Corre- 
fpondcnce between them as you may require. 

Should any Circumftances occur that may prefent a favourable Opportunity to the Rajah to aX 
ofFenfivcly againft Hyder Ally, and he or his Minifters (hould flicw a Difpofition to employ the 
Berar Forces in doing fo, you will encourage it, and acquaint the Board with any rcafonable Con- 
ditions on which fuch Aid may be proffered. 

The indecifivc ConduX of the Berar Government, fubfequent to its Offer of Mediation and 
Guarantee of a Peace between the Company and Marattah State, having thrown the Credit and 
Honour of fuch Interference into other Channels, you can now only accept of the Affiftance which 
the Rajah’s Influence, as a Member of the Marattah State, may enable him to afford, for effeXing 
a fpeedy Termination of the War, unlcfs the other Members of the Marattah State fhould reouirc 
or approve his Guarantee, of which you will be advifed by Mr, Andcrfbn : And on this, and on 
every other Occafion which may rclult from his Negociations, you will aX conformably to his 
Advice and Requifition. 

Should the Rajah, as he declares his Intention to be, pay a Vifit to Poona, and invite you to ac- 
company him, you will comply with his Defire but as Mr. Anderfon has been deputed by this 
Government with full Powers to conclude a Treaty of Peace with the Marattah State, you are on 
no Account to enter upon any Negociation but at his exprefs Requifition •, and you are.in every Re- 
fpeX to confider yourfelf as fubordinate to him, and to promote the ObjeX which he has been ap- 
pointed to accomplifh. 

In this Qualification of your Powers, 1 know that 1 conform to your own Wifhesj but fhould 
any unforefecn Accident happen to Mr. Anderfon, that will prevent him from being prefent at 
an Aflembly of the efficient Members of the Marattah State, or otherwife aXing on the Orders 
given him, and hc‘ fhall write to you to that EffeX, and you yourfelf be on the Spot, and 
find them difpofed to accommodate their Difputes with the Company, the Powers entrufted to 
Mr. Anderfon are in fuch Cafes to devolve on you, and you will aX in conformity to his 
InfiruXions, a Copy of which is given to you enclofed, and to fuch further InftruXions as he fhall 
give you. 

Mr. John White is appointed your Afliftant in this Droutation, and he and yourfelf are autht^ 
rifed to draw the fixed Allowances ufually pven to Perfons employed in your refpeXive Capaci- 
ties. 

I am, See. 

Warren Hafiings. 4- 


Z z 


Banaris, 

lath November 1781. 
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0 Nvm. 5. 

Letter ti the Governor General and Council, dated the tnd of November 1791, re^eShfg the new 
Regttlatim far the Odkffien ef the Cnftms mtbk the Zetnecdaty »f ^aris. 

To Edward Wheler and John M*Pherfon Efqaires, Member! of the Council of Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 

The Mode of coIleAing the Cuftoms on Merchandize pading through this Province, being 
attended with much AbuK, and the Rates unequal, being proportioned to the Load, not to the 
Value of the Goods •, I have ifliied Orders that the Cuftoms (hail be hereafter collcded only at 
Three Stations } namely, Mirzapoor, Banaris, and Ghauzipoor, by appointed Officers inftead of 
Farmers, and according to a new Tabk of Rates formed on the ordinary Prices of the Goods; 
the Duty to be levied thereon at the Rate of 5 per Cent, and in one linale Payment. 

Inclofed are Copies of my Orders to the Rajah, and to the Refident, and of the Table of 
Rates. 

I have the Honour to be, ^c. &c. 

Chunargur, Warren Haftings. 

the 2 zd of November 1781. 


Nvm. 6. 

Letter from the Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer, eontaining a Relation ef the Rehllion in 

Gooruckpoor, &c. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

When I had laft the Honour of feeing you, I more than once urged my Reafons ft>r thinking 
that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing was but a Part of a larger and more extenfive Plan, which 
was, by the good Fortune of your Arrival, prematurely brought forward before all the Parties to 
it were united and properly prepared for ARion. In fupport of this Belief, and to prove that I 
am far from being Tingle in the Efpoufal of it, I beg leave to trouble you with feme Extrafls 
from the Letters I received from Colonel Hannay, written from the Tinlie of the Grit breaking out 
of the Rebellion to my Return to Lucknow. His Situation for obtaining the Knowledge he im- 
parts, his Experience, and his Judgment to guide what he advances, mult make his Sentimenu 
of Weight and Authority. 

In his Letter of the 8th of September from Fyzabad, fcarcely Ten Days after he had fet about 
obeying the Nabob Vizeer’s Orders to march witn hiS Force to your Affiftance, he writes, « That 
«* the whole Country on the Ball Side of the Gogra was in Arms and Rebellion ; his oWn Troops 
deftrtinff, and the Angle Companies Itarccly able to join other Detachments ; the Forts of 
Gooruckpoor, Bilma, and Dumreeaguiige, taken from the Aumils by the Zemeedars ; and 
“ that even Hircaitahs cannot pafs ; fo that all Communication of Intelligence from his other 
** Detachments under Major M'^Donald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, was cut 
“ off, and at an End.” He adds, “ This Town (Fyzabad) has more the Appearance of belong- 
“ ing m Cheit Sing than the Vizeer. The Begums have placed Guards to prevent any of my 
“ People going to the Bazar in it. Within thefe few Days Sheakh Chaan, with near 1000 Horfc 
“ and Foot, has miuched from hence to Banaris (they were raifed here) ; and I muft confefs, 
“ that for my own Part I have no Doubt but jewar Ally Khan and Bchar Ally Khan, through 
“ their Agents, have ftirted up alt the Difturbances which extend from hence to Powey and 
“ Azeemgur. 1 have fent Hootaus Roy to the BegUm, to enquire into the Reafon of my 
“ People being prevented from going into the Town, Cheit Sing’s being fuffered to raife Troops 
“ here, and Why her Servants attempted to prevent my getting Boats to tranfport the Company’s 
“ Gulls and Horlb from Amora. I have alio dellred flie will give Orders for feizing the Family 
“ of Sheakh Chaan (above mentioned) } and when HoolausRoy returns, 1 will write you her 
AnfWet. Ih Kheirabid, Sylack, and all the Country on the (Weft) Side of the Gogra, be- 
“ tWeen Fyzabad and Kheitabad fiud-amly • in Pclfe^ion ; the Aumils flying before the Gong- 
“ wars, and Cannon Grihg at all Hours. Cheit Sing has fent Money to Futtch Shah, Ghinoo 
“ Roy, Ajeetmuil, Zalim oing, and all the refractory Rajahs, to enable them to raife Men. — I this 
« Moment received Gordon’s Account of the Lofs of his Detachment, which puts my March to 
“ join you Odt of the Queftion. It hapMned by the Villany of the Fougedar of Tanda, Shum- 
" fheer Khan, a Cheelah of Behar Ally Khan, who turned his Guns upon the Detachment ; and 
“ an unfordable Nullah in Front, and many Tboufands of Rajepoots, who had fought them all 
the Way from Chowra Ghaut, made the ^poys defpair. Zalim Sing and Puttypaul Sing mean 
• to attack M‘Donald To-morrow, with aioo Men. Behar Ally Khan defervciDeath, as the Lofs 
“ of Gordon’s Detachment can only be imputed to him. His Cheelah would never have aded 
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« (b danxriiig i Part irftftout Ordws fiwn him. Jcwtr Ally Khan, in ihe Choke of Fyzabad, 
« ifks fv«ry Whm who hews tho /bpearance of a SbMier, why he goes not to Cheit Sing for 
•» Sertice. I mention theft Circumflancei, that you may mention them to Mr. Haftings, and the 
•• Nahob, and the oecei&ry Steps be immediately taken to prevent what Delay will render a very 
“ ferious Matter. A few Days more wiB lead the Ferment which is here to Locknow. If the 
“ Nabob infifts upon my proceeding, I muft bring, every body with me, for whoever is left be- 
hind will be fMrificed.” 

On the 7th of September Captain Williams writes, « Upon ray Arrival here 1 found that Parc 
“ of Futteh Shah’s, Ghino Roy’s, and Ajeetmull’s People, had croffed to Manjowlav. They have 
“ been urged to this Step by Cheit Sing, who has fupplied them with a confideVablc Sum of 
« Money, and promifed them great Sums, if they will put the whole Country into Confufion t 
“ 5000 Men are on the oppofitc Side of the River ready to crofs j Futteh Shah has written to all 
“ his Adherents to be in Arms t SeaJut Alfy and tie Btgms are concerned deeply in the late Bu- 
“ finefs.” In a fubfiniucnt Letter, received imnwdiately after the above, but without Date, Co- 
lonel Hannay lays : “ 1 have before told you how violently the Begum’s People inflame the pre- 
“ fcnt Difturbaacest and, io Addition to this, the principal Zemeedars and Rajahs have all Certi- 
“ ficatesy unuer the Seal of Cheit Sing, that he will fupply them with whatever Money they may 
« fequire for fubfifting nil the Troops they can raife. In a very fliort Time I apprehend the 
“ greaceft Part of the Nabob’s Dominions will be in the State we are in here t and it is the gc- 
neral Belief of every Mao in this Part of the Country, that the Conduft I have related is a 
“ concerted Plan for the Extirpation of the Englifh. What may be the Situation of the reft of 
“ the Nabob’s Dominions I know not} but it is moft certain, that from Goonda to Manjcc, 
“ and from Fyzabad to the Banaris Diftrifl, and acrofs from the Gogra to the Ganges, the Coun- 
“ try is in the utmoft Ferment. Should the prefent Difturbanecs proceed from a Plan of Policy, 
“ it will be concealed from you as much as poffible, and therefore I take all poffible Means of 
« communicating to you what I really know to be 1 know not whether the Dawks pafs 
“ freely from you to Lucknow } but if they do not, and no Meafure is immediately taken to bring 
“ about Order, and draw the Troops together, we may be deprived of all poflible Means of affift- 
“ ing one another, and the Army loft by detached Regiments. We have no Communication 
“ with Bengal, and the Troops on this Side Banaris are at prefent too much feparated to yield one 
“ another timely AiSftance. I hope to God a fuflicieDt Force is or^red for the ReduiSlion of 
“ Cheit Sing } for tie PttfU who are daily fent to htm, Horfe and Foot, from Fyzabad^ and the Scat 
“ of Rebellion I have before named, is very great.” 

In his next of the 13th he fays, “ It is impoiSbIe, in the general Infurreffion which now reigns 
“ almoft univerfally, for me to get the Force together the Nabob demanded, or to force my Way 
« to you with a lefs. The greateft Anarchy prevails. The prefent Infurreftion is faid, and be- 
“ lieved, to be with an Intention to expel the Englifli. I am compelled to give up all the Country 
“ below Goonda, Be upon your guard againft the Vizeer, for there are many Circumftances 
“ to make me believe he means to efpoufe the Cauft of Clwit Sing; the Begums have almojl item- 
“ felves recruited for him.” 

In his next Letter of the iBth he fays, “ If you meet but with a Check at Banaris, every Man 
“ in il» Country is ready to fall upon your fcatccrcd Parties.”—” The State of the Vizecr’s Do- 
“ minions is in general beyond Defeription > the Infurrefiion is not partial, but generally fpread 
” throughout the whole, though it rages moft violently in the Mehals of Sultsnpoor, the Mehals 
•i V *** Fyzabad to the Banaris Country, the Mehals on this (Eaft) Side of the Gogra, and in 
“ Koonry, Kheirabad, and Sylackj and if I may truft to the Information 1 receive, it is already 
“ begun, and will foon rage as violently, in Shajehanpoor, Rohilcund, Kora, and the Doaub. 
!' * “d repeatedly informed you of the Difpofitions of thofe in Power in Fyzabad, 

‘ which has in fa£t been one of the great Sources of the Infurredion, and the Place of all others 
,, !|1 Vizeer’s Dominions which has fupplied Cheit Sing with the greateft Number of Troops. 
‘ The old Begum does, in the moft open and violent Manner, fupport Cheit Sing’s Rebellion 
and the Inforreftion } and the Nabob’s Mother’s accurftd Eunuchs are not lefs ioauftrious than 
mote of the Burra Begum, Capital Examples made of Jewaur Ally Khan and &har Ally 
Khan woujd, I am perfuaded, have the very beft Efieft.”— -On the aoth he fays, after re ftating 
his own imminent Danger, ** 1 have already written you fo fully my Reafons of being convinced 
ot the Treachery praclifed at Fyzabad, and which, I am afraid, extends to your Camp, that 1 
Tu -r **1? Sulqeft;” and again mentSoM the general Inforreflioa. 

1 he T^h of theft PoGtions 1 found mote folly proved upon my Return, but obftrved in par- 
u^culir, that the moft vigoriHis Effort were limited to the Jagheerdars, among whom the Begums, 
wyaullah Khan, and Luttaufot Aliy Khan, diftinguilhed tncmialvee. However, the Nabob's 
Keturn, the Viflories gained by the Troops with ywi in the loiri Reduft'ioB of Cheit Sing'a 
t^ountry, and the March of the Two Regimcatt worn Khaunpoor to our Ai&ftance here, have 
unitedly contributed to reftore Matters nearly to their ufoal Tranquillity. The Example moft 
nectlfary to be made of the Two aflive and turbulent Eunuchs, mentioned by Colonel Hannay, 
emains yrt to be done, as well as of a Villain now in Conflnemenr, who had aflembled 5000 
^ ongwars for the avowed Purpofe of refeuing Two principal State Prifoners from their Confine- 
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ment with the Nabob, and, at it is univcrfally believed, to make an Attempt upon the Treafury, 
for which he had fixed the Day of the Duffarah j but was moft happily deteded, feized only a 
Day before by the Vigilance of the Cutwal, and the Fad proved by Papers found in his Houle. 
Unlcfs Spirits of this Sort be controuled, the word of Confcquenccs may be expeded from the 
Negled, Ihould (which God avert!) any frelh Opportunities occur. 

1 have the Honour to be, with Refped, &c. &c. 
Lucknow, Nath. Middleton, 

the 17th of September 1781. 


Nom. 7. A. 

Tranflation of a Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemeedary of Banaris, &c. ly the 

Governor General and Council. 

Be it known to the Muttafuddies in Office, prefent and to come, Caunoongoes, Mekuddums, 
Keyots, Cultivators, and to all the Inhabitants and People refident and belonging to Sircar Ba- 
naris, Ghauzipoor, and Chunar, in the Soobah of Illahabad, That whereas by virtue of a 
Treaty with the Nabob Aflbf-ud-Dowla, concluded on the 40th of Rubby-uUAuwul 1189 Higc- 
rah, or 2 id of May 1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Sircars above-mentioned Save 
been ceded to the Honourable Fad India Company, from the 4th of Jemaudy-ul-Auwul 1189 
l ligerah, or 4th July 1775: The faid Ead India Company therefore, in virtue of the Rights 
thereby obtained, do confirm unto Rajah Cheit Sing the Zemeedary, Aumeenee, and Fougedaree 
of the Sircars, agreeably to the Zimmen *, together with the Cutwallees of Jounpoor and Ba- 
naris, and the Mint of Banaris, from the faid Date t whatever Gold and Silver lhall be coined 
in the Mint, the faid Rajah (hall coin conformably to his Mochulka. He is not to be in the 
fmalled Particular remifs in the Obfervation and Execution of the feveral Duties incumbent on 
him •, he is to behave with Moderation and Kindnefs to the Reyots and People, to promote the 
Cultivation and Increafe of the Inhabitants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling Thieves, 
nightly Aflaulters, and Robbers, and fo elFeftually punilhing the Didurbers of the Peace, that 
no Trace of them may be feenj and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,449 Banaris Muchlidar 
Rupees or 24,66,180 Calcutta Siccas, Annually to the Company’s Treafury, Should he re- 
ceive Orders to pay the above Revenue at Banaris, he lhall in that Cafe pay the Sum of 23,40,249 
Banaris Muchlidar Rupees, each Rupee to weigh 10 Malha, and to contain Two Ruttees and 
Two Chowls t of Alloy, and no more j Ihould the Weight be lefs, or the Alloy more, he lhall 
make up the Deficiency. Whenever the Money lhall not be wanted at Banaris, be is to remit the 
Annual Amount of 23,66,180 of Sicca Rupees, pundlually, agreeably to his Kids, and by Monthly 
Payments, at Calcutta in Confideration of which he lhall be allowed a DeduAion of Two per 
Cent, amounting in all to Sicca Rupees 44,434. 14. 5. Account of Hoondiaun or Exchange t 
which being deduited, the net Amount is 22,21,745, i. 15. Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, which 
he is to pay at that Place. After the Settlement of Accounts at the End of the Year, he lhall, 
in the cutlomary Manner, receive Credit for his Payments j and he is by no means to colledt 
the prohibited Aubwaub of the Durgah of His Majedy. This Sunnud being granted, is to 
remain in force, and all former Sunnuds to become null and void. You, the Muttafuddies and 
Perlbns above-mentioned, are to regard the faid Rajah as truly and lawfully polfelTed of the 
Zemeedary, Aumeenee, and Fougedary of the above Sircars, and to acknowledge his Autho- 
rity in the feveral A6ts appertaining thereunto: Know, that we have here ilTued the mod drift 
and pofitive Commands, and obey them accordingly. 

Written on the 35th of Suffer 17 Sun, or 15th of April 1776. 

(Signed by the Governor General and Council.) 

The ZIMMEN. 

The Office of the Zemeedary of Sircar Banaris, Ghauzipoor, Chundery, the Cutwallee, the 
Duties, and the Mint in the Soobah of Illahabad, have conferred upon the great Chief 
Rajah Cheit Sing Bchadre, alfo the Aumeenee, and Fougedary.^ 

MEHALS, 19} viz. 

Sircar Banaris i Chundery i Sircar Ghauzipoor ( Mehals of Jounpoor, comprehending Maul 
and Duties t Havely Mahommedabad Banaris ^ the Khaufs Daums, or for fupplying Clothing 
to the Kings Percunnah Bhuddoveet the I'aulook of Sacramow in Chundar; Suckteefgur*, 
Bidjeypoor^ Sekunderpoor', Khereed Shaudeeabad) Tuppa Serinja; the Cutwallee and Duties 
of Banaris, frees the Cutwallee of Jounpoor, free» the Mehal of the Mint of Banaris, free; 
the Banaris Mokcemy, or Brokeragei the Sungwuzzenee, or Stone Weighing of Banaris, and 
the other Mehals •, Yetefaubee, or Office of Moottefaub of Banaris. 


* Particulars. 
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Copy 4 Potnh, granttd t« Chcit Sing. 

ThePotuh, coottlnlog tlie uiiatr-writtfcnStlpUktioiM, ii granted unto Rajah Chcit Sintf 

, Behadre. ^ 

SIAar Banaria, Gl^alp^* Cbunar, and the MehaU of Sirkar of Jounpoor, comprehendinR the 
Maul and Dotica, Hardys Mahommedabad, fianariSi the Khaufa Daums in Pergunnah Bhuddovec 
Talook of Sooketanjow In pergunnah Chunar, Suckteefgur. Bidjepobr, Sirkar Ghauzipoor Per- 
gunnah Sekunderpoor, 9 hn«dyabad,,Tuppeh Serii^a including the Cutwallce Duties of 

Jfouopoor and Banaria, tte Mint of^ria, the Mokeenjy. Yetifaub, and Stone Weighing, both 
Maul and Duties, and the Duanny Duftoor, excepting the Naunkar of Half the Jagheer of Bhuddovec 
the exempted Jagheera, and Aynia, which have been inferted for a Length of l ime in the Accounts 
as Deductions : All the Aftklea. of-the Taliood arc fettled upon you from the 4th of Tcmaudy-ul- 
aowul 1 180 Higerah, or the 4th ttf Joly 1 775 Englilb, at a Stipulation per Annum of a?, 40.140 
Mahidar • Banaris Rupeei, not fliort of the Weight of 10 Malha each, and not containing a 
greaterPortionof Alloy than Rutteesatid Two Beringct, agreeably to your Mochulka 
and Coboolceat. This Sum you will thetefore payi But ftould it not fuit the Convenience 
of the Company to receive it at Banaris, you are to pay it in Calcutta, in Sicca Rupees of Cal- 
cutta, amounting m that Specie to aa,6d,i8o Sicca Rupeei. The Amount of the Hoondiaun 
or Exchange allowed you, at the Rate of Two per Cent, is Rupees 44,434. 14. 5. which 
being dedufted, the net Sum will be 22,81,745. *. 15. Sicca Rupert of Calcutta. This you 
arc to pay without the leaft Deduaion or Depreciation whatever, in the Courfe of each Year by 
monthly Payments, agreeably to your leparate Kiftbundy. This you are to pay without any 
Allowance for Seebuiidyi you will remit the Money to Calcutta without fail, conformably to 
the faid Kiftbundee. ^ 

Written on the zdih of Suffer, 17th Year of the Reign, of 15th of April 1776. 


PARTICULARS of the Tributei viz. 


Former Coboolceat •— — 

Dedua, 

Nancar — — 

Exempted Lands — — . 

Maafy Fourth Part and Seij Sicca 
Half Jagheer of Bhadway — 

Alcanyaw of Muffummaut Moraud Barmfo 


■— 9»i0o 

8,000 

- 

— 67,500 

— 500 


Add, 


Nozzeranna 

Tuppa 

Mukuma, &c. 


Increafe, 

Tout 

Dedua 


Batta to reduce them into Siccas 


90,000 — 
34,207 12 
1,800 — 


2,50,000 — . 
34,207 12 


Banaris Rupees 
Remains Sicca Rupees 


Uedua Hindooaun 

Bemains Nett Ataoaot in Siccas ; * — — 

Written on the 26th of Spfier lytb Year, or 15th of April lyyd. 


20*86,607 — — 


88,158 — — 
19,98,449 


1,26,007 12 — 


— a.i 5»794 12 — 

“*■ 23 , 40,249 

— 74 >o 69 

~ 22 , 66,188 — — 

— 44»434 >4 5 

— 22 , 21,745 I 15 
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t Onim. 


3 A 


Appinduu 


( i86 ) 


7. C. 

Tranllation of the Coboolecat or Agreement executed by Rajah Cheit Sing, /er the Zemeedary 

of Banaris, &c. 

Whereas a Treaty has been concluded between the Englilh Eaft India Company and th# Nabob 
Aflbf-ud-Dowlah Yaheya Khan Behadre, Huzzubber Jung Nazim, of the Soobah of Illahabad, 
under Date the 20th of Rubby*ul-Auwul 1189 Higcrah, or the 21ft of May 1775 Chriftian, 
whereby the Sovereignty of the Sirkars Banaris, Ghauzipoor, Chunar, &c« hath been ceded to the 
Englilh Eaft India Company from the 4th of Jcmaudy-iil-Auwul 1189 Higerah, or the 4th of 
July 1775 Chriftian i and the Company having granted the Zemeedary, the Aumeenee, and the 
Fougedary of the aforeCtid Sircars, together with the Cutwallees of Banaris and Jounpoor, &c« 
and the Mint of Banaris, unto me from the above Date, I do hereby voluntarily confent and 
agree, under my Hand, that whatever. Coins (hall be ftruck in the faid Mint, (halj be conformably 
to a feparatc Obligation, which 1 have executed under Date the 25th of Zihidja, in the 17th' Year 
of the Reign, and delivered to the Government for the Company. It (hall be my Duty to do 
every 'I lung that may be needful and ufual for the Interelt and Security of the Country ; to 
provide for the Welfare of the Inhabitants •, to be attentive to the Incrcafe of Cultivation, and 
Improvement of the Revenues; to ufc my Endeavours in fuch Manner to expel Robbers and 
AlfafTins, and to punifti Offenders of every Kind, that not a Trace of them may be left; and I 
will pay the Annual Revenue of Government, being at Banaris Muchlidar Rupees of Banaris 
23,40,249, each Rupee to weigh no lefs than 10 Malha, and to contain no more Alloy than 
'I'wo Ruttccs and Two Chawl, any Deficiency oT the Standard to be made good. If the Go- 
vernment (hall not have occafion to receive the fame at Banaris, I will in fuch Cafe pay it at 
Calcutta annually, by monthly Payments, according to Kiftbundee, and conformably to the 
Fuzul Zile, or Particulars in the Margin, the Sum being Calcutta Sicca Rupees 22,66,180, in- 
cluding Nuzzeranna, &c. but deducing, on account of Hoondiaun or Exchange, a Premiuns 
of Two per Cent, which Premium of Two per Cent, upon the whole Sum, being Sicca Rupees 
44,434. 14. 5. I will accordingly deduff, remitting the Remainder to the Company’s 
Treafury at Calcutta •, fo that, after the Dcdu£lion of Exchange, 1 (hall pay Nett, and without 
further Deduftion, into the Treafury at Calcutta, the Sum of Calcutta Sicca Rupees 
22,21,745. *5- at the End of each Year.— After Payment of the fame, and obferving the 

Conditions agreed upon, I (hall receive a Releafe or Difcharge in full ; wherefore I have written 
this Agreement, to be adhered to accordingly. 

In the Margin follows a Lift of the Monthly Inftalments, dated 25th Suffer, 17th Sun, cor- 
rclponding with the 15th of April 1776 Chriftian. 

% 

(Signed by the Rajah.) 



APPENDIX. 

PART II. 

Num. I. 

Extraft from the Secret Proceedings of the Honourable Governor General and Council on tbs 

gth of July 1778. 

Rcfolvcd, That Rajah Cheit Sing be reouired in Form to contribute his Share of the Burthen 
of the prefent War, by the Eftabli(hment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and 
maintained at his Expence ; and the Governor General is requefted to write to him to that Effedf. 

Num. 2. 

Copy of an Arzee from Rajah Cheit Sing ; received 30/6 of July 1778. 

I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, communicating the Intelligence 
of a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain and France, and defiring me to 
t.ikc on myfclf a Share of the Burthen of Expcncc. My Patron, I am the Servant of the Sirkar. 
I vvi’il write you more fully hereafter ; on all Occafioos 1 am hopeful of your Highnefs’s Favour 
and Support. 

Num. 3. 

Extraft from the Secret Proceedings of the Honourable Governor General cmd Council on the 

26tb of Auguft 1779. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Commander in Chief be requefted to give Orders to Major Camac, or the 
Officer in Command of his Detachment, for the March of Two Battalions of Sepoys to Banaris, 
on tlic Rcquifition of Mr. Thomas Graham, the Rcfident there, and to remain at that Place for 
further Orders. 

Rcfolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham. 
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To Mr. Thomas Graham, Rcfidcnt at Banaris. , 

Sir, 

We have receifid your Letters of the i6th Inftant, acquainting us that Rajah Chcit Sing had de- 
clined to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees which we requited of him, as his Proportion ot the Ex- 
pences of the War for the current Year. 

Having judged it neccOiry to make this Claim, which was fuggefted to us by the Urgency of 
the Cafe, we cannot admit or any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exempt him from it ; Orders 
have therefore been lent to Major Camac, or the Officer in Command of his Detachment, to march 
to Banaris, immediately on your RequiGtion, with Two Battalions of Sepoys, and to wait our fur- 
ther Orders at that Place. We have thought this Step neceflary for the Purpofc of compelling 
the Rajah to pay the Q^a required of him, in cafe ot Neccffityi and we deurc that you repcu 
your Demand, and inGft on his Compliance. If the Rajah (hould Gill continue to objeiG to your 
Claim, and refufe Payment, you am to require the Officer in Command of the Detachment to 
march immediately, in conformity to our Orders, and advife us of your Proceedings, We hope, 
however, that you will not be reduced to proceed to this Extremity, as it would oblige us to en- 
creafe our Demands on the Rajah, by exa£ling from him the whole Expence of the Detachment 
from the Day of its March in Addition to our original Claim. 

We arc, &c. 


Num. 4. 

Copy ef an kxztt front Rajah Cheit Singj rrmW a;/i& Auguft 1779. 

I have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for Payment of 5 Lacks of Rupees on 
account of the Expeoces of the War for the prefent Year, aqd underftand its Contents. 

My Situation is well known to youj and I affure you, without Referve, that I have no Ability 
left, nor is there any Mode of Relief for me but in the Exertion of your Favour. I am fully con- 
vinced that it is your Defire, who arc my Matter, to fupportme, who am your Servant} and latt 
Year you informed Sheakh Ally Nucky, that I Ihould, by any Means, by difpofing of my Effefts, 
or by borrowing, make this One Payment, and I Ihould not be called on in future} and that you 
would take every Means for my Advantage and Support. 

I accordingly put in Frafticc every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the Rc- 
quifition. it is now abfolutely out of my Power to raife the Sum required} and I am therefore 
hopeful you will be kindly plcafcd to excufc me the Five Lacks now demanded of me beyond 
the Amount expreffed in the Pottah, which, through your Favour, I obtained from the Honour- 
able Englilh Company. 

This Rajc and Zemcedary, and my Dignity, 'are the Gifts of your Highnefs } I havejudged it 
neceflary to reprefent to you my Inability and helplefs State. 

Nom, 5 and 6*. 

Copy of an Arxee/rem Rajah Chcit Sing} received 21^ Augutt 1780. 

I have been honoured by your Orders, directing me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Muchlidar 
Rupees to Mr. Fowke for the War, which ftill continues*, and although my diftretted Situation 
mutt be known to you from other Quarters, notwithttanding I have been afraid to reprefent it to 
you myfelf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Sums of Money, from which I am not yet 
rcleafed} yet in Obedience to your Orders I hXve paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five 
Lacks to Mr. Fowke, and (hall pay the other Four in Three Months. I requett you will fend Di- 
reftions to that Gentleman to allow me that Time, and it (hall be pundually paid at the End of 
that Term. You yourfeJf mutt be convinced that I have no Abilities or Rcfources left. 

Nvm. 7. 

Extradl/fMi /itr Public Proceedings of the 26/1^ October 1780, 

Copy of a Letter to General Giles Stibbert} Commander in Chief, (Sc. 

Sir, 

Having had late Occafion to be much dilTatisGed with the Conduft of the Rajah of Banaris to- 
wards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Antount due from him as his Subfidy, 
we think it neceiTary to dirc£l, and dodireA you to iflue Orders to the Commanding Officers of the 
Battalions at the Stations oeareft to Banaris,^ to inarch immediately to that Place, and wait fuch 
further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them. 

We are, &c. 


* Suppofed to have been Two Leticri when the Catalogue of the Appendix wai written. 
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Nvm. 8. 

Extraft from tit Secret Proceedings if lie Honourahk Governor Genenl Md .Council in tie td of 

November 1780. 

Agreed, That the Governor General be requeued to write to tbeNiibob Vittr, recommending 
to him to require from Fyz-Ooll4 Khan the Quota of Troopi ftipolaied 67 the Treaty to be fur- 
nifhed by the latter for his Service, being 5000 HoriCf to be pot unoet* the indietfalte Command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Muir, commanding at Futtebgor. 

Agreed alfo, That the Governor General be requefted t6 write to . thcRajih Banttii, reqwring 
him to furniOi fuch Part of the Cavalry enfertained in hit Seryice ai he can fpare for the Service of 
this Government, and to inform him what Number be can fupj^yi, that a Letter be written to 
Mr. Francis Fowke, direding him to make the fame Re^ifirion of the IUiab» and at the lame 
Time to obviate any Jealoufy which the Rajah may cohlieiw, that thii may be converted to a per* 
manent Impolition upon him by afliiring him that the Bttud w 91 require the Services of tnofe 
Forces no longer than while the prefent War tafts, after which they will be'ittumed. 


Num. p. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, or in his AbfenCe the fenior Officer atChonai^r. 

Sir, ■ , . . 

I requed that you will give immediate Orders for a compleat Battalion of Sepoys, from the Gar* 
rifon of Chunargur, to march without Lois of Time to Ramnagur, where the Commanding Officer 
will receive my further Inftruflions. 

As 1 underuand that the Regiment of Sepoys at Chunar is deficient in Arms, I requeft yon will 
plcafe to complete the Battalion ordered for this Service with Arms from the MagazinCj and a 
Quantity of fpare Ammunition. 

You will aifo pleafe to order the Guards from the iith Battalion to be relieved immediately, 
that it may proceed complete in Number. Captain Blair, who is here, has my Orders to return 
immediately to Chunar, and take Charge of the Detachment for Ramnagur, to which I hope you 
will have no Objeftion. 

fianaris, lam, Sir, &c. 

16th Auguft 1781. Warren Hafiings. 


Nom. 10. 

To Captain MayafiVe, or Officer commanding dm pttachment at Mirzapoor. 

Sir, 

I defire that on Receipt hereof you will march your Detachment now at Mirzapoor, by the Route 
of Chunargur, to Ramnagur. To avoid Delay, it will be beft to embark your Guns and Stores at 
Mirzapoor for Chunargur where you may difembark them, and bring fuch as are neceflary for im- 
mediate Service with your Detachment by Land. 

If you Ihould overtake a Party of Sepoys detached from the Garrifon of Chunar, you will join 
them, and take Command of the Two Deuchments until you receive further Orders. 

Banaris, 16th Auguft 1781. I am, &c. 

(10 o’clock P.M.) Warren Haftings. 

Num. It *. 

To Major William Popham, commandingaDetachment at Banaris. 

Sir, 

Having inilrudted Mr. Markham, tbeRefident at this Place, to arreft the Perfon of Rajah Cbeit 
Sing, 1 defire you will order Two Companies of Sepoys from your Detachment, to bold tnemfelves 
in Readinefs to march at a Moment’s Warning, on Mr. Markham's Requifition, for the Purpofe 
of aflllting and fupporting him in the Execution of my Inftrudioos. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Banaris, Wan%n Haftings. 

15th Auguft 1781. 

Num. 12. 

To Captain Blair, commanding a Detachment from Chunar. 

Sir, , ' 

The Rajah having made his Efcape from hence, is ftill at Ramnagur, with all his People in Arms, 
as I am informed, lou Will tbererore be upon your Guard, and diligent to prevent a Surprize or 
Attack in fuch a Situation as might give an Advantage over you. You will not proceed to the 


* This fliould have been before No. 9. 


Town 




( ) 

Part 11 . 

Town of Ratnoagur, a$ at firft dircfled, but halt, upon the Receipt of this, at fuch aDiftance, and 
in fuch a Situation, as you may judge will alfbrd you Security, until you receive further Orders 
from me. 

Banaris, » 1 am, Sir, See. 

1 6th Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Num. 13. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, See. Sec. Banaris. 
Honourable Sir, 

I have this Inftant received the Honour of your Commands of Yefterday’s Date, from Banaris j 
and conformable thereto lhall, with the utmoft Expedition, march the Detachment under my Com- 
mand by the Route of Chunar to Ramnagur, obferving your Diredlions in every Refpeft, and 
otherwile ading to the belt of my Judgment for the Good of the Service. 

Camp near Mirzapoor, 17th Auguft 1781. 1 have the Honour to be. Sec. Sec. 

(Halfpaft II A. M.) James Mayaffre, Captain. 


Num. 14. 

To Captain Thomas Blair. 

Sir, 

The Governor direds you to keep in your prefent Station until you receive further Orders 
from him, and that you will take care that your Out Polls be alert, in calc of an Attack from the 
Enemy. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Banaris, 18th Auguft 1781. W. Palmer, 

(8 o’clock P. M.) Military Secretary. 

Num. 15, 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar. 

Sir, 

I have received Two Letters from you, dated Yefterday and To-day. 

I have provided a Supply of Money for Captain Blair, and will take inftant Means for furnilhing 
you with a Sum for the Remainder of your Garrifon. 

I recommend to you to guard againft a Surprife. I do not apprehend that the Rajah will attempt 
an open Attack upon the Fort or I'own, nor is it at prefent neceffary to lay in any Store of Pro- 
vifions. 

I requeft that you will fend me a Return of the Troops under your Command, including Captain 
Blair’s Battalion, and an Account of the Arrears of Pay due to them } and as it may become necef- 
fary to make a Provifion of Vidualling Stores for the Port, I wilh you to furnilh me with a Lift of 
fuch Articles, and the Quantities of each, as you lhall judge to be neceflary. 

Banaris, 1 am. Sir, &c. 

the i8th of Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. 16. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

Accompanying I have the Honour to fend you a Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Miffing 
at the Affair of the i6th Inftant. 

I have the Honour to be, &:c. 


sB 


Banaris, 

i8th Auguft 1781. 


W. Popham. 
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RETURN of the Killed, Wounded, and Mifling, of a Detachment on Service at Banaris, from 
the Troops encamped at Mirzapoor, cAimanded by Major William Popham, the 16th pfAuguft 
1781. 
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RETURN of the Killed and Wounded of the Refident’s Body Guard at Banaris on the 
idth of Auguft 1781, commanded by Lieutenant John Stalker. 

Killed • - I Lieutenant. i Subadar. 20 Sepoys. Total 22 

Wounded ... 1 Havildar. 9 Sepoys. 10 

Total mm I II aj ga 

ABSTRACT of the foregoing Returns. 
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PA»T H. 

Nuu. i8. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings EfquiS. Governor General, &c. &c. 

Sir, A ■ ’ 

Your Letter of the i6th Inftant at 9 0’ Clock P. M. I reived this Morning. I deferred anfwcr- 
ing it till fuch Tunc as my Battalion wasfumifhcd with new Arms, &c. from the Magazine in this 
Garrifon, which I have the Pleafure to acquaint you was accomplilhed about Eleven o’Clock I 
(hall march out of the Garrifon at Twoo'Clock in the Afternoon, and encamp on the mod conve- 
nient Spot between this and the Town of Ramnagur. 

Chunargur, I have the Honour to be, See, 

17th Augud 1781. Thomas Blair. 

Num. 19. 

To Captain Thomas Blair. 

Sir, 

On Receipt of this it is my Order that you do immediately move your Detachment towards Rani- 
nagor 5 and if you (hall receive Intelligence from Bauboo Owfan Sing, which you will know to be 
authentic by comparing the Iropreffion of his Seal which I fend you herewith, or if he lliall in Per- 
fon give you Intelligence, that you may enter the Town in Safety, and proceed to take Poflefllon of 
the Palace, you will advance and take Poffeflion, ufing every Precaution to avoid a Surprife But 
unlcfs yob (hall receive fuch Intelligence from him, or if you (hall at the fame Time have any 
Grounds to expeft an Oppofition, you will in either Cafe halt and encamp in fome open and fccure 
Place without the Town 5 but on no Account enter it, unlcfs you have every fuch AlTurance as 
your own Judgment can rely upon, added to the Information of Bauboo Owfan Sing as abov“. 
mentioned, that you may proceed without Hazard of Hoftilitics, which it is my particular Defire 
to avoid, as the Ranee and her Family are fuuatcd in the Neighbourhood and muft be expofed to 
the Confcquenccs of it. ^ 

Banaris, lam, Sir, &c. 

19th Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. 20. 


Sir, 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings Elquire, Governor General, &c, 


I herewith fend you a Return of the Battalion under my Command. I take the Liberty to men- 
tion to you, that about 2 o’Clock this Morning fcvcral Elephants and a Guard of Horfemen palTcd 
near my Camp, on their W ay to Luttcefpoor, the Fort in which Rmah Cheit Sing is at prefent. My 
Hircarrahs acquaint me, the Elephants were loaded with the molt valuable Things the Rajah left 
Uhind him at Ramnagur. The Road to Luttcefpoor is very near my prefent Encampment, and 
t^hc whole of this Morning fcveral fmall Parties of Horfemen, Peons, and Hackeries, have palTcd. 
laid to belong to the difFercnt l^eoplc who arc joining the Rajah# 

Catnp near Mirzapoor, 1 l,avc the Honour to be, &c. 

iSthof Auguft 1781. Thomas Blair. 


Num. 21, 


The following is the Subftana of an Order written, hut net delivered, though verbally notified to 
Major Popham, on the i^th of Auguft 1781 : 

“ To take the Command of a Detachment to be immediately formed, and of which his own 
cgimcnt was to compofe a 1 art, and was on the Spot, for the Purpofes of reducing the Ze- 
meedary of Banaris, which was in a State of general Revolt under the Rajah Cheit Sing, to Obe- 
S p’ Security in the Country } and for granting Pardons to 

centi,^"if n Submiffion to Government, with the Ex- 

ception of Rajah Cheit Sing and hu Brother Soojaun Sing.” 


aBo enumerated the Corps of which the Detachment was 
toconfift and authorized Major Popham to raife and formacforps of Goolaundauze for the 
wnty of the Tram. 

Major Popham was left at full Diferetion in the Conduft of his Military Operations for ob- 
taining the Objefts above exprelTed. 

recov'red^"^'’^‘°”* theConfufion of the Retreat from Banaris, and never 


Will. Palmer, 

Military Secretary. 
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Blair. 

Jewan Sing, have taken Poflcflioa of the 
your Guard againft Surprife. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

I wrote you of my Arrival on the 17th Inftant in the Evening, and Yeftcrday Morning I cn- 
clofcd you a Return of my Battalion. As the Hircarrahs have not fincc returned, I am doubtful 
of their having been able to reach you. Ram Jewan, a Servant of the Rajah Cheit Sing, is about 
Three Col's from me, with fomething more than 2000 Men and 4 Guns. 1 was informed of his 
intending me a Vifit laft Night : I was perfeftly ready, and in Hopes of being able to have given 
a good Account of him and his Guns. A Party of his Horfe came to a Village diftant about Two 
Miles, and went off. This Morning One Howda Elephant, and lefs than 200 Horfemen, tole- 
rably welt mounted and armed, marched pad in Front, diffant about One and a Half Miles. I un- 
derlland the Town of Ramnagur is without Troops, and not more than 250 or 300 Men in the 
Rajah’s Houfe. Troops from the different Pergunnahs arc joining Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor j he 
has formed a Camp on this Side of it, about bive Cofs from me. 1 fball be glad to receive your 
further Onlers. 

Camp near Mirzapoor, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

i^thof Auguft 1781. • Tho. Blair. 

Num. 24. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

I am juft now favoured with your Letter of this Date. From the Rajah’s Troops being very 
near me, and paffing fome Part of them in my Sight, I have fince Yeftcrday Evening taken Poll in 
a Tope, which I have no Doubt of being able to defend againft confiderable Numbers. 1 beg 
you will be pleated to acquaint me whether I may attack any Parties of the Rajah’s Troops which 
are pafting near my Encampment. My Hircarrahs acquaint me, that Ram Jewan Sing is at Pcteetc i 
that Callunder Sing, Nuncoo Sing, and Ball Kiffen Hazarry, are in the Fort of Ramnagur, with 
their People, to the Number of la or 1500 Men of various Kinds. 

Camp near Mirzapoor, I have the Honour to be, 8cc. 

19th of Auguft 1781. 'Tho. Bkir. 


Num. 22. 

TefCaptain Tho. 
Sir, ^ 

News is arrived that 2000 Men banging to Ram 
Fort of Ramnagur j you are therefore defired to be on 
Banaris, 

the 19th of Auguft 1781. 

Num. 23. 


Num. 25. 

To Major Will. Palmer, Military Secretary to the Honourable Governor General. 

Sir, 

Your Letter of the i8th Inftant at 8 P. M. was delivered to me about 12 o’Clock this Morn- 
ing. I am much concerned that my Orders were fo pofitive againft proceeding to Ramnagur, as 
I have no Doubt but 1 Ihould have been able to take Poffeftion of it with very little Lofs, if the 
Information I had was good, which I have Reafon to think was to be depended on. About 10 
o’clock this Morning I was under Arms, and continued fo till One, my Hircarrahs having 
brought me Information of the March of the Rajah’s Troops from Addilkauhaut ; They were in 
Sight foon after. Some Horfemen advanced very near my moft diftant Centries, and went off t 
the whole of the Enemy moved more to the Right, and pafted my Front within a Mile. I at firft 
expefled his whole Force j but from my own Obfervation I think they may be 600 Cavalry, not 
very good, 2 Guns, 200 Sepoys, Matchlock Men, and fome Peons. They would arrive at Ram- 
nagur before 12 o’Clock. 

1 have fince been informed that the Rajah would march from Lutteefpoor about 12 o’Clock for 
Ramnagur; If he does, I expeA him to pafs me about 6 o’Clock this Evening, before which 
Time I Hull be under Arms. 

Camp near Mirzapoor, 1 have the Honour to be, See. 

19th Auguft 1781. Tho. Bl^r. 
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To M cfwmMdbig tt Chuhar* 

Sir, * 

On Receipt tWW «>ll |4«fc Four 5i«c Poundei^ firoa the Siiteen which were 

intended fpr CokUKl Cut1iniuqg% With Twp Tiiuibrib of Ammunition t alfo the Six and Eittht 
Inch Mortar»i icoompinied by Ooc hofldftd Shells for nach, and double the Number of Fu. 
2ecs, with the necel&ry Pow*r for ^ Number of Sheila. Tbcfe are to come bv Water to 
Cbuta Mirwpoor, where the Tpo<V» WW. under the Command of Captain MayifFrc 
Should the Mortars and their Apparatus not he ready to proceed immediately, they are not to 
prevent the Six PoiM)de|ii dec, heiog fept with all Ex^dition. 

B»n»ri»» I am, Sir, &c. 

80th Augoft 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. ay. 

To Lieutettatit Colohel Blair, commanding at Chunar, 

Sir, 

1 requeft that you will ufe yo»r heft Endeavour* p> obtain Intelligence of any Parties of the Ra- 
jah’s Trooi* at Pateeta, or other Places at no greater piftance from Chunarj and if you Ihould 
judge it prafticable and fafe, attempt to forprifc abd defeat them by a Party from your Garnlon. 
A foccelsful Attack, though trihing in itfdf, might produce favourable Confequcnces •, but I 
would not have it made a.t any Rifoue of Mifcarriag'e, and ftill lefs if there was the fmalleft 
Probability of Misforwnei I would be undetftood only to recommend the Matter to your Con- 
fidcration. The Dccifion muft be left to your own Judgment, formed upon an intimate Know- 
ledge of allCiRumftiflces, 

A Budgerow having been flopped and plundered, and an European and feveral Dandies be- 
longing to it murdered, by the Rajah’s People at Ramocgur, you will be plcafcd to give Orders 
for preventing all Boats whatever pafliDg the Limits or your Garrifon, either up or down the 
River. 

u iv -o * 

theiothofAugwftiyai, Warren Haftings, 


NuM, aSi 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar. 

Sir, 

1 deflre you Will order the Battalion of Sepoys now at Chunar to ctiof* the River there, and 
march dircftly to this Place: You will plcafe to furntfo them with as much Ammunitiou as the 
Men’s Pouches will cootain. ‘ 

I conclude that Capuin Mayaffre’s and Captain Blair’s Oup have retreated to Chunar, as I 
havcccnain Intelligence of that Detachment being worfted in an Afrion with the Rajah’s Troops. 
In this Cafe you will be able to foare me the whole Battalion, without leaving the Fort in any 
Danger s hut at any rate fond me as many Troops as you ppflrbly can fpare. 

Banaris, aoth Awuft 1781, | am, Sir, &c. 

Half paft 9 o’clock. Warren I laftings. 


Kus*. 89. 

To Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar. 

Sjr, 

As it is apprehended that Rajah Cheit Sing’s People* in the prefent State of Difobedience to 
Governrocnr, may feiae ansi plunder any Boats which may come into his Diftrifts, I defire you 
will not allow any Boar* oomung up foy River to pafs yopr Station. 

.u ?* 2 *r** .V jam, Sir, &c. 

the aoth of Auguft lySj. Warren Haftings. 

Num* 30# 

To Captain Tho. Blair. 

Sir, 

^ Varioui Accounts aie arrived here of an A^ion between you and the Rajah’s Troops. As there 
M no Occafion for you to iifoue a Misfortune whilft aHeinforcement is fo near you, the Governor 
veoeral orders that you remain on «he Defenfive until joined by Captain Mayanre. 

- . 1 am, Sir, &c. 

BaoMts, noth Auguft *y8(. W. Palmer, 

(5 P * M.) Military Seerttary, 


sC 
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• g NtfM. 31. 

To the Honourtble W«rren Haltiiigs Efijuire.' 

Sir, 

I have juft received your Letter with Owfan Sing’s Seal. Captain MayafFre joined the lau Night. 
This Morning he marched to the Attack of Ramnagur, was oppofed at his Entrance, ahd obliged 
to retreat after a conflderable Lofs. Captains Mayaffre and Doxac are killed } 'feveral Europeans t 
the Number of Sepoys killed and wounded is very confiderable. After fome Time we Were with 
Difficulty able to reach the River, where we are furrounded } at prefent I cannot lay what will ^ 
the Fate of the reft. Cjiptain Sparks commands. 

I have the Honour to t)e, dtc. 

20th of Auguft lySi. Tho. Blair. 


Num. 32. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire^ 

Sir, 

I was juft going to difpatch the Arms under an Efcort of about too Invalid Sepoy Officers and 
Sepoys by Land, for there was no Poflibility of fending them by Water, when I nave Information 
that there is a large Body of the Rajah’s Troops on the oppoGte Side of the River, as alfo that Cap- 
tain Mayaftre’s Detachment has been repulfcd ; 1 therefore think it unfafe that they ihould move 
from this until 1 have your further Orders. 

I have the Honour to be, 6rc. 

Chunargur, 20th of Auguft 1781. W. Blair, 

Paft 7 P. M. Colonel, temmanding at Chunargur, 

Num. 33. 

LIST of Englilh Gentlemen at Banaris the aift of Auguft 1781. 

The Governor General. 

Covenanted Servantsv-Meflleurs Steph. Sulivan, David Anderfon, Rich. Sumner, Rjch. 
Johnfoii, Charles Chapman, Edw. Hay, G. F. Grand, Will. Markham, and Edw. Colebrook. 

Staff of the Gov. General — Major Will. Palmeri Capt. Tho. Hogan, Lieut. Sam. Turner, 
and Lieut. James Anderfon. 

Majors White, Clark, and Gardiner, on a Vifit to Banaris. 

Mr. Totty, Surgeon to the Rcfidehcy. 

Mefljeurs Thompfon, Bowers, and Hodges, in the Gov. General’s Family. 

Mr. Barnet, an Inhabitant of Banaris. 

Military Officers on aftual Service-^Major Will. Popham, Capt, Jonathan Scott, Lieu- 
tenants Hamilton, Birrel, Malcolm, Macleod, Wade, Calcroft, D’Efterrc, Evelyn, and Camp- 
bell i the Two laft on the Way to Khaunpoor, fince appointed to M^or Popham ’a Detachment. 
Lieut. Fireworkers Grand and Sands, Surgeon and Enfign Laird. 

N. B. All the Gentlemen of this Catalogue accompanied the Governor General to Chunar, except 

Mr. Barnet. 

Num. 34. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Sir, 

As you feem to be unacquainted with the Misfortune that has happened to Captain Mayaffre’s 
Detachment as late as 90’Clock laft Night, by the TwO Letters which I have received of that 
Date, 1 am forty to inform you, that they were beat out of the Town of Ramnagur with a very 
confiderable Lofs} Two Officers killed. Three Wounded, Two Field Pieces and a Howitz loft. 
The Enemy purfued the Detachment as far as Chuta Mirzapoor, and they arrived within Two 
Miles of this Fort laft Night about 9 o’Clock. It has been a moft unfortunate Bufinefii, and more 
ralh and intemperate than any Thing 1 ever heard. Captain Blair, whom I have feen, fays htf 
foretold Captain Mayaffre every Thing that happened. If an Opportunity Ihould offer ^ attack- 
ing any Parties of the Rijah’s Force about the Diftance of Patecta, I will endeavout to furp'rife 
and defeat them i but 1 muft proceed with great Caution, as the Enemy is at prefent flufiied With 
Succefs, and the Battalion in Garrifonis moftly compofed of raw, undilciplined Men, who never 
fired a Shot. They have not lefs at this Time than 4000 fighting Men at and about Pateeta. 1 
have this Moment received your Letter at Half paft Nine o’Clock, and Iball difpatch the Bat- 
talion immediately agreeable to your Orders. 

Chunar, 21ft Auguft 1781. I am, &C. 

Half part 6 A.M. 


W. Blair. 
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Num. 35, 

Purport Letter h Rajah Cheit Sing ^ Governor General at Banaris, andi»M to 
havt hen ^ Augu!^. hut not delwered.-This Draft of it was 

ftnee made hj AbduUah Beg. tU Rajah'i Vakeel, from his own RtcoMion of it, Ld MverZ 
under lit Stal to the GovaaorGcacrii. , ^ " 

I am with Heart nnd Soul tlw devoted Servant of the Sirkar » nor have I. within my own Know- 
ledge, Mmmitted any Fault : For Example, the Guard which came from the Sirkar, to that too 
I yielded, nor devi^d m the Breadth of an Hair from Obedience and Submiflion to Authority. 
In the mean time, Cheitram Cbobdar came, and uttering improper Languase, for that Caufe 
the Men who attended roe, who wanted Underftanding, committed War and Bloodflied. At that 
Time I, through Fear of my Life and Honour, withdrew myfelf altde. Now alfo I have the 
Hope in your Favour and Mercy, that the Fault of your Servant may be pardoned, and that he 
/nay be honoured from the Prefence, and aU that 1 teprefented in the Pinnace, I am ready to aft 
conformably thereto. ^ 

2i(t Augull 1781. 

Now. 36. 

GEKERAL orders, iid Auguft 1781. 

Major Popham is appointed to the Command of the whole Detachment at Chunargur. 

Num. 37. 

To the Nabob Vizeer. 

Your Excellency will have heard from Report the rebellious and treacherous Conduft of Cheit 
Sing, which has delayed fora few Days my Departure towards Lucknow; and I am now arrived at 
Chunargur, where I ihall remain fomc Time, to punilh this Treachery and Rebellion, which has 
originated from his own wicked Difpofuion. Your Excellency will therefore be pleafed to return 
to Lucknow } and as the foie Objeft of my Journey from Calcutta to this Quarter was to have an 
Interview with your Excellency, by the Blefling of God having Ihortly punhiied in an exemplary 
Manner this Rel^l, I Ihall be made happy by meeting your Excellency, who in the mean 
while muft not fuffer any Apprehenfions or Doubts to exift refpefting this Bufinefs. 

As in this Time of Necemty Troops are wanted here, and our Concerns are the fame, I have 
therefore written to Lieutenant Polhill, who is with fome Companies of your Excellency's Sepoys 

L yt *■> 

Num. 38. 

'To Major Mofes Crawford, or Officer commanding tie Detaehinent on its March from Dinapoor to 

Banaris. 

Having ord«cd Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty to fend the Regiment of Sepoys dircftly to Banaris. 

Stations of the Two Battalions, I now direft, if the Two Divifions fliould have 
marched feparately, t hat on Receipt hereof you take Meafuresfor effefting their Juiiftion, whether 

vo!fr Sides of the River, and proceed together the Remainder of 

will direft to this Place, inftcad of Banaris, as at firft direfted. You will 
fearhinlT 0". '^^«=hevcr Side of the River you may judge moft fafe and expeditious for 
K and wil^e careful to guard againft a Surprife, and not fuffer your 

March to be delayed by any Objeft but your own Security and Defence. 

. lam. Sir, &c. 

the23dofAugUfti78i. Warren Haftings. 

Num, 3^. 


Sir, 


To Mr. Nath. Middleton, CoHeSlor, (it, Lucknow. 


of be pleafed tO pack up and difpatch One Lack 

not ‘“ Silver, to be delivered here to the Cothmanding Officer of this Place. Should you 
in vJnl D * Amount in your Treafury, you will be pleafed to exert every Means 

of ®f otkerwife •, and when prepared, put it in charge 

lufkn^®"u Regiment of Sepoys, which 1 lately ordered from Khaunpoor to 

Yrt / *L** direfted to efcort the Treafure with his whole Force to this Place, 
wlfh ni«A- pleafed, immediately on Receipt of this, to fend an Agent to lllahabad, 
ihrnr- . P^/cb^fe Grain to fuch Amount as he ibay be able to difpatch by Water from 

thence to this Fortrefs, for the Ufc of the Troops encamped near it. 

th.. wIa f " 1 “/®®" “ po®ble» acquaint the Nabob Vixeer, that inftead of meeting him upon 
r L *® * " 0 *' tneeting him at Lucknow, and that I confe- 

■ • ^ immediately return to that Place, and there wait my Arrival. 

the a’ I 

3 of Auguft 178 1. Warren Haftings. 
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Kvm. 40. 

To tlic Honoufftble W4WI1 ««ftings Efgyire, Governor Ge^al, ( 3 c. ■ 

Sir 

On the loth I was acquainted by the DawkHlfca^, ^bat ChpitSiqg’a .Country was Id Arms, 
that the Dawks are obfttufted , and a Rumour alfo prevails here, that an Aaion had happened at" 
fianaris between our Troops and Chew Sing’s i and as noI?awk lMi arrived here irBroBan*^ 
tail Three Days, I am led to believe these is foioe foundation fpr > 8 jch Report : Hot as I ha^oo 
further Advices that can be relied on, ianiataLo 6 -how 4 o.coodudkioyfeIf* Iksiow aot whetnet 
1 Ihould interfere to prevent his Subjeasin my Neighbourhood nafcmUing, for fear of ofiendiiw 
againft your tndioation, and being confidcred at the Aift A^teffor. 1 (hall be happy, if you wiU 
favour me with your Commands, which I (hall be dways proud to obey. 

gyxar, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. occ. 

the 19th of Auguft 1781. Ifaac Eaton. 


Num. 41. 

Subflancc of a Letter from Hurry Budder, Nepbtvo tf Beneram Pundit* to Beneram Pundit } 

received at Chunar ibe of Auguit 1781. 

Lalla Buchcrage and Culhmccree Mull are ready, and will aflift to the utlnoft of th«r Ability! 
They require art Invitation from the Governor General, and will accomp^ Hydcr Beg Khan. I 
have the Lack ready to give it to Contoo, but be is concealed. Lalla will accompany Hyder Beg 
Khan, and carry the Money which he promifes : I will come too, and bring our Lack. Moonfljy 
Sherreut Oola Khan went Ycfterday early to the Nabob. Four Ghefti of the Governor General’s arc 
come to our Houfe, and his Bearer has brought me a Cheft of Goashs. The MowUvy and other 
Incendiaries uc carried away. I will receive and take care of aU thn Governor's People that cooie 
to me. vt 

Num. 43. 


To Colond James Morgan. 

I am at Chunw > fend a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place in®antly wi& 30 Artillery Men, Of- 
ficers in proportion, and one of Experience to command them s by Water if you can. Send Grain > 
aRrongEfcort wkbit. I have written many Letiera to you s— be eapedUious. 

Chunargur^ 1 * 03 , Sir, &c. 

the a5th of Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Num. 43. 


Sir, 


To Colonel Morgan. 


March hither with your whole Force, and fend dre ftnetofed to Colonel Commlng. 

Chunareur. Warren Haftings. 

a6th Augun 1781. 


Sir, 


Num. 44. 

To Colonel Gumming : Endofed in Colonel Morgan’s. 


March immediately with your whole Detachment to Khauopoori ahd fcmain there. * • 
Chunargor, ' Warren HalMngs. 

i6th Auguft 1781. . : ’ . 

Num. 45. 


To Major Mofes Crawford. 

Sir* 

I wrote to you on the 43d Inftant, toefieft a JunAioh of your Two Battalions, and proceed 
together to this Place. 1 now repeat that Order. 

Chuoargur, Wafren Haftirtgs. 

afith Auguft 1781. 

Num. 46 . 

GENERAL ORDERS, a6th Auguft lySi. * 

The Governor General having this Day received the Returns of all the Killed and Wounded In 
the late Attack upon the Town of Ramnagur* and circuK^antial Reports from the proper OC^V 
finds the greateft Alleviation to his Sorrow for the unhappy Ifluc of that Event, in Uw Tckh 
monies which thofe Reporu exlubit of the Bravery and Pirmneft difplayed by the 
Troops, both Europeans and Natives, after they were compelled to retire from the Town wUh fo 
confidcrable a LoU. The Governor General remarks with particular SatUfafiion, the fpiriteo 

c and 
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PAtT lit 

and iudicioui Condudof Ciptain Spark and Captain Blaiftin effcaing a Retreat » and to the latter 
Gentleman efpecially, without derogating, ii the Waft froiB the approved and acknowledged 
Merit of Captain Spark, the.higheft Acknowledgments are due for the Skill and Refolution with 
which he extricated the Troqpa from their dang^roua Skuation in the Streets of Ramnagur, until 
their Tu^Ion with Captain apvk’a Binalioni The Governor General confiders the Officera 
engaged in this un^unato Aftioo .entitled eo hii warred Thanks and AppWufe for their gallant 
Behaviour, and requeib they will pleafe to o^ey to the Troths under their Command, his entire 
Approbation of tneir Coors^ and DiWtpline t partkulcriy to the Corps of Rangers, who fo 
eminently diiUogoiih«d tbemWives chraugheMit the whole Attack and Retreat, and whofe Lof^ 
with his owa, on the Death of their SMlfortunate Cbmpaniont, he juftly laments. 


Nvm. 47. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

I have the Pleaiure to inform you, that ! arrived at this Place Ycfterday Morning, and only 
wait for a Company, which I ex|^A tO join me every Moment^ and flull march this Afternoon. 

1 hope to reach Chunargur the ayth in the Fdrenoon, where I hope I (ball find Boats ready for 
my croOlng. My Ret^ for taking this Route rather than that you were pleafed to direfi is, 
that Reports are circulated here, that you, the Gentlemen, and Troops, have left fionaris and gone 
to Chunargur. 1 did myfelf the Pleafure of writing to you at Banaris, but do not know whether 
you have received my letter. I do not hear of any Bodies of the Rajah's Troops within 30 CoTs of 
this Place. There is in the Villages a Number of the Zemeedars and Reyots aflemblcd. I have 
no Intelligence (b far as Chunar, out if there Ihould be any large Parties in the Roads I hope you 
will honour me with the Information. My Detachment, when this Company joint me, will be 
about 4to Men, but we have nothing but bad Country-made Arms, One out of Ten of which it 
the utmoft that will go off. 1 have Three Days Dawks with me. It is reported here, that there 
are Troops near liWhabad from Khaunpoor iparchinB this Way. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

CampHandej,a5thof Auguft 1781. T. Polhill, Lieut. 

(9 o’clock in the Morning.) 

Num. 48. 

To Major James Crawfoed, commanding a Battalion at Chitra. 

Sir, 

I direfted you on the aoth Inftant to take.j^ft with your whole Detachment on the Coniines of 
Rotas, and as near as that Situation would iuimit to Bidjeygur, to prevent aH Communication 
between it and the Rajah, firft attending t6 ydur own Security, and to obey all Orders from 
Major Popham. The above Orders 1 now repeat. 

Chunar, I am. Sir, &c. 

the a6th of Auguft 1781. Wmeo Haftings, 

Num. 49. 

To Lieutenant Polhill. 

Sir, 

I have received your Letter. A Party from hence will crofs the River this Evening to join 
yom march in the Night; be on your Guard. The Gongwars, or Village People, may pro- 
bably affemble, but cannot make any confiderable Oppofition. 

Chunar, lam. Sir, &c. 

the 26th of Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Num. 50. 


Sir, 


To Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar. 


I have received this Inftant Duplicate of your Letter of the 19th. Suppreft any Commotions 
in your Neighbourhood, if you can efiefl it without Danger to your own Troops or Garrifon. 
Let their Safety be your principal Care. CoUeft ProviGons. 

Chunar, I am. Sir, &c. 

the 26th of Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Nvm. 51. 


To Lieutenant Polhill. 

Sir, 

Boats with Arms and Ammunition will crofs the River for you imrhediately. If you Gnd 
yourfelf ftrong enough, I could wifti you to remain on the other Side; if not, embark your Bag* 
gaff and prepare to follow it. I hear of no Panies lent againft you. 

Chunarguiv syth Auguft 1781. 1 am, Sir, &c. 

(fto'Cleek P, M.) Warren Haftings. 

jD 
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^ Num. 52. 

To Edward Wheler Efqutre. 

Sir, 

I have written to you many Letters ( all probably intercepted. I arrived the 14th at Banaris, 
On the 1 6th, the Rajah having been put under an Arreft, a numerous Body of armed Men fud- 
denly eroded, attacked, and madacred the whole Party which had him in Cuftody, ennfifljpg of 
Lieutenants Sulker, ^ott, and Symes, and Two Ctfmpanies of Major Popham’s Grenadier 
Sepoys i thefe having no Ammunition, fell without Reuftance : The Rajah eicaped, and fled 
to Lutteefpoor. On the 19th, a large Force returned to Ramnagur. Captain Kair. with 
his Battalion, and Captain Mayadie with the Remainder of Major Pbpham’s Detat^ment, 
were ordered to ademble for the Attack of that Place, and Major Popham to join and 
conduft the Operations, accordi^ to a concerted Plan. The Two Corps having joined, 
Captain Mayadre, the Senior Officer, without waiting for Major Popham, and againft Or* 
ders, on the Morning of the aoth marched precipitately into the narrow Streets of the 
Town, where in an Inffant he fell, with Captain Doxat and 33 Rangers, and almoft all the Se- 
poys of Captain Blair’s Battalion that had entered with him. The reft of the Detachment re- 
turned to Chunar, with the Lofs of a Guns, i Howitz, and 103 Men of all Denominations 
killed. I was in Banaris with the broken Remains of Major Popham’s firft Party, confifting of 
about 400 Men, in a Place incapable of Defence, even with equi Numbers. Preparations were 
making to attack me. I waited until the Evening for a Battalion or^red from Chunar to re- 
inforce our Party. At Seven, repeated Intelligence arrived that the Rajah’s Boats were in Mo- 
tion. No News had arrived of the Battalion from Chunar. It was refolved to meet it, and march 
with it to Chunar. The Kefolution was inftantly carried into Execution. We pafled the Bat- 
talion, which returned and overtook us, and on the azd at Day Break we gained the Banks of 
the River oppofite to Chunar, having met no Oppofition. The Detachment crofted on the 
Morning of the a3d. The Rajah’s Forces arc divided between Ramnagur and Lutteefpoor •, his 
Family IS at Bidjeygur-, his fixed Eftabliihmcnt exceeds 10,000 Men, and all his Reyots bear 
Arms. Major Popham is encamped on the Plain Eaft of the Fort. I expeft to be joined by a 
Regiment from Khaun^r, one ordered for my Guard at Lucknow. Lieutenant Polhill, with 
Six Companies of the Nabob’s Guard, now at Hand, and Major Mofes Crawford’s Regiment. 
My only Diftrefs is the Want of Money, and is great. Bauboos Owflan Sing, Doorgbijey Sing, 
and his Son Mehipnarain, are with me. 

Chunargur, I have the Honour to be. See. 

27th Auguft 1781. Warren Hafting*; 

Num. 53. 


Sir, 


To Major Mofes Crawford, or to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty. 


I repeat, that if your Regiment has marched in Divifions, you immediately unite them, and 
march to this Place. You will meet with Oppofition. Avoid Ghauzipoor and great Towns. 
Obey all Orders from Major Popham. If hlajor Crawford has not marched, I defire that 
Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty will infliantly difpateh him with his Regiment and Two Guns to this 
Pl«cc. ■ , 1 am, Sir, &c. 

Chunar, Warren Haftings. 

28th Auguft 1781. Num. 54. 

To Colonel Muir •, 

, S'r, , „ . „ Chunar, 29th of Auguft 1781. 

I, the GQvernor General of the Provinces of Bengal, &c. &c. having received full Powers and 
^uthority frpm the Governor General and Council of the faid Provinces, and relying on your 
Fidelity, Prudence, Integrity, and Circumfoeftion, have deputed and appointed you to be the 
Public Minifter of the Governor General and Council aforefaid, to treat with Mahdajee Sindia, or 
any Perfon by him deputed for that Purpofej and I hereby delegate to you full Powers and 
Authonty to aft in that Capacity, according to the Inftruftions which I have given you for that 
Pufpolc.— —Given at Chunar, under my Hand and Seal, this 29th Day of Auguft 1781. 

Warren Haftings. 

Num. 55, 


Sir, 


To Major James Crawford. 


Underftanding that a Man, named Doonea Sine, has a Claim to Part of the Zemeedary of 
Bidjeygur, and is capable of raifing a confiderablc Body of Men j I have written to him to join, 
.ind aftord you every Aftiftance in his Power, and 1 fliall enclofc to him this Letter, to ferve as 
an Introdu^on to you. 

Chunar, I am. Sir, &c. 

of Auguft 1781. Warren Haftings. 

jv. B, A Letter the fame Day fent to Duljeet Sing, and another to Pertiput Sing. 


* The Letter which inclofed this is the lame 11 that inlerteti in the Firft Part of the Appendix, No. 4. A. ex- 
cept the Claufc referring to the Inclofure, The Credentials were written in EngtiOi and in Perfian. 
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Num. $ 6 , 

To Colonel James Morgan, adjoined to Duplicate of 25th and 26tb of Auguft. 

Sir, 

I repeat the above Orders, and requeft that you will ufe the utmoft Diligence to difpatch the 
Regiment of Sepoys and ArtiUery Ment you may follow with the Brigade at more Leifute. If 

S u can difpofe of your Attillciy in Safety, you will need no more than may be required for the 
arch, at here it Abundance i nor will you meet with much, if any, Oppofition. 

Chunar, 1 am. Sir, &c. 

goth Augull 1781. Warren Haftingi, 

Num. 57. 


Sir, 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 


I have been favoured with your Letter of the agd InlUnt, and have the Pleafure to inform 
you of my Arrival at this Place on the Morning of the 26th, with the ad Battalion of my Regi- 
ment. The Information I received on my Arrival here, of a large Force being alfembled at 
Zammaneeah, Ghauzipoor, &c. to obfiruft mv March, determined me, with the Advice of 
Major Eaton, to proceed no further, till joined by the ift Battalion of my Regiment, which 
1 am happy in inrorming you Joined me here at 2 o’Clock P. M. this Day, after a March of 
14 Cofs. As a Number or the Men, and moft of the Cattle of the Battalion, are To-day much 
fatigued and lame with forced Marches, I Ihall be under the NecefTity of halting them To- 
morrow i but next Day I will affuredly march, and lofe no Time in joining at Chunargur. You 
may rely, Sir, on my informing you as frequently as poflible of my Progrefs and Situation. 1 
propofe marching up on the Ramna^ur Side of the River to evade repeated Crolfing, more 
efpecially as it is uncertain whether I mould be able to procure Boats for crofling the Goomty. 

Buxar, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

31ft Auguft 1781. M. Crawford, 

Major 28th Regiment of Sepoys. 

Num. 58. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that I a n returned with my Detachment to my Encamp- 
ment oppofite the Fort, having fent all the Grain i could tind in the Villages to Colonel Blair. 

I am, &c. 

30th Auguft i;8i. (3 o’clock P. M.) T. Polhill. 


Num. 59. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, See, 

Sir, 

About the Month of November laft I communicated to Mr. Markham the Subftance of a 
ConverTation faid to have palTed been Rajah Cheit Sing and Saadut Ally, and which was reprt- 
cd to me by a Perfon in whom I had fome Confidence^ the Mode of communicating this In- 
telligence to you I left entirely to Mr. Markham. 

In this Converfation, which was private, the Rajah and Saadut Ally were faid to have talked 
of Hyder Ally’s Victory over Colonel Bailie’s Detachment, to have agreed, that they ought to 
feize this Opportunity of confulting their own Intereft, and to have determined to watch the 
Succefs of Hyder’s Arms. Some Days after this Converfation was faid to have happened, I 
was informed by the fame Perfon, that the Rajah had received a Meffan from one of the 
Begums at Fyzabad (I think it was from Shujah.ud-Dowlah’s Widow), adviung him not to com- 
ply with the Demands of Government, and encouraging him to expeA Support in cafe of 
his refining. This aUb 1 believe I communicated to Mr. Markham i. but not being perfeAly 
certain, I now think it my Duty to remove the Poflibility of your remaining unacquainted with a 
Circumftance which may not be unconneded with the prefent ConduA of the Rajah. 

Lucknow, I am. Sir, See. 

28th Auguft 1781. Francis Balfour. 

Num. 60. 


To Edward Wheler Efquire. 

Sir, 

Enclofed are Copies of Two Letters which I have had the Honour to write to you ; the firft 
in Duplicate from Banaris, and the laft from this Place. I doubt the Poflibility of the firft 
having efcaped the Vigilance of the People who arc Rationed in every Part of this Zemcedary to 
intercept my Letters. For the Conveyance of this Packet I Ihall tnift to a light Boat, which, 
with a ftrong Weft Wind aiding the Rapidity of the Stream, will certainly pafs without Interrup- 
tion, if the Fears ^ the Dandies do not urge them to quit the Boat. In the enclofed Letters you 

will 
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^ AprmBis. 

will receive a connected Relation of the Events which had befallen me to the 27th InRant, though 
purpofely abbreviated in the lall, for the fefer Means of Conveyance. 

riie Arrival of Lieutenant Polhill, whofe Aflivity cannot be too much applauded, has proved 
of verv great Service in freeing our Communication with the oppofite Shore. Our greateft 
Diftrels has been in the Want of Money and Provifions j the latter has been e&^wally reaspreda 
and with it the former in a Degree, by the Seizure of a larse Store of Grain made by Ucutehant 
Polhill Yefterday Morning, in a Village about Three Milea diftant, Information having been 
given me of it the preceding Evening. He was oppofed by a cohfiderable Body of the Enemy, 
reported to conflft of about 150 Horfc, Two Companies of Sepoys, and more than aooo 
Matchlock- Men, and Gongwars or armed Villagers, but were repulfed and dirperfed with fome 
Lofs on their Side ; On ours none. The Quantity of Grain fecured is eftimated at 5000 
Mds. which in our Situation is a moft important Acquilhion, as we have every Reafon to 
apprehend a total Failure of our Supplies when the Troops of this Place are reduced, ai they 
toon mud br, to the Complement of the Garrifon. Numbers are yet ailembiing to reinfwce 
the defeated Party of the Enemy, and thev have been ftrengthened by Four Guns from Ranh 
nagur, with the profeiTcd Determination of making one more Effort. 

I have received no Anfwers to the Letters which I have diverily and repeatedly written to 
Colonel Morgan, to Mr. Middleton, to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, and to Major James Craw- 
ford, to whom it efcaped me in my lad to inform you that 1 had fent Orders to march to the 
Borders of Bidjeyguri but I have received a Letter from Colonel Morgan, written with a 
Knowledge of the late Events, and cannot doubt that his Prudence will di6fate to him the ob- 
vious Necciruy, on an Occafion of fuch Emergency, of fending a Party to my Relief, without 
waiting for tlie Formality of Orders, which he will know can with Difficulty reach him. I have 
Accounts, which 1 trud to as authentic, that Major Mofes Crawford with his Regiment is on 
the Way } and my latter Letters to Mr. Middleton have been fafeiy palled beyond the Borders 
of this Zemeedary. Upon the whole 1 can venture to aflure you, that my Situation is aftually 
fuch as, with the Rcihrvation of that Influence which under every Circumftance mud be idlowed 
to Fortune in the Events attendant on a State of Warfare, will warrant the ExpeAation of an 
eafy and complete Succefs. 

Major Popham continues encamped on the Plain lying to the Eaftward of the Fort, where he 
will be flrengthened by ail the Men that can be fpared from this Garrifon } and as foon as the 
Preparations are completed for that Service, he will march to the Attack of Ramntgur. 

In the mean time 1 have not been inattentive to our more remote Concerns, which I ffiall 
referve for a future Detail, and more fecure Conveyance. 

The Rajah’s Situation, and the Difpofition of his Forces, except the Detachment which is 
oppofed to Lieutenant Polhill, is much the fame as they have been deferibed in my lad. 

Hyder Beg Khan has been fome Time arrived at Banaris, but prevented from joining me by 
the DedruAion of the Bridges laid over the Burna Nulla, on the lower Bank of which he is en- 
camped, and by the fudden great Swell of the Water, which has rendered it unfordable. Yet I 
cxpeA him foon, and his Prefence will afford me material Service. 

I have ordered to be enclofed Copies of Major Popham’s Return of the Lofs fudtined in the 
MalTacreof the i6thi of a Letter which has been written to me by Captain Sparks, and the 
Returns accompanying it, of the Killed and Wounded in the Attack of Kamnagur on the 30th 
Augud i and of a Letter from Captain Blair, conuining the Particulars or that ill-fated 
Enterprifet aifo a Lid of the Gentlemen wlio were with me in Banaris on the 2 id, and who 
accompanied me to Chunar. 

I cannot clofe this Letter without tedifying my SatisfaAion with Lieutenant Colonel Blair, for 
his Zeal and Attention, and the iUacrity with which he executed the Orders fent to him for the 
different Movements of the Detachments from his fmall Garrifon ; and my entire Reliance on 
the deady ConduA and approved Experience of Major Popham. My Regrets for the pad are 
Dcrfonal. 1 fhall ever retain a painful Remembrance of that Scene of Blood, of which I have 
been too near a SpeAator, and which no future Return of Profperity can ever efliace from 
my Mind t but in the ProfpeA before me, I think I have every Reafon to expeA the hiqipied 
Termination of it, in the Lxtenfion of the Powers and Influence of the Company t and that the 
pad Example may contribute to the Permanency of both, by prompting us to guard i^aind the 
fecret Growth of the like Evil which has produced it. 

Chunar, i I am, Sir, &c. 

3 1 d Augud 1781. Warren Hadings. 
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Nvm. 6 i . 

To Colonel Morgan. 

Sir, 

I repeat — Send immediately a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place, with 30 Artillery Men, 
Officers in Proportion, and One of Experience to command them. Follow with your whole 
Force. You will not have occafion for Artillery, if you can difpofe of it in Safety. Here is 

Abundance. , . 

Chunar, I am, Sir, See. 

ift September 1781. Warren Haftings. 

N. B. With this Letter were fent Colonel Muir’s Credentials, and his Inftruftions in Dupli- 
cate I ft September. On the fame Day Duplicate of Colonel Morgan’s Letters, and Triplicate 
ot Colonel Muir’s t and on the fame Day Triplicate of Colonel Morgan’s laft Letter*, and 
another Letter to Colonel Muir, with Inftru^lions copied from the Firft Part, with an additional 
Paragraph, authoriling him to treat without Credentials. Each of ihcfe Three Difpatches was 
incloled in a Quill. 

Ncm. 62. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

I have the Honour to congratulate you on the Succefs which Captain Blair has this Morning 
met with. I (hall do myicif the Fleafure of waiting on you, as foon as the Detachment returns 
to Camp, which I expeft in Half an Hour or fo. 

What I gather of this Bufinefs is, that our People advanced under a feverc Fire at firft, but the 
Enemy loon gave way, and left us Three of their Guns j One of thofe is the Gun Captain May- 
atfre loft. Mr. Murray and Four Europeans are fcorched by the Explofion of a Gun Cartridge, 
and feveral Sepoys killed and wounded. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Camp, 3d September 1781. W. Popham. 

P. S. The inclofed is juft come to Hand. (It was a Ihort Account from Captain Blair of the Suc- 

cefs of the Day.) 

Num. 63, 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

The 3d Inftant at Night, Major Popham did me the Honour to mention his Wi(h of furprizing 
the Enemy, then encamped near Patecta, with an Offer to me of commanding the Party which 
was to perform that Service. I moft gladly accepted itj and at One o’CIocK in the Morning 
marched off with the greater Part of my own Battalion, the Grenadiers of the 35th Regiment, m 
all about Five hundred and Fifty Men, and Two Six Pounders. I took my Route by the Left 
of our prefent Encampment, to avoid their Out Pofts, which I was fo fortunate to pafs unob- 
ierveci, and cxpeClcd to have arrived by the firft Appearance of Day Light, but was retarded in 
my March by the Badnefs of the Gun-Bullocks and Drivers. The Enemy were firft alarmed by 
lome Firing on the Weft Side of Chunar i nearly at the fame Time they muft have received In- 
formation of my March and Intentions, for I found them regularly drawn up on an extenfive 
Plain, more than a Mile to the Eaftward of their former Station, in Numbers about Four thou- 
land, including Four hundred Cavalry tolerably well mounted, and Six Pieces of Ordnance. 
They commenced the Cannonade about Five o’Clock in the Morning, diftant about Three (.gar- 
ters of a Mile. 1 continued to advance, and fo foon as our Round Shot would take effect, 1 fired 
upon their Line, and continued doing both ; their Infantry and Artillery firing very fmartly, and 
their Cavalry having furrounded us, which was deterred from charging our Line by a Shot from 
our Guns now and then. The Fire of our Artillery and Sepoys, which was very quick, obliged 
their Infantry to fall back. To get Pofleflion of their Guns, was immediately ncceflary at this 
critical Moment. Convinced of it, I ordered the whole of the Grenadiers to advance tor that 
Purpofc; which they did with fuch Impetuofity as overcame all Oppofuion; and feized Two Guns, 
which were immediately turned upon the Enemy. The Grenadiers were led on by Lieutenants 
Fallen, Birrcll, and Murray: I muft beg leave to mention them in the warmeft Manner for their 
gallant, fteady Conduft. The Enemy began to give way in every Part: Immediately after a very 
(mart Fire from all the Guns and Line completed our Succefs. About Six, or a liule after, the 
Enemy obferved no Regularity, every Man appeared to be guided by his own Fears, and ran 
away to the Town and Fort of Pateeta, which was in the Rear of their left Flank. Another Gun 
was about this Time taken, by a Party which 1 detached for that Purpofe. In another Part One 
of the Enemy’s Standards was taken, and foon after a Fourth Gun. Our Guns were well pointed 
and ferved by Lieutenant Baillie, the Officer of Artillery, to whom I am much obliged for his 
AQivity and ConduA during the whole of the Ailion. 


Taken 
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Taken from the Enemy: Four Braffcuns, with Limbers and Tumbrils, with a very large 
Quantity of Ammunition of every Kind, and of the very beft Materials j One of each Sort I have 
triken the Liberty of fending for your Infpeftion.— It appears evident to me, from the Quantity 
and Quality, to have been all prepared long before your Arrival at Banaris, and at a very confidcr- 
ablc Lxpence, Part of it being European Materials. 1 was under the Necedity of blowing up 
a Tumbril, and Two Limber Boxes full of Ammunition, a large Quantity of Powder, and leaving 
upwards of 1500 Round Shots, and One Gun (hotted and fpiked, for want of any Means to bring 
them off. * 

Three Brafs Guns, One Tumbril, and One Limber Box of Ammunition, 1 brought with me. 
The Sepoys offered their Services to draw them, which I thankfully accepted, and made them a 
Ihiall Rccompcnfc for their Readinefs. 

I now collected my wounded Men, which were very confidcrable, and much difperfed, occa- 
fioned by the Uiftance I had advanced. I provided them with Pahnkeens, Officers Horfes, 
Doolies, and every Thing which could be collefted. Mr. Laird, the Surgeon, was very diligent 
and active in giving his Aflifiance on this Occafion, as well as during the Adion. About Eight 
o’clock I was joined by Lieutenants Wade and Malcolm, with One Gun, the Rangers, and One 
hundred Sepoys; the Rangers made an Offer of dragging the Enemy's Guns, which 1 accepted, 
and employed them with the Sepoys, who had before made the like Application, and were much 
latigued. 

Having accomplifhed the Service, and I believe the Intention of my being detached, though I 
could not lurprize the Enemy’s Camp, owing to their early Intelligence, I judged it moft proper 
to return to our prefent Station-, which I did, the Enemy not chufing to give me any further 
Trouble. I take the Liberty to mention Lieutenant Birrell’s Condudl, during the whole of the 
Aftion, as deferving the higheft Praife from me-, alfo every Officer and Soldier I had the Honour 
of commanding. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Camp near Chunar, Thomas Blair. 

4th September 1781. 


Num. 64*. 

To Lieuteant Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote to you by a Hircarrah font this Morning. I am moll happy to inform you, that the 
Troops 1 expe(il To-morrow, and I will take care to have Provifions ready for the Europeans, 
that no Delay may be occafioned. The firft Information that Colonel Morgan had of your Want 
of Troops, was from a Letter I fent, which I am happy to find haftened Matters. The Bearer 
has a Letter from Colonel Morgan to the Governor. As every Endeavour on my Part has been 
exerted, fo (hall it be continued; and 1 (hall be mod happy if my Situation can be rendered in the 
(mailed Degree fcrviccablc.— — -All quiet. 

Believe me, dear Sir, &c. 

Illahabad, Saturday Night, J. P. Pigott. 

4th September 1781. 


Num. 65. 

To Major Mofes Crawford. 

Sir, 

Unite your Force.— If you have no Guns, do not hazard an Engagement, but take Pod, and 
advife me Where you arc, and Major Popham will march to fupport you. Write where you are, 
and your intended Route. 

Chunar, I am. Sir, &c. 

4th September 1781. Warren Hadings. 

Num. 66. 

To Colonel Morgan. 

Sir, 

Once more I write, and order that you do indantly detach a Regiment of Sepoys to this Place, 
with 30 Artillery, and Officers in proportion. — Lofe no Time. — Follow with the red of your 
Forces.— Leave your Artillery and Stores, if you can in Safety: Here is Abundance, and you will 
meet no Enemy in the Way. Colonel Cumming will take your Station. — Anfwcr me in this Com- 
pafs.— Give the Bearer 50 Rupees. 

Chunargur, I am. Sir, &c. 

4th September 1781. Warren Hadings. 

P. S. Ycderday we defeated the Enemy with great Slaughter, and took 4 Guns, Tumbrils, &c. 
but we cannot afford even another Viftory with our froall Force. 


* This (hould follow No. 66. 
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Num. 6 * 

To the Honourable Warren Hallings Eiquire, Governor General, See. 

My dear Sir, 

I am this Inftant favoured with your’s of the 14th, and I Yefterday received your public Letter 
of the 23d. The Khaun^r Regiment is arrived at Lucknow, and by To-morrow will, 1 have 
no Doubt, be on its Marcn, with a Lack of Rupees, to join you. Provifions will alfo be fent you 
daily from lllahabad. The Nabob will move towards you immediately. No Perfuafions will 
induce him to return to Lucknow. On this Subjefl 1 have written fully to Johnlon. 1 have 
received no Letters from you but the Two above mentioned. We Ihall be near you in Eight 
Days. 

HulTaupoor, My dear Sir, &c. 

29th Auguft 1781. Nath. Middleton. 


Num. 68. 

To Edward Whelcr Efquire. 

Sir, 

Yefterday Morning Major Popham detached Captain Blair with his Battalion, and Two Com- 
panies of his own Grenadiers, and Two Guns (6 Pounders), to attack the Enemy collcfled at 
Puteeta. They were prepared to receive him, and made a very fpirited Refiftance. After a 
very Icvere Adion, the Fortune of the Day was happily turned in our Favour, by a bold but 
well-judged Manoeuvre. Captain Blair detached his Grenadier Companies to attack Two Guns 
which were pofted on the Flank, and galled his Troops exceedingly. The Attack I'ucceedcd, 
and the Two Guns were turned upon the Enemy, who were foon after totally routed. Captain 
Blair brought off Three of their Guns, and fpiked the F’ourth, the Cariiagc of which was dif- 
ablcd. He brought away alfo One of their Tumbrils, and all his own loaded with their Ammuni- 
tion. Three mote of their Tumbrils, with much loofe Powder, were blown up on the Field. 
Captain Blair having no Means of bringing them away, he was alfo obliged to leave about 1^00 
of their Shot piled in a Village. The Enemy’s Numbers arc reputed 8 or 9000 Men •, though 
Captain Blair judges them from Appearance to be only 3 or 4000. They were their prime Men ; 
our Lol's, which I add with Regret, is 105 Men killed and wounded •, theirs muft be proportion- 
ably more, though unknown. It is remarkable, that the Enemy’s Artillery and C.»rtriJges maiie 
at Ramnagur are almoft equal to ours-, the;r Cartridges and Portfires compounded with equal 
Skill, and their Powder much better. This is the fccond inftance in which the Service is lig- 
nally indebted to the collcfted and intrepid Gallantry of Captain Blair. Other Praifes are due, 
which cannot be noticed in this. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

Ciiunar, Warren Haftings. 

4th September 1781. 

Num. 69. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, kc. 

Honourable Sir, 

The unufual Failure of Intelligence from you, and the Reports which are brought to me !,,■ 
the Natives being fraught with alarming Accounts of your Situation, have determined me to 
detach immediately Two Regiments of Sepoys, 40 European Artillery-Men, with Four Guns 
and One Howitz, with Orders to proceed with all Expedition to join you ; and the Officer com- 
manding the Detachment has Orders to purfue fuch Meafurcs, and make fuch Movements, as he 
Ihall deem expedient, according to his Intelligence, for effefting that Service. They will fet dr 
on Saturday next, September the ift. The Artillery, for the fake of Expediiioii, is to f,o 
down by Water to lllahabad, where it is to wait for the Arrival of the Sepoys. 1 Ihall immedi- 
ately order Three Battalions from the Detachment at Caipcc to march to this Station, and One 
Battalion under Major Gilpin will be left for the Proteflion of that Place. A frefh Supply of 
Ammunition has been difpatchcd to Lucknow for Major Roberts’s Regiment. — Though 1 canrnjt 
but imagine, that were your Situation anyways critical or dangerous, and you ftood in need of 
Military force to aflift you, I Ihould not have remained fo long without receiving Orders from you 
to fend Troops down 1 yet I doubt not but the Step I have taken will receive your Appiobaiion, 
as there is a Poflibility of your Orders having mifearried, and the Confcqucnce of a Delay, in lucii 
a Cafe, might prove ferious and dangerous.— -I ihall order the Regiment of my Biigadc that is 
now at Futtehgur, to march down to this Station as foon as poffible. — As the quick Arrival or 
this Letter to your Hands is promifed to be rewarded by you, or the Officer who receives it, 1 
beg leave to requeft that you may bcpleafed to order the Sepoys and Boatmen fuch Rewaid-, 
honorary or pecuniary, as you may think equal to the Merit of their Service. 

I have the Honour to be, & c. 

Khaunpoor, James Morg.iii, Colonel. 

29th Auguft lySr. 
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Num. 70. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. Banaris. 

Honourable Sir, 

Since I inclofcd the accompanying Duplicate, I have received a letter from Lieutenant Pigott 
at lllahabad, covering a Note from Colonel Blair, to communicate your Orders to an Officer 
commanding a Detachment proceeding from Khaunpoor to Banaris by Water; and Lieutenant 
Pigott has fent Three Copies of it that have fince arrived. His Care and Attention I muft beg 
leave to recommend here, as from thefc I received the firft authentic Intelligence of your being 
in want of Troops to alTift you-, and as by the Words of Colonel Blair’s Note, it appears that 
you had difpatched Orders to me for fending a Detachment of Troops down to Banaris-, but thefe 
Orders never reached me, and I am now at a Lofs to know what Strength you wilhed the De- 
tachment. To-day, Part of the Detachment I fend down to you under Command of Major 
Crabb will embark, and l o-morrow the whole will fet off; It confifts of a Party of Artillery 
under Captain Hill, the Two Flank Companies of the European Regiment, and Two Regiments 
of Sepoys, with Four 6 Pounders and One Howitz; Tumbrils, Ammunition, Draft and Car- 
riage Cattle. All will proceed by Water, but no more Boats can be procured here. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Khaunpoor, James Morgan, Colonel. 

30th Auguft 1781. 

N. B. The Bearer is highly deferving a good Reward. 

Num. 71. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

I have forwarded you Six Letters by different Difpatches ; but as I have not yet been honoured 
with your Inftruftions, and am daily receiving Reports of the Situation of Affairs towards Chu- 
nar, 1 am fearful of their having mifearried, and more fo from the Difafledfion which feems to 
prevail in this Part of the Country, and p.articularly in the Pergunnah of Scrinjah, where the In- 
habitants arc affembling in a fmall Fort, and rendering themfelves as formidable as the Situation 
will admit. Aware of the Confequenccs which might attend their Meafures, I wrote a Letter to 
the Aumils, Amur Sing and Ooden Sing, to require their Reafon for this Appearance of Hoftility ; 
but their Anfwcr was evafivc from the Subjedl; I addrelTed them on, and tindured with Inlolencc. 
.Such Steps therefore as 1 deemed neceffary for the Defence and Protcdlion of this Place I have 
been ftudioufly attentive to, and am now providing a Magazine of Provifions for the Expcnce 
ot the Garrifon in cafe of an Attack, which, from the Information of my Hircarrahs, 1 find my- 
fclf threatened with. For Affiftance in this Particular I applied to Beecramajcct, Fougedar of 
Boudgepoor-, but though his Profeftions arc tendered with all the Warmth of Sincerity, his 
Condud, and Connedion with Bucket Sing, induce me to think him but little attached to the 
intcrefts of our Government, and I have been therefore nccefllcated to make further Application 
to Mr. Grsme at Chupra.— The Number of Troops detached on Command from this Station, 
reduces my Force to 368 Rank and File, including the contiguous Out Guards and Sick ; and I am 
further deficient in an Hftablifhment to work the Ordnance of the Garrifon.— -The fevcral Dawks 
arrived at this Station lhall be forwarded under Charge of Major Crawford. 

1 have the Honour to be, See. 

Buxar, Ifaac Eaton, Major. 

30th Auguft: 1781. 

Num. 72. 

^ \ 7 he two following Letters were fent from Ramnagur hy Teekehund to Govind Ram Pundit at 

Banaris, and delivered to the Governor General by Bencram Pundit on the ^ih September 1781. 

Tranftation of an Arzce/rcwi Rajah Cheit Sing to the Honourable Governor General. 

When I waited upon your Highnefs in your Pinnace, I reprefented to you every Thing which 
was proper to be reprefented j that my Life, my Country, and Property belonged to your High- 
ncls v requefting that you would order whatever was your Pleafure, and 1 was ready to obey it 
with Pleafure. I bcfidcs performed all the Duties of Obedience and Humility, and reprefented 
all the Particulars with a View to the prefent Time ; for 1 well knew, that as foon as Owlfan Sing 
fliould be introduced to your Highnefs, Mr. Markham and the Moulavies, &c. having fettled 
this Plan, would make you conceive Difpleafure againft; me. At that Time your Highnefs an- 
fwered, that you had no Bufinefs with my Life or Property j that you had not given Admiffion 
to Owffan Sing, or any of his People ; that you had no Connection with any of my Relations : 
What Crime did 1 afterwards commit, that, by the Advice of my Enemies, you (hould rclolvc to 
confine me with fuch Difgrace ? However I remained until Evening in Confinement, and be- 
haved in no Inftancc otherwife than with the greatell Humility and Obedience.— I addrefied feve- 
7 ral 
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ral Araces, exprcfling my Rcadincfs to obey your Orders ; and that I was your Slave, and was 
ready wich my Life and Property — Qbferve, that C^cit Ram Chubdar came to mv, anti reviled 
me, and with a loud Voice gave both me and my People the vileft Abufe. The People of th^? Sirkar 
fifft fired Balls from their Guns, and difeharged their Mulkctsv immediately the Tumult arofe, 
and, notlsithftanding my moft earned Requed for them to defid, no one would hear me. Myl'elf, 
after being woundca by a Sword in the Hand of the Captain, efcaped with Life from that immi- 
nent Danger, and withdrew myfelf. If you will examine with an Eye of Juftice, and without 
lidening to Tale-bearers and Informers, you will find no Crime in me ; and your Mind, which is 
the Mirror of the World, will I am certain approve of it.-— I have before addrefled Arzees to you, 
but have not yet been honoured with an Anfwcr. — Owfan Sing has not yet cealed from ruining 

the Adairs. Shduld now my Life and Honour be left to me, 1 am your Slave. — Beneram Pun> 

dit will have reprefented my Situation to you, and will continue to do fo.] 

Num. 73. 

Tranflation ef a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing to Beneram Pundit, 

1 formerly wrote all Particulars of tr.y State to you at Calcutta, that you might explain them 
fully to his Highnefs the Nabob. When his Highnefs came towards this Charter, I repeated every 
Thing to him on board his Pinnace : That I was in every Indance ready, that my Lite, Country, 
and Property belonged to him, and that he Ihould do whatever he wilhed. To this he replied, 
that he had nothing to do with my Country, Property, or Life. A Day or two after he fent a 
Battalion to Shcwallah, with Mr. Markham and Three other Gentlemen, and put me into Con- 
finement j he likewife fent Guns. Notwithdanding this I made no Oppolition, and remained con- 
fined till Evening. I addrefled an Arzec to the Governor, that I Ihould make no Oppofition, 
and that he might do with me whatever he liked. This however did not meet with his Appro- 
bation. Cheit Ram Chubdar came to me, and gave the viled Abufe to me and my People } they 
then fired the Guns and difeharged their Mulkets. In this Indant 1 mod earnedly requeded 
them to defid I but upon the Captain’s driking me with his Sword, the Tumult commenced i 
I myfelf having cfcaped with Life, remained at a Didance, when Battalions and Guns, fent from 
the Fort of Chunar, arrived at the Town of Ramnagur. My People, for the Proteftion of their 
Honour and Credit, defended themfclves.— As my Honour is bedowed on me by the Nabob, I 
have therefore addrefled an Arreeto his Prcfcnce, which you will prefent, and procure a fpeedy 
Anfwer. Whatever may be proper, do you reprefent, and fend me an Anfwer. 

Num. 74. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

{honourable Sir, 

The Relation of the unlucky Accident which prevented my going to Chunar, and tlie Diflrefles 
I have fuffered fince, I fliall forbear mentioning till I have the Honour and Happinefs of (ecing 
you 1 I will only briefly acquaint you, that the Rajah having difeovered the Place of .my Conceal- 
ment at the Houfeof Gopaul Dofs, he fent a Number of his People Yeftcrday to take charge of 
me, and 1 am now with him at Lutteefpoor. 

Pardon me. Sir, and do not impute it to any prefumptuous Liberty, if, at the Rajah’s humble 
and earned Entreaty, I propofe, on his Part, Terms of Conciliation and SubmilTion : He folcmnly 
declares that the Misfortunes refulting from the late Event were contrary to his Wi(h and Intent, 
his Difpofltion ever leading him to live in Peace and Friendlhip with the Englilh Nation, and to 
pay implicit Obedience to your Commands. The Rajah deflres me to fay, that he is difpofed to 
pay the Honourable Company the cuflomary Tribute, and any other Demands you may in Reafon 
make upon him. To this you will pleafe to reply, as the Exigency of our Situation and your fu- 
perior Wifdom may fuggefl. 

I aflure you, Sir, that though I am now in the Rajah’s Power, and cannot avoid repeating to 
you what he has requefted, 1 have taken up my Pen with Fear and Trembling, left any Thing 1 
have faid Ihould give you Difpleafure } for I am confeious of my Inferiority, and fcarce dare en- 
tertain a Hope that any Thing that comes conveyed through me will be attended toj but I confide 
in the Goodnefs of your Heart ; and the bare PolFibility of being inftrumental to the putting an 
End to our prefent Yroubles mitigates all my Fears. 

You will perceive my prefent diftrefled Situation, and pardon every Impropriety and Inaccuracy 
in this Letter } and believe me to be with the flneereft Attachment and Refpedl, 

Honourable Sir, &c. 

Lutteefpdor, Jacob Barnet. 

Tuclday 5th September 1781. 
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^UM. 75. 

To the Nabob Vizerr. 

t was mack happy by the Receipt of your Excellency’s Two Letters, accompanied by Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s, acquainting me that you have advanced fome Days Journey from Lucknow, and arrived 
at I'tcpulpoor, and that you would proceed from thence towards this Place, where you would foon 
ai rive. Before this I wrote to your Excellency, requefting that you would lay afide your Intention 
ol coming here, and return to Lucknow, that you might not fufferany Inconvenience on the Road, 
from the rebellious Difpofition of Cheit Sing’s People j and that 1 , having fettled thefe Matters, 
would proceed to an Interview with your Excellency ; and that you ought by no means to think 
of coming to this Quarter. But as 1 learn that notwithilanding this your Excellency is refolved on 
coming to my AlFiftance, I am filled with the higheft Gratitude for fo noble a Proof of your 
I riendfliip. It is now incumbent on your Prudence and Circumfpeftion that you advance with 
the greaicrt Caution, to prevent any Inconvenience from the Treachery of Cheit Sing’s People. 
As foon as I am informed of your Excellency’s Approach to Chunar, I will crofs the River with as 
many Troops as I have with me, and will proceed to meet you. Three Days ago Major Popham, 
with a (mail Part of his Detachment, attacked a large Force of Cheit Sing’s entrenched near the 
Fort of Pateeta, defeated them completely, and took Four Guns, feveral Tumbrils of Ammuni- 
tion, and a confidcrable Quantity of all Sorts of Military Stores. 1 beg leave to congratulate your 
Excellency on this fignal Succefs. 

September 6tb, 17K1. 

^ [Num. 76. j 

From Cheit Sing to the Governor General. 

Before this the Arzees which I have repeatedly addreflTed to your Prefence will have been perufed 
by you, Lut to this Time 1 have not been honoured with an Anfwer to any one of them. I am in 
every way ready in my Allegiance and Duty, and have obeyed all your Highnefs’s Orders, and 
never have I been negligent in any one Point •, and your Highnefs, from your Goodnefs and Juftice, 
has always been pleakd to proteA and fupport your own Slave, and to (hew him Favour. All this 
'l ime, when from the unfortunate State of the Times the Reports of felf-interefted Perfons have 
met with Reception at the Prefence, I humbly reprefent that the Words of evil-minded, felf-in- 
terefied Perfons be not attended tot but that your Highnefs, looking upon me as a Slave raifed by 
yourfelf, will be favourable towards me, becaufe I am your Slave, and am ready in my Duty and 
Allegiance. Although I have been guilty of no Fault, yet the Slave is by all means criminal, and 
the Bufinefs of the Mailer is Pardon. By the BlelTing of God, your Highnefs is the Mailer, and 
is jull i let him confider that in all the Three Battles the Army of the Sirkar was the AggrelTor. 
Now Matters have pafled the Extremities. Should you even now bellow Life upon me, it would 
not be foreign from the Duty of a Mailer. 

Dated the aifl. of Ramzaun.] 

Num. 77. 

To the Honourable Warren Hallings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

A Detachment of too Europeans, 30 Artillery Men under Captain Hill, a Regiments of 
Sepoys, I Howitz, &c. under the Command of Major Crabb, fet off by Water on the 3 ill ult. 
for Chunargur. Your Order of the 25th ult. I received the ill, and that of the 26th on the 
2d. I lent by Exprefs your Order to Colonel Cumming immediately. I am preparing to follow 
the Detachment with my whole Force as foon as poflfible. I have wrote to you Letters in Tri- 
plicate, to inform you of what I have done. I have given Major Crabb particular Orders to carry 
down Grain and I’rovifions with him, and gave him 25,000 Rupees to purchafe it with, which was 
all the Calh in the Treafury here. I am now much diftrelTcd for Boats. Some of my Letters I 
lent down by Water. Depend upon my ufing the utmoll Expedition. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Khaunpoor, James Morgan, Colonel. 

4th September 1781. 


Num. 78. 

GENERAL ORDERS iflued at Chunar 8th September 1 78 L 

The Governor General defires to exprefs publicly the Senfe which he entertains of the gallant 
Behaviour of the Officers and Troops in the Attack made upon the Enemy’s Camp near Pateeta on 
the 4th Inftant. The Governor General confiders Captain Blair as entitled to his warmell Appro- 
bation, for the Refolution and Condu6l which he evinced in defeating a Force fo much fuprrior 
ill Number, nor wanting, as it has appeared, in pcrfonal Bravery. 

o The 
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The Spirit exerted by Lieutenants Fallon. Birrell, and Murray, v^ho led the Grenadiers, the 
Service performed by the Artillery under Charge of Lieutenant Baillie, and in genera the 
Steadinefs and Attenuon of every Officer in his Station, lAterially contributed to the Succefs of 
the Aftion, and give them a Claim to the higheft Commendations. 

The Governor General alfo highly commends the Care and Aftivity of Mr. Laird, in his Attcn- 
tion to the Wounded during the Aftion * 

It is with great Satisfaftion that the Governor General gives the Praife, which has been reore- 
fented to him as due, to the diftinguilhed Behaviour of the Grenadiers of the Detachment. ^ 

Nom, 79. 

To Colonel Morgan. 

You have aaed nobly, and with a Decifion that does you Honour. I moft heartily thank yod 
1 have had a Letter from Major Crabb, dated the 2d, from lllahabad : He propofed to march bv 
Land from thence, and I exMiSk him hourlyi though 1 have not heard from him (incc. The Nabob 
is near-, Major Mofes Crawford is alfo on the Way from Dynapoor, and is reported to be at 
Sukkerdeea, which is but 4 Cofs from Ramnagur. 1 have written to you the News of die ad 
On that Morning Captain Blair, with 5 Battalion Companies and 2 Companies of Major Pod’ 
ham's Grenadiers, with Two Six Pounders, attacked the Enemy, encamped in a Body of more 
than 4000 Men, at Pateeta j and after a very fcverc and doubtful Conflift, in which wc loft lor 
Men, killed and wounded, he obtained a moft decifivc Viftory, taking all their Guns and Am- 
munition, viz. 4 Guns, 4 Tumbrils, and of Ammunition an incredible Quantity, moft of which 
he deftroyed, fpiked One Gun, and brought away the reft. I hope that it will be unncccflary for 
you yourfelf to proceed this Way, yet march, and ufc your own Diferetion in advancing If 
your Prefence (hall be r^uired, you will receive the fureft Proof of it by the Failure ?f mv 

with^he wVbib^'" ***' Contagion of the Example. 1 am much pleafed 

8th September 1781. Haftings. 

Kum. 80. 

^ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquifc. 

Dear Sir, ^ 

Men, are come into 

Hufleepoor. The Two laft have, I underftand, joined Futtch Shah, on a Promifeof his Afllft- 

Zemcedaries in Gooruckpoor, which is to be the 
ftcond Object of this Confederacy. I have no Force to defend any Part of my Diftrids, and 

ASanMlTthirr)rr"r" * Neceffity of calling on the Zemcedars of Sirkarkrun for their 
Afliftance on thw Occafioo, and fome of the principal Men amongft them arc gone with their 
Dependants to Huffeepwr , but I confefs I have no great ConBdcnce in them. Icvcral of them 
.ire intimately conneded with Chcit Sing, there are alfo fome allied by Marriage to Doorgbijey 
^ngand to Owfan Sing: The Names of thefe laft are Gopaul Narain. Serib NaraircS 

/‘‘gonaut Saw. Letters to them from Doorgbijey 
Sing and Owfan Sing would be of infinite Service, and might, in fome Degree, counterad the 
infamous Attempts of Chcit Sing. One Letter of his (and I have Reafon fo believe there ale 
^'nlilree^r w Durjoo Smg, a Zemccdar of the Dillrid, at prefent employed 

h i!^f neKrhl*A^- r u ^ immediately fent it to me *. 

thfreii d£ n ‘«^g' Seal of his Government affixed to it. 

his People Sepoy he can, and join him with all 

AhlS ultimo I acquainted you with the Application I had made to Colonel 

a?DTlL?was Ni:.“'r ^^olc Force 

Icrviceablc, * they were lately incorporated, and the Arms they had un- 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Charles Orarme. 


Chuprah, 

4th September 1781. 

N^vm. 8t. 

Honourabl S‘ Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Yeftcrday by your Hicarrahs, who were purfued, and arc returned, The Body 
Ramnaoiir ate with roc. I fliall halt hereabouts till I hear from you, or of your being at 

itamnagur. Tout Hircarrahs will attempt to return To-night again. ^ 


• This ii entered in Part ill. 
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Num. 82. 

To Colonel Muir. 

Cliunar, loth September i;8i< 

[This Letter has already been inferred in the Appendix, Part i, P. 176* No. 4. B.] 

Numb. 8j. 

To Edward Whelcr Efquire. 

Sir, 

1 have advifed you in Triplicate of the Succefs gained by Captain Blair on the 3d. It wai 
dear, but dccilive. With 550 Men oppofed to more than 4000, he completely routed them, 
took all their Guns (4), Tumbrils (4), and Ammunition immeafurable. Major Mofes Crawford 
is at Dildarnagur, about the Midway between this and Buxar ; there he will remain till M^or 
Popham moves. Yefterday Morning Major Crabb with his Detachment, confifting of too Eu- 
ropean Infantry, 30 Artillery with Captain Hill, and Two Regiments of Sepoys, arrived, and 
thefe were all tranfported to this Side before the Evening. Major Roberts with his Regiment, 
and One Lack of Rupees, has palTcd Illahabad, and is hourly expeded. The Nabob Vizeer, 
whofe ConduA I mult in Judice applaud, arrived this Morning at his Camp on the oppofite 
Side of the River. There I met him. He propofcs to crofs and encamp on this Side with a 
fmall Guard. His Army would darve us. I hope that Major Popham will be able to begin his 
Operations on the t4Ch at the lated. Doubt not of thefpeedy Succefs. The Kajah has made re- 
peated Overtures for Peace, lefs humble in Terms than in the Mode i but 1 have declined to an- 
fwer him, or even to temporize ; The Example is dangerous, and ought, even with Hazard, to 
be checked in this drd Indance. You will have heard, and you will hear, many falfe and alarm- 
ing Reports ; for the Enemy invent, and our own Hircarrahs exaggerate. Colonel Morgan has 
aded with a Promptnefs and Decifion which merit public Thanks ; and I with Pleafurc learn, 
that all the Officers of the Detachment (hewed an Eagernefs equal to his. Colonel Morgan ap- 
pears to have formed the Refolution on the a9th j the Troops were embarked on the 3 id, and 
they arrived in lefs than Ten Days from Khaunpoor. I avail myfelf of this vacant Space to 
aflure you, that all will terminate happily. 

Chunar, Warren Hadings, 

iith September i;8i. 


Num. 84.' 

To Major Mofes Crawford. 

Sir, 

1 defire that you will immediately proceed with Caution, but with Expedition, to this Placet 
you are not likely to be oppofed .->1 (hall advife Major Popham, with whom your Junftion 
would be at this Time liable to Uncertainty, and is unnecelTary. 

Chunar, 1 am, &c. 

17th September 1781. Warren Hadings. 

P. S. Major Popham is at Pateeta. 


Num. 85. 

To Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding the temporary Brigade. 

Sir, 

It being ncceflary, in the prefent Situation of Affairs, that the whole Military Force beyond 
the Provinces Ihould aft in Concert, and be ultimately under the Orders of the fenior Officer; 
you will therefore be pleafed to obey all fuch Orders as you may henceforth receive from Colonel 
Morgan. 

Chunargur, 1 am, &c. 

1 3th September 1781. Warren Hadings.' 


Num. 86 . 

To Colonel Morgan, commanding the Forces beyond the Provinces. 

Sir, 

As the prefent Situation of Affairs makes it probable that our whole Military Force beyond the 
Provinces may be required to aft in Conjunftion, or at lead in Concert, 1 have, in the accompa- 
nying Letter to Colonel Sir John Cumming, direfted him to obey all fuch Orders as you may 
jud^e proper to fend him *, and I requed, that on Receipt hereof, you will pleafe to order him 
to lend the Regiment of Cavalry, and One Regiment of Native Infantry from his Brigade im- 
mediately, to Lucknow for the Pioteftion Of that City. 

Chunargur, 1 aiti, &C. 

13th September 1781. Warren Hadings. 
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Num. 87. * 

To the Honourable Warren Ballings Efquire. 

Sir, 

I received your Note of the 4th, at 1 P. M. i marched in 15 Hours after— empty Magazine, 
(battered Artillery— Troops 3 Months in Arrears— have 10 Rounds per Man — with me 3 Regi- 
ments-, 2 good, 1 bad— Eight Guns— my whole Force. Confidered the Circumftances under 
wliich you wrote — Country not to be left without the Appearance of Troops — difpolcd to Dif- 
turbancc— left Landeg with 5 bad Guns — 18 Companies that could be of little Ufe with me — 
will keep all quiet — fave Cantonments — durft not rccal Daranagur Troops i would be aban- 
doning the whole Upper Country — fent Exprefs to be ready at a Moment’s Notice — fcnt Mor- 
gan moft of the Boats, prclTing all on the River— (hall fend them off the Moment they arrive— 
wrote to him, if he will (lay at Khaunpoor I will go to Chunar — if not marched, believe can 
be there before him by Land or Water— think there is no Force can prevent me — lhall be at 
Khaunpoor the lOth. — No Anfwer from Morgan.— Cavalry cannot get on fafter than the Sepoys. 
—If I goon, I hope for Ammunition at Khaunpoor.— If Morgan has marched I muff ffay at 
Khaunpoor; or, if he will go, I have your Orders to ffay — he to march. —Wilh I had been at 
Khaunpoor— did not think you would been obliged to go to Chunar Fort.— Have done 
every Thing for the beff, am fatisfied of this *, but with your Approbation, if Morgan is 
marched, and I have bad Accounts, will leave the broken Regiment at Khaunpoor, and pulh 
down by forced Marches.— Beg, if poflible, to hear from you.— Send Duplicate of this. 

Kanouge, John Gumming. 

7th September 1781. 

Num. 88. 

To Major Popham. 

Sir, 

You will receive into your Charge and Command the following Corps of the Army now af- 
fimblcd at this place; viz. The Grenadiers and Ljght Infantry of the ad Regiment of European 
Infantry ; a Detachment of Artillery from the ad Brigade ; the Foreign Rangers ; iff Battalion of 
the 6th Regiment ; 19th, 30th, and 35th Regiments of Sepoys, and a Detachment of Sepoys 
commanded by Lieutenant Polhill, and a Body of Cavalry furnilhed by the Nabob Vizeer.— Major 
Mofes Crawford, commanding the aSth Regiment of ^poys and a Detachment of Cavalry, and 
Major James Crawford, commanding the Independent Companies of Sepoys ftationed at Chitra, 
have been direded to put themfelves under your Command, and their Corps are to be confidered 
as Fart of your Detachment. 

Thcfe Troops you are to employ, without Lofs of Time, in fubduing and difperfing the rebel- 
lious Forces or Rajah Cheit Sing, and in reducing the Zemcedary of Banaris and its Dependencies 
to the Obedience of the Company. 

That you may be enabled to carry thefe Orders into effedual Execution, I hereby give you full 
and abibluce Authority, independent of all other whatfoever, except that of the Governor General 
and Council and my own, to profecute this Service in whatever Manner you (hall judge moff ex- 
pedient for bringing it to a fp^edy and fuccefsful Termination. 

When the Service will admit of a Redudioo in the Strength of your Detachment, you will pleafe 
to return 10 me the 30th Regiment of Sepoys ; and as Toon as a further Redudion can be admitted, 
the iff Battalion of the 6th Regiment of Sepoys and Lieutenant Pulhill’s Corps are to return tu 
this Place. 

Cbunargur, I am, Sir, &c. 

the 15th of September 1781. Warren Haffings. 

Num. 89. 

To Major Ifaac Eaton commanding at Buxar. 

Sir, 

I have received your Letter of the izth Inftant. I approve of the Meafures you have taken, 
1 enclofe Letters for Ally Azeem Khan and Bauboo Boobnarain Sing, which pleafe to forward. 
All here is well. Major Popham is befieging Pateeta. 

Chunar, I am, &c. 

the 1 8th of September 1781. Warren Haffings. 

Num. 90. 

To Edward Wheler, Efq. 

Sir, 

My laff was the iitli.— The Forces now affembled are the 6th, 7th, i9tb, 30th, and 35th Re» 
giments, Lieutenant Folhill’s Battalion of the Body Guard, Two Companies of European Grena- 
diers and Light Infantry, 30 Artillery Men, and the Rangers, and 600 of the Nabob’i Horfc.— 
Major Popham marched on the 16th ; one Divifion to Pateeta, another with Major Crabb to the 

3 G Back 
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ApPBJfDIJC. 

Back of Luttcefpoor.— I do not cxpeft fny Thing dccifive fo foon as 1 wifh— there muft be De- 
lays, and 1 feel them forely •, but 1 thank God that I am myfclf a Witnefs of the Evils, Wants, 
and Errors of our Service, though I have been nearly the Viftim of themj fince it has furnilhed me 
with the Means, though (low, of correding them. The Province of Oud has catched the 
Contagion i but I fhall difmifs the Nabob in a few Days, and doubt not but his Troubles will be 
foon quelled. I give my foie Attention to the prefent Objed, which accomplilhed, every other will 
follow. Major Crawford muft be near. I expeft him hourly. Believe no Report. 1 have not yet 
received one Letter from you. 

Chunar, I 

i8th September 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Nvm. 91. 

Extras <?/ General Orders ijfued at Chunar litb September 1781. 

Captain Hogan is ordered to raife immediately a Corps of Native Infantry, to confift of Seven 
Companies of One hundred Rank and File each, to form a Guard for the Refident of Banaris. 

Num. 92. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

1 was yefterday honoured with your Letter of the 8th Inftant ■, and it gave me a fincere Pleafure 
to learn the Succefs of our Arms under Captain Blair, and of there being fo promifing a Profped 
of Punifhment fpeedily falling on the Rebel Infurgents. 1 arrived here, after Five Days March, 
from Khaunpoor. The Troops fuffering greatly from the Heat rendered it neceflary to halt a Day 
here. To-morrow I proceed to Illahabad, where I hope again to have the Pleafure of hearing from 
you, or of getting fuch Intelligence as may ferve to dired me to take fuch Meafures and mak^e fuch 
Movements as may beft promote your Defigns. I have Two Packets for you from Colonel Muir : 
They being large and of Importance makes me unwilling to truft them as yet to be conveyed by 
Hircarrahs. 

Karra, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

15th September 1781. James Morgan. 


Nvm. 93. 


To Colonel Morgan. 


Sir, 

I repeat my Thanks for the eflfedual Aid which you have given me, and the Decifion with whicli 

f ou refolved on it. The Detachment arrived the toth j Major Roberts’s Regiment the jgth ; and 
hourly exped Major Crawford from Dinapoor. Major Popham has invefted Pateeta, a Fort 6 
Miles S. E. of Chunar. We have now a Force equal to every probable Exigency come to Illaha- 
bad, and remain there. You need not advance } and I hope in a few Days to be in a State to de- 
fire you to return. 1 had lefs Cabfe to guard againft the adual Enemy than againft the Contagion 
of Example. The Nabob has aded moft honourably. Send immediately to Joofy the Bazar 
People of the 7th and 19th Regiments, the Camp Equipage, Lalhcars, &c. of the European Ar- 
tillery and Infantry with this Detachment, and as nnuch Flour as you can fparc for the latter. An 
Eicort from the Nabob will condud them from Joofy. 

Chunar, I am, &c. 

19th September 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. 94. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

It is with the greateft Concern I fend you the cnclofed for Mr. Middleton, intercepted by the 
Rajah’s People. There is another Letter from Myor Hannay, dated Fyzabad, loth Inftant i the 
Purport of which is nearly the fame as that incloied, to caution you againft the fecret Defigns of the 
Nabob, and that he (Major Hannay) is much diftreft^ and ill. The Rajah will not fuffer me to 
fend the Major’s Letter to you, from fome capricious Whim : I dare not now aik him •, but the 
Major fays nothing more than I tell you. I was obliged from fad NtcelBty to tell the Rajah fome 
Part of the Contents of the Enclofed i but 1 took care it Ihould be merely plaufible ; I omitted 
fuch Particulars as he might take the lead Advantage of. For Heaven’s Sake, Sir, condefeend to 
liften to fome Terms of Conciliation, while we can do it without lelfening our Dignity. Pardon 
me the Prefumption of advifing you. 1 am, it is true, wanting in Wifdom and the Knowledge of 
Politics, but 1 lee the Rajah is vei;y (I fear too) formidable. 1 am greatly dillrcfted at the Contenu 
of the inclofed Letter. Heaven avert the impending Storm, and protect you ever I 
Lutteefpoor, 

Tuefday Night 1 1 o’Clock, Jacob Barnet. 

18 th September 1781. 
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Num. 95. ^ 

To Nachanicl Middleton Efqoire (enclofed in the above), 

My dear Nat. • 

In foch critical Times as thefe every Man has a Right to relate what he hears. A Friend (hould and 
may do it without Impropriety 1 therefore, before Hannay leaves the Neighbourhood of Fyzabad, I 
write you my News and Opinion, left hereafter our Communication be cot off". There is certainly 
Villainy abroad. The Nabob, it is faid, fet out well inclined to our Intereft i but fince, he and 
Saadut Ally have come to a proper Underftanding ; The latter wrote him, he was wrong to give 
us any AlTrllancc ■, that foch another Opportunity might never offer of llrikins off the Yoke •, as 
yet he need only ftand neuter himfcif, and, under Pretence of affembling his Zcmeedais to attack 
Cheit Sing, privately direft them toobftruft the Jun^ion of our Forces by every polliblc Means. 
The Begums gave the fame Advice, and Promife of Money. ‘This Cheit Sing has already difburfed 
to a great Amount. This Plan was the Caufe of Gordon’s Difafler, being attacked in the Nabob’s 
Country while he thought bimfelf amongft Friends. My Information is from fome Zemeedars, 
who I have had it in my Power to be kind to, Alfo, it is the public Talk of Fyzabad, where my 
People are daily infulted. Likewife Zalim, who is with 2,000 Men on the other Side, and mean’s 
to crofs in the Morning, boafts that be will foon do for us, as the Nabob will fend I lann.ay no 
Affiftance, that he is fure of} nor will any of the Collcdlors pay more Money. We fhall therefore 
fborily have none to pay our Troops with, while they have Plenty. Hanisay is now about Two 
Cofs below Ry Ghaut, on the Oud Side, with only Two Companies, Two Guns, and (I believe) 
fome difaflfcfled Horfe. 1 have written him prclDogly to crofs to this Place •, for fhould Zalim be 
over before him, I fhall be hemmed up in a fmall Fort with 150 Sepoys, when Zalim will take care 
Hannay does not get over to relieve me ; perhaps, while attempting to pafs the Gogra, be attacked 
by the People of the Begums, with the Zemeedars fet on by her. In fuch an Event he could not 
poffibly efcape Dcftru^lion : My Waufelaut would foon be fettled after fuch an Accident. 1 am 
apt to think this Marattah Treaty is only a Fetch to gain Time, until the Rains are over for cer* 
tain, as their Horfe could not aA during that Seafon. Look to yourfelf, Nat •, you may be in 
the Nabob’s Power. Mr. Haftings (hould not leave Chunar until there be Force very fufficient 
at Hand, both to check his Excellency and do for Cheit Sing, led he get into a worfe Scrape. 
A very few Days will determine it one way or other with regard to us Rulcrt over thefc. You 
may think me numming } but it is more than Odds wq never, never meet again. God profper 
you ! and pray take care, &c. 

Amore, Yours, &c. 

9th September 1781. J. Macdonald. 

Num. 96. 

To Mr. Barnet. 

Dear Sir, 

The Governor has received your Letter of laft Night’s Date, and defu-es me to acquaint you 
that it gives him great Concern to 6nd you ace compelled to be the Infirument of Conveyance of 
the Rajah’s Letters and Meffages, which the uniform Treatment they have met with from the 
Governor muft have convinced you are totally ulclefs and unavailing. He wifhes therefore you 
would, once for all, acquaint the Rajah, that it will be to no Manner of Purpofe to force this 
difagrceable Talk upon you in future, and that every Application from him hereafter will meet 
with the fame Reception as the pad, and be abfolutcly inadmifllble. I finccrely with you rc- 
leafed from your prefent diftrefsful Situation. 

Chunargur, ' 1 am, &c. 

19th September, 1781. W. Palmer. 

Num, 97. 

To Major Popham*. 

1 had before heard of your Succefs, and was pretty well apprized of it from my own Ob- 
feryation at Day>break, and after > but my SatisfaAion was checked by my Fears for the Lofs 
which you might have fuflained.— Your Note has relieved me. I am happy, and I do moft heartily 
congratulate you on the complete Succefs of this Atchievement, which in every Light refleits the 
higheft Honour on your ConduA, and on the Bravery and Steadinefs with which it was followed. 
I am fending an Order to Major Crawford to join you this Evening, and will exchange his Guns for 
a Six Pounders. 

You will have perceived from Major Crabb’s Letter, that his JunAion with you is no other- 
wife to be cffcAcd but by the Conqueft of Luttedpoor i for it will ruin his Corps to return by the 
fame Route, and he has no other, except the high Road, which is through Lutteefpoor and Fa- 
teeta. Let me know what you propofe doing next. I (ball fend a Tranfeript of your Note in 
Quadruplicate to Calcutta } and beg the Favour of you to order Captain Scott, or any other able 


* The Letter to which this ii an Aofwcr it No. ico. 
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Hand, 
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AppeNDix. 

Hand, to write and fend me the Particulars of this Day’s Aftion, and a Return (which I yet ex- 
peft to give me fomc Pain) of your Kfllcd and Wounded. Once more I give you Joy, and 
add my mod hearty 1 hanks j and I beg that you will prefent thcfe in the llrongcll Terms (they 
cannot exceed my Feejings) to the Officers and Men of your Army. 

l am, &c. 

Pall Eleven 20th September 1781. " Warren Haftings. 


Num. 98. 

To Edward Whcler Efquire. 

Sir, 

1 mod heartily congratulate you on the Succefs of our Arms in the Conqueft of Patecta, for the 
Particulars of which I refer you to the inclofed Letter from Major Popham. I underdand that 
large Reinforcements, both from I.uttcefpoor and Ramnagur, oppofed him in the Field. It was 
intended to attack both Pateeta and Lutteefpoor at the fame Time, and the former by an indanc 
Adault. Major Crabb, with a drong Detachment appointed for the latter Service, marched on 
the Night ot the 15th by a large, and, as it has fince appeared, fcarce praAicablc Circuit, 
towards a Pafs which lies behind, or to the South of Lutteefpoor. A Letter received this Morn- 
ing mentions his Arrival on the Plain which adjoins to the Pafs, after a March of Three Days, 
indead of One, as was expended. It is the Road to Bidjeygur, and faid to be the Repofitory of 
all the Kajah’s Ammunition. Major Popham marched at Two of the fame Night, nor did he 
reach his Ground with his whole Line until Ten, and then found the Place too drong to attempt 
ir, without a regular Approach and battering Cannon. It fell at Six this Morning. 1 regard this 
Vidory as a decifive Turn of our public Influence) but the greated Proportion of my Joy is 
derived from the Confideration that it was gained with little liloodfhed, an Advantage which I 
attribute, as I expcAed^ it, to the fuperior Skill and known Compofure, nor Icfs Humanity, 
of Major Popham. Major Crawford arrived here Ycdcrday Morning, much harafled, but With- 
out Lofs or Impediment on his Way. 

Chunargur, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

20th September 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Num. 99; 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

As my Anfwcr to your Favour of the i6ih, which I did not receive until the a?d, the Day I 
wrote the Reply, and alfo my Anfwer to Major Palmer’s Letter, dated the lytb, which I re- 
ceived the 2 1 ft in the Morning, and anfwered it direftly, are flopped at Buxar with the other 
Letters, I have engaged two People, to whom I am to give One thoufand Rupees, to deliver this, 
and bring an Anfwcr from Chunargur. Should they get fafe, you may. Sir, intruft them with 
any Letters, and I will forward them. Major Crawford’s 2d Battalion, together with the Major, 
marched from hence the 2ad in the Morning. I immediately fent Orders to Captain Maxwell 
to crofs over from Manjec, and join Major Crawford at Buxar, which he accomplilhed. 1 have 
acquainted General Stibbert with what I have done, and the Neceffity of ordering up immediately 
another Regiment and Four Six Pounders as foon as poflible, I have acquainted him with the melan- 
choly Accounts I have heard of your Situation, lofing your Boats, and Major Popham’s Regiment 
being almoft deftroyed. You may reft aflured, Sir, there lhall not be any Thing left undone by me for 
your Service, that 1 will not do, I have ordered Captain Salt’s Troop to march to join Major Craw- 
ford as foon as poflible, Mrs. Haftings having fignified to me that Ihc would fend the Fifty Body 
Guard to join them. I hope you will approve of this, as it cannot be attended with any bad Con- 
fequcnce, whatever good fo Imall a Body of Cavalry may do. I have got out One Six Pounder from 
the Magazine, the only one ferviceable there, and am training up fome of the Sepoys to work it, 
I'wo from each Company, not having any other People here. Our Arms arc very bad, but I 
am ill f lopes the Boats will arrive with the new Arms in a few Davs. Every Thing at prefent is 
quiet in (hcle Parts. Mr. Graeme made a Uequifition the a^th Initant for a Battalion, but 1 was 
obliged to refufc him on account of this Regiment having unfcrviccablc Arms and Acccoutrc- 
mems, and alfo as it has been fo Ihort a Time incorporated. This I flatter myfelf you will ap- 
prove of. ' 

Dinapoor, ] have the Honour to remain, &c. 

Auguft 26 1781. A. Ahmuty. 

Num. 100. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Dear Sir, ’ 

r Happinefs to inform you we are in Poffeffion of Pateeta, and I believe with little 

Lofs. When the F.ncmy heard our Attack, a large Body pofted on the Hills to the Left of our 
Rear, made for the Camp i but the European Grenadiers and Light Infantry, whom I had kept 



( “3 ) 

Part II. 

as a Corps de Rcfcrve, moved towards and totally routed them. Their Cavalry at the fame Time 
made a Motion, with foine Infantry, towards the Right our Camp, on which a Gun was fent 
through fome high Grafs to an Out Poft, and by firing Two or Three Rounds, obliged them to 
fly. Could I have afforded a few SeTOys frorti the Camp, or had the Cavalry done any Thing, 
Numbers of the Runaways muft have been deftroyed. I juft hear very few of our Sepoys have 
been killed, and not an Officer hurt. The Enemy has fuftained great Lofs. Had you not better, 
Sir, difpatch Major Crawford’s Corps to relieve Major Roberts’s ? 

’ 1 am, &c. 

Camp, aoth September 1781. W. Popham. 

Num. lot. 

Journal ef a March ever the Binde Hills from Chunargur to Lutteefpoor -, delivered to the 
Governor General iy Major Crabb, who cenduSled it. 

Saturday, 15th September 1781. The following Extraff of Orders, iffued by Major Popham, 
received from the Brigade Major’s Office at Half paft Five in the Afternoon. 

“The I ft Battalion of the 6th Regiment, the 7th Regiment with 4 Guns and i Howitzer, 

“ Lieutenant Polhill’s Corps and his Two Guns, to march this Evening at 7 o’clock •, the 
“ Ammunition for the Guns to be carried on Bullocks. This Detachment to be commanded by 
“ Major Crabb, who will receive his Orders from the Commanding Officer at 6 o’clock.” 

The Ammunition and Stores being ready at Ten, the Detachment marched by the Right, over 
broken Ground, to the Bank of a Nullah i the Water too deep to admit of the Guns croiTing 
without taking oft the Limber Boxes, which were carried on the Lafears Heads : this occafioncd 
a Delay of Two Hours. 

Sunday i6th. The Rear Guard being crofted, I moved on over a Plain with low Jungle about 
one Cofs, with a Hill on the Right, to the Foot of a very deep and rugged Pafs, with deep 
Gullies and thick Jungle on each Side : Near the Top were two (harp Turnings, which increafed 
the Difficulty, and added fo much to the Delay, that the Sun was rifing by the Time the Guns 
had gained the Top \ the Jungle continuing very thick, but low, for near a Cofs, which opened 
an extenfive Plain, tolerably well cultivated, and Two inconfiderable Villages in it. About a 
Cofs from the Entrance on this Plain, a very narrow but deep Nullah delayed us for Two Hours. 
About iths of a Cofs further on, met with a River, the Bed and Banks of it exceedingly rocky ; 
upwards of an Hour and Half was employed in crofting it •, moved along the Bank under a ftcep 
Hill about a Mile, the Road full of Rock and large Stones t re-crofted the River, which was 
more difficult than before, the Bed of it full of very large Rocks, and the Bank very high, 
through which it was neceftary to cut a Road for the Guns. About 2 o’Clock, every Thing 
being crofted, the Detachment moved forward through a thick Jungle, with broken Ground and 
Hills on each Side, to the Bed of a fmall River full of Rocks { on the oppofite Side a deep Pafs, 
which with much Labour we got through. The Cattle being much fatigued, the Sepoys were 
put to the Drag Ropes, to get on the Guns, which delayed us until near 4 o’Clock. A great 
Scarcity of Water prevailed ^ Hircarrahs were lent out in Search, but none was to be found 
nearer than Three Miles in our Front, where they difeovered a Lake ; a thick Jungle between 
Two high Hills ail the Way to the Water, where it became more open. The Cattle being fo 
much fpent with getting up the Hills, it was Sun.fet before we got near enough the Lake to 
halt, which I did, with it on my left, and a very high Hill on my right Flank, having been 
upwards of 20 Hours on the March s and the Diftance from Chunar 1 judged to be about 
Six Cofs. 

Monday 17th. The Detachment got under Arms at 4 o’Clock, and marched through a thick 
Jungle j crofted the Bed of a fmall River, the Banks fomewhat ftcep, the Road narrow, but 
tolerably good, to the Foot of a long and ftcep Pafs, with a very deep Gully clofe on the Right ■, 
the Afccnt very difficult, from the Number of large, flat, fmooth Stones, where the Cattle 
could not hold with their Feet. With the Aftiftance of the Sepoys, about Ten o’Clock we 
gained the Top, and moved on over a Plain with large Trees, the Ground in many Places rocky, 
but level. About a Mile from the Top of the Hill came to d River, the Bed of it full of very 
large Rocks, over which, with much Labour, we got the Guns. At 1 o’Clock moved on over 
rocky Ground, the Country opening. About One Cofs from the River entered an extenfive 
Plain, near the Village of Koradee. Several Villages appeared on the Plain, the Inhabitants 
whereof fled on our Approach. The Country appeared to be well cultivated *, the Road over 
the Plain led through Rice Fields. At Sun-iet encampfed. The Diftance this Day about 
Six Cofs. 

Tuefday i8th. At Three o’Clock put the Detachment in Motion, and marched for the firft 
Part over a Plain full of fmall deep Holes, which rendered it difficult and dangerous for the 
Cattle until Day.light, when we entered a thick Jungle, with many deep dry Nullahs, which 
retarded us very much, being obliged to cut Roads for the Guns, there not appearing the Icaft 
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Trace of a Road. About 2 o’Clock entered a very large Plain, w.th levcral fmail Villages on 
it -, the Inhabitants fled to the Jungle on our Approach. About 3 oXlock encamped near a 
large Lak>-, and employed the Smiths 4 ?nd Carpenters in repairing the Bullock Yokes, and tjic 
Pintles of Two Guns. This Day’s March about Five Cofs. 

Wednefday 19th.. Got under Arms at 4 o’Clock, and marched over a Plain, the Road lead- 
ing through Swamps and Kice l-iclds, with high Banks, which retarded us much, PafTed 
through the Village of Muddoopoor, a large Village, which feemed to have been a Place of lomc 
Note, but deferted. Here the Hircarrahs brought Intelligence, that a large Body of the Rajah’s 
Ticops were encamped about 3 Cofs in our Front, near the Village of Lora, with forae Guns. 
The Road between us for a Cols was a very thick Jungle. 1 moved on and took port near the 
Jungle, with a large Lake on my right Flank, and a rifing Ground and Village on the Left ; 
from hence I law the Fortrels of Bidjeygur, which appeared very high, and above 8 Cols diltant. 
The Day’s March above five Col's. 

Thurfday 20th. At Daylight the Detachment marched, entered the Jungle, which continued 
for a Col's in lomc Parts very thick, where I cxpcflcd to be annoyed by the Lnemy. At Sun- 
nl'e the Advance Guard got clear of the Jungle, when I difeovered the Enemy, about 2,000, 
drawn up in a good Situation, with their Guns on the Right (immediately oppodte the Road out 
of the Jungle) on a rifing Ground, and a fmail Bank thrown up in their Front } a Tope, and 
the Village of Lora, on their Left; a deep Morafs in their Front. They began to cannonade on 
the Approach of the Troops on the Plain, and continued it brilkly, until the whole had cleared 
the Jungle, and formed the Advance Guard. Returning in with One Gun as foon as the Line 
was tbrmed, I advanced as brifkiy as the Ground would admit, firing the Six Pounders, until [ 
had got near enough for the final! Arms to do Execution ; at the fame Time I diredled Lieutenant 
Polhill from the Right to advance Two Companies, and fccure the Guns of the Enemy ; but 
before he could execute the Order, they retreated, leaving their Guns, Ammunition, and about 

1 /;o dead, and about 20 wounded, through a Jungle, to Lutteefpoor, about Four Coft. Having 
no Means of carrying away the Guns and Ammunition, 1 deftroyed it, rendering the Guns ufcicfs, 
and burying them. The Road to Lutteefpoor led through a Jungle, and over a very deep and 
rugged Hill, where no Water could be got, prevented me from purfuing further than Suckroor, 
an iiiconfiderable Village, about a Cofs from Lora, on a fmail Plain, where 1 encamped to bury 
the Dead, and colleft the Wounded, amounting to 34, of every Denomination. This Day’s 
DiAance about Two and Half Cofs. 

Friday aift. At 4 o’Clock the Detachment marched over a good Road, but jungly for about 

2 Cofs, when we got to a dry N ullah, the Dcfcent very rugged, the Afcent ftill more fo ; the Road very 
narrow and winding, and full of very large Stones and Rocks, over which the Guns were lifted-, with 
much Labour and Time we gained the Summit, from whence we faw the Fort, diftant about 
Three Miles. The Side of the Hill leading to the Town was yet worfe than what we had pafTed ; 
the Road from the Foot of the Hill to the Fort was very narrow, with a thick Jungle on each 
Side, but pretty level. At Noon 1 entered the Town of Lutteefpoor, which had been evacuated 
while the Troops were getting down the Hill ; about 800 of the Rajah’s People having been all 
the preceding Night plundering it. They left behind them Six Pieces of Cannon, and a great 
Quantity of Ammunition and Stores j Three Pieces of Cannon were found on the Hills, intended 
to defend the Entrance from Patccta. The Fort Hands in a Bottom, with high fteep Hills on 
Three Sides, with thick Jungle all round clofe to the Ditch, which is deep on the Pateeta Side, 
where the Wall is of Stone : the other Sides of the Wall arc compofed of Part Stone and Part 
Mud, with Loop Holes. The Guns were mounted on wooden Swivels in the Centre of the 
Baftions. The Citadel has a deep Ditch and a high Stone Wall (with Loop Holes) in many 
Places much cracked almoft from Top to Bottom, and very wide. 

NuM, 102 . 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc. 

Honourable Sir, 

I Ihould do great Injullice in not acknowledging how much I am indebted to the Officers and 
T roops of the Detachment, for the Steadinefs they obferved in the Adion of the 2Cth, as well 
as the Readinefs tliey (hewed in afliding to furmount the Difficulties on the March. 

Lieutenant Fireworker Bailiie of the Artillery in particular I beg Leave to recommend to your 
Notice for the very great Attention he fhewed in his particular Department. 

Lutteefpoor, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

25th September 1781. J. W. Crabb, Major ad Brigade. 
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Return if tht Killed, 

Wounded, and Milling in the /fttiek tf the Fort at Patceta, the iotb of 
September 1781. * 

Corps. 

Grenadier Corps, 
19th Regiment, 
30th Regiment, 
35th Regiment, 

CommasuUi^ 0 $cers. 

Major' Lane — 

Major Balfour — 

Major Roberts — 
Major Humphries — 

Killed. 

6 Sepoys 

2 Ditto 

2 Ditto 

I Ditto 

fVounded. 

5 Sepoys 

4 Ditto 

I Ditto 


Total 

II 

10 


Num. 104. 

To Edward Wheler Efquire. 

Sir, 

On the 20th Major Crabb defeated and routed a. Body of the Enemy on the Plain above the 
Pafs of Suckroot ; their Lofs was 1 50 Men and 3 Guns, and 'much Ammunition : Ours fmall. 
The Rajah that Evening fled from Lutteefpoor : His Men followed his Example i and Yeflerday 
at Noon Major Crabb took PofTeflion, the Place being totally deferred. I was Yefterday in 
Major Popham’s Camp, and vifited the Fort of Patceta and its IntrcnchraCnt. They are both 
contemptible, but in their aAual Statd abfolutely impregnable againft an Attack, had they made 
any Rcfiftance. The Fort, though fmall, is of Stone, with 4 Towers, a parallel Rampart, and 
Towers, and a Ditch of great Depth furrounding thefe, and the Town itfelf guarded by an 
Intrenchment extending far beyond it} and the Space between, Hills, Rocks, and Jungle almoil 
impenetrable. At One o’Clock we had the Satisfaction to receive, by a regular Salute of 21 
Guns, the inftant Information of the PofTeflion of Lutteefpoor by Major Crabb. I have taken 
upon me to grant a Brevet Commiflion of Major to Captain Lane, who commanded the Grena- 
diers of the Army, and performed diftingutfhed Service. I this Inftant receive an authentic Con- 
firmation of the above Intelligence from Major Crabb. 

I am, Sir, Sec. 

Chunargur, 22d September 1781. Warren Haftings. 

Num« 105. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Blair.' 

My dear Colonel, ' 

It is with much Satisfaction that I now give you an Account of our Arrival at Lutteefpoor, 
after a molt fatiguing March as ever Troops experienced, over Hills, Rocks, Rivers, and 
through Jungles. It does much Credit to the Abilities and Knowledge of Bundoo Khan, his 
being able to conduCl us by fuch a Road without lofing our Way. The only Circumftance is, 
(hat he has been deceived in the Length of the Cofes, each of which are at leaft 4 Miles. We 
yefterday were oppofed at Lora Suckroot by a Body of the Rajah’s Troops, fomething lefs than 
2000 Men in Number, and Three Pieces of Ordnance, which we difperfed and took. Their 
Gunt, Tumbrils, and Ammunition, for want^f Means to bring with us, were deltroyed. One 
liiiall Gun and Limber we have now with us. The Quantity of Ammunition found in Luttcef- 
poor is confiderabic. The Place, in confequence of our Succefs Yefterday, was evacuated by 
the Rajah in the Evening. The People who did not attend him remained only to plunder his 
Houle, which they have done, and deftroyed what was valuable, and of no Ufc to them. I 
do not believe there was one Man in the Fort when Major Crabb marched in. The Intention 
of our March, in the main Point, has, I hope, 'anfwercd the Governor’s Expectation— the 
expelling the Rajah from a Place of Strength, and preventing his taking PoflefTion of the Ghauts 
leading to Bidjeygur. Under his prefent Alarm, it appears to me, that if Meafures are fpeedily 
taken to inveft that Place, little Rcfiftance will be made. 1 was, during the whole March, 
under much Concern for the Succefs of the Expedition, as I confidcred myfcTf partly anfwerable 
for the Conlcqucnccs, though I had not the Command j and I fhall be much pleafed to find it 
has met with the Approbation of the Governor, who, I hope, will do me the Juftice to believe 
1 have done all in my Power to forward the Expedition. 1 have to requeft you will mention 
Bundoo Khan to the Governor. I am much fatigued, and have hurt my Foot a good deal by 
walking, otherwife in pcrfeCl Health. 1 will refer you to Bundoo Khan for the Particulars of 
our Expedition, till I have the Pleafure of feeing you. 

Dear Colonel, See. 

Camp at Lutteefpoor, 

2ift September 1781, at Night. 


Thomas Blair. 
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To Major Jamei Craipford. 

Sir, • 

If you have not already detached any Parc of your Battalion to Patna, I defire that you will 
not, but keep your Corps entire, and ftation it near the Frontier of Bidjeygur} obeying fuch 
Orders as you lhall receive from Major Pophatn, who will foon be in that Quarter. If you 
weaken your Corps, you will be expofed to an unequal Conteft with Cheit Sing’s whole Force, 
which will now be alTembled there. I will be accountable to the General and to the Board for 
the Deviation from their Orders. 

Chunar, I am, Sir, &c. 

22d September 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. 107. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty. 

Sir, 

I have received your Three Letters. I have the higheft Senie of the Zeal which you have 
Ihewn for the Service, in the Orders given for the Reinforcement of Major Crawford’s Regi* 
menc, and of the Cavalry, and for their fpeedy Difpatch ; and I beg you will accept my parti* 
cular and moll hearty Thanks for your perfonal Attention to myfel^ The Hircarrah to whom 
you promifed a Reward of 1000 Rupees deferves as many Lalhes', he accompanied Major 
Crawford, and was cxaftly Three Weeks on the Way. Major Popham took the Field on the 
16th. The Forts of Pateeta and Lutteefpoor are in our PolTcffion, the Enemy routed, and 
the Rajah fled to Bidjeygur. I requeft that you will inftantly remand the Detachment from 
Major James Crawford’s Battalion, as he will elfe in Danger from the Rajah’s whole Force 
alTembled in his Neighbourhood, and his Corps united will be efTentially necelTary for co-operating 
with Major Popham in the Reduflion of Bidjeygur. 

Chunar, I am, Sir, &c. . 

2 id September 1 78 1 . Warren Hallings. 

Num. 108. 

To the Honourable Warren Hallings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir, 

The following Troops, Major Crabb’s Regiment of Sepoys, Captain Thomas Blair’s Batta- 
lion, Lieutenant PolhilTs Corps, being Part of the Vizeer’s Body Guard, in all about Seventeen 
Hundred Sepoys, Six Guns, Two Tumbrils, and One Howitz, being ordered on Detachment 
under the Command of Major Crabb, to attack the Fort of Lutteefpoor from the Hills and 
Pafs to the Eallward of it, we began our March from the Encampment in the Neighbourhood 
of Chunar about to o’clock in the Evening of the 15th InHanti icrolTed the Jurgar Nullah, in 
which there was Three Feet Water-, the Banks of that Part fteep, which detained the Troops 
till pall Eleven before the whole crofled. From thence the Detachment proceeded to Fool- 
wauree Ghaur, which is over the Hill. ThcAfccnt over the Hill is not very fleep, but the 
large Stones in the Way, and the Want of a fuiiicicnt Number of Bildars, retarded the Guns 
exceedingly. With the AlTiilance of the Officers and Sepoys, the whole of the Ordnance and 
Tumbrils were got to the Top of the Hill by Daylight. The Defcent to the Plain is very 
little; for fome Dillance the Road level, fmall Villages at a Diftance from each other, the Inha- 
bitants of which fled, on our Approach, to the Hills. PalTed the Village of Dowau on our 
left, which is about Two Cofs from Chunar-, fome fmall Jungles and broken Ground. Pro- 
ceeded on to Byrah, about One Cofs. It is a fmall Village, with a little round Brick Tower on 
the Bank of the Goordowr River, where the Troops (hould have crofled; but on Examination 
finding it unfordable at that Part, turned to the Left through a Tope, and marched to Putpur 
Ghaut, the Road Part of the Way very bad-, the Paflage might be defended by a few Men 
againft the whole Detachment. The Guns were obliged to be unlimbered, and the Tumbrils un- 
loaded, to bring them over the River-, the Rocks at the Bottom of it very large ; from the Eaft 
Side of it, thick Jungles for Two Miles. When the Troops came oppofite to Byrah Village, the 
Diftance round to crofs at Pu^ur>Ghaut about Two Cofs out of the direct Road. Encamped 
about Five o’Clock in the Afternoon at Bulleeah-Ghaut, below Sutteefgur Hills, on a Spot 
pretty clear of Jungle, diftant from Chunar about Fourteen Miles. 

17th September. At Daylight marched by the right; tolerable Road; a fmall Nullah now 
and then ; no Villages to be l«n for Two Cofs— Ponfillah-Ghautj the Hill neither high nor 
difficult to afeend ; a fmall Village to the right, named Nicarcaw ; all the Way Jungle, not 
very thick; Diftance Three Cofs: Came upon the Plains, pafled Koradee, which is Two Cofs; 
marched to Cerfee Village, which is about Two Cofs, and encamped at 6 o’Clock in the Evening. 
Left Simraw, a large Village, on the right; the Country flat and well cultivated. From Bulleeah- 
Ghaut to Ccrfcc is about Eight Cofs. 

i8th 
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e h September. At Day-lieht crofled the Field, and entered the Borriah Jungle; feveral 
K Ilhhs and broken Ground ; lome fmall Villages ; the Road bad till out of the Jungles ; near 
^ Borriah where the Country open and cultivated ; At thf Edge of the Jungle lurprifcd So- 
^au S ng, ** Relation to Cheit Sing ; encamped for the Day : Diftance from Q:rfec T wo Col's. 

h September. Marched at Daylight ; to avoid fome Water and bad Ground went out of 
t, '^direft Road Two Cofsj encamped in the Afternoon in a clear Spot of Ground, at a fmall 
vWiae named Butt, Diftance in a diredl Road from Borriah about Three Cols. The Troops 
marched about Six Cdfs this Day. In the Evening faw feveral of the Enemy’s Horfemen mount- 
as our Troopers; from my Hircarrahs received Intelligence of the Enemy being at Lora, with 
Three Guns and about 2000 Men. 

20th September. Marched by the right ; T wo Guns in Front of the Body Guard, One in Front 
of ihe 7th Regiment, One Gun and One Howitz in the Center, One Gun in the Rear of it, One 
Gun in the Rear of the ift Battalion 6 th Regiment. The Enemy were drawn up on a Piece of 
Ground free from Jungle, but divided by fome Ditches. The Cannonade commenced on their 
Side The Detachment formed in their Front in the fame Order as they marched : the Guns as 
they came up returned the Fire. Soon after the whole was formed, we advanced on the Enemy, 
who fired fmartly from their Guns and fmall Arms, till the Line was within Twenty or Thirty 
Paces of their Guns, when they ran away. Their Guns were immediately taken. Three Com- 
panies of the Rajah’s Sepoys, and fome Matchlock Men, retreated behind a Tank oppofite the 
Center of Captain Blair’s Battalion, who opened and marched round Two Sides of it, and gave 
their Fire, which did great Execution, and totally difperfed the Enemy, who no longer made any 
Stand, but ran as fall as poffible ; the Troops purfued the Enemy fome Way. Halted to collcft 
the Dead and Wounded the latter were provided with Pallankeens, Dooleys, &c. when we 
marched on to Suckroot, about One and Half Miles from the Field of Battle, and encamped for 
the Day. The Rajah’s Troops were commanded by Myher, the Commandant of his Scpoyi, 
and Sewpurfaud Sing. The former rode to Lutteefpoor in great Hafte, threw himfelf at his 
Matter’s Feet, and entreated him to make his Efcape immediately ; that a very large Force, with 
Artillery, was clofe in his Rear, and would inevitably take him alive. He at tnc fame Time 
accufed the Rajah of having deceived him, or being fo hipifelf, refpeaing the Englilh Force 
which he went againft. It appears the Rajah’s People had no certain Information of the Defti- 
nation of the Detachment prior to its Arrival at Koradee, or of its Strength till the Engagement 
commenced. Their Hircarrahs feeing the advanced Guard followed by Two Guns, concluded it 
was the whole Force, and .the Followers of the Camp were taken for fome of Owfan Sing’s 
People, whofe Head the Rajah had ordered to be brought to him, and the others to be killed and 
left, ^ as if of no Confequcnce, The Rajah received the melancholy Account of the Defeat of his 
Troops before Noon, and evacuated the Fort before Three. He was followed by Numbers; 
fome continued all Night to plunder, and left the Place the next Morning. 

2ift September. Major Crabb marched with his Regiment, Three Guns, and the Howitz, 
at Four o’Clock ; at Six o’Clock Captain Blair’s Battalion, Lieutenant Polhill’s Corps, with the 
remaining Guns, Tumbrils, &c. followed ; the Road good till we came to Tarrapatill, where 
there are large Stones and broken Ground, from thence the Road very good through Trees, till 
we come to Supdur-Ghaut, which, from the Slope and large Stones, is exceedingly difficult 
for Guns to pafs. Came to a fmall Village of about Ten Huts ; croffed the Gurriah Nullah ; no 
Water in it. The Road to the Fort through Bamboos and other thick Jungles. Arrived at Lut- 
teefpoor. The Gate being open, and the Place evacuated, Majbr Crabb took Poffcffion of it about 
Ten o’clock. The Remainder of the Detachment arrived foon after, when Two of our|Guns were 
brought into the Fort, and light Cartridges taken out of the Rajah’s Magazine, a royal Salute 
was ffied, and the Union Flag hoifted on the higheft Part of the Works. Three Guns were fired 
on the Hill which overlooks the Fort, and had been placed there to prevent an Enemy from pof- 
frfling thcmfelves of a Spot which gives them every AdvantMC over the Fort, which is com- 
manded from it. Several Pieces of Ordnance, and a very coimderablc Quantity of Powder and 
Ammunition ready made up, were found in the Place. 

I (hall be glad if the forejgoing Account of our March is f^ciently correal to convey a general 
Idea of the Roads, Rivers, an^PalTes. The Diftances are right, fq far as I am able to judge 
without having meafured them. Troops marching by that Route without Guns would find the 
Diftances probably lefs than I have maae them, as we were freqqently obliged to leave the direft 
Road to avoid Stones, broken Ground, and pth^r Impediments to Artillery. 

Lutteefpoor, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

29th September 1781. Thomas Blair. 
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# Nl'm. 109. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Governor General having himfclf had an Opportunity of furveying the Fort and Intrench, 
ments of Patceta, dcfircs to publifti to the Army the Senfc which he entertains of the great Zeal 
and Abilities of Major Popham, in planning fo difficult an Attack; and of the great good 
Condud of Majors Roberts and Gardiner, and of the Officers of the Detachment, for their Af- 
fiftance in the Execution of it. The Governor General exprefles his particular Satisfadion at the 
firm and intrepid Behaviour of the Grenadiers under the Command of Captain Lane ; to whofe 
gallant Example, followed and fopported bv the ftcady Courage and Difciplinc of the reft of the 
Troops, it may principally be attributed tnat a Place of fuch great Strength has been reduced, 
and almoft without Lois. 

The Governor General, in Teftimony of the Merit and Conduft of Captain Lane, promotes 
him to the Rank of Major by Brevet. 

Chunargur, aad September 1781. 

Num. 110. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

It is with reflcflivc Satisfaftion I acquaint you that our Endeavours to reduce this Place, and 
dilperfe the Army of the Rajah Cheit Sing, have been attended with complete Succefs. 

My Intention was to have affaulted the Town on my Arrival before it the i6th Inftant; but I 
had certain Intelligence that a confiderablc Body of the Enemy, with fomc Cannon, were within 
the Place, ttrongly intrenched. I judged it proper to encamp till I could gain proper Informa- 
tion of die Strength of the Works, more efpecially as great Part of the Artillery and one Regi- 
ment were far in the Rear, and not likely to reach me till late in the Day. About two Hours 
after the Camp was pitched, the Enemy began a Cannonade from the Town, which obliged us 
to file off to the left, out of the Range of their Shot, This done, we received no further Mo- 
Icfiation during the Day. In the Courfe of the Night I meditated an Attack with the whole Line 
on their Works ; but my Hircarrahs brought Accounts that the Town was defended by a deep 
Trrnch and high Parapet, flanked with Towers, on which there were Guns mounted, and the 
Jungle behind very thick, with a Number of Troops ; which obliged me to lay afidc hazarding 
fuch an Undertaking till better acquainted with the Place. I now gave Orders for a Battery, 
and Major Gardiner fixed on a Spot about a thoufand Yards from the Works ; but foon after, on a 
nearer Obfervation, he judged proper to take PolTcinon of a Tank, th? Banks of which ivould 
prove an excellent Shelter for the Troops, and efftftually command the S. E. Face of the Town, 
diftant between Eight and Nine hundred Yards, This Poft being gained with lit le Oppofition, a 
Battery was formed, and the Eighteen pounders carried down. On the 19th a rt Cannonade 
was began, which continued at Intervails during the Day ; fome Shells were alfo thrown ; how- 
ever, it was impoflible we could know what Execution was done, as the Thicknefs of the Jungles 
obftrufled the View j yet it being obferved that our Fire obliged the Enemy for the moft part to 
quit their Intrenchments and retire further into the Woods, it was judged by Major Gardiner 
and myfclf, that an early Aflault next Morning, juft before the Dawn of Day, might be at- 
tended with immediate Succefs, and though not complete, would gain us a Lodgement within the 
Works, from whence the Fort might wim Eafe be battered. 

This being determined, and Captain Lane’s Corps of Grenadiers already at the Battery, at Ten 
o’clock at Night the following Orders were iflued : 

“ 'I'he native Grenadiers of the Line, with the ift Battalion of the 19th, ad Battalions of the 
“ 30th and 35th Regiments, toaflemble at the Southermoft Battery at Twelve o’Clock To-night : 
“ Major Roberts to command this Detachment, and regulate it as he fhall judge ncceffary for the 
“ Attack of the Town a little before Break of Day To-morrow Morning : The remaining Corps 
“ of the Line to clofe the Center (leaving their Quarter and Rear Guards ftanding) as foon as 
“ the above Detachment marches off, and there lay oji their Arms. The Piquetts of the Battalion 
“ ordered for the Attack, to be relieved immediately by the remaining Battalions. Major Balfour 
“ to relieve Major Roberts immediately, and Major Roberts to wait on the Commanding Officer 
“ for his further Inftru^fions.” 

Major Roberts, agreeable to Orders, began the Attack juft before the firft Dawn ; at the fame 
Time a heavy Fire was kept up by Captain Hill, from Major Gardiner’s Southermoft Battery, 
which fecured the Jungles to the left of the Attack, and added to that Panic which feized the 
Enemy immediately on the Entrance of the Grenadiers, who, with the reft of the Troops, rulhed 
on, and foon made the Vic'tory complete. 

While thofc fuccefsful Approaches were making on the Town, a Party of the Enemy fallied 
from behind the Hill in the Rear of the Battery with Two fmall Guns, in Hopes that by employ- 
ing our Attention that Way, the Aflault on the Town would be difturbed j but they were foon 
loutcd by the cool Intrepidity of a Serjeant and One Company of Sepoys. Foiled here, they 

moved 
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movfd round the Hills till they came round the left of our Encampment, where they feemed to 
meditate an Attack. On their Motions being obfervei^ the European Grenadiers and Light In- 
fantry were ordered, if poffible, to throw thcmfelves in the Rear and cut them off. This Meafure 
was too loon noticed by the Enemy, who immediately run away in great Confufion. 

By this Time Major Roberts bad driven the Enemy front the Town Snd every Port, ,'b that 
they had now nothing left but to move with their Baggage and Cannon without the Place towards 
Ramnagur •, which they effefted as to the firft Objedk j but the only Piece of Ordnance they had 
faved from the Town, was taken by Lieutenant Hamilton, who had Advice, and was long in 
Purluit of it i for they had the Folly to fire it from a Diftance at the Line as they were gaining 
the Ramnagur Road, which led Lieutenant Hamilton to it. 

Had Almaus’s Cavalry obeyed Orders, the Enemy’s Baggage muft have alfo been taken j but 
not a Man of them would move 500 Yards from the Camp. 

The Returns of the Killed and Wounded on our Side, with thofe of the Cannon, &c. taken, 
will Ihcw how fortunate we were on this Service; during which the Behaviour of both Olficers 
and Men was fuch as merits the mod finccrc Acknowledgments. 

Majors Roberts and Gardiner, Captains Lane and Hill, were particularly adlivc, and I feel a 
real Pleafure in doing them the Juftice to recommend them to your particular Attention. 

Camp at Pateeta, I am, &c. 

22d September 1781. W. Popham, Major. 

Nom. HI. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

Honourable Sir, 

Enclofed I have the Pleafure to tranfmit a Copy of a Letter f have received from Captain 
Maxwell, commanding the Battalion at Burragong, with which he has fent me Copies of die 
Letters written by Baun Sing Roy and Shew Perfhaud Roy, to Futteh Saw. Thcl'e contain ample 
Proofs of their Guilt ; one of them is a direft Information to him of the March of the Troops 
from Burragong, and an Invitation to avail himfclf of the defcncclefs State of HulTypoor, by 
coming to that l 3 iftrid. 

1 have, in confequence of thefc undoubted Teftimonics, written Captain Maxwell to fcizc the 
Perfonsof Baun Sing Roy and Shew Perfhaud Roy, and keep them in dole Confinement. 

1 have not complied with Captain Maxwell’s Propofal for difarming the Country People, as 
fuch a Meafure could not be put in Execution without caufing a general Alarm throughout the 
Didriid, and greatly obfiruding the Cultivation ; befides which, as no Crime is allcdgcd againil; 
any other Pcrtbn, 1 conceive there is no NcccfTity for ading with fo much Rigour which would 
involve the Innocent with the Guilty, apd ftill leave it doubtful on whom Punifhment ought to 
be iiillidled. Though I have deemed it improper to authorife Captain Maxwell to dilarm the 
i’co[)!e, in ich I hope for your Approval, 1 have recommended to him to ufc every En- 
deavour to Uncover if any. other Perfons, and who, were concerned with Baun Sing Roy and Shew 
Peifhaud Roy, in their villainous Attempts. 

The PuniQiment of Futteh Saw’s Abettors, within theDiftrid of HulTypoor, will doubtlefs be 
produdive of good Confequenccs, by awing thofe who are fecrctly attached to him ; but it is in 
vain to exped his Apprehcnfion whilft he receives Protedion in a neighbouring Country. I am 
well informed, that he is now in the Dominions of Rajah Cheit Sing, and that he has been 
there ever fince he was driven out of Muflypoor by Lieutenant Hutchinfon, in the Month of 
February laft. 

Chupr.ih, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

19th Augult 1781. Charles Grsme. 


To Charles Graeme Efquirc. 

Sir, 

In coriicquencc of your polite Attention to my Reprefentation, refpeding the Treachery and 
traiterous Corrcfpondencc of Baun Sing Roy and Shew Perfhaud Roy wiih our decl-ircd Enemy 
Rajah Futteh Saw ; of their having given him the moft perfed Intelligence of every Movement 
or hteji taken to entrap him from this Station ; of their having fupplicd him with Money, and 
your turning them out of every Employment, I was further induced to attempt the obtaining the 
• leareft Proof of their Guilt, as I could not deem the Punifhment already inflided on them 
(although the moft in your Power) by any means adequate to their Crimes. 

Some Time ago, when I had the Honour of mentioning this Subject, and acquainted you witli 
the Hopes I had of obtaining the original Letters from thofe Men to Rajah Futteh Saw, you 
was plealed to exprefs your Satisfadion thereat, and offered your Affiftancc, if this could be 
tffeded, of laying the whole before the Honourable the Governor General and Council for their 
Decifion. I have now the Pleafure to acquaint you, that the Enclofed arc exad Copies of the 
original Letters, attefted upon Oath, at this Time in my Foffeflion. Should further Proof of 
their Guilt be deemed ncceffary, I can take upon me to promife, that the Man employed in car- 
tying Money from Baun Sing Roy to Rajah Futteh Saw ffall be produced. 


I muft 



( 2 20 ) 

Appendix. 

I muft further beg Leave to lay before you, that while the Country People, fo entirely attached 
to the Intereas of Rajah Futtch Saw, afe permitted to keep Pofleffion of Quantities of Arms, 
which 1 liave the moft certain Information is the Cafe, he can never be at any Lofs for an armed 
I orcc to enter and plvwder the Country with. For this Reafon I would humbly propofe my 
beiiij’ autlioriled to dilarm every Man in the Country, as the only DeftruAion to his Hopes, and 
Means of fulfilling the Intentions of the Honourable Board, in his prefent Situation, protefted and 
countenanced as he is by Rajah Chcit Sing in his Country, where he now watches for the firft 
favourable Opportunity of returning to his old Pradices. 

1 hsvc to retjueft you will be fb obli^in^ 3S to l^ytbcfc Circutnft^nccs before the fioArd^ dccoin* 
panied by this Letter ; but fhould that prove inconvenient, that you will be pleafed to acquaint me 
I'o, and 1 wdl tlien do it myfelf through the Commander in Chief. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Burraoong, Maxwell, 

17th AuguR 1781. Captain commanding at Burragong. 


Num. II2. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

Bundoo Khan, who conduced me through the Hills, has requefted from me a Certificate of his 
Condud ; 1 do myl'clf the Honour to recommend him to your Notice, as aPerfon whom I have 
every Reafon to believe well afFcded to Government. 

1 have the Honour to fubferibe myfelf, with Refped, 
Luttcefpoor, Honourable Sir, &c. 

21II September 1781. J. W. Crabb, Major, 


Num. 113. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honoiimble Sir, 

I had ilie Honour to addrefs you Ycfterday from Lora, and I now advife you of my having 
this Morning taken Pofleftion of the Fort of Luttcefpoor, the Rajah having evacuated it Ycfterday 
Afternoon, and pulhed acrofs the Hills to Bidjeygur with moft Part of his Followcrsj thofc remain- 
ing, amounting to about Seven or Eight hundred, followed his Example. At my Approach I 
found one of the French Soldiers, who informs me, the reft were inhumanly maftfacred about the 
4ih Inrtant; that he received a Wound and pretended to be dead, until the barbarous Rafcals 
had quitted the Place, and then he crawled out to the Hills, where he lay concealed for fcveral 
Days. It was unfortunate for me the Rajah cfcaped 5 but the many Difficulties I had to encounter 
rendered it impofi'ible to reach this earlier. The Roads, from their Badnefs, have lhaken ali my 
('.un Carriages fo much, that it is ncceflary for them to be taken to Pieces, and have a thorough 
Repair, before they can leave this. I have given the ncceflary Orders refpefting it. I found here 
Four Guns of different Calibres. There appear to be a good many Stores •, Particulars of them 
Hull be taken, and forwarded with all Expedition. I have alfo found a Cohorn here, which was 
1 believe taken from Mirzapoor-, it feems in good Order. Your Letter of the 17th is juft 
arrived, brought by the Bearer. Bundoo Khan has behaved much to my Satisfaftion in con- 
ilufting the Detachment. He was miftaken refpedling the Diftance, as alfo the Situation of this 
Place from the Pafs mentioned ; but I beg leave to recommend him to your Notice. 1 hope 
the Roads will be opened between this and Chonargur. 

Luttcefpoor, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

21 ft September 1781. J. W. Crabb. 


Num. 1 1 4. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

I had the Hoiioui to inform you of the Evacuation of this Place, and my taking Pofleftion the 
Morning of the a ill. At that Time 1 could only find four Guns, but lince have difeovered Five 
mote, together with a large Quantity of Stores and Ammunition; every Houle almoft produces 
Stores, or Materials for making them. 1 have the Honour to prefent you enclofcd a Return .of 
the Killed and Wounded of my Detachment, on the Morning of the 20th, near Lora, in an 
Aiftion with a Party of the Rajah’s Troops, to the Number of about 2000 of all Sorts, with 
their Guns. 1 heir Lofs amounted in Killed and Wounded to near 200. The Guos fell into my 
Hands, together with the Stores attached to them, which for want of Carriage 1 was necclfitatcd 
to deltioy, having rendered ufclels and buried them. 

Ycfterday Morning 1 received Orders troin Major Popham to fend the tft Battalion of the 6th 
Regiment and the Vizeer’s Body Guard to join him at Patceta, and remain here with my Regi- 
ment, t e Four Guns and Howitz, till further Orders. 

4 


1 have 
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I have great SatisfadliOD in informing you, that Half an«our ago Contoo Bauboo and Mr. Barnet 
applied for and received AdmifTion into the Fort, having Ycfterday Morning been difmifled from 
Bidjeygur by the Rajah. Thefe Two Gentlemen are, from Fatigue of Travelling, and Joy at their 
Efcape, incapable of proceeding further before To-morrow, when I (hall give them all the Aflill- 
ance in my Power towards forwarding them to Chunar. 

The accompanying Letters were found in. an old Houfe Tefterday. 

The Difficulties the Detachment has operienced on the March from Chunar to this Place, 
were futh as induced me to form a Narrative, which 1 lhall beg Leave to offer for your Pcr^al in 
Two or Three Days Time. 1 have the l^onour to be, &c. 

Luttcefpoor, J. W. Crabb, 

23d September 1781. Major commanding a Detachment. 


Num. 115. 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Miffing, of the Detachment, commanded by Major Crabb, 
in the Adlion of the 20th of September 1781. 
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Artillery — i Lalhcar killed, i wounded t i Bullock Driver, and 2 Bullocks, killed. 

N. B. One Beafry killed. 
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0 

Num. ii6. 

*’ To the Flonourablc Warren HaftingJ Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

At the Defire of the Rannee, who reprclented Cheit Sinc’a People having entirely deferted 
Banaris, and which was confirmed by my own Intelligence, I have lent an OlScer with a Com* 
pany of Sepoys along with fome People of hers to proclaim the Reftoration of her Authority, and 
give Confidence to thofe who are well inclined to our Government i as alfo to take charge of the 
Gentlemen’s Eflefts, the greateft Part of which 1 underftand to be lUll there. The Officer is alfo 
particularly in(lru6tcd to affifi the Rannee’s People in apprehending the Aumeen Dyaram, who it 
is laid is Bill lurking in the Town. Though this Step exceeds my Orders, 1 flatter myfelf it will 
meet with your Approbation, as the delaying it till I could have received your Orders might have 
proved fatal to the Tranquillity of the Town, which feemed to require the immediate Appear- 
ance of Ibmc Perfoii on the Part of Government. The Inhabitants of this Place are returning 
fall, and the Rannee acquaints me, that the People whofe Names 1 trouble you with in the en- 
elofed Lid, have all lent Offers to her of coming in immediately } and Ihe requefls me to beg you 
will be plcafrd to let her know whom you would chufe her to receive, as (he will not venture to 
give any of tirem AflTurances of her Proteflion without your previous Approbation. I requed to 
be favoured with your Commands on this Head, and will now only take the Liberty of adding, 
that 1 think the People in general feem to be fcnfible of their Error, and that the Tranquillity of 
the Country may foon be reftored. 

Kamnagur, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

23d September 1781. A. Balfour. 

i'. S. There are many Things found here which I fuppofe belong to the Gentlemen with you, 
but 1 cannot afeertain exaflly to whom 1 (hall collet them all in the Fort, and take care of 
them till they can be claimed. 


Num. 117. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Governor General returns his Thanks to Major Crabb, for the Spirit and good Condudl 
with which he has executed the Service committed to bis Charge, and exprefles his entire Appro- 
bation of the Behaviour of the Officers and Troops under Major Crabb’s Command. 

Chunargur, September 24th 1781. 


[Num. 118. 

Tranflation from the Perfian of a Proclamation iflued by the Governor General the '25th of 

September 1781. 

Be it known to the Zemeedars, Aumils, Reyots, and all the Inhabitants of the Zemeedary of 
Banaris, &c. That whereas Rajah Cheit Sing, by many Afls of Rebellion and Perfidy, and the 
Murder of a Number of Englilh Officers, Sepoys, and other Dependants of the Government of 
the Company, who were unarmed, has totally forfeited his Right to the Zemeedary of Banaris, 
&c. and become amenable to the Jullice of the Company i it is therefore made known and 
proclaimed, that Cheit Sing, and his Brother Soojaun Sing, and their Dependants, have, from 
this Period, no further Right or interefl in the Zemeedary of the faid Province, and all the 
Zemeedars and Reyots are required to withhold their Obedience and Submiflion from him, other- 
wile they will be punilhed accordingly. — 'And whereas, by the Sedition of Cheit Sing, the Country 
has fallen into Confufion and Alarms, Aflurances of Protcdlion are hereby given to the Zemeedars, 
and ocher Inhabitants of this Country } and they are hereby invited to repair to their former 
Places of Rcfidcncc, and relume their ufual Occupatiotw in perfedl Security : And, left any fliould 
entertain Apprehenfions on account of their Mildemeanors, it is declared, that the paft Oftenecs 
of all the Inhabitants of this Country who ftiall conform to this Order, are pardoned : And 
further, every Zemeedar and Aumil who (hall, within the Space of One Month, repair to the 
Prclcncc of the Governor General, or to Major William Popham, Commander of the Forces in the 
Field, and make their Submiflion, (hall be pardoned i and fuch as, on account of the Diftance of 
the Road, or any other valid Reafon, cannot attend in Perfon^ muft fend^ their Vakeels for this 
Purjxjle with proper Credentials. But be it known that the Perfons "of Cheit Sing and his 
Brother Soojaun Sing arc excepted from this Pardpni and the Town of Gopcegunge, the 
Inhabitants of which have been particularly aAive in this Rebellion, and have committed many 
Aits of Sedition and even Bioodlbcd on many of the Dependants of this Government, (hall 
be deilroyed, and the Inhabitants thereof puniflied, on a due Enquiry into their Crimes— 
Such Pcrlbns as, availing themfclvcs of thefc Troubles, (hall have plundered and opprefled the 
Inhabit.ints of the City of Banaris, and fuch as (hall have committed Murder on peaceable Paf- 
I'ent’crs, (hall be rendered accountable for the fame in the due Courfc of Jufticc.j 
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Nwwr. 119. • 

To Major Crabbi 

Sir, ^ 

1 duly received your Letter, informins; me of theSuccefiof your Expedition 5 and return you 
tny warmed Thanks for the ^irit and judgment which you exerted in the Conduft of it. 

Captain Blair and Bundoo Khan have given me a minute Detail of the Difficulties and Fatigues 
which you encountered in your March t and I am truly ienfible of the Zeal and Perfeverance which 
you have fhewn in furmountit^ them. 

The Defeat of the Rajah’s Troops at Lora, bcGdea the immediate Confequence of the Evacua- 
tion of Luttecfpoor, is likely to be produfiive of the good EfFed of fpeedily terminating the 
Difturbances occafioned by the DefeAion of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 

Be aflured that I lhali always retain a proper Senfe of, and delire to acknowledge, the Service 
you have performed. 

Chunargur, I am, Sir, &c. 

a5th September 1781. Warren Haftings. 


Num. 120. 

To Colonel Morgan. 

Sir, 

In my Letter to you, dated the 24th Inftant, I acquainted you, that as the Nabob expelled his 
Return to his Capital would put a Scop to the Didurbances which have lately arifen in his Country, 
it was unnecedary for you to proceed to Lucknow with your Brigade, as I at Hrd directed. From 
a fubfequent Converfation with the Minider, I find there is a Probability that the Nabob may be 
deceived in his ExpeAations, and dill require your Affidanee i I have therefore direfled Mr. Mid- 
dleton, on the Nabob’s Application to him in Writing for that Purpofc, to apply to you for the Aid 
of fuch a Force as the Nabob may require; which I requed you Will be pleafed to furnilh on 
M r. Midd leton’s Requi Gtion . 

Ramnagur, I am. Sir, &c. 

a^th September 1781. Warren Hadings. 


Num, 121. 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings EfC[uire. 

Honourable Sir, 

1 was honoured lad Night with your Letters of the 24th Indant ; and beg leave to afilire you, 
it is the Summit of my Ambition to merit your Approbation of my Condua ; and the Compli- 
ment you paid the Troops which I fent you heightened my Satisfaflion with additional Pleaiure. 
In conl'equence of your Letter of the 19th, defiring me to halt at this Place, I immediately ordered 
that Part of my Brigade that had eroded over the Joofy, to recrofs; but in order to lol'e no Time, 
1 ihall directly march towards Lucknow, and agreeable to your Diredlions lhatl direA Colonel Sir 
John Cumming to crofs immediately at Khaunpoor, and proceed to Lucknow with Two Regi- 
ments and Four Guns, and to comply with fuch Ret^uifitions as the Nabob or the Refident make 
to him for Affidanee to eftablilh Tranquillity in his Excellency’s Dominions. But I have the 
Pleafurc to inform you, that I learn, both by Letters written by Gentlemen at Lucknow, and 
from my Intelligence Writer there, that the Commotions have fubfidcd, and they entertained no 
Alarm but from the Situation of Chunar ; and I am ready to conclude, that the Brigade’s halting 
here operated in fome meafure to produce that good EffeA j and 1 am now concerned I fent to you 
that ExtraA from Mr. Blane’s Letter, as 1 apprehend it was written without a right Confidcration 
of Circumftanccs, and caufed you fbmc unneceflary Alarm. Captain Law will crofs the River 
To-morrow Morning with all the Cavalry fit to ferve on aAive Service, and I have given him In- 
firuclions to ufe all Expedition on his Way down to Chunar. I ihall march on this Side the 
Water up to Khaunpoor. 1 will write to Mr. Middleton to let me know if the Alfiftancc of my 
Troops is wanted, and (hall be prepared to afford him any Aid, either with my whole force or 
any Part of it, (hould the Detachment with Colonel Sir John Cumming not prove fufficient for 
quelling any Difiurbances in the Nabob’s Country j but in the prefent State of the Country I 
make no doubt of Colonel Cumming’s Force being enough. As the Exigence of Affairs docs not 
feem now to be preffing, I have left it to Colonel Cumming’s Option, cither to proceed with the 
Detachment, or to go and command at the Station of Futteh Ghur with the Two Regiments he 
has left there, till further Orders from me. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Camp near Illahabad, J. Morgan. 

ayth September 1781. 
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0 Num. 132. 

To the Honourable Warreo Haftings Efquirc. 

Honourable Sir, 

1 have the Honourtocnclofc a Copy of a Second Letter received from Major Lucas, fiflce the 
Adiionof the 17th with Futich Saw i by which you will fee that lie aarrowly efcaped being taken 
Prifoner. Wifhing to reduce as foon as poffible the increafed Ei^ce attending xhe keeping in 
Pay the Body of Burkandazes raifed for the Defence of thefe Diftrias, I had written to Govindim 
Mifler to fend them in here to receive the Arrears that were due to them 1 but ptevioui to the 
Keceipt of my Letter, a Plan for attacking Futtch Saw's Intrenchrtie|its had been formed. They 
accompanied the Battalion, and did not difappoint the general Expeftation of their being ier. 
viceable on the Occafion j for they diftinguimed themfejves greatly. I received this Morning 
another Letter from Major Lucas, wherein he fays, “ Don’t determine any Thing a^ut the 
** Peons till you hear from me again *, there is fomething in Agitation that may require their 
further Services,” In confequcnce of this I have refolved not to recal them immediately, and 
hope you will approve of it. 

1 have the Honour to be, tec. 

Chuprah, Charles Graeme, 

aift Odtober 1781. 


Num. lay. 

To Mr, Charles Grasme. 

Dear Sir, 

I have been favoured with your’s of the i6ch. By this, Chuprah muft be relieved from their 
Fears of Futteh Saw, who I now find has got a moil complete Drubbing, and had a very narrow 
Elcapc himfelf*, for, contrary toCuftom, he was in his Trenches, but walked off on feeing us 
advance fo hrmly. 'When he arrived on the Banks of the Jerry, be mounted a favourite Horfe, 
who was alarmed at the Fire, and had nearly thrown his Mafter into the River, who was obliged 
to difmount, and get upon an Elephant, and had Juft got clear, with about Twenty or Thirty 
Favourites, when my Grenadiers and feme of Durjoo Sing’s J'eoplc arrived at the River, whofe 
Depth or Rapidity did not prevent their following immediately } and had they known the Ihorc 
Diftance the Rajah had got in proper Time, it is more than probable he would have fallen into 
our Hands. His Lofs in killed and wounded, from every Account, feems to be nearly yoo. 
Moft of his principal Men fell in the Trenches } Sittabarie, and a Commandant formerly in the 
Nedjeeb Battalion, faid to be fent here by Cheit Sing, and his Colours taken, befides feveral 
others whofe Names I do not rccolleft. From the Number of Matchlocks, Tulwars, tcc. tcc. 
picked up by our Followers in the Jungles about and in the River (which is confirmed by fome 
Fakeers who ftood on the Banks), many of them muft have perilhed therein, as it was barely 
fordable in a particular Spot, and very rapid. It il fuppofed he had 3000 Men in the Trenches, 
and that he has not been sble yet to colled 300 1 lb that his Overthrow muft, I hope, be now 
completed. The Lines we attacked muft not be deemed common temporary Intrenchments ; the 
Rampart at the Baftion was about 14 Feet high from the Outfidc} and it is very evident the whole 
was intended as a Fort, which in a little Time would have proved very troublefome. His 
Headmen often urged a Night Attack, which we expeded for fome Time, and have not been 
able to ft rip ftnee we left Suvan j fo that it became abfolutcly neceftary to difturb this troublefome 
Neighbour, which I had determined fhould uke place on the Arrival of the Gun. Enclofed is 
a fmall Sketch •, I had proceeded with my Battalion to d. d. where we received a fevere Fire, 
which neither the Gun nor Platoons could Dacken. Here I was joined by the Aumil, who 
pointed out the Ford 7., on which I formed the Plan of attacking the Baftion with the Gun and 
Durjoo Sing, while Captain Bruce advanced with his Battalion through the Jungle-, fo that the 
Trenches were ftormed at each End with equal Succefs, and at the fame Inftant. Poverty feemed 
to reign among them, for 1 faw nothing Ml a few temporary Huts } and nothing worth men- 
tioning has been picked up. 

To-morrow I march about 5 Cofs N. E. to a fufpeded Place, and hope to be enabled to returq 
toBurrsgong in a few Days. The Aumil has behaved very well on every Occafion. 

I hope you arc truly fenfible of the eftential Service performed by the Burkandazes, who have 
fuffered exceedingly, and hope they may receive fome Mark of Favour. 

Hircarrahs are fent to all Quarters i no Intelligence of the Enemy as yet, nor do I foppofo they 
will be eafily found. 

1 find our Sepoys have not fufiered as much as I expeflcd 1 only Twenty wounded, Ope lince 
dead, and Two or Three in Danger. 

Camp Huflypoor, Yottr'a, tcc. 

i8(h Oaober 1781. Richard Lucas, 
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Num. 124. 

Trmflation of 4 Letter found in Lutteefpoor the 6th of 0£Iober, and forwarded to the Governor 
^ General Captain Thomas Blair. ^ 

On Thurfday, after my Arrival at Banaris from Buxar, I went to Shewallah-Ghaut with a View 
of reprefcnting to you fevcral Circumftanccs which I had learned concerning tlie oppofitc Party j 
but as they had got in before tnc, I was deprived of an Opportunity of feeing you. I was prefept 
at the Place where your Friends and People were fitting, and where they affcmbled together j and 
when you went into the Boat, notwithftanding it was my carneft Defire to have accompanied you, 
vet I had no Opportunity of doing it. The enfuing Day, the Paflage of Boats to and fro was en- 
tirely obftrofted, and 1 was afraid to fend you Inwligence from this Place, left the Letter flioulcl 
have fallen into the Hands of the Enemy. They remained afterwards Four Days at this Place 
with a few Men, and if you had then attempted to retaliate on them, you would certainly have 
taken Two Pigeons in One Trap t but a$ all your Aftions are accompanied with good Fortune, 
there is no Doubt but the Enemy will be foon overcome. For Two Days the Hircarrahs of the 
oppofite Party came to my Houfe to make Enquiries j but, by the BlclBng of God, no ill Conle- 
quence enfued. Now that you have taken this heavy Burthen upon yourfelf, you muft truft en- 
tirely in God, and (hew, on all Occafions, the utmoft Fortitude. The Alliance of fevcral Chiefs, 
at a Time like this, is very nccefiary, and may be cafily accomplilhed t yet you muft avoid forming 
any Connexion with a Chief of fuch Confequence as may afterwards himfclf attempt an Inter- 
ference in your Affairs. Whatever Orders you give, muft proceed from your own Deliberation. 
I am at prefent perfedlly idle here, and I am very felicitous of an Interview with you, that I may in 
Perfon communicate to you my Opinions on fevcral Points which have occurred to me. By a Let- 
ter from Bulwunt Row, I underftand that you wifh me to inform myfclf concerning the Arrival of 
Hyder Beg, and to write you on the Subjedt. 

1 will affurcdly make every neceffary Enquiry, both about Hyder Beg and the Nabob Affof-ud 
Dowlah, and communicate to you the Rcfult. 1 have already fent confidential Perfons to both, and 
whatever I may in confequence learn, ftiall be communicated to you hereafter. Meanwhile the 
Matter is briefly this : You muft never entertain Hopes of the Attachment of Hyder Beg-, his 
whole Strength and Power depend on the oppofitc Party j yet it is proper you Ihould attempt to 
conciliate the Favour of the Vizeer, by telling him, that you arc defirous of reprefcnting fevcral 
Circumftanccs to him t that you wifh to perUiade him to detach himfelf from the oppofitc Party, 
and to refumc his former Authority over you. Without knowing your Sentiments on this Subjedt, 
it is not in my Power to adl fo of myfclf. 

It is however at all Events advifcablc, that if the Vizeer Ihould entirely embrace the other Party, 
you (hould ncverthclefs wait upon him pcrfonally, and rcprclcnt to him whatever you may deem 
advifcablc. I beg you will believe me to be in every Refpedt firmly attached to you. Major Hannay 
with One Battalion has left Gooruckpoor, and l.etters have been fent to Khaunpoor for Troops 
from thence j you fhould therefore retaliate on them as foon as poffible. If Hyder Beg, without 
your Confent, (hould attempt to join the oppofitc Party, it is proper you Ihould ftation a fuitablc 
Force on this Side of the Fort of Chunar, to prevent his crofling the River. Ycftcrday Rajah Go- 
bind Ram and Lalla Buchcr«e went and had an Interview with Hyder Beg. What more fliall I 
fay ? The Objcdl of Hyder is certainly to manifeft his Attachment to the oppofitc Party. 


Num. 125. 


To Edward Whelcr, Efquirc. 

Sir, 

My Continuance in this Quarter, and the Events which have happened, have given me an Op- 
portunity of befcoming acquainted with the Situation of the Troops beyond the Provinces ; and 1 
am concerned to fay, that in their Equipment they are extremely defedlivc, particularly in fmall 
Arms and Accoutrements ; the laft Supplies fent from Fort William to Chunar arc entirely ex- 
pended; the Indents from the Board upon the Magazine there having exceeded the whole Qjjan- 
tity originally fupplied. Major Popham’s Detachment is indeed amply furniflicd -, but thofc un- 
der Colonels Cumming and Muir arc very deficient. 1 h|ive not been informed of the Condition 
of Colonel Morgan’s Brigade, but am afraid it is not much fuperior to that of the others. 

I cannot afeertain the precife Quantity of Arms and Artillery which may be required, nor is it 
material ; but the Necefliw of having in Store at Chunar fuch a Supply as may be equal to the De- 
mands of any probable Service on this Side of the Caramnaffa is evident, and the immediate 
Want of them is preffing : I therefore earneftly intreat your immediate Orders for tran^rting fuch 
a Proportion of fmall Arms and Accoutrements, and of Field Artillery, 12 and 6 Pounders, as 
may be adapted to this Service, and can be fpared from Fort William and the Provinces, by 
Water, before the Swelling of the River fubfidcs. 

Banaris, I have the Honour to be, £cc. 

yih Oftober 1781. Warren Haftings. 
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Num. 126. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 

Sir. 

I was only Yefterday favoured by the Receiptof your Letter of the jd InRant. I have forfonie 
Days paft ^cn collefting the Papers which have been thrown out in the Streets and Houfes in 
this Place. 

I have the Pleafure to alTurc you, that the Trouble 1 have taken to collcft the Reyots of the 
Pergunnahs of Luttcefpoor and Pateeta has been attended with Succefs. In mod of the Villages 
I have didributed fmall Flags, and given them Beetle and a Hircarrah, and to fome a Sepoy to 
proteff and encourage them. The Reyots are again enployed in their Fields t but few or none of 
the Zemeedars or Aumils have yet come in. lexpefl the late Rain which we have had will, 
with the favourable Report of the Reyots, induce them to return to their former Habitations. 
You may be adiired, that nothing (hall be wanting on my Part to proted and encourage thenii. The 
Aumils of Luttcefpoor and Pateeta (hall have every Affidance which I can polTibly give them. 
In the Jungles a little Didance from this, I have difeovered a fmall fortified Place, in which, it 
mipcars to me, the Europeans were put to Death: Some of their Hats, Shoe bru(hes, and 
Pieces of their Coats, were found in it. 1 have not been able to difeover any Remains of 
their Bodies. 

I fend you Shujah ud Dowlah’s Agreement with the Rajah, which was found Yederday. I am 
colledting all the Papers into One Room. Two Moonfhees, who take Bauboo Owfan Sing’s 
Name, came to take all the Papers with them. As they had no Letter with them, 1 dclired they 
would get a proper Authority for taking PolTcinon of them, before 1 could deliver them : 1 (hall 
be glad to be favoured with your Directions rcfpeCling them. 

Luttcefpoor, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

8th October 1 781* Thomas Blair. 


Num. 127. 

To Edward Whelcr, Efquire. 

Sir, 

I beg Leave to introduce, through you, to the Notice of the Board, an.Indancc of Zeal and 
Attachment to our Government, which, from the peculiar Circumdanccs under which it was 
exhibited, merits both a Place in our Records, and a public and warm Acknowledgement. 

It will be remembered, that a principal O^eCt of my Journey to thefc Provinces was to obtain 
and facilitate an Interview at Banaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the Miniftcr of Rajah Moodajec 
Boollah, for the Purpofe of effeCling a final Adjudment of the political Concerns of our Govern- 
ment, and that of Berar. The Death of Dewaugur Pundit, the News of which reached me 
Two Days before my Arrival at Banaris, and which I regret with the mod fcnfible Concern, dif- 
appointed all the Hopes which I had conceived of forming by his Means a folid and Ming Alli- 
ance with the Court of Berar. 

I was attrnded in my Journey from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajec 
Boofla, with his Brother Biflumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Refidcncc with me in 
that Capacity, had given me condant Proofs of a fincere Difpofition to promote the Intereds of 
our Government, whild he exerted himfelf to advance thofc of his Mader. 

When I retreated from Banaris, Beneram Pundit and his Brother, on the fird Intelligence of 
my Departure, followed, and, unattended by a Angle Servant, joined me in the March, redding 
all my Intreatics, and even InjunAions, to return to Banaris, where their whole Family redded, 
and where they might have remained in perfeft Eafc and Security. 

On my Arrival at Chunar I found myfelf in great and irremediable Didrefs for want of Money. 
The Troops were Ibme Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheit Sing had the 
Country on all Sides at his Devotion, I had not the fmalled Profpeft of obtaining Supplies, until 
the Motion of our Troops from different Quarters fhould open a Communication. It was with 
Difficulty that 1 found Means to raife fo fmall a Sum as 2500 Rupees, to didribute among the 
Sepoys for their prelfing Ncceflities. I mud add, though foreign from my immediate Subjeft, 
that the Sepoys bore their Didreffes without expreding the lead Impatience under them. 

Being accudomed, from my Experience of the Intered which Beneram Pundit had always 
taken in the Succefs of our Affairs, and as a kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him with 
a greater Freedom of Communication than other Perfons in his Situation. I occafionally mention- 
ed to him, without any Expeflation or Thought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Diffi- 
culties under which 1 laboured for the Want of prefent Suofidcncc. He indantly, aqd with 
fome Eagernefs, replied, That his Family at Banaris were in Poffedion of a Lack of Rupees, 
colleded in Specie, of which he made me the indant Offer, propofing that a Battalion of Sepoys 
fhould be fent to bring it away ; his Brother at the fame Time offering to accompany the Flcorr, 
and to deliver the Money. I thankfully accepted the Offer, and fhould have adopted the Mode 
they recommended for bringing away the Money, had 1 not been fearful of expofing their 

Family 
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Family to the Vengeance of Cheit Sing ; and as my E%wan had been left at Banaris, I hoped 
b jjjj Means to procure the Treafure to be tranfported to Chunar, and I received their Orders 
for the Delivery of it to him. But in this Expedient 1 was difappointjd for the Dewan was 
fo concealed, that my Letter could not reach him, and Gopaul Dols, thebanker, through whole 
Agency the intended Plan was to be efiefted, was about the fame Time apprehended and carried 
a I'rifoner to Lutteefpoor, where the Rajah refided j neither could 1 at that Time devile any 
other Contrivance to avail myfelf of the Afllftance which had been thus gencroufly prefled upon 
me When 1 returned to Banaris, Beneram Pundit renewed the fame Tender ■, and although 
mv Dillrefs for Money was not then equal in any Degree to that which had before prompted him 
to make it, I agreed to accept it, willing to furniftt an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity 
in the Firft'ofFer, and ftrengthen the Tefttmony which I have herein given of his ftcady Attach- 
ment to our Government. The whole Sum, amounting to One Lack of Banaris Sicca Rupees, 
was received between the 30th of September and iftof Oftober: 1 have granted to Beneram 
Pundit a Bond for the fame, at the ufual Rate of Intereft, and in the ufual Form, except that 
it has only my Signature to it. I hope and requeft that the Board will be plcafed to confirm it. 

Banaris, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

13th Oaober 1781. Warren Hattings. 

Num. 128. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc. 

Honourable Sir, 

I do myfelf the PIcafure to acquaint you with my Progrefs fince I left Khaunpoor. 

You no doubt heard of my fudden March from thence for the Safeiy of Lucknow, and a few 
Days afterwards of my hafty unexpefled March for the Relief of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, 
whofc Situation, from his Letters to me and Mr. Middleton, was beyond Defeription, and which 
authorized the March immediately neceflary. He was Rationed at Sakrora, about 30 Cofs from 
Lucknow; and to get to him 1 had Four unfordablc Rivers or Nullahs to crofs, and all the 
Country almoft between the Goompty and Gogra had mollly revolted, and were aflcmbled in 
a very confiderablc' Body, headed by many of the difaffe^fed Rajahs, which I had to remove be- 
fore 1 could polTibly attempt to, crofs the Gogra ; in all which I was very fuccefsful, and relieved 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay tlie 6th in the Morning. The Rebels who had occafioncd fuch 
Commotion in that Country, and had occafioned him calling for Afliftance, were then aflcmbled 
at Bopaul Ghaut, on the Banks of the Teerah Nullah, which 1 was informed was fordable ; 
and that they were determined to maintain their Ground. I halted a Day, and got an Addi- 
tion of Two 6 Fouuders and Two hundred of the difaflFedfed Horfe. I marched, and found 
them ported as deferibed, acrofs the Nullah, with Two Guns well ftationed for their Defence^ 
which they had taken fomewherc or other. In this Situation, I advanced the Grenadier Com- 
panies with the Four Guns immediately to the Banks of the Nullah, with an Intention to have 
ordered the Grenadiers and Two Guns over; but I found the Intelligence which I had received, 
of its being fordable, premature, and it might have been attended with that Confequcncc that 
I might have fuffertrd exceedingly. This was an Accident 1 could not forefee, and which took 
me nearly Half an Hour to correft in finding out a Place were there was the Icart Probability 
of fording, and at this Place the talleft Men could only get through. I then ordered the Gre- 
nadiers with Two Guns down to the Ford (having previoufly provided long and thick Ropes 
to enable me to drag the Guns through any Nullah where I might not meet with Boats), while 
the other Two Guns were covering their CrofTing. This obliged the whole to give way, leav- 
ing their Guns and Two Tumbrils, with near lOO Ihotted Cartridges, &c. &c. From the firft 
of my Arrival at the Ghaut, until they gave way, was near an Hour. I had only Two Men 
killed and Four wounded ; of the Enemy, I found on the Spot between 60 and 70 killed, and 
many more lay fcattered about at a Dirtance, which they had endeavoured to carry off ; the greater 
Part of their Wounded were likewife moved away, owing to the Difficulty and Delay that I met 
with in getting acrofs the Nullah. They arc a Set of the moft ubrtinate People 1 ever met 
with ; for fuch of the Wounded as were not taken away refufed the Affiftance which I offered 
them. Could I have poffibly got acrofs fooner, and the Horfemen had recovered from their 
Panic, there murt have been very great Carnage. . 

It is impofliblc to afeertain their Numbers; it was fuppoM they confifted of Ten thoufand and 
upwards, Horfe and Foot ; but the irregular Manner in which they were drawn up, prevents my 
forming any Judgment. 

This Circumrtance of the Intelligence reiM^bing the Ford was unfortunate ; however, I have 
taken care in providing fuch People as will inevitably prevent the like happening again. They 
‘were Natives of this Country ; and 1 am almoft certain it was done on Purpofc, for the Hircarrahs 
that carried me to the Ghaut I have not fecn fince. 

To deferibe to you the Situation of ColoneJ Hannay’s own Sepoys, and which called me to his 
Relief and Affiftance, I fuppofe you will be acquainted with, cither by himfclf, or from Mr. 
Middleton ; and as I have entered upon the reftoring this Country, and a Regiment will be nc- 
ceflary, I beg the Favour I may not be relieved. 

Camp near Goonda, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Odtober ijih, 1781. 6 Naylor- 
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^ Num. 129. 

General Orders h Governor General at Banaris tht i^tb Owbobsr 1781. 

The Governor General having received a minute Detail from Major Crabb, of the March and. 
Occurrences of the Detachment lately under his Command, in an Enterprize againft Lutteefpoor, 
(which Detail has been hitherto delayed by the Indirpofition of Major Crabb) repeats, in a parti- 
cular Manner, the general Thanks which he gave to the Detachment on the firft impcrfe<a Account 
of their Succefs. 

It is with extreme SatisfaAion that the Governor General obferves the Spirit and Perfcverancc 
with which the Troops furmounted the many and great Oblhcles which oppofed their Progrefs 
through the Mountains, and the Gallantry with which they attacked and defeated a ftrong De- 
tachment of the Enemy after a moft fatiguing March. 

The Governor General entertains the higheft Senfc of the Zeal and Abilities with which Major 
Crabb has conduced fuccefsfully an Expedition attended with uncommon Difficulties frorrf'Nul- 
lahs, Jungles, and other Impediments. 

The greated Commendations arc alfo due to the Officers of the Detachment, for their able and 
active Affidance in this arduous Expedition. 

The drong Recommendations which Major Crabb has given of Lieutenant Fireworker Baillie, 
for his didinguiffied Attention and Aftivity in the Management of the Artillery under his Charge, 
affords the Governor General the Pleafure of a Second Occafion of acknowledging the Services of 
that Officer in the fame Campaign, and publilhing his Thanks for them. 

Num. 130. 

General Orders, November 8th, 1781. 

The Stations of Futtehghur and Daranagur to be immediately and totally withdrawn, and the 
Troops from both to proceed immediately to Khaunpoor, where they arc to remain under the 
Command of Colonel Morgan until funher Orders. 

The Detachment, commanded by Colonel Muir, to encamp at Etaya until further Orders. 

'All Recruiting for any of the Corps beyond the Provinces, to be immediately fufpended. 

A Regiment of Sepoys from the Station of Khaunpoor to be dationed at Lucknow, under the 
Orders of the Refident, and relieved every Three Months. 

All Britidi Officers holding Commands, or employed in the Service of his Excellency the Nabob 
Vizecr, arc hereby recalled to their Duty in the Company’s Troops they arc fird to repair with 
their Corps to Lucknow, where they are to difeharge all Arrears due to the Troops under their 
refpeftivc Commands, and fettle their Accounts with the Paymadcr General of the Vizccr’s Eda- 
blilhment under Britilh Officers, after which they are immediately to proceed to the neared Station 
of the Company’s Forces, and wait there until they receive the Orders of the Commander in Chief 
rcfpeAing their future D^ination in the Corps of the Army. 

Num. 131. 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire. 

Honourable Sir, 

The Mutineers came to Terms with the Rajah the Day before Yederday j they receive Four 
Lacks and quit the Service. 

Yederday a Letter from Cheit Sing came to the Rajah, requeding his Affidance i on its being 
read, the Rajah expreffed his Attachment to you. 

The Rajah is in good Health, 

Naugpoor, 1 have the Honour to be. &c. 

18th P&ober 1781. B' Thomas. 


Tkt Paptrt that form tbit ApptnMx m trut Copiet of the Original i w, where there are 
frmjiationt inferttd of Ptrfim Let ter it true Copiet of tbofe Tranfiations, 

E. H^^If , 

Suk, See. to the HoueurabU Governor 
Gmrtl and Council. 
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PART III. 

Containihg AFFIDAVITS. 

FIRST PARCEL. 

Nvm. 1. Ai 


Affidavit (/Major Eaton, emmanM^g tbt Fort of Buxar. 

Ifaac Eaton, Major of Infantry, k» the Service of the United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Eaft Indies, aiaketb Oath and faith. That the annexed Papers, ref^ftivcly 
marked* N“ l. B, C, D, E, and F, are, as they purport to be. Copies of Letters relpcfUvely 
written and received by this Deponent i and that he did believe, from the belt Information which 
he had ftccived at the Tious of writing the Letters purporong to be written by him this Depo- 
nent, that the Subjeft Matter thereof was ttue, and ftill believes the lame to be true. And this 
Deponent further faith. That he hath at diverfe Times written feveral Perfian Letters to the Ra- 
jah Cheit Sing, containing Complaints of a like Nature y and that he hath not to this Hour been 
able to procure Rcdreft nom the faid Rajah, either on account of the Complaints contained in 
the annexed Letters, or in the faid Perfian Letters i that the faid Rajah had at different Times 
inveigled the Sepoys under the Command of this Deponent to defert and enter into his Service a 
and that, from the general CondoA of the fiiid Rajah and his People, this Deponent verily be- 
lieves the &td Rajah was difafitAed to the Engliffa Governinent, and wilbed the Subverllon 
of the ^nae. . And further this Deponent faith, that he bath commanded the Fort or Garrifon of 
Buxar, on the Frontiers of the Company’s Paffeffions, and next adjoining to thole ot the Ze- 
meedvy of the faid Rajah Cheit Sing, for .the Space of Three Years and Half, and, from bis 
OiBce and Situation, had frequent Experience of the Difpofidon of the laid Rajah, and of his 
People. 

Sworn this 9th Day of December Ifaac Eaton, 

in the Year 1781, before me 
E. Impcy, 

Num, j. B. 

To Thomas Graham Eiqt Conqnny’s Refideot at Banaris. 

Sir, 

From the many contemptuous and difrefpeftfol Letters and Meffagei received in anfwer to the 
diiferent Applications made by me to the Fougedars, Aumils, Zemeedars, &c. of Cheit Sing's 
Country, on various SubjcAs, t find myfelf obliged to addrefs you in this public Manner, in 
Hopes of Redrefs from your Reprefentation to the Rajah i and in order to Ihcw you their Difin- 
clination to affift the Company, or oblige me, I (hall here mention the Heads of two or three 
Circumffances as I have had occaffon to write to them upon. About Sixteen or Eighteen Months 
ago, a Boat with Two Twenty four Founders, belonging to the Honourable Company going to 
Chiinar, was'funk a little above Beerpoor on rhe Grouiw belonging to the Village of Scerpoor ; In 
conrcqucnce I applied to the Zemeedar of Beerpqor to affift me in endeavouring to weigh tlie Boat, 
at the fame Time promiffng a Reward to fuch People as he could let me have. Inffcad of comply- 
ing with my Reqoefl', he returned me an iofblent Anfwer, faying. He bad /ten mnj Fringees i nrho 
•was he? (meaning me ) ; that be was Rajah Babadre*s Servant, not mine, and would, therefore give nu 
no jifftfianct without his Orders. 

I then wrote to the fougedar of Tmaumabad } who made a Shew of Afliffance, by fend'tng 
Thirty or Forty Men. As they could be of little or nO Ufe, I colleAed together, from Buxar 
and Bowjpoor, as many as I poffibly could, with whom I went and examined the Spot, and found 
it impraaicabic, from the Rapidity of the River, at that Time to weigh the Guns, had I been 
fupplied with the Number of People required. On my making known to the Board the Impof- 
fibility of their then being got as, I was ordered to fix a Buoy to the Boar, and poft a Guard on 
the Banks nearefl; to the Place, in order to prevent its beioe cut away, in Hopes the Courfe of the 
Fiver might alter fufiiciently this Seafon to admit of their Impg taken up. t gave the Command 
of the Guard to a Naick, who formerly refided at the Village of Seerpoor, as I thought him the 
lik^eff Pcrlbn to get the Affiftaoce of the Country People when I might want them. The 
Natck came to me about a Month or Six Weeks ago, and informed me the Buoy and Mali; were 
cut away in the Night by fome of the Mullahs cither of Seerpoor. Beerpoor, or Barrow ) that if 
1 would permit him to ^ and refide amongR thofe People for a Week or a Fortnight, be would 
find out who cut it away, and by what Authbriti|, at he had Reafon to fufpcA the different Ze- 
incedars, having prcvioully heard that fuch a Thins was in Agitation. 1 permitted him to go ( 
and in Ten Days he returned, and informed me. Two Mullahs belonging to one of the Villages 


• N. B. The Marks of Reference are different from thofe of the original Manufeript. 
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told him, they knew the People, but v was as much as their own and their Families Lives were 
worth to divulge it, as the Zemecdars had threatened the Life of any Perfon whp ftiould inform 
the Fringecs, adding, the Guns would be ufcful to cbemfelves, as the Lnglilh would not pofTefs 
the Country long. Vwrote to the Fougedar Buckt Sing Toukaury, of Serinja Pergunnah, and 
Nicer AulCn Ally of Imaumabad Pergunnah, to deliver up the Mullahs of the difiereoc Villages, 
at lead thofc who had cut away the Buoys. In confequcnce I obtained an Order on the Zemee’ 
darsand Cutwalls for their being delivered upt but the Cutwall of Imaumabad refuiird, fayin». 
He did not know me •, that if I wanted them, or any Thing elfe, I fhould fight him for it before'*! 
fhould have it •, at the fame Time colleding a Mob, he drew his Sword, and made a Cut at one 
of my People, which he defended with his Firelock, or would moft probably have been killed. 
Upon this being reported to me, I fcni a Party of Sepoys, with Orders not to make any Difturb- 
ance, but if any Rcfiftance was made, to bring the Cutwsdl a Prifoner to me. Before the Sepoys 
could get there, the Mullahs were fent j but thofe who gave the Information to the Naick, and 
which were the People I wanted, were not among the Number 5 upon my inquiring where they 
were, 1 was told that one was dead, and the qther gone to Calcutta. 

The Praftice of drawing their Swords upon my People is very frequent. Whencvcrl have 
occafion to fend them into the Country, cither for Provifions, Bamboos, Straw, or any other 
Article I may want for my Garrifon, or the Troops under my Command, although I write to 
them in the moft polite and civil Manner for the fmalleft Article, and never fuffer any Perfon 
under me to take the Value of a Straw without paying for it; notwithftanding which, they will 
not.fupply me with any Thing by Confent, but, on the contrary, abufc my People in the moft 
grofs Manner ; and frequently, when the Gentlemen belonging to this Station have fent their Ser- 
vants to purchafe Things, they have been beat in a moft cruel Manner, 

The Zemeedars of Narainpoor, Beerpoor, and Choufeh, make a common Praftice of flopping 
Boats, although they have regular Rowannahs and Paflports from Government. On my fending 
to know the Reafons for their detaining them, they make ufe of the moft difrefpeftful Invedives 
againft the Company and me ; prticularly the Zemeedar of Narainpoor, who not long ago con- 
fined one of the Chowdrics of Buxar for Nineteen Days in Irons, and made him pay for another 
Man Fifty-three Rupees. Upon my writing him on the Subjeft, to know why he confined him, 
he drew his Sword on the Sepoy I fent, and returned a verbal Anfwer, that if the Chowdry 
came on his Side the River, he would cut his Nofe and Ears off, and mttke him pay as much 
more. 

Indeed, from the many Inftances T have experienced of the Infolence of the feveral Zemeedars, 
and the many Complaints I have made to their different Fougedars of them, I have every Reafon 
to believe they arc encouraged by them. I Ihall therefore confider myfcif obliged by your pro- 
curing for roc from the Rajah, an Order for fuch Articles as I may have occafion for, on my 
paying the cuftomary Price, as by that means it will prevent any further Trouble. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Ifaac Eaton, Capt. commanding. 

23d May 1779. 


Num. I. C. 

To Francis Fowke Efq; Company’s Refidcnt at Banaris. 

Sir, 

On the ayth Auguft I did myfelf the Plcafureof addrelTing you on a Subieft, which I conceived 
of great Moment to the Company, or at lead to me, as. it ftruck at their Authority as well as 
mlhc i but It not being taken notice of by you, I ftould fuppofe it had not come to hand, and 
therefore 1 enclofc a C<my, and beg you will on Receipt hereof interefl yourfelf with the Rajah, 
'n't"’® Satisfa£lion for fuch Behaviour, otherwife, in Support of my own Confequcnce, 
I fhall be obliged to apply to the Board for Redrefs, or for Leave to do myfelf Juftice; for at 
prefent the Inhabitants of this Country are in fuch a rebellious Sute, that within a Mile of me 
rtey refufc to fell the fmalleft Article wanting either for myfelf or for the Troops under my 
Command, notwithftanding I addrefs them in the moft polite Manner, by Letter, for the moft 
uinmg Thing, Ic is but Ycftcrday the Zemeedar of Narainpoor treated me with the createft 
Contempt, by throwing a Letter I lent him on the Ground, and treading on it. The Contents 
were to requeft he would fend Two or Three Dookaundars with Grain, &c. &c. for the Ufe of 
Captain Cra^ord’s Detachment. The Zemeedar at the fame Time made ufe of the erofleft 
Abufc againft me and the People I fent, telling them b* etuU rai/t Few hundred men ; that if the 
Fnngees Med any Thing, they JhcuU fight fer it. This Kind of Conduft, if not foon put an 
tnd to, will be produftive of Bloodihed; for it is impoffible in my Situation, let what wiU 
be the Confequcnce, to fuffer it, or the People under my Command will be fpit at as they pafs 
obfige myfcif infulted at my Fort Gates. Your fpeedy Reply will much 

Sir, &c. 


Buxar, 

3d November j 7S0. 


Ifaac Eaton, Captain commanding. 
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Num. t. D. 

To Captain I. Eaton, commanding tlic Fort of 
Sir, 

I have but this Moment received your Favour of the gd Inftant I am afliamed to fay, that the 
Original of the Copy which you inclofed, came to hand in doe Time. All I can fay in Excufe 
for my Inattention, is a bilioui Fever, from which I am now only recovering, and which, durinR 
its Continuance, aotally incapacitated me for any Kind of Bufinefs. 

I will immediately apply to the Rajah in the Manner you dcfirc, and reprefent to him the Pro- 
priety of pthiiihing and reprefling the Infolence of his Servants, and the NccclTity of their aflTifting 
the Commander in obtaining Supplies for his Garrifon : However, I think I can venture to pre- 
dift, that a Recrimination is all the Redrefs I lhall be able to procure j and I am convinced that 
the Interference of the Supreme Council is become abfolutely neceflary to put a Stop to thefe 
Enormities. 'The Moment 1 receive the Rajah’s Anfwer, I will give you the Subftance 
of it. 

The Inclofed will inform you of what has already palTed upon this Subjeeb. 

As I have heard nothing from the Board upon this Subjeft, I conclude that my Letter has been 
paired over amidft the Multiplicity of Bufinefs in which the General muft 'havc found himfelf 
involved on his Arrival at the Prefidehcy. I remain. 

Sir, &c. 

Banarls, F. Fowke, 

8th November 1780, Refident. 


, Num, I. E. 

To Francis Fowke Efqt 
Sir, 

I have received your different Favours, and have feen the Perwannah, which I am afraid will 
have little or no Effefl, as the whole Country feema to be in a State of Ferment. So lately ago as 
the J4th Inftanr, Three Gentlemen, who were proceeding to join the Army, wereinfultcd by the 
Zemeedar of Bcerpoor, who not only beat and bruifed their Servants, and afterwards robbed 
them, but cut one of the Gentlemen with a Tulwar acrofs the Forehead, and other Parts of the 
Body, in fo dangerous a Manner, that he was fent off from Buxar Ycflerday Morning, to have tho 
AlBftance of the Medical Gentlemen at Patna ; but as there is every Appearance of a Fra6bure, I 
am much afraid he will not recover. The other Two Gentlemen, after this fhocking Accident, 
returned here, and propofe remaining with me until they hear of Mr. Baffet (the Gentleman 
wounded) whether he recovers. 

Both the Gentlemen fay, the Stroke was made by the Zemeedar himfelf) upon which I imme* 
diately difpatched a Serjeant and Thirty Sepoys, who are juft now returned, having brought 
along with them a Parcel of Black Fellows from Beerpoor, but as I have not as yet had Time 
to enquire into the Particulars, I am uncertain whether the Scrutiny will be attended with the 
dcfired Succefs; I am however rcfolved to keep the People I already have in Confinement, 
Prifoners, until I am able to get to the Bottom of this infamous Affair. I requeft ^ou will in- 
form the Rajah of my Refolution, that he may take the proper Steps to have it cleared upj as 
this is not the only Inftance of the daring and rebellious Spirit of the Natives in Cheit Sing’s 
Diftridls. The Incbfed will fhew you a new Species of Fraud and Extortion, committed by Myup 
Sing, the Paranparaha Zemeedar, who takes upon himfelf the Collection of Duties on Boats 
pairing his Station. The Strang, from whom he fqueezed Money, has given me the inclofed Ac- 
count of the Matter, drawn up by himfelf, and to which I refer youj and am, 

Sir, &c. 

Buxar, Ifaac Eaton, 

I yih November 1780. Captain Commanding. 


Num. I. F. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council. 

Gentlemen, 

As 1 have ever confidered it ai an efleiuial Duty incumbent on me, at commanding at this 
Station, to give every Information in my Power, rnpeCling the proper and regular Manner of 
diftributing Juftice, and preventing oppreffive ACts and Irregularities, to the Honourable Board ) 
1 have embraced this Opportunity of communicating a Piece of Intelligence, which, from the fla- 
grant Circomflances and daring Spirit of the Natives in this Part of the World, requires the moft 
fcrious Attention of the Honourable Board. 

So very lately as the 14th of the current Month, Three Gentlemen, viz, Enfigns Irvine, 
Horne, and Baffet, being on their Way to join the Army, were fto|)pcd by thefe Freebooters at 
Beerpoor, a Village diftant from Buxar only Three Cofs, The Zemeedar, at the Head of a 
numerous Gang, endeavoured and was very afliduous in picking a Quaitel with the Gentlemen’s 

Servants, 
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Servants, Two or Three of whom they oA down with Tulwars, and afterwards robbed a Bag|;a» 
Boat. Not yet fatisfied with fuch cruel and barbarous Treatment, the Zemeedar (as Two ot tne 
Gentlemen inform roe) jj^e a Stroke at Mr. Baflet with a Vulwar, and cw him fo defperately 
acrofs the Forehead andother Parts of the Body, that he was brought back to Buxar, and inline* 
diately feni away to Patna to have the Affiftance of the Medical GeoUemeo at i;he Station, though 
with very little Hopes Recovery. The other Gentlemen W atprefent with me waiti^ ttw 
I flue. Immediately on receiving the above (hocking Account, I difpatched a Serjeant and Thirty 
Sepoys in Qpeft of the Offenders and Yefterday the Detachipcnt returned, and, Drought a Num- 
ber of People Prifoners along with them, which 1 wi|l loie no Time in examining, and taking 
every other Step neceflary to get to the Bottom of fo daring an Infult. So foon as t,am able to 
inveffigaie the Matter thoroughly I will uke the eariieft Opportunity of addrcflingthe Honour- 
able Etoard with the Refult of m^nquiry. 

As this is not the only Inftance of the daring and infolent, I may almoft fay, rebellious Spirit 
the Natives in almoff every Diffrift of Cheit Sing’s Country, I have officially made repeated Ap- 
plications to Mr. Fowke, the Refidcnt at Banans, to reprelent thofe Grievances to the Rajah, but 
hitherto without Fffeft. 

General Coote likewife sddrelTed Mr. fowke, in confequence of my Complaint, a Copy of 
which I fend inclofedt alfo Mr. Fowke’s Anfwcr to the General. Some Ihort Time afterwards, 
i had a Second Occafton to addrefs Mr. Fowke on a Second Infult i a Copy of which I likewile 
inclofc you, with his Reply. 

Since writing the above, I have juft had a Third Complaint preferred to me acaintt thefe Peo- 
ple, by a Scrang that was (lopped by Myup Sing, the raranpara Zemeedar, who threatened to 
murder him, if he did not immediately pay too Rupees Duty on a Boat belonging to Major Duff, 
which he at that Time had charge of, and was conducing to the Prefidency. The Account, as 
wrote by the Scrang himfelf, and delivered by him to me, 1 have inclofed for your Perufalt 

All thefe Circumftances, properly confidcttd, will evidently (hew the great Necelfity there is of 
fpcediiy falling upon fome Means to put a Stop to fuch outrageous Conduft, as at prefent there 
is no Safety for the Traveller cither by Land or Water. 

I have the Honour to remain, 

Ifaac Eaton. 

^ [SECONDPARCEL. 

Nwm. %, A. 

Affidavit a/ Major Palmer, * 

William Palmer, Major in the Service of the Honourable the Eaft India Company in Bengal, 
maketh Oath, and (aith,^ That about the latter End pf the Month of June laft, the Honourable 
Warren Haftings Eiquite, Governor General of Bengal, difeourfing with this Deponent on the 
Subjeft of his intended Journey to Banana and Lucknow, declared one of the principal Objeds 
of it CO be to exadl from Ri^ah CbcR Sing a Fine or Contribution of Fifty Lacks of Rupees, as a 
Puniftmtent for Breach of Lngagements with the Government of Bengal, and for A^s of Mif- 
conduil in his Zemeedary. The Governor General further declared to this Deponent, That he 
knew the Ability of the Rajah to contribute fuch a Sum to the Exigencies of Government, and 
that he the Governor General was determined to convert the Faults committed by the Rajah into 
a public Benefit. The Governor General further declared to this Deponent, in the fanne Con- 
verfation. That on Offer from the Rajah, but indiredUy, had been made to him of Twenty 
I.acks of Rupees for the public Service, as a Retribution for hit Failure of Engagements} but 
that he the Governor General was refolved to infift upon the (irft-mentioned Sum of Fifty Lack* 
of Rupees y and if the Rajah (hould abfolutely refufe the. Demand, that he the Governor General 
would deprive him of his Zemeedary, or transfer the Sovereignty thereof to the Nabob Vizeer. 

Sworn before me this W. Palmer.) tp$ 

4th Day of December 1781. 

E. Impey. 

^ [Num. a. B. 

Atceftation «/ David Anderfon Enquire, 

To the Honourable Warren Haffingt Eiquire. 

Flonourable Sir, 

In obedience to your Commands, conveyed to me thrauj^ Major Palmer, 1 (hall endeavour to 
repeat, as well as I can remember, the PurjMrt of whit you were plealed to inform me ^fore your 
Departure from Calcutta, of your Intentions regarding Cheit Stng i but as fo long an Interval 
has fincc clapfed, my Jlecolledlion, which has never been ftrengthened by a Communicat'mn, 
mull necellkrily be fomewhat imper^. 

After enumerating feme of the Refources which you expeded to find up the Country for the' 
Relief of the Cgmpany'a Exigencies, you mentioned to> me the Condud of Cheit Sing, 

t 


You 
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You obferved, that he owed his Elevation to the Company j that he was allowed to enjoy a very con- 
fiderable Income, the Revenue cxaAcd from him being much inferior to the Produce of his Dif- 
and that his Territories were mainuined and defcn&ed by theEnglilh Army: That on 
thofe Confiderations, it had been reckoned equitable that he (hould contribute on an Emergency to 
the Support of Wars earned on by that Government under which he held hwaZemeedary, and to 
which he was indebted for its Protedion. Accordingly you mentioned, that a Sum had been 
demanded from him } that, after fomc Difficulties, he had agreed to pay it at a certain Period j 
that, truftlng to his Promifes, you had made an Affignment on him for the Ufc of Colonel 
Camac’s Detachnnent} and that Colonel Camac, relying on his Pundkuality, had returned a 
Bill for a Icfs Sum, which had been fent to him by Mr. Middleton t but that this Confidence had 
nearly proved fatal to the Detachment, and aftually did prove the Caufe of retarding the Expe- 
dition : That Cheit Sing, in fpite of all the Reprefentations which were made to him, del lyed fo 
long the promifed Payment, that the Officers of the Detachment ^re reduced to the NccelTity 
of felling their Plate : That you therefore determined to call him««o an Account, and oblige 
him to make an Atonement for his Conduft in this Inftance, and the Want of Attachment he had 
in general fliewn to our Government, by paying a confiderable Sum of Money to the Relief of 
the Company’s Exigencies j that if he confented, you were dcfirous of eftablifhing his Pofleflion 
on the moft permanent and eligible Footing ; but if he refufrd, you had in your Power to raife 
a large Sum for the Company, by accepting of an Offirr which had been made for his Diftria by 
the Vizeer. You minuted the Particulars of Cheit Sing’s Conduft in an Account which you 
drew up in Calcutta, of the State of the different Powers of Hindoftan •, though I do not believe 
that in that Paper you expreffed the Intentions you had formed i and 1 remember you told me, 
that you had communicated to Mr. Whcler your Intentions regarding Cheit Sing and I believe 
(though I cannot pofitivciy rccollcft) you faid he had concurred in them. 

lam, with the greateft Refpefr, &c, 

Mahdhjco Sindia’s Camp, near Duttcah, D. Andcrfon.l 

the 14th January 1782. 

THIRD PARCEL. 

Ncm. 3. A. 

Affidavit of Captain Davy. 

Captain William Davy, private Pcrfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire,' 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. maketh Oath, and faith. That he underftands the Pcrfian 
Language, and that the Englifti Papers marked Num. 3. B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, L, 
M, N, O, P, Q, R, S, T, U, hereunto annexed, ari rcfpcftivcly true and faithful Tranfiates 
of the feveral Pcrfian Papers, marked, lA, aA, 3A, 4A, 5A, 6A, 7 A, 8 A, 9 A, 10 A, 
iiA, 12 A, 13 A, 14A, 15A, 16 A, 17 A, 18 A, 19 A, likcwilc hereunto annexed, according 
to the bell of this Deponent’s Skill and Belief. 

Sworn before me this rath William Davy. 

Day of December 1781. 

E. Impey. 


Num. 3. B. 

Tranllation e/ the Declaration of Hydcr Beg Khan, altejled he/ore Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, 

Nevemher zStb 1781. 

When I arrived at the Seray of Saumcc, the Gov. General, Mr. Haftings, was in the Fort 
of Chunar. I was detained at the Seray by the Swelling of the River Burnau. The Vakeel of 
the Rajah Cheit Sing came to me, and delivered to me thus the Mcffage of the faid Rajah.— « I 
[Cheit Sing] have not been in any Manner deficient in my Obedience to the Gentlemen of 
high Rank [the Englifti]— The Governor General arrived at Banaris.— At the loftigation of Owfan 
Sing, Mr. Markham brought Two Companies, and put me in Arrcft. 

About Twelve o’Clock my People, ftrctching forth their Hands, brought me out from thence— 
For the Safety of my Life I came to Ramnagur, and from thence to Lutteefpoor. — After that, 
a Force came from Chunar to Ramnagur.— Owfan Sing wanted to feize upon Ramnagur. My 
People ftood upon their Defence} an Engagement followed, and the Troops of the Governor 
General were cut off. I am now determined not to pafs by aught which may be in my Power 
to execute. Do you (i. e. this Deponent) write thus to the Vizeer of the Empire, “ That if 
Support is given to me, I will colica together an Hundred thoufand Men, I will go even toCal- 
cutu, and I will totally annihilate the Englilh Government.” I replied to the Vakeel, ‘ that this 
Condua, and thefc Declarations, would be produaivc of Evil to the Rajah.— When the Com- 
panies came to confine the Rajah, he fliould have gone that Moment to the Governor General.— 
People fay that he hefitated whether he Ihould, or not, attend the Governor. If the Governor 
General had had any ill Intentions towards him, he would have called together the Company’s Forces, 
who were ftationed in different Parts— To what Porpofe was it to come alone to Banaria? Or he 

3 N would 
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would have fcized him upon the Road. Such Intentions on the Part of the Governor General, 
from this Rctrofpeflion, arc not to be conceived. If a Maftcr and a Ruler exerts his Authority, 
ftill there is no Caufc for Fear an/ Apprehenfion. On thefc Subjedls, with which you are 
unacquainted, I will communicate Circumltances as they arc. His Highnefs is, in hit Life and 
in his Fortune, joiMi and united with the Company, and the Englith Gentlemen. The whole 
of his Dominions is from them (or it theirs), nor does he wilbthat there ftiould beany Diftindion 
between his and theirs. Such Regard more efpecially docs he pay to the firm and perfeft Fricnd- 
Ihip which always fubfiftcd between the Governor General and bis Highnefs the late Nabob, 
that he never will be led to deviate, even the Point of a Hair, from the Sentiments and Wilhes 
of the Governor. As foon as his Highnefs hears thefc Things, he will march immediately wi;h 
his Forces to meet Mr. Hafiings. Notwithfianding the Governor General has repeatedly written 
to the Vizeer to forbid him, yet his Highnefs will now come on his own Determination. The 
Englilh Forces too are near at hand, they will fpeedily arrive, and the Punilhment will be fevere. 
It is not well for the Rajah •, he will be torn up by the very Roots.— To threaten alfo that which is 
out of his Power to execute, is improper t the Rank of the Rajah is nothing more than that of a 
Zemeedar i no one will pay regard to his Attempts, and a fmall Force will be fufficient to 
chaftife him. Far better will it be for him to lay afidc fuch Thoughts as thefe, to implore^ Par- 
don of the Governor General, to give up his Forts, and fend back to him the Boats and the 
whole of the Baggage j or rather, it would be better that he himfelf Ihould go alone, and with 
his Hands bound, into the Prefence of the Governor.’ 

Again he brought this Meffagc from the Rajah: “ I can no longer rely with Safety on the 
Englilh. If you uy thus, do you interpofc, obtain Pardon for my Faults, and take upon your- 
fclf to fettle the Subfidy." 1 faid in Reply, ‘ Your Crimes have been too great; you have at- 
tacked the Troops of the Company. I cannot prefume to take upon myfclf to fettle your Affairs, 
and to obtain Pardon for your Crimes. If you have aftually refolved on a Change of Condudt, 
return the Boats and the Baggage, and give up Ramnagur, Lutteefpoor, and Patecta. Supported by 
fuch Proofs, 1 will once endeavour to obtain a Pardon for you ; to grant or to refufe will red with 
the Governor General.’ The Perfon who brought the Mcffage faid in Anfwer, ‘ The Intentions 
of the Rajah are to feizc upon the Fort of Chunar, and to extend his Government as far as Cal- 
cutta, and you tell him to deliver up Ramnagur, Lutteefpoor, and Patecta!' I faid, ‘ Then the 
Rajah, it appears, afpires to the Empire, yet his Rank is only that of a Zemeedar! thefe Attempts 
will draw down Deftrudlion upon him ; he will be extirpated in a Moment.’ After this Conver- 
fation, he promifed to return the Boats, but he never performed his Promtfe. An Animofity to 
all the Englilh, plainly and evidently appeared from the Language of the Rajah’s Vakeel ; he re- 
peatedly faid, that he would go even to Calcutta, and that he would expel the Englilh, nor would 
he be deficient in aught which he had the Power to execute. When he found that he had no- 
thing to hope from my Interpofition, he began to aft hollilely towards me alfo. He denied me 
Boats to crofs the Burna, and he direfted the Tribe of Gurkbunfee to attack me in the Night. 
During tile few Days that I continued there, we were obliged to keep ourfelves ready for Aftion, 
and be upon our guard Day and Night. In the Neighbourhood of Jounpoor, the People of the 
Rajah wounded feveral of the Stragglers belonging to the Cavalry in bis Highnefs’s Service, who 
were coming to join me, and carried off fome Horfes. And the People llationed at Azumgur, 
who came it) to me, fet forth. That Nadir Shah, the Son of Azum Shah, Zemeedar of Azum- 
gur, which was formerly under the Government of Cheit Sing, had, by Direftions from the Rajah, 
gone to Azumgur and raifed Dillurbances. And the Vakeel of Cheit Sing, in the Courle of 
nis Converiation, faid, that the Rajah had fent Forces towards the Carramnaffa, and even to the 
Walls of Patna ; and that Letters were gone to the King, to Nujjuf Khan, and to Sindiah. Zaulim 
Sing, formerly expelled from Amurden, was at Budlapoor, in the Government of Cheit Sing; 
He alfo went to Amurdeh, in the Territories of the Nabob, and raifed Dillurbances. It appears 
that the People of Budlapoor accompanied Zaulim Sing. Such were the. Reports communicated 
to me by the People of tW Place. Finding it imprafticable to crofs the Burna, where 1 was, 
without Boats, 1 marched from thence, and crofling higher up, where the River was fordable, 1 
proceeded to join the Governor General. 

This Account of what I heard, and of what I faw, I have truly and faithfully related. There 
may be a Difference between the Idioms of the Hindoftan and Perfian Languages, but there is 
none in the Senfe. I fwear by the Almighty, that I have truly wrote, without Diminution or Ad- 
dition, all that 1 heard and all that I faw, and nothing but the Truth. 

Hyder Beg. That which is written is true. 

Sealed with his Seal. 


Num. 3. C. 

Tranllation ef the Depofition «/ tbt Moonihy Gore Perlhiud . — tht Deponent fworn btfort Chief 
JulUceSir Elijah Impey, December ad 1781. 

Without the Means of Efcape, I was obliged to put on the Habit of a Fakeer, and with my 
Brother take flielter in the Hindoo Temple Arnepoorna, where I continued undifeover^f^ 
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Eight Days. At length a Fakeer, for the fake of the Reward, went to Girdhaurcc Laul, the 
Brother of Diaram, Aumeen of Banaris, and laid, that for a Rccompcnlc he would fcize and de- 
liver me up. The faid Girdhauree Laul gave Five Rupees to the Fakccr, and lent Fivt-and- 
twenty Peadahs along with him, who took me from the remple, and confined me for twcnty-two 
Pays in the AumeenS Kutcherrec. My Pen is unable to delcribc the ignominy, and the Severi- 
ties which they infliAed Umh roe. After that, I was confined for Four Days at Ramnagur, and 
at length, on the 27th of Ramzan, in the Twenty-third Year of the Reign, I was tied Fland and 
Foot and thrown upon a Dooly, and fentaway from Ramnagur to Luttcefpoor. On the Road, 
near to the Houfe of the Chowdry Sewan, I faw a Number of Ladders made of Wood and Bam- 
boos (about Forty or Fifty) lying on the Ground. I enquired of the Peadahs who guarded me, 
what thofe Ladders Were intend^ for. They replied, that they had been intended for the Garden 
of Mehadew Dofs, but it was ordained, that the Engliflj Gentlemen Ihould live: They made their 
Efcape, otherwife Bauboo Soojaun Sing would not have left one of them alive. Having heard this 
Reply, 1 remained lilcnt. 

Moonftiy Gore Perlhaud. 

Num. 3. D. 

Tranflation a/ tht Depofition 0/ Hurry Ram Pundit . — The Deponent /worn before Chief Jufticc 

Sir Elijah Impey, December ad 1781. 

The Rajah Cheit Sing, having rcflcAed on his ConduA, determined with his confidential 
People, that it was necelfary he himfelf Ihould go to meet Mr. H-rftings, but that he (liould go 
from the Place where he was, with fuch a Force, and with fuch Preparations, as would enable 
him to aA both by Land and by Water, and imprefs the above-mentioned Gentleman with an Idea 
of his fuperior Strength} for that Mr. Haftings had with him but a fmall Number of Troops, and 
If he Ihould have entertained any ill Intentions toward him, on obferving the Number and Force 
of Followers, he would be led to refleA, that nothing could be cfifeAed, and confequently be 
deterred from making the Attempt-, therefore he gave Information and particular DircAions to 
all his Soldiers and Attendants, that he was going to meet Mr. Hafiings, and that they Ihould 
hold thcmfelves in Readinefs to proceed: That he Ihould go by Water, for which Purpofc, a 
Fleet of Boats was prepared j for the before-mentioned Gentleman (the Governor General) would 
come by Water, and confequently his Fleet of Boats would come with him } therefore it was 
necefiary, that he (the Rajah) Ihould have a Fleet of Boats alfo, that his People might always be 
near at hand : That a Body of Cavalry moreover Ihould proceed by Land, and Tents be pitched 
at Two Places between Ramnagur and Buxarj for at all Events he mull meet the Governor Ge- 
neral. Accordingly, on the i(nh ofShaubaun, the Rajah fet out from Ramnagur, by Water, to 
meet Mr. Haftings. The jemmadars and Huzzarries, Jaafir Khan, Dillall Khan, Juttoo Khan, 
Zubburduft Khan, Lulloo the Son of Kauna Mull, Rambukih, Baulkilhen, &c. all together near 
Five hundred Horfe } alfo Jemmadars of Foot, with Matchlock Men, &c. near Two thoufand, 
proceeded along the Southern Bank of the Ganges. And by Water, the Rajah was attended by 
a Fleet of Boats, in Number about a hundred and Forty, in which were embarked Suddanund 
Buxey, Golaum Hooflein Tay, Mirza Fyz-ullah Beg, Bauboo Doorgbijey Sing, Munnear Sing, 
Purtaub Koodur Sing, Doond Bahadre Sing, Ahlaud MilTur, Meer Hooflein Ally, &c. Sheakh 
Mahommed Aumeen, Commandant of the Sepoy Battalions, Dabee Sing, Mahommed Moraud, 
Dhun Sing, and Hukkoomut Sing, Soubadars, with Two Companies of Sepoys, Huzzoorcc 
Peadahs, and Matchlocks, in all about 2000 Men. Godur Mull and Bullum Dafs, who were 
ftationed at Ghauzipoor, joined by Orders from the Rajah, who afterwards arrived at Buxar, and 
had an Interview with Mr. Haftings. 

Written by Hurry Ram Pundit. 

^ (Num. 3. .E. 

Tranflation of the Depofition of Jewan Ram Moonihy, in the Service of the late Lieutenant 

Stalker . — The Deponent /worn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, December 2d 1781. 

After the Arrival of Mr. Markham at Shcwallah, I went in and paid my RcfpcAs to my 
Mafters who alked me, if I knew whether Mr. Markham would come there or not ? I replied, 
It was reported fo, but that it depended on bis Inclinations. Mr. Stalker then told me, 1 might 
go, but afterwards ordered me to ftay, I continued there, and faw Doorgbijey Sing fitting with 
the Rajah in the center Apartment, and Suddanund Buxey and others whifpering to the Rajah. 
Shortly after, News was brought to the Three Gentlemen fitting in the adjoining Room, that 
there were Difputes without. Mr. Stalker went without the Jauli (or Firft Wall) and alked the 
Subadar Bilhun Sing, why he had ordered the Bayonets to be fixed ? The Sobadar replied, 
that Numbers of the Raja’s armed Servants had come in, and that they paid no regard to 
the Company’s Orders. After which, Mr. Stalker advanced further out, and alked of the 
younger Mowllavy and me, who amongft thofe People was the Chief? 1 anfwcrcd Bauboo 
Munnear Sing. Mr. Stalker fent for Munnear Sihg, and ftrongly enjoined him to appeafe his 
People, and enquire, why they attempted to difpute and fight with his Sepoys. Munnear Sing 
replied, “What Power have they, that any one of them Ihould prefumc to fight? We Tvo, 

Father 
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Father and Son, are dcfirous to go to the Rajah.” Mr. Stalker anfwcred, « Very well, but you 
muft day here between your People and mac, that they may not come to Blows.” After that 
a Letter arrived from the Governor to the Rajah, which Mr. Stalker, having quieted and foothed 
the People, prefented to him: The Rajah then got up, and went out of the Burradurri to the 
adjacent Baftion, to perfBfm his Devotions. 

At this Time Information was brought to Mr. Stalker, that the Rajah's People oppofed and 
refufed Admittance to another Company of Sepoys who had brought Proviftons, a Table, &c. 
for the Gentlemen. Mr. Stalker again went out, and calling to Suddanund Buxey, alkcd the 
Caufe of this Oppofition j and told him to fend Direflions (to the Rajah’s People). Suddanund 
faid he would go himfclf. Mr. Stalker replied, ” No, fend One of your Servants.” While the 
Man was going out to filcnce the People, Mr. StalkCT returned within the Jauly. Doorgbijejr 
Sing was gone from thence no one knew whither. Cheit Ram, Mr. Markham's Chubdar, in- 
formed Mr. Stalker, that he had a Meflage to deliver to the Rajah from the Governor General. 

Mr. Stalker faid, ” Deliver it.” He, the Chubdar, faid, “ At the Place where the Rajah was 
at his Devotions, the Governor fays your People want to quarrel and fight j it will be better if 
you forbid them, for every Sepoy is as an European, and every European is as a (or the) Com- 
pany i if a Drop of their Blood is (hed, you lhall be plundered and deftroyed." At this Period, 
there was a Report of Guns at the Gate of Shewallahi the Aftion was commenced. At this 
Time, Mr. Stalker and Cheit Ram went towards the Rajah. Munnear Sing and others cut 
down Cheit Ram, pulled Mr. Stalker back, and pulhing him on one Side, began the Slaughter. 
The Rajah efcaped through a Window by a Rope made of Turbans, got into a Boat, and 
went off. His People, by the fame Means, drew up Swords and Shields as a Bucket is drawn 
up from a Well, and began to engage. I ftood near the Jauly behind my Mafteri when my 
Matter was killed, I fled toward the Place where the Rajah’s Viftuals was drefled. 1 continued 
there a fliort Time, and faw the Rajah’s People jump from the Walls and the Trees with Aeir 
Shields and Swords, and advance. After this I affumed the Charadlcr of one of Cheit Sing's 
Servants, fled with his People, and came to the Prcfcncc. The Gentlemen after this went to 
Chunar, and I (hould have arrived the next Day, but I was plundered on the Road and con- 
fined in the Fort of Pindcra. Diaram took away from tny Houfe Two Tangon Horfes, and 
placed his Seal and a Guard upon the Door. After the Flight of the Rajah, the Zemcedar of 
the before-mentioned Fort fet me at Liberty, Without a Matter, every way difconfolatc, to 
whom can I communicate my Diftrcfi f I now hope for Favour and Support from the Almighty, 
and from you. 

jewan Ram.] ^ 


Nom. 3. F. 

Tranflation tf tht Depofttion tf Bilhen Sing.— •Tie Deponent fvaem btfort Chief Jufticc Sir 

Elijah Impey, December ad 1781. 

I had Two Locks of Mufleets fixed on my Ears. Bauboo Soojaun Sing fent for me by Ram 
Kilhcn Hircarrah to come into his Prcfcncc. — He faid, ” Deliver up the Trunks of Gold Mo- 
hurs which the Governor delivered over to your Care when he went to Chunar.” I fet forth. 
That I did not know any thing about fuch Trunks. He then gave Orders to the Sepoys to 
prefs the Locks hard, (faying) that without Severity 1 would not lx prevailed upon to give them 
up; and then the Blood ran from both my Ears. 

Written by Bilhen Sing, 
the 4th of the Month Ramzan, Year 23d. 

Nvm. 3. G. 

Tranflation of the Dcpofition of the Moonlhy Patnimul.— ‘STr Deponent fworn btfort Chief 
Juttice Sir Elijah Impey, ad December 1781. 

The Depofltion of Patnimul Moonlhy. On the laft Day of the Month of Ramzan, in the 
Year of the Reign Twenty-three, the Gentlemen went to Chunar. I was unable to accompany 
them for want of a Conveyance. Without Remedy, 1 remained in the Houfe of one or the 
Inhabitants for Eight Days. The AunKxn Diaram daily caufed a Proclamation, to this Pur- 
port, to lx made through the City; ** In the Houfe of whomfoever a Perfon belonging to the 
Englilh Gendemen may be fecreted, let the Owner bring him to the Aumeen’s Kutcherry and 
deliver him up i otherwife, (upon Proof) in the Houle of whomfoever a Perfon belonging to 
the Englilh ihall be found, the Owner thereof lhall be (conGdered) as a Criminal to the 
Government of the Rajah, hh Houfe and Property (hall be deftroyed, and his Belly fliall be 
ript open,’’ a 
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Tranflation cf tht Depolitioo ^ the Moonlhy Gore Pcrlhaud.— •T'i&e Deponent /mrn hftre 
Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impeyy ad December 178^ 

When the Gentlemen marched for Chunar 1 was not informed of it. I knew it about Four 
Gurries after. In Terror for my Life, I lecreted myfelf in the Houfc of BauboojjDuflan Rami 
1 continued undifcovered for One Days the next Day the faid Bauboo Dufian Ram faid to me, 
•I To^ay there has been a Proclamation through the City to this Purport, IVhetver hasfecrtttd 
4 FoUov)^ of tbt M bh Houfit Ut him produce and deliver him up, otherwife, on Difeovery, 

bis Houfe flstdl he feized, and he himfeif JbaU htjevtrehf punified. 1 cannot keep you in my Houfc, 
go from my Houfe to feme other Place.” Without Remedy, I put on the Habit of a Fakccr, 
and took (heltcr in the Temple of Arnapoorna. 

Gore Pcrlhaud. 


Num. 3. I. 

Tranflatton of the Depofition ^Doond Sing, Commandant.— Tie Deponent /worn before Chief 
. Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, Norember a6th 1781. 

In the Month Phiagun a Jemmadar and a Havildar, in the Service of Soojaun Sing, the Bro- 
ther of Rajah Cheit Sing, came to me, and faid, Soojaun Sing has fent for you.” I aiked, “On 
what Account has he fent for me f”— they replied, “ We do not know.” — I faid, “ I am a Ser- 
vant to the Englilb, I will not go to him.” They [then] faid, “ He has fent for you, to take you 
into his Service.”— I anfwered, “ From my Youth to this Day I have been the Servant of the 
Englilht I have never gone to any Rajahs orBauboos, nor will 1 go to them.” When thofc 
People returned to Soojaun Sing, they faid, « Doond Sing, the Commandant (i. e. this Depo- 
nent), refufes to come.” The Rajah Futteh Saw alfo wrote to the Rajah Cheit Sing, to place a 
Guard over my Houfe at Banaris, in which Cafe I fhould (be obliged to) join him with my Se- 
poys and Guns. This Information was given to me by the Jemmadar Chains Sing. I faid, “ My 
Houfe, and my Wife, and my Children, may be deftroyed.— Still I am the Servant of the Eng- 
lifh, and I am faithful and loyal. By the Bleffing of God, in a Ihort Time we alfo lhall go to 
Banaris and plunder that Rajah, and we will fooil the Rajah Futteh Saw alfo.” At Sukroreh I 
was informed that a Guard was placed at my Houfe. 

The Commandant Doond Sing not being able to write, either in Perjian or Hindee, bat made his Mark. 

Num. 3. K. 

Tranflation ^ /if Depofition ^ /Ar Moonfhy Mahommed Moraud.— Tie Deponent fworn before 
Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey, Nov. a6th 1781. 

On the 19th of Ramzan the Captain* iffued Orders to all the Subadars for marching towards 
Banaris, and directed them to get in Readinefs. The next Day we marched to Burragong. 
The Captain had mounted his Horfe to proceed, and I was in the Rear in Search of a Conveyance 
for my Baggage, when Five or Six Sepoy Grenadiers and others came and furrounded me, and 
demanded their Pay, in confequence of which a great many more of the Sepoys came and 
clamoured for their Pay, and ill ufed mcj and they brought me down from the Bungala, and 
beat me fevercly with the Butt-ends of their Pieces, and charged Bayonets even to my Bread, fo 
that my Life was in Danger. A Hircarrah carried Information of this Affair to the Captain, who, 
on receiving it, turned back and arrived immediately. All the Sepoys then turned their Clamours 
againft the Captain, ufing infulting Language i and they furrounded him and faid that unlefs 
they received their Pay they would not fet him at Liberty— that if I Ihould pay them, welU if 
not, they would carry me to Baunfy, which is near to Kunkoos) and that, when they Ihould receive 
the Whole of their Pay from me, they would fet me free.— They moreover placed a Guard with 
fixed Bayonets over the Captain, and pointed Bayonets to his Breaft to ftab himi and they rulhed 
upon ut finreral Times, fo that we gave up ourfelves for loft. In this Situation the Captain ordered 
them back, and gave them Three Months Pay } and then propofed to them to march with him to 
Banaris. The Sepoys anfwered infolently, that they would not on any Account go to Banaris. 
Without Remedy, the Captain marched from thence with the Battalion, and arrived at Gooruck- 
poor. He halted there a ftw Days, purebafed Grain for the Sepoys, and marched from thence 
by the Way of Baunfy. We halted Six Days at Baunfy on account of the heavy Rains s we af- 
terwards marched from thence, and after encountering a thoufand Diftreffes arrived at Bulkoreh, 
The ptft Events, which are known to every one, ! have thus related. 

Mahommed Moraud, 

and fealed with his Seal, 


* Ciptain WilUami. 
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Num. 3. L* 

Tranflation */ Depofidoa «/Doond Sing* ComffiM(iant.**»7i&« DqwBent yiiwW Chief 
JulliceSir Elijah Impey, Novcihber t6(h lyli* 

It appears from die Letter of Ram Sing Jemmadar* ftadoned at Mutchtdi, that the Rajah 
Ajeet Mull, the Rqah Futteh Saw, and Gtnoo Roy, had engaged themfelm to OKh other 
by Oath to crofi the Rivers Gogra and Suijoo, for as much as they had received a Letter from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and the Sum of Fifteen thoofind Rt^JCM, to cut off the Englifli in the 
Diftrift of Surwur, and drive them outs and Letters have anived from Futtdi Saw, to all the 
Zemeedars, great and fmall, to withhold the Colleddons, and - not to py a fingle Daum to the 
£ngli(hi and the laid Futteh Saw lent near Two hundsed Men, with Mato^ka, into the 
Jungle of Burragong, and near to Kunkooa. After Three Days, the Three Rajaha crofled-the 
River, and encamped in the Jungle ; and it was reported frOm all Quarters, that the Zemeedars 
had (hut up all the Ghauts on the Rivers, and funk all the Boats; and I wrote an Account of 
thefe Things to Major Macdonald and Captain Williams, and told them that there were great 
Didurbances in the Country, and that there were Reports aUb that the R^afas would crois the 
River. And I wrote thefe Things to Major Macdonald, that he might inform the Colonel that 
the Road to Banaris was (hut up, for fear the Captain Ihould march from that Quarter towafds 
Ban arts; it was alfo reported among the People, that Three Gentlemen had been killed at Ba- 
naris. After fome Days the Captain arrived at Kunkooa, and after a Halt of Three Days, 
gave Orders for marchinn, and direded all the Sepoys to get ready, and about Nine o’Clock in 
the Morning on the Sixm of September, he marched, and came to the Bank of the River Khau« 
khi ; it then rained exceffively. When we arrived at the Khaukhi, the Captain ordered the Troops 
to be eroded over the River ; agreeable to Orders, I eroded them over. When, after a thou* 
fand Didrelfes, we had crolTed the River, the Captain faid that there were many Rivers in the 
Road, and no Boats on any of them; that the Ghauts were (hut up, and no Grain to be procured 
on the March for the People; bow then would it be podible to paft the Guns and Troops through 
fuch a Country i It would be better, he faid, to go to Banaris by Way of Buxar; therefore we 
again crolTod the River Khaukhi, and encamped aim marcKing Half a Co(t from k. He (then) 
gave Orders for marching toward Kbunkooa. Moving from the Khaukhi the Captain with the 
Troops arrived at Khunkooa; be then told all the Subadan and Jemmadars, that the Rajah 
Fucten Saw, with his Force, was polled on the Road, and that it was necedary to attack and 
drive iiim from thence; that he would halt a few Days at Nuddy Kaunoon, and then march to- 
ward Banaris. It was now known that the Sepoys of the Battalion had faid, “ Let them give us 
our Pay, and wherever they go, we will go with them;” to which the Subadars replied, they 
might take it wherever they found it.” The faid Subadars neither confined thofe Sepoys, nor 
informed me of theCircumftance. 1 received the Infonmdon from Chaint Sing Jeoimadar. The 
Subadar of Grenadiers Rationed a Sepoy behind bis Hackery, and tdd him, he might either pro- 
teft and convey it to his (the Subadar’s) Houfe, or he might leave it to be plundered by the 
Country People. The Sepoy told him to fet his Mind at rcR, for that he would convey it fafe 
to his Dwelling. At Night, after Twelve o’Clock, I made my- Report to the Capuin, who 
ordered me to go with Bukhtawur Sing, Subadar to the Sepoys, to fatis^ and explain to them, 
that he would give them their Pay when they arrived at Burramne. In the Morning we march- 
ed a fmall DiRance toward Burragong. FirR, a Sepoy pulled off his Coat, and drew his Bayonet 
on the Captain; the Subadars and Jemmadars did not interpofc or check him; the Captain faid, 
‘‘ I will pay this Sepoy and difmifs him— do you march on.” I obeyed bis Orders, and marched ; 
but the Sepoys quitted their Colours and their Guns, and alTembled at Khunkooa. The Su* 
badars and Jemmadars faid nothing (to prevent them). Seeing the Situation of Things, 1 direded 
the jemmadar Kihaul Sing to take with him Twelve Sepoys, and go to the Captain, that he 
might know how Things were. After which, Orders from the Capuin came, to return back an ^ 
join him ; I went back, and faw that the Sepoys had mutinied violently ; that they had drawn 
their Bayonets, and were threatening the Capuin ; moreover. Three of the Sepoys loaded their 
Pieces to fire at him, and they demanded Four Months Pay ; and moR of the Sepoys faid, “ Let 
him pay us all our Arrears, and he may go where he pleafes;” when the Seyoys had received 
their Pay, they faid, one and all, " We will not go to Burragong; we will go to the Begum 
at Fyzabad; if (he will retain us, we will flay; if not, we wUl carry the Gun (or Guns) » 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and Saadut Ally Kban«” The Sepoys, after this, direAed the Suba* 
dars to tell the Capuin to march ; the Captain replied. That the Two Companies and the Gun 
Rationed at Nuchlole were coming; he would march as foon as they had joined; the Sepoys faid, 
“ Let the Captain march, we (ball meet the Companies on the ^d however, the Captain 
halted till the Two Companies arrived ; he then fent Hurdeaul Sing, Commandant, to the Sepoys, 
to tell them that the People (i. e. the Two Companies) were fatigued; that they (hould halt One 
Day, that thofe People might receive their Pay alfo; and then he would march. The Sepoys 
refuted to lillen to Hurdeaul Sing. The Captain then lent for the Two Subadars, and told them 
to go and perfuade the Sepoys to make one Halt, that he might give the Two Companies their Pay. 
I'hc Sepoys were prevailed upon to halt by the Subadars, and the Capuin paid the People. 
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The next Morning tiie Ciptiin ftnt a Man to theC^cklahdar, and dire^ed him to march alfot 
He fent Word, that ne was colleAing Cattle for the B^afie, and that he would march as foon 
ts he had got themi it was afterwards heard, that the ChuMlahdar had given Twelve thoufand 
Rupees to rutteh Saw>^thc laid Rajah demanded 'twenty thoufand froRrthe ChuckUhdar, pro- 
mifing to proteft him^And it was currently reported tllrough the Country, that Saadut Ally 
Khan was the Nabob, and that the Englifh Government was overthrown. After this we marched 
^mKunkooas the Captain purchafed Grain for the Sepoys j the Waters were out from the 
heavy Rain t a^ whoever loitered behind was plundered by the Villagers. When we arrived at 
Baunfy, we were obliged to halt Six Days on account of the Rains \ after that we marched and 
arrived’at Boflttoreh, but there were many Rivets and Nullahs in the Road. 

Veend Sing, Ctnamdata^ Mi kntloing h write eitbirJPtrJlM tr Hindee^ ha) riade bis Mark. 


Num. 3. M. 

Tranflation ef the Depofition of Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, ftatiened in the Fort tf GooruckpoOrr 
.—The Deponent Jimn btfm Chief jufttec Sir Elijah Impey, 16th November 17S1. 

I had confined under my Guard, in the Fort of GooruckpOor, One hundred and Fifteen But- 
comauls. Inhabitants of Surwaur. On the 15th of Ramean, the Rajah of Oooruckpoor, the 
Zemeedars of Oulooleh, Bechouly, &c. &c. great and fmall, llkeWife all the Inhabitants of 
Gooruckpoor, with Six thoufand Matchlocks, and great Numbers of Country People, armed with 
Clubs, at Four Gurries of the Night furrounded the Fort, and made an Attack by Surprife j 
but the Sepoys on Guard at the Baftions were awake j they began to fire, and an Aftion imme- 
diately followed. Seeing that the Country People were in great Numbers, I went to each of the 
Baftions, and encouraged the Sepoys, and called them to me into the Body of the Plate, and 
formed them together. 1 left a HaVildar and Ten Sepoys at the Rung Mahul, to proteft the 
Baggage} but it was Night Timet the Country People made an Affault with Ladders, and 
entered the Fort, and both Parties fought refolutely. At this Time they placed Ladders againft 
the Inner Fort, toward the South, and entered upon the Bafiiont I feieed an advantageous Op- 
portunity (attacked) and killed Seventeen of the Enemy on the Baftion, and wounded feveral 
others. About Half after Ten at Night they made an Attack upon the Weftern Baftion : As there 
was a Straw Chopper on that Baftion, I took Shelter under it, and threw down, with all my Force, 
a Pan of the Brick Battlement on the Enemy, by which Four of them were killed v One other fell 
by a Mufquet Ball } and they retreated. A Third Time, about Three o’clock in the Morning, 
the Country People raifed a great Shout, and attacked us again: 1 was then engaged on the Inner 
Fort Baftion: Seubunfe HavUdar was polled, with Twelve Sepoys, to guard the Burgomaulsj 
they rufted upon him in a Body, and Scubunfe called out to me, with a loud Voice, that the Bur- 
gomauls had attacked him: I gave him Orders to put them all to the Sword } h( inllantly Ilruck 
off the Heads of Eighteen Burgomauls, and threw them out, and he wounded feveral others. The 
Morning now broke, and 1 entertained a Hope that the Enemy would fly, and that the People of 
the Town would certainly join me } but the Country People, the Fougedar, Btc. were all united 
with the Rajah } they lifted up their Arms, and faid, The Doway * of the Nabob Saadut Ally 
Khan, and- the Begum, has fpread through the Country } for the Rajah Cheit Sing has 
deftroyed all the Englilh, and Letters have come to the Rajahs to put the Dependants of the 
Englifli to the Sword, wherever they may be found ; And he faid, » Where will they go f the 
Country is minc} 1 am a Bhonear Rtyah, how long will they (be abk fO) oppofe me?” In 
fuch Difeourfe Two Gurries of the Morning had paflfed away. From the Esnern to the Weftern 
Gate, within the Mahul, they furrounded the Inner Fort on all Sides, and the Aftlon was renewed. 
We continued engaged for Five Pahr (Fifteen Hours) with the Enemy, without tailing either 
food or Water. At this Time, Furhaud Beg came from the Rajah Bhonear to make Propofak, 
of which he informed me by One of my People. The Havildar Superfaud faid, “ Perhaps 
“ the Rajah hat fent him to fupport us} no Matter, let him be called )” fo I fent for him, and 
he came up to the Gate of the Inner Fort, and when be fow roe, he faid to M, “ You have no 
Mailers } we Englilh are all killed, and the Colonel and Mr, Gordon are confined by the 
Begum.” I gave him infulting Language in Reply to this, and told him to tell this Story to 
the Sepoys who were with me } and he did repeat it, with a loud Voice, to the Sepoys } and faid 
to them, “ You have no Mailers } give up the Burgomauls, that they may enter into the Rajah’s 
Service, or go where they think proper,” In Reply we laid, “ The good Fortune of out* 
Mailers is on our Side, and while we have Life we will fight { and we will not give up the 
Burgomauls.” At this Junfture Selamut Khan JcminRdsr of Grenadiers, with Nine 
Sepoys, unexpeft^ly arrived in the Town from Nerownah: My Petrie from the Inner Fort faw 
that a Company had arrived near to the Cutwall’t Cbubbootre » they gave a loud Shout, and faid, 
” A Company of Grenadiers is arrived from Kunkooa»” and their Spirits were raifed} and wc 
opened theGate the Fort, and Selamut Khan joined os. The Bravery and Refolution of Selamut 
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Khan are not to be defcrlbed. When the Enemy beheld the Arrival of Selamut Khan Jemmadar, 
they turned their Faces to Flight: I purfudQ them with my People through the WeHern Gate, and 
many of the Enemy were killed and wounded, and Numbers were killed and Numbers were 
drowned in the River t^d, by the Blefllng of God, we obtained the Vidory. I returned into 
the Fort, and immediat^ fecured Ferhaud Beg and Fyz-oolla Beg, who had come to make Pro- 
pofals atout the Burgomauls } I wrote an Account of the Whole of this Affair to the Colonel, 
and to the Captain *. After a few Days, an Order came from the Colonel to Munnowur Khan, 
directing, that if the Rajah Muftapha Khan had been put to Death, well) if not, ftrike off his 
Head. Munnowur Khan (hewed me the Order. 1 faid, The Order is not written to me j I 
will write to the Colonel on tbeSubjed. ** And it was underdood from the Country People, that 
the Captain was marching towards Banaris, (but) that the Grenadier Sepoys had mutinied, and 
demanded their Pay \ that the Captain gave them Three Months Pay, and projpofed to them to 
march with him to Banaris : The Sepoys all anfwered, that they would go to Bungulla, and deliver up 
their Arms at the Gate of the Begum ; in confequence of which, the Captain was obliged to give 
up his Intentions of going to Banaris, and return to Gooruckpoor; and he gave Orders, that the 
Head of Mudapha Khan (hould beftruck offt and he was beheaded accordingly} and a Pro- 
clamation was made through the Town, that thofe who were guilty of fuch Crimes would meet 
with the fame Ponifhment. The Captain baited for fome Days, and brought up Grain for the 
Sepoys. At this Time, the Brother of Soobaun Sing, Pulwaun Sing, with a thoufand Match- 
locks, and others, Country People, was at Gooruckpoor } and they raifed an Outcry, and faid 
that the Englilh ihould not remain in the Town, and they prepared for A&ion } fo the Captain 
croffed the Raubty. A Bullock Man belonging to the Artillery, who returned into the Town to 
buy Fodder, they put to Death. Marching from thence, in Four Days the Captain arrived at 
Baunfy. The Ranny of Baunfy came to fee him, but her Son prepared for Hollilities t he faid, 
** They have (truck off the Head of our Rajah at Gooruckpoor, and I will be revenged.*' We 
marched from thence } and the Rajah of Bulrampoor, with hit People, had thrown up an In> 
trenchment acrofs the Road } and he faid, “ It is the Begum's Orders, that you (hall not march by 
this Road.” With the greateft Hazard and Caution we marched fVom thence, and arrived at 
Koonda, and the Country People retired into the Fort. 

This is a true Account which I have fet forth. 

Ahlaud Sing. 


Num. 3. N. 

Tranflation ef tbe Depofition ef Denoo Sing, Subadar.— Ti&r Deponent /went hefert Chief Jufticc 

Sir Elijah Impey, November a6th 1781. 

On the 16th of Ramzan, an Order came to me from the Commander of the Battalion, that a 
Jemmadar and Sepoys belonging to the Company of Dut Sing were coming to me; that 1 (hould 
deliver over to him the Fort and the Gun, and the Burgomauls, and that f myfelf (hould march 
and join Mr. Gordon at Taundeh, On the 13th the faid Jemmadar and Srooys joined me at 
Dummooreah Gunge I and, being relieved on the fame Day, on the 14th of the faid Month I 
marched towards Taundeh. The Zemeedars and Villagers furrounded us all the Way from Dum- 
mooreah Gunge to Ruddouly, and'they faid, ** The Government of the Colonel it at an End}'' but 
they had not the Refolution to attack us. They alfo faid, “ The Rajah Cheit Sing has cut off the 
Englilh Forces at Banaris } deliver up your Baggage, it is the Order of the Begum." In this 
Situation I replied, “ The Bamage belongs to us, and we have Ammunition to defend it } if any 
one choofes to attack it, let him come.” We lay tbe whole Night on our Arms at Ruddouly. 
We marched the next Morning, and arrived at Buftyj but got no Intelligence of Mr. Gordon to 
enable us to join him. Ghuffoor Beg, Subadar of the Narob’s Artillery, told me that Bauboo 
Dhun Sing, with a thoufand Matchlocks, had taken Poll in the Jungle of Bufty, and that he had 
moreover funk all the Boats on the River. I halted Six Hours at Bufty, fearching after Boats; at 
laft I procured a very fmall one, and when I was about to crofs, the Subadar Bqy Sing arrived, after 
a March of Twenty Cofs, in which March a Sepoy and Three Horfes were killed, and Four 
Sepoys wounded. Bejy Sing defired I would flop for Two or Three Gurry, till his People had ate 
their Vifliials, for they had marched Twenty Cofs. At the Time that ^jy Sing’s Sepoys had 
untied their Commurbunds [laid afide their Arms], the Country People, with Bauboo Dhun Sing, 
came and furrounded us in the Villan of Bufty j in confequence of which, 1 refolved to feizc upon 
the Fort of Bufty, and take Poft there. The Subadar of the Artillery before mentioned, and 
others of the People, fud, Accounts have arrived from the Begum that all tbe EpgIilh are cut 
off: Why will you (cize upon the Fort and uke poflellton of it I defired the faid Subadar to 
join and fupport mej he replied, “ Whoever is ap^inted Aumil of tbe Pergunnah I will join him, 
( will not go with you.” At this Time a Man arrived, and brought News, that Mr. Gordon 
was at Sunjur Ghaut, in the Pergunnah of Ruddouly; fo i marched to Meer Gunge, intending to 

S o from thcncc to the faid Ghaut, and 1 (ent a Sepoy, naked, to obuin Intelligence of Mr. Gor- 
on. The faid Sepoy returned, and brought Word that Mr. Gordon and the Subadars and Jem- 
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niadars were imprifoned at Taundch by Orders from the Begum •, that many of the Sepoys had 
deferred, and fcveral had been killed ; When I heard this News, and that the Ghauts on the River 
were fcut, and that the Rajahs, with Six thoufand Matchlolks, had I'urrounded Ahlaud Sing in the 
Fort of Gooruckpoor, with an Intention to fet the Burgomauls at Liberty i I determined to march 
to Gooruckpoor: On the Road, News arrived that through the good Fortijije of our Matters, all 
the Country People had been put to Flight, and that AhlXud Sing had obtained the Viittory j in 
confequence of which I went to Mukhur, and there I faw that all th^Pergunnah Aumils of that 
Country had taken Iheltet in the Monument of Kubbeer Dausi from them 1 learned, that it was 
the Begum’s Orders to cut off all thofe who were conneAed with the Englilh in Surwar, where- 
ever they might be found. I alfo heard that the Rajah Cheit Sing had dettroyed all the Englilh 
Troops, and that Three of the Englilh had been killed j it was alio reported, that the Authority 
of the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan and the Begum was eftablilhed throughout all the Country. 1 
marched from Mukhur, and arrived at the Fort of Gooruckpoor. After this a Letter came from 
Bauboo Ajeet Sing to Ahlaud Sirtg, to this Pur^rt, Deliver over the Burgomauls to me, .md 
I wilLcaufe you to be conduced wherever you think proper to go j or (if you think proper) enter 
into my Service, for you have no Matter i why will you give yourfelves up to Deftrudion We 
and Ahlaud Sing fent a verbal Anfwer, That the Fortune of our Matters was on our Side j if he 
thought proper he might come that while we had Life we would not give up the Burgomauls, 
but that we would put them all to the Sword. We wrote an Account of thefe Things to the Co- 
lonel, and received the following Anfwer, that we Ihould maintain our Pott in the Fort, and that 
we (hould march toward him with the Captain (when he arrived). Ic was now known that the 
Captain intended to march to Banaris by the Road of Nuddi Kaunoon ; but that the Grenadiers 
had mutinied, and obliged him to return. It was alfo heard chatFuttch Saw, and Genoo Roy, 
and Rajah Ajeet Mull, «c. had rcfolvcd to attack the Captain, becaufc Letters had come from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing to all the Zcmcedars, to this Purport, “ Wherever there are Dependants of 
the Englilh, kill and drive them out,” It was moreover reported, that when the Captain marched 
to Kunkooa, on his Way to Banaris, the Grenadiers made a Ditturbance, and demanded their Pay : 
That he gave Three Months Pay tb the Sepoys, to prevail upon them to march with him to Ba- 
naris, but that thofe Cowards would not content s they faid, “ We will not go to Banaris : We are 
the Servants of the Begum and Saadut Aliy Khan we will deliver up our Guns and our Arms at 
the Gate of the Begom.” — Without Remedy, the Captain was obliged, by the Difobedience of his 
Troops, to march to Gooruckpoor, where wc joined him j moreover Pulwaun Sing, the Brother 
of the Rajah Soobaun Sing, came with a thoufand Matchlocks, and he and the Inhabitants of 
Gooruckpoor raifed a Clamour, demanding that the Captain Ihould march from thence, and they 
killed the Brother of the Chowdry of the Bullock Men, who went into the Town to buy Fodder. 
At this Time Half the Troops had crofled the Raubiy, when the foregoing Accident happened } 
the Captain marched by the Way of Baunfy. After our Arrival at Baunfy it rained Six Days 
without Intermilfion. The Ranny of Baunfy came to fee the Captain, but her Son ttood prepared 
for Hoftiliries. After Six Days, we marched from thence to Purtaul Buckra, from tlience to 
Dummoorea Gunge; marching from thence, we halted at Chunderdeep for Two Days; when 
we marched from thence the Captain went on in Front ; Hurdeaul, Commandant, was in the Rear-, 
a Skirmilh enfued between him and the Country People-, Two of them were taken Prifoners, and 
One was killed by a Mulket Shot. We marched from that Place to the Nullah of Attroleh, 
Three Cofs to the Wettward ; wc marched from Attroleh, and were oppofed, near Bulrampoor, 
by about Two thoufand Country People ; but when the Battalion and Gun were drawn up troiu- 
ing them, they gave way and fled; the Road cleared, we marched, and encamped at the NuJdy 
Koaubeh-, we continued there One Night, and marched to Gonedch. When wc arrived at Go- 
nedeh, the Country People quitted our Rear. This is a true Account which is written. 

Denoo Sing. 
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Tranllation of the Depoficion «/Ram Sing, Jemmadar.— Tihe Deponent /worn hefort Chief Jutticc 

Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th 1781. 

The Rajah Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, united themfelves .nil Three to- 
gether, and bound themfelves by Oath ; and thefe were the improper Refulutions which they had 
agreed tO; that they would crofs the River Gograb, and ettablitti their own Authority there, for 
Letters had arrived from the Rajah Cheit Sing at Banaris, in which be faid, “ All the Englilh are 
cut off; the Government of the Englilh is overturned ; I have taken PottelEon of the Country ; 
do you, the Zemeedars, ettablitti your Authority alfo in thofe Diftrifts.” — It was likewife publicly 
reported, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had fent Fifteen thoufand Rupees in Specie to the faid Zemee- 
dars, to raife Men, and kill and drive out the Dependants of the Englilh wherever they might be. 
It was alfo reported that Colonel Hannav and Captain Williams were in Confinement ; the Rajah 
Futteh Saw came to inform himfelf of this ; but not obtaining any certain Intelligence, returned, 
and determined to go to Kunkooa, to cot off the People and plunder the Place. At this Time 
the Captain returned from Lucknow, and arrived at Kunkooa. I alfo arrived at Kunkooa agree- 
ably to Orders. In the Eveliing he informed all the Subadars and Jemmadars and Sepoys, that 
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they were to march towards Banaris the next Day. In confequcnce of which the Sepoys went to 
the Subadars and faid, that they had no Money. The Subadars replied, their Pay was in th» 
Sirkar, if they could get it they might take it. Early the next Morning we marched, the Com. 
panics faced to the Right. Four or nve of the foremoft Grenadiers ftept out, furrounded the 
Captain, and faid, “ Give us our Pay and we will go with you v” the Captain replied, “ You are 
only l our or Fivc^n, take (your I^y) and I will pay the Battalion when we arrive at Burra- 
gong,” which is only Eight Cofs from Kunkooa. The Battalion had gone on about a Cofs. Oii 
hearing the above, Numbers of Sepoys returned, and loaded their Pieces, and fixed their Bayonets 
and pointed them at the Captain in confequence of which, he recalled the whole jattalion, and 
told them to take their Pay and march with him to Banaris i to whicli they all agreed j but when 
the Captain had given them Three Months Pay, the Men who were the Mutineers raifed a Cla. 
mour, (and faid) ” we will take our Arms and the Gun to the Chuckladar, and receive our Pay 
from him, for the Chuckladar is a Servant of the Begum’s, and we alfo are the Begum’s Ser. 
vants, and Saadut Ally’s.” The Captain faid to the Commandant and the Subadars, " I have paid 
them all, what then is the Caufc of this improper Behaviour ?” but what he faid had no Effeft upon 
them ; however much he urged them to march to Banaris, they ftill refufed, and only Uid 
that they would go to Bungulla, and attend the Begum and Saadut Ally Khaoi and that if the 
Captain attempted to cfcapc, they would put a Guard over him, and deliver him up there. With* 
out Remedy, the Captain marched this Way. That which was true has been written. 

Ram ^ng. 


Num. 3. P. 

Tranflation of the Dcpofition of Hurdeal Sing, Commandant.— YiSf Deponent /worn hefm Chief 
Jufticc Sir Elijah impey, November a6th 1781. 

The Servant Hurdeal Sing, Commandant of Major Macdonald’s Battalion, gives the following 
Account. I was ftationcd in the Pergunnah of Bedpoor, in the Diftriff of Narrain Buttool, with 
I wo Companies of Sepoys of Captain Williams’s Battalion, Three hundred and Fifty Ncjeeb and 
Sehbundy Men, and One Gun, and a(ftcd in the Bufineis of the Sirlcar agreeably to my Orders. 
From the 15th of Ramzan I received fcveral Letters from Mahommed Shufiee Khan, the 
Chuckladar, and from the Captain, who were then at Kunkooa, to march fpeedily with my 
Force and join them, for that the Power of the turbulent Country People and Rajahs was be- 
Mme exccfllve. At this Time I collefled together the People who were Rationed at different 
Places ; and on the 19th or the faid Month, notwithdanding the Waters were very much out in 
^e Road, I marched toward Kunkooa. When I arrived at Ram Kolab, which is about Fifteen 
Cofs from my Situation, I heard, from the general Reports of the People, that the Rajahs Ajeet 
Mull, and hutteeh Saw, and Genoo Roy, who had been expelled from their Zemeedaries, and 
refitted with the Rajah Chcit Sing in the Country of Banaris, had all Three, by Orders from 
^ ^'"8’ •Tiarched from thence, and crofTcd the Goorah, and taken 

PofTcnion of their Lands j and that the Rajah Chcit Sing had alTiftcd the faid Rajahs with Five and 
twenty thoufand Rupees to drive out the Englifti, [diredfing] that they fhould drive them and all 
meir Dependants out of their Diftridls. When I came to the next Stage, I heard that the 
Grenadiers, who were with Captain Williams at Kunkooa, had mutinied, and confined the Cap- 
tain, and cruelly beat his Moonfhy 5 that they had got their Pay, and intended to go off to the 
Vizecr } and that no one attended to the Orders of the Captain. As the Companies with me 
had been informed of thefe Circumftances, I foothed and perfuaded them not to think of afting 
in fuch a Manner-, that Pay was never withheld or loft in the Englilh Service} that they would 
t)aum of that which was due to them \ but that it would be improper for them, at 
diac Time, to adl as others had done. The Sepoys aflented to what I had faid, and, notwith- 
ftanding the Oppofition of the Country People on the Road, we arrived in Safety, and with the 
createft Expedition, at Kunkooa, and attended the Captain and the Chuckladar, and I then 
law with my own Eyes what I had before heard on the Road. The Captain faid. when 
I went to him, “You have without Doubt heard how Things are here } what are the Inten- 
tions 01 the People with you ?” 1 faid in Reply, that the People along with me, both the Sc- 
pys, the Nujjccb, and the Sehbundy Men, had no other Intentions but thofe of obeying his Or- 
ders 5 and that he might, at all Events, make himfcif eafy as to thofe Men. The Captain then 
laid, “ It was my Intention to have taken the Grenadier Companies, and the Two Guns, and to 
have marched to BanwjSi and joined the Governor, by the Way of the Noddy Kaunoon and 
w have chaftifed the Three Rajahs, with whom we (hould have fallen in on the Road but the 
Grenadiers would not confcnt to this } do you inquire of them what their Intentions arc.” Agree- 
ably to the Orders of the Captain, I went at Night to the Line to the Subadars and Icmmadars 
and Sepoy Grenadiers, and alked what they wilhed for and intended. I'he Sepoys all replied, 
the Captain refolves to march to the Eaftward, not one of us will go with him : moreover, 
we will march early To-morrow Morning to the Weft ward, to the Vizecr j whoever chufes to go 
riiat Way may accompany os.” The Two Grenadier Subadars then told me to go to my Tent, 
tor that there Matters the Two Companies had already latkod upon with the Captain. I again 
endeavoured to prevail upqn the Sepoys and Subadars, and toW them to continue, and fet their 
^ Minds 
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NJinds at Reft •, that I would go and fpeak to the Captain ; that, if he approved of it, he would 
take them with him, and march to the Weftward i that at all livents, it would be iiatcr to ol cy 
him. At laft I foothed and appeafed them, and w«%t to the Captain and told him what had 
paired. After this, the Captain ordered me to go to Mahommed Shuffec Khan the Chuckladar, 
and tell him to prepare to march. I went to the Chuckladar, and ^veied the Mellagc-, m 
anlwer, the Chut.kladar» who had fent a Perfon named Munlhan Ram, on his Part, to t!te 
Rajahs Aject Mull, Putteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, before mentioned, on a private Burinel's made 
the Want of Cattle for his Baggage an Excufej and defired that we would halt Pwo or Three 
Pays longer, and that he would then colleft Bcafts of Burden, and march. The f.iid C'huckla- 
dar told me the next Day, and told the Captain alfo, that a Man of his was returned, and had 
brought Information, that Four Companies of Sepoys and Four Guns were come from the Ra- 
jah Cheit Sing, to the Aftlftanre of the Rajahs Ajcct Mull, F'uttch Saw, and Genoo Roy ; and 
moreover, that they would crofs the Gogr'ah and join them them that Day. At len!;i!i. Two 
Days after my Arrival, our whole Force marched toward (.ooruckpoor} and, notwit)illandin.r 
the Rajahs and the Country People moleftcd us on all Sides on the March, and the Warcit 
and Nullahs were out, yet in Six Days we arrived in Safety at Gooruckpoor. — There 1 heard from 
the People, that Orders from the ^gum had arrived to all the Rajahs of Pcrgunnalis, not to 
permit any Englilh Gentlemen, or any of their Dependants, topal’s in Safety througli their feparatc 
Diftrifts i and that they had furrounded Ahlaud Sing, Sobadar, who was ftationed with a few Se- 
poys in the Fort of Gooruckpoor; but that, through the good Fortune of our Mailers, the 
Enemy was repulfed, and obliged to retire; that no Englifh Letters, or others, or Hircarrahs, 
were permitted to pals ; and that, if the Country People difcovered any Englifh Letters or others 
in the Hands of Hircarrahs, they fcourged them with the greaceft Severity. In conlcquence of 
thefc (Accounts^ the Captain fent for me, and faid, “ The People have raifed great Dillurb- 
ances in the Country ; beyond this no Grain will arrive, therefore we mull buy Grain here, and 
carry it with us.” In the Space of Eight Days Grain was procured for the March, and Bul- 
locks got together, and in Four Days, notwithftanding the heavy Rains, we crofted the Kaub* 
ty, and marched towards Sukroreh : pronri ^hc Day that wc arrived at Baunfy, for Six Days, fucli 
heavy Rains fell, both Day and Night, that no one had the Power to ftir from his Place. With- 
out Remedy, we halted during that Time, and on the iirft Day chat the Rain fubfidcd wc 
marched, and in Two Days arrived at Dummoorea Gunge. Ac that Place there was a Nul- 
lah in the Road, which was overflowed by the Rains and ftopt our Progrefs ; and wc were at laft 
obliged to halt there One Day to make a Bridge, over which the Troops were paft'ed. While 
wc were crofting, the Country People fhowed thcmfcives, but were repulfed and obliged to retreat. 
Wc proceeded from thence the next Day, and March after March to Bulrampnor. As the 
River Kuwannah crofted our Way at that Place, we were obliged to halt there for One Day at 
laft we pafied that River in Safety, and by repeated Marches arrived at Sukroreh. This Account, 
knowing it proper, is written according to the Truth. 

Hurdeaul Sing, 

fealed with his Seal. 


NuM. J. Q;_ 

Tranllation of tbt Depoiition ^Bejy Sing, Subadar.— TF; Deponent Jworn btfore Ciiief Juftice Sir 

Elijah Impey, November a6th 1781. 

On the 13th of Ramzan I received Orders from Mr. Williams to join Mr. Gordon at 
Taundeh, and to deliver over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg. Agreeably to Or- 
ders I delivered over the Gun and the Burgomauls fo Kauipdar Beg, and fet out. When I 
arrived at Naurood the Hooly Reiotcings had commenced ; and the Country People gathered 
together on all Sides, and furrounded me. Making an Effort, I pufhed on from thence about a 
Cofs I but the Enemy were now increafed to a promgious Number. Till Nine o’Clock at Night 
they continued to infult us ; and when the Moon got up they began to Are with Matchlocks ; and 
they faid, “ You have ftruck off the Head of the Rajah Juggut Sing ; where will you go ? — we 
will ftrike off your Heads in Return. It is the Orders orthe Begum, that whoever ftrikes 
off and brings in the Head of an Englilhman, (hall receive a Reward of a Thoufand Ru- 
pees ; and for the Head of a Subadar or Jemmadar a Hundred Rupees ; and for every Se- 
poy’s Head ftruck off and brought, that a Reward of Ten Rupees flial) be given," — The At- 
tack continued through the Night ; One Sepoy was killed, and Seven Men and Three llorfcs 
wounded, of my Party. The Country People faid, “ Give up your Baggage, and Arms, and 
Coats, and go naked where you pleafe But I ftood firm, and wc fou^t with them, and 
marched on, Night by Night, to Baunfy, where we were quitted by the Enemy. Having 
joined Dhoon Sing Subadar at Baunfy, wf marched from thence with him. I'his which is re- 
lated is true. 

Bcjy Sine, 

and feared with his Seal. 
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Tranflation of the Dcpofition of Merun^oonfliy to Mr. Gordon.— Deportent fimn htfm 
Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, November i6th 1781. 

I Merun, &c. conficlering God and the Prophet of God as prefent, do fwear upon the facred 
Koraun to the following Fafts which I give in Writing That on the 7th of the Month of 
September, Mr. Gordon, with Four Companies of Sepoys, and a hundred Horfe of the Ruf- 
iauleh of Ruzza Beg Khan, did march from the Ghaut Jehoora for Taundeh ; and at that 
Time, from our fetting out till our Arrival at Taundeh, Thoufands of Country People ailembled 
together, and attempted to cut off the Troops and the Baggage •, fo that there was a continued 
Aflion, both with Swords and Mufketry, all the Way. — But as the Order of March was well 
regulated, and the Sepoys were not deficient in Firmnefs and Refolution, many of the Enemy 
■were killed •, and on this Side, not a Angle Article of the Property of any one was plundered j 
Mr. Gordon conducing them all, together with the whole or the Baggage, in perfeft Safety 
to the Nullah of Tcerah, which runs beneath Taundeh. On our Arrival there he intended 
to crofs the Nullah, and encamp at Taundeh ^ and he gave DireAions for the Troops to 
pafs over. When they were about to crofs, (it appeared that) all the Boats were on the 
oppofitc Side of the Nullah •, and the People of the Taundeh Fougedar, whofe Name isShum- 
Ihecr Khan, Hood Guard over the Boats, and faid, “ It is the Orders of the Fougedar, that 
the Boats lhall not pafs over to that Side.”— When Mr. Gordon heard of this, he wrote a 
Letter to the Fougedar, and fent it by a Hircarrah. The Contents of the Letter were : I 
am a Servant of the Nabob, and am going to join the Army by his Orders t where is the 
Propriety of (hutting up the Ghaut, and refufing to permit People to pafs P’— The faid Hir- 
carrah took the Letter, and went to the Ghaut, and endeavoured to get over, buttheFouge- 
dar’s People would not allow him to crofs.— When I faw that they would not permit the 
Hircarrah to pafs over, I save Mr. Gordon’s Letter to a Servant of the Fougedar’s, who had 
(warn over to our Side of the Nullah to fee one of his Friends; and I told him to convey it, 
by fome Means or other, to the Fougedar. He put the Letter in his Turban, and fwam back 
acrofs the Nullah, and delivered it to the Fougedar, who read the Contents, but returned no 
Sort of Anfwer. At the Time when the Letter arrived, Mirza Ruzza Beg Khan, RulTaulchdar, 
who by chance had arrived alone on fome Bufinefs, and had crofied over before this Affair, was 
fitting by Shumflieer Khan, and is an Evidence that the Letter arrived. The faid Mirza de- 
clared to me, and confirmed it by Oaths, that the Letter came to the Fougedar when he was 
prefent; and that, although he endeavoured to perfuade him, it was to no Purpofe. At laft 
he fent for Three Guns, and fome Tomuns of Matchlock-Men, who were ftationed at Taundeh; 
and he pointed the Guns acrofs the Nullah at the Troops, and ftationed the Men at the Ghaut, 
and ordered them not to permit a Angle Perfon to crofs. In confequenoe thereof the Fougedar’s 
People flood at the Ghaut, and ufed infulting Language ; and faid, that if any one attempted to 
crofs the River, they would fire upon him. When Mr. Gordon faw this, that no Anfwer to his 
Letter had come from the Fougedar, and that his People were inclined to Hoftilities, he direded 
me to go and explain Things to Shumfheer Khan, and perfuade him to defift from fuch impro- 
per Condufl. According to the Orders 1 had received, 1 went to the Ghaut, and demanded a 
Boat, and faid that I was fent by Mr. Gordon to the Fougedar on Bufinefs, and defired that they 
would allow me to crofs over alone ; but they would not liften to me, or fend a Boat to carry me 
over. Without Remedy, I returned to Mr. Gordon, and informed him of the Behaviour of the 
People at the Ghaut. He faid, “ If they will not give you a Boat, it is no Matter ; mount an 
Elephant, and fwim him over.”— I obeyed, and mounted an Elephant, and went and endeavour- 
ed to pulh the Elephant into the Nullah. The Fougedar’s People at once levelled their Pieces 
at me, and faid, “ Beware— if you drive the Elephant into the Nullah, we will fire upon you, 
and kill you.” Per Force I returned to Mr. Gordon : It was now almoft Sunfet. When the 
Country People faw this Affair, that the Fougedar of Taundeh was our Enemy alfo; that he 
had fhut up the Ghaut, and would not permit us to pafs, they charged us on all Sides. Our 
Sepoys feeing Thoufands of the Country People affembled on one Side, the Ghaut fhut up, and 
Shumfheer Khan difpofed to Hoftilities on the other; and being alfo much exhaufted by the Skir- 
mifhing and Labour on the March, gave up their Refolution and Firmnefs at once ; and throwing 
afide their Arms and their Coats, difpofed themfelves to Flight ; and notwithftanding Mr. Gordon 
ufed every Means of Perfuafion, both to the Sepoys and the Officers, no one either heard or 
obeyed him, until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten Men and the Baggage ; all the reft were 
tied. At this Time Cally Perfhaud, a Bengaly of Mr. Scott’s, who was ftationed at the Kooty, 
by a thoufand Intreaties and Supplications, obtained an Order to fend One Boat from the 
Fougedar, and fent it over. Mr. Gordon then faw that none of his People had remained with 
him ; that continuing there alone was to no Purpofe, and therefore was obliged to crofs over. All 
his Baggage, and the Baggage of his Servants and Followers, was plundered ; that which they 
carried over with them when they crofied, and delivered into the Hands of the Fougedar’s 
People, who promifed to protefl it, was afterwards taken by them, and never returned. Some 
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nays after, fome Fifelocks were produced from the Hwfe of the Fou£?edar j arid many of the 
People’s Effefts wete feen there i boe the Fougedar’s Mm did not deliver them up. In ihort, 
this IS the Sobilance of the Affair which happened at Taondeh j and 1 have wrote this Account 
..non Oath, that whoever reads it may know it to be true. Written witlwniy own f-land. 

Moonlhy Merun. 

Num. 3. S. 

Tranflaiion e/ the Depofitions of Mccr Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion cf Captain 
Williams, tnd Doond Sing, Subadar.— •fir Deponents hefere Chief Juilice Sir hlijah 
Impcy, November 26th 1781. 

We, Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Captain Williams, and Doond Sing, 
Subadar of Grenadiers in the Battalion of Major Macdonald, do fwcar (one) upon the faertd 
koraiin, and (the other) by the Ganges, &c. to the (Truth of the) following Depofition, 
which we give in Writing: That on the 7th of the Month of September, Mr. Gordon, with Four 
Companies of Sepoys, and a hundred Horfe of the Ruffauleh of Ruzza Beg Khan, did march 
from the Ghaut of jehoorah toward Taundeh, and we (the Deponents) were along with him. 
From our letting out, till our Arrival at Taundeh, Thoufands of Country People furrounded us 
on every Side, with Intention to cut off the Troops and the Baggage i fo that we were continu- 
ally engaged both with Swords and Sm^ll Arras the whole Wayi but as the Order of March was 
well regulated, the Enemy could not fuccecd in their Attempts upon the Army. After Ikir- 
midiing throughout the whole March, by which feveral of the Enemy were killed, we arrived in 
Safety, about Two o’Clock in the Afternoon, on the Bank of the Nullah of Tcerah, which runs 
beneath Taundeh 5 after our Arrival there, Mr, Gordon wanted to crofs the Nullah, and halt in 
Taundeh. and he gave us Orders to crofs the Nullah. We attempted to pafs over, but the Fou. 
gedar of Taundeh, by Name Shumiheer Khan, hearing that Mr. Gordon was about to crofs 
the Nullah, prepared Three Guns, and Three or Four Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were 
ftaiioned with him, and polled them at the Ghaut, and they pointed the Guns toward the Troops 
cf Mr. Gordon •, and the Fougedar gave Orders not to permit a fingle Man belonging to that 
Gentleman to crofs. Although Mr. Gordon wrote a Letter to the faid Fougedar, it made no Sort 
of ImpreQion upon him. At laft the Evening came. It happened that Ruzza Beg Khan had 
arrived alone on fome BuGnefs, before this Affair, and crofftd over to Taundeh. The Cavalry 
belonging to the faid Ruffaulchdar, before any one elfe, fwam their Horfes acrofs the River, and 
fled. “The Sepoys feeing Thoufands of Country People advancing, on one Side j the Ghaut 
Ihut up by the Fougedar Shumflicer Khan, who would allow no one to pafs, on the other-, and 
that the Cavalry who accompanied them were difperfed and gone, gave up at once their Stead i- 
nel'sand Refolution, and taking off their Coats, ahd throwing down their Arms, turned them- 
lelves to Flight, until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten or Eleven Men, for all the rcll had 
fled. At this Time Cally PerGiaud, Mr. Scott’s Bengally, who refidcd at the Kooty in Taundeh, 
by a thoufand Supplications and Entreaties, obtained an Order from the Fougedar for One Boat, 
which he fent over. Mr. Gordon was then alone on the Bank j he was forced to crofs j and all 
the Baggage belonging to him and his Followers wis plundered. 

Meer Ahmud Ally, and Doond Sing. 


Num. j. T. 

'IranflaiioQ cf the fplcmn Declaration of the Ranny Golaub Kooer, made on the iitb Day of 
November 1781, before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah Impey. 

On the ay th of Shabaun, Sunday, the Chiefs who came to Ramnagur from Lutteefgur, ap- 
pointed by Rajah Cheit Sing, were Mocundy and Ram Bukfti, Bhemun Sing, and Cullian 
Sing, and Haul Kilhen Huzzarry, and Sirdar Sing, a Follower of Kamjewun, and Ram Sheweh, 
a Follower of Ajayb Sing, and Dildar HoofTein Khan, and Nuzzur AGiriff, with their own Parties. 
On the next Morning, which was Monday the a 8th of Shabaun, the above-named Chiefs had 
an Engagement at Ramnagur, with the Companies which came from the Fort of Chunar •, at 
Two Pahr and a Half of the Day, (I paft One P. M.) tbofe Companies were defeated, and 
the Intelligence was immediately fent to Lutteefgur % and at One Pahr of the Night, (Nine 
o’clock) Bauboo Soojaun Sing having left Lutteefgur, with Gholaum Hooffein Khan, and Fyz« 
Oolla Khan, arrived that fame Night at Ramnagur, when Two Gurries of it remained. 

Tuefday the whole Day he was employed in Preparations, and in Rationing the above-men- 
tioned Chiefs, and in loading Bamboo Ladders on the Boats, and Guns upon the Pinnace. And 
he gave Orders to the Chiefs and the Troops, that at Twelve at Night, on Wednefday, they 
Ihould crofs and attack the Governor General, and the other Englilh Gentlemen who refided in 
Mehadew Daus’s Garden. All the Inhabitants of Ramnsgur, as well as I, faw and heard thefe 
Particulars. 

(The Ranny’s Signature.) 
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With refpcft to Cheit Sing’s havinc, from of old, an improper Correfpondence with the 
Begums at Lucknow, and the Rajah^f Bheraich and Gooruckpoor, the Declarauon of the 
above Kanny is as follows: 

Since Two Years, ^ account of the Enmity of Cheit Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur, and 
refided in another Dwellings and Cheit Sing had always a£led towards me with.fuch Enmity and 
Oppofition as cannot be deferibed *, bow, therefore, Ibould he have acquainted me with his 
Correfpondcnces P—but I have heard from Report, that he had in many Places improper Cor> 
refpondences. However, it is very plain that he had Enmity towards the Governor General ; 
becaufe, whenever he learned any thing to the Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letters of 
his Vakeels, or the Reports of iil-defigniDg Perfons, he ufed to rejoice: — This is known to all 
the Inhabitants of Ramnagur. Accordingly, when the Governor General was lately coming 
from Calcutta towards this Quarter, the Rajah and his Companions ufed to fay, “ the Gover- 
nor has been difplaced, and it making his Efcape to Hindoftan.” Befides, from the Rajah’s 
going to Buxar to meet him with the greateft Preparations his Intention plainly appears. 

Ranny Golaub Kooer. 


Nom. 3. Ui 

Tranflation of the Depofition of Gudgerauge Sing.— Deponent fworn before Chief Juftice 

Sir Elijah Itnpcy, November 12th 1781. 

I Gudgerauge Sing, the ancient Kclladar of Ramnagur from the Time of the deceafed Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, do declare and give in Writing without Referve (confidering God to be prefenc 
and a Wicnefs) all that I have done, feen, or heard, to the following EfTc^ : 

On the Day that the Engagement happened between the Forces which' came from Chunar and 
the Troops of Rajah Cheit Sing, I was in Readinefs in the Fort of Ramnagur, with the Bur- 
kandazes with their Matches lighted. When the Chunar Army had been dereated, a Budgerow 
from the Weftward came near the Ghaut of Buxey Suddanund. Having obferved it from the 
Fort, 1 went out by the Wicket Gate, which is to the Southward, with Seven or Eight Burkan- 
dazes*, the Rowers, and other People belonging to the Budgerow, on feeing this, leaped into 
the Water, and the Gentleman was killed by the Stroke of a Sword from the Men who accom- 
panied me. About this Time I received Intelligence that the Rajah’s Cavalry, who oppofed the 
Chunar Army, had fled •, upon this I was greatly confufed, and was delirous of carrying tlie 
Budgerow under the Fort, but the People of Buxey Suddanund took pofTeirion of the Budgerow, 
and declared that they would keep it, as it had come to their Ghaut. Two Burkandazes brought 
from the Budgerow Two Mufkets and fome Cloths, and One of my People took One Mufkee, 
whilft the Burkandazes took more Cloth and Arms. From thence I went to my Charge in the 
Fort. 

My further Depofition is at follows : 

On the Night of the fame Day that the Army from Chunar was defeated, about Two Ghurries 
of the Night remaining, Bauboo Soojaun Sing arrived from Lutteefgur at Ramnagur. I heard 
from feveral Perfons, that the faid Bauboo had given Orders to his Troops and Chiefs, to make 
a Night Attack on the Governor General and the other Gentlemen who were in Mahadew Dafs’s 
Garden. Accordingly, he employed his Troops in bringing Bamboo Ladders, and loading them 
on Boats, and every one was preparing for the Attack. 

I fwear, that whatever is written in this Paper is true. 

Gudgerauge Sing. 


FOURTHPARCEL. 

Num. 4. A. 

Affidavit of Captain Davy. 

Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, &c. &c. makethOath, and faith, That he under- 
ftands the Language fpoken by the Deponent, Hindoo Sing *, and that he faithfully and truly ex- 
plained to the faid Depnent the Contents of the annexed Affidavit, in the Hindoftan Language, 
being the Language of the faid Hindoo Sing, before he the faid Hindoo Sing had fworn the 
fame. 

Sworn before me, this 12th Day of William Davy. 

December 1781. 

E. Impey. 


Num. 4. B. 

Affidavit of Hindoo Sing, Adjutant at Buxar. 

The Depofition of Hindoo Sing, Adjutant at Buxar, fays. That the People under the Govern- 
ment of Cheit Sing gave many Proofs of DifafFeftion to the Englifh— That about Two Months 

7 before 
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before the Arrival of the Governor General at Buxar. Two Sepoys belonging to the Fort of 
Cuxar obtained Leave of Abfence, and did not retu^— That Soojaun Sing, the Brother of the 
Kjjah Cheit Sing, took them into his Service, and made one of them a Havildar, and the other 
a Naick— That he received undoubted Information, tiJhich was afterwarsiw^eonlirnied by Dcl'ertions 
from the Garrifon, that Soojaun Sing tutored the Two Deferters to entice away the F.nglifli 
Sepoys from Buxar, promifing to make them Havildars and Officers if they would enter into his 
Service j in confeouence of which, Seven Sepoys deferred, and entered into the Service of the faid 
Soojaun Singj and that many more would have followed, but that proper Meafurcs were taken to 
prevent them. The Deponent alfo fays, That long before this, when Sir Eyre Coote was on his 
Way to Lucknow, Three Sepoys were font to purchafe Grain at Balleah, in the Country of the 
Rajah j that they applied to the Fougedar of the Place for his Affiftance in purchafing tlie Grain 
which he not only refufed, but he caufed them to be beaten almoft to Death -, that their Tur- 
bans and Bayonets were taken away j and that no Satisfaftion could ever be obtained for this In- 
jufticc and Infult to the Englilh Government, nor was the Fougedar called to Account for his Con- 
duft. The Deponent further fays. That when the Rajah came to Buxar to meet the Governor 
General, he had with him a Fleet of Boats, in Number Eighty or Eighty-five, on which were 
embarked, according to the Information which he obtained. Two thoufand or Two thoufand 
Five hundred Men, Sepoys and Matchlock Men, with Four Gunsj that he came to, and 
encamped on, the Northern Side of the River, oppofite to Buxar j and that he had fcvcral Bodies 
of Cavalry on the Road, on the fame Side of the River-— Says, that the Rajah came to Buxar to 
ice the Governor General } that he brought with him only Fifty or Sixty People, but that they 
were all his Relations and particular Friends, on whom he depended ; and that they were 
all armed. The Deponent further fays. That when Hoftilitics commenced between the Rajah 
and the Englilh, the Sepoy? and others who happened to be in the Rajah’s Country, were 
all driven oUt^ and the Road on both Sides the River fo completely Ihut up, that no Individual 
could pafs— That Four or Five thoufand Matchlock Men were to. be colledled by Two Brothers, 
Deir Sing and Beir Sing, at Serinjah, agreeable to Orders from the Rajah ; and that the faid Rajah 
wrote DireSions to the faid Deir Sing and Beir Sing, and to the Kclladar of Serinjah, to reduce 
the Fort of Buxar, and to eftablilh his Government in that Country, 

The Deponent further fays, That about Twelve Months ago Three European Gentlemen were 
attacked at Beerpoor, in the Country of the Rajah, about FiveCofs from Buxar-, that One of the 
Gentlemen was defperately wounded } that a Serjeant, a jemmadar, and Fifty Sepoys, were fent 
from Buxar to feize the Zemeedar, but without Effed— That Complaints were made to the Ra- 
jah, but no Redrefs could ever be obtained. 

Hindoo Sing. 

Sworn before me (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Witnefs by W. Davy 
Eiquire, in the Hindollan Language) the 
gth Day of December 1781. 

E. Impey. 


FIFTH PARCEL. 

Num. 5. A. 

Affidavit cf Captain Davy. 

Captain 'William Davy, private Perfian Secretary to the Honourable Warren Mailings Efquirc, 
Governor General of Bengal, &:c. &c. upon Oath, faith, That he is acquainted with the 
Language fpoken by the Perlbns who made the annexed Depofitions that he received faid Dppo- 
fuions verbally, from each of faid Deponents his feparate Ektpofition j and that he has rendered 
them faithfully into Englilh, to the beft of his Knowledge and Judgment-, and that he has 
faithfully explained to faid Deponents, in their own Language, to each his proper Depofition, 
the Contents of faid annexed Depofition. 

Sworn before me this 3d Day of 
December lySi, 

E, Impey. 
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^Num. 5. B. 

Affidavit of Sheakh Mahommed Aumecn Meyhcr. 

ncpofition of Sheakh Mahommed Aumecn Meyhcr, late a Commandant in the Service of Cheit 
Smg — U})on l»is Oath fays, He was the Servant of Cheit Sing; that he commanded a Battalion 
of hlevcn hundred and Fifty Sepoys in his Service ; that he accompanied Cheit Sing when he went 
to Buxar to meet the Governor General ; that there was with Cheit Sing at that Time, the fol- 
lowing armed Force, Two hundred and Twenty-eight Sepovs under the immediate Command of 
this Deponent, Six hundred Matchlock Men under the Command of Seuperfaud Sing, and 
Three hundred Feadahs, or Sword Men, called Iluzzoory or Guardi •, that the above-mentioned 
Troops accompanied the Rajah in Boats-, and that the faid Rajah Cheit Sing was alfo attended by 
a Body of Six hundred Cavalry, under different Leaders -, that the Cavalry marched down on. the 
Southern Bank of the Ganges, and dircAcd their Movements by the Motion of the Fleet of Boats 
in which the Rajah and his Infantry were embarked : That when the Rajah Cheit Sing arrived at 
Ghauzipoor, he was joined by Bullum Dafs the Aumil, and the Dewan Ruggoobur Dial 5 and 
that when he proceeded on from thence, a Detachment of Cavalry and Matchlock Men (ffationary 
Troops at Ghauzipoor) in Number about Five hundred, accompanied the Rajah, marching along 
the Northern Bank of the River in the fame Manner as the Troops on the oppofite Side, moving 
when the Fleet moved, and halting when that halted ; that the Rajah arrived, and encamped on 
the Northern Side of the Ganges, oppofite the Fort of Buxar-, that the Governor General ar- 
rived at Buxar the next Dayj that the Rajah crofled the River, and waited upon him j that he 
returned to his Camp, and about Three o’Clock in the Afternoon put his People and Fleet in 
Motion, returning as he had went, and the Troops on the Banks of the River accompanying the 
Boats ; that the Governor General proceeded the next Morning, and came up with the Rajah at 
Zemcneeah, about Twenty Cofs from Buxar; that the Rajah again waited on the Governor Ge- 
neral on board his Boat, and that the Governor General then proceeded on before the Rajah, the 
Rajah following at the Diftance of Four or Five Cofs, until they reached Banaris ; that the Go- 
vernor General went to the Garden of Mahadew Dafs, and the Rajah to Shewallah Ghaut, his 
armed People taking their Stations in their Neighbourhood; that his (the Deponent’s) People 
did not arrive with the Rajah, but that he joined him with Fifty Sepoys, and took his Station near 
to Shewallah -, that Two Companies of Sepoys alfo joined the Rajah from Ramnagur. — The De- 
ponent further fays. That on the Day that the Three Gentlemen and the Two Companies of 
Fngliffi Sepoys came to the Rajah, and the Circumftance of his Arreft was known, the Rajah’s 
People (who were then Aationed round Shewallah) to the Number of about Four thoufand, were 
armed and prepared for Adion ; that at this Time Munnihar Sing, Seuamur Sing, and Nunkoo 
Sing, went to the Rajah ; That the Difturbance and Difpute at the Gate ran high, and encreafed 
every Moment : That the Huzzoories, Peadahs, and others, with their Arms, got upon the 
Chuppers which were eredled againft the Wall on the Outfide-, that the Matchlock Men fired 
upon a Company who were without Shewallah ; that the Deponent counted Seven Matchlocks 
which were fired, and faw a Sepoy fall by the Firft Shot -, that the Moment the Firing was 
heard, the Rajah’s People forced their Way Sword in Hand into Shewallah, and cut the Gen- 
tlemen and Sepoys to Pieces ; that the Rajah Cheit Sing efcaped during the Conflift to Ram- 
nagur, and from thence to Lutteefpoor. 

The Deponent further fays. That after the Detachment from Chunar was repulfcd near Ram- 
nagur and obliged to retreat, Soojaun Sing and the Buxey Suddanund arrived with Troops at 
that Place, and that by Orders from the Rajah they prepared Scaling Ladders, &c. in order to 
make a Night AlTault on the Garden of Mahadew Dafs -, that Boats were prepared, and Guns and 
Troops marched down to the Ghaut of Aufi Sungum -, that the Sepoys belonging to the Depo- 
nent refufed to crofs the River until they had obtained fomc Rcfrclnmcnt, having been without 
Foq(l for Two Days; that the Night palTed away without any Thing being done, and that the 
Governor General on that Night quitted Banaris, and arrived at Chunar ; that Soojaun Sing and 
Suddanund Buxey wrote a Complaint to Cheit Sing againff the Troops under the Command of 
the Deponent the next Morning ; and that Sodaun Sing lent a Company of his own Sepoys to 
take pofleffion of the Garden of Mahadew Dais; that they plundered the Property of the Gen- 
tlemen at that Place, and returned to Ramnagur. 

The Deponent further fays, That the following is, to the bed of his Memory, a true Lift of 
the F^orces with Rajah Cheit Sing ; thofe on the regular Eftablilhment, thofe newly entertained, 
and thofe who came in to his Affiftanre. 
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Lift of the Eftabliihed Forces in the%ervice of Cheit Sing. 
Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, See. 


Cavidry 

Body Guards, or feleft Troths, Cavalry and Infant^ 
Sep^s — 

Matchlock Men — — 

Attached to Bollum Dahl — — 

With Soqjaon Sing — 

Sepoys and Artillery Men with Two Guns 
With Munnear Sing — — 


JHorfes 300? .Total 
iFoot 5005 
Cavalry and Infantry 

Cavalry and Infantry 


Number. 

1,700 

700 

1,150 

1,800 

800 

500 

340 

700 


Troo|il entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Luttcefpoor. 

Firft, entertaiped at Lutteefpoor — Matchlock Men and Sword Men 

Second, Nujjceb — Sword Men from Lucknow — 

Troops alTetnbled from difterent Places. 

Infantry and Cavalry with Juggurdcavc Sing — -- 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Orders from Rajah — 

D* with Gooman Sing, fent for by the Rajah — — • 

D* from the Fougedar of Bidduwy — ~ — 

Raujpoott of the Tribe of Kugbunfie from Kurfaukut — — 

With Dillun Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Baudlbaahpoodmatc — — 

Cavalry and Inf^antry arrived with Ruzza Rool Khaun — — 

Raujpoots coUefted from Agoree and Purwah by Dea Lutchoo — 

D* of the Tribe of Cummur collected by Soojaun Sing — — 

Sword and Matchlock Men with Ranju Awun — — — 


7,690 


a, 000 
1,000 


3,000 


500 

1,200 

500 

1.000 

3.000 
1,500 

300 

500 

1.000 

2.000 


11,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — • 22,190 


To which are to be added Hulbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms, making the forc- 
coine Number aliioUnt to near 40,000 Men. 

** ® (Signed) Sheakh Mahommed Aumcen Mhiur. 

Sworn (the Contents being firft explained to 
the Deponent by William Davy Efquire) 
this 3d Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. impey. 


Num. 5. C. 

Depofition of Sheakh Hoffein Oolla, Jemmadar, relative to the Aftion at Shewallah Ghaut, at 
which Period he was Havildar and Orderly with Lieutenant Stalker. 

The Deponent upon his Oath fays, He was one of thofc who attended Mr. Markham and Lieu* 
tenant Stalker when they went to the Rajah Cheit Sing at Shewallah Ghaut, with about Fifty or- 
derly Sepoys, armed with Swords only, that a (hort Time after, Two Companies of Sepoys 
arrived under the Command of Lieutenants Scott and Symes j that Mr. Markham returned from 
the Rajah’s with about Thirty of the Orderlies , that he, the Deponent, continued during the 
whole of the fucceeding Tranfaftion near to Lieutenant Stalker *, that he faw Lieutenants Scott 
and Symes enter Shewallah with their Swords drawn, and (hortly after obferved Guards polled in 
different Places, from which he difeovered for the firft Time that the Rajah was in Arreft) that 
after the Departure of Mr. Markham there were prefent Meffrs. Stalker, Scott, and Symes, with 
Seven or Eight Sepoys (Orderlies) attending juft without the Apartment, where they were feated 
With the Rajah j that fcvcral of the Rajah’s People, all armed, to the Number of Forty, were 
ieated without the Purdahs-, that Gentries were polled round the Building! and that the Two 
Companies remained without the Inner Gate } that many of the Rajah’s Peons, to the Amount ot 
about Three hundred, were affemblcd in the fame Place » that fcveral Notes were fent off by 
Lieutenant Stalker, and One Note received by himj that about Twelve o’clock at Noon the 
Rajah defircd PermilDon to perform his Ablutions, which was refofeti, unlcfs he would fend for 
Water and perform them on the Spot, which he did accordingly } that before this Period, the 
Rajah’s People between the Outer Gate and that which led immediately to the Building, made 
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Two ciifFcrcnt Attempts to force their through the loner Gate, but weiic kept back by the 
Two Companies who were ported there » that Lieutenant Stalker once went himfelf to the Gate, 
and (truck One of tlic Rajah’s People, who was endeavouring to force his Way in } that the Rajah’s 
People appeared to highly irritated, and that the Subadars of the Companies found it neceflary 
to (ix Bayonets— Says, That MclTrs. Scott and Symes accompanied Lieutenant Stalker on this 
Occafion, but that he, the Deponent, continued neat the Rajah with Three or Four' Sepoys, by 
Orders from Lieutenant Stalker | that he ncverthclefs faw what paffed through the Stone Lattice, 
which furrounded the Building j that at this Period the Rajah lent his Buxey to forbid his People 
from making any Dirturbance, and the Affair fubfided ; that the Gcntleipen returned to the Ra- 
jah. The Deponent further fays. That after the Rajah had finiflicd his Ablutions, he retired to 
a Stone Pavilion, or Sort of Baftion, to perform hii Devotions •, that Three or Four orderly Se- 
poys were directed to attend him at a fmall Diftance, to obferve his Motions (the Officers conti- 
nuing in their Places) ; that at this Period a Chubdar (named Chelt Ram) came from Mr. Mark- 
ham, and delivered a Meflagc to Mr. Stalker; and that the faid Chubdar afterwards went to 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, who was rtill at his Devotions; that he appeared, by his Manner and the 
Loudncls of his Voice, to be fpeaking infultingly and paffionately to the Rajah; that at this Pe- 
riod a Report of Matchlocks was heard, and One of the Subadars, Bifhen Sing, called out to the 
Officer?, that they were fired upon by the Rajah’s People from the Outer Wall ; that the Gentle- 
men rtarted from their Scats, and drew their Swords ; that Lieutenant Stalker rufhed forward to- 
ward the Gate, and that Lieutenants Scott and Symes attempted to follow him ; that the Mo- 
ment the firing commenced from the Outer Wall, the Two Companies were attacked by the 
Three hundred Peons in the Space between the Two Walls with them; at the fame Inftant the 
Officers and their Orderlies were attacked by the Forty of the Rajah’a People (faid to be within 
the Building at the Beginning of this Depofition) ; that tl^e beforementioned Subadar Bifhen Sing 
forced his Way through the Inner Gate, with about Twenty Sepoys, to the Affiftance of the Of» 
ficcrs ; that the Paflage was foon flopped up by the Number of Dead, and Wounded in the Gate- 
way ; that after the Communication was cut off, the Aflion ftill continued both within and 
without; the Two Companies ftill fired upon from the Outer Wall; that the Deponent faw 
Lieutenant Stalker defend himfelf with great Refolution with a Sword, which he had taken from 
One of his Sepoys ; that the Deponent himfelf in a fhort Time received fcveral Wounds, and 
fell ; that he fainted, and therefore has no further Knowledge of what paffed during the Remain- 
der of the A^ion, or how the Rajah made his Efcape; that when he recovered his Senfes he 
faw Lieutenant Stalker lying dead near him, with many of the Sepoys; that he heard a Firing, 
which one of the Wounded told him proceeded from a Company of Sepoys, who were driving 
off the Rajah’s Matchlock-men ; that he, the Deponent, continued on the Ground the whole 
Night, but was removed the next Morning to the Garden of Mahadew Dais. 

The Mark of Sbeakh HoffeinOolla, Jemmadar. 

Sworn before me (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Deponent by Will. 

Davy Efquire) this 3d Day of Decem- 
ber 1781. 

F.. Impey. 


Num. 5, D. 

'■The Depofition of Bifhen Sing, Subadar, relative to the ASiion at Shewallah Ghaut. 

Upon his Oath, fays, That in the Morning of , Lieutenants Scott and Symes gave Or- 
ders that Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys fliould be got ready ; that the Companies were im- 
mediately paraded, and that the above Gentlemen marched with them to Shewallah, where the 
Rajah Cheit Sing refided ; that Lieutenant Symes with One Company took Fort within the Firft 
Gate; that the Company under Lieutenant Scott ftationed themfelves at the Inner Gate ; that 
1 .ieutenant Stalker ordered him to port a Guard of a Havildar and Twelve Sepoys at the fmall 
Liate leading to the River, and another Guard at the Gate opening from thence into Shewallah; 
tliat he polled Guards as he was ordered, and that he fent out a Havildar to fee what Number of 
Men were in the neighbouring Gardens and Cantonments, and what they were about; that the 
1 1.ivildar brought back Information, that the Rajah’s People were all arming themfelves, and 
loading their Matchlocks; that he communicated this Intelligence to Lieutenant Stalker, and 
added, that the Rajah’s People were certainly preparing to attack them ; that at this Period the 
Rajah's Buxey arrived -, that he went in to Cheit Sing, and that he faw him make a Motion with 
Ins 1 land as one rtriking with a Sword -, that the Deponent faw this from the Inner Gate where he 
was Handing ; that Cheit Sing’s People became turbulent, exclaiming on all Sides, that they 
(the I'nglilh) had made their Rajah a Prifoner, and calling out to attack them ; that he. found it 
ncccffary to order the Sepoys to fix their Bayonets, and that he fent Information to l.ieutenant 
Stalker, that they were about to be affaulted ; in confequence of which. Lieutenant Stalker came 
out to the Place where Lieutenant Symes was polled with his Company ; that Lieutenant Symes, 
puiniing to the Rajah’s People with his Hano, told Lieutenant Stalker, that thofe People were 
9 going 
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going to attack him ; that Lieutenant Stalker fpokc IK the Rajah’s People, and returned, and 
that the Clamour in fomc meafurc fubfidcd 5 that at this Junfture Munnear Sing, and his Son 
Nonkoo Sing, and Seuamur Sing, arrived, and feated themfelvcs by ■!(» Rajah ■, that at this 
Inftant, an Hircarrah brought Intelligence to the Rajah, that another Company of Englilh 
Sepoys were conning from Murwarry, and that they were arrived near at hand ; that at this 
period, one of the Rajah^s Matchlock Men fired at the Company which was advancing ) tlia; the 
Moment the Report of the Matchlock was heard, the Rajah’s People within, who were alarmed, 
became very turbutenct the Noife and Confufion increajed, ahd Lieutenant Scott came out and 
enquired into the Caufe of kj that the AdHon immediately commenced within, and that Lieu- 
tenant Stalker called out to the Deponent to enter itnth his Company ; that he attempted to 
obey the Orders which he had received, but that the Attack at that Inftant began without the 
Inner Gate alfo i that it was no longer poOible to enter with his Company i but that he neverthelefs 
forced his Way in with about Twenty Sepoys j that Mohun Sing, Subadar, the Moulavy, and 
Cheit Ram (Mr. Markham’s Chubdar), were firft cut down •, that Munnear Sing ftruck at Lieu- 
tenant Stalker with his Scymetar, but without Efiedf ; that Lieutenant Stalker made a Thruft at 
Munnear Sing with his Sword> without EffcA alfot that Lieutenant Stalker threw the Swotd 
from his Hand, and took a Scymetar from one of his orderly Sepoys, with which he continued 
the Aflion •, that Nunkoo Sing afterwards made a Stroke at Lieutenant Stalker that the 
Rajah’s People, who Were now aSemblcd in great Numbers both within and without, charged 
the Englifh Sepoys Sword in Hand, and continued the Atuck till Lieutenants Stalker and Scott, 
with all the Sepoys, were cut down t that the Deponent’s Arm was ftruck off by the Blow of a 
Scymetar} that he received feveral other Wounds, and at laft fell, and that he continued there 
among the Dead and the Wounded, until a Company of Sepoys came and carried oft thole who 
remained alive. 

Bilhen Sing, Subadar. 

Sworn before me (the Contents being 
firft explained to the Deponent by 
W. Davy Efquire) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 

E. impey. 


[Nvm. 5. £« 

Depoftlion ef RuggOobur Sing, Ordtrlj Sefey to Lieut. Stalker* 

The Deponent (upon his Oath) fays. He went with Lieutenant Stalker and Mr. Markham 
to Shewallah, where the Rajah Cheit Sing refided, and that he went with them into the Prefence 
of the Rajah} that (hortly after Two Companies of Sepoys arrived, with Two Gentlemen, whofe 
Names the Deponent does not remember, being a newly enlifted Sepoy } that thofe Two Of- 
ficers came in and continued with the Rajah and Lieutenant Stalker } that he the Deponent 
was direfled by Lieutenant Stalker to attend, with Three other orderly Sepoys, in the Apartment 
where the Officers were fitting with the Rajah •, that the reft of the orderly Sepoys remained 
without the Purdahs, which were let down in the Front of the Apartment ; that he is unac- 
quainted with what paired without the Gate, where the Two Companies were, or what People 
were there on the Part of the Rajah. The Deponent does not recollctft, nor can he, he fays, 
relate the Circumftances which palTed before the Attack commenced } but in Reply to a Quel- 
lion put to him, Whether Mr. Markham’s Chubdar, Cheit Ram, I’pokc to the Rajah ? be lays, 
(hat faid Chubdar brought a Note to Lieutenant Stalker at the Time when the Rajah’s Peuple 
without were endeavouring to enter) that he delivered the Note to Lieutenant Stalker j that at 
this Time the Noife and Confufion at the Gateway was very great ) that the Chubdar went from 
Lieutenant Stalker toward Cheit Sing, who Vras then fitting at the Place where he performed 
his Devotions ) that he told him to order his People to deuft } that he (the Chubdar) was Cheit 
Ham, and that the Rajah was but Cheit Sing j and that if he did nut make his People defift, 
he would confine him — >Says, He was an Ear Witnefs to the foregoing ) that it was at this Mo- 
ment th^ Firing wa» heard, and the Attack began ) that Lieutenant Stalker’s Hircarrah had his 
Sword } that he called to this Deponent to give him his Sword, which he did, and ftood behind 
Lieutenant Stalker by his Orders, with the Scabbard in his Hand, until that Officer fell ) that he 
was Toon after cut down himfelf 1 that he was deprived ofSenfe, and knows nothing of what palfcJ 
afterwards. 

The Mark of Ruggoobur Sing, Sepoy. 

Sworn before roe (the Contents being 
firft explained to the Deponent by 
W. Davy Efquire) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 

E. Impey.] 
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^ SIXTH PARCEL. 

Num. 6. a. 

Affidavit of Capuin Davy. 

Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator tti the Honourable Wahtii HaillwgiEfettiie, 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, &c.&c. maketh Oath and fai^, Tfaatheundemands 
the Perfian Language, and that the Paper hereunto annexed, ia a tme and faithful Tranflate 
of the Perfian verlion of the original Hindoo Depofition, both bemiolO annexed, cothe beft ^ 
this Deponent’s Skill and Belief. 

William Davy. 

Sworn before me this lath Day 
of December 1781. 

£. Impey. 


Nvu. 6. B. 

Tranflation e/ tbt Depolition of Contoo Dofs, raUtrti iMtt t Perfian Verfion of tht 

Original in tht Hindoo Language, writtm Bunny Mull jh(fooiwy». sctarUt^ to the Interpret- 
ation ef Bauboo Juggut Sing.*— Deponent, and tbt Writer of tbt Perfian Tranflate, fiosrn 
befort Sir Elijah Impey, one on tbt id, and tbt otbir on tbt ^b of Dtetmbtr tySi. 

On the Firft of the Month Ramzan, Wedneiday, in the ajd Year, Bauboo Soegaun Sing, 
appointing Diaram Aumeen, lent him to Banariti Diaram came, and made a Proclamation 
through the City, that whoever proteAed in hit Houfe the Dependanu Of the EngUlb, or the 
Property of the Englilb, Ihould be confidered as a Criminal, and his Houfe be feized. 

Written by Contoo Dofs. 


SEVENTH PARCEL. 

Num. 7. A. 

Affidavit of Captain Davy. 

Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings Efq. 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, &c. &c. maketh Oath and faith. That he under* 
Hands the Hindoftan Language, bdng the Language of the Deponents Dadjoo Sing and 
Gobindram Milferr and that he fiiichfully and truly explained to the faid Deponents the 
Contents of the annexed Affidavit, in the Hindoftan Language, before they had fworn the 
fame. 

W, Davy. 

Sworn before me this azd Day 
of December 1781. 

Warren Haftings. 

Num. 7. B. 

. Affidavit of Dadjoo Sing and Gobindram Mifler. 

Dadjoo Sing, and Gobii^ram Mifler, make Oath, acrording to the PraAice of their Reli- 
gion, and fay. That about the 1 ath of the N^th of Baudoon, the Deponent Dadjoo Sing received 
a Perwannah or Letter from the Rajah Cheit Sing, dated the 4th of the faid Month of Baudoon ; and 
that, about the 18th of the Month Xawwar, the faid Deponent received a le^d Perwannah 
or Letter from the faid Rajah Cheit Sing, bearing Date the loth of the Month Kawwart 
both thofe Perwannahs or Letters were perufed oy the Deponent Dadjoo ^g, and flwwn by 
him to the Deponent Gobindram MilRr, who read ffiem alio i and that.: the faid PerwannaM or 
Letters were immediately fent to Mr. Qtcme'at Cbuprah, t» the Deponent Dadjoo Sing. 

And thefe Deponents further fiiy, That having peru&d the annexed. Papers in the Hindoo 
CharaAer, marked Num. 7 D and Num. 7 £, they are the fame Perwannahs or Letters which the 
Deponent Dadjoo Sing received aa aforefaid tom the Rajah Cheit $bg. 

Dadjoo Sing. 

Gobindram Mifler. 

Sworn before me this ead Day 
of December 1781. 

' Warren Haftings. 
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Nuh. 7. C. ^ 

Affidavit of Captain Davy.' 

Captain William Davy, private PerflanTranflatortothe Honourable Warren Haftingj Efq. Go- 
vernor General of Fort William in Bengal) &c. &c. maketh Oath and faith, That he undcrUands 
the Perfian Language, and that he received from Gomauny Lall, a Hindoo, who he believes un- 
derftands both ue Hindoo and Perfiaa Languages, a verbal Interpretation in Pcrfian of the an- 
nexed P^tt) written in the Hindoo Language: And the Deponent figther faith, That the 
pnglilh Papers hereunto annexed, are true and faithful Trandations of the faid Hindoo Papers, 
made from the verbal Interpretation in Perfian of the faid Gomauny Lall, to the belt of this 
Deponent’s Skill and Belieh 

^ W. Davy. 

Sworn before me this lath Day 
of December 1781. 

E. Impey. 


Num. 7. D, 

Tranllation of a Letter from tbt Rajah Cheit Sing tt Dadjoo Sing, written in the Hindoo 
Language 'and CbaraSter, — fbis Vtrjton nude from the •otrbal Interpretation of Gomauny Lall, 
a Hindoo Moonlhy. 

Complimentary Introduction. 


Great Mifunderftandings have come to pafs between me and the Englilh *, I therefore direCt 
you, with your People, to join me the Moment you fee this Order ; every Encouragement and 
Support fhall be given you by me— Let your Mind be at Reft, and come with Speed. 

wherever you meet with either Europeans or Sepoys, plunder and cut them off— Confidcr this 
as particularly enjoined. 

Written the 4th of the Month Baudoon. 

Superferibed by'Cheit Sing In his own Hand, “ the Contents approved." 

The Cover directed to Dadjoo Sing, and fealed with the Seal of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 


Num, 7, E. 

Tranflation ef a I.etter front the Rajah Cheit Sing, to Dadjoo Sing, written in the Hindoo 
Language and CbaraSler.—this Ver/m made from the verbal Interpretation of Gomauny Lall, 
a Hindoo Moonlhy. 

Complimentary Introduction. 

It appears that you arc united with the Englilh — 1 therefore write to you, that living as you 
do under my Protection, the taking part with them will be attended with bad Conlequences to 
yourfelf. 

I direct that, immediately on the Arrival of this Order, you join the Rajah Futteh Sing, and 
fee the Enemy i in this only you will find your Advantage— Confidcr the above as molt ftriClly 
enjoined. 

Written the loth of the Month Kawwar. 

If you aCl according to thefe Orders, you will obtain Honour thereby. 

[Superferibed by Cheit Sing] “ fhe above is Jlriilly emeined.’* 

The Cover dire^ed to Dadjoo Sing, and fealed with the Seal of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 


EIGHTH PARCEL. 


Num. 8. A. 

Affidavit of Colonel Blair, commanding the Fort of Chunar. 

The Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel William Blair, taken before Sir Elijah Impey, Knighr, 
Chief Jufticeof the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal.- This Deponent, 
on his Oath, faith. That on the aift of Auguft 1781, to the bell of his KecolleCtion, about 
8 o’clock in the Morning, and fomething near an Hour after he had ilTued Orders for tlie 
ad Battalion of the 6th Regiment to crofs the River, and march with all polTible Expedition to 
Banaris, a Man was brought to him, who faid he had fome particular Intelligence to deliver-, 
that upon hearing what he had to fay, he acquainted the Deponent that he had left Kamnagur 
in the Night, and that it was there determined to attack the Fort of Chunargtir the following 

3 S Night; 
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Night ; I'.c mentioned feveral of the L^crt Names, whom the Deponent does not remember, 
and laid, that Ladders had been prepred at Pateeta for that Purpofe, and that a confiderable 
Force was expedicd to join thofc at Ramnagur. The Deponent further faith, That at the Time 
this Frtiow gave hi«mhe above Information, be was going to the Beach to fee the Battalion 
paraded, and to expedite the Boats ) and that he faw the fame Man upon the Road as he was re> 
turning from the River Side. Lieutenant Colonel Blair further faith, That a Ihort Time before 
Dinner, on the fame Day, another Man was brought to him with Intelligence, who was dreded 
like a Fakeer t he feemed a middle<aged Mao, and appeared very folicitous for the Safety of the 
Fngliih : His Information correfponded with the former, as to the Time that the Fort was to be 
attacked •, the Forces lie faid could not in all confilt of lefs than between Twenty and Thirty 
tlioufand Men, with Artillery j that they were to be led on by the Rajah in Perfon, and were to 
come from Luttcefpoor, Ramnagur, and Pateeta. The Deponent remarks, that this Man fpokc 
fo much more than merely anfwering Quclfions that were put to him, that this, joined to his 
feeming Anxiety for the Safety of the Englilh, created in the Deponent's Mind great Doubts of 
his Veracity, though he did not totally rejeft his Information. The Deponent here obferves, 
that this Man, and alfo tlie Perfon that delivered the fifft Intelligence, were perfeft Strangers to 
the Deponent, and every Perfon about him ; and that, among other Queftions, he alked him 
what was iiis Inducement to come to him with fuch particular Information r to which he anfwered, 

'i liac he was a poor Man and expeifled a Reward. The Deponent then told him, that if he 
called upon him next Day, he would moll: undoubtedly reward him accordingly. The Deponent 
further faith, That as far as he recollcfts, between Three and Four ©’Clock the fame Afternoon, 
he vvasobfciving the laft of the before- mentioned Battalion crofllng the River, his jemmadar 
I lircarrah came to him, and told him that it was the general Belief every where, that a large 
Army was upon the March, and it was fuppofed would reach Chunar that Night, and that valf 
Numbers ot the Inhabitants were flying the Town) that he the Deponent warned the. faid 
Jemmadar Mircarrah to beware of bringing or fpreading falfe Intelligence, as he fbould anfwer 
for it with his Life •, his Anfwer was, that he fpoke nothing of himfelf. The Deponent, after 
having feen all the Battalion acrofs the River, and begun their March, ordered the Jemmadar 
Hircarrah to attend him to Camp. That as the Deponent was on the Road, he met a young 
Man feemingly much out of Breath, but could not underfland what he had to fay, till he 
reached the Camp, when he called Captain Blair to interpret for him. The Information this 
Man gave was, that he was an Inhabitant of Pateeta, and ufed frequently to come to Chunar 
upon his own Bufinefs ■, that the Deponent’s Jemmadar Hicarrah knew him, which was acknow> 
ledged by the Jemmadar himfelf. He faid, that when he left Pateeta, there was about Six 
thoufand Men getting ready to march towards Chunar, and that he underlfood that a very large 
Body was to follow from Luttcefpoor. The Deponent further faith, That, upon reflefting upon 
the various Intelligence he had received through the Day, he thought it neceffary to acquaint 
Captain Sparks ana Captain Blair with his Apprehenfions of an Attack being made that Night i 
that he the Deponent faw Out-pofts placed, and gave every neceffary Inflrudlion to prevent a 
Surprize, and to oppofc the Enemy with Vigour, as he was confeious that every Thing depended 
upon being able to keep the Field. The Deponent after this, when the Troops were turned out 
at Roll-calling, direded Captains Blair and Sparks to thank their Men in the Name of the Go- 
vernor General for their late gallant Behaviour at Ramnagur, lamenting at the fame Time the 
great Lol's that they had fuflained by being imprudently led into a Place where they could not 
aff, but that he the Deponent was conBdent they could in the fair Field beat any Force that the 
Kajah could bring againft them ■, that the Men expreffed a perfeA Confidence and Readinefs to 
oppofc the Enemy if attacked, and the Chaffeurs expreffed the greateff Eagernefs to embrace the 
firll Opportunity of revenging the Death of their Companions and Commandant •, and they re- 
mained upon their Arms all Night with the utmofi Cheerfulnefs. The Deponent further faith. 
That when the Governor General arrived at Chunargur next Morning, and that he was told the 
Danger that threatened him and all the other Gentlemen at Banaris, which he was perfeAly 
ignorant of before, it then crowded on his Mind, as no Enemy had made the leaft Attempt 
cither upon the Camp or Fort, that all thefe Pieces of Intelligence, which had been brought in 
the Day before, were entirely calculated for the Purpofe of detaining the Troops from being.fenc 
to Banaris, and thereby favouring the Defign of attacking the Governor and Gentlemen there i 
and the Deponent fays, that be is the more induced to this Belief, as he was not able next Day, 
or any Time fince, to find the People that brought the Deponent this Intelligence, though 
every Endeavour was made to difeover them. 

W. Blair. 

Sworn before me this ad Day of 
December jyUi. 

E. Impey. 
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Nuu. 8. B. 

Affidavit of Captain M*DougaIl. 

The Affidavit of Captain Patrick M'Dougalit taken before Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief 
Juftice of the Swreroe Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. ThLs Deponent, on 
his Oath, faith, Thaton the Evening of the 21ft of Auguftlaft, after having croHed the River 
with his Batulion, in order to march to Banaris, agreeable to Colonel Blair’s Orders, feveral 
People came and acquainted him, that there were Two thoufand armed Men polled in the 
Neighbourhood of Beety>bur, to oppofe his marching to Banaris s and not doubting this Intel- 
ligence to be well founded, and Night approaching, took every Precaution to guard againd 
a Surprife, and oppofe the Enemy but meeting with no Oppolition on his March there, or 
returning to Chunargur, therefore concluded the Information to have been groundlefs. 

Sworn before me this 2d Day Patrick M'Dougall. 

of December i;8i. 

£. Impey. 


NINTH PARCEL. 

Num. 9. A. 

Affidavit of Nathaniel Middleton Efquire. 

Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, on his Oath, faith. That he left Lucknow on the 19th Auguft 
1781, and joining the Nabob Vi2eer at about Ten Cofs diHant, proceeded with him towards 
Banaris, with an Intention to meet the Governor General, who was expected (liortly at Lucknow: 
That about Three or Four Days after his Departure, he heard of the Difturbance at B.inaris, and 
of the MalTacre of Three European Officers, with a Number of Sepoys, at the Inftigation of 
Rajah Cheit Sing, which prevented the Governor General’s fetting out for Lucknow, as he had 
intended 5 and on his Arrival at Doudnaaur, on the 24th of the fame Month, he received im- 
perfed Accounts, through the Channel of the Vizeer's public Intelligence, of the Retreat of the 
Governor General and his Party to Chunargur { and tne fame Account, as well as many others, 
fet forth, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had iOtied his moft pofitive Orders to all the Zemeedars and 
Officers of his Government, to put every European to Death that they could lay hold of} to feize 
and feverely punilh any Natives who (hould be found in the Service of or connedled with the 
Englilhi and in general, to ufe every Means in their Power to promote an Infurreflion through* 
out the Country I for which they (hould be liberally rewarded : That he had alfo written Perwan- 
nahs, or Letters, to many of the Zemeedars of the Vizeer’s Country, encouraging them to raife 
Difturbances in their relpeftive Diftrifts, and to affift him with Troops » for which he promifed 
them large Sums of Money: That this Report was made to him repeatedly, through various 
Channels, and implicitly credited not only by himfelf, but he firmly believes by the Vizeer and 
every Man in his Retinue; That in confequence of thefe Occurrences, the Vizeer, who had left 
Lucknow with a very fmall Force, determined to wait for Reinforcements before lie proceeded ; 
and accordingly, fummoning his Troops from all Quarters, halted at llulTanpoor until they joined 
him: That on the 31ft of faid Month he, this Deponent, in Company with the Vizeer, left Huf- 
fanpoor, and proceeded towards Chunargur: That on his Arrival at or near the Village of 
Gopee Gunge, he heard from feveral different Perfons, whofe Names he docs not at prefent re- 
collcft, that a Number of dead Bodies were feen, fomc in a Well fituated near the Road Side, 
and others lying on the open Plain, partly covered with loofe Earth, or Sand, that had been 
thrown over them ; That thefe Bodies were fuppofed and generally believed to be the Bodies of 
Dauck Hircarrahs, and other Travellers dependant on the Englilh, who had been feized and 
murdered in confequence of the aforefaid Orders of Rajah Cheit Sing; That this Deponent did 
not fee the Bodies, but bad not a Doubt of the Truth of the Story, as it was mentioned by 
feveral Perfons at the Time they were palling the Place, and afterwards by others who had flop- 
ped to fee them; That in a fmall Mud Fort and Village near the Place where the Bodies wtre 
difeovered, he, this Deponent, heard from Almas Ally Khan, a principal Farmer of the Nabob 
Vizeer’s Revenue, that there were feveral hundred armed Men alTcmbled in the Service of Rajah 
Cheit Sing; but for what particular Purpofc he did not learn: That fome Days after his (this 
Deponent’s) Arrival at Chunar, he was informed by Two Hircarrahs, who brought him an Ex- 
prels from the Aumil of Illahabad, that in palTing through Gopee Gunge they had feen the dead 
Bodies of Two Europeans, who they fuppofed had been murdered by the Inhabitants of that 
Place : That he heard at the Time, and believed, and does Hill believe, that much F.ncourage- 
ment, and ibme aftual Aid in the raifing of Troops, was given Rajah Cheit Sing by Bchar Ally 
Khan and jewar Ally Khan, the Two principal Eunuchs and Counfellors of the Vizeer’s Mother 
•t Fyzabad} and that their Conduct, as well as that of their Dependants, during the Continuance 
of the Dillurbances at Banaris, manifefled a (Irong Difaffirdion to the Englilh : That he further 

heard 
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heard from his own News-writer ftationetrtft Fyzabad, that a Vakeel, or Agent, from Rajah Cheit 
Sing had been received at that Place, and allowed to remain under the Protedlion of the faid 
Eunuchs; but for what^rticular Purpofc, or what was the Nature of his Commiffion or Nego- 
ciations, this Deponent has not been able to difeover. 

Nathaniel Middleton. 

Sworn this 27th Day of No- 
vember 1781, before me, 

E, Impey. 

Num. 9. B. 

Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay. 

Alexander Hannay Efquirc, Lieutenant Colonel, commanding a Corps of his Excellency the 
Vizeer AlTof-ud-Dowlah’s Sepoys, on his Oath, declares, to the beft of his Remembrance and 
Belief, the following Circumftances refpefting the State of the Country he was ftiioned in, and 
the Reports that prevailed there during the Months of September and Oflobcr 1781 That, in 
obedience to Orders he received from his Excellency the Nabob Vizeer for that Purpofc, on the 
28th of Augull 1781, he ifl'oed Orders for forming a Detachment, confiding of One thoufand 
Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five thoufand Horfe, from the Troops under his Command, to affcmblc 
at Akberpoor, on the Road leading to Jowanpoor: That Eight Companies of Sepoys, Two Guns, 
and about One hundred Horfe of the faid Detachment, were ordered to crofs the Gogra at the 
Chowra Ghaut, and proceed to Akberpoor: That Two Companies of Sepoys, Two Guns, and 
the Kcmainder of the Horfe, were ordered to crofs at Fyzabad, and encamp on the Rumna until 
tlie Arrival of the Deponent, who was from thence to march them to Akberpoor, the appointed 
Rendezvous of the Detachment ; That the Deponent arrived at Fyzabad on the Evening of the 
7th of September, with the Intention of purfuine his March to AkberpMr the next Morning} 
but was detained, from the Horfemen having Dcen fcduccd into the Town, where they were 
tampered with by the Servants and Agents of the Begums to decline proceeding further with 
him : That the Subadars of the Two Companies of Sepoys reprefented to him, that Guards were 
placed (faid by the Authority of the Begums), to prevent the Sepoys, or any one connefted with 
the Englifli, from entering (he Town} and upon Enquiry, it appeared that fuch Reprefentation 
was true : 'Hut the Deponent learnt from various, and what he deemed Information to be de- 
pended on, that the Agents of Rajah Cheii Sing were publicly fuffered to raife Troops in Fyzabad; 
and that the Eunuchs of both Begums encouraged the People to enter into his Service, particu- 
larly jewar Ally Khan, who was reprefented to have gone into the Chouk for this Purpofc : That 
the Deponent was credibly informed, that Two or Three Days before his Arrival at Fyzabad, a 
Man named Sheakh Khan, had marched from thence, in order to join Rajah Cheit Sing, with 
about a Thoufand Horfe and Foot, and that fcveral other Detachments bad before proceeded 
from thence with the fame Defign. Thefc T ranfaftions were of fo public Notoriety, and fo gene- 
rally believed, that the Deponent deemed it his Duty to reprefenc their Impropriety to the Bow 
Begum *, but could obtain no Anfwer. On the Evening of the 8th of September, the Deponent 
icceivcd a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, who was on his March to join him at Akberpoor, 
informing him that he had been attacked on his March from Chowr^ Ghaut by great Bodies of 
Men, aflemblcd to oppofc him ; and that on his Arrival at Taundch, the Conduct of Shumlhecr 
Khan, the Begum’s Aumil of that Place, had effeded the Lofs of his Detachment, as appears 
from the following Copy of his Letter to the Deponent, relating the Circumftances of that unhappy 
Difaller. 

Copy ef a Letter from Lieutenant John Gordon to Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, dated at 
Taundch, tbt lotb of September 1781. 

“ I had the Honour to write you on the 8th Inftant, acquainting you witlj the Difaftcr which 
“ happened to my Detachment ; and I now beg leave to lay before you the Particulars (rf that 
“ unfortunate Affair. 

“ When I croffed the Gograb, on the 6th, at Chowrah, with the Four Companies of Sepoys, 

“ and about Eighty Horfe (»n all near 400), I faw that the Country was difaffefted : My Force, 
however, I judged to be quite fufficient to join you at Akberpoor; indeed, I did not conceive 
“ that his Excellency’s Tsoops, marching to join him by his Order, could meet with any 
“ Interruption. 

“ On the 7th, at Day-break, I marched ; and about Half a Mile from Chowrah, when croffing 
“ a Nullah, where I had fent Boats Overnight, I obferved great Bodies of Men aflembled to 
“ oppotc my March : I immediately fnade what I judged to be the beft Difpofition of my fmall 
“ Corps; and the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit; for though during the whole 
of the March of Eight Cofs, we were attacked, and often furrounded, by incredible Num- 
“ bers of People, yet we conftantly beat them off, killing and wounding many of them ; and 


* The Nabob Vlzeti’i Mother, called in the Narrative Navauh Allca, 
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“ arrived, with veiy little toft, about Che o’clock in «h« Afternoon, at the Teerea Nullah, 
which runs by Taundd>, brineiog the whole of our litear and Baggage in the moft complete 
“ Safety* I now imagined myfelf in a Friend’s Country, and intended croffing the Nullah, that 
•< my People mnht halt for the Day, and refrelh after their fatiguing Meaab • Pnr this Purpofe 
« I ordered my Bastar and Baggage to be fent over, and Part w the Sepys to ftand to their 
“ Arms : A great Number of our Enemies were ftill in Sight \ but judge of my Surprife, when 
“ I was informed that the Boats were all on the other Side of the Nullah, and that none of 
“ them were permitted to crofs. I immediately wrote to the Begum’s Aumil, Shumflieer Khan, 

“ acquainting him, that I was marching with the Vizecr’s Troops, by his Orders, to join him; 

that I was aftonilhed at his ftopping the Ghaut, and defired he would fend Boats for tlie 
“ Tranfportof my Detachment. To this no Anfwcr was made t but immediately Three Guns 
“ were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to us j and a Number of Nujjeebs were polled on 
« the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if any Body pafled. It is proper to remark 
“ here, that near the Ghaut there were a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whole 
“ Gomaftah, notwithftanding his moft earneft Entreaties, was prevented from lending them by 
“ Shumftiecr Khan » and even the Plunder of his Faflory and his Life were threatened, if he 
“ attempted it.— When I found this to be the Cafe, I took pofleffion of a very ftrong Ground, 

“ forrounded on Three Sides by the Rivet and Nullah*, on the Fourth Side, where only I could 
“ be attacked by the Country People, I ordered the Sepoys to make a Breaft-work, by piling 
“ up Planks, of which there were a great Number; and as I had Ammunition and Provifions, 

“ i intended to wait there until I could procure Boats, or difcover a Ford. While I was thus 
** employed, 1 found that Mahommed Ruzza Beg, the Jemmadar of fiorfe, had fwam acrofs 
” the Nullah, and procured Permiffion for his People to follow him, which they immediately 
“ did. No Anfwer coming from the Fougedar, I defired my Moonihy to go to him, and cx- 
“ plain the Matter; he accordingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a FafFage, he was 
“ refufed, and infulted in Terms the moft opprobrious to the Englilh. He returned ; and telling 
“ me this, I ordered him to take an Elephant and fwlm over; but when he attempted to enter 
the Nullah with the Animal, the Nujjeebs pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him 
“ to defift: The Sepoys feeing this, and that the Horfemcn were permitted to fwim acrofs, 

“ naturally imagined that the Objedtion was to the Englilh only, and their Adherents ; they 
** thought it fafeft to abandon me, whom they muft have concluded to be devoted, and, 

“ throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the Example of the Horfemen in 
fwimming acrofs the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumlheer Khan of giving me up to my 
“ Fate. One of the Suhadars reprefent^ toTwo others the Folly of their fufwing for One Perfon; 
“ and propoled to them to deliver me up to Shumlheer Khan, or to the Country People; but 
this Propofal they rejeded with Scorn : The Defertion however was almoft complete *, for in 
“ a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men remained, including Officers. It 
“ was now almoft Evening, when Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, with great Difficulty, at Itft obtained 
“ Permiffion from the Fougedar to fend One Boat ; but It came too late to render any cffeftual 
Service ; for with the few Sepoys who remained, Command was at an end ; and, as moft of 
“ my Servants had gone offi, my Baggage was left a Prey to the Badditti, who foon carried oft' 
“ and deftroyed it. Some Things, which a few of my Servants brought with them, they gave 
“ in Charge of the Fougedar’s People, to take care of them ; but they referved them for them- 
“ fclves, or rather for the Fougedar ; and though many of my Things were feen in his Hoiife, 
“ 1 never could recover a finglc Article. 1 am ftill in Mr. Scott’s Fadlory, which there is every 
“ Keafon to think will be attacked, as Numbers of People arc aftembled in the Neighbourhood 
for that Purpofc; and as the Fougedar pofitively refufes to grant the leaft Affiftance, God knows 
“ what may be the Confequence : However, as it is evident that Shumlheer Khan was the foie 
“ Caufc of this Difafter, I hope that exemplary Punilhment will be inflidlcd on him, and if I 
“ furvive I doubt not but I fliall be reimburfed for what I loft by his Villany. 

" 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ J. Gordon, Lieut.” 

The Deponent further faith, That both from Obfervation and Information, he doth believe 
that a general and univerfal InfurreAion took place, before the 1 5 th of September, in all the 
Country to the Eaftward of the Gogra, from Mangee to Baraitch, and on its Weftern Banks 
from the Borders of the Banaris Diftrifls to the Extremity of Kheirabad ; that it was created 
and fomented by the Agents of Rajah Cheit Sing, difafteS^ People at Pyzabad, and about the 
Vizeer’s Court; and that the Expullion of the Englilh was its Objcfl. In the Diftrifls of 
Gooruckpoor, and indeed in all the Pergunnahs below Fyzabad, it was generally allerted, and 
the Deponent never heard the Allertion contradicted, that the Rajah Cheit Sing furnilhed the 
principal 2^meedars, particularly the R«aht Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy, Ajeet Mull, Zalim 
Sing, and Perty Pall Sing, with conliderable Sums of Money, in order to fubfift the Force they 
colledcd on this Occafion ; and that he granted them oftenfible Cerdficaies under his Seal, en- 
gaging to difeharge whatever Expence they mieht incur in the Service of the Infurredion. 
Thefe Certificates and Perwannahs they received, or pretended to have received, under the 
^al of the Vizeer, confirming them in their hereditary Zemeedaries ; and appointing them 

3 T Aumils 
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Aumilsonthe Part of the Sirkarin their refpeftive Pergunnahs, galrtcd them an unbounded. 
Influence over the Inhabitants. The^umils of the Country in general were obliged to fly from 
their Stations v the Nujjeebs and Sebundy joined the infurgents, or difperfcd; all berry- boats 
were funk or deftroMit many of the Daock Hircarrahs were flam, and the reft obliged to fly, 
which eflFcaually ^ off all Correfpondence, as well as Communication, and the Country 
remained in a State of Diftraftion which cannot well be deferibed, until the Beginning of Ofto- 
berj when the News of our Succefs at Banaris, and the Nabob’s Heturn to Lucknow, calmed 

the Tumult. ’ , u 

Sworn this a6th Day of November Alexander Hannay. 

1781, before me, 

E. Impey. 


Num. 9. C. 

AfHdavit of Major M'Donald. 

John M‘Donald, Efqi Major commanding the Nabob Aflbf-ud-Dowlah’s Third Battalion of 
Sepoys, on Oath faith, That he the Deponent was ftationed at Amora, to aflift the Aumil in col- 
leiting the Company’s Tunka, alfo to proteft the Subjefts of his Excellency the Vizeer from the 
Depredations of Zalim Sing, the Rebel Rajah of the aforementioned Place Amora, alfo the At- 
tacks of others his Adherents : That the faid Deponent had been detached by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, fome Time in February 1780, with a Body of Horfe and Foot, in Pui fuit of the above- 
mentioned Rajah Zalim Sing, who, bcfidcs fequeftering the Rents of the Pergunnah, had com- 
pelled the Inhabitants to quit the Diftriff i and further, wantonly, and without Caufc, mur- 
dered Two of the principal Cannoongoes of the Pergunnah aforefaid. The Deponent could not 
come up with the flying Rajah, but followed him until he took to a large Jungle, that bounded 
the Country of the Vizeer to the Eaftward, and is the Weftermoft Limit of the Zemeedary of 
Cheit Sing, Rajah of Banaris. Zalim Sing was there received in the moft friendly Manner, and 
Proteftion promifed him. On this, the Deponent fent proper Spies to watch the Motions of 
Rajah Zalim Sing, and returned himfelf with the Troops to hislStation at Amora: That the 
Deponent learned by the Spies left about Zalim Sing, that be was allowed to refide openly under 
the Proteaion of Cheit Sing, and had Villages, alfo Lands, afligned for the Maintenance of 
himfelf and Followers. 

About the Twentieth of Auguft laft, the Deponent was informed, Cheit Sing had, after 
putting to Death Three Englilh Officers and Two hundred and Fifty Sepoys, fled from Ba- 
naris, and openly fet up the Standard of Rebellion, inviting ail Perfons, who could procure 
Arms, to repair to him, and by fighting under his Banner, extirpate the Fringies. The Road 
by which the Port ufually travelled from Banaris, became impalTable from the numerous Parties, 
it was faid, Cheit Sing had fent out, to cut oflf all Communication betwixt the Honourable 
Governor General and the different Sutions of the Army. As thfc Deponent could not obtain any 
authentic Account of the State of Affairs, he thought it beft to fend out Perfons to all Parts for 
Information, that he might judge from the State of the Country how Matters flood at the Place 
of the greateft Moment. The Country of the daring Rebel Cheit Sing, and the City of Fyza- 
bad, feemed to the Deponent the moft likely Places to furnilh the wiffied Intelligence. In 
the latter Place it was reported; firft, that the Honourable Warren Haftings Efqt had been 
maflacred at Banaris j then, that he had been cut off on bis Way to Chunar i at laft it was laid 
the Honourable Governor General was in Chunargur, but muftfoon fall into the Hands of the 
Banaris Rebel, as no Relief could poffibly reach the Place in Time to fave it •, and that Ihortly 
the Dcftruiftion of every Englilhman in thefe Parts would be cftcifted. From the Banaris Dil- 
triift the Deponent learnt, Cheit Sing had fummoned the Zemeedars of his Raje to join him 
with all the Troops they could raife, proroifing prefent Pay to thofc bearing Arms, and a Re- 
miffion of a Year’s Rent to all who repaired to his Standard. Many Rebels who had fled the 
Company’s and Nabob’s Territories, and taken Refuge in his Zemeedary, were furnilhed with 
Money, and joined by fuch Zemeedars, belonging to the aforefaid Banaris Rebel, as lay too far 
diftanc from the principal Scene of Aftion, to make a Diverfion both towards the Company’s 
Lands and thofc Parts of his Excellency's Dominions under the Charge of Englilh Officers, and 
endeavour to cut them all off, and thereby prevent any Affiftance being fent Irom either Goo- 
ruckpoor or Bahrakh. His Excellency the Vizeer repaired to Sultanpoor, about this Time, 
which prevented the Rebel Zalim Sing, alfo Petty Pall Sing, the Rebel of Bulfy, from quit- 
ting the Jungle i but they were bufy in making the neceflary Preparations, by raifing of Men, 
with the Money faid to be fent them by Cheit Sing in Fyzabad : The Khajahs • of the Vizeer’s 
Grandmother, as well as thofc of the Bow Begum, were raifing Men under varioua Pretences, 
and making every Preparation that might be ncccffary either for offenfive or defenfive War. 
During the Time the Nabob lay encamped at Sultanpoor, the Deponcni’s People were infulted 
and ill ufed in Fyzabad, by the Peons, Sepoys, and other Servants of Jewar Ally Khan and the 
Two Begums, as were all who made ufc of the Englilh Name, or were iuppofed to have any Con- 
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neftion of the Kindj but on its being known there that his Excellency had moved towards Chunar, 
no one who was a Servant of the Englilh could get Admittance into the City but by Stealth, or in 
Difguife I even the Duack from Lucknow was not allowed to pafs through as formerly, but obliged 
to make a large Circuit, and the Hircarrahs jput on different Appear^g^s to pafs unnoticed to 
Amora. After the Departure of the Nabob from Sultanpoor, as before Hicntioncd, the Rebels, 
who had been driven from the Province of Gooruckpoor, beean moving towards the Gogra. The 
Zemeedars of Amora, where the Deponent then rcfidcd, alfo thofc of the adjacent Pergunnahs, 
held frequent Meetings, and feemed big with fome great Plan. On or about the 29 th of Auguft, 
the Deponent received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, informing him, that his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob had written to him (Colonel Hannay) to join him immediately with a thou- 
fand Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five hundred Horfe. Four hundred Sepoys of the Deponent’s 
Battalion were ordered for this Service j alfo his Battalion Guns, and a hundred Horfe that be- 
longed to the Amora Station, were withdrawn, to make up the Number required by his Excel- 
lency. No fooner was this made public, than the Zemeedars abfented themfelvesj and the De- 
ponent learnt from all Parts of the Country, that every Man was getting ready his Arms, and 
that Cheit Sing's Name was in every Body’s Mouth ; that every Rajah in the Country had de- 
clared for him : That the Deponent endeavoured to get fome Nujjeebs to fupply the Place of the 
Troops called away ( but all in vain; every Attempt was rendered abortive by the Machinations 
of the Khajahs belonging to the Two Begums at Fyzabad ; and every Soul in that City feemed, 
from their Condud and Converfation, to look upon the Englilh as on the very Eve of Extermi- 
nation, forbidding any one to ferve the Fringies, but to repair to Cheit Sing and Saadut Ally — 
Nay, every Method and Way were tried to fcducc the Sepoys from the Deponent’s Battalion, 
which, however, did not fucceed while remaining under his Eye, but had the defired Eded upon 
the Nujjccb and Sebundy. After the Sepoys, Guns, and Horfe had crofled the Gogra, there 
was an End to all Government in that Part of the Country where the Deponent reflded. Not 
an Article of any Kind was to be had ; and but for the Deponent’s having forefeen the Situation 
he (hould be in, and provided accordingly, he would have been under the NecelTity of leaving 
his Station from the Want of Provifions. Thus furrounded on all Sides by lurking Enemies 
(for there was no knowing who to treat otherwife) the Deponent knew not when or from what 
Quarter the Blow was to be ftruck ; but on the 8th of September it broke out in all Parts. 
All Out Pods were driven into Camp ; the Roads in an Indant fecured by armed Parties ; 
Hircarrahs murdered, Sepoys attacked, and the intended DedruAion of every Englifhman 
openly declared, not only throughout the Pergunnah, Towns, and Villages, but even in the 
City of Fyzabad. To fuch Lengths was it carried by the People of jewar Ally Khan, and 
other Khajahs belonging to the Begums, that the Women of the Deponent’s Camp, that were 
fent acrofs the Gogra to be out of the Way of Danger, being obnoxious from the Connexion, 
were refufed that Protedion which the Sex in every Country meets with, but particularly in 
Hindodan claims as a Right. From the above Date, the Deponent was confined to the Limits 
of his Camp, nor had he any Road open but that to Rye Ghaut oppofite Owd, at which Place 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay then lay with a very fmall Force ; while the Country around him, 
alfo (he City of Fyzabad, feemed ready to commence Hodilities. On the lOth of September, 
Rajah Zalim Sing, accompanied by other rebellious Rajahs, appeared with a numerous Force 
on the Banks of the Gogra oppofite to Amora. The Deponent’s Spies brought him Intelligence 
from the Rebel’s Camp, that his, the Deponent’s Property, likewile that of all his Camp, was 
already divided ; that the Deponent’s Horfes, Camels, &c. Things worth Notice, the 
Rajah Zalim Sing referved to himfelf ; the red was to be given up to thofe who could get it. 
Moreover the Deponent faith, his People informed him that Rajah Zalim Sing had produced a 
Paper, which he, the Rajah, faid was a Sunnud from the Nabob, redoring him to his Zemee- 
(lary, appointing him Colie^or of the adjacent Pergunnahs, Budy and Nagger, alfo that he had 
the Nabob’s Diredlions to drive the Fringies out of bis Didrifls ; that he only waited for the Site * 
(Boats being already provided, from Fyzabad, which the Deponent knew abfolucely to be the 
Cafe) to crofs the Gogra, and carry the Nabob’s Orders into Execution. Further, that his Ex- 
cellency had altered his Sentiments regarding the Part he was to take in the prefent Conted 
that his Excellency fet out with the Intent of adhering to his Treaty with the Company, but 
that Mirza Saadut Ally wrote him he was to blame if he gave any Adidance ; that now was the 
Time to (hake off the Englilh Yoke ; that it might not be prudent to declare himfelf at once ; 
that he had only to dand neuter, and, under Pretence of defending themfelves, dired his Subjeds 
to cake Arms, and endeavour to prevent the Junction of the Englilh Forces, when the Matter 
would work of itfelf: Further, to direfi; the Aumils to fend no more Supplies of Money, which 
would caufe the Sepoys to leave the Englilh Service for want of Pay, while themfelves would 
have Plenty of Money. In the City of F'yzabad the fame Language prevailed as to the Money 
Part, and Stoppage of the Tunka, until the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan thought proper to ill'ue 
the Grants. During the Night of the lOth of Srotemfier Rajah Zalim Sing eroded the Gogra, and 
advanced within FourCofsof the Oeponent’'s Camp; on the Evening ot the iith the aforefaid 
Rajah pudied Three Pods to within a Mile of the Deponent’s Lines, and was to have moved from 
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his Catilp with his main Body when the Moon rofe. Th«s fituated, it was thought expcdicBt^ 
for the Safety of both Parties, that the Dwpncnt fibould joio Lieutenant Colonel Hannay while yet 
a PalTage was open ■, accordingly, about Two in the Morning of the 12th of September, the Depo. 
nent quitted his Camp at Amora, and marched to Rye Ghaut. The Deranent was Icarcety out of his 
Camp, when the RaJal^?eople rulhed into it, feizing ail thn could find, and murdered ibme 
unhappy Perfons who had negleAed to move in Front of the Deponent’s Party. The Deponent 
reached Rye Ghaut at Sunriic of the lath. As (bon as it was known atFyzabad, that Zalim Sing 
was in Fofleffion of Atnora, the whole City was in an Uproar from Joy, and the Deponent heard 
the Report and faw the Smoke of Guns that were difeharged at Fyzaba^, he Believes on the 
Occafion. The Deponent faith, He believed the Reports as before related at that Time, and ftill 
is of Opinion the Threats therein contained were intended to be carried into Execution had 
the League been fuccefsful ; nor did the Deponent then (or even at this Moment) doubt but 
what the Begums at Fyzabad and their Khajahs were in a League with Cheit Sing the Banaris 
Rebels and the Deponent is of Opinion that the Whole of the Difturbances that happened in the 
Parts where he refided, took its rile from the Rebellion of Rsqah Cheit Singi and the Deponent is 
further of Opinion, that it would not have extended itfelf fo wide in the (hort Time it really did, 
had it not been a Matter pre*concerted, and brought to light by mere Chance, ere properly ripe 
for Execution: And the Deponent further laitb. That he is of Opinion, from the many Conver< 
fations he the Deponent has held with feveral Perfons, Inbalntaots of the Rebel Cheit Sing’s 
Country, that the Rebellion has been meditating even fome Years; that the Deponent was in- 
formed the Matter was abfolutely debated in the Year 1779, and prevented only by the Voice of 
a Perfon about the Rajah, to whofe Judgment much Deference was paid by the Rajah Bulwant 
Sing, Father of the Rebel 

J. Macdonald. 

Sworn before me this zych 
Day of November 1781, 

£. Impey. 
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Affidavit of Captain David Williams. 

David Williams Elquire, Capuin of the Firft Battalion of his Excellency the Vizier Afibf-ud- 
Dowlsh’s Sepoys, on his Oatn declares, to the bed of his Remembrance and Belief, the fol- 
lowing Circumftances refpeding the State of the Country he was ftationed in, the Reports that 
prevailed there, and bis own Situation in it, during the Months of September and Odober 
One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one. Upon hearing that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing at Banaris, had become of a very ferious Nature, he deemed it reauifite to repair imme- 
diately CO hU Station at Gungowah, in the DidriA of Gooruckpoor ; accordingly he left Lucknow, 
by Dauck, on the Fird of ^ptember, and reached Sakrora the fame Evenins', on the Second, 
he arrived at Amora, and on the Third at Gooruckpoor. Upon the Road ^tween Budy and 
Meergunge, a Sepoy belonging to Major McDonald’s Battalion overtook him, and gave him 
Information that the Rebels had attacked a Pod in the Jungle, which they had carried. On his 
Arrival at Gooruckpoor, the Jemmadar who comman^d in the Fort acquainted him, that the 
Rajahs Futtch Saw, Genoo Roy, and Ajeci Mull, had received a very confiderable Sum of Money 
from Rajah Cheit Sing, to enable them to commence Hodilities in Gooruckpoor, and in the 
Company’s Didrifts, and that they had eroded the Gogra, and aifo, that they had Promifes 
of confiderable Sums of Money and Supplies of Men upon commencing their Operations. 
The Fourth, in the Evening, he arrived at Gungowah, and had the fame Reports confirmed to 
him by his Commandant, and mod of the People of that Place. On the Finh and Sixth, be 
got all Things in Readinefs to proceed, agreeable to the following Orders from Colonel Hannay, 
to Ackberpoor. 


To Captain Williams, commanding at Gooruckpoor. 

“ Sir, 

“ Having received the VizeePs Orders to join him without Delay with the greated Part of 
“ the Forces sAing Immediately under my Authority, I have to defire, that immediately 
on Receipt of this Letter, or as foon after as poQible, you do march with the Two 
** Grenadier Companies of your Battalion complete, and your Battalion Guns, and proceed with 
all pofliblc Expedition to Ackberpoor on the Road from Fyzabad to Sultanpoor, where 
“ you will receive further Orders. You will march by the Route of Gooruckpoor, and crofs 
** the Gogra at Taundeb, where you will find Three large Pattallies ready for your Pafiage. 
** The Four Companies of your Bsttalion datiotied at Budy, Dooreaparah, Dumreagungc, 
« and Baunfy, have alfo received Orders to march; but as the uunod Expedition is required, 
** they will proceed immediately under the Command of Lieutenant Gordon, and not wait your 
Arrival. The Four Companies of your Battalion in Gooruckpoor, and with Hurdial Sing, 
will remain under the Authority of Mahommed Shufiy Khan; and I have to defire you will 
“ particularly indruA the Subadars, commanding tltem to pay the driAed Attention -to 
2 “ fucb 
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Part in. 

«• fuch Oldefi ** th«y ft®*** Mabommed Shuffy Khan, during your Abfencc. 

•< 1 know BOC what Quantity of Ammunition the Companies at Bufty, dec. have with 
them » but it will be nweflary, if poOible, to bring a Quantity with you Sufficient to Supply 
“ the whole Six Companies of your Battalion under Orderi of March, wuh a Complement of 
ii Two bundled Rounds a Mam and inclofed you will receive a Letter from Mahommed Shuft'y 
M Khan defiring him to yield you every Affiftance in his Power, in order ro procure Carriage 
•« for the Tranfj^rt of it. What elfe may be wanted to exj^dite your March, >our own Pru- 
« dence and Zeal will fuggeft, and I have only to repeat it is neceffary you ihould make all 

..poffibleDifp«ch. .. Alcx.ndtr H.nn>y." 

On the Seventh he marched with Two Companies and Two Guns, having previoufly Sent 
Orders to the fcattered Detachments to repair to Gongowah, there to remain under the Diredions 
f the Aumil, agreeable to Colonel Hannay’s Orders. On the Eighth continued his March ; on 
the Evening of the fame Day certain Accounts were brought him, that the Boats on the Kivers 
and Nullahs were deftroyed, and the whole Country to the Gogra up in Arms ; and having 
alSo received Intelligence that Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy, and Ajcet Mull, with their Banditti, were 
encamped on the Road to Burragong, it determined him to return immediately to Gungowah, 
and proceed by the Way of Burragong and Chuprah to Buxar, to join Major Crawford’s Regi- 
ment with the Two Companies and Two Guns t by taking which Route, he would have had an 
Opportunity of driving off that Party, which would have freed the Country from the principal 
Kc^l On the Ninth he returned to Gungdwahj and, as the Commotions in the Country 
Seemed evidently to increafe, fince the detached Parties who were direfted to repair to Gungowah 
had been feverally attacked on their Way, as they came in, he Sent Orders to Hurdial Sing, Com- 
mandant Stationed at Itchmul, to repair with all Expedition to Gungowah with Two Companies 
and Guns belonging to the Fougedar of that Place, and in the Evening informed the Aumil 
Mahommed Shufiry Khan of his Intention of proceeding by Chuprah to Banaris, and gave hint 
Advice rcfpeaing the Defence of the Country during his Abfencc. The Detachment was or- 
dered to march on the Tenth. About One o’Clock in the Morning the Jemmadar attached to the 
Guns came and informed him that the Companies had mutinied, and would not march without 
havim^ their Arrears paid them. In the Morning he went to the Parade, and ordered the Men 
to falTinj they paraded with Reludance and Difficulty, particularly the Left Hand Company, 
commanded by Khan Mahommed Subadtr. When they were got under Arms, he acquainted 
them that he was concerned they were not paid fo regularly as he could have wilhed, but if there 
were any of them that were diftrclTed for Subfiftence, he would advance them as much of bis own 
Money as they required, as foon as they came tp their Ground that Dayj but that it was indif- 
pcnfably necclTary that they Should march with all Expedition to attack a Party of Futteh Saw, 
&c ’s Troops, which had taken PofleSBon of the Ghaut in the Jerry Jungle, before they lliould 
have Time to fortify themfelves. They were filent j he dittoed them to march off. When they had 
gone about One hundred Yards from the Parade, one of the Men ftepped out of his File, and 
demanded all the Arrears of Pay due to him j he immediately feized the Bayonet of the Muti- 
neer with an Intention of putting him to Death ; when Six or Seven Men turned out, fixed 
their Bayonets, and made the lame Demand i the Black Officers remained Silent and inactive •, he 
ordered his Commandant to march on, and ordered the Mutineers to take oflf their Coats, as 
they were not worthy of being Soldiers, and that his MoonShy would pay them their Arrears that 
Inftanti many more joined them in a few Minutes, loaded their Pieces, laid hold of the Moon- 
Shy, and were going to put him to Death. When he found that to be the Cafe, and that al- 
moft the whole Two Companies were engaged in the Mutiny, he ordered the Party to return, 
as it was in vain to proceed. A Short Time after, the whole Party Surrounded him. Some with 
loaded Arms and fixed Bayonets, having alfo loaded the Guns with Grape, and with one Voice 
demanded their Arrears might be paid off. He remonftrated, that it was impoffiblc for him 
to comply with their Demands, but that all the Money he had, or could get. Should be diftributed 
amongft them, if they would obey his Orders. For about Three Hours they bcljavcd in the moll 
licentious Manner, and were proceeding to brCak open the Treafure Cheft v at laSV, however, 
he prevailed upon them to receive Three Months Pay. Upon this being given them they re- 
turned to their Lines, but kept Gentries at the Bungalow. After this he fent for the Two 
Subadars, and defired them to found the Men, and try if they could induce them, upon Pro- 
mise of Forgivenefs for what they had done, to return to their Duty. They came back, and re- 
ported, that they would confent to obey upon thofe Conditions. He went to the Parade in the 
Evening, and promifed them Forgivenefs j upon which they took an Oath to obey his Orders, 
upon Condition that they were not to march to Banaris j fo that it became imprafticabic to 
profccute the Inteniioni he hwi formed. However, in a few Hours more they again mutinied i 
and, to the beft of his RecoUeflion,, they propofed to march to Banaris, and join Cheit Sing and 
Saadut Ally, who, as they laid, would pay them their Arrears, *nd make them great Men •, 
adding, that all the Europeans were cut off, and that he, meaning the Deponent, was the only 
Perfon left in the Country. In the Evening the Two Subadars Khan Mahommed and Buftour 
Sing came to him, and propofed to carry him Prifoner to Banaris. On the Twelfth he repre- 
® g U fcntcd 
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rented to them, that if they did not immediately march to attack Futtch Saw, &c. who had already 
ported Detachments within Sight of thaiffantonmcnts, and, as he was informed, was lying near 
Huffanpoor with near Seven thoofand Men, they would bediftreflird for Provifion, fince the whole 
Country was in Arms. Jift-fent for all the Black Officers, and begged and Iwreated of them to ofe their 
Influence over the Men upon this Occafion; but they were deaf to all he could fay. Had they 
complied, he was confident of Succefs againrt the Rebels, as Dadjoo Sing and Gobindhim Miflcr 
had engaged to make a Diverfion in his Favour upon their Rear, whilft he attacked them in Front. 
In the Evening they came to a Determination to march to Fyzabad to the Begum 5 who they alfo 
declared would pay them their Arrears, and take them into her Service; but on the Thirteenth, 
before they had carried thefe Intentions into Execution, he was joined by Hurdial Sing, with 
Two weak fickly Companies *, and having borrowed Money fufficient to pay them the Three 
Months Fay which the others had received, and thereby render them upon an Equality, they 
remained ftaunch, though every poffible Means had been taken by the Mutineers to corrupt 
them. Shortly after this he received Information, that the Fort of Gooruckpoor had been at- 
tacked by near Six thoufand Rebels. There was a Jemmadar and about Fifty Men in the Fort, 
who behaved moft gallantly. The Attack commenced near Nine o’Clock in the Evening. They 
carried the outward Fort, which was too extenfive ; and the Party were obliged to retire to 
the Citadel, where there were upwards of Two hundred Prifoners confined. They endeavoured 
to feize the Sepoys in which Attempt Nineteen of them were put to death, and many wounded. 
The Attack continued till near Four o’Clock in the Afternoon} when Shawmut Khan, a Jemma- 
dar, and Nine Men, who had been ordered to march there from Puroonah, at the Beginning of 
the Difturbances in the Country, arrived in the Town*, the People told them to thrown down their 
Arms, and run off to the Jungles to favc their Lives; for it was impoffible for them to get into 
the Fort, as it was furrounded by Six thoufand Rebels, who muft carry it in a few Minutes, The 
Jemmadar, with admirable Prefence of Mind, replied. That he was only the advanced Party, and 
that the Captain and the Guns were clofe after them ; called out to a Man to run and bring them 
up, that the whole of the Rebels might be dertroyed } and immediately fired upon the Rebels. 
The Report inftantly fpread ; a Panic feized the whole, and they ran off in the utmoft Confu- 
fion. He joined the Jemmadar in the Fort with his Nine Men ; They fallicd out after the 
Rebels, and cut off about Two hundred of them. During the Attacks, the Rebels frequently 
called out to the Jemmadar to deliver up the Place to them, as they had Perwannahs from the 
Begum, Cheit Sing, and Saadut Ally, for what they did. 

Having received Orders from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay to proceed towards him, and 
alfo a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, acquainting him that it was Colonel Hannay’s Wifli 
he fhould join him at Amora, informing him of the Lofs of Two Companies of his 
Battalion which were with Lieutenant Gordon; on the Fifteenth he mdrehed from Gon- 
gowah with the Aumil and Fougedars of the Country, and all the Stores of his Battalion. 
The March proved exceedingly fatiguing, on account of the Country's being under Water, 
and mort of the Nullahs unrordabie, and no proper Boats upon them for croffing. Oil the 
Twentieth arrived at Gooruckpoor, where he found Two Companies belonging to his Batta- 
lion, which were direded to join Lieutenant Gordon, but not being able to effeft it, they 
had been under the Ncceffity of returning to Gooruckpoor, alfo a Company of Major M‘Donald*s 
Battalion, which had been obliged to retire from Burty. On the Nineteenth received a Letter 
from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, which determined him to remain at Gooruckpoor till he re- 
ceived further Orders, and wrote a Letter in Anfwer, propofing to march by the Route of 
Mugger and Burty, to chaftife Zalim Sing ac Amora, and Lieutenant Colonel Hannay (hould 
advance by the Route of Mahadea^ tb Amora, which he thought would be the moft prac- 
ticable Means of quieting the Rebellibn in the Country. He was under a Ncccffity of borrowing 
Money to pay his Companies at Gooruckpoor, and alfo Major M‘Don8ld’s Company, and to make 
up the Ammunition that was damaged by the Weather, and repair the Tumbrils and Limbers: 
His Battalion being ill furnHhed with Arms and Ammunition, and the Draft Cattle very bad, 
which retarded him much during his March to Gooruckpoor, The Thirteenth received a Letter 
from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, and wrote, for Anfwer, that he would march for certain on the 
Second of Oftober ; but the Difficulty he found in procuring a fufficient Quantity of Frovifion, 
and Carriage for it, as the whole Country was hoftile, and Bodies of armed Men, to the Amount 
of fcvcral Thoufands, were actually in the Town ; added to the heavy Rain which fell on the 
Fourth and Fifth, rendered it impra&icable for him to march till the Sixth. During the Time he 
remained at Gooroukpoor, it was currently reported and given out by the rebellious Rajahs, that 
they adted in conformity to the Orders they had received from Cheit Sing, Saadut Ally, and the 
Begums, to raife an Infurrcdlion in the Country, and to deftroy the Englilh wherever they 
found them. Many Letters were intercepted, but the neceffary Care was not taken of them, and 
they were either dertroyed or loft. Having the Raubty and fcveral Nullahs to crofs, he did not 
reach Baunfy till the Ninth, which is dittant about Two-and-twenty computed C06. On the 
Ninth in the Evening a violent Storm of Rain began, which hfted to the Sixteenth, with fcarccly 
an Hour’s Intermiflion, which rendered it totally imprafticable to march during that Time, as 
the whole Country was overflown, and the Rivers quite full. The March from S^akrora was ex- 
tremely tedious and difficult, great Delays being occaftoned by the Neceffity he was under of 
4 making 



( 263 ) 


Pakt III. 

ak'mK Bridges, added to the Interruptions he fuffered from the frequent Skirmifncs he had with 
the Or the different Difl:ri^ls he paffcd through, ^n the 23d he arrived at Goondah, and 

* n the Day following joined Colonel Hannay at Sakrora, with Eight Companies of his own Batta- 
lion and a Company of Major M'Donald’s Battalion. The Aumils a nd Fo ugedars of Gooruck- 
ooor came under his ProteiSlion, and a Number of People in Office in th^olledions ; the Gun 
Poncing to the Fougedary he brought with him, being the only one in the Didrid he command- 
ed During his March from Gooruckpoor to Sakrora, the Rebels who harafied gave out, that 
every Mcafore they took was in compliance with the Diredtions they received from the Bc- 
eum^ Saadut Ally, and ChcU Sing. Since the Time of his being appointed to the Command of the 
Battalion, in January One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, he has only received I'wo 
Months Pay, on its Account, from his Excellency the Vizeer, to the prefent Time, November tlic 
Twenty-feventh : His Battalion was difpcrlcd in fuch a Manner, and at fo great a Diftance, that 
he hardly ever had above Two Companies with him, till they joined him by Degrees. During the 
Rebellion, he continually advifed Colonel Hannay of his Situation, but it appears few of his Let- 
ters reached him, as the Communication was (hut up. 

Sworn this ayth Day of November D. Williams, , , r 

1781, before me. Captain, commanding the ift Battalion of 

' * E. Impey his Excellency the Vizeer’s Sepoys. 


Num. 9. E, 

Affidavit of Captain John Gordon. 

John Gordon Efquire, Captainln the Corps of Sepoys of his Excellency Aflbf ud-Dowl.ih Nabob 
Vizeer, on his Oath faith, That he crofled the Gogra on the 6th of September at Chowrah, with 
Four Companies of Sepoys, and about Eighty Horfc (in all, near 400) under his Command} 
that he law the Country was difaffedfed, but judged his Force to be fufficient to join Colonel Han- 
nay at Akberpoor } indeed the Deponent did not conceive that his Excellency’s Troops, marching 
to join him by his Command, could meet with any Interruption. On the 7th, at Day-break, the 
Deponent marched, and about Half a Mile from Chowrah, when croffing a Nullah, he oblerved 
creat Bodies of Men affemblcd to oppofc his March ; he immediately made what he judged to be 
the bed Difpofttion of his fmall Corps, and the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit } tor 
though, during the whole of the March of Eight tofs, they were attacked and often furrounded 
by incredible Numbers of People, yet they conllantlv beat them off, killing and wounding many 
of them, and arrived, with very little Lofs, about One o’Clock in the Afternoon, at the Tereca 
Nullah, which runs by Taundeh, bringing the whole of the Bazar and Baggage in the moll perfett 
Safety } the Deponent then imagined himfclf in a Friend’s Country, and intended crolfing the Nul- 
lah, that his People might halt for the Day and refreffi after their very fatiguing March; for this 
Purpofc he ordered the Bazar and Baggage to be fent over, and Part of the Sepoys to Hand to 
their Arms, as great Numbers of their Enemies were ftill in Sight j but his Surprize was extreme 
when he was informed, that the Boats were all on the other Side of the Nullah, hnd that none of 
them were permitted to crofs. The Deponent immediately wrote a I .etter to the Begum’s Aumil, 
Shumffiecr Khan, acquainting him that he was marching with the Vizeer s Troops, by his Order, 
to join him } that he, the Deponent, was aftonilhed at his ftopping the Ghaut ; and definng Boats 
might be fent for the Tranfport of the Detachment. To this no Anfwer was made, but imme- 
diately Three Guns were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to the Detachment, and a Number 
of Matchlock Men were polled on the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if any Body 
pafltd. There were then near the Ghaut a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whole 
Gomaftah, notwithftanding his utmoft Intreaties, was prevented from fending them by Shumfficer 
Khan j who threatened the Plunder of his Fadory, and even his Life, if he attempted it. This 
was cold the Deponent by the faid Gomaftah repeatedly, and the Deponent believes it to be true, 
as it correfponds entirely with every other Part of Shumfficer Khan’s Condud. The Deponent, 
upon being refufed a Paflage, took poffeffion of a very ftrong Ground, furrounded on Three 
Sides by the Gogra, and the Nullah on the Fourth Side, whence only he could be attacked by the 
Country People } he ordered the Sepoys to make a Breaft Work, by piling up of Planks, of whic li 
there were a great Number} and as he had Ammunition and Provifions, he intended to wait there 
until he could procure Boats, or difeover a Ford. While the Deponent was thus empluyet , 
Mahommed Rum Beg, the Jemmadarof Horfe, had fwam acrofs the Nullah, and procured 1 cr- 
million for his People to follow him, which they immediately did. No Anfwer coming from the 
Fougedar, the Deponent defired his Moonffiy to go to him, and explain the Matter •, he accorc - 
ingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a Paffage, he was refufed, and infultcd in Terms the molt 
abufive to the Engliffi. He returned, and telling this, the Deponent ordered him to take an hle- 
phant and fwim overj but when be attempted to enter the Nullah with the Animal, the Nujjecbs 
pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him to defift : The Sepoys fficing this, and that the 
Horfemeo were permitted to fwim acrofs, naturally imagined that the Objcdlion was to the Lngliili 
only, and their AdherenUi they thought it fafeft to abandon the Deponent, whom they mull have 
colluded to be devoted, and throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the ^ 

of the Horfemen, in fwitnming acrofs the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumfheer Khan, 
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«f giving the Deponent up to his Fate. One of the Subadars reprefented to Two others, 
the Folly of fuffering for One Perfon^jand propofed to them to deliver up the Deponent to 
Shumlhcer Khan or to the Country Peoffle •, but the Propofal was rcjefted with Scorn, and One of 
the Subadars reported the Behaviour of the other imm^iately to the Deponent: The Defertion, 
however, was almoft alBTplete ; for in a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men re- 
mained, including OfHccrs. It was almoft Evening when Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, with great DifR. 
culty, at lad obtained PermiiTion from ShumOiecr Khan to fend One Boat, but it came too late to 
renderany cITeftual Afllftancc, for with the few Sepoys who remained. Command was at an End and 
as mod of the Deponent’s Servants had gone off, his Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, who 
foon carried off and dedroyed it. Some Things which a few of his Servants brought with them, 
they gave in Charge to the Fougedar’s People, who promifed to take care of them, but they re- 
I'ervcd them for themfelves, or rather for the Fougedar j and though many of the Deponent’s 
Things were feen in his Houfe, he could never recover a fingle Article. For many Days during 
the Stay of the Deponent in Mr. Scott’s Fadtory it was threatened to be attacked •, and Shumfheer 
Khan, though often applied to by Mr. Scott’s Gomadah, condantly refufed to grant the lead 
AfTidance; Notwithdanding this, Shumlhcer Khan was, and the Deponent believes is dill, con- 
tinued in Olhee -, and while the Deponent was at Fyzabad, Shumlhcer Khan came there, and 
was well received by the Begum and her Miniders : From all which Circumdanccs the Deponent 
is convinced, that Shumlhcer Khan could not have dared to adt as he did, had he not been autho- 
rized by the Begum and her Miniders, or at lead had he not known that fuch Condud would be 
agreeable to them. 

J. Gordon. 

Sworn this 27th Day of November 
1 7*) I, before me, 

E. Impey. 


TENTH PARCEL. 

Num. 10. 

Affidavit 0/ Jean Honorc Mordelait, Private of the Company of Chafleurs. 

Jean Honorc Mordelait, Natif de Corbcll, Province dc I’lflc de France, fait Serment, et dit, 
Qu’etant maladc i Mirzapour il fdt laiffc en arricrc avec Quatorze de fes Camaradcs, lui inclus, 
tous fervant dans la Compagnie de Chafl'eurs, commandee par le Capitaine Doxat *, lorfque le dit 
Capitainc marcha avec les Troupes qui compofoient le Detachement comtnandc par le Capitaine 
Mayalfrc ; que lors du Depart du dit Capitaine, le Raja dc I’Endroit les fit entrer en fon Entou- 
rage pour plus dc Surctc contre les Voleurs qui I’cnvironnoient ; que furleuts Reprefentations 
qu’ils n’avoicnt pas d’ Argent pour fc fournir dcs Vivre, il leurfit donner k manger chaque Jour 
par iin Bannia, qu’il les conlbla et les alTura qu’allant voir ce qui fe paflbic I I’Entour de fon ter- 
rain ilcherchcroitaprcs un Moyen de lesfaire pafler i Chandernagore *, que dcs lors il nc revint point; 
Que le Commandement etant alors devolu au Second, il les fit appeller le Trcnticmc, et Icur donna 
Deux Roupies a chacun pour fervir I unc Route qu’ils devoient fairc de Deux Jours dc Chemin ; 
qu’il Icur fit ffavoir que e’etoit fes Ordres de les renvoyer dc la, et qu’il avoir auffi rcfu Ordre dc 
cooler tous les Battcaux palFant par Mirzapour : Que pendant cc Temps Cinquante dc fes Gens 
furent envoyes pour s’emparer dc leurs Armes, et que ccs Gens prirent un Inventaire dc cc qui ap; 
partenoit a la Compagnie •, que Ic Lendemain ils filrcnt contraincs dc fc mettre en Route, leur Sacs 
places fur des Chameaux, fur Icrquellcs ils ffirent obliges de monter a grands Coups de Fouct 
pour ceux qui refufoient; Que durant Icur Route ils eurent toutes Sortes d’lndignites, qu’onlcur 
crachoit au Vifage, qu’on les battoit. Que la fecondc journce un dc fes Camarades fut aflez heu- 
reux dc mourir •, que le Chemin qu’ils faifoient etoit parmi dcs Gorges dc Montaignes, et qu’avec 
les Detours qu’ils firent il croit que le Trajet jufqu’a Laiiiffghur, ou ils arriverentle Deuzieme 
dc Septembre, etoit plus dc 40 Cofs : Qu’a la fin dc la premiere Journec ils s’arrctcrent a 
un petit Fort dans les Gorges, ou leur mauvais Traitement flit redouble. Qu’arrive a Laitiffghur 
ceux qui vinrenc avec cux fc difperferent i qu’ils fiVent entoures pendans deux Heures qu’ils y 
refierent par environ deux ou trois millc Gens qui les infulterent grofficrement, et parti- 
culicrement, les accufa d’avoir afiafline le Raja de Gualier : Qu’un de leur Camarades, nomme 
Francois, fAt mene aupres du Raja lequcl a fon Rctour leur declara que ie Raja I’avoit alTurc 
qu’en cas qu’il lui amena Compagnie Fran(oife qu’il auroit fon Pain. C^’apres ils fOrent conduits 
hors dc l.aitifFghur de la meme Maniere qu’auparavant fou le Garde de quelques Sepoys, et 
aucies Gens armes, a une petite Maifon fortifiee au dc lade Laitiffghur uoe Cols fur le Chemin 
de Beejahghur i que ces Gens y refierent pour les garder : Qu’on ne Icur donna ni a manger ni 
boire ; C^e le Lendemain, cunt le troifi^me, un Chef de Laitiffghur avec dix Sepoys et envi- 
ron 40 1 lommes armes les fit Ibrtir a unc Portee dc Fufil de la Maifon : Qii’ils lierent leurs 
Mains derriere leurs Dos } et qu’en ceite Pofition ils leur crierent si manger, leur montrant des 
Vivres ii quclquc Difiance dans dcs Corbeilles. Qu’aprcs s’etre amufe pendant une Heui#ou 

deux 



( 265 ) 

^*’^^*^LrMireres ces Barbarcs drcrent Icurs Sabres et commcnccrent Ic Maffacre : Que le 
Ar pafl^ tr.ver, du Corps, et an tgnd Coup dc Fied for les Reins pour 

lufdit . QuVn^cet Etat il feignit le More, et dcM de fe$ Camaradts lombant fur lui 

‘‘cSffa Feint?! Qoe les Meurtrim fc retirant apres ce Carnage, il^alles dc Force pour 
cacbcrcnt w r ^ Difcretion des Tigren^alfa route la Nuit 5 

‘^'uSle^ AendemL il defcendit i un Ruiffcau pour boire dc I’Eau i quMl Wt vu 

^ ^ framMirn rds et amcnc i TEndroit d*ou il ctoit forti Ic Jour avant •, que les Habuants 
f/raffureV^t contre outc Craintc de fa Vic : Qu® lui donna poor lu. et fa l-emme 

K i Sar Tour, laquclle Subfiftance lui fCit continue par moyen d one Garde qo. montoit 

^ ^«rrcfcvVchMoe Jour dc Laitiffghur : Que parmi les Gens qui eto.cnt la, .1 nc recoonv^t 
" T de St QuUcs tflerent : Que Ic 20, le Jour que le Raja s’enfuit de f ' 

r-^ t fea Troupes efirent pafl^cs auprcsdc I’Endroitou le fofdit ctoit, il Ic rcnduiLauiffghur 
1 “' / JleTSermcmefotmis a^ Que la Noit du .0 ou 21 il 

fAt*oblke de fc cachcr, pour fc mettre i I’abn des Gens qui pilloicnt de tous C 6 tes : Que le 

L^ndemain Matin i I'Entrcc do Major Crabb il fOt decouvert et heoreulcmcnt m.s en 

foWitTak SrmeSe’J^di;: de plus qu‘il ctoit qoe le Maffacre A*?; f * 

r.berc et que ce nc pouvoit ctre le Refolut d'aucunc Caufe, comme ces Canoaradc e lu. etotent 
S IrifteJpoord^momrer aucun Signe de Joie, s’abandonnant i la Mortd apres la mauva.s 
TrStement qu’ils avoient fubits : Qu'au contrairc quant ils cntcndircnt le Matin du Jour du 
MaffacTe le^ruit des Canons et ^s Fufils, ils s'entredifoient tout doucement que Icur De- 
ftruAionVeroit la Confequence infaillible en cas qoe les Troupes du Raja perdrwent la Bataille : 
Ouc mcme lots dc ceitc Communication d’Idecs, ils n’y avoicnt aucuns dc leurs Gardes ou autres 
^ns Dour’les ccoutcr •, que leurs Exprcffions i ce Sujet fc paffirent, lots du Bruit des Canons 
et dcs^Fufils, Icquel ctoit dc grand Matin : Que leurs Mcurtricrs n arrivoircnt dc Lamffghur 
ou’environ les onze Heurcs : Que deux Heures fe paflerent i Iwr contraindre dc tirer Habits, 
Chajear &c au’au lieu d^ Meurtre ils fflrent conduis en Chena.fe, et gu'il ctoit environ 
unc Heure apres Midi, quand cct Aftc dc Barbaritd fOt comtnife. Mordclait. 

Sworn before me, this 5 th Day of 
December 1781. 

E, Impey. 


Tranllation of the foregoing Affidavit. 

Tohn Honorc Mordclait, Native of Corbcll, a Province in the Iflc of 
Oath That being fick at Mirzapoor, he was left behind with Fourteen of his Comrades, himfclf 
included, all of whom belonged to the Company of Chaffeurs commanded by Captain Doxat, 
whS faid Captain marched with the Troops which compofed the Detachment commanded by 
Smain Mayaff^^^^^^^^ upon his Departure.\he Rajah of the Place made them co^e 'vnhin h 
own Premifes, for the greawr Safety againft the Thieves which furrounded thetn : That on their 

reprefenting they had no Money to fupply thcmfclves tL upJn 

fomethine to eat every Day by a Banian : That he comforted them, and affured theui, that upon 
fccing what paffed round his Seraglio, he fought for Means to tranfport them to Chandcrnagorc . 
Thaffl tC^ nonreturn: tL the Command J-g then devolved upo^^^^^^ 

Second, he had them called before him on the Thimcth, an gave Orders were to fend 

for the Journey of Two Days they were to take : ^1*** J’* ‘ .. . « namptr bv Mirza- 

tbem from thlnce ; and that he had alfo received Orders to Sat bole 

poor: That during this Time, Fifty of his People were fent to A'-m* . and that t ho c 

Pcoole took an Inventory of what belonged to the Company : That the next Day they were 
obliged to begin their Journey, with their Baggage plac^ on Camels, which they 
to Lunti and thofc 'who rJufed. received violent Blows t 

Route eve y Sort of Indignity was offered to them: That they fpit f the uVad 

them fo. tb« on the fecond Day one of hU Companions was fo f 

he Llieve, the JourSey to Laitiffghur, where they arrived tbe id f 

Cofs • That at the Clofc of the firft Day they ftopt at a fjmall Fort in the PalTci, where 

“Tblx^Tr 

difoerfed • That they were furrounded for Two Hours, and remained there, among about 1 wo or 

infultcd them grofsly, and P-'^u^ ISZ 

aOaffinated the Rajah of Gwallior : That one of their Companions. hTm that In 

before the Rajah, and declared to them, at 1”* J^^***^*!^ fj'*® * frr • That afterwards they 
cafe he brought the French Company to him. he ffiould be provided (ot x That afterwards ci«y 

were conduled out of Laitiffghur in the fame Mao^ as before, ''y/X Koa 7 from 

other armed Men, to a fmall fortified Houfe beyond . . . nothing cither to 

Begahghur ; That thofe People remained there to guard them : That they had nothing 
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eat or drink given to them ; That the next Day, being the Third» s Chief of Laitiffghur, with 
'1 cn Sepoys, and about Forty armcdj^cn, made them go out to the Diilance of a Mufltct 
from (he iioufe : That they tied th^ Hands behind their Backs i and that in this Pofuion the* 
told them to eat ■, (hewing them Provifions in Bafkets at ibme Diftance : That after having 
amull-d thcmrclves^fyr an Hour or two with their Mifcry, thefe Barbarians drew their Sabres and 
began the MaiTacrc : That the Deponent had a Bayonet pafled through his Body, and a violent 
Kick on the Reins to make it come out : That in this Situation he feigned Deaths and Two of 
his Companions falling upon him covered the Deceit : That the Murderers retising after this 
Carnage, he had Strength enough to retreat to the Jungles, Twenty Pacesfrom the Place: That 
he palt the Night at the Mercy of the Tjgers : That on the next Day being parched with Thirft, 
he went down to a Brook to drink: That he was feen by feme Country People, and carried to 
the Place which he hatl left the preceding Day : That the Inhabitants afTured hint his Life wa 
in no Danger : That their Chief gave him Eight Pice every Day for his Wife and himfelf, which 
Subfiftencc was continued to him by means of a Guard, which was mounted and relieved every 
Day from Laitiffghur. That lie did not recollcft the Perfons of any of the Murderers among the 
People here ; That on the loth, the Day the Rajah fled from Laitiffghur, after he and his 
Troops had paffed near the Spot where the Deponent was, he went to Laitiffghur unmolefled, 
and Was even let at Liberty by the Inhabitants : That in the Night from the aoth to the aift he 
was obliged to lie concealed (o fave himfelf from the People, who were pillaging on all Sides : 
'1 hat the next Morning, at the h ntry of Major Crabb, he was difeovered, and fortunately placed 
in Safety from all further Purfuit. The Deponent moreover declares upon Oath, That he 
believes the Malfacrc proceeded from a deliberate Aft, and that it could not have been occafioned 
by any Caufe, liis Companions and himfelf being too forrowful to flicw any Sign of Joy, as they 
had abandoned thcmlVlvcs to Death after the lIKtreatment they had met with : That on the con- 
trary, when on the Morning of the Maffacre they heard the Report of the Cannons and Mulkcts, 
they laid to each other Ibftly, that their Deflruftion would be the infallible Confequence, in cafe the 
Rajah’s Trwps ihould lofe the Battle : That even at this Communication of Ideas there were 
rionc of their Guards nor any other Perfons preleot to hear them : That their Converfation on this 
Subjeft paired when the Noife of the Cannons and Mufkets was heard, when it was broad Day- 
light : That their Murderers did not arrive from Laitiffghur till about Eleven o’clock ; That Two 
Hours paffed in making them take off their Cloaths, Hats, &c. : That they were led in their 
Shirts to the Place where the Murders were commitced^ and that it was about One ©’Clock in the 
Afternoon when this Aft of Barbarity took place. 

Sworn before me, (Signed) Mordclait. 

this 5th Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) £. impey. 


ELEVENTH PARCEL. 

Nvm. iu 

AfEdavit of I.ieutenaot Colonel Hannay. 

Alexander Hannay Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel in the Service of the Honourable United Ball 
India Company, maketh Oath, and faith, That in the Month of September laft (1781) he com- 
manded a Body of Troops (Horle and Foot) in the Service of the Nabob Vizeer: That on the 
loth ot that Month, being encamped at Ryegunge, near Fyzabad, employed in tranfporting the 
laid Tmops acrofs the River Gogra, in order to aft againft the infurgents to the Northward of 
that River, in the Evening he received Intimation from a Perfon living in the Zennana, that 
the N.ibob Begum (Grandmother to the Nabob Vizecr Aflbf-ud-Dowla) had, through her 
Agents, prevailed upon the principal jemmadar of Horfc, to engage to detach himfelf from the 
laid Deponent, and to abandon him ; and further warning the faid Deponent to attend to his 
own pcrfonal Safety, as there was an Intention of detaining him at Fyzabad : That this Inti- 
mation was given to the Deponent in the Prefence of Lieutenant Charles Middleton, to whom the 
Deponent did communicate it s and that, during the whole Courfe of that Day (the loth of 
September) he the Deponent had not been able to prevail on any of the Horfemen to crofs 
the River — a Mattir which he could not until then account for, but which ferved to imprefs him 
lb ftrongly with a Belief of the Truth of the Information he had received, that he fent for the 
principal Jemmadar of Horle, circumftantially communicated the faid Information to him, and, 
forcibly as be was able, dated to him the Treachery, Difgrace, and Infamy, infeparablc from 
lb unmanly a Behaviour: That the faid Jemmadar of Horfe appeared much affefted at the Con- 
verfation, and acknowledged that the Information was true in every Circumftance, except that 
of his having acceded to the Pfopolals that were made to him, which he declared he had re* 
jefted ) but laid, they bad alfo been made to the other Jemmadars of Horfe by the Agents of 
both the Begums (the Nabob Vixeer’a Mother aad Grandmother) } and the Truth of this Aflfcr- 
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tion was afterwards affirmed to the faid Deponent by Two of the faid Jcmmadars* and fe- 
deral of the inferior Officers and private Horfenr^ ‘ The Deponent further dcclarcth, 
That the abovc-iecitcd Converfation paffed in his the Defponent’s Tent, to the beft of his Rccol- 
leftion and Memory, on the Night of the lOth of September, in th**||iccreiice of Lieutenant 
Charles Middleton ; and that, as the ftid Lieutenant Charles Middleton did iiot perfc^lly under- 
ftand the Mobfifh Language, in which the Converfation was held, he the Deponent explained the 
Nature and Subjeft of it to him as foon as the jemmadar left the Tent. The Deponent further de- 
chreth. That he is reftrained from mentioning the Names of the Jemmadars alluded to, from an 
Apprehenfion that their Names becoming public, might operate to their Prejudice, if not Ruin j 
but that the Fafts which he hath depofed are Truth. ' 

Sworn before me (the Deponent declaring on Alexander Hannay, 

his Oath, that the above Affidavit is writ- 
ten in his own Hand-writing at Banaris) 
this 31ft Day of December 1781, 

Warren Hafiings. 


Minute of the Board, entered in the Confultations of 14 January 1782. 

The Board having already paded their Opinion, in Terms of the fulled Approbation, upon 
the Governor General’s Condud and Management in the Suppreflion of the Rebellion of Cheit 
Sing, and the Regulation of the Province and City of Banaris they think it unneccITary to 
repeat their Opinion of thofc Meafurcs. 

They cannot at the fame Time but remark, that the Explanations which the Governor Ge- 
neral has given in fome Parts of his Proceedings, during his firft Difeuffions with Cheit Sing, and 
fubfequent to the Convulfion, are rather an open Avowal of the Motives that adluated his Mind, 
than the guarded Reprefencations of a public Officer, dating to his Employers the Meafurcs 
which an extraordinary Situation influenced, dictated, andjudifled. 

To a liberal and candid Tribunal, fuch was the natural, and certainly the wifed Appeal. The 
Gcnerofiry and Judice of a Britifh Tribunal looks more to tlie real Motives and Zeal of their 
Agent, than to the preconcerted Artifice of his Conduft, or the legal DiCcriminations of his 
Defence. Even where a public Mcaftire is unfuccefsful, the Refponfibility required by the 
Agent (if rifqued upon public Principles) is frequently his Judificacion, and in many Cafes 
entitles him to Applaufe. 

In thefe didant Dominions the ruling Servants of the State attend more to thofe Rules and 
Forms which proteft from Refponfibility, than to an ardent Purfuit of the public Intered ; under 
every private Rifque, the Hands of Adminidration may fecurc thcmfelvcs againd Condemnation, 
even though the Country (hould be lod through their Mifmanagement. 

It was not by avoiding perfonal Refponfibility that the Servants of the Public edablilhed the 
Britifh Influence in AfiS) nor is it by fuch cold Precautions that our Power is to be maintained, 
efpecially at an Hour of general Hodility againd us. The Board are led into thefe Obfervations, 
from an ingenuous Confideration of the Difficulties in which the Governor General found 
himfelf involved at Banaris, and a Conviflioh Of the Motives under which he afted. The fird 
were furmounied with Ability and Fortitude: The latter they mod finccrcly believe do him real 
Honour. 

Eafy would be the Talk to approve the Suppreflion of the Rebellion, and to dand difeon- 
neded with any Refponfibility, by judifying thofc Afts which certainly precipitated the Storm 
from the Cloud in which he had gathered •, Ads which Judges at a Didance, Judges unopprclTcd 
with the adual Embarraflments of this Government, may, with great Specioudiefs of Argument, 
condemn. But tlie Board wifh not, th«y cannot permit ihcmfclves to proceed fo difingenuoufly, 
or guardedly. They are at the fame Time aware, that in a rigid Invedigation of the whole of 
this Buftnefs, the following Quedions will be afked. 

id. Where were the Governor General’s particular Indruftioni for fuch extraordinary 
Demands upon Cheit Sing i 

adly. Why was that Chief put in Arred, when he offered to make every Conceflion ? 

3dly. Whether there was not a Compaft between him and the Company, which fpccificd, 
that he was only to pay them a certain annual T ribute ? 

Subfequent to the Ma^acre of our Troops, and the Events that followed, rto Quedions will 
be afked. 

Inanfwerto the fiid Quedion, the Board think the Governor General was fully authorized by 
the general Tenor of hiMndrudlions. The Governor General haying a deciding Vote, could have 
written out and approved more particular Indru^ions. There was a Delicacy in the Mode he 
preferred ^ and it impofed a greater Refponfibility. 

In regard to the Second Quedion t it if evident from Clicit Sing’s Anfwers and Preparations, 
and the whole Tenor of his Condudt, before and at the Time, that nothing but Arred could have 
convinced him of the Governor General’s Determination. 
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That the Arreft was not intended to proceed farther than the Payment of a proper Fine to 
the Company, who ftood in the Place his Sovereign and Benefadors, is evinced by the Go« 
vernor General’s Anfwer to Cheit Sin^ after his Confinement. 

Had a total Revolution in the Adminiftratlonot the Zemeedary been intended, the Arreft muft 
have been effcdlcd nore Force, and greater Marks of Severity. 

That the Officers who went tc execute this Service were convinced that no Mcafure of deter- 
mined Severity was intended againft Cheit Sing, appears from that unfortunate Want of Precau- 
tion which coft them and their Followers their Lives. 

The Third Queftion involves much Argur -nt. vet is fully anfwercd by tba‘ ?f t of the Gover- 
nor General’s Narrative, which difeufles the S i -der which Cheit Sing ruled the Provinces, 
and which was fo liberally granted by the Company. 

The Correfpondence with the India States, Ihews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Zemee- 
darsand Rajahs proteded in their Zemeedaries by a fuperior Power. Had Cheit Sing been an 
Ally Sovereign Prince, who paid only a fixed Subfidy, his Miliuiy Preparations, and his infidious 
Conduft, under Pretences of Poverty, in difappointing the Expedations of the Government from 
the Army under Major Camac, juftified, together with his Correfpondence with our Enemies, the 
fevereft Exertion of Aid to affift the Company in their Diftreffes, and atone for his Ingratitude 
and T reachery to a Power who proteded him, and to whom he owed his Situation. 

On the Subjed of the Treaty concluded on the i8th of September laft, between the Governor 
General and the Nabob Vizeer, and which the Difficulties of the Communication prevented the 
Governor General from explaining fo fully before, the Board have to obferve, that the Treaty is 
evidently a political Expedient, which forfeits no Advantage, which promifes the Acquifiiion of 
many, and which, properly managed by this Government (as Events favourable, or even unfavourable, 
arife), may lead to the final and complete Arrangement of an Alliance with the Vizeer. Such an 
Alliance, being lefs oppreffivc to him, may be more advantageous and honourable to the Com- 
pany, and may remove that too general but dangerous Impreffion, which the different States of this 
Country have received from the double Charader in which we have hitherto appeared in India— 
that of Allies and Conquerors. 

If the Nabob Vizeer (hould not be able, under the Support of the Troops of this Government 
Rationed at Cawnpoor, to maintain the Tranquillity of hts Dominions, and colled thofe Refourcei 
which are neceflary to defray even his reduced Expences, and difeharge his heavy Debt to the 
Company, a new Arrangement muft follow j and that Arrangement neceffarily, at the exprefs Re* 
queft of the Vizeer, willfecure every Advantage that can be wifhed orexpeded from his Provinces 
by this Government. 

The Redudion of that heavy Burthen of Expence, which was at once oppreffivc to the Vizeer, 
and of no Return to the Company (though a Source of Patronage to this Adminiftration), the Board 
approve of moft heartily i and, with a full Senfe of the Credit which a Meafure of fuch Difficulty 
and Unpleafantnefs refleds upon the Governor General, they take thisOccafion of pledging to him 
and to their Employers their utmoft Support, not only in this, but in every other Branch of public 
(economical Reformation, which he may propofe. ' 

Upon the Return of the Governor General, the Board fcfolve to difeufs with him thofe Parts of 
the Treaty, which carry the Appearance of a hafty A^eetnent. The Dif^edion of many of the 
VizeePs principal Jagheerdarsv and the Steps which, rrom the Reprefentations of Colonel Hannay 
and other Officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Bourns, to fupport the Rebellion of 
Cheit Singi were probably very early known to the Governor General, and through the Medium 
of all theSufpicions that his Situation, at the Time he met the Vizeer, had naturally created. . 

At fuch a Moment, and under fuch Sufpicions, and even while the Iffue of the Conteft of 
Cheit Sing was depending, it is not furprizing that fome Parts of the Agreement between the 
Governor General and the Vizeer were fpcedily adjufted, and, as the Governor acknowledges, in 
Converfaiion at their Firft Interview, 

A fhort Time will fatisfy the Board, whether the Vizeer is willing or able to fulfil his Part 
of the Treaty; If be is thar,' and the Company can recover their Debt from him in the prefent 
Emergency and Diftrefs of their Affairs, the Board cannot then but agree, that the Governor Ge- 
neral has afted in the Arrangement not only with Zeal, and the beft public intentions, but with a 
maftcrly Decifion, that muft entitle him to the grateful and complete Approbation of hts Employers. 

It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor General, upon bis Return, thofe Mea- 
fures that may fecure this Government from any future Inconveniencics or Di^fs, that can be 
fuppofed conceded with the Confidence repofed in the Vizeer, for the Adminiftration of the 
Affairs of his Revenue and Military Eftablimmems. 

The Governor General delivers m the following Minute, in confequcnce of that of the Board, 
entered on the Proceedings of the 14th ultimo. 

The Governor General acknowledges his Obligations to the Board, for this repeated Inftance 
of the liberal Manner in which they have been ptealed to record their Judgment on hit Con- 
dud. Had it been expreflM in the fimple Terms of official Approbation, he ibould have been 
pieafed, and fatisfied that it had received lb rtfpedable a Sandion } but by tracing the Sources 
of it, in the Motives which he hit avowed 1 by their Examination of thofe Motives with their 

relative 
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relative Fa£k$ and Circumftances \ and by the Doubts which they have anticipated and folved, 
on the Propriety of fuch Parts of his Condufl as might moil obvioudy fugged them •, they have 
juftified their own Approval, and entitled him to cxpft^jthe fame favourable Sentiments in 
their common Superiors. 

Nor is he lefs plcafed with the Referve with which the Board have d«el|fed their Satisfaction 
in the Arrangement concluded by him with the Nabob Vizeert becaufe he TRinks it will be re- 
ceived as an Evidence of the Deliberation and Sincerity of their former Approval. He is 
willing to fubmit the Propriety of the Meafure to the Ted of its Succefs. The Kefident Itas al- 
ready informed fh“ Board, that he had received of the Trcafurcs of the late Vizecr, left in the 
Charge of his Widow, and lately recla med by his Son, the Amount of the Bond granted by the 
latter for the Balance of the Year 1 178, which . ids in September 1780 of our Ailrat and was in the 
aftual Receipt of as much as would difchargc the Balance of the lad Year, that is, of the Year 
1179. The firft of thefc Balances is gz, 68,6 j. 1 1, the lad 1^,09,876. 9. 8. The Sum of both is, 
R* 44,78,490. 4. 8. Owd Siccas. The Refident feems to have underdood this to be the Whole of 
the Nabob’s Debt. There ir a further Balance of 26 Lacks, which appears to have been by fomc 
means overlooked, or withheld from Mr. Middleton on the Transfer of his Office from Mr. Purling. 
A reftified Account, drawn to the latcd Period, has been tranfmitted to Mr. Middleton by the 
Accomptant General, which it is hoped will arrive in Time to prevent his dopping at the Receipt 
of the fuppofed Balance; and at all Events, the Profits of the refumed jagheers ought 10 yield a 
Fund, more than fufficient both for the complete Liquidation of what may remain of the Nabob’s 
prelcnt Debt, and to make up the Deficiency of the Affignments granted on his Revenue for the 
current Year, within the Courfc of it. 

The Governor General expefts this Service from the Refident, and relies upon his Fidelity for 
the Performance of it. But in the Suppofition of the Poffibility of a Difappointmenr, he again 
offers his pcrfonal Services to proceed to Lucknow, on the firll Symptom of luch a Failure; and, 
with the Confidence which he feels in his own Influence, aided by the powerful Support of the 
Board, he will venture to promife, that he will not return with their Obje6t unaccomplifhed. 

He hopes, and believes, that there will be no Neceffity for this Extremity, but adds it as a Ground 
for the Affurance which he ventures to propofc; and wilhes the Board to give to the Honourable 
Court of Diredlors, in the Advices to them now under Difpatch, that there is the faired Profpeft, 
amounting as near to a Certainty as can be affirmed of an Event yet in Expeftation, that the Debt 
due from the Nabob Vizeer to the Company, and even that of the Uohilla Donation, will be com- 
pletely paid oflF in the Courfe of the prefent Year, and a Supply added to our ordinary Rcfources, 
which will fully anfwcr all our own Wants for that Period, and enable us to contribute dill fur- 
ther, and we hope elfe&ual Aids, to thofe of the Carnatic. 

The Governor General forbears to include the Prefidency of Bombay in this Provifion. Its Ex- 
pences have already contributed more even than thofe of the Carnatic to exhaud thefc Provinces 
of the Currency ; nor will it be poffible for them to fupport any longer fo pernicious a Drain. 
At a certain Point it mud have a Clofe. For this Didrefs we mud fecit a Remedy in a different 
Expedient, in the Conclufion of the War with the Maratia State, and the confequent and mod 
necelTary Reduflion of the Armies now employed on that Service. In the mean Time, he trods 
that they arc not fo devoid of Rcfources in themfelves, as to make them totally dependant for the 
Subfiftence on this Government, fince they have a large and rich Territory, acquired by their late 
Conqueds in Guzurat, in the Dcpendance of Surat, and, as we learn only from an allufivc Paffage 
in General Goddard’s laft Letters, even in Concan, of which we were not before apprifed. 
Thcfe Diftri6ts, we arc alTured by the fame Authority, were in a State of perfeft Tranquillity, and 
undidurbed Colleflion of their Revenues ; and in the fame State they arc likely to remain, fince 
in the Profpeft of a Peace the Maratta Government will naturally look to the Reditution of 
their former PolTeffions, and would eventually be at lead equal Sufferers with us, by aqy 
Devadations committed in them. 

Such arc the Expedations which the Governor General wilhes to have prefented to the Court of 
Diredors, of the Courfc and HTue of the Rcfources of this Government for the prefent Year. He 
hopes that Credit wrll be given to them to that Degree, beyond which it would be prefumptuoui 
on any Grounds to hazard the Promife of contingent Events ; that if thofe which he has predided 
ffiall not come to pafs, the Caufes of their Failure (hall be fuch as ihall account for it, and acquit 
him of the Reproach of it. 

Of the Coniequences, as they may afled him perfonally, he is become indiflerent ; expeding the 
forced Cenfures of his avowed Enemies, and affured of the Applaufc of his Superiors, from the in- 
ternal Convidion of his own Mind, that he has laboured to the utmod of his Ability to merit it. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings, 
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Die Veneris, 29° February 1748. 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Ploufe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons they might proceed with their Evidence. 

Then the Clerk proceeded to read from the printed Copy of the Narrative of the 
Governor General already delivered in, beginning at Page 21, where the fame was 
broken off Yefterday, and read as far as Page 29 of the faid Narrative (“). 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that they fliould proceed to point out 
fuch further Extrafts from the fame, as they particularly defired to call the Attention 
of tire Houfe to. 

Read, the following Extraft, from Page 34 of the faid Narrative : 

» On the 20th or 21 ft, I forget which, Lreccived a Letter from Rajah Cheit Sing filled with 
ExprelTions of flight Concern for what had pafled, and Profeflions, but indefinite and unapplied, 
of Fidelity. I did not think it becoming to make any Reply to it, and I think I ordered the Bearer 
of the Letter to be told, that it required none. 

« On the Morning of the 21ft, a Perfon came to Mr. R. Johnfon, who' was One of my Party, 
and defired his Interpofition with me to receive a Letter and Meflcnger from the Rajah in the 
Evening, with Propofals for an Accommodation. The like Application was made by Myrza 
Abdullah Beg, the Rajah’s Vakeel, to my Dewan Contoo Bauboo; and, with my Pcrmilllon, 
Contoo Bauboo returned to his own Houfe to meet the Vakeel by Appointment for that Purpolc, 
by which Means he mififed the Opportunity of going off with me-, the Intelligence of my Inten- 
tion reaching him too late for him to join me, or his infirm State of Body not admitting of his 
taking lb hafty a Rcfoliition. The Subftance of the Meffage, as it has been fince delivered to me 
by Abdullah Beg, in Writing, was to exculpate himfelf from any Concern in what had pafled, 
which he charged to the infolcnt Behaviour of a Servant of the Refident, who was prefent, and 
the Rcfentment of his own People, and to profefs his Obedience and Submiflion to my Will in 
whatever Way I Ihould diftate 

Read/ alfo, from Page 46, as follows ; 

“ It would break the Attention, and perplex the Thread of the Narrative, to relate every diftinft 
Event in its exafb Order of Time : I have therefore, in the minuter Points, endeavoured rather to 
arrange them according to their Relation to the greater, or to find a Place for them in the vacant 
Intervals and Paufes of it. It may be proper in this Place to mention, that during the Time of 
Inaflion which fuccecdcd to my Arrival at Chunar, I received feveral Letters from Cheit Sing, 
wfides Letters from Mr. Bacnct, and One from Contoo Bauboo, who were both his Priibners at 
Lutteefpoor, which were written by his Order. Thefc were all alike in Subftance, containing 
Acknowledgments and Profeffions of Submiflion to my Authority -, Affertions of his own Inno- 
cence, charging the Maflacrc at Shcwallah to the Chubdar, whole Infults provoked the Rcfent- 
ment of his Servants, whom he could not reftrain ; and claiming a Merit from his having in the 
1 hrec paft Aflions been the fuffering Party, though fuccefsful, and in none the Aggreffor ^ adding 
Offers of Accommodation -, and in the Letters written by his Order, a pompous Difplay 
of his mexhauftible Wealth, the Multitude and Bravery of bis Forces, and the devoted Affedion 
and fidelity of all his Subjefts. I refufed to .anfwcr them, letting him know that they were 
written with too much Prefumption, in the Style of Equality, and with inapplicable Profeflions 

which were no better than none. Some of thefc Letters will appear in the Appendix 1 the rell 
were loft («).” rr » 

Read, alfo, from Page 49, as follows : 

“ The News of thefc concurrent Succcffcs being conveyed to the Rajah at the fame Inftant of 
i ime, alarmed him exceedingly for his own pcrfonal Safety. His Fears were excited with a more 
forcible impreflion by the Surprize of the Advance of fo great a Force, from a Quarter where he 
nad not expedled any. With his Face turned towards Chunar, and his whole Attention, and 
fhat of his People, direded to the Movements which we made on that Side, they had no Sufpi- 


ii> u Whole of the faid Extradl fupra, from Page 109 to Page 1 20, iiiclofed within the Brackets, and 

•e iandf pointing thereto. (bj Vide the Narrative fupra, Page 2 2£. 

CJ Vide fupra, Page 127. 


c:on 


( 272 ) 

cion of any Dcfign being formed behind them. — The firft Intelligence which was received of Ma. 
jor Crabb’s Party dclcribed it as confiftiijp^of the Followers of Owfan Sing, and only Three Coni-* 
pinics of our Sepoys i the Hircarrahs who conveyed the News, pofllbly miftaking the advanced 
Guard for the whole ^laas; and reporting it accordingly *, nor was the real Strength of the Party 
known, even by that which was detached to oppofe it, until the Inftant of the Adtion. This 
Circumftance was related at the Time, and has fmee been confirmed to me by an Officer named 
Myhcr, who commanded a fmall Body of the Rajah’s Sepoys, and the Guns, in the Adtion, No 
Dcfign could be more judicioufiy planned, or more happily executed. Even the Impediments 
and Difappointments which attended it, ferved but to promote the Coincidence of the final 
Movements of its Operations, with fo well timed an Effedt, that the Difference of the Time 
which pafled between tlie Engagement at Lora and the Conqueft of Patecia, was little more than 
that which would be required by the Difference of the Difianccs of each from Lutceefpoor, for the 
News of each Succefs to reach Luteefpoor at the fame Inllant. 

“ Cheit Sing inftancly prepared for Flight. His Road to Bidjeygur, which was his lad Refuge, 
lay through the Pals, which he durft not attempt. He left Luttcefpoor about Three or Four in 
the Afternoon, and making a Circuit over the Hills, gained the High Road at the Diftance of 
ibmc Miles beyond the Pals, and proceeded with a few Followers to the Neighbourhood of Bid* 
jeygur : Some others followed and re-joined him t the reft, left without Orders, flayed but to plun- 
der the Place, and evacuated it. The Gaung- Wallahs, or Militia, compofed of tte Hulbandmen, 
who had been fummoned to attend him, all Bed to their own Houies. So rapid was the Report of 
this Event in ids Communication, and fo decifive in it's Effeft, that the Fort of Sutteefgur, which 
lies ab(jut Seven or Eight Miles to the Northward of Luttcefpoor, and the Palace of Kamnagur, 
were ev.»cuated on the fame Evening $ and the Allegiance of the whole Country reftored as com- 
pletely, in the Courfe of a few Hours, from a State of univerfal Revolt to it's proper Channel, as 
if it had never departed from it (*)." 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfc, the next Extraft they (hould 
read was to prove the Appointment of the Rajah Mehipnarain to be Rajah of 
Banaris. 

Read, from Page 51 of the faid Narrative, as follows ; 

“ My firfl Care, after my Return to Banaris, was to determine the Succeflion to the Zemcedary 
and Raujc, vacated by the Forfeiture of Cheit Sing, The Right of the Company to the Dirpofal 
of it certainly had not fuffered by the paft Evenu, The Territory had been wholly lofl to their 
Dominion, and wholly conquered by their Arms. Yet the Refl of the Family who formerly pof- 
feffed it had not merited, by any Aft of theirs, to be involved in the Punilhment of a Man who 
had been equally their Enemy, and whom they regarded as the Ufurperof their more legal Rights -, 
nor perhaps would it have been prudent to put the Submiffion of the People to the Teft of a 
new Species of Dominion. I therefore refolvcd, in virtue of the full Powers which I poffcffed 
from the Board for that Purpofe, to beftow it on the next lineal Heir. This was Bauboo Me- 
hipnarain. He was the Grandfon of Rajah Bulwant Sing, by a Daughter married to Bauboo 
Doorgbijey Sing. The Widow of Bulwant Sing, named Ranny Goolaub Koocr, was ftill living, 
and in an extreme old Age. By the Hindoo Law flic might claim the Inheritance •, her Daughter 
alfo, the Wife of Doorgbijey Sing, might affert the like Pretenfion, Had it become a Matter of 
Coritcft, I had reColved to leave it to the Decifion of the whole Body of the Pundits of Ba- 
naris. But this Reference was unneceffary. Doorgbijey Sing yielded up the Pretenfion of his 
Wife, and the old Ranny her own, by a Writing, fealed with her Name, and acknowledged in 
tlic Prefence of a confidential Perfon, whom 1 deputed to her for that Purpofe •, declaring it to be 
her Wi(h and Requeft, that the Raujc might be conferred on her Grandfon Mehipnarain. He 
was accordingly inverted and proclaimed on the 30th of September. His Father Bauboo Doorg- 
bijey Sing was at the fame Time inverted with the Office of Naib, and is in Effeft the foie afting 
Manager. He is about Thirty-five Years of Age — his Son Nineteen 

Read, alfo, from Page 52 of the faid Narrative, as follows : 

“ After having gained Poffeflion of Luttcefpoor, Major Popham loft no Time in.profecuring 
his March to Bidjeygur. Cheit Sing did not wait his Approach, but fled, taking with him as 
much Treafure as his Elephants and Camels could carry, which has been reported to me to have 
confirtcd of One Lack of Mohrs, and Fifteen or Sixteen of Silver (*), befides Jewels to an unknown 
Amount. His Wife, a Woman of amiable Charafter, his Mother Pauna, and all the other 
Women of his Family, and the Survivors of the Family of his Father Bulwant Sing who were 
connefted with his, were left in the Fort of Bidjeygur. He took the Rout of Rewa, and from 
thence proceeded to Panna, the Capital of Boondelcund, paying and plundering as he pafled. He 
was by the lafl Advices in that Country, the Rajah proflffing in his Letters to me a Refolution to 
withdraw his Proteftion from him, and fecretly favouring him 


(') Vulefupra, Page Ii8 to Page 129. C) Vide fupra, Page 129. 

( ) Amounting to about 400,000!. Sterling. (') Vide fupra, Page ijo. 
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then the Mattiicrt For tfifc Cortimoiis acquainted the Houfe, they (hould next read 
an Affidavit of Major Palmer, to prove the Allegation in the Firft Article of the 
Charge, which'llates the Intention of the Dcfendihwo extort a large Sum of Moneys 
by way of fipe, from the Rajah Cheit Sing. (») ' 

Read, Appendix to the Narrative, Part III. p. 157. 

Second Parcel, 

V 

( Num. 2. A. ) 

Affidavit of Major Palmer. 

« William Palmer,. Major irt the Service of the Honourable the Eaft India Company in Bengal 
tnaketh Oath and faith, That about the latter End of the Month of June laft, the Honourable 
Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, difcourfing with this Deponent on the 
Subied of hi* intended Journey to Banaris and Lucknow, declared one of the principal OkgeCts of 
it to be, to exaft from Rajah Cheit Sing a Pine or Contribution of Fifty Lacks of Rupees^ as a 
Poniihment for Breach of Engagements with the Government of Bengal, and for Adis of Mifeon- 
dudl in his Zemeedary. The Governor General further declared to this Deponenr, that he knew 
the Ability of the Rajah to contiibute fuch a Sum to the Exigences of Government} and that he, 
the Governor General, was determined to convert the Faults committed by the Rajah into a public 
Benefit. The Governor General further declared to this Deponent in the fame Converfation, 
That an Qtl^ from the Rajah, but indiredllyi had been made to him of Twenty Lacks of Rupees 
for the public Service, as a Retribution for his Failure of Engagements } but that he, the Gover- 
nor General, was refolved to infift upon the firft mentioned Sum of Fifty Lacks of Rupees, and 
if the Rajah (hould abfolutely refufe the Demand, that he, the Governor General, would de- 
prive him of his Zemeedary, or transfer the Sovereignty thereof to the Nabob Vizecr. 

W. PALMER. 

Sworn before me, this 4th Day of December, 1781. E. IMPEY. (*)’* 

To prove the fame Fails ftated in the Affidavit of Major Palmer, and alfo the Tranf- 
aflion charged in the Firft Article to have paffed between Mr. Haftings and the Vizier, 
relative to the Province of Benares i 

Read, Appendix, p. 158. 

“ ( Num. 2. B. ) 

Atteftation of David Anderfoii Efquire. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

** Honourable Sir, 

“ In Obedience to your Commands conveyed to me through Major Palmer, I mall endeavour 
to repeat, as well as J can remember, the Purport of what you were pleafed to inform me before 
your Departure from Calcutta, of your Intentions regarding Cheit Sine i but as fo long an Interval 
has fince elapied, my Recoileition, which has never been ftrengthebed by a Communication, muft 
neceffarily be fomewhat imperfeft. 

“ After enumerating fome of the Relburces which you expefted to find up the Country for 
the Relief of the Company’* Exigencies, you mentioned to me the Conduft of Cheit Sing. 

“ You obferved, tltat he owed his Elevation to the Company ; that he was allowed to enjoy 
a very confiderable Income, the Revenue exadted from him being much inferior to the Produce 
of his Diftridts, and that his Territories were maintained and defended by the Englilh Army , that 
on thofe Conhderations it had been reckoned equitable, that he (hould contribute on an Emer- 
gency to the Support of Wars carried on by that Government under which he held his Zemeedary, 
and to which he was indebted for its Protedlion. Accordingly you mentioned that a Sum had been 
demanded from him j that, after fome Difficulties, he had agreed to pay it at a certain Period , that, 
trufting to his PromKes, you had made an Alfignmcnt on him for the Ufe of Colonel Camac’s De- 
tachment I and that Colonel Camac, relying on his Punduidity, had returned a Bill for a lefs Sum, 
which had been fent to him by Mr. Middleton ^ but that this Confidence had nearly proved fatal 
to the Detachment, and aftually did prove the Caufe of retarding the Expedition ) that Cheit 
Sing, in Spite of all the Reprefentattons which were made to him, delayed 10 long the promifed 
Payment, that the Officers of the Detachment were reduced to the Neceffity of felling their Plate , 
that you therefore determined to call him to an Account, and oblige him to make an Atone* 
merit for bis Condu^ in this Inftance, and the Want of Attachment he had in general (hewn to 
our Government, by paying a confidcratde Sum of Money to the Relief of the Company's Exi- 
gencies , that if be confentM, you weredefirous of eftabltming his PoiTcIliOo On the moft perma- 
nent and eligible Footing i but, if he refuioi, you had in your Power to raife a large Sum for the 


( • ) Vide printed Article*, Bottom of p. 5, end Top of p. 6. 
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Company, by accepting of an Offer which had been made for his Dilfrifl by the Vizeer. You minuted 
the Particulars of Chclt Sing’s Conduftin an Account which you drew up in Calcutta, of the State 
of the different Powers of Hindoftan^^.ough I do not believe that in that Paper you expreffed 
the Intentions you had formed : Anckwemember you told me that you had communicated to 
Mr. Wilder your totentio ns regarding Cheit Sing i and I believe (though I cannot podtivcly 
recoiled) you faid hWHB^concurrcd in them. 

I am, with the greateft Refped, &c. 

Mahilajee Sindia’s Camp, near Dutteah, D. Andirson'.”(“) 

the I4ih January, 1782. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fhould next pro- 
ceed to read feveral Affidavits of Natives. That the Firft they fhould produce particularly 
rcfpetled the Efcape of the Rajah Cheit Sing, and what happened upon that Efcape ; 
and all of them went to prove the Maffacre and confirm the Narrative in other Parti- 
culars. 

Read, Appendix, Part III. P.163, as follows: 

“ (Num. 3. E.) 

“ TRANSLATION of the Depofition of Jewan Ram Moonfhy, in the Service of the late Lieu- 
tenant Stalker. — The Deponent fworn before Chicfjuftice Sir Elijah impey, December 2nd, 1781. 

“ After the Arrival of Mr. Markham at Shewallah, I went in and paid my Refpefts to my 
M.tfter i who afktd me, If I knew whether Mr. Markham would come there or not ? I replied. 
It w,is reported fo; but that it depended on his Inclinations. Mr. Stalker then told me I might 
<>0, but afterwards ordered me to fray. I continued there, and faw Doorgbijey Sing fitting with 
tiic Rajah in the Centre Apartment, and Suddanund Buxey and others whifpering to the Rajah. 
Shortly after, News was brought to the Three Gentlemen fitting in the adjoining Room that there 
were Difputes without. Mr. Stalker went without the Jauli (or Firft Wall), and afleed the Subadar 
Bifhun Sing, Why he had ordered the Bayonets to be fixed ? The Subadar replied, That Numbers 
of the Rajah’s armed Servants had come in, and that they paid no Regard to the Company's Orders. 
After which, Mr. Stalker advanced further out, and afked of the younger Mowllavy and me, Who 
.ninongft thole People was the Chief? I anfwcred, Bauboo Munnear Sing. Mr. Stalker fent for Mun- 
near Sing, and ftrongly enjoined him to appeafe his People, and enquire why they attempted to 
tlifputc and fight with his Sepoys ? Munnear Sing replied, “ What Power have they, that any one of 
them fhould prefume to fight ? We Two, Father and Son, are defirous to go to the Rajah.” Mr. 
Stalker anfwcred, “ Very well ; but you muft ftay here between your People and mine, that they 
may not come to Blows.” After that a Letter arrived from the Governor to the Rajah, which Mr. 
Stalker, having quieted and foothed the People, prcfeiitcd to him. The Rajah then got up, and went 
out of the Burradurry to the adjacent Baftion to perform his Devotions. At this Time Information 
was brought to Mr. Stalker, that the Rajah’s People oppofed and refufed Admittance to another 
Company of Sepoys, who had brought Provifions, a Table, &c. for the Gentlemen. Mr. 
Stalker again went out, and calling to Suddanund Buxey, afked the Caufe of this Oppofi- 
tion •, and told him to fend Dii cations (to the Rajah’s People). Suddanund faid, he would go 
himielf. Mr. Stalker replied, “ No, fend One of your Servants.” While the Man was going out to 
lilencc the People, Mr. Stalker returned within the Jauly. Doorgbijey Sing was gone from 
thence-, no one knew whither. Cheit Ram, Mr. Markham’s Chubdar, informed Mr. Stalker 
th.it he had a Mefl'age to deliver to the Rajah from the Governor General. Mr. Stalker faid, 
“ Deliver it.” lie the Chubdar faid, at the Place where the Rajah was at his Devotions, “ the 
Governor fays your People want to quarrel and fight ; it will be better if you forbid them, for 
every Sepoy is an European, and every European is as a (or the) Company : If a Drop of their 
Blood is foed, you fltall be plundered and deftroyed.” At this Period there was a Report of Guns at 
the Gate of Shewallah. The Adlion was commenced. At this Time Mr. Stalker and Cheit 
Ram went towards the Rajah. Munnear Sing and others cut down Cheit Ram, pulled Mr. Stal- 
ker back, and pudiing him on one Side, began the Slaughter. The Rajah efcaped through a 
Window by a Rope made of Turbans, got into a Boat, and went off. His People, by the fame 
Means, drew op Swords and Shields as a Bucket is drawn up from a Well, and began to engage. 
I flood near the Jauli behind my Mafter. When my Maftcr was killed, I fled toward the Place 
where the Rajah’s Viftuals was drefled. I continued there a fhort Time, and faw the Rajah’s 
People jump from the Walls and the Trees, with their Shields and Swords, and advance. After 
this I affumed the Charadlcr of One of Cheit Sing’s Servants, fled with his People, and came to 
the Prcfencc. The Gentlemen after this went to Chunar, and I fhould have arrived the next Day, 
but I was plundered on the Road, and confined in the Fort of Pindera. Diaram took away from 
my Houfe Two Tangon Horfes, and placed his Seal and a Guard upon the Door. After the 
P I'ght of the Rajah, the Zemcedar of the before mentioned Fort fet me at Liberty. Without a (*) 


( * ) Vide fupra, P. 232. 
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^very Way dlfbonfofatc, to whom can I communicate my Diftrefs ? I now hope for Favour 
and Support from the Almighty and from you. 

Jewan Ram.” (') 

Read next, Appendix, Part III. P. 189, as follow J 

“ (Num. 5. E.) 

“ Depofuion of Ruggoob'ur Sing, Orderly Sepoy to Lieutenant Stalker. 

“ The Deponent (upoh his Oath) fays, He went with Lieutenant Stalker and Mr. M.iikham to 
Shcwallah, where the Rajah Cheit Sing refided j and that he went with them into the i’refmcc of the 
Rajah ; that (hortly after Two Companies of Sepoys arrived with Two Gentlemen, whole Names 
the Deponent docs not remember, being a newly inlifted Sepoy •, that thofe Two Ofricers catr.c m 
nnd continued with the Rajah and Lieutenant Stalker •, that he, the Deponent, was direatsi by 
Lieutenant Stalker to attend, with Three other orderly Sepoys, in the Apartment wli re the 
Officers were fitting with the Rajah ; that the reft of the orderly Sepoys remained without th.e 
Purdahs, which were let down in the Front of the Apartment; that he is unacquainted with 
what pafled without the Gate where the Two Companies were, or what People were there on the 
Part of the Rajah. The Deponent docs not recoiled, nor can he, he f.iys, relate the Circum- 
fiances which pafled before the Attack commenced ; but in reply to a (^eftion put to him, 
Whether Mr. Markham’s Chubdar Cheit Ram fpokc to the Rajah ? he fays, that faid Chubdar 
brought a Note to Lieutenant Stalker, at the Time when the Rajah’s People without were cn- 
deavouring to enter; that he delivered the Note to Lieutenant Stalker ; that at this Time the Noife 
andConfufion at the Gate-way was very great; that the Chubdar went from Lieutenant Stalker 
toward Cheit Sing, who was then fitting at the Place where he performed his Devotions ; that he 
told him to order his People to dcfift ; that he, the Chubdar, was Cheit Ram, and that the Rajah 
was but Cheit Sing, and that if he did not make his People dcfift he would confine him, S,iys, he 
was an Ear-witnefs to the foregoing ; that it was at this Moment the Firing w,is heard and the Attack 
began ; that Lieutenant Stalker’s Hircarrah had his Sword ; that he called to this Deponent 
to give him his Sword, which he did, and flood behind Lieutenant Stalker, by Ids Orders, with 
the Scabbard in his Hand, until that Officer fell ; that he was foon after cut down himfelf > that hfe 
was deprived of Senfe, and knows nothing of what pafled afterwards. 

“ Sworn before me, the Contents being firft The Mark of 

explained to the Deponent, by W. Davy, Efq; Ruggoobur Sing, 

this 3d Day of December 1781. Sepoy.” ( >>) 

E. impey.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that they wilhed to 
point their Attention to Two other Affidavits of Natives; the One an Affid.avit of 
Shcakh Hoflein Oolla, Jemadar, Havildar and Orderly with Lieutenant Stalker, at 
the Time of the Aftion at Shewallah Ghaut, in P. 186 of the Appendix, marked 
(N“ 5. C.) (') ; the other, an Affidavit of Bilhen Sing Subadar, (marked N* 5. D.) 
P. 187, of the faid Appendix and which they meant to have' produced, as being 
ilrong to the lame Point as the two Affidavits lall read ; But as they were to the fame 
Effcft, in order to fave the Time of the Houfe, they fliould omit reading them ; and 
proceed next to prove the Submiffion of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, by certain Letters 
which they ftilcd Letters of Submiffion, and which Letters were written by him fubfe- 
quent to his quitting Benares : The Letters hitherto read in the Courfc of the Evi- 
dence were all prior to that Event. 

Read, Appendix, Part II. P. 106, as follows ; 

“ N“ 72. The Two following Letters were fent from Ramnagur by Tcckchund to Govind 
Ram Pundit at Banaris, and delivered to the Governor General by Beneram Pundit, on the 5th 
September 1781. 

“ Tranflation of an Arzee from Rajah Cheit Sing to the Honourable Governor General. 

“ When I waited upon your Highnefs in your Pinnace, I reprefented to you every Thing 
which was proper to be reprefented ; that my Life, my Country, and Property, belonged to 
your Highnefs ; requefting that you would order whatever was your Pleafure, and I was ready to 
obey it with Pleafure. 1 bcfidcs performed all the Duties of Obedience and Humility ; and 
reprefented all the Particulars, with a View to the prefent Time for I well knew that, as foon as 
Owfan Sing (hould be introduced to your liighnefs, Mr. Markham and the Moulavies, &c. hav- 
ing fettled this Plan, would make you conceive Difpleafure againft me. At that Time your 
Highnefs anfwered, that you had no Bufinefs with my Life or Property ; {hat you had not given 
AdmiflTion to Owfan Sing or any of his People ; that you had no Conn^ion with any of my 

( • ) Vide fupra, P. 235. ( i* ) Supra, P. 251. ( ‘ ) Supra, P. 249. ( * ) Su^, P. 250. 
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Relations. Wh it Crimf did I afwrwafds commit thatj by the Advice of (iiy Ertcmiei, yotj 
fliould rclblvc to confine me with fuch Difgracc ? However, 1 remained until Evening in Con- 
Pncmcnc, and behaved in no Inftance otherwife than with the greateft Humility and Obedience. 

I addrefTid leveral Arzecs, cxprcnin^^.<f|^ Rcadinefs to obey your Orders, and that I was your 
Slave, and was ready with tife and Property. Obferve, that Cheit Ram Chubdar came to 
me, and reviled a loud Voice gave both me and my People the vileft Abufe. The 

Peoj lc of the .‘>irkar firft fired Balls from their Guns, and difeharged their Mulkcts : Immediately 
the I umult arofe, and notwithllanding my moft earneft Requeft for them to defift, no one would 
hear me. Myfclf, after being wounded by a Sword in the Hand of the Captain, cfcaped witii 
1 , lie from th.at imminent Danger, and withdrew myfclf. If you will examine with an F.ye of 
Jultice, and without liftening to Talebearers and Informers, you will find no Crime in me; and 
your Mind, which is the Mirror of the World, will, I am certain, approve of it. I have before 
addrefled Arzccs to you, but have not yet been honoured with an Anfwcr. Owfan Sing has not 
yet ceafed from ruining the Affairs. Should now my Life and Honour be left to me, I am your 
Slave. Beneram Pundit will have reprefented my Situation to you, and will continue to do fo,” (*} 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that to fave Time they would pals 
over Two otlier Letters, and proceed to N“ 76. Appendix, P. 109. 

The fame was read, and is as follows. 

“ N" 76. From Cheit Sing to the Governor General. 

“ Before this, the Arzees, which I have repeatedly addrelTed to your Prefence, will have been 

f rrufed by you, hut to this Time I have not been honoured with an Anfwer to any one of them. 

am in every Way ready in my Allegiance and Duty, and have obeyed all your Highnefs’s 
Orders, and never have I been negligent in any one Point j and your Highnefs, from your Good- 
ncls and Judicc, has always been plcafcd to proteft and fupport your own Slave, and to fhew him 
Favour. All this Time when, from the unfortunate State of the Times, the Reports of fclf- 
interefled Perfons have met with Reception at the Prefence, I humbly reprefent that the Words 
of evil-minded, fclf-intcrcfted Perfons be not attended to, but that your Highnefs, looking upon 
me as a Slave raifed by yourfelf, will be favourable towards me, becaufe I am your Slave, and 
am ready in my Duty and Allegiance. Although I have been guilty of no Fault, yet the Slave 
IS by all Means criminal, and the Bufinefs of the Maftcr is Pardon. By the Blefling of God, your 
Highnefs is the Mafter, and is juft. Let him confider, that in all the Three Battles the Army of 
the Sirkar was the Aggielfor. Now Matters have pafled the Extremities. Should you even now 
beftow Life upon me, it would not be foreign from the Duty of a Maftcr.” (") 

Dated the 2 ift of Ramzaun. 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that having brought the Matter to 
that Part of the Charge which relates to the Storming and Surrender of Bidjey- 
gur, they fliould prefently proceed to call Evidence upon that Head. And in the 
mean Time they would fill up the Evidence which was left unfinilhed Yefterday, 
owing to the Accident of not having the Records of the Eaft India Company at Hand. 

And firft. With refpeft to the illegal Delegation to Mr. Haftings, the Houfe 
would be pleafed to rccollcft that they had produced the Minutes of the Council 
of the 2ift of May 1781, and the Minutes or the Council of the 3d of July 1781, 
by which tlicy liad (licwn Mr. Haftings’s Motive for deliring that Dclegaiion, the 
Appointment of himfclf (Mr. Haftings) to conduft the Bufinefs of the Supreme 
Council, with all the Authority of that Supreme Council, wherever he fliould be; — 
The Authority to Mr. Whelcr to condua all the Bufinefs of the Supreme Council, 
with all the Authority of the Supreme Council at Calcutta, and in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oiifla ; and Mr. Haftings’s Credentials. That they had referred 
to the Stat. 13 Geo. III. c. 63. feft. 7. which attaches upon the Two Standing Orders 
of the Company, the One or 1702, and the other of 1736 ; and that the Situation 
of tlic Evidence, with refpeft to thofc Orders, was as follows : They had produced 
the Original Drafts of thofe Orders fent out to Bengal by the Court of Direftors, 
and the Names of the Ships in which they were fent out, docketed upon the Papers ; 
That an Obje6tion had been taken, that there was no Proof of the Orders having ar- 
rived at Calcutta ; and therefore the Manners, without waving their Right to infift 
upon that as fufficient Evidence, were now to prove that thefe Documents did arrive 
at Bengal, which they fliould do in the following Manner; Firft, as to the Ordc« 
of 1702, theylhould prove the Tranfmiflion of the Standing Orders from Bengal to 
Europe, in confequence of the Requeft of the Court of Direiftors : And, Secondly, 
They would fliew the Arrival of the Standing Orders of 1736 at Calcutta. Having 

( • ) Vide fupra, P. 204. ( ) Vide fuprji, P. 206. 

() 


done 
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1. * (iionld nekt requeft the Attention of the Houfe to the Claufe of tlie 
iTofpafient attaching upon thcfe ftandin^rders > and, laftly, to conclude 
^^c Uft Sthc Delegation, they would produce^Sa^ge^h of a Letter from the 
the in the Year 1778, to (hew that thoielMs^ tiyAuthority con- 

‘^‘’“IfL fheDelSaron*^^^^^^ r 2 a;ded the Command of th?M^ 
ierred by , illegal by the Orders of the Directors contained in that Letter.* 

'"Tl InMl RoLrVHudfon was again called, and produced Book 59, mdorlcd as 
follows, “ 170a to 1727, Bengal Standing Orders. , 

Then the Witnefs was afleed, 

Q. h that a Letter from Bengal to the Court of Diredors ? 
aTNo. 

^ The ftlnding Orders tranfmitted from Bengal at the Requeft or Order of the Court of 

Were tliey tranfmitted by Letter from the Council of Bengal to the Court of Diredors f 
A. They were. 

(y What is the Date of that T ranfmiflion f 
aT id February 1728-9. 

Q. W.ns there any fubfequent TranfmifTion of the ftanding Orders of Bengal to the Court of 

Diredors hm^th^^ of '''<= * 737 - 

n Hn vou know of any other Tranfmiflion fincc the Year 1737 ? 

^ There is another Book of the ftanding Orders, brought down as low as the Year 1753. 

Were thofe likewil’e tranlmitted from Bengal ? 

A. From Bengal. 

C). Has there been any Tranfiniftion from Bengal fince the Year 1753 ? 
aT 1 believe not. 

The Counfcl for the Defendant ftated, That in the Year 1756, 
taken every Muniment of this Sort was, as they underftood, deltioyed. They 
Sed therlfore to know whether, at the Time of Mr. Haftmgs being appointed to 
the Government, there remained fubfifting on Record at Calcutta any ftanding Or er 

^^The Counfd°were alked, whether they meant to found upon this any Objeaion 

to the reading of thefe ftanding Orders. ^ . 

The Counftl replied, they did not ; that they had no particukr Ob)eaion to read- 
ing the ftanding Orders, if taken with this Explanation-tha Mr. Haftmgs had no 

Notice of them^-In other Words, that the 

and no Renewal of them fent to the Governor and Council Cdcutta, the Ma- 
nagers ought to prove Notice to Mr. Haftmgs, or they could not affeft him. 

The Houfe obferved, that it appeared the ftanding Orders had been tianfmitted 
from 1702 to 1753, atthelaftof which Periods it would appear, when wme 
to be rJad, what fhe ftanding Orders of the Company to the Governor 
cil at Bengal were; and that the Qpeftion, whether they came to the Notice of Mr. 

Haftings, was a Matter for after Confideration. 

Then the Managers for the Commons, in anfwcr to the Objc(fti(m taken by the 
Couiifel for the Defendant, defired to obferve, that the Seventh Seaion of btat. 13 
Geo. Ill, C.63. by which Mr. Haftings was appointed Governor General of Bejigal* 
is to the follLing Effeft. “ That the whole civil and military Governmen of t c 
PrefidenCy, and alfo the Ordering, ManagemenC and Government, of all the 
torial Acquifitions and Revenues, &c. are thereby vefted in f''"] Governor 

General Council, &c. in like Manner, to all Intents ^'?f/ 3 [rPreriden/and 
now are. or at any Time heretofore might have been excrcifed by the Prefident and 

CouS or SeleaLmmittee. in the faid Kingdoms.'' That as ‘l^cre 

at all concerning the Produaion of the Book by which the Exiftcncc of tholt ftanding 

Oi derrhad been proved, the Aa of Parliament attaching upon them was complete 

and abfolute Notice of them to the Defendam. Upon 
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Upon which the Counfcl for the Defendant were again aiked' whether they did 
or did not mean to objeft to thvftanding Orders, that were fent to the Company 
antecedent to the Year ly^JfOifgread f The Counfel replied, that they did not objeft 
to their beini^Ad^i^^he Obfervations they had before taken the Liberty of fub. 
mittingrroW Houfe. Whereupon the Managers for the Commons were informed 
they mi^ht proceed to read thofe {landing Orders. 

Read, the following Extraft from Book 59, Page 183. 

“ Fort William Standing Orders, N’aj. 

Received per Stretham, lOth September 1725, 

tn thr Com. “ Par. 4. Having heard Complaints of fomc Irregularities in fome of the Factories of either Com- 
mirnon (Idled panics, we do ftriiitly enjoin that all our Affairs be tranfadted in Council, and ordered and managed 
i4thrcb..7oi. c Council (hall determine, and not otherwife upon any Pretence whatfoever, and 

to ihat End, that all of the Council do refide upon the Place-, and though we hope you will be 
unanimous in the Purfuit of our common intcreft, yet if on Occafion it happen that your Votes 
are equally divided, the fame muft be determined by Lot, as we by our new Charter are direfted 
in fuch Cafe to do.” 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 57, indorfed, “ Fort William Standing Orders, 
Colleded for 12 Years, No. 6. Received 7th Auguft 1739, per Wager.” 


Read, the following Extrafl. 


“ Per Ship Nottingham, 
Dated 9th February 1736-7. 


All the fom- 
AfF.urs 
to he tranf* 
a».‘tcd ifi Coun- 
cil* 


“ Our Orders arc, that all our Affairs fhould be regularly tranfmitted* in Council, and every 
Member duly fummoned to attend.” 

The Managers for the Commons obferved, That the Word “ tranfmitted" was a 
Miftake, and fhould have been “ tranfafted.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired the Witnefs might be alkcd, 

Q. Whether the Orders which had been read, arc not now confidcred by the Eaft India 
Company as the ftanding Orders for the Dircftion of their Servants in Bengal ? 

A. We always confider tlicm fo. 

Q. Do you happen to know if they have been varied by any fubfequent Orders ? 

A. I do not know of any. 

Q. (Crofs examined.) Have you made any Search to fee whether there were any fubfequent 
Orders ? 

A. I have not but I have gone through the Correfpondence fo frequently, that if there had 
I mult certainly have known it. 

Q. Whether there were not Orders contradiftory to thofe Orders, namely, to the Order in 
1702, that all the Council fhould refide upon the Spot} and to the Order of 173^7* every 
Member fhould be duly fummoned to attend ? 


The Houfc obferved. That if there were fubfequent Orders of the Company in any 
Manner varying from the Orders that had been read, the proper Evidence of that would 
be to jrroduce them, and then the Faft would appear } but the Witnefs could not give 
diflintt Evidence of what is in Writing. 

The Counfel for the Defendant faid, They did not alk the Queftion for the Purpofe 
of giving Evidence of the fubfequent Orders, but to impeach the Memory of the Wit" 
iiefs, by leading his Rccollcflion to Orders which varied the former Orders, though 
he had faid there were none. 

I'he Houfe obferved, That nothing would be concluded by whether the Witnefs did, 
or did not remember the Whole of the Records of the Eaft India Company ; that 
nothing turned upon it. If there were other Orders they muft be produced, and then 
the Faft would appear. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 58, intituled, ” Bengal Difpatches 7th January 
1774 to 15th December 1775.” 


* Sic in Orig. See the Abflraa in the Mar|:in, and alfo the ExtraA of the Draught of the Company's 
Crueral Letter to Bengal, of the 9th February 173^* f^pr*) Pag® ‘ 
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Read, the foflbwing Extrafl", beginning at Page 49. 


“ P. 49. Inftruftions from the Court of Dircftors 
England trading to the Eaft Indies — To Warren Hal 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, the Honourable Georg 

He Governor 

General and Council ot the laid United Company’s Frclidency of Fort WilliTm in Bengal, 
by an Aft of Parliament palled in the lafl: Seflion, intituled, ‘ An Aft for cftablilhing 
‘ certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, 
* as well in India as in Europe.’ 



29th March 1 774. 
of Merchants of 
yernor General 1 


Read, from fame Book, Page 70. 


« Par. 39. It is alfo our exprefs Direftion, that you not only ftriftly attend to the Handing Orders 
of the Company, communicated to their Prcfidency of Fort William, but to all fuch Orders 
and Inftruftions as the Court of Direftors have tranfmitted to the Governor and Council, or Scleft 
Committee of the faid Prcfidency, and in an efpecial Manner to thofc which any Ways relate to 
forming proper Statements of our Revenues, and to the keeping of our Treafury Accounts j and if 
any of our Orders remain unexecuted, you are to take care that the fame be carried into Execu- 
tion in every inftance wherein they have not been annulled by the before mentioned Aft of 
Parliament, or fuperfeded by our prefent Orders and Inftruftions. 


London, 

29 March i 774 > 


George Cuming, 
Jolcph Sparkes, 

Pet. Lafcellcs, 

Cha* Boddam, 

Jn° Michie, 

Cha’ Chambers, junior. 
Hall, 

John Smith, 


(Signed at the F.nd) 

F.dw'' Whelcr, 

John Harriibn, 

Jn” Woodhoul'e, 

Sam' Peach, 

Fred'' Pigou, 

Daniel Wier, 

W"* James, 

T. B. Rous, 

George Tateni.' 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 41, ** intituled, Bengal Difpatchcs, 30th January 
1778 to 28th December 1778.” 

Read, from Page 378 of the faid Book, the 9th Paragraph of a Letter from the 
Court of Direftors to the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, 
dated London, the 7th May 1778, and figned, 

W"* Mills junior 
Cha* Boddam, 

Sam' Peach, 

Tho* Cheap, 

G. Tatem, 

R‘ Hall, 

Rob* Gregory, 

Jn“ Woodhoufc, 

L. Sulivan. 

“ Par. 9. As we do not intend that our Governor General fliall at any Time cxcrcife Military Com- 
mand beyond the Limits of the Garrifon of Fort William, it is our Order, that whenever the 
faid Governor General (hall find it neceflary to be abfent from the Prcfidency, his ufual and ac- 
cuftomed Body Guard only lhall attend him, and remain under his Command during fuch Ab- 
fcncc as aforefaid j and the fame Rule is to be obferved refpefting every Prefident and Governor at 
our other Settlements.” 


G, Wombwcll, 
W" James, 

Ben. Booth, 
Jofeph Sparkes, 
J. Purling, 

Jn° Michie, 
Rich'' Becher, 
W. Devayncs, 


Then the Managers for the Commons Rated, That there was another Chafm left 
in the Evidence of Yefterday refpefting the Recall of Mr. Fowke, and the Appoint- 
ment of Mr. Markham to be Refident at Banaris, which they ftiould now fupply, in 
order to flicw the Intention and View of Mr. Haftings in making that Appointment, 
»nd in his fubfequent Journey to Banaris. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 54, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 4th Ja- 
nuary to 29th March 1781.” 


Read, 



♦ Sic in Oilg- 
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sjfl 

Read, the following Extraft from a Confaltation of 14th January I781, beginning 
at Page 133 of the faid Book. 

** Fort William, 14th January 1781. 

“ At a Council •, Prefent, 

Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident; 
and Edward Wheler Efquirc. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Command at Fort St. George. 


“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

“ Governor General. — While this Government is charged with fuch extcnCve Concerns, and 
hath to contend with Difficulties equal perhaps to thofc in which even the fupreme Adminiftration 
of the Britilh Empire is at this Period involved, it may at Icaft claim as a Right what, under any 
other Sylleni of Government that hath ever yet cxilled, would bcimpofcd on it as* indifpenfable 
Obligation, to employ and cxercile the Powers which arc inherent in its Conftitution, and which 
are immediately neceffary to the Support, and eventually to the Exiftcnce of thofc effential intcrefts 
which it holds in Charge. On this Principle 1 claim the Right of nominating the Agent, of my 
own Choice, to the Refidency of Benares. It is a Rcprcfcntativc Station, and cannot, without a 
Contradidion, be the Charge of a Man not preferably chofen to it, by the Members of the aftual 
Government, and holding it by an Authority independent of theirs. Speaking for myfclf alone, it 
may he (ufficient to affirtn, that Mr. Francis Fowke is not my Agent j that f cannot give him my 
Confidence i that, while he continues at Benares, he (lands as a Screen between the Raja and this 
fjovernment, inftead of an Inllrument of Controul •, and that the Raja himfclf, and every Chief in 
I-Iindoft.in, with whom we are in Connedion, will regard it as the Pledge and Foundation of his 
lndcpcnd.incc. 

“ To Mr. Fowke himfclf I h.ivc no perfonal Objedion : I approve his Condud, and efteem his 
Charader and I believe that I might depend upon his exad and literal Obedience and Fidelity in 
tlie Execution of the Fundions annexed to it. My Objedion I have ftated above, and it is infu- 
pcrable. 

“ The Perfon whom 1 have chofen to fuccecd him I confidcr as (landing in the fame Degree of 
Confidence and Eftimation with Mr. Wheler as myl'elf. I adopted him (if I may fo exprefs myfelf) 
from his Family and Patronage, and affigned him an Office or the higheft Tru(t near my own Per- 
fon, with Mr. Wheler’s Approbation •, and from a Forefight of the Event which has fince made us 
the Copartners of this Government, and which fuggefted to me the Prt^riety of employing fuch 
Agents as would be agreeable to him, while they pofTelTcd the other Requifitei for my own Con- 
fidence. I therefore think him, on every Confidcration, the fitted to fill the Office in Queftion. 

“ I therefore move that Mr. Francis Fowke be immediately removed from the Refidency of Bc- 
naras, and that Mr. William Markham may be appointed to it in his Stead. 

“ While I thus acquit myfelf of what I conceive to be a public Duty, it is my Defire at the fame 
Time to indemnify Mr. Fowke from the Confcqucncc.s perfonally attending it towards him. 

“ I therefore move, that he be at the fame Time invefted with the Appointment of Agent for the 
Provifion of all Boats to be employed for the Military Services of this EAablifhment, with an 
Allowance of a CommifTion of 1 5 per Cent, i^on all his Dilburfements in this Office j that the 
executive Charge thereof take Place from the Period of the Expiration of Colonel Morgan’s prefent 
Contrail, and that until that Time, and for Three Months following it, he be allowed to draw his 
prefent Allowance of 1000 Rupees per Month. 

“ 1 propofe this Method in preference to a Contrail, becaufe I am convinced from Experience, 
that the Service will be better performed by this Alteration, although it is liable to one material 
Objeilion in its natural Influence on his Expences. This is a Defcdl which can only be corredled 
by the Probity of the Peribn who is entrufted with fo important a Charge j and 1 am willing to have 
it underftood, as a Proof of the Confidence which I repofe in Mr. FowkeJ' fhat I have propofed 
this Appointment in Oppofition to a general Principle to a Trud fo condituted. 

I move alfo, that Mr. John Benn be appointed AlTidant to the Refident at Benaras. 

“ Mr. Wheler delivers in the following Minute. 

“ Mr. Wheler. — I accede to the Propriety of the Governor General’s Arguments, and think 
them particularly applicable to the prefent State of this Government. I am alfo highly flattered by 
the Choke the Governor General has made of a Gentleman to fill this important Station, who was 
formerly under my Patronage, and who is dill in my Confidence : But as Mf. Fowke has not yet 
fignified his Willingnefs to accept of the Compenfation propofed to him in Exchange for bispre- 
ient Appointment, I mud decline giving my Afient to his immediate Removal. 

“ The Governor General’s Motion being agreed to, 

« Rcfolvcd, That Mr. William Markham be accordingly appointed Refident at Benaras, 
and Mr. John Benn hisAffidant. 

“ Refolved, Tliat Mr. Francis Fowke be inveded with the Appointment of Agent for the ProvU 
fion of all Boats to be employed for the Military Services of this Edablilhment, with an Allowance 
of a Comtniffion of 15 per Cent, upon all his Dilburfements in this Office, thcexecutive Charge of 
which is to take Place from the Period of the Expiration of Colonel Morgan’s prefent Contra^ i 
and that to that Time, and for Three Months following it, he be permitted to draw his prefent 
Allowance of 1000 Rupees per ^lundi. 

5 Edw^. Wheler.’’ 


Then 
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Tli«h the for the Commons ftated, Tl^^is clofctl the Ejrjdenee which 

had been left tmfinrfhed on the preceding Day > and now p Med upon the 

rcinainiog Part of the Article j out that before they enterediuroi% rfUii|| fUjnrp relative 
to the Capture of-Bk^egur, they would prove one Ciitumftance iii ItluRQS 2 M|f that 
Part of the Cliarge which rcfpetSled the Proceedings at Benares. 

They dcfecd the Houfe to rccollcfl, that it had been dated as a particular Severity 
to put ao Hindoo under Arrd(l*j therefore they would now produce a Letter •videprnua 
from Shujih ul Dowlah to Mr. Haftings, the Ciovernor Genera^ where that Sen- 
timent was. exprefled, and which Sentiment had aftually been put upon Record 
by Mr. Haftinga hinrielf. Introduflwy to which, they added, it might be proper 
to inform them, 'that in 1^3 Mr. Hadings made a Journey to the Upper Provinces } 
that he there cohcertedi vanciios Schemes with the Vizeer, among the red a Scheme 
f r the Eittlrpation of the -J^ohillas} that Colonel Champion commanded the 
BiitUh Army upon that Expedition 1 that the Vizeer complained of the Colonel by 
Letter to the Board* wpon the Receipt of which he was put upon his Defence 1 and 
this was the Letter, , 

1 he Common* further dated, That they produced this Extract to Ihew, by the bed 
Evidence they thougjit the Nature the Thing would admit, that the Difgrace of the 
Rajah Cheyt Sing was in the Eyes of all the Europeans, and People of Hindudan, 
particulaily fevere to him. 

The Witnefs produced Book 60, intituled, “ Fort William Country Correfpondence, 
received from id January to 29th December 1774,” 

Read, Extraft of a Letter from the Nabob Sujah ul Doulah to the Governor Ge- 
neral, received on the aSth November 1774, as follows: 


“ My Friend, 

“ The Cafe is, that all the Infantry in my Service know the Cuftom of the Army, that if any 
One commits a Fault, he will be impriioned for it, and think nothing of being put under a Guard •, 
but there are other Hindoftanies, and the Ncjcb Battalions, and others in my Service, who confidct 
it as the hightil Difgrace to be put under a Guard { and if any one attempts it, they will defend 
themfeives againft it, and rather lofe (heir Lives than fubmit to i'uch a Dilhonour.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons dated, That th^v wilhed now to call the At* 
tention of the Houfe to the Letters or Orders iflued by Mr. Hadings to Colonel Pop- 
ham, icfpefting the Attack of Bidjegur and the Prize Money j previoufly remarking, 
th.1t the Fil'd Letter they Ihould produce would be read from a Copy, without either 
Addrefs or Conclufion. They obferved, it had been contended this was a Letter of a 
private Nature} that it had begun, “ Dear Sir,” and concluded in the fame Manner: 
and Mr. Hadings having fhewn he intended to make that Didinftion between public 
Orders and private Letters, they (hould read it, fubjeiJl to the following Obfervation j 
that no doubt the Houfe would judge from the Letter itfclf, without regarding Ad- 
dreffes or Conclulions. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 17, intituled, “ Bengal Public Confultations, 
from the 23d May to the 3d July 1782 j” and the Managers for the Commons defued 
an Extrafl of a Confultation held on the ajd May 1782, beginning at Page 12, 
might be read. 

The Counfcl for the Defendutt wilhed that die Introduflion to the faid Extrad 
might be read. 


Pub. Dfp*. 
Thurfday. 


Bead, the following Extra^s, beginning at Page 7 of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, 23d May 1782. 

** At a Cooncil > Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Efquire, Governor General, Prefident. 

Edward Whefcr, \ i?rn.iir« 

and John Maephertbit, 3 

Lieutenant General Sk Eyrd Coote, K. B. abfent on Duty at Fort St. George. 

(“ * The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, and begs Leave to record his Cor* 
i^pondehce with Mtyor Fopbam on the SiibjeA. 

“ 23d May 1782. The Govfr- 

“ Governor General.— I am much affc^led by the Letter which has been addrefled by the • 

Officers of 'Major Popham’is late Detachment in reply to the Demand made on them by the correfpon- 
Board in their General Orders of the 23d of February. They declare, that, upon a Reference 

■ " ■ ■ r - 


Vide Note fopra. Page 66. 
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“ to my Lcttei'^ dated the 2 2 d of QAober and 3d of November I78i» they Cannot but be of 
“ Opinion, twWhey (i, clearly and inconteftibly invefted Major Popham with 

“ full Powc rJq fc^jj^cL/C^itn of the EflfeCts and Treafurc found in the Fort of Bi^cy 
“ Ghu*|t5'’(^(^^?rnind me of the Conduft of the Troops, of which I myfelf have been an Eye 
“ Wiit[^» and to whom every Degree of Merit has been repeatedly allowed*, adding, “how 
“ ll-nlibry muft the Honourable Governor General himfelf be ane^led, were he to fee the Reward 
“ wliich he held out to thofe Troops taken from them by that very Power to whom they have 
“ looked up for Encouragement !” And they exprefs their Hope, that “ the Board will be in- 
“ duced to permit them peaceably to enjoy wliat it is apparent from the whole Tenor of my 
“ Condud I wifhed them to poflefs." 

“ 1 yet acknowledge, with a Conviftion of the Obligation unchanged by the Reproach of it, 
“ the Ipirited and di'cclual Services wliich were performed by the Officers of Major Popham’s 
“ late Detachment, and the Zeal which excited them. I receive and confirm their Atteftation of 
“ the Wifhes which were uniformly manifefted by me, to bellow on. them a Reward adequate to 
“ their Merits ; and even that, though with fome Difference in the Mode, which they aflumed 
“ for themfelvcs. But I deny that I ever “ invefted Major Popham with a full Power,” or with 
“ any Power to order a Diftribution of the Effefts and Treafure found in the Fort, or that I had 
“ any fuch Intention, or that the Words which have been quoted from my Letters to prove it, 
“ arc or can be taken in that Senic by any Conftruftion, however forced. 

“ When I left Benares, I had Hopes given me of a very different Termination of this Affair; 
“ I therefore fuppreffed the Letters which had pafted between me and Major Popham refpeCling 
“ it. 'I hefc are now become ncceflary for my Juftification, and for that Purpofe I do not, with- 
“ out much Reluftance, lay them in their conneded Order before the Board, requefting that Co- 
“ pies of the other Papers which have been recorded on this Subjeft may be added to them by the 
“ Secretary, and that the Whole may be tranfmitted by the next Difpatches to the Court of Di- 
“ redors, 

“ Notwithftanding the Want of Refjped which has been fhewn to me by the Officers of Major 
“ Popliam’s Detachment, I yet feel fo warm a Remembrance of their Services, tlut I am un- 
“ willing to truft to the Equality of my own Judgment, in propofing the Step which may be 
“ proper to be taken for aflerting the Rights of the Company, th^ Authority of Government, or 
“ the relative Claims of the Officers to a Participation of the Treafure and other Plunder ac- 
“ quired by the Surrender of Bidjey Ghur. 

“ I will confefs, that I am not folicitous to compel the Officers to refund all the Money 
“ which they have aflumed; it would perhaps, with all the Aid of the Law, be impoffible*, nor 
“ am I now very anxious for the Ufe of it on Loan. We have it, though not immediarely un- 
“ tier its proper Term, nor tendered, as it ought to have been, by the Officers themfelvcs. 

“ The Points which I am moft anxious to obtain are, the Eftablifhment of the Right in what- 
“ ever Manner, and a fair Diftribution. I can fcarce fupprefs a Degree of Refentment, even at this 
“ Diftance of Time, when I refled that many Officers to whom the Service was moft indebted 
“ for the Redudion of the Province of Benares, and even this Government perhaps to its Exiftence, 

“ have been fliarcdout by others who had no Part in any of the cfiential Adions of the Campaign, 

“ but came in juft at the Clofe of it, to make their Fortunes by Treafurcs, in the Seizure of whicli 
“ tlic fuccefsful Exertions of others had enabled them to participate. 

“ I muft particularly refer to the Cafe of Major Crabb, whole Exclufion diflionours the Dccifion 
“ which paffed it ; I will not enumerate others. 

“ I entreat the Board, for the Reafons which I have already alleged, to fparc me the painful 
Office of jiropofing what may be ncceflary for their Condud in this Bufinefs, prefuming that they 
are now in Pollcflion of all the Materials required for proceeding upon it.”) 5 

Here the Managers for the Commons obferved, That as the Houfe were now in 
PofTcflion of the Manner and Caufe of the Letters they were about to read being in- 
troduced upon the Confultation, it would fave Time to ftate the Ufe and Purpofe they 
intended to make of them. 

Then tliey dated, That there were Two Charges againft Mr. Haftings, relative to 
the Prize Money : one, that he did illegally grant that Prize Money, and the Effeft it 
produced; the other, that he afterwards faithlcfsly endeavoured to take it away: 
That having premifed this now, they Ihould probably not find it ncccffary to troubje 
the Houfe with any further Obfervations upon that Head. 

Then the Clerk proceeded to read as follows : 

“To Major Popham, commanding before Bidjegur. 

** Benares, the azdOiftober 1781, lo o’Clock P. M. 

^ [“ I am this Inftant favoured with yours of Ycftcrday. Mine to you of the fame Date has before 

this Time acquainted you with my Refolutions and Sentiments refpefting the Rannee. I think 
every Demand Ihe has made to you, except that of Safety and Rcfpc^l for her Perfon, is unreafon- 
able. If the Reports brought to me arc true, your rejefting her Offers, or any Ncgociation with her, 
would foon obtain you Pofleffion of the Fort upon your own Terms. I apprehend that ffic wiH 

contrive 
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contrive to defraud the Captors of a confiderablc Part of the Booty, by bcinc fuftercd to retire 
^thout Examination j but this is your Conridcration,%n^not mine : I Iho'i^^c forty that your 
Officers and Soldiers loft any Part of the Reward to which n ^d, but I cannot 

make any Objeftion; as you muft be the bed Judge of the Expedic ffi ^»wi 4 tj<i ^ jii^i^ Indulgence 
to the Rannee. What you have engaged for I will certainly ratify i but ..^^l^Sjteiitting the 
Rannee to hold the Pergunnah of Kurteek, or any other in the Zemindary, withodOTng fubject 
to the Authority of the Zemindar, or any^ Lands whatever, or indeed making any Conditions with 
her for a Provifion, I will never confent to it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed; Warren Ihfiinos.” 

“ N. B. The initial and concluding Addrefles of this Letter arc omitted in the only 
Copy of it preferved by the Governor, but he knows that the Letter was laim^ 
liar and not official.” 


« Dear Major, “ Benares, the 3d November 1781. 

“ My Duan Contoo Bouboo has (hewn me a Letter addrefled to him from Panna, the Mother of 
Cheit Sing, intreating his Intcrccffion that (he may be relieved from the Hardffiips and Dangers of 
her prefent Situation, and offering to furrender the Fort of Bidjygur, and the 1 rcafurc and valu^lc 
Effects contained in it, provided Ihc can be affured of Safety and Proteftion to her Perfon and Ho- 
nour and to that of her Family and Attendants •, and that Contoo himfclf will undertake to coiuluel 
her out of the Fort to fuch Place of Security as fhc ftall choofe. As this Oiler affords a Prolpeft of 
your obtaining Poffeffion of the Fort, and the Wealth which it contains, without further Lois or 
Delay, I have judged it proper to accept it, and direfted Contoo to repair to your Camp immediate- 
ly with as many Doolies and Cauhrs as can be colleftcd for the Conveyance of Panna, her Family, 
and fuch Ncccffaries as arc indifpenfiblc to Women of their Condition. 

“ You will be plcafed, when Contoo arrives with you, to fend a Meffengcr of your own, accom- 
panied with one from him, to acquaint Panna that I have fent him conformably to her Rcqucll, to 
receive and conduft her with Safety and Honour to whatever Place (he may choofe as her lU faience, 
and that I am willing to grant her now the fame Conditions to which I at firft confented, provided 
that (be delivers into your Poffeffion, within Twenty-four Hours from the Time of receiving your 
Meffagc, the Fort of Bidjigur, with the I'rcafurc and Effefts lodged therein by Cheyt Sing, or 
any of his Adherents, with the Referve only as abovementioned of fuch Articles as you ihall think 
neceffary to her Sex and Condition, or as you (ball be difpofed of yourfelf to indulge her with. It 
ftie complies, as I expeft (he will, it will be your Parc to fccure the Fort and the Property it contains, 
for the Benefit of yourfelf and Detachment. I have only further to requeft, that you’ll grant an 
Efcort, if Panna (hould require it, to conduft her here, or wherever (he may choofe to retire to. 
But (hould (he refufe to execute the Promife (he has made, or delay it beyond the Term of I wcnty- 
four Hours, it is my pofitivc Injunction, that you immediately put a Stop to any further Intcrcourfc 
or Ncgociation with her, and on no Pretext to renew it. If (he difappoints or trifks with me, after 
I have fubjefted my Duan to the Difgrace of returning ineffectually, and of courl'c mylelf to Dil- 
credit, I (hall confider it as a wanton Affront and Indignity which I can never forgive, nor will I 
grant her any Conditions whatever, but leave her expofed to thofc Dangers which (he has chofen to 
nfque, rather than truft to the Clemency and Gcncrolity of our Government. I think (he cannot be 
ignorant of thefe Confequences, and will not venture to incur them j .and it is for this Rcalbn I 
place a Dependance on her Offers, and have confented to fend my Duan to her. 

Yours, &c. 

“ (Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

« Dear Sir, Camp, Bijec Ghur, loth November 1781. 

“ I have the Honour to inform you, that laft Night about Twelve o’Clock, the Grenadiers took 
Poffeffion of the Weftern Gate of Bijec Ghur, after the Rannee had played with and deccivetl us 
from Ten o’Clock in the Morning, when (he had agreed that it fliould have been given up to us. 

“ Permit me to requeft your Orders, Sir, with refpeCt to the future Difpofition of the 1 roops j 
and at the fame Time, to beg Major Gardiner may have the carrying on what Works (hall be 
judged neceffary for the Repairs of the Fore of Bigee Ghur, as it is with the greateft 1 ruth I affurc 
you we arc much indebted to his Labours and Services for the Fall of the Place. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

The Honourable “ with the greateft RefpeCi, &c. 

Warren Haftings Efq. “ (Signed) W" Popham. 

“ Dear Sir, Camp Bijce Ghur, 12th November 1781. 

” I did myfclf the Honour, the Day before Ycftcrday, to inform you of the Surrender of tfiis 
Place, and the Situation of Affairs at that Time. 

" The Rhannee came out of the Fort with her Family and Dependants the toth at Night, owing 

to which fuch Attention was not paid to her as 1 wilhed i and 1 am exceedingly forry to inform 

you 
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,m tlut th. Li«3,>..fnrfi of oor Follo.or. »» ^ond the Bounds of Vkir'jS: 

ftanciipifi! all I covilKlo, her People wt^ilundcrcd on the Ro^ of of tte Th^gs whicb 
S ey brought outfe \c one of the Amclcs of Surrender h“ 1"' 

frinoed -fheDiflfe^'-^ upon this O.cafion cannot «prfflfd. and «“ <>"•? be alUyed by 
a finn Pcrir«^,mthe other Anicles of the Treaty, which I lhall make it my BuGnefs to cn- 

S^icions which the Officers had of Treachery, and the Delay made toour «tting PoGcf- 
fion, had enriged then as well as the Troops fo much, that the Treaty wai at Grft regarded as 
void ; but this®Dete.mination was foon fuccceded by Pity and Compaffion for the untoftunate 

^'^‘'*"The Women arc now in Tents at a little Diftance from the Camp, with a proper Safeguard; 
and 1 have lent into the Fort for thofc Convcnicncics which arc 

tlie llhannce will have her Share of Fifteen per Cent, exaflly paid her. She will rcmam here -until 
fuch l ime as hearers and Carriages can be procured to convey her to Benares, ^ ® 

refide but die carneltly begs that (he may not be dependant upon the old Rhannce, the new 
r! Ih. or Oun-aun SmJ.jJlic tells me th/t (he has a Houfe at Benares (that I bd^vern whjeh^ 
the Nabob oaadut Ally now lives), alfo another at Gungapore about 

ihefelhe hopes for f rom your Indulgence, and, for future Support, “ 

your (.encrofuy. Cantoo Baboo is with the Rhannce; and as fhe has * 

Captain Scott may piteli his Tent near hers, and accompany her on her Way to Benares, I 

conlcntcd, and he will move accordingly. t. r » a 

“ I have to requclt that you will give Orders for fuch a Number ©f Bearers and Coolies as c 

be colleacd, to be lent here immediately to condoft the Rhannce and h« Family, ® ^ 

in all about Three hundred Women, befides Children. Thirty or Forty Coupalas will idfo be nc- 
Ifary ; and if fomc Bazaar is likewife fent, it will make the Journey «rfcaiy convenient I ffiail 
furnilh a lufficient Efcort. Every Means is taking to procure Bearers here, but I fear this Cou y 
svill alFord but very few, on which Account I hope many will come from Benares. 

» Dhouda Buugut may juftly be faid to have occafioncd the Rhannce s Sufferings, as he caulel 
the Delay in the Surrender of the Fort. Bogwifdial the Buxey, on the 711^1 

gicaiclt flonour; and ftiould he furvive the Fever he is now ill of, I think he «>•.' Aj* 

fention of Government. Chumput Roy alfo demands Praife for the Sufferings which his Attach- 
ment to our Government has drawn on him. fic is likewife with the Rhannce. 

« I have the Honour to be, with high Refpeft, &c. 

(Signed) W^Popham.” 

“ I'lic Honourable Warren Haftings Efq. 

‘‘ To Major Popham. 

,4 Chunar, 14th November 1781. 

« I have received your Letter of the i2th, and finccrcly congratulate you on the cafy Conqueft 

which yow have made of Bidjy Gur. i 

“ It gives me gre.it Concern that the Licentioufnefs of any Perfons under your Command 
ftiould ifavc given Caufe to complain of the Infringement of the fmalleft Article of the Capitula- 
lion in favour of the Mother of Cheyt Sing and her Dependant^ I hope you ‘‘‘feover the 
Offenders, and oblige them to make Reftitution, and alio punifh them in the moG 
Manner. I rely on your Humanity and Juftice to make her all the Rccompcncc in ’ 

by a Icrupulous Attention to enforce the Performance of *be "taming Simulations m her Fav^^ 

“ Bearers, Co-dics, and other Conveyances have been ordered for the Women and their E • 

I |,e Mother of Cheic Sing, her Family and Attendants, may reftde wherever fhe plealcs; and fh- 
ftiall be put in Polfcirion of fuch Houles as arc her own immediate Property. . 

« fhe Subject on which I am now to write is a very difagrmble and painful ' 

dilpenfahle. 1 have received Information which, though private, is certainly ‘b» ^ 

bale already diftributed One Dividend of the Treafure found in Bidjy Gur amongft the Offi«r^nd 
i'roops on the Spot. If this be true, I am very forry for it, as, on rnany 

to me tl.,it fuch Diftribution is premature. I apprehend that it is a PropoBtion “ ^‘‘PT* 
that every I'liing acquired by the Arms of a State belongs ®'®**^bich etnployed • 

By Charters and Adts of Parliament, the foie Right to all Conquefts or Captures m y 
tLiipany’s Arms were vefted in the Company. U was however my ^ ."Jf 

utmoll Authority and Influence to have obtained for Troops 'b' Seme* 

Clieyt Sing the whole Booty which might be found m Bidjygur or other Places. I ^ 

the due Reward of their Services, and Recompertcc of their Sufferings, but I iiever ‘bey 

ftiould feizc it and Icramble for it. Bef.des, if the aftual Right was in the Army at a to 

bke this, when the Exigencies of the Company are fo great, forely they '"‘gbt bj’j ° 

have benefited by the immediate Ufe of it a. a Uan. I had, I muftow^ 

your Ddcretion. that I did expeft, if the T«afure found in the Fort 

i-able. you would nor have proceeded to any Diftribution of it until yw had 

to the Board, and obtained their Sanflion for appropriating it to the Troops, or at tealt 

you would have reprefented it to me, as I am fo near you. „ 

6 
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«» It gives me ftill greater Concern to learn that you have excluded from any Benefit in this va- 
luable Capture all the Troops not immediately adling in the Siege of Bidjygiir. I have received 
a ftrong Repreientation from the Officers of Major WhitTj^egimcnt of their C^jim to an equal 
Share with the Troops compofing your Detachment i and wSaJ^coi^der the "^ices and Suf- 
ferings of that Regiment, I cannot help being of Opinion that U ^ You will re- 

collect that it was the firft employed, and was expofed in Two ACtions, wlfcr$®Ph|aj|jjoer and 
Honour were to be expeClcd ; that it marched to our Relief at Benares, and h^aHUsWjice been 
furnilhing Detachments and Efcorts to facilitate the Succefs of your Operations. Su^ neither 
Jufticc nor Generofity will admit that a partial Dillribution of Benefits fliould take place amongfl: 
Corps engaged in the fame Service, and co-operating to the fame Effcft, bccaufc a Part of them 
happen to be employed at a Diftance from the Place where fuch Benefits arc immediately obtained. 
It will hardly be fuppofed by thofc Claimants that you could have overlooked their Pretenfions, or 
not have expefted that they would have urged them ; and they will interpret fo prccipit.ate a Di- 
vifion of the Booty into a Defign of precluding them from any Share in it. Whatever may be 
the Dccifion of the Board refpefting the Trealure in Queftion, the Claim of the 6th Regiment is 
unqueftionably as juft as that of the aftual Captors. I mutt therefore require of you to fufpend .my 
further Dividend or Dittribution until the Orders of the Board refpefting it are received, and 1 
dcfire you will order and require the Officers, who have already (hared, to refund the Sums which 
they have refpeflively received, and acquaint them if they do not they will be refponfiblc to Govern- 
ment, and that I'uch Sums, as well as what (hall remain, are and mutt be fubjeft to the final 
Decifion of the Board. 

“ Let me add, as a Suggeftion worth your Attention, that if you do perfift to decide by your 
own Authority on the Claims of the Captors, you may, and I foretell that this will afluredly 
prove lb, withdraw the Queftion from our immediate Government to make it a National Concern. 
You might have expected every partial Regard from the Board, from myfelf efpccially, who have 
been a pcrfonal Objeft of your Operations, which we could legally bellow •, and whatever we had 
decreed on fo meritorious an Occafion would have received the undoubted Approval of the Com- 
pany, with whom it would have finally retted or have fallen, with their Difpleafurc, if they had 
not approved it, on us alone. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

“To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ Yefterday Evening I was honoured by your Letter, without Date, too late to reply to it by 
the Return of the Dawk. 

“ My mod carneft Endeavours have been ufed in performing every Article of the Treaty of 
Capitulation in Favour of the Mother of Cheit Sing-, and (he will have the Whole of, if not more 
than, thole EfFeitts, &c. which were agreed to be given up. I have provided as many Bearers, 
Doolies, and other Conveyance, as will fuffice for her Journey to Benares, which (he began this 
Day, accompanied, at her own particular Requett, by Captain .Scott and Cantoo Baboo. I could 
have wiflicd her to remain a Day or two longer, till more Convcniencics could have been provided ; 
but as (lie was exceedingly anxious to move, I did not think it advifable to prevent her. 

“ It gives me the mod fincere Concern to find, that a Conduitt, which I flattered myfelf would 
have met with your Approbation, has unfortunately incurred your Difpleafure ; but 1 am the more 
fcnfibly hurt, as the Letters I had the Honour to receive from you, before this, gave me every 
Realbn to fuppofc that you were of Opinion the Effefts and Money in Bijce Ghur (liould imme- 
diately become the Property of the Captors, which Idea, fo correfpondent to my own and all tlic 
Officers Wilhes, occafioned the Condu< 5 l I purfued. 

“ Alluding to the then propofed Capitulation, in your I-etter of the aad Odlober, you are 
pleafed to lay, “ I apprehend, that Ihe will contrive to defraud the Captors of a confidcrablc 
Part of the Booty, by being I'ufFcred to retire without Examination j but this is your Confidcra- 
tion, and not mine. I (hould be forry that your Officers and Soldiers loft any Part of the Re- 
ward to which they arc fo well entitled.” 

“ In the letter which I was honoured with on the 3d inftant, you arc pleafed to give me the 
following Order, on the Suppofition that the Rliannce would lurrendcr the Fort : — “ It will be 
your Part to fecure the Fort, and the Property it contains, for the Benefit of youifclf and De- 
tachment} and I have only further to requeft, that you will grant an Efcori to Panna, ihould 
Ihe require it, to condudl her here, or wherever Ihe may chufe to retire to.” 

“ Convinced before of the Jullnefs of the Detachment’s Claims to the Property in the Fort, 
your fo cbearful and pofitive Acquiefeence in the Opinion made me doubly happy to (hare amongli 
the Officers and Troops the Reward of their Services ; and the Order conveyed to me in the laft 
Extradk from your Letter made me do it immediately, before a Separation of the T roops Ihould 
take Place, which I regarded as the beft Security againft Jealoufies and Sufpicions that might na- 
turally arilc, in cafe of Delay. 

“ Before the Fall of the Fort it was determined, agreeable to the general Senfe of the Officers, 
that the Seniors Ihould form a Committee for the- Dillribution of the shares. Major Mofes Craw- 

4 C furd, 
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furd, the Firft of the Number, accordingly was appointed to command the Wrty to take Poffcfliori 
of the Fort. The other Members of the Committee went in with him, ahd have held the whole 
Power in their ft^nds ever fince, widj^ my having the fmalleft Interference, except to demand 
the (iipulated and Sha«H#fwty Thing for the Rhannee. 

« It as well as unncccflary, for me to enter into Arguments with you, 

Sir cowrf 5 *ftfcl^Rights of the Ct)mpany, from Charters and Afts of Parliament in their Fa- 
vour •, Sh* /cn allowing, for the prefent, that the Right of Plunder was vefted in the Company, 

1 apprchftld that your Order to Iccure the Fort, and the Property in it, for the Ufe my felt 
and Detachment, was a fufficient Authority for my (haring the Capture among the Officers and 
Troops under my Command *, but more cfpecially as the Minutes of Council, inucd in General 
Orders, vefted you with the full Powers of the Board ■, and, of courfc, any Decifion you made was 

regarded as a final one of the Supreme Council. ... 

‘‘ The Officers of the Detachment regarded alfo your generous and impartial Determination m 
their Favour with Veneration and Gratitude, as it laved them the Anxiety of Suipcnee, and was 
a Mark of your Approbation of their Services ; yet, at the fame Time, they did not admit a 
Doubt of the Contents of the Fort of Bidjic Ghur being their Prize. 

With reineft lo the Exigencies of the Company, every Officer of the Detachment would, I 
dare fay, be ready to adminifter fingly to their Convenience, as their Circumftanccs would allow j 
but to give in One Sum the Whole of their Property, without its being properly divid^, they 
did not think would be expected, as a general Bond lurely cannot be eftcemed fufficient Security 

^°'^‘‘*^Sarffin»^”he'Ex of Major White’s Regiment, the Committee of Diftribution will 
undoubtedly mvc Realbns for their Conduft, and the Officers of that Regiment will then be able 
to judge how'tar the Exclufion has been juft, which, 1 believe, has been regulated by Cuftom. 

“ I'lie Plunder being (hared, and become the prefent Property of the di(Fcrcnt Sharers, I do 
not think myfclf competent to give an Order for a Refund. The Officers and Troops will judge 
how far they arc liable to anfwcr to Government for having received it. The Decifion of the 
Board will, I am certain, be received with that refpedfful Attention it is their Duty to pay, 
and 1 beg Leave, Sir, to oflTer you my fincerc Thanks for your promifed Influence to make it 

“ From the Ufages of all Services I have ever heard of, and had the Honour of being em- 
ployed in, I was firmly of Opinion that the Right of Plunder was vefted in the Captors. The In- 
Itanccs of Plunder being (hared in this and other Countries, without any prior Application to the 
Members of Government, have been many ; and it would be only. Sir, intruding on yom Patience 
to enumerate them. I will therefore only add, ever happy in the AlTurancc of your Efteem and 
Fricndlliip, that I hope, from your Indulgence, the Claims on the Part of the C^pany to be 
withdrawn', and that from your Acquiefcence and Favour we may obtain the quiet Enjoyment of 
what, I have every Rcafon to believe, you will not think unworthy the Services of mylelt and the 

I’roops under my Command. o r r r, r n. 

“ I have the Honour to be, with every Senfe of ReTpect, 

“ Sir, &c. 

“ Camp near Bijec Ghur, t6th Nov. 1781. (Signed) William Popham. . 

“ To Major Popham. 

<1 sjp Chunargur, Nov. i8th, 1781. 

« I liavc this Day received your Letter of the i6th inftant. Since my private Letters have 
been received and quoted as Authority, I regret that they were not more guardedly written, and 
yet more that they were written at all. Their obvious Conftrudlion is, that I myfclf confidered 
the Plunder of Bidjygur as fo much the due Reward of the Officers and Soldiers whofe Services 
had earned it, that 1 exprefled it as decidedly theirs. Had my Letters been official, or intended for 
the Uriel Interpretation which you have given to them, I fliould have declared the fame Sentiments 
in Subflance, but in more warrantable Language. It is moft probable that I (liould have fignified 
my Opinion that the Officers and Soldiers were entitled to fliarc between them the Whole of the 
'I'rcafure and valuable E(fefts taken in Bidjygur i not as theirs by any pofitive or declared Law, 
or by tire Right of Cuftom, but as the Effedl of that Claim which Merit has to optional Bountyt 
that if the Amount had been even confidcrable, but not enormoufly great, I might have cxercifed 
the Authority with which I have been invefted, to allow the immediate Diftribution of it, that no 
Part of its h.lfeft might be loft by Delay ; but that if the Sum was lb great as to become a public 
Objed, 1 ffiould certainly have hoped, that to remove the popular Envy which might attend its 
Appropriation to the Benefit of Individuals, it might have been tendered by the Officers thcmfclvcs 
for the immediate Relief of the Company in the prefent DiftreUcs, on Loan, for Bonds fcverally 
granted to each Sharer, not, as you fuppoled would be necefiTary, to the Whole collcdivclyi 
which, as the Company’s Bonds arc ncgociable, would have as cfitftually fccured their Property in 
them, as if the Sums charged to each Bond had been aftually lent in the common Mode i but, at all 
Events, if 1 had thought it proper to refer the final Decifion to the Board, I (hould have taken 
upon myfclf tlic firft Refponfibility of the Gift, by adviling it, and by becoming the Advoatc^of 
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th< Army for obtaining an A£t of the Board for that Purpofc. I am myfclf, knowing the Cha- 
raders of the Gentlemen actually compofing that Body, pcrfedly alTurcd that they would have as 
heartily joined with me in fuch a Refolution, as I was dif^^j^to propofc it, 

» If you thought my Letters conveyed the Sanftion whic^tn ijagi to attri f*M to them, I am 
ferry that you did not avail yourfelf of your intirc Knowledge of however 

conveyed to you upon the fame Subjett j and I muft now requeft that you wilrf^j’ftj^o make 
them known to thole, who, from this partial Scleflion of them, may have acquin^SwRight to 
be poflefled of the Whole, by furnilhing me wiili Copies of the Letters which have been written 
by my Secretary Major Palmer, as declaratory of them j particularly One dated the loth No- 
vember, which, I believe, comprifes my Opinion and Wilbes in the fullcft and molt pofitivc 
Term*. 

“ !t has been intimated to me, that a Sufpicion, that the Treafure found in Bidjygur might, if 
reported before its Diftribution, have been wholly taken by Government for the Benefit of the 
Company, was the Caul'e and Motive for the precipitate Divifion of it. I own it has that Ap- 
pearance i and I am folFiciently mortified by tlic Idea which this Conilruiflion luggefts of the Opi- 
nion which you muft have entertained of my Sincerity, if you countenanced luch a Precaution, 
fince the Palfagcs in my Letters, which you have quoted as afeertaining the Right of the Army, 
were, under a more favourable Suppoiition, more likely to have operated as Encouragements to 
apply for a Saniftion to receive it with the Allurance of Succefs, than to feize it before it could be 

clifputed. 

“ I am forry that I am conftrained to appear in a Charadlcr fo different from that in which I 
hoped to have (hewn myfclf, in Oppofition to an Aft done for the Benefit of the Army, inftead of 
being the Inftrumentof promoting their intereft} I muft bear, as I can, the Mortification of my 
prcl'cnl Difappointment, and fatisfy myfelf witli the Confcioulnefs that I have been, and the Af- 
furance that they will find it, by the Event, their beft Friend and Advifer. 

“ In the mean Time you have declared, that the “ Plunder being ftiared, and become the 
prefent Property of the different Sharers, you do not think yourfelf competent to give an Order 
tor “ a Refund.” I am compelled by the S fe of my public Duty to proteft, and I hereby 
proteft againft the Diftribution, not as the Aft of the Officers whom you have conftituted 
a Committee for that Purpofe, but as yours, the foie and whole Authority being yours, 
and Refponfibility unalienably veftecl in you. I proteft againft the Exclufion of the others in 
Benefit of their own Pretenfions, and againft the Power granted them for that Purpofe, as repug- 
nant to the Principles of Natural Jumce, which forbid that Men ffiall be Judges in their own 
Caufes, when a fuperior Judgment can be obtained. 

“ I ffiall prepare the Materials of this Tranlaftion for the Information of the Board, but ffiall 
wail for your Anfwcr, before I finally difpatch them. 

“ Sir, 

“ With thc’greatcft Refpeft, &c. 

“ (Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

“ N. B. To this Letter I never received any Anfwcr.” 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General. . 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ It is with tlic finccreft Regret we arc informed by Major Popham, that the Diftribution of 
the Prize Money taken at Bidjce Ghur is repugnant to your Ideas of Propriety and Julticc. 

“ We did conceive that any Money and Effefts (Warlike Stores excepted) taken confequcnc 
to a Capitulation, was the undoubted Property of thofe whofe Lives were rifqued in th« Ac- 
quifition. 

“ Confequent to your Order, any farther Participation is fufpended, but wc truft, from your 
Candour and Gencrofuy, you will permit us to retain the Rcfidiie of what wc had always under- 
ftood you had regarded as our Property, and which now would have been untouched, had not 
your (luppofed) Approval fccmingly cftabliflicd the Reftitude of our Claim as inconteftiblc. But, 
abftraftcd from this imaginary Admiffion of our Right, wc were influenced to believe that no 
Doubt cxifled as to the Validity of our Pretenfions, from many reiterated Precedents in Point 
occurring to our Refleftion to confirm them. 

It is not to be imagined that Military Men are acquainted with the Niceties of Legal Diftinc- 
tion, theUlagcof the Service can be their only Guide-, and if they adhere ftriftly to that, and 
yet err, we do not apprehend that any juft Imputation of Guilt can rcfult from their Ignorance. 

“ Refpefting a Refumption of the Sum already received, we fear it is impoffiblc, the greateft 
Portion being already alienated j but we arc very ready to fubmit what remains to your entire 
Difpofal. 

“ As to the Claim of the Firft Battalion of Major White’s Regiment (Captain Blair’s) it was 
admitted the Moment the Calc was clearly underftood ) but in refpeft to the other Battalion of 
that Regiment, we beg Leave to fuggelt the following Keafons for its Exclufion. 

^ “ In the Firft Place, a Return of that Corps, fince the Commencement of the prefent Service, 
•las never been tranfmitted to Major Popham j neither has Captain M'Dougall ever received any 
7 official 
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official Inftru£lions from him whatever : Secondly, a Return of that Battalion has nwr been in- 
eluded in the General Returns tranfmitted to you, the Commander ^ 

u?v as any PA^ompofing this Dct^ment: And, thirdly, wc believe u to be ftri^jy confo. 
nant to MilitarEVgulationsuhi^J^ commanding Corps do return monthly to Jeir imrne. 
"f” to the Commandant of the Regiment or Brigade to which 

Thf^^ifS^Doogal has made a Return to Major White (as » cuftomary) we do not 
pretend 3tl.?utei and does it not then inevitably follow that the fame Rule fliould have ^en 
oblerved in reV-ft to Major Popham, had Captain M‘Dougal ever entertained an Idea of afting 

write this, Sir, under the cleared Convidlion of your Regard, Candour, and Impartiality, 
and beg you will do us the Juftice to believe that 

We are, with the greatell Eftcem and Rclpedl, &c. 


C. Crawford, Lieutenant, 

R. Maxwell, Captain, 

Ed. Humphries, Major, 

Tho*. Townffiend, Lieutenant, 

J. Campbell, Lieutenant, 

C. Vernon, Lieutenant, 

R*. Sands, Lieutenant, Fireworker, 
R' Morris, Lieutenant, 

J. Noke, Captain, 

Oliv' Cacy, Lieutenant, 

Ludovick Grant, Captain, 

James Harwood Lieutenant, 

Alex' Macleod, Lieutenant, 

J, H. Hutchinfon, Lieutenant, 
John Oarftin, 

E. O. Donnell, Lieutenant, 

R. S. Perreau, 

J. Fox Calcraft, Lieutenant, 

J. P. Pigott, 

G. Ball, Lieutenant, 

P. Fallon, 

John Gordon, Lieutenant, 

B. Nofs, Lieutenant, 

D. Reed, Lieutenant. 


W" Popham, Major, 

Jullly Hill, Captain, Artillery, 

M. Crawford, Major, 

A. Balfour, 

James Dcnty, Captain, 

Geo. Birrell, Lieutenant, 

Alex' Knox, Lieutenant, 

R. Dumes, Captain, 

J. J. Windood, Lieutenant, 

Thomas Brown, Lieutenant, 

, W, Lane, Major, 

J. Hamilton, Lieutenant, . 

Ja* Gellefpie, Lieutenant, Artillery, 

J. Underwood, Lieutenant, 

W” Crawford, Lieutenant, 

P. Stewart, 

W"* Pickett, Lieutenant, 

John Morrifon, Lieutenant, 

Robert Bell, Lieutenant, 

W"> Shipton, Lieutenant, Fireworker, 
J. Bellaffis, Lieutenant, 

B. Bruce, 

David Birrell, 

James Lewis Lucadon, 

W*" Comyn, Lieutenant, 


” Chunargur, November 30, 1781. 


« To Major Popham. 


» Expcaine your Arrival at this Place fome Days earlier than it happened, I have delayed my 
Anfwcr to the Letter which you, and the Officers of your Detachment, did me the Honour to Ad- 
drefs to me on the 19th Inftant, on the Subjedt of the Claims preferred m me for a Participation 
in the Plunder of Bidjygur, by the Officers and Troops engaged in the Service againft Rajah 

Cheit Sine, but not prefent at the Siege of that Fortrefs. ^ ■ u. 

“ In the prefent State of the Queftion, I do not think my foie Authority competent to the 
Acceptance of the Fropofition made in the Letter. My Difpofuion is (till more averfe than my 
Authority is ineffedlual to appear in the Charadler of an Arbiter, and eventually lubjeft to that 
of an Oppofer of the Intereft of Gentlemen, whofe public Services, and perfonal Attachmen , 
have given them the ftrongeft Claims to my Eftcem and Support. . 

“ It is my ardent Wifti that no Altercation, or Difagreement, may ever fubfift between us, an 
that our only Intercourfc may be Juftice in public, and Kindnefs and Cordiality 'n oj pnva e 
Relations. For thefe Reafons, I mull decline anfwering the Arguments upon which the Officers 
have fopported the Juftice and Propriety of the Difpofition which has been made of the Treafure 
ind Fffeas. But as the Rcfult of the Converfation which I have had with you on this Subjeft, 
promilcs an equitable and impartial Mode of Decifion, I ftialltranfmit the Letter to the Boar^ 
with fuch Oblcrvations as the Sentiments of Candour and Confidence which it rontains, as well as 
the great Merits and Services of the Detachment, intitle the Gentlemen to exped from me. 

“ I am, Sir, &c. 

“ (Signed) Warren Haftiogs.” 
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«« Sir, 


** To Major PopI 


Chunargur, 30th November 1781. 


« 1 requeft that you will be pleafed to reprefent to the Ofliccrs what 

Reluftance I return the Prefents with which they have honoured me, and whiu,iSt)cffl^ not by 
their intrinfic Value, confiderable as they are, but as Teftimonics of the Alfcclion^ a Body of 
Gentlemen for whom I entertain the higheft and bed founded Kdeem and Rclped. 

“ Nothing lefs than the apparent Inconfillcncy which my Condui't would wear in retaining 
Prefents of fuch Value, after the Opinion I have delivered concerning the Property of whi( h they 
compofe a Part, could prevail upon me to pare with the Pledges of an Attachment for which I 
am fo felicitous. But 1 (hall ever preferve the moll grateful Remembrance ot the Sciuimcnts 
which chofc Pledges are intended to convey. 

“ Although I cannot accept of Prefents which I confider to be a Part of Property yet un- 
decided, I am defirous of giving the Gentlemen of the Dctacluncni a Proof that I do not mean 
to decline receiving any Marks of their Regard, winch I think they can with Propriety bellow, 
or I accept; and this Proof is afforded me, by requeuing they will indulge me with the Sliamfciit 
Manutcripts which may be found in Bidjygur, where, I am inturnicd, Rajah Cheye Sing had 
made a curious and valuable Collcftion. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) Warren I Liftings.** 

“ Read the following Letters from CujUain John Hamilton, 

. Ineutcnant P. Fallon, 


J. Campbell, 
L' 01^ Carry, 
C. Evelyn.** 


Falvey, 


“ To J. P. Auriol Efquirc, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and Supreme 

Council. 

« Sir, 

“ In Compliance to the Orders of the Honourable Board of the i8th of February lafl, rcfpcc^- 
jng the Plunder taken in the Fortrefs of Bejyghur, I have the Honour to acquaint, for the Board’s 
Information, that I am, at all Times, willing to abide by their Decifion ; but having incurred Debts 
to a confiderable Amount from the Service of Eleven Years in a Subaltern Line, I, on receiving 
my Qiiota of the Prize Money, remitted it to the Liquidation of thofc Debts, as being prefent at 
the Capture of leveral more important Fortrefles, the Prize Money was, without LJefitation, im- 
mediately divided among the Captors. 

15th May 1782. I have the Honour to fubferibe myfelf, &c\ 

(Signed) John Hamilton.** 

To J, P. Auriol Efqiiire, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 

“ Sir, 

** I fliould no Doubt have done myfelf the Honour of addrclTing you refpefting theOidcrs of 
the Honourable Board, under Date the j8th February, regarding the Prize Money divided amongll 
the Troops employed at the Siege of Bidjeeghur, had I not been upon Leave ot Ablence iheic lall 
Two Months, during which Tunc I received no official Account of thefe Orders. This, Sir, I 
hope will fufficiently juftify my Condudt in not earlier writing to you on the Subject. 1 have to 
re(]ueft, you will be pleafed to inform the Honourable Board, 10 far as my Abilities will admit, it 
fluill be my conftant Duty to fticw them how ready I (hall be toad with Zeal and Attention to 
their Commands. Long before any Idea was entertained that the Divilion of the Prize Muncy 
would not meet with the Approbation of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, I 
had appropriated a confiderable Share of it to the Payment of my Debts which I had long owed. 
The Remainder has been reduced to a very fmall Sum by the unavoidable Acceffioit of l\xpence 
which I have incurred in replacing the moll neceffary Articles thereby, to the whole Amount of 
my Property which I had loft in the Retreat from Mammagur. Thele Circumftances, I doubt 
not, will convince the Honourable the Governor General and Council of my Inability to repay 
the whole Sum ; however, what little remains, I (hall with Plcafurc fubmic to their Dilpofal. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c, 

Chunar, 26th April 1782. (Signed; Pat. Fallon, Lt.” 


« To J. P. Auriol Efq. 

Sir, 

“ I have received your Letter of the 2d inllant, defiring to know if I am willing to fubmir my 
Hi^htin the Share of the Booty found- in Bijygur, which 1 have received, to the Determination of 
the Honourable Governor General and Council ; to which I anfwcr, that 1 am, and ever (hall be, 

4 D willing 


Ollkrrs who 

Ill.Ml'd lU 
llu* Uilliibu- 
tiuii of the 
Ik-ciy Ohur 
Frixc Money* 
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willing to abide by their Determination as far as lies in my Power •, but that prior Misfortunes, 
aggravated by a Fit of Illnefs, whi^ I got at the Siege of that Fort, involved me fo much 
in Debt that a Scarcely extricate me. You know, Sir, that in the 

Lois ot die Stara|gyllj|^jg(Fr* that every Individual had on Board was involved. It is 
plain, and going to Madrafs to join my Corps, did not leave much behind 

me, and j?'Cf)urfe I muft have been one of thofe that fuftered the moft. I loft all I had in 
the World, \nd tho’ this was not much, yet the richeft of my fellow Sufferers, in a comparative 
Senfe, could have loft no more. Prior to this Event, I was out of Debt, and eafy in my Cir- 
cumftanccs, but as a Change of Caufes ncccffarily occafions a Change of Events, the Cataftrophe 
of the Stafford reduced me to the Neceffity of having Recourfc to Friends, and borrowing Moneys 
the Willingnefs with which they fervccl me, heightened the Obligations on my Part, and I fighed 
after the happy Moment when I could pay them with Gratitude j this happy Moment, I thought, 
came at lalt *, but after fumming up all my Debts, I found my Prize Money infufficient to the 
Talk-, however, I made a proportionable Dividend of my Cafh to all my Benefaftorsi and the 
Goodiicfs of my Intentions fupplied my want of Abilities tor the Balance. 


“ Chandernagorc, 12 May 1782. 


On the Service. 


I am, Sir, &c, 

(Signed) M. Falvcy.‘’ 


“ To J. P. Auriol Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Supreme Council. 


“ Sir, 

“ My having left Burrampore to join my Corps at this Station, has been the Caufe of my not 
fooncr anfwcring your Letter of the 2d inftant, which I have juft received. 

“ With ref[K‘<ft to my not having delivered in my Sentiments upon the Requifition of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General and Supreme Council, regarding the Booty found in Bidjyghur, I 
requeft Permiflion to inform the Honourable Board through you, that, with a Conhdcnce of the 
I'ropriety of obeying their Orders, and a thorough Reliance upon the Equity and Generofity with 
which the Honourable Board would determine ; ncvcrthelcfs, being a very young Officer, my 
Anxiety to affcit the Charader of a Soldier, not only by a ftrid Obedience to the Orders of my 
Superiors, but by an Adlierencc to my Duty, in fupporting whatever Claims I may be juftly 
entitled to, urged me to look to the Condud of my fenior Officers, by whoL Experience I wiflicd 
to be guided. Being now called upon to anfwcr as an Individual, I candidly confefs my Opinion, 
that no Man of Honour can feel the leaft Compundion in fubmitting his Right to the Determi- 
nation of that Honourable Board, whofc Juftice and Equity forms the Uafis of our Govern- 
ment. 

‘‘ A Detail of private Concerns may be looked upon as Intriifion; yet give me Leave to rc- 
prefent to my Honourable Mafters, that being on my Way to join the Corps 1 was then attached 
to, I arrived at Banaris juft at the Commencement of the Difturbanccs, and was immediately dc- 
fired to join the Troops then with the Honourable the Governor General : That having no Land 
Carnage for my Effeds upon the March to Chunargur, I was forced to leave all that I was pof- 
fefied of in my Boat, which I * every Thing in it dellroyed. I was then of Neceffity obliged to run 
greatly in Debt, to equip myfelf for the Campaign. This Lofs, together with paying my former 
Debts, and being rather extravagant, when I found it for the Firft Pime in my Power, leaves fo 
fmall a Part of the Money I received, as my Share of the Booty, in my iWeffion, that it could 
not affoid the fmalleft Affiftance to the Honourable Company in their prtfent Situation. 

‘‘ Theic Circumrtanccs, the Generofity of the Honourable Board, and their Promife of liberally 
confidcring the Honourable Governor uencral’s Letters to Major Popham, induces me to hoj)C 
that the Decifion of the Honourable Board will be in my Favour, as it is evident, from the above 
State of my Affairs, that the contrary muft prove fatal to me. 

** I have the Honour to be, See, 

Midnapore, I4ih May 1782. (Signed) John Campbell, Lieutenant, 

ad Btattalion 17th Regiment.*' 


“ Peter Auriol Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Supreme Council. 

“ Sir, 

‘‘ I take the carlicft Opportunity to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, wherein you 
complain of my not having given an Anfwcr yet to the Requifition of the Honourable the Go- 
vernor General and Council, in their Minute of the i8th February laft, refpeding the Booty found 
in Bidjygur, alfo of your being direded to call upon me, to know if I am willing to fubmic my 
Right in the Share I have received to their Determination. 

“ I now acquaint you, for the Information of the Honourable the Supreme Council, that I 
have, in Obedience to their Requifition of the 18th February laft, given my Anfwcr in Writing, 
dated 26th laft Month. Whether it hath mifearried in the Dawk, or had met with an Accident 
through my Servant, after I had ftnt it there, I know not* 

7 
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The Purport of my Anfwer, both there and now i?, that the Sliarc of Pri^c I got at Biiljy- 
ur was given to me as my legal Right, and that by the cxprefs Authority oLMajor Popham 
Aereforc I Jo not mean to relinquilh any Part of it, nor is% >ia^ll my * l\)\ver, i^gh I Ihould even * Siv Oiic. 
be inclined at this late Time i my having but afeanty Mi 7 r^Wi|imr diltharging all 

the occafional Debts which I incurred previous to my receiving itnW^'^'SSpNiyi^hally Ex- 
travagance that fuch a Thing generally leads arc f Officer of my volatile KicX| 3 ^upon his I s,o in o. g- 
coming to it in that Chance Way. 

“ Plcafc, Sir, to aflure the Honourable the Governor General and Council, tint I retain the 
hicheft Scnle of Refpeft and Eftecm for them j and I hope to be henceforth able, through a pro- 
per Attention, to fliew the great Duty and Obedience I, as an Officer in the Honourable Com- 
mny’s Service, owe to their certain Wills and Plcafure. 

* ' “I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ Borhamporc,Maythc 15th, 1782. (Signed) Olic' Cary, Lieutenant, 

j6th Regiment Sepoys.” 


“ To J. P- Auriol Efquirc, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 

“ 

« I have received your Letter in the Name of the Honourable Board, and in Anlwer I mult 
beg L.eavc to inform you, that it is out of my Power to lay the Dividend of the Prize Money I 
received at Bidjygur toj the Determination of the Honourable Board the greatcll P.ii t of it vv.ts j; sio In Oiib'. 
required to difeharge the Debts I had unavoidably contraded. Had I been acquainted before the 
•I lit of March, that the Committee had no Intentions of fending an Anlwer in the Name of the 
Whole of Major Popham’s Detachment, I would have fent in a feparate one before. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

« Bcrhamporc, May 13th, 1782. (Signed) C. Evelyn, Lieutenant, 

28th Regiment Sepoys.” 

** Agreed that a Committee, confifting of all the Field Officers at the Prcfidency, whether on 
Duty or otherwife, who have no Intcrcll in the Booty taken at Beejygur, nor Prctenfions thereto, 
be appointed to confider the Claims of thofc Officers to ffiare in the faid Booty, who, in confe- 
qucncc of their Exclufion by the Committee of Officers in the Divifion made by them on the 
Spot, have applied to the Board to be admitted j— that all the Papers concerning this Bufincfs in 
the Pofleffion of the Board be laid before the Committee now appointed, in order to guide their 
Confidcration j and that they be defired to report their Opinion, either cftablifliing or rejerting the 
Pretcnfions of fuch Officers whofc Cafes may be fubmitted to them by the Board. 

“ And in order to eftablilh the Right of the Company to the Property found in Beejygur upon 
the Surrender of that Place : 

“ It is refolvcd, that a Suit be commenced againft Major Arthur Balfour, whole Name is firft 
ligned to the joint Letter, recorded in Confultation 25th April, from feveral of the Officers con- 
cerned in the Receipt of the faid Booty, refufing to fubmit their Rights to the Determination of the 
Board.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe they would next pro- 
ceed to lay before them Extracts of Two feparate Letters, from Mr. Haftings, and from 
the Board in general, to Colonel Champion in 1774, to prove that Part of the Article 
which charges Mr. Haftings with having made a Demand of the Prize Money con- 
trary to his Knowledge of what was right, and contrary to his own former Dcclara- 

* • Vidcpiiiited 

The Witnefs produced Book 18, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations from 7, ‘ir *- 
the 3d January to the 19th September 1774.” 

Read, the following Extracts of a Confultation on the 3d June 1774, beginning at 
Page 276. 


“ Fort William, 3d June 1774. 
“ At a Confultation •, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings Efquire, Prefident. 

Philip M. Dacres, 

Efquircs. 


James Lawrell 
John Graham, 
Nich*. Grueber. 


:res, ' 

I 

r. 


Secret Dep, 
}nddy. 


(“ Extraft of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor to Colonel Champion, 

dated May 21, 1774. 

“ Hitherto every Part of your Conduft has met with my moft entire Approbation •, but there is 
” One Subject which in feme Meafurc alarms me s the very Idea of Prize Money luggclls to my 

“ Remembrance 
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“ Remembrance the former Diforders which arofc in our Army from this Source, and had almoft 
“ proved fatal i(y'. Of this Circumft^c you muft be fulRcicntly apprifed, and of the Ncccdity 
» of difcouraginf^'cry Expeftatiotyg^Wiis Kind among the Troops. It is to be avoided like 
“ Poifon. HovN^y, in cafi|fS!yconfiderablc Capture fhould attend your future Operations, I 
♦i think Conduft than that which you intended •, to determine nothing 

“ yourfcl^^^^ii^aint the Board with the Circumftances, and wait for their Dccifion.” 

“ (A true Extract. ) 

“ (Signed) James Browne, 

“ Aid-dc-Camp ”J ^ 

“ Extrad of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor to Colonel Champion, dated May 28th 

* 774 - 

“ I have received a Letter from the Vizier, complaining of the Claim you made to fearch for 
Treafurc in Pelibcet. 

“ I have already exprefled my Sentiments upon the Subjeft of Prize Money to the Army \ the 
only Initancc wherein our Troops, in the prefent Service, could have any Pretenfions to it by the 
Culloms of War, would be in the aftual Afiault of a Place by Storm ; in every other Cafe it is 
clear, that the Capture becomes the folc Property of the Power carrying on the War. In the In- 
ftance of Pelibcet, which made no fort of Defence whatever, but fell with the whole Rohillah 
Country into the Hands of the Nabob, in Confcquencc of the Vidory, we had no more Right to 
fearcli or interfere at all in the Riches it contained, than we had to ranfack cvciy dcfencelels Village 
or Houfe in the open Country for Plunder. 

« It is true, that our General obtained that Vidory, and our Troops bore the Brunt of the 
Adion i but fuch was the Tenure of our Engagement with the Vizier, in Confideration of which 
he (Lpulated to pay a certain Sum to the Company, and to bear the whole Expence of the Service. 
His own Argument is unanfwcrable on this Subjed; if we deprive him of the Fruits of his Con- 
quefl, we infringe the Agreement upon which the Expedition was fet on foot i and he has a Right 
on his Side, to refufe the Payment ftipulatcd to us, becaufe he depended on the Fruits of his Con- 
queft to enable him to make that Payment. I muft here remark, that the Particulars of this Tranf- 
adion, as mentioned by the Vizier, bear a very different Appearance from your Account of it ; and 
that when I approved of the Condud you intended to have purfued, it refpeded only your Intention 
of delivering up whatevtr might be taken to the Vizier, and waiting for the Board's Determination. 

“ With Refped to Pelibcet, however, and to every Capture in the prefent Service, except 
perhaps, in the Cafe of Plunder taken in an adual Affault, the Right is clearly the Nabob’s, and 
will admit of no Difputation. This is my pofitivc Decifion on the Subjed, which muft be regarded 
by- you as an Inftrudfion for your Condud, until you receive the Sentiments of the Scled Com- 
mittee, in cafe you (hould judge it neceffary to apply to them on this Subjed. 

“ (A true Extrad) 

“ (Signed) James Browne, 

“ Aid-dc-Camp.” 

c oimt.yCor- “ The Prcfidcnt alfo fubmits to the Board, the TranQationof a Letter from the Vizier to him, 
r«rpt>rniciicc. giving an Account of the Claim of the Army to the Treafurc iuppofed to have been in Pcllybeet; 
which is read for the Information of the Board, and returned to the Piefident. 

“ Read the 9th Paragraph of the Company’s Orders in their general Letter of the 24th of De- 
cember 1765, which arc as follows ; 

« Extrad of a General Letter from the Court of Diredors, dated 24th December 1765. 

rompAny's “ Par, 9th. To prevent this difhonourable Pradice of (lipul.uing for Services that are but the 
Ordcu. Duty of a Soldkr’s Profeflion, we pofitivcly forbid all future Stipulations by Treaty or othcrwilc, 
with any of the Country Powers, for any Donation or Gratification for Services to be performed. 

Reply to ( o- “ Agreed that a Copy of thefc Orders be tranfmitted with the following Letter to Colonel 

lour! ch.nin- Champion, 

piun. 

“ To Colonel Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of the Forces under the Prcfidency. 
Sir, 

» The Letter which you addrefled us from Bifibnly, of the 1 6th Ult% was duly received. 

» It gives us great Concern to find a Claim urged by the Army and lupported by you with no 
inconfidcrable Degree of Warmth, which we deem equally improper, and at this Time ill founded. 
We cannot admit of any Right in the Troops to a Share of the Treallires which the Vizier may 
acquire in the Rohilla Country. He is the Principal in the War, and to him every Acquifition 
of Rioht belongs, Treafurc and Effeds as well as Territory. We know that by the Ufage of War, 
the Plunder that falls immediately under the Soldiers Hand, in the Storming of any City or Camp, 
is left with them, but wc believe that in no Country or State there is a Right acknowledged in the 
Army to any fuithcr Share of the Fruits of Conqueft. There arc indeed Inftanccs where the 
^ ^ Sovereign 
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SoTCrcigB* b wticular Services, grants a Share of the general Plunder to the Troths, and pre* 
vioafly fettles the Mode of dividing it j but in this Care,^^Vizir made no fueV^rant, nor did w» 
stipulate for any fuch from him. 

«i We obferve. Sir, that after enutnerating the immenfe Spoira^wy d w|i j-. j^ r U faid to have 
jthcred, you teftify your Belief that we dkl not forefee thole Circumltantc-^i?^^^ you are 
Mtfuaded, we Ihould have made further Conditions for the Company and the '‘VnS^^Kir Treaty 
^th him. To this we reply, that we certainly did not forefee what we cannot yet even gwe Credit jo 
upon the Strength of Reports, although we find they have been fufficicnt for procuring the implicit 
Belief of the Army. An Inftancc which we think almolt tlemonftrative of the h xagger.uion ot thelc 
Reports, is that refpeding Fiezulla Khan. We cannot conceive that this Nabob, tiom a Country 
■yielding only a yearly Revenue from 6 to 8 Lacks, which has befidcs been the Seat of War, or in 
the clofc Neighbourhood of it, for two Years part, fhould be able to amafs a Treafure of 75 Lacks 
in ready Money. 

» But ftill were thefe Acquifitions to prove real, and were we to have forefeen them, we do not 
know that we could have exaded better Terms for the Company. At any Rate, Rclleiflions of tliis 
Kind are of no Ufe. Arguments introduced in Oppofiiion to Mealurcs ahently decided, can only 
be conliJered as Accufations, and we doubt not in this Inltince to jullify ourlelvcs fully to our 
E.mployers. 

[“ It is however certain, that in no Event cither would we, or could we, have m.idc .any Stipulation 
for the Army. The bad Effeds of a fimilar Mcaturc were but too plainly felt in a foimer I'cnod •, 
and our Honourable Mailers did not fail, on that Occafion, to reprobate with tlieir Ceiilure, in the 
mod I'evcrc Terms, a Practice which they regarded as the Souri.e ot inlinitc Evili;, and wlvcli, if 
cllablilhcd, would in their Judgment neceflarily bring Corruption and Ruin on rheir Army. 

“ This being their Opinion on the general Pr.iAice, they doubtlels mull h.ivc lliongcr Objec- 
tions to a partial Diltribucion among the Troops immediately employed, which could iior fail of 
exciting Jealoufy in the others, and carry the Appearance of Injuliice to them. 

” Further, Sir, for your more particular Information on a Subjed, concerning which it ap- 
pears you have fo widely mifundciftood both our Motives anil Sentiments, we think proper to 
communicate to you, as a Member of the Adminillr.ition, an Kxtrad of tlie Paragraph of the 
General Letter of 24th December 1765, in which you will find (what it would llcm you did not 
fufped) a pofitivc Prohibition from the Court of Diredors againlt all luch Stipulations lor the 
future. 

“ This Plan, independent of Argument, mull appear conclufive on the Point. You will there- 
fore take the proper Method to convey a pofitive and firm Declaration to the I’roops, that tliey 
arc not to exped any Share of the Riches acquired by the Vizir in this Conquefl. Indeed, the Con- 
fequenccs which you fignify to us are to be apprehended from our refufing this Gratification arc 
fufficiently alarming ; but, at the fame Time, were there no other Ueafon, the very Appearance 
of fo dangerous a Spirit in the Troops would determine us to oppole it in the Beginning-, and 
we rely on your Condud and Firmnefs, and that Subordination and Arid Dilcipline, which lix» 
peiiencehas taught us it has been always your Pride to maintain, for enforcing, with tl.c Support 
of your Second in Command and the other Field Officers, thefe Orders, and procuring a complete 
Acqiiiefcence in them from all the Officers and Soldiers of the Army. Indeed, we are per- 
fuaded that the general Difpofition is to Obedience, however a few unruly Spirits or unthinking 
Men may have exprelled different Sentiments. 

“ We arc lorry to find you imagine the Vizir docs not entertain a proper Senfe of the Service of 
the Army in this Campaign. Although he may not have tefiified it dircdly to them, we can 
alTurc you, that he has not been wanting in his Letters to tlie Prefident in Expreflions of tlic 
warmed Sort, both as to their Behaviour and the Services which they have rendered him. It is 
not in the Manners of the Eadern Princes to fignify diredly to the Troops their Satisfadion in 
them 1 and very probably the Rumours which prevailed of the Treafures which he had acquired, 
prevented the Vizir from expreffing his Senfe of it in private Converfation, led he Ihould uife 
Expedations which it was not in his Power to gratify. 

“ We conclude with recommending, in the warmed Manner, that you exert yourfclf in bringing 
the Troops to a proper Difpofition on the Subjedl in Quedion that you difeourage in future thole 
occalion-al Reports of Riclics and 'I rcafure found by the Vizir, which are generally founded on 
idle Humour, and the Cupidity or Self Intered of Individuals, and which can only tend to mif- 
had the Soldier into I lopes which can never be realized, and indil Notions into him very incompa- 
tible with his Duty and PiofclTion, 

We arc with Edeem, &c.”] 

“ Fort William, 3d June 1774. 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That tlie Subjeft of 
the Prize Money was finilhed for the prefent. That the next Allegation in the Article * 
which refpefts the Nomination and Appointment of the Rajah Mehipnarain had been p. 7.'par.‘'3. 
proved by a Part of the Narrative before read to the Houfe (f ), and that therefore they (t)Videfupra, 
lliould proceed to the next Allegation, namely, the Defendant’s ExatJlion of a much 

4 E larger 
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larger annual Sum of Monw than had ever before been and larger than the 
Province of Begi^^ res could afford, vj^. 40,00,000 Rupees per Annum as a Tribute. ' 

The Manag^lfortheijJjfllBlon^ further Rated, That the Letter which proved tills 
Allegationjplmiliewi^^ fevcral other Matters; and therefore, to lave Time, 
they (hoir^'Tft^'thofe Parts of the Letter to be read altogether, Rating fiift fhortly 
the difFciv.t' Allegations of the Articles which the Letter went to prove; namely, 
Firft, the Advancement of the Tribute to 40,00,000 Ruj)ees per Annum ; Secondly, 
That Mr. Haftin^s himfelf thought that Tribute too high : Thirdly, To Ihcw the 
Grants and Penhons out of the Property of the Inhabitants of Benares : Fourthly, 
That certain Duties were laid upon Goods by his Authority without the Interference 
of the Council ; and, laftly. To Ihew the Amount of the Revenues of Benares, as 
Rated by Mr. HaRings himfelf; to which Statement they wifhed particularly to call 
the Attention of the 1 loufe, in order that the Houfe might better undeiRand the Pa- 
role Kvidence that would be given to that Point. 

Read, from the Narrative of the Infurreftion which happened in the Zemeedary of 
Benaiis, (before delivered in), the following Extracts, beginning at the Appendix, 
Part 1. Page 28. (•) 

“ Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 21ft of November 1781, rerpeRing the 
Settlement of the Zemeedary of Banaris, &c. (Signed) Warren Hauings. 

‘"To Edward Whcler and John M‘Pherfon, Efquires, Members of the Council of Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ In a Ihort Letter dated the 5th of this Month, I informed you that I had on that Day con- 
cluded the Settlement of this Zemeedary, for the fixt and perpetual yearly Jummah of Forty 
Lacks of Rupees, with a Dedudtion of Rupees 6,66,666; io:io, being the Amount of Two 
Months ColleRions, cltimated in equal Divifions for the current Year. I have now the Honour 
to fend you the following Papers which comprehend all the Accounts and Deeds appertaining to 
this Tranfadlion. 

“ Although I am convinced that with proper Management the Zemeedary might yield 
an Amount confiderably exceeding that which 1 have taken as the ERimate of its Value, yet 
1 mull exprefs my Apprehenfion, that uniefs the Naib can find Means to avail himfelf of tetter 
official AITiRance than he at prelcnt poirelTes, his real Profits will fall below their allowed 
Amount; and on that Account 1 have encouraged him to hope that if he ihall prove himfelf dili- 
gent in his Office, and pundlual in the Difcharge of his Kills to the Company, he may hereafter' 
obtain, from the Indulgence of the Board, fome Remiffion tropi the (lipulated Jummah, whenever 
the aRual Demands of the Company Ihall be leflened, and the State of their Treafury will admit 
of it ; and this I (hall recommend as an Adi of Generofity becoming their former Relation to this 
Province, and equally warranted by the Principles of good Policy ; for there are certain Lines 
beyond which the Exadlion of a public Revenue, will not only defeat its own Purpofe, but ope- 
rate as eficdtually to a Reduction as an intentional Adi of Bounty could do. But it is not my 
Wilh to engage the prefent Attention of the Board in a DifculTion upon this Subjedl ; my Defire 
being only to premife what I may hereafter find necefifary to introduce to their further Confi- 
deracion, fo that any futuie Propofition may not appear to arife wholly from the inllant Occafion 
of it. 

“ I now proceed to the Explanation of the Particulars of the Settlement, as contained in the 
Account N" 3. H. The firft Dedudlion made from the grofs eilimated Jummah of Rupees 
53,06,00a : 12 is the Sum of Rupees 61,496 granted in Jaghcers and other Alienations. The 
firft is a Jagheer granted to Beneram Pundit, of the yearly Amount of Rupees 25,000. I have 
already acquainted the Board with the faithful Services of this Man and his Family during the 
late Troubles ; which I can take upon me to afllire the Board, whatever was our Opinion of them 
at the Time, and how repugnant it may be to our national Charadler to regard any Situation of 
Affairs with the Eye of Defpondcncy, were confidered univerfally by all but ourfelves, equally by 
Friend and by Foe, as utterly defjieratc. To the Merits of Beneram Pundit and his Brother, on 
this Occafion, 1 mull add a long Series of Attachment and effcRual Service, from the Year 1773 
to the prefent Time.” (*) 

Here the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that the following 
Extraft, about to be read, was to fhew the Jagheers upon the Province of Benaris. 

P. 3 1. “ The next Article will require little Explanation and no Apology. Bundoo Khan, whofe 
Name is affixed to a Jagheer of 2000 Rupees annual Rent, is an Inhabitant of the Town of 
Chunar. He attend^ Captain Biair in the unfortunate Attempt on Ramnagur, and in the Battle 


(•) Vide fupra, P. 151. 


fought 
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fought at Pateet*; and was of much 'Service to that Officer on both Occafions, by his Know- 
ledge of the Ground, and by a natural good Undcrftaj|j^, which enabled to apply that 
Knowledge to the Incidents before him. This Man fu^eHi^JijExpeditic^^hich was after- 
wards formed, to take Poflefllon bf the Pafles lying behind « by '^|^r - n and I'e- 

ctet Route, and was himfclf the Guide of the Detachment. AlthoughhiH|x'j^^ices, and 
that which he offered upon this Occafion, were gratuitous, yet as the Succefs w*^fflnterprizc 
appear^ to me, from his Defeription of it, likely to prove the Crifis of the WarT^t^liought it 
advifeablc to fecurc his Fidelity, and animate his Exertions by fuch Incitements as were likely to 
operate with the greateft Power on a Man of his Rank and Situation in Life. I promifed him a 
Taghcer in any Part of the Company’s Dominions, of which he fliould make Choice, to the 
Amount (k One thoufand Rupees clear yearly Rent, if the binterprize fuccccdcd. Tiie Event 
proved the Jufticc of his Advice, and the Truth of his Reprefentations, and his Conduct in the 
Courfe of it obtained the moft favourable Tcitimony of Major Crabb, the Officer who com- 
manded the Party. .On his Return to Chunar, I initantly granted him a Perwannah for the Vil- 
lage of Jalaulpoor, of which 1 had allowed him to make Choice, fituated in the Pergunnah of 
Pateeta. He himfclf told me, that it yielded .1 Revenue exceeding 1500 Rupees, and to prevent 
Difputcs if it were more, I have inferted it at the round Sum of 1 wo thoufand. 

Page 32. “ Jaggernaui Sing, late Commandant in the 3d Regiment of Sepoys, having been 
ftrongly recommended to me by Colonels Muir, Auchmuty, and other Officers of Rank, whofe 
Recommendation at this l ime had particular Weight with me, for a Provifion in his declining 
Years, after having pafled Thirty of his Life in faithful and meritorious Scrviie, I procured for 
him a Jagheer, in the Zcmcedary, to the yearly Value of 1200 Rupees. I am perfuaded the Board 
will admit the Expediency as well as the Julticc and Humanity of making a more comfortable 
Provifion than our ordinary invalid Eft.ibli(hment allows for fuch native Soldiers as have merited 
the particular Attention of their Superiours j and I flatter myfclf that the prefent Initancc, as well 
as the Principle on which it is founded, will meet with their Approval.” (*) 

Then the Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, That what was next about 
to be read, was the Account of the final Settlement with the Rajah Mehipnarain ; and to 
render it intelligible they would flare the Nature of it. — That it was an Account de- 
livered in by Mr. Haftings, annexed to the Narrative and to the Appendix, No. 3. A. 
That he takes the total Amount of the Revenues of Benares at 53,06,002 : 12 
Rupees. That he makes Deduftions for Jagheers, amounting to 61,496 Rupees, 
leaving a net Balance of 52,44,506 ; 12 Rupees. That he then dedufts the Charges 
of the Colleftion in the Aumaunee Mehals, &c. amounting to 1,43,717:15 Ru- 
pees, which left a Balance of 51,00,788 : 13 Rupees. That he next deduds 
for Kheiragur, of which the Maulgoozary is appropriated to the Sircar of the Na- 
bob Vizier, to the annual Amount of 1,98,046:14 Rupees, leaving a Balance of 
49,02,741 : 15 Rupees. The next Deduction is for the Provifion for the Rajah’s 
Family, Rating it to be for different Purpofes, in fevcral different Pergunnahs ; Ontt 
Sum of 1,58,341 Rupees, another 60,000 Rupees, another of 54,000 Rupees, and 
another of 6,30,400: 15 Rupees, for the Rajah and the Expence of his Family; 
which laft mentioned Sum of 6,30,^00 : 15 Rupees, the Managers for the Commons 
defired the Houfe to obferve was tne Sum to which their Attention was meant to be 
particularly direded. That thefe Three make together 9,02,741 : 1 5 Rupees, which 
being deduded from the laft Remainder, left a net Balance of Forty Lacks ; namely 
the very Sum of the Tribute Mr. Haftings thought fit to exad of the Province of 
Benares, after the Expulfion of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 

P. 38.—“ Num. 3, H. 

“ FOR M of the General Settlement concluded by the Governor General with Rajah 

Mehipnarain. 

Jumtnah, as per Account — •— — . 49,06,002 12 •— 

Add Profits enjoyed by the Bauboos, which may now be refumed, calcu- 
lated at ~ — 4,00,000 — • — 


Carry over 53,06,002 12 — 


{•) Vide fupra, P. 153. 
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DeduA Article: 



(riz.) 


Bencram’s 
} 3 un d<>j 

Jag^T^ItJ^agheer 

Hal^.-'Vhe Maafh and Charity confirmed by Mr. 
Marriot, afterwards refumed, and now refiored 


Brought over 53^,004 a 

25,000 — — 

2,000 — ■— 

1,200 

33,296 

61495 — _ 

R«P’ 5244»50^ 12 ~ 


Dcdudl alfo Charges of Colledion, as per Account ; viz. 

In the Aumaunce Mehals — _ 41,119 6 i 

In the farmed Mchals allowed to the Farmers — 1,02,598 8 f 

*>43.717 *5 - 


Deduft Revenue paid for Kheiragur to the Vizeer 


51,00,788 13 — 
1,98,046 14 ~ 


Deduft Jaghcers and Allowances for the Support of the Rajah, his Family, 

and Dependants i viz. 


49>02,74i 15 — 


jaghcer of f Buddovee belonging to the Rajah — 
Ditto Mahaytch Doorgbijey Sing 

Ditto Seidpoor Owfang Sing 

Allowance granted for the Support of the Rajah, his 
Houfhold Expenccs, Family, Sewary, &c, — 


1,58,341 

60.000 

54.000 ~ — 


5,30,400 15 — 


9,02,741 15 -- 


Rupees 40,00,000 —”(•) 


Then the Managers for the Commons defircd Leave to ftate to the Houfe, That an 
Omilfion had been made in the Evidence relative to the Proceedings atBit^egur, which 
they thought extremely material to be fupplied. 

Read accordingly, from Appendix, Part II, Page 138, as follows; 

** N“ 118. Tranflation from the Perfian of a , Proclamation iflued by the Governor General the 

25th of September 1781. 

“ Be it known to the Zemeedars, Aumils, Reyots, and all the Inhabitants of the Zemeedary 
of Banaris, &c. That whereas Rajah Cheit Sing, by many Afts of Rebellion and Perfidy, and the 
Murder of a Number of Englilh Officers, Sepoys, and other Dependants of the Government of the 
Company, who were unarmed, has totally forfeited his Right to the Zemeedary of Banaris, &c. 
and become amenable to the Jufticc of the Company j it is therefore made known and proclaimed 
that Cheit Sing and his Brother Soojaun Sing, and their Dependanu, have, from this Period, no 
further Right or Intcreft in the Zemeedary of the- faid Province j and all the Zemeedars and 
Reyots are required to withhold their Obedience and Sobmiffion from him, otherwife they will be 
punilhed accordingly. And whereas by the Sedition of Cheit Sing the Country has fallen into Confufion 
and Alarms, Afluranccs of Protedtion are hereby given to the Zemeedars and other Inhabitants of this 
Country, and they are hereby invited to repair to their former Places of Refidencc, and refumc their 
ufual Occupations in perfeft Security. And left any (hould entertain Apprehcnfions on Account of 
their MilUenieanor^ it is declared that the part Offences of all the Inhabitants of this Country, who 
fliall conform to this Order, are pardoned. And further, every Zemeedar and Aumil who (hall, within 
the Space of One Month, repair to the Prcfence of the Governor General, or to Major William 
Popham, Commander of the Forces in the Field, and make their Submiffion, Ihall be pardoned t 
and fuch as, on Account of the Dift 4 ncc of the Road, or any other valid Reafon, cannot attend 
in Perfon, muft fend their Vakeels for this Purpofc with proper Credentials. But be it known 
that the Perfons of Cheit Sing and his Brother Soojaun Sing are excepted from this Pardon j and 
the Town of Gopee Gunge, the Inhabitants of which have been particularly aftive in this Rebel- 
lion, and have committed mivny Afts of Sedition, and even Bloodihcd on many of the Depen- 
dants of this Government, Ihall be deftroyed, and the Inhabitants thcreofpunilhed, on a due 
Enquiry into their Crimes. Such Perfons as, availing thcmfeivcs of thefe Troubles, lliall have 
plundered and opprefled the Inhabitants of the City of Banaris, and fuch as Ihall have committed 


5 
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Murder 






igufc, they 
the 
landize 


JufticeC). 

Which b«Dg read, the Managers for the Commons acqu 

(hould return to the Part they had interrupted, and next produce' 

oppiellive Duties which were laid by the Defendant upon Goods and 
in the Province of Benares.* 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 45, intituled, Bengal Council, from the 8 th ^ 

April to At aoth May lySa." 

Read, the following of a Confultation of the 8th April 178a, beginning 

Page 103 of the ^d Book. 


Vide printed 
Articles, Pige 


“ Fort William, 8th April 178a. 
" At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efa. Governor General, Prefident, 

Edward Whcler, and ; 

John M*Pherfon, 

LkOKnant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Service at Fort St. George. 

^ [<‘ Read, the following Letters from theEelident at fienAtvs. 


Secret Dep, 
Mundiyt 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

« I do myfelf the Honour of tranfmitting you, according to the Orders of the Honourable Rcfident at 
Governor General -when at Benares, Aeorant ParticUlan of the Cuftoms as defigned to be levied, Benarfi, »oUi 
and of the Duty as levied by Rajah Cheit Sing. March.' 

“ You will peredvethat, to pieierve Unifonnity «nd to point out whatever Difference there ^ 
may be between the prefent Du^ and that propofed to be levied in a more ftriking Manner, I 
have rated the Three laft Columns on a Tuneay, or Six Maunds, the Load which a Bullock is 
fuppofed to carry ■, as the former Method of coue^ng the Duty was on the Weight, not on the 
Value of theG^s. 

*' I (hall truft to the Candour of your Honourable Board for my Excufe in pointing out fome 
Articles on which a Duty of 5 per Cent, will be too heavy, and by which the Colledlion would be 
required, viz. Mace, Cloves, Nutmegs, Cinnamon, and 'Silk. 

“ The People who principally trade -in thele Articles are the MarattaMerchants, and a religious 
SeA called Anteets, who generally land their Goods at Mirtapore, and from thence carry them by 
Land and Bullocks into the Decan, or to Delhy } and they will find it moK profitable to unload 
their Boats at Patna, ‘and carry thdr Goods through Ramgur, than to pay fo heavy aCufiom as 
5 per Cent, will amount to intheRoadTrem Batna to Miisapooe. 

** I know ibr certain, that on the Rumour being fpread, in December lad, that 5 per Cent, was 
tobe levied on every Article, by the Ditefbions of the Honontsble the Governor Genera], that 
the principal Hoofes in the I^n immediately ordered their Gomtfiabs to flop all their Boats at 
Patna, and to fend their Goods bythe Rout abmm mentioned, ifthe Duty of 5 per Cent, was continued. 

“ I b^ leave to ky before your Honootable Board Another Fraction} Whether it will not 
be judicious to reduce the 5 per Cent.:to.3i on our ownfiaple Commodities, viz. Broad Cloth, 

Europe Iron, Steel, and Copper. 

“I btve the Honour to be, fltc. 

** Benares, the -toth March 1783. (Signed) W" Markham. 


“ P. S. I have not been able to bring foitie certain. Articles within the accompanying State^ 
Bnent, on Account of their indefinite Value and Weight. You will obferve that Cloths more par- 
ticularly are in the above Predicament. 

(Signed) W. Markham.”) 4 ^ 


*' Refolved, That the Duties of af pefCent collefled by the Aumeen be abolUhed. 

Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Markham! 

« Sir, 

“ We have received your Letter of the/aetfa tdtimo, with the Account of :Duties defigned to be 
levied by the Governor Oeoerat’sdate- new Arrangement, and of thofe exafied by the lace Rma. dtnt at Bc- 
*' As we agree with you in' Opiiuoo, that the Duty of 5 per Cent being « great Increafe upon 
rhe former Rates on fome Articles would be too hcai^, we direft that it be seduced to .z} .per 
Cent, upon the following (^wds, -vie. 

'.SsIfeOB, 

CiuMmon, 

Mace, 

Chwes, 


‘(^) Vid»ifepn,iP.aaa. 
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Kutmegy; 
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Nutmegs, 

Cochineal, 

Raw Silk, 

Broad Cloth, 

Europe Iron* 

Steel, 

Copper. 

“ Fort William, the 8th April 1782. We are, Sfc.** 


I 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe* That the Evidence 
they were about to produce, related not only to the Points ftated in the Letter read 
from the Appendix, No. 3. A, fupra, Page 294, but likewife to fome other Points, wWch, 
for the Sake of Perfpicuity, they would Ihortly ftatc j whereupon they defired the 
Houfe to recolleft there was a Charge in the Fii-ft Article againft Mr. Hallings of his 
having carried on a clandeftine Correfpondence with Mr, Markham *. 

1 here were other Charges in the fame Article as to the Removal of Doofgfcijey Sing 
from his Office, the confining of him in Prifon, and the Exaflions made upon him by 
the Defendant f. There was alfo a further Charge relative to the Appointment of 
Jagger Deo Sing (called in the Charge Jagger Deo Seo) to the Office of Adminiftrator 
of the Province of Benares } : All which Charges in the Article the Papers about to be 
produced would prove to be true. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 19, intituled, ** Bengal Secret Council, from 
23d September to 31ft December 1782.” 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of 4th December 1782, beginning 
Page 7 1 i of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, 4th December 1782. 

“ At a Council * Prefent, 

Edward Wheler, ^ 

I 


Efquires ; 


John M‘Phcrfon, 
and I 

John Stables, J 

The Governor General and Sir Eyre Coote indifpofed. 


[“ The Proceedings of the asth ultimo read and approved. 

“ The Secretary having received the following Minute, with the Letter incloled in it, from the 
Governor General, they were circulated agreeable to his InftruAions. 

“ ayth November 1782. 

‘‘ Governor General— I defire the Secretary to lay the accompanying Letters from Mr, Mark- 
Iiam before tlie Board, and requeft that Orders may be imnKdiately fent to him concerning the 
Subjefts contained in them. It may be neceflary to inform the Board, that on repeated Informa* 
tion from Mr. Markham, which indeed was confirmed to me beyond a Doubt by other Channels, 
and by private Afilirances which I could trufi, that the Affairs of that Province were likely to tall 
into the greatefi Confufion, from the Mifeonduft of Baboo Doorkbijey Sing, whom I bad appoint* 
ed the Naib ; Fearing the dangerous Confequences of a Delay, and being at too great a Diflance 
to confult the Members of the Board, who I knew could repofe that Confidence in my local 
Knowledge as to admit of this occafional Exercife of my own leparate Authority, 1 wrote to Mr. 
Markham the Letter to which he alludes, dated 29th September laft, of which I now lay before 
the Board a Copy. The firft of the accompanying Letters from Mr. Markham arrived at a Time 
when a feverc Return of my late Illncfs obliged me, by the Advice of my Phyficians, to leave 
Calcutta for the Benefit of the Country Air, and prevented me from bringing it earlier before the 
Notice of tlie Board. It had indeed - ^cn my Intention, but for the fame Caule, to have requeft- 
cd the Inllruflions of the Board for the Conduft of Mr. Markham in the Difficulties which he had 
to encounter immediately after the Date of my I.ettcrto him, and to have recommended this Sub- 
ftance of it for an Order of the Board, of which indeed 1 had given him Expectation } and this 
will account for his Letter of the 24, th Oiftobcr, Hating the Subjcift without any Reference to the 
Orders which I had given him, and for his fublcquent Letters, referring to my Orders for what he 
had done in Obedience to them, and in Default of Orders from the Board. 1 do now mod ear- 
nettly recommend that the Board will be pleafed to confirm the Appointment which Mr. Markham 
has made, and to direct him to exaift from Baboo Doorkbijey Sing, with the utmoH Rigour, 
every Rupee of the Colle^lions which it lhall appear that he has made, and not brought to Ac* 
count, and cither to confine him at Benares, or to fend filnfta Prifoner to Cbunar, and to keep him 
in Confinement until he lhall have difeharged the Whole of the Amount due from him. 

" I feel myfelf, and may be allowed on Inch an Occafion to acknowledge it, pcrlbnally hurt- at 
the Ingratitude of this Man, and the Difcredit which his ill Conduct has thrown on my Appointment 
of him. In my own JuHification, it will be fufficient to recur to the Remembrance of my -affigned 
Motive for his Appointment. The Rajah blinfelf,Tcarccly arrived at the Verge of Manhood, was 

in 
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in Undcrftanding but little advanced beyond the Tern^i LChildh ootl. and been the Policy of 
Cheit Sing to keep him equallyfccludcd from the World an<Jr?8lP(i|i^fs. It jjf therefore indil'pcii* 
fibly neceflary to depute fomc Perfon for the Management of his AtflrofrjsfiaifM^rtaiiily could 
appear fo 6t for this Truft as his own Father, whofe external Appearance an<.i^Q9||kr, and the 
Mode of his Education, which Qualities were all that could be yet known o^p Charader, 
feemed bcfides to qualify him for that Charge. He has deceived mci He has offended againlf 
the Government wwich I then reprefented, and merits at leaft the Punilhment of a rigid Exac- 
tion of its Dues, and, in my Opinion, a Forfeiture of its Bounties. As he was allowed a Jag- 
heer of a very liberal Amount to enable him to maintain a State and Confequence I'uitablc both to 
the Relation in which he ftood to the Rajah, and the high Office which had been affigned to him, 
and fufficieni alfo to free him from the Temptation of little and mean Peculations, it is therefore 
my Opinion, and I recommend that Mr. Markham be ordered to diveft him of his jaghcer, and 
re-unite it to the Maulguzary, or the Land paying its Revenue through the Rajah to the Com- 
pany.] 

“ The Oppofition made by the Rajah and the old Ranncc, both equally incapable of judging 
for themfelvcs, do certainly originate from feme fecret Influence, which ought to be checked, by 
a decided and peremptory Declaration of the Authority of the Board, and a Denunciation of their 
Difplcafure at their Prefumption. If they can be induced to yield the Appearance of a cheaiful 
Acquiefcence in the new Arrangement, and to adopt it as a Meafure formed with their Participa- 
tion, it would be better than that it (hould be done by a declared Aft of Compulfion ; but at 
all Events it ought to be done. In the Management of this Bufinefs, 1 would rcconiincnd that 
the Board truft to Mr. Markham’s Diferetion for the Execution of their Orders. 

“ I muft beg leave farther to recommend that Mr. Markham be authorifed to grant the Khclaut 
for the Niabut to Baboo jagger Deo Sing, and to carry into Execution the other Points of my 
Letter of the 29th September. 

“ The Inftitution of the new Offices therein recommended will cffeftually guard againft the 
Embezzlements and concealed Praftices which the Example of Doorkbijey Sing may fuggeft to 
others entrufted with chat Charge. 

Warren Haftings.” 


cO? 


f“ Nia Sefai, September 29, 1782. Copy of a 

“ t have received your Letter of the Sth inftant, and am no Icfs pleafcd with your Conduft fhc (ii.lnnor 
than I am diflatisfled with that of Doorbijey Sing. I am thoroughly convinced of his Inca- Otmiaiio 
pacity, and of the Neceffity of removing him. Your Recommendation of Ally Ibrahim Khawn Kciidlla Jt"*’ 
gives me Plcafure. 1 confldcr it as a Conflrmation of his Worth, and as an additional Proof iJcn.iri#. 
of yours, that you have conceived a Fricndfhip for the Man who, from the Nature of his Officej 
might poffibly have been to many others in your Situation an Objeft of Jealoufy. For the Rea- 
fons you have affigned, I think he cannot, with Propriety, accept the Niabut) and for the 
fame Reafons I (hould be unwilling to make him a Sezawul. It is an invidious Office, inferior 
in Point of Dignity even to that of Naib, and invariably expofes the Perfon who poflefles it, to 
the 111 will not only of his immediate Superior in his Diftrift, but of all over whom his Au- 
thority extends. The Port he already fills is as laborious as it is ufeful and important. Not 
only perfeft Leifurc, but popular Eftcem, is in fome Meafure necelTary to the perfeft Difcharge 
of its Duties j and I (hould be very forry to give him an Employment that might contribute to 
rob him of cither. Avail yourfelf, however, of his Experience and Abilities upon all Occafions, 
where they can be of Service to you in your public Bufine&, and particularly upon the Arrange- 
ments which this Letter will authorife you to make. 

“ I need not tell you, my dear Sir, that I poflefs a very high Opinion of your Abilities, and that 
I repofc the utmoft Confidence in your Integrity. The Whole of your Conduft fincc our Ac- 
quaintance has ferved to imprefs me with thefe Sentiments ) and mine, I hope, has proved, that I 
entertain them. From your long Kcfidence at Benaris, and from the Part you have had in the Bu- 
finefs of that Zemindarry, you muft certainly bed know the Men who arc moft capable and dc- 
ferving of public Employment. From among thefe, I authorife you to nominate a Naib to the Ra- 
jah, in the Room of Doorbijey Sing, whom, on account of his ill Conduft, I think it nccefTary 
to difmifs from that Office. It will hardly be neceflary to except Oolfann Sing from the Deferip. 
tion of Men to whom I have limited your Choice •, yet it may not be improper to apprize you that 
I will on no Terras confent to his beinz Naib. In forming the. Arrangements confequent upon 
this new Appointment, I requeft you will, as far iu you can with Propriety, adopt thofe which 
were in ufc during the Life of Bulwant Sing, fo far at leaft as to have diftinft Offices for diftinft 
Purpofes, independent of each other, and with proper Men at the Head of each ) fo that One Of- 
fice may deteft or prevent any Abufes or Irregularities in the others, apd together form a Syftem 
of reciprocal Checks. Upon that Principle, I deflre you will in particular cftablilh under what- 
ever Names one Office of Receipts, and another of Treafory. Tte Offitxrs of both muft be rc- 
fponfible for the Truth and Regularity of their refpeftive Accounu, but not fubjeft in the State- 
ment of them to the Controul or Interference of the Rajah or Naib) nor Ihould they be rcmovcabic 

Plcafure, but for manifeft Mifeonduft only. At the Head of one or other of thefe Offices, 1 
coukl wilb to fee the late Boxey Kogoober Dyalt ) his Conduft in his former Office, his Behaviour 

on 
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o„ .he Reeou of « > Slhg. "tCc- 

Ch.,.a.., p ,o.e p.dh,.R.i.h, rfhrh™^ 

nblc that h^|jiapp«je^ g ^ Dircftionj. jn forming thefc.Amngemciiti, ^ 

MrSlyll^^ Rejahi wnM. -“h “ Ap[Kmn«,J. tt Hb 

Situation reqTm tha. you Otoold do .hat much , Bo. Im YouUtaud Inttpehrace fortud .«< you 

"’™‘ W°.h"Trfuc« .0 Duotbiicy Sing, he ha. ddhoncu.^ m, Ch^ “J “'"•.n.'L'rtfJ; “2™| 
fnr tr> miarrf 3i0ainft tbc ill t ffcfts of his Mifconduft > to detcft and pumm ic To this 1 

TorLSVuwproSr hU Efitfin. 

“lamjlKC. ^ 

« ^Si^mcd) Warren Haftmgs. j dC^ 


To the Ho. 

nouraWc War- 
ren lUftingR 
El'qinrc.from 
Mr. Markham. 


“ The Letters which follow wert alfo circulated with the nbove Minute. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings* Efij. &c» Sec. Sec. 

‘‘ Benares, 24thOStobw 17S1. 

“ I h^vTdclatJd fendiSglo you the Accounts Treafury for the htonth 
yet only received from Rajah Myip Narain the Sum of i»5S,ooO Rupees in tart Payftwht Of the 

andlfeenoProbablHtyof his f^Tettom 
tk.Unri^ AL on account of the MalRUZzarry of thclaft Year. . I have in the ftrongeft Terms repre. 
c nrrd to the Naib Durbeetzy Sine the Impropriety of his Conduft, and the Ruin which muft attend 

Honourable Board. He cannot pkad Inability, for I am confident that he has ready Caih now by 

him more than fufficient to anfwcr every Demand. Ar,m^hpn. 

“ I am forry that thy Duty obliges me to mention to your Hoftburable “y. 

fions of a feverTLofs accruing to the Honourable Company, if Baboo Dbrbtttzy Sing 

in the Naibut durinfl the prelwt Year. I ground , my Fears on the KnowlcdBe I have had of hi 
K/i'tVm4n,iTeinenr • *Thc bad Choicc he has made of his Aumils, the Miftruft which they have 0 
him an^the fcveral Complaints which have been preferred to me by die Byott» 

PurLunnah in the Zemindarfy. I did not choofe to iafte the Time 0/ your honourable Board m 
liftc^ne to my Reprefentations of his Inattention to the Complaints of OMreffion, which ww 
madi to by Ky«ts, as 1 hoped that a Letter he received from theh^ble Governor 
General would\avc had Weight fufficient to have made him more regular in his 
?nd more careful of his Son’s Intcreft. I am forry to obferve that it was but a temporary Re- 

"^^Durbg a Courfc of Two Months Illnefe, he was incapable of **'*”[*^5j? 
fcever Irt the moft preffing Letters, I repeatedly tnioined him to appoint ei^er One of his Bro- 
or fome cSentild &rvant. for thrfetding the Accounts of his Aum.ls, and for reccing 
the Kifts due from them. I imagine he will find hlmfelf a very confidetable Lofer by ncglefting 

‘^"^n'Siate Sloth in his Difpofition, and a ftudlcd Procraftination in every Bufinefs where Ap- 
plicatfoi a roSbatch are neSflary/mark him as unfit for the prefent Stat;on, W which he has 
bl^ elevated by Vis Alliance with the old Family of Bulwani Smg, ‘*>e Ryard Which the 
Honourable the Governor General paid to the obvious Idea of the Father s being the moft p 

^‘MbrendJd to thefe^ireumftances to your Ifoiiourablc ^ 

aoo. but was prevented by a fevere intermittent Fever, which confin^ me to my J™- 

I acquainted Mr. Day, the Paymaftcr to Sir John Cumrnings I^achmeoi, ^ 

DireaS for advancing three M^iths Pay ^ but he required only Two Lacks of Rupees, fot 

which I have taken his Drafts on the Militarv Paymafer General 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. «c. w. „ 

“ W- Markham, Refideftt.” 


To the e 
nourablcWtr* 
ren HalUngi 
F.rquirf,-iK. 
Ac. ^kc. from 
Mr.Mirkhania 
Bcn.ins, Nov. 
tith ItZx. 


*• the% wWchlSuW a^ upon this Year’s ColleftionK if '•g £ 

hc^nSen has ^Kr»>tinW the Oiders which I ttc^ 

^mof General, !5a Letter dated apth of September. J* 

Konimr that the Difftitnci! of a few Days would occafion no Detrtmertt m the CoU«^^ aim t 

tedtelbfc TpSte <h.N.ibWb«.„s.g ®j>*j 

m 1;SI«*0- > in •!»= Kocr of mjr lUprftaon^ a»l tod purtway M 
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moreobftinate than ever in withhtJding the Balance of his Bahdoor Kift, Two Lacks of which 
only have t$ yet been received. It is ncceffitry that I Ihould make One Obfervation to you, that I 
in an Opiflioa which J formerly had^ but could not witha^piicty mention 

to your Honourable Board, that it never was Durbeetay Su!§>n|Qttntion to jmd the Country 
lon^r than throughout the Fuffil^ Year One thoufond one hunatW»Mc ;k ^lLha.nine. My 
Reafon h tf follov's: He has often expreflhd a Difguft that the Country (houiS to him 

on harder Tbmts than thole on which the late Rsyah Chyei Sing held it > and you wilT^ierve that 
he has this Ye# only mW Twenty*levon Lacks Twen^-ftveo thouiaDd Rupees, which is nearly 
the Amount of what Rajah Chyct Sing's Tribute was, after the Five Lacks on his Contribution 
towards the Eitpencea of the War waa Rvied upon him. I am confident, and hope I (ball be able 
to prove, that M hae collcfied at leaft Forty Lacks from the Rajc. I have therefore, in confc- 
Quence of the Honourable the Governor General’s Orders, fent him a Letter, informing him that 
he is dtfmiffcd from his former Rmploymcot i a Tranllatioo of which I have the Honour to inclylc. 

1 thought it proper that Durbeetzy Sing Ihould be put under a geptlc Confinement until I fliail re- 
ceive your Honourable Board's Orders for any future Meafurcs. 

« As the Honourable the Governor General has given me an Authority to fclcdl: a proper Perfon 
for Naib, and as Baboo Naibul Sing and Baboo Jagger Deco Sing arc the only Two of the Family 
of Rajah Bulwant Sing who are fit for fuch a Truft, I recommended the latter to the Honourable 
the Governor General t and ai his illnefs has prevented me from receiving further Inftrudions, I 
have appointed him Naib. 

» The Honourable the Governor General alfo ordered me to eftablilh Olfices, which might not 
only be a reciprocal Check upon each other, but might alfo prevent any Collufion on the Part of 
the Naib. I (hall therefore appoint a Dewaoe One 0 %c for Receipts of Revenue into tire 
Trcaiiiry s a Treafpryt and a Fourth OiRce, in which are to be kept all Dilburfemcnts from the 
Treafury. If I had waited for further Piredlions from the Honourable the Governor General, 
or your Honourable Board, the CollcSions on the Kbamef Fuflil would have been entirely loil, 
and a Deficiency perhaps happened in the Forty Lacb, t/ybich is the Malguaarry from Rajah 
Mehipnerain this Year, as a moft unufual Drought has btsen univerfally felt over the Country, no 
Rain having fallen fmee the latter End of Auguft, which may prove very detrimental to the 
Rhabbec Fulfil. 

“ Babbao Durbeetzy Sing has certainly Money by him fulHcient to pay up the Arrears of the 
Month Bhadoon, and it would be proper that fomeftrifter Confinement (nouid oblige him to part 
with it for that Purpofct yet, let me affurc your Honourable Board, that I will exert myfelf as 
much as poifible to recover any Balances which may be doc to him from the Country, and that 
it (hall be my moft earneft Endeavour to avert any Lofi from the Honourable Company, which 
his obftinate Conduft and impolitic Difhonefiy might otherwife occafion. 

“ I hope that your Honourable Board will approve of my ConduA in this Bufiners t and that 
you will believe 

“ I am, 

Benaris, Nov. izth, 1782. “ Honourabk Sir tod Sirs, &c. &c. &c. 

W» Markham, Relidcnt.”] 4 ^ 1 } 

\ 

A TRANSLATION of a Parfitn Letter to the Naib Durbeetzy Sing, Tranfiation of 

, ' . i r\ 1 • ‘ * FcrITan Let- 

“ After Compliments — The Impropriety of your Condgfl, and intentional Delays in paying up teriotiicN^ib 
your Bhadoon Khift, have at length determined the Honourable Nabob Imaud ul Dowlah, &:c. 

&c. &c. to remove you from the high Station to which he formerly raifed you, from all Inter- 
ference in the Affairs of your Son, and confequcntly in tbofeof this Zemindarry. 

“ You have fince the Firft of Aflecn of the FuBilce Year 1 189, paid no more into the Treafury 
than Twenty-fcven Lacks Twenty-feven thoufand Rupees. It is impolfible, from a Country by 
your own Account afibrding an eafy Revenue of Forty-nine Lacks, that no more Ihould be col- 
lefted : I thei^re recomm^ it to you moft eameftty to make up the Balance doe, Md avoid 
the Dilhonour and Shame, and perhaps even worfir, which Wfil inevitably purfuc you, if you dif- 
n^ard thefe Injundions. In the mean Time I have thought proper to keep a Guard upon your 
Perfon. I defire that you without Delay mve me a Paper, contaiaing the Names of all your Mik- 
zuddies. Writers of Accounts, 8cc. See, ^ } that you in the Courie of this Day fend me a Lift 
of the Balances due to you from the AumUs wham you have employed i that you give the moft 
pofitive Orders to your Mutzuddks, &c. &c. &c. » rentkr me a juft Account and Information 
of the prefent State of the Country, and to attend me whenever I (hall call upon them. 

M yfm Markham.” 

** HoooutaUe Sir, and Sirs, 

“ In a Letter whicM niyfclf the Honour of writ^g to you on the lath inftant, 1 informed 
you dwt I had dvch fiabbp Tttger Dceo Sii^ the Appoinmot of Naib. He could not at that H»fting» 
Time be invefted with the KbaSat, it the Bramini ptogn|mic«ed it a Day of iB Omen > and the 

was ’fixed upon for tfac Cdcnnony# Markham. 

a ,Q Since 'Benareig Noy. 

^ ^ •• 14th 178a. 
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“ Since that Time the old Rannee and the Rajah, inftrudtcd by Durbeetzy Sing, have moft 
hemcn'.ly declared to me, that they will by no Means give their Confent that any other Perfon 
fliall be appoii^ Naib. I thercfoi^-vc deferred the Ceremony of granting him the Khalaat till 
1 receive turth^Urders fr^ ^ pa^^onourable Board. 

» It is neccflalpipidMi^markcd, that Baboo Jagget Deco Sing and Baboo Neehul Sing are the 
only I wo odpiS^amily of- BuKvant Sing, and indeed the only Two Men with whom I am 
acquainted Zeniindarry, to whofe Hands fo high an Employment can be entruftedj and I 
gave the Preference to the former, as Age and Deafnefs are great Impediments to Bulinels in 
tile latter. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

“ Benares, Nov. 14th, tyHa. W" Markham, Refidcnt." 

“ The following Minute was returned with the foregoing Papers, and the Letter which is en- 
tered after it written to Mr. Markham : 

“ In Circulation. 

“ A Minute from the Governor General. 

“ 'rhree Letters and One Inclofure from the Refident at Benares. 

“ Copy of the Governor’s Letter to D% dated 29th September. 

“ Thurfday, 28th Nov. 1782. ' 

“ Mr. Wheler.— I approve of the Mcafures recommended by the Governor General’s Minute 
refpeding Baboo Doorkbijey Sing, and of the Mode of carrying them into Execution through the 
Rcfidcnt of Benares, which is his official Duty-, and alfo of the Appointment of Jagger Deeo 
Sing to fill the Office of which Doorkbijey has been difpoflefled and of the Appointments recom- 
mended in the Governor General’s Letter of the 29th September. The feverc Indifpofiiion with 
which the Governor General was afflifted when thclc Letters were received, and his Abfcncc from 
the Prefidcncy, arc Subjefts well known to every Member of the Board. 

“ (Signed) E. W. 

J. M‘P. 

J. S.” 

“ Sir, 

ToMr.Maiic. “ We havc now before us your Letters of the 24th OfVobcr, lath and 14th November. The 
h.iin. Governor General has likewife communicated to us a Copy of the Letter which he wrote to you 

on 29th September from Nia Serai. 

“ The Mcafures which you havc taken with Baboo Doorbijey Sing arc pcrfeflly right and pro- 
per, fo far as they go •, and we now direft that you exaft from him, with the utmoll Rigour, every 
Rupee of the Colledions which it fhall appear that he has made and not brought to Account, 
and either confine him at Benares, or fend him a Prifoner to Chunar, and keep him in Confinement 
until he ftiall have difeharged the Whole of the Amount due from him. 

" We likewife direft, that for the Offence which he has been guilty of you divert him of the 
Jaghecr which was afligned him, and rc-unite the Property of it to the Malguzarry, or the Land 
paying its Revenue through the Rajah to the Company. 

“ We .ipprove and confirm your Appointment of Baboo Jagger Deeo Sing to the Office of 
Nilib of the Zemindarry, in the Room 01 Doorbijey Sing, and dciire tliat you will invert him ini- 
niediatcly with the ulual Khelaat in due Form, 

“ We alio direft you to carry into Execution the other Points of the Governor General’s Letter 
to you of the 29th September, which remain to be accomplilhed. 

“ Fort William, 4th Dec. 1782. “ We arc, &c. See. Sec.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That they had now 
read all the Letters they propofed to give in Evidence relative to this Part of the Charge; 
and that what was not completely made out by thofe Letters would be fupplied by 
paiole Tertimony : That they (hould now proceed to the Conclufion of the firft 
Article of the Cliargc, which tney fhould read from the Article itfclf, in order to point 
out to the Houfe what the remaining Part of the Proof would apply to, viz. “ That 
“ the Confequence of all thefe violent Changes and arbitrary Afls were the total Ruin 
“ and Dcfolation of the Country, and the Flight of the Inhabitants j the faid Warren 
“ Haftings having found every Place abandoned at his Approach even by the Officers 
“ of the very Government which he eftabliftied, and feeing nothing but Traces of 
“ Devaftation in every Village; the Province in Effeft without a Government j the 
“ Adminiftration mifeonduded ; the People opprelled ; Trade difeouraged; and the 
“ Revenue in danger of a rapid Decline. *” 


• Vide Printed Articles, P. 8. Par» 4. 


This 
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This the Managers rtated would be proved by a Letter of the ad of April 
(already alluded to m the opening of this Articl&J^om Mr. Haftings at Lucknow to 
the Council at Calcutta upon his fecond Expedition ^ h wng an Account of the Situation 
of the Country from his own ocular Infpeftion ; — but before%ay»<p^duced this Letter, 
it might be more in order to read the Petitions or Arzees from the kiX'i)^ the Widow 
of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah Mehipnarain, and then proceed to the abovementioned 
Letter, which would be the laft Piece of written Evidence they ftiould have occafion to 
produce upon this Article of the Charge. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 46, intituled, “ Perlian Correfpondence, Public 
Department, Letters received in the Year 1782.” 

Read, the following Letters to the Governor General, both received on the 15th 
December 1782, No. 46 and No. 47 in the faid Book. 

“ From the Ranny, Widow of Raja Bulwant Sing. 

“ Received 15th December 178a, 

« N®. 46. I and my Children h.<ive no Hopes but from your Highnels and our Honour and 
Rank arc bc'ftowcd by you. Mr. Markham, from the Advice of my Enemies, having proteCkd 
tlic Farmers, would not permit the Balances to be colleAcd. Baboo Dirgbejey Sing frequently be- 
fore dcfired that Gentleman to (hew his Rcfentmcnt againft the People who owed Balances, that the 
Balances might be collected, and to give Eafe to his Mind for the prefent Year, conformably to the 
Uequefts figned by the Prefence, that he might complete the Biindobuft. But that Gentleman 
would not Men to him, and having appointed a Mutefeddy and Taveeldar, employs them in the 
Collcaions of the Year, and fent I'wo Companies of Sepoys and arrefted Baboo Dirgbejey Sing 
upon this Charge, that he had fecreted, in his Houfe, many Lacks of Rupees from the CollediOHs, 
ami he carried the Multcfeddies and Treafurer, with their Papers, to his own Prefence. He neither 
afccrtainecl this Matter by Proofs, nor docs he complete the Balance of the Sircar from the Jaidads of 
the Balances right or wrong he is rcfolvcd to deftroy our Lives. As wc have no AfTylum or 1 lope 
except from your Highnels, and as the Almighty has formed your Mind to be a Dillributor of 
lufticc in thde Times, I therefore hope, from the Benignity of your Highnefs, that you will 
enquire and do Jufticc in this Matter, and that an Amcen may be appointed from the Prclence, that 
having difeovered the Crimes or Innocence of Baboo Dirgbejey Sing, he may report to the PrcfcnCc. 

Further Particulars will be made known to your Highnels by the Arzic of my Son, Raja Mchipna- 
rainc Bahadcr.” 

“ Arzic from Raja Mehipnarain Bahadcr. 

“ Received 15th December 1782. 

« N* 47. I before this had the Honour of atldrefllng fevcral Arzics to yoOr Prdenre, but, from 
my unfortunate State, not one of them has been perufed by your Highnels, that my Situation 
might be fully learnt by you ; The Calc is this Mr. Markham, from the Advice of my PJncmics, 
having occafioned fevcral kinds of LolTcs, and given Protcaion to thofe who owed Balances, prevent- 
ed the Balance from being colleded •, for this Rcaibn, that the Money not being paid in Time, tlic 
Baboo might beconviacd of Inability. From this Kcafon, all the Owers of Balances refufed to pay 
the Malwajib of the Sitcar: before this the Baboo h.id frequently dtfired that Gentleman to llicw 
his Rcfentmcnt againft the Perfons who owed the Balances, that the Balances might be paid, and 
that his Mind might be at Eafe for the prefent Year, fo that the Bundebuft of tlic prclent Year 
miM be completed i adding, that if next Year Rich kinds of Injuries and Protedion of the Far- 
mers were to happen he (hould not be able to fupport it. But that Gentleman did not reprove 
the Owers of Balances; and with refpeft to the Satisfaftion for the prefent Year, he laid tliat he 
could not at this Time do it. From this Rcafon fo great a Balance to the Sircar ftill remains. 

Bcfules this, upon the falfc Reprefentations of my Enemies, that Genilcman faid to the Baboo, 

» You have fecreted in your Houfe fevcral Lacks of Rupees from the Collcdions, and do not pay 
the Balance to the Sircar.” The Baboo requefted that this Matter might be properly inqurted into ; 
but that Gentleman, without afeertaining it, appointed a Mutclcddy and a Trcalurcr from his own 
Sircar, for the Collcdbons of the prefent Year. Afterwards, on the 4th of Zcheidja he lent an 
Englilb Gentleman with Two Companies of Sepoys who pot the Baboo under Arrcft, at the iame 
Time he threw the Miitcfeddics and Treafurer, with their Papers, into Confinement, and brought 
them to his own Prefence, and toid me that Orders had come from the Prefcncc lor a new Naib, 
and that 1 muft appoint Jugdeo Sing Naib to finilh the Bundebuft of the prefent Year ; and that 
having fettled this Point with the Ranny, I (hould return. I gave him a proper An(wer, and 
again went to the Prclence of that Gentleman, and conformably to the Dircdlions of the Ranny, I 
faid to him, “ That, with refpedt to the Ncabut ot Jugdeo Sing, which he had ordered, 1 was now 
mylclf able to attend to and manage the Affairs • the Sircar, and that the Ranny did not confent or * in On*- 
approve ot a Naib : that it would have been incumbent on him, firft, to have proved the Crime of Ba- 
boo Dirgbejey Sing, and then confined him ; That this would have been proper, becaufe, in the Room 
of all the Ranks and Honours beftowed upon him by the Prclence, from the Event, Difgrace and 

Injury, 
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Injury, without Bounds, have come upon turn: That now, from the carrying the Mutefeddiea mkI 
Treafurer, with their Papers, to the Prince, no Secrecy remained. If tht) Matter ihouh} be 
carried to the Proofs, the Baboo is eju i^ guilty i but in cafe of his Innocence, let the Guard be 
taken off, and then d)^^j[^ort!is Year may be fully difeufled.” Mr. Marl^am replied, that 
he would again wruJMnmtter to the Preftncc. 

“ My Mafter, Too not know what he may have written to your Ptefence, I hive therefore re. 
prefented fully my diftrelTcd Situation ; my only Hopes are from your Highnefe; my Honour aisd 
Rank are beftowed by you. Mr. Markham having written falfe Com^aintt to your Prefence, 
has brought me to this Situation, and has thrown the Concerns of this Year into Incon^letioa and 
Ruin. 1 am therefore hopeful that an Ameen be appointed, who having enquired into the Crime 
or Innocence of the Baboo, may inform the Prefence, and may compel the Owers of Balances to 
pay the Balance of the Sircar. You have approved of the Concerns of theprefent Year being com. 
pletcd by me •, favour me fo far as to prevent the Injuries, and Proteftion of the Farmers from tlut 
Gentleman, and that I may remain firm, conformably to the Requefts figned by the Prefence, that 
I may complete the Malwajib of the Sircar with Eafc.” 

The Managers for the Commons faid, They would in the next Place (hew that there 
was but One Month in Arrear at the Time of Doorbidjey Sing's being put into Con- 
finement. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 6i, intituled, “ Bengal Council, from ad Ja- 
nuary to 1 ith February 178a." 

Read, Extract of a Confultation on 5th February 178a, beginning at Page 387 of 
the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, ■ 5th February 1782. 

" At a Council t Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident i 
Edward Whelcr, J 

and i Efquires. 

John M‘Pherfon, J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. Abfent on Service at Fort St. George. 

** Extract of a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated Benares, 25th Jan. 1782.’ 

Received the following Letter from the Refident at Benares. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I herewith have the Honour to tranfmit you an Account of the Receipts and Difburfcments at 
this Trcafary, from the tft Aflin, anfweringto the 14th of September 1781, to the 20th of January 
1782, by which you vflll perceive, that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated the Three firft Kifts of 
AlTin, Kautick, and Augun." 

Then Book 45, intituled, “ Bengal Council from the 8th April to the 20th May 
1782," was delivered in. 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation held on 20th May 1782, beginning 
at Page 6 1 9 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 20th May 1782. 

“ At a Council^ Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Prefident 3 
Edward Whcler, "s 

and k Efquires. 

John M’Pherfon, J 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Service at Fort St. George. 

The Proceedings of the 16th inftant read and approved. 

*' Read the following Letter from the Refident at Benares. 

'* Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

‘‘ I herewith have the Honour to tranfmit you an Account of the R^pts and Diiburfements at 
this Treafury, from the 3d March 178a to the ad April 1782, by which you will perceive, that 
Rajah Myipnarain hu liquidated his two Kifts for Maug and Phaugon.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 62, intituled, « Bengal General Council, 
from the i6th September to the 28th October 1782.*' 

Read, 


6 
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Read, Extract of a Confultation of 30th September 1782, beginning at Page 23. j 
of the faid Book, as follows : 

FofN« the 30th September 1782. 

« At a Council 5 Prefenr, 

Edward Wheler. and 1 

John M‘Phcrfon, / t,iquirc$. 

The Governor General indifpofed. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Command at Fort St. George. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I herewith have the Honour to tranfmit you an Account of the Receipts and Dilburfeincnts at 
this Trfafury, from the 3tl Auguft 1782 to the 3d September 1782, by wliich you will ptrtcivc, 
that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated his 1 1 Kill for Sawcen.” 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 64, intituled, “ Bcng.1l Council, from ad Ja- 
nuary to the loth of February 1783." 

Read, the following Extrafl of a Confultation, 27th January 1783, beginning at 
Page 510 of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, the 27th January 1783. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcntj 
Lieutenant General Sir Lyre Coote, 

Edward Wheler, 

John Macpherlbn, 

John Stables. 


I’u'> l),p. 
MoiKi.iy. 
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“ Received the following Letters from Mr. Markham.' 

" Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I herewith have the Honour to tranftnic you an Account of the Receipts and Dlfburli iiients 
at this Treafury from the 3d of October 1782 to the 3d of November 1782, by wliich you will 
perceive, that only 2,00,000 Rupees of the Bhadoon Kilt, due the 2ilt September, has been 
received, and that a Balance of 6,06,33 ; : 5 : 10 yet remains to be liquidated. 

“ I am in Hopes of obtaining this Balance in a few D.iys from the late Naib Durbeetzy Sing, 
who, according to your Orders, ftill remains in Confinement. 

“ Benares, I hiive the Honour to be, Src. 

30th September 178a. (Signed) Wm. Markham.” 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I herewith have the Honour to tranfmit you an Account of the Dilburfements at the Trea- 
fury from the 3d September 1782 to the 3d October 1782. 

“ Benares, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

30th December 1782. (Signed) Wm. Markham.” 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ 1 have the Honour to enclole you an Account of the Receipts and Dilburfements at this Trea- 
fury, from the 3d December 1782 to the 3d January 1783, by which you will perceive that Baboo 
J.igger Devo Sing has liquidated Rajah Myipnarain’s ift Kill for AlTin, due the 2 ill October. 

“ I exped to receive the 2d Kid for Kautich in the Courle of Four or Five D.tys. 

“ Benares, I have the 1 lonour to be, &c. 

8th January 1783. (Signed) Wm. Markham.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 65, intituled, “ Bengal Council, from 12th May 
to 3d July 1783.” 

Read, the following Extra£l from a Confultation of 19th May 1783, beginning at 
Page 142 of the faid Book. 

- “ Fort William, 19th May 1783. 

“ At a Council ■, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hadings, Governor General, Prefident. 

Edward Wheler, j 
John Maepherfon, VEfquircs. 

John Stables, j 

“ Read the following Letters from the Rcfidcnt at Benares. 

Lfitrrfrom 

“ To the Honourable Warren Hadines Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council, Mr. u. nn t,» 

® ^ the Otjvt’inor 

“ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, fmd*.ou»cii 

“ Mr. Markham, the late Rcfidcnt at Benares, has left this Station to the * proceed to the Pre- • Fa. limiie 

. ... of Ont;. 

iiaency, agreeable to your Orders, having previoufly delivered the Public Letters, Accounts, and 

4 H other 
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other Dccuments. Woflging w the Appointment of Rcfidcnt» to me, in Charge, tHl the Arrival 
of Mr. f owkc. Accounts, wooUl inform your Honourable Board, 

tint ilic Kills lor ’ . Comoany’s Treafury, exEcpt loch Sums «i yoor Honout. 

Ifoll'l may and confcqocn.ly 00. admit in the Claim. «hich Baboo Dorbida, 

Sin- lias made for Dedudtions. ^ 

' Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Jnhn Bcnn, 

April 12 , 1783 . ® Aflirtant to the Refident at Benares.” 

Then tire Managers for the Commons defirecl the Witnefs might produce the Letter 
of Mr. ILrliings from Lucknow before alluded to. 

The Wirnefs produced Book 47, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 18th 

March to 30ih June I 7 li 4 ‘* . . r. c ..i 

Read, Extraa of a Confultation on 20th April 1784, beginning Page 247 of «« 
faid Book, as follows ; 

“ Fort William, thc2cth April 1784. 

« At a Council*, Prefenc, 

The Honourable bdward Whcler Efejuire, 
and 

The Honou£.“ otmiSS ab,™, „„ a Vih. „ .he Naiatb Vi,» 

John Stables Elquire indilpokd. 

[“ Read, the following Letter from the Honourable the Governor General. 

Edward Wheler Efquirc, Council, &c. &c. &c. Fort VMlham. 

Lucknow, the id April i7®4» 

of'^rlT'birKnowledge of the State onhe lkov.^ otrildcdTirme,' 
to you : indad, the h.nqurry, which was 4^,, p’tp„,c. From the 

very mortilying Krflertioiiy on my /, . Ol (ij.. Clamours of ihe difcomenlcd In- 

to, Uln.,. of Bu«r .0 Benares, ' 7,;" X"' :"‘‘be; aSe U J ,1 .hat the 1 xereife of Authority 
li.ibitants ■, it was what I expeJed ntTk<<^K ot it 'I he Diltrclfcs which were produced by 

Hiould prove fatisfaftory to all who the Ol^^efls ' , ‘ , ^ Difeontent •, yet, I have 

the long continued. Drought, unavoidably ve ff not a corrupt and oppreffive 

Kealon to fear, that the Caulc exiftcd pr.ncip.diy m » whichh took 

Adinintllration. Of ^ muUitude of Petitions vv ii P continued the Keprdentation of 

Minutes, every one that did not relate fatal to 

one and the lame Specics of j j, ’it is affirmed, that the Aumils 

the future Cultivation. The Praaice to Harvtft a larce Encreal'c in Kind on iheir 

nml Renters ex ifl from the Proprietor, “1 *?“p' ^ y of p,yl„g One Half of 

(lipuUletl Rent, .ha, is. ^ ‘‘1. ,,„TsobSfo^ » large ProtSrtion of it by 

tltJ Produce of titeit Crop,, either the Whole »..h« » » «"8 f 

f..lle Mealitrement, o, other Pretexts. 7 “ S' ‘""f fe “ eM. a Tax upon the 

Money, the h^'*'** hi * B^'L-^therTis fcafcc a Field of Grain in the Province, l might fay 
Indullry ot the """I'i'.rf by the incelTam Labour of the Culti.aior by digging 

. ,le I. Ode. w'erLtS'ir- f 8 . .hem f- 

take from them yyhat they had lo hardly earn„L If the ^ Adn, n. ^ abandoned. 

Country flull again labour ^ ^ , , Want of Subfiftcncci for who will labour ajr 

the Revenue tail, and Thoufands periffi tluough ^c Want of lor w o 

the l-ole Bcneht of others, and to make the Na b hinifelf. The avowed 

to be imputed to the Aum.ls emp byed >n J ,he whole Sum fixed 

S";rRrr'or .Mm: « irL r» ^h^^pyh. the^|>; 

SrL*$lW fmm rte M»ee.Tuto. «l»r. .be Soil ha, been berrer fuited m 
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. Sctfoh, or the Induftry of the Cultivators more fucccfsfully exerted i a Principle which, 

K ever f^ious and plaufiblc it may at firft appear, certainly tends to the moft pernicious 
^ d deftru^ive Confequences. If this Declaration of ^hj^Naib had been made only to 
*”flf I tnight have doubted my Conllruflion of it; but it wasrepcated by him to Mr. 
Tderfon, who underftood irc^aftly in the fame Senfe. In the ManagetRctrrrj^the Ciilloms, the 
r nduft of the Naib, or of the Officers under him, was forced alio upon my Atteniion. The 
^ rbitant Rates exafted by an arbitrary Valuation of the Goods, the Praftice of exadinj' Duties 
Twice on the fame Goods, firft from the Seller, and afterwards from the Buyer and the vexa- 
* Difputcs and Delays drawn on the Merchants by thefc Opprcllions were louclly complained 
*'f ■ and fome Inftances of this Kind were faid to cxift at the very I'imc when I was in Benares. 
Under foch Circumftanccs we are not to wonder if the Merchants of foreign Countries aic dif- 
ouraged from rciorting to Benaris, and if the Commerce of that Province fhould annually decay. 
Other t'.vils, or imputed Evils, have accidentally come to my Knowledge, which I will not now 
narticularize, as I hope, that, with the Affiftance of the Refident, ilicy may be in pare corrcacd. 
One however I muft mention, becaufc it has been verified by my own Oblervation, and is of that 
Kind which reflects an unmerited Reproach on our general and national Charaefer. When I was 
acBuxar, the Refident, at my Defire, enjoined the Naib to appoint creditable People to every 
Town through which our Route lay, to perluade and encourage the Inhabitants to remain in 
their Houles, promifing to give them Guards as I approached, and they required it for their Pro- 
tection i and that he might perceive how earneft I was for his Obfervance of this Precaution 
(which ’l am certain was faithfully delivered) I repeated it to him in Perltin, and difmilfed him, 
that he might precede me for that Purpole ; but, to my great Difappointment, I found every 
Place through which I pafled abandoned ; nor had there been a Man left in any of them for 
their Proteftion. I am fo'ry to add, tliat from Buxar to the oppolite Boundary, 1 have feen_ 
nothing but the fracei of complete Devaftation in every Village, whether caulcd by the Followers of 
t'^e froops which have lai-ly palled, for their natural Relief, and I know not whether my own 
mav not have had their Share, or from the Apprchenlions of the Inhabitants left to themfclves, 
ai-li of themfelvcs defertmg their Houles. I wifli to acquit my own Countiymcn of the Blame of 
hele unfavourab; .ppearanccs, and in my own Heart I do acquit them; for at One Hneautp- 
rent near a large Village, called Derrera, in the Pergunnah of Zemaneea, a Crowd of People 
came to me, complaining, that their lormcr Aumil, who was a Native of the Place, and had long 
been etlablifficd in Authority over them, and whofe Cuftom it had been, whenever any Troops 
palled, t cmain in Petlon on the Spot for their Protedion, having been removed, the new Au- 
ml, on the Approach of any military Detachment, himfelf firft fled from the Place, and the In- 
habitants, liaving no One to whom they could apply for Redrefs, or lor the Kcprelentation of 
the- ..levances, and being thus remedilefs, fled alio-, fo that their I Joules and Elfcds became a 
prey to any Peribn who chofe to plunder them. The general Conclufion appeared to me an in- 
evitable Conlequence from fuch a State of Fads and my own Senfes bore Tcllimony to it in this 
fpecific Inftance ; nor do I know how it is pollible for any Officer commanding a military Party, 
how attentive luever he may be to the Difcipline and Forbearance of his People, to prevent Dif- 
orders, when there is neither Oppofition to hinder, nor Evidence to deter them. Thefc and 
many other Irregularities I impute folcly to the Naib, and I think it my Duty to recommend his 
inftant Removal. I would myfelf have difmifled him, had the Controul of this Province come 
within the I .inc of my Powers, and have eftabliffied fuch Regulations and Checks as would have 
been moft likely to prevent the like Irregularities. I have faid Checks, becaufe unlels there is 
fome vifible Influence, and a powerful and able one, impended over the Head of the Manager, 
no Syftem can avail. The next appointed ntay prove, from fome Defeft, as unfit for the Office 
as the prefent j for the Choice is limited to few, without Experience to guide it. The firft was 
of my own Nominatibit : His Merits and Qualifications ftood in equal Balance with my^ Know- 
ledge of thofe who might have been the Candidates for the Office. But he was the bather of 
the Rajah, and the Affinity funk the Scale wholly in his Favour ; for who could be fo fit to be cn- 
frufted with the Charge of his Son’s Intcrefts, and the new Credit of the rifing Family ? He de- 
ceived my Expetftations. Another was recommended by the Refident •, and, at my Inftance, the 
B'urd appointed him. This was juggerdeo Sing, the prclcnt Naib. 1 knew him not, and the other 
Members of the Board as little. 

“ V" 'e Mr. Markham remained in Office, of whom, as his immediate Patron, he may have 
ftov 1 Awe, I am told that he reftrained his natural Difpofition, which has been deferibed to me 
as rapacious, unfeeling, haughty, and to an Extreme vindidfivc. I cannot avoid rernarking, that 
excepting the City of Benares itfelf, the Province depending upon it is in effeft without a Go- 
ve mentj the Naib cxercifing only a dependant Jurifdi£kion without a Principal. The Rajah is 
Without Authority, and even his Name difuled in 'the Official inftruments ifiued or taken by the 
M aager. The Reprefentation of his Situation fliall be the Subjeft of another Letter t I have 
made this already too long, and lhall confine it to the Bnglc Subjeft, for the Communication ot 
which it was begun : This permit me to recapitulate. The Adminiftration oi the Province is 
mifeondufted, and the People oppreflTed •, Trade difcouragcd, and the Revenue, though laid to be 
exceeded in the af^ual Collcalons by many Lacs (for I have a minute Account of it, which 
flates tfic nett Amo-nt, including jagheers, at fomething more than I'ifty-onc Lacs) in Danger ot 

a rapid 
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a rapid Decline, from flic violent Appropriation of its Means. The Naib or Manager Is unfit 
for liis Office : A new Manager is retaired, and a Syflem of official Centreui i in a Word, a 
Conflitution ; for neither can the extend its fuperintending Powers to a Diftria fo remote 
from its Obfervatiot^i^tiws it delegated that Authority to the Refidcnt, who is merely the Re. 
prefentative of GotHlunm, and the Receiver of its Revenue in the laft Procels of it } nor indeed 
would it be poffiblc to render him wholly fo; for Realons which I may hereafter detail. 
Gentlemen, you lliall think it proper to entruft me with Powers for this Purpofe, I will chear* 
fully undertake the Reformation of the Country, and will be anfwerable for its Effects*, but I 
entreat that your Refolves may be inflant : for from the Hour that it is known, that fuch a De. 
fign is in Contemplation, and it will be known in Ten Days after your Receipt of it, the Autho- 
rity of the Manager will fink with his Influence, unlefs it is preferved by fome immediate Pledoc 
of Confirmation i ami fuch I would advife, if you ffiall deem it improper to yield to my Recom- 
mendation. I have the Happinefs to find all Men fatisfled and happy in the excellent Admini. 
Itrarion of the City of Benares, and have experienced, what few Men of the firft Station have 
known in the Iiitcrcourfc with the Natives of India, if of any other Country, the Voice of Adu- 
lation diverted, even in my own Prefence, from myfelf, in the Eagernefs of bellowing a better 
merited Praife on another. Such is the Tribute which the Wifdom and Integrity of Ally Ibra- 
him Cawn have extorted from the Hearts of thofe who have been fubiedted to his Jurifdidlion ; and 
I dare truft to the Rcfult of,your own Enquiries, let who will make the Report of him, for a 
Confirmation of mine. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

“ P. S. The above Letter was written immediately after my leaving Benares, but the Inter- 
ruptions of travelling occafioned a Delay in tranferibing it until the prefent Day. This Delay has, 
however, given me an Opportunity of afeertaining more fully the Informations I received at Be- 
nares, and of confirming the Opinion I before entertained. 

(Signed) W. H.J ^ 

“ Ordered, Tliat the foregoing Letter do lie for Confideration until there lliall be a full Meeting 
of the Council.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons defircd John Stables Efquire might be 
called. 

Then JOHN STABLES Efquire was .called, and being fworn, was examined as 
follows : 

Qi Whether you were not in the Province of Benaris in the Year 1764, during the Period of 
Bulwant Sing’s Zemindary ? 

A. I was, in the Year 1764. 

In the Year 1764 ? 

A. Yes. 

(>^ And Bulwant Sing was at that Time Zemindar ? 

A. Bulwant Sing was at that Time Zemindar. 

Q. In what Cap.icity was you in the Province of Benaris at that Time ? 

A. An Officer in the Army. — I had the Honour to be Aid dc Camp to the Commander in 
Chief, and afted then as an Officer in the Service. 

Whether you had any Intcrcourfc with Bulwant Sing, and what your Opinion was of the 
State and Rank of Bulwant Sing? 

A. I thought him a very conlulerable Prince. — He was in PolTcffion of a very fine Country, and 
had a large Body of Troops. 

Whether you ever was in Company with Bulwant Sing in any Progrefs through the 
Country, or upon any other Occafion, which gave you an Opportunity of obferving the Affec- 
tions of his Subjefts to him ? 

A. I had the Honour once of riding out with him, and I had great Pleafure in obferving the 
Alfcftion of his Subjedls to him ; his Villages were full, and they all came out to meet him. 

What State did the Country of Benaris feem to be in at the Time of which you have 
I|x>ken with refpeft to Cultivation and Fruitfulnefs, in the Year 1764 ? — It may be necellary to a(k 
nrff how long you Raid at Benaris in 17^4 ? 

A. I cannot exactly fpeak to the Time wc were there j I ffiould fuppofe between Two and Three 
Months. 6 
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Q. In what Part of the Year ? 

A. I think in November. The Battle of Buxar was the 231! of OAober. We marclud 
afterwards to Benares, and we ttaid from thence it mi^t be about Three Months— -not quite 
Three Months. 

During the Time that you was there, had you any, and what 
Condition of the Country ? 

A. The Country appeared to me in high Cultivation. 

What Part of the Country had you an Opportunity of obfervlng ? 

A. The Army marched from Buxar to Benaris, and round Benaris. 

Q. What is the Length of that March ? 

A. I do not rccolleft cxaftly. 

Q. I do not mean cxadlly •, how many Days mar<.h ? 

A. I cannot recolledt. 

(T That was the Parc of the Country you had an Opportunity of obferving ? 

A. Yes. 

And you thought it in high Cultivation and rich ? 

A. It appeared fo to me. 

Who was Commander in Chief at that Time, under whom you ferved as Aid de Camp ? 

A. At the Time I fpcak of, Major Hector Munro, now Sir Hedor Munro. 

During the Whole of the Time you Ipeuk of ? 

A. Yes, during the whole Time. 

Q4 The Witnefs fuid the Troops went round Benaris, I wifh to know whether the Troops, or 
thole under the Command of the Englilh Officers, were permitted to enter the I'own of Benaris ? 

A. I believe not: a Chain of Centinch and Guards weic fet round it. 

(IK Do you mean ftationed round, or marched round ? 

A. Wc were encamped at fomc little Diftance from the Town of Benares, and fet Guards to 
prevent the Troops from getting into the City and committing Irregularities. 

Q. Whether there was any Reafon, peculiar to Benares, that made it neceflary to place thole 
Guards upon the Troops to prevent them entering into the Town ? 

A. Benares is an open defencclels 'lown, the Plabitation of People of Religion, and of great 
Property, and they were not molefted, and were requefted to remain quiet in their Iloufes. 

Q, They were not molefted ; but it was enjoined them to remain quiet in their Houfes ? 

A. They were rcquellcd to remain quiet in their Houfes. 

By your Commander in Chief, I fuppofc ? 

A. Yes. 

(By a Lord.) What was the State of the Population of that Part of the Country you 

faw i 

A. The Villages appeared to me full of Inhabitants. 

Were the Villages near to each other, or remote from each other ? 

A. I thought there were a great many more Inhabitants than in our Provinces which adjoined 
to it. 

Which Provinces do you particularly allude to ? 

A, Gauzcporc and Buxar. 

At what Diftance, upon an Average, and generally fpeaking, arc the Villages in that Part 
of the Country you went through ? 

A. They arc fcattered about here and there, about a Mile, feme perhaps two Miles diftant 
from each other. 

Q;^ {Crofs examined.) Whether you had any Opportunity of knowing and being acquainted with 
the Conftitution ot the Country, except from your cafual Rcfidcnce of Three Months ? 

A. I was as an Officer of the Army, and had no Opportunity of inquiring into the Particulars 
at that Time, 

You were with the Army, and had not fo good an Op{>ortuniry of enquiring i 

A. Not at that Time. 

Q. Whether you had ever been in the Country before the Pciiod of 1764 which you fpeak to, 
or ever have been there fince the Time chat you returned ? 

A. No, I never have. 
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Q. How long had you been in the Service of the Company in India when you went to Benares f 

^ I arrived in India the latter End of the Year 1759 j this I am fpeaking of was in 1764. 

Q,In what Part of India did yotj^^i^i’vc at in 1759 ? 

A. Eirft at Madrafs, afterwards in Bengal. 

Can you recolWT what Time it was you came to Bengal ? 

A. I cannot fpcak particularly to the Diftance of Time we arrived. I fuppofe it was either in 
September or Oftober 1759. 

I n Bengal ? 

A. In Bengal. 

Wlu-tlier you had any Opportunity of knowing the precife Relation in which Bulwant Sing 
then flood to Sujah ul Dowlali ? 

A. No, 1 had not. 

Whether you can take upon yourfcif to fay whether Bulwant Sing was at that Time an 
Aumil under Sujah ul Dowlah, or had any independent Rights of his own beyond the Office of 
Aumil ? 

A. 1 confiJcrcd him as a Man of very great Confequence. We had taken every Step the Year 
btibie to biing him over to our Intcrcll. 

O. {/iy /I LorJ.) We liavc taken your Anfwer to be, that you underftood him to be a Man 
of p^eat Confeijiicnce, and that the Englilh had taken every Means the Year before to bring him 
over to their Intcrcll ? 

A. Yts. 

The (ij^ieftion beyond that is, whether you know any Thing of the Manner and Conftitu- 
tion of his Office beyond what you obferved, namely, that he appeared to have great Conlc- 
qucnce belonging to him ; his particular Situation you had no Means of knowing ? 

A. Ills particular Situation 1 had no Means of knowing, but I underfland he paid Tribute to 
Sujah ul Dowlah ; but that he had by fomc Meafures rendered himfclf rather Independent. A 
particular Inllancc was, that he refufed to go to the Prefence of Sujah ul Dowlah, as I heard, when 
lie was particularly called for. 

Qi Do you know any Thing yourfcif of that Refufal to go to the Prefence of Sujah Dowlah ? 

A. He was afraid, I Ihould apprehend, for his own Safety. 

Q. Does it fall within your Knowledge that he refufed to go to the Prefence ? 

A. It was a general Report in our Camp, and of the People who brought us Intelligence from 
the Enemy. 

Q. Whether Bulwant Sing was not, at the Time you have been fpeaking of, ferving in the 
Army of Sujali ul Dowlah ? 

A. In Odober I believe he was •, but I faid before that we endeavoured to draw him over to 
our Intcrcll:. Our Army was forced to retreat, and, of Courfe, he would not afterwards join us. 

Q. Do you happen to know how long it was that Bulwant Sing was ferving in the Army of Sujah 
ul Dowlah ? 

A. I don’t recoiled the prccife Time when he joined Sujah ul Dowlah-, but fora long Time he 
kept aloof while Sujah ul Dowlah was making his Preparations to attack Bengal. 

Was you in the Army with the Englilh Forces at the Time that Bulwant Sing ferved in the 
Army of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. Yes, 1 was. 

At what Time was that ? 

A. When Sujah ul Dowlah came down to invade the Provinces of Bengal, he came down with 
him, as we heard. 

Do you mean that he was in the Service of Sujah ul Dowlah, or that he was in our Ser- 
vice at the Time that Sujah ul Dowlah was defeated ? 

A. At the Time Sujah ul Dowlah was defeated he was in Sujah ul Dowlah’s Service. 

At what Time was he defeated ? 

A. On the 23d of Odober 1764. 

Wlicn did he join our Arms ? 

A. At our Arriv.al at or near Benares. 

Q. At what Time before the 23d of Odober 1764 was it he was ferving in the Army of Sujah 
ul Dowlah? 

A. I don’t recoiled how many Months. He was there for fomc Time acrofs the River, and 
would not go to join Sujah ul Dowlah. 
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Q. At what Time was he in the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. He was in the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah on the of Oflober 1764 ; and I cannot ex- 
aflly fjy how long before, 

(T Can you go to any general Average of Time ? * :i 

a! Early in the Year 1764, or the latter End of 1763, when our Army lay at Buxar, we were 
in Treaty with Bulwant Sing to join us. 

<y Between that Time and the 23d of Odober, had you any Thing more to lay ? 

a! The Treaty broke off. 

Do you recoiled when that Treaty broke off? 

^ It broke off immediately upon our retiring : We were obliged to retreat from Buxar to 
Patna. 

Can you recoiled what Time of the Year tliat Rrtrcat was f 

A. I cannot exadly fay; it was early in the Year 1764, I think. 

At that Time you unt^erftand the Treaty broke off? 

A. We underftood he would not come to join us, becaufc he would not join an Army that 
was retreating. 

0^ (Ry a Lord.) Whether, when Bulwant Sing was ferving in the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah, he 
was employed to command any of the Troops of Suj.ih ul Dowlah, or to command his own Troops? 

A. We underftood in our Camp, that he railed a large Body of Troops, and had joined Su- 
jah ul Dowlah with near 10,000 Cavalry-, we fpeak in round Numbers ; we cannot exadly 
tell. 

0^ Whether thefe Cavalry under Bulwant Sing, that joined Sujah ul Dowlah, were Troops in 
his own Pajr, or whether they were in the Pay ot Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I believe they were in his own Pay. 

0^ Whether, when a Tributary joins the Army of his Prince at the Head of his own Troops> 
he docs not always command his own Troops, and thofe Troops only ? 

A. I believe in general that is the Cafe ; but Sujah ul Dowlah alfigncd, as we heard, a dif- 
ferent Command to Bulwant Sing — a feparate Command. 

Q. Whether you know of any pecuniary Afliftancc afforded by Bulwant Sing to Sujah ul 
Doi^ah at the Time of the Treaty of lllahabad in Auguft 1765 ? 

A. I left the Army in the Beginning of the Year 1765, and confequcntly could know nothing 
of what paffed afterwards. 

The Witnefs has fpoken of having been prefent when the Inhabitants of the Villages came 
out to meet Bulwant Sing I wifla the Witneis to he alked, Whether the fame Circumftanccs 
would not have taken place, if an Aumil or Colledor of the Province, and particularly an Au- 
ini!, or any other Perfon of great Authority, had come in the lame Manner. 

A. I thought their coming out proceeded from their Affedion to him } it had that Appearance 
to me at that Time. 


But what the Manner of the Country would have been to any other great Perfon, you do 
not undertake to know ? 

A. They generally come out to any great Man 5 but 1 thought their coming out and fpeak- 
ing to fiiin as they did, was from Affedion. 

Qi Befides the Ceremony to other great People, there was a Manner of Affedion in the Beha- 
viour of the People to him ? 

A. 1 thought fo at the Time. 

Whether Bulwant Sing did or did not command a Part of the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah at 
till- Battle of Buxar ? 

A. 1 believe he commanded his own Troops ; a Part of them had crofted over the River to 
invade the Provinces to the Eaftward of the Ganges, and Bulwant Sing was to have gone with a 
Detachment beyond the Ganges to invade thofe Provinces ■, but the Battle of Buxar put an End 
to that Scheme. 

Then, except the Troops which had crofted over the River, his Troops in general made a 
Part of the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah at the Battle of Buxar ? 

A. I believe fo,— What Part they made I cannot lay, but they made a Part of the Troops, 

Q: Do you know whether the Cavalry you mention to have been in the Service of Bulwant Sing 
at the Period you have been fpcaking of, and making Part of the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah, were 
ail raifed in the Province of Benares ? 

A. I really do not know where they were raifed. 

Qi Do 
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Do you confi Jcr yourfclf as having had an Opportunity of bring well acquainted with the 
l^Tovincc of Benares during the Tini^ou mentioned before, from your Ktfidcncc there, and 
your March? 

A. I ipokc a little^ the Language at the Time, and tl)c Hircarraha or Guides were under my 

DiKc'tion. 

Which Language did you Ipeak? 

A. Hindoflan. 

What were the Hircarrahs? 

A. (iuides. 

But who did they belong to? 

A. They belonged lo the Army, and were generally under my Direftion. 

(;v Wc K* they Hindoos, or of what Caft? 

A. 1 hey wcic of all Cads, 

I he Qnedion put to you was, Whether you confider yourfclf as well acquainted with the 
Province of Benaics, from the Circumftance of your Kcfidence and your March ? 

A. I have mentioned the Time I was there, and 'the Obfervations I made during that 
'1 ime. 

Q. Whether, from your Knowledge of the Cuftoms of India, a Vaflal is not always obliged in 
Time* of War to be attendant upon his Sovereign ? 

A. I Ihould fuppofc that he ought to attend him. 

Q What Part of India is it that your Knowledge leads you to fpcak of? 

A. Bi^ngal. 

Q. You fay you fuppofe a Tributary attends his fuperiour Lord *, why do you fuppofe fo? for 
what Realbn ?— Upon what Foundation do you go, in faying a Zemindar is obliged to be at- 
tendant upon his Sovereign ? 

A. I believe the Superior always gives him Orders to attend, and many do attend. 

Q, Have you any Knowledge upon the Subjeftat all but whatarifes from general Reputation? 

A. None. 

Whether you looked upon Bulwant Sing as a ValTal to Sujah ul Dowlah, and did he 
(land in that Relation to him at that Time ? 

A, I never conlidercd him as a Vaflal, 

In what Relation did you confider Bulwant Sing to (land to Sujah ul Dowlah? 

A. ile was originally, I believe, a Zemindar under Sujah ul Dowlah ^ but he had, by every 
Means almoft, endeavoured to render himfelf independent. 

But did he confider himlelf as independent? 

A. No*, blithe endeavoured to render himfelf independent. 

What do you mean by his holding of Sujah ul Dowlah under the Mogul? 

A, Me was tributary, and paid a Tribute to Sujah ul Dowlah, under whom he held; but 
what 1 ributc he paid, or on what Terms he iield the Zemindary, I am not acquainted 
with. 

CKT he Witnefs has faid, he thinks a Zemindar is bound to attend his Superior in Time of 
War ; docs he think the Confequcnce of a Zemindar rcfufing to attend him would be a For- 
feiture ot his Tenure ? 

A. I am unacquainted what would have been the Confequcnce. 

Do you know any thing of the Laws or Rules of that Country but from Convcrfatlon or 
Rumour ? 

A. No, I am not acquainted with that. 

What do you underftand to be the Situation of a Zemindar ? 

A. A Pofleifor of a Diftrift under a Sunnud. 

What Alteration was made in that Situation afterwards, when you fay the Rajah began to 
grow independent ? What were his Endeavours to make himfelf independent ? 

A. He raifed a large Body of Troops, and treated to join us while Sujah ul Dowlah was making 
Preparations to invade the Provinces, 1 confidcrcd that as a Mark Of his endeavouring to obtain 
Independence. 

Q. What do you underftand the Meaning of the Word Sunnud to be, as near as you can 
plain it, in faiglilh ? 

A. A Grant. 

And as applied to a Zemindary, a Grant of a Diftrift of Land ? 

A. Yes. 7 
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^ At what' Period was Bulwant Sing Invited or ordered Into the Prefence of Sujah ul Cow. 

I believe it rtiight have been early in the Year ly^^or the latter End of the Year 17614 
vhen Army retired from Boxar. 

, *'* ' » 

(y Whether he at that Period was in the Service of Sujah lil Dowlah ? 

A. He was Zemindar of the Dillridt of Benares. 

You have deferibed Bulwant Sing as having the Command of a Body of Troops attached 
to the Army of Sujah Dowlah : Was it at the Time when he was fo commanding, and attached 
to the Army of Sujah ul Dowlah, or before that Time, that he was ordered into the Prefence of 
Sujah ul Dowlah? 

A. It was before. 

Q. You faid he refufed to go ? 

A. There was a Story univcrfally believed, that Sujah ul Dowlah was obliged t0 fend his own 
Son to him before he would come into his Prefence. 

Q. The Whole of this you fpeak from the Relation that was current in the Camp at the 
Time? 

A. Yes, 

Do you know or believe that Sujah ul Dowlah had any Right to punifll Bulwant Sing for 
icfofing to come into his Prefence ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. You were foeaking of the Duty of a Vaffal to be attendant on his Superior— Whether 
you know any Inftance of fuch Vaflal fo bound commuting his Service for a Tribute or a Sum of 
Money ? 

A. I do not. 

The Witnefs was dircfled to withdraw. 


Then HENRY FOX CALCRAFT Efqulre was called in, and being fworn, was 
examined as follows : 

Q. Whether you ferved in the Army under the Command of Major Popham at Bidjeygur ? 

A. Yes. 

In what Rank did you ferve ? 

A. As Colonel Popham’s Aid dc Camp. 

Q. Was you prelent at the Surrender of the Fort ? 

A. Yes, I was prefent. , 

Whether the Treafure found in the Fort was divided amOngft the Detachment of the Army ? 

A. It was. 

Q. By what Authority was it fo divided ? 

A. Under the immediate Order of Colonel Pophami as I underHiood. 

What Opportunity had you of knowing by whofe Orders they were divided ? 

A. After the Capture of the Forr, the Officers were defircd to fend for their Shares. 

CV Who fent them that Order ? 

A. The Order was circulated in the ufual Military Form. 

Q. You were Aid dc Camp at that Time to Major Popham ? Did you circulate that Order ? 

A. I believe it was written by the Brigade Major j 1 do not know whether it went through me, 
but I fdw it. 

What is the ufual Military Form of circulating Orders ? 

A. The Order originates in the Brigade Major’s Office, it is copied from thence by the fcvcral 
Serjeants, and circulated through the Camp to tlie Gentlemen of the Detachment. 

Qi Whether you know under what Authority Colonel Popham ilTucd any Orders upon that 
Head ? 

A. On the Day of the Surrenderi Colonel Popham (hewed me a Letter from Mr. Hallings, which 
he deemed, an Order, or I believe he would not have permitted it to be done. 

Objefted by the Counfth that the Witnefs ought not to give Evidence of a Paper 
in the Poffeflion of Major Popham ; if the Paper cxifts, the Managers for the Com- . 
mens ought to have given Major Popham Notice to attend, and produce it. 

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, that the Queftion did not go to the 
Contents of the Paper. 
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0. The Qocftion isi whether the Divifion wai bf the Order of Major Pophain t 

aT The l^vifion was under the Ord« of Major Popham. 

The Counfel obje6tcd, that ttie Letter faid to have pafled between Mr. Haftingj and 
Mfijor Popham ought to be produced and {hewn to the Witnefs. 

Notice was taken by the Houle, that the Witnefs had ftated that the Govenior Ge- 
neral wrote a certain Letter to M^or Popham, and that an Order for the Divifion of 
the Prize Money was given by M^or Popham ; and the Managers for the Commons 
were alked, whether they could carry that Point further ? 

The Managers for the Commons anfwercd, “ They could not.” 

Whether you were fent by Colonel Popham with the News of the Surrender of the Fort of 
Bidjeygur to Mr, Haftings the Governor General ? 

A. Yes. 

Whether you acquainted Mr. Haftings with the Divifion of the Plunder ? 

A. I did. 

Did Mr. Haftings exprefs at that Time any DilTatisfaftion at that Divifion ? 

A. Very great Dilfatisfaaioil. 

Perhaps it may be better to afle, at what Time it was after tlic Plunder had been divided 

that the Witnefs acquainted Mr. Haftings with it ? ... \/r • 

A, I think I went the fame Day the Money was divided, and arrived the next Morning at 
Chunar. 

Q. How long was it between the Divifion of the Money and the Capture of the Fort f 

A. To the beft of my Remembrance the Money was divided the fucceeding Day after the Fort 
was taken. 

Q. Do you recolleft the Day of the Month upon which the Fort was taken ? 

A. I think it was cither the 9th or 10th of November. I don’t fpeak pofitivcly as to that. 

Q. Upon the Day after the Capture of the Fort, the Money was divided ; and upon that Day 
or the next you went and acquainted Mr. Haftings with it, and at which Information you fay he 
exprefled great Diflatisfadion ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What Converfation pafled between you and Mr. Haftings at the Time you acquainted him 

with this Tranfaiftion, and at which he exprefled his Diflatisfaftion ? r c j 

A. A little while after I was introduced to Mr. Haftings, I begged his Acceptance of a Sword, 
in the Name of the Gentlemen of the Detachment, as a Teftimony of their Refpeft and Eftecm 
for him. Mr. Haftings faid, “As fuch I accept it.” He then alked me whether it was true 
that the Money had been divided •, as a Rumour of that Sort had preceded my Arrival r I an- 
fwercd, It was true: At which Mr. Haftings expreffed the moft vehement Difapprobation. 
After fome Converfation refpefting it, which, from the Diftance of Time, I cannot detail fo circum- 
ftantially as I could wifli, I retired. About a Quarter of an Hour afterwards Mr. Haftings lent 
for me, and alked what could have impelled Major Popham, when he was at fo jbort a Diftance, 
to lulFcr this Divifion of the Money, at a Time when the Company flood fo much in Want of it. 
1 anfwcred, that I had fecn a Letter which, according to my Conception and Conftniction of it, 
did authorize the Participation of the Plunder, Mr. Haftings faid, that he had b«n f^ferred to 
in every confequential Operation of the War, and it was very odd that a Bufinefs of this Magni- 
tude (hould have been concluded without his Concurrence j and that the Letter I alluded to w^ no 
Authority : He then faid the Officers muft refund. I believe I (hould have ftated, that, wim the 
Sword, 1 gave a Letter from the Gentlemen of the Detachment, profeffing what I mentioned be- 
fore. He laid they muft refund. I faid 1 believed it would be impoflible, for the Money was 
already too generally diffufed. Mr, Haftings faid, if the Gentlemen would refund, he would u c 
his Influence with Mr. Wheler and Mr. M’Phcrfon to give their Sanflion for a Divifion after- 
wards i but the Company wanted it now, and they muft have it. — I mean to fay, that at this Dil- 
tance of Time it is impoflible I Ihould recollcft very circumftantially i it is near Eight or Nine 
Years ago. What I now fay are the Heads of the Converfation, as it recurs to my Memory. 

Q. Was that all the Converfation ? 

A. No, 

The Witnefs faid he was endeavouring to rccolleft further Heads, and then pro- 
ceeded as follows ; 

A. I then told Mr. Haftings, that one Motive for the Precipitancy was the RccolledliOT that 
the Rohilla Gratuity, or Prize Money, was not yet paid. 1 hat Money, Mr. Haftings faid, the 
‘I’roops had no Right to •, and finally fent me back with a Letter, the Contents of 
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auaintcd with; but it occafioned an Order from Major Popham to the Gentlemen to refund f 
thich, however, none of them did. 

n Whether any Prefent was feht from the DetachmelW any Perfon ; and what It was ? 

X I fhould have mentioned, there were a few Articles oT ornamental Plate which they defired 
Haftinss’s Acceptance of. I mentioned this Circumftance to Mr. Haftings ; but 1 do not 
ever faw them they were left there. I do not exadly recoiled what Mr. Haftings 
bu^think it was. He would fettle that. There is one Circumftance more I Ihould have 
which is. that Mr. Haftings, before I went away, faid, his Acceptance of thO 
Sd was’ conditional upon the Gentlemen refunding; and if they would not refund, then he 
n« accept it, or the other Prefents. When f went away with the Letter, tlie bword and 
The other Thin^ were left in the Cuftody of Mr. Markham ; what became of them afterwards I 

do not know. 

n You faid Mrs. Haftings never faw them. 

A. No. 

What Converfation had you with the Governor General upon the Subjed of the Letter 

““i^Mr.^Ha'lUngs" tod it was any Authority, and, as I recoiled, inadc fome Diftindion be- 
,w«n a private and a public Letter j he faid it was a private Letter ; and 1 faid it could not be a 
private Letter, bccaufc it contained public Matter. 

O What Converfation paffed upon that ? , „ o. ^ r •* 

£ The Converfation is not fufficiently imprefled upon my Mind to recoiled any more of it. 

O. (Crofs-examined) The Witnefs having faid. that the Acceptance of the Sword was condi- 
tiorS, I wilh to alk, did Mr. Haftings retain the Sword ? 

A. Certainly not. 

Do you know whether Mrs. Haftings ever was in Pofleflion of the Plate ? 

A. 1 am fure (he was not. 

Q Having ftated that you were prefent at the Surrender of the Fort of Bidjeygur^do you 

kn^ whether any Plunder was committed upon the Perfon of the Rannee herlclf 

A. None to my Knowledge. I do not fay that none was, but I do not know of any. 

Q Do you know at what Time of Night the Fort was evacuated ? 
aT It was at the Clofc of the Day ; I do not exadly recoiled. 

Q. What Hour ? . . . 

A. I cannot name the Hour ; fome Time in the Evemng. 

Q. Whether the Plunder that was committed upon the Perfons who attended the Rannce was 

committed by the Soldiers of the Army, or the Followers ^ . u u- 

A. Every Attempt was made to difeover who it was done by, but it never could M 
difeovered : I never heard any Perfon was punilhed for it ; though Major Popham did his utmoft 
to difeover it. 

Q, Whether any Officers were called upon to refund, or did afterwards refund the Money ? 

A. They were called upon, and did not refund. 

Q;. Whether at the Time the Rannce left the Fort every poffible Mark of Refpeft and Attention 

was not ftiewn to her ? - _ , „ . • , l l i n i— 

A. I do not recolleft any particular Circumftance of Refpeft or Attention; but they had Palan- 
quins and Cooleys, and every Thing of that Kind for their Accommodation. 

Q. fBy fl Lord) The Witnefs faid, the Rannee herfelf was not plundered ; I wilh him to bc 
aflcecT, whether any Efcort was given to the Ladies when they left the Fort ? t i.- i i 

A. I ihould fuppoie there was, but I do not know whether there was or not, but I think tlicrc 

muft have been. 

Q;, Whether before the Surrender of the Fort it was not generally underftood by the Officers 
of the Army that the Plunder of the Fort was to be divided amongft them ? 

A. I can only fay what 1 thought of it myfclf ; I thought if there was a larw Sum of Money 
Mr. Haftings would take it for the Company, if a fmall one it would be divided. 

Q. Do you know the Amount of the whole Sum that was divided amongft the Army ? 

A. The Rannee had Fifteen per Cent, upon it, and I believe Twenty-four or 1 wenty-five Lacks 
were divided. 

Q. You have faid, that if it were a great Sum of Money you thought the Company would 
have it, if a fmall one you thought it would be divided : Whether you do not conceive Twenty-four 
or Twenty-five Lacks of Rupees come within the Defeription of a large Sum of Money . 

A. Doubtlcfs it is a large Sum. 

Qi Do 
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Q. Do you know whether the Money was equally divided amongft the OlHcers and Soldiers, o? 
in wiat Shares ? 

A. It was fettled by a Committee o^fficers — a Seapoy got loo Rupees j it was thought to be 
a very fair and equal Divifion. 

Whether it was by Order of Major Popham that the Ladies left the Fort at fo late an 
I lour ; was it their own Aft, or the Order of your Commander ? Do you know any Thing of it ? 

A. I do not. 

Can you ftatc what was the Value of the Sword in Queftion ? 

A. 1 have no Idea of it ; it was fet with very bad Jewels 5 it was of no very great Value. 

Whether you had any Converfation with Major Popham upon the Remarks Mr. Haftings 
made on the Divifion of the Plunder ? 

A. I detailed the Converfation to Major Popham very circumftantially, but I do not rccolleft 
any particular Converfation between him and me upon it. I thought Mr. Haftines’s Kejeftion of 
the Kiglit did not agree with the Purport of that Letter, and Major Popham and I thought wc 
had a Right to keep it. 

Wlictlier the Receipt of that Letter was generally known in the Army ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

You faid it was your Opinion if the Sum found in the Fort was a fmall one, the Governof 
General would give it up to be divided •, if it was a large one, he would fecurc it for the Ad- 
vantage of the Company : At what Time did you form that Opinion ? 

A. 1 cannot lay when I formed the Opinion, but it was cxaftly what I would have done myfelf, 
and that is the Reafon why I entertained that Opinion. 

Q. Do you recolleft whether you formed that Opinion before or after your hearing of that 
Letter ? 

A. 1 confidered the Letter as a palpable AdmilTion of the Right. 

After you had feen the Letter, did you then retain that Opinion ? 

A. 1 think I have anfwered the C^eftion by faying, I confidered the Letter as an A’dmiflion 
of the Right. 

The Qiiefiion put to you is, after you had feen that Letter which you fuppofc to be an 
Admilfion of the Right, Did you continue to entertain an Opinion that a Difference would be 
made between a large and a fmall Sum ? 

A. Mofl certainly not. 

Wlicther Mr. Haftings faid any Thing to you about the Right that any other Officers or 
Soldiers bcfules thofc prefent at the taking of the Fort had to a Divifion of the Plunder ? 

A. YeS} I now recolleft that Mr. Haftings faid the Divifion was a Scramble rather than 
a Divifion, and if there was any Divifion Colonel Blair and Major White ought to have been 
included. 

Who were they ? What Part of the Army did they command ? 

A. Colonel Blair commanded at Chunar, and Major White (who commanded a Regiment at 
Chunar), had waved his Right to Major Popham. 

Q. 1 low far is Chunar from Bidjeygur ? 

A. 1 believe about 40 or 50 Miles. 

C>. (By the Managers) TheWitnefs faid firft, he did not know what the Value of the Sabre 
was, and afterwards that it was not confidcrable ; I wifh to know whether he has any Knowledge 
of the Value of the Jewels ? 

A. That Sabre was ornamented with a particular Sort of Jewels called Lafles, an inferior Sort of 
Diamonds. 

Do you know the Difference between Lafics and proper Diamonds ? 

A. A Laik is a very thin cutting of a Diamond, and thofc are of little or no Value. 

When you left Chunar, in whofc Poffcffion did you leave the Sabre and the Plate ? 

A. I was Hiked in whofe Poffcffion 1 left the Sword and other Things j the Anfwer is, I left 
them with Mr. Markham. 

Did you ever fee them afterwards, or hear any Thing of them ? 

A. No. 

Then how can you take upon yourfclf to fay pofitivcly that they never came into the Poffcf* 
fion of Mr. or Mrs. Haftings ? 

A. Becaufc they were carried out of the Room by me, and I gave them into' Mr. Mark- 
ham’s Hands ■, I fpeak only to my Belief of the Subjeft, that Mrs. Haftings never faw the Plate. 

Who was Mr. Markham ? » ' 

A. Rcfidcnt at Benares. 
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(V At that Time ? 

A. Yes. -V. 

Q. Did Major Popham cxprefs any Surprize at Mr. Haftings's Difapprobation of the Divifion 
of tlie Plunder ? 

A. 1 do not recolleft what pafled between Major Popham and me upon it. 

The Witnefi was directed to withdraw. 

Then JOHN BENN Efq; was called in, and being fworn, was examined as follows ; 

In what Situation was you at Benares ? 

A. In the Year 1782 and 1783, 1 was Afliftanc to the Rcfident at Benares. 

When was you appointed Affiftant to the Rcfident at Benares? 

A. In January 1781. 

Q, Did you go to refide t|icre then ? 

A. No; not till fomc Time after. 

Q. When did you go to refide at Benares ? 

A. In the Month of April 1782 : In March or April. 

I (liould wilh the Witnefs to be alkcd, Whether he had any Opportunity of examining into, 
or l^owin^ what Rent or Revenue the Country of Benares was able to pay ? 

A. I refided there for fome Time, and made fuch Enquiries as I thought would afeertain it. 

Q. Did thofc Enquiries, or did they not, furnilh you with an Opportunity of knowing that Faft ? 
A. Not as a Certainty, but as a Matter of Opinion. 

What was the Rcfult of your Opinion from the Enquiry you made ? 

A. I thought that the Country would not continue to yield Forty 1 .acks of Rupees. 

Q. Whether he has any Means of knowing what the Country did yield in the Time of Bulwant 

Sing? 

A. No certain Documents. 

Here the Queftion and Anfwer were, by Defirc of the Managers for the Commons, 
read over to the Witnefs by the Clerk. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Have you any other Means of knowing bcfidcs certain Documents ? 

A. I have enquired of fome of the Servants of the Rajah, employed in his Offices. 

Th.c Coiinfcl for the Defendant objedfed, That this was not Evidence to afeertain 
the piccifc Sum. 

1 he Managers for the Commons Rated, That there was an Account before the 
Iloule, by which it appeared there was an Allowance to Rajah Mehipnarrain of Six 
Lacks ol Rupees, and dcfircd the Witnefs might be alked, 

Whether that Allowance was annually received by Mehipnarrain ? 

A. I believe it was not. 

Do you know the Rcafon why it was not received ? 

A. I underftood the Rajah claimed it from the Naib, and it appeared the Country would not 

}icld ic. 

What Manner of Underftanding had you of it ? How did you underftand it ? 

I'roin the Naib himfclf^ he told me fo. 

Who was the Naib? 

A. Doorgbijey Sing, and jagger Deo Sing. 

TIk' Counfcl for the Defendant obje£lcd. What Jagger Deo Sing and the other 
Nail) laid was no Evidence. 

Lh Ho you know at what Time Doorgbijey Sing was put into Confinement ? 

A. The kilter End of Odlobcr or November 1782. 

How long did he continue in Confinement? 

A, I'ill April following, 1783. 

I would wifli to know whether he was ever again put Into Confinement after that Apiil? 
he clilchargcd in Apdl ? 

A. Ik was. 
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Q. Do you know of his being put Ja/^onBnement after that i 
A. He was. 

When was it ? 

A. About the March following, 1784> 

Do you know of the Fad of his being confined ? 

A. I do. 

How long did he continue in that Second Confinement i 
A. 1 believe till March 1785. 

Q. Was he then relcafcd from his Confinement ? 

A. He died, I believe, in Confinement, in that Month. 

Do you know any Thing of his Confinement *, where was be confined i 
A. He was confined at Benares. 

Q. Do you know of his having died in that Confinement i 
A. Yes. 

Whether ahy Complaints were ever made to you, in your Situation as Alfiftant Rcfident, that 
the Rajah did not receive the Stipend allotted to him of Six Lacks of Rupees P 
A. None — no Complaints. 

Q. Do you know of any fuch Complaints being made to any other Perfon, and to whom ? 

A. No. 

I Ihould wilh that he was defired to recoiled himfelf, and anfwer the Quefiion, Whether 
he docs not know that Rajah Mehipnarrain made Complaints, that his Allowance was not paid to 
him, to the Officers of the Britilh Government, and to whom ? 

A. I do not recoiled that he made any Complaints to any of the Officers of the Britilh Govern* 
ment at Benares. 

Do you know that the Naib Doorgbijey Sing complained he could not colled the Revenues 
of the Country, to any of the Officers of the Britilh Government ? 

A. I do not. 

The Counfcl objefted to this as no Evidence, unlefs the Complaints were afterwards 
reprefented to Mr. Haftings. 

Q. Do you know whether Doorgbijey Sing made any Complaint to any of the Officers of the 
Britilh Government that he could not colled the Revenue ? 

A. I do not recoiled he did. 

The Managers for the Commons faid, They were extremely forry to put the Queftion 
again to the Witnefs, to defire he would inform the Houfe, 

(^Whether Doorgbijey Sing complained to any Officers of the Britilh Government that he 
could not cotied the Revenue ? 

A. 1 do not recoiled he did. 

Did he ever complain to any of the Officers of the Britilh Government, and to whom, tliat 
he could not colled the Sum of Six Lacks, which was allowed to the Rajah P 
A. I never heard that Doorgbijey Sing did make that Complaint. 

^ Do you or do you not know whether the whole Sum of Six Lacks annually was paid to 
Rajah Mehipnarrain P 
A. I believe it was not. 

Do you know any Thing of it — was it a Part of your Bufincfs to know whether it was or 
was not paid P 
A. No, it was not. 

(Crofs txamined) Whether you had any Opportunity of feeing Doorgbjey Sing during the 
• Time he was in Confinement P 

A. I never did fee him during the Time he was in Confinement. 

Do you know where he was confined, and how he was treated P 
A. He was confined in a Houfe at Benares belonging to the Rajah, fituated in a Garden, which, 
I believe, might be about Six Acres of Ground } the Houfe was in the Centre, and furrounded by a 
high Wall. He had Permiffion to walk about that Garden, and the Guard placed to fecure him 
was on the Outlidc of the Wall of the Garden. 

It having been fuggelled, thts Confinement was theCaitfe of the Death of Doorgbijey Sing, 
I would wilh the Witnels to fay what he knows was the Caufe of Doorbedjy Sing’s Death P 
A. I believe Difcafc was the Caufe of his Death. 

Do 
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n Do you know any Thing of hU Death, or what occafioned it? 

A. He had been long ill, and died of that Illnefs. 

(V Whether the Subjeft of the Demand, relative to the Arrears of Rent, was not fubmitted to 
Arburation, on the Part of the Company, to Ally Ibrahim Cawn, and whether Doorgbijey Sing did 
not fubmit to that Arbitration ? 

A. It was fubmitted to Arbitration. 

(V By whofe Confent ? 

A. By mutual Confent. 

0^ Of whom ? 

A. Of Doorgbijey Sing and Jagger Deo Sing» 

To whom ? 

A. Ally Ibrahim Cawn. 

Whether Ally Ibrahim Cawn awarded any Thing, and what to be due to the Company ? 

A. I do not know the exaft Sum, but think he awarded to the Company about 1,50,000 Rupees. 

Was the Award made in Writing ? 

A. It was. 

What was the Charafter of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, and inwhatEfteem washe with the Natives ? 

A. In very high Eftimation. 

Whether it was ufual to have a Mahometan in the Situation of Chief or Supreme Magiftrate 
before this Time ? 

A. In 1781 he was Chief Judge of Criminal and Civil Matters; I believe before the Country 
was ceded to the Eaft India Company, and while it was under the Vizier, Juftice was adminiftcred 
by a Mahometan. When it was given up to the Britifh Government, it was adminiftered by a 
Hindoo, put in by the Rajah ? 

Whether, in all the Time you was at Benares, you ever heard a fingle Complaint made 
againft Ally Ibrahim Cawn ? 

A. I never heard One. 

Qi In what Situation, in point of Cultivation and Population, was Benares when you faw it laR, 
and what Part of the Dillrift of Benares have you fecn ? 

A. I have feen nearly the whole Diftrift. 

When did you fee it laft ? 

A. I left Benares in the Year i786> I believe in February in that Year. 

What was the Condition of Benares when you faw it laft, in point of Cultivation and Population ? 

A. It was both well cultivated and peopled, the Parts 1 faw. 

Did you fee Benares in 1783, and in what Condition of Population or Cultivation was it then ? 

A. In 1783 I travelKd from Benares to Buxar, on One Side of the River, and we travelled 
the fame Diftance upon the other Side of the River. I alfo travelled through the Diftrift of 
Benares to Chaundpore, which was rather a circuitous Way over that Diftrift, and I found it 
both populous and well cultivated. 

Qi Do you know any Thing of it in the Years 1784 and 1785 ? 

A. I refided in the Province of Benares in the Years 1784 and 1785; and the Defeription that 
I have given appears to be as applicable to thofc Years as the others. 

Then the Managers for the Commons deftred Permilfion to put a few Queftions to 
tlie Witnefs which they had omitted j and firft, 

Qj^ Under whofe Diredion the Mint at Benares was, during the Time of his Rcfidence ifiere ? 

A. Under the Diredion of the Refident. 

Q. How were the Profits arifing from the Mint applied j do you know ? 

A. As a Pcrquifuc of the Refident’s Office. 

Qi Do you know whether there was any Monopoly of Salt Petre in the Province of Benares 
while you were there ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant fubmitted, That before this Queftion was anfwered.the 
Managers for the Commons fliould point out whether it had any Reference to the Charge. 

The Managers for the Commons were alked. To what Point of the Charge the 
Queftion applied ? 

They made Anfwcr, That it was Hated in the Charge, that Mr. Haftings arbi- 
trarily depofed Rajah Cheyt Sing, and gave the Government to Rajah Mehipnarrain. 
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It was further flated, That the Mmt belonged to him, and that the Q^eftion was 
pnt with a View to fhew how Haltings fettled the Government after he placed 
Mchipnarrain there. 

Tlic C'ounfel for the Defendant replied, That the Charge ftates the Inftances in 
w]\ich lie did tyrannically fettle the Government *: That he did of his own mere Au- 
thority laifc the Tribute to 400,000!. and that he wantonly and illegally impofed 
certain oppivllivc Duties upon Goods and Merchandize, to the great Injury of Trade 
and Ruin of the Province ; and did further difpofe of as his own the Property 
wilhiir the faid I'lovinces, by granting the fame, or Parts thereof, in Penfions to fuch 
Pe.fons as he thought fit: And therefore fubmitted that the Managers for the Com- 
mons ought to biing the f^ieftion within thefe Specifications. 

The Manngcis for the Commons maintained, That to prove the Defendant guilty 
of great Mildcineaiiours in having depoled Cheyt Sing and fetting up Rajah Mehip- 
nauain, it was ncsellary to (hew how and upon what Terms he had fo done; and 
thcrcfoiv, aniongll: oilier Things, they fhould fliew that he gave the Monopoly of 
Trade to Peribns helonging to liirnfelf. 

1 he Managers foi the Commons were alhed, Whether they prefled that particular 
C^uftion ? To which they anfwered, That they did not mean to give up their Right 
U) put the i but fhould not at that late Hour trouble the Houfe to go to the 

Chambi.r of l^arliament. 

'I'hc Managers for the Commons then propofed to put this Queftion to the Wit- 
nefs, viz. Whether he was examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant Rated, that this was a new Queftion, and that the 
Managers for the Commons had no Right to put it, unlefs it arofe out of Matter in 
the Crofs-examination. 

The Counfel being alkcd, If they had any Obje^lion to the Queftion now propofed 
being put ? Made anfwer. That they had not, except that it was a new Examination. 

Then the Queftion was put. 

li.wc you ever been examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons i 

A. I have. 

Q^ Whether you did not before that Committee anfwer the following Qiicdion in the follow- 
ing Manner : “ Who was to pay Mchipnarrain the Allowances ftipulatcd for him by the Governor 
General ^ Anfwer. Doorgbijey Sing,” 

The Counfel were afkcd, If they objcifted to that Queftion being put ? 

The Counfel anl’wcred. That they muft obje6t to that Queftion, it being perfedtly 
new in Judicature for a Party to undertake to impeach his own Witnefs ; and weie 
heard in Support of the faid Objeflion. 

The Managers for the Commons were heard in Anfwer to thd fame, and, in the Courfe 
of their Argument, acquainted the Houfe, that the Queftion and Anl'wer which they 
had propofed the Witnefs to fpeak to, were only introduftory to a further Queftion 
put to the Witnefs, and his Anfwer thereto, before the Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, which they meant to inlift upon, and ftated the fame as follows : 

“ Q^ Did Ik not .illedge he never received what was allowej him ? 

A. He lays he had not received tlic Sum that was to be allowed him. He did not receive his 
Money Allowance, becaufe the Receipts of the Country could not afford it, they being eftimated 
at a Stand.ird of 49 Lacks, whereas they cannot produce above 44 or 45 Lacks, nor that, unlcls 
good Caic is taken of the Country. The State of the Country dejwnds on its being well nuricd. 
'I'he Country has been made by Care, and without that Care would foon fall ofi. It never 
yielded in Bulwant Sing or Cheit Sing’s Time above 45 Lacks.” 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


• Sec the printed Articles, Page 7 . Paragraph 3 . 
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T H E Lords being in their Elaces, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor liiid : 
f the Houfe of Commons, I am commanded by the Lords to acquaint 
is not competent to the Managers for the Commons to put the Queftioti 
by them to the Witnels, namely, “ Whether he had not, before a Com- 
Houfe of Commons, anfwered the following Queftion in the following 

Manner ; 

Who was to pay Mehipnarrain the Allowances ftipulated for him by the Cover-, 

nor Genera! ? 

A. Doorgbijey Sing.” 

The Managers for the Commons requefted leave to withdraw for a while. 

The Managers for the Commons being returned, faid, it was with the greatefl 
Concern they informed the Houfe, that it was impoflible for them to acquiefce in the 
Decifion of the Houfe : That they felt it fo important not only to the prefent Quef- 
tion, but to the Whole of the Trial, and to the Proceedings upon Impeachment in 
general, that they Ihould hold themfelves bound to go back to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who fent them thither, to take Inftrudtions from them how to proceed, if they 
did not feel it neceflary to proceed with Vigour and Difpatch, which might make 
them for the prefent waive their Opinion upon the Subject, but under a Proteft the 
moft ftrong, that they had a Right to put the Queftion propofed, and that if they 
Ihould think a fimilar Queftion neceflary to be put in the Courfe of the future Pro- 
ceedings, they would propofc it for the more deliberate Judgment of the Houfe. 

The Managers for the Commons were informed they might proceed with their 
Evidence. 

Then John Benn Efquire was again called in, and the following Queftion put to 
liim on the 29th of February laft, and his Anfwer thereto, were read to him : 

Have you ever been examined before a Committee ot the Houfe of Commons? 

A. 1 have. 

Then the Witnefs was afleed, 

Q. What was the Purport of the Evidence he gave before that Committee ? 

A. The firft Part of the Evidence was relative to my Situation at Benares. 

The Witnefs afked, if it was meant that he Ihould go tlirough the Whole, as far 
as he could recoiled ? 

The Managers for the Commons faid, It was : Whereupon the Witnefs pro- 
ceeded as follows. 

A. I was examined alfo relative to the Irnprifonmcnt of Doorgbijey Sing ; to the Appoint- 
ment of Jagger Deo Sing; to the dirpoffclTing him, and the appointing a I'hird Naibj relative 
to the Rajah of Benares*, to his receiving or not receiving the Sum ot Six Lacks ot Rupees, as 
fee down in the general Account of the Country in Mr. Haftings’s Narrative •, refpefting what I 
fuppofc to be the Value of the annual Revenue of that C ountry. 1 do not recollect any other 
material Queftion rclpcfting Benares that was afked me, except as to my Knowledge of the Rajah 
having not received the Six Lacks of Rupees. I was alfo queftioned relative to the Produce of 
Saltpetre in that Diftrift ; and alfo to the Produce of the Opium in that Diftrift. Thole were the 
only material Queftions afked me. There were many others which tormed Part of thofc general 
1 leads *, but I ipeak rather from an imperfeil Kecolledlion, as I never law the Evidence after I 
gave it upon thofc Subjects 1 It is now fomc Time lincc} and if there be any other that I have 
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not mentioned, I lliould hope it might be mentioned from th« Managers, if it is of any Confc. 
quence, that I may anfwcr it. 

The Managers for the Coti^|)})^ns ftated, that the "Witnefs had given an Account of 
the Subjefts upon which he was examined before the Committee ; and that the Mana- 
gers did not want to know what Queftions were afked him, but what Aufwers he 
gave with refpeft to the particular Articles mentioned. 

A. I find myfelf at a Lofs — My Examinations were long; it is a confukrablc Time fmee- 
and 1 may, perhaps, omit Part that I mentioned there— There arc Circumftanccs of Uecol! 
leftion-, and one Circumftancc recalls to Mind another: Perhaps I may here omit to ftatc Ibmc 
Circumllances that were there put to me, which I do not recoiled now. 

Do you recoiled what Account you gave of the fcvcral Articles you have mentioned ? 

A. Of thole I have mentioned 1 think I do. 

Upon what Head in particular? 

A. May I be allowed to look at the Evidence which I gave before the Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons to refrclh my Memory upon the Circumftanccs that were then alked ? 

Q. (By a Lord.) I wilh to afk, Whether the Evidence given by you before the Committee of 
the Houle of Commons was fubfcquently read over to you after it was taken down ? 

A. In different Parts the Anfwer that I made was read immediately : A frefh Queftion was then 
put to me ; the Queftion was read as taken down by the Clerk of the Committee, and the Anfwcr 
that I gave was read to me as taken down by him, as far as I can recoiled. 

Whether, if it was taken incorredly, the Evidence was correfted as taken down ? 

A. I do not recoiled any Inftances of Incorrednefs ; But 1 made my Replies and entered into 
Converfations upon the particular Parts where there appeared to be any Doubt, as explanatory of 
what I had faid, or to alk the Meaning of fuch Qiieftions as were put to me which might admit of 
Two Meanings. At my Firft Examination upon the Bufinefs or Benares, I feemed, before the 
Committee, to be rather at a Lofs at firft to anfwer immediately to their Qiieftions : One of the 
Managers, I thought, feemed to imagine I was rather thinking how to evade the Queftions, than 
how to anfwer them — I fpeak of the Idea I myfelf had. I was at a former Examination upon a dif- 
ferent Charge ; and upon receiving a Second Summons to attend the Committee, I imagined that I 
Ihould have been examined upon that fame Charge: When I appeared before the Committee, I 
found it was to a different Charge, and that it was an Examination of Rccolledion to Circumftantes 
that had paffed Six, Seven, or perhaps Eight Years before : I did not find myfelf immediately 
competent to anfwer the Queftions immediately put to me, without confidering becaufe I had not 
prepared my Mind, or refrefhed my Rccolieftion, before I went there, upon th.it particular Charge, 
iuppofing that I Ihould not then be examined upon it. I mentioned this Circurnftancc at tli.it 
Time to the Honourable Managers, ftating the Difficulty that 1 felt. The Reply was. That the 
Committee was not a captious Committee, that I might look over my Evidence, and if there was 
any Thing in it that, upon Rccolleftion, I did not appear to have anfwcrcd to my own Satisfaftion, 
I might correft it. There was, as I underftood afterwards (I did not know the Refolution at the 
Time) a Refolution not to permit a Witnefs to examine bis Evidence after the Firft Day •, I do not 
mean to fay that this was not ftated to me. It was a Refolution of the Committee of which I was 
uninformed ; and as a Refolution of the Committee, I could not examine my Evidence after- 
wards upon the Bufinefs of Benares. I do not rccollcft any other Circumftance. I believe, it I 
have Periniffion to look at the Examination, it would be of Service certainly to me in anfwering 
the Queftions that arc put to me. 

Qi Whether you rccolleft what you faid refpefting the Payment of the Allowances to Me- 
hipnarrain ? 

A. I faid, That the Rajah did not receive the Six Lacks of Rupees which were fet down in the 
general Accounts of the Country as a Sum of Money that would leave a fuppofed Surplus that 
would remain in his Treafury after the Company had received their I ributc, and after the necel- 
fary Expenccsof the Collcclion were defrayed } and that is the Meaning of what I faid. As to the 
very Words, I cannot recoiled them.— •! was afked by the Committee how I knew that the Rajah 
did not receive that Sum? My Anfwer was, 1 think, That the Rajah told me fo himfclfi that 
I knew it both from the Naib and from the Rajah.— I think I was alked, if the Rajah ever com- 
plained of not receiving it ? 1 believe I anfwercd upon one Meaning of the Word “ complained,” 
that he did complain ; ftating, that the Rajah’s Communication with me was not an official one: 
To me he could not officially complain. If he had meant to have made any official Compla'"^ 
he would have made it to the Refidcnt, the Duties of whofc Office it was to hear the Raj.ih’s 
Complaints, and to communicate them to the Government if they required Redrels. — The Queftion 
alked at your Lordlliips Bar, I believe, was, if the Rajah ever complained to the Officers ot 
Government ? To that Queftion, at the Bar of your Lordlhlps, I anfwcrcd. No : Becaufc the Ra- 
jah ftating to me that he did not receive that Sum, I did not conceive it to be of the Nature <>f * 
Complaint to an Officer of Government, bccaufe as fuch the Rajah could not complain to 
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1 had no official Power to hear his Complaint, or to rcdrcfs his Complaint, or to communicate 
his Complaint. 

(T In what Charaftcr was you at Benares ? 

A. As Affiftant to the Refidcnt at Benares. 

(T Was it of Courfc, or did the Refident, or his Afllfiant Rcfulent, tr.mfmit any Petitions, 
Remonftrances, or Complaints •, or was there Communication of any Sort through them, or cither 
of them, from any of the Inhabitants of that Country to the Governor ? 

A. It was the Bufincfs of the Refidcnt to tranlmit all the Papers intended for the Government 
to the Government. 

Q. What was the Bufincfs of the Afliftant Refidcnt ? 

A, The Afliftant Refidcnt was immediately under the Refidcnt, to follow his Inftruflions; he 
had no Power independent of the Refidcnt, and the Refidcnt was the Channel of Communication 
with the Government. 

(T Do you mean the Afliftant Refidcnt never did communicate aftually with the Government ? 

A. Only in the Abfence of the Refident, or in Cafes of his Indifpofition, when he could not 
communicate the Papers •, in fuch Cafes the Afliftant Refidcnt was Locum tenens. 

Q. But when the Refidcnt was aftually there, did the Afliftant Refident communicate with the 
Rcfment himfelf ? — Was it the Bufinefs of the Afliftant Refident to communicate with the Re- 
fidcnt when they were both upon the Spot ? 

A. I did in general. 

Did you communicate that Reprefentation, whether Complaint or other, that was made by 

A^Trcally cannot fay whether t did or not ; It w.is a Circumftance fo well known that it did not 
require any Communication •, the Refident knew it as pcrfcdly well as I myfclf. 

Q. By whom was you appointed to the Office of Afliftant Refident ? 

AT By the Government of Bengal } by Mr. Haftings, the Governor General, and Mr. Whcler. 

To fix it more particularly. At what Time was the Appointment i 

^ I believe about the Middle of January 178 «. 

The Witnefs in his Crofs Examination, u^n being afkcd. Whether he had any Op- 
portunity of feeing Doorgbijey Sing during the l ime he was in Confinement, anfwercd, that 
he never did fee him at the Time of his Confinement. He was then alkcd, Where he was con- 
fined, and how he was treated : His Anfwcr was, he was confined in a Houfc fuuated in a Gar- 
den, at Benares, where the Houfe was in the Centre, and furrounded by a high Wall; that he 
had Permiflion to walk about that Garden ; and that the Guard placed to fccure him was on the 
Outfidc of the Wall of the Garden ; I wi(h to know, whether he meant to allude to the Firft or 
Second Confinement -, or if there was any Difference in the Place or Manner of his Confinement 
at different Periods ? 

A. I believe there was at firft a Guard placed for his Security on the Outfidc of the Garden Wall, 
and it was afterwards placed in the Infidc ; there was alfo, 1 think, a Guard placed at the Door ot 
the Houfe in the Infide of the Garden. 

Qj^ Was it upon the Firft or Second Time of his Confinement that the Guard w.is placed within 
and at the Door of the Houfe ? 

A. I believe, the Second Time. I believe at one Time, for a few Days, he was deprived of 
his Hooka, or the Privilege of Smoking; that was the only Circumftance ot Severity as I re- 
coiled that was fhewn to him. 

You faid “ he was confined in a Houfe at Benares belonging to the Rajah, fituated in a Gar- 
den, which I believe might be about Six Acres of Ground, the Houfe was in the Centre, and fur- 
rounded by a high Wall ; he had Permiffion to walk about that Garden, and the Guard placed to 
fccure him was on the Outfide of the Wall of the Garden” ; and I want to know, whether the 
Anfwcr you fo gave was meant to defcribe the Firft Period of his Confinement, and not tlic 
Second ? 

A. To the beft of my Recolledion, the Firft : It was. an immaterial Circumftance, as I thought 
it then ; but I believe it was the Firft Time. 

Was there any other Difference in the Second Time of Confinement, except thofc you have 
mentioned ? 

A. None. 

Q. Your Anfwer then went to defcribe the milder Confinement ? 

A. I do not recoiled that ; I think before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons I mentioned 
all the Circumftances that 1 have now mentioned. 


In 
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In the Anfwer you gave to this Houfe, did you mean to fpeak of the FIrft Confincmenti 

ami not of the Second ? 

A. Ot the I'irlt only, with that Variation of the Guard being placed within Side of the Garden 
indead of the outer Wall, and that of dj|(|^uard being placed at the Door oftheHoufcj but he 
was not deprived of the Ule of the Garcicn, and the Privilege of walking in it. 

Q,'I he Queftion now put to you is, What you meant, as far as you can recolleft, by the ge.' 
neral Anfwer you gave, when laft before the Houfc, “ that he was confined, and Guards placed 
without the Wall” j did you mean to confine yourfelf to the firft Confinement, or to give that 
A'dAcr throughout to both Times of his Confinement ? 

i\. 1 did not make that Diferimination in my own Mind. The placing the Guards within Side 
the Wall, and at the Door of the Houfe, or upon the Outfide, was a Ctrcumfiance that did not 
particularly ftrike me •, and unlefs my Memory had been rcfrcihed by the Queftion afkcd by the 
f lonourable Manager, I believe I fhould not have rccollcftcd it now. 

If you thought the Circumftance immaterial, whether the Guard was placed upon the Out- 
fide or the Infidc of the Wall, how came you to mention that Circumftance at all ? 

A. I really cannot fay why I mentioned the one in Preference to the other. 1 know of nothing 
further, i here was no particular Hardlhip, as I thought, in the Guard being upon the Inlide or 
on the Outfide. 1 did not mean to conceal any Circumftance i 1 meant to mention all 1 knew. 

By whofe Order was Doorbidjey Sing put into Confinement the Firft Time ? 

A. By Order of the Governor. 

Was the Governor there ? 

A. No — Me was at Calcutta. 

Then it was an Order tranfmitted from the Government of Calcutta to the Refident of 

Benares ? 

A. Yes. 

By what Authority was the Second Confinement ? 

A. I am not clear in my Recolleftion, whether the Second Confinement was from the Govern- 
ment at large, or from the Governor General in cohfequencc of Powers given to the Governor 
General from the Government at large : 1 don’t immediately recoliedl iti but I am fure it was one 
of them. 

Qi Were his Papers feized ? ' 

A. They were. 

By whofe Orders ? 

A. I believe it formed a Part of the Regulation, When Doorbijey Sing was feized and dif- 
mified from his Office, it formed a Parc of the Regulation to feize his Papers, as the Documents 
of his Office. * 

Q. What do you mean by the Regulation ? 

A. I mean the Mode that the Refident at Benares thought the moft efficacious to proceed in 
to fccure the Company’s Revenue. I do not recollcft whether he had any pofitive Inftru^liont 
from the Government for this or not particularly ; whether the Inftruftions were particular or ge- 
neral : But 1 Ihould imagine it may eafily be known by Reference to the Proceedings, which arc in 
England. 

You don’t know whether it was by particular Direflions, or whether it was the Manner in 
which the Refident executed a general Order ? 

A. I don’t immediately recollcft •, but 1 think it was by Direftions from the Government: My 
Kecollciftion is not clear about that. 

The Proceedings, you fay, arc here in England ? 

A. The Proceedings are here in England, I believe : They will fhew the Manner of the Refi* 
dent’s Proceedings -, and it will appear from them, whether it was his own Regulations upon gene- 
ral Inftiuilions, or upon particular Inftruflions. 

Q. Was the vifiblc Property of Doorbijey Sing, or any Part of it, fequeftered ? 

A. It was intended, I believe, to fequefter any Property of his that might be found i but upon 
Examination none could be found, except fume very trifling Things of no Confcqucncc. 

Q. Was his Jaghire fequeftered? 

A. It was. 

Q. When his Papers were feized, was an Account made out againft him from thofc Papers, by 
whi» it appeared that he had received more than he accounted for ? 

A. 1 believe thofe Papers Were examined by the Riyah’i Agents but I am not very clear in my 
Rccoliedion of thofe Papers. 

$ Qt D* 



( ) 

Q. Do fM iuMW aif Tliin| of the Faft of feieing thofe Papen ? 

aT Yes i the Treafuiy was leized, and the Accountt 

Was the • PoWic Office? 

A. Yes, tte‘ Public Office of the IScmindary, the Place of general Receipts and Dif* 
burfemeots. 

Are the Papers you are l^kiiig of the Papers diat were leized in that TreaTury ? 

A. Yes, the Account of Colledions and Expences of the Zemindary. 

Q. Do yottor do you not tecolleft whedter any Account was a£lually made out, or could be made 
ouM<^ Psp^ l>y which U appeared he had received more than he had accounted for ? 

A. I recoUeft it appeal^ from examining tho(e Papers, and the Receipts that were produced 
by fome Farneri in toe Country, that he had not entem all the Money he had reccired. 1 rccoi* 
led the Circuntftaaoe of a Fanner producing an Acquittance that he had paid all liis Rents lor 
that Years but I believe it did not appear, from thofe Accounts, that Doorbijey Sing had given 
him Credit for all (hat it aj^peared by tlw Receipt of Acquittal that he had paid. I do not recoi- 
led V 1 nevo' faw any Account made out i but I generally underftood that he had colleded a good 
deal more than he h^ paid upon the Part of Government. 

Q. My Queftion was not about what he underftood in general to be the Fad, but whether he 
knew from thofe Papers that any Evidence of that Fad was colleded ? 

The Cleric was direfted to read the laft Anfwer given by the Witnefs. 

The fame was accordingly read. 

When the Witnefs fays it did not appear from thefe Paper? that there was entered an Ac- 
count according to the Receipts, does he fpeak to Matter of Belief from his own Kecolledion 
of the Fad, or what he has heard from other Perfons ? or did he I'ee it and conclude it himfelf 
from thofe Papers that were feized in the Treafury ? 

A. The Inftance that 1 recoiled of a Farmer’s producing an Acquittal, was of a Farmer whofe 
Name was Kullbelly Beg. 

Do you know from your Obfervation of the Books, that the Sum mentioned in that Ac- 
quittal was not brought to Account i or did you take that from the Report of others ? 

A. I took it from the Report of a Peiibn who did examine it. 

Did you yourlcif examine thofe Papers ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. At any Time ? 

A. No. 

If you did not at any Time examine thofe Papers, by what Means do you know thofe Papers 
did not correfpond with the former Receipts ? 

A. 1 believe I have anfwered to that — ^that I was told fo by a Perfon that did examine them, 
who told me of this particular Circumftance refpeding Kullbelly Beg. 

Q. Was not a Letter or Petldon tranfmitted to you, or to your Office, by Mr. Haftings, he 
then being at Benares, making a Complaint of feveral Grievances upon the Part of the Rajah 
Mehipnarain and bis Family ? 

The Houfe inauired of the Managers for the Commons, Whether they meant tranf- 
mitted to the Recent, or to the Witnefs peribnally ? 

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, that they meant, to his Office j and 
added, it might be ncceffaiy to inform the Houfe, that Mr. Benn was Alliftant 
Refident to Two different Reudents, viz. Mr, Markham and Mr. Fowke. 

Then the following Letter, dated 14th March 1784, was produced by the Managers 
for the Commons, and fhewed to the Witnefs. 

“ To Francis Fowke Efq. 

” I herewith fend you a Petition which I have received from Rajah Mehipnarain, with a Paper 
containing an Eiplanadon of it. I requeft that you will inform roc if the Fads arc juftly ftated, 
or in what Particulars they differ from his Reprefentation of them. I alfo underftand that the 
R^ah’s Name U totally difuied in all Sunnudi, Aumtlnamas, and other Officers Deeds and Papers 
of the Naib’s Office, and the Naib’s ufed in bis ftead. Be {Sealed to inform me, fmee what Time 
this Pradice has prevailed, and whether by any Authority exprcfsly given to the Naib. On the 

4 N preceding 
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5 receding Points if you can furniih me with any Lights which may entire me to form a ftaaet 
udgrnent of them, I rcqueft to be infofncd thereof. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Benares, 14th March 1784. (Signed) W. HaiUngs.” 

“ Petition of Rajah Mchipnarain. 

“ When lifting me from the Duft of Obfeurity, your Excellency exalted me to the Raajc of 
Benares, agreeable to the Ufage of my Grandfather, Rajah Bulwand Sing, you confirmed to me 
the Jaghire and Altumgah Mahls, HalfBuddock, and the Pergunnahs of Maauge and Mungrone- 
alfo Six Lacs and Thirty thoufand Rupees odd, for my own Expences and Subundy. ’ 

“ Baboo Durhbidjey Sing, my Naib, from his own Neglefts, failing in the Revenues of the 
Sirkar, the Jaghire, &c. above mentioned, were fequcftcred till the Payment of the Balances, and 
a Perwannah fent me to make them good. Out of regard to the Orders of the Prefence, and hoping 
the Rcleafeof the Mahals, 1 paid the Demands of the Sirkar through Gopaul Dofs ; notwithftanding 
which, my Jaghire is dill in Sequertration, and from the Day of my Exaltation to the Raja, I 
have not received a fingle Daam of the cfiablilhed Allowance for Support and Sebundy. 

“ Baboo Jaggudis Sing, contrary to good Policy and the Welfare of the People, makes Exaftions 
from the whole Country, and does not pay even the fixed Revenue. There is neither Ad- 
vantage to the Sirkar, nor Eafe to the People. 

“ Prom my good Fortune, your Excellency has advanced to this Country. If a furc Settle- 
ment is not now made to my Advantage, I fhali defpair of its being done ever. From your com- 
paflionating Benevolence, I hope, that my Jaghire and Altumgah will be releafed to me, and 
Orders be given to the Chief of Benares to pay regularly to me the allotted Sum of Six Lacs and 
Thirty odd ihoufand Rupees for my own Expences and the Sebundy. 

“ Rajah Mchipnarain reprefems, that, fince his Exaltation to the Raje, he has not enjoyed the 
fmallcft Part of that Confequence or Refpedt due to his Rank. Even the Town of Ramnagore 
allotted for his Refidcnce, has been put under a Cutwal from another Authority. 

“ Half the Pergunnah of Buddock, producing a Revenue of One hundred .and fifty-eight thou- 
fand three hundred and forty-one Rupees, was allotted him in Jaghire j the remaining Part he held 
from the Sirkar, at the Jemma of Seventy thoufand five hundred Rupees. 

“ Mungrore, producing a Revenue of Fifty thoufand Rupees, was granted in Altumagh to the 
Rannee Golaab Koor. 

“ Maitch, producing a Revenue of Sixty thoufand Rupees, was granted in Jaghire to the 
Rajah’s Father and Naib Baboo Durbedjey Sing. 

“ Baboo Durbedjey Sing, failing in his Payments to the Sirkar, the Whole of the abovementioned 
Grants were fcqueftered, and an Order fent from the Council to the Rajah to make good the Ba- 
lances; but Mr. Markham, on the Rajah’s Reprefentation of his Cafe, releafed Half the Pergunnah of 
Buddock, and promifed, when the Balances of the Sirkar (hould be paid, to releafe the others. 
The Rajah, feeing that his Father made no Efforts to pay the Demands of the Sirkar, fatisfied them 
himfelf by the Aflillance of the Banker Gopaul Dofs. Mr. Markham affured him that his Pro. 
mife (hould be kept, but he was recalled, and the Altumgah and Jaghire of Mungrore have 
not yet been reftored. The Half of the Pergunnah of Buddock the Rajah at prefent poffeffes in 
Jaghire, and he now holds the Remainder of the Sirkar, with the Addition of Seventeen thoufand 
Rupees to the former Jemma as before mentioned. He hopes that this Addition will be cxcufed, 
and a Leafc granted him at a fixed Jemma for the future ; that the Altumgah of Mungrore will be 
releafed to the Rannee, and Maitch, the Jaghire of his Father, be allowed remain under him, 
till fuch Times as the Sums advanced on his Account for the Payments of the Sirkar (hall be made 
good. 

“ Of the Six Lacs five hundred Rupees, allowed for the Muddud Kcrtch, the Rajah has not 
received One Daam fince his being placed on the Raaje. He hopes that an Allowance will be 
made him on this Account from the Date of the Removal of his Father from the Ncabut, and that 
he (hall receive the Whole in future. 

“ The Rajah is in all Things obedient to the Sirkar, but he humbly hopes that the ufual Ruf- 
faam and Adaab of the Dignity of Rajah, may be allowed him, viz. that the Naib may receive 
a Khelaat from him, and the Aumils, on their Appointment, be ordered to pay him the cul- 
tomary Compliment of taking leave, and receiving from him the Beetle, 

A. I recollcft feeing the Letter at Benares ; but I do not know what was done in Confequence 
of it. 

Do you rccollcft having received it from Mr. Haffings ? 

A. I apprehend it would be fent to the Rcfidcnt from Mr. Haftings ; but I only rccollcft feeing 
it in the Ofilce, and reading it there : It was not fent to me, but it was fent to the Refident. 

Qj^ Whether you was not fent upon any, and what Commiffion, in confequence of Complaints 
made to Mr. Haftings of OpprcHlon upon the Country of Benares by the Garrifon fiationed in the 
Country, or near it ? 


A. When 
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A. When Mr. Hillings was at Lucknow, I think he wrote a Letter to the Rtfident at Benares,' 
ftaODg fome Complaints which had come to his Knowlfc^ of the Mode in which One of the 
Garrilons was fupplied with Provifions and Grain •, I was lent by the Kcfident to cnc^uire into tliis. 
From my own Inquiry it appeared to me that the Perfons employed had not been quite lb attentive 
as they ought to have been in taking the Grain ; that it had been cullomary to lend a Pei Ion who 
was employed generally to provide Provifions for the Garrifon, and his Condnrt appeared to me 
exceptionable. The Perfon who was fent was a Native i a Perfon whole Bufinds it was to fui nifh 
the Baiars or Markets. I think, when I was at Gauzepore, I made an Application to the Officer 
to know what Quantity of Grain he would require for his Detachment, and I think I formed a 
Regulation with the principal Farmers there, that they Ihould deliver this Grain in the Propoition, 
and at the Times the Commanding Officer faid he would want it i that they would be under no 
Ncceffity of fending any Perfon or Perfons into the Country to take the Grain themfelves, but thet 
it would be brought to them, and they would receive it, paying the Market-irrice lor it. 

Whether any Perfon was punilhed for abufive Praflices which you difeovered ? 

A. Some of the Zemindars complained to me, — (it is a great Diftance of l ime, and I mud rather 
recollcft myfelf) •, — they complained that the Market-price was not paid for the Grain. At that 
Time the Grain was very high priced, and the Petlbn who tuinidied Grain for the Maikcts wanted 
to have it at the Price of a former Time, when it was not fo high *, he wanted to have it at an 
under Rate. 

Q^ Do you mean to fay they only wanted it, or that they a^lually took it ? 

A. In One or Two Places, I do not rccollcdl the Number quite, they produced an Account 
which the Inhabitants faid was the Sum they had received for a certain Quantity of Grain ; 
upon comparing this Sum with what the Price of Grain at that Time was, it certainly was lefs than 
they ought to have paid •, it was more than in a plentiful Seafon would have been paid for it •, but 
it was lefs than the Price at the Time. 

Q. Part of the Complaint was, that they were obliged to accept of that inferior Price ? 

A. Yes. 

Whether any inveftigation was made of that Complaint ? 

A. I was fent to inveftigatc it. I found it in Part true, as I have dated to your Lordfliips. I 
believe there is a Letter of mine addrefled from Gauzepore, a particular Part of the Dillrid of 
Benares where the Inquiry was made, to my immediate Superior, the Relident at Benares. In that 
Letter I think I dated the whole Circumllanccs, and the Manner in which I had engaged with the 
different Farmers that Grain (hould be furnilhed to the Garrifon. If I could lee that Letter, 1 Ihould 
be then better able to anfwcr the Quedions that were put to me upon it, as that was written at 
the Time. 

The Quedion put upon it was, "Whether any further Proceedings were had againd t!ic 
Party complained of? 

The Clerk was direfted to read the Queftion put to the Witnefs, and his 
Anfwer. 

The fame were read by the Clerk, as follows ; 

Do you mean to fay they only wanted, or that they aflually took it ? 

A. In One or Two Places, I don’t recolleft the Number quite, they produced an Account 
which the Inhabitants faid was the Sum they had received for a certain Quantity of Grain ; ujion 
comparing this Sum with what the Price of Grain at that Time was, it certainly was lefs than they 
o.ught to have paid ; it was more than in a plentiful Seafon would have been paid for it ; but 
it was lefs than the Price at the Time. 

Q;^ I defire to know of the Witnefs didinflly, whether the Grain was taken by Force or 
Menaces at that arbitrary Price, or not ? 

A. Thofc that produced the Account that I have mentioned, faid the Grain was taken at the 
Price that they gave me. 

Q. The Quedion, as put to you before, was, Whether the Grain was taken againd their Will at 
that Price ? 

A. They complained of it } when I went afterwards to examine into the Truth of it, tliey com- 
plained, and told me that it was. 

Qi By what Menaces or by what Force did they date tlie Grain was taken from them ? 

A. I do not clearly recollefl. 

Qi ‘Whether you are of Opinion, from your Knowledge of the Country, and from the bed 
Information you have received, that it is capable of producing and yielding to Government 
^400,000 a Ifcar, without Detriment to the Country ? 

A. I thought ,^400,000 a Year to Government was certainly a large Revenue ; I believe I have 
laid fo in my former Examination, and anfwercd that Quedion j I am not quire clear, but I 
wmk fo. 
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Whether that Sam of ^^400,000 could be annuaOynifed aponilMtCouiKiylbr 
vcrnment, without Detriment to the C^^xy ? , ' 

A. Not if any confiderable Sum is allowra to the Rajah for hb Supportt 

Q. The prefent Queftion that is put to you b, not what could be hqrand thoX#oai,Qoo 
for the SubnUcnce ot the Rajah} but whether the ^£400,000 could be yield^ without JpHtrioNSt to 

the Country ? 

A. The Country, I think, would always, yield Forty-five Lacks of Rupen^ brfidci the 
Rajah’s Jaghire. 

What is the Amount of the Rajah’s Jaghire ? 

A. One Lack 58,000 Rupees, with Six Lacks for his Allowance. 

Wtiether you can recollcA what your Obfervation was upon that Suited XO the Com- 
mittcc of Managers ? .» 

A. I think my Obfervation mud have been, that it would not continue to yield b, becaufe 1 
thought the Revenue was too great for Government to take, unlefs more Money was expetided in 
the Country, which was altering the Situation of it. 

According to your bed Information, what was the annual Calh Balaoce of Trade io Favour 
of the Country of Benares when you knew it ? 

A. That IS rather a difficult Quedion to anfwer refpeding a Country, pardcuiariy upon 
Oath. 

I willi the Witnefs to underdand when he b afked to Matter of Jnforiaa&oi^ ibrXQ 
I'uch he has anfwered from Opinion colleded, hb Anfwer is to be underftood undoubtedly sw 
proper md reafonable Limitations, whether upon Oath or not : What does he, upoo bis Qath> isy, 
to the Bert of his Judgment, he rccollefts that Balance to have been ? 

ji, ! certainly inquired at Benares, and 1 thought there was a Balance in Favopro/Benare^ from 
Seven to 1. ^/Iit or Nine Lacks of Rupees a Year. 

How many did you date it to be to the Committee f 

A. I do not recollcdt. 

Here the Managers for the Commons Ihewcd the Witnefi a Paper.— Then the 
Witnefs faid : 

A. Before the Honourable Committee, I faid, I thought it was Six Lacks of Rupees. J have 
now faid. Perhaps Seven of Eight. It is a Faft that cannot be anfwered with a Degree of Cer- 
tainty i it might vary. 

But you are fure it did not much exceed that lad Sum ? 

A. I fpcak from my own Opinion of Courfe. 

Q. What is your Idea of the Means and Manner of managit^ that Country ? Whether the 
Country, in an ordinary Way, is fufficient to take Care of itfelf, or whether it does not require 
fome particular Indulgence to manage it? 

A. I certainly think it requires Attention. 

Q. By Attention, you mean it would fuffer very much by extradfir^ a very large Revenue from 
it ? Is it your Opinion the Country would fuffer much by extradting a large Revenue from k? 

A. I tlfmk it would. It is not a Country that has in itfelf a Number of natural Advantages } 
there arc no great Exports. When I faw it I thought it a very flouiiftiing Country i and I con- 
cluded, as it had not the Advantage of many Exports, as a Country k had been mu(m attended to*, 
and of courfe 1 concluded, the fame Attention being continued to k, k would continue to be the 
fame Country as it was. 

Whether Opium is not an Article of Export from that Country ? 

A. It is from the Provinces. 

Is there a Free Trade in that Article ? 

A. When I was at Benares it was pretty much in the Hands of the Rcfident, and I believe it 
was confidered as an Advantage that he enjoyed there. 

Cf Was it not monopolifed by the Rcfident ? 

A. I believe nearly die whole Trade of Exportation was in the Refident’s Hands. 

Q. Do you mean it was in the Refident’s Hands in the Courfe of Trade, or by a public Infiicu- 
tion put into his Hands as a Monopoly ? 

A. Not by any public Inftitution 5 it was done before I was at Benares, I believe in the Tune of 
the Firft Rcfident. 

What was the Sort of Monopoly— Did he compel the Producers of Opiun .to leU *11 to 

him ? 

A. No} I believe not ; I never knew of any CircumRance of Compulfion } I never heard'ofanft 

5 What 
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O Wlttt do you mean by Monopoly ? 

A The ingroffing any particular Article i having the fol^^ing or difpofing of any particular 
Article* 

O Was that the Situation in which the Refident was in that Place ? could any Body elfe buy, 
( llor export Opium, or deal in it by an open Courle of Trade, except the Refident f 
There was no Prohibition, bpt it was chiefly in the Hands of the Refident. 


O If there was no Prohibition, the Confcquence would be, all Manner of Merchants would 
deal in it, would not they ? 

A. So I fuppofc. 

What Means had the Refident to get that Privilege into his Hands, which other Merchants 

A^Tt was done long before I went to Benares.— When I was there it was in a regular Channel : 
Whether it was forcca into that Channel or not I cannot fay. 


Q. Do you know the Manner in which the Refident did exercife that Trade ? 
^ His Agent bought the Opium, and he contrafted for it at a certain Price. 


a Contrafled, with whom ? 
A. With a Native of India. 


Q. That is, contraftetl to buy it at a certain Price ? 

^ Yes, from a Native of India. This Native, I believe, had nearly the foie Produce of the 
Diftrift of Benares. 

0^ Who was that Native? What was his Name? 

A. Sunker Pundit. 


Suppofc he had fold any Part of his Opium to any other Perfon befides the Refident, wa# 
he at Liberty to do fo ? 

A. No, 1 believe not j by his Engagement he was not at Liberty. 

Might he have contradlcd with any other Perfon, if he plcafcd, before he entered into that 
Agreement ? 

A. I think not. 


Q. (from a Lord.) The Evidence has told your Lordfhips, that the Export for Opium was 
chicly in the Hands of the Refident •, I wifh to afli him, if he knows of any Inftance of any being 
exported that was not in the Hands of the Refident f 
A. No : I do not. 

Then what do you mean by the Word “ chiefly ? *’ 

A. I did not know but others might. I did not pofitively know that they did or did not. 

Did you, or did you not, know, that it was an underftood Monopoly ? 

A. It was an underfiood Monopoly. 

Whether the Trade of Saltpetre is not an Article of Exportation from that Province ? 

A. It is. 


Qi Was that Trade open ? 

A. There is fomething rather particular in the Article of Saltpetre, which perhaps will not 
quite clearly appear by a direft Anfwer. If your Lordfhips will give me leave, I will explain how 
it is. The Article of Saltpetre in India, I believe, is always confidered fomething in the fame Manner 
as a Royalty is in England •, it is feparate from the Soil : One Man cultivates the Soil, and another 
Man has the Produce of the Saltpetre they are feparate Property : They arc generally in the 
Hands of the Rajah of a great Zemindary, in the fame Manner as a Royalty may be in the Hands 
of a Lord in England : This, I believe, the Rajah of Benares gave to the Refident : It is in Value 
about 7,000 Rupees a Year, or £yoo : He had the Produce of the Saltpetre in that way : There 
is more produced than is confumed in Benares, of courfc it is exported. 

Qi Was it a Monopoly or an open Trade ? 

A. The whole Produce, in the Manner in which I have Rated it, was in the Hands of the Re* 
fidcnt. It was given by the Rajah to the Refident. 

Qi When? 

A* I believe at the fame Time that the Opium was, but I do not clearly recollcdli it was befort 
1 was there. 

Q; What Time was you there firR ? 

A. In 1782. 

Qi Was it generally known that the Refident had thefe Profits ? 

A. I do not know that it was. 

4O 


Were 
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Were any great Pains taken to cortceal it ? 

fi. No, no Pains were taken to a»ltceal itj it was a Matter of Indifference to the Rcfident t 
imagine, whether it was known or^t. * 

Whether it is not generally known to Perfons concerned in the Trade at Calcutta, that it 
was monopolized for the ^nedt of the Hefident ? 

A. I believe it was underflood amongfl the Dealers in Opium that there was a Quantity of 
Opium fent from Benares, and that it was for the ^nefit of tne Rcfident. 

Was it generally known the Opium produced in the Province of Benares was to he exported 
through the Channel of the Rcfident, or monopolized by the Refident ? 

A. By the Dealers in that Article I believe it was 5 but 1 believe it was not generally known. 

Did they know the Sale of Opium at Benares was upon account of the Refident ? 

A. It was in general fent to the Agent at Calcutta, and fold there, — What I meant by « gene. 
‘‘ rally known” was, that thofc who dealt in that Article would of courfc know it ; but I believe 
it was not generally known by the Servants of the Eaft India Company, by the Governor, or others 
in India, not to my Knowledge } 1 believe it was not. 

Have you mentioned the Extent of the Value of the Opium Contraft, or do you know how 
much it produced annually to him ? 

A, I believe from 40,000 to 50,000 Rupees a Year. 

Q. How many Chefls of Opium were annually exported ? 

, A. Upon an Average about 450, I believe : I rccollccf feeing One Account of 425, another 
of 475, the Produce of Two different Years — I think, to the beft of my Rccolledfion, nearly 
that. 

I 

(from a Lord.) He has faid this Grant was made to the Rcfident by the Rajah j does he know 
whether any Conlideration was paid by the Refident for fuch Grant ? 

' A. I do not know. 

Q^ Whether you under flood, or believe, there was any fuch Confideration ? 

A. No 1 I do not believe there was any Confideration paid for it. 

Whether this was a particular Grant to this particular Refident ; or whether it had always 
been attached to the Office of Rcfident ? 

A. I believe it had always been attached to the Of^cc-, I was under Two Refidents there, and 
both had it : 1 underflood the former Refident had it by virtue of his Office. 


The Houfe inquired of the Counfel if they had any Queftion to afk the Witnefs upon 
this Examination ? 


(ly Counfel .) — I wifh the Witnefs tp be afked, Whether, when he fays it had always been 
undcrflooil as attached to the Office of Refident, he means from the Firft Inilitution of the 
Office of Refident at Benares ? 

A. I mean after the regular Appointment of a Refident. Mr. Fowke, I believe, was the Firft 
Perfon that was fent to Benares, out not as Belident. 1 mean after his Firft Recall. 


Q. What are the particular Sources of Opulence of Benares ? 

A. One of the great Sources of its Opulence is its Situation in point of Religion, the Num- 
ber of Pilgrims that vifit it from different Parts of India as a Place of particular San£lity ; great 
Crouds generally come there every Year, and they make rather a Point of expending at the diffe- 
rent Temples great Sums of Money j that is one Source : It alfo Ibarcs pretty much in the Trade 
of Diamonds paffing through Benares to Calcutta : It exports fome Cloth and Opium, and 
Saltpetre. 


Q. Whether the CIrcumflances you have enumerated, of the Change of the Place of the Guard, 
and me Prohibition of the Ufc of the Hooka for Two or Three Days, were the only Reftraints 
of Doorbijey Sing, which you recolledl, during his Confinement ? 

A. They were the only Reftraints I rccolleil, and I believe they were the only Reftraints he ever 
was put under. 

Whether the Guard placed at the Door pf the Hpufe in any Manner prevented Doorbijtjf 
Sing from the free Ufe of the Garden whenever he had Occafion to ufc it ? 

A. No. I have given that in Evidence before. , 


Whether the Paper that has been inquired about refpcdling the Accounts of Doorbijey Sing’* 
Office was not laid before Ally Ibraim Cawn, the Arbitrator appointed between him and the 
Company ? 

A. I believe the Accounts were laid before him to enable him to determine Part of his Arbi- 
tration, a Circumllancc I did not recoiled at the Time j bftt they were necelTary for his Examina* 
tion to fee what Sums of Money were paid. 
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. Q. The Witnefs has already told us that Ally Ibrahim Cawn made an Award in Favour of the 
Company of One Lack 50,000 Rupees, upon his forirSi^xamin ition ? 

A. I do not mean to be quite particular as to the Amotint of Rupees, the exad Sum I do not 
recoiled. I gave what I thought the Amount from Recbllcftion. 

(V Do you know whether that Sum was ever received in full by the Company ? 

A. That Sum never was received in full by them, unlcfe it has been received fince I left 
Benares. 

Q. I am alking as to the Amount of the Money received upon that Arbitration ? Do you know 
wh^er the Sum of One Lack 50,000 Rupees which was awarded, was received by the Company 
at any Time before the Death of Doorbidgjcy Sing, or not f 

A. No. Before the Death of Doorbidgjey Sing the Money certainly was not paid •, I cannot 
anfwer fince. I have been in England fomc l ime. It may have been paid fince I left Benares, 
but it was not paid before. 

Do you know whether 400,000 Rupees, or Forty Lacks a Year, as fettled by Mr. Haftings, 
have been conftantly received or required by the fucceeding Government of that Country ? 

A. Till I left India it was. — Sir John Maepherfon at that Time was Governor, and the fame 
Regulation refpeding Benares continued after Mr. Haftings left it. 

Qj^ You do not know whether it was in Faft received ? 

A. No, I do not : The Revenue was liquidated for One Year, and for Part of another; I 
cannot tell how much, as I left Benares before the Conclufion of ilic Year, and whether the Whole 
was received for that Year I cannot tell. 

Q. Was the Whole received for a Year before you left Calcutta ? 

A. In the Year of Jagger Deo Sing if was received: There was a difputed Account, I believe, 
of a Sum claimed by him, and I cannot tell whether it was allowed or not. 

(from a Lord- ) Whether the Property of Doorbidgjey Sing was fcqueftered wlien he was 
imprifoned ? 

A. An Attempt was made to fcqueftcr any Property that might be found ; but I believe his 
Property in Money he had removed. 

Q, Do you know whether there was any Grant in Writing from the Rajah to the Rcfident, of 
Sairpetre? 

A. No, there was not. 1 believe there was not ; I never heard there was. 

Q. Whether there was, or was not, any great or extraordinary Failures in the Crops of the Coun- 
try at the Time Doorbidgjey Sing was Naib ? 

A. Not at the Time Doorbidgjey Sing was Najb. — I do not recollcft it. 

Was there any at any (hort Period before f 

A. Not before Doorbidgjey Sing. 

The Witnefs has faid in his former Examination, that the Arrears •of Rent due from Door- 
bidgjey Sing to the Company, was, by mutual Confent, fubmitted to Arbitration, to Ally Ibrahim 
Cawn •, I wifii him to explain, whether he meant by the Word “ due,” due to the Company, as 
having been adlually received by him ? 

A. If you will give me leave, I will ftatc the Nature of his Office; he was the Naib and a 
Manager for his Principal, the Rajah ; he was fuppoled to be the Receiver and Manager for 
him ; The Engagement tor the Eait India Company was with the Rajah for an annual I'ribute, 
upon which he took the Country ; and whether he received more or lels, his Engagement remained 
as an annual Stipend. It was fur a Deficiency in the Sum that he had engaged to pay that he was 
put into Confinement. 

(from a Lord.) The Witnefs has faid, that during Part of the Time Mr. Fowke was at 
Benares he was not there in Quality of Rcfident ; I would wilh to know in what Quality he under- 
ftood Mr. Fowke to be then f 

A. The Firft Time Mr. Fowke was fent to inveft Rajah Cheit Sing with the Rajahfiiip, and to 
feat him in his Zemindary, it was confidered, I believe, as a temporary kind of Miflion ; after- 
wards a fixed Refidcnt was appointed. One of the Civil Servants of the Eaft India Company was 
appointed to rcfidc there : That was the Diftinftion. 

(from a Lenl.J The Witnefs has mentioned fome Reftridion laid upon Doorbidgjey Sing at the 
Time he was confined ; amongft others, a Prohibition from Smoking a few Days: Was there any 
Rcafon affigned for any fuch Reftriffion, or for fuch Prohibition i 

A. I believe the Rcafon was, that if fomc little Inftance of Severity was Ihcwn towards him, it 
Vas thought if he had the Money he would pay it; but it had not the ElfeA, and there was no 
other Species of Reftriftion put upon him. 

(froth 0 Lord.) I think the Witnefs faid the Jaghire of Doorgbijey Sing was feizcd upon ; I 
wilh to know by whom that Jaghire was originally granted to Doorgbijey Sing i 


A, The 
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A Xk, T,»Kire ^ranted to Doorebiicy Sk»g makes a Part of the general Regulations made by Mr. 

O What was the Amount of that Jaghirc ? , t' i-rt. iv>r 

^ Sixty thoufand Rupees a Year-Six thoufand Pounds Englilh Money. 

O The Witnefs faid that the Property, as far as it could be come at, of Doorgbijey Sing was feiwd 
up 2 r.. l wi(h therefore to know how Doorgbijey S.ng was mamtamed. and how he was attended 

'"a" HeTaraueJdcd by his own Servants, and maintained by his own Property, I imagine; for 
theVe was TAllowance made to him. and it was our Opinion that he was very equal to mam- 

taining himfelf. 

O What miRht the Number of thofe Servants be, does the Evidence recoiled f 
A No I (lo^noti he parted with no Servants, none of his domcftic Servants, in his Confine 
mem -. and thofe in incl/are generally a great Number. I do not recoiled exadly. nor do I know 
of any he had in general ; all of any Confequence were with him. 

O The Witnefs has faid in another Part, fpeaking of Complaints relative to the Grain, that 
he was fent to enquire into them: What Enquiries did he make,*and how were thofe Enquiries 

fiihflantiatcd ^ Whether there was any Examination made by him as to the Complaints ? 

A Twas lent there to make thofe Enquiries 1 went to the very Place where thele C.rcumftance, 
were laid to have happened ; I found them in the Manner in yhich I have defcribcd them in my 

Evidence. 

Q The Qtieftion propofed is, whether thofe Complaints made by the Perfons aggrieved were 

ful^anciatcdbv any other Perfons than thofe who complained ? , , „ j • 

‘ A YeT it fcemed to be the general Opinion there; 1 enquired of many, and they all agreed m 

the fame Story. 

O AsfimilarQueftions have been alked before, whether the Evidence, from his Refidence 
up^tk Spot, d^s not think the Trade of Benares might be improved, and new Channels of 

^ A.* I don’t know that it is more likely in Benares than any other Country. 
q! Are there any particular Modes which your Refidence in the Country has furnilhed you with 

“"A^OnTwSl w impr^e^L Cultivation of Sugar: At prefent, Calcutta and a great Part of 
India is fupplied from China j and the Cultivation of Sugar might be fo far improved, as to render 
that Trade from China unneceflary. 

Q. Whether you know of any Circumftance of Cruelty attending the Confinement of Doorg- 
big^ Sing, befides thofe which arc already mentioned ? 

A. None. 

O In what Year did you go to.Benarcs firft ? .... • i .k. 

A. In April 1782: March or April, I am not certain which; I am not quite clear in the 

Month. 

Q. Did you then find the Country in a flourilhing Situation ? 

A. Very much fo. 

o When did vou leave Benares, and in what Situation was it then ? 

a: Urf. " .nd « «>» ■!«». i" Api>..™«. in a. Ilonrilhmg a SnuaMn a. whan I 

went there in 1782. 

Q. (frm a Lord.) Is there any Salary belonging to the Appointment of Afliftant Refident at 
Benares ? 

A. Yes, there is. f ■ 

Q, The Witnefs has faid he was apppinted in January 1781, and went to ^ 

Vhe pi-on. 1 

Whnkras hi. Sacrcu.,, " i^^ 

S Mr". Hatol* Viura! I L«d my SJar* « ReManc at Banart. from the Trm. 

of nw Appointment. I had no other Salary# • l- 

Q. Was there any Body appointed to do your Doty during your Abfence. or wa. it done in t 

° a“ My‘Du?y'“rin J the Time «.> done by Mr. Markham the Refrdent ■. them was no other 
Petfen appointed. ^ 
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(> Wbetlvr ^ Afrtft ii hot i Circuroftancc in that Country coofidcwd at » Difgraa upon the 
^ A. it U fo in moft Countries. 


Q. Is it not more foin that Country by People of that Religion particularly ; and more fo than 
it uwW be in thb Country ? 

A. It doea not mix wuh their Reli^ at all t but it iaconfidered by higher Claflcs as a Dif< 


Q. la thia tUgah or Ifaib lQO|ted upon aa a Perfon of a higher Ctals ? 

iC Yea, 

(V I lay a toeft upon the Woida ** pankular Di%race P’ 

^ It » di%raerfuh but not particuMriy fo } it ia a Circumftance of Difgrace^ but not a very 
particular Di^raec. 

Q. The Witneia vaa alkfd whether he had tranfmitted an Account of the Complaints to Mr. 
Hii^ga u Affiant Refident, or whether an Account had been fent to Mr, Haftinga of the 
Complaint* of the Tribute not being paid by Mchipnarain ? He anfwered, there were fome Com- 
plaints i but he did not rocolie^ whether he hinifeU had made any. I want to know from the Evi- 
dence, whether he knows, or that fuch a Communication was tranfmitted to Mr. Haftings 
officially, or any how elfc ? 

A. I do not know it was. Mr. Haftings was at Benares afterwards, and the Rajah perhaps 
might Rate it hin^relf. I dO not know that he did or did not. I did not communicate it to the 
Governor, nor dd f know that the Refident did. 

Qj^Have you Reafon to believe, from any fubfequent Circumftance, that Mr. Haftings was in- 
formed of it ? 

A. I think, when Mr. Haftings was at Benares, that the R^ah might inform him •, but I can- 
not tell whether he did or not.- 


Did you know from Mr. Haftings, or by any other Means, whether Mr. Haftings was in- 
formed of it or not ? 

A. I did not. When Mr. Haftings was at Benares, I recoiled the Rajah’s fending to him a Paper 
containing fonne Requefts : One of thofe Requefts was, that he Ihoula receive the Surplus of the 
Colledion, whatever that might be, not mentioning any fpeciBc Sum, or ftating that he had not 
received it before. This paper was entered in the itefidcnt’s Office, and there I faw it. The 
Anfwer to it was, “ Certainly it is the Raiab’s Right but no exprefs Sum was mentioned, only, 
generally, that the whole Surplus (hould m his. 

You fay you do not know any particular Sum in which the Naib was deficient *, I wiffi to 
know your Idea as to what it might amount to. — ^What U your general Idea of what might be the 
Amount i 

A, The whole Sum that be was deficient in, Doorbidgty Sing I mean, was, 1 think, a Lacks 
90,000 Rupees : There wu a difputed Account : He clauned certain Sums which the Government 
did notthiok were reafonable or juft to allow. An Arbitration was fubmicted to Ally Ibrahim Cawn ; 
and what he did not difpute was One Lack 50,000 Rupees, or near it. There was an additional 
Sum he did difpute, in his own Account and this additional Sum, 1 believe, made the Aggregate 
about 2 Lacks 90,000 Rupees. 

I underftand the Witnefs has faid, that Mehipnarrain did not receive his ftipulated Al- 
lowance i and that he has been alked in another Place, whether that was owing to the diftrefled 
State of the Country— •! wi(h to know whether he did not anfwer, that Mehipn^rrun did not re- 
ceive the Money that wu allowed hire, becaufo the Receipt of the Country would not allow it, 
being eftimated at 45 Lacks, whereu the Country would not produce above 45 Lacks, unlefs 
good Care is taken of the Country : That the State of the Country depends upon being well 
nurfed and made by Care : I wi(h to know of the Evidence whether he did not give that Anlwer ? 

A. Before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons f 

Qi Yes. 

A. I believe I did : I think I recolleA I did. 


Then the Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


Then the Managers for the Conunems acquainted the Houfe, that before they pro- 
ceeded to call another Witnefs, they fltould prpduce fpme written Evidence, from the 
Records of the Eaft India Company i and 6rft, a Letter from Shitabroy to Mr. 
Haftings, for the Purpofe of (hewing the whole Contents of that Letter, a Part 
onlyof yvluch was inferted ip the Pefence; hut they conceived it mateiial for the 

Whde to bftirodqc^. 

' 4P " Them 
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Then Mr. Robert Hudfon was again called in, and produced Book 70, intituled^ 
" Bengal Country Corrcfpondci^ Received from 7 Dec. 1763 to 29 Jan. 1765." 

Read, the following Extract; 

“ N* 284, 

“ Tranflation of a Paper delivered by Raja Shitabroy the i6th Nov. 1764. 

* sieinOrig. “ Raja Bulwand Sino * as written to me as follows: ‘ If it is the Intention of the EngliQ, 
‘ Gentlemen to take PofTefTion of Shuja-ul-Doula’s Dominions, I will agree to hold Benaris and 
‘ Gazypoor, &c‘. which have long been under my Jurifdiftion, the Revenues of which amounted to 
‘ about 24 Lacks of Rupees a Year, and 1 paid 1,70,000 Rupees Monthly, on the fame Terms 
* from the Company as I did from ShuJa-ul-Doula.’ He likewilc defires, that in cafe the Engliih 
Army Ihould march forwards to conquer the Country, the Didridts of Auzimgurra and Coondir, 
&c. whicli are near to Benaris, and lie very convenient for him, may be added to his Jurifdidlion, 
f Sic in Orig. As thc Kaja is a Man who adhere f to his Engagements, and pays his Rents regularly, if it is your 
Plcafure to take the Country, let the Management of the aforefaid Territories be committed to his 
Charge; and in cafe of an Accommodation with Shuja-ulDowla, yet let a favourable Anfwcr be 
written to thc Raja to fci his Mind at Eafe ; he is a Perfon of high Rank, and thc Zemindar of a 
frontier Country.” 4 

Tlie Managers for the Commons' acquainted the Houfe, they (hould next produce a 
Letter to il ewthat Fifty-one Days Grace was allowed to the Rajah Cheyt Sing for 
every Montiily Payment, and alfo to (hew the Manner in which the Tribute was fettled 
in 1776. 

The Witnefs produced Book 40, intituled, “ Bengal Letters, received from the 20th 
of March 1776 to 6th January 1777.” 

Read, the following Extraft. 


Bengal 

Letter, 

SecirtUcpait* 

ment. 


“ General Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Direftors ; dated Fort William, 

20th March 1776. 

Par. 37. “ Raja Cheit Sing has now agreed to pay the Amount of his Tribute, being Sicca 
Rupees 22,66,180, into the Treafury at Calcutta, by equal Monthly Kifts or Inftalmcnts, and is 
to receive 2 per Cent. Premium on the Amount, for the Charge of Remittance. We have allowed 
Fifty-one Days Grace for every Monthly Payment to be made after the Period on which it aftually 
becomes due, in order to enable him to procure Bills, or to remit Affets, to anfwcr thc Payment 
within that Term. And to fecure his being exaft in the punftual Difcharge of his Monthly Kills, 
we have agreed to impofc a Penalty, in cale of Failure, of J per Cent, per Diem on the Amount 
of all deficient Payments .after the Expiration of thc Term of fifty-one Days. A Sunnud for his 
Zemindarry Ihall ^ furnilhed him on thele and the Conditions before agreed on. 


(Signed) Warren Haftings, 
J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monfon, 

R. Barwcll.” 


Which being read, the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they 
Ihould next produce Evidence relative to the Payments of Doorgbijey Sing, in order 
to fill up the Chafm, which fubfifted at prefent, in that Head of Evidence. 

The Witnefs produced Book 66, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 25th No- 
vember to 31ft December 1783.” 

Read, Extrafts of a Confultation of the 27th December 1783, beginning at Page 665 
of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the 27th December 1783. 

Seertf 

Deptrtmenti 
SatiUiiaf. 


f ** Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

have thc Pleafure to inform your Honourable Board, that I have received from Babboo 
Durbetzey Sing the Sum of Banares Sicca Rupees Three Lack Forty-eight thoufifed nine hundred 
and feventy-three. Ten Annas, Seven Pie, being the Amount Balance of his Bhadun Kift for the 
Fufillee Year 1189, unlefs your Honourable Mard Ihould difallow any Parc of the Deduction* 
^ - which 


“ At a Council; Prefent, 

“ Thc Honourable Warren Hafiings Efq. Governor General, Prefident ; 
Edward Whelcr, i 

John Maepherfon, and VEfquires. 

John Stables, J 



( 335 ) 

which he demanded, an Account of which I tranfmicted to you in my Letter dated the i6th 
February 1783. I have taken a Mochulka from him^^^rcircd in the ftrongeft Terms, that 
whatever Pan of the Deduftions demanded by him (hall bc^udged inequitable, and confequencly 
difellowed, he ftiall without Delay make good, and pay into the Banares Treafury-, and that 
whatever Sum of Money he lliall be proved to have received from the Collcftions of the Fufillee 
Year 1190, lhall be likewife paid without Hefitation to the prefent Naib Baboo jaggudeo 
Sing : In Confcquence of his Payment of the above Sum, and the Engagement entered into by him, 
I have taken off the Two Companies of Sepoys ftationed as his Guard, until the further Plcafux 
of your Honourable Board lhall be made known. 

I have the Honour to cnclofc you Bills of Exchange for the Sum of Benares Sicca Rupees, 
Three Lack Forty-eight thoufand nine hundred and leventy-threc. Ten Annas, Seven Pics • or 
Calcutta Sicca Rupees Three Lack, Twenty-eight thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five. Thir- 
teen Annas, Three Pics.*’J 

Read alfo, from the fame Confultatioii, 

^ {“ The following Letters from the late and prefent Rcfulcnt nt Benares having been for a long 
Time before the Board, they were conlidcrcd by the different Members, and the following Rclb” 
lutions paired on them. ^ 


» To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. Supreme Council, 

“ Fort William. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I have the Honour to enclofc to you an Account of the Deduffions demanded by Baboo 
Durbeetzy Sing for the FulTilee Year 1189.] I Ihould not have deferred lending it lo long, but ^ 
tijat I was prevented by Durbeetzy Sing not being able to give an exaft Account of the Demand 
for the Duties on the Saltpetre from the Nabob ilic Vizier’s Dominions. 


“ For the Firft Eight Articles, the Honourable Governor General, when at Banaras, a<need to 
allow him the medium Rate of the Five prcceeding Years, viz. 

« The Mint, Adaulut, and Phoufdarry Cutwallie, Nuckhafs Dclolly Pcrdaillie, Tcllafshlc, 
Khimar Khannah, and thcDufloor Angulfarry. 

“ Your Honourable Board direfted, that the Mint Ihould be put under the Direflion of the 
Rcfidcnt •, his Demand upon it is not exorbitant, though, according to the Papers I liavc been 
able to colieft rcfpcifting it, the exaft medium Rate is 13,410. 

“ With refpedt to the Adauleet and Phoufdarry, the Amount of Lofs by not being continued 
in the Rajah’s Hands, cannot be deflnitively alcertained, as both Offices were conduced during 
Chyet Sing’s, and even Bulwant Sing’s Time, in a Manner by no Means conformable to Juftice. 
The Courts were fometimes held at Ramnaghur, the Place of Refidence of the Rajah ; fometimes 
at Banares. By the Enquiries I have made, I do not conceive that the clear Income arifing from 
thefe Two Articles would be more than 10,000 or 12,000 Rupees. 

” The Cutwallie was in the Hands of a Man whom I believe to have been fincc dead, as I can 
get no Account of him. I believe the Amount to be juft. 

“ The Nuckhafs is a Duty on all Horlcs, Oxen, &c. fold in the Bazar — the Amount fet down 
is juft} but Durbeetzy Sing collected on this Article 235 Rupees, fo that he is only entitled to 965 
Rupees. 


“ 'Ihe Delglly Perdaillie was a Tax collcifted on all Travellers, People coming from the Dccan 
to Banares on Religious Purpofes, &c. &c. which the Governor General forbade to be coilcftctl, 
as great Impofitions were made on the People thus coming to Benares, and is, I believe, fully juft. 

“ Tcllafnic was a Duty collefted on every Boat that pafted Banares, independant of the regular 
Duties. I believe its Amount never exceeded more than Two thoufand Rupees. 

“I he Khimar Khanna was a Duty colleifted on all Gaming Houfes, and is, I believe, a juft 
Demand. 


“ The Duftoor Anguftarry did not amount to above Ten or Twelve Rupees— was a Duty 
collcfled on fmall Iron and Pewter Rings, which the People who walli at the Banares Ghauts aic 
obliged to wear. 

“ The Demand of Deductions for Govind Jeit, Idoll Sing, and Buckhut Sing’s Maikhaiina, 
arc undoubtedly juft. 

‘‘ A Village granted by the Honourable Governor General’s Perwannah to Muftec Kluirreim 
■Aulah is likewilc juft, as the Governor General confirmed the Sunnud given to Ins Family by 
Aurungzebec. 

“ Land confirmed to Jubrage Sing ftands in the fame Predicament, and is likewife juft. 

• 1 * Land eftablifhed by the Governor General to the Chunar Faukhicr — the Amount 
juft. 


“ The Duty on the Stones, granted by the Governor General to the Commanding Officer at 
given for the following Reafons: 

rf Pifpuccs, which often happened between the Rajah and the Commanding Officer, 

an M the Stones were cut clofe to the Fort, and witiiin the Limits of his Command, the Gover- 
'“Or General judged any Perquifite arifing from them to appertain more properly to him than to the 

Rajah i 
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Rajah ; its tfiis Pdint wai Hot fettled before the Sigtiatute of the Pottidt aixfOiboidMt^ tk 
demand a Dedaftion. ......... ^ 

“ The 4,000 Cubits, mentioned at 4347 Rupeu, is the Land which the (k/tettiot Oenend 
di reded to b« meafured out, and given to the Commanding Officer, aa being within Qun Shot of 
his Fort. The Honourable Governor General will be able to explain the fOiegtdng 
“ Your Honourable ^arddireded me, in a Lett^ of July 17I1, topidi the SiHtpeto which 
came from the Nabob Vizier’s Country free of Duties. His Demand on thtt h about 

2000 Rupees lefs than it ought to be. The Lofs tvhich accrued on the xif ^ 

Permit through the Zemindary we have rated very high, and is the mOft CxceptitHlamt Part of 
his Demand.— ‘A Lofs, a heavy Lois, was certainly occaiioned partly frcKA GoOdis ,bi^g,.i^t a 
diferent Route by the Merchant, partly from the Dedudions of the SchHir, whicb hewai 
to allow to his Aumils, and from the Colledions of the Permit not being et^ual to that !%titidtion. 

“ The Paymolly he originally fet down at 10,000 Rupees t He auerwafdt attempitd tO ifti. 
pofe another 10,000 Rupees on the Account. This I reiiifcd to admit of. 

“ The unavoidable Damage which a Detachment fo large as Colooel Cuntmingt’a oMift ec> 
cafion in marching through a Country like this, at a Time when the Grain was npe,.,and his 
Encampment at Choufah during Part of the Rainy Seafon, will be fufficient Guide for y<aiir 
nourabie Board’s Decifion in this Article. • 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. 


“ Banares, 

“ the 17th February 1783. 

^ [“ Dedudions demanded by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing. 

” Mint — •— _ u. 

Sic in orig. Adsulut and • Choufdarry — . — . — 

Kutwallic — — — — ' 

Nuckhafs — — — — — 

Delolly Perdaiflie — — — — 

Tellaftiy — — — — 

Khemah Khanna 

Duftoor Angufterrv — — . — 

Govind Jcit’s Malkahnih 

Idol Sing, D' — — — — 

^gut Sing D* — — — — 

A Village granted by the Honourable Governor General’s Per-l 
wannah to Muftee Khurreim Oulah, confirming a Grant of [ 
Aurungzebee j 

Land D° to Jubraje Sing, confirming a Grant of D’ — 

Land D’ to the Chunar Tuckheir, confirming a Grant of D' 

Half the Mehai Duties on Stones from Chunar — 

Two thoufand Cubits round the Fort of Chunar — 

Duties for Saltpetre from the Nabob Vizier’s Dominions — 
Lofs on the Duties — — — — 

Paymolly — — — 

Amount Sicca Rupees 


(Signed) 


W" Markham, 
Eefident.” 
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Read alfo, from fame Confultation, 

^ [“ Par. 684. Agreed, that the Claims made by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing, on the following Ac- 

counts, be admitted at the Rates given them refpedively by the late Reftdent. 

Mint. 

Adawlut or Fouzdary. 

Kutwallee. 

Neharifs. 

Ellaufby. 

Khimah Khinnah. 

Duftoor Aogofting. 

Govtnd Jeen Maikanna. 

Idtd Sin^s Ditto. 

BoggulSin^s Ditto. 

Duties for Saltpetre from the Nabob Vizier’s Domuuoni. 

Agreed alfo. That the late Reftdent be applied to by the Secretary t and if klhail 
tbeClaito of Dedudions made on Account or a ViUm granted by the Govemor Qcnjtral ** 
wanna to Mufti Kurum Otria and InNrage in Confirmation Grana from AUTOag^rae» 
are founded on nny ABa done by die Governor (General's Authority, it is agteud tondmit Bma- 
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<• The following ate Lifta of the Dedudions claimed by Durbeetzy Sing. 

« Arrount of Dedoftions from the Malguzaree of Benare^kimed by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing, 
^ for the Fuffilce Year ii8j. 


“A R T i G L E S. 


Mint 

Adaulot and Phoufdary 
Kutwallie ^ 

Nuckhafs — 
pelolly Perdaffic 
Tellalby — 

Khimah Khanna 
Duftoor Angofterry 
Govid Jcits Malkanna 
Idol Sing D* 


BoffRUt Sing D* 

A Village granted by the Honourable Governor General’s Perwannah tol 
Mufee Khurrreim Owlal, confirming a Grant of Aurungzebc / 

Land Ditto to Jubrage Sing, confirming a Grant of Ditto •— 

Land Ditto to the Chunar Faukheir, confirming a Grant of Ditto — 

Half the Mehal Duties on Stores from Chunar ~ — 

Four thoufand Cubits round the Fort of Chunar — ■— 

Duties for Saltpetre from the Nabob Vizier’s Dominions — — 

Loii on the Duties — _ — ^ — 

Paymolly — * — — 

Amount Sicca Rupees 


Dedudlion 

claimed. 

16,465 0 5 
3 5,000 o o 

X2,000 O O 

i,aoo 0 o 
1,740 o 0 

6.000 0 0 
880 o o 
108 o o 

37,500 o o 

8.000 o o 
11,000 0 o 

1,821 13 t 

1.000 0 o 
500 o o 

11,028 8 o 

4,347 o 0 
16,51a 3 3 
9>.778 5 3 
10.477 » 3 

a.57.359 6 3 


Fort William, 27th December 1783. 


ACCOUNT.” 


“ARTICLES. 

Mint 

Adaulut and Phoufdary — ■*- 

Kutwallee — 

Nuckhafs, 1200. 235 being colleAed there remains 
Tellaftiy » — 

Khimah Khanna ^ 

Duftoor Angufterry - 

Govind Jeits Malkanna — — — 

Idol Sing, D*. — — ~ 

Boggul Sing, D°. “■ T T 

Duties for Saltpetre from the Nabob Viziers Dominions 


“Fort William, tyth December 1783. 


Amount 
allowed. 
13,410 0 0 

10.000 0 o 

1 2.000 o o 
965 0 0 

2.000 0 o 
S80 0 0 

10 0 o 
37,500 0 o 

8.000 o o 

11.000 o o 

i6,5‘2 3 3 

- - — *- 

i,i2.»77 3 3” 


“ The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from Mr. Markham. 

“ Sir 

“ The Honourable the Governor General confirmed the Grants of Aurengzebe to Mufti Kerim 
Oolla and Subraad Sing, to the bell: of my Recolleftion, by figning his Name on the original Sun- 
nuds. I have not Copies of them, but the prefent Refideot can eafily procure them. 

I am, &c. 

“ Dec. a6th 1783. (Signed) Wm. Markham.’’ 


“ Agreed, 



Pu'\ Drpart. 

'1 iRlc^.ty. 


p- 
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Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Relident at Benares. 

“ To Mr.J^ncis Fowke, Rcfidcnt at Benares. 

‘‘ Sir, 

“ Wc have lately taken into Confideration a Letter from our late Refident at Benares, dated the 
17th February, cnclofing an Account of the Dedudion demanded by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing, fi), 
the * TolTulie Year 1189 -, and we have alfo had before us fundry other Letters from Bcnam 
bearing the following Dates I 9th April; 14th May; 5th and 9th June; 28th July; 12th and lyth 
Auguft ; and 24th Sejitcniber. ' 

“ We enclofe an Account of the DeduAions claimed by Durbeetzy Sing, and an Account of 
thofe which we agree to. We will not allow of any Addition to the latter, unlcfs k be for the 
Villas and Land given by the Governor General’s Perwannah and Grant to Meefticf Khurriem 
Oulah, and jubrage Sing, in confirmation of a Grant of the Emperor Aurengzebe, and amount, 
ing to the Total Sum of S* R’ 2822 : 13 : i. This Dedudlion wc permit you to add to oor Ac« 
count, if, as the late Refident informs us is the Cafe, the Governor General’s Name appears on 
the original Sunnuds, and in fuch Cafe only. 

“ You will obfervethat the Difference between the Amount of Durbeetzy’s Claims, and that 
which wc agree to, even including the Dedudions for the Village and Land granted to Mofoc 
Khurriem Oulah, and Jubrage Sing, is R* 1,42,259 : 5 : 8. We dired that you make an im. 
mediate Claim of this Sum on Durbeetzy Sing, who, according to the Muchulca which he gave 
to our late Refident, on being releafed from Confinement, is engaged to pay it into the Beotfes 
Treafury. 

“ Wc underftand, that in confcquence of a Requeft made by the Widow of Rajah Bulwani 
Sing, and by the prefent Rajah Mehipnarain, the Amount due from Rajah Durbeetzy, for tha 
Collcdions of that Part of the Fulfulic Year 1 190, diiripg which he held the Office of Naib, was 
agiced to be left to the Arbitration of All J Ibrahim Cawn ; and your Letter of the 5th of June 
informs us, that his Succeffor Baboo Jagger Dceo Sing had paid the full Amount of that YcaPi 
Kills up to the Date of it, independent of the Colledions made by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing at the 
Beginning of the Year. Wc have not yet learnt whether Ally Ibrahim Cawn has delisted in 
his Award ; but IT he has, wc dired that you, claim and receive the Amount adjudged by him to 
be due from Baboo Durbeetzy Sing, and tranfmit a Copy of the Award to us. 

(Dated, and figncd at the End) 

“ Fort William, Warren Haftings. 

Secret Department, Ed'* Wheler. 

27th Dec. 1783. John Maepherfon. 

John Stables.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 73, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 
17 February to 9 March 17S4.” 


Read, Extrafl from a Confultation of 24th February 1784, beginning Page 341 
of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, a4th February 1784, 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Edward Wheler, and John Stables, Efquires ; 

The Governor General abfent on a Vifit to the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier. 

Mr. Maepherfon ablent from the Prcfidency for the Benefit of his Health. 

[*‘ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Ivnclofcd 1 have the Honour to tranfmit the Award of Ally Ibraham Kawn, Chief Magi* 
ftratc of Benar.s, agreeably to your Orders of the 27th of laft December. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Refped, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient and humble Servant, 

Benares, 12th February, 1784. (Signed) F. Fowke, Refident.”]^ 


“ An Account of the WafiTilauts of the Diftrifts of the Sircar Benares, Chunar, Gauzipore, 
and Jonipoie ; collcAcd by Baboo Dtirkbidzy Sing, the Naib, forthe FufiTully Year 1 190, from the 
Beginning of the Month Affin, or Four Shawal, to various Dates of the above Year, agreeably to 
the Requefi of Baboo jagger Deo Sing, and the Ekrauznama of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, to abide 
firmly by the Decifion ot Ally Ibraham Cawn Bahadur, Chief Magiftrate of this City of Benares, 
fur the Amount of the above Waffilauts on Account of the aixsvementioned Fuffily Year 1190, 
and conformably to the DircAion of Mr. William Markham, and Mr. Francis Fowke, and Mr. 
John Iknn ; and in the AdjuftoKnts of the above Accounts, the late Zemindar's Canongocs Au- 
mils, and thole now employed, and the Officers of the prefent Naib Baboo Jagger Deo Sing, and 
the Officers of the late Naib Raja Myipnarain Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, have been conkonted 


♦ Sic HI Orig. 


t Sic in Orig. 


X Sic in Orig. 


before 



before Ally Ibr^am Cawn Bahadar, Chief Jufticc of J^ares, in his Adauluti fettled and dc- 
cidfd the Fourth of November or Eighth ZehidJSa i with the Exception of the Farm 
of Daifunny Sing, who i$ fled, the Account of which is given fcparately. Tlic Seal has been 
to this Accouau with the Confent of Summ« Sin^ and Aonow Sing, the Mutfuddics of 
Baboo Dorkbidzy Sing, and Khaob Chund, the Mutfuddy of Baboo jagger Deo Sing. 

Taflil by Rajah Myipnarain, by his Agent 

Gurwoboofe, of Purgunnah Bealllcy ~ i^aoi e 6 

D” Dollipfing of D" Kholafbah — ~ 2 

D* Diaram of D' Khaunpore — 1 ’jq, a 

D“ Hulbaufling of D' Mungrah ~ — i6*aai la 0 

D* Dollipiing of Taahuk Koondey — *2^3 4 

TaflU by Surmpzet Sing. 13 3 

Of Purgunnah Coppachit Sircar Gauaiporc S* R' 3,138 10 (J 

D‘ Kharraid of D* Jompore — — 4,94012 0 

D* Sukunderper of D’ Gauzipore — 2,a2a 6 -- 

D’ Bollick D" D* — — __ 2,000 12 a 

D’ Luckuifliir D“ D“ — — — 19 la ~ 

D’ Talook of Pergynnah Pehihooter D* — — 250 1 j 9 

Taflil by Bullundofs, **1664 a 3 

Of Pergunnah Tohoorabaud and Sircar Gauzipore S* 4,994 5 3 

OfH..illyG.uzipoi. { |;R; j 




3.t38 JO 
4>940 12 
2,223 ^ 
2,090 13 
19 12 
250 11 


6 -: 
13 3 


1 2 , 6^4 


Of Havilly Gauzipore 


Taflil by Tackooroy Rhanoo Sing. 

Of Tooluck Sirhome Havilley Gauzipore 
T aflil by Nimma Sing. 

Of Taalock Moofapore Purgunnah Bifley ^ 

Of D’ Tuckuy D‘ Khauiwar mo. 

Taflil by Rhanny Gollaub Koonwar of Mouray Jotnillah. 
Of Havilley Jompore m .4. 

Of Sayer Ramnagore ^ _ 


125 

3164^ ‘5 ^ 


Of Havilley Jompore — . .4. 5 * 196 

Of Sayer Ramnagore — — 3,236 1 1 9 

Obferved (that 196 R* of Moufay Jomilla) by Sumnut Sing and Omrau 
Sing, that it is not included in the Nizamut as the fame was purchafed by 
Cheit Sing of Azdulla Cawn. 

D'of R' 3236 : u : 9 of Sayer Ramnagore, which is alfo not included in 
the Nizamut, the fame having been inhabited by Cheit Sing. 

Taflil by Purwoonarain. 

Of Purgunnah Mahaatch Sircar Chunar — — _ $ 

Obferved by Summut Sing and Omrau Sing, that the above is the Jaghecr 
of Baboo Ourkbidzy Sing. 

Taflil Noqdum Sing, 

Of Purgunnah Mungrhaur of Sircar Chunar —4 — — « 

Obferved by Summut Sing and Omtaw Sing, that the above b not included 
in the Nizamut, being AUtugmah of Raja Bulwant Sing. 

Taflil by Simboorutton. 

Of Taaluck Lotha — — — 4— S 

ladil by Baunfey Tackoorain. 

Of Purgunnah Bugwant of Sircar Chunar . — S' 

T^d by Agarroindy — — — C S*R* 10,040 il 6 

Or Sayer Gauzipore — — ^ S' R* 621 15 ->~ 


Of Sayer Gauzipore — - 

Taflil by Latta Champaut Roy. 

Of Sayer Benares — — 

Of Mohaul Amanaut — . 

Taflil by Durbur Sing. 

Of Sayer Mirzapore 4.. 

Taflil by Meer Rirmolly, 

Of Moufay Mirhaupore • 


621 15 


$>770 1$ 


$> 42 * tl 


4>3*4 It 


1,220 II 


10,662 10 


— S’ 9,592 10 6 

— 2,200 — — 


11,792 10 6 
12,359 ti 6 

, 38 — — 


TaflU 
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Ta(ril by Byzoonaut. 

Of Moufay Bauwai* of Purgunnah Cothiir «— — 

Taflil Sujna Choudny. 

Of Purgunnah Khaloopore of Sircar Chdnar — — 

Taflil by Oitiraw Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Cauntilt of Sircar Tarhaur — — * 

TafTil by Gomaun Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Ghurwannah of Sircar Jompore • —■ 

TafTil by Cuttob Ally Bfg. 

Of Sayer Jomporc — “ 

Taflil by Omraw Sing. 

Of Taaluck Mahjowah of Purgunnah KulTwar — — 

Taflil by Ratnclial Sing and Huniar Sing. 

Of 'Taaluck Chelcypore Havillcy Sircar Benares — 

Taflil by Bahadur Sing. 

Of Taaluck Jalloopore Purgunnah Havclly Sheopore — - 

TafTil by Dunfing and Jaundah. 

Tackoor of Purgunnah Murhay ahoo Sircar Jomporc — 

1 aflil by Joyit Sing. 

Of I'aaluck Muzwhowah of Pergunnah Kufwar — — 

TafTil by Bahadur Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Mahwuhe and Mohowany of Sircar Chunar - 
Taflil by Dyaram. 

Of Purgunnah Sattiflghur — — — 

Taflil Mimhur Sine. 

Of Purgunnah Kinder Sircar Gauzipore — — 

Taflil of Mungul Sing. 

Of Taaluck Bohinfah Durahim — — — 

Taflil by Tomaun Sing. 

Of Taaluck Nodiah of Purgunnah Murhay ahoo Sircar Jomporc 
Taflil by Jackooroy Harnuo Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Ghurhay and Dimmay of Sircar Gauzipore 
Taflil by Jackooroy Omraw Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Nurwan Sircar Gauzipore — — 

Taflil by Pulwan Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Muzwar Sircar Chunar — — 

Taflil by Mungul Sing. 

Of Moufay Mouray and Purgunnah Kaunrakut — 

Taflil by Shake Mahomud Ekran. 

Of Purgunnah Shadiabud Sircar Jomporc — ■— 

Taflil by Permamend. 

Of Moufay Khimrondey Sircar Booley •— — 

Taflil by Zhit and Mirwan. 

Of Mohaul Chunaburuy _ — — . 

Taflil by Shrobowfe Sing. 

Of Moufay Bhurkey and Purgunnah Khimakut Sircar Jomporc 
TafTil by Neflarolly Cawn. 

Of Amudpore Purgunnah Havilley Jomporc — 

TafTil bv Fuuay Walla Beg. 

Of Rannoypore Purgunnah Havilly Chunar — — 

TafTil by Koliint Sing and Rcfaul Sing. 

Of Moufay Belli and Purgunnah Cutayhur — 

TafTil by Rammanoraut. 

Of Dayaut Purgunnah Kufwar — — 

Taflil by Doolut Sing. 

Of Moufay Sultaunpore Purgunnah Havillcy Jomporc 


— • 20 

— *.505 4 6 

S' 11,309 

— 8,748 

466 9 j 

■“ 3.249 3 3 

S' 998 3 3 

— »<3o8 5 6 

~ *9.956 3 9 

•*- 1,109 15 9 

— • 2,058 3 6 

— 475 *3 6 

~ 1,138 12 — 

— 541 12 - 

— 6,165 t* 3 

238 — — 

2,310 14- 
842 8 9 

179 2- 

S* 3.55* *0 3 

S* i6o 6 

S' 1,873-- 
S* 635 14 9 

180 — — 
40 -- 

75 » 3 
225 5 ^ 
182 4 9 


— — S 


— — S' 


Rupees — 1,67,842 — 3 


Particulars of the above: 

Sicca Rupees — — 4 » 4 i. 0 S* 7 3 

Turfully and Hurfunnah — 26,790 9 — 


Taflil 


1,67,842 — 3 
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Taflil of Maul. 


Sicca Rupees — 

1.03,154 ^1^3 

Turfulley and Hurfunnah 

26,168 10 — 

Taflfil of Saycr. 

*.29.3*3 9 3 

Sicca Rupees •— 

37,896 8 — 

Turfulley — 

621. 15 — 


38,518 7 — 


1,67,842 — 3 

« Summut Sing and OmrawSing, Mutfuddies of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, and Kulchund, Mut- 
fo-ldie of Baboo Jaggcr Deo Sing, objedled to put their Signature on the following Particulars : 
Taaluck Gopallaporc, Taflil by Bunwaul Laul, Aumil of Baboo Durkbidzy 
Sing, as per Waflilaut, ftated by Budjiobafley Laul, an Aumum, by Mr. 

Markham — — — — S* Rupees 4,314 ii —< 

Taflil by Durnau Sing, Aumil of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, claimed by Dur- 
nau Sing as an Aflignmcnt in Payment of his Wages the Mutfuddies of 
Durkbidzy Sing call upon Durnau Sing to produce the Sunnuds figned by 
Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, which he has not yet done, viz. 

Deyhaut of Purgunnah Murhayaboo — — 344 4 q 

,Moufay Barhoyn of Purgunnah Cuttayher — 359 6 6 

S' Rupees 5,018 7 3 

Total of the above Two Sums muft be accounted for 
by Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, as follows ; — Rupees 1,67,842 — 3 

Ditto , 5,018 7 3 


Rupees 1,72,860 7 6 


** Particulars of Waflilaut of Sairupnoo PiflTarab, &c. which were formerly fent to Mr. Francij 
Fowke, in Three different Papers ■, (viz.) 


Sairupnoo Peflarah 
Pergunnah Bhogwat 
Ditto Aurora 
Ditto Tattrah 
Taaluck Gopaulpore 


4,818 12 9 
1,220 II 9 
4,052 8. 9 

,,463 

955 > 6 


Deduct Waflilaut. 

Of Purgunnah Bhogwat, as per Waflilaut, 
brought to Account in Durkbidzy Sing's 
Waflilaut, amounting to — 1,220 ii 9 

Of Purgunnah Tolliah Taflil, by Auhun 
Sing, Aumil of Baboo Jagger Deo Sing, 
which Jaggcr Deo Sing is to account for 1,463 — — 


12,510 2 9 


2,683 II 9 


Paid into the Hands of Saukcr Pundit, as per Account tranf- 
mitted by him, in which this Amount is ftated as paid by 
Daiflunny Sing, and carried to Account of the Honourable 
Company, as follows: 

Of Purgunnah Sanypoo Peflarah — — 3,000 — — • 

Of Ditto Aurora — _ _ 1,999 ^ — 

Of Taaluck Gopaulpore — — — 500 — — 


9,826 7 — 


5.499 * — 


Balance 4,326 15 — - 


“ Particulars of the above Balance. 

Of Purgunnah Sainymoo Peflarah — — — 1,818 12 9 

Of Ditto Aurora — h— 2,053 — 9 

Of Taaluck Gopaulpore — . — — — . 455 1 6 


4,326 15 — 


4 R 


“ The 
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Jagger Pur^iah of Sainymoo Pcffarah •, and that after this, Daiflunny 

lent ' "CsJvanr of Babw JaaS Deo Sing, ablconded : It alfo appears from the Accounts 
,I “nViminnv Sin^ oaid the Colleftions of the Pttrgunnah down to the 

i?oo FufTully and Baboo Durkbidzy Sing continued in Office no longer than 

Sing further fay, t at if Ba- 

6 /thitlge o| the ume i DiifTunnv Sing, and deliver him to them, they will agree to 

boo Jaggcr Deo ^ng will prt^uce Da.M^^ b ng. a Baboo Jagger 

pay whatever Waffi aut rnay be S d live"V.m to t^ Officers of Baboo Durkbidzy l^g. 

Deo Sing pay to Baboo Jagger Deo Sing 

and It IS incumbent on the Omccrs ol c 

ff IwS Jof B,boa Durkbidz, Sing, of .bo Vo.^,o FuMly. bobg^ 

» Deduft paid by Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, in the Hands of Sunker Pun- 

dit, which was known by his Mutfuddics ^ 


Balance R* ' 1.22.536 7 


6 ’’ 


Rf rr(t Hi 
M&iulay. 


Fx‘rafl* of 
(Governor 
(Jrtiftal’s 
Minute. 




Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that the nert Piece 
of ISl would bo produced to prove, that Mr. Haftmgs had provided for the Er- 
penccs of Major Caraac’s Detachment. 

Tire Wltncfs delivered iu Book 26. intituled, ■■ Bengal Secret Coune. 1 , from 2,th 

t'ebruaiy to 24th July 1780. * ^ _ 

Read, Fxtraa of aConfultation held on the :26th June 1780, beginning at Page 
c6o of the faid Book. 

^ “ Fort William, 26th June 1780. 

“ At a Council •, Prefent, 

Tlie Honourable Warren Hattings, Governor General, Prefident j 
fwk'i’ Ihfquires. 

Lieutenant GrnellTrEy’re Coote abfent on a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 
« The Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute : 

Experience of the J Rxncncc which will attend the Meafure which I have recom- 

Z S SS.S, aTS »o. biod nrylclf b^ Engagemrno which m.y cxc«d », 

Power to fulfil ofme Troops which are to form Major Camac’s teh- 

Sums of Fr«U aM WlK"o‘'w“ hi'w'i.’r The Contmgcucta of the ^ 

the Board will permit it to be accepted for that Service. 


“ Ordered that the foregoing Minute lie for Confideration. 


Warren Haftings, 
P. Francis, 

Edw. Wbekr” 


The Managers for the Commons then acquainted the 
rend the Petition from the Rajah Mchipnarram to which Mr. Jj”” 
amined, with Mr. Bonn’s Report upon the Subjeft of the fame to Mr. Ha g • 
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The Witnefs produced Book 74, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 151)1 
May to jotli Auguft 1785. 

Read, Extraft of a Confultation held on 24tPAuguft 1785, beginning at Page 
191 of the laid Book. 

« Fort William, 24th Auguft 1785. 

“ At a Confultation •, Prefent, 

The Honourable John Maepherfon Efquire, Prefidcnt ; 

Lieutenant General Robert Sloper, Commander in Chief -, 

John Stables Efquire, and 
The Honourable Charles Stuart. 

« The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from tlie Refident at Benares ; 

« To Mr. Secretary Hay. Rcfirfcnt at 

c:|. ikiLU'ci 

« 1 have received your Letter of the 26th laft May. ’’ 

« In Obedience to the Orders of the Board, I have the Honour of laying before them the Whole 
Correfpopdence between the late Governor General and myfclf, during his Continuance without 
the Provinces in 1784. 

“ I am, Sir, 

Benares, loth July 1785. Your very obedient Servant, 

“ F. Fowke, Refident.** 

« Ordered, That the Correfpondence tranfmltted with the foregoing Letter be entered after the 
Confultation. 

^ [“ To Francis Fowke Efquire. 

“ Sir, 

“ I herewith fend you a Petition which I have received from Rajah Mehipnarain, with a Paper 
containing an Explanation of it : I requeft that you will inform me if the Fads are juftly ftated, 
or in what Particulars they differ from his Reprefentation of them. I alfo iinderftand that the 
K.ijah’sNamc is totally difufed in all Sunnuds, Aumilnamas, and other Officers’ Deeds and Papers 
of theNaib’s Office, and the Naib’s ufed in his Stead. Be pleafed to inform me fince what Time 
this Pradicc has prevailed, and whether by any Authority exprcfsly given to the Naib. On the 
preceding Points, if you can furnifh me with any Lights which may enable me to form a proper 
Judgment of them, I requeft to be informed thereof, 

“ I am, &c. 

“Benares, 14th March 1784. (Signed) W. Haftings.” 

“ Petition of Rajah Mahipnarain, 

“ When lifting me from the Duft of Obfeurity, your Excellency exalted me to the Raajc of 
Benares, agreeable to the Ufage of my Grandfather, Rajah Bui wand Sing, you confirmed to me 
die Jaghirc and Altumgah Mahls, Half Buddock, and the Pergunnahs of Maaugc and Mungrorc, 
allb Six Lacs and Thirty thoufand Rupees odd, for my own Expcnccs and Subundy. 

“ Baboo Uufhbcdjey Sing, my Naib, from his own Neglcfts, failing in the Revenues of the Sirkar, 
the Jaghire, &c. above mentioned were fequcftcrcd till the Payment of the Balances, and a Per- 
wannah fent me to make them good : Out of Regard to the Orders of the Prcfcnce, and hoping 
the Releafe of the Mahals, I paid the Demands of the Sarkcr through Gopaul Dofs ; notwithftand- 
ing which my Jaghire is ftill in Sequeftration, and from the Day of my Exaltation to the Raaje, 

I have not received a finglc Daam of the eftabliflied Allowance for Support and Sebundy. 

^ “ Baboo Jaggudis Sing, contrary to good Policy and the Welfare of the People, makes 
Exaftions from the whole Country, and docs not pay even the fixed Revenue. There is nei- 
ther Advantage to the Sirkar, nor Eafc to the People. 

“ From my good Fortune your Excellency has advanced to this Country. If a furc Settlement 
is not now made to my Advantage, I fliall defpair of its being done ever. From your compaf- 
fionating Benevolence I hope that my Jaghirc and Altumgah will be rcleafed to me, and Orders be 
given to the Chief of Benares to pay regularly to me the allotted Sum of Six Lacs and Thirty odd 
thoufand Rupees, for my own Expcnccs and the Sebundy. 

“ Rajah Mahipnarain reprefents, that fince his Exaltation to the Raaje he has not enjoyed 
the fmalleft Part of that Confequence or Refpeft due to his Rank. Even the Town of Ram- 
nagore, allotted for his Refidence, has been put under a Cutwal from another Authority. 

“ Half the Pergunnah of Buddock, producing a Revenue of One hundred and fifty-eight 
thoufand three hundred and forty-one Rupees, was allotted him in Jaghirc. The remaining 
Part he held from the Sirkar, at the Jemma of Seventy thoufand five hundred Rupees. 

" Mungrore, producing a Revenue of Fifty thoufand Rupees, was granted in Altumgah to the 
Rannee Golaab Koer, 

9 ^ “ Meitch, 
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“ Meitcli, producing a Revenue of Sixty thoufand Rupees, was granted in Jaghire to the 
Rajah’s Father and Naib Baboo Dufhbcdjey Sing. 

‘‘ Baboo Diillibcdiey Sing failing in>^’aymelits to the Sirkar, the Whole of the above-men- 
tioned Grants were fequeftcred, and an Order lent from the Council to the Raja to make good 
the Balances; but Mr. Markham, on the Rajah’s Keprefentation of his Cafe releafed Half the 
Pergunnah of Buddock, and promifed, when the Balances of the Sirkar fliould be paid, to re- 
lealr the others. The Rajah, feeing that his Father made no Efforts to pay the Demands of the 
Sirkar, fatisfied them himfelf, by the AfTiltanrc of the Banker Gopaul Dofs. Mr. Markham af- 
fured liim that his Promife Ihould be kept; but he was recalled, and the Alcumgah and Jaghire of 
Mungrore have not yet been reftored. The Half of the Pergunnah. of Buddock, the Kaja at 
jiref nc poffefles in J.ighire ; and he now holds the Remainder of the Sirkar, with the Addition of 
Seventeen thoufand Rupees to the former Jemma, as before mentioned. He hopes that this 
Addition will be excufed, and a Lcafe granted him at a fixed Jemma for the future j that the 
Alcumgah of Mungrore will be releafed to the Rannee-, and Maitch, the Jaghire of his Fa- 
ther, be allowed to remain under him, till fuch Times as the Sums advanced on his Account 
fur the Payments of the Sirkar (hall be made good. 

“ Ot the Six Lacs five hundred Rupees allowed for the Muddud Phertch, the Raja had not 
received one Diam fince his being placed on the Raajc. He hopes that an Allowance will 
be made him on this Account from the Date of the Removal of his Father from the Ncabut, 
and tli.u he (hall receive the Whole in future. 

“ 1 he Raj.i is in all Things obedient to the Sirkar ; but he humbly hopes that the ufual 
liulTaam and Adaab of the Dignity of R.jah may be allowed him, viz. that the Naib nnay re- 
ceive a Khclaal from him, and the Aumils on their Appointment be ordered to pay him the 
gultoinary Compliment of taking Leave, and receiving from him the Bcitlc, &c.”] ^ 

“ To Francis Fowke Efquire, Refident at Benares. 

“ Sir, 

» Having received numberkfs Complaints of the Violences committed by &poys detached for 
various Purpoles, but principally for that of collciSing Grain, and other Provifions, for the Sub- 
fillence of the G.'irrifons and other Military Stations in, and bordering in, this Province ; I have 
therefore written to the Commanding Officers of Chunar and Buxar, dcfiring them to abftain from 
this Praflice hereafter; and to itpply to you, and to order the Officers under their Command to 
do the fame for whatever they may want of Gram, or other Articles of necefTary Subfiftence : And 
1 dcfirc that you will require the Naib, on Pain of Difmiffion from his Office, to comply in- 
Ifantly and eHcftually with fuch fpecial Requifitions as you (hall judge it necefTary to make to him 
for thcle ikirpofcs ; and at all Times to keep the Bazars of the Garrifons and Military Stations 
conftantly fupplied with Provifions and other Ncccflarics of Life, that no Pretext may be afforded 
for the Continu.incc of the Grievance complained of. 

“ 1 imift further require of you, and I do mod ftriftly enjoin you, to keep a Book of all the Ap- 
plications whicli you receive from the Military Officers for the Aid of your Infiuence or Authority, 
for whatever Purpofes, and of your Letters written officially to them, together with Copies of all 
Complaints made by them, or againft them, or againft the People under their Command, whether 
Sepoys or others ; and that if any Officer (hall aft contraiy to thefe Orders, or fuffer them to be 
infringed, you do immediately tranfmit to me an Account thereof, with all the Particulars which 
fliall have come to your Knowledge, while I am on this Side of the Caramnaffa, and to the Board 
after my Return to the Prefidency ; and I think it proper to declare, that it it fliall ever come to 
iny Knowledge that any OpprelTions arc committed by the Sepoys, or any (hall have been de- 
tached contrary to theic Orders, and you (hall have neglcdfcd to give me Notice thereof, I fhall 
confidcr it a very criminal Breach of your Duty. I do not believe that it is likely to happen, and 
have the firmcfl Reliance on your Vigilance to prevent it. I mean by this Declaration rather to 
ffrengthen and enforce your Authority, than to rcfleft even the moft diftant Charge or Suggeftion 
of Diftruft to your Difadvantage. 

“ I muft alfo defirc that you will give ftrift Injunftions to the Manager to compel his Aumils to 
remain in their Stations, and to place proper Perlbns in all the Villages which lie on or near the 
Road, whenever any Military Forces pafs through their Diftri£ls, to proteft the Reiats, and make 
their Applications for Redrefs to the Commanding Officers, if any Oppreflions are committed, or 
for Guards, when they may be wanted; and above all Things to keep them fupplied with the 
Neccffarics of their Bazars ; I have been myfelf a Witnefs of the ruinous Effefts which have been 
produced by his Ncgleft of thefe Precautions, although enjoined in the ftrongeft Terms by myfelt 
in Perfon, and by yourfelf before my Arrival at the Boundary of his Jurifdiftion. 

» Benares, I am, &c. 

V i6th March 1784, (Signed) Warren Haftings.’l 
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“ ‘t'o Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, commanding at Chunar. 

" Sir, . 

Many Complaint? have been made to me of Violenccntommitted by the Sepoys under your 
Command, both thofe belonging to the Station of Ghazepore, and cfpeciaily thole of your imme- 
diate Garrifon. The Inftances that have been reportc^ to me are of various Kinds i but thofe 
which matle the greateft fmpreffion on my Memory, from their Influence on the publick Revenue, 
and Peace of the Country, were thefe ; that it was a conlVant Pradtice for Parties of Sejroys to 
take, by Force, the Grain of the Country at an inferior Rate, and cany it to the Bazars of Gha- 
2, pore Station, andofBuxar, where it was Ibid at a very advanced Price-, and Inftances were 
quoted to me of the Grain upon the Ground, and even of Seed Grain attached for the lame Pur- 
p;,|fs, and cither taken or rcleafcd on a pecuniary Accommodation, I fo well know the bene- 
volence and Probity of your private Charaftcr, that I am certain you arc incapable of departing 
from the Sight of thefe Virtues in your public Conduft: But you cannot command the Poi- 
bearances, nor be anfwcrablc for the Behaviour of that Clafs of Men to whom thefe Complaints 
relate, when you arm them with your Authority, and let them loofe, for whatever Purpfe or 
however nccellary, on the diftant and defencelefs Raiats. 

“ I muft, for this Reafon, requeft, and I am certain that you will allow my Requeft the Weighi 
of a Command, that you will inftantly withdraw every Party, and every Sepoy whom you may have 
detached into any of the Diftriifts of the Zemidatry of Benares, and that you will give the like 
Orders to the Officer commanding at Ghaziporc that you will abftain hereafter from fending any 
Parties, even a Angle Sepoy, beyond the CaramnalTa } and forbid the Olheer on Command at 
Ghazipore to fend any Sepoys, or a Angle Sepoy, with Authority, or for any Purpofe whatlbcver, 
into a Village of the Diftri(ft, except on Services required by the Aumil, in Writing, and fpecially 
prclcribcd b^y the Aumil, or Perfon apfwinted to attend them. I have given ftrift Injundlicns to 
Mr. Fowke to take immediate and effedtual Meafures for fupplying the Station at Ghasipore with 
Grain, and the NecelTaries for their Subfillence j and it muft be his foie Province to direft and pro- 
vide for fuch Supplies. If you require the like Provifion for your Garrifon from the Dillrid of 
this Zemid.arry, I muft defire that you will apply to him, and he has my pofitive Orders to afford 
you his effedfual Afiiftance for that End. 

I am, &c. &c, &c. 

“ Benares, i6th March 1784. Signed Warren Haftings.” 

“ The fame to Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar." 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that it was material to attend to the Date 
of the Paper they were next about to produce, viz. of the 20th April 1784. — That 
Mr. Haftings did not leave Calcutta till the Year 1785, confcquently it was in 
his Pofleflion at the Time he left Calcutta : and that it appeared by the Date, as well 
as from the Names of the Members prefent at the Confultation now before the Houfe, 
that Mr. Haftings had neglefted to tranfmit it, as it was his Duty to have done. 

“ Read, the following Extraft from the Appendix to the fame Confultation. 

> [“ To Francis Fowke Efquirc, Rcfidcnt at Benares. 

" Sir, 

“ In Obedience to your Commands I proceeded to Gauzipore, to enquire into the various Caufes 
of Complaint preferred againft the Sepoys belonging to the Stations of Buxar and Gauzipore. 1 he 
following Narrative contains a true Statement of Circumftanccs as far as 1 have been able to in- 
veftigatc them. 

“ In the Months of Affin Cautic, and Aghun Poofe, and Maug, when all K inds of Grain bore an 
exorbitant Price, occafioned by the Failure of the Periodical Rains, and the confequent Appre- 
henfion of a Famine, the commanding Officers of Buxar and Gauzipore feem to have found their 
Buzars infufficient * fupplied with Grain. To remedy this Inconvenience, it appears, that Parties 
of Sepoys were fent into the MofuITill, from both Stations, to procure Grain. It does not 
appear by any Evidence that I have feen or heard, that any conciliating Mode or regular Plan was 
adopted for the Supply of the Military Buzars, or that tlw Naib Baboo jagger Deo Sing (though 
he muft have known of thefe Complaints) ever interpofed his Authority to remedy the Evils com- 
plained of, by endeavouring to remove the apparent Caufc of them. 

“ The Alarm occafioned in the Country by the Appearance of Sepoys in the different Villages 
upon this Errand, made the Inhabitants fearful of expofing their Grain, or of acknowledging that 
they were poflfefied of any. As this encrcafed the Difficulty, the Sepoys Iccm to have had recouric 
to more indired Means of obtaining it. They very foon appear to have oppofcd Sccrcfy with 
^nolcnce. — ■ Many of the Ryotis have complained to me, that they were threatened with corporal 
Punilhdient by the Sepoys if they did not produce Grain in many Places, that the Sepoys entered 
the Houfes of the Ryotts to learch for it, and, in fome, that corparal FuniAimcnt was in- 
fiided, 

4 S 
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“ Atthi'; Scafon of the Year there is very little Grain in the Villages, except what is depofutj 
for Seed, or for the Confumption of thf, Rayott and his Family. 

which 

' Sic in Oilg. “ rilcre is another Caufe of Complaint * with the Zemindars and Rayotts have invariably 

made to me, that either the Weight or Price of the Military Buzars, and fometimes both, differed 
from the Weights and Prices of tlie Pergunnahs from whence the Grain was taken. To explain 
this Suhjeft, I have annexed Two Accounts of Grain, one taken by the Sepoys of each Station 
and aiteiled by tlie Zemindar and Potwarry of the Village from whence the Grain was taken. Xo 
have collcdcd and trandaied all the Accounts of this Nature, I muft have tranflated an Account 
from almoft every Village in this Sircar, from fomc Two. The Accounts areas they weredelivered 
to me ; I have lent you the Originals, together with the TranQations, that any Error of mine may 
be corrected. 

“ Upon the Receipt of the Price paid at the Military Stations for each Quantity of Grain, it 
appears that Razynamahs were taken from the Owners of the Grain •, which Razynamahs, the Inha- 
bitants .affert, weie made a Condition of Payment. It does not appear that any of the Officers of 
1 Sic in Orig. (he Military Stations received thefe Razynamahs. The whole Tranflation of taking theRazy. 

namahs, and paying for the Grain, feems to have reffed betwixt the Cutwal of the Buzars, the 
Black Officers who commanded the Party fent to fearch for Grain, and the Owners of it. The 
Cutwal of the Buzars appear fometimes to have attended thefe Parties into the Mofuffill, but theit 
Prefence docs not feem in any Inftance to have afforded Relief to the Rayotts. The Sepoys do not 
always appear to have been fent cxprcfsly to any particular Town or Village, but generally to a 
Pergunnali to procure Grain •, for there arc many Inftanccs where the Village has been fpared, on 
the Inhabitants giving a fmall pecuniary Confideration to the Sepoys. 

“ The Pergunnahs in Sircar Gauzipore feem to have been divided betwixt the Two Stations in 
the following Manner. 

Mohamudabad, 

Gurrah, 

Dcmah, 

Bclliah, 

Copah, 

Luckneffar, 

Khorced, 

Sccundcrpore, 

Chounrah, 

Zamaniah. 


Buxar 


Gauzipore 


f Havillcy Gauzipore, 
I Zehourabad, 

J Pachouter, 

] Curudah, 
Zheddiabad, 
Bcerabad. 


“ Many of the Aumils of Gauzipore have complained to me that their Rayotts prefer Complaints 
againft them to the Officers of the Military Stations on Matters of Revenue, and thefe Complaints 
arc often tollowecl by Perwannahs ordering the Aumil upon the Subjeft, the Contents of which Per- 
wannahs are made known to the Rayotts. In the Zemindary of Benares no Perfon can dircfl an 
Aumil in the Mofuffill Bufinefs of the Country, who is not himfclf well informed of the particular 
Ul'ageofeach Pergunnah. The Queftions betwixt Aumil and Rayott arc often of a complex 
Nature, involved in old Cuftoms and technical Terms, and never can be underftood by the Repre- 
fentations of One Party only. 

“ But this is not the foie Detriment. This Country has long been fubjefted to one Authority. 
The Natives do not underftand Subdivifions of Power ; nor can the Bufinefs of the Revenue ever 
be conduced well, if the Country is fubjefted to different Jurifditffions. That Clals of the Inha- 
bitants of this Country on which the public Revenue depends, the Rayotts, cannot judge how lar 
pofitive Authority is connefted with official Station •, they generally confider the Marks of Authority, 
when they appear as proceeding from a Power regularly authorifed to enforce Obedience to n* 
own Adis. 

‘‘ I am, Sir, 

“ Gauzipore, “ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

20ih April 1784. Signed John Bcnn, Afliftant.” 


“ P. S. The Price paid at the Military Stations would, in a plentiful Year, be a high Price* 
This Year all Kinds of Grain fell at more than double the ufual Price.’* 

Pcfgunflxh 



Rice — 

Barley — 

Dann — • 

Caughun 
Marh — 


M"* 

2 32 
50 3 

6 — 
8 — 
1 — 
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Pergunnah Mohmudabad. 
Village Biraum. 


at 14 Surs per Rupee 
16 1> 

20 D* D" 

20 D" D** 

18 D" 


Maunds 67 35 — 
Paid to Rerpadofs — 


Price agreeable to the Pergunnah Rate 
Paid to the Owner of the Grain at the Station of ] , jxar — . 

Difference betwixt the Price current of the Pergunnah and Price paid| 
for the Grain at the Buxar Station — ^ 




7 

15 

9 

'25 

L2 

3 

—— 

16 


- ■■ - 

2 

3 

6 

163 

2 

6 

3 

165 

6 

3 

64 

1 1 


100 

— 

— 


Rice 

Wheat 

Grain 

Marh 

Dali 

Barley 


Pergunnah Bicrabad, 

Village Bierabad. 

5 32 — at 16 Surs per Rupee 
7 16 ~ 20 D“ D- 

7 36 — 22 D' D® 

19 36 -- 24 D" D* 

8 8 — 20 IP D” 

39 4 — 24 D» D" 


For the Sepoys delivered to Moonferam Havildar, including Tobacco, Ghee, 
Grain, Sec, — — 


Price offered by the Cutwal at the Gauzipore Station, Name Dutram — 
Difference betwixt the Price of the Purgunnah and that offered by the Cutwal 


14 

8 

— 

H 

12 

9 

14 

5 

9 

33 

2 

b 

13 

I 

9 

65 

2 

6 

•55 

I 

3 

5 

5 

6 

1 60 

6 

9 

95 

— - 





The Owner of this Grain refufed either to receive the Price offered, or to fign a Razynamah. 

Purgunnah Havillcy Gauzipore. 

Village Lawah Khas Rus. 


Wheat 
Rice, fine 
D°. coarfe 
Tow or Barley 
Grain 
Marh 
Dali 


« 

m 


— 

12 

20 

— 

at 15 

Surs 

per Rupee 


2 

20 

MM 

•3 

D” 

D“ 

MM 

1 

16 

4 

•5 

D» 

D" 


68 

^3 

12 

18 

D“ 

D" 


— 33 

7 

~ 3 

— 152 


5 
1 1 
12 


Duftore — . 

Talbanah — 

For the Sepoys Viftuals 


Price agreeable to the Purgunnah — 
Paid to Puraud Sing Havildar Salam. 

— — — — 3 II 


Weight and Price agreeable to the Military Bazar at Gauzipore. 

.p. — 10 — — at 25 Surs per Rupee 

Kicc, hne and coarfe ~ 3 5 — 20 D° D° 

Barley 


Grain 

Marh 

Dali 


•< 

* 


— 55 35 — 


30 D* 


D’ 


Price agreeable to the Gauzipore Bazar — . 

Difference betwixt the Price Current of the Pergunnah, and the Price paid 
at the Gauzipore Bazar „ 


•97 

3 — 

9 

15 — 

— 16 

— 6 

4 — 

~ 73 

3 — 


95 7 — 

101 14 

Then 
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Then Lieutenant Colonel THOMi^GARDNER Was called in j and, being fwom, 
was examined as follows : ^ ’ 

Qi How long, and in what Capacity, have you refided in the Eaft Indies ? 

A. Seventeen Years arid in Half, as an Ofliter in the Army. 

When did ypu leave itf 

A. In January 1784. _ „ . 

In what Part of India did you tefide during the latter Part of the Time you vrere in that 
Couivry ? ■ ■■ 

A. I rcfided feveral Years at Chunargur. - - >. 

You do not recolleft exadly how many ? 

A. I do not i I was- for fome Time down at Calcu^a j but I believe altogether Five or Six 
Tears. , ..... - . , 

How far is Chunargur from the City of Benares ? 

A. About Fifteen Miles. ■ * ■ ■ , ' ; 

FJad you any Reafon to think, from your owii Obl^rvatTOfts during fhi Tiriid df your Reft, 
dcnce there, that Property was well or ill protcdled in the Province of Benares ? 

A. I had no Kealon to think otherwife than that k was irell protedled. 

Did the People feem attached to their Native Government f 

A. They did. , , . [ 

Whether you have made frequent Excurfions into the Province, and-havc been often at the 

City of Benares ? — 

A. I haVe. * > . 

Have, other Englilh C^fficers been in thf fame Citc^ft^nccs ^ „ 7 ] 

A. Many. . ' ‘ 

. (^'Havc you, or, to your Knowledge, have they been infultcd, or fuffered any Violence, in 
any of your Excurfiohs into the Country ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge } I never heard but of One InAance. 

Statj! t|iat Inftance ? 

A. There was an Officer, pr, Cadet,. 1 . don’.t I^now, which but. he fent his Servants on Shore to 

f et fome Milk, and fome Dillurbancc arofc he went out to affift his Servants, and received fome 
lurt upon his Head. ■ , ..'i , ■ 

Qt In your Excurfions did you experience Civilities ?, 

A. Yes. 

Did you obferve that Benart.s Was infefted by Rdbbcfsr and Murderers more than any other 
Parts of India that you have feen ? , 

A. I believe not. 

}Vas you petfonally acquainted with Cheit Sing? 

A- ^ . . ' . < 1 . 

ILkI you any Opportunity of remarking whether he was of a violent and enicrptifing Dif- 
pofition ? _ ■ ■ . . I , . 

A. I have been frequently in his Company, have played at Chefs with him> and been in his 
lloufe, and never faw any Marks of a violent Difpofition. 

Q. What was his Difpofition, as far as you had an Opportunity to know it ? 

A. He was gentle in his Manners, and polite. 

Mad you obferved, previous to Augull 1781, any Thing in the Conduft of Cheit Sing 
wliich indicated a .DifpQfitioq to fubvert the Authority of the Eaft fndia pompany^ and to erc« 
his own Imicpcndcncc on thejr Ruin ? 

A. 1 had not. .'.,■■■■■ , , 

Was you ever informed that ht Was coHefting er preparing any Provifion for an ope* 
Revolt? ' *- u c - , ; 

A. Never. 

Q. Did' you ever hear any of the (Ahcr Officers atdmnatrexpfcfs any -Apprehenfion of th** 
Kind ? 

A. Never. 

Was you at When Mr* Haflinga arrived there f 
A. 4 was. 

Q. At 


6 



( 349 ) 

Q. At what Time djd he arrive ? 

A. On the 14th of Auguft 1781. 

that indicated aDeHgn to attack Mr H.ftin-. * 
his Road to that Place? ® Haftjngs in 

A. Not that came to my Knowledge. 

Was you with him on the Road ? 

A. No, I was at Benares. 

At Benares you faw no Difpofuions that were menacing ? 

A. I went to fee him upon his Arrival. “ 

a Didyou hearany Expreffions amongft thofc who attended Mr. Raftings, that they acore 
bended any Dcfign was entertained of attackine him ? ® ®PPtc* 

A. 1 did not. 

0^ You was at Benares the Day on which Cheyt Sing was ordered to be arrefted ? 

J\,t 1 W^* 

Where was the Rajah when he was arrefted ? 

A. I underftood he was at Shewaliah Gaut. 

Q, Whether it is your Opinion, from the beft Accounts you could colleft, and the Obfervations 

A. I believe it was a fudden Affray. 

What was your Opportunity of obferving it ? 

wafinlhc Town.''’"^^^°““"“^ Opinions I 

How far from Shewalla Gaut ? 

A. About a Mile and an Half. 

When did you firft hear of the Riot ? 

,1 ? *if P®'’h®P* * Couple of Hours after he was put under Arreft, I was not 

there at the firft firing of the Sepoys. We heard they were colledling, 

a How foon did you come to the Place where the Riot had been, after it had begun ? 

^‘a ["•* that Mr. Haftings was, but in a Houfe 

connefted with ir, and dined with Mr. Haftings the fame Day the Intelligence was brought 
of the Troops being cut off, and the Commanding Officers killed ? ^ 

Is it that Time you fpeak of then ? 

A. Yes i it is Matter -of Opinion. 

Defigntocut off Mr. Haftings, and the People 
Who ware with him, would it not have been in his Power after that Event ? ^ 

A. I think It would. 

^ Was you with Mr. Haftings at the Time ? 

A. Yes. 

the^iot*?^ Haftings expreffed any Apprehenfions of a Defign upon him before the Event of 
A. Not that I know of. 

fig^bcforc^that^^em ? Military made to provide againft the Execution of that De- 

ing^'s Arrival tbere”^' cx«pt the Battalion of Sepoys ordered down to Benares to wait Mr Halt- 

^ w/hih Haftings retire after the Tumult, on the fame Day or afterwards ? 

vve did not quit the Houfe. 

^ How long did he continue in it before he quitted it ? 

A. four or Five Days. 

^ To what Place did he retire after he left the Houfe? 

^OLnunargur. 

^ W^were ^ attacked after the Tumulf, and before they retired to Chunagur ? 

^ I^*id|'Twas M^EngiSc^^ that was employed againft the Rajah Cheyt Sing’s People ? 


Q, Was 
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Q. Was there any Thing in the Force they had to encounter that indicated a long premeditated 
De^n to make War on the Eaft Indj^ompany ? 

A. It is hard for me to anfwer thaU^eftion. I do not know there was i but I caftn« be po- 
fitive there was not. 

Whether the Force was fo prepared and fo trained as to be beyond th« ordinary Eftablilh- 
ment of the Rajah? 

A. They were under Cover of a Breaft-work and the Fort, and we could not fee them : We 
could only fee them at a Diftance. 

a It did not afford you the Opportunity required ? 

A. No. 

<\ Did you ever make any Attack upon any of the Rajah’s Forces ? 

Al I erefted the Forts againft Fcteeta and Bidjeygur. 

Ck Do you know whether the Fort of Bidjeygur was defended by any regular nulitary Governor, 
or pjoper military Eftablilhmcnt? 

A. 1 believe the Rajah’s Mother commanded in the Fort, and gave her Dire&ions to the 
Buxey. 

Was there any Military Force to proteft the Rajah’s Mother ? 

A. They fired on us frequently. 

Was there a formed Military Eftablilhment before? 

A. They always kept a Garrifon in Bidjeygur. 

Q. Of what Numbers did the Garrifon confift, and of what Species of Troops, Engineers, or 
Artillery ? 

A. I believe there were about 700 Men who aded as Artillery, becaufe their Guns fired upoo 
us frequently, and killed feveral of our Men. ♦ 

Had you any Opportunity of making any Obfervation upon the Cannon and other Stores 
taken in the Fort ? 

A. Not till many Months after we got Poffeflion of the Fort. 

At lengtii you had ? 

A. I got a fevere Illnefs at the Batteries during the Siege of Bidgegur, which I did not recover 
of fufficicntly for many Months, I fuppofc Seven or Eight Months j at the End of that Time I 
went to take a Plan of the Garrifon myfelf. 

<y Were there any Remains of the fame Guns or Stores which had been there during the Time 
of tlie Siege ? 

A. The Guns, I believe, were all there, or moft of them. 

Q. What Number of Guns ? 

A. I do not recoiled the Number of Guns. 

What Obfervations you made upon the Quality of the Guns, and the Nature of the 
Stores ? , 

A. The Guns were old, and ill mounted. 

The Stores were hardly remaining, I fuppofc ? 

A. No} I believe the Stores were removed. 

Q. Do you know whether there were or were not any Cannon removed from Bidjegur before 
3 u law it ? 


A. I do not know that there was, for a Certainty i I have fome Notion that the Cannon they 
took from us at Ramnagur was there, and had been removed •, I believe it was, but I am not 
certain. 

In what Light was Cheit Sing confidered by his Subjeds in the Country in general, whethet 
as aKenter, or as an Independent Prince ? 

A. I believe his Subjeds looked upon him as perfedly Independent : They knew he was de- 
pendent upon our Government, but he had the Power of Life and Death over them. 

Whether he was a Prince beloved and efteemed by his Subjeds ? 

A. I believe he was liked very well. 

Q. Whether you know of any Application from Cheit Sing to Mr. Haftings at any Time before 
Mr/Haftings retired from Benares? 

A. I underftand there were Applications made. 

But you know nothing of them yourfelf ? 

A. I know nothing of them myfelf. 
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Q. Do you know of -any Application made by Cheit Sing to any other Perfon ? 
ytT Not by Cheit Sing himfclf— he was upon the oppofuc Side of the River. 

Q, Or by any Perfon commiflioned by him ? 

^ There was a Man, named Govind Ram, applied to me to requeft I would intercede with Mr. 
Markham in favour of Cheit Sing. 

<y Was Govind Ram in the Service of Cheit Sing before ? 

^ He was a Gentleman that rcfided at Benares. 

(X When was that Application made ? 

aT I believe it was the Second Day after the Affair of Shewallah Gaut.' 


<V And before Mr. Haftings retired ? 
a: Yes.. 


Whether you had any Reafon to doubt that that Application was made under the Authority 

of Cheit Sing? , l a i- • 

A. I imagine he was written to by fome Perfon about Cheit Sing to make the Application. 

Qj^ The Application was made to you pcrfonally ? 

A. To me pcrfonally. 

Q. Was the Application reprefented as an Application by fome Perfon from Cheit Sing, or as an 

A^ication warranted by Cheit Sing ? , r ■ e.- 

A. He did notexprefsit particularly— he requcflcd I would intercede for Cheit Sing, and faid 
he was ready to fubmit to any Terms Mr. Haftings would pleafe to impofe. 

Q. Did you communicate this Application to Mr. Markham ? 

A. I did. 


Q. • What Anfwer did Mr. Markham make to it ? 

A. Mr.»Markham afked me how I could think of interceding as a Friend for the Murderer of 
my Friend Stalker, meaning Lieutenant Stalker, who was killed at Shewallah Ghaut. 

Did he refufc to communicate it to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. He did. 


Q. Did he aflign any Reafon for not doing it ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Bcfides that you have mentioned ? 

A. He did j he faid that Mr. Haftings could not pardon Cheit Sing, his Crime was fo great. 

Q. I wifh the Witnefs may be dcfired to ftate, as particularly as he can, what Anfwer Mr. Mark- 
ham gave, and what his Reafons were •, and what particular Crime Cheit Sing was guilty of that was 
fo enormous he could not expe£t a Pardon ? Do you know any other Particulars or Mr. Markham’s 
Anfwer. 

A. He did not ftate any other Particulars. 

Q. Did you inform Govind Ram of this Refufal f 
A. 1 did. 


Q. Did he make any other Applications ? r l • u 

A. He frequently in Converfation wilhed that fomething might be done for the Rajah. 

0. Did you, in Confcqucnce of that, make any Application to Mr. Haftings or Mr. Markham ? 
A. No. 

Did you ever communicate with Mr. Haftings at all ? 

A. I did not. 

Did any other Perfon ever apply to you bcfides Govind Ram ? 

A. Not that I recolleft. 

Arc you of Opinion, that in cafe this Offer had been accepted, Mr. Haftings might, without 
Bloodlhed, have obtained a Sum of Money ? 

A. 1 believe he might. 

To any confiderablc Amount ? ,,.«/• t u..r 

A, The Rajah, I believe, ftood very much in awe of Mr. Haftings •, and his Pretence, 1 ociieve, 
would have compelled him to any moderate Terms he might have propofed. 

Q. What do you mean by modcMte Terms ? . • . u 

A. 1 fuppofe if Mr. Haftings had atked Ten Lacks, ht would have given it to have been re- 
conciled. 

This 
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This you fpeak to as Matter of Opinion ? 

A. It is all Matter of Opinion. 

Whether you think the Prefence o^«lr. Haftings alone, without any Violence orScycthy, 
would have induced Cheit Sing to fubmit to thofe Terms you alluded to ? 

A. 1 do think he would readily have given Ten Lacks to have made his Peace with Mr. 
Haftings. 

Arc you of Opinion, if thefe Terms had been accepted that Bloodfticd would have been 
prevented ? 

A. I believe it would. 

Was there any Thing that appeared to you, at the Time Mr. Haftings arrived at Benares, 
to indicate a ftrong perlonal Animoftty in Mr. Haftings againft Cheyt Sing ? 

A. There did not. . • 

O. Wh.it Impreftion did the Conduft of Mr. Haftings towards Cheyt Sing make upon your 
Miiul ? 

A. 1 I'uppofc Mr. Haftings’s ordering the Rajah under Arreft, was in confcquence of his having 
received fome Iccret Information that Cheyt Sing was carrying on a feerct Corrcfpondencc with our 
Enemies ; it ftruck me in that Light. 

Are you inclined to fuppofc that, from the Severity of the Meafurcs that Mr. Haftings ufed 
towards Cheyt Sing, or from any other Circumftance ? 

A. From his ordeiing him under Arreft after his Arrival, without receiving the complimentary 
Vifit from Cheyt Sing. 

CC Was he not by the Arreft difgraccd and dilhonoured in the Eyes of the Country ? 

A. Yes, I think he was. 

Do you think, that after the Arreft he would have been able, fuppofing him to have been 
left in his Government, to have adminillcrcd his Government, and colledlcd the Revenue as well 
as before ? 

A. I Ihould not think he would have been refpefted as much as he was before •, but he could 
have collcftctl the Revenues, becaufc he could have ufed Force } but he could not have done it by 
any other Means. 

He could have collefted the Revenues, becaufe he could have ufed Force ; but he would 
not have been lb much rel'pefted as before ? 

A. Yes. 

Suppofing the obtaining a Sum of Money to have been Mr. Haftings's Objefl, and not a 
Dcfign of punilhing Cheyt Sing for a Corrcfpondencc inimical to the Englilh Government, do 
you think the Arreft w.as neccll'ary to force the Payment? 

A. I do think it might have been done without the Arreft i but Cheyt Sing would certainly 
have made Difficulties if the Sum had been large. 

Did you ever hear what the Amount of the Fine was that Mr. Haftings propofed to levy ? 

A. Never, till 1 read it in Mr. Haftings’s Narrative. 

Q. Do you think that Cheyt Sing would have refilled the Payment of that Fine, and that it 
could not have been levied by any other than forcible Means ? 

A. I tliink Cheyt Sing would have objefted to it, and ftarted many Difficulties, if it amounted 
to fo great a Sum as F'ifty L,acks of Rupees. 

Would he have oppofed it by Force ? 

A. 1 do not think he would. 

(from a Lord) If you know what the State of Cheyt Sing’s Force was at that Time, namely 
upon the 1 4 th of Auguft ? 

A. I do not. 

The Counfel were alkcd if they wiflied to put any Queftions to the Witnefs. 

(from the Counfel.) Whether your Refidence, though you might be fometimes in the Coun- 
try, w.'is not principally confined to Chunargur I 

A. It was principally confined to Chunargur. 

Principally? 

A. It was. 

But you made Excurfions in other Parts of the Country ? 

A. I did upon Hunting Parties and Shooting Parties. 


Whether 



( 353 ) 

Whether there might not have been frequent Attemots bv Chevt <;in» - • • 

>“ ■'''/■"■s'- 

A. No Doubt there might in a Traft of Country fo very large. 

f„^AT.SJ and Wh«h.r 

A. I know of his adding a Baftion to Ramnagur, or fomc Works to Ramnagur. 

Q, When was that added i 

A. It had been doing for fome Years. 

How many Years i 

A. Two or llirec, I believe i I don’t immediately recoiled. 

Whether fome Alterations had not been made about Patceta ? 

A. Juft at the Time of the Infurredion there was. 


Before the 14th of Auguft ? 

A. No, I believe notj I never heard that it 


was then. 


Qj_ At what Time did you underftand they were made f ' 

A. Immediately after the infurredion. 

Q. That was the 14th of AuguA ? 

A. Immediately after. 

What was the Nature of the Alterations f 
A. They threw up a Breaft-work. 

EnU,gem„ « 

A. I believe not— not that I know of. 

dcJ^.S.S/prio^.o"?: ,4Thof <•«"’ ■!>' 

he was very much diflatisfied upon the additional De 

■'“ *“ »"• « in 

J Ycrtkf were!'’*' Thing like Difaffedion ? 

Ofobferving,hes.or« found i» ,hn Fort cfChcitSing, 

A. Not for many Months after. I anfwered that (^eftion before. 

Qi When did you fee them ? 


% j^h^hcr you faw the Supply of Stores fent by Colonel Blair ? *' 

o' T w“‘' / 'i" S"'""'*'' Of BWgngur. 

Sl„g> ,.ig. ronflt 

A. boojaun Sing was of a violent Temper, I believe. 
l«i??rS Chtit Sing my much intruhed to that Brother, efpecially after the 

W"^.hl DW^rof >«■ • Wnve he took upon 

a ° hefore or after the Infurredion ? 

At all Times, before .and after} all Matters. 

^ What Sort of Matters ? 

A Ik Military or Civil Government? 

wlievc in all Matters whatfoever in the Affairs of Government 

I don’t know that he was. 
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Q. At the Time of the Application the Witnefa has fpoken to, which he comnounicated to 
MrTMarkhifn, was not Cheit Sing cijg«^ed in open Rebellion, and oppofing our Troops in the 
Field ? Do you know the Time when Govind Ram did make his Application ? 

A. I believe it was the Second Day after the Int'urrefiion. 

Where was Cheit Sing at that Time ? Was he at the Head of the Army in Rebellion ? 
A. He was at Ramnegur, on the oppofitc Side of the Ganges. 

Had he any Forces under him ? 

A. He was collcdting Forces •, he had collefted a great Number. 

You don’t know how many he had with him at the Time ? 

A. No, I cannot tell. 

Q. Do you know any Thing of the Murder of an European of the Name of Hooper ? 

A. Mr. Haftings fent to me in the Morning of the Day before we left Benares, to know my 
Opinion refpeding the Bombardment of Ramnegur : I gave it as my Opinion, the oppolitc Bank 
would be the propereft Situation to ereft Mortar Batteries. I reprefented it was better there than 
any where elfe ; I reprefented it fo to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Haftings faid, he thought the 
Diftance was too great. I told him, I could not be exaft in the Diftance, but I thought it fuffi. 
ciently near to erctft a Mortar Battery oppofitc Ramnegur-, but I would go op in the Af- 
ternoon, and examine it more particularly. In the Atternoon I went to the Spot : Shortly 
after my Arrival there, I faw a Budgerow and a large Boat coming down with the Cur- 
rent very quick; it was in the Height of the Rains, and they were coming down very 
quick. As loon as the Boats were feen from the Fort of Ramnegur, 1 obferved the 
People at the Ghaut, the Place where the Boats were in the Harlwur, a Kind of 
Gut at Ramnagur, in Motion, and getting aboard the Boats with great Expedition. In Ihorr, 
they afterwards put Boats off with armed Men, and boarded the Budgerow and Boat j many 
of thern were with drawn Sabres in their Hands : Several of the People in tlie Boat jumped over- 
board into the Ganges. There were fome Boats belonging to myfclf at a little Village hard by; 
Plcafure Boats, Two Boats-, I rundown, and ordered them to put off immediately, and take up 
as many of the Men as they could. They brought alhorc Eleven of them, to the belt of my Recol. 
legion -, they were moft of them wounded Sepoys that had been wounded in the Morning of that 
Day, in the Aftion at Ramnegur, where Captain Mayaffre commanded, and informed me of 
Captain Mayaffre and Captain Doxey being killed, and the Detachment being defeated. They 
were Men who were in the Aftion, and were wounded, and put on Board the Boats. The Bud- 
gerow belonged to an European Merchant who had been up the Country with a Brigade on the 
Country Station, and was returning to Calcutta, and Cheit Sing’s People had cut then? off: They 
had killed all that they found on Board, amongft the Reft was this Merchant, Mr. Hooper. 

Q. As the Witnefs has been afleed refpefting the Charaftcr of different Perfons, I would wiih 
to put the fame Queftion to him refpefting the Charader of Mr. Haftings, as to Temper and 
Difpofition ? * 

A. I believe there is not a more amiable private Charafter in any Country than Mr. Haftings. 

You have faid the Country of Benares was of fuch Extent, it might have been poftible for 
Cheit Sing to have made Preparations for Rebellion, and made Excurllons into the Country, without 
your knowing it. I wilh to know whether any Preparations of this Sort had been carried on in 
the City oF Benares or at Ramnagur, without your Knowledge ? 

A. 1 believe, if any confiderable Preparations were made, they would have come to my Know- 
ledge. ' 

Either at Ramnagur or Benares ? 

A. Yes. 

1 he Witnefs ftated that the Boat in which Mr. Hooper was, who was murdered, contained 
fome Sepoys that were wounded, belonging to the Detachment of Captain Mayaffre ; I wi(h to 
know whether Captain Mayaffre had not attacked Ramnagur that Morning ? 

A. The Sepoys I picked up informed me, he had that Morning attacked Ramnagur, and was 
killed. 

You mean the Sepoys that were wounded in the Aftion with Captain Mayaffre I 
A. Yes. 

. Qi (from a Lord.) The Witnefs has faid, Cheyt Sing had made fome Addition to the Fortifica- 
tion, and raifed a Breaft-work ; I wilh to know whether thele Additions or that Breaft-work had 
occafioned any Alarm i n the Englilh Government ? 

A. I never heard the Addition to Ramnagur made any Alarm«—thofe at Paiceca were made aftef 
the Infurreftion. 


Tlien no Additions previous to the Infurreflion had given any Alarm to the firitilh Govern- 
ment r 

A. I believe not. 


« 


Q,U 
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q. If anj Al«m or any J«lo»fy had Iwnconaivcd from aoy fuch Works, Oiould yoo. a, 
Ejguwt .ho was 6 rioar as fifttCT Miles or left to Ramnagor, been applied to on the Sgbirft » 

A I belieye If it had gi«n any Alarm to the Governmeng^t would have been mwie known to me 
as Engineer in that Part of the Country. ^ ™ 

You was Chief Engineer there } 
aT I was. 

Djd you yourfelf, as a Soldier, conceive any Alarm from what you heard of at Ramnagur or 
A. I did not. 

q. (Jrma Urd,) Whether you confidercd the Affray that happened at Shcwallali as the Confc 
quence of the Arreft of Cheyt Sing ? me <„unic. 

A. I did. 

(I (h a Jf Attempts appeared to you to have been made by Cheyt Sing to eftablilh his 
Independence, would it have been prudent for Mr. Haftings to have proceeded to Benares in the 
Manner he did^ without a Force fufficient to repel fuch Attempts ? 

wsn^isd^^ii hiSll^Sln " 


informed theHoufe, theyfhould call no more 

Witncfles upon this Article. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die P^eneris, 11° jiprilis i7b». 


T H fi Lords b«mg in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, ind the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons they might proceed. 

Then Mr. Anftruther was heard, to fum up the Evidence upon the firft Article.— 
And having finiflied, 

The Houfe direfted Mr. BENN to be called in again : and being called in accord- 
ingly, he was examined as follows. 

Q. (from a Leri.) The Witnefs was afked Ycftcrday, whether, from the peculiar Manners of 
the People of Hindoftan, an Arreft was not confidered as more difgraceful there upon the Perfon 
arrcited than it is in any other Country ; and his Anfwer, as I rccolledt, was, that he looked upon 
it as difgraceful in any Country. Am I right in faying that was your Anfwer ? 

A. 1 believe it was. 

I will now put the (^eftion in a different Manner. — Are you not of Opinion that 
Mr. Haftings’s arrefting Cheit Sing muft have appeared to the Subjedts of Cheit Sing and the 
People of Hindoftan as a Stigma of great Difgrace r 
A. Noj I did notconfider the Arreft of him as a Stigma of great Difgrace. If I may be per- 
mitted, I will ftate what I think of Arrefts in general.— In India there are two Sets of Men to 
whom Arrefts would be difgraceful : the Firft is a Military Man > the other, a Merchant.— In 
Calcs of Revenue, Arrefts are very common. 

(from a Lord.) As a Bramin or High Prieft, looking upon him in that facred Light, whether 
an Arreft of him, in that Situation, would not be looked upon by the Hindoos as a peculiar 
Difgrace ? 

A. I think upon a Bramin it would. 

Was not Cheit Sing a Bramin ? 

A. If you will give me Leave I will explain what Cheit Sing was.— He was the Son of a 
Mufful Woman, he was not a Bramin ; by that Circumftancc, he was not a Man of what the 
Hindoos call the High Caft among them : All I meant to fay was, the Rule which applied to the 
Bramins or People of a High Caft in India did not apply to Rajah Cheit Sing. 

CX Whether, fuppfing him a Sovereign Prince, the Arreft upon a Perfon of fuch a Defeription 
would not be regarded by the Manners of that Country as a particular Difgrace f 
A. It would be regarded as a Circumftancc IclTening the Authority of a Sovereign Prince. 

Whether the Mode of Puniftiment that was inilidled upon Doorgbidjey Sing of depriving 
him of his Hooka would be confidered, according to the Manners of the People of that Country^ 
as a perfonal Difgrace ? 

A. No, it would not. 

State your Reafon. 

A. I am afleed, whether, agreeable to my Senfe of the Manners of that Country, it would be 
confidered as a Difgrace. — From my Senfe of the Manners of that Country, I think it would not 
be confidered as a particular Difgrace. 

What were the Offences that Doorgbidjey Sing had committed, for which he was imprifoned 
and treated in the Manner you have reprefented ? 

A. A large Balance was due to the Eaft India Company his firft Imprifonment was for that 
Sum of Money due to the Eaft India Company. 

Was there any other Occafion for his fecond Confinement ? 

A. That Sum not being liquidated There is an Account here I believe that perhaps would 
ftate the Matter more clearly than I can from Recollection, or at Icaft I could ftate it more clearly 
If I faw that Account. 

fipA^ general C^eftion put to you is. Whether, upon your Recollection of the Caufes of the 
ntft and fccond Imprifonment, that was a Puoilhment too fevere in proportion to thofe Caufes, 
•ccording to the Rules and Cuftoms of that Country ? 

A. No ) I do not think it was. 

4 X Do 
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(V Do yoo think he dcfervcd Death thofe Offences ? 

A No } certainly not. , - . « i j . 

j ft k., ,U0 vjnrA Zemindar ? Do you underftand a Zemindar to be a 
^ rn^iea a rnsal, Ren. .0 .he Gtea. 

I underftand it to be generally a PoffelTor of Land, 
n Is there any Difference in the Opinion of the Natives between a great and powerful Zemmdar 

or aTmaller Zemindar? nu... r«.antrv 

A. The fame Difference as m every other Country. 

Q. The Queftion meant to be put is. Whether in the Nature of the Tenure there u a Difference 

between a great Zemindar and a fmall one ? 

A. No, 1 believe not •, there is none that I know of. 

a (from a Lord.) Whether when Rents or Revenues fall in Arrcar, perfonal Arrefts are not 
th^rdinary Procefs for compelling Payment ? 

^ Whether tl^c Deprivation of the Hooka is not commonly the firft Mode ufed to enforce 

^’TTdL't believe it is at all a general one 5 it is a little Hardlhip. perhaps ftmilar to depriving 
a Gentleman of his Snuffbox in England. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

Then the Houfe direfted Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gardner to be again called j 
and being called accordingly, he was afleed, 

Q Whether Govind Ram was efteemed a Man of Confcquence at Benares? 

A. He was a Man of genteel Family and Conneftions. 

Q. Was he a Man of Charafter ? _ , . 

a: I never heard any Thing againft his Characler 5 I believe he was. 

O If Mr Haftines had Rcafon to believe Refiftance from Cheyt Sing was intended, do you not 
.l,i^ Ca“ oush< .ThaJcLn ..ken .ha. .he Sepoy. IhooU h.« been fopphed w..h Ammo- 

"'‘i?," Moll onSoobKdIy , bo. .ha. waa .he Duly of .he railtey Office, not mine, b. take 
care of, 

The Witnefs was direfled to withdraw. 

Then Mr. Burke was heard to obferve upon the Evidence laft given j and having 
finillicd, 


The Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mortis, 15° jiprilis 1788. 


T H E Lords b«ng in th«r Places, the Houfe refumcd, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, Mr. Adam was heard to open 
the Second Article of the Charge in Part. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


Die Mercufij^ ifio Jprilis 1788. 

T he Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made,, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, Mr. Pelham was heard to open 
the Remainder of the Second Article, and to obferve upon the Defendant's Anfwer 
thereto. 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that they Ihould proceed to call their 
Evidence in Support of the faid Second Article ; Previous to which they begged leave 
to obferve, that it was not their Intention upon this Article to coniine the Evidence 
to the precife Order of the Allegations in the Charge. 

They fur ther Hated, that in refpedl to the oral Evidence to be adduced Upon the faid 
Article, it was not their Intention always to examine a Witnefs who was called, to the 
Whole of the faid Article of the Charge, but to fuch Parts only to which they Hiould 
have already produced written Evidence, in Corroboration of the fame, without Pre- 
judice to the Counfel for the Defendant examining fuch Witnefs to the Whole of 
the Charge, if they Ihould think proper j except as to Qne Witnefs, whofe Situation 
made it requifite for him to be examined as early as poflible, he being about to proceed 
to India by the next Ships.— —They would therefore only firft prove a Paper circu- 
lated, printed, and publifhed, by the Order of Mr. Haftings, in the Lobby of the 
Houfe of Commons, purporting to be a Second Defence relative to the Article now 
under Confideration •, and then they would proceed to call the Witnefs before mentioned. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired the Managers for the Commons to favour 
them with the faid Paper, and that if it was publifhed by the Defendant it fhould be 
acknowledged by him.— -The Paper was accordingly delivered by the Managers of the 
Commons to the Counfel for the Defendant, and by them (hewn to the Defendant. 

Then the Counfel were afked by the Houfe, Whether they admitted that the Paper 
produced was a Paper proceeding from Mr. Haftings f 

The Counfel for the Defendant admitted that the faid Paper did proceed from the 
Defendant, but not with the Explanation given by the Managers, that it was printed, 
publifhed, and circulated by him, or by his Order, in the Lobby of the Houfe of 
Commons, and delivered to the Members as fuch. 

The Managers for the Commons replied, that the Houfe would be fatisfied that tlie 
Explanation was correft, by the Evidence of a Witnefs that they would proceed to call. 

Accordingly they defired that MAJOR JOHN SCOTT might be called; who ap- 
pearing at the Bar, was fworn. 

Then the following Paper was fhewn him. 


“ The 
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“ The Real State of the Faffs contained in the Fourth Article of Mr. Burke s Charge, diverted of 
all the extraneous Matter jj^^arhich they are enveloped, may be comprized in the fol, 
lowing [)lam Recital. 

“ Tlv> Nab ib of Oude, by the Privation of a confiderable Part of his Patrimonial Eftate, and 
the F.tilaroeincnt (-t his Subfidy, was reduced to great and very early Diftrefs. This I repeatedly 
nrcdiard at the Time that the Majority which conftituted the efficient Government of Bengal in 
1 7-r forced f.om the Nabob thole Conditions of the Treaty concluded with him. From the fame 
Comtes his Army which was enormous, became difaffiraed, refraftory, and mutinous, fo as at 
'l imes to endanger his IVrfon; becaufe he had not the Means of paying their growing Arrears, nor 
of lloppina the Evil by dilbanding them. 'I'his threw him of courfc on the EngUlh Power for his 
Protcdlion ; ami I'o far only was be dependent on it. Befidcs thefe PrefTures, the Nabob Sujah 
Dowlah let'c him encumbered with a Debt arifing from recent Engagements with the Company} 
and liis Trcaliiry, which mi”ht have fufficed to anfwcr the adual Demands upon the Son, excluded 
from his Reach by the previous Charge of it, having been committed to Bhow Begum, the Wife 
of the deceafed Nabob, who tenaciourty retained them as her Property, nor in the Wane of his 
Authority, the relaxed Obedience ol all Orders of his Subjefts, and the Novelty of Diminion, 
oiHTatiii'' upon a Mind naturafly weak, and unfertile of Rcfourccs, durll he reclaim them when he 
rniirht. °By this Forbearance the Begum acquired the Conftruftion of an allowed Right, of which 
file was of a 'I'cmper to avail hcrfelf in its fulleft Extent. As Ihe lived at a Diftance from her Son, 
in the City which was her late Hufband’s Capital, and over which (he had obtained an habitual 
Inllueiue, this leireiied the Means of Conciliation with her Son, and gave Confidence to her 
Ulurpations. Mer Stepmother, the Mother of the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, who is belt known by 
the Appellation of the Old Regum, a Woman of a high and uncontrolable Spirit, lived in the fame 
Ne -hbourhocKl, and always made common Caufc with the Younger Begum of every Difpute in 
which tlie latter was engaged with her Son. Nor were tbcfc, though weak Women, unformi- 
dable Adverlancs •, for they had the City at their Devotion ; their perfonal Wealth, and the Income 
of their Ja'^hires, enabled them to keep up numerous Bands of armed Attendants •, and an obdurate 
Perfeveranee, fultaincd by the Habit of long Indulgence, and the Confcioulhcfs of the Security which 
they derived from the Delicacy of Oriental Manners, more than ferved them in the Stead of manly 

^^‘‘"^Such was the relative State of the Nabob Aflulph ul Dowlah and the Begums at the Time of 
his Acailion to the Suhahlhip in February 1775. 

“ Though the Nabob dared not openly to reclaim his Treafurcs, he had at various Times 
obtained iiiiall Sums fiom the Begum upon Loan, amounting altogether to Twenty-fix Lacks of 
Rupees : But being prelfed for Payment of the Company’s Debt, without other Rcfources, he 
applied to her for a more efieaual Aid, and was refufed. In this Emergency he had Recourfe to 
the 1 ii'dillr Refident, Mr. Briftow, whom he prevailed upon, as the Refident affirmed, to be his 
Advoc.ue with the Begum ; and Mr. Briftow, lefs fcrupulous than his Employer, bluntly de- 
manded what the other had only folicited, on the Plea that the whole Wealth which Ihe pofleffed 
was the Property of the State. After a Variety of Negociation he at length obtained from her an 
Agreement to pay Thirty Lacks in Specie ’and Effeebs, on the Condition of the Nabob’s granting 
tiHicr an Engagement in Writing, with the Company’s Guarantee, that no more Demands of any 
Kiiiil (hould ever be made upon her •, and that Ihc (hould enjoy during Life her Jaghires, and all 
her other Ellates and Pofleffions immoleftcd. An Engagement was accordingly granted to this 
Efl'ed by the Nabob, exprefling in it the Company’s Guarantee, and afeparate Engagement by 
Mr. Briftow confirming it. 

“ riiis Tranfutftion, which muft have employed a confiderable Length of Time, fince it gave 
Occafion to Mr. Briftow for Two Journies to Fyzabad, a Diftance of Ninety Miles, was not 
offici.illy communicated to the Board } and Mr. Barwcll and myfclf were altogether unapprized of 
it, till about the nth of November, on which Day 'I'wo Letters were read in Council from Mr. 
Briftow, d.ited the 8th and 16th of Odlobcr, and detailing the Origin and Procefs of it to its Con- 
clulion. In the Firft of thefe were the following remarkable Words, evidently inferted to julWy 
his Perfeveranee in preffing the Begum to an Accommodation : “ It is generally believed that 
the Begum has Four Crores” (Forty Millions of Rupees) “ in her Poffeffion } but I fancy I may 
venture to fay Ihc has One Crorc and feventy Lacks i” i. e. Seventeen Millions of Rupees, or 
near Two Millions Sterling. . 

“ The Board approved of Mr. Briftow’s Conduft, and confirmed the Guarantee. I certainly 
difapproved of both ; but as I had declaredly made it a Rule to avoid interrupting the A<fts of 
the Majority of the Council, which was the Government, by continual Dilfents and Objetftions to 
every fubfuiiary Meafurc, after the primary Defigns were debated and parted, I fuppofc it 
upon tliis Principle that I allowed the Majority to pafs their own Judgement on the Proceeding* 
of their own Agent, without offering an incffcftual Oppofition to it, except what parted in verbw 
Debate. Mr. Briftow had no Inftruaions from the Board to interfere in fo delicate an Anaih 
much Ids had he Authority to pledge the Company’s Faith to a formal Treaty. I was not there- 
fore likely to approve fo irregular an Affumption of a Power which did not appertain to his 
and which lliould never be cxcrcifcd even by the Sovereignty itfclf without a ftrong Neceffity im* 
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pelling, or an Objeft of great Benefit inducing it. I believed that Mr. Brifiow had aAed iimk-r 
^ret Orders, of which it was thought fufficient to put ^ Refult upon Record, and tliat not till 
ic was finally completed. As little Ihould I have appr^d of any Interference, however autho- 
rized, between the Nabob and his Mother, for the Purpofe of eft'cdling, by the Tenor of the 
Englilh Influence, what the Nabob had not the Courage or Inclination to attempt in his own Right. 
Had the Nabob himfclf made the Attempt, and failed, or met with fuch Rififl ince, as |',oi tended 
a doubtful lITuc of it, he might have claimed the AITiftance of our Power, by the Virtue of our 
new Engagements with him, and we might honourably have appeared as P.irties in the Com- 
petition, whether we had Rccourfe to Mediation or Arms. But the AiV, uncalled for by fuch an 
Obligation, or by any Provocation in which our Government had an InterelV, cotilJ only tend to 
render the Englilh Charader odious in the Eyes of the World for a wanton Intrufion on domellic 
pecorum, and contemptible for the pitiful Termination of it. 

« That fuch were my probable Sentiments, and the Motives fuch as I have aferibed for my Sup- 
preflionof them, will appear evident from the Minute which I afterwards delivered on the jd of Ja- 
nuary • 77 ^> confequence of an Appeal made by the Begum to our Government ; in whi'. h, upon a 
fubfequent Provocation, fhe recited all the Grievances which (he had luftained from this r.xadiun ♦, 
In that Minute I exprclTcd my Regret at being compelled, by a formal Call of the Board, to give 
an Opinion upon a (^eftion which I had wifhed to leave wholly to their Detci mination, as it re- 
garded the Conduft of their own Syftem, in which I had no Part, and upon which 1 knew that my 
Opinion would be of no Avail : and the Opinion which I proceeded to give upon tlie (^^icllion then 
before the Board will be found, on a Perufal of it, to allude to my declared Senle, though not 
recorded, of the original Tranfaftion, and to contain my Difapprobation in Terms of the Ibrmer 
Interference. 

“ Mr. Briftow was right in his AlTcrtion, that the Treafures of which the Begum was in I’ofllflion 
were the Property of the State. The Nabob had a Double Right to reclaim them, both as his law- 
ful Inheritance, and as a Trult officially committed to her Cullody, for which Ihc was efijccially 
accountable to him as her Sovereign, and the Prefentative of her former Sovereign, from whom Ihc 
had received them. As Mr. Briftow chofe to intcreft himfclf in reclaiming the Nabob’s Rights, 
he ought to have aflerted them cfFcftually : And had he done fo, the Magnitude of the Service which 
he would have rendered by it to the Nabob, his immediate Employer, and to the Company, who 
would have been eventually benefited by it, would have largely overbalanced the Irregularity of the 
Mode, and entitled him to Applaufc inftcad of Cenfure. But his Agency was as unfaithlul as it 
was unwarranted. Aftingfrom a Convitftion that the Begum had adual PoflclTlon of One Cfore 
and Seventy Lacks of Rupees, and declaring that every Rupee of this Sum was the Nabob’s 
rightful Property, he demanded Fifty Lacks, took Thirty, gave her an Acquittal of all the Reft, 
With the Right of retaining in Perpetuity the Lands which (he before held at the Nabob’s Plca- 
furc, and bound the Nabob by a written Obligation, under the Sanftion of an Oath, and tlic 
Guarantee of the Company, to abide by it. 

“ Whether thcjufticcofthe Honourable Houfe of Commons fhall decree that the Government 
of Bengal was guilty of a Violation of the Rights of the Begum in taking from her Thirty Lacks of 
Rupees, which were her Property or of a Violation of the Rights of the Nabob in depriving him 
of One hundred and forty Lacks, which were his Property, by guaranteeing the Pofl'cllion of them 
to the Begum •, the Members who conftituted that Government are alone rcfponfiblc for cither Ail. 
I had no Concern in cither : For it is demonftrated by Volumes of Evidence, in the Pofleffion of 
the Honourable Houfe of Commons, that from the 19th of Oiftober 1774, when the new Govern- 
ment of Fort William firft aflcmblccl, to the Death of Colonel Monfon on the 28th of September 
1776, the real and efficient Government of Bengal confifted of General Clavering, Colonel Monlbn, 
and Mr. Francis, who formed a permanent and unvaried Majority ■, and that the Company’s 
Interefts in the Province of Oude, and their Connexion with the Nabob Afliilph ill Dowlali, were 
condufted in an efpccial Manner by that Majority alone, Mr. Barwell, the other Member of the 
Council, and myfclf, being wholly and abfolutcly excluded from all Participation therein. 

“ In virtue of the Engagement concluded with Bhow Begum in the Manner which has been 
above related, fhe continued in the quiet and undifturbed Polfenion of her Jaghires and Treafures 
till the Years 1781 and 1782, when I gave my AfTcnt to the Refumption of both on the following 
Ground and Occafion f . 

“ It is well known, that by the Example, and at the Inftigation of Raja Cheit Sing, the Ze- 
mindar of Benares, the Inhabitants of that Diftrift revolted from our Government, and coniinucd 
in a State of Rebellion from the aad of Auguft to the aid of September 1781. During this ftiort 
but important Period, I was confined to the F'ortrefs and Plain of Chunar, and in a Situation 
which, in the Apprehenfion of many, portended certain Dcftruiftion to myfelf and my fmall 
Party. 


• See all the Proceedings relative to this Tranfa£lion in the “ Minutes of Evidence," taken laft Year j or in 
the Appendix to the Tenth Report of the Seleft Committee. 

+ 1 infilled upon a faithful Obfervance of the Engagement, however I difapproved of it originally. — The 
Nabob was prevented from violating the Engagement in February 1778, by my RemonilraiKcs. — See the Tenth 
Report of the Seleft Committee, Page 4. 
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The Begums of Fyzabad, prompted by their common Hatred to our Nation, and not much 
more afFc(fte<.) to their own Sovereign, th^gh he was their Son and Grandfon, united their Autho> 
rity and Influence to extend and aggri^tc our Difficulties. Circular Letters were written to the 
Zemindars of Oude, inciting them to Rebellion : Rewards were proclaimed for the Heads of Englifh 
Ufficers, Soldiers, and Sepoys: A general Revolt enfued, of which their Agents were the prin- 
cipai Leaders, in the Diltridts of Gooruepoor and Bareech : The Two chief Eunuchs and con- 
fidential Servants of the younger Begum openly levied Troops in the great Square of the City for 
the avowed Service of Cheit Sing againft the Engliih v and thefc were fent under the Name of 
Nejeebs to Cheit Sing, and aftually employed in his Battles againft us, 

‘‘ Thefe F,iftshavc been proved by the Depofitions of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay, 
Major John M'Donald, Captain John Gordon, and many other Witnefles, taken before Sir Eli. 
jah Impey, at l.ucknow and Chunar, within Three Months of the Time in which the Events had 
paired : And in One of the latter, namely, that of Sheikh Mahomed Aumeen Mheir, a Com- 
mandant, and the Second Officer in Command, of the Service of Cheit Sing, a Lift of the Troops 
which compoled Cheit Sing’s Force during his Rebellion, was delivered by him upon Oath, in 
which were inferted looo Nejeebs, or Swordmcn, newly entertained from Luenow; which exaftly 
corroborates the 'I cflimony of Colonel Hannay and the other Englifh Officers, who mentipn the 
Recruits cnhfted by the Begum’s Authority at Fyzabad, by the fame Name of Nejeebs, the De- 
ponent ruppofing them to have been fent from Luenow inftcad of Fyzabad, through an evident 
Miflakc of one Capital for the other. It is worth remarking, that thefe Depofitions were ail taken 
to eilablilh a Ser.es of Facts combined with the Rebellion of Cheit Sing } and what they have 
atfiirned concerning the Begums was an acceflbry Subjeft, not required for the original Purpofe, 
though probibly the moll powerful in the Feelings and Rccollcftion of the Deponents, and there- 
fore more particulaily noted in the Evidence delivered by them. This is certainly an additional 
Argument of their Authenticity, 

“ Mr, Burke, aware of the Weight of thefe Teftimonies, has take.i much Pains to diferedit 
them, by blackening them, in his peculiar Manner, with hard and opprobrious Epithets, fuch as 
“ paflionatc, carelels, irrelevant, and irregular— confiding of Matter not fit to be depofed on 
“ 0.uh,” &c. and by cenfuring Sir Elijah Impey, the Magiftrate before whom they were taken, 
for having therein “ aded cxtrajudicially, and not within the Limits of his Jurifdidion i” with 
other Kffledions upon Sir hlijah Impey, of fuch a Nature, as no Man without certain Grounds 
ought to taft upon the Character of another. But as he has offered no Proof of thefe daring Alle- 
gations, anil as his Depreciation of the Evidences is certainly no Argument of their Want of 
Truth or Auihcnticity, 1 prefume that they will be admitted toeftabliib the Fads to which they 
have a mutual Relation, on as ample a Convidion as if they had been delivered in every legal 
Form before a Britilb Court of Judicature. — I muft extend this Sentiment, by obferving that 1 did 
upon this Occafion what the Law of England would have preferibed in a fimilar Procefs of its 
own Jurildidion : I took the beftpoffiblc Evidence that could be obtained •, and I gave it the beft 
polfiblc Sandion, by cauling it to be taken before the Firft Britilb Magiftrate in India. — I was 
not to enquiic whether his Condud in this Inftance was irregular ^ nor was the Sandity of an 
Oath lefs awful to the Minds of the Deponents, many of whom were Men of high Honour and 
unblcmilhcd Cliarader, or lefs operative of the Truth, at Luenow or Chunar, than it would have 
been if adminiftcred in the Supreme Court of Judicature in Calcutta, or even in Weftminfter 
Hall. — Wh It a Field for Triumph and Derifion Ihould I have afforded to my Accufer, had I 
applied to the Magiltrates of the Country for the Authentication of the Evidences ! and what a Dif- 
play of rhetorical Wit might have been fucccfsfully exhibited on Names of unknown Witnefles, 
attdlid by Cauzecs of uncertain Exiftence ! 

“ The Evidence of Mr, Middleton and Captain David Williams, taken before the Honourable 
Houle of Commons, confirms all the material Points of the Evidence taken before Sir Elijah 
Impey ; and who will be lb hardy as to dilputc its Veracity, or the Authority of the High Court 
before which it was delivered ? 

“ At the Clofe of the Difturbanccs which had arifen in Benares, and while thofe excited by the 
Begums yet fubfifted in their Neighbourhood, the Nabob AlTuIph ul Dowlah, who had generoufly, 
and againft my repeated Inltances, flown to my Afliftance on the firft News of my Difficulties, 
folicited me to give my Confent to a Meafurc which he ftated as nccelTary to enable him to provide 
for cfie Neceflitics of his own Government, and the Payment of his Debt to the Company, but 
which he could not carry into Execution without my Sandtion, becaufe it involved the Eftates of 
Bhovv Begum, who held them under a written Engagement, fandlified by the Company’s Guarantee, 
'i he Mealure to which 1 allude was, the Refumption of all the Jaghires held within his Dominions. 
I inftantly, and without a Thought of Hefitation, agreed to it; only requiring (as I now recolleft) 
that the Rcl'uinption Ihould be univerfal, and that it Ihould be ftedfaftly and elfcdlually accqmplilhr 
cd. rhcTieaty, as it is called, was no Obftaclc; for its Obligation had already ceafed with the 
Breach of that which appertained to the Part of the Begum. Every Engagement of a Sovereign 
with his Subjcdls muft nccefiarily fuppofe the Condition of Allegiance as an Obligation on the latter, 
though not exprefled. To exprefs it would be to admit the Right of withholding it. The Bqgutn 
had forfeited her Allegiance: She had openly excited the Subjedts of her Sovereign to Rebellion j 
and had engaged in Defigns for the Deftrudion of the Engliih Government and of its Subjedb. 
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VTasI. the Rcwefcntative of the Company, toexaft from^e Nabob, their Ally, the rigid Ob- 
fervance of an Engagement with a Perfon who had abufed tnNBencfits conferred by it, and employ- 
ed them in difturbing the Peace of his Country, and endangering the Safety of his Perfon and 
Government? Or was I, a Servant of the Company, and an Englilhman, to be the Advocate for 
an outrageous Woman, wito had fought the Ruin of my Employers, and had ofTcied Money for 

the Purchafe of the Heads of my Fellow Servants, and the Dependents of my Protcdlion ? No. 

I thank God, mine was not a Government that held the Rod of Perfccution over thnfe who fiitlifully 
ferved it, for the fake of patronizing its Enemies, and the Traitors againft its Authority nor is 
there an Individual in cither of thefc Charafters exifting, who can boaft that he has intuited the 
Government over which I prefided, or violated its Rights, or (lied the Blood of my Countrymen or 
Dependents with Impunity. I have underftood it to be a Maxim of the Law of KCaiions, that all 
Treaties and mutual Compafts between States lofe their Exiftence with a State ot War. With a 
much Uronger Neceffity muft this Rule apply to a (fate of Hoftility between a Sovereign and liis 
Subjefls. In a Word, 1 regarded the Nabob’s Engagement with the Begum, and the Company’s 
Guarantee, if I regarded them at all, as become Two infignificant Shieds of walle Paper. But 
very different was my Opinion of their Subjeft, confidcred independently of their pall t;bligatioii. 
There could fcarce cxifl a more incongruous or a more dangerous Conibinaiion of Rights under 
the fame Syftcm of Government than a Territorial Property, and unproduiftive Wealth, tubliliing 
in the Centre of a great Dominion, and though proteded by it, independent of it. Such wcie 
the Jaghirc and Treafurcs of Bhow Begum; and fuel), in an inferior and in different Degrees, wen; 
the Jaghircs of the Old Begum and others. The Letters of Mr. Brillow, in a Period much earlier 
than this, are filled with Complaints and Inftances of the Obftrudions which the public Revenue and 
the Authority of Government fuftained from thefe arbitrary Tenures; and Mr. Biiitow will not be 
fufpected of miftatingFads for the Purpofc of fupplying me with a remote and eventual Argument. 
Butiffuch Objedions cxifted in Speculation to tlie Privileges enjoyed by the Begums, with much 
more Convidion muft they be fuppofed to have operated on my Mind after the Experience which 
I had fo recently received of their Effeds. 1 was therefore glad of the Opportunity of ablblving 
the Nabob from the Shackles in which Mr. Briftow’s Engagement had bound him, and yet better 
picalcd that the Propofition for calling them off came from himltlf. I allowed mylelf upon this 
Occafion the Gratification of a Sentiment, which rarely enters, or ought perhaps to enter into, or 
mix itfelf with, the Compofure of a political Mcafure. I yielded my Confent as much to the Gra- 
titude which I owed and felt for the late Proof which the Nabob had given me of his Attachment, 
as to my Senie of public Duty, 

“ But when I had proceeded fo far, there I ftopped. The Rigour of the Ad had derived no 
Part of its Conftrudion from Rcfcntment, at leal! not from mine : Enough had been done for 
the Reftoration of the Nabob’s Authority, and for the Security of the Peace of his Country ; 
enough had been done for an Exhibition of Example; and if I could have regarded Pcifonal 
Pumlhment as an Objeft, enough of that End had alfo been accomplilhed in the Anguifh which 
might have been inferred from the Difappointment ' of Female Vengeance and Malignity. Their 
Sex, and the Relation which thefc high Offenders bore to the Nabob, exaded from me a Refpeft 
for their Neceffities, while I joined in difarming them of the Power of wronging their Benc- 
fador. Whether the Propofition came immediately from the Nabob, or (as 1 believe) from my- 
felf, I cannot precifely determine ; but a Provifion was made for replacing their Income at the 
exad Rate at which it had ftood on their own Eftimate, while they held the Jaghircs ; by making 
it the Condition of the Refumption, that they (hould receive a Penfion equal to the Amount of 
their Jaghircs, in equal Monthly Payments; and thefc, for the fuller Security, were made payable 
from the Produce of the Company’s Affignments. 

“ At this Time no Notice was taken of the Treafurcs which were ftill retained by Bhow Begum 
As the Nabob’s Requifition went no further than her Jaghirc, I did not think of urging him 
beyond that fingle Point. But when the Refumption of the Treafurcs was (iiggeftcd, not as a 
new and acceffory Mcafure, but as an Exchange for that which bad been already determined, I 
acquiefeed in it in the Fir(i Senfe, and encouraged the Profecution of it, but would not allow of 
it as an Exchange ; for after the licentious Spirit which the Begums had lately fliewn, and with 
the Diforders which ftill prevailed in confcquence of it, I deemed the Refumption of the Jaghircs 
a Mcafure abfolutcly neceffary to the Safety of the Nabob’s Government, and eventually to th« 
Quiet of our own. 

“ As to the fubfequent Proceedings, the Nabob’s Change of Mind, the Reluftance and Inde- 
cifion of the Minifter, the Negociations which enfued againft my moll peremptory Inftances and 
Proteftations, and the Conclufion forced by my own Adherence to the original Plan, I chufc to 
avoid a tedious and uniieceffary Detail, by the following brief Explanation of my own Conduct 
refpefting them. 


V t ^ * Proof of the Truth of this Aflertlon, which it incontrovertible — namely, a Letter from the 

Nabob to me, dated Fyzabad, the ijth of January lySi, and inferted in the Tenth Repart of the Sclcft Com- 
mittee. He had then claimed the Treafurcs, and he fays, 1 have, to increalc and confirm our Friendlhip, 
*ven doue that, which was not thought of or refolvcd on.” 

4 z It 
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“ It w.i'! ever my Rule, in all public Tranfaftions, however I tnight allow iriyfelf to hefitate in 
forii.ing Plans of Aflion, to proft*(mc them, when they were formed, with a fixed and nnde- 
viatin “kLlolution to their Accomplilbment, The Refumption of the Jaghires, and yet more 
tipctially the Confilcaiion of the 'l'reafure,s poflclTed by Bhow Begum, were Adts of fuch Eclat, 
and of fo olrnoxious a Colour, as they would appear in the Eyes of the uninformed Part of the 
Wiald, which could not enter into the Grounds of their Juftification, but faw only the Violence 
wiihout its Motive and Reparation, that I fubmittcd, and knowingly, to a Diminution of niy 
Pcrlunal Reputation in allenting to them. But when 1 had made fuch a Sacrifice, I was refolvcd that 
it lliould not be made without the Compenfation which I looked for in the Accomplilhment of the 
Olrjert for which I IulI made it. Neither would I fuffer my Authority to be yfed as a corrupted 
inihument of Intimidation, for the Purpofe of extorting fecrct and mercenary Terms for an Ac- 
comiimd.iiion (;f I'ordc. nance, '1 hat luch were my Motives at the Time, and not now made up 
for the Ocedion, will ap; c.ir from the Letter which I wrote to Mr, Middleton on the 26th of 
DcL'-mbcr I'/Hi, when 1 hrlf fufpected that Grounds exifted for a Declaration of them, and which 
lias l.cea already publillicd with other Minutes of the Honourable Houle of Commons. 

“ f 'poll a Re-perulal of that Part of my Defence to this Charge, which relates to the Begum’s 
J ipiiire, anil tl'.c Seizure of her 'I rcalurcs, and comparing it with Papers before the Houf-,- of 
Cemm nr, which I had not then read, 1 find an Inaccuracy which 1 now wilh to correft. — I have 
rved, that 1 was indebted to Mr. Middleton for the principal Part of my Reply to the PouriK 
Cliii ’ei and therefore what was written in it was upon the Credit of his Rccolleftion, not 
iiiy own. 

“ Idle Paid; undoubtedly is, that not only in confenting to the Seizure of the Tieafurcs on the 
Nabob’s I'lilt Reqiiilition to me, on the 2d of December 1781, but in ftrenuoufly encouraging 
and fiipporting the Mcafure, fo far as to dcfire Sir Elijah impey, on his leaving Chunar in No- 
vuiibcr 1 7,1 1, to mention the Subjedl, as from me to Mr, Middleton, for the exprefs Purpofe of 
(I. filing iiiiii to converfe upon it with the Nabob, and even to encourage the Nab 'b to make the 
Pi jinluion to me, I was influenced by the Convitdion which I felt in my own Mind, of the Be- 
gum’s having been vciy deeply concerned in the infurreifion of Cheit Sing . — 1 had then Inforina- 
lion Ixlwie me, of the Authenticity of which I believe no Gentleman who has ferved in Bengal 
ever doubted, that they had encouraged the Levies of Troops for his Service; and Colonel 
llannay, in his Letter to Mr. Middleton of the 8th of September, fays, “ they had almojl rc- 
“ cniiicJ ihcmjelves for Cl cit .Sing.'” — I as firmly believed, and no fublequent Information has in- 
duced me to alter my Opinion, tluit they excited Inlurreftions againft their Son the Nabob Vizier, 
lor the exprefs Purpofe of dellroying our Influence and our Exiftence in Oude, and of overturning 
the Government of the Nabob. 

“ 1 hougli the I’ropofuic/n was made to me on the 2d of December 1781, and I inflantly af- 
feiitcd to it on the Grounds above Hated, yet it was not carried into EfFeft until the 12th of Ja- 
nuary following. In the intermediate Time (in the Courfe of the Month of Derember) the Or- 
ders of the Nabob were illuecl for refuming tlieir Jaghires ; and tlic open Refiflance of their 
luinuchs, Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, on that Occafion, and their Attempts to excite an univer- 
fal Revolt in the Nabob’s Dominions, might have operated as an additional Motive with him for 
accelerating the Seizure of their Trcalures ; but as far as regards myfclf, from the Moment I 
gave rny Confent to the Mcafure, or rather from an earlier Period, from the Moment I had un- 
doubted Pioois of the hoftile Ads of the Begums at the Infurrcdion of Benares, I was determined 
ftrenuoufly to encourage and lupport the Nabob in a Mcafure 'ftridly reconcileable to Honour, 
Policy, Jullice, and Good Faith, fo far as it rel'peded him; but in refped to my own Govern- 
ment, at tlie Moment that we were flruggling for our Exiftence as a Nation in India, as an Ad of 
iiulifpcnfable Duty. 'I he Propofiiion for tlie Seizure of the Treafures unqueftionably came from 
the Nabob. It was a Point wliicli he then was, and had formerly been, eager to accomplift). I en- 
couraged and ftrcnuoully fupported him in it; But let it be remembered, that at a former Period, 
in the Year 177 8, I as earneflly interfered to preferve the Begum in the PolTeflaon of thole 
Rights, which, liowcvcr impolitic it might h.ave been to grant them originally, I deemed the 
I'anh of our Government pledged to preferve to her, until by her own hoftile Ads flic juftly for- 
feited our Protedion. 

“ Unlefs the Propofition had come from the Nabob, the Meafure could not have been carried 
into Elfed ; but I do not wi(h to fcrccn myfclf from Refpon Ability, by difavowing any Part that I 
took, in the 'I ranfadion, or to infinuate that I was merely paflivc in the Bufinefs. I meant by my 
Mefl’agc to Mr. Mieldleton, that the Nabob Ihould be informed that the Propofition from him 
woulii receive my Concurrence; and on the 27th of January 1782 I wrote to the Members of 
the Council my Report of the Tranfadion in the following Words : “ This Refolution (to re- 


• The In.iccur.icy is in f.itl cleared up by Mr. Middleton’s Evidence laft Year, who ftated tliat it was pre- 
vious to the Refumption of the J.ighircs, that it was determined to feize the Treafures. He alfir dates, that the 
Determination to feize the Treafiiies, svas in confciiucnce of Information tranfmitted to me, of the Condudf of 
the Begums, before the Atfidavits were taken ; and my Letter of the ayth of Jatiuaiy 1782, above inferted, , 
fuperledes ail other Proof of it. 

“ claim 
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„ the Treasures) I have ftrenuoufly encoviraged aij^upported/not fo much for the Rc.ifons 
“ ;ifl)'»ncd by the Nabob, as becaule I think it equally ul^uft and iaipolitic th.it they .hould be 
“ allo'vt'cd to retain the Means of which tlicy have already made Id perniciou, a Hit-, 'by extumg 
“ piftorbances in the Country, and a Revolt againit the Nabob their .Soverci”n.'’ 

It has occurred to me as a Cbteftion which might naturally arilc out of the Subjetl, Why the 
gegunis (hould have entertained lo vehement a Hatred as that by which 1 h.ivc lieleribed them to 
have been aftuated againlt the EnglKh Government and Nation? The Anl'wer is obvious to thole 
who know the Hilbry of our Connexion with the Nabob of Oude. 1 he Begums regarded us as 
the OpprcITors of their Houfc, and the Ufui pers of its Inhei itance ; nor vv.is their Releni nn nt i on- 
finetl to the Englilh. The Nabob hiinfelf had his Share in it, for the Saerihec whieh lu- had made 
of the Province of Benares againft the united Oppofirion of his I'anulv; and the N.iliob S. lar 
Tyner, the Brother of Bhow Begum, avowed to me himfclf, tliat he liad from t!iat Time wiihl.tld 
himklffrom all Concern in the Nabob’s Councils; and alligned ihatas the Rcafon for it. I ..m 
forry that I muft in Tiuth add, that a Part ot the Refcntmcnt ot tlie Begums was, as 1 li ,d too 
imich Rcafon to fufpeft, direfted to myfelf pcrfonally. The Incidents which gave lile to it am- 
too Light to be mixed with the profcfTcd Subjefi: and Occafion of this Detail and, as tlicy w.mt 
the Authenticity of recorded Evidence, I could lay no Claim to Credit in my Rel.iclon of tli.m. 
At feme Period I may be induced to offer them to the World, my ultimate and unening Judges 
both of that and of every other Trait in my political Charafler. 

“ To excite the Feelings of Humanity againft me, the latter Part of the Charge is fwdled with 
a long Account of the DiftrelTcs and Miferics to which the Ladies, as they a:e leimtil, oi the 
Klidid-Mahl were reduced for Want of even Food and Raiment. If I hatl nor been too mtieh 
accullomcd to fimilar Artifices in the Courfe of this Bufinefs, I lliotild have been totally at a Lois 
to tinderifand for what Ptirpofe the Framer of tlic Charge (botikl introduce Inch a 'I’aie of Wh e, 
when I had evidently no Concern cither with the Sufferers, or the Caules of their Sufferings, lb • ilie 
Ciaugc cilentially relates to Begums in vyhofe Complaints I certainly had a Concern, oegm /j ;ue 
the Lidics of an Eadern Prince. But thefe Women are alfo Ityled the /,(;.//« of the late Vii-i-.r : 
their Sufferings are painted in ftrong Colours ; and the umulpeding Reader is led to mix the Sub- 
j. els together, and to ftippofe that thefe too were PrinceJJes of Oude, lince tlic Title prefixed to this 
Aiticle^of the Charge propofes that, and no other Subjedl; : and that all their Sufferings proceeded 
fk-m lome Aft of mine, or had the Sanftlon of my Authority or Permiffioii. 'I'he Fail is, tliat 
the Perfons of the Khord-Mahl (or Little Seraglio) were young Creatures picked up, wherever 
Youth and Beauty eoul l lie found, and mollly purchafed from the moll neecllitous and mcancll 
RaifsS of the i’cople for the Nabob’s Plealtires. Few perhaps of thefe had the Honour of feeing Ins 
Pc. Ion more tlian once and they remained ever after the Prifoners of his Seraglio, barely I'ul'lilled 
aiHl clothed. The Sum allotted by the prefciu Nabob for their Maintenance was Forty thoufand 
Rupees payable by a ieparate AfTignment on the Revenue of the Dillrift- of Sultanpoor, It ap- 
j'cais that, at the Time when thefe Complaints are ftated to have exiffed, the P.iymeius having 
Ixrn irregularly made, the Women were reduced to Diftrefs: But, from the Corrcfpondence width 
palled on the Oceafion, and which is lecordcd on the Minutes of the llonotirahle Houle of Coni- 
inon., it will appear that the Governor'-Gcneral and Council were not informed of this Dillrtfs 
until the Relident h .d obtained its Removal by a Supply of Money advance:! lor the Piirpole. 
In Truih, I knew nothing of the Matter; nor, if I Lad known it, could I, with ar.y Shadow of 
Riglu, or even without a grofs Violation of common Decency, have made any Application to the 
Nabob on a Subjeft which was merely a Family Concern, and li.id no Relation to our Political 
Conneftion ; though a Sentiment of Compalffon would Inave induced me to write privately — cer- 
tainly not officially — to the Refident, and recommended to him to make Ufe of his perlonal Inffii- 
ence for the Relief of the Sufferers. 

WARREN HASTINGS.” 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Have you fecn tliat Paper before ? 

A. I have. 

Ch Who printed that Paper ? 

A. I do not recoHcft tlie Name of the Printer; he is a Perfon that lives in Fleet Street. It was 
printed by Direftions from me to him. 

From whom did you receive the Direftions that you tranfmittecl to the Printer ? 

A. From Mr. Haftings. 

Did you yourfclf circulate that Paper ; or deliver it to any Member in tlic Lobby of the 
Houle of Commons, or in the Houfe of Commons, upon the Day on whic h the Article of tlic 
Charge was opened refpefting the Princeffes of Oude ; and, if you did, by whofe Direftions ? 

A. I think there were Filty Copies of it printed, and of tliofe bifty Copies, .Six or Seven 
were given to the Members of the Houfe of Commons ; I am not clear as to the D.iy ; I ratlier 
think it was the Day before, not on the Day, as the Honourable Manager mcnt.oned, of the 
Charge being opened. 1 think this was tlie Paper, and that I offered One of them to the llo- 
c nourablc 



{ 368 ) 

nourablc Manager himfelf, upon my Cyvcrfation with him : But there were Two Other Papen 
printed as well as this, to One of whimmy own Name was figned. 

0. You a colled that Six or Seven Copies of that Paper were delivered in the Lobby of the 

lI.JUlC? 

A . 1 ilid not deliver them in the Lobby, but they were delivered by me to fome Gentlemen in 

the 1 loulc. 

Do you know of any other Copies of that Paper having been diftributed in the Lobby 
of tiic I loufe of Commons, beftdes thefe Six or Seven, which you yourfelf delivered to the 
Members ? 

7\. Certainly nor, lor I believe the Remainder I now have in my own PolTeffion : 1 believe I 

have at tins Moment the others, 

Q. I think you laid One Copy of that Paper, if you recolleded right, was offered to the Ho- 

mmrat'k- Manager ? 

A. I date, t!ut I am not perfcdly clear, bccaufc there were Two other Papers printed, One of 
whnli IS figncd by myfclf -, and I am not clear as to that Part, whether it was this or that 1 

oflen d. 

Q. Was it with tlie Confent or by the Diredion of Mr. Haftings that thefe Six or Seven 
Copies, or any ot them, were delivered to any Member of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. It was Mr. 1 lallings’s Idea to have delivered, through me, thofe Papers to fuch Members 
of tlie I Ionic of Commons as he thought wilhed for Information upon the Second Charge-, that is, 
the preleiu Aiticle ; but there were not more than Six or Seven delivered, and I really do not recol- 
Kd whetlicr Mr. I ladings himfelf exprclfcd a Defirc or not to have them delivered to particular 
Members ; I rather think he did not, and that Mr. Hadings never faid any Thing more about 
tlieiii ; that he did not limit me at all as to the Number, but left it to my Diferetion. 

The Quedion put to you was, Whether thofe that were delivered, were delivered by his 
Diicflion, or his Confent f You faid you underftood it to be Mr. Haftings’s Idea they were lo de- 
livered i is that the Whole that you can recoiled upon the Subjedl, or can you recoiled whether 
it was by his exprefs Diredion, or his exprefs Confent, that they were delivered to fuch Members 
of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. I tliink it was his exprefs Defire they fliould be delivered to the Members of the Houfe of 
Commons, without cxprclfing which of them. 

(Crefs examimd.) The Paper that has now been produced has been opened as a Contradic- 
tion to that I'aper which was delivered in by Mr. Hadings at the Bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons as liis Defence. I would addrefs a Quedion or Two to the Witnefs refpeding the Circum- 
ll.iMccs under which that Defence was formed j and I wilh to afk, within what Time that Defence, 
delivered at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Hadings himinf, was compofed ? 

A. It will be fecn cxadly from the Journals \ I think Six Days, I am not clear whether Five or 
Six Days I mean, from the Time that 1 prefented the Petition to the Houfe of Commons upon 
the Belulf of Mr. Hadings praying to be heard, to the Time that the Defence was read at the Bar 
of the Houle s and until the Commons gave their Confent to Mr, Hadings's being heard, not a Line 
of that Defence, I am clear, was written. 

Whether you mean, in the Account you have been giving, to fpeak of the Whole of the 
Defence, th.u is, the Paper intituled, The Defence, or of that Part only of the Defence, which is 
fonuntd to this Article only ? 

A. I mean the Whole of the Defence, except the Anfwer to the Article intituled Fyzoola 
Khan : The Whole, except that and that Article was not prefented to the Houfe at the Time 
this lad Defence was put in -, nor till after Mr. Hading, bad had Permiflion to come to the Bar, or 
had been at the Bar, I am not clear which. 

Qj By whom was that Paper compofed ? 

The Managers for the Commons objected to this Queftlon, as tending to diferedit 
a Defence delivered in by the Defendant himfelf to the faid Article upon the 
Charge before the Houfe of Commons, and were heard in Support of the faid Ob- 
jedion. 

I he Counfcl for the Defendant were heard in Anfwer to the fame. 

After which, the Managers for the Commons, protefting that the Counfel for the 
Defendant had no Right to put the faid Queftion, faid, they waved their Ob- 
jection, 

Then the Queftion was read by the Clerk as follows } 

By whom was that Paper comjxifed ? 

.A. The fecund Article, intituled, Benares, was written by Mr. Halhed, The Introduftion to 
the general Defence, and the Anfwer to the Article intituled. The Rohilla War, and to the Article 

intituled, 
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• 1 d The King’s Tribute, were written intirely by Mr. ttaftings : And the Reafons which 
aifigned to me, for taking intirely upon himlclf to anlwer that Article, intituled, . 

1 KohilU War, was, that he underftood from me, that in the preceding Debates in the Houfc 
Vr mmons upon the Subjeft of the Article of the Rohilla War, it had invariably been dated 
° h mod important of the Whole j another Reafon that MrrWaftipgs afiigned for taking upon 
r 'nr the Anwer to that Article was, that he believed it was a Subjedl very little undcrllood in 
F land. As to the other Articles, if thet^ftion goes to them, I believe I can Hate, that the 
A fwer to the Article intituled, Revenue, was principally written by Mr. Shore. 'I hc Aniwcr to the 
A«ick intituled, Contrafts, was written by myfelf t and the Anfwers to the other Articles were writ- 

by different Gentlemen with whom Mr. Haftings was conneded, 

0 (from a Lord.) I wiflb, for the Sake of the Regularity of the whole Proceedings, to know 
wh^er the Witnefs is fpcaking from his own Knowledge, when he fpcaks of Parts being coin- 

noied by other Perfons ? r. 

^ a 1 certainly do : 1 fpeak from my own certain Knowledge : The Article, intituled, Benares, 

which was written by Mr. Halhed, was delivered by that Gentleman to me, and carried to Mr. 

HalVmes, I think the Diiy preceding Mr. Haftings’s Appearance before the lloufe of Commons, 

I read if’to Mr. Haftings haftily in the Prefence of another fentlcman. I do not recoiled that 
Mr H.ftin'’s made any Alterations. I carried it back again to Mr. Halhed, who employed a 
Pcrlbn to copy it i he fat up the whole Night in order to finiflv it in Time : Several Alterations 
were made in Mr. Halhed’s Hand Writing, which Mr. H.iftings never faw. 'riiot'e Alterations 
will apiicar in tlie Original Minutes, which, I believe, arc now before your Lordlhips : I mean, ihc 
Oii-'iiial Minutes that were delivered in to the Houfc of Commons. They were in a different Hand 
Wrmng ; they were in the Hand Writing of Mr. Halhed ^ and I can fpeak with Certainty, that Mr. 

Hallings did not fee them, or hear them read, until the Defence was read at the Bar of the Houle 
of Commons. , 

0^ Whether you can fpecify the particular Alterations from Memory, that were made in that 
Copy, after it was read by you to Mr. Haftings ? 

Here the Defence delivered in Die Lunee, 25’ February*, was (hewn to the Wit- 
nefs, who proceeded as follows : 

A. The Firft Paffage is in the Thirteenth (4) Page of the Manufeript Copy : 

« t But why did the Vizier exaft 206,000/. on the Death of Bulwant Sing? Affuredly becaufe, 1 
as Sovereign of the whole Country, he poffcffcd and excrcifed the Right of levying Fines, and 
that to an arbitrary Amount, as appears by the Svxond Report of the Sclccl Committee. I know 
not how we can deny the Exillencc of many dcfpotic Principles in the Mogul Syllem of Govern- 
mcnf, but wherever ihofc cxift, the Powers of the Prince will be every I’hing, and the Rights 
of the Subj(6t nothing. Shujah ud Dowlah fined Chc7t Sing 100,000 L and 30,000/. per 
Annum, which, at only Ten Years Purchafe, is 300,000/.— in all 500,000/. for the mere Invclti- 
turc of what in the Charge is ftaied to be his Right ot Inheritance. I, who was veiled by my 
Station with exaSly the fame Powers as were excrcifed by Shujah ud Dowlah, never thought of 
a greater Fine as a Punilbment for the moft flagrant Offences (b)** 

This, is in- the Hand Writing of Mr* Halhed, and was certainly inferted after Mr. Haftings 
faw it. * 

Q. Was it inferted by Mr. Halhed ? „ 

A. By Mr. Halhed. 

<^Do you mean, Mr. Haftings never faw it before it was prefented to the Houfc of 
Commons ? 

A, He never faw it before it was prefented to the Houfc of Commons# 

There is a Second Addition in Page 22 of the MS#: 11 No Sunnuds ever were fent to the hmS-P.i/I. 
Court of Direftors, nor any Papers in the original Language (r).” It will appear by the Diticrcncc 
of the Hand Writing. 

The next, is in Page 24 of the Manufeript: The Words arc, J “ And for that Purpofc he |:ms.p. iia# 
might have had, and had, at all Times, free Accefs to my Houfc and Apartment {d) \ fpcaking, 
of the Vackecl of Cheit Sing# 


[a) N. B. The Numbers at the Top of the MS. Copy, referred to by the Witnefs, arc not regularly earned 
on, being fometimes the Number of the Sheet, foroctimes of the Page, intended only for the Anfwci- to the Third 
Article of Charge prefented to the Houfe of Commons, intituled, Benares, and m feme Places tl^rc is no Nura- 
her at all. But a running Page is preferved at the Bottom througl) the whole Defence, to v^ich it has been 
thought proper that References Ihould be added here for greater Convenience in examining the Original, i ncle 
References are made from the. Beginning of each Citation, and at the End is inferted a Dirctiion where tht 
Paifage may be found, above, in the Defence to this Charge already printed in the Minutes of Lvidence taken Ote 

25® Fekruarii 1788. ^ _ _ . 

(^) VideUipra, P. 23, Line 29. {</) Vide fupra, P. 25, Line ii. 

(^j Vide fupra, Pagef 24, Line 9 from the Bottom. 
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tMs. P.t86. In the next Paflage there is no Mark for the Page at the Top j but the Words are, f«« i. 

who had demanded 25 Lacs for the mecr Fine ot SuccefTion, and received ao in Hand, ajj 
an increafed Rent tantamount to confiderably above 30 Lacs more (f).” ’ 

I MS. Ibid. There is another Addition in tl^amc Page : The Words arc, || “ And as I was juRified in |w 
the Intentions of my Predeccdbi^^.” ” 

flMS.P.189. The next Addition is marked at the Top “ Page 9,” and there the Words f “Plan • 
felf of the Fine (e),” were inlertcd. 

•»ms.p.i9j. The next Paflage is in Page 10. ** “ Shujah ud Dowlah levied a Fine on the Death 
of the Father for inverting the Son. Here then we have a Second Right made over, wjti, 
the otlier Appendages of Sovereignty, to the Company. Had not our powerful Interpofitio,, 
prevented the Conrequences of Bulwant Sing’s Treachery to his Mafter in 176^ Shujah ud 
JJowlah would probably have exerted with lignal Rigour, a Third Right of hning, and have 
furnifhed me with a Precedent full in Point to my Treatment of Cheyt Sing. The Inference 
therefore is, tliat the Right of fining was general t perhaps arbitrary : but for that I am not 
rclponfiblc. It is a Defect woven in the Texture of the Mogul Syftem. It will, no doubt be 
moft happy for the Inhabitants of Afia, when the defpotic Inftitutes of jengheez Khaun or Tamer, 
lane, fli.ill give Place to the liberal Spirit of a Britifh Legiflature } and I (hall be amply fatisfied 
in my prclcnt Profccution, if it (hall tend to haflen the Approach of an Event fo beneficial to the 
great liuerelb ot Mankind (/).” 

tr MS P.I9S. The next Infcrtion, is only of the Four following Words, “ ff Barbarous MaflTacre of my.” m 
3 IMS. P.198, Addition is as follows, “ To have me rather than the Company for its Objeft at 

lead {h).” ' 

MS. p.,01. 1 *' 12 there is a further Addition, of the following Paflage: “ §§ I much fear that the 

boarted Sovereignty of Benares, which was held up as an Acquifition almoft obtruded upon 
the Company againft my Conftnt and Opinion (for I acknowledge that even then I forel'aw 
many Difliculties and Inconveniencics in its future Excrcifc:) I fear, I fay, that this Sove- 
reignty will be found a Burthen inftead of a Benefit; a heavy Clog rather than a precious 
Gem to its prefent PoflclTors. I mean, unicfs the Whole of our Territory in that Quarter (hall 
be rounded and made an uniform compact Body, by One grand anti fyftcmatic Arrangement, 
luch an Arrangement as (hall do away alt the Milchiefs, Doubts, and Inconveniencies (both to 
the Governors and the Governed) arifing from the Variety of Tenures, Rights, and Claims in 
all Calcs of Landed Property and Feudal Juriliiidion in India, from the Informality, Invalidity, 
and Inllability of all Engagements in fo divided and unfcttled a State of Society; and from the 
unavoidable Anarchy and Confufion of different Laws, Religions, and Prejudices, moral, civil, and 
political, all jumbled together in One unnatural and difeordant Mafs. Every Part of Hindoftan 
has been conllantly expofed to thefe and fimilar Difadvantages ever fincc the Mahommedan 
Conquefts. 

” 'I he Hindoos, who never incorporated with their Conquerors, were kept in order only by 
the ftrong Hand of Power. The conftant NecefTity of fimilar Exertions would increafe at once 
their Energy and Extent, fo that Rebellion itfelf is the Parent and Promoter of Defpotifm. 

“ Sovereignty in India implies nothing elfc: Fori know not how we can form an Eltimateof 
its Powers but from its v{ifible Effeds— and thofc are every where the fame from Cabool to Aflam. 
The whole Hiftory of Alia is nothing more than Precedents to prove the invariable Exercife of 
arbitrary Power. To all this I ftrongly alluded in the Minutes 1 delivered in Council, when the 
Treaty with the New Vizier was on foot in 1775; and I wilhed to make Cheyt Sing Independant, 
bccaule in India Depcndance included a Thou land Evils ; many of which I enumerated at that 
l ime, and they are entered in the Ninth Claufe of the Firft Sedlion of this Charge. I knew 
the Powers with which an Indian Sovereignty is armed, and the Dangers to which Tributaries arc 
expofed. I knew that from the Hiftory of Afia, and from the very Nature of Mankind, 
the Subjcils of a defpotic Empire are always vigilant for the Moment to rebel, and the Sove- 
reign is ever jealous of rebellious Intentions. A Zemindar is an Indian Subje^, and, as fucb, 
expofed to the common Lot of his Fellows : “ The mean and depraved State of a mere 
Zemindar,” is therefore this very Depcndance above mentioned on a defpotic Government— 
this very Proncncl's to (hake off his Allegiance, and this very Expofurc to continual Danger 
from his Sovereign's JcalouCy, which are confequent on the political State of Hindoftanic 
Governments. Bulwant Sing, if he had been, and Cheyt Sing, as long as he was, a Zemin- 
dar, ftood exadly in this “ mean and depraved State,” by the Conftitution of his Country. 
I dill not make it for him, but would have fccurcd him from it. Thole who made him 
a Zemindar entailed upon him the Confequences of fo mean and depraved a Tenure. Ally 
Verdy Khaun and Collim Ally fined all their Zemindars, on the Neceflities of War, and on every 
Pretence either of Court Necelfity or Court Extravagance (i)." 

• P.J07. I'hcre is no Page marked at the Top of the next PalTagc; but the Words added arc, “ f nomi- 
“ nated and appointed by the Company {k)." 


(<•) Vide fupra, P. 26, Line 4,. (e) Vide fupra, P. 27, Line 23 from the Bottom. 

(//) Vide fupra, P. 26, Line 13. (J) Vide fupra, P. 20, Line 2. 

(r) Vide fupra, P. 26, Line 15 of PART IHd. {/) Vide fupra,- P. 28, L. 37. 

(/) Vide lupra, P. 27, Line Q. (k) Vide fupra, P. 20, L. 19, of PART IVth and Vth, 

Q, Wc 
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(V We wifti it to be diftinflly underftood, when the Witnefs is reading thefe Alterations 
whidh of the Alterations made upon Mr. Haftings’s Copy are thofc that he faw an.d approved of’ 
and which are the Alterations ftated by the Witnefs ^never having been feen at all by Mr. 
llallings? ^ 

A. I will ftate it prccifcly as it ftands : The Anfwcr to the Benares Charge was written by 
Mr. Halhcd. Mr. Haftings wrote the Anfwer to the Rohilla Charge •, and gave for his Rcafon, 
I'hat not being very well underftood in England, it was of the moft Importance, and therefore 
he took Upon himfelf to give a full Anfwer to that Article. Of courfe, as there were but Five 
or Six Days to prepare his Anfwer to the Whole, and 1 think there were Twenty-one or 
Twenty-two Charges in all, it muft have been done by different Gentlemen of his Acquaintance. 
1 had drawn up a very ftiort Anfwer to the Article entitled, “ Benares”: I ftiewcd this (not by 
any Dircdlion of Mr. Haftings), but I fticwed this myfelf to Mr. Halhed, whole Abilities and 
Knowledge of the Country were fuperior to my own : He told me he would anfwer to tliat 
Article j and when he had finifhed it, he gave it to me, and 1 carried it to Mr. Haftings, as 
it ftands, without the Alterations that I have read to your Lordfhips. I lhall continue to Hate, 
till I come to the End of them, the fevcral Alterations. I ftated Mr. Haftings never having feen, 
nor ever having heard them read, till he came to deliver them to the Houfc ot Commons. 

Q. How do you know Mr. Haftings never faw them, nor heard them read, before he delivered 
them to the Houfe ? 

A. Becaufe when I carried the firft Draught from Mr. Halhcd to Mr. Haftings, the Day pre- 
ceding that upon which the Anfwers were read at the Bar of the Houfe, after reading" it to 
Mr. Haftings, I myfelf carried it back to Mr. Halhed Mr. Halhed employed a Perfon to fit up 
the greater Part of the Night, if not the whole Night, to copy it ; and Mr. Halhed himfelf told 
me, that he had made many confiderable Additions to it, as it was originally read to Mr. Haftings. 
The Additions arc thole which I have read to your Lordlhips, and appear in Mr. Halhed’s own 
Hand Writing. 

What became of the Paper after that Time j was it never carried to Mr. Haftings 

again? 

A. It was finilhcd fo late, he had hardly Time to get to the Houfe of Commons with it > 
there were near Twenty-one or Twenty-two Articles. 

Who delivered the Paper to the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. Mr. Haftings himfelf. 

How long after it was returned to him ? 

A. 1 believe not more than an Hour, and I can fpcak pofitively to Mr. Haftings not having 
feen it. 

Qi {from the Coufi/el.) Was Mr. Haftings With you during that Hour ? 

A. I was with him the Whole of that Hour. 

Muft you have feen Mr. Haftings perufe it, if he had perufed it f 

A. I certainly muft. 

Was Mr. Haftings limited in point of Time for delivering that Anfwer ? 

A. I really cannot exaflly fpeak : I believe the Journals will Ihew that. Whether Mr. Haftings's 
Petition ftated a particular Day, or whether the Houfe appointed a particular Day, or afleed how 
many Days he would want, I don’t recollcfl : I rather think I was afleed how many Days Mr. 
Haftings would require. 

Qi (from the Managers.) Whether you mean to fay pofitively, that Mr. Haftings read, as Part 
of his Defence at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, fomething which he had not previoufly read 
himfelf? 

A. In fo far as thefe Infertions arc made in this Manufeript, he certainly did. 

This was read at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. It was read by a Gentleman on the Part of Mr. Haftings. 

Qi {from a Manager.) Am I to underftand the Witnefs to fay, that Mr. Haftings read in his 
Defence at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, Fafts, concerning the Truth of which, and Ar- 
guments, concerning the Jufticc of which, he knew nothing at all? 

A. I think the Honourable Manager afks me to a Faft that, in another Place, I believe I 
ftated prccifcly fo. 

Qi Arc there any other Paffages than thofe you have now mentioned, that were added ? 

The Managers obferved, that the Witnefs had not anfwercd the Queflion. 

A. I think I have gone through the Paper completely : I don’t fee any other Additions. 

You (hould anfwer the ^eftion now put ; that is to fay. Whether upon the Matter you 
hive now delivered, Mr. Haftings did or did not read, as a Part of his Defence in the Houfe of 

Commons, Fafts of which he knew nothing, and Arguments, the Jufticc of which he had not 
wnfidcred ? 6 6.- 

A. I 
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A. I would wifli to date to your Lordfl)ip$, that in fo far as there ate any Paflagw here srhich I 
have read, he certainly did v and if I may be permitted to date my Infortnaiioa, as far as 1 myfelf 
am concerned, 1 beg your l/)rdlhlps* Indulgence to do k : — In the Courfe of the Debates preceding 
the preflnt Impeachment, ibmc Strefs war laid by the Honourable Manager on a certain Paflage 
of one ot thcle Anfwcrs 1 did in my Place mylclf date, that I might perhaps prove Mr. Haft- 
ings guilty of fotne Dilrefpedt, when I dated to the Houfe of Commons a Faa, which would 
certainly exonerate him from every Porpofe of Milreprefentation t namely, that the Paflage which 
was fo animadverted upon in the Houfe of Commons Was not written by Mr. Haftings, but 
written by me. 

I'he prefent Quedion is, whether the Alterations you have read do not contain both Fadts 
anti Argument, wlucn were inferted after Mr. Hadings faw the Paper? 

A. I ihitik they certainly do, both Faffs and Arguments. 

Wiietlier vvi.en Mr. Hadings faw thofc Paflagas afterwards, he cttprclTcd any particular Difap. 

probation of ilicni ? 

A. I tan fiy politivcly that Mr. tjaf^ings did. 

Was then; any Petition from Mr. Hadings to the Houfe of Commons, or otherwife, to give 
him more I inre for his Defence— Any Application ffom Mr. Haftings fona later Day ? 

A. Mr. 1 ladings did not make any Application i but I believe I can ftate to your Lordfliips 
the Kcalon wliy no Application was made for a longer Time. A very few Days after the Original 
Chaiges, whicli were brought againft Mt- Haftings, were delivered to the Houfe of Commons, 
they were reprinted, and publickly folt), I believe, throughout the Kingdom : As Mr. Haftings 
conceived that tliole Charges contained many Aflertions which were likely to injure him in the 

publick Opinion, he certainly was very ci^et to produce a Reply to them •, and upon the Opinion 

ol his Friends that the Rohilla War was the moft important, Mr. Hadings certainly, to my 
Knowledge, was not fo anxious as to the Mode adopted in anfwcring the others; it being fup- 
pofed the mam Strels of the Quedion would turn upon the Rohilla War. 

The Qiicdion propofed to you was, Whether Mr. Hadings, by Petition or otherwife, ap- 
plied to the I loule of Commons for a longer Time to put in his Defence ? 

A. He did not. I meant to give that as a Reafon why I thought he did not. 

0,1 wifh tiie Witnefs to be afked, whether, when Mr. Hadings exprefled hit Difapprobation 
nt the Interpolation of the Faffages alluded to, he did not know that thefe Paflages ftood upon th« 
Journals of the Houfe of Commons as Part of his Defence ? 

A. 1 think he certainly did— mod undoubtedly. 

Q, Did he take any Mcafurc to have thofc Parts he obiefted to, retraced ? 

A. No. 

Q. All the Paflages which the Witnefs alludes to, I am to underftand, were either read by Mrf 
Hadings, or in his Frcfcncc, at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. They were. 

Q. Did not Mr. Hadings, fubfequent to the reading themhimfelf, or having heard them read, 
difire tliem to be entered upon the Journals, as his Defence ? 

A. Not that I recolleft. Mr. Hadings laid this, I believe: I deftre to have them read, and I 
wilh to have them made as public as podible, undoubtedly. 

Q. 'i he (^edion is, whether Mr. Hadings deftred to have them put upon the Journals of the 
Houfe of Commons ? 

A. Not that I recolleifl in thofc Terms: I think it is very probable. I moved to have them 
printed. 

Q. It is in Evidence that he did, and that he did it, not upon the Day upon which he heard it 
read, but upon the Day after ? 

A. It took two Days to read the various Anfwcrs; they were not all done in one Day. 

The Managers for the Commons were afttpd, Whether the Defence would not have 
been put upon the Journals of courfe, if the Defendant had not defired it ? 

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, That was a Qvjcftion they would rather 
decline anfwering. 

(ly a Lord.) I underftand the Witnefs to fay, when this Paper was carried to Mr. Haft- 
ings, he had it for Orie Hour ; and I underftood the Witnefs to fay, he carried it to him. No* 
I wilh to alk the Witnefs, when he carried this Paper the feeond Time after thofc Alterations 
vycre made by Mr. Halhcd, whether the Witnefs did or did not inform Mr. Haftings that any 
Inch Alterations had been made, or that any Altcratkms had been made? 

A. I certainly did not; and I viiould wilh to repeat tp your LordOtips, that he did lay the 
iwhole Strels of the Bufincls upon the Rohilla War at the Time. 

You did not any Part of that ? 

A. I did not. I certainly did not; and that was the Reafon why I was careleft about It - 

3 Qi 
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O Was fou, <ir ndCi with Mr. Halhed when he fat up «]! Night ^ 

A I believe I ftated, or meant to ftatc, when Mr. Halhed came to me the Morning of the Day 
when tbofc Apfwers were read W the Bar of the Houfe, M^alhcd told me he had fat up all 
Nieht, or the grwtell Part of the Night, with a Writer, a Stationer, to copy the Paper now pro- 
duccd'beiorc your Lordfliips, and that he had added in his own Hand the Paffages I have mcn- 
lioned. 

The material Queftion is— What Inftruftions had Mr. Halhed, and from whom, to make 

thole Alterations ? 

No Inftruftjons of any Kind. 

n How do you know he had no Inftruftions, as you were not prefent ? 

^ To that Faft I can certainly fpeak no farther, than from my own Knowledge— I neither 
know nor believe he had any Inftruftions. 

(1 That is, you do not know of his having any Inftruftions ? 

^ I do not know of any — I know that Mr. Haftings was himfclf very bufily employed at the 
Time, and did confide in Mr. Halhed to anfwcr the Benares Charge. 

Whether Mr. Haftings, to your Knowledge, ever faw that Defence after its being read in 
the Houfe of Commons, and prior to its being printed ? 

A. I believe he did *, I think Mr. Haftings and I went together to Mr. Benfon’s Room, where 
we law the Papers; there were either Twenty-one or T\ycnty-two Charges, and they muft have 
been fecn with the others; but we were not there Time enough to make any Alterations, nor 
Ihould 1 fuppofe it was in Mr. f^aftings’s Power ^o make any Alterations in any Papers 
that had been given in. 

Q. Did Mr. Haftings, at the Titne when th? Witnefe fays he went with him to Mr. Benfon’s, 
exprefs any Wilh to alter any Part of the Defence, if it had been in his Power ? 

A. 1 recollefl pcrfeflly well, Mr. Haftings’s ftating that there were Parts which he did not like, 
and mentioning Parts of the Benares Article which he did not like ; and a particular Expreflion 
in another Article which he faid he did not like. The particular Exprefllon In that other Article, 
which he faid had hurt him very much, was “ an unfortunate Minifter.” 

Q, Do you recollefl any other Objection Mr. Haftings made at that Time ? 

A. No : Mr. Haftings faid generally, there were other Parts he did not like, without fpecifying 
what thofc other Parts were. 

Did Mr. Haftings exprefs any Wifti that any Application Ihould be made to the Houfe to 
have any Part altered ? 

A. None that I know of. 

Whether you had heard the Alterations made by Mr. Halhed antecedent to your delivering 
it back to Mr. Haftings, and its being read in the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. I did not; but I am not pofitivc : I am not clear whether Mr. Halhed himfclf did not read 
One of thofe bng Notes to me; I rather think he did and I had talcen upon myfclf to anfwcr, 
1 think. Three or Four of the Articles, and mine were not ready till juft before I went down to 
Mr. Haftings. 

Qi (from a Lord), Whether, when that particular Alteration was read in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in which Alteration there is a very particular and pointed Reference to what Mr. Haftings 
himfclf had done upon a former Occafion, (I cannot rccolleft the Words), where he fays, it was to 
thole Principles that I alluded in the Minute that I gave in ; whether Mr. Haftings did at that 
Time, or at any fubfequent Time, exprefs a Difapprobation of that, as having imputed to him 
Allufions and Principles, that is, AHufions which he djd not make, and Principles which he did 
not avow ; do you remember that Alteration which the Paflage refers to f Do you remember the 
i’alTagc } 

A. 1 do. 

0;^ Did Mr. Haftings obferve upon that Paflfage, that he was diffatisfied with having been under- 
ftood to make Allufions which he did npt make, and to affert Principles which he did not avow ? 

A. No. 1 think his Exprefllon was, “ There .were Parts of the Benares Anfwcr which I do not 
like I think that was the only Obfervation ; 1 think fo, I am not clear. Mr. Haftings has jmee 
mentioned one particular Part very lately. , * 

p.QifA®* Lord). The Witnefs has told your Lordihips that the diperent Anfwcrs to the different 
Charges were prepared by feveralof Mr. Haftings’s Friends; the Queftion I wifti to alk is, Whether 
•uch Anfwcrs were prc{>ared intircly from what fuggefted itfelf to their Imagination, or from Ma- 
terials and Inftrudions furniflied by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. By noinftruftions furnilhcd by him, to my Knowledge; and, I think, I muft have known 
of them, if there had been any. 

Whether, when you applied by Petition for Mr. Haftings to be heard in the Houfe of Com- 
nwiis, you ypuriplf did t^ot name tjic Day upon.whjch you wiflied Mr. Haftings to be heard i 
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A, 1 think I ftated the Day, I believe the Journals vill (hew it: I do not know that I did. 
but ( think I did. ’ 

Whether Mr. Hafting?, or, your Knowledge, fome Friends for him, have not fentout 
to India a confiderablc Number of Copies of the printed Defence of Mr. Haftings, put into the 
Houle of Commons as his Juftification? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. I have fent out a great Number of Papers; an Account of everv 
Thing that has arifen for and againft Mr. Haftings, but not with the View the Honourable Gen- 
tieman mentioned. 

But, with or without that View, have any of thofe Copies been fent out with the Know, 
ledge, or by the Direftions of Mr. Haftings ? 

A. Not by the Diredions of Mr. Haftings. 

Q. But with his Knowledge ? 

A. Not with his Knowledge. I defire not to confine it to one Side of the Queftion; I have 
fent out fcvcral Copies of every Thing. 

Qa But by his DireAions? 

A. Certainly not. 

Qi Mr. Halhcd and Mr. Shore, you laid, had a confiderable Share in compofing this Defence; 
where arc thofe Gentlemen now ? 

A. Mr. Shore is a Member of the Supreme Council of Bengal at Calcutta ; Mr. Halhed is gone 
abroad in Confequence of the Death of his Father-in-law, and Mr. Haftings has written to him, 
requeuing him to be here in the Courfeof this Trial, as he (hall want him as a Witnefs, which 
he has promifed to be. 

What other Perfon to your Knowledge had feen the Paper, called, The Defence, before its 
being re.id in the Houfe of Commons. 

A. I really cannot ftate any Gentleman, to my Knowledge, who has feen the Whole ; but I 
can ftate thofe who have written Farts of it. 

Who are they ? 

A. Mr. David Anderfon. 

Wh.it Part did he write ? 

A. Mr. Anderfon wrote the Anfwcr to the Charge, intituled. The Ranna of Gohud, which, 

I believe, is not before the Houfe. 

Q. Any other Perfon ^ 

A. Mr. Baber. 

Q. Any other Perfon ? 

A. Mr. Markham. 

Q. Any other Perfon ? 

A. Mr. Middleton. I do not immediately recoiled any other Perfon; but there certainly mult 
have been others. 

Do you recoiled any Member of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. No. I do not: And I think I can take upon myfelf to fay, no Member of the Houfe of 
Commons, or any other Gentleman, except myfelf, faw the Anfwer to the Article of Benares. 

I mean any Part of the Defence at all ? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Do you know whether any Member of the other Houfe of Parliament faw any Part of his 
Defence ? 

A. I believe not. 

You do not know that any Member of the other Houfe of Parliament faw any Part of his 
Defence ? 

A. I do not t.ikc upon myfelf to fpeak pofitively ; I am not certain by any Means. 

Q. I wilh the Witnefs to fpeak pofitively, whether he docs not know fome Members of the 
Home of Lords faw that Defence ? 

A. I do not, nor do I believe they did : I think it exceedingly probable fome Members of the 
Houfe of Commons, being very well acquainted with Mr. Haftings, might have feen it. 

Q. Whether the Paper delivered in, called “ The Second Defence of Mr. Haftings,” was com- 
poW by Mr. Haftings in the Whole, or in Part, or by any other Perfon, and by whom ? 

A. I believe there was One Paragraph that I wrote, but I really cannot be pofitivc which 
it was. 

Q. I wifli the Witnefs to point out that Paragraph, if he can, by looking at the Paper. I would 
wilh to know the Diftance of Time between preferring the Charge and the Defence, properly called, 
the Defence in the Houfe of Commons, and the Time of circulating the Second Paj^r ? 
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A. I fancy Nin; or Ten Months i it was in the following Sedion. The Original Charges were 
delivered in One Seflion, and this Paper was given in b^iim fome Day, in the Month of Fcbriury, 
in the following Seflion, which mud have been Nine onSen Months alter. 

Whether the Witnefs confiders that Defence alfo to have been written in a Hurry, without 
duePreparation and Delineation ? 

A. It was certainly written in a great Hurry, becaufc, I believe, Mr. Flaftings had no Idea of 
writing till Ten or Eleven o’Clock in the Morning, and it was finilhed by Four or Five o’clock 
in the Evening of the following Day, and carried by me to the Printer. 

Whether the Witnefs means to diftinguilh any PaflTages in this Defence, whicli, upon the 
Ground of Hurry, they mean to objeft to as Evidence ? 

A. It is impoflible for me to didingiiifli what they mean to objeiSt to as Evidence. 

Are there any particular Paflages in this Defence which were wrote in a Hurry, which you 
thiim Icfs worthy the Attention of the Houfe ? 

A. It would be Prefumption in me to anfwcr that Qiieftion. 

Q. (from a Manager.) Are there any particular Paflages more remarkable than the relt, wliich 
you tliink the Efiedt of Hurry ? 

A. I have not read that Paper for a Year and a Half, and 1 don’t think I could rccolleft a 
Word of it now there is one Paragraph written by myfelf, and I proteft I don’t think I could 
find it out. 

O. How came you to be able, fo accurately, to diftinguilh a Part written by yourfclf in tlie Fiift 
Defence, and to have no Recolledtion of that which was written by yourfclf in the Second ? 

A. I think I have dated, that in the Firft Defence I took upon myfcll One intire Article, and 
anfwcred it ; and it was natural that fome Impreflions might have been upon my Memory of it : 
But with rcfpcdf to the others, I do not know where to find them ; fubfequent to that Period I paid 
no Attention to them. The Moment I faw Mr. Haftings’s Name at the Bottom, I pcrfcdfly rccol- 
Icdcd it was a Paper I had written. 

(from a Manager.) Whether you have any Recollcdlion that the Paflage I fliall now read 
was written by Mr. Haftings, or by any other Perfon j viz. 

“ Preface to the Fourth Charge. 

“ Before I proceed to reply to the Charges rcfpcdling my Condudt to the Begums, and on the 
Affairs of Oude, I muft obferve, that they contain Particulars of which I was ignorant until I 
read them in the Charges; I am therefore very much indebted to the AfTiftancc of Mr. Middle- 
ton, and to the Information of Gentlemen who were in Oude when the Tranfaftion alluded to 
happened. By their Aids I have been enabled to reply fully to thefe Charges ; and every Aflcr- 
tion in my Reply is capable of Proof cither by Documents now before this Honourable Houfe, or 
by Evidence ready to be produced at its Bar.” 

A. I will not fpeak pofitively — I cannot pretend to fay diredly — but I believe that was written 
by myfelf, by Mr. Haftings’s particular Diredions. If your Lordfhips will give me leave I will 
ftate the Fad : When Mr. Haftings read over the Article intitled. The Begums of Oude, he told 
me there were many Particulars which he had not read, and particularly that Story about the 
Khourd Mahal. I applied to Mr. Middleton from Mr. Haftings, and got from him the Materials, 
upon which the Anfwcr to that Article was drawn up : and 1 believe Two or Three Writers in 
my Houfe copied that with the Corredions I had put to it as it came from Mr. Middleton, and I 
carried it to Mr. Haftings afterwards. 

Then Mr. Haftings, as we underftand, faw the general Defence of that Article of Oude be- 
fore It was read to the Houfe. When did Mr. Haftings firft of all fee that Anfwcr fo formed, 
by you ? 

A. I think either One or Two Days before it was delivered in. 

Q. Then, was it not after Mr. Haftings faw the general Article, that he direded you to prepare 
this Introdudion ? 

A. The Article of the Defence or Charge ? 

The Article of the Defence. Was it after Mr. Haftings had feen the general Article of 
Defence, that he diredted you to prepare this Introdudion ? 

A. I cannot fpeak pofitively, but 1 think it muft have been afterwards. 

Then, Mr. Haftings faw the Defence after it was finilhed by Mr. Middleton ? 

A. 1 think I read it to him myfelf. 

That was before this Introdudion was written ? 

A. I think fo. 

He then direded you to infert in this Introdudion, “ that by thefe Aids I have been enabled 
to reply fully to thefe Charees; and every Aflertion in my Reply is capable of Proof.” Was that 
the Jnfertion you were direded to make, after Mr. Haftings had feen the Article fo drawn ? 

A. Certainly 
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A. Certainly not the Paflage as it has been read, but it was left to me to draw it up. 

What were the Inftruftions of Mf^aftings ? 

A. The Inftruftions of Mr. Haftings were, that as the Articles intitled “ Begums,” “ Bulbudder 
Sing,” and “ Farrackabad,” contain many Particulars that 1 don’t know, he laid, I think it right 
to fay, I am indebted to others for the Account I have given. 

Was that the Whole of your Infirudions, according to your Memory ? 

A. According to my Recollcftion, it vras. 

Did you not read the Introdiiftion to Mr, Haftings, after you had drawn it up? 

A. I think I did— I have no Doubt of it. 

Q. After the Time of your having read that Introduftion to Mr. Haftings, do you recoHeft 
wh^cr he added any Thing to the Defence ? r a.- 

A. There is a particular Paflage, which 1 am clear muft have been added by Mr. Haftings. 
The Paflage I was going to read to your Lordihips was added by Mr. Haftings: “ I have con- 
tludled the Narration ot the preceding Detail to its Clofe, without chufing to interrupt it, or to 
difturb the Attention of my Honourable Hearers, by the concluding Obfervation which I now 
think it neceflary to make upon it — bccaufe I held the whole Series of the A£ls thus connefted 
ftridtly reconcileablc to Juftice, Honour, and good Policy, whoever were the Parties concerned in 
them ; but I muft at the fame Time affirm, that thefe Adis, whether right or wrong, are not 
mine, though originating from me, in my Confent yielded to the Nabob, at his Ipecial Inftance, 
that he (hould reclaim the Treafures kept back from him by his Mother, and the Jagheers from 
all the Jagheerdars; and from my fubfequent Claim, which 1 avow to have been moll peremp- 
tory, that my Confent to a Meafure liable to fuch a Variety of Conftrudlions, Ihould not be 
perverted to an Inftrument of private Compromife, or the Confiftency of my Charader forfeited 
by its being withdrawn, after fuch rigorous and public Denunciations of it. Mjwlaft Orders 
therefore for its Execution • is all that I am anfwcrable for : The Reft depended upon the Inftru- 
ments which were employed in it, and lb little on myfelf, that I was ignorant of the whole Mode 
of its Execution till it was done, and fo far as I am concerned in it, the whole Board were equally 
concerned and unanimous.” That, I can take upon myfelf to fay, was added by Mr. Haftings 
himfclf, after I had read the other Part. 

Q, Was it added after you read the Whole of the Introdudion, as well as the reft ? 

A. Yes. I beg Leave to corred myfelf : I cannot fpeak as to whether after the Intro- 
dudion. 

a After this Claufc was added by Mr. Haftings in this Defence, were any further Additions 
or Alterations made ? 

A. I believe not : Not that I know of. 

Q. Whether you know at what Time the general Inttodudion to the Whole of the Defence 
was written ? 

A. The general Introdudion was written by Mr. Haftings, I think, T wo Days after the Com- 
mons had permitted him to be heard j and, I think, the remaining Three Days were employed 
by Mr. Haftings in anfwering the Rohilla War, and the Article intitled. The King’s T ributc : 
Mr. Haftings affigning as a Rcafon why he anfwered the Article intitled, The King’s Tribute, 
that there was an Allegation in that Article, that the Eaft India Company, by not paying Twenty- 
fix Lacks to the King, had forfeited all their Right to the PofTcfiion of India % which leemed to 
him a very extraordinary Allegation ; and he meant to defend them. 

(T Then upon the main Queftion you fay, that the general Introdudion was written by Mr. 
Haftings Two Days after Leave had been given him to make his Defence before the Houfe of 
Commons •, and Six Days were given him for that Purpofc ? 

A. 1 think foj 1 think it was Two Days afterwards v I was bufily employed myfelf in the Part 
I had to do. 

As near as you can recoiled ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whether you recoiled that in the Preface to the Defence, an Allufion is made to the laft 
Article of the Charge ? 

A. I rather think the Honourable Manager muft have been miftaken, that is, with refped to 
F'yzoola Khan : There is with refped to fome Anfwers ; I don’t know them all : But that was 
given in fubfequent to the Time Mr. Haftings dcfired to be heard. Mr. Haftings had but a Ihort 
Time to anlWer the Charge refpeding Fyzoola Khan; he had fome Time topftpare that Article, 
as it contained a great Variety of Allegations. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would now read the PaffagCj 
convince the Houfe that Mr. Haftings was peifeftly aware of that Char^ i that he 
declared himfclf equal to the Talk, that he -took the whole Defence upon himfelf> and 

that he difavowed all Errors that might be found in it. 

4 • Then 
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Then the Managers for the Commons read the PalTage, as follows f . 

€♦ Pi«0ed by the Load of Slander thus heaped upon refolved to try the only Rcfourcc C 
vhich afforded me a Chance of Redrefs j and in Oppolition to many and weighty Difeourage- i"*’ 
ments, I threw myfelf upon the Juftice of this Honourable Houfe, and petitioned to be allowed 
to make my Defence in Perfon, and I fucceeded. Whether I owe this Indulgence to your Good- 
nefs or your Juftice, I accept it with equal Gratitude. 

« Of the Difeouragements to which I allude, 1 fhall mention but Two Points, and thefc it is 
incumbent on me to mention, becaufe they relate to Effcfls which the Juftice of this Honourable 
Houfe may, and, I truft, will, avert. The firft is an Objeftion to my being at all perfonally 
committed in my Defence, fince, in fo wide a Field of Difcuffion, it would be impoflible not to 
admit fome Things of which an Advantage might be taken to turn them into Evidence againll; 
mylclf : Whereas another might as well ufc as I could, or better, the fame Materials of my De- 
fence, without involving me in the fame Confet^uences ; but I am fure that this Honourable 
Houfe will yield me its Protection againft the Cavils of unwarranted Inference ■, and if the Truth 
can tend to conviCt me, I am content to be myfelf the Channel to convey it. 

« 1 he other Objection lay in my own Bread. It was not till Monday laft that I formed the 
Kcfolution, and 1 knew not then whether I might not in Confcquence be laid under the Obliga- 
tion of preparing and completing in Five Days, and in effeCt fo it has proved, the Refutation of 
Charges, which it has been the Labour of my Accufer, armed with all the Powers of Parliamenr, 
and at one Time greater, to compile during as many Years of almoft undifturbed Lcifurc ; but I 
knew myfelf equal to the Undertaking, and I now only revert to my Difficulties, that the Confi- 
dcration of them may befpeak the candid Allowance of this Honourable Houle for any Inaccuracies, 
or tor any Thing defective, which may appear in my Defence, but 1 claim no other Indulgence on 
this Account.” 


Then the Witnefs was afked. 

Whether Mr. Haftings wrote that Paragraph ? 

A. I believe he wrote the Whole of that Introduction ; and the Whole of the Article intituled, 
The Rohilla War. 

Q. Who drew the Anfwcr intituled, Contracts and Encresfe of Eftabliflimcnts ? 

A. I did. 

Who drew the Anfwer to the Article intituled. Receipts and Prefents ? 

A. I believe I drew a Part of that, and I think the reft was drawn by Mr. Baber. 

Who drew the Anfwcr to the Article intituled, Rcftgnation ? 

A. Mr, Halhed, I believe} and there are fome Paffages in that, which I myfelf put in. 

Who drew the Anfwcr to the Article intituled, Mildemeanors in Oude ? 

A. I drew that, from Materials given me by Mr. Middleton. 

Q; Who drew the Article intituled, “ Fyzoola Cawn ?” 

A. Mr. Haftings } 1 believe I mentioned that before. 

Whether thofe Articles were (hewn to Mr, Haftings before he produced them at the Bar of 
the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. Every Article was Ihewn to Mr. Haftings. I believe they were read by me, but read in a very 
curfory Manner, upon Account of the Shortnefs of Time } and I believe they were all in my Pof- 
felTion till they were put in to the Houfe of Commons. 

Were there any Infertions in any other Articles, except the Article, Benares, fubfequent 
to Mr. Haftings* View of them ? 

A, I recollect an Exprcffion that was put in by myfelf, which was meant to be expunged, but 
by Accident it was not ; which Mr. Haftings lamented.— I think it is in a Comparifon between 
the enormous Expcnccs incurred by the late War in this Country, and the trifling Expences incur- 
red in India. In that Paffage there is this Exprcffion, “ by an unfortunate Miniftcr}” Mr. Haft- 
ings objected to that, and it was left in by Miftake. 

The Witnefs has faid, the Anfwer to the Article intituled. The Begums of Oude, which is 
the prefent Charge, was compofed by Mr. Middleton and others •, I wifli to know from him, who 
elfe was concerned in drawing up that Anfwcr ? 

A. I don’t recollect I faid, others — I faid Mr. Middleton gave me the Materials, and from 
thefe Materials I drew it •, and I had fome Writers in my own Houfe that copied them — Mr. 
Middleton gave me the Materials for that— I drew that, and the Article intituled, Bulbudder Sing. 

Who drew any Paragraphs in the Article intituled, Bulbudder Sing, I mean the Rajah of 
Sahlonc, befidesyourfelf? 

A. I drew it — I beg Pardon, — I do not know whether it was Mr. Middleton or Mr. Gilpin 
who furniflicd the Materials j I think it was Mr. Gilpin. 

5 C 0:. Whe. 
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Whether the Articles of the Charge were not printed a long Time before Mr. Haftings pro. 
duced his Defence in the Hoiifc ? ^ 

A. I think. 1 have dated, that in confequence of their being printed and fold in Pamphlets, at 
Half a Crown each, I made an Application to the Hoafe for Mr. Haftings to make his Defence. 


C.^ I low long were they printed before the Order of the Houfe was made for Mr. Haftings to 
put in his Defence? 

A. The Journals will Ihcw tliatj whether it was a Month or Six Weeks I do not know. 


What hindered Mr. Haftings from preferring his Defence before that Time to the Iloufc ? 

A. I believe Mr. Haftings hoped a fpeedy Queftion would have been earlier put v and when he 
found there was no Probability of that being done, he felt uneafy : During the remaining Time 
when I fpeak to Pive or Six Weeks, I fpcak from Memory only. ’ 

What Reafon had Mr. Haftings to know or to fuppofe, that a fpeedy Queftion would be put 
upon the Articles ? 

A. I cannot tell what Reafon: I thought at the Time there would j and probably he got his 
Ideas from me, as I was in the Houfe. 


C.)^ Whether there was any Aft of the Houfe which precipitated Mr. Haftings with regard to his 
Defence ? 

A. None; but theSefTion was advancing, and Mr. Haftings was apprehenfivc it would be con* 
tinned another Seflion } and if Mr. Haftings was in a Miftakc, he was in a Miftake in common 
with all the World, that the Rohilla War would determine the Whole. 


What Steps did Mr. Haftings take when he found the Bufinefs going on in the Houfe of 
Commons to undeceive the I loufc with refpeft to the fpurious Defence he put in ? 

A. I believe I havcanlwercd that. 


Do you know of any Reafon he had for not taking any Step of that Sort ? 

A. 1 really do not know. 

CP I will afk a Queftion merely to afeertain the Degree of Labour that was necelTary to draw 
thcle Aniwers. I wilh to afk. Whether the Anfwcr to f'cvcral of the Articles was not copied ver- 
batim, or nearly lb, from the Minutes of the Council, in the Year 1774 and 1775, at Calcutta, 
in which liisConduft had been arraigned by a Majority of the Council? 

A. I (liould llippofe the Honourable Manager means, in the Article intituled, The Rohilla War. 

I mean all of it ? 

A. There is a conliderable Part of One of the Anfwers, * in which Mr. Haftings inferts a Copy 
of a Minute made at Calcutta, but the Anfwcr is certainly very long, independant of that j .1 
very long and full Detail. 

(from a Lord.) You fay the Defence in the Houfe of Commons took up Two Days in 
reading ; Did Mr. 1 fallings, during the reading upon thole Two Days, make any Objeftion to the 
P.dragcs altered by Mr. llalhed ? 

A. He m.ule no public Objeftion— I was not near Mr. Haftings at the Time— I was in my Place 
in the Houle, and therefore 1 cannot tell. 

(from a Lord.) Was not the Charge of Benares read the Firft Day ? 

A. 1 he Pirll Day — the Firft Thing read was the General Introduftion •, then the Rohilla War; 
then the King’s Tribute, and then the Article, Benares. 

Q. (from a Lord.) The Witnefs hasftated that, at Firft when this Defence was made upon the 
Benares Article it w.is carried to Mr. Haftings, — I am fpeaking now of the Firft Time when it was 
earned ; I willi to know in whofc Hand-writing that Draft was— -by whom it was wrote ? 

A. The original Draft was in the Hand- writing of Mr. Halhed, who himfclf wrote it. 

(P I wifti to know who the Clerk was that made that Copy ? 

A. 1 do not know tire Name of the Perfon, but I can learn his Name, and he can be produced— 
he is in iliis Town — he was a young Man patronized by Mr. Halhed, and I can learn his Name. 

(from a Lord.) The Witnefs has ftated, that after the Defence had been under the Confider- 
ation of Mr. Haftings fublcquent to the Time of its being printed, Mr. Haftings faid to the Wit- 
nefs that there were fome Parts of the Benares Bufinefs which he difiikcd ; and took Notice of 
the Words “ Unfortunate Minifter,” which he wifhed had not been in itj I wifh the Witnefs to 
be afkcd. Whether Mr. Haftings, after he had had that Confideration of the Defence, obferved, to 
the Knowledge of the Witnefs, that there was any Faft untruly ftated in the Defence ? 

A. 1 do not recolleft that he did } I rather think not. 

Whether (always fpeaking to the fame Period) Mr. Haftings obferved, to the Knowledge of the 
Witnefs, that there was any Principle laid down in that Defence which hedifclaimcd? 

A. Not at that Time : But I would wifh to mention One Thing as a Reafon that probably ptf' 
vented a great deal of Difcuirion, That Mr. Haftings did think, in common with all the World, 
that the only Queftion was the Queftion of the Rohilla War. 

2 O^Thc 
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^ TKr Witncfs miftakcs the Time : The Time I fpeak to is after tl>e Publication of the De- 
^ Witncfs has faid, that there was fomething injhe Benares Article, particularly thclc 
IlnfortunateMinifter,” which Mr. IIaftings»flikcti.— Whether he then laid to the 

Time he rccolleas Mr. Haftings difclaimed any of 

the P,'^. . but if vour Lordfliip means, by at any Time, irom what has happened 

'1- cmaS’S M Hdlmg.\mnu«n his D,&pp-obau»,. , bu. shcli WorJs. 

L'unVoriunaie Minifter,” arc not in the Senates Charge, but in another. 

n Ymi have told the Houfe, That there were various Paflages interpolated in his Defence, of 
Mr Haftincs had no Knowledge ; fome containing Fadfs, and fome Arguments, which he 
T lapproved : Do%u know whether he has ever difclaimed any ot thole Principles advanced by 

''' a Mr^Haftingshas, fince the Bufinefs has been before your Lordlhips, but not before, in 
r teSion dcclLd, he never could, if he had read it, have allowed any Expreflion to pafs that 
1 i have been conftrued into an Idea of his having entertained any perfonal Animofity againlt 
Cheic Sing •, he faid pofitivcly, he was furc he had not leen it. 

.. Thnt is rather a Faft : 1 will repeat the Queftion again. You have mentioned tliere were 
,Spaffaees, fome confiding of Fads allcdged. fome ot Grounds ot Argument i the Oueltion 
many raiagcj Whether Mr. Haftings has, in any Converfation with you, difclaimed any of 

tTofe Prindplcs which arc dated in the Defence as Grounds of Argument among thole PalTages in- 

except that particular ExprelTion, « Cheit Sing to have "ic rather than the Com- 
any’for its Objed at lead,” that feemed as if it was perfonal to him he difclaimed that. 

^ O^Then, in point of Fad, you do not remember his making any Objedion to any other Parts 

°^A No, except that general ExprelTion, that there were many Parts he difliked. 

O. To’put the Queftion more corrcdly. Whether Mr. Haftings has at any Time difavowed any 

of the Motives of his Condud dated in his Defence ? u • l l i n ie»r 

A Not as I recoiled in Terms, except generally, that there were Parts which he diftiked. 


Then the Witnefs was direded to withdraw. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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T he Lords being in their Places, the Houle* refunied, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acqiuaintcd 
the Managers for the Commons, that they might proceed with their Evidence, 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Points which the Firft Witnefs 
they meant to call would fpeak to, were, Firlt, to what they conceived to be the real 
Caufe of the Difturbances in Oude, and" partictviarly in the Provinces of Haraitch 
and Goruckpore; Secondly, To the Subjeddion of the Nabob; and Thirdly, To 
prove it pcrfe6\ly impolTible but that Mr. Mailings mull have been apprifed of all the 
Tranfaftions going on at Lucknow in the Years 1781 and 1782. 

The Connfel for the Defendant requefted the Managers foi- the Commons woidd have 
the Goodiiefs to Hate to what Charges, befides the Charge now before the Hoiife, this 
Evidence veas meant to be adduced, the Difturbances in Baraitch and Goruckpore 
making a diftimft Article of Charge. 

The Houfe informed the Counfel for the Defendant, that the Managers for the 
Commons had explained the Points to which they meant to examine the Witnel's about 
to be called. The only Queftion therefore was, VVhellier he llioiild be called at all ? 
Confequently this w'as not the Time to make an Objeftion ; but if any Ihould arife 
in the Courfe of the Examination, that would be the proper Time to make it. 

Then ROBERT HOLT Efquire, was called ; and being fworn, was examined as 
follows : 

Q; At what Time, and in what Situation was you in the Company’s Service in India? 

A. 1 was appointed in the Year 1778 in the Company’s Service, and in the Year 1779 Affiftant 
to the Kclident at the Vizier’s Court. 

When was you appointed AITiftant to the Refident ? 

A. I am not certain whether It was in the Year 1779 or in 1780. 

In the latter End of the Year 1779 or in 1780; Is that the Account you mean to give 
of your Appointment to be Alhftant to the Ucfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court ? 

A. Yes ; fomewhere thereabouts, I am not pertcdlly certain. 

Q; Under what Refident was you employed j whether under one, or more than one ? 

A. I was employed firft, under the Rcfidentfhip of Mr. Purling; then, under Mr. Briftow ; 
then, iinde.r Mr. Middleton ; and then, under Mr. Briftow again. 

fX I wilh the Witnefs to fpeak to the State of Oude during that Period as fully as he can ? 

A. Before I anfwer that Queftion, 1 could wilh to communicate fomething to your Lordfliips ; 

I hope 1 fliall not be deemed guilty of any Impropriety or Diliefpeift to your Lordlhips, it I take 
the liberty of dating, that I believe I lhall be more able to anfwer that (^icftion to the Satis- 
iadion of every Body, if particular Queftions are put to me iiillcad of general Qiicftions: My 
Abilities in Language, I apprehend, will not be fufticient to a Talk lo arduous as Ipeaking of the 
general State of a Country. 

Then, inftcad of having fo general a Qiteftion put to you, as that relative to the State 
of Oude, you wilh that particular Queftions may be put to you upon that Subject ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi Whether ynu had any Opportunity of knowing, that during the Time of your Rcfidency 
in that Office, the Revenues of the Country were confiderably, or in wh,at Degree, iliiiiinilhed i 
A. I have ever underftood they were confiderably diminilhed. 

Q; Had you any Opportunity of knowing it ? 

A. Merely from Report. 

Whether the Vv^itnefs knows they were aflcllcd at a much lower Jumma, cr Rate, than 
formerly ? 

A. 1 have only heard fo. 

5D 


Qi Had 



( 382 ) 


Had you any, and what Rcafo|^o believe that that Report was ill founded ? 

A. None. 

From your Obfervation of the Face of the Country, had you any Reafon to think that that 
-Repoi t was ill founded ? 

A. None. 

Whether you had any Reafon, from any Thing that happened in your official Experience, 
to believe that Report was ill founded ? 

A. None, 

Q. Have you any Reafon, from your Knowledge of the Country, or from what came to your 
Kn^lcdgc in the particular Department of the Revenue, or from what came through your own 
Office as Kcfident, to believe it was well founded, and if you have, ftatc that Reafon ? 

A. I have no other Reafon, but only what I have heard. I fpeak only from what I heard. 

Q, .Speak to what you know yourfclf relative to the Adminiftration of Colonel Hannay in 
B.>raitch and Goruckpore ? 

A. I was in that Country near Seven Months. 

Whether or not the People appeared to be much diftrefled ? 

The Houfc obferved, that the Witnefs had not anfwcrcd the former Qiieftion. 


Was you there in a Situation that gave you the Means of obferving the Adminiftration of 

Colonel Hannay there ? 

A. I was, in fomc Degree I went with him through fome Farts of it. 

In what Condition were the People of thofe Diftridls ? 

A. Rather in a bad Condition. 

Q. In what Refpeft did you obferve them to be in a bad Condition ? 

A. There were fewer of them •, they were not fo populous as molt other Parts of the Country, 

Had you any Opportunity of knowing it before, fo as to compare it ? 

A. I have no Knowledge of it j I have heard fo. 

You have heard it, but have no Knowledge ? 

A. No. 

But your Obfervation was, it was Icfs populous than any other Diftrifl you have been in ? 

A. Yes. 

Under whofe Adminiftration were the Collcftion of the Revenue and Management of the 
Finance of thofe Diftrids, at the Time you went there i 
A. Under the Diredtion and Management of Colonel Hannay. 

Q. Had you any Opportunity of obferving any, and what, Inftance of Rigour, in the Admini- 
(lr.uTion of thofe Revenues under Colonel Hannay ? 

A. Do you mean juftifiablc or unjuftifiablc Rigour ? 

The Queftion put to you is, whether you faw any Inftanccs of Rigour ? 

^ 1 haveTeen People punilhed, and People imprifoned, but whether properly or imprt^erly I 
cannot fay. 

What was the Mode of Punifhmcnt that you obferved ? 

A. Some were confined within Mud Forts, others were confined within Bamboo Palifadoes. 

Q. Were there any Inftances of Punilhments that you obferved befides the Two you have 
mentioned ? 

A. I have feen the Exercife of Corporal Punilhment. 

What Species of Corporal Punilhment? 

A. The Ufc of an Inftrument called a Korah, a long Leathern Thong. 


Whipping you mean? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Whether the Perfons fo confined, were in Irons or not ? 

A, I do not know whether thole that were confined in Bamboo Palifadoes were or were not la 
Irons •, I have feen thofe who were confined within the Mud Forts led out in Irons. 

Q. Dcfcribc the Nature of the Bamboo Palifadoes.— What is the Manner of that Confinement ? 
A. They were Walls made of Bamboo, a large Square. 


Had they any Covering ? 

A. None that I recoiled ; I believe they were adjacent to a Grove, and whether 
that Grove was within the Palifadoes or not, I cannot fay, 1 am not ccitai({. 


any 


Part of 


Whether 
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O, Whether they were confined Night and Day in th^pen Palifadocs ? 

^ To the beft of my Recollcdion they were. 

What Sfwce docs the Witnefs conceive might have been contained within thofe Palifadocs, 
theExtent of Ground ? 

A. About the Extent of that Place in which your Lordfliips fit. 

(T Do you mean the whole Hall ? 

A, No; that where your Lordlhips fir. 

Do you mean all round this inner Court ? 

A. Yes, that lined with red. 

Q. What Number of Perfons have you feen confined in any One of thofe Piifons of that Size ? 
a! I cannot precifely fay, 1 fliould imagine about 6o or 70. 

Q. Deftiribe what Sort of Perfons they were who were thus imprifoned, and upon whom thofe 
Puni'lhments were inflifted, what Defeription ot Perfons ? 

A. I heard that they were refraaory Zemindars, or Hoftages for the Payment of the Revenue. 

Q, Whether they were imprifoned by virtue of any legal Procefs, or by the Orders of any Court, 
or by any Magiftrate of the Country ? 

A. None that I know of. ‘ 

Q By whofe Order were they imprifoned, and under whofe Guard were they confined ? 

A. I cannot fay under whofe Order ; they were under a Guard from a Corps of Sepoys. 

O. rhat was commanded by Colonel Hannay ? 
a" Yes. 

By whom, and upon what Defeription of Men, were the Stripes inflifted by the Inftru- 

mtne calk'd the Korah ? • , , r 1 ? 

A. Upon the Farmers of the Revenue who I fancy had not paid -, it is the ufual Mode of 

Piinifhmcnt, when they do not. 

Do you know who afieffed the Rate, by virtue of which, thofe Perfons, you faw thus im- 
priloned or whipped, were charged ? 

A. The Collcdors who were under Colonel Hannay, and the Sub-colledors. 

Q. Tlie Collcdors and Sub-colleftors were under Colonel Hannay ? 

A. Yes. 

But the Queftion is. Who made the Rate, Who authorized the Rate at which they were 
dial ged ? 

A. I really do not know. 

Did you ever hear, or know, that Colonel Hannay himfcif aflefied the Rate ? 

A. I underitood that he did. 

How did you underftand it 
A. It is merely upon hearfay. 

What do you mean by Hearfay, credible Information or loofc Rumour ? 

A. Only Hearfay. 

Did you ever converfc with Colonel Hannay about it ? 

A. No, I never did. 

Q. I want to know whether you have heard it from credible Information or loofc Rumour ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted, that the Witnefs having fpoken from hear- 
fay only, he could not be alked. Whether it was hearfay which he credited. 

Q; Have you any and what Reafon to believe that what you heard was true i 
A. I have no Reafon to difbelieve it. 

Do you believe it to be true ? 

A. I did not hear it contradicted. 

Was it not notorious ? 

A. I have heard many People fpeak of it. 

Was it not equally notorious, that thefe rigorous Methods were enforced generally througliout 
the Provinces ? 

A, I do not know, having only had a partial Obfervation of them. 

By what Names did you hear thefe Bamboo Palifadoe Prifons called generally in the Coun- 
try ? 

A. I do not know. I know what Name they gave to the Mud Forts. 

Q;^ What 
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(,). What was the Name they gave H^he Mud Fort ? 

A, A Killa. 

Wlictlicr in that Climate, Perfons arc not likely to fuffer, who arc confined in open Cages by 

Day and tiy Ni^^ht ? 

A, Not in the Sealon during which I faw them, it was about the Month of April* 

O Whethtr in any other Seafon they are likely to fufFer in their Health ? 

A. 1 luppolc they are in the cold Sealon from Cold, and in the rainy Seafon from Wet. 

Are they not likely to fafFcr from the Sun in the dry Seafon ? 

A. I do not know that they will fufFer materially — It would be unpleafant in any Seafon of 
couric i the Natives of India Itay in the Sun all Day frequently. 

Q. Do you know whether any Provifion was made for the proper Feeding and Cloathing the 

People lo confined ? 

A. No, 1 do not know whether there was or not. 

Was there any Gaol Allowance ? 

A. I know nothing of the Matter. 

Q. Y oil were’ afked the Name of the Mud Forts and Bamboo Pallifadoes, and you gave the Name 
of the Mud ; \jrts, which 1 fuppofe to be the Indian Name. I wifh to know whether they went 
by any oil.cr Name, any Bye-name, among the Inhabitants? 

A. None that I have heard of. 

Q. Or among tlie F.nglifh? 

A. None that I know of. 

Q. Do you know any Thing of the State of that Country during the Time of Sujah ul 

Dowl h? ^ 

A. I have heard it was in a very flourifhing State at that Time. 

Q. When you faw ir, was it in that State ? 

A. I did not think it was, according to my Obfervations. 

Merc the Q^eftion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk. 

Was the Province much declined from the State it was in, i n Sujah ul Dowlah’s Time? 

A. I really cannot Ipcak pofitively, 

(Y Was it much declined from a State of Profperity at that Time? 

A. I thought there were fewer Inhabitants. 

(). It was not fo populous ? 

A. No. 

<1^ lYwl you ever fay, you confidcred it to be in a miferable State -, that the People of the 

Cimnrry were in a rnilerablc State? 

Tiic Counfcl for the Defendant ftated, that the Houfe having already given Judge- 
ment upon a (jucltion of a fimilar Import with this, they requefted the Houfe to 
llillain their Jiidgenicnt, by prohibiting the putting of Queftions of this Sort. 

(Y RccolleLl the State of the Country, and fpeak as fully as your Memory can go to it, 
w hcilu r )'( u did or did not obferve the State of the Country to be mifcrabic or happy ? 

A. I thought it rather in a mifcrabic State. 

Do you know, or have you any Reafon to believe, that the People continued quietly in the 
Coontiy, or that they emigrated from it ? 

A. 1 have liCvird there were many Emigrations. 

I defire to know whether any forcible Means were ufed to prevent fuch Emigrations, or 

to ralr.iin them ? 

A. 1 cannot pofitively fay that there were ; I have heard that there were at one Place Chokies, 
or (iuards, placed upon the Banks of the Gogra ; I have feen One or Two Guards, but I really 
c innot fay whether they were For that Purpofc or not. 

(^. Did you ever converfe with Colonel Hannay about the Reafon of thofc Guards being fo 

placed ? 

A. Never, that I recollcdl. 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did you hear of any other EfFedls from the fuppofed mifcrablc State of the People ? 

A. I think I have. 

What was it ? ^ 

A. I have heard that many of them were fo diftrefled, that they were under the Ncccfllty of 
felling their Children. 

Qj Have you had any Reafon to know that from your own Knowledge ? 

A. I know it to be a Pradlice to fell Children in the Country. 

In what Country ? 

A. The Country I am fpeaking of, Barraitch and Goruckpore. 

By that Praftice, do you mean it was of any long Duration, or only while you fuppofc 
the Country was depopulated ? 

A. I have heard it was of long Duration. I have heard there was a Mart for Children. 

Was that Prafticc confined to Times of great Diftrels, or was it more general ? 

A. I have heard that it was praftifed in the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah. 

The Queftion put to you is. Whether it was the Rcfult of peculiar Diltrefs or a common 
Habit and Cuftom of the Country i 
A. It might be both, for any Thing that I know. 

Q. Do you, or not, know it was underftood to be a Sign of great DiHrefs ? 

A. I have heard it was a Sign of Diftrefs, and I have alfo heard it was a common Prafticc in 
the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah. 

Do you know of any Mcafurc taken to prevent the Selling of Children ? 

A. I recolledl hearing Colonel Hannay threaten to inflict Punilhment upon thofe who fold their 
Children. 

Do you know it from your own Knowledge ? 

A. I heard him do it myfelf. 

Was there any Thing done to your Knoyrledgc for the Relief of the People, fo as to prevent 
the Praftice of felling their Children ? 

A. I do not know whether there was or was not. 

In what Charafter was Colonel Hannay in that Country ? 

A. I underftood him to be the Commander of the Military Force, and to have the Collcftions 
under his Management. 

From whom did he derive the Authority of coliefling it ? 

A. I heard it was from the Vizier, from the Nabob. 

Q; (from a I^rd.) Did he farm the Revenue, or did he take it for the Vizier's Ufe ? 

A. He received it for the Vizier’s Ufe as I underftood. 

Q. He received it for the Vizier’s Ufe ? 

A. So I underftand. 

Qi You know nothing of it ? 

A. I know no Title for it. 

Q. But you know he received it for the Vizier’s Ufe? 

A. I know he did receive it, for I faw him carry it to the Vizier’s Houfe. 

Q; There is a Doubt about your Anfwcr to that Queftion. The Queftion put to you was. 
Whether you knew of his receiving them to the Vizier’s Ufe, orof nis bringing them to the 
Vizier’s Account. 

A. I did not make any Anfwcr to that Queftion. I have anfwcrcd, that I knew he did collcft 
the Revenues of the Country, bccaufe I faw them paid into the Treafury. 1 underftood they 
were for the Ufe of his Highnefs the Vizier ; but I know nothing more of it. 

What Species of Colleflion was Colonel Hannay entrufted with ? 

A. I heard he had what they call the Aumanney. 

What is the Nature of that : What does the Word mean ? 

A. It differs from the other Mode of Colledion which is by the Kiftbundy. 

Qi In what refped ? 

A. In this i that in the latter Cafe the Country is colleded at a fixt Afleffment j the Nature of 
the other is to colled agreeable to the Dilcrction of the Colledor as much as he thinks it will with 
I'itpriciy yield : That is the Idea I have of it. 

Q; What Means have you of knowing the Method, either of the one, or of the other Colledion ? 
A. I have been employed in the Collcdions, not in that Country, but in others. 

5 E Qi And 
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And how do you know he colleded in this latter Manner, at Diferetio'n ? 

A. I heard (b. 

Q. ( From a Lord.) From him ? ^ 

A, No i not from him. 

From Perfons concerned in the Colleftion of the Revenues ? 

A. I heard lb from a Perfon who was an Aumil in the Country of the Vizier.' 

(from a Lord) Was he concerned in the Colleftion of the Revenue? 

A. Not in that Country but in another. 

Q. In what Diftridt was he employed in the Colleftion of the Revenue? 

A. In the Diftribt of Patna. 

CX Patna is not within the Province of Oude ? 

A. No. 

fX Do you know whether the fame Cuftoms prevail in that Province as in Oude as to the Col- 

Icflions ? 

A. I believe they doj I am not certain of it. 

When you I'peak of the Manner of the collefting by the Aumanney, which is at the Diferetion 
of the Collcdor, do you mean it related to the AflefTment of the whole Diftrift or only to Indi- 
viduals; was it exerciled by making a General AfTeirmcnt upon the whole Diftrift, or was it exer- 
ciled by only making a Rate upon Individuals ? 

A. 1 fliould apprehend, by making a Rate upon Individuals. 

Whether the laft Mode of Colleflion by Diferetion, as you call it, is common in other Parts 
of the Dill ribt of Oude? 

A. I do not know whether it is or no. 

rx Whether any of the Perfons that you faw punifhed by Imprifonment were of thofe that did 
rot pay this Species of AflefTment that was gathered at Diferetion ? 

A. I do not know whether they were or were not— I have only dated that Colonel Hannay had 
the Colledions in this Manner : if he had, of courfe they were fo if not, otherwife. 

Whether at the chief Scat of Government, an Account was taken of what Colonel Hannay 
adu.illy received, and what he adually paid ? 

A. I fuppofe there was. 

CX Do you know there was ? 

A'T No ; I do not. 

Do you know whether the Refident had any Tuncaw or Aflignmcnt upon thatDiftrift ? 

A. I do not know. 

Was Colonel Hannay’s Situation fuch as that the Vizier’s Minifter would think flt to call him 
to any Account, according to your Opinion of it ? 

A. I (hould not fuppofe he had a Power to call him to an Account. 

CX You fhould not fuppofe it ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did Colonel Hannay ever demand a Remiflion of the Revenue which he ought to have paid, 
or of any Part of it ? or 

A. I have heard he did j I do not know pofitively that he did. 

Do you know upon what Ground he demanded that Remiflion ? 

D rt which the Cavalcade of the Vizier might occafion in travelling through any 

CX Did you hear that that Remiflion was granted ? 

A. 1 heard that it was. 

To what Amount ? 

A. To the Amount of Two Lacks of Rupees but I heard it from mere Report. 

Ci^ Did you ever hear it contradifted ? 

A. No. 

(i, W. 1 S it generally reported ? 

A. I do not know that it was generally rcporteil. 

C^. Did you believe it to be true j had you any Reafon and what to believe it ? 

A. I had no Reafon to believe it to be true any further than what I have heard. 

C^ V'hether you had any Reafon to believe it not true ? 

A. None. 
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Q. I defirc to know of the Witnefs, whether he ever had any Rcafon to difbelieve it ? 

A. None. 

n Whether you have heard that Colonel Hannay made any Remiflion to the Country in confe* 
qu^ce of the Remiflion he had received ? 

^ jV. I do not know. 

Did you ever hear that he did ? 

A. Never. 

Did the Decay of the Country you had Occafion to obferve, arife from unfavourable Scafons, 
or Mifgovcrnment, according to your Opinion? 

A. According to my Opinion, from Mifgovernment. 

Is that Country as liable, or more liable, to fuffer by unfavourable Seafons, than other Parts 
of the Vizier’s Dominions ? 

A. I have heard not. 

Have you made no Obfervation ? 

A. It is remarkably low, and interfered by a Number of Rivulets. 

That you have obferved ? 

A. That 1 have obferved. 

From thence you collered yourfelf that it is not lb liable ? 

A. Yes i and I have alfo heard it. 

0^ What Military Command had Colonel Hannay in that Country ? 

A. His original Command I iinderRand to have been Three Battalions, One of which I believe 
was detached under Major Balfour. 

Was there any Cavalry bcfidcs ? 

A. There was a Party of Horfc under the Command of a Native. 

Q. Were they under Colonel Hannay’s Command too ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many Men might the Three Battalions have amounted to ? 

A. I really do not know : I never faw them collected. 

By what principal Sub-colledors did he make his Country Collerions ? 

A. By the Officers under him, and alfo by his Servants, who had a Share in the Collcflion.' 

The Queftion is, Who were the Sub-collcftors ? 

A. Is it meant that I Ihould mention their Names? 

I want to know of what Defeription the Sub-colleftors were—whether mere Colleftors of 
Revenue, or Officers of the Army ? 

A. Officers of the Army. 

What were their Names, as far as you recolleft ? 

A. Major Lumfdain, Captains M'Donald and Pringle, a Surgeon of the Name of Blane, and 
Mr. Gordon. 

Do you recoiled!: any other Name ? 

A. Major Lumfdain was fucceeded by Captain Williams in his Military Command ; but whether 
Captain Williams had any Thing to do with the Colledlions, I don’t know j I have heard him 
fay not. 

^ What was the general Opinion in Oude concerning the Government of the Country, during 
the Adminiflration, Civil and Military, of Colonel Hannay ? 

A. 1 have heard an unfavourable Opinion. 

Have you heard that Opinion credibly contradifted in India ? 

A. No. 

Have you any Reafon to believe it ill founded ? 

A. None. 

Were there any Magiftrates in Barraitch and Goruckporc, fufficient to controul Colonel 
Hannay and the Power of the Military Commanders and Collcdlors ? 

A. None. 

Do you know any Thing of Colonel Hannay having, during that Period of Time, amafled 
* great Sum of Money ? 

A. I do not know : I have heard that he had. 

Q; Have you any Reafon to believe it ? 

A. I have no fufficient Reafon. 
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Have you ever heard it contradiflcd in India ? 

A. I have not. ^ 

Was it not reported fo? 

A. By moft of thofe with whom I converfed, it was. 

{from a Lord.) How was Colonel Hannay to be paid for the Trouble he took in collcfting 
the Revenue ? 

A. I don’t know that he was paid at all: There are Profits in the Colleftorfliip of every 
Revenue. 

What are thofe Profits ? 

A. A l^rclent may be made by the Renters of the Country to the Colleftor of the Revenues. 

a A Prefent may be made, you fay ? 

A. Yes. 

Is it ufual to make fuch Prefents ? 

A. I believe it is. 

Can you tell to what Amount, or to what Proportion, according to the Rents they pay ? 

A. I cannot. 

Proceed now to mention the other Profits that may accrue to the Colleftor ? 

A. I do not know of any other, excepting by the Exchange of the Coin, in remitting it. 

Q. Upon the Exchange of Coin a Species of Profit may be derived ? 

A. Yes, 

Arc thofe Prefents ufual according to the Cuftom of the Country ? 

A. I believe they are. 

Q. If the Prefents are not made or offered, does the Ryot, or Farmer, fuffer in that Refpeft from 
the Colle6bor ? 

A. I do think a Prefent might be made, and the Ryots not fuffer from it. 

Whether if fuch .Prefents were not made, the Farmers would not be at the Mercy of the 
Collcftors ? 

A. I fhould fuppofc they would be at the Mercy of the Colleftors in either Cafe, becaufc he has 
the principal Authority over them. 

I'hcn you confider the People under fuch Colleftion, as you have deferibed, to be entirely at 
the Mercy of the Colledlor ? 

A. In every Collcilion I fhould fuppofe they are in a certain Degree. 

In what Country do you mean. 

A. I mean in every Colledion. 

I defire to know whether in this particular Collcftion by the Aumanney, the Country is not 
more particularly at the Mercy of the Colleftor f 

A. I (laould think it is. 

In your Judgment, would .a Complaint againfl the Colledor armed with fuch Authority as 
that, be likely to meet with Succefs ? 

A. What Kind of Succefs ? 

Qi Would it be attended to equally and fairly ? 

A. It would be attended to undoubtedly, I think. 

Do you think any Complaint well founded againfl Colonel Hannay, in the Situation in which 
he flood, would be likely to be attended with Punilhment upon him, or with Redrefs to the In- 
habitants who complained ? 

A. It would only produce Punifhmcnt, I fhould apprehend, through the Medium of the Govern- 
ment at Calcutta, as I do not fuppofc the Vizier would undertake to punifh any of the Englifh Ot- 
ficers, or that he has a Power to do it. 

Whether Colonel Hannay was not an Officer in the Vizier’s Service ? 

A. I believe he was in both Services, that of the Vizier, and that of the Company, but I am not 
certain. 

Q. Were thofe Troops Colonel Hannay commanded, the Troopsof the Country or the Troops of 
the Vizier? 

A. They were the Troops of the Vizier, though at the Recommendation of the Board at Cal- 
cutta } that is the Idea 1 had of them. 

Q, With the Recommendation of the Board at Calcutta ? 

A. So I undcrfland. 
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You faid he was alfo in the Service of the CoqjpMy in what Refpea was he in their Ser- 
vice ? 

A. He was a Lieutenant Colonel in their Army. 

Q, But in rerpedt of thefe Troops he was the Officer of the Vizier ? 

A. I believe he was. 

Whether the Colledlion that Colonel Hannay made was not upon the Part of the Vizier ? 

A. I underdood fo. 

Had you any Reafon to know what Colonel Hannay died polTcfled of? 

A. I have heard that he died worth a great deal of Money. 

Q. To what Amount ? 

A. 1 have heard that he died worth Thirty Lacks of Rupees. 

Q. Have you any Reafon to know that ? 

A. That was what 1 heard. 

How much is Thirty Lacks ? 

A. About 1 hree hundred thoufand PouAds. 

Did you hear how that Sum was tranfmitted to Calcutta ? 

A. It is mere hcarfay, the Truth of which I know nothing : Merely Converfation in Companies 
in which I have been. 

Had you any Means of knowing, or Reafon to form a Belief, either of the Extent of his 
Fortune, or the Means of fending it to Calcutta ? 

A. I have heard he remitted a great Part of it in Specie from Lucknow. 

Qi To what Amount ? And in what Specie ? 

A. There was a Rumour that he had remitted it. — Am I to anfwer that Queftion ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant faid, they objefted to Evidence of Rumours. 

The Managers for the Commons contended that it was competent to them to give 
Evidence of the general Fame of the Country; that it was uncontradifted ; and that 
from its Notoriety it muft have come to the Knowledge of the Defendant ; and defired 
the Witnefs might be alkcd, whether he heard the Q^tity and the particular Specie 
in which this Money was remitted to Calcutta. 

The Counfel for the Defendant replied. That they had acquiefeed in many of the Quef- 
tions put by the Managers for the Commons, not under an Idea that they were Queftions 
whiclx ought to be put in a Court of Law, but from a Delicacy in interrupting that 
Mode of Enquiry, unlefs it were refilled by the Houfe ; and therefore, under the 
Claim of being intitled to a fimilar Indulgence on their Parts, they (hould not objeft to 
this Mode of Examination. 

The Managers for the Commons faid, they difclaimed it as an Indulgence, and con- 
fcqucntly that they were not bound to agree to any Indulgence to the Defendant in 
any Mode of Enquiry the Counfel might think fit to adopt. 

The Managers for the Commons, and the Counfel for the Defendant, were in- 
formed that there could be no Contrail of that Kind ; but if the Queftion was not 
objected to, they might proceed. 

Q^ What was the Rumour about the Manner of his fending the Money to Calcutta ? 

A. 1 have heard there was a Rumour of his fending a confiderablc Sum of Money in Gold 
Mohurs. 

To what Amount? 

A. To the Amount of 8o,ooo. 

Q; How much is a Gold Mohur it Sterling Money ? 

A. About Two or Three and Thirty Shillings, if not more. 

Q;^ How much do 8o,ooo Gold Mohurs amount to in Pounds Sterling ? 

A. About 130 or 140,000!. Sterling, or thereabouts. 

Qi Did you ever hear thefe Accounts contradided by unprejudiced Perfons, or Perfons likely to 
be well informed ? 

A. No, I do not know that 1 ever did ; I never made that a Subjed of Enquiry. 
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Q- Did you ever hear it ? 

A. No. 

Q. l^ld you ever hear any One Man in India contradift it ? 

A. I do not know I ever heard Ten Men talk of it. 

Did you ever hear any One Man contradid it ? 

A. No. 

Did you ever hear any Difeourfe of that kind in Calcutta ? 

A. I cannot pretend to fay where I heard it. 

Do you think it polTiblc that the Mifdcmeanors imputed to Colonel Hannay, and the Re- 
port of the Fortune he is fuppofed to have amafled, could have been a Secret to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. Not if Mr. Mailings had chofe to inform himfclf of what I heard. 

But, in Point of Fad, do you know, or have you any Reafon to imagine, it was a Secret 
or not ? 

A. None, either one Way or the other. 

Were not thefe Matters publicly talked of, by thofe who are Icfs capable of obtaining Infor- 
mation than yourfclf ? 

A. Ido not recoiled who they were, or whether they were lefs or more capable of obtaining 
Information than mylelf. 

I lave you not Hated clfcwhcre, that thofe were Matters publicly talked of at Calcutta ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant Rated, that they muft repeat their Objedion to this 
Sort of (i^ueftion. 

Do you rrxolled, at any Time, that thofe Matters were publicly talked of at Calcutta ? 

A. They were never told to me as a Secret, and theieforc I faid they were Matters publicly 
talked of. 

Did Mr. Mailings, to the Knowledge of the Witnefs, dired any Inquiry to be made at any 
Time into the Condudl of Colonel Hannay f 

A. None that I ever heard of. 

Then the Managers for the Commons produced a Paper, which they read. 

Then the fame was fltewn to the Witnefs } and he was alked : 

Do you know whether a Tranflation of that Letter, dated 15th September 1782, from the 
Nabob Vizier to Mr. Mailings, upon the Propofttion of appointing Colonel Hannay, pafled 
through the Refident’s Office at Lucknow i 

A. I do not : I have feen it f requently. 

Do you mean the original Letter ? 

A. I never faw the original Letter : I have feen it in Print, or in Manufeript. 

Q. How long was Mr. Hannay employed or concerned in the Colleftions in Baraitch and 
Gmui.kporc ? 

A. 1 do not know how long he was employed previous to my going into that Country j but, to 
tlie belt of my Recolleclion, lie was not employed in' them I'ubfequcnt to the infurredion. 

About what Time was that ? 

A. I think it was the latter End of 1781. 

Wliat were Colonel Hannay's reputed Circumflancei, when he entered upon that Em- 
ployment ? 

A. I do not know, except from Hearfay. 

As to Repute ? 

A. I have heard he was in involved Citcumflances. 

How long do you onderdand Colonel Hannay was in the Receipt of the Colleflions of thofe 
Provinces i* — Have you any Means of knowing how long he had been in that Employment before 
you went there ? 

A. I heard he firft went to that Country in the Year 1778 : I found him in tie Collcdlions in 
the Beginning of 1780, and I found that he had quitted them the latter End of 1781. 

Whether the Rigour which tlie Witnefs has mentioned to have been exercifed under Colonel 
Hannay’s Adminillration, did not greatly exalpcrate iKe Natives in general ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant Rated, that they had not obje6ted to Rumour and 
Report ; but as this was putting in the Mouth of the W itnefs an immediate Anfwer, 
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if he chofe to give it in the Terms propofed, thc^nuft objeft to it as a leading 

Q^eftion. 

n What Effcft in the Country had the Adminiftration of Colonel Hannay, in the Article of 
exalpcrating the Natives ? 

A. I law no Marks of Exafperation whik I was there : I heard they were fublcquently exafpe- 

rated. 

CK At the Time you was there, you faw no Marks of Exafperation ^ 

A. What I mean by Marks of Exafperation is, there was no infurreftion. 

Q. Whether there were any other Marks of Exafperation befides adual Infurre^tions ?— Were 
there any Complaints to the Relident, or to any Court?— "Were there in general Symptoms of 
Difcoinent and Diflatisfaftion ? 

A. Not immediately under my own Obfervation. 

Q. But you heard it fubfequent to your coming away ? 

A. Yes. 

At what Time did you come away firft ? 

A. I came away firft, I believe, in May 1780. 

Between that Time and the End of 1781, when Mr. Hannay was difmifled from his Em- 
ployment, was the Period of the Difeontents you fpeak of? 

A. 1 think fo. 

Q, The Witnefs cannot mean Infurreftions after Colonel Hannay left the Country ? 

A. No. 

Did you hear that Colonel Hannay was himfelf in particular Danger from thefe Infur- 
red ions ? 

A. 1 did. 

Did you or did you not underftand that the Ill-will of the Country was particularly direflcd 
againft Colonel Hannay ? 


The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to this as a leading Queftion. ’ 

Whom do you fuppofe the People were difeontented with? 

A. I heard there was a general Infurreftion, and that Colonel Hannay and the OlRcers with 
him were in Danger. 

Qi In Danger from the Infurreftion, do you mean ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. What do you fuppofe thofe infurreftions arofe from at Firft; Did you ever hear of any 
Machinations or Contrivances of particular Perfons, or did you ever hear what the Caufe was that 
they objeded to ? 

A. 1 have heard it was owing to the Mifeonduft and Mifgovernment of Colonel Hannay. 

The Witnefs upon a Queftion put to him fome Time fince with Refpeft to the Natives of 
thefe Provinces felling their Children, ftated it in Two Ways j Firft he faid, they were fo dif- 
trelled as to be under the Neccfilty of felling their Children ; and Secondly, that he heard of it 
«a Praelice; I wifh to know whether the Witnefs meant to fay it was the Praaicc of the Natives 
to fell their Children without Motives of Diftrefs ? 

ru’ already ftated it as the Pradice among the Princes or Governors in Oude to purchafe 
t-hiklren in that Diftrid ; that there was a Mart for them •, Sujah iil Dowlah was fuppofed to 
have bought many Slaves from that Country ; I have alfo heard that from the DiftreUcs of the 
t-ountry, they were alfo obliged to fell their Children. 


Fhe Queftion is, whether it was a Mark of Diftrefs : Whether it was a Part of the Idea you 
fotertain of that Pradice of felling their Children, that it was ufed not only when the F.imily was 
‘n great Diftrefs, but when the Family was clear of Diftrefs ? 

A. I fhould apprehend it was a Mark of Diftrefs, whenever they were Ibid. 

Q; Univerfally whenever they were fold ? 

A. Univerfally. 

Q: H.idyou an Opportunity of obfervingthe general Difpofition of the Natives of thofe Pro- 
Baraitch and Goruck pore ? 

A. I have heard in general, that they were refradiory; that it was confidered as an Afylum for 
gitive Zemindars, and particularly fo, from there being a great deal of Jungle in it and Wood. 

you ever hear that another Remiffion of Two Lacks, befides that which you ftated for 
Hannay Nabob might occafion by Hunting in the Province, was demanded by Colonel 
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A. I have heard there vras a fubfe^nt Demand. 

To what Amount ? 

A. To the fame Amount. 

Qi For what was that RcmilTion ? 

A. For the Damage which the Cavalcade of the Vizier might occafion. 

That was the Occafion fpecificd for demanding the FirftRcmiflion ? 

A. Yes. • 

Was the like Occafion fpecificd upon the Second Time ? 

A. Yes. 

Was it for Damage aftually done ? 

A. Not as I heard of, but for Damage that might be done. 

Q. Were they both in the fame Year ? 

A. No. 

Now, in either of the Years did you hear the Vizier went into the Province ? 

A. In One Year he did. 

Q. Did he in the other Year ? 

A. I don’t know that he did. 

Did you hear that Remiflion was obtained f 
A. I do not know it was. 

Did you hear it was not ? 

A. No. 

Q. You raid he did come into the Province One Year j that was the Year he alked and obtained 
a Remiffion ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he come into the Province the Second Year ? 

A. Yes. 

Was it demanded then ? 

A. I heard it was. 

Upon what Ground or Pretence? 

A. For the Injury the Country might fuftain by the Cavalcade of the Nabob,' 

Q. Do you know any Thing of any Difeontent exprelTed by the Nabob with Colonel Han- 
nay’s Adminiftration ? 

A. I have heard he exprelTed much Difeontent. 

Q. You was Rcfidcnt at the fame Time ? 

A. I was fpeaking of the Time I was at Lucknow. I was Afliftant to the Refident ; there are 
F'ivc of them. 

Q. At that Time you heard the Nabob exprefs much Difeontent ? 

A. I heard he exprelTed much Difeontent. 

Q. Did you hear, or not, whetlicr the Vizier attempted to remove him 
A. I heard that he wilhed to remove him. 

Q. By whofe Means was the Removal prevented, or was it prevented ? 

A. The Removal, 1 believe, did not take Place till afterwards. 

Qj Do you know by whofe Means it was that the Removal did not take Place ? 

A. I can only fpcak from Hearfay. 

Q. From your Situation in the Refident’s Office, had you, or not, an Opportunity of obferv- 
tng in whofe Hands the adual Power of that Country was placed ? 

A. I think 1 had. 

Q. In whofe Hands, the Nabob’s, or thofe of Hyder BegCawn, was the Power of that Country 

aftually placed ? r . « 

A. I have ever underftood it was in the Hands of Hyder Beg Cawn. 

Q. That Power which Hyder Beg Cawn exercifed, Was it by the voluntary Delegation of 
the Nabob, or from what other Caufc did it arife ? 

A. He was appointed Deputy Miniftcr, I believe, by the Nabob. 

Q. Was there any other Caufc of his Power befides that Appointment by the Nabob ? 
aT From his Office he naturally held a very great Power. 

Q. Wa* 
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(). Was the Power he exercifed incident to his Office;^r was it a Power he engrofled by any 
Ptl.^Mcans bcficks his Office ? ^ 

It was a I’ower, I apprehend, naturally incident to his Office. 

Q. Did you underftand it to be from no other Influence, but what the fame Sort of Office would 
have <'iven to any other Man ? 

(hoiikl apprehend that the Office itfclf, if fupported by him who delegates it, is fufficient 
to have the Controul over the Country. 

(^. Was that Power which he exercifed derived from the Support of the Nabob, or was it de- 
rived fiom any other Caufe than that Support, always fpcaking, according to your Obfervation in 
your Situation ? 

’ A. 1 cannot fpeak with refpeft to my Obfervation, becaufe I had no Opportunity of knowing ; I 
can fpeak of what I have heard. 

I wifli to know, whether the Adminyiration of Colonel Hannay was agreeable or nor, to the 
Nabob, at the Time when he was at Lucknow ? 

A. 1 have heard it was obnoxious to the Nabob. 

Q. By what Influence was Hyder Beg maintained in a Situation that was obnoxious to the 

Nabob? ^ 

A. I have heard it was from the Influence of the Government. 

Of the Engliffi Government ? 

A. Of the Englifh Government. 

By whofe Influence in particular ; by what Member of the Engliffi Government in parti- 
cular ? 

A. I have heard he was fupported in particular by the Influence of the Gentleman at yourLord- 
ffiips Bar. 

Had you, or not, from the Nature of your Office, an Opportunity of feeing the Official 
Correfpondence between the Refident’s Office and the Governor General ? 

A. Not during the Refidence of Mr. Middleton > but fubfequently, I faw the greater Part of if,’ 
if not the Whole. 

111 whofe Refidcntffiip ? 

A. In Mr. Briftow’s. 

Q. Prom the Situation you held in the Office, had you an Opportunity of judging, whether 
the Nabob or Hyder Beg would have difmifled a great Aumil without the Countenance of Mr, 
1 ladings ? 

A. I don’t believe that he would have done any Thing, or taken any Meafure obnoxious to the 
Engliffi Government. . 

Q. Had it been ufual with the Rcfident, or any of his Affiflants, or any Perfpn under him, to 
inicrfcie with the Nabob’s Government ? 

A. I have heard of his Interference. 

Q. Have you known of any Inftanccs of fuch Interference ? 

A. I do know of an Inftancc. 

Did Mr. Briftow’s Nomination and Arrangement of a Court of Juftlcc take Eflcft ? 

A. It did not. 

Why did it not take F.ffcft ? 

A. From the Oppofuionof Hyder BegCawn. 

1 lad Mr. Briftow any Authority under his Inftruftions to inftitutc fuch Court? 

A. As nearly as I can rccollccft, he had the Authority to recommend the Inftitution of thofc Courts 
to tlic Vizier. 

W hat do you underftand by a Recommendation of the Governor General, to the Vizier or 
Hyder Beg ? 

A. A Recommendation with which he expects to meet Concurrence. 

Q. Do you think, that either the Nabob or Hyder Beg would have refifted any Rccommendatioo 
that came from the Governor General ? 

A. He might fo far, as to complain againft it. 

Q. To whom was the Nabob to complain ? 

A. To remonftrate to the Engliffi Government, 

Qi But fuppofe his Remonftrances fruitlefs, do you think the Nabob would have continued the 
Oppofuion ? 

5 G A. I 
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A, I think he would not •, becaufe ^Englilh Government, as I apprehend, had the Means of 
enforcing any Requeft which they chof^o make to the Vizier. 

To what Caufe was it imputable, or to what Caufc do you impute, the Succefa of Hyder 
Beg’s Oppofition to the Eftabliihment of a Court of Juftice ? 

A. In my own Opinion ? 

According to any Reafon you had, of knowing and obferving? 

A. My Opinion was, that it was owing to the Support of Mr. Haltings. 

lie had Indrudlions to appoint a Court of Juftice ? 

A. That was the Idea I had of it at the Time. 

Had Mr. llaftings any fecrct Agents at Lucknow during the Time of Mr. Briftow's Re- 

fidcnce ? 

A. He had ; — Major Palmer. 

Do you fuppofe Hyder Beg could have oppofed it with Succefs, as you obferved, unlcfs he 
had been fupported by Mr. Haftings in Oppofition to his Inllrudions ^ 

>\, I believe he would have been afraid of doing it. 

What was the Refident’s Power, according to your Obfervation i 

A. If lupporccd, I fhould apprehend, he would have the principal Power. 

Supported by whom? 

A. By the Government. 

By the Englifh Government ? 

A. By the Isnglilli (lovernmcnt. 

Did not Mr. Middleton, during his Refulence, exercife that which you call a principal Power? 

A. I know very little of Mr, Middleton’s Adminiftration. 

Had he, according to your Knowledge, the Command of the Troops ? 

A. I underftood that he had *, and that any Requifuion he chofe to make, to the Officers ftationed 
at the fevcral Cantonments, would be complied with, by fending fuch Troops as he might require. 

Q, Had he not a Body of Troops under his own immediate Command, called the Rcfident's 
Body Guard ? 

A. He had. 

I underftood the Witnefs to have fald, he confidered Mr, Middleton as having the fub- 
ftantial Power in the Country, Who did the Nabob and his Minifter confider as having that 
Power ? 

A. I never heard cither the Nabob or his Minifter fpcak of him ; therefore, I cannot fay in what 
Light they confidered him. 

Do you know who the Country in general looks up to for that Power ? 

A, 1 o the Lnglilh Government j they were confidered as the chief Power, I apprehend. 

Was Mr. Middleton looked up to by the Englifh in general, as having that Power ? 

A. I believe fo. 

O. I 'rom your vSituation in the Office, do you think that Power could be cxcrcifed by Mr. 
Middleton without Mr. 1 lallings’s Knowledge ? 

A. I do not think it could. 

You have named Major Palmer as an Agent of Mr, Haftings ; I wouldafk, inwhatCha- 
rafter you confidered Major Davy at Lucknow ? 

A. I underftood he went up the Country upon fomeBufinefs of Mr. Haftings. 

CL Did you confider thofc Agents of Mr. Haftings, Major Davy and Major Palmer, as forward- 
ing or obftruding the Execution of his public Orders ? 

A. I cannot pufitively fwear that, but I underftood they did. 

Obftruft or forward ? 

A. Obllruft. ' 

I lave you any Reafon, and what, to believe that Major Palmer and Major Davy were em- 
ployed in oppofing his public Inftruftions ? 

A. I underftood that they were j I have no other Rcafons than what I heard from thofc in the 
Office. 

You know notliing of it, but you heard it ? 

A. Nothing but what I heard from thole in my Oflicc, 
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Q, Wk not Major Palmtr at Lucknow doring a coifNcrabic Part of the Time of the Tranf 
aftion relative to the Begums ? ^ ^ f^ni- 

afcut’ta'^'** Tranfadions with the Begums, I was gone down to 


Q. I don’t mean at the Time of feizing the Treafurcs. but when the Meafures were taken to 
compel the Begums Officers to confds where the Trealure was. to compel them to co^f hi e 
they were in Bnfon m 1782 •. the Quelhon is not as to the feizing the Trealurcs, bu do 
remem^r the Time the Begums were impnloncd to compel them to lay where the TrJakircs 
j\t j es* * 


Q. Was Major Palmer at Lucknow at that Time ? 
A. To the belt of my Recollcdion he was. 


Q, Do you bcli=.e that thele Tranfaflions couU have happenej without Major Palmer's Know- 
ledge, during his Rcfidence there at that Time ? j lei s ivnow- 

A. I Ihould fuppofe not but I am not certain whether he was there or no. 


Did you ever fee the Two Miniders of the Begums i* 
A. I law them brought into Lucknow. 


In what Situation were they, when you faw them brought into Lucknow > 
A. They were brought in their Palanquins, attended by a Guard of Sepoys, ‘ 

Under whofe Command were the Sepoys? 

A. That they were brought in by ? 

CL Yes. 

A. I do not recoiled. 


,ay\S'l “ fr’'’ Army, or were they 

■'■'f from a Regiment then Rationed at 


In whofe Service was that Regiment ? 
A. in the Company’s, 


^ Were they at large afterwards at Lucknow, or cloftly imprifoned, and how ? 

A. 1 hey were confined m a detached Houfe, with a Guard, and in a Garden. 

Q, What other Circumftance do you know of their having been fcourged, or hardly treated 


The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to this, as a leading Qneftion, 

Qi Whether you know any Thing of their being hardly treated ? 

A. I never law them punilhed. 


Do you know of any other hard Treatment ? 

A. Nor of any other hard Treatment. 

Did you add to your Anfwer, Till fomc Time after ? 

A. I heard fomething about it a long while after— fcvcral Years after. 

^ Were they imprifoned in any Houfe, near that in which you refided ? 
clofe to in immediately under the Window of the Houfe in which I refided. 


'i: 7a SeSin": P™'"’”"' * 

For what Purpofe ? 

A. I heard, it was for the Purpofe of tying them up. 

^ Whofe Prifoners did you confidcr thefe Men to be ? 

HuVopL“ Officer'! 


^ For what Purpofe were they confined, or rigoroiifiy treated, if they were fo ? 
WmesiaSd” FyaTad^' ' P""”'' “‘"*'"8 f™™ them the Balance due from the 

FySbS ° ^ “"F **'"5 f'® A' Trcafttta feized at 

A, I heard that there was : I do not know that there was. 


5 
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Have you any Knowledge of the pwfc of their Imprifonment, but from what you heard? 
A. None, but from what 1 heard. 

Did you hear from the Rcfidcnt, the Caufc of their Imprifonment ? 

A. No i not that I recoiled ; it is not, I think, likely he Ihould have told me. 

Q. What Reafon have you for faying, it was unlikely the Refident Ihould tell you ? 

A. I had nothing to do in the Office at that Time; confequcntly, it was improbable he fhould 
communicate any Thing of the Office to me. 

Whether, Major Palmer had frequent Accefs to the Refident, and to the Nabob, and to his 
Minider ? 

A. I do not know that he had, during Mr. Middleton’s Adminiftration ; I am not furc. 

Had he, during Mr. Briftow’s Rcfidencc ? 

A. Yes, to the belt of my Knowledge. 

But what Knowledge have you of it ? 

A. I have lecn the Attendants of the Miniftcr waiting at Mr. Palmer’s Door, when I have un- 
dtrllood he has been with him. 

Q. During the Time you were in the Refidcnt’s Office, do you know, whether all Mr. Hail* 
ings^s Currclpondence was regularly entered ? 

A. 1 have heard there were fome 'Hiings which were not. 

Do you know of any Reafon, why it was not ? 

A. No. 

Did you hear any Orders for its not being entered ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you rccolleft feeing any Letters yourfelf, not regularly entered, that were tranfinittcd to 
the Kefidcnt’s Office from the Government at Calcutta ? 

A. I do iccolled Iceing one. 

Q. State the Purport of any PafTage, you rccolleft to have been fo omitted ; do you rc^ 
member what the Letter was ? 

A. I do not remember the Whole of it. 

Do you remember any Part of it ? 

A. I think I do. 

Do you know, whom it was from ? 

A, I cannot be certain ; I think it was a Letter from the Governor. 

Qi Do you know Mr. Haftings’s Hand Writing ? 

A. I do not i I believe I could tell his Signature, but not his Hand Writing. 

The Witnefs was fliewn a Letter dated 30th June 1783, and afkcd, 

Had this Letter his Signature ? 

A, I do not know that it had or had not. 

Qi Why do you call it a Letter from the Governor then ? 

A. Bccauic 1 underftood it fo, 

Q. Why did you underftand it fo ? 

A. I was told fo. 

Q. Was you told fo by the Refident ? 

A. No, 

Did you fee that Letter ? 

A. I am not certain whether I faw the original Letter, or whether it was a Copy of if. 

Qi Was it an official Copy, if you faw the Copy ? 

A. It was in the Office. 

Q. Was it, or not, in the Books of the Office i was it tranferibed according to the Forms of the 
Office ? ° 

. A. No, it was not tranferibed in the Books. 

Qi State the Paflage you recoiled ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant fubmitted, that the Managers for the Commons 
were not at Liberty to fuggeft any Paflage of a Letter to tiie Witnefs, particularly 

3 under 
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under the Circumftanccs ftatecl by the Witnefs, that he does not know whether it was 
an official Paper, or whether it was figned by the^efendant. 


The Managers for the Commons were informed, that unlefs they could brimr fbe 
Letter home to Mr. Haftings, it was no Evidence. ® 


Tlic Managers for the Commons obferved, that the very Paffage 
the Writer was. 


might afeertain who 


The Counfel for the Defendant infilled, that the Writer could not be fo afeer- 
tained. 

The Managers for the Corfimons faid, they would waive the Queftion for the 

prefent. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 


Q. Whether you faw a Letter of Intelligence from Fyzabad containing a Relation of the Treat- 
ment ot the Women in the Khourd Mahl r 
A. Yes 1 did, and tranflated it. 

Q. From whom did it come ? 

A. Hoolals Roy, 

Who was he ? 

A. An Agent of the Refident at Fyzabad, employed for the Purpofc of tranfmittin® Infer- 
mation to the Refident. “ 


Q. Was that Paper tranfmitted to Mr. Haftings f 

A. To the beft of my Rccolledion, it was tranfmitted to the Board after I had attefted it. 

Q. What was the general Effca upon the Country, from the Seizure of tlie Begums Treafures 
and the imprifonment of the Minifters : whac Senfations did it occafion ? 

A. I cannot tell what Senfations it occafioned. 

Do you know of any EffcAs aiftually produced by it ? 

A. None, 


Qi In what Refped did it affeft the Nabob’s Charaaer, and how ? 

A. I have heard, from one or two Perfons, that it rendered him odious. 

Qi What was the general Condition of the Police at Lucknow f 
A. In a very miferable Condition j very wretched indeed. 

Q. What Sort of Eftabliftiment is that Police ? 

A, There is a Man who has the Management of it, who is called a Cutwall. 

Qi What Officers arc under him •, what Patroles j what is the Nature of the Eftabliftiment f 
A. I believe he has a Body of Country Sepoys. 

What Number of Sepoys ? 

A. I do not know. 

Qi In what Manner docs this Cutwall exercife his Office ? 

A. In a very bad Manner. 

What do you mean by exercifing it in a bad Manner? 

A, Becaufe Robberies arc frequently committed. 

Ini^udo” >’°“ impute that, to the Negligence of the Cutwall, or to the Infufficicncy of the 
A. To both. 

^ Was there any Thing elfe in the Behaviour of the Cutwall, bcfidcs mere Negligence I 
A. I have heard, he wis an Accomplice in the Robberies. 


Here the Witnefs was (hewn a Paper, and alked by the Managers for the Commons, 

Qi Do you know that Hand Writing? 

A. I do not. 

Qi Look at the Hand W tiling in the Margin. 

A. I cannot fwcar pofitively to that in the Margin. 

Q. Whofc Hand Writing do you take it to be ? 

A. I think it is Mr. Briftow’s. ‘ 

5H 
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Have you fecn him write ? 

A. Yes frequently } I have had maryi^etters from him. 

Q. And you believe that to be hla Hand Writing ? 

A. Yes. 

Q; If you think that is Mr. Briftow’i Hand Writing, do you think that thefc Corredions and 
Obfervations were authorifed by him ? 

The Houfe acquainted the Managers for the Commons, that as yet the Houfe was 
not informed what they were. If made Evidence, the Houfe would hear them. 

Q. In what Condition were the Nabob’s Troops when yod were at Lucknow, I mean, diftin- 
guifticd from the Company’s 'I'roops ? 

A. In a very bad Condition. 

Q. Defcribe what you mean by a very bad Condition : do you fpeak of their Appearance, or 
Dr^s, orinwhat? 

A. 1 mean, they were very badly clothed, and in general without much Difcipline. 

Do you know of any Inftances of the Nabob’s Guard rifing at any Time upon the Nabob 
himlclf, in a mucinous Manner f 
A. No, not whilft I was there. 

Q,T 0 what do you attribute the bad Cloathing and poor State of the Nabob’s Troops^ 

A. I apprehend to the Want of Pay and to the Want of Cloathing. 

To what was the Want of Cloathing owing ? 

A. I cannot fays I fuppofe, to the Want of being regularly fupplied. 

<X What Circumftances of their ill Cloathing do you recoiled, to fiiew that they were ill 
cloathed f 

A. I recoiled feeing fome of the Cavalry very badly cloathed indeed. 

Specify, as far as your Memory goes, the Deficiencies in the Cloathing which you had occa- 
fion to obferve ? 

A. Some were with one Sleeve of a Coat, others with a Bit of Cloth fewed on to a Shirt : The 
Cavalry I am fpeaking of. 

Was this extenfive amongft the Cavalry •, how many had he ? 

A. I never faw above Two Corps of Cavalry. 

Qi What is the Number of each Corps f 
A. Both together make about Four hundred. 

What Proportion of thefc Four hundred were fo cloathed ? 

A. The greater Part 5 nearly all of them. 

Did you proceed with the Nabob from Lucknow to join Mr. Hafiings at Chunar in Septem- 
ber 1781 ? 

A. I did. 

Qi Were thefe Cavalry attending in the March ? 

A. I cannot pofitively fay -, — a great many attended, but whether thefc Corps of which I am 
now fpeaking attended, I cannot lay. 

Q. Was the Appearance of that Cavalry who did attend him, in the bad Way you have 
deferibed i 

A. They were of a different Kind j they had not European Cloaths, nor European Accoutrements. 

Q. Whether a Sum of Money would not have been highly acceptable to the Nabob to pay or 
cloath thefe Troops at that Time ? 

A. 1 Ihould apprehend it would, whether he had Troops or not. 

But the Queftion means ; whether it was peculiarly ncceflary j whether the cloathing his 
Troops would not have made it peculiarly acceptable to him ? 

A. 1 fuppofe it would. 

Q. Have you any Knowledge of Mr. Middleton having advanced to the Nabob a Sum of 
Money at that Period, previous to his joining Mr. Haftings at Chunar ? 

A. I know nothing of it. 

Q;^ From your Obfervations and Knowledge of his Circumftances, did you confider the Nabob 
as in a Condition to make a confiderable Frcicnt to any Perfon ? 

, At I have no Knowledge upon the Subjed. 
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Q. You have mentioned hitherto the ill Pay of his Troops and the bad Condition of their 
Clothing, did you look upon him therefore to be in a Condition to make a great Prefent ? 

A, I cannot fay, whether he had a large Sum of MoneJ^j his PoffelTion or not. 

Q. Do you believe, if he had had a large Sum or any Sum of Money in his PoflcfTion, he 
would have applied it to the Cloathing and Pay of his own Troops, his own Body Guard ? 

A. I fliould fuppofe he would for his own Credit. 

q. Whether you know any thing of the Nabob giving Mr. Haftings any Prefent, and what, 
imn^diitely upon his Arrival at Chunar ? 

A. I do not know of any. 

Then the Managers for the Commons dated, that the Witnefs had authenticated the 
Hand-writing of Mr. Briftow in the Margin of a Paper that had been Ihcwn him, and 
in Order td authenticate the Paper itfelf, it was necelTary it fliould be read to the 
Witnefs ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the Paper being read, till it had been 
authenticated by the Witnefs, or otherwife. 

The Managers for the Commons were alkcd, if this was not the Paper of which the 
Witnefs had faid, he knew the Hand Writing in a Marginal Note of it to be the Hand 
Writing of Mr. Briftow, but that he knew nothing of the Hand Writing of the Paper 
itfelf. 

The Managers for the Commons obferved, that the Witnefs had faid a Paper had 
been received from Hoolafs Roy, which he tranflated in the Refident’s Office : That 
they wiftied to afeertain whether this was not that Paper, and to do it, it was necelfary 
for the Witnefs to hear or read the Paper. 

The Paper was ftiewn to the Witnefs j and he was alkcd, 

Do you know whether that was the Paper you tranQated ? Is that the Paper which came 
from Hoolafs Roy ? 

A. To the bell of my RecoUedion it is— the original Paper was given to me by the Rclident to 
trandate. 

Was that Paper tranfmitted to Calcutta ? 

A. I don’t know whether or no the Original was, but I underdand my Trandation was, bc- 
caufe it was fent to me to atteft after having trandated it •, which Procefs it would not have under- 
gone, had it not been intended to be tranfmitted to Calcutta. 

Then the Managers for the Commons were heard in Support of the above men- 
tioned Point. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Cl Whether that Paper now (hewn to you is, or is not, a Trandation of a Paper of Intelligence 
tranimittfd from Fyzabad to Lucknow ? 

A. I think it is. 

Do you fay, alfo, you think it was tranfmitted to Calcutta ? 

The Houfe obferved, That that could be proved by the Records of the Company. 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, That they Ihould prove it from the 
Records of the Company, but they wilhed to ftrengthen the Evidence by authenticat- 
ing tliis as an official Trandation of the Paper. 

Q; Whether you know of any Allowance made to the Britilh Gentlemen out of tlie Revenue of 
the Nabob of Oude? 

A. I do i— by the Relident. 

Q‘ Do you know, or have you any Keafdn to believe, or form a Judgement whether the Re- 
fldent would have made thofe Allowances, without the Knowledge or Content of Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I do not believe he would, without the Knowledge and Confent of the Government at 
Calcutta. 

Q: Do you know of any Authority for theft Allowances by any Body, and whom, pofterior to 
the Treaty of Chunar? 

A. What Authority ? 


You 
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Q. You have faid there were Allowances made to EngHlh Gentlemen by the Refident v 

Oude? 

A. Yes ? ^ 

Q. Do you know of any Authority, pofterior to the Treaty of Chunar, by which thofc Allow, 
ances were fo made ? 

A. I do not. 

I dcfirc to know who paid you your Allowance ? 

A. The Refidcnt. 

Was that Allowance fettled before, or after the Treaty of Chunar? 

A. From the Date of the Treaty of Chunar I received it. 

Q. Have you any Reafon to know that was in Confcquence of a Regulation or do you know of 
any Regulation made upon the Subjefl ? 

A. '1 he Refident told me it had been fettled. As nearly as I can recolle£l, “ that the Vizier had 
fettled that Allowance upon us.” 

To what Amount ? 

A. Two thoufand Rupees a Month. 

From your Knowledge who did the Allowance come from ; was it from the Britilh Revenues 
or the Nabob ? 

A. From the Refident, out of the Nabob’s Revenue. 

Q. Could the Refident make you that Allowance, without having the Authority of Mr. Hallings? 
Do you know whether he did make it by the Authority of the Englifh Government or not or from 
his own Head ? 

A. 1 do nut know that he made it by the Authority of the Englilh Government pofitively, nor 
do I know he did not. 

Q. Did the Refident, from any Converfation he held with you, make you underftand it was 
fettled at Chunar ? 

A. That ImprelTion was left upon my Mind when he told me it was fettled at Chunar. 

Would the Nabob, as far as you had Occafion to obferve or know, have made any Allow- 
ance to any Englifli Gentleman without the Approval of the Government of Bengal, or of Mr. 
Haftings ? 

A. I do not believe I could have obtained a Rupee without. 

Did you hear of any other great Allowances made, befidcs ihofe paid to the Refidem's 
Office? 

A. I have heard of other Allowances. 

Have you heard of any Allowance to Sir Eyre Coote ? 

A. I have. 

Have you heard of any Allowance to Dr. Thomas ? 

A. I have. 

That it was a great Allowance ? 

A. Yes i that it/was a great Allowance. 

Q. Have you heard that there was any Allowance to Dr. Murchtfon ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objefted to the Queftion being afked in the Form 
put by the Manager for the Com/nons } and that it ought to be alked what Allowances 
were made } not whether an Allowance was made to fuch a One by Name. 

Do you rccolleft what Allowances you have heard were made ? 

A. 1 have heard, as I faid before, of an Allowance to Sir Eyre Coote, which was Fifteen thou- 
fand Rupees a Month of One to Dr. Thomas, the precife Sum I do not know s and of One to 
Dr. Murchefon, the precife Amount of which I am alfo ignorant of. 

Q. Have you heard of any other ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with any. 

Qj^ Whether Dr. Murchefon had any, and what Emoluments, befidcs what he received by thofe 
Allowances ? 

A. He had an Allowance from the Company. 

I except the Company j I am not enquiring of the Company. Had he any other Enii lu- 
ment befidcs that from the Nabob ? 

A. None from the Nabob, that I know of. 

Had 
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0^ Had he from the Refident ? 

A. I have heard of his having an Emolument from a%)rps to which he was Paymafter. 

Q. As a Paymafter ? 

A. As a Paymafter. 

But no farther ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q, Do you recoiled any Thing concerning a Memorial or Reprefentation by the Nabob of 
Bahadrc, the Brother of Afoph ul Dowlah, the reigning Nabob, being prefented to Mr 
Briftow ? 

A. Yes, I do. 

What was the Subjeft of it ? 


The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the Witnefs fpeaking to the Contents 
of a Memorial in Writing. 

What is become of that Memorial ? 

A. That Memorial was given me to tranflate in the fame Manner as the other Paper I have 
mentioned i which I did : It was afterwards attefted, and I believe it was fent to Calcutta. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they had the Reprefentation. which 
would undoubtedly appear m its Time, but as the Defendant denied having ever heard 
of any Pait of the Tranfa6tion, they meant to prove every Circumftance relative to it. 

The Counfel for the Defendant infifted, that it was not competent to the Managers 
for the Commons to examine the Witnefs to the Contents of a written Paper. 

Then the Witnefs was alkcd. 


Whether there was any Difference, in point of Time, between the Date of the Paper being 
tranflated, and Its being put into the Office? “ 

A. Much about the fame Time, if not the fame Day. 


for the Commons ftated, that they meant to fupport the written 
Taper by the verbal Teftimony of the Witnefs at the Bar j but as it would put him 
to Inconvenience to detain him till the Paper could be produced, they fliould proceed 
with tiieir Examination, and waive this (^eftion for the prefent. 

Q. The Witnefs has faid, he tranflated the Memorial j I would afk whether the TranHation was 
correct and pioper ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. And it was tranfmitted to Bengal as fuch ? 

A. Yes. 

And it is now among the Papers of Bengal ? 

A. Yes, 

Pla^ Eucknow, the Condition of the Inhabitants of that 

Place was in perfeft Security as to their Lives and Property ? 

A. I think not ; not in a State of Security. 

enjit of any, and what inftance, that ferved to mark that State of Infc- 

luriiy you have imputed to Lucknow ? 

A. I know of icvcral Robberies that were committed, very daring ones ; alfo of Murders. 

Mention fuch as you know yourfelf. 

A. I was twice robbed myfelf. 

fro!^ Knowledge had you of the Murders ; do you know any thing of them, otherwife than 
Report and Rumour : Did you fee the Body, or any Thing of tLt Sort ? 

1 did not Ice the Body. 

^ What do you know of them ? 

comm;?r!!rk * Robbery committed whilft I was at Supper in the Refident’s Garden ; it wag 
Handd .1 ^ * numerous Band of very atrocious Robbers : They came with Torches in their 
Amoun/"f ’ and afterwards plundered the Houfc of a Banker, to the 

harden Rupees, ciofetothe Houfe of a Gentleman at the Bottom of the Rcfident’s 
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Q. I clefirc to know whether Juftice \i^doiie upon thefe Delinquents? 

A. I do not know that they were dif<^ 5 wred ? 

Whether you know of any Diligence being ufed to bring them to Juftice ? 

A. I recoiled; Mr. Briftow complaining of the ImpolHbility of bringing them to Puniftunent 
from the Want of Power. 

From your Obfervation of what palTed at the Court of the Nabob, how did that affeft the 
Police of that City ? 

A. I do not underftand the Queftion. 

Whether the Nabob’s Houfehold behaved orderly, or how otherwife ? 

A. They did not behave orderly, fo far as I heard. 

Did their Diforders require the Afliftance of a Magiftrate to controui them ? 

A. Moll undoubtedly, from the Depredations they were fuppoled to have committed. 

Whether, if Magiftrates had been duly appointed, according to the Conftitution of the 
Place, they would have been fufficient to have controuled thefe Diforders ? 

A. I fuppofe they would. 

Q. Do you know of any Attempt made under Mr. Haftings’s Recommendation to eftablilh fuch 
an Officer ? 

A. I underftand there was. 

Was any Body, and who, appointed to the Office ? 

A. A Perfon of the Name of Moolcvy Mowbein. 

Do you know any Thing of the Charadler and Qualification of Moolcvy Mowbein ? 

A. I underftood him to be of a very excellent Charter, a very good Man, and very well quali- 
fied for tlaat Place. 

Did you take him to be incorrupt, or otherwife ? 

A. I underftood he was very much fo : Very incorrupt, and a very honeft Man. 

Do you know whether he was oftenfibly admitted by Hyder Beg Cawn ? 

A. I underftood he was oftenfibly admitted by Hyder Beg Cawn. 

Was he properly fupported in his Office, fo as to enable him to do his Duty ? 

A. I underftood not. 

Did Hyder Beg Cawn give him any Support ? 

A. I underftood he gave him no Support } upon the contrary, he oppofed him.' 

Is it your Opinion that if Mr. Haftings would have fupported Mr. Br'ftpw in the Nomi- 
nation recommended by himfelf, Hyder Beg Cawn would have dared to have oppofed him ? 

. A. I (hould fuppofe that Hyder Beg Cawn would not have dared to oppofe him, if the Go- 
vernment had taken the Means in their Power to fupport the Magiftrate. 

Wliether, according to your Obfervation of the State of that Country, it did not particu- 
larly call for the Eftablifhmcnt of Magiftrates according to Law i 
A. I think it did. 

( Ci ofs examined.) What Age was you when you went to Lucknow ? 

A. Fifteen or Sixteen. 

I underftand the Witnefs to have gone up the Country in 1778 or 1779 ? 

A. In 1779. 

In 1779, you were of the Age of Fifteen or Sixteen ? 

A. Yes. 

Do you recolleft what Age you were, when you went to Goruckpore I 
A. I cannot prccifely recollcft what Age 1 was when I went to Goruckpore. 

How foon was it after you went up the Country of Oude ? 

A, It was after Sir Eyre Coote left Oude. 

Q. What Year was that, do you recollcdl? 

A. I think it was in 1780. 

Q^ Then you muft have been between Sixteen and Seventeen ? 

A. 1 fancy fomcwhcrc thereabouts. 

Q. Did you make a longer Stay in either of the Provinces of Baraitcb, or Goruckpore than 

.Seven Months? 

A. No longer. 
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Q, You faid the Country appeared to be In a worfe State than it had been ; I wifh to underftand 

hancr you faw any particular Marks of the former Cultiva^jon that had been difeontinued f 

A. I don’t rccolleft to have faid that. ^ 

Q. It is underftood, and if there is any Doubt about it, you will explain it, that when you went 
to ^ruckporc and Baraitch you had obferved it was lefs populous ; that there were fomc Marks 
of Uiftrefs in that Country, and that it was in a worfe Condition than you underftood it from Re- 
port to be, before you went there 
*^A. Yes. 

(T Then the (^eftion is, what Signs of that Diftrefs you had obferved there ? 

^ I obferved it was not fo populous as other Parts of India 1 was in. 

Q. Whether you faw any Signs that Parts of the Country, which had been cultivated and inha- 
bited before, were uncultivated and deferted i 

A. 1 think I did. 

In what Part, and which of thofe Provinces in particular ? 

A. I faw Two or Three very capital Towns, with the Houfes which had been inhabited by for- 
mer Rajahs or Princes : Thefe, at the Time I faw them, were uninhabited •, and the Towns had 
fewer Perfons in them than they appeared originally to have contained, 

Q. What were the Names of thofe Towns ? 

A. 1 he Two Towns I mean, were Baramporc and Ghouda. 

Are not the Diftrifts of Baraitch and Goruckpore the Frontier Diftriefs of the Province 
of Oude ? 

A. 'I'hey are. 

Do you know any Thing of Infurreftions and other Caufes of Depopulation which prevailed 
in thofe Two Diftrifts ? 

A. I have already ftated, that it afforded an Afylum for fugitive Zemindars. 

In Anfwcr to a Queftion, what the Charaftcr of thofe People were, you faid they were refrac- 
toiy, and imputed it to that do you impute the Want of Cultivation and Population that you ob- 
ferved to the fame Caufe ? 

A. I impute it in fome Meafure to the Diftrefs of the Country. 

(T I wifh to know from the Witnefs, whether he does not know thofe Diftreftes were owing to 
the incurfions made by thofe refradfory fugitive Zemindars ? 

A. I do. 

Were there any particular Zemindars about 1 780 or 1 78 1 who diftreffed that Country ? 

A. 1 have forgot their Names. I recoiled hearing of One or Two. 

Q. Was Zalmin Sing One f 

A. I do not recoiled their Names. 

Q. The Towns that you obferved to be abandoned, did they appear to have been long or re- 
cently abandoned ? 

A. They were not in very bad Repair; and whether they were abandoned for a Length of 
Time or very little, I cannot pretend to fey. 

Did they appear, or could you colled from your Obfervation from what you few in thefe 
Towns, Whether they bad or not been abandoned before the Year 1775. 

A. I do not know. 1 cannot tell. 

Do you, or do you not know, 'Vyhethcr the Native Zemindars had behaved in a Manner 
more rtfradory than other Zemindars ? 

A. No ; 1 do not. 

Do you know whether the Revenues of thefe Two Diftrids had ever been collcdcd without 
confiticrable Rigour ? 

A. I know nothing about the former Mode of colleding it. 

Q; Do you know whether, in Cafes of Claims for Arrears of Revenue in Baraitch and Gor- 
ruckpoor, tliere were any Courts to which they could refort to compel Payment ? 

A. No. 

Qi Do you know of any Court in which the CoIIedors of the public Revenue can, by the 
tegular Procefs of fuch Court, compel Payment ? 

A. None. ^ 

Qi Whether, from November to July, the Inhabitants of that Part do not continue in the open 
Air all Night? 

A. The greater Part of them fleep in the open Air of Choice all Night. 

3 • 
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You have dated Two Motlesof colledling j One by the Kidbundy, which is according to 
regular Rate; the other the Auman^y, which is diferetionary : I wilh you to explain what bqJ 
mean by the Aumanney, and whetH^ it is not a certain Proportion of the growing Crop ? ^ 

A. Uo you mean, a Demand made according to a certain Proportion of the growing Crop? 

Whether in the Ade/rmentof the diferetionary Rate by the Aumanney, any Proportion is 
obferved between the Sum demanded and the growing Crop of that Year ? 

A. 1 do not know. 

Q. Do you know whether the fame Mode, or a fimilar Mode of Collcftion, obtains in the 
Two Provinces of Bahar and Oude ? 

A. I believe they do. 

Do you know whether it obtains likewife in the Province of Bengal ? 

A. 1 do not know. 

When you fpeak of a fimilar Manner, do you mean that there is a double Mode of Col- 
ledion — (Jne by the Kiftbundy, which I underftand to be regular ; and One by DiferetLon, called 
the Aumanney — Whether the lame Pradicc prevails in Bahar and Oude? 

A. Yes, to the bell of my Memory. 

know, whether the Inllanccs of Rigour ufed in Colonel Hannay’s Time, canac at any 
Time to Mr. llalUngs’s Knowledge ? 

A. I do not. 

Whether you know Major M‘Donald, Captain David Williams, and Captain Gordon ? 

A. I do. 

What is the Char.ider of thofc Gentlemen, for VcMcity ? 

A. I never heard it impeached. 

Were thofe Gentlemen ftationed in the Province of Goruckporc in September 1781 ? 

A. I think they were. 

You was ftationed there in the Months of Auguft, September, and Odober, 1781 ? 

A. Noj I was there in the Spring. 

Then, they who were there in the latter Months, had a better Opportunity of knowing 
than you ? 

A. 1 believe they had ; they were employed in the Collcdions, and confequently had. 

Do you remember at what Diftance of Time, after the Receipt of the Intelligence refpeding 
the Diftrcfics of the Khourd Mahl, that Paper was tranfmitted to Calcutta ? 

A. I cannot fay. 

Do you believe it was tranfmitted within Ten Months after the Time it was received ? 

A. I underftood it to be a Letter received juft before it was tranfmitted. 

Then you underftand it was tranfmitted as foon as received ? 

A. Yes, in the Courfe of Three Days. 

Qi Can you bring to your Mind the Time at which the Tranftation was made? 

A. To the belt of my Rccolledion, it was in January 1784. 

Whether the DiftrefiTcs that had been complained of had ceafed for above a Twelvemonth 
before the DirtreflTes of the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. I underftood they were new DiftrclTcs. 

Then you ftate, that that Account tranfmitted in 1784, was, as you underftand, an Ac- 
count of new DifticfiTes ? 

A. Yes. 

Do you know, whether there was not a fpecific AfiTignmcnt for the Maintenance of thofe 
Women in the Country of Sultanpore ? 

A. I know that they had large Parcels of Land allotted for their Support and Maintenance. 

Were they feparate AfTignments from the Begums Jaghire ? 

A. I do not know. 

Does the Witnefs know the Diftance of a Place called Taundy from Fyzabad upon the 
Banks of the Gogra ? 

A. I am not certain, I think about Forty Miles. 

Do you know whether Tannda is within one of the Begums Jaghires ? 

A. Yes, it is. 


Q. At 
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Q, At what Diftancc from Barraitch and Goruckporc was you in Auguft, September, and Oc- 
17S1. w!)cn the Infiirreftion happened? 

Vl was at Calcutta. ^ 

Q. Was you there from the 1 5th of Auguft to the End of September ? 

^ I cannot fpeak to Dates ; but I went with the Vizier from Lucknow to Chunar, and from 
thence I proceeded to Calcutta. 

(V How far is Lucknow from Barraitch and Goruckpore ? 

A. About Eighty Miles. 

The Witnefs has dated, that a Letter of the 15th of September 1782, from the Vizier to 
the Governor General at Calcutta, complaining of Colonel Hannay, was lent to the Go- 
vernment ; do you know when Colonel Hannay died ? 

A. I think in 1784; I cannot tell. 

Where did he die ? 

A, In Calcutta. 

0 . When was tlic Letter tranfmitted ? 

^ I rlo not know. 1 did not f.iy 1 h.id tranfmitted it, or that I knew it was tranfmitted. 

Whether you have any Knowledge of the Oppofition •, or whether there was any Oppofuion 
to the Courts of Juftice l)y any Body ? 

A. 1 underltand that Hyder Beg Cawn oppofciHhcm. 

ll.we you any Knowledge of your owr^ of the M.anner in which he oppofed them ? 

A. I h'.ard it was, becaufe he would not give them a Court to fit in j that was one. 

(). Was there any other ? 

A. I do not know of any otlicr. 

0 . Whether you know of any Aft of Oppofition upon the Part of Hyder Beg? 

A. 1 do not know of, any. 

O. What .Station had Woolevy Mobein been in before he w.as appointed to the Maglflracy, tlic 
Adawlut ? 

i\. I heard lie was originally appointed upon a former Occafion to the fame Office ; but I tliink 
tlv y laid he refufed to accept of it, and that, fublequcntly, for Subfiftence, he kept a School. 

Ci. Was he a Schoolmafter at the Time he was appointed ? 

A. I believe he was. 

By keeping a School, do you mean, an inferior Situation ; or was it a confiderable One in the 

riice ? 

A. Rather an inconfidcrablc One, I fliould imagine. 

But have you any Knowledge of that ? 

A. I have lien the School in the Street. 

CC The Wicnefs laid, he iieard it was ufual for the Refident to interfere with the Nabob’s Go- 
vrinmenr, and that he heard of an Inftance. Can you fpecify the inftance in which the Refident 
intermedellctl in the Nabob’s Government ? 

A. In the Appointment of an Aumil. 

How did he interfere ? 

A. Againll the Concurrence of Hyder Beg Cawn. 

Q. Whether it is not ufual throughout the Dominions of the Vizier to colleft the Revenue by 
Means of a Military Force ? 

A. In many Parts it is. 

Q. Is there any Part of the Dominions of the Vizier in which a Military Force is not employed 
for that Purpofe ? 

A . I do not know that there is. 

Whether the Force employed in the Colleftion of the Revenue, being a Military Force, is 
not commanded by Military Officers ? 

A. Not by Military Officers in general, but many of the Aumils, though not Military Men, 
have Corps employed in the Colleftion of the Revenue. 

Q; You mean many Perfons, themfelves not Military, have Corps under their Command for 
the Purpofe of collefting the Revenue ? 

A. Yes. 

Cb. Did you ever fee a written Copy of the Aumanny ? 

A. None. 

Q;. What Knowledge then have you of it ? 

A. Merely Report, 


Q. You 
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You faid the Colle£lion was higher at One Period and lower at another ; did you ftate that 
from mere Report, or from certain Documents ? ’ 

A. From mere Report. ^ 

Do you know whether Major Palmer was in the Country of Oude at the Time the Infurrec- 
tion in Baraitch and Goruckpore broke out ? 

A. I do not know precifely the Time when the Infurreflion broke out, for I was abfent at thcTime. 

Do you know whether Major Palmer was there in the Month of January lySa ? 

A. 1 cannot charge my Memory •, I cannot prccU'cly tell whether he was, or was not ■, I was at 
Calcutta in the Beginning of the Year 1782. 

Whether Colonel Hannay was not difmified by the Vizier himfelf ? 

A. I have heard he was. 

Q. Do you know the Period of that DifmilTion ? 

A. 1 do not. 

Can you ftate at what Time, within a few Months ? 

A. I cannot, for I did not hear till fome Time afterwards. 

Q. Do you know of his being re-appointed, after being difmiffed by jlic Vizier in 1782, or 
whenever it was ? 

A. He never was re-appointed. 

Was he never rc-appointed ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge : I heard he was difmiflcd and re-appointed. I do not mean that he 
was difntifted at the Time that he left the Country, but previous to it. 

So that you have heard that he had been difmifted and re-appointed ? 

A. 1 have heard that he had been difmifted and re-appointed. 

Q. Can you bring it to your Memory, at what Time he had been difmiftTed before he came out 
of the Country ? 

A. 1 cannot } it was fome Time after that I heard it. 

C^. Do you know of any Ground that would have prevented the Vizier, Hyder Beg, or any 
other Part of the Government of Oude, from complaining to the Government of Bengal, if 
there were Occafion ? 

A. None j I (hould think he might very cafily have complained, if he chofe it. 

Whether Dr. Thomas was not the Surgeon and particular Favourite of Sujah ul Dowlah? 

A. He was his Surgeon and particular Favourite. 

Do you know any Thing of his being a Favourite, or of his Allowance, except from Hearfay ? 

A. I have lieard him fay fo myfelf. He had a particular Difordcr, in confcquence of which he 
wrote to Mr. Haftings to fend him up, and he was fent up to Oude at the particular Requeft of 
Sujah ul Dowlah. 

When did you leave India ? 

A. I left India the latter End of November 1786. 

Do you know when Mr. Haftings left India ? 

A. I think he left it in the preceding Seafon. 

Do you know whether Ilyder Beg continued in the Service of the Vizier, as his Minilkr, 
down to the Time you left India ? 

A. I have heard he continued, and is now the Minifter. 

Do you know whether Mr. Haftings’s Power was looked upon to be confiderable in Eng- 
land and India, after he had left India ? 

A. I do not know for certain ; I have heard fo. 

Q. Was not luch an Opinion common ? 

A. Whether it was common or not, I cannot pretend to fay ; I have heard fuch a Thing. 

Q. Did you ever hear to the contrary ? 

A. Never, that I know of ; It is poftible I might have heard, but I really cannot charge my 
Memory. 

Q. Whether, from your Obfervation, you think the Vizier could hope to make an effectual 
Complaint againft any Perfon fupported by Mr. Haftings? 

A. My Obfervation docs not juftify an Anfwcr, one Way or the other. 

Q. Whether you do not know that Colonel Hannay was rc-appointed by the Dirciftion of Mr. 
Haftings, after he was difmifted by the Nabob? 

A. I may have heard fo •, 1 very likely did hear fo. 


Whether 
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(V Whether you have not heard that Major Ofbornc was appointed by Mr. Haftings ? 

^ I unJerrtood that Major Oiborne had a Command of a Corps belonging to the Vizier. 

Whether that Appointment was by the Kccommentfltion of Mr. Haftings ? 

a! I have heard Mr. Haftings was a Friend of his but I do not know whether he was appointed 
by the Recommendation of Mr. Haftings, or not. 

Q. Was Major Ofborne concerned in the Colledion of the Revenue ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. 

* 

Did you never hear of it ? 

A. I have heard of it. 

Q. Did ypu hear Complaints were made ? 

A. 1 heard there were. An Aumil of IHiabad made a Complaint againft him. 

Q. Did you hear of any Enquiry made into that Complaint ? 

A. Never that I know of. It is poffible I may have heard of it; but I cannot charge my 
Memory. 

Then you do not know that any Enquiry was made into it ? 

A. No. ^ 

AVhether when the Vizier fwore by the Prophet he would fly from his Dominions in cafe 
Colonel Hannay was fent back, you confider that Phrafe of the Vizier as a Complaint ? 

A. I do. 

I 

Whether the Appointment of Moolcvy Mobein was confidcrcd by the Natives as a Degrada- 
tion of tlie Office ? 

A. 1 ffioulJ apprehend not. 

What was the Eftimatlon Moolevy Mobein flood in amongft the Natives ? 

A, Very rcfpe^lable, by thofe I‘ heard fpeak of him. 

It has been faid he was a Schoolmafter : I would afle, whether the Men of the Law were 
not obliged to refort to other Employments to get their Bread in that Country, while there were 
no legal Courts ? 

A. Yes, I fhould fuppofe they might. 

Q. Whether Moolevy Mobein had not been appointed, in Mr. Middleton’s Time, to the fame 
Office by Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I have heard that he was. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they wlfhed to cftablifli the Fa6l of 
a Paper, upon the Records of the Company, having palled through the Rcfident's 
Oflicc, purporting to be a Narrative of a Converfation between Mr. Briftow and 
Ilyder Beg Cawn, on the Firft of May 1783 ; and read a Paflage therefrom. 

Then the Paper was fliewn to the Witnefs ; and he was alked, 

Q. Do you remember fuch a Paper as this ? 

A. No, I do not remember any fuch Paper. 

(^by CoimfeL) I would wilh the Witnefs to be alked, whether Colonel Hannay was fent 
back to the Country of Oude, after the Letter of Complaint was written ? 

(ik What is the Date ? 

A. The 15th of September 1782. 

Had he left the Country on the 15th of September 1782 ? 

A. 1 believe he had. 

Did he ever go back ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. 

Q. Do you know any thing of the Circulation of the Copies of the Articles of Impeachment 
in India ? 

A. Yes; they were in general Circulation. 

Do you know when Colonel Hannay died ? 

A. I cannot bring that to my Recollcdlion at all. 

Q; Are the Revenues that arc collected upon the Kiftbundy, colIe6ted without a Military 
Force ? 

A. Many of them are, if the Country happens not to be in a turbulent State. 

Q. Whether the Punilhments which you fpeak of, fo inflifted by Colonel Hannay, by Impri- 
fonment in the Way you mentioned, were fcvcrc beyond the ufual Punilhments infliaed in other 
Flaccs, and by other Colleftors ? 

7 ♦ A. I 
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A. I do not think they were, if the Demand were juftifiable, Tliey arc Pom(hmcnts which art 
ufed in many Parts of India: I mean, Imprifonment and Corporal Punilhment. 

Wtie there any Inftanccs of parffailar Severity under Colonel Hannay’s Adminiftration ? 

A. None, that I know of. 

Mad Colonel Hannay any Office, Authority, or Employment under the Vizier’s Govern- 
mem, except that of collefting the Revenues in the Two Diftrifts of Baraitch and Goruckpore? 

A. I believe he had every Authority in the Country. 

Ik 

Qi Had he any other Office? 

A. I don’t know that he had any other Office. 

Qi What Kind of Authority do you allude to, whea-y^u fay. Every other Authority ? 

A. iivery other Authority. 

Was that beyond tlie Two Diftridls of Baraitch and Goruckpore ? 

A. No. 

But in Baraitch and Goruckpore ? 

A. Yes. 

I underltood the Witnefs to fay, he h.id an official Authority for the Colledion of the Re- 
venues ; I umlerltand him now to fry, he had Influence. I want to ’know, whether he had any 
other official Aurhority than that of Colleftor ? 

A. None, that I know of, except to command the Troops. 

Q,I underdood the Witnefs to have faid, that Colonel Hannay told him he had fet Guards to 
prevent Immigrations, and threatened Punifhments to them that fold their Children: I underilood 
him to have faid fo •, if not, I fliould be glad the Witnefs would fet me right ? 

A* I do not recollcft faying any fuch Thing : I recoiled having faid, upon a Complaint made 
to Colonel Hannay, that many People made a Pradice of fejling their Children j — that he had 
threatened to punilh them if they wov^ld not forbear that Pradice ? 

(from a Lord.) I underftood the Witnefs, (he will fet me right if I am wrong), that he faw 
fome Guard at the Bank of the Gogra, and that he heard Guards were placed to prevent 
Emigrations ? 

A. I recoiled hearing that. 

Wliccher Colonel Hannay took upon him to place Chokies upon the Banks of the Gogra, 
or any other Blaccs, to prevent Emigration, by virtue of his Authority as Colledor ; or how did 
he allume it ? 

A. I llioiild fuppofc he had done it by virtue of his Authority as Colledor-, but I have not faid 
I knew pofitively tiuu he did, only that I heard fo, 

Q. The Interference that you fuppofe Colonel Hannay to have m^adc Ufc of, cither with refpeLT: 
to the felling of Children, or retraining Emigration, did you underftund to arife from his Office 
of Colledor, or any other fort of Authority ? 

A. From his Office of Colledor. 

Whether thofc Mud Forts, for. the Imprifonment of Perfons in the Manner you deferibr, 
were according to the ordinary Cuftom of the Country, or made up in a particular Manner tor 
that Purpofe ? 

A. They were not agreeable to the common Order of the Country.— In Bahar, thofc who do 
not pay the Kcvcinie aic generally fluit up in a Gaol. — 'i'here was no Gaol in the Country of Go- 
ruckj)orc and Baraitch that I ever heard of, and confequcntly they mud have fome Place of Con- 
finement. 'I'hc Bamboo Pallifadoe Prifons, I undexltood, were merely temporary, till ihcic 
Ihould be fuch a Number of Mud Forts buiH as would be fufficient to contain the Prilbners. 

0,1 unclcrflood you to fay, it was the Cullom of the Country to lay out of Doors, and that 
thefc Prifons were uncovered •, Whether the Perfons confined, the Farmers, or whoever they wcie, 
for not paying Rent, whether they were not confined in ihofe open Forts without any Cover, ior 
a Twelvemonth together ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge ■, I only faw them for a few Days. 

Q. {l/y the Managers for the Commons) As thofe Cages or Gaols differ from the ordinary Gaols in 
Bahar and the other Places, I would alk, Whetlicr, in Bahar, there are not Courts of Juftice to 
which it is ncceffary to apply, in order to imprifon Perfons charged with defrauding the Revenue ? 

A. I do not believe it is ncceffary for a judicial Procefs to imprifon thofe who do not pay their 
Duties to Government. 

You do not believe a judicial Procefs rcquifitc for thofe that do not pay the Revenue to 
Government ? 

A. I do not. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament 
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Die Martis, ii" Aprilis 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evidence. 

The Managers for the Commons Bated to the Houfe, that finding Mr. Holt was 
not gone fo foon as he pro[X)fed, they wiflied to call him again, for the Purpofe of 
alking him a few Queftions, as to the Monopoly of the Rcfources of the Country of 
Oude. 

Then ROBERT HOLT Efquire, was called in ; and alked. 

Whether the Trade of Saltpetre is a confidcrable Branch of Trade in the Country 
of Oude ? 

A. It is. 

Q. I defirc to know, if that Trade is free in the Province of Oude ? 

A. I underftand and believe, it is not free. 

Q. Is it under a Monopoly ? 

A. I have underftood it is. 

For whofe Benefit ? 

A. I believe for the Benefit of the RefiJent. 

Q. I defirc to know, whether there is a confidcrable Manufadlure of Cloths in the Country 
of Oude ? 

A. There is. 

Is that Trade confulerable ? 

A. Very confidcrable. 

To what may the Export of it amount? 

A, I cannot precifely lay •, but I have heard, to the Amount of fcveral Lacks of Rupees. 

Have you heard it was One or Two or ^^300,000 ? 

A. I have heard it was /^2oo,ooo. 

Q. The Export ? 

A. The Export, 

I defire to know, whether that Trade is free? 

A. I underftand it is not free •, I know it is not. 

Q;^ Is it a drift Monopoly ? 

A, It is. 

Q. Have the Weavers a Power of working for whom they pleafc ? 

A. I believe they have not. I know the Merchsfits arc not allowed to buy or fell that Com- 
modity, 

Docs the Prohibition upon the Merchants to buy and fell, extend to the Home IVadc, the 
Inrernal Trade, as well as to the Export Trade, of that particular Ariide of Cloths? 

A. I am not certain j I believe it does. 

For whofe Benefit is that Monopoly ? f^r whofe nominal Benefit ? 

A. hor the Benefit of Mr. Scott; 1 believe, in fomc Mcafure, under the Orders of the Govern- 
ment of Calcutta. 

Q. What is Mr. Scott’s Situation ? 

A. Mr. Scott has the foie Privilege of dealing in Cloths. 

From whom docs he derive that Privilege? 

A, From the Vizier, 

5 L 
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Q. What is his Intcreft with the Vizier, that he Ibould give him a Monopoly of the 
Manufaflurc in his Dominions ? 

A. I undcrftood it was at the Recommendation of the Government of Calcutta. 


principal' 


Where arc Mr. Scott’s principlTWarchoufes and the Seat of his Bufinefs ? 

A. There is One at a Place called Tanndai another fomewherc near Illihabad, where Mr, Scott 
rcfidcs, between Illihabad and Benares. 


Whether Tannda is not in, or immediately bordering upon, the Country under the JurifJic. 
tion of the Begums near the Jaghires. 

A. I really cannot pofitivcly fay : It was within about Forty Miles from where the Beguan 
refided. 

Do you mean Forty Miles from Fyzabad ? 

A. Forty Miles from Fyzabad. 

Did you hear it was the Phouzdarry or other Jurifdi£tion of Shujah Cawn ? 

A. 1 do not know. 


Do you know, or have you any Rcafon to believe, that, during the Troubles, any Attempt 
was made to pillage or deftroy Mr. Scott’s Manufafture at Tannda ? 

A. I was abfent during the Time of the Troubles, and I never heard any Thing of it. 

I dcfirc to know, in Explanation of an Anfwcr given by the Witnefs Yefterday, Whetlipr 
or no, when he faid he had not heard the Report of the Fortune of which Colonel Hannay died 
poflefired, fpoken of by above Eight or Ten People, he meant to exprefs that that was the Opi. 
nion of thofc Ten People only, or a general Report? 

The Houfe obferved, that the Witnefs had fpoken of a Report which he had heard 
from Ten People, and that to alk him to the Rumour of a Report was going a great 
Way. 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, That the Witnefs had faid, he had not 
heard it from above Ten People i the Queftion therefore that they wilhed to alk was, 
Whether the Witnefs underftood, that that was the Opinion of thofe Ten People only, 
or that the Opinion was general ? 

The Witnefs was alked, 

Whether he underllood, from the Converfation of thofc Ten People, that they were report- 
ing general Rumour, or their own Opinion ? 

A. They were reporting a general Rumour, and the Belief which they thcmfclvcs exprefled of it. 

Q, {Crofs examined.) I underftand you to fay, that you heard thefc Ten Perfons report, at Second- 
hand, the Report of others : Was it Flcarfay at Second-hand ? 

A. Yes. 

Whether you know or heard that Saltpetre was a Free Trade in Oude ? 

A. 1 do not know that it was. 


Q. Do you know, whether Mr. Haftings was, or was not acquainted, with the Faff of this being 
a Monopoly, and that the Refident had the Benefit of this Monopoly ? 

A. I do not. 

The Witncl's has fpoken to a Monopoly of the Manufadlurc of Cloths in the H.inds of Mr. 
Scott; I wilh to alk. Whether Mr. Scott provided them for tlie Benefit of the Company, or ior 
liis own private Benefit and Emolument ? 

A. For the Benefit of the Company. 

Do you know, whether he had, or had not, a regular Contrail with the Company for a 
regular Supply of that y\rtitle ? 

A. I think I have heard of it. 


(.2;^ But do you know any Thing of it yourfclf ? 

A. No, 1 do not, any further than that he had the folc Privilege of buying and felling ihc 
Cloths. 


Was you ever at Illihabad or Tannda, where the Warchoufes were ? 

A. No — never. 

Q. Have you any Knowledge at all of it, but from Report 

A. 1 have heard a Merchant -complain of bis not being able to purchafe Cloth; that is all the 
Knowledge I have. 

Do you know, whether the Cloth had always been a Monopoly under the Nabob’s oww 
Government ? 

A. I do not. 

Q^Do 
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t)o you know, whether Mr. Scott paid any Duty to the Nabob^s Qoverilment for hU Cloths i 

A, I do not. 

Q. Do you know, whether the Cloths, the Manufadm of Oude, did or not conditute a valu- 
abin*art of the Company’s inveftments ? 

A, I have heard a very confiderablc Share. 

Q. Do you know, whether the Manufafture was much improved and extended by Mr. Scott ? 

A, I have heard the Exports were confidcrably increafed, and were confiderably incrcafin^ 
when I left the Country. 

Q. Do you know, whether Mr. Scott obtained his Situation, with refpeft to the Monopoly, by 
the Recommendation of Mr. Hallings ? 

A. No, not particularly from Mr. Haftings. 

Q. Do you know any Thing of the Manner of his obtaining his Situation there ? 

^ I hare already faid, I undcrilood it was by the Recommendation of the Government at 
Calcutta. 

In what Manner do you know it ? 

A. 1 have heard it. 

(V You faid, you only knew the Fortune of Colonel Hannay from Rumour ; I wi(h to alk, 
wh^eryou had ever heard this Rumour rcfpcAing Colonel Hannay’s Fortune, before Colonel Han- 
nay had left the Country of Oude ? 

A. I have heard he had amaffed a large Fortune j but I never heard it particularly fpecified till 
fubfequent to his Death, when I heard he died pofTelTcd of the Money I have already mentioned. 

When did you hear he had amaflTcd a large Fortune i 

A. Some Time before his Death. 

(^(iy a Lord.) Was that Complaint of the Merchant you fpcak of, made to you as an Officer 
of Government ? 

A. No. 

Did it ever come to the Refident’s Knowledge ? 

A. I do not know that it did : I am not certain. Upon Recollection, I believe there was * 
Complaint made to the Kcfldent by this very fame Ferfon. 

Q, Who was this Perfon ? 

A. A Mr. Graham, an European Merchant. 

He made this Complaint, did he ? 

A. Yes. 

Do you know any Thing of what became of that Complaint ? 

A. No } he only complained of it as a Hardihip. 

Q. In Converfation ? 

A. In Convcifation. 

Not formally ? 

A. No. 

Qt (h Manages.) Whether you did not confider the Exirtence of this Monopoly of Cloth, 
as a Matter of public Notoriety ? 

A. Very public. 

Whether, from your Knowledge of the Country, and of the Agents kept by Mr. Hallings, 
you believe this Monopoly to be a Secret to him ? 

A. I think it highly probable he Ihould have heard of it. 

Q. Had he not in Oude a Vaiicty of Agents for Intelligence, from alinoft all the European 
Merchants ? 

No Anfwer. 

Do you know whether Mr. Scott was removed when the reft of tlic Englilli were removed, 
after the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. I do not believe he ever quitted the Country, from the Time of my going there to the pie- 
lent Hour : He never was out of the Province of Oude. 

You do not know that he ever quitted the Courttry to the prefent Hour ? 

A. No, except he went to Benares. 

Qi (by Counfel.) Whether Mr. Scott was in the Company’s Service? 

A. He was nor. 
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O ffrm a I orl) You have faitl, Mr. Scott was not in the Company’s Service. I wllh W know. 

r »: 2“;;,^ d» ,ou ^ ,hcsc,vi„of 

1 mean that he is not a covenanted Servant, the fame as myfelf. 

O Did vou undrrftand he had a Monopoly, fo as to be refponfiblc to the Company for all .he 
P.2lts of E Monopoly, or that he contraded with the Company fo as to make a Profit of .t 

for his own Ufe ? 

A. I did not fo underftand it. 

aT TShc waraccounub^^ to Government for every Thing he received m Confcqucnce of tlie 
Monopoly. 

O Do you know whether he had a Contrad with the ^mpany ; or do you know in what 
Marnier he was accountable for the Produce of the Monopoly to the Company 

A. rhe W.iy 1 underftood it was this: Mr. Scott was recommended to the Vizicr a* “ J erf? 

have the entire Charge of the Cloth Manufadory ; That he was ^ 

cliifivc Trade in if, and that it was confidcred as an Advantage to the Company, y is ci g a'c 
to fupply the Cloths for the Inveftments of the Company. That is preciiely my Idea 

CC Do you know any Thing of the Matter ? 

A. I know nothing more than what I have dated. 

O Buim vou untellaod it, he f«ms to have a Contraft »ith the Comp.ny, to deal «iil. him 

for^ha, limy lanted. W„ he paid a. an Agent (or then, ( What P.oSt was there to be got b, 

" a‘’.“VLoU “wfe dtl of pS that he n,ight derive from the excluBve 

Privilege of felling to the Company. 

Q. Then he was not paid as Agent to the Company ? 

A. I know nothing of the Matter. 

Q. {by a Lord.) Whether the Treafure belonging to Colonel Hannay, was not found in hn 
Ched by his Executors after his Death ? 

A. 1 do not know that it was. 

Q. W.IS it Part of the Report that it was lb found ? 

A. It was. 

Q^, Was it not a general Report ? 

A. I have heard lo. 

O {from a Lord.) The Witnefs has dated, that Mr. Palmer came "P» ^r. Br.dow's 

Regency, to Lucknow j and that he confidcred him as a Icciet Agent to Mr. Hadings , 
the Witnefs to explain, what he meant by a Secret Agent of Mr. Haltings ? 

A. 1 only mean, that he had not the Authority ot the Goveinrnent. 

(y That he was not employed by the Government ? 

A. That he was not employed by the Government. 

Do you know any Thing of his being an Agent at all for Mr. Hadings ? 

A. I know nothing, but from thofe in the Office. 

CL Was he an Agent for Public or Private Affairs ? 

^ Not for Public Adairs, only Private. 

O. {from a Lord.) You have dated that Mr. Scott was account, able to the Company for the 
wh.^l- Produce of the Monopoly, and you have alfo dated, that you "u.fi have M 

a coi.fKlcr,.blc Profit, as being the foie Dealer in Cloth-, now, 1 w.fli to underlLuid how this 1 rolu 
arofc to Mr. Scott, whether by a fixed Sal.iry, or by Agency, or how ? ^ p „ 

A. It was merely an Opinion I formed — I do not fpeak ot it as a Matter ot raa. 

Q. What was it you fpokcof then, as to his Profits? i i n • -i 

A I was afked, Whether I fuppofed there was any Emolument annexed to th.it Privilege 
inain Cloth? To which I anfwered. Undoubtedly there were Profits, becaide there might be ni. 
Cfoths than were neceflary for the Uib of the Company’s invedments •, the red he would make U 
of for his own Profit. 


The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Tlien 
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Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that the particular 
Circumftanccs of the Witnefs juft examined having induced them to call him fo early, 
h id in forae Meafure deranged the Plan of Evid^e they had laid down •, but that 
they (hould now begin upon the Method they had orl|inally intended, and which, lor 
ti, /future, they meant to purfuc for this Purpofe they defircd a Paper already de- 
livered in to the Houfe, namely, the Defence of Mr. Haftings delivered in at the Bar of 
the Houfe of Commons, might be read. 

Read, beginning at Page 210 of the fame, as follows (<»). 

“ Preface to the Fourth Charge. 

Before I proceed to reply to the Charges refpefting my Conduft to the Begums, and on the 
Affairs of Oude, I muft oblcrve that they contain Particulars of which 1 was totally ignorant until 
1 read them in the Charges. I am therefore very much indebted to the Ainilance of Mr. Middle- 
ton, and to the Information of Gentlemen who were in Oude when the Tranfadions alluded to 
happened. By thefe Aids, I have been enabled to reply fully to thele Charges ; and every Afier- 
tion in my Reply is capable of Proof, either by Documents now before this Honourable Ilouie, 
or by Evidence ready to be produced at its Bar. For the Conveniency of this Honourable Houfe, 
I (hall reply to thefe Charges, not as they arc numbered, but as the Subjects are connedted. Firft, 
‘‘ The Princefles of Oudct” Second, “ Mii'demcanors in Oude •/* Third, “ Delliuftion of the 
« Rajah of Sahlone;** and Fourth, ** Furruckabad.** 

“ Charge the Fourth. 

<< PRINCESSES of OUDE. 

It is certainly not true, that the Nabob of Oude was ever under the Controul of the Bengal 
Government, in the Extent dated in this Charge. That the Refidcnt, who reprefented the Council 
General, had an Influence at his Cotii t, cannot be dilputcd •, but it is notorious that the Adis of 
the Nabob’s Government were, on various Occafions, remonflrated againft, and incfledlually op^ 
pofedby the Rcfidcnt, as may be fecn by the publick Corrcfpondencc of Meifrs. Midtlleton and 
Briftow. It cannot, therefore, be admitted, that the Enghdi Name and Charadlcr were con- 
« cerned in every Adt of his Government, or in any not authorized by them.” 

Allowing it to be true, that the Country of Oude was in a flouiilhing State before our Inter- 
ference, furcly I cannot be chargeable with the Evils rcfulting from the Sydem we cdabliflied, lince 
I gave all the Oppofition I could to the fird Introdudlion of it. The Sydem was undoubtedly 
very defedlive, and generally prejudicial to the Nabob’s Adairs, inafmuch as it necefTarily clhblifh- 
cd a Degree of Interference in liis Government, undefined by any precile Rule ; which, however 
(lifcrcctly ufed, would not fail to weaken his Authority, and in many Cafes to be proJudlive of 
all the Evils confcqiient on a divided Government. The Refident, for Indance, though otFicially 
competent to no pofuive Adi o( his own, found himlelf, on fome Occafions, driven to tin* Nc- 
ccfTity even of oppofing the Execution of the Nabob’s Orders to the Officers ul liisown Govern- 
ment, as the only Means of defending the Securities made over to him for the public Claims of the 
Company ; for however willing his Excellency may have been to grant Affignments for the 1. liqui- 
dation of his Debt, he was never very fcrupulous of infringing them, when preflrd by other im- 
portunate Creditors, but has frequently granted Tuncaws upon Aumils, whole Revenue, to its 
utmod Amount, he well knew had been previoufly alligncd over to the Company. In fuch Calcs 
the Refident, though inveded with no odenfiblc Authoiity, would have failed in h,s Duty, had he 
not rcfided, and exerted every Means in his Power to maintain his Priority of Claim, liowevcr 
confeious he might be that in fo doing he weakened the Authority of the Nabob in the Eyes of his 
Aumils and Subjcdls in general. This Condudl of the Nabob forced the Refulenr into a Competi- 
tion with his Authority, and exhauded the Revenues of the affigned Lands, by giving new Drafts, 
with new Powjcrs, on what was already pledged to its utmod Extent, which may have been One 
Source of the Decline of the Nabob’s Country, fince our Connexion wi hiti but more obvious 
ones may certainly be traced, in the great and condant Drain of Sjiecie from the Nabob’s into the 
Company’s Provinces; in the Supinenefs and Inactivity of his Exedlency’s Adminillntion ; and, 
laftly, in the Calamity of I'hiec fucccffivc Years Drought, which, if we may judge fiom the fatal 
Experience of a Angle Year’s Eailure of the natural Rains in our own Provinces, would have left 
them an entire Wade, without Cultivation or Inhabitants. The Eftimatc of the Revenues of Oude 
at the prefent Nabob’s Acceffion to the Government, as given in this Charge, is fallacious •, fin, 
from the Year 1777 , when I re appointed my own Agent to il^c Nabob’s Court, the Revenue 
never amounted to any Thing like the Sum Hated, even if the Revenues of Benares were included. 
I'wo millions Sterling would” have been much nearer the Reality. The Revenue never was equal 
to the enormous Burthen of the Two Englifh Brigades, with the progreffivc Liquidation of the 
accumulated heavy Balance, and the ineffedual Er^dcavour to realize fuch Claim, from the com- 
mon Refources of the Country, was ever a Source of the greated Embarraffment and Diltrefs to 
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^hc Nabob’s Affairs. The Balance on the annual Tonciws or Affignment# was alwayi coofide,. 
able, but never greater than it was at the Time of Mr. Briftow’s firft Re^val, and Mr. Middle! 
ion’s Appointnient to the Court of Oude, the Beginning of 1777, nor the Confulion in tljj 
Country more ferious or alarming, aylfiay be proved by the public Correrpondeoce of that Period 
But neither (hall I, nor the Rcfident of my Choice, be chargeable with any of the Evils ante! 
Cfilcnt to that Time, as the whole Powers of Government were lodged in other Hands, 

“ The mofl: rigorous Means were adopted, and even Threats of Military Execution refertedtoin 
the l ime of the late Rcfident, Mr. Briftow, in the Year 1776, toexaft the Payment then made by 
the Begum •, nor would any foftcr Methods have availed, as (he declared “ /he would fooner throw 
“ her I'realures and Jewels into the River, than advance the Nabob a finglc Rupee.” Her 
Jewels, Cloaths, and lloiifchold Utenfils, were permiued to be taken in Default of Ready Money 
Payments, and converted lo the Company’s Ufc by public Auflion in Calcutta, without any Dif. 
approbation having been fignilied by the Council General, cither of the Principle on which the 
Claim had been made on the Begum, or the Mode of enforcing it. All Delicacy was nccciTariij 
laid afidcj and it bcc.ime “ now a Queftion, whether the Nabob”, as Mr. Briftow Rated, » Iboold 
“ feizc his Right, or fufFcr a Lack of Souls to perilh, and the Sovereignty of thefe Provinces to 
“ be transferred to another Pamily.” The Board, fo far from difapproving this Doftrlne of 
Mr. Biiftow, that Two of the Members, Colonel Monfon and Mr. Francis, recorded their Opinion, 
“ I'hat the Begum who luccecdc'd to the I'reafurcs, (hould pay “ all the Sums due to the Company,** 
and Mr. Francis cxprelTcd his A(loni(hment,that the Begum, “ in a Country where Women are not 
“ allowed a free Agency in the mo(t trifling domeftic Concerns,” (hould, as the Condition of yield, 
ing up thofc Trcalures, claim an Interference in the Nabob’s Government, and “ prefume to talk of 
“ appointing Miniflers, and governing Kingdoms.” The concluding Words or Mr. Francis are 
very (bong. “ With rcipedf to receiving her into the Provinces, I (hall have no Objeftion, pro- 
vided (lie can obtain the Nabob’s Confent j without that, (he can have no Right to remove the im- 
“ menfe Wealth flic poflefl'cs, or even her own Perfon, out of his Dominions.” Thefe were the 
Opinions of Two leading Members of the Council at that Time, on the Claim f<?t up by the Nabob, 
and tlie incicpendant Rights of the Begum ; and yet there was then no Accufation againft her of noto- 
rious Dilafledion and CTonfpiracy. “ The Trcalures (he poflclTed,” Mr. Briftow faid, “ were the 
“ 'I'realures of the State, as (he had not fucceeded to them by any legal Title the Nabob was, 
therefoie. ftridly jullified in demanding them ; and if there was any Thing in the whole Proceeding 
which did not accord with the Sentiments of People in general, it was the Part we officioufly took 
to prevent the Nabob’s recovering the Whole of his Patrimonial Eftate from thofe who fraudulently 
’w.ith-helil it from him. He was charged with the Whole of his Father’s Debts •, his Life was 
repeatedly endangered by the Infurredions of his Troops, who had been left many Months in 
Arrears and he was moreover divefted by us of a valuaole Part of his Dominions •, and yet we 
prevented him from availing himfclf, as he had undoubted Right to do, of the Means which were 
left him of fatisfying thofc Debts -, the Whole of which had been incurred in the Accumulation of 
the very Wealth lie was now contending for. 

“ It is not ti lie that the Begums were left in Charge of the late Nabob’s Treafures, or other 
valuable Ffl'eds, for the Purpofes fet forth in the Charge of maintaining liis Offspring and De- 
pendants ; the old Begum, the Mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out or the Queftion, 
having had no Prefents entrufted to her Care, but (he became poircfTcd of them in her Capacity 
of 'I'ruflec and Treafurer of the Dcceafcd, who, for fome Time before his Death, “ depofjtcd the 
“ .Surplus of his Revenues with the Bow Begum, to provide againft an Emergency.” Hence the 
Whole ot It s Property, of what Sort ibevcr, was in her Cuftody at the I'ime of his Death, but 
Ibll as a l^cpolit, though f rom the Hands of his Mother ; for they were the Rights of the State 
which (he h.id in Charge. — But I muft repeat, that I difapprove, and (fill condemn the Interference 
ot our Refklent I becaufe we had no Concern in it, and our Credit fuffered in the Opinions of 
Mankind, from the natural Difgiift which would be excited by a Contention between a Son and 
his Mother, and by our Appearance as Incendiaries, inftead of Conciliators in it; But no Man 
could ever alTert or believe that it was therefore her own. It was undoubtedly a conftituent Part of 
the hereditary Flflate, which devolved to the Nabob AlToph ul Dowlah on his Father’s Demife, 
and ns luth ought to have been wholly delivered up to him ; but the Begum refufed to give up 
any I'hing, until coercive Meafurcs were threatened, and then (he confented only to the Payment 
ot rhirty, out of One hundred and fevcnty Lacks, which Mr. Briftow declared, that, on the moft 
moderate Computation, (he pofrefTed \ and making a Merit even of this Condel'cenfion, (he was fut- 
fertd to demand, and aiflually to exadt, from the Nabob, an Encreafe of Jagheers to Ten Times 
the Amount of the Income which had been fettled upon the old Begum by her dcccaled Son, 
Shujah ul Dowlah, for tile Maintenance of herfelf, and the numerous Family and Dependants of 
lici hue 1 lufband, Sufdur Jung. The Agreement thus entered into between the Nabob and 
B.iM.i-i.,t- his Mother was ratified by Mr. Briftow, without any Authority! but “ as the Urgency of the 

I .'uriof ** Calc rendered it nccclTary, the Board approved the Ratification.” The Board, I have (aid, ap- 

liu'fL'tui. proved of it, and I Was a Member of the Board, but I was an inefficient Member of it j the Whole 

of this 'I'lanlaclion having palfcd under the Order and Guidance of the Majority of the Board, 

which excluded me from any Share in ihcir Adis, equally in fuch as I approved, and in fiich as I 
dil ipfirovid. It will appear, from the preceding Rcafnning, that I approved of the Nabob’J 
Allcition of his own Right to re-claim the Treafures of his Inheritance. 
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w It 11 not trac that the Women an:! ChiWren of the late Nabob were left, or intendfd to be 
fcfr, dep^tot on the Bow Begum. They were Icparatcly provided for j and though, from the 
Failure of the Funds afligned tor their Maintenance, tht^ere too often fubjefted to great Incon- 
venience, they never experienced any Ads of BeocvoknccTrom the Begum, beyond an occafional 
Donation of a few Rupees to the Children, when (be condcfcendcd, which was indeed very Jcldom, 
to permit them to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the jagheers were left the Begum by 
the late Nabob. At the Time of his Death, the Diftrich which afterwards conllitutcd the jaghcer, 
were held by the Begum on the Fooling of a Farm, under the Name and Management of Jowar 
Aliy Cawn, with whom the Accounts of the fame were annually adjufted at the Kiialla. To th^ 
prdent Nabob, therefore, flic was indebted for the principal Part of her Jagheers. 

The Treaty and Guarantee, though ratified, it would appear, by the Council only bccaufc 
« the Urgency of the Cafe rendered it neceffary and, though the Begum, before Six Months 
had clapfcd, had, by Mr. Brillow’s Acknowledgement, “ forfeited her Claim to the Protedion of 
“ the Company, by infringing the Conditions of the Treaty to which they were Guarantees,’' were 
moft facredly adhered to by me, until the Mifeondudof the Begums and their Dependants, on ibc 
Occafion of the Infurrcftion at l^narcs, would have made it an Ad of the greateft Injuftice in the 
Company to thcmfclvcs to continue their Protedion : The Guarantee was then withdrawn, and the 
Nabob was permitted to renew and profecutc his Claim to his Inheritance. Previous to that Period 
the Rcfidcnt, by my Orders, on all Occafions employed the utmoft Influence of his Station, to 
guard the Begums aflumed Privileges fiom Invailon ; and in various Inftanccs, as will appear from 
his piiblick Corrcfpondence, did oppolc, almolt by Violence, the Defigns of' the Nabob, where 
they were hoftilc or ofFcnfivc to the Begum. He repeatedly went to Fayzabad, purpofely to me- 
diate between the Nabob and his Mother, and reconcile mutual Animofuicsi which, on one Side, 
were perpetually excited by the Jealoufy and intcrefled Views of the Two principal Eunuchs Jowar 
and Bahar Ally Cawn i and in every other Inftancc whatfoever, he invariably fhewed that Attention 
and Refpeft to the Begum, which was due to her from the near Relation (he bore to our Ally. This 
the Bow Begum herfclf admitted, obferving, in her Letter to Mr. Brittow, “ That die Nabob, 
“ her Son, had once before threatened to Icizc her Jaghecr, but Mr. Middleton interfered, and 
^ prevented rti*’ and tlicrc is not the Shadow of Doubt, that but for this Interpoficion, his Ex- 
cellency would long before not only have feized her jagheers, but have wrefted from her the 
Treafurcs fhc unjuftTy with-held from him. 

The Nabob was permitted torefume the Jagheers, bccaufc they were found highly prejudicial 
to the Revenue of the State, and he granted, to fuch as were entitled to that Induigcnce, Stipends in 
Money equivalent to the net Produce of their Lands. The Begums were exprcftly provided for, 
and the Payments were to be made them, not at the Difcrction of the Nabob, but from the Com- 

K ny*s Treafury under Charge of the Rcfidcnt, Where then was the pretended Injury, fince the 
gums were regularly to receive, according to their own Statement, to the utmoft Amount of what 
they ever realized from rheir Jagheers ? 1 his Propofal was repeatedly made to them in Writing, 
and fully explained to their Agents, by the Nabob, his Minifters, and the Rcfidcnt, but was an- 
fwered with the grofleft Indecency and Abufe, and the moft violent Denunciation of Vengeance on 
the whole Country, in cafe their Jagheers were touched,” With reipeft to the other Jaghcerdars, 
excepting only the Nabob Salar Jung, and a very few others, they were generally the meaneft and 
moft contemptible of the Nabob’s Subjefts, and in no Shape deferving of his Boimty. They were, 
in Ihorr, his Orderlies, and other Perfons of that Stamp, the Companions of his loofcr Hours. 
The pcrfonal Influence of thefe Men, which was very powerful, was naturally exerted to deteat a 
Defign which fo materially affected their Interefts, and not without confidcrablc Efficacy, as ap- 
peared by the Nabob’s fubfequent Conduft when the Meafurc of Refumption came to be carried into 
Execution. It was on their Account only that any Difficulties were ftarted, and could thefe Men 
have been exempted, his Excellency would moft certainly have made no Hefitation about rhe Reft; 
but it would indeed have been a Dilgracc to the Influence which we were luppofed to have ac- 
quired in his Government, to have fuftcred a partial Diftinttion in favour of fuch unworthy 
Objeds. 

“ No Injury was intended, or could poflibly arife, to the Begums, from the Refumption of the 
Jagheers ; they were found deflruftive of the Nabob’s Revenue, and dangerous to the very lixift- 
ence of his Government ; they had been made the Sources to feed a Rebellion. It was neccffiify 
therefore to refumc them; and the only Change which the Begums Situat.on could undcrgti 
from It, was the Subftitution of the Nabob’s Agency, with the pledged Security of the Com- 
pany's Reiident, in lieu of that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn. No Stipulation 
was made in Favour of any other Jaghcerdars, bccaufc the Faith cf the Company was not 
concerned in it. 

’‘ The Two diftindl Ads, of refuming the Jagheers, and feizing the Treafures, are confounded, 
and improperly made to originate fiom one and the fame Caufe, viz. the Defedion of the Begums in 
the Infurrcdion at Benares. At the Time thtcthc Rtfum{)tion of the Jaghms was rcfolved on, the 
Condod of the Begums, though flrongly fulpeded, was not fufficicntly afeertained to juftify the 
depriving them of Jagheers held under the IMedgc of the Company, without an Fiquivalenr •, and 
accordingly a full Compenfation was ftipulated. Their Condud, in openly and molt violently op- 
pofing, by armed Force, the Nabob’s Orders for the Refumption of iIk Jagheers, though ti cy 
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.Were not to be Lofers by it j their exciting th^r Agents and other Jagheerdars to unite in fbrdble 
Rcfiftancc ; and, laftly, the fubfecjuent Information which was obtained of their Zeal and Activity 
in fupporting the Rebellion of Rajah Jjlfcit Sing, and fpreading its Confcqucnces through the Na. 
bobN Dominions, for the declared Purpofc of our Extirpation, were the Grounds of withdrawing 
the Company's Guarantee, and of the confequent Confilcation of their Treafures. Admitting the 
Eads allcdged in the Refidcnt's Correfpondcncc, and confirmed by the folemn Teftimony of fo 
many Witnefles, both Native and European, and of the latter many, (fortunately for my Honour), 
arc in England, who could be no Ways intcrefted in the Ifllic, no Man furely can d.fputc the Pro. 
priety ot this Meafurc, whether its Juftice or Policy be made the Criterion of judging it; mod 
afiuredly, no unprejudiced Man in the Country, whether Native or European, ever entertained a 
Doubt of the Begunis having been extremely adive in promoting the Infurredion at Benares, 
and in the Nabob’s Country : It remains, therefore, for Juftice to decide, whether in fo doing 
they did or did not forfeit their Claim to the Protedion of the Company, by which alone they 
had hitherto maintained whatever they poflefled. 

“ When the Nabob fo earneftly deured my Sandion for the Refumption of the Jaghcers, he 
certainly had in View only the Begums and a few others of Magnitude, which he confidcred pro- 
teded, either by the Guarantee or Favour of the Company. He could not be fuppofed to alk 
my Sandion to the Refumption of Grants, in which the Company's Faith was no Ways concerned; 
but, being aware that his Excellency intended a partial Refumption, referving the Jaghcers of his 
particular h^avoufites, who from their Charaders and Condiift ought to be the firft proferibed, I 
cicccrmincd to defeat the Dciign, by advifing him to make ih^ Refumption general ; and he en- 
gaged to follow my Advice. Idic Confcquencc of this his Excellency did not at the Time advert 
to; but when he difeovered that, by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my determined Adherence 
to it, he was precluded from (hewing any Partiality, apd moreover that the Produce of the 
Jaghcers, when refumed, inftead of coming immediately into his PoflelTion, was to be appropriated 
to. the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I cxprcfsly ftipulatcd, he became in- 
different, and even apparently averfe to the Refumption. He was alfo, as I have already re- 
marked, greatly influenced by the inflammatory Suggeftions of Incendiaries and Perfonal Fa- 
vourites about him, who countcraded my Defigns in all my Proceedings with his Excellency, by 
diffiiading him from a Meafurc by which their Intcrcfts would be fo much affeded. To thofc who 
arc perfonally acquainted with the Nabob, it will not appear extraordinary that all thefe Caufcs, 
combining and operating upon his Mind, Ihould have drawn him into Inconfiftcncics of Conduit, 
which to others may feem irrcconcileable. 

It is not true that Sir Elijah Impe):.was at Lucknow when I communicated my Sentiments 
through him to the Rcfident, refpeding^^the Begum's ♦Treafures. Sir Elijah was with me at 
Chunar, and the Rcfident did avail himfeff on this anJ other Occilfions of that Gentleman's Fre- 
fence and confidential Intcrcourfc with me, to afeertain my Wifhes on certain Points, which the 
Multiplicity and Importance of the Bufinefs which I was then engaged in prevented my commu- 
nicating fo fully by Letter. 

“ The Eiiglilh d'roops were not employed at Fayzabad until the Nabob formally demanded 
their Aid, in confcqucnce of hoftile Preparations to refill his Claim upon the Begum for hisde- 
ccafcd Father’s 'Frcalurcs, which he deemed his own Force unable to repel. The Eunuchs were 
feized, not for the Eurpoic of extorting Money, as affumed in the Charge, but as the Agents and 
principal Inllrumcnts of exciting the Infurrcdlions before alluded to, and tor adual Rebellion.— 
The Nabob had declared his firm Intention, by Letters to myfclf and the Kefidcnt, long before 
he went to Fayzabad, of leizing and feverely piinilhing the Two Eunuchs of his Mother, not 
only for their lhamclul and infidious Conduft during the Troubles at Benares, but for their lonj; 
and unremitted Treachery, particularly to himfclf, in fccking every Occafion of embroiling liim 
with both his Parents, and openly infulting his Authority ; a Conduft they had invariably purfud 
from the Death of the late Nabob his Father. “ They have preferved (fays Mr. Briltow, in his 
“ Letter of the January 1776) a iotal Independence of the Nabob's Authority, beat the 
“ Officers of his Government, and refufed Obedience to his Perwannahs," I'hcir Perfons were 
accordingly feized on the Nabob’s Arrival at Fayzabad, and fecured under a ftridt Guard of the 
Company’s Troops, the Nabob not thinking it prudent or fafe to truft them in the Cuftody of his 
own Sepoys, whilft furrounded with fuch large Parties of their armed Men affembled in the 
Neighbourhood, who had declared thcmfclves equal to any Conlcft with his Excellency’s Force, 
and determined on a defperate Rcfiftancc, had the Attack upon them at Fayzabad been made 
by his Strength alone. So confident indeed was the Begum in her own Strength, under hej 
Two Commanders, Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn, that (he did on ail Occafions profefs to hold 
the Troops of the State in the utmoft Contempt, and oppofed them without Ceremony. “ 1 ^^ 
“ not you," fays (he to Mr. Briftow, “ take any Part in the Affair, and then let Afoph ul Dow- 
♦ Sic in Orig. “ Murtcza Cawn (the Nabob and his Minillcr) in whatever Manner they arc able, * to 

“ Sums of Money from me — they will then fee the Confequenccs." 

“ Upon a Review and due Confidcration of the Situation of Affairs at Fayzabad, it appearing that 
thefe Two Eunuchs were capable of affording the Nabob the moft cffeflual Affiftancc in the R<^^ 
very of his Claims on the Begum, and that in Fa6t there was very little Probability of fuccccding 
without their Aid, it was deemed good Policy to tempt them with Affuranccs of a Mitigation of tncif 
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Punilhmcnt, in Proportion as they might exert themfcives in the Bufincfs. They, in confequence, 
oromil'ed every Afliftance in their Power, and charged thenfl%es with the whole Claim, which, 
^tfr a tedious Ncgociation, was compromifed at Sixty Lacks. On the Strength of this Engage- • 
ment the Eunuchs were permitted, in Cultody however of a fufficient Guard, to return to their 
Habitations in the Town, for the declared Furpofe of acquitting themfcives of their Obligation, 
which they owned they could accomplifli in Three Days t they, however, broke this l-ngagcment, 
and were guilty of fuch Equivocation, Falfehood, and Evafion, produced probably by their In- 
tercourfe with the Begums, as rcndcicd it ncccflary, in the Judgment of the Nabob and his Mi- 
nillers, to recur to rigorous Treatment as the only Mcan^ of bringing them to an imm. diate- Ad- 
iollmenr, which it was well known, from their Situation with the Begums, was within their Reach. 
The conditional Obligation of their Compromife with the Vizier was, that they lliould procuie the 
immediate Payment of his Claim upon the Begums, and in Return they were promikd Lenity : 
They willfully broke the Terms of the Agreen.cnt, and it was therefore juftifiable to replace them 
in the Situation in which they would have Rood, had no fuch Compromife taken Place •, and they 
had added to their other Offences the recent Violation of a folemn written Obligation j but upon 
their again giving lire ftrongeft Aflliranccs of faiistying the Nabob’s Claim, a new Agreement, un- 
der the^Sanftion of the Begum, was entered into, in which they were allowed One Month, confi- 
dcrably more than they had even afked, to pay up the Balance, and they were in Confequence 
freed from their Reftraints, the Nabob returning to liis Capital, leaving an Agent of his own with 
a proper Guard to conclude the Bufincfs. It very foon, however, appeared, that this Agreement 
was meant only to amufc and carry the Nabob from Fayzabad -, for at the Expiration of the limited 
Time very little had been paid, and only idle, fallacious, and infulting Pretexts, with renewed 
Proniifes, offered in Excufe for the Failure. Could then the Nabob, who knew that ihefc Men 
had the Means of fatisfying his Demand in One Hour, be blamed for again directing Recourfe to 
Severities, as the laft and only Refort ? There could be no Doubt cf the Ability of the P.irties 
to comply with the Demand i for, notwithftanding the Pretences which were ufed after the Deli- 
very of the Sum obvioudy depofited with Baliar Ally Cawn for the Purpofe of concealing the fecret 
Hoard in the Begum’s own Charge, and the poor Expedient of delivering Jewels and Eftcdls to 
imprefs a Belief of her having yielded up all, there is every Reafon to fuppofe, from the belt In- 
formations that could be obtained from the Minifters, and others converlant in the late N.ibob’s 
Affairs, confirmed by the Teflimony of Mr. Briftow, who fays, “ it is generally believed the Begum 
“ has Four Crores in her PofTeinon 5 but I fancy I may venture to fay fhe has Qne Crore and Se- 
venty Lacks,” that the Claim now made upon her did not amount to One-third of the aftual Wealth 
in her PofTcfTion. The Circunaftave of her yielding up Jewels, Plate, &c. declaring hcrfclf pof- 
fefTed of no other Me.ins of I'atfsfying tiac Demands, will not appear deferving of Attention, when 
it is remembered that the fame pitiful Expedients, and the fame .Stories of Poverty and Wretched- 
nefs, were praflifed on a former and fimihir Occafion. The Nabob’s Right was uncontrovertible, 
and the Exigency of his Affairs, with his own and the Company’s Troops, who were dependant 
on his Rcfourccs, almoft in a State of general Mutiny for their Pay (our Troops Six Months in 
Arrear) ftrongly compelling him to affert it (fetting afule the Treachery of the Begums and their 
Agents, and the Political Danger of leaving them with fuch powerful Means of extending their per- 
nicious Influence) it mud reft with this Honourable Houfe to decide the Queflion, whether it was 
allowable, “ when the Nabob was rcducid to fuch Diftrefs, that his Motlicr (hould ulclelsly keep 
“ up immenfe Treafures,” declared to be the Treafures of the State ; or how far he was warranted in 
direfting the Courfe he did, no other being prafficablc to obtain his lawful Demands. 

“ In refpeft to the Eunuchs, it may fulfice further to, fay, that to thole who were acquainted 
with their Conduit during the Rebellion of Benares, and fublequcntly on the Occafion of icluming 
the jaghcers, when they marched their Troops in every Dircdion, for the avowed Purpofe of re- 
filling the Nabob’s Orders, and in the moll unreferved Manner encouraged others to follow their 
Example, the Treatment they met with cannot appear harlh or undefervcdly fc-vere-, on the con- 
trary, it was the general Opinion that they merited even Death, and Death probably would have 
been the immediate Portion, at leaftof Bahar Ally Cawn, had the Nabob been left uninfluenced to 
the Gratification of his own well-grounded Refcntmcnt. 

“ I have conduiled the Narration of the preceding Detail to its Clofc, without chufing to inter- 
rupt it, or difturb the Attention of my Honourable Hearers by the concluding Obfervation, which 
I now think it ncceffary to make upon it ; becaufe I hold the whole Series of the Affs thus connefted 
ftriflly reconcileable to Jullice, Honour, and good Policy, whoever were the Parties concerned in 
them : But I mufl at the lame Time affirm, that thefe Afls, whether right or wrong, arc not mine, 
though originating from me, in my Confent yielded to the Nabob at his Ipecial Inllance, that he 
Ihoukl reclaim the Treafures kept b.ick from him by his Mother, and the Jaghcers from all the 
Jaghcerdars, and from my lublequent Claim, which 1 avow to have been moft peremptory, that my 
Confent to a Meafure liable to fuch a V ariety of Conftruftions Ihould not be perverted to an In- 
ftrument of private Compromife, or the Confiftency of my Charadter forfeited by its being with- 
drawn after fuch rigorous and public Denunciations of it. My laft Orders therclore, for its Exe- 
cution, is all that fam anfwerable for. The reft -depended upon the Inftruments which were em- 
ployed in tt, and fo little on myfelf, that I was ignorant of the whole Mode of its Execution, 
till it was done ■, and fo far as I am concerned in it, the wliole Board were equally concerned and 
t^Btutiinous. 

5 N 
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“ Upon the Letters of Colonel Il^nay and Captain Gordon, quoted by the Bow Bcgutn i:i 
Proof o‘t her Innocence of the Conil#^iniputed to her and her Servants, it is only neceffary 
oblerve that tliey were written at a 1 ime, and under the Imprefllon of the Begums having ^ 
very much in their Power to contribute to the Safety, or poffibly to the Deftruftion of Colonel 
I lannay’s Detachment, then in a very precarious Situation in the Neighbourhood of Fayzabad, 
;:nd at a Time too when our Affairs at Benares were fuppofed by thole Officers to wear an un. 
favourable Alpeft, The Colonel’s Firlt Objea: was to procure Safety for the Perfon of Captam 
Gordon, who was at the Mercy of the Begums and their Eunuchs j and for this Purpol'c he 
thou-'^ht no Means To likely to fucceed, a*, declaring an implicit Reliance on their Friendfhip anj 
Good Faith, and affeifling to confider himfelf under Obligatioris to them. Captain Gordon, how- 
ever, rrtofl probably owed his Salvation to another Influence : Soon after he fell into their Hands, 
by tile treacherous Conduft of Bahar Ally Cawn’s Naib and adopted Son, at Tanda, the Ntwj 
of fomc iurccfsful Operations of our Troops at Benares reached the Begums, and as Affairs 
began topromilc a fpeedy and dccifive Iflue in our Favour, it is not furprizing that the Begums and 
that Agents flvould endeavour by Afts of Kindnefs to efface the Imprefllon which they mull: have 
been fcnfible tlieir Condinft had made to their Difcredit. This was the Explanation given by 
Colonel Hannay to Mr. Middleton of the Motives of his Conduft to the jBcguins at that Period; 
and the Letters alluded to c.innot poffibly bear any other Conftrudlion, without an Imputation on 
the Veracity and moral Chnradler of the late Colonel Hannay, which his Reputation and general 
Conduft in Life will not warrant. 

“ The Teflimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be had, but his Explanation to Mr. Middle- 
ton of the Motives of his Condiidl to the Begums and their Agents at that critical Conjunftureof 
his own and the National Affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any Time to certify on Oath; 
and the EvidciKe of Captain Gordon may poffibly throw further Light upon the Subjed.’’ 

The Managers for the Commons ftatetl, they tiiought it very material the feveral De- 
fences of Mr. Ilaftings to this Article of the Charge, fhould appear at Length upon 
the Minutes ; and retiucftcd the Houfc to obferve, that no Attempt was made, upon 
the Crofs Examination of Major Scott on Wednefday laft, to prove that any Parts of 
the Defence julf read, were written by other Perfons, fo as to be difavowed by Mr. 
Ilaftings ; On the contiary, they fliould prove it was admitted by him ; that it was 
icvifcd and corrcdled by him ; and that he avowed the Whole of it to be his Defence. 

They would next piocccd, therefore, to read the Paper which they called, The 
Second Defence, delivered in to the Houfe on Wednefday laft. 

The fame was read (vr). 

Then the Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, there was not a finglc 
true Statement, in any of the Anfvvcrs to this Article, which went to the Juftification 
of the Defendant ; and this they ihould prove prcfently, from the Evidence of the 
Defendant himfelf. 

They then ftatecl. That, for the Sake of Elucidation, they fliould give a Ihort 
Title or Defcriptioii of the different Heads of Evidence, as they propofed to call 
them ; and, Firft, they fhould fubmit to the Houfe, what they conceived to be 
Proof of the high Rank and Title of tlie Begums, and of the Circumftances which 
conftituted their Claim of Right to the Trcafurcs ; and alfo general Evidence of the 
high Veneration in which Women in India are held ; which they confidered as very 
material in fupport of the Article now under Confidcration. 

Whereupon they dcfircd Mr. Brietzke to be called in, to prove a Letter from 
Sir Elijah Im^xiy to the Secretary of State. 

Accordingly Mr. BRIETZKE was called j and being fworn, was alked. 

Have you got a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Lord Rochford, dated 26th March, 17791 
from Fort William ? 

A. Yes. 

The Counfcl for the Defendant ftated, That, for the Sake of Rejgularity, they muft 
objciil to the Pr oduction of this Letter in this Stage of the Proceeding, it being necef- 
farv, in order to entitle the Managers for the Commons to read the Contents of it, 
that it fliould firft be made Evidence. That as to the FaCts in it, Sir Elijah Impey 
was in England, and could fpeak to them, if the Managers thought fit to call him. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 36a. 


The 
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The Managers for the Commons obferved, they certainly might examine Sir 
Elijah Impey upon the Contents of the Letter if they thought fit ; but they conceived 
this to be the belt poflible Evidence tliat could be produced ; and if the Counfel for the 
Defendant chofe to call Sir Elijah Impey afterwards, they might crofs examine him 
to it. 

The Counlel for the Defendant faid, They relied upon their Objetfllon. 

The Managers for the Commons replied, That when an official Letter was written 
on a different Occafion, containing Matter of Opinion, not immediately relating to 
the Trial, but upon a collateral Point, they conceivAl that Letter to be better Evidence 
of fucii Matter than the Teftimony of the Party, viva voce -, — that they wiflted to 
read the Letter in queftion, not with a View to the Guilt or Innocence of the Party 
accufed, bur to prove a Cuftom in India j the Application of which Cullom they fliould 
afterwards endeavour to make good. 

The Counfel for tlic Defendant perfifted in their Objection. 

The Managers for the Commons were alked, if they prefled the Point of this Letter 
being read ? 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, that it was a great Objeft with 
them to be tenacious of a Principle of this Kind ; but in order to fave Time, they 
would waive it for the prelent, referving to themfelves their Right to icad the faid 
Letter in futiue, if they Ihould think fit and that they would now call Sir Elijali Im- 
pey to prove the Contents of it. 

The Counfel for the Defendant ftill obje( 5 led. 

The Managers for the Commons w'crc informed, that the Objedion taken was this j 
That whatever the Contents of the Letter were, whether matter of Cullom or an in- 
dividual Fa6t, the proper Evidence of them was the Wiitcr of the Letter, and not 
the Letter itfelf : A Letter without Oath being no better Evidence than a Conver- 
fation on the fame Subjetf. 

The Managers for the Commons obferved. That their Objefl: in calling Sir Elijali Im- 
pey was to authenticate the Letter : That the Letter was not upon the Eaft India Com- 
pany’s Records, but amongrt the Records of the Secretary ol State’s Office, and kc])t 
there in rei memoriam\ therefore, they fliould firfl: call Sir Elijah Impey to prove that 
he wrote the Letter, and then deliver the Subftance of the Letter in Evidence. 

The Counfel for the Defendant fubmilted, that when the Managers for the 
Commons had called Sir Elijah Impey to authenticate the Letter, they would be as 
far from reading it as they now unqueflionably were ; for they could only alk him 
to the Fa( 5 ls, in dependant of the Letter. 

The Managers for the Commons were informed. That when they had proved by 
Sir Elijah Impey, that he wrote the Letter, the Objedion would ftill remain. 

The Witnefs was direded to withdraw. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called in, and produced Book 6, inti- 
tuled, “ Bengal Letters received, from i6th May 1775, to 20th of January 1776.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Letter dated 18th May T77J, from the (/overiior 
Ccncral, addrcfl'cd to the Court of Directors, No. 19. (Received per Noithumberland, 
4tli April 1776.) 

‘‘ You will cxpcdl, that in the Proceedings againfl: the Begum, the fti ifteft regard will have been 
paid to her Honour, and every fcrupulous Attention obferved wliicb the Delicacy of the Oriental 
Manners preferibes with refped); to her Sex, and her Rank and Charaftcr particularly demand (0). 

[Signed at the linil of the l,ettcrj 

Warren Hailings," 


(a) Vide Appendix, N” I. It is thought proper to obferve in this Place, that, it being ordered I)y ilic Hoiife, 
•hat when a Part only of any Confuliation, Paper, or Document is aftually icad, the Whole of liicli Conlulia- 
•‘uii, Paper, or Document, as far as the fame relates to the Matter of the Evidence lo afliially read, (hoiild be 
printed in an Appendix to the Evidence upon the refpedive Charge on which luch Exirad is icad; the Relerciiecs 
•u the fame will be by Numbers, in the Order in which futh AnotN ua occur . , 

Q Read, 
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Read, from the fame Book, the (iSfiowlng Extraft of an Addrefs from the Governor 
General to the Court of Direftors, dated Fort William, 31ft July 1775, No, ao. 
(Received per Northumberland, 4th April 1776.) 

“ Mr. Goring was deputed by the Board to divert the Begum of her Authority, to place it in the 
• sic in Orig. Hands of the Son of Nund Comar*, to receive from the Begum the Accounts of the Nabob's Ex* 
pcnces, and to deliver them to the Gentlemen who were at the fame Time appointed to examine 
and report them to the Board. What private Inftrudions he received I know not ; but one of his 
firrt Ads of Authority, after having taken care to imprefs the Begum with a proper Idea of the 
Extent of his Power over her own Perfon, by apprizing her ot the Order of the Board for 
her Removal from the Palace to a remote Houfc in the City, and that the Execution of this Order 
depended folcly on his Option, was to imprifon Etwar Ally Cawn, her chief Eunuch, and confi- 
dcntial Servant, on the Complaint of One of the Servants of the Houfliold, refpeding a private 
Grievance, totally foreign from the declared Purpofes of Mr. Goring's Commiflion.-*-By this 
Species of Torture inflided on the Mind of a weak Woman, who had hitherto been accuftomed 
to the gcntleft Treatment and moft refpedful Addrefs from all Perlbns, of what Rank foever, 
who approached her, (he was compelled to deliver a Paper to Mr. Goring, containing an Account 
of Two Sums charged to have been paid to Mr. Middleton and myfelf, each amounting to 
150,000 Rupeesf, 

[Signed, at the End of the Letter] 

Warren Haftings.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 25, intituled, Bengal Letters, received from 
ift February 1779 to 3d March 1780.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Letter, indorfed 1780. Revenue Department, 
Fort William, 29th February. Triplicate feparate General Letter, dated the 25th 
January, and Poftfeript, dated the 29th January, No. 5. Received per Swallow, 28th 
July 1780,'* from Page 245 of the fame Book. 

Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court of Direflors, dated Fort William, 25tli 

January 1780. 

** Par. 29. To thofe who are acquainted with this Country and the Charaftcr of its Natives, 
it is well known that among the ftubborn and immutable Ufages of a People, who by an unheard 
of Policy are thus attempted to be dragged within the Pale of our Laws, there arc not any that arc 
fo intimately blended with their Natures, fo interwoven with their very Exiftence, and a Force 
upon which were therefore fo likely to drive them to Defperation, as thofe which regard their Wo- 
men ; a Reafon for which we prefume you will think with us, that Policy and Humanity Ihould 
in all Situations refpcdl them. 

‘‘ 30. And yet with equal Wonder and Alarm wc have recently feen the Mandatory Procefs of 
the Court direfted to a Woman qf the higheft Call and Rank (the Rannce of Rajcftiahec) who 
poffcfles in her own Right the firrt great Zemindarry in thefc Provinces.— -You will permit us to 
draw your Attention for a Moment to the certain Confcqucnccs of this Proceeding, if that Ma- 
nagement had not been employed to avoid them which we cannot hope will always fuccced. 

“ 31. Secluded as Women of her fuperior Rank arc, and caually ignorant of the Language 
and Purpofe of the Procefs, it were to a Certainty'difobeyed. The Court adhering to its Rules a 
Capias toHows-, the Execution of which is probably committed (as in the Cafe that occafions this 
Reprefentation) to a Band of armed Ruffians, her Houfc is pillaged, her Temples polluted, the 
moll lecrct Recefles of her Family violated, and that Sandity of Charaftcr trampled upon, which 
throughout the Eaft, even in Times of ficredt Hoftility, the moft barbarous Nations revere in 
Woman. 

“ 32. Happily in this Cafe thefc Things have not all occurred; but as the indelible Dlf- 
honour of a public Expofure, and that inexpiable Pollution from the infuffcrable Senfe of which, 
according to their Mode of thinking, there is no Refuge but in Death, would have followed, 
if the Plaintiff had not been perfuaded to withdraw his Aftion, wc ftate this as another of thofe 
Cafes, to which wc arc confident that a feeling and enlightened Nation could never have intended 
to ftretch the Authority of its Laws. 

Signed (at the End ) 

Warren Haftings, 

P. Francis, 

Edw, Whcler.’' 


t Vide Appendix, N® II, 
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fKp Witnefs produced Book 92, intituled, “ Bengal Council of Revenue Pro- , 

Ji'i" Ton. 20th .0 Sth March >776." 

Read, the following Eltraft . Willi, m, March 1776. 

“ At a Council i Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haaings, Governor General, Prefidcnt 
Lieutenant General Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard BarwelUEf^uires. 

Philip hrancis, 3 ^ 

rvTR act of a Letter from C. Goring, W. Marriott, and P. Moore, to Governor llaamgs j 
h-A n' 26th January 1776 — Port William. 

a TU. Arzees fpeak fo clearly for themfclves, they need little Comment thereon; but wc mull 
I to obferV that wc tliink the Peons Tent by the Supreme Court to die Zemindars ot 
^ Xnnas Tornlock, have afted in a mod unjulbfiablc Manners not only in piohibitmg his 
from Fire and Water, but particularly in entering their Apartments, winch liavc hitlierto 
''TrorniSnt, ten held [aej Wc hop, Gcnlfcmcn. Ind, i,„w.,,.a,i..blc Ihhi.ioiir .,1 
' n nS of by you m the Manner it dellrves, as fuch Ads ot Violence and V.o lUion of 
h 'i'lindoo Laws muft tend not only to difgrace us as a National Body witli the Natives, but like- 
ba-ecl a Difguft in their Minds, that may tend to the mod lerious Conlcquences 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 93, intituled, “ Bengal Revenue, from 20th April 
to 30th July 1779-” 

Read, .he following Extracl : __ 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Hadings Piquire, Governor General, licruknt; 

Richard Harwell, 

Phiiip^Piancis, I £(quires. 

Edward Whelcr, J 

Sir Eyre Coote, abfent. 

“ translation of the Petition of Joy Durgah, Chowdrannee of Pergunnah Bamindungah. 

» Tlie Pcr<Tunnah Bamindiingah-is my Zemindarry. It is now near Two Months jhat Two Fndofutt. 
Peons have feated themfelves at my DOor, and fay they arc from the Supreme Court, with a Wir- 
iMiit at the Suit of Mr. Feake. I am a Widow, and have concerned mylelf with nothing but tlie 
Biiaiufs of mv Milguzary ; I have neither been a Servant ot the Company, or ot any IndivKlual 
I'u'roncan and am entiiely ignorant of the Cud'.ms of the Court of Calcutta. 1 his I am willing, 
if called on, to take Oath of. Bcfides whi.h, I am a Woman ot iome Charadcr, whole public 
Attendance on a Court of Judice would entail on her a Difgrace llie could never lurmount. 

“ A true Tranllation. . 

(Siuned') R. Goodlad.” 


The Managers for the Commons ftated. They Ihould next produce a Letter 
from the Bhow Begum to Mr. Hadings, received the 20th December 1775, m which 
die dates the Situation Ihe was left in by Shujah ul Dowlah. 

The Witnefs produced Book 7S, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, from 29th 
Nov. 1775, to Sth Jan. 1776.” 

Read, the following Extrad, beginning at Page 423 of the faid Book. 


« Fort William, the aid of December 1775. 
“ At a Council j Prefenr, 

“ The Honourable Warren Hailings, Governor General, Prcfident; 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monion, 

RicL-ird Harwell 1 Efquire,. 

Philip trancis J ’ 


“ The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Bow Begham, Mother 
of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, received by her Servant Coja Shagoon Ally Cawn. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* III. 
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* *♦ f went to the Nabob when the Hour of his Death approached, and aflced him, to whofe Chat^ 

he left me ? Me replied, ‘ Apply to Mr. Haftingj whenever you have Occafion for Affilhnc^ 
* he will befriend you, when I am n^nore, and will comply with whatever you may defire of 
‘ him (<*).” ^ 

Read, alfo, from Page 440. 

“ Do you aft in fuch a Manner as to fecurc the Profjpcrity Of this Family ; by which your 
Name will be tranfmitted witli Honour to the latcft Pollcrity, for having preferved your FrienJ. 
lliip to the late Nabjb beyond the Grave 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 90, intituled, “ Bengal Publick Pcrfian Corref- 
pondence, fent 177HJ received per Ganges 24th February 1781.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Vizier, written 
^d April 177^^. 

Ixtrjfi fiom “ 1 he Duty of Children towards Parents is enjoined by all Laws, and the Breach of it con- 
vk! writ''* Nations ; This is a general Obligation, which is binding on all Mankind ; but the 

tr'n j'i A(!ri'i Bhow Bhegum, cxclufivc of her maternal Kight, has a particular Claim to your Excellency’s At- 
'77»- feftion and Kindnels, as you owe to her Intercefllons with the late Nabob, not only your Elevation 
to your prefent Greatnefs, but a ftill more valuable Blclfing. 

“ I necil not point out to your Excellency the Example of your Father, whofe whole Conduft 
to the Bliegtims was not only marked with Kindnefs and Refpeft, but with Bounty, in the Kftjb- 
lidimcnc of a handlome I'rovifion for them. It is incumbent on your Excellency to imitate him, 
and, by the Obfervation of fuch a Conduft as your Duty requires, to remove every unfavourable 
Imputation, to conciliate the good Opinion of the World, and, in fliort, to conftitute yourfdf a 
P.ittcrn to others. 

“ The Bhow Bhegum has a publick Title to my Interpofuion for the due Maintenance of all 
the Rights which fhc poflefles, in virtue of the Treaty executed between your Excellency and 
her, as Mr. Bridow, at your Requeft, pledged the Honour of the Company for the Performance of 
•SicinOrig. it ; lam therefore compelled not only to folicit, but to require, by Right of the Guaranty*, that 
you do not, cither direftly or indircftly, deviate from the Treaty, but fulfil it in every 
inftance (c).” 


Secret Dep, 
Mujiday, 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 84, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, from 4th 
September to 21ft Oaober 1783.” 

Read, the following Extrafl of a Letter from Major James Brown, of the 9th of 
Auguft 1783, inclofed in a Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Board, dated the 23d of 
Auguft 1783. 

“ Fort William, the 29th September 17S3. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidcnt. 

John Maepherfon, andip. - 
John Stables, J ^ 


Edward Whcler Efquirc, abfent up the Country. 


Ejiflofctl in 
Mr. Ki iltoA ’1 
I.ettcr, 13<1 
A\ig. 


“ Sir, 

“ I have juft received your Letter of the 5th inftant, with its Inclofures. 

The Kvening of the 7th, at a Conference I had with Mirza ShufFee Cawn, he intiodiiced a 
Subjeft reipciling the Nabob Vizier, which however dilagreeablc it may be to you to know, and 
confequcnily to me to communicate, I am under the Neceliity of laying before you. 

“ He told me that he had received Information from Lucknow, that by the Advice of Hydcr 
Beg Cawn, the Vizier had determined to bring his Grandmother the Widow of Siifdnt Jung, truni 
Fyzabad to l^ucknow, with a View of getting a further Sum of Money from her, by leizing on her 
Eunuchs, digging up the Apartments of her Houfe at Fyzabad, and putting her own Pei Ion un- 
der Rellraint. 1 ‘his he faid he knew was not an A6l of our Government, but the mecr Advice ot 
Ilyder 1 kg Cawn, to which the Vizier has been induced to attend. He added, that the old Be- 
gum had refolved rather to put hcrfcif to Death, than fubmit to the Dilgracc intended to be in* 
flicted on her: That if fuch a Circumftancc Ihould happen, there is nut a Man in Hindoftan who 
will attiibute the Ad to the Vizier, but everyone will fix the Odium on the Eiighdi ; who 
might tafily, by the Influence they fo largely exercife in their own Concerns there, have prevented 
fuch unnatural Conduft in the Vizier,— He therefore called on me as the Englilh Rcprcfcniativ'c la 


this 


(ii) Vide Appendix, N« 1 V» 


(^) Vide Appendix, N® IV. 


(r) Vide Appendix, N* V. 
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this Quarter, to Inform you of this, that you may prevent a Step which willdefttoy all Confidence 
in thctngliih Nation throughout HindoftM, and excite the bittereft Rcfcntmcnt in ail thofc who 
by Blood are connc£tcd with the Houle of Sufdac Jung. ^ concluded by faying, that if the Vi- 
zier fo little ‘ regarded his Family and perlbnal Honour, ^ his natural Duty, as to wi(h to dif- 

♦ grace his Father’s Mother for a Sum of Money, let him plunder her of all Ihe has ; but let 

♦ them fend her fafe up to Delhi or Agra ■, and, poor as I am, I will furnilh a Sobfiftence for her, 

♦ which (he (hall polfcfs with Safety and Honour, though it cannot be adequate to her Rank.’ 

This, Sir, is a moft exaft Detail of the Converfation, as far as related to that Affair, on the 
Part of Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my Part I could only (ay, that I imagined the Aif.ur was mili-c- 
pitlaited ■, and that I Ihould write as he requcllcd. Let me therefore requcll, diat you will en- 
able me to anlwer, in a more efTcdfual Manner, any further Qutllions on this Subject. 

“ As Mirza Shuffec’s Grandfather w.ss Brother to Sufdarjung, there can be no Doubt of what 
his Dcclai anon means; and if this Mcaftire of dirtrefling the old Begum (hould be pcrfilled in, 
1 (hould not, from the State of Affairs, and the Charaiftcr of the Amir ul Onnah, be furprized at 
fon^e immediate and violent Refolution being adopted by him. 

Dcig, (jih Auguft, I am, &c. 

‘‘ 1783, (Signed) James Browne.” 

“ A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. Hill, 

Affifi' to the Ref'.** 


Then the Managers for the Commons ftateci. They had ftronger Evidence td 
prove, in what Eftimation the Women in India are held, according to the Manners 
and Cuftoms of that Country ; namely, that thofc who had attempted to make 
Laws for the Regulation of the Courts of Jufticc for the Englilh Government in 
India, had found the Laws and Rules of Evidence, and the Motle of Procefs fo dif- 
ferent, that notwithftanding their extreme Attachments to our Modes, they had 
been obliged to bend to the Cuftoms of India ; for which Purpofe they Ihould pro- 
duce a Body of Laws, by Sir Elijah Impey, for the Regulation of the Courts of 
Siulder Dewannee Adawlut, and from thence (Itcw it was his Opinion, that with 
refpe^l to the fummoning of Perfons to appear as Witnefl'es, an Exception Ihould be 
made in the Cafe of Women ; and though the Paragraph about to be produced was 
of inconlulerable Length, it was fufficiently ftrong to prove the Cuftom and Manners 
’ that Country. 

The Witnefs produced a Book, intituled, ** Regulations for the Adminiftration of 
]’ '’•''c in the Courts of Dewannee Adaulut, palfcd in Council, the 5th July 1783. 
A 'rn a Bengal Tranrtation, by Jonathan Duncan.” 

The Witnefs was afked, 





.\ 


Whether thdC Book was tranfmitted from Bengal to the Court of Direftors ? 


HCi!'!, ilic following Extraff, from Page 75 of the fame Book. 

inch i^uties have any Witnefs to produce, and for that Purpofe the Courts of MofufTil M.mnep ot 
13.:wanntc Adaulut may, on the Rcquifition of any Plaintiff Or Defendant, or their Vakeel, ilfuc 
a Summons to fuch Witnefs, as the Parties fliall name, (not being a Hindoo or MufTiilman .ind lakmg 
Woman of a Rank or Qiiality which, according to the Prejudices of the Country, would make 
It improper to compel her to appear in an open Court of Juftice), ff ccifying at whole Requefl: the 
Summons (liall have iflued, and requiring them to appear in the Motuflll Dewannee Adaulut, on 
a Day named in the Summons/* 

Read alfo, from Page 

** And in cafe of any Witnefs being a Hindoo or Muflulman Woman, of a Rank or Qtiality Manner of 
'^hich, according to th'^ Piejudiccs of the Country, would make it improper to compel her to of 

appear in an open Court or JulVice, the Courts of Mofufill Dewannee Adaulut are hereby autho- Hmdoo 'or 
rized to depute or commillion Three credible Perfons, being Women, who fhall be called D^e/ 

(fuch Women being firll fworn to execute the faid CommifTion faithfully anti truly), to adminifter, cannot" p'pear 
either an Oath, or t'uch Declaration as is before required from Perfons of high Rank, according to uiopcnCouit. 
the Difcrction of the Judge and the Religion of the Witnefs-, and to examine fuch Witnefs, on 
^ritten Interrogatories delivered to the Peilons fo deputed by both Parties or their Vakeels, if both 
* 3rtic$ (hall defirc to examine fuch WitneflTcs/* 

The Managers for the Commons obferved, that they propofed to fliew, by the above 
Extraffs, that the whole Courlc of Examination of Witnefles and Juftice was 

6 entirely 
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entirely changed, to conform to the C'uftoms of India, where Women were con. 

cerned. That they would next call Sir Elijah Impey ; but they thought it right t* 

apprife the Houle, they were not |^ng to examine him to the many material Points 
which, ill the Proceedings upon, this Article, it might be neceflary to call him, ii,! 
Diift of their prefent Examination would be, to eftablilh ftill more explicitly the Cer- 
tainty of the Cuftoms and Prejudices relative to Women in India— a Point, itj 
their Opinion, very material to the right underftanding of this ArticC' of’ the 
Charge. 

Whereupon, Sir ELIJAH IMPEY was called in; and, being fworn, was alkcd. 

Whether he recolledcd to have written a Letter to the Secretary of State on the aGih of 
March 1779? 

A. I have had the Honour of writing fevcral Letters to the Secretary of State: I do not recol- 
led the particular Dates : If the Letter was lliewn me, I fliould recoiled the Subftance. 

Then a printed Paper was fhewn to the Witnefs, who faid, 

A. I recoiled this Letter. 

Whether you recoiled this Paflage in that Letter ? 


Before the Paflage was read, the Counfel for the Defendant defired to know, whether 
the Letter was recorded upon the Confultations ; if not, they Ihould obied to the 
Queftion. * 

The Managers for the Commons were informed, that the Iloufe underftood the 
Letter to be a Letter to the Secretary of State, and not recorded upon the Confulta- 
tions ; and they fuppofed the Honourable Managcis meant to interrogate the Witiicfs 
upon the Subjed Matter of that Lcttei'. 

i 

The Managers for the Commons arifwered. Certainly, they did mean to examine 
him to the Subjeft Matter of that Letter. 

The Counfel for the Defendant relied on their Objedlon, ftating, that the rcgii! .r 
Mode was, to examine the, Witnefs to his Memory of what he knew, exciulivc of the 
Letter, which coiUaincii only his Opinion at the Time, and that not upon Oath. 

The Houfe obferyed, that flye Opinion of the Witnefs, as to any Tiling he laid upon 
a former Occafion, ndfUpori Oath, was not in its owil Nature Evidence j but tint 
it was very eafy to interrogate him to his own Memory of the Subjed Matter of the 
Letter in Qiwllion. * 

Then the Witnefs was alkcd, 

Q. Whether a Woman, Hindoo or Moor, if not of the Outcaft of the People, can by nav 
Treatment be provoked to apply tag Court of Jufticc, if (he mull make her perlunal AppeardiicC? 
-—Do you take the Drift of the Queftion ? 

A. I do. 1 have never known an Attempt made ; bur, from what I have ur.dtidood of the 
Cuftoms of the Country, I believe (he could not be induced to do it. 

Q. Whether an Accufation againft her, if fhc were obliged to appear in a Court to make anbver, 
womd or would not be equivalent to a Capital Sentence ngainft her ? 

A. As far as a Capital Sentence would affccl her Life, I believe the Propofuion to be true, th e 
fhc would ratlicr fufFer Death— that (he would put hcrfclf to Death, rather than be put inm lui'i 
a Situation. But when I fay thi.s, it is not from abfolute Knowledge j it is from Reports I have 
had of the Cuftoms of the Country. 

Whether upon thofe Reports, and the Ideas you conceived of the Cuftoms of the Country 
from them, you have not grounded judicial Opinions and judicial Regulations ? 

A. Very iarly after my Arrival in Bengal, I wrote a Letter to the Secretary of State, in wiii^h 
I reprefented the Situation of the Women of Rank in that Country, in hopes that Rcguliuions 
tnight have been fent from England to give them Rtluf. Wlien I was afterwards appoiiuvJ 
Judge of ih^j Sudejer Dewannee Adawliit in Bengal, I wasdcfiied to make Regulations fur the 
Adminiftration of Jufticc in that Court, and in the Courts which appealed to that Court : I 
then made Hcgulations, conformable to thofc Ideas which I had communicated to the Secretary ot 
State. 

Q. And thofe were alfo conformable Wi tlic Ideas you have now reprefented of the Cuftoms of 
the Country, with refpeft to Women 

A. The/ 
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A. They were ruled by thoft Ideas. I was going on with a further Explanation : I was <'oi,’,f 
to mention, that, in my judicial Capacity aj Chief Juftice of the Supreme Coon of Tudicatm'e ai ■ 
Port William in Bengal, when a Woman of Rank was ind^d foi a Felony, 1 drove *ali I could to 
prevent her from being brought perfonally before a Court » Juftice ; conceiving that, if (he had 
been put into a Situation to be brought publickly into a Cotwt of juftice, ii would have been 
nearly equivalent to having a Sentence pafled upon her. 

Whether any OfHcers of a Court of Juftice could enter the Walls of tlie '/. nana, to recover 
Pioperty claimed by any I’crfon, or for any other Purpofe, either in the Fnglifli Court of Jullice 
or ill tire Courts of the Country ? ' ’ 

A. I cannot account for what Foicc might do j but it wouhl be a great Breach of Decorum, 
and of the Cuftoms of the Country, to permit it ; and the Supreme Couit wouKI, 1 have no dovibt,’ 
if Complaints of that Sort had been made of titeir Officers, have feverely punilhed them for the 
Imrufion, except they had firft applied to the Court ; but, during the I'lmc that 1 was Chief 
Juftice, there never was any Complaint made to the Court of any i hing of that Nature. 

The Counfel for tlie Defendant being alkcd, if they had any (iiiicflions to put to 
the Witnefs, informed the Houfe, That as they undciifood the Witnefs would be 
called .again, they flvould portpone any Examination of him till that Time. 

[from a Lord.) The \yitnefs has ftated, the lleluftance the Women in that Country have 
to appear in a Court of Juftice; and has laid, they would rather fuller Death than fo apjrcar; 

1 wifh to underftand, Whether the Witnefs means, fo appearing in a Court of Juftice, or fo ap- 
pearing in Bublick? 

A. I mean, appearing in Publick ; Courts of Juftice being publick. 

CC Mow then do they proceed .igainft thole Perfons, in a criminal or civil Way; wliat is the 
Proccis againfl them ? 

A. I cio not know whether the Qiieftion relates to the Supreme Courts, or to tlie Country 
Courts. 

Q. {fiom a Lord.) In one, or the other, or both ? 

A. With rtfpctft to the Sitgieme Courts, I know but of One Inllancc of a criminal Cafe, 
which I have mentioned; tliere was no Uiftindion whaifoever as to the Piotefs, nor were wc 
enabled to make it: With regard to civil Suits, they were procccdeil againll, as all other Perfons 
arc; but it is not ncceffiuy, in civil Suits, for them to make their perlonal Appearance, 

Q. Do you know any I'hing of their Manner ot Proceeding by the Laws of the Country ? 

A. Ot that I know nothing; that is, nothing that I could ipeak to with C(?ftainty. 

By what Means is Property, improperly detained in the Zcnan^Ult recoverc4i by what 
I’rocefs of I .aw ? / 

, A. The Pi ocefs of Law in the Supreme Courts, miift have becj# ordinary Procefs ; there 
was no other Procels ; and upon an Application to the Court, though they might have ihoughc 
it wrong, and might have piunifhcd an Officer tor entering the Zenaiia originally, without an 
Application to the Court ; yet, if an Application had been made, ftat.ng to the Court, that Piopeity 
was fecreted in tlie Zenana, and was refufed to be delivered up, I doubt not but the Court would 
h.ave given the Officer an Authority to break it; bccaufe it would then have been ihe Fault of the 
Perfon hcrfelf, to elude Juftice. 

(from a Lord.) Then I underftand, after Sentence, the Zenana may be entered by the Officers 
of Juftice? ^ 

A. I never h.acl Occafion — There being no Complaiflff, it was never in my Knowledge that the 
Zenana was forced in any Inftance. 

I ^ Whether in the Defeription you have given of the Procefs in Execution,, you do not mean 
tiic Piocels of the Supreme Englifh Court at Calcutta, and not the Procefs of the Country Courts ? 

A. I mean, the Procefs of the Supreme Court. 

9: Proceeding by Englifli I.aws ? 

Proceeding by the Englifli Laws. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fliouKl next proceed 
a Hiftorical Evidence to this Point, to ihew not only the Cuftoms with 

r<;'il>cct to the Privacy obferved by Women of Rank in that 'tounfiy, but alfo the 
■gh Authority they hold in the State, their great Power and amjilc Revenues, and 
y profound Refpect and Submilfion of their Children, even in the Perfon of the 
f^'giiing Prince hirafelf, towards his Mother. ' 

c P Tliis 
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This Iliftoiical Evidence they propofed to read from, The Hiftory of the Growth 
and Decay of the Ottoman Empire, by Prince Demetrius Cantemir, 

’The Counfel for the Defendanl(^>je£ted, that it would be firft necellaiy to lay fonig 
Ground for the ProduiVion of this Evidence; at leaft, it (hould be fhewn, that the 
Laws and Cuftoms of Conftantinoplc were the fame as thofe of Hindoftan ; and even 
then it, might admit of confiderable Doubt, whether fuch a Hiftory could be admitted 
in Evidence. 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, that the Ground they laid for the 
Production of this Jsvidcncc was, that wherever the Muftulman Faith prevailed, the 
Manners, Cuftoms, Orders, and Conftitutions, of the fevcral Counttics were, nenlv 
if not altogether, the fame ; in particular, that the MufTulman Faith enjoined the 
greateft: poilihle Submiflion and Reverence from Children to their Parents, and moic 
cfpccially to their Mothers, as would appear alfo from the Khoran. 

The Houfe informed the Counfel for the Defendant, That the Ground on whkh 
it was contended this Evidence Ihould be produced was, that a genera! Hiftory, though 
not Evidence of a particular Fai 5 l, was Evidence of the Cuftoms and Manners of the 
Place which are the Subje6l Matter of fuch Hiftory : That it had been alleged, the Ma- 
hommedan Religion was the prevailing Religion of Indoftan, and it was propofed to 
prove from this Hiftory, which had been ftated to the Houfe as the Hiftory of a Ma. 
nommedan Country, that the Cuftom inftfted on was a Cuftom of the Mahommedan 
Religion. 

The Counfel for the Defendant were alkcd, in what Manner they ftated their 
Objctftion ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant replied. That, to make the Hiftoiy in Queftion 
applicable to the Eaft Indies, it was necefliiry for the Managers to ihew, th.at the 
Religion of Mahommed was uniform in every Country in which it prevailed. 1 hat 
they were ready to admit the Khoran was obligatory upon all ; but if a Comment 
only on the Khoran were produced, they could not be bound by it. For the fame 
Rcafon, a Hiftory of the Cuftoms of Conftantinople was no Evidence of the Cuftoms 
and Manners of Indoftan, unlefs it were firft flrewn, that the fame identical Cuftom, 
there ftated, prevailed alfo in India. 

The Houfe agreed with the Counfel for the Defendant, that a general Hiftory is no 
Evidence to prove a particular Faft, nor to prove a Cuftom in any other Country, than 
that to which the Hiftory particularly relates. But it was very difficult, without feeing 
the Pafl'age propofed to be read, to know whether it applied. If the Paftage was produced 
to prove a Cuftom, hiftorically, of the Mahommedan Religion, as applied clofelyintlui 
Manner, it was Evidence. But the next Qiieftion w ould be. Whether, if it w'crc not 
proved that the Mahommedan Religion prevailed exacL'y in the fame Manner in Indol- 
tan, it would be ai)j)licable in rcfpefl of that Country ; however, that was rather a 
Queftion upon the Eftcdl:, than upon the Competency, of the Evidence. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that, after what had fallen from the Ilouft, 
they would only cite, in fupport of the DoQrinc they contended for, The I^aw of Nifi 
Prius, Page 248. “ Camden’s Britannia would not be Evidence to prove a particular 

Cuftom ; but a general Hiftory may be given in Evidence to prove a Matter relating 
to the Kingdom in general.” 

The Counfel for the Defendant ftid. Their Objeiftion was, that Camden’s Britannia 
was no Evidence to prove a Cuftom in France. 

The Houfe informed them, That if the Paftage propofed to be produced went to 
prove an univcrfal Cuftom of the Mahommedan Religion, the Managers for the Com- 
mons might read it. 

Then the Manager* for the Commons delivered in a Book, intituled, “ The Hif' 
tory of the Growth and Decay of the Ottoman Empiie, written originally in Latin, by 
Demetrius Cantemir, late Prince of Moldavia: Trauflated into Englilh from the 

Authors 
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Author’s own Manufcript, by N. Tindal, M. A. Vicar of Great Waltham in 
lilllx.” ^ 

Read, Extrad from P. 297, of the fame Book. 

, “ Annotations (36.) Sultana Mother.] 

“ Validc Sultana. This Name is appropriated to the Mother of the reigning Sultan, and (he 
cannot be fo called before her Son is arrived to the imperial Dignity, or alter Ids Do[)olition, be- 
caulc none but Mahomet Fatih and Selim yauvue have happened to mount the Throne in ’their 
Father’s Lifetime. The Sultans have always treated their Mothers with gicat Kelped, in Cum. 
pli.ince with the divine Precepts and thole of the Koran. They can not only introduce anti ch.in-c 
many things at Plcafurc in the Seraglio, but alfo the Sultan is torbid by the Laws to he with any 
ol the Women kept there without his Mother’s Confent. Every l).ty, dunng the I Vallof B.iiram, 
the Sultana-mother prefents a bcautihil Virgin, well educated, richly dicnld, and atlorned with 
precious Stones, for her Son’s Ufe i and though the Vizir and the Rcit of the B.iflraws (end, among 
other Things, young Virgins for Prelcnts to the Emperor, yet he touches none ot them but what 
U brought him by his Mother. If the Sultan has a Mind to chufe a Concubine unknown to his 
Mother, he may indeed do it without Oppofition ; but he is reckoned to have aded contrary to the 
Rules of the Seraglio and againrt his Mother’s Honour. Very often the Sultan communicates to 
his Mother the Affairs of State, as Sultan Mahomet is known to have done; and fometimes Ihc 
has Conferences with the Vizir and Mufti; under a Veil, that (he may not be feen, and recommends 
to them FaithfulnefstoherSon. Whenever (he is lick, the Hekim-effendijor chicfPhyfician, is brought 
into her Bedchamber, but he fpeaks to her through a Veil hung round her Bed ; and, if he muft Icel 
her Pullc, it is through a Piece of fine Linen call: over her Arm ; for it is reckoned as unlawful lor any 
Man to fee the Sultana fick, as in Health. Her Revenues confifted of above a thoul'and Purfes, railed 
out of the Provinces of the Empire, and for the collcding of them there is an Officer appointed, 
named Kiethudai Valide Sultan, which is a Place of great Honour. She does what (he pleafes 
with her Money ; fometimes, in a cafe of Neceffity, (he lends Money to the Treafury, and at other 
times raifes Soldiers for the publick Service, as the Mother of the prefent Ahmed HI. is reported to 
have done during the War with the Mufeovites.” 

Read, alfo, from Page ^93 of the fame Book. 

“ And though the Turks generally chufe to be called only, after tlic Names of the Prophets, yet 
they do not rejed the Names of the Two fierceft Creatures, Arflan, Lion ; and Caplan, Tygerj 
nay, the Sultana Mother calls her Son, notwiihftanding he is Emperor, no otherwife than Arf- 
lanum. My Lion. For it is an Affront from any one, but the Sultan’s Father, to call him by his 
proper Name. On the other Hand, the Name of P.uriffiah, which is given him by all others, 
fceming to derogate from a Mother’s Authority over her Son, a middle Way has been found our, 
and allowed only to his Mother, namely, to call him, Lion.” 

Then MAJOR BROWN was called inj and, being fworn, was examined as 
follows : 

Where, and in what Capacity was you, in Auguft 1783 ? 

A. I was the Englifli Refidcnt at the Court of the King Shah Allum, and at that Time we were 
encamped at Delhi. 

Was you in a Situation to have an Opportunity of judging, of the Opinion of the Court of 
Delhi, refpcAing the Conduft of the Englifli Government? 

A. Certainly, I was in a Situation to form an Opinion, of what they thought of our Govern- 
ment; but, at the lame lime, it was not likely they Ihould communicate that Opinion to me, 
confidei ing me as the Reprefentative of that (^larter ; except in Inllanccs where it might be fa- 
vourable to us. 

What was the Opinion at Delhi refpeding the Rank, (^ialitf, and Charaflcr of the Prin- 
cedes of Oude, or of either of them ? 

A. The elder Begum was looked upon as a Woman of high Rank. She was, I believe, the 
Daughter of Saadit Alii Cawn, who was a Perfon of high Rank in the Time of Mahommed Shah. 

Qi Do you know, whether any Woman in all Indoflan was confidered of fuperior Rank or Birth ? 

A. I believe not, except thofe of the Royal Family. 

Did you write a Letter to Mr. Briftow, the Rcfident at Oude, relative to the Report con- 
cerning the Begums, in Auguft 1783 ? 

A. I think I did : I think it was on the 9th of Auguft, I wroteaT.etter, containing the Subftance 
®* a Converfation I had had with Mirza Shuftce Cawn, upon the Subjeit of the Begums, 

0 ; Who was Mirza Shuffee Cawn ? 

A. He was the Second Perfon of the Empire, and commanded the King’s Army. 


What 
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What particularly induced you to write that Letter to Mr. Briftow ? 

A. I (lid it at Mirza ShufFcc’s Requef^ He dcfired me, as the Englilh Agent in that (^lartcr 
to write that Letter. w ’ 

rx Do you know, upon what Ground, the Reports of the Intended ill Ufageof the elder Begum 
gained liich Credit with Mirza ShufFce? 

A. Lhc Intelligence he had was from his own News-writers, a Set of People employed to gain 
Infdlif'cncci and the Reafon why he believed it, Lfuppofe, was in confequence of fomc coercive 
I\lc.ilu(cs being iifed towards her by the Vizier; he received Intelligence refpefting fomc Mcafures 
that had been ufed. 

What Senfatlon did it occafion at the Court of Delhi? 

A. I really don’t know : I was not at the Court of Delhi at the Time thefc Tranfaftions took 
place ; they had taken place a Year before. 

(Y What Senfations did you obferve in the Court of Mirza Shuffee, and in the Camp, at thr 
'I'lme you were there ? 

A. 1 do not recolleft any, except the one detailed in that Letter; I do not remember ever 
hearing it mentioned but upon that Occafion ; the Letter cxprelTcs in Terms fomc Rcfcntment; 
and I believe he was related in Blood to the Begum. 

Was you at Delhi after you wrote that Letter? 

A. I was. 

1 low long (lid you continue there ? 

A. I was there from December 1783, to May 1784.' 

Did you never, in that Period, hear of the Tranfidions relative to the Begums in 1781 and 
1782, mentioned at Delhi? 

A. I do not recoiled that I did. 

Have you no where ftated, that that Intelligence relative to the Begums, made a bad Im. 
predion at the Court of Delhi ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant obJc(Slcd to this Queftion being put. 

Q. Do you recoiled, whether it did, or not, make a bad Imprefllon at the Court of Delhi, or 
your ever having entertained an Opinion to that Effcd? 

A. None but from the Converfation detailed in that Letter, I do not recoiled any other Occa- 
fion ; but, from what is mentioned in that Letter, it had made a bad Imprcflion upon the Minds of 
thofe People to whom it was related. 

Have you had an Opportunity of obferving the Cuftoms of that Country, with regard to the 
particular Veneration and Kdped paid to the Women of high Rank ? 

A. I have. 

What is your Opinion upon that Subjed; what Obfervations have you made upon the 
peculiar Refped paid to Women of high Rank in that Country ? 

A, It is exceedingly high, and exceeding any Thing we can compare it with in our Cuftoms. 

Q, Have you had the like Opportunity of making Obfervations, with refped to the AfFedion 
and Duty of Children towards their Parents ? 

A. Yes; in the Couiic of the many Years I was in the Country, I had Opportunities of obferv- 
ing it. 

What was the Refult of thofe Obfervations ? 

A. 'I hat the Kefped fot Parents is very high in that Country, and that it extends to all Dc- 
feriptions of People. 

Are there any Peculiarities in the Manner of flicwing that Refped, which you have had ao 
Opportunity of oblcrving, as the Cuftom of the Country ? 

A. Such as are manifeited in all Parts of the World, only in a more fictenfive Degree; for you 
may meet with l^eople of a very bad Charader, in other Refpeds, that arc attentive as Children 
in their Duty towards their Parents. 

From your Obfervations on the Manners and Cuftoms of that Country, what Effcd do you 
think a 'Dircat to remove a Woman of high Rank from the Zenana would have upon her Mind ? 

A. 1 lliould fuppofc it would make an Imprcffion equal to the higheft Difgracc almoft that could 
be inllided upon her. 

Do you mean being removed in any forcible Manner, or how ? 

A. Being removed in a forcible and dilgraceful Manner ; not being removed by her own Confcnt, 
or in a Manner becoming her Rank, 


Q. Whether 
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O Whethefthat Impreflion would be aggravated, if the Son was the Inftrument either of the 
Forcj or Difgrace, of whatever the Caufe of that Impreflion was ? 

A. No doubt it would. ^ 

Q Had you any Reafon to believe, that the Begums were engaged in any DcGgn to extirpate 

A l^kMW no more of it than as from Report ■, I was not upon the Spot at the Time it hap- 
pened. 

n At Delhi, while refiding there, had you any Reafon to believe, that the Begums had entered 

intc^Aflbeiation for the Purpofe of extirpating the Englilh? 

A I n^ver heard anv Thine upon the Subjeft at the Court of Dclly, it was not the kind of 

O Was it, or was it not. Part of your publick Duty, to have informed yourfelf of any Cir- 
co^ance that rdated to an hoftile Alliance agatnft the Britifli Government ? 

A Certainly, of any Thing that happened at the Time I was there j but this happened a Year 
and a Half before I went there, and I was not inftrufted to make any Enquiry into it. 

O Whether, in any Negociation or Treaty with any of the different Princes of the Country, any 
Cir^mftance came within your Knowledge, that indicated fuch a Difpofuion in the Begums f 
A. No; I don't recoiled there ever did. 

Q (By Counfel) The Witnefs has faid, that he wrote a Letter upon the 9th of Aiiguft to 
MrBriftew, upon the Subjed of a Converfation he had with Mirza Shiiffcc Cawn ; I wifh to 
know, Whether he did not receive an Anfwer to that Letter, bearing Date the 21ft of the fame 
Month of Auguft 1783 ? 

A. I did. 

Did that Anfwer ftatc, that the Report in the Converfation was entirely without Founda- 

*'°A. It did, and he inftruded me to inform Mirza Shuffec that it was groundlcfs. 

Q. (by the Matutgtrs fer the Cmmons.) Whether, or no, the Attempt, which Mr. Briftow au< 
thomed you to deny, was not a Second Attempt of the fame Kind as that made before upon the 

^aITi was a Second, no doubt ; the other had been carried into Effcd about a Year before. 


O. (hy Ceunjel.) I only wilh to afk whether it was not the Attempt which was the Subjed of your 
Lewr of the 9th of Auguft 1783 that was contradided by the Letter of the 21ft of Auguft 1783 ; 
was that the only one you ever wrote about ? 

A. Yes : It was the only One. 

(L ( from a Lord.) Whether in that Converfation with Mirza Shuffee Cawn, of which you have 
given an Account, he did, in fpcaking of what I now underftand clearly to be a Second Attempt, 
exprefi in any Terms whatfoever any Refentmcnt of the former Attempt ? 

A. He did not pofuively refer to a former Attempt, but he fpokc of the Attempt that was then 
fiifpcded in Terms of Refentmcnt, and as a Difgrace in which he participated, as being related by 
Blood to the Houfc of SufiTder Jung, who was the Hulband of the old Begum. 


Q. Am I to underftand you to fay, that Mirza Shuffee Cawn expreffed his Refentmcnt of the fiip- 
pold Second Attempt, in Terms that implied general Refentmcnt of any Indignity offered to the 
Begum ? 

A. Yes; I think the Terms in which he expreffed himfclf did imply that. 


0 ; The Queftion put to you is, whether the Terms in which he expreffed his Refentmcnt, im- 
plied a genei^ Refentmcnt againft all Indignities that might beoffered to the Begums? 

A. I think they did. They are clearly recited in the Letter ; I believe literally as the Conver- 
fation paffed between us. 


What Diftance is Dlplhi from Lucknow ? 
A. About 120 Miles. 


Q:. (hy Counfel.) The Witnefs having fpoken of an Opinion entertained at Delhi upon feme 
Tranfadions he has ftated, 1 wifh him to be aflted, in what Eftimation at Delhi, and other Parts 
of India where the Witnefs has been, the Charafter of Mr. Haftings was held ? 

A. Mr. H^ings was conftdcred as a Man of confidcrablc Abilities ; as a Man that had held a 
high Office for a Length of Time, and was refpefted in the Excrcife of it : But doubtlefs Men 
fpeak more or Icfs favorably of him, according as they have been ferved more or lefs by him ; he 
was not univerfally fpoken of in the fame Manner, but generally in the Terms I have mentioned. 

Qi (by the Managers.) Was you employed at the Court of Delhi by Mr. Haftings individually 
»Rd particularly ? 

5 0 . A. I 
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A. I think not ; My Inftrudions called me his Agent* but the Agent of Government at the 
fame Time, an 1 in tlic fame Paragraph i therefore I confidcred myfelf as the Agent of the Govern- 
ment, of which Mr, Haftings was the principal executive Member. 

Whether Mr. Haftings’s Inftrffaions did not authorife you, to make fome particular Pro. 
pofitions of Importance to the King at Delhi, or to his Miniltcrs ? 

A. Not any in particular : The Inftruftions ftated that I was to make a general Profeffion 
of the Attachment of the Company to the King, and that they wilhed to fhew it as far as la? 
in their Power. ^ 

Did he propofe any fpecifick Objeft of his Negociations ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant defired to know to what Point in the Articles this 
Examination tended ; for, as far as appeared at prefent, it was irrelevant to any Thing 
ftated in them. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, That they were examining the Witnefs to 
Mr. Ilaftings’s Charadfer, of which they knew he could fpeak very particularly. 

The Managt rs for the Commons were informed, that, if that was their Inten- 
tion, they muft put a Queftion relative to his Charafter. 

Q. (Hy the Managers.) Whether Mr. Haftings did, or did not, afterwards difavbw the Objsil 
of his Inftruiftion.s to you ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant ftill obJe6led, that a General Qneftion, refpeifling the 
Character of a Defendant, did not entitle the Party profccuting to go into a Matter not 
in Charge againft the Defendant, or into Proof of particular Facts. 

Q. What was your Opinion, with rcfpedl to the good Faith and plain Dealing of Mr. Haftings, 
towards thofe he has employed in his political Negociations ? 

A. It is a ditliculc Matter for me to form an Eftimation of a Subjeift, of which I underftand fo 
little. 

. (from a Lord). In what Time wQuld Intelligence be conveyed from Delhi to Lucknow, 
if there was any Rebellion in the Country of Oude? 

A. I think the Rate at wliich tlie Poll goes and comes, is the Third Day ; but upon particular 
Emergency it may arrive the Second Day. 

With whom did you correfpond with Mr. Haftings, or with the Governor and Council 
in general ? 

A. With Mr. Haftings. 

The Witnefs was direcled to withdraw. 


Then CHARLES GORING, Efquire, was called in; and being fwom, was alked, 

Q. What was your Situation in India? 

A. I was appointed to the Nabob’s Court upon a Special CommilTion by the Governor and 
Council. 

At what Time ? 

A. On the 9th of May 1779. 

How long did you refidc there ? 

, A. Four Months. 

How long did you refidc in India altogether ? 

A. I was in India Two different Times ; I went out in the Year lyCo, and remained there, I 
think, till the Year 1769. 1 went out a Second Time in the Year 1774, and remained there till 
the Year 1778. 

Whether, during your Rcfldcnce at the Nabob’s Court, or in any other Part of India, you 
had an Opportunity of obferving the Manner in which the Women were treated, according to the 
Cuftom of the Country ? 

A. I had. 

Give an Account of the Obfervations you made upon the Manner in which the Women 
were treated, according to the Cuftom of that Country ? 

A. The Women ot that Country live extremely retired ; they do not appear at all in Publick. 
I had Occafion, however, to wait at different Times upon the Munny Begum, the Nabob’s 
Mother. I obferved (he was treated with the utmoft Refpeft by her Son, and by every Body who 
furrounded her, and that Ihe lived in great Magnificence. 


Q. From 
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Q. From #hat you have obfcrved, what EfTca do you fuppofe. a Threat to , w 

of her Rank from her Zenana, would have made upon her Mind f remove a Woman 

A. Amongft the Powers granted me by the Supreme (Wernment I had fhif i 

Begum from the Na^b*, Palace to another Place, in cafel Oaoul.l find he^ employed Tn 3 ft" 
trigue to imp^c the Bufinefs I was fent upon. Upon the lad Vifit I paid her, Ihe o^ Notice ot- 
ic, and faid. Had I attempted to execute this Power, the would have put to Death every Wo, in 
the Zenana, of which there were at that 1 ime 2000 , and have murdered hertHf ririi.»r ft. k 
amoved from her Palace. I did not find any Occafion to remove her. llde 
Guard upon my firft going. I told her I had that Power, but I never wilhed to execum it. ^ 

Did you undcrftand that Refolution which the mentioned to you, in cafe of her bein? re 
moved, to be the natural Confequence of the Cudoms of the Country, or of any particular Srea't 
of her own r ' 

thehDwdlmgr"'’ ^^moved from 

She did not tell you of this, till you took your Leave ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. Whether you ever had an Opportunity of feeing the Widow of Surajah ul Dowlah i 
A. I had. 

Ch In what State did die appear to live f 
A. In great Splendour and Magnificence. 

Ma^iificen^r^"""' derived the Means of living, in that Splendour and 

tl^Nabdf^'’^"'* *" the Orders of hef late Hulband. 

Q. Did you ever h«r, that Mecr Jnflier claimed any Part of the Trcafuic left in the Zenana, 
after the Battle of Plaffey, and after the Death of Sumjah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I never did. 

^ To whom do you conceive the Treafure, once lodged within the Walls of the Zenana mud 
of Right belong r * 

A. I conceive that the Treafure, lodged within the Zenana, is intended for the Support of the 
Women of the Zenana. ^ 

wSTich Zenana, for the Support ^f the 

A. 1 conceive, fo from my Obfervation. 

rupl-ofSTlTS Slffl Jr™ .ho i. 

.l«Vnrof I'N.tab “f “ 

^ oirthc^^th of Ma^^ *" ‘ 

of *e CompJn5"°'^’ “P®" 

A. I believe they do ; and if they do not, I have the Original in my PodcOion. 

^ Do you know, by whom they were figned f 
A. By the Secretary of the Council, I think. 

^ Who cornpofed the Council at that Time ? 

A. Mr. Hadings, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, Mr. Francis, and Mr. Harwell, I think. 

8'''*^" with the Approbation of General 
It iS hefpal f ‘ ' -can. pai,icul,rly. that PoSer ,0 remove t^c Be 

Notice ? ^ ^ Intrigue, and of which you date you gave her 

and Councili confcquently I could not know 
paiitd in the Council, it being the Secret Department. 

""I* ‘i? Treafures which belonged to Surajah Dowlah, and which 
?unT aifn k " Zenana, were the Treafures of the State, or whether they belong to the Be- 

^^c’you^’an?Sfir“ to your own Opinion, or 

you any pofitive Knowledge on the Subjedl ? r . 

do not underdand the Quedion. 


{.i; Do 
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Q. Do you know, whether, or oot, the Trcaforcs lodged in' the Zenana belonged to the Rgtjm, 
or whether they were the Property of thejftatc } and do you take it from general Opinion, or vow 
own Knowledge ? ^ ^ 

A. I conceive, if they were the Treafuresof the State, the State would naturalfy have demanded 
them. 

If they had been demanded by the State, would that have given yoo ah Opinion that thev 
belonged to the State f ^ 

A. That would not follow of courfe. I conceive illegal Demanda might be made by the 
State. 

Qj^ The Qucftion is, As far as you foonded your Opinion of their belor^ng to the Women 
upon the Circumftance of their not being demanded by the State, whether, if you had had no 
other Reafon, you would not have fuppofed them to have belonged to the Stale, in cafe they had 
been fo demanded? ^ 

A. 1 faid, No becaufe I conceive the State might make an unjult Demand. 

In the aflual Cafe of the State having made the Demand, would you have entertained an 
Opinion of its being unjuR ? 

A. 1 furely fhould. As fo many Years had elapfed fince the Death of Surajah ul Dowlah, and 
no Demand had ever been made, as I heard of •, had a Demand been made at that Time of 
Day, I (hould have conceived it to be an unjuft one. 

How many Years had elapfed i 

A. I Ihould fuppofc, upwards of Twenty Years. I do not know ejtadlly,i but a very confidera- 
ble Time. 

Do you, or, do you not, know the Amount of the Treafurc reported to be in the Zenana 
at the Time of the Death of Surajah Dowlah ? 

A. I know nothing at all of the Matter. 

Do you know, whether, or not, it was an ufual Cuftom for Sufajah DowUh to depofit hij 
Trcalure there ? 

A. Surajah Dowlah was cut o(F before I went to India. 

Q. Do you know any Thing of Oude ? 

A. I know nothing at all of the Matter j I never was in that Country at all. 

(by the Managers.) Whether Munny Begum, whom you had Authority to remove, was 
really Mother of the Nabob ? 

A. She was not— (he was his Mother-in-Law j his own Mother was then living, and was it 
the Nabob’s Seraglio. 

Q. (from a Lotrd.) Have you or have you not read the printed Proceeding of the Council of 
Bengal, touching your Appointment, and the Objetf of it ? 

A. I Have read them fince I have been in England. 

Q. (h the Counfel.) What was the Name of the Widow of Surajah Dowlah ? 

A. I don’t rccolleft. 

Q. Where did ftie live f 

A. At the Cily of Muitadabad. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

Then JOHN STABLES, Efquire, was again called inf and afked, 

In what Situation was you when you was laft in India? 

A. I had the Honour of teing Member of the Supreme Council. 

Q. Do you recoUeft, in a Minute on the 9 th of September ijtS?, that yoU propofd an 
Inquiry to be made. Whether ot not there had appeared any Sort of Dmffelftion in the Begum* 
of Oude, previous to the Troubles in BOnares? 

A. Yes, I do recoUeft it. 

Q. What was your Motive for propofing that Inveftigation ? 

A. A Letter from the Court of Directors : I conceived it to be ordered by them. 

Q. Did you conceive the Letter of the Court of Direftors pofitively to dirtfl that Inquiry ? 

A. I did fo certainly at the TioK *, and I beg to refer to the Minutes which exprt^s it. 

Q. Had you ever heard of any Marks of Difaffedion in the Bigums, previous to the Titw- 
blesof Benares, at that Time? 

A. 1 was not in India at the Time of the Troubles of Benares ; I arrived fortie Time aftet. 

p, Qi 
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Q. Had you, at any Time, any credible Evidence produced to you, to induce you to believe 
• i^eums had ever taken any hoftile Part againft tht^nglifli, previous to the Troubles in 


the Begums 
Benares? 

j\, 1 believe, none, as I recollect. 


n Upon what Evidence, Ground, or Authoiity, did you 
inie taken an hoftile Part againft the Englifh Government ? 


ever believe that they had, at any 


^ A. *1 had no Evidence, but what appears upon the Records. 

Q. What Evidence did appear upon the Records, and of what Nature ? • 

a! I believe it appears principally by the Narrative delivered in by Mr. HaftingSj but I laei 
to the Records. 

Q. Had you any other Evidence but the Benares Narrative. to induce you to believe it? 

A. Nothing, but what appears upon the Records. 

I want it to be underftood. Whether any Thing but the Benares Narrative appears upon the 
Records, that you recoiled ? 

A. 1 do not recoiled, or I would mention it. 

Whether you have read the Affidavits contained in that Narrative, relating to the Begums ? 

A. 1 cannot fay I have read them all •, I have read a great many of them. 

(;^ Did you read them upon the Record ? 

A. No, 1 did not; Mr. Haftings was kind enough to give me the Narrative, and I read them 
there. 

Q. Am I to underftand, that Mr. Haftings gave you the printed Narrative ? 

A. Certainly •, it was a printed Narrative. 

Is that the Authority and Evidence to which you refer ? 

A. As far as it goes it is ; I do not know what other Evidence is upon the Records. 

You never compared the printed Book with the Records ? 

A. No. 

Q; What is the Fad ; is that printed Book the fame as the Record or not — I w.int to know 
whctlicr you ever faw the original Affidavits, and whether they are entered upon the Records, 
or whether you have only feen them in the C.afe tranfmitted from Calcutta by Mr. Haflings 

A. I do not know j they might be there*, it happened before 1 arrived} but I never faw the 
oiigin.al Affidavits. 

Did you ever converfe with any Man that ever faw the original Affidavits ? 

A. I do not recoiled I did j I have no Doubt that they were in Exitlence. 

Q. Did Mr. Haftings affign any other Ueafon to you for refufing to enter into that Inquiry, fo 
dirtded by Order of the Company, except thole Reafons that appear upon the Record— Do 
you recoiled thofe that did appear upon the Record ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recoiled any other Reafons affigned, bcfides thofe ? 

A. No, I think not. 

What Effed did Mr. Haftings’s refufing this Inquiry produce Upon your Mind, at the 
Time ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objedled to the Queftion, as being Matter of Opinion 
only. 

Qi Was there any Debate about purfuing the Inquiry ? 

A. It is recorded upon the Minutes. 1 do not recoiled I had any Converfation upon the 
Subjed. 

Q; Did you ever fay any Thing to Mr. Haftings, upon the Subjed of his refufing that 
Enquiry ? 

A. I do not recoiled that I did. I was forry the Enquiry diil not go on. 

^ Do you know of any other Method, by which the Guilt or innocence of the Begums might be 
afeertained, bcfides the Enquiry you propofed ? 

A. None fo likely j my Opinion is clearly expreflbd upon the Minutes. 

Qi And that is the whole Opinion you delivered upon the Occafion* as far as you remember ? 

A. It is, as far as I remember, 

0- Whether the Whole of the Perfian Correfpondence univcrfally, was not carried on in the Name 
of Mr. Haftings, and addrefied to him ? 

A. I believe fo } at leaft it is fo ordered. 


Whether 
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WIv;cher it is not allb ordered, that it (hould be communicated to the other Members of th« 
Council ? . 0(t- 

A. I (hould think fo. 

Q. Whether that Correfpondcnce was fo regularly communicated ? 

A. I cannot fay that, bccaule I was no Judge when it arrived; I can only fay the Time it w'u 
given in to the Board. 

Do you rccollcft any Inftance of Perfian Correfpondcnce, not fo communicated ? 

A. I have taken Notice of One Inftance, or Two, in my Minutes. 

Do you, or do you not, rccollcft any Thing concerning a Box of Letters fiippofcd to have 
been midaid ? 

A. There was a Box of Letters fent to the Board, upon the Day Mr. Haftings took Leave of the 
Council, to go to Lucknow. 

Whether it was a Box of Letters ftated to have been miflaid, and which ought to have been 
communicated much fooner ? 

A. It certainly ought : 1 made a Memorandum at the Time, which, if you plcafc to hear, I wiil 
ftate. 

Be fo good as to give the Date of the Time of the Letters being communicated ? 

A. The Governor General mentioned he had miflaid a Letter from Mr. Briftow, dated the 4tli 
of Oftober 1 784, lent in Circulation to him upon the 1 5th of Odober ; it was produced to us, that 
is, to the Council, upon the 17th of February. 

Sent in Circulation to him, or by him ? 

A. To Mr. Haftings from the Secretary ; it was miflaid in the Council Box till the 17th of 
February 1785, when it was fent to the Board; and it contained the Correfpondcnce of Almas 
Ali Cawn. 

Qi Are thofe Letters now upon Record ? 

A. They arc now upon Records, if I rccollcft right, of the 17th or 18th of February, 

Where was Mr. Haftings going; what Journey was he fetting out upon, the Day on which 
thofe L, ewers were produced ? 

A. To Suxaugcr, in his Way to Lucknow. 

Did you conceive thofe Letters to relate to Matters of great Importance ? 

The Houfe obferved. That the Letters were upon Record, and would fpeak for 
thcmfelves with refpeft to the Importance of the Matters to which they related. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Q. Was there any Converfation between you and Mr. Haftings upon the Subjeft, as you 

recoiled ? 

A. Not any, which I recoiled. 

Did you, as a Member of the Supreme Council, confent to Mr. Haftings going that 
Journey to Lucknow ? Was it by the Confent of the Council at all ? 

A. I diATcntctl ; and protefted againft the Power given, the Minute of which I beg Leave to 
refer to. 

Was Mr. Haftings very folicitous and earned to go upon that Journey ? 

A. His Minutes will (hew ; I refer to them. i 

Do you know any Thing of his being folicitous, except from what appears upon the Minutes ? 

A. No i I tlo not. 

Do you know of any Concern or Matter in Lucknow, that might jiot have been tranfaded, 
without Mr. Haftings’ going pcrfonally to Lucknow ? 

A. I know of none, which the Authority of the Board would not have been fulficient for. 

Q. In whofe Hands do you conceive the fubftantial Power of the Country of Oude, then to be 
placed ? 

A. It was nominally in the Hands of the Nabob Vizier ; but I believe a great Power was in the 
Hands of his Miiiiftcr, Hyder Beg Cawn. 

(L Do you mean, that Hyder Beg Cawn had in Fad, and in Effed, the Power of tffe Country, 
dr Degree of Power did you underlland Hyder Beg Cawn had, as Minifter of the Nabob? 

A. 1 underftood that he had very great Power indeed. I refer to the Inftrudions both, to 
Middleton and Mr. Briftow, where his Power is deferibed. 

Q; What was your Opinion, of tlic Influence and Power of Mr. Haftings over Hyder Beg ? 


3 
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The Coonfel for the Defendant faid, they once for all objeft to Evidence 
of Opinion. 

Q. Do you know any Thing of any Influence that Mr. Haftings had over that Miniiler ? 

A. I know of none, further than what appears upon the Records. 

What do you know of the Power of the Minifter of Oude over the Begums, at the Time 
Mr. Haftings went up to Lucknow ? 

A. I do not know of any Power he had over the Begums. 

Do you know, in whofe Pofleflion the Begums J^ghires were, at the Time Mr. Haftings went 
to Lucknow ( 

A. No i I do not. 

Qj^ Did you, previoufly to Mr. Haftings's fetting out, take any Meafures for the Reftoratlon of 
the Jaghires from Hydcr Btg (if he had them), or from the Nabob’s Government, to the Begums ? 

A. There is a Minute of mine upon the Occafton, to which 1 refer ^ I do not immediately recoi- 
led the Terms of it. 

Q, Did you take any other Meafures than what appear upon the Minutes f 

A. No. 

Q, What Meafures did you take, to procure the Payment of an Equivalent to the Begums, while 
the Jaghires were withheld from them ? 

A. 1 took no other Meafures, than what arc exprefled upon the Minutes. 

Were any Meafures taken that you recoiled, at your Suggeftion or f*ropofal ? 

A. I propofed ap Inquiry, to know whether they had been paid, and by what Channel. 

Did you procure any Intelligence, that an Equivalent had ever been paid ? 

A. No, I think I did not. 

Were there any other Powers in that Country that could have withheld that Payment from 
the Begums, but the Nabob, his Minifter, or the Englilh Refident belonging to the Englilh Go- 
vernment ? 

A. I believe not. 

Was there any Power befides them, that could have paid the Begums tliat Money ? 

A. The Influence of the Englilh, I fuppofe, would have made them be paid. 

The Managers for the Commons dated, that they prelTcd this to Ihew at whofe Mercy 
tlie Begums really were, when Mr. Haftings took this Journey to Lucknow. 

The Houfe obferved, that the Witnefs feemed to think he had expreffed all his Opi- 
nion and all his Ideas upon Record ; that he conftantly referred to them, and did not 
feem to have any other Memory upon the Subject. 

{Crofs examined.) Whether the Time of your Arrival in India, was a Year and a Quarter after 
the Troubles in Benares ? 

A. I arrived upon the 6th of November 1782 ; I took*my Seat at the Board upon the iiih of 
the fame Month. 

Q;^ I wi(h to know whether, after your Arrival, you ever went up into the Country of Oude, or 
was ever abfent at any Diftance from Calcutta ? 

A. I never went further than the City ef Moorfliedabad, during the laft Time I was in India. 

Q;^ How far was that ? 

A. About a Hundred Miles from Calcutta. 

Qi State, whether thePerfian Corrcfpondence is not, according to the Courfc of the Office, entered 
in a Book, and whethetihat Book is not open for the infpedion of all the Members of the Board ? 

A. The Perfian Corrcfpondence of the publick Officer very often was upon the Table. 

Qj The Queftion is, whether the Letters arc not tranferibed into fomc Book, which Book is con- 
ftantly open to the InfpeCtion of all the Members of the Board ? 

A. I don’t believe all the Letters are tranferibed. 

But whether it is not the Courfc of Office to have them tranferibed ? 

A. It ot^ht to be fo certainly. 

Qi I underftood the Witnefs to fay, with refped to the Englilh Letter received from Mr. Briftow, 
when he was deferibing what Mr. Haftings faid upon the Subjeft, (and I wilh to know whether 1 
underftood him right), that Mr. Mailings mentioned as a Rcafon why it was not brought earlier bc- 
*orc the Board, that it was miftaid by Accident ? 


A. 1 don’t 
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fo cxprcffcd in the Note that came with it to the 

At what Time arc the Letters tranferibed into the Book j before, they arc fent into Circu- 
lation, or afterwards? 

A. I do not know. 

What is the common Coiirfc of the Office ? 

A. They ought to be firft tranferibed in a Book, and then fent in Circulation. 

CL Do you know whether tliofe Letters were in faft fo tranferibed ? 

A. I do not. 

CL I wifh to know whether the Witnefs made any Enquiry at all, one Way or the Other, upon 
the Subjedf of the Rebellion or Infurrcdtion of the Begums ? 

A. In Converfation, of courfe ; but no official Enquiry. 

Recoiled, whether you ever figned a Letter, bearing Date the 3d of March I 783 » in which 
are thefe Words, “ You will inform us if any, and what. Means have been taken ior the Re- 
covery of the Balance due from tire Begums at Fyzabad and, if neceflary, you will recommend it 
to the Vizier to infore'e the moll effldual Means for that Purpofe 

A. I fhould like to refer to the Records ; I have it not in my Recolledlion perfedlly 1 dare fay 
the Rccordj^ will (hew it, if it is fo. 

CL Managers.) Whether you did approve, or direct the Recommencement of Severity 

towards the Begums or the Miniflcrs ? 

A. God forbid I fhould ! 

(L Were not the Minifters of the Begums in tmprifonment upon your Arrival at Calcutta ? 

, A. I do not recoiled. 

# 

Dbts it appear in that Book in which the Letters are tranferibed for Prefervation, at what 
Tiinr^het jtre tranferibed *, or docs any Thing more appear than merely the Dates oi tlie Letters ? 

, A. I really do not know, 

(from a Lord,) I fhould be glad to know, in what Manner tlie Women could fubfift, if the 
Jaghires, or an Equivalent, were not paid them? ^ ^ 

A. I do not know. 


Ae I don^t know It; 
bouncil. 


btlt I think it 


Do you know whetlierthe Letters you have mentioned, related to the Ground upon which 
Mr. I ladings went to Lucknow ? 

A. I fhould wifh to refer to the Letters — I think they related to the fuppofed Defeftion of 
Almas Ali Cawn. 


• (from a Lord,) The Witnefs has ftated, that at the Time he has itientioricd, he conceived 

Letter from the Ccrurt of Direftors to order an Enquiry, and that was upon that Opinioa 
that he regulated his Condutt, and his Propofal for fuch Enquiry; I wifh to know, Whether the 
KxprcfTion, “ at the v Time” was merely calual, Of am I to undcrlland from it, that the Witnefs 
has altered his Opinion of the Intention of this Letter fince that Time ? 

A. I certainly retain^that Opinion, and I wiflicd the Enquiry to go on. 

(from the Managers.) Whether you know of any other Inflance of the Siippreflion of Cor- 
rcfpondence, befidcs the one you have ftated ? 

A. There was another of the fame Kind, I believe, taken Notice of in One of my Minutes, which 
I wilh to refer to. If your Lordihips will give me leave. I will give you the Dace of the Minute, 
and I wifli to refer to that — it is a Minute regarding the Recall of Mr. Briftow, dated the 4th ot 
September 1783 ; and the Papers were not laid before the Board till near Idiree Months after they 
were received. 

But you liavc no Recolleftion of that Paffaj^e, other than what is contained in your Minute ? 

A. No. 


Q. Whether any Note, Minute, or Letter, fent by you, was ever meant to convey yctir 
-Confent or Approbation of the Mcafurc purfued refpefting the Bceums, or their Minifters ? 

A. No, I think not ; that Bufincfs was over before my Arrival. 


Q. fyVcw a Lord,) Did you ever convey to Mr. Haftings your Difapprobation of the Mca* 
fares taken againft the Bcgums, and their Minifters ? • 1 1 

A. I don’c know that I did : I refer to my Minutes. We had no Converfation upoftit; it wou t 
Imvc been indelicate to have condemned privately : I certainly never approved of the Ircatnicnto 
the Begums, 

Q. (from a Lord.) Could their Guilt or Innocence appear in any other Way than bypwhlkk 
Enquiry ? 

. A. No. 1 wifhed the Enquiry to go on. 
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n {from a Lord,) Whfther all the publick Letters that come to the Board, at Calcutta, arc not 
iril opened by the Secretary, before they. come to the Board ? 

A. He opens them; but he very often carries them to A^Governor General: There are many 
enters directed to the Governor General himlcB, and not to tnc Board. 

Q. Is it the Coiirfe of Office for the Secretary to open Letters, or fend them as tliey come clofed 
0 the Members of the Board ? 

A. Ido not believe there is any general Rule^ they are fometimes opened, and fometimes 

lot. 

O. (from the Managers,) Whether yoil do not recoiled that the followinp; Parap^r.ipl^ is among 
he ^General Orders or the Company We dircft, that you alTcnnhlc in Council iwuc every 
^Veck; and that all the Members be duly fummoned ; that the CorrdjJondcnLe w th the Princes, 
)r Country Powers in India, be carried on by the Governor Gencrd only ; but that all L * ters 
fiu by him, be firft approved in Council ; and that he lay before ihe CounGI, at their ne t Meet- 
, <11 Letters received by him in the Coiirfc of fuch Correfponvicnce, for their Information : 
^Ve likewife dire^, that a Copy of fucli Parts of the Country Correrpondence be communicated 
0 our Board of Trade (to be conlbtut d as hereinafter mcniionerl), as may anyways relate to 
he BufineU of their Department.*^ Whether that is not a Handing Order ut the Court of 
Directors ? ^ • 

A, 1 think I am aware of it ; it is. 

In cafe any Letters are diredted to the Governor General alone, arc they opened by the Go- 
vernor General, or by the Secretary ? 

A. I fliould fuppofe not by the Secretary. I fhould fuppofe they were delivered to the Governor 
General, if diredted to him. 

Do you remember Mr. Palmer being employed in the Upper Province at Lucknow ? 

A. I remember his being employed, but 1 did not know it till long after 1 went to Bengal. 

0^ Was he employed before you got there ? 

A. I think he was at Lucknow, when 1 arrived in India*, lam not pofitive there were 
Inflrudions for him : I enquired of the Secretary, and heard of none till fome Time after I 

arrived. 

Was you,dn your Capacity as One of the Council General, duly confulted upon the Con- 
tinuance of Major Palmer in the Upper Provinces \ or in any Renewal of his CommiJfion \ or was 
you ever confulted abbut him ? 

A. No, I never was. 

0^ What is your Opinion of the Effedl of fuch fecrct Agents, upon the Part of the Governor 
General only, upon the Condudt of publick Bufincfs, when the Company maintains a Refident 
there, upon the Part of the Governor General and Council? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objedlcd to the Qiieftion. 

The Houfe obferved. It depended upon the Natui'c of the Agency, and the Extent 
of it: If there was any particular Agency, what the EfFedl of it was, might be a Sub- 
ject of Obfervation \ and therefore the proper Qj^eftion would be, 

Whether the Witnefs knows of any Effedt the Agency of Mr. Palmer had upon the publick 

Eiifincfs ? 

A. It certainly muft make the publick Agent very uncafy in his Situation, and it certainly did; 
b.it in my Opinion, there was no Occafion ror any private Agent at all. 

What Knowledge have you of the E,ffedts of it ? 

A I have no Knowledge of the Effedts, but from Mr. Briftow’s Writings upon the Su’ jcdl, to 
v'liich I refer. 

0;, I defire to know, whether all Mr. Haftings*s Correfpondence with Almas Ali Cawn was ever 
produced to the Board ? . 

A. I really cannot tell. 

Do you know of his having written any Letters to Almas Ali Cawn ? 

A. I do not immediately recolledl:. 

Do you know whether all the Correfpondence with the Nabob of Oude, concerning Colonel 
Hannay, was duly laid before the Board ? 

A. I do not recolledl ; Colonel Hannay was dead before I arrived. 

with 
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, Qc Have vou Reafon to think Mr. Haftings had frequent Conference and Communications 
c Nabob or Oude’s Yackccl at Calcutta ? 


A. The 
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A. The Vackeel paid his Refpe^is to Mr. Haftings almoft daily, u 1 ihould fuppofc ever* 
other Vackeel would do, to tell him the News of his Court. ” 

Do you know, whether Mr. HSffings communicated the Subftance of any fuch Converfa. 
tion with the Vackeel, to the Board ? 

A. How could I know that ? 

The Witnefs was dirccled to withdraw. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercmj, 13 " JpriHs 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Placf s, the Houfc refumed, tlie ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 

S uainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
ence. 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, they would now proceed 
to prove the Right of the Bhow Begum, the Mother of Afoph ul Dowla, to the 
Treafures given her by Sujah ul Dowla ) alfo the Treaties in the Years 1775 and 
1^76, by which her Right to thefe Treafures was allowed and confirmed by the 
Vizier, and guaranteed by the Council at Calcutta. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in ; and produced Book 75, intituled, 
“ Bengal Secret Council, 15 Odober to 20 November 1775.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 8 th November J775, begin- 
ning at Page 824 of the fame Book. 


** Fort William, 8tli November 1775. 

** At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt» 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

The Honourable George Monfon* 

Philip Francis Efquire. 

Received the following Letters from Mr. Briftow. 

^ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, and the Members of the 
Honourable Supreme Council at Fort William. 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

** Immediately on his Return fromFyzabad he dated his Diftredcs to me, and begged of me to 
ufe my Endeavours to perfuade the Begum to aflift him. I wilhed to have declined complying 
with his Excellency's Requeft, cfpecially after he had indircflly objeded to my having any Corre- 
fpondence with her ; but being fenfible of his Neceflities, I conlented, upon the Condition of his not 
expeiling of* me to ufe violent Mcafurcs. I accordingly went to Fyzabad, and explained parti- 
cularly in Writing to the Begum, how impofllble it was for the Nabob to conduft his Govern- 
ment without her Aflidance j and likewife infinuated to her that flic could not complain of him, 
for he had granted her an additional Jaghyr of Four Lacks a Year for the Sums he had alicady 
borrowed of her, and treated her with great Refpeft. I further infinuated to her, that the I'lea- 
furcs (he poflefled were the Treafures of the State, as Ihe had not lliccecJed to them by any legal 
Right, and they had been hoarded up to provide againft an Emergency : 7'hat that Emen;cncy 
was arrived-, and I recommended it to her to fparc his Excellency the Sum of Fifty Lack> as a 
Donation. Jf this did not picafe her, to let the Treafurc be divided according to the Laws of the 
Koran, or clfc grant him a Loan, and that I could engage for the Repayment of it. 

After much Perfuafion the Begum agreed to pay the Nabob Twelve Lacks, and this (he de- 
cUred was wholly to oblige me, and upon the Conditions of the Company's being to fecurc her 
the PolTcirion of her Jaghyis for Life and that the Nabob fliould not interfere with her upon any 
Account. I cxcufed mylcif, becaufc of the Infignificancy of the Sum, but offeted to comply with 
1^ cafe of her granting Fifty Lacks, This I had Authority for from the Nab )b, who, 
on defiring me to undertake the Negociation, repeatedly and carncftly cxpicifai his Dclirc not to 
0 c any Violence ; and in order to prove it, he laid he would fubmit to the Company’s being Me- 
Differences between him and the Begum. But it was hard, when reduced to fuch 
Diftrefs, that his Mother fliould iifelcfsly keep up immenfe Treafures. 

** On my Return his Excellency approved of my Conduif, and dcfircd of me to write to the 
ocgum very fully, again explaining his Situation to her; that I had interfered merely to prevent 
Doubts lubfifting between them, whicli 1 thought the Pait of a mutual Friend. 

‘ That I had always difTuaded the Nabob from violent Mcafurcs, and would continue my En- 
eavours; but the Point in Qiieftion was a domcftic Matter, in which I could not infill on his 
Excellency’s following my Advice. 

8 “ The 
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The Begum, in her Anfwer, complained much of the Adminiftration of Affairs, and told 
me, in plain Terms, that what (he would ib fliould be for the fake of the Englifh, and, as for 
the Nabob, (he would not advance him a^nglc Rupee upon his Word*, but iboncr throw her 
Jewels and Money into the River, On my prefenting the Letter to his Excellency, he again 
defired of me to go to Fyzabad, and as there were great Doubts entertained of the Eunuch em- 
ployed between the Begum and me not having explained my Reprefentations fully to her, but 
concealed fuch Part as did not conform to his Views*, the Nabob ordered Sellar Jung and Buf- 
fant Ally Cawn to go to Fyzabad alio, and follow Murtchzeh Cawn*s and my Advice in making 
any additional Reprefentations which might l>c found necclTary. It is generally believed the 
Begum has Four Crores in her PofTcfrion v but I fancy I may venture to fay (he has One Crorc and 
Seventy Lacks. — Confidering this immenie Sum, I hope, now we are all here, and when Circum- 
ftanccs arc impartially ftated, that (he will yield to our Pcrkiafions, 

[Signed at the Entl] 

“ John Brillow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude, («?)** 

The Managers for the Commons reqitcfted the Houfe^ to obferve that, in thefe 
Letters, the Treafures ftated by Mr. Ilaftings as belonging to the State, are 
claimed by the Nabob as his Right: That, in a former Letter, it appears, he had 
actually negociated a Loan with the Bhow Begum ; and by the Letter now going to be 
read, it would further appear, that he had alio given a landed Security, for the Money 
lb borrowed from the Bhow Begum. 

Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr, Briftow to the Board, dated Fy- 
zabad, i6th October, 1775, from the fame Book, Page 838. 

“ 1 0 the Honourable Warren Flaftings Efquire, Governor General, and tlie Members of the 
Honourable Supreme Council at Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

^ I have already fully explained to the Honourable Board the Part I took in the Negociation 
between the Nabob and the Begum. My Reprefentations fincc my Arrival this la(l Time have 
tended to prove to her Excellency, that the Nabob’s Situation was defperate*, and (he might have 
determined on what rafli Refolutions (he pleafed in her own Mind, Rill it was now a C^iellion, 
whether die Nabob (hould feize his Right, or lliffer a Lack of Souls to perilh, and the Sove- 
reignty of thefe Soubahs, now in the Fourth Generation, to be transferred to another Family ? I 
afterwards ufed many mild Arguments. I alfo met Sellar Jung, Myrza Ally, and Murtthizeli 
Cawn, and we confultcd together*, and after many MelTagcs to the Begum, and many Alternatives 
propofed by both Parties, I’hiity Lacks were confented to. I am lure I could have obtained 
Fifty, the Sum I alked, if Murtehzch Cawn had not been impatient to return, and irnguarcieilly 
mentioned, that the Nabob would be fatisfted with I'hirty. When I prelfcd him to adhere to our 
firll Rccjueft, he feemed to be apprehenfive of the Begum’s Temper lutrrying her into Ibmc violent 
Aft, diigraceful to the Nabob’s Government*, and as the bare Probability of forcing her to Ex- 
tremities was enough to determine me from afking ever lb Imall a Sum, I at once gave up the 
Point. 

“ The Begum not only grants the Nabob this Sum, but gives up to him Twenty-fix Lacks 
for the Re-pay ment of which (he had Security in Land. In lieu of this, (lie afl^cd of the Nabob 
never to interfere with her again, upon any Pretence whatlbcver j and for her entire Sacisfaftion, 
(he infirtcd on having the Company the Guarantees of a Treaty to be cniercd into betwixt her and 
the Nabob, and that I likewilc fhould execute another direftly with her, on the Part of the Corn* 
pany ; with which having complied, I have the Honour to inciofe Copies of both Treaties, 
N"* 1 and 2. 

“ I now fubmit my Conduft in this Ncgociation to the Confidcruiion of the Honourable 
Board. It is Ncceflity alone which has obliged me to aft the Part I have done *, for without the 
Company as Guarantees of the Treaty, the Begum would not have given a Tingle Cowry. The 
Nabob wholly of himl'elf afleed me to interfere, contrary to my Inclination \ and I therefore hope 
the Honourable Board will approve of my Conduft, efpccially as it was the only Means of 
realizing a confiderablc Sum at this Junfture. Half of the Money procured from the Begum is 
to be paid to the Company *, which, with Five Lacks now receiving, making altogether Twenty 
Lacks, is a confiderablc Sum in the prefent State of the Nabob’s AH airs. 

“ I have written Powers, and the Teftimooy of the Perfons concerned in this Ncgociation, of 
my having had the Nabob’s Sanftion : However, I think it nccefTary to provide againft any future 
Doubts, and (hall thejefore forward the Honourable Board a Treaty on the Parc of the Nabob 
with the Company, acceding to the Terms with the Begum, which the Minifter promifes to get 
executed v^ith all Expedition. The Begum having at lir(t inferted the Word “ Heirs,” we had 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" VI, 
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ear broke off the Negociation •, for I pofitivdy refufcd, and told her Excellency, the Con;- 
were in Alliance with the Nabob Auffuf ul Dowla alone, and during his Life knew of no 

iSs. or any other Sovereign in this Country. 

^ ^ I have the Honour to be, See, 

(Signed) , John Rriflow, 

.. Fyzabad, the i6th Oft. 1775. Ref at the Court of the N'" of Owd 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next read a Hioit ExtiacI, 
to prove that the Council did authorize Mr. Briftow to conclude the Faith of the 
Company by this Guarantee. 

Head, the following Extra6l from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page S 50 
of the fame Book. 


“ RefoWed, That the following Reply be fent to Mr. Briftow. 

“ To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of Oude. 

“ Wc have received your Letters of the iith, i6th, 20th, and 26ih of OlIoIxt. We think 
that tlie Circumftanccs of the Nabob’s Affairs, and the unfavourable Difpofition which his Mo- 
ther tlicBc'Tum, (hewed towards him, made it neceffary for you to comply with his Kcqiiell, 
lor alFor.'int^your Affiftance to pcrfiiade her to fupply him with a Sum of Money -, and we there- 
f,.c appiove and confirm your Guarantee of the Treaty which has been entered intobe tween 

tort William, 8th Nov. 1775. The Letter concludes, 

“ Wc arc, &c.” 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next proceed to prove, that 
the above Proceedings were communicated by the Governor General and Council to 

the Company. 

The Witnefs produced Book 6, intituled, “ Bengal Letters received, 16 May 1775, 
to 20th j.anuary 1776.” 

Read, the following Extraa of a Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court 
of Directors. 


“ Fort William, the 20th November 1775. 

P.ir. 9. “ The Nabob’s Mother, Buboo * Begum, retaining PonVffion of all the late Vizxr’s 
'l u-aiuic, to a very conliderable Amount, the Nabob, when he found all his other Means weic 
cdiiuRed, had recourfe to her for a pecuniary Aid, but (he was immoveable on his firft Appli- 
i.uuns-, he at length found it neceffary to prefs Mr. Briftow to ule the Influence ol his Mediation, 
'vl'.eh, .liter fome Solicitation, he complied with. By the Allillance ot many ot the Nabobs 
f ; end-, and the moft earneft Entreaties to the Begum, they prevailed on her to give the Nabob 
I l.irty I .acks in ready Money, and a Rcleafc lor a Sum of 1 wenty-fix Lacks, whicli flie hail 
tormeily lent him -, but her Conditions were pofitive, that he fliould enter into a 1 reaiy with her, 
Under the Ratification of the Company, never to molcft her more with Dniiands lor Money, as 
(he u'Hild not graht the prefent Relief on any other 1 erms. T he Nabob ligned the I leaty, anil 
Mr. fit iftow ratified it: Which Ratification, as the Urgency of the C.ile reniiiieil neielfary, we 
h-ise approved. Ihe Company were to receive Mltccn Lacks ot this .Sum, which, togeihei wall 
five Lacks before in Courfc of Payment, we cxpcfl: Mr. Briftow will (hortly dilpatclr to us (r).” 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, tlrcy would next proceed to read the Coid- 
llama between the Nabob and his Mother, and the Guarantee of Mr. IJiiftovv; by 
"iiich tlic Houfe would perceive, that fupjioling the Vizier ever to liavc made any 
CLiiiii to thefe Treafurcs, it became extinguilhed j th.it he received Thirty Lacks upon 
Account of prefent, and Twenty-fix Lacks on Account of foimcr Debts due lohlin ; 
i’-nd that, upon Receipt of the Thirty Lacks, he renounced all Claim whatfocvci in 
liiture. 

Read, from Book 75, before delivered In, the following Extra6l, beginning at 
1 ^-ige 84 ; of the fame Book. 


(") Vide Appendix, VII. { 1 } Vide Appendix, N" VIII. 
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Fort William, the 8th November 1 --. 

“ At a Council; Prcfent, 

The Honourable \\^yrcn Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident ; 

Licu^ant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monlbn, 

Philip Francis, Efquire. 

I. 

‘‘ Copy of a Draft of a Coulnama under the Seal of the N»abol) Afoph ul Dowlah, dated the u ’. 
of Shabaun, in the Year iiS‘9 of the Hegyra, (15th ofOdober 1775). 

I Afoph ul Dowlah Bahadrc engage and give this written Agreement, viz. 

I have now taken from my Mother 30 Lacks of Rupees on Account of the prefenr, and 
Lacks on Account of former Debts, in Specie, Goods, Jewels, Elephants, Camels, 8cc, Irom thep- 
tiimony of my Father, and have no fuither Claim on licr. Having received this through the \\]Z 
lifli Chiefs, I renounce all further Demands on her. I alfo engage that I will never mokft n y 
Mother in the iMijoymcnt of the Jaghiers, Gunges, Culladarrics, Gardens, or the Mints of Ou k 
Fyzabad, &c. conferred on her by the late blefied Nabob, but will leave her in the full PofTclFiuii 
of them, during her Life Time. — As long as my Mother lives, I will give her no Trouble on .,c- 
count of them. — She fhall colled whatever appears to be due from the faid Jaghiers, by her own 
People; I will not obllrud it. 

“ Wlien my Mother goes on her Pilgrimage (he is at Liberty to leave the jagheers, &c. under 
the Charge of whomfoever (he pleafcs.— It is entirely at her Option : I will not oppol’e it. 

“ Whether (he resides here or goes on her Pilgrimage the Jagheers, &c. (hall remain in her Pcf 
fefTion ; and no Perfon (hall on any Occafion obftrud or moled her therein. To whomfoever my 
Mother (liall give Charge of the Jagheirs, &c. I will on every Occafion proted and afTift him-, and 
when (he goes on her Ihlgrimage (he is at Liberty to take with her fuel) of her Slaves, Women, 
and (ioods as (he thinks proper; I will not mole(t her ; nor will I give any Trouble to Johur All/ 
Kluwn, Bahadre Ally Khawn, Nuhaut Ally Khawn, Shegoon Ally Khawn, or to the Tavd* 
darries, by any Demand on them. My Mother is at Liberty to ad as Ihe pleafes therein; flic is 
the Midrefs. for tlie Obfervance of all tbefe Articles I give God and his Prophet, the Twelve 
!maun)s, the I'ourteen Mauff^oms, and the Englilh Chiefs arc joined in this Engagement. I’lr. 
ther I will not in future demand any Loan from my Mother. I have no Claim on her; nor will [ 
ever deviate from this Engagement. Should I ad contrary thereto, it may be fuppofed that 1 am 
edranged from the I'nglilh Chiefs and the Company. — I have accordingly given this as aCouf 
naina to remain as a Voucher. 


Lid of the Jaghiers, &c. 

Sullov/ One Mahal, 

Dawa, D', 

Purfecldiporc, One Mahal, 

Rutaha, D", 


Sumrootah, 

At Gourkpore, One Iloufe, 

Taloe, One Mahal, 

Jais, with the Ad.iwlut, 

Sair, One MaluJ, 

Cor.i, D', 

'I'anda, D", 

Nabob Cjiinge, with the Villages on the other 
Side of Khalirah, One Mahal, 


Ifmael Gunge, with the Villages, is at tlie 
Didance of Three Cofs from Lucknow, 
Ifmael Gunge, at Lucknow, 

Cullahdarry of all the Soubahs, 

Mints of Owdc and Eyfabad, 

Bhegum Gunge and Gala Ghaut, 

Vizier Gunge, 

1 he Garden of Thirry Sing at Owdc, with 
Ground for Three (hardens, 

EHhbaug at Lucknow, 

Rozah Gaut at Lucknow, 

Bhegum Barrcc with the Bazar, 

Garden of Bahara Mull,’* 


Copy of a Draught of a Coulnama, under the Seal of Mr. John Bridow, on the Part of the Com- 
pany and Englifl) Chiefs dated as above. 

The Nabob Afopli ul Dowlah Yaty a Khan Bahadre Huzzuber Jung has received from his 
Mother, on Account of the Patrimony of his Father, and appropriated to his own Ufc the Sum 
of 1 liirty Lacks of Rupees on Account* the prelent, and I'wenty-fix Lacks on Account of 
fornxT Debts in Specie, Goods, l^lephants, Camels, &c. ; and the Fara Khiuty (full Acquittal) 
whicii the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah gives to his Mother, is a Voucher, My Seal is affixed thereto, 
lb th.it it rnay be confidcred as an Ad of the Company and EngliHi Chiefs with rerped to the 
J. ghiers, Guiiges, Culladarrics, Gardens, the Mints of Owdc and Fyfabad, which the late blcfibl 
Nabob gave to the Bhegum; the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah will not moled her in the Pollenion tf 
them, but leave her in the free Enjoyment of them during her Lifetime, and £hc is to colled what- 
ever may appear due from the Jaghiers, through her own People. The Englilh Chiefs are CU'i' 
untees for the Oblcivance of thefe Articles : No One (hall moled her when the Bhegum 
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on a Pilgrimage : No Perfon (hall obfirucl orhim’cr her ; and the Blicgum is fok Millrcfs of !u-r 
own People; No One (hall make any Demand on her ^nuchs or Women-, (he is ac Inkrty to 
zt\ as Ihc pleafes with refpeft to the n. 

“ When the Bhegum goes on her Pilgrimage ihe may leave the Charge of the ja^h ers, &c. to 
whomlbcvcr (lie pleafes i the Englilh Chiefs are Guarantees of this (<j). 

“ Lift of the jaghiers, See. exaiftly the fame as that in N" i.” 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they IhoiiKl next proceed to 
read again a PaiFage in Mr. Haltings’s Defence at the Bar of the Iloiifc ot Commons, 
by which he would lead the Houfe to believe, that the Bhow Begum had no Rcilon to 
diftrurt the Good Faith and Pun6\uality of the Nabob her Son; and thcrefoic that (he 
afted out of perfonal Enmity to him, in rcfufing to deliver up the Treafures. 

Read, the following Hxtrad from the Manufciipt Defence, Page ^13. 

“ However willing his_ Excellency inay have been 10 grant AllTgiimcnts for the Liquidation nt 
his Debt, he was never fcrupuloiis of infringing tlicm, when pielicd by other impoiiunatcCio- 
(Jitors; but has frequently granted Tuncaws upon Aumils, wliofe Revenue, to its utmull 
Amount, he well knew had been previoudy alfigncd over to the Company (/-)." 

Read, alfo, from the Manufciipt Defence, Page 2 1 7. 

“ The moft rigorous Means were adoptcti, and even Threats of Military Execution reforted 
to, in the Time of the late Refident, Mr, Brillow, in the Year 1776, to exart the Payment then 
made by the Begum-, nor would any foftcr Methods have availed, as (lie declared “ (he would 
“ looncr throw her Trcaftircs and Jewels into tlic River, than aiivance the Nabob a (ingle Rupee.” 
Her Jewels, Cloaths, and Houlchold Utenfils were permitted to be taken, in Default of ready 
Money Payments, and converted to the Company’s Ufe, by publick Aurtion in Cakiitra, withoui 
any Difapprobation having been (Ignified by the Council General, cither of the Principle on which 
the Claim had bexm made on the Begum, or the Mode ot enlorcing it (c).” 


The Managers for the Commons obfcrvccl, they had now conduflcd the Houfe to 
the Treaty and Guarantee of Mr. Brillow, relative to the Treal’ures; and Hated, that 
a Difpute afterwards arofe between the Nabob and Iiis Motlicr, refpetding Come Part 
of the Goods : I'hat thofc ((oods, which confifted of Fdephants and Military Stoics, 
vvcie not in the Zenana ; and therdore, though the Naliob, in the Couric of the 
Difjmte, admitted that every Thing in the Zenana belonged to the Begum, he alFeitcd 
that thefe Goods were the Property of the State. 

The Managers for the Commons further Hated, that Mr. HaHings, in his Defence, 
where he quotes Mr. BriHow’s Letter on this Subjed, Hates this Difpute about the 
Property not in the Zenana, as if it had been a Difpute about the Whole of the 
Properly ; whereas it was cxprelsly Hipulatcd by the I’rcaty juH read, that Part ot the 
TJiiity I.acks (hould be paid in Goods; and they flioulil next proceed therefore to 
prove, that the Complaint then was of that Treaty not being abided by. 

The Witnefs produced Book 78, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations, 29th 
November 1775 to 8th January 1776." 

Read, the following Extraft of a Letter from Mr. BriHow to the Board, dated 30th 
Nov. 1775, beginning at Page 362 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, the i8th December 177;. 
“ At a Council ; Prefenr, 

“ The Honourable Warren I ladings, Governor General, Prefidcnt ; 
Lieutenant General John Llaveiing, 

'i'hc Honourable George Monlon, 

Richard Barwell,Tp.,- 
Philip Francis, S'" 


juircs. 


“ Refperting the Treaty with the Begum, I have had many Letters from Iier, complaining of 
Its not being abided by, and that the Nabob does her great Injullice in dil'imting her Right to 
Efferts, which (he wants to deliver to him ; but he ad'erts them to be his Piopcrty, as they were 
under the Charge of his Confuma, and only depofited in one o( the Buildings adjoining to the 
Begum’s Palace. He fays, he acknowledges her Right to any 'Piling in Trult with her own Scr- 


S'’rrct Dtpl. 


(^) Vide Appendix, N®X. (/») Vide fupr.^ P. 413. I-inE* 18 from the Beginning of the Defence. 

(c) Vide fupis, P. 4 i 4 t 
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vants, but all other RfFedls belong to him. I have hitherto been unable to fatisfy the Kabo^\ or 
the Begum ; but as the Treaty cannot be^force * without the Begum pays ilic Itipula^cvl Su.n 
1 informed her of this Circumftance, ancfm.ill advife her, in a Letter I purpofe writing To-ni')hc* 
tocompleat her Engagements to the Nabob, all to the Value of the Lffeds in Difpuce, the Rr-hc 
to which may be hereafter icctled •, and as thc7 only amount to about Two Lacks and a Half of 
Rupees, it is not an Objeft to Rop her fulfilling her Agreements in other Refpects. I find it ^ 
(iiflicult Point to plcalc the B<‘gumi for flie lias, through the Whole of this Ncgociation, alilrtcj 
that flic placed entire Confidence in the Fnglidi, by whom alone (lie was induced to promilc.' 
tliel'hirty Lacks of Rupees i and now ihc thinks herfelf ill-treated, in having the Idemiiy ot 
her Property dirpuied.’* 

The Counfel for the Defendant requefted the Remainder of the Paragraph might 
be read. 

The Houfc informed the Managers for tlic Commons, and the Counfel for the De- 
fendant, that the Rule was, for either Side to read what they confidered as material to 
be communicated to the Houfc at the Time; and that the Whole of the Inftiumcnt 
or Pajier produced, as far as related to the Charge, would be printed in an Appendix. 

Read, the Remainder of the above Paragraph, as follows : 

She allb complains heavily of the Troops left to guard the Town, putting Reftriflions upon 
IiCT Servants, and prohibiting them from the fame Liberty as the other Inhabitant-?. 1 interceded 
with his Excellency to forbid any Violence from f being ufed to her, or any of her Dependants; 
and he accordingly iffued Orders to this Purport. In regard to the Difpute about the Eftc(!'L, I 
muR enrjuire more particularly, as his Excellency’s Officers may be in the Wrong; but 1 know 
allb, by the Behaviour of the Begum’s Eunuchs and ^Servanl5 while I was at Fyzabad, that they 
were inclined to procraRinate the Payment upon any frivolous Pretence that occurred.” 

The Witnefs produced Book loi, intituled, Bengal Secret Coufultations, ijtli 
January to nth March 177G/' 

Read, the following Extradl, beginning at Page 71 of the fime Book. 

“ Fort William, 25th January 1776. 

Copy of a Letter from the Begum, Mother of the Nabob Afuf ul Uowlah, addrelfcd to 

Mr. BriRow, 

“ I have received your agreeable Letter, and perfeftly underftand the Contents. Some 'Pime 
ago the Affair in C^eRion was fettled in your Prelence for 30 Lacks of Rupees. The Goods 
which I delivered lor Appraifemenc were taken Poffeffion of and carried away. It is not I who in- 
terrupt this Bufinefs, but Afuf ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn. I am lo far from wilhing the Con- 
tinuance of this Difpute, that I am very dcfirous it Ihould be fpcedily accommodated ; but Aloph 
ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn do not defire to have it adjufted. I now enclofe you an Inventory 
of the Prices of the Broad Cloth, Elephants, and Camels which I delivered in your Prcfencc, by 
which you will be made acquainted with the Value of the fcveral Articles ; whatever Balance re- 
mains (hall be paid. You afk me, fince the Acceffion of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, what ill 
1 'reatment or Difgracc I have experienced from him. Alas, that you (hould be Rill ignorant of it! 
God forbid that even my Enemy (hould fuffer lb much DifiTace. Murteza Cawn Rationed a Bat- 
talion ot Sepoys at my Door, and lent me Word, that it I would quietly deliver the Sum, it was 
well, other will* he would prevent any Piovifions being brought me, and take it. This is not 
all the Difgracc 1 have fuffeied. Whatever he fays is a Law. You were not a Witnefs of the late 
blelTcd Nabob’s Mulnud, and without having leen it, you can form no Idea of what Kind ot a 
Ruler he was. You came at an unfcafonable Tin.e and law it. J j'tfoph ul Dowla on the Mujnni 
the late blejjcd Nabob went with him, 

“ 'Phere never was an InRance in the World of a Son exercifing fuch Oppreffion on his own 
Mother, as to fend his Servants to diftrefs and atHi£l her. Rdlcft maturely that no fuch inftance 
ever occurred in former Timc>. I have alieady written you what Afoph ul Dowla has done to 
his own Mother, and that I am ready to give up my Life without PYar. Whatever he wilhes let 
him do. 

“ 1 have written the real Value of the fevcral Articles, in the LiR which I have fent you, with- 
out the leaR Variation, Did I wiffi to procraRinate this Affair, I fhould have written that the 
Goods which were feized and carried off amounted to Eleven Lacks of Rupees ; but I do not wi.lj 
to delay it, and have therefore written down the real Value I fent it to you. Deduft this, nna 
whatever Ballance appears ffiall be made good in other Goods, China Ware, and Bullock^. 
Guards arc Rationed over my Goods ; caufc thefe to he removed, that a Price may be let qh them, 
and the Ballance made good. You h.ive repeatedly written me that the Coulnama is incfll- 
cacious. 

You 
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“ You *cre a Party in this Afl=air; and took from me the Sum of Fifty-fix Lacks of . 
If you W. 1 I caufc the F.fty-fix Lacks to be rcftored to me. then the Coulnama will nof be b nd‘ 
ing. And do not you then take any Part m the Affair ; then let Afoph ul Do«Ja and 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they fliould next proceed to read a Letter 
from the Bhow Begum to the Governor General and Council, on the lame Sub- 
je6l. 

Read the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 21ft December lyyr, from 
Book 78, already delivered m. beginning at Page 43 1 of the fame Book. 

I' ort William, the 21(1 of December, 1771:. 

“ At a Council i Prefenr, ^ ^ ^ 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, rrcfulcnt. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

The Honourable George Monfon. 


Richard Barwell, 
Philip Francis, 


ilf ’} 


net De^)tl 

lull May. 


« EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 2 ilt December 1775. 

^/f** lays before the Bo.ird the following Letter from Bow Bemim. 

Mother of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, received by her Servant Coja Shagoon Ally Cawn. ° 

« From the Baboo Begham, Mother of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla: Rcceiycd the 20th 

December 1775, 

A Splice of Time has elapfed fince I have had the Pleafurc of a Letter from you 
during which I have been continually on the Rack of Expedhtion. I formerly lent you a 1 « 
tcrexprefllve of myFriendlhip. through the Channel of Mr. Briltow. towha h Ln not y 
been favoured with an Anfwcr : I do not impute this to Unkindnel's but luppole that you nev“ 
received that Letter. How firall I reprelcnt you my tliftrcisful Situation ! My Grief is without 
Bounds, and my Life a Burthen to me. Since the Deccalc of the late blcffed Nabob, I have bid 
f JP P and with a broken Heart given myfrlf up to Sorrow. I cannot 

bear the Reflcftion of my own melancholy Situation— how can I reprclent it to oiliers > My 
mendng^m”*^^^" to bleed afrefh every Inllant, and Fortune le-ems to take Delight in tor- 

‘‘ As my Son the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla is entirely unexperienced in the Affairs of tlie World 
and Ignorant of what IS good or bad, Murtezza Cawn h.as taken Advantage of his In. xianence 
J'S^fghts to frivolous Amulements, and h.as taken on himfelf Use entire Management 
M c if Government, appointing his Brethren Foujedars in all the dilicrent 
5 S took from me, the Firft Time, Thirteen Lacks 

of the Dues to the Englilh Chiefs, giving me a wntien Jengnge- 
Mif t us Sum in the Space of a Month. The Second 'I'.me he lint S.il.ir Junn “iij 

Ids DeSsmTl’*^ 'if “ i;»l,wting, that he was in Want of Money tod.fdiargc 

Th- 1 -r- ' ^ ^^■•‘''cred Seven Lacks of Rupees, with Jewels. The 

hircl lime he came to me himlelf, and informed me of the Importunity of the iMi-rlilb Chiefs 

M.S Mrk'T'T** ■ 'iV W"’ "r C..„, 

ivcred him Six Lacks of Rupees in Specie, together with Jewels. He »ave me a written En 
Wment, and promifed on Oath, that all thefc Sums Ihould bc^ repaid me. Som- Time afterw uds’ 
my Son fent Mr. Bri^fiow to me for further Sums. Mr. Brillow wrote me many 1 rtters, .lefirmg 

fiincT^ went to the Nabob, and (oon afterwards came to my Houle, accompanied by Sdlar 

‘■r’ ’“f “'“S' “ ■' ' ””“W S«.n. W„.S 

hi’ ^ Tl* ' witlihold iTovifions from me, and take the Monty 1 

at he would even beat my People, and fend Men into my Houfc to plunder wluitevcr they lound 

in fhl Anfwer, ‘ Do whatever is in your Power.’ As Mr. Brillow was concerned 

menr nf an Agreement under that Gentleman’s Seal, on the Pay- 

Sen r L^r f thirty Lacks it was agreed that 

fewll, I m and Camels, and the Remainder in Wic and 

dua«nn concluding that, as Mr. Brifiow was a Party in the Affair, itwouldbccon- 

w in a proper Manner-, but they valued the Goods which they took at a Eourtli Part 
neir intrmfic ' Worth— how then could I make good the Sum ? The Amount of thefcvcral 


{a) Vide Appendix, N' XI. 

5 u 
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Sums taken from me by the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, in Specie, Jewels, and Goods, is Fifty. 
Lacks of l^ui)ces. 

Me formerly gave into my PofTtffioifi for the Difeharge of the Monies due to me, the Mahals 
of Ackberporc, &c, but after a fevrUays tpok them from me again, 

“ My Son and Murtezza Cawn font me Word, that 1 had written to, and received many Let. 
ters from, Mr. Haflings j that I now faw of what EfTcd they were— Ibch ironical Anl'v^crs did 
they fend me. 1 did fome Time ago write you a Letter, but mentioned therein nothing to the Dif. 
advantage of my Son — this you well know. Let me have a Letter in Anfwer from you, and 
write to the Englifli Chiefs to afford me their Affiftance and Support, and communicate tome the 
Subltance of fuch Letters, that I may apply to them in Confequcnce, 

Murtezza Cawn is ftriving with all his Might for the Ruin of this antient Family, which he 
wifhes utterly to dedroy. If it is your Pleafurc that the Mother of the late bleffed Nabob, mylclf, and 
his other Women, and Infant Children, (liould be reduced to a State of Diflionour and Diffrcfs, we 
muft fiihmiti but if, on the contrary, you call to Mind the Fricndlhip of the late bleffed Nabob, 
you will exert youriclf fo efi'edlually in Favour of us, who are helplcfs, as to remove Murtezza Cawn. 
He is the Author of all the Evil. I h^ve no Dlfplcafure againft the Nabob yVfoph ul Dowlah— Ice 
him be Mailer of his own Affairs. If you do not approve of my remaining at FyzabaJ, fend a 
Perfon here in your Name, to remove the Mother of the late Nabob, mylVlf, and about Two thou- 
fand other Women and Children of tlie faid bleffed Nabob’s, together with the Women of the 
Nabob Durban ul Mulck, and thofe of Sufdar Jung, from this City, that we may rciide with 
Honour and Reputation in Ibmc other IMacc — we cannot even exift here. Whatever Remedy oc- 
curs to your Wiiilom, let it be applied without Delay, for we are now brought to the very Brink of 
Dilbonour. In the Nabob’s Lil'c-time he was poffeffed of no more than the Tingle Soubah, and the 
Dues of the Englida Chiefs were paid out of the Revenues of if, as alfo the Expenccs of his Army, 
and liis own. At prelent, that tlie Soubah is incrcaled to Three Times its former Extent, what 
becomes of the Revenue ? No one thinks of making this Enquiry *, but Sums are continually taken 
from us helplels Women. Murtezza Cawn poffcffes the idle Authority in the Nabob’s Family, 
and his Brethren are Fougedars over all the Provinces, the Revenues of which they embezzle and 
diffipate, 

Murtezza Cawn and Mr. Briflow, as foon as they had taken 30 Lacks of Rupees from nif, 
went to Lucknow, from whence Murtezza Cawn Tent Word, that my People were not to be ad- 
mitted into thiC Keilah ; in conTcqucnccof which they have been prohibited going there, nor arc any 
of my Idlings futTcred to be brought out. Murtezza Cawn has alfo fent Word, that the Things 
which his People took from me arc the Property of the Sirkar; that they muft not be confideredas 
Part of the 30 Lacks of Rupees, but fent to the Nabob. — A Guard has been placed on my 
Goods. 

“ I one Day font fome Copper Furniture to be fold in the Buzar, but the Guard would not 
fuffer them to pafs. I lay frequently, Take the Copper Utenfils at their 'Value, as a Part of 
the Eleven Lacks of Rupees •, but no one will attend to me : In a Word, I am reduced to the 
molt aftonilBing Dillrefs. For the Sake of God, and of your Prophet, relieve me from my Mif- 
fortunes. It is written in the Coulnama, “ I have taken 56 Lacks of Rupees on Account of my 
“ Inheritance.” I fent word, that others had a Right to Part of the Inheritance. Murtezza Cawn 
replied, I have taken tlie Inheritance of all. — I have now given you a Detail of every Cir- 
cumftance. I fend to your Prefence Mahomed Shagoon Ally Cawn, an FAinuch, who is poffefied 
of my Confidence. For further Particulars I muft refer you to him. 

I inclofc for your Inlpe.lion Copies of the Coulnamas in my PoffcITion, under the Seals of 
Mr. Briflow, the Nabob Afoph ul Duwlah, .and Muitezza Cawn. 

“ I went to the Nabob, when the Hour of his Death approached, and afkcd him to whofe 
Charge he left me ? He replied, ‘‘ Apply to Mr. Haflings whenever you have Occalion fur AHiil* 

ance*, he will befriend you when I am no more, and will comply with whatever you nvay defirc 
“ of him.” I'he Kccolledion of the long Fricndfliip which lubfillcd between you has induced me 
to write you fo particularly. 

In the Cuulnama given by Mr. Biillow and the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, it is written, that 
it is agreed ly Lacks ut Rupees out of the 30 fliall be in Specie, and 11 Lacks in Goods, kk- 
phants, and Camels. I accordingly paid the 19 Lacks in Specie and Jewels; and, with relpcd to 
the Goods, Elephants, and Camels, which I delivered on Account of the u Lack^ of Rupees, 
the Nabob Alupli ul Dowlah and Murtezzah Cawn have fent Word that they are the Property ot 
the Sirkar, and will not be allowed a Part of the 1 1 Lacks of Rupees. I wrote a full Account of 
thefe Circumftances to Mr. Brillow; who r(;turned me for Anfwer, at the DcTirc of Murtezza 
Cawn*, that thofe Goods, Elephants, and Camels, arc the Property of the Sirkar. I returned an 
Anfwer to Mr. Brillow, in which I faid, From whence fliould I procure them ? all that I pofTcfs 
is by the Bounty of the late bleffed Nabob: Nobody will pay Attention to this, but they are bent 
at all Events to diflionour me ; they have again (ent People to difgrace and force Money froni 
oic. I have all along placed my Reliance on you. Should the Anfwer to this Letter be dela)cJ, 
my Affairs will be ruined, and I fliall fuffer the grcatcll Difgrace: Let me be fpeedily favoured 
with a facisfadtory Anfwer, for which 1 am very anxious* The Aft'air before mentioned was lettkd 
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on Condicion of my paying 30 Lacks of Rupees: I accordingly paid 19 Lacks in Specie and 
Tcwcls, and gave Goods, Elephants, and Camels to the Value of 1 1 Lacks. When an Account of 
the Price of the fcvcral Goods was making, Murtezza Cawn^^^t Word to have them brought without 
Valuation, which was accordingly done : I fent Word of this to Mr. Brillow, laying, “ Is this the 
“ Method ofobferving Engagements?** He replied, “ 1 am told by the Nabob and others, that 
“ the Goods you have delivered arc the Property of the Sirkar.*’ No One will pay Attention to 
what 1 fay. Afoph ul Dowlah and Murtezza Cavvn have again fent People to me to demand i r 
Lacks of Rupees — where (hall I procure this Money ? I am opprefled beyond Mealure. Favour 
jr)'c with a Letter to Mr. Briftow to the following Purport, that One Company may be iLuioncd as 
a Guard at myHoufe to prevent my being oppiefrcd -, write allb to the Englifli Chiefs here, that 
whenever I have a Mind I may begin my Journey to Kcrbelah, and that no One is to obitrud or 
hinder me. When I am delivered from the Burtiun of thele Misfojtunes, I will proceed to you. 
Should 1 be tired with remaining here, I will go to Benares or Azimabad, and (lay there for fome 
Time, or will proceed to you: Be fo kind as to write on this Subjed to the Englilh Chiefs licrc, 
and dired, that whenever I chufe to fel off for Benares or Azimabad, they are to fupply me with 
an Efcort to condud me thither in Safety, d'he late blcflcd Nabob called you his Brother and 
mine too. Exert yourfelf fo cffedually in Favour of us helplds Women, that Murtezza Cawn 
may be difplaced, and Mahomed Elich Cawn and Mahomed Buflieer Cawn be rcflorcd to the Of- 
fices they held in this Soubah in the Life-time of the late blelTed Nabob, by them the Revenues 
will be colleded *, and whatever Sums arc due to the Englilli Chiefs, I will caufe to be paid out 
of the Revenues: This I will Itridly perform. I am induced to reprefent all thefc Matters to you, 
folely from my Regard to the Profperity of this Family. Do you ad in fuch a Manner as to lecure 
tlic Profperity of this Family, by which your Name will be tianl'mittcd with Honour to the lateft 
l^ofteriiy, for having preferved your Friendfliip to the late Nabob beyond the Grave. Murtezza 
Cawn is fo far from wiftiing well to this Family, that he is defirous ot its Deftrudion, that he may 
raife himfelf on its Ruin : He is in Fad at prefent poffeUdl of abfolute Dominion. 

‘‘ You have doubtlefs learnt the Tranfadions of this Part from the News-papers. I have written 
nothing but the Truth : For the reft, you arc the Maftcr, to ad as you think moll pioper. Favour 
me with an immediate Anfwer to this Letter.** 

“ 'FheKnclofures mentioned above are the fame as thofe tranfmitted by Mr. Briftow, and have 
been already tranflated, and fent in to the Council. 

“ Agreed, that it lie for Confideration. 

Warren Haftings. 


J. Cl.ivcring, 
Geo. Monlon. 
Rklv’ Barwell. 
P. Francis.** 


Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, That Mr. Haflings In his Defence 
aflerts he was always a Friend to the Nabob’s Right to reclaim tlie Treafures. 
They flioukl therefore next proceed to Ihew, that he rclillcd the Whole of the Nabob's 
Claim to the Treafure, and aflerted the Right of the Begums : For which Purpofe 
they dcfircd the Minute of the Council, upon the Receipt of this Letter, to be read. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired the Whole of this Minute might be read. 

Read, the following Rxtraft of a Confultation of the 3d of January 1776, from 
the lame Book, Page 466, 


Fort William, the jcl of January 1776. 

“ At a Council *, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Philip Francis Elquire. 

^ [“ Hc-confidered the Letter from Bow Begum, Mother of the Nabob Aloph ul Dowlah, re- 
corded in Confultation the 21ft of laft Month. 

This Letter having been circulated with the following Note, the Opinions entered after the 
Note were returned. 


“ The Governor General requefts, that the Members of the Board will be plcafcd to confidcr 
this Letter, and to deliver their Sentiments upon if, to enable him to write an Anfwer', the 
Perfon who brought it being very impatient to obtain one, and having refufed a lloufe which the 
Governor had offered him to live in, preferring to remain in his Budjerow, that he might be in 
Keadinefs to return with the Anfwer. 

(Signed) J. P. Auriol, Scc^** 


“ I (hould 


Secret Dept. 
Wtdiu fday . 


Minutcf on 

Baboo Br 
guru'* L tlti . 
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John Claverinfy, 
George Monfon, 

P. Fraiicis.*’ 

•Sic in Orig. a I fliould have been better pleafcil on fiich a SiibjeA to have concurred in the Rcfolution ♦ wlih 
the other Members of the Board might have thought it proper to pafs, in confcquence of 
prelcnt Kemonftrance, than to offer my feparate Opinion upon it, in the Uncertainty whether ic 
would be adopted. All my prefent Wi(h is, that the Orders of the Board i:^ay be fuch us may 
obviate or remove the Difcredit which the Knglilh Name may fuffer, by the Exereik even the 
public Appearance of Oppreflion, on a Perfon of the Beghum’s Rank, Charadter, and hex 
the Nabob ehofen to have made Ufe of the Means with which his own i^ower alone fupplial 
him, to cxadl Money f rom the Beghum his Mother, this Government would have wanted a Pre- 
text to interfere in her Behalf j but as the Reprefentativc of our Government has become an Agent 
in this Bufinefs, and has pledged the Honour and Faith of the Company for the pundlual Oblcrv- 
ance of the Conditions under which it was concluded, we have a Right to interfere, and Juftice dc- 
mands it, if it (hall appear that thefe Engagements have been violated, and an Injury offered to 
the Beghum under the Cover of the Authority by which they were C( ntrafted. 

‘‘ I am therefore of Opinion, and I recommend that a Letter be written by the Board to Mr. 
Briftow, commanding him to remonllrate to the Nabob ag.iinft the Seizure of the (ioods as his 
own oiiginal Property, which he icccived from his Mother in Payment of the Eleven Lacks ftipu- 
lated to be Id made : do infill on the Nabob’s receiving them in Payment; and that he either 
admit of tlie Valuation which flic has put upon them, or that he allow them to be appraifed by 
Perfons appointed for that Purpofe by both Parties. And that Mr. Briftow be further ordered to 
requell, and, ifncceffary, to infill, in the Name of this Government, that the Nabob do grant 
Eermillion to the Beghum to repair to, and relide within, any Part which flie may chute ot the 
Company’s Territories. 

If tiulc Fropolitions are approved, it will be neceffary to give other Orders for the Accom- 
modation of the Beghum in any Place which Ihe may chufe for her future Refidence ; and thefe may 
be conveyed in the Name of the Board, by Mr. Brillow, either to Mr. Francis Fowke, or to the 
Chief of Patna, as it would be impioper to notify to cither the Intentions of the Board, on a Point 
of i'uch Delicacy, until it was finally determined. 

(Signed) Warren llaftings.”]^ 

§ (“ 1 think the Nabob fliould be Informed of the Reprefentation which the Beghum has made to 

this (Jovernmenr, and aCopy of her Letter fent to him. I join with the Governor General in 
thinking that the CjoocIs which the Beghum has delivered fhould be appraifed, and whatever 
“ their Value may appear to be, under Eleven Lacks, which the Beghum engaged to pay, Ihe 
“ ought to be made acquainted with the Difference*, for it was on the full Accomplilhment of her 
Promife that Mr. Brillow’s Guarantee was to have its Effcft. Provided that the Beghum bede- 
firous of withdrawing her Perfon within thefe Provinces, and the Nabob do confent to it, I think 
every Aflurance ofProtedlion Ihould be granted to her, and a proper Place provided for her 
“ Refidence ; but I cannot confent that the Company’s Authority Ihould be employed in placing 
both ElichCawn and Bufheer Cawn in their former Offices, agieeably to the Beghum’s Requellj 
becaufethe Nabob, confidcring them as his mortal Enemies, would never be prevailed on to 
acquiefee in'their Return, from the Certainty that his Removal from the Mufnud, and probably 
« his Death, would be tlie certain Conlequcncc ot inch an Event. 

‘‘ (Signed) John Clavcring.” 

The Beghum’s Letter fliould be fent to the Nabob and Mr. Brillow, .as it contains a Charge 
“ againlt them, and a Breach of Faith in this Government, in the Conduct of the Kefident, which 
“ it will be necefftry for him to obviate. She fhould be informed of the Sums of Money thelare 
Nabob owed this Government by Treaty, for Services performed, and which were not liqtfulattd 
« at his Death ; that Ihc received the Advantages of the Rohillah Conquell, the Plunder of thofc 
‘‘ Countries being depofited with her; as flie lucceeded, therefore, to all the Nabob’s Wealth, it 
is jult flie fliould dilcharge the Demands due for thofe Services by which flic is the principal 
(Gainer. 

The Vizier’s Eftate has not been divided according to the ufual Cuflom of Mahomedan 
“ Princes. The prefent Difputc turns upion the Value of Goods, Elephants, and CameU: I do not 
“ conceive, according to ftrnfl Juftice, thefe Effefts to be the Beghum’s Property, as I undcrllanu 
Women can only claim a Right only to what is within the Zenana ; but if it be a Condition 
made by the Nabob with his Mother, that lie fhould take thefe Things in Part of Payment or 
** the 'rhirty Lacks, the Value of them fhould be alcertained by Arbitration. 

If the Beghum has an Inclination to retire within thefe Provinces, (he may be received, the Na- 

bob’s Confent being obtained, and it being underftood- that fhc is not to cxpc£t any Suppo^^ 

° " * a tronr 


“ I Ihould be glad to know the Governor General’s Sentiments on it, 

. « (Signed) 

W 
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tt from Government We have no Right to infift that the Nabob (bould reftore Elich Cawn and 
« Btifhecr Cawn : Such an Application from us would be ji^y offcnrive to him. 

Geo. Monfon.’* 

« The Board have already approved of Mr. Briftow’s Conduft in ncgociating tl.c late Agree- 
“ meat between the Begum and the Nabob. Until fhc has fulfilled her Part of it, ihe has no Claim 
“ to the Company's Protedion, Before we determine whether Ihc has been ill-treitcd or nor, we 
“ outfit to hear the Nabob's Reply to the Charges contained in her Letter •, for this Purpok-, and 
tha° he may be able to jud;:c from whofe Advice they originate, a Copy of itlbould be communi- 
cated to him. With refped to the Property of the Etfects in Q^icltiun, I am incliiK\l to thinks 
with Colonel Monfon, that Women can claim a Right only to what is within the Zcnaiu. 1 he 
Property being determined, the Value, if difjnitcd, may be Icttled by Arbitration or [uiblick Sale. 

“ I cannot conceive that (he has the le.ift Right to interfere in the Nabob's Govcmmeni ; in a Coun- 
o try where Women are not allowed a ficc Agency in the molt trifling domeltic Afi'aiis, it leems ex- 
o traordinary that tins Lady (lioulJ prefume to talk of appointing Minillers, ami governing King- 
“ doms. U}X)n the Whole, I Icok upon the Letter bctoie us not as of l.er wilting, who probably 
cannot read, but as the Compofuion of Ibme of her Servants, perhaps of the Eunuch who brings 
o it. With refped to receiving her into the Provinces, 1 Ihall have no Objedion to it, provided ilic 
“ can obtain tiic Nabob's ConleriC; without that ibc can have no Right to remove the immenfe 
Wealth ihc poffefles, or even her own Perfon, out of his Dominions. 

“ (Signed) P. iMancis.” 

“ Agreed, That Mr. Biiftow be dcfired to recommend it to the Nabob, that the Goods taken 
‘‘ by him from the Begum be appraifed, by fuch Perfons appointed to value them as ihall be agrec- 
“ able to both Parties, 

“ And rciblved, That a Retreat fhall be granted by this Government to th • Uegum, it ihc an 
“ obiain the Confent ol the Nabob to her retiring into thelc Provinces. 

Rcfolved alfo, I'hat as foon as her Engagements with the Nabob, to which Mr. Biillow is a 
‘‘ Party, Ihall be fulfilled on her Part, * this Government this Government will think ihcmlclvcs ^sicmOrly, 
bound to proted her againll any further Demand or Muleftation. 

“ The Governor General. I cliflent to the Second Refolution •, becaufe I think, by being made 
Guarantees to the Engagements between the Nabob and the Begum, we have a Right to leniuie 
“ his Confenttoher Removal from his Dominions *, as we can have no other Security tor the taithlul 
“ Performance of thole Engagements, and it may not be in tlic Power ot the Begum to make a 
“ Second Application to this Board, after the Notilkation ot this to the Nabob in which Cale, we 
“ Ihall not have it in our Power to afford her Protedion, not knowing that Ihc is injured." 

“ Mr. Francis, I think that Mr. Bnllow fhould be ordered to oblerve the Conducl: of the 
Nabob and his Minillcr to the Beghum, and to allure her ot his Ikadincfs to interpole in her 
“ Behalf, if fhc Ihould at any d ime hereaher have Rcafun to complain ot ill d're.ument we have 
“ no Right to fuppole, that the Nabob will violate an Engagement guaranteed by this Govcrnincnr, 

“ as long as our prelent Influence at his Court continues ; at prelciu there is no Appcar.mce or Like* 

“ lihood of its diminilhing *, if, however, any injurious Attempt fliould be made againlt tlic Hegluim, 

“ alter Ihc has tiflfilled her Pait of the Agreement, I ihall be inclined to give her a Retreat in the 
“ Provinces at all Events. I do not think that, in the prefent Circumflanccs, we fhould be jultihcd 
“ in doing it now." 

“ Agreed, 'I'hai Orders be fciu to Mr. Brillow agreeable to the Terms of the above Minute. 

“ Rcfolved, 1 hat a ( opy of the Beghum’s Letter be Lnt to Mr. Brillow, with Orders lor him 
“ to communicate the Contents of it perlbnally to the Nabob only. 

“ The Governor General. It appears fo confonanc to the PrincLles of Arid Juilire, to afford 
“ thofe who are accufed, the Means of vindicating themfclves, that I fhall requeft tlie Board's Per- 
“ miflion to wave, at thisdhme, entering the Objedion which I have to this Rciolution, as it w'lll 
be nccclfary to explain my Sentiments very fully upon it. I approve of the Rciolution, and 
“ Ihould recommend it for communicating the Beghum’s Letter to Mr. Bnltow, I dilapprove of 
its being made known, cither to the Nabob or to Murtezza Cawn.” 

“ Mr, Francis. Having obferved, in the Begum’s Letter, a Paffage apparently refleding on 
“ Mr. Briftow’s Cluuadcr and Condud, and charging him dircdly with having lent a Mellage to her 
“ in his own Name, that he would Hop her Provifions, beat her Servants, and fend People to 
plunder the Zenana, I beg Leave to lay before the Board a literal Tranftaiion ot the whole Palfage, 

“ as I think it differs materially from the firft.” 

** Signed at the End, 

Warren Haflings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monlun, 

Rich*^ Harwell, 

P. Francis.”) (a) ♦ § 


T 


(a) Vid<; Appendix, N® XU. 
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The Managers for the Commons dated, that it would appear afterwards, and they 
fliould (hew, that the Board wei^peifcdly fatisfied with Mr. Briftow's Conduft, But, 
they would firft read Three Pallages from Mr. Haftings's Defence at the Bar of 
the iloufe of Commons. 

Read, the following Extraft from the Manufeript Defence of Mr. Haftings, P. 220. 

“ I'he rreafurcs ftie poirt/ied,” Mr. Briftow faid, were the Treafures of the Sure, as (he had 
“ not fucceahd to them by any Irg.d d ’itk the Nabob was, therefore, ftriftly juftified in dc- 
manding them; and if there was any 'fhing in the whole Proceeding, which did not accord with 
ihc Sentiments of People in general, it was the Part we officioufly took to prevent the Nabob’s re- 
covering the Whole of his PatfimonMl Ellatc from thofe who fraudulently withheld it from 
him [a)'' 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from Page 222 of the fame. 

“ It is not true that the Begums were left in Charge of the late Nabob’s Treafures, or other 
valuable Effects, for the Purpofes fet forth in the Charge, of maintaining his Offspring and De- 
pendants (the old ikguin, the Mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out of the C^ieltion), 
having liad no Preknfs entriilled to her Care; but ll)c became poflefled of them in her Capacity 
of I'ruftce and I'realurer of the deceafed, who, for fome d'ime before his 13 eath, depofited the 

Surplus of h's Revennes with the Bow Begum, to provide againft an Emergency.” Hence the 
Whole of his Property, of what Sort feaever, was in her Cultody at the Time of his Death, but 
ftill as a De[)olit, though from the Hands of his Mother; for they were the Rights of the Stare, 
whicli (he luvl in Chaige. But I muft repeat, that 1 dilapprove and ftill condemn the Interference 
of our Refidcnt, becaule wc had no Concern in it, and our Credit fuffered in the Opinions of 
Mankind, from the natural Dilgufl which would be excited by a Contention between a Son and 
Ins Mother, and by our Appeal ance as InceiKliarics, inftcad of Conciliators, in it 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from Page 225 of the fame. 

“ I he Ikard approved the Ratification.” The Board, I have faid, approved of it, and I was 
a Membci of tlie Board, but I was an inefficient Member of it; the Whole of this Tranfaction 
having pafl'cd under the Order and Guidance of the Majority of the Board, which excluded me 
from any Sliarc in their equally in fuch as I approved, and in fuch as I difapproved. It 
will appear fiom the preceding Realoning, that 1 approved of the Nabob’s Aflcrcion of his own 
Right to reclaim the Treafures of his Inheritance (r).” 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 100, intituled, ‘‘ Bengal Secret Confultations, 
ifl Apiil to 20th May 1776.” 

Read, the following Extrafl, beginning Page 579 of the fame Book. 


rort VYiJliam, 13th May 1776. 
‘‘ At a Confultation ; Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Prefidcnt; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The 1 lonourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, aiuH,.,. . 

’ >rdquir 


uircs. 


Philip Francis, 

“ Rcfolvcd, That the tollowing Reply be written to Mr. Briftow 


“ To Mr. Briftow. 

Sir, 

“ ,\Vc have received your Letters of the 30th pad and id inftant. 

Wc conclude that you will be apprilcd of the Begum’s ultimate RcfoUition with refpeft to 
the Payment of the Balance of her Account with the Vizier, before this Letter reaches you; and 
that you will cither have recovered the Amount, or received her pcrcmptoiy Kefufal to pay it. 
Wc do not difapprovc of your accepting of the Vizier’s Transfer of that Debt to the Company, 
but as It IS highly improper to make them the Inftrument of alTcrting his Pretenfions on any his 
Subjeas, not in open Rebellion againft him, and more particularly in enforcing difputcd Claims on 
his Mother, wc dirciSf, that if Ihc fliall not have difeharged the Affignment, or freely confented to 
pay It, when you receive this Letter, you will immediately return it to the Vizier, and leave it to 
him to adjurt the Account with the Begum, accepting at the fame Time any Part that fhc may be 
willing to pay you on Account (d). 


“ Fort William, ijth May 1776. 

f 

(«) ViJe fupra, P. 414, Line 59. 

{i) Vnle liipia, P. 414, Paiagraph 3. 


[ At the End ] 

We arc, &c.” 


(4 ) Vide fupra, P. 414, Line 6 from the Bottom. 

(d) Vide Appendix, XIII. 

Then 




( 45 * ) 

JuI'’“.othsTp“l=F'I^7“6/ ®“'‘ Council. .o,h 

Read, the following Extraft, beginning at Page 460 of the fame Book. 

“ Port William, nth Auguft 1-76 
. „ “ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident ; 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Richard Barwcll, . 

Philip Francs, } Enquires. 

Colonel Monfon indifpolcd. 

“ Rcfolvcd, that the following Letter be written to Mr, Briftow, 


“ Sir, 


To Mr, John Briftow, Rcftdent at the Vizier’s Court, 


We have received the Letter you addrefled to us on the , 7th and 29th ultimo, ^ 

“ We confent to your accepting the Offers which you acquaint us the Begum has made to you 
for the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees aff.gncd by tl^ Nabob to the Company rbmwuh 

If fn"h P Company’s Right to reclaim from the Nabob himlclfllhc Amouiu 

ot fuch art as (he rnay refufe to dilchargc (hall not be impaired thereby. And we ftiiaiy caution 

bob Tnd ht Morher"® differences which may anfe between the Na- 


“ Fort William, 12th Auguft 1776. 


“ We are, &c, 

(Signed) (a). 


ConM.a.ions, .j.h 

Read, the following Extrad, beginning at Page 2 1 1 of the fame Book,. 

“ Fort Willian-i, the 7th February 1776. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, ^ '' 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwcll, 7 . 

Philip Francis, J Efquircs, 

“ Reprefentation made by Mr. Briftow to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. 

“ I have already prefented for your Excellency’s Infpcaion Copy of a Letter addreffed to 
rtcGovgnor, by her Excellency .he Begum, the Conitn,, „f which jou do»b.leb ,r,;u n 1 “ 

»n<i Du,, ,n ihe Begum iii Brnfir^e ,o 
^ery other Confidcration, it is incumbent on me to give you, in Writini? the Particular-: of tl>. 
Orders which I have received from the .Governor Ld Council, I thif Sub ec'^S 
cleanly comprehend them, and that there may he no Poffibility of your lofing the MeLry of 

a‘‘ Rejpcaing the Goods and EffeAs which the Begum may have given, or may give on 

on an Apprrifcmcnt'^Lde'’h f m the Coulnam®, that they bcLeivcd 

MAthoH ^ w ohoien for that Purpole. I recommend this 

,4 accommodating the Matter to your Excellency. 

wi hSour aToSio^ torefidcin the Company’s Territories, fiiould this meet 

and -^PP^^^V®” and Confent, the Governor and Council will undoubtedly aarec thereto 

Scl Sir i- -i” -0 to Kank. Thil .Ec Gomnu 

CoulnS fbnf T; *hc Begum has fulfilled the Conditions of the 

no One aerrtawi m on account of Money, and 

Th?FnalT r ^ CouInamS, will, in any Manner, obftruft or molcll her. 

^ he Enghfli Company arc the Guarantees of this. 

and to recommend the Re-eftabli(hmcnt of Mahomed Ellich Khan, 

anfwerrd^ ^ B Buflicc Khan, m their forfher Appointments ; the Governor and Council have 

come thpm Excellency is the Matter of your own Government, and that it does not be- 

come them to make fuch a Recommendation to you 


S.-rrrt Dept, 
WcduciJay. 


* Sic in Orig. 


Read, 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" XIV. 


(i) Vide Appendix, N“ XV. 



secret Dept. 
Monday* 


Ml . 


• Sic in Oi igi 


5r'crct rrpt. 
MoikI.j}'. 


Mr. Biiilow 
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Read, the following Extraft, (mi Book 38, already deUvered in, beginning at 

Page 4.4.6, of the fame Book. ^ u a a .r 

» <c Fort William, 12th Auguft 1776. 

“ At a Council; Prefenr, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftini^s, Governor General, Prcfident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Xiclurd Barwcll,) 

Philip hraneis, 3 
Colonel M onion mdifpofed. 

Read, the following Letter from Mr, Briftow. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, jt iji-t' h 

“ In ronlcinicnce ot the Intormation I pave the Honourable Board, I attended his txccllency 
to this I’lice to obtain Ihiyment of the Money due from the Begum, and a final Adjuftment of 
iKr Accounts I he Vizier claimed Nine Lacks Sixty-three thouland nine hundred and fixty-fix 
Rupees • but the lieoum admitted only of Three Lacks Sixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and 
fcventv iix Rupees, .Seven Annas, and Nine Pies ; the Particulars of which are explained in the 
ciiclohd Account (N" i.). Neither Party would at firll relinquilh their Claim, and I appre- 
IiendeJ a Sculemeiit would not have been effeaed ; but his Excellency, after two or three Inter- 
views with the Iknum, Ihcwed a great Inclination to come to an Adjuftment upon almoft any 
'Id ms- .iikI I, the Day before Yellerday, attended him to her Palace, when he agreed to take \he 
ipecilic’suni of I ive l.acks. I le let olf immediately after for Lucknow, and left with me an 
Aaiuiiiaiiff, of wliidi the cncloled is a Copy (N^ 2). On the Vizier’s Departure, the Begum 
ol>|c u-d 10 the l-’ayincntof the Whole in Money, and wanted me to accept three Lacks in Goods, 
winch 1 declined ; and infornied her, if it was not perfeftly agreeable to her to comply with the 
Vizier’s Dialt, I fliould not urge her to it, contrary to her Inclination. She afterwards gave up 
the Point of tlie (uxids, upon Condition that fhe had Time granted her to provide the Money in. 

“ The I’criotls (lie fixed were as follows, viz. 

In Two Days — — — — — 100,000 

In Twelve Days — — — — — 100,000 

In Six Monthly Kills, at 50,000 Rupets per Kill, — joo;ooo 


Owd Sicca Rupcc,s — — — — 500,000 

“ I faki, I could not agicc to thefc Terms without the S.an(ftion of the Honourable Board; 
but offered to receive wliauwer Sums fhe would pay me, until their Approbation fhould .arrive. 
'I'o afford the 1 lonourable Boar^l further Information on this Subjed, 1 herewith do myfelf the 
Plealurc to eiiclole the Copy of the Bepiim’s laft Letter to me (N“ 3). Lieutenant Grant will flay 
at this Place to receive the Two firll Payments, all together amounting to Two Lacks of Rupees. 

“ The Clotli was ilie only Article in the Account on which the Begum laid any great Strefs ; 
but by her uwn ConfcHion it was much worm-eaten and damaged, fo that by what I iinderllood it 
could nor he fold at a l il th of what it was valued *. 

“ 1 he Begum in her Arguments principally urged the late Minifter’s having agreed to accept 
Eleven Lacks of the flipulareJ Sum in Goods, a Circumftance I well remember, though not men- 
tioned in the I’reaty and under this Pretence ibe offered all the Cloths and Plunder taken in the 
Rohllla Campaign in Part Payment, at a molt exorbitant Rate. I, for my Part, have been very 
cautious in laying any Thing to induce cither the Vizier or Begum to adopt my Opinions in the Set- 
tlement that has taken Place, but to let them ad entirely from themfclves. 

“ Fyzabad, • “ I have the Honour, &c. 

lyth July 1776. (Signed) John Briftow, 

Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court (<»).” 

Read alfo, the following ExtracI: from the fame Book, Page 254. 

“ Fort William, zzd July 177^* 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

Pliilip Francis lifquire. 

Colonel Monibn and Mr. Harwell indifpofed. 

“ Rcfolvcd, That the follow'ing Reply be fent to Mr. Briftow. 

“ To Mr. John Briftow, Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ Wc Iiave received your Letter of the ythinftant. You.inform us, that you arc preparing to 
proceed to Fy cab.id to procure an Interview with the Begum, to perfuade her to the Payment ot the 
B.vlancc due to the Nabob. 


*« By 


(a) Vide Appendix, XVI. 
6 ' 
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“ By going to Fyzabad to vific the Begum, you have exceeded our Intentions : However, as we 
fiippole that Step is now taken, we can only exprcl's our Ho^ that your Conference with her was 
comiuded in Terms of Amity and Refped to her. If your P^pofal to the Begum for liquidating 
her Accounts with the Nabob Ihould not have fuccccdcd, we dired you to defift from any further 
Aoplication to her on that Account. 

“ Fort William, We are, See. («)” 

the 2 2d July 1776. 


Read, the following Extraifl of a Confultation of the 23CI September 1776, front 
Book 39, already delivered in, beginning at I’age 32 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 23d September 1776. 
At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren I ladings. Governor General, Prefident. 

Ricliartl Rarwell, 1 • 

Philip I ranci,., 

General Clavering indilpolcd. 

“ Received the following Letters from Mr. Driftow* 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I addreffed the Honourable Board on the 9ih, loih, and nth inftants, and am now to ac- 
knowledge their Letter of the 22d Ult^ 

“ In going to Fyzabad to procure an Interview with the Begum, I had no Intention to inter- 
fere between her and the Vizier. I only went to be prefent when any Settlement might take place, 
without which the Begum never would have been farisfied, as (he looked upon the Guarantee of 
the Company as her Security. My Rule ot ConduLt at Fyzabad not having cxceeiled this Line, 
nnd as the Five Lacks were on the Company’s Accounr, 1 hope the Honourable Board will, for 
ihdc Reaf jns, approve the Event ot this Negociation. 

(Signed at the End) 

Lucknow, John Bridow, 

iSih Augud 1776. Uefident at the Court of Ouded* 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would next read Two fliort Paf- 
fages to fliew, that the Board, upon Enquiry, found, there was no real Cuufe of 
Complaint againft Mr. Briftow. 

Read, the following KxtracT of a Confultation of the 7th February 1776, from 
Book 101, already delivered in, beginning at Page 221 of the fame Book. 


Fort William, the 7th February 1776. 
“ At a Council *, Prefent, 

‘‘ The Honourable Warren Hadings, Governor General, Prefident; 
Lieutenant General John Claveiing, 

The 1 lonourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, 1 * 

Philip rrancis, j ^ 


Agreed, that the following Reply be written to Mr, Bridow. 

Sir, 

“ We have received your Letters of the 25th and 26th ult, 

“ It was not from any Impredion whicli the Complaints contained in the Begum’s Letter had 
made upon our Sentiments, that we took Notice of that particular Pait which might be condrued 
to relate to you, but merely to obtain from you a particular Explanation of the Circumdances 
alluded to, which we have now received. 

We are, &c. (i)” 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 30th December 1776, from 
Book 39, already delivered in, beginning at Page 786 of the fame Book. 

‘‘ Fort William, the 30th December 1776. 

‘‘ At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Governor General, Prefident, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Richard Barwell, T tv • 

Miilip Francis, > 

“ The Board approve of Mr. Brtftow’s Conduft on Occafion of the DifTcrcnce between the 
Nabob and thcBhcgum his Mother (r).’ ^ 


f") Vide Appendix, N‘ XVU. (i) Vide Appendix, N" XVllI. (f) Vide Appendix, N" XIX. 

5 Y The 


Secret Dept, 
WednOday, 


Monday. 
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The Witncfs produced Book 40, intituled, “ Bengal Letters received, 20th March 
1776 to 6th January 1777" ^ 

Read, the following Extra£l: of a General Letter from the Governor General and 
Council at Bengal to the Court of Directors, beginning at Page 329 of the fame 
Book. 

“ l ort William, i2tli September 1776. General Letter. Secret Department. Received per 

Syren, 2^:h April 1777. Signed, Warren Mailings, J. Clavering, Rich" Barwcll, P. Francis. 

“ To the Court of Directors. 

“ The N.ibob has, at Length, agreed to fign a full Acquittal for the Thirty Lacks of Rupees 
which his iVh'thf r had engaged to advance him, on her promifing to pay him, in ready Money, 
hive J . irks inib ad of Nine, which he cl, rimed as the Balance due on that Account. He has aliigncj 
thele five t.acks to the Company in Part Payment of his Debts.” 

The Managers for the Commons dated, they had now laid before the Houfe 
the Whole of the Difjmtc relative to the Goods offered in lieu of the Eleven Lacks, 
upon which Dil'putc lb much Strefs was laid by Mr. I ladings, in his Defence j and that 
they had thouglit it the more necellary to drew, what the Proceedings of the Board and 
ofMr. Bildow were upon the Occafion, becaufe the Conduid ofbothwas quoted by the 
Delciidant, as a Precedent and Jultiticaiion for the Proceedings againd the Begums in 
tlie ^'eals 1781 and 1782. 

1 hey fur ther datetl, they fliould next proceed to prove, that after this Difpute had 
been amicably terminated, there was a final Keleafe executed, both upon the Part of 
the Nabob, and by Mr. Bridow. That the Papers were put together in a confufed 
Manner upon the Records of the Company j and it might appear that the Extrard 
now about to be read was only a Repetition of the before mentioned Treaty} but, in 
Fact, it was a final Releafc and Difcharge, under the joint Seals of the Nabob and 
Mr. Bridow. 


Srerr t pt. 
i iuiiUUy. 


Then the Witncfs produced Bock 26, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 29th 
rebruai'y to 2/,th July 1780.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 22d June 1780, beginning 
at Page 522 of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the 22d June 1780. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General. 


Philip Francis, ),,,. . 
lulward Whcler, 

Lieutenant General Sir Lyre Coote abfent on Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 


“ Appendix to Confultation, the azd June 1780. 


“ Tranflate. 

“ Copy of an Engagement under the Seal of the Nabob AlTuph ul Dowlah Bchadre, and of Mr. 
John Bridow, with his Signature in Englilh, dated the 28th of Jcmmadal Owal in the Year of 
the Hidgrcc 1190. 


“ I AfTuph ul Dowlah Bchadre have, on the 19th of Shabaun, in the Year 1189 Hidgree, ac- 
cording to my Agreement, received the Sum of Thirty Lacks of Rupees, for the prefcnt Year 
Twenty- fix Lacks of Rupees, on account of my old Debt, confiding of the following Articles; 
Ready Money and Goods, Jewels, Elephants, and Camels, Src. which have been fettled with the 
Begum, my Mother, through the Mediation of the Heads of the Chiefs of the Englilh, as my In- 
heritance from the late Nabob Sujahul Dowlah, my Father, and have paflwi an Acquittance, in 
full of all Demands, to the Begum my Mother, on account of her jagheers, Gunges, Kullcdarrys 
(or Meat Markets), Gardens, Mints of Qwd and Fyzabad, &c. which the late Nabob in his Life 
gave to her. According to this, i agree and give in Writing, that agreeable to the aforementioned 
Engagement, 1 have myfclf received the full Amount of this Claim in ready Money and Goods from 
the Begum my Mother. I have now no Demand whatever upon my Mother ; and on no Account 
will I oppofethe Begum’s PolTeflion of the Jagheers, &c. belonging to her, which arc included in 
the Engagement, and fpecified in the particular Lill ; and I engage in this God, Mohamud, arid 
the Englilh Chiefs. I have wrote thele Lines as a Receipt and Acquittance, which fhall be 
force now, and, if Occafion requires, be made ufc of (a)." 


(*) Vide Appendix, N“ XX. 


The 
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The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they had now concluded 
the Head of Evidence which related to the Rightl^f the Bhow Begum, the Mother of 
Afoph ul Dowlaj and defired the Houfe to obferve, that thefc Rights had never been 
impeached by the Nabob, or any Body clfe ; on the contrary, they had been ad- 
mitted to her as far as the Jaghires, and the Treafurcs within the Zenana j and tlut 
they had been particularly upheld and fupported by Mr. Hadings. 

They fhould next proceed, therefore, to fubmit to the Houfe, Evidence of the Rights 
of the Elder Begum, the Grandmother of Afoph ul Dowla, and her Trealurcs ; and to bring 
before the Houfe the Treaties of 1778, in which thofe Rights were confirmed by the 
Nabob, and guaranteed by the Company ; Firft obferving, as a Circumflance mate- 
rially to be attended to, that the Women and Children dated to be in tlie leder Palace, 
or Khourd Mahal, were virtually included in thefc Negociations, and in the final 
Treaty and Guarantee. 


The Witnefs produced Book 76, intituled “ Bengal Secret Council, 8th January to 
13th March 1778.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 9th of February 1778, beginning 
at Page 427 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, 9th February 1778. 
“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Mailings, Governor General, Prcfident. 


Richard Barwell, q 
Philip Francis, 
and 

Edward Wheler, 


> Efquires. 


“ Read the following Letters from Mr. Middleton. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ The Honourable Board laving been long ago informed of an Intention which the Mother of 
the late Vizier had formed of proceeding on a Pilgrimage to Mecca, and carrying with her the Re- 
mains of her deceafed Son, Ihe was prevailed upon by the Nabob Afllif-ul-Dowia, to fufpend for a 
Time the Execution of this Defign, but would not conlent to rclinquifh it •, and flic has lately re- 
newed it, feemingly with a firm Kefolution to profccutc it. 

“ When I was with the Nabob at Bahrach, he mentioned the Circumflance to me, with an Ap- 
pearance of great Concern, and told me how exceedingly anxious he was to difluade the Begum 
from fo ralh a Defign j but doubted the Power of his own Influence to efl'eft it, unlcfs I would alfo 
unite my Endeavours and pcrfonal Entreaties. laflTurcd his Excellency that 1 Ihould be willing, on 
all Occafions, to afford him my AlTiftance in forwarding any Wilh of his, which might be confiff- 
entwith his own Honour and Reputation, and in no refpciff incompatible with the Duties of my 
Station j and as 1 was clearly of (jpinion that he ought to endeavour, by every fair and amicable 
means, to prevent the Begum’s abandoning his Dominions, I very readily promifed him my Influ- 
ence, as far as it could be properly exerted, to effedt it. I confefs, however, I had then little Ex- 
pcdlation that his Excellency would ever really have occafion to call upon me for the Performance 
of this Promife, as the repeated Proofs I had had of the Caprice and Inconftancy of the Begum’s 
Dirpofition, led me to pay little or no Regard to thofe Declarations, which I Tuppofe were calcu- 
lated merely to carry fome particular Point with the Nabob, who (he is fcnfible is exceedingly avcife 
to her avowed Defign ; but the Contents of a Letter which the Miniftcr received a few Days ago 
from the Widow of the late Shuja-ul-Dowla, in which Ihe carneftly entreats him to prevail upon me 
to vifit Fyzabad immediately, and other corroborating Circumftanccs, have inclined me to believe 
the Begum is now ferious in her Declarations: Incompliance, therefore, with the Nabob’s Willies, 
and his Mother’s Solicitations, I thought it my Duty to proceed immediately to Fyzabad, and to 
ofc my Endeavours, as far as I can confiftently with the Line of my Duty, to influence the Begum 
to relinquilh a Defign which, from her Age and Infirmities, Ihe cannot enter upon with any proba- 
ble Chance of accomplifliing it. 

“ I arrived at this Place To-day ; but as yet I have not had an Opportunity of converfing with the 
Begum upon the Subjeflof hcrintendeil Expedition. As foon as I have that Honour, the Board 
fliall be duly informed of the Rcfult » in the mean Fime, I hope for the Honour of their Approbation 
of the Steps 1 have taken in this Bufinefs. 

“ I have, &c. 

” Fayzabad, 15th January (Signed) ' N. Middleton, 

1778. Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“The Honourable Board will have been Informed, from my Addrefs of the 15th inflant, of 
the Occafion and Objedlof my Journey to Fayzabad •, I mufl: now beg leave to trouble them with 


Secret Dt’pt. 
Monday. 


15th Jan. 


a^lh Jan. 
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the Subdanreof il^c Converfations v^hicli have pafTecI between the old Begum and myfelf on the 
Subjed or hrr iriteiuled Pilgrimage to K^lulla. 

“ My fnd Vilii having l)cen entirely trcuicatcd to Ceremony and Form, and the Begum having 
continued iiitlilporal lor lome Days, no Subjeds ot Bufinels were difculdd until Yellerday, when 
I was conc^’ned to find ih.it rny Suf|)icions ofthe Reality of hcrDefign were but too well grounded. 
.She was iniircly prepired lor the Journey, had taken a final Leave ot the late Vizier’s Family, and 
had appointed the 24th inllant for her Departure from Fayzabad. Upon my refpeflfully reprefent- 
jng to her the Dijliciihies .-nd Inconvenicncies which llie mull: inevitably encounter in the Execu- 
tion of this Piirpole ; the Danpeis llu* would l>eexp(>fed to in palling through Countries involved in 
d ioublcs ', her r)wn Ina' iliry, 1 10m her Age and Inlirmities, to encounter tliefe DifBcuItks-, and 
above all, the MisfuiC'..ne and irretrievable L.ol's wi.ith her wiihdriwing herfelf from thefe I*ro- 
vinces would be to her d.ceakd Son’s numerous f amily, wliii h, in its prefent Infant State, required 
liiat teiuh r Care aiul i\iff iition die alone, fiom her known Wildom and Jsxperiencc, and Coiuern 
Ii 111 Omi' for Ikt * WtK.ire, could be relied upon to give them : She obicrved, that her prefent Puipolc was 
not of mod' rii buciuion, but had been her deiei mined Object tor many Years paltj even bclore 
the Death ot lier late \bzicr Ihe had it in Contemplation, and was irrevocably bent upon putting it 
imo Execution 'riirtc Years agrj, had die not been prevented by the Sicknefs and Death of her 
Son: I’hat fince that unlortum.ie livent, her Mind liad been conllanily direc^led lo the Care and 
I'.ducation of the young Family, vviuJi llie thought (he could not with IVopriety leave, until they 
were in loine Mealiirein a Situation to make their own Way in the World. All this was but the 
i^iebee to a Nin.iiive (A her o\m Gtit v oices and Compl.iiius againd the Nabob, whofe Deport- 
ment lowaids ii'T, liis I 'amily and Rtd.. lions in general, 1 cannot but admit is very exceptionable, 
i'lie 1 liads (d the ICjrumS Compla-iits .ire ti.ele : 

bull, 1 hat the N.ibob Adlit ul D oaI.i had deprived her of the Allowance which had been 
ellabl,f]i(' 1 by the la e N'lzier, lor tlie Maintenance ol the Family of her dcceafcd Hulband, 
and had ulumed the Jaghyis ami iMnolumcnts ol all her Servants and immediate Dependants. 

Sf'.ondly, That his Lxcc llency b.ad made no luitable Piovifion for the late Vizier’s Wonaen 
and Ciiildien now at I'.ivzabad : I h.ic th.e Education of the Childien had been entiredy ne^decled, 
and their .Situation wlndly unatteiuicd to: And, 

‘‘ 'I'hirdly, 'The Nabob lufllred Ins I’avouiites to infringe her Rights, to infult his Relations, 
and the ancient Dcpcii bints of the Ibuivly *, an 1 lo far bum alfurding her Redi els in any of her Com- 
plaints againll ihele People, fhe had Kealon to believe he had connived at, and fccretly encoura<Tcd 
Inch Coruluid. 'I'licde C'aules of Complaint, although they w’cre not the Origin of her preleiuDe- 
fign, Ihe cunfdlFl had induc 'd her to fix an earlier Period tor her Departure than flie Ihould have 
otiu rwilc done ; but that (he would confent, at my F'jureaty, to remain I'wo or Three Months longer 
at Fayzabad, if I wotdJ eng.ige, on my Part, that the Ihould not be fubjec't to fuch Infulis and Mor- 
tifications whicli Ihe had heretofore experienced •, and that I would heartily unite with her and the 
young Begum, in fettling the Nabob’s domcllic Allairs in a firm and permanent Manner, and fixing 
a ccrt.iiii Provifion lor i!.e Support of the Women and Children of her deccafed Son, and her 
own Relations, lo (hat the Honour and Credit of her Family might be preferved inviolate, I alTured 
the Begum, there was nothing flie could.poinbly alk of me, tending to promote the Dignity and Re- 
putation ol her illullrious Family, which I would not molt checrlully accede tO; that I would with 
Pie dure exert all my Infiuence witli the Nabob to remove thofc Caules of Complaint which had 
hithc 1 U) exillcd *, and 1 did not doubt but I llaould be able to prevail upon his Excellency to redrebs 
hciTirievances, and to attend to the diUrdk d Situation of her Family. She replied, (he had expe- 
lienccd too many I lools ot the N.ibub\ Infidelity, and his total Diliegard ot every moral Obligation, 
Co place tile Imtiiklt l^ependance upon lih Piomifcs y Ihe thcretorc cxj)efted that whiitever Afifur- 
ances I might make her, and whatever Agreements might take place between us, (houlu be wholly 
in my own Behalf, and nutlubjcct to the Flealureot the Nabob, whom Ihe did not doubt would be 
ready enougli to make Prufdlions,' but without the mold diltant Itlca of adhering to them. I rc- 
quelled the Begum would do me the ibwour to give me in Writing the Subllance of her lixpcda- 
tions and the Services Ihe required of me, that I might duly weigh them in my own Mind, and 
candidly inform her kuw tar it would be in my Powci to comply with them •, which (lie promifed 
to do I o morrow, when 1 ihall do mjlclf the I lonour to addrels the Board again upon theSubjeft. 
In the mean time, I think it necefiary to allure the Honourable Board, that as lar as I have yet been 
able to letrn, [think the Begum’s Claims are very moderate and jult, and fuch as it would be na- 
tural to luppofc the Nabob cannot in Decency lefuie. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ Fayzabad, 25th January (^‘gned; N. Middleton, 

* ^78* Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court.” 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I had the 1 lonour to addrels you under Date the 25th inftant, acquainting you with thcSubftance 
ot the Converlations which h.id palfed between the Old Begum and myleV on the Subjeft of her 
propoled ExiK'duion to Korbulku I now do my fdf ihe Plealurc to forward you a Tranflate of a 
nimg the i.is paleiucd to me, containing her leveral Kcquifitions and Claims, which flic expecL 
lhail be compiled wuh and guaranteed to her by the Company ; fo that it may not be in the 

Power 
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Power of the Nabob at his Plcafure to annul any of the Conditions, or deviate from any of the 
I'rovifions therein fpecified. That the Honourable Boar^ay be clearly informed of the Nature 
and Propriety of the Begum's Expeflations, I have fu^ined fliort explanatory Obfervations 
to each leparatc Article; and if the Honourable Board ihall be pleafed to confulcr them after in 
the Light it appears to me, I hope to be favoured with their Permiflion to fanftify the Agreement 
in the Manner the Begum requires, in my Publick Charaacr, I have referred the Sublet to the 
Nabob for his Confideration and Approval ; but I have little Expedation tliat he will of his own 
Accord acquiefee in the Begum’s Propofitions, however moderate and reafonable they may appear ; 
and if he Ihould, his Aficnt alone, without the Ratification and Guarantee of the I'inolilh will 
not be accepted as any kind of Security by the Begum. If however his Excellency approves of 
thefe Propofitions, and gives them the Sandion of his Signature, I apprehend there will be no 
l.npropriety in my becoming a Surety for their Performance, in which Cafe, the direft Interpofi- 
tion of the Honourable Board will not be necefftry but if, on the contraiy, he lliould rt fule his 
O.ncurrcnce, I beg I.eave, with humble SuBmilfion, to fugged the Nccclfity of an immediate 
Exertion of their Influence to fecure the Begum, whatever they may be plealed to conlider her 
undifputcd Rights ; when I doubt not I (liould be able to prevail upon her to relinquilh her De- 
fign of a Pilgrimage to Korbiilla altogether, though Ihe at prefent declares her Intention of pro- 
fecuting it at the Expiration of Two or Three Months, even ailmitting her Reqiiifitions arc com- 
plied with.^^ Indeed I have great Rpfon to believe Ihe has no Icrious Intention ot undertaking fo 
arduous a Talk, and that her View is only to withdraw herfelf from thefe Dominions, where the 
Treatment of her Grancifon feems to have rendered her Refidence dilgulting and irkfomc to her, 
and to accept of an honourable Retreat, which 1 am informed has been olTered lier, for herfelf 
and Family, both by the King and Nudjiff Cawn. I am the more confirmed in this Belief, from 
her extraordinary Partiality to a young Man, who Ihe has bred up from a Child, and adopted 
as her Son, and who fhe means (hall inherit the Refidue of whatever (he may be pofrcfTcd of, 
after deduffing from it what Ihe may confider an adequate Provifion for her own Family, and 
immediate Dependants ; which Intention fhe thinks Ihe cannot lo well execute m this Country, 
as the Vizier, no doubt, confiders himfclf the legal Heir to her Property, and if unrefl rained* 

1 am certain, would pay very little Attention to any previous Difpofiiion fhe might make of it. 

1 form this latter Opinion upon fome late Declaration which the Nabob has made, importing, that 
il the Begum was bent upon abandoning his Dominions, in Oppofition to his Will, it w^as his 
Determination that (lie Ihould not carry more with her than her Wearing Apparel. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ Fayzab.nd, (Signed) N. Middleton, 

27th January 1778. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” 

The Managers for the Commons dated, that tlie Paper next about to be read, was 
a Requifition lent to Mr. Middleton by the Mother of the late bhiijah nl Dowlali, and 
tranfmitted by him to the Board, with his Remarks upon each of the Articles contained 
in it. That it might not appear important at fiid ; but it was extremely material, to 
prove, that the bilder Begum had the Guarantee of the Englilh as well as the Younger 
Begum j which Circumltance, though exprefsly denied by the Defendant, they trulted 
they fliould make out to the Satisfadlion of the Houfe. 

Read, the following Extrail from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 450 
of the fame Book. 

“ Tranflation of a Paper prefented, by the Begum Suddur-ul Nifla, Mother of the late 

Shiijah-ul Dowlah, to Mr. Mitidleton. 

“ In Confideration of your having come here on my Account, I will protraft my Journey until 
the Norofe, (about Ten Weeks), on the following Conditions : 

“ Eirlt, That I be permitted, without any Interruption or Moleflation whatever, to remove the 
Remains of my dccealcd Son to any Place I may think proper; that 1 be allowed either to inter 
them here, or carry them with me to -j-Corbullah ; in fhort, that they fliall be at my Difpofal. It 

“ Remark — The Remains of the late Shujah-ul-Dowlah are at prefent lying at Fayzabad. I 
believe it is the Intention of the Begum to carry them to Dclhy, and to inter them with the 
Remains of her Hufbaiid, which were removed from hence to that Place. 

“ Secondly, That feparate and fufficient Jaydaads be given for the Support of the Khord Maul, 
and my late Son’s Children, fuitable to their Rank and Situation ; and that when the Children 
arrive at Ages of Maturity, I be permitted to enter into Treaties of Marriage for them, agreeable 
to my own Judgment and Difcretioii, and that a fuitable Allowance be made for the Fxpcnccs 
which may be incut red on the Occafion : That the Daughters who have been contradled may be 
fent to their intended Hufliands, or the Hufbands fent for to receive them ; and thofe remaining in 
the Maul who are in the fame Predicament, and not received by thole to whom they have been 
contrafted, be provided for ; and that for fuch as may not be joined in Wedlock during my 
Refidence here, it will be the Care of my Daughter Bow Begum to Ice done, as Opportunity may 
ofler. 

5Z 


“ Remark— 
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.. Rcmark-An Allowance of 12,800 Rupees per Month has been cftablilhed for the Women of 
.« • n- .vu 1 Mini md the late Nabob’s Children, which will be adequare to the Support ot the 
cSlmi ‘ and ’luch ot tlie Women #<from titeir Connedion with the Nabob, arc entitled to a 
Maintenance. '1 lie rell the Begum has conlented to releale from their Confinement. 

“ Thirdlv That for the Support of the Family and Dependants of the Nabob Sufdcr Jung, 
my late I lulband, who are all allied to me, the fame Allowances be now made that were fixed in the 

by the late Vizier for his Father’s Connexions and Dependants 
was about 17 000 Rup'-es per Month, exclufive of the Begum's own Jagheer. This Allowance has 
b< cn wiihhelVlfroin the I’tiiod ot Shujah-ul-Dowl.ih’s Death, and been difburfed from the Begum’s 


private Purlc. 

» I'ourihlv That all my own Dependants arc to remain under my exclufive Authority, and tin- 
controuh d bv ai y other Ih rlon -, that I (hall not be molefted m any Shape, if I fliould cither give 
them tlieir iJilmillion, or take them with me on my intended Journey. r . . . 

“ Rcni'ir! !)>' IicT o'vvn Dependants, (lie means the Relations and Connexions of her decealej 

Ilufh.uid.'Meer Hulfan Allee her adopted Son, and fuch other Perfons as immediately rely upon 
her lor Support. 

» Fifthly, That at the Period of tlieNorofe, I be permitted to proceed on my Journey, and that 
no Perloti wliatever (hall attempt to diduadc me from my Purpofc ■, and that, if they Ihould, I will 

not accede to any Inch Requert. rt,r>-in.i,rif 

» Remark— I Ins mean', nothing more, than that, at the Expiration of the Period (he has fixed for 

her RcfideiKe here, (lie ih.ill be at full Liberty to proceed out of the Provinces or not, as (he 
thinks proper ; and her Rclolution, 1 will venture to fay, will be entirely governed by the Ireatmcnt 
flic may receive in tlic Intctim fioin the Nabob, 


“ Sixthly, That you will protect and take Care of my Allowances and Purgunnahs, which upon 
my Icaviivuhis Place I (hall commit in charge to my Daughter Bhow Begum, with my own People; 
and in wfiatcvcr City or Town I may take up my Refidence, regular Remittances by Bill 
(hall be made to me, and all my People, and Mecr Huflain Ally Cawn (hall not be moleltcd or 


“ Ucmark— This Stipulation I apprehend is meant only to fecurc to herfclf and Afligns the 
Jagheers and F.muluments (he now holds, in cafe of her removing from the Provinces. Her 
own Jaojicer, wliicli is now in her own Polfellion, is about a Lack of Rupees per Annum ; be- 
fides which, (he claims a Purgunnah in the Soubah of Allahabad, which was granted her in Ul- 
ttimgaw by the King, a fliort l ime before his Departure for Dclliy, but never taken Charge of by 
her. She has produced the King’s Sunnuds to me, which are authentic -, but it feems extraor- 
ciin.iry (he (hould not have got Poflcffion of the Purgunnah in her Son’s Life-time-, and I made 
tliat Remark to her, which (lie anfwcred by faying, that whatever her late Son poireflcd (he looked 
upon anil comni.indcd as her own ; and that flic was no Sufterer by leaving the Purgunnah in his 
Charge — The Revenue is about a Lack of Rupees per Annum. 

“ Seventhly, The foregoing Conditions and Stipulations I fignify to you, and I truft to you to 
fee them (aithlully performed. The following arc the fpecifick Rights which I expeft to be con- 
firmed to me. 

“ ill. The Sayer Diuie.s of Khocla Gunge and Alice Gunge. 

“ ?.d. IJlrumgaw Rurgnnnah, Raury in the Soubah of Allchabad. 

3d. Vizier (lUnge, the Garden of Sipahdar Khan, and Makec Gunge. 

4ih. Monthly Allowances fixed by my late Son Shuja ul Dowlah, for the Family and Rela- 
tions ot Sutder Jung. 

“ 5ih. I’he Jagheers of the following Khojah Serais, given by my late Son, and refumed by 
the Nabob Aifut ul Dowlah. 

“ Muhrum Allee Cawn. 

“ Mahniud llltufaut. 

Mahmud bluireab. 

“ Mahmud Dannah. 

6ih. Monthly Allowances, as before, of the following Perfons. 

Mahmud Januvl, 

'Frumbuch Dofs. 

“ llawkeim Mahmud Huflain Cawn. 

Malony Mahmud Majied. 

Kemaik — I’hc Sayer Duties of Khocla Gunge, and Alla Gunge, arc at prefent in the Be- 
gum’s Colle^ lion ; but other Gunges, by the Nabob’s Authority, have been cflablifhed clofe to 
them, under the Aufpices of Rajah Bowanny Smg, and Hingem Cawn, his ICxcellcncy’s Elephant 
Driver, who havv' ul'ed fuch Means to people .and fupply their Gunges as have effcdlually depo- 
pulated the > by which Means Ihe has, for fome Time, been deprived of the Duties (he 

^ 6 before 
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before collefted. She requires that Bowanny Sing and Hingcin Cawn be compelled to remove their 
Gungfs. ^ 

On the Second Article I have already remarked, VizH^Gunge, which the Begum had always 
the Duties of, has l^cn depopulated in the fame Manner as the Two former Ones, "by the Eredion 
of another clofe to it. 

3d. The Garden of Sipahdar Cawn, and^Mahec Gunge, arc in the Begum’s Poirenionj but 
Depredations' arc conllantly made upon her Rights in the latter, which Ihe dcfircs may be pre- 
vented. 

‘‘ On the Fourth Head I have already remarked. 

“ 5th. The total Amount of thcle Jagheers, as they (land on the late Vizier’s Records, is about 
46,000 Rupees per Annum. Mod of them were refumed foon after the prefent Nabob came to 
the Mufnud, by the Advice of the late Minifter Mocktar ill Dowlab. 

‘‘ 6th. Thefc Allowances aic very inconfiderable, not all together exceeding 10,000 Rupees per 
Annum. 

“ Eighthly, The Sum of 30,000 Rupees on account of a Hotifc, &c. purchafed from Muhrum 
Ally Cawn, at Lucknow, be paid, the P.irticulars of which Purchaie are as follow: 

“ The Houfe, Stable, and the Kurhannahs. 

“ Two Houfes in Jawar Tully. 

“ Pcir Khan’s Forr, Garden, and the Village of Gudoora, and the Cuttera of Ruftumnagur. 

Remark — When the Nabc^b fixed his prinupal Refidence at I.ucknow, he took Pidfeirion of 
fevcral Houles and Gardens belonging to the Jkgum and her Depend.incs, wliich he agreed to pay 
for upon an equitable Valuation. The Suih of 30,000 Rupees was admitted by liis Excellency lor 
the Pofleflions of Muckrum Ally Cawn, but never paid. The Begum expedts that this Sum. (hall 
be reclaimed of the Nabob, or the Houles, &c. reltoicd. 

“ The fame Obfervations will apply to the'Fwo following Articles. 

Ninthly, The Houfes of Mahmud Illtafaut and Mahmud Janud, in Lucknow, to be paid for 
by the Nabob, or delivered up to their proper Owners. 

“ Tenthly, The Sum of 1,1 5,000 Rupees which the Nabob agreed to pay on Account of the Coll 
of Mute hy Bowan ; the Houfe of Jahub jee, the Fort of (loolfain, with the Ground and Ciarden, 
the Barra Dewarry, on the Banks ot the Gompty, the Bazar, Garden, and Houfe of Rajah Mahanar- 
rain, the Houfe of Benny Pufbur, all in the i'own ot Lucknow, and for which the Nabob Afl'uf ul 
Dowlah promifed to pay at the E'.xpiration of Two Months, but Two Years are now clapfed, with- 
out having performed his Engagement. 

“ Fyzabad, (Signed) N. Middleton, 

27th January 1778. Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 9th March 1778, beginning 
at Page 624 of the fame Book. 

« Fort William, 9th March 1778. 

“ At a Council-, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haltings Efciuire, Governor General, Prefidenti 
Richard Barwcll, 1 
Philip h’rancis, >Efquircs. 

Edward Wilder, J 

“ Honourable Sir, and Sits, 

“ I am fofry to acquaint the Honourable Board, that I have not been fucccfsfiil in my Appli- 
cations to the Nabob in Behalf of the Begum. He has pofitively refufed to come to any imme- 
diate Determination upon any one of the I'cvcral Points I have (ubmitted to him •, anfwering me 
only in general I'crms, that it is his Intention to vifit Fayzabad on his Return from his Hunting 
Party, when he will requeft my perfonal AfTiftance in accommodating all Matters of Difputc be- 
tween him and the Begums. In the mean l ime, he intreats me to take cveiy Means in my Power 
to prevail upon the old Begum to furpend the Execution of her Purpoie, until he (hall have had 
an Interview with her ; and to accomplilh this Objed, he even autliorifes me to make her fuch 
AlVuranccs on his and my own Behalf, and"* in my Judgment (liall feem reafonable and juft. 

It is needlel's for me to remark upon the Ambiguity of this Reply, or the indefinite Terms 
in which his Authority to me is conceived. The Begum’s Requifitions were laid before him in the 
Form I received them, clearly and fpccifically noticed; fo that it required only that he (hould 
have given me his Sentiments upon them, and have informed me how far he wifhed me to engage 
his Compliance; but inftead of this, he contents himfelf with defiring me to uli every concilia- 
ting Argument I can with the Begum, to diffuadc her from her Purpofe, while he denies me the 
only Means by which he knew it could be effeded, and by his Condud, in Fad, ftrengthens and 
confirms her Refolutlon. I have acquainted the Begum with the Subftance of the Nabob’s Reply 
to my Letters, which (he is by no Means faiisficd with; and, indeed, I am myfelf convinced 
there is very little Faith to be placed on the foregoing Aflurance ; but flic has, at my earneft 
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Reaueft an.i from a firm Reliance on the Juftice wd Equity of the Honourable Board, con- 
Kequcit, .n foume, until I m^ be favoured with your Sentiments and Decifion upon 

Sifa riw «.h as to jpofflblc, a. an, conM-Wn Way 

rn d perhaps raife Doubts in the Begum’s Breaft as to the Part the Honourable Board would 
2 in^ha Affairs, and induce her, at all Events, to take her Departure before your Decifion 

reaches me. „ j 


“ Fayzabad, ad February I 77 ^- 


(Signed) 


N. Middleton, 


it Ppf* at the ViTier’s Cnurf ** 


« I hld^the Plcafure’to addrefs you Yefterday ; and having clofed the Subjeft of the old Be- 
gum’s Complaints and Requifitions. it is necefiary I fhould now trouble you with thofe of the 

Bow Begum, who has, through me, demanded the Protcftion of our Government, and us In- 

fluence to reflorc and confirm her Rights. c i.- a. c i a <r • 

» On my Arrival here, (he addreffed a long Letter to me on the Subieft of Iier Affairs, cover- 

inrr the ordinal 'Freaty which had been entered into between her and the Nabob, and guaranteed 
bv°my Prcdcceffor on the Part of the Honourable Company ; Copies of all which I have now the 
Honour to lay before you, together with a particular Account of the Begum s Icvcral Claims and 

Requifitions, with my own Obfervations on each Article. j u . „ r' 

‘‘ As moft of theie Claims are cxprefsly .admitted in the Treaty, and guaranteed by the Rcfi- 
dent, I apprehend by publick Authority, I did not fuppofe the Nabob would have hefuated to com- 
ply with them : I therefore thought it unneceffary to take up the Attention of the Honourable 
Board with a Matter which had before been fo particularly difcuffed and fettled, and which, after 
fuch folcmn Engagements on the Part of the Nabob, they would hardly expeft could at this Time 
become a Subjedt of Uifputc. His Excellency has, however, declined Compliance with them. 

•' “I have, &c. 

.. Fayzatad, 3d February .778. [Slencd at the End) N Middlmn 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, That having read Mr. Middleton’s Account 
from Fyzabad, of tlie Complaints of the elder Begum, they fliould next proceed to (hew 
the Opinion of the Council upon hearing thofe Complaints j and it was material to 
obferve, that Mr. Haftings, at this Time, had, in EifeCf, the whole Government in 
his own Hands. 

The Witriefs prmluccd Book 77, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 23d March 
to 21ft May 177S.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 23d March 1778. 

“ Fort William, the 23d March 1778* 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident •, 

Richard Harwell, 1 
Philip Francis, > Efquires. 

Edward Whcler, J 

“ Reconfidered the Letters from Mr. Middleton, dated the 25th and 27th January, recorded 
in Confultation the 9th February ; and of the 2d and 3d February, recorded in Confultation the 
9th March. 

“ Rclblvcd, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Middleton. 


« Sir, 

“ We have duly confidcrcd your Letters of the 25th and 27th January, 2d and 3d February, 
on the Subject of the Complaints and Requifitions of the Old Begum and Bow Begum. 

“ We can have no Rignt to interfere between the Vizir and his Relations or Subjects, for the 
Redrefs of any Grievances which they may fuftain from h:rn, except by Reinonftiance, or in 
Cafes that we Iball deem of a Nature fo grofs and enormous as to call a Reproach on the Com- 
pany, and to involve and affeft the Dignity of the Britiflr Name, by withdrawing ourfclves from 
fuch a dilhonourablc Conncdlion ; Wc muft therefore decline giving you Authority at prefent to 
infill on the Nabob’s immediate Reftitution of the Property claimed by the Family of the Old 
Begum, and by the Family of Nabob Sheir Jung, deccafed-, but as wc approve of the Means 
you have taken to conciliate the Differences that have arifen from the former, and diffuadc the 
Nabob from the Aft of Oppreffion which he intended to commit on the Eftate of the latter, 
WC defire you will repeat your Rcmonftrances to the Vizir on both thclc Points, in the Name of 
this Government, reprefenting to him the Confcqucnccs of fuch an aibitrary Proceeding, the Re- 
proaches 
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caches to w^hich his Honour and Reputation, as well as ours from being conneded with him, 

P -n |jg expofed by fiich A£ks of Cruelty and Injufticc, and die Right, which we derive from tlic 
Nature of our Alliance with him, to expeft that he pay a Deference to our Kemon- 

he (hall perfilf in his Refufal, after this, to agree to any rcafonable Terms, you are to 
take no further Steps till you have advifed us thereof, and of every Circumftance attending it, 
that we may give you our final Orders for your Guidance. 

“ Having given the Old Begum fuch a Proof of our Defire to alTift her, and to obtain Security 
for her in her prefent Situation, we hope (he will be fatisfied to continue where (lie is, as we c.in 
by no Means encourage her Wi(h to remove, with her perfonal Wealth, from the Nabob’s 

wu”h'rcfpe< 9 : to the Bow Begum, her Grievances come before us on a very different Footing •, 
flie is entitled to our Proteftion by an Adi: not fought by us, but Iblicited by the Nabob him- 
felf and granted in Compliance with his and her Requeft : We therefore empower and dneft 
vou to afford your Support and Proteftion to her, in tlie due Maintenance of all the Riglits llie 
Lfitffes, in virtue of the Treaty executed between her and her Son, under tlie Guarantee of the 
Company, and againft every Attempt that may be. diredfly or indiredly, made to infringe them. 

At the fame Time that we recommend the greateft Delicacy to you, in every Cafe of this Nature, 
wc defirc you will aft with Firmnefs and Refolution, and, as far as you can, with Eficdl:. 

’ “ [Signed at the End,] 

Warren I laftings, 

, Richard Barweil, 

P. Francis, 

Edward Whclcr.” 

The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to obferve, that Mr. Middleton 
had applied for a conditional Permiflioii from the Board to execute the Treaty of Gua- 
rantee to the Elder Begum ; that fuch Peirnimon was, for Ibmc Time, withheld by 
the Board; and the Report ftates, that, “ having given her fuch a Proof of their 
Defire to affift her, they hoped (he would be fatisfied to continue where Ihe was, as 
they could by no Means encourage her Wifh to remove with her perfonal Wealth from 
the Nabob’s Dominions.” That it appeared, it was not her Intention to remain, (and 
it was fo ftated by Mr. Middleton,) except under the Guarantee of the Company. 

That her perfonal Wealth was confulerable ; and they would fliew, in Contradiction 
to what was ftated by Mr. Haftings, th^ the Eltler Begum was adually plundered of 
her Wealth, after fhe had confented fo to remain in the Dominions of the Nabob, 
under the Faith of the Company’s Guarantee. 

The Witnefs produced Book 26, already delivered in. 

Read, the following Extrafl: of the Appendix to a Confultation of the a 2d June 
1780, beginning at Page 524 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort Williath, the aad June 1780. 

“ At a Council; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Halliiigs, Governor General; 

, SiTr/wtlk } 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc abfent on a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 

“ Appendix to Confultation the 22d June 1780. 
“TRANSLATE. 

“ Copy of an Agreement under the Seal and Signature of Mr. Middleton, to all the Particulars 
of which he engages to procure a Treaty from the Nabob Affuph ul Dowlali, after liis 
Arrival, and that he will alfo fign it as follows : 

“ iff. That whenever the Begum (hall chufc to go to Mecca, (he (hall be permitted to go. 

“ 2d. That when the Nabob (hall arrive, I (Mr. Middleton) will procure fuitable Allowances 
to be made to the Ladies of the Zunna *, and the Children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and 

take Care that they arc paid. m u u o • l 1 

“ 3d. That the Fcftivals (Shaddee) and Marriages of the Children of the late Nabob Sujah ul 

Dowlah, (hall be at the Difpofal of the Begum ; whenever (he thinks proper (he (hall marry them ; 
and if the BegUm (hall go, (he (hall have the Authority to appoint and fettle their Marriages ; 
and whatever Money (hall be neceffary, for thefe Expenccs, fhall be paid by the Nabob. 

“ 4th. That the Sycr of Coda Gunge, and Ally Gunge, fhall be retained by the Begum a* 

heretofore. „ 

6 A “ 5 »h. 


Sic in Ong» 



»* ctb That I (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the Arrival of the Nabob, procure Vi2icr Gunge 
and the- Garden of Sepoy Daud Kha^ or the ir Equivalent for the Begum. 

» 6th. That I (Mr. Middleton) \#rcndcavour to obtain from the Nabob, the bum of 1,15,000 
Ruoecs on Account of the Purchafe of Metchee Bohaun, and the Houfe ^ Sahebjee, and the 
Fort ot’thc Goflein, with the Land and Garden, and the Barradcrry on the Banks of the Goomty 
and Bazar and Garden of the Houle ot Mahnarain, and the Houfe of Beny Pcrlaud at L-ucknowj 
all of which the Nabob Aloph al Dowlah has alTumed Pofleffion of. 

7th That I will fettle with the Nabob, the Allowances to be made in ready Money, to the 
Ladies of the Zunana, and others, fpcciHcd in the following Account : 


To the Ladies of the Zunna 
'I'o Mier lluffcin Ally Khaun Bchadre 
'I'o Ahmed Ally Khaun — 

'I'o the Dodors — — 

'I'o M.ihmud Javaid — 

To M'jlavie Madjecd — 


per Month. 

2,OCO 

400 

1,000 

140 

60 


“ 8th. Upon the Arrival of the Nabob AflTuph al Dowlah Bahadrc, I will endeavour, with all 
my Influence, to fettle the Monthly Allowances of Mohrum Ally Khaun, and Mahmud Eltafaut 

Khaun, &c. the A (tendanls of the Begum. .t i- it. 

‘‘ oth. If the Begum (hall go to Mecca, (he (hall leave her Mahls and Jaghircs to the Begum, 
the Mother of Afl'uph al Dowlah, who (hall remit the Revenues thereof to the Burrec Begum. No 
one fliall prevent her enjoying her J.ighircs (a).” 


The Counfel for the Defendant obferved, That the Papers were Enclofures from 
Mr. Purling ; and that the Firft Time they appeared upon the Confultations, was in 
June 1780. 

The Managers for the Commons dated, That the Copy of this Treaty vyas certainly 
not tranl'mitted at the Time by Mr. Middleton, which was a veiy material Circum- 
ftance, and One on which they Ihould dwell much, when they came to^ date under what 
Circumdances it came enclofed from Mr. Purling ; but they thought it clearer to have 
the Treaty inferted here ; and when they came to the Year 1780, they (hould then date 
thofe Circumdances under which it was fo tranfmitted to the Council from Mr. 
Purling. That they were aware, the Counfel went on a Suppofition that Mr. Middleton 
had not a direft Authority from the Board to execute this Treaty; buf they yyould 
clearly (hew, that he mud have afted by the Authority of the Board, and that it had 
all the binding Force that fuch an Authority could have given it. 

“TRANSLATE. 

“ Copy of an Eng.igcment under the Seal of the Nabob Afl'uph iil Dowlah, and under the Seal 
and Signature, in Englilb, of Mr. Middleton, as follows: 

“ id. I, who am the Nabob AflTuph ul Dowlah Bahadre, do agree that the jagheers and Gunges, 
and Monthly Allowance of the Officers and Servants, and of the Ladies of the Zunana, and of 
thofe fpecified in the Account annexed, (hall be at the Difpofal, and under the Management and 
Authority of the Begum; and no one fliall oppofe or prevent it. This I will punituaTly obl'eive. 
In this Agreement Mr. Middleton and the Englifli are engaged. 

“ 2d. Whenever the Begum may chufc to go to Mecca, 1 will not oppofe it. 

“ 3d. Whenever the Begum (hall go to Mecca, (he fliall leave her Lands, Jagheers, &c. cither in 
the Care of my Mother or of me ; and I will procure Bills for the Amount of -their Revenues, and 
fend them to her : No one fliall oppofe this. 

“ 4tli. The Begum (h.-ill have Authority over all the Ladies of he/ ^unana. She fliall let. 
them remain with me, and not allow them to go any where without my Permiffibn,, or keep jheni 
with her. 

“ 5th. The J.ighcers Khodah Gunge, Ally Gunge, &c. with the Mahl and Syher belonging to 
the Begum, and made over to her, (hall remain as heretofore in her PolTcflion. 


“ Particulars of the Salaries allowed. 
Allowances to the Family of Boorhaun ul Mulk — 

Allowance to Meer Hullcin Ally Khaun 

D* to Ahmed Ally Khaun — — . — 

D^ to Doflors — _ 

D" to Molovie Mudjeed ^ . — 

Per Month, 
— io,qoo 

_ _ 2,000 

— _ 400 

_ — 1,000 

_ 60 




(4) Vide Appendix, N* XXI. 


“ 6tb. 


( 4^3 ) 

“ 6th. I have paflcd a Bond, payable in Six Months, for 1,15,000 for the Price of Houfes, &c. 
and, God willing, I will pay the Amount when it fliall l^omc due. 

** 7th. I have bought Vizier Gunge and the Gardti^f Sepoydaud Khaun, in Allahabad, of 
the Begum, for 10,000 Rupees, and, God willing, I will pay the Amount in Six Months. 

“ 8th. The Begum has Authority over the Ladies and- Attendants of the Zunana. Neither 
myfelf nor any one clfe will oppofc it. 

« 9th. The Begum (my Grandmother) lhall have the Authority in all Feftivals, and in 
the Marriages of the Children of the late Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and, with the Confent of 
my Mother and myfelf, lhall regulate them, excepting in the Fcftivals (Shadee) the Authority is 
mine. 

“ The Englilh are Guarantees to the above Engagements as long as the Begum lhall cxift (a).” 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired to know, whether this Inftriiment was exe- 
cuted by the Nabob ? 

The Managers for the Commons aetjuainted tlicm it was, by the Seal of the Nabob 
being affixed to it-, — that it was well known the Nabob never ligned his Name. 

Then the Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to obferve, that the Pro- 
teftion and Allowances to the Women and Children in the Zenana, and in the 
Khourd Mahal, were included in this Negociation and Guarantee. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 102, intituled, “ Publick Perfiaii Correfpondence, 
received for the Year tyyb.” 

Read, the following Letter frdm Baboo Begum to Mr.- Haftings, beginning at 
Page 368 of the fame.Book. 

“ From Bahoo Bhegum ; Received 15th November 1778. 

216. “ The Receipt of your Highnefs’s Letter, cont.'iining the agreeable News of your Wel- 
fare, afforded me inexprelTiblc Pleafure. I formerly lent you, by Shagoon Ally Khan, Copy of 
an Engagement under the Seal of Mr. John Briltow, which you doubtlcfs infpetted. 

“ As you formerly wrote me that a Sliip was ready, and that I might come whenever I pleafed, 
I was Eight Months earncftly defirous of repairing to Kerbella; but my Son, Afoph ul Dowlah, 
fent Mr. Middleton to prevent me, who made me a Promife that if, at the End of Twenty Months, 
M continued defirous of prolecuting the Journey, no,one Ihoultl obftruft me. On the 15th of 
Shabaun (8th September) Mr. Middleton can\e to Fyzabad, and fpoke of my Departure, and 
told me to defire the Nabob’s Prcfeoce here, and that all Mattefs Ihould be fettled. 

“ Notwithflanding the Difpleafure 1 bore towards my Son, yet, to oblige Mr. Middleton, I 
wrote him a Letter of Invitation, and he in confequcncc arrived here on the ift of Ramzaun (23d 
September). 

“ 1 talked to him in a St^e of Affcfllbn and Regard. Three Days afterwards my Son difeon- 
tinued the Confidcration of my Affairs, and entered upon other Subjefts, propofing to me to give 
up the Gunges, Mint, Cullahdang Gardens, and the Havclee at Gorukpore, all which arc included 
in the former Engagement, in lieu of fomc other Places in the Neighbourhood of my Jaghiers. 

I told him, that in cafe the Exchange were made, the Engagement wOuld not remain in Force. 
He then fent me a McfTage by Mr. Middleton, that if 1 did not confent to the Exchange, my Rc- 
fufid would be the Caule of the greateft Difiurbances, and many People would lole their Lives. 

I was left without an Option, and had no Remedy •, and to this Day, which is the 1 7th of 
Ramzaun (9th Oftober), the Places to be given in Exchange have not been fixed on ; and on the 
10th of Ramzaun (zd Odober) my Son, and on the 12th Mr. Middleton, fet off from hence for 
Lucknow, My Son gave me another Engagement, under his own and Mr. Middleton’s Seal. 
Confider, my Fii^nd, what Reliance can be placed on any Engagement, if it may be withdrawn, 

. and a new one executed in this Manner ; or what Confidence can an Engagement give ? I rc- 
queft that you will fetid me a Letter to Mr. Middleton, in exprefs Terms, to make the Exchange, 
it agt'ceabic to nicj otherwife to defift, and to execute and deliver to me fuch a Treaty as I lhall 
deitre, which may remain as a folcmn Voucher, to be employed as Occafion may require i and 
further, that he lhall afford me his Support whenever 1 fhall require it. Let this Letter alfo di- 
fcdi that the Corpfe of the late blcfled Nabob, which is depofued at Fyzabad, be relinquilhcd to 
rny Dlfpofal, that I may either carry it with me to Kerbella, or fend it thither before me j for it 
is a Duty, and highly meritorious, to caufc the Body to be interred in that holy Ground, which 
'*'ill promote its future Happinefs. It is incumbent on your Friendihip to give me this Proof of 
Regard. My Son now declares, both in publick and private, that he is offended with me, his Mo- 
ther, .for having applied to the Englilh for the Settlement of my Affairs-, and that he will take 
fuch Mcafures, that whatever 1 may defire of them, they fhall aft in direft Oppofition thereto •, 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXll. 


and 



•hd that he will ruin me by their Means— 'That it is well known to all Ranks oF People, the for- 
mer Coulnam.i Ipetifies that he is clear every Claim on the Part of his Mother, and never- 
thclcfs that fhe will not yet leave him at ICift. 

“ God is my Witnefs, that again!! all thefe Afflidlions and Hardfhips I have no Support but 
your Favour, which 1 hope you will exert fo cfFcdtually, as to relieve me from them. I (hall fend 
Akbar Ally Khan to your Prefcncc, after the End of Ramzaun, who, having been an Eye Wit- 
nefs of every Tranfadtion, will reprefent them (tilly to you. 

“ The mod: aftonilhing Circuuiftance of all is, that my Son gave me the Coulnama with his 
own Hand, at Night; and before I could have Time to read it, he fet off for Lucknow; When 
1 had read it, 1 found it mentioned, “ Befides the Places 1 receive in Exchange, I will take Pef- 
felTion of other Places alfo.” On perceiving this, I was furprized and confounded, and cried our, 

“ My God! what Kind of Treaty is this!” I lent the alorelaid 1 reaty to Mr. Middleton, who 
took it with him, and getting on Horfcback, followed my Son, and overtaking him in the Way, 
he caufed the Engagement to be altered, and brought it back to me. I have written you for 
your Information this Account of the late Tranfaftions, and lhall inform you of what may happen 
hereafter. 

“ I have nothing to expert, except through the Influence of your Favour. I am hopeful that 
you will rccollcft your long-cftabli!hed Regard for me, and will take fuch Meafures as may pro- 
mote my Intereft.” 

The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfc to obferve, that it appeared 
by the Letter juft read, that the Treaty was executed and brought back by Mr. Mid- 
dleton to the Begum. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 103, intituled, “ Bengal Publick Perfian Corre- 
fpondcnce : Letters received pro Anno 1780.” 

Read, a Letter from the Bahoo Begum to Mr. Haftings, beginning at Page 78 of 
the (iime Book. 

“ From the Bahoo Begum, received 29 April 1780. 

“ At prefent the Naibs have begun a Negociation about the Nabob’s Jughicr, of fo remarkable 
a Nature, that it has greatly alarmed us. For firll, his Jaghicr is by no Means equal to his Dig- 
nity 1 yet, on account of the prefent Sta’C of Affairs, he has contented himfelf with it, though it 
approaches not to his Expenccs. Secondly, About a Year and a Half ago, Mr. Middleton gave a 
pofitivc Promife to him, that he would take care no Interruption Ihould be given to his Jaghier, or 
that of the late Iftekar ul Dowlah, and entered into a facred Engagement to this Purport. It is 
now Matter of great Aftonilhment to us, th.u, notwithllanding all this, fuch a Ncgocration Ihould 
have been thought of, fince your Highnefs can have no Wilh that the Nabob’s fmall Income 
Ihould be Hopped, as the Promifes of the Englilh Chiefs arc as if written on a Stone, and can 
admit of not the fmallcll Variation (<»).” 

The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe particularly to obferve, that 
through the Whole of thefe Tianfaftions, in the Years 1775 and 1778, there was not 
the fmalleft Infinuation againft the general Difpofition of the Begums towards tlie 
Englilh Government. That it was exprefsiy alledged by the Defendant, that the 
Begums ftiewcd a conftant DifafFection and Hatred to the Englilh : Whereas they 
Ihould prove, that when this Treaty was communicated to the Board at Calcutta by 
Mr. Purling, the Board rccognifed the Treaty, and acted upon it; but, as a Diftinctioii 
might perhaps be taken between a Treaty executed by the Refidenf, and a Treaty 
executed by the Council, or by the Governor General upon the Part of the Council, 
they flvould next read a fliort Extract of a Letter written by Mr. Haftings, to ftiew 
his Opinion upon that Subject. 

The Witnefs produced Book 90, intituled, “ Bengal Publick Perfian Correfpon- 
dence, fent 1778. Received per Ganges, 24th February 1781.” 

Read, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to Fize Ulla Khan, dated 1 5th‘ June 
1778, beginning at Page 28 of the fame Book. 

“To Fize Ullah Khan. 

Written 15th June 1778. 

“ It is with the greateft Pleafure 1 learn from Mr. Middleton, that the Treaty which fobfiHed 
between you an 1 the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, has been renewed by the prefent Vizier with. 


{a} Vide Appendix, N' XXIII. 
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fuch additional Stipulations in your Favour as to leave you in the quiet and undiflurbed Enjoy- 
ment of whatever the Country*, which forhi * your Jaghier^ay, by Care and Attention, be made 
to produce, and that he has affixed his Seal to it on the Pai^f the Company as Guaranty, The 
Apprehenfions you at firft exprefled of the Authenticity of the Guaranty, bccaull* it did not bear 
the Seal of the Company, were entirely groundlcfs. The Objeflion of the Company to Guaranty 
the Treaty which has been renewed between you and the Vizier is equally binding on them, by 
having the Seal of the Refident on their Part affixed to it, as if it bore their own Swl.” * 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, they would prefently call Mr. Mid- 
dleton to give Evidence relative to this Treaty: in the mean Time would read an 
Extract, tofliew what the Opinion of the Nabob was, concerning the Women under 
the Care of the Elder Begum, it being ihted by the Defendant that they were inlig- 
nificant Perfons, fcarc^ly worth Notice or Care. 

The Witnefs produced Book 105, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Perfian Correfpondence, 
1782.’* 

Read, Extract of a Letter from the Vizier, received the zjd of Auguft 1782. 

“ From the Vizier, 

Received 23d Angiid 1782. 

“ I never foun,d Rcfource equal to the ncccfTary Expcnccs : Every Year, by taking from the 
Minillers, and felling the Articles of my Harkhanna, I, with great Diftrefs, tranfaded the Bufi- 
nefs •, but I could not take care of my Dependants *, fo that fonie of my Brothers, from their Dif- 
ficulties, aiofe and departed j and the People of the Khord Mahault of the late Nawab, who are 
all my Mothers, trom their DiftrefiTes, are reduced to Poverty, and involved in Difficulties.— 
No Man of Rank is deficient in the Care of his Dependants, in Proportion to his Ability (fi).” 

The Witnefs produced Book 104, intituled, Bengal Publick Perfian Corref- 
pondence j Letters received pro Anno 1784/* 

Read, a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Haftings. N'’ 79, 

From the Vizier, 

‘‘ Received 31ft July 1784. 

My Brother, dear as Life, Saadut Alii Khan, has requefted that I would permit his Mother 
to go and refule with him. My Friend, all the Mothers of my Brothers, and the Women of the 
late Nawab, ^hom I refped as my own Mothers, arc here*, and it is incumbent upon me to 
fupport them. Accordingly I do it, and it is improper that they fhould be feparated, nor do I ap- 
prove it. By God’s Bleffing, and your Kindnefs, I hope that all the Women of the late Nawab 
may remain here, Ic is the Wilh alfoof my Grandmother and my Mother, that they Ihould.” 

Read, Extra6l of Mr. Haftings's Defence, delivered in at the Bar of the Houfc of 
Commons, from Page 222 of the Manufeript. 

“ It is not true that the Begums were left in Charge of the late Nabob’s Treafures, or other 
valuable EfFedls, for the Purpofes fet forth in the Charge, of maintaining his Offspring and De- 
pendants, The Old Begum, the Mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out of the Queftion, 
having had no Prefents entrufted to her Care ; but flic became poflelfcd of them in her Capacity 
of Truftee and Treafurer of the Deceafed-, who, for forne Time before his Death, “ depofited 
the Surplus of his Revenues with the Bow Begum, to provide againft an Emergency.” Hence 
the Whole of his Property, of what Sort foever, was in her Cultody at the Time of his Death, 
hut ftill as a Depofit, though from the Hands of his Mother, for they were the Rights of the 
State which (he had in Charge. But I muft repeat, that I difapprove, and Hill condemn the In- 
t^ifcrence of our Refident, becaufe we had no Concern in it, and our Credit fuffered in the 
Opinions of Mankind, from the Natural Difguft which would be excited by a Contention between a 
Son and his Mother, and by our Appearance as Incendiaries inftead of Conciliators in it. But no Man 
could ever affcFt or believe that it was therefore her own. It was undoubtedly a conllitucnt Part 
of the hereditary Eftate, which devolved to the Nabob Afifoph ul Dowlah on his Father’s Demife; 
^ as fuch, ought to have been wholly delivered up to him •, but the Begum rctulcd to give 

any Thing until coercive Meafures were threatefled, and then fhe confented only to the Pay- 
ment of Thirty out of One hundred and feventy Lacks, which Mr. Briftow declared, that, on the 
mod moderate Computation, fhe pofTclTcd ; and making a Meric even of this Condefcenfion, fhe 

fuffered to demand, and aftually to exaft, from the Nabob, an Encrcafc of Jagheers tp Ten 


{a) Vide Appendix, N'’ XXIV, 
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Times tlie Amount of the Income which had been fettled upon the Old Begum by her dcceafcd 
Son, Siiiijah ul Dowla, for the Main^ance of hcrfclf and the numerous Family and Dependants 
of luT l.itc I lulband, Sufdur Jung. ^^Iic Agreement thus entered into between the Nabob and 
his Mother, was ratified by Mr, Biifiow, without any Authority, but as the Urgency of the Cafe 
rendeted it necclfary, the Boaid approved the Ratification. I'he Board, I have faid, approved of 
ir, and I was a Member of the Board, but I was an inefficent Member of it ; the Whole of this 
'i'ranfa6lion having palled under the Order and Guidance of the Majority of the Board, which 
(■'(tiuiled me from any .Siiare in their Ads, equally in fuch as I approved and in fuch as I difap. 
proved. It will apptar from the preceeding Rcafoning, that 1 approved of the Nabob’s Aflertion 
of his own Right, to re-tlaim the Tiealures of his Inheritance. 

“ It is not tiue, that the Women and Children of the late Nabob were left, or intended to be 
left, d pmdant on the Bow Begum. They were leparaccly provided for; and though, from the 
Failure ot the Ihiik's alTigned for their Maintenance, they were too oftetv iubjeded to great Incoo' 
venience, tliey ia-ver experienced any Ads of Benevolence from the Begum, beyond an occafional 
Donatii.n <jt a few Ku[)tcs to theCliildren, when Ihe condefeended, which was indeed very fcldom, 
to permit them to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the Jaghcers were left the Begum by the 
late Nabob. At the l ime of his Death, the Dilliids which afterwards conllitutcd the Jaghecr, 
were held by the Begum on the Footing of a Farm, under the Name and Management of Jowar 
.'\lly Cawn, with whom the .Accounts of the fame were annually adjufted at the Khalla. To the 
preleiu Nabob theixfore llie was indebted for the principal Part of her Jaghcers («).” 

Read, Extract from the printed Paper, called “ The Second Defence of Mr. 

I ladings,” Page 4, Paragraph the lad. 

“ Ih gnms .-'re the Ladies of an Ivdlcrn Prince. But tlicfe Women arc alfo llyled. The Ladies of 
tlic l.ite Vi/,icr ; '1 heir SufTcrings are painted in llrong Colours j and the unfufpeding Reader is 
led to mix the Subjeds together, and to luppofe that thefe too were PrinccITcs of Oude, fince the 
d'itlc prefixed to tliis Article of the Cli.irge propofes that, and no other Subjedt •, and that all their 
Sufferings proceeded from tome Adt of mine, or had the Sandtion of my Authority or Permiflion, 
The Fail is, that tlic IVrIons of the Khord Maid (or Little .Seraglio) were young Creatures picked 
up, wherever Youth .and Beauty could be found, and moltly purchafed from the molt ncceflitous 
and mcaneft Ranks of tlie People, for the Nabob’s Plealurcs.” (^) 

Then the Managers for the Commons faid, tlicy would next read a Paflage from the 
Anfwcr of the Defendant, delivered in at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, in which he 
doubts whether there were any Children at all. 

Read, the following Extradl from the Copy printed by Order of the Houfe, Page 18. 

“ But lie fays, that the faid Women, who were moffly Pcrlbns of low Condition, and the faid 
Cliildren, if any Inch there were, lived in the Khourd Mahl, on an Eftablilhmcnt entirely diftinft 
from the faid Begums (r).” 

Then Nathaniel Middleton Efquire was called in, and fworn. 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that, previous to their 
nutting any Qiicflion to the Witnefs, they thougdit it right to Rate the Claim they 
had to the particular Indulgence of the Houfe with refpebt to the Mode of Exami- 
nation tlicy might fuid it necclliiry to pui fuc, fioin the Situatioh in which Mr. Haftings 
himfelf confidered fomc of the Witnelfes they iiiould call, to ftand towards him. For 
whicli Purpofe, they would read Two or Three Paffages from the Defence of Mr. 
Haftings, delivered at the Bar of the Houle of Commons. 

Read, accordingly, the following Extract from Page 5 of the Manufeript De- 
fence. 

“ If this Honourable Houfe is defirous of knowing in what Effimation I ftood with the 
Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subjects of our own Dominion, the Opinions of both 
may be cafily obtained by Enquiry of iIk Witueffes whom my Profecutor has called to eftablifh 
his Charges againft me ; and I will anticipate their Evidence. It will ftatc, that my political Con- 
duft was invariably regulated by 'Pruth,' Jufti,e, and good Faith j that all Perfuafions of Men 
were impreffed with a fuperftitious Belief, that a fortunate Influence diredted all my Adtions to their 

(a) Vide fupra, Page 414. Par- 3 - (f) Vide Appendix, N* XXV. 

(ij Vide fupra, Page 367, Line 26. 
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(Icftined Fnds and t!iat my Departure was fcarceljr Icfs regretted by the Inhabitants of the Pro- 
vinces of my hue Dependency, than it w.u by my own t^untrymen. I believe this Honourable 
Houfc is in PoUcIlion of One i'cihinony of tbe former^n the Letters which Mahdajcc Sindia 
wrote to his nioll Gracious Majclty, uijd to [lie C..mpany (a).” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Paper, Pago a to. 

“ Preface to the Fourth Charge. 

« Before I proceed to reply to the Charges refpecting my Conduft to the Begums, and on the 
Affairs of Oude, I miift oblervc that they contain Particulars, of which I was totally ignorant until 
I read them in the Charges. I am therefore very much indebted to the Alfillance of Mr. Middleton, 
and to the Information of Gentlemen who were in Oude when the Tranfadions alluded to h.ip- 
pened. By thefe Aids, I have been enabled to reply fully to thefe Chaiges, and every Aflertion in 
my Reply is capable of Proof, cither by Documents, now before this Honourable Houfe, or by 
Evidence ready to be produced at its Bar.” {b) 

Read, alfo, from the fame Paper, Page 460. 

“ The Teftimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be had -, but his Explanation to Mr. Mid- 
dlcton of the Motives of his Conduft to the ikgums and their Agents, at that criiical Conjunfturc 
of his own and the national Affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any Time to reitify on Oath, 
and the Evidence of Captain Gordon may poflibly throw further Light upon the Subjeft.”(f) 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

(T What Part of Mr. Haflings’ Defence did you compofe ? 

A. 1 do not know that I compofed any Part of it. 1 furniflied Major Scott with fome Memo- 
randa refpeiling the Begums of Oude. 

Q. Have you been prefent at any Confultation with the Counfcl for Mr. Haflings, or with the 
Attorneys employed in his Caufe i ■ 

A. I have been occafionally with Mr. Haftings’ Counfcl, 

Qj^ Upon Matters relating to this Caufe ? 

A. Not exprefsly •, but Matters relating to this Impeachment have occafionally rifen in Con-' 
verfation. 

Be a little more explicit upon that Subjed. My Qiieftion is, Whether you have not been 
at Meetings where the chief Objcifl was the Concluft and Man.igemcnt of this Caufe, and that the 
only Objeft that was difeuffed ? 

A. I do not rccolleifl I have. 

Q. Were the Counfcl Acquaintances of yours j did you know them previous to the Commence- 
ment of this Impeachment? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Where were the Meetings, at which you were prefent, held ? 

A. I have bten at Drapers Hall, when the Counfcl have been affemblcd there. 

(E At whofe Houfe, or Office, at Draper’s Hall ? 

A. At the Office of Mr. Smith. 

Who is Mr. Smith ? 

A. I undcrlland him to be Mr. Haflings’ Solicitor. 

a (Crofs examined.) Whether, upon your Application to the Counfcl of Mr. Haflings, they did 
notabfolutely refufe to give you their Advice, and acquaint you, that if you wifhed for Advice, 
you mufl go to fome other Counfcl for it ? 

A. They did. 

Q. Whether you came, in confcquencc of any Summons, to meet the Counfel of Mr. Haflings at 
any Confultation, or to meet Mr. Scott, or any other Perfon ? 

A. I came accidentally there. 

Whether the Counfel for Mr. Haflings did not fpecially recommend it to you, to apply to 
fome Body elfe, to fome other Counfcl, for Advice ? 

A. They did. 

Q. Did you advife with any other Counfel ? 

A. I did. 
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a (hy the Manager i.) How many Times have you accidentally called upon Mr. Smith ? 
aT I cannot fay exactly j 1 was thcre^cral Times. 

O Do you mean to have it underftStl, that your being there all the Times which you were 
tlier'^'wa , each l ime, accidentally, or that you came there, with a View to give any Information 

you could r . ~ rr-L 'T- 

A. 1 have gone tlierc, I think, with Major Scott Two or Three Times. 

(y. Wac that accidentally, or was it for the Purpofe of giving Affiftance or Information, upon 


this Matter? 

A. I cmie tlieie for the Purpofe of giving any Amnance 1 


might be enabled to give. 


(y ( ]]y the Counfcl.) Did you go there for the Purpofe of being exaniined, fo as to enable the 
Dctend mt to know what Mvideiiee you could give, it called upon in this Caiife ? 

A. I appichend they did wi(h to know wl.at Lvidence I could give; I don’tknow (Interrupted). 

Q You laid, you apprehended they did wiOi to know, what Evidence you could givey and you 

was going on to lay, “ I don’t know What was the Reft of your Anfwer ? 

A. 1 eaniiol lay they exprelled that to me. 

O. Whether you have not attended Meetings of the Managers of the Houfe of Commons for the 
fam^Purpofe of fuinifliing them with Evidence ? 

A. Yes. 


(y. You were fummoned there ? 

A. 1 was lummonetl tlieie. 

(y {by the Managers.) When you was fummoned by Order of that Committee, whether you an- 
fweied the (jueltioiis put to you bv the Committee ? 

A. Some I anlweteel, and lomc I objeiftcd to. 

O. By whofc Advice did vou refiife to anfwer the Secret Committee, employed to examine you ? 

a! I coiK civet! the (^ulhons tended to criminate myfelf-, and I took Advice upon that Subjetft; 
finding they did lo, 1 conceived myfelf juitificel in rcfufing to anfwer them. 

Q. Did you communicate any of the Qiieftions which you refufed to anfwer, to Mr. Haftings,or 
M.jor Scott, or any of his Counfcl or Attornies ? ... 

A. Very po i.bly I might ; I communicated them to every Body I had any Communication with. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they did not wilh to prefs this Exa- 
mination fuithcr. 

The Counfcl for tlie Defendant ftated, that, as the Managers for the Commons had 
gone into the Manner in which the Witnefs was examined and treated, upon the Part of 
tlic Defendant, tiiey would go into the Manner of his Examination and Treatment, 
ii])on the Part of the Profccutors : They wilhed therefore to know of the Witnefs, 

Wlieiher he was not threatened by the Managers, if he did noc anfwer the Queftions fpccifi- 
cally put to him j and if lie relulcd to aniwer? ' . 

A. A Language of a threatening Nature was certainly ufed. 

Relate the Whole of what palTcd at that Time, In what Manner was you treated ? 

A. I was examined by dilTerenc Members of the Honourable Committee, and told that I muft 
anfwer the Qiieftions : 1 liat they had a Right to put thole Queftions to me, and they infifted I 
Ihould apfwcr them. 

Q^ Do you know of any debate taking Place, in which you were turned out of the Room of 
the Commutec, and Mr. Francis and the Clerk ftaid in the Room, while they were deliberating 
upon the .Siibjeft. 

A. I w.as turned out of the Room repeatedly. 

Q^ Were Mr. Francis and the Clerk left in ? 

A. To tlie belt of my RecollcAion, Mr. Francis was j the Clerks, I believe, were turned out. 

Q^ In what Manner was you treated : What particular Threats were employed, to induce you to 
give thcAnfwers propofed. Have you any other Anfwer to give than you have given before to 
the (^tftion alkeil, in what Manner you was treated ? 

aT^ cannot recollcdl exactly the Language that w.a3 ufed •, but I conceived it to be of a threat- 
ening Nature. 1 was ordered not to leave Town till 1 had been apprifed of what their Detcrmi- 
n.nion was. 

Q^ Did you defirc to be permitted to take Notes of what pafled, or to fee the Notes taken 
ij 3 the Committee ? 

A. I did defire to have a Copy of the Examinations. 

Qj^ Was you permitted to have, or take, a Copy of them ? 

A. No. 
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Then the Managers for theCommons acquainted thc4Ioure, that thePufnofc forwhich 
they now called the Witnefs was, to examine him refp^ing the Treaty ot Fyzabad. 

Do you rccollcft going to Fyzabad in the Year 1778 ? 

A. I do } I believe it was about that Time. 

Do you remember what Time of the Year it was ? 

A. I cannot recoiled that. 

Q. Was it in January 1 

A. It was in the Beginning of the Year. 

Had you any Converfation with the Eider Begum at that Time 

A. I had. 

What was the Subjed of that Communication f 

A. I went for the Furpofe of reconciling the Ditfcrcnce between her and the Nabob, which was 
the Subjedof the Negociation between us. 

Do you recoiled to have received a Paper of Rcquelts from tlie Begum, and to have tranf- 
mitted it with your Remarks to the Council at Calcutta ? 

A. I have a Recolledion of fuch a Paper, which I believe I tranfmitted to Calcutta. 

(T Did thofc Remarks contain Statements relative to Matters which you knew to be true, or 
which you had fufficient Reafon to believe to be true ? 

A. My Information was drawn from the beft Sources I could come at j and I did fuppofe that 
they were true. 

That is, the Statements in the Paper of Rcquells, which you afterwards communicated to 
the Government of Calcutta i 

A. Yes. 

Q. At what Time did you execute the Guarantee to the Elder Begum, or did you execute 
any Guarantee to her 

A. I do not recoiled that I executed any Guarantee. 

Do you or not recoiled to have affixed your Seal and Signature to a Paper concluding with 
thefe Words : “ The Englilh arc Guarantees as long as the Begums lhall exift 

The Witnefs was Ihewn a Paper. 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Q. You have looked at that Paper : Was it executed by you ; do you remember ? 

A. I believe it was. 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that upon this Part of the 
Cafe they had no further Queftions to alk the Witnefs. 

The Counfel for the Defendant ftated, that, as they underftood the Managers for 
the Commons meant to call the Witnefs again, they Ihould follow their Example, 
and confine themfclves, for the Prefent, to fuch Queltions as related to this Tranf- 
a^iion only. 

Q; Had you any Authority from the Board, or from Mr. Haftings individually, to execute 
that Agreement ; that is, previous to your executing it ? 

A. 1 had none-, no Authority: The Objed of my Journey to Lucknow was, to reconcile the 
Diherence which had unfortunately arifen between the Nabob and his Grandmother. 

Had you any Inllrudions ? 

A. No; I had no Inllrudions for executing fuch Treaty, but I conceived it to be a Part of 
aiy official Duty, to reconcile the Difference between the Begum and the Nabob. 


Q,. Your Anfwer has been taken thus — That you had no Inftruflions for executing any fuch 
Treaty •, but you conceived it to be a Part of your Duty to reconcile the Difference between the 
Begum and the Nabob ? 

A. To fatisfy the Begum ; to induce her to Hay until I could have a Converfation with the 
Nabob upon the Subjed. The Agreement I did execute with her I confidcred as conditional : 
h was an Obligation upon me to ufe every Meins in my Power to obtain a Treaty ; and fo 
lar I engaged with her. 


Qi Whether in the Treaty you guaranteed with Fyzoola Cawn, you did not in that Inllance 
•■tecive the previous Authority of the Board ? How do you deferibe that Treaty > was it a Gua- 
rantee of a Treaty in 1778 ? 

A. Yes. 
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Will) Fyzoola Cawn ? 

A. Yes. 

Had you any previous Authority for executing the Treaty in 1778 with I'yzoola 
Cawn ? 

A. 1 do not recollcift there was any Treaty executed. It was a Guarantee upon the Part of 
the Company •, for which I had a previous Authority from the Company. 

Q, Whether you fuccccdcd in obtaining that Treaty from the Nabobs which you promifed 
the Nabob’s Grandmother, the Elder Begum, you would procure from the Nabob for her 
Benefit ? 

A. do tlic bed of my Rccollcftion, I did not: The Nabob refufed to fanftify the Agree- 
ment I liad made ; to tlie beft of my Recolledlion. 

I'lie I'reaty we arc now fpeaking of, is that which has jufl: been read from the Minutes : {a) 
d li.aT Treaty, according to the Defeription of it, purports to be executed by the Nabob and by 
yon, Mr. Middleton and I underftand you to fay, that you executed that Treaty : Is it fo ? 

A. An Agreement tor a d'reaty. 

Then a P.ipef was fltewn to the Witiiefs, and he was afkcd j 

Did you ever tianlinit this Paper to the Board j which purports to be a Treaty, or an 
Agiecment, or whatever Name it is to bear? 

A. 1 do not recollcift that I did : If 1 did, it will appear. 

Q. Did you ever tranfmit it individually to Mr. Hadings, if you did not tranfmit it to the 
Board ? 

A. I believe I ditl not. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That, to fave Time, they 
were ready to admit, tlic Witnels did not tranfmit the Treaty ; and they did not alk 
him the (^icltion, as it might tend to criminate himfclf. That he had faid, “ he 
thought it was his Duty to do what he did, and that he had executed it.” The Faft 
was, thatlu- executed this Treaty by Mr. Haftings’s private Orders, but withheld it 
from the Board : Of which there would be abundant Proof, when they came to (hew, 
that in the \'oar 1780, Mr. Purling tranfmitted Copies of this Paper, which he found 
at Lucknow. 

The Counfel for the Defendant dated, that it having been infinuated by the Mana- 
gers for the Commons, that the Agreement was executed by the exprefs previous 
Authority of Mr. Hadings, they dcfircd the Quedion to be put to the Witnefs, 

Whether ho hatl, or h.ad not, any previous Authority, either from the Board, or Mr. Haft- 
ings, from entering into that Agreement or Treaty ? 

A. None. 

The Witnefs has dated, it was an Agreement for a Treaty he was afterwards to procure 
from the Nabob and the Board ; I wilh him to rcfrclh his Memory, and to fay, whether that is 
what it purports to bo, or whether it begins, “ I agree upon my Return to procure, &c.” 

( A Paper was then produced and (hewn to the Witnefs) and he was alked j 

Q. Is th.it the Paper you h.avc been fpeaking of? 

A. No : This is not the Paper. ^ 

The Managers for the Commons w^ere alked, where the Paper was they had (hewn the 
Witnefs before. 

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, that the Paper they flicwed him before 
vv.is in a printed Book j but they had now found the Company’s Record, from which 
it would appear that it was guaranteed by the Witnefs, and executed by the Nabob. 

Then another Paper was produced, and (hewn to the Witnefs, who faid j 

This is the Treaty. 

Then the Witnefs read the Titles as follow : 

“ Copy ot an Agreement under the Seal and Signature of Mr. Middleton, to all the Parti- 
culars of which he engages to procure a Treaty from the Nabob Afluph ul Dowlah and after fiis 
Arrival, that he will alfo fign it.” 


(«) Vide liijira. Page 462. 
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« Copy of an Engagement under the Seal of the NaSfilk Afoph ul Dowlah, and under the Seal 
and Signature in Englilh of Mr. Middleton. 

Thofe arc the Two Papers you were fpeaking of : Wliat are the Dates ? 

A. There arc no Dates. 1 have an Obfervation to m ake, if your Lordfliips will permit me. 

This Second Paper, the Tranllation, appears to be only a Form whether he executed it or not is 
very doubtful : It icems to be a Draft of a Treaty ; I believe he did not. 

If 1 underftand you, you fay, it feems to be a Form intended for Execution •, but you don’t 
know that it was executed ? 

A. I do not know that it was \ I rather believe it was not. 

If it had been executed, Ihould you not in Courfc have tranfmitted it to C.ilcutta ? 

A. Undoubtedly : It would have been my Duty i'o to liave done. 

Chy the Managers.) Whetlier you always did tranfmit all P.ipers to the Council which it w.is 
your Duty to tranfmit i 

A. I hope your Lordfhips will cxcufe my anfwering that Quellion, as it may tend to criminate 
myfeif. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, They underftood the Witnefs, .nt firft, to 
fay. That he did fign the Agreement or Treaty himfelf; and now he lays, the 
Treaty was not figncd. They wilhed, therefore, that he might be alkcd, whether 
he did not now refer to the Treaty Aippofed to have been executed by the Nabob ? 

The Witnefs was alked j 

Q, Whether you do not recolleft figning your own Part of the I'rcaty ? 

A. That conditional Treaty I undoubtedly did fign, as far as 1 can rccollcifl ; it would not 
otherwife have been fatisfaflory to the Begum. 

Qi The fccond Part of the Treaty, which was to go with the Treaty when executed by the 
Nabob i do you mean to lay, you did not execute that ? — The laft you looked at in the Hook; 
ftated to be under your Signature and Seal ? 

A. It feems to me the fame Paper -, a Continuation of the fame Paper. 

Q. Did you fign that Paper, or any Part of it ? 

A. I did. 

Q. (from the Managers.) We want to identify, that this fecond Paper is the Part the Nabob 
was to fign ; If the Evidence is corredt, he (the Witnefs) figned it, and not the Nabob ? 

The Houfe direfted tlic Whole of the Paper to be read. 

The Witnefs produced Book 26, already delivered in. 

Read, the following Extra^l, beginning at Page 2 54 of the fame Book. 

‘‘TRANSLATE. 

“ Copy of an Agreement under the Seal and Signature of Mr. Middleton, to all the Particulars 
of which he engages to procure a Treaty from the Nabob AlTuph ul Dowlah, after his Arrival ■, 
and that he will alfo fign it, as follows : , 

“ Ilf. 'I'hat whenever the Begum fliall chufc to goto Mecca, fhe ftiall be permitted to go. 

“ ad. That when the Nabob fiiall arrive I (Mr. Middleton) -will procure fuitable Allowances to 
be made to the Ladies of the Zunna *, and the Children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and 'Sic in Orij, 
take Care that they are paid, 

“ 3d. That the Feftivals (Shaddee), and Marriages of the Children of the late Nabob Sujah ul 
Dowlah lhall be at the Difpofal of the Begum whenever Ihc thinks proper flic lhall marry them j 
and if the Begum (hall go, fhe' lhall have the Authority to appoint and fettle their Marriages j 
and whatever Money fhall be ncccflary for thefe Expenccs lhall be paid by the Nabob. 

“ 4th. That the Syerof Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge lhall be retained by the Begum as here- 
tofore. 

“ 5th. That I (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the Arrival of the Nabob, procuie Vi2ier Gunge, 
and the Garden of Sepoydaud Khaun, or their Equivalent, for the Begum. 

“ 6th. That I (Mr. Middleton) will endeavour to obtain from the Nabob the Sum of 1,15,000 
Rupees, on Account of the Purchafe of Mctchce Bohaun, and the Moufe of Sahebjee, anti the 
Fort of the Goflein, with the Land and Garden, and the Barradcrry on the Banks of the (ioompty, 
and Bazar and Garden of the Houfe of Mahnarain, and the Houle of Beny Perfaud at Lucknow •, 
all of which the Nabob Afoph al Dowlah has alTumcd Pollcftion of. 

“ 7th. That I will fettle with the Nabob, the Allowances to be made in rc.idy Money to the’ 

Ladies of the Zunana, and others, fpccified in the following Account ; 


To 
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Per Month* 

“ “ ~ ~ ,31650 

— — — — 2,000 

— ~ ^ 

— — — — 1,000 

“ — — — 140 

,7>25o 

“ fiih. Upon ilic Arrival of the Nabob Afluph ul Dowlah Bahadre, I will endeavour, with all 
my Influence, to Icttic the Monthly Allowances ot Mohrum Ally Khaun and Mahmud Eltafauc 
Khaun, 6 a\ the Attendants of the Begum. 

“ 9th. If the Begum lliall go to Mecca, (lie (liall leave her Mahls and Jnghircs to the Begum, 
the Mother of Affuph al Dowlah, who fliall remit the Revenues thereof to the Burrep Begum. No 
one (hall prevent her enjoying her Jaghires.” 


( 

To the Ladies of the Zunna 
To Meer Huffein Ally Khaun Behadre 
'Jo Ahmed Ally Khaun ' — 

I'o the Doctors — — * 

To Mahmud Javaid — 

To Molavic Madjccd — 


“ r R A N S L A T E. 

“ Copy of an Engagement under the Seal of the Nabob AfTuph ul Dowlah, and under the Seal 
and Signature, in Englifh, of Mr. Middleton, as follows : 

‘‘ I ll. f , who am the NaLt)b Alluph ul Dowlah Bahadre, do agree that the Jagheers and Gunges, 
niul Monflily Allowance of the Officers and Servants, and of the Ladies of the Zunana, and of 
thoie Ipeedied ill the Account annexed, ffiall be at the Difpofal, and under the Management and 
Aiirhoiity of the Bc‘*um. And no one (hall oppofc or prevent it. This I will punftually obferve. 
In tliis Agreement Mr. Middleton and the Knglilh arc engaged. 

‘‘ 2tl. Wlienever the Begum may chufc to go to Mecca, I will not oppofc it. 

“ ^tl. Whenever the Begum fliall go to Mecca, (he ffiall leave her Lands, Jagheers, &c. either 
in the Care of iny Motlieror ot me; and I will procure Bills for the Amount of their Revenues, 
and fend them to her. No one ffiall oppofc this, 

“ 4th, '1 he Begum ffiall have Authority over all the Ladies of her Zunana. She ffiall let them 
remain with me, and not allow them to go any where without my Pcrmiflion, or keep them with 
Iier. 

“ 5th* The Jagheers Khodah Gunge, Ally Gunge, &c. with the Mahl and Syher, belonging to 
the Begum, and made over to her, ffiall remain, as heretofore, in her Pofieffion. 


Particulars of the Salaries allowed. 

Allowances to the h’amily of the Boorhaun ul Mulk — 
Allowance to Meer Huflan Ally Khaun — 

D^ to Ahmed Ally Khaun — — — 

D'toDodors — — — — — 

D ’ to Molovie Mudjeed — — ~ 


Per Month. 
10,000 

2.000 
400 

1.000 
60 


131460 


‘‘ 6th. 1 have pafTed a Bond payable in Six Months, for i,i 5,000, for the Price of Houfes, &c. 
and, God willing, I will pay the Amount when it ffiall become due. 

“ 7th. I have bouglu Vizier Gunge, and the Garden of Sepoydaud Khaun in Allahabad, of the 
Begum, for io,oco Rupees ; and, God willing, I will pay the Amount in Six Months. 

8ih. The Begum has Authority over the Ladies and Attendants of the Zunana, Neither 
myldf, nor any one elfe, will oppofc it. 

“ pth. 1 he Begum (my Grandmother) ffiall have the Authority in all Feftivals, and in the 
Marriages of the Children of the late Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and^.with the Confent of my Mother 
and myfclf, ffiall regulate them, excepting in the Feaivals (Shadee) the Authority is mine, 

“ '1 he Engliffi are Guarantees to the above Engagements fo long as the Begum ffiall cxift 

Then the Witnefs was alked ; 

WIku is tlic Manner of the Nabob executing a Treaty, or any other loftrumcnt ? 

A. Ills Seal is affixed to it. 

I hen, do vou mean to fay, there was no Seal affixed to this Treaty by the Nabob ? 

A. I do not know there was# 

Was your Name ever put to that Inftrument ? 

A. This is a Tianflatci no Doubt my Name was put to the original Pcrfian Paper.’ 
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Q. Was it put to the Firft or Second Paper ? 

A. I don’t recolleft. 

The Houfe obfervcd, there was One Part which Part purported to be a Treaty 
executed j and the Witnefs had been alked, whether he enough rccollcdcd it, to fay, 
whether his Name was put to the Bottom of that Pai>er. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Witneft had faid he put his 
Name to the Firft Paper, which was a PropoHU to obtain a Treaty} and they wiflied 
to know, whether he put it to the Second Paper. 

Before the Anfwcr to this Queftion was taken down, the Witnefs was directed to 
rccolleft himfelf : 

Tlien the Witnefs was afleed, 

What did you fay concerning the Second Paper ? 

A. All I rccolledt is, that the firlt was a Conditional Paper, in which I was engaged to procure 
a Treaty in that Form : And I have no Recolledion of the Second Paper. 

What was the Paper which you faid you have no Rccolleftion of? 

A. The Second Paper, which purports to be a Treaty executed by the Nabob and myfdfi I 
have no Rccolledtion of. 

The laft Qiiefiion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk And then the Whole of the 
Evidence given by the Witnefs this Day was read by the Clerk. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Q. Whether, upon your Recolleaion, you mean to fay, that the Second Paper was a Draught 
of^e Treaty} or, whether it was a Part of the fame Paper which you admit to have figned and 
executed ? 

Q {from a Lord.) Before the Anfwcr to that Queftion is taken down, I wifli the Witnefs to 
be alked, whether he is apprifed that there are Variations between the one Paper and the other ? 

A. No } I have not obfervcd them. 

(T Let him confider it a Moment, and look at it ; as it fti uck me that lefs is granted by the Second 
than is ftipulated by the Firft. Have you compared the Treaties ? 

A. I have. 

Q Do you ftlll continue to ffy, according to your Memory, that the laft Treaty was not aiftually 
executed, but was intended to be a Form to be executed ? 

A. That was the Impreftion upon my Mind }— it is a great many Years ago but I cannot be 
pofitive whether I am rtght or not. 

Q In what Senfe do you ufc the Words, that the Second Paper was a Part of the Firft, as there 
are Variations between them ? 

A. It feems to me to be the Form of the Treaty which the Nabob was to execute •, which 
Treaty 1 engaged with the Begum to procure from the Nabob. 

Q. Have you, or have you nor, any Recollcftion how that Treaty, prepared by you, or fome- 
body elfe, for the Nabob’s Execution, came to be different from that which you engaged to pre- 
vail upon the Nabob to execute ? 

A. I have no Rccollcdion whatever of that. 

Q. (from a Lord.) Do I underftand you to fay this; That what you call the FirH: Part of the 
Paper, was an Engagement for a Treaty; and that the Second Part of the Paper was added to 
that Firft Part, as it were a Form of that Treaty to be executed : If that is what you mean to 
I then wifti to know, whether, if it (hall appear by the Book that there is a Variation in the 
Stibftancc and Senie of the Two, you mean to lay, the Firft was added to the Second with that 
View ? Was it added upon the fame Paper, or in what manner ? 

A, Upon the fame Paper, as far as I recoiled. 

Q. If there were fubftantial Variations, do you fuppofe that they were added ? 

A. I fuppofe it to have been the Form of the Treaty at the Foot of the Agreement; I cannot 
account for tlte Variations. 

Ck Do you think now, it could be a Draft of the Agreement which you had undertaken to 
procure from the Nabob, confidcring ihere is fo capital a, Variation, as a flat Rclufal to that wliicn 
you agree to obtain : Do you know any Reafon for that Variation? 

A. No } 1 do not. 
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Q. Explain how a Treaty, vu^ fuch a Variation as that, could be deemed the Treaty 

voiHiad eneased to procure the Nabob to execute ? ^ . , _ _ , « 

^ A The Firft Part I recolleft pcrlcftly well, the Conditional Part: I have no Recolkaion 
whatever of the Second Part ; and I take it for granted, it was the Form of the Treaty that was 
to be executed by the Nabob. 

Q Have you any Recolle<flion of the Diftance of Time between your executing the Firft, 
and^your drawing out the Second i between the fubfequent Paper being added to the former 

^ i cannot Ibeak to that : I fuppofe it was upon that Paper at tlw Time the Conditional 
Agreement was delivered to the Begum j at the Time I delivered that Conditional Agreement to 
her. 

cx To the Begum ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you fuppofe the Treaty was upon the Conditional Agreement you delivered to the 
Begum ? 

A. Yes i I (hould fuppofe it was. 

Q. Tell me if I undeiftand you right. The Qtieftion was •, Whether there was any Diftance 
of l ime, which you can recoiled, between the fubfequent Paper, the Treaty with the Nabob, 
bcin(» added to the former Paper, and the Execution of that former Paper. 1 underftand you to 
fay, 'you fuppofe it was upon the Paper at the Time the Conditional Agreement was delivered to 

the Begum ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. (from a Lord.) I imderftand you to have faid, that the exprefs Purpofe, or a con- 
fidmblc Part of tlic Motive, for which you was fent to Fyzabad, was to fettle the Difference 
between the Nabob and the Begum ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi From whom had you Inftrudions ? 

A. I had no Inftrudions. 

By whom was you fent ? , « l j 

A. I went of my own Accord; and my Rcafon for doing fo was, that the Begum had an. 
nounced her Intention of letting out from Delhi, to quit the Nabob’s Dominions altogether. I 
went to lAicknow myfelf ; the Nabob was abfent upon a Hunting Party at a ccnflderable Diftance 
from the Capital, and I did conceive there was Time enough to apply to him fo as to prevent the 
Begum from letting out. 

CX Did you flate to the Begum that that was the Objed of your Journey to Fyzabad ? 

No doubt I did ; for it was the only Objed of my Journey to Fyzabad. 

Q. Did you flate to the Begum that this was a Journey undertaken of your own Accord, with- 
out'any particular Inllrudions from the Government at Calcutta ? 

A. I cannot venture to fay that I did ; but it is moft probable that I did. 

I underftand you to lay, that the Begum would not have beetj fatisfied unlcfs your Signature 
had been put to tliis Treaty ; to the Promife to her ? 

A. 1 conceive fhc would not. 

Q. Do you fuppofe her Satisfadion would have been compleat, if Ihe had thought you went up 
merdy as an Individual, or if fhc had not thought you were inverted with the Powers of the Eiig- 
lilh Government ? 

A. I conceive it wouhi at leaft have fatisfied her for a Time. My Agreement with her 
only, that I would ufe my Influence to obtain Terms with the Nabob; if it was incffcdual, Ihe 
ftill was at Libeity to have left the Nabob’s Country, as flie intended before. 

You have not anfwcrcd my Qtieftion. My Queftion was not, whether (he 
have been fatislied with you as Mr. Middleton ; but whether Ihe would have been fatisfied i 
Ihe had not thought you aded under the Authority, and as Agent of the Englilh Government . 

A. I do not apprehend flic could- have confidered me as ading by the Authority of the Oo- 
vernment. 

Whether you confidered the Paper as one Paper or two Papers. Were they tranfmitted to 
Calcutta. Was there any Guarantee teturned from you to the Governor and Council al Calcutta. 

A. No, thcie was not. 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired a Letter of the i 8 th of March I77^' 
from Mr. Ilaftings to the Bhow Begum, might be read. . 

The fame was read from Book 90 , intituled, " Bengal Public Perfian CoiTefpon*^' 
ence,” already delivered in ; beginning at Page i 6 of the fame Book, ^ _ 
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** To the Bhow ^^gum.' 

“ Written i8th March 1778. 

. « I have been favoured with your Letter (Vide N“ i6*.) and underftand the Contents. I have * Sic in Orig. 
alfo heard a particular Account of your Situation from your Vackcel, Akbur Ally Khan. It gives — 
me great Concern to learn that you have experienced lb much Trouble and Moleltation from Im’ocdiol''^ 
the evil Defigns of bad Men. I formerly wrote to Mr. Middleton on this Subjeft, and have now 
repeated my Diredlions to him, that he will pay a particular Attention to all your Commands, and 
prevent, to the utmoft of his Power, cither of himfelf, or by Application to the Nabob, any 
Trouble being given you in future •, and I have no Doubt but you will find that Gentleman ever 
ready to promote your Intereft and I lappinefs. 

“ Your Highnefs is probably unacquainted with the Difficulties and Dangers neccfTarily atten- 
dant on fo long a Voyage as you propofe to make, particularly to Women. You, being totally 
unexperienced in fuch Matters, cannot poffibly imagine even a fmall Part of thein : Should you, 
notwithftanding, ftill continue determined, and the Nabob confents thereto, on which Subjeft I 
have likewjfe direfted Mr. Middleton to apply to him, I beg you will inform me feme Months 
before you propofe to fet off, that I may procure every polfible Accommodation for you. Your 
Vackeel, Akbur Ally Khan now returns to you, and will deliver you this Letter. For the Reit, 
knowing me ever anxious to bear of your Welfare, let me frequently have that Plcafure. 

Then the Witnefs was alked. 

Do you recoiled fuch a Letter as that ? 

A. The Letter is to the Begum j — I never recoiled having feen a Copy or Tranfeript of it, or 
hearing of it till now. 

Q. Do you now fuppofc it probable, that if Mr. Haftings had not given you any fuch Inftrudions, 
thatLetter you have heard read would have been written ? 

A. I (hould fuppofc not ; the Letter feems to refer merely to the Concerns of the Bow Begum. 

Having faid, that the Form of the Treaty was annexed to it at the Time your Engagement 
was given to the Begum, do you think, upon your Recolledion, it was probable you fhould have 
given her an Engagement to prevail upon the Nabob to make a Treaty with her upon certain Terms, 
and have annexed to that Agreement a Treaty contrary to thofe Terms contained in the Fiift 
Engagement ? 

A. I have no other Recolledion upon theSubjed than what I have communicated to your Lord- 
Ihips i and I hope for your Lordfhips Indulgence, confidering it is full Ten Years fince that Tranf- 
adion happened, and I never have rcfrclhed my Memory by perufing any Paper upon the Subjed 
fince. 

Q. To be fure it is a great Diftance of Time : But, having now feen the Papers, do you think 
you could have made an Agreement to obtain a Treaty in her Favour from the Nabob, that was 
eflentially different from that Treaty propofed to be executed by the Nabob : Whether you now 
think it probable, that could have been the Treaty which you fhewed her, as an Execution of the 
Promife you then made her ? 

No Anfwer. 

Have you looked over thofe Papers ? 

A. I have. 

Qj^ Do you think it probable, under all thofe CircumffanCes, you lliould have delivered that 
Paper to the Begum, unlcfs it had been adually figned by the Nabob ? 

A. This Letter is from the Bow Begum, it feems to refer intirfely to the Treaty between her and 
her Son, and to have no Reference that 1 perceive to the Elder Begum. 

Q. The Queftion is not upon the Interpretation of the Letter (hewn you, but whether upon 
the Obfervations you have had an Opportunity to make upon the Paper, you would have carried 
that Paper to the Begum, if h had not been prcvioufly executed by die Nabob f 

A. I cannot account for the Difference, confidering it as the Draft of a Treaty to be executed i 
I cannot account for the Difference between that and the Articles of my Conditions with the Be- 
gums. 

Q. The Queftion is, Do you or do you not think it probable that that Treaty muft have been 
executed before you delivered it to the Begum ? , , r . • j 

A. I cannot give any other Explanation of the Matter than I have already fubmitted to your 

Lordfhips. 

Q, Whether you have attended to the Circumftancc of the Nabob’s faying, I have given my 
Bo^ for the Money, in the Second Paper ? *' ' 

A. 1 have, and fee it is fo ftated. 


Q. When 
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Q. When you gave Minutes to Maj^cottfor Mr. Haftings’ Defence, did you bring this Sub. 
jed to your Recolleft.on ? ^ 

A. I did not •, I do not rccolleft there is any Thing upon the SubjeA ia the Metnorahdums J 
gave to Major Scott. 

The Managers for the Commons faid, They would not prefs this Matter further, 
but proceeed to alk a few Queftions relative to the Authority which the Witnefs dif- 
clalmed having received from the Board. — That they did not think it neceffary to efta- 
blifh that he had Authority from the Board j but they would alk, whether the Witnefs 
did not, in a Letter of the 27th of January 1778, written by him to the Board, from 
Fyzabad, at the Time he was Rcfident there, exprefs himfelf thus ; 

The following Palfagc was read to the Witnefs : 

“ I apprelieiul there will be no Impropriety in my becoming a Surety for tlieir Performance j 
in which Calc the direct Imerpoficion of the Honourable Board will not be neceffary : But if, on 
the contrary, lie fhould lefiifc his Concurrence, I beg Leave, with humble Submiffion, to fug- 
gt ll the Necedity of an immcdi.ate Exertion of their Influence to fecure to the Begum whatever 
they may be plcaitil to conlider her undifputed Rights •, when I doubt not 1 fliall be able to pre- 
v.nl upon her to ichnquilh her Defign ot a Pilgrimage to Korbulla altogether, though at prcl'ent 
ffic declare;, her Inteniioii of proleculing it .it the Expiration of Two or Three M9nths, even ad- 
mictiiig her Kciiuifitions are complied with.” 

The the Witnefs was alked. 

Do you remember any Thing of that Sort ? 

A. I catinoi remember the particular Paffage. I certainly wrote Letters from Fyzabad at the 
Time : 1 wilh to refer to them. 

Whether you ever received any Letter from Mr. Haftings, or the Council, prohibiting your 
becoming Guarantee ? 

A. I did not I if I did receive any they certainly will appear upon the Minutes. 

(l/y Counfel.) Whether you rccolleA bemg referred toby the Honourable Committee of Ma* 
nageis to thole Papers, to refreflt your Memory v and if you were fo referred to thofe Papers, did 
you look at them 

A. I do not rcmenilier being referred by the Honourable Managers to thofe Papers, nor had I 
.my Mc.ins of icferiing to them, as all my Papers were laid before the Houfc of Commons, where 
tlicy now are. 

Q. Whether you know of any Inftance of a Treaty being adually executed without bearing a 
Date, during the 'I'ime you were in India ? 

A. I cannot lay that I remember any Inftance of that Sort. 

{by the MMa^ers.) The Witnefs has been alked, whether he rccollefls any Inftance of a 
'I’rcaty ligned without a Date j I would alk, Whether the Engagement to procure the Treaty which 
he figned, has a Date to it ? 

A. It does not appear to have any Date. 

Q. Whether you do not remember being examined to this Treaty of 1778, at the India Houfe, 
when the Committee appointed to draw up the Articles of Inojieachmcnc, fat there ? 

A. I do not recollcift being particularly examined to this Treaty. 

Do you remember being examined at all at that Time at the India Houfe f 
A. I was examined at the India Houfe certainly. I recollect that. 

Do you not rccollcift particular Paffages of your Letters and Corrcfpondcncc alt this Time i 
Pafl'ages of the Treaty, and the concluding Words, “ the Englilh are Guarantees to the above 
Engagement as lonn as the Begum fhall cxift,” being read to you afthe India Houfe f 
A. I do not recoiled any pirticular Examin.ation upon the Subjed. 

Do you not particularly recoiled Mr. Anftruthcr examining you to this Subjed at the Itldkt 
Houle, 

A. I do not recoiled by whom I was examined ? 

Do you rciiKmbcr being examined by any Body as to the Subjed ? 

A. I ilo not. 

Q. Whether you do not recoiled my reading to you the Paffage I have juft ftated, in the Secret . 
Committee appointed to condud the Impeachment agaipft Warren Haftings ? 

A. I do recolkd being examined by Mr. Adam upon the Subjed in the Committee in. the 
Houfe of Commons. I cannot remember the particular C^eftions but I referred tO my Cofrel* 
■ponde.'KC in the Poffelfion of the Managers. 
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(V (from a Lord.) Do you rccolleft the Begum com^daining of the Variations, at tlic Time 
youprefented the Engagement for the Treaty to her ? ^ 

A. I have not a clear RecoUedion of the Matter at fo great a Diftance of Time. 

Q. At what Time was this T ranfadion between you and the Begum ? 

A. In the Year 1778. 

[from a Lord.) Whether you tranfmitted all the Papers to Calcutta ? 

A. I beg not to anfwcr that C^eftion. 

Whether you ever had any, and what, and whofe Diredions, not to tranfmit any, and what 
papers to Calcutta ? 

A. None. 

I mean to the Government at Calcutta ? 

A. None. 

{from a Lord.) You fay, you entered into an Engagement to procure a Treaty with the Na- 
bob upon certain Conditions ; I wi(h to allc, fincc your Recolledion is not perfed as to Particu- 
lars, whether it docs not ferve you thus far, to recoiled, whether that Negociation with the 
Nabob fucceeded or failed ? 

A. As far as my Recolledion ferves me, I underftand that it failed ; but I fpeak upon very im- 
perfed Recolledion of the Tranfadion. 

{from a Lord.) Do exert your Recolledion to the ufmoft before this Evidence is clofed, and 
conlidcr whether you, who were employed in many important Negociations, can have any Negocia- 
tion of great Confequcnce fo obliterated from your Memory, as not to know what the Event of it 
was. I don’t alk as to the Particulars of it ; but whether it did fucceed wholly, or in Parr, or 
totally failed. Whether it is poflible that the Event of fuch a Negociation as this Ihould efcape 
your Memory ? 

A. It is poflible ; for it really docs cfcape my Memory. 

Do you remember what Steps you took, if any, in Confcquence of the Agreement you 
entered into with the Begum, towards getting the Treaty executed by the Nabob ? 

A. I take it for granted, when I met with the Nabob, I ufed every Means in my Power to 
procure the Treaty from him in the Terms of the conditional Agreement I had given to the 
Begum. 

Q. Whether you tranfmitted at any Time, in any Shape, and in any Manner, any Account 
to Calcutta, either to the Governor General, or to the (Jovernor General and Council, of the 
Negociation you had entered into, and which you conceived to be a Part of your official Duty to 
enter into ? 

A. I'o the beft of my Recolledion I did. I wrote to the Governor and Council upon it. 

Having ftated, that you did not, to the bell of your Recolledion, tranfmit this Treaty, 
cither the one which you •remember to have figned, or the other which you do not recoiled to 
have been executed ; whether any, or what Diffatisfadion upon the Part of the Government, was 
at any Time conveyed to you for fuch Negled of Duty, when that Ncgled became ajrparent Irom 
the Communication made fubfequently by Mr. Puiliiig? Whether the Government did at any 
Time exprefs Diflatisfadion to you for not having made this Communication ? 

A. No ; I do not recoiled they did. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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Die jcrvist 24 " Jprilis 1788 . 


T he Lords being m their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufiml Proclamation:) 

made, and the Defendam appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons Informed the Houfe, they would now pio- 
ceed with further Evidence of the Guarantee to the Princefles of Oude, and of 
their Friendlhip with the Eaft India Company, contained in the Correfpondence 
between Mr. Purling, the Refident at the Court of Oude, and the Government at 
Calcutta. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called in ; and produced Book 26, 
intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 29th February to 24th July 1780." 

Read, the following Extraft of Appendix to a Confult.ation of the 2 2d June 
1780, beginning at Page 529 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, the 22d of June 1780. 
“ At a Council j Prefent, ' 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcficlent. 

Philip Francis, 7 ^- . 

Edward Wbeler, 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent On a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 


Sernt Dept, 


“TRANSLATE. 

“ Letter from the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah to Mr. C. Purling. 

“ I have received your Letter.— You write, that yOu informed the Council, in the Month of 
Maug, that I had not Sources in my Country, and my Expcnces were very great ; and th.it you 
have received an Anfwer from the Council, that whatever Balance was due at the F.nd of the 
Year, I fhould pay ; and that the Sum 1,06,62,000 Rupees, which were granted as Aficts, flioukl 
fuffer no Diminution ; nor will the Gentlemen of the Council allow One Rupee; but that, agree- 
able to the Account Particulars, the Balance of 1,36,62,188 ; 12 mull be alTigned. 

“ I have in no Refpedl failed in my Compliance with the Plcalurc of the Council, or my 
Friendfhip for the Company, as far as I have had Ability, And I have acquainted you very 
fully with the State of my Country, and the Sources of the Revenue : Anti I have even put a Stop 
to the Expences of my Table, and the Animals which 1 ought to keep ; and tlie Jaghcers of my 
Servants and Attendants; and there are AlTcts of 98,98,375. After tliis. I wrote tlie Jagheers 
of my Grandmother and my Mother, and of the Nabob Sallar Jung, anei of my family,' and 
the Sons of my Uncle Mkza Alla Khan, which were granted them for tluir Livelihood;* and 
they amounteci to the Sum of 7,63,625 Rupees. By this Means has the Bufimfs been done.’ But 
they all poflefs Engagements. And 1 have made over in AlTignmcnt the Expcnces of rny fable, 
which I have put a Stop to with this View, that the Gentlemen of the Council, undeiflanding 
my diftrefled Situation, would fhew me their Friendfhip. I at firft oppolcd the afligning the 
Jaghcers of mv Grandmother and Mother, and my Uncle. Now that the Council have, upon 
fuch a Reprclentation of my Diftrefs, written, that there lhall not be Icfs Allignments than 
1,06,62,000 Rupees, and that the Balance of 1,36,62,188 muft bc' given, I am acquainted with 
the Particulars of the 1,36,62,188. If the Gentlemen of the Council, or you, Sir, will inform 
yourfelvcs from the Accounts, you will find, it is not to bc obtained. Whatever, in Jullicc, can 
be obtained from the Accounts, have been granted ; but at this Time Aflignments are de- 
manded of me. The BufineTs of the World is cafy, andpafles away ; and the Gentlemen of tlie 
Council fhould, in every 'I'hing that is juft, be my Guardians and my Friends. I do not put my 
Life in Competition with Friendfhip. Whatever Aficts were in the Country, with even my 
Table, my Animals, the Jagheers of my Servants and Attendants, are granted in Afilgnments 
amounting to 98,98,375 Rupees : Befides thefe, the Jagheers of my Grandmother, Mother, and 
my Uncles, the Nabobs Mirza Alice and Sallar Jung, which were granted them tor their Main- 
tenance, are at your Difpofal. If the Council have diredlcd you to attach them, do it. In the 

Country 
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4. Sources remain, andJi have no Means* for I have not a Subfiftcncc. Alas ! 

fr.rE“p^" .h.y will fc,« .he Purpofe of n., Fne„as. .ky 

* J f r tWm • the Country and the Autnils are at Hand 5 wherever Aflets can be found, uke 
[km-l<io^o.’opUeit-lI this Situation I am in Want of a daily Sobfiflence-I feed upon the 
How and ExpeSation of T.anquilli.y-Upon this the Councils Older ts art. red.- Whatever 
OTKceds from Vtiendihip is eood-my Situation u no Way concealed-wHow long Ihall 1 dwe,l 
upon my Misfortunes !— — I have written lufficicnt. 

Read, from the fame Book, Page 67, Extraa of a Confultation of the 3d of April 
1780. 

“ Fort William, 3d April 1780. 

“ At' a Council ♦, Prefent, 

« The Honourable Warren' Maftings, Governor General^ Prefidentt 
Philip Francis, ^ jEfquires. 


Edward Wheler, 


« To Mr. Purling. 


“ wfth’refpca to the jagheers, we are not competent to judge of the Propriety of fetaihrhg Or 
vicldin<F them back to their Proprietors, not knowing who they are j and we defire that you yvAl 

afford us every Information in your Power relative to this Point (a). 

" ’ “We are, &c. 

[Signed at the End of the Confultation] 

Warren Hj(Ving6, 
Phihp Francis, 
Edward Wheler.” 

Read, from Page 490 of the fame Book, the following Extraft of a Confultation of 
the 2 2d June 1780. 

“ Fort William, the 22d June 1780. 

*« At a Council •, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prcfidentj 

ffid'wSt. 

« Read the following Letter from the Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, 

(“ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, _ ^ 

“ I have been duly honoured with your Letter of the 3d indant, requiring an additional Grant 
“ of 30,00,18,812 Rupees, in Tunkaws, from his Excellency the Vizier, and declaring yoUr Dil- 
« approval’ of the Rcmiffion of any Part of the Affignments alieady granted j on the contrary, that 
“ if any of the Jagheers were reftored, other Affignments of equal Value and Security arc to be taken 
“ in their Stead. Likewife defiling every Information relative to the Jagheers.”) 

[“ The Account, Particulars of the Jagheers, I have the Honour to enclofc, witlr fuch Remarks 
^ and Papers annexed to them, as, I hope, will prove fully explanatory on the Points you require 
Information on. I have nothing to add, but that no One has advanced a Claim to an Exemption, 
but thofe obferved upon in the Account. The N.'ibob certainly exerts an abfolutc Authority, as 
to the continuing or refuming of every private Jagheer.] * t- 1 

c (“ Immediately after the Arrival of the Board’s abovementidrted Orders, I addreffed his Lxcei- 
^ “ Icncy in the cnclofcd Letter marked A, which is a Tranflate, and received an Ahfwer, of which 
“ I forward Copy of the Perfian and Tranflatc B. In confequenceof his Excellency’s Orders, the 
enclofcd Abflraft of the Vrholc Amount of his Finances and Dilbui•fen^cnts was prepared, and 
“ would have been forwarded to you long ere this but the Time it has unavoidably taken to 
arrange it for your Infpcftion will, I hope, prove a fatisfaftory Apology for the Dday > fuch 
“ Remarks as arc explanatory of the Account I have annexed to it. 

“ It is hardly ncccffary to obferve, that the Dedudions allowed on Account of the Drought 
“ arc the chief Caufc ot the Nabob’s prefent Diftrels, as will be plainly feen by the Second Head 

“ of the Abllraft. _ j t. ’ll 

“ The Board will perceive in my Letter to his F.xcellcncy the Vizier, that I have defired he wiii 
“ prohibit the fcveral Aumils from paying any further Sums to the private Tuncawdars, whoje 
« Claims, according to the Abftracf, amount to R* 26,04,671 : 9. This Sum, which I regardec! 
“ as the only Source capable of furnifliing new Affignments, includes many of the Nabob’s public 
“ I'lhblifhmencs, fomc Tuncaws granted for the Pay of his private Debts, and others for the 
“ Arrears due to his Servants. The greater Part of this Sum has been paid, and fome Part wil 


§ 


§ 


(a) Vide Appendix, N' XXVI. 
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unavoidably 
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unavoidably remain in Balance ; nor do I think, that in cafe a Stop was put to the further Re- 
ccipts of thcfe Tuncawdars, there would be obtained Three Lacks of Rupces.—In Ihort, as I 
« believe this Account contains a true Rcprclentation of the State of the Nabob’s Finances i and 
as his private Expences are much circumfcribed, in comparifon with former Periods, it does 
“ not appear to me pofTible that any further Expcdlations can be anfwered in the prefent Year. 

“ flaving given my Opinion upon the Honourable Board's Requifition for furtlicr Tunkaws, us 
far as I could judge from the Abflraft, and the belt Information I could obtain, 1 beg your In- 
“ dulgence while 1 lay before you the following Obfervations. 

“ Under the Head of Mootina, or Kxpenecs of Troops Itationcd with the Aiimils for the Pur* 
‘‘ pofe of enforcing the Payment of the Revenues, there appear^ a Sum of 53 Lacks of RujKcs. 
“ Tho’ from the natural State of this Country, where the Zemindars take immediate Advantage 
“ of every Relaxation in the Government, and continually avail themlclves of the Removal of 
“ the Forces from their Dillrids, by railing l'roo|>s of their own, building h'orts, and withholding 
“ their Rents, fuch a Charge is always necellary, yet the Amount of it here Icems very exorbitant \ 
and the Purpofc for which thele Sums are allowed appears not to be anlwered, becaiile whi’iv 
“ ever the Aumils are preffed, they have always Recourletothe Honourable Company’s Battalions. 
“ Some Regulations might be made to put thele Fortes on a rclpe(::lable booting, anlwer all the 
“ Ends of this Government, and lave a confulerable Sum of Mone y. 'J his, I imagine, might be 
“ accomplifhed in the enfuing Year i the prefent is too far advanced to admit of a new Regulation, 
“ As the Firfl Objeft mull ever be*, to feture fufficient Sums in the Beginning to anlwer tlic 
Exigencies of the whole Year, it appears necellary, that the Kllimate, having been fubmittccl to 
“ the Honourable Boards (bould be returned with fuch a Letter through him to his Fxcclkncy, 
“ as to fliew him that the Uefident has no Authority to difpenfe with any Part of it, and tlut he ails 
“ in fuch Demands agreeable to tlicir Injundlions. 'Fhis Letter Ihould at leall be wiittcn a Month 
“ before the Conclufion of the old Year, that private Tunkawdars may be totally excluded till the 
Honourable Company’s Claims are faiissGed. d'his has occurred to me from the Cunvidion, 
“ which the N'abob in all his Converfations appeared to have, that the Honourable Board would, 
upon his Reprclentation, dilmils the Fdlablifhments paid by Mr, Wombwell. In this Idea, his 
“ F^xccllency would not hear of another Demand, until he fliould receive the Honourable Board’s 
Anlwer to his Refufal. The Change in the Refident was a Delay of a Month and a Half in ob- 
taining the additional Tuncaws. The Reference afterwards to your Honourable Board, waiting 
the Reply, and then fettling the Agreements and Accounts with the Aumils, lull full Five 
Months of the Year. The Kerreef Harvelt, Imall as it was, owing to tlie Drought, was loll ; 
and the realizing of the Company’s Tuncaws upon a Colledlion of Fight Months depended 
on a Six Months Source, the Rubbee Harvtll, Another peculiar though unavoidable Circum- 
(lance has occurred to oppofe my Handing in lb fair a Light in my Cullcftions as my Prede- 
‘‘ ceflbrs, and that is, that my Predcceflbrs were allowed to keep their Accounts till the Collec- 
tions of the Month were clofed, which did not happen till a Month after: They did not clule 
“ their Colleftions and fend away their Accounts at the End of the Month ; this makes their 
Colledlions in the Accounts appear uniform, while mine, under the late Regulation, are lent 
away at the End of each Month, and the Kids having, from invariable Culton), never been 
paid till near the End of the enfuing, my Accounts mull always have a Balance of a whole Kill. 

1 have the Honour to fubmit to your Honourable Board an Ellimate of the Receipts and Dil- 
“ burfements of my Treafury for the pall Seven Months of the Year. The Troops are all paid 
up to the prefent Time, and I calculate, that the Amount required for the neceflary Uilburfe. 
ments of the Remainder of the Year, cxclufivc of all Contingencies, will be about 30 Lacks 
of Rupees. — This is about the Sum 1 expeft will be realized iiuhe Courle of theab(Jvemcntioncd 
Period, after deduding the Batta between Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees and the fcvcral 
** Species which arecolleded from the Country, TheEftimatc of 30 Lacks 1 cannot declare to 
be juft, becaufe the Paymallcrs have not furnilhed me with their. Accounts Current with the 
Military Paymafter General, to the prefent Period, which alone could ferve me in my Calcula- 
tion. The Want of thcfe Accounts prevents my keeping my own with the Regularity I could 
“ wifli, 

** Lucknow, I have the Honour, &c. &c. 

^ 30th April 1780. (Signed) C. Purling.’^ 

“ Ordered, That the Inclofurcs in the above Letter be entered after the Confultation 


{a) Vide Appendix, N® XXVII, 
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Tlie Managers for the C^mons acquainted the Hqvrfc, they ^irould next read 
the Order of the Board to #r. Purling, upon this Rieprcfentatioij to f-clforc tlic 
Jaghiics. . . , 

Read, the following Extract from the fame Confultation, 'beginningi at Page 501, of 
the fame BooH. 

[“ Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Purling. 

“ We have receiveil your Letters of the 3 ill of April and 2 2d of May, with their fevtral 
Inchifures. . • 

“ At this late Period of the Year, and in confet]uencc of the llrong Objeiftions made hy his 
Excellency tlie Viz er, added to the Teltimony which you bear to the 'J'ruth of the Account given 
of the State of lu, Einances, we arc compelled for the prefent to wave our Clat-n to' the ilJi. 
tioni! Allignments, which incur Letter of the 3d of April, wc required you to obtain fji the 
whole Aii'.ouiit of the Company’s Demand upon hitn ; but we hojje, tliat at the Commeneeinciu 
of the Year enfuing, your Efforts, not only to provide for the Exigencies of that Year, but lu 
lecurc tlie Payment of tlie Balance due from Ins Excellency at the Conclufion of the ptcitni, 
will he rtiore luctclslol.”] _ 

§ (“ I he I'.xpence attending the Collcflion of the Nabob’s Revenues, dated in the Account 

“ accompanying your Letter under the 1 leads Mootaina and Aerajaut and Malil Charges, 

“ amounting in all to the Sum of Kiipees 57,92,954. 6 . is lo enormous and unreafonable, mat 
“ wc know not in wliat Manner to account for it, without fuppofing fueh unlimited Abiifes to lx; 

“ committed by the Perfons in Chaige of the Collcdion as require the mod decifive Exertion ut 
“ his Excellency to pot an End tO them. We direft,- that you turnilh us as foon as pollible with 
“ the Particulars of ihele Articles of Expcnce and wc defire tliat, at the appioaching Settlement 
“ of the Revenues for the Year 1188, your Attention may be particularly direclcd to the Dimi- 
“ iiuiion of it, and tint you recommend in the dronged Manner to the Vizier tliC Necedity, of 
“ his applying the mod cdcftual Remedy to the Abufc, and a principal Means of etTediiig it, 

“ the total Kedutflion of the Mutaina Troops. 

“ We have attended to the Explanation and Particulars which you have tranfmitted to us of 
“ the private Jagliires, and authorize you to redorc the Allignments on them to the Proprietors, 

“ Port William, Wc are, ^cc.”) § 

22d June 1780. 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next read 
a Paper from Mr. Haftings’s Defence delivered in at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, 
to fltew that, after thofe Treaties had been tranfmitted to Calcutta, and recorded by 
Mr. Hdllings there, he himfelf mentions, that both the Begums were poirelRd of 
T reaties and Guarantees from the Compaoy. 

Read, the following Extract from the Manufeript Defence, beginning at Page 232 
of the fame. 

“ No Injury was intendcil or could polTibly arife to the Begums, from the Refumption of the 
Jagluers; they wete found dedrudlivc of the Nabob’s Revenue, and dangerous to the very Exil- 
teiice ol his Government ; ilicy had been made tlie Sources to feet! a RcbcUjoii. It was nectlfary 
therefore to refumc them and the only Change which the Begums Situation could undergo from 
it, was the Subditutionof the Nabob’s Agency, with tlie pledged Security of the Company’s lltfi- 
denr, in lieu of that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Baliar Ally Cawn. No Stipulation was made m 
Eavour of any other jaghcerdars, bccaufc the Faith of the Company was not concerned 
in it {a}." 

The Managers for tlie Commons Rated, They would next read another Fadiigc 
to the fame Purpofe; in which the Houfe would obferve, Mr. Hallings repre- 
fonts the particular View of the Nabob at the Time of the Treaty of Clumar, 
to be the Refumption of the jaghircs of his Mother and Grandmotlier. 

Read alfo, the following Extract, beginrting at Page 237 of the Manufeript. 

“ When the Nabob fo carneflly defired my Sanftion for the RTumption of the jaghcers, he 
certainly had m View only the Begums, .-.nd a few others of Magnitude, which he cmfi-lcied pm- 
tefled cither by the Guarantee or Eavour of the Company. He could not be fuppofed to afk inV 
Sanction to (he Refumption of Gr.iiits, in which the Company’s i'aidi was no Ways conccrntsi ; 



but 


(a) Vide fiipi,), Pago 415, Par. 4. 
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but being aware that his Excellency'intendcd a partial IWuinption, referving the Jagheers of his 
particular Favourite^, who from their Charaftcr* and Conduft ought to be the fiift proferibed, 
I determined to defeat the Defign by advifmg him to make the Uefumption general, and he en! 
gaged to follow my Advice. The Confequence of this his Excellency did not at the Time advert 
to ; but when he dilcovorcd that, by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my determined Adherence 
to it, he was piecluded from (lievving any Partiality j and moreover, that the Produce of the jag- 
heers, when refumed, inftead of coming immediately Into his Pofleffion, was to be appropriated to 
the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I exprcfsly ftipulated, he became indif- 
ferent, and even apparently averfc to the’ Kefumption {a )." 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted tlie Houfe, They had been in- 
formed by Mr. Goring, One of the Wirnelics examined on Tuefday laft, that there 
was a Ciicumlfance in his Evidence, which, upon having Recourfe to his Papers, lie 
difeovered to be in fome Degree erroneous, and was therefore very dcfirous of cor- 
recting. For this Purpofe, they Ihould requeft Mr. Goring might now be called to 
the Bar. 

Accordingly, Mr. GORING was called irt j alid alked, 

Q. Do you wilh to explain any Thing in the Evidence you gave to the Houfe upon Tueldav 
laft ? 

A. Upon my firft Vifit to the Begum, I recolleft her having taken Notice of the Power granted 
to me by the Supreme Council of Bengal : She then faid, if (he was to be removed from the 
Nabob’s Palace, Ihe would go to Calcutta : I allured her, that as that Power was principally in 
me, Ihe need be under no Apprchenfion whatever ; that I Ihould treat her with the utmoll Refpeft 
and Attention as long as I continued there. 1 informed your Lordihips, the laft Time I was 
examined, that the Begum had taken no Notice of the Power granted to me till the laft Vifit I 
paid her ; but I find, upon referring to my Papers, Ihe did take Notice of it upon my opening 
my CommilTion to her. 

^ {l>y Counfet.) I underftood you to have faid, upon yoUr laft Examination, that you faw the 
Widow of Surajah Dowlah, and that Ihc refided at Moorlhedabad : 1 wilh to alTc, Whether you 
are, at this Day, pofitive that there was any fuch Perfon exifting at the Time you mentioned : 
At what Time was it you faw this Lady, whom you fuppofc to be the Widow of Surajah Dow- 
lah ? 

A. When I went up to Moorlhedabad upon this Commiflion, which I received upon the lotli 
of May 1775 , I cannot now precifely 'tell the Day, I paid Vifits to every Perfon of Rank and 
Confequence ■, but I had hegicfted to pay a Vifit to this Lady : She fent her Eunuch to me, to 
inform me who Ihe was •, and I underftood, from the MelTagc the Eunuch brought me, that flic 
was the Widow of Surajah Dowlah. 

Have you any other Rcafon for believing the Faft to be fo, except that McfiTage ? 

A. Undoubtedly ■, for 1 paid her a Vifit at her own Houfe} as 1 had done to every other Per- 
fon of Confequence. 

Q; Was the Perfon of whom you fpeak, generally reputed, in Moorlhedabad, to be the Wi- 
dow of Surajah Dowlah ? 

A, I have not the leaft Doubt of it. She lived in a very magnificent Manner, had a very 
large Palace there, and confequently miift be a Perfon well known. The Women do not appear 
in Publick there. 

Q. Was there any Thing peculiar to the Stile or Appearance of the Widow of Surajah 
Dowlah, fo as to diftinguifli her from other Perfons of her Rank and Condition ? 

A. I do not very well comprehend the Queftion. 

Is there any Thing in their Houfes, or any Thing particular in their Mode of living, fo as 
to dij^inguilh them ? 

A. I only faw the Size of the Houfe, and the Number of Attendants. 

. (^ Is there any Thing in the Appearance of their Houfes, or Families, or Eftablilhments, that 
diftinguifli Ladies belonging to the Firft Family either of Surajah Dowlah, or of other Nabobs, 
from other Women of Diftinftion and Opulence ? 

A. No I nothing that I know of. 

(from a Lord.) I wilh him to be alked, if he ever heard that this Lady was not the Widow of 
Sujah Dowlah ? 

A. Never. 

Q. How lorig did you continue at Moorlhedabad after the Time of this Vifit ? 

A. Some Months. 


* Vide fiipra, Page 416, Par. 2. 
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Had you any other OccaHon to pa^four Compliments to her ? 

A. She did me the Honour to inTite Tne to her Houfe i gave me a very tuajginificent Entertain* 
ment, and offered me confiderabk Prefents, which I icfufed as I did cvcfy Prefent that was offered 
to me. 

Q. (from a Lord.) I wilh the WItnefi to bt afkeds if he Ihould have thought himlelf ^tborized, 
under the Orders he received, to have difooirelTed the Begom of her Palace by Force, in cafe Ihc 
had refufed to comply with thofc Orders r 

A. I certainly would have made ufc of eve^ Means in my Power before I would have come to 
fuch Extremity as that, if I would have dottc it ai alU but I do not think I ihould. 

Q, Were your Inftruftions written Inftruiftions ? 

A. Yes. 

Where are they ? 

A. They arc upon Record. 

CcKnfel.) I abftained, the lail Thne the Wtenefs was examined, from afking as to tltt 
Purport of thofc Inftruflions, underflanding they were upon Record, not thinking it proper to 
examine him to a Paper in Exiffence •, 1 wilh to have the Faft from the Wknels, whether the otigi- 
nal Inilrudions ate or are not in his Poi 1 eirit>n ? 

A. < believe they are. 

Have you thofe InflrttAions with you at this Time ? 

A. I have not. ’ . 

Q. When did you fee them lafti**-you fey you believe they arc j — I swfh to know whether you 
iwc not pofitive they are ? 

A. 1 have not the leafl ObjeAion to produce them, nor any Paper in my Power. ' 

(from a Lord.) From whom had you your Inftruftions ? 

A. From the Governor General and Council. 

Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Tlien CHARLES PURLING Efquire was called in j and being fwom, was fS» 
amined as follows. 

In what Situation was you in India in the Year sySo? 

A. I was the Kefident upon the Part of the Company at Lucknow. 

Qi Do you rccolleft when you went to rCfidc in that Clttraft*r ? 

A. In November 1779. 

How long did you continue there ? 

A? A Year 5 till November 1780. 

Q. What Negpeiations had you with the Nabob Vizier, or his Minifter, re^fting the Refump- 
fion of the Jaghires in general ? 

A. The Jaghires were never refumed. 

But what Negotiations had you upon the Subjeft (rf their being refumed > was there any 
Propofal for rCfuming them ? 

A. No Propofals tor refuming them. 

Q. If there was no Propofal whatever for refuming them, what was the Propofal made by you 
refpedling the Jaghires ? 

A. That they Ihould be taxed m a certain Proportion. 

Q. Do you mean a Tax that was to fall only upon the Eftates called Jaghires, or upon other 
Land-holders bcfidcs ? 

A. Only upon the Jaghires. 

Qj^ Whether the Nabob was averfe, or otherwifc, to that Propofition j how did he receive ih* 
Propofition ? 

A. I think, upon my firft Negotiation for additional Tuncaws upon the Company’s Debt, the 
Nabob propofed the taxing the Jaghires t but afterwards, when 1 propofed to him to Tax them, 
be was very much averfc to itj that was fome Time after he propofed himfelf at firft to Tax 
them. 

Then your Negotiations began by demanding Tuncaws, or Aflignments, upon the Revenue 
Lands, for the Company's Debt. 

A. Yes, upon the Revenue Lands, 

3 


Q. Give 
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Q. Give yoUr Account of the Tranfadlion ? * 

A. Upon my firft going to Lucknow", I found it neccin% to demand from the Nabob addU 
fional Tuncaws to what Mr. Middleton had already obtained from the Nabob for the yearly 
Expenccs and the Company’s Debt. 

Do yo«4 nnean the Vizier’s yearly Expenccs — was you to take Tuncaws for the Vizier’s 
Expences ? 

A. By no Means j the Vizier’s Expenccs were thofe incurred for the Company’s Troops in 
his provinces, ^ 

Q. What was the End and Extent of your Demand of the Tuncaws ? 

A. To pay the different Troops, on the Part of the Company, llationed m his Dominions, and 
for the Civil Expenccs at Lucknow, 

What is yojjr Defeription of the Civil Expenccs ? 

A. The Refident’s Expcnces. 

That was your Reafon for demanding the additional Tuncaws ? 

A. Yes, and for the Company’s Debt. ^ 

Give an Account of the Progrefs of that Negotiation, according to your Memory of it ? 

A. Upon my firft Meeting with the Nabob, he granted, additional Tuncaws for Thirty Lacks 
of Rupees, or 3oo,<X)o 1 . beyond what Mr. Middleton had obtained before my Arrival at Lucknow j 
and the Nabob then fuggerted, that if more fhould be de,mandcd that the Jaghires might be taxed : 

I think fo, to the belt of niy Recolledion j and I fhould be very glad to refer to the Records, to fee 
whether I did not mention this to the Council at Calcutta — 1 do not recollect whether I did or not* 

The Managecs for the Commons were afleed, how that was in point of Fact ? 

The, Managers for die Commons faid, they would read a Paffage to the Witnefs, 
which he perhaps would recollect. 

The Houfe obferved. That the Examination of the Witnefs was to a Matter 
which he conduced as an Officer of Government Eight or Nine Years agoj that 
he was willing to give a full Account of it, as far as his Memory went j but liaving 
tranfmitted the Fa£i: to the Company, he wifhed to be affifted with the Account 
he gave of it at the Time, to refrefli his Memory j which was but rcafonable ; for 
if he had taken Notes of it at the Time, he could refer to thofe Notes for that 
Purpofe. 

Read, the following Extract of a , Secret Confultation of the 3d April 1780, from 
Book 26, already delivered in, beginning at Page 60 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 3d April 1780. 

“ At a Council i Prefent, Secret Dtpt. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident^ 

“ Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Purling to the Governor General and Council. 

“ I have now the Honour to inform you, that his Excellency has been plcafcd to grant Tuncaws Mr.rurUivj. 
for 37,80,000 more, which makes, with the former Grants, about R.upces 1,06,62,000. I beg 
Leave to enclofe the Account Eftimate of Demands made on his Excellency and the Generd 
Kiftbundee. I hope the Sum granted will be more than fufficient for the Exigencies of the Year, 
though inferior to that of the Eftimate, which amounts to 120 Lacks, including the Balance of the 
Honourable Company’s Account current with the Vizier to the End of Baudun 1 1 86. Out of this 
Eftimate I have omitted the Demand for the Donation to the. Army, and the Six Lacks eftimated 
Lofs on the Exchange 5 for the Nabob declares an utter Impoflibility to provide more Money for the 
prefent Year ; and, indeed, the Situation of his Excellency’s Affairs at this Period arc fuch as 
demand my faithful Reprefentation of them, apd a very ferious Confideration on the Part of Your 
Honourable Board •, and Sir Eyre Coote, who has an Opportunity of judging on the Spot, has 
required it of me as a Point of indifpenfablc Duty. To be enabled to provide fo large a Sum 
upon the reduced State of his Finances, when Half the Year is elapfed, and One Harvclt totally 
deftroyed for want of timely Rain, his Excellency is now certainly getting rid of a great Part of 
the Animals he has kept, cither for his State or for his Diverfion > has reduced Part of his Troops 
which attended his Perfon, has difbanded many of his Battalions raifed for his ColleAions, hasdif- 
charged a large Number of the Servants of his Houfchold, among whom are included many old 
Attendants of his Family, and has put an entire Stop to his Buildings. Notwithftanding thefe 
Retrenchments, his Excellency has been obliged to give Affignments upon his Jaghcerdars to the 

6 H Amount 
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Amount of near 15 Lacks of Rupees. The only Means of relieving the Nabob from his prefent 
Didrels is, by fufperKiing the Dema^of the Balance of the laft Year’s Account current with the 
Honourable Company, which, I have Rcafon to believe, his Excellency will befatisfied with-, and 
there is no Doubt he will be able to pay in theenluing Year, if the Misfortune of a Second Drowth 
docs not prevent his refuming the large Deduftions he has been obliged to give his Colleftors. If 
your Honourable Board are pleafed to give your Alicnt to this, the Accounts of the Grants will 
Hand thus : 

Amount of the Tuncaws for the Year 1187,** — ^>06,62,000 — 

I lis h.xctllcncy’s Balance at Knd of the Year 1186, 20,60,608 2 1 

Dedud Amount, at this Time, in the 
Hands of the fcveral Paymafleis, viz* 

Mr. Oliver, temporary Brigade, 3>52>433 9 5 

Mr. Chami)ion’s Cavalry, D" 4 — 

4,24,275 13 5 

16,36,322 4 8 


Balance Tuncaws remaining, 
(Signed at the End of Confultation) 


90f25, 677 n 4 

Warren Haftingfi, 

P. Francis, 

Edward Wheler/’ 


Is that the whole Account that was tranfmitted, refpeding the Part of the Tranfadion that 
you are now giving an Account of f 
A. Yes. 

Do you remember any other Circumftanccs relative to that Tranfadion, except thofe you 
have mentioned. 

A. Nothing more, than that the Nabob propofed to me to tax the Jaghires. 


The Managers for the Commons find, the Witnefs having dated, that he pro- 
pofed to the Nabob the Jaghires (liould be taxed, they wifhed a Paragraph to be 
read, which would fliew what Sort of Temper the Nabob was in at that Time, 
and explain upon what Ground he made that Propofition, 

Read, the following Extract of a Secret Confultation of the asjd June 1780, 
beginning at Page 530 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, the 22d of June 1780. 
At a Council; Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings Governor General, Prefident ; 


Philip Francis, 1 . 

Edward Wheler, j 


Hires. 


** Extrad of a Letter from the Nabob Afoph iil Dowlah to* Mr. C. Purling. 

^ I have in no Refped failed in my Compliance with the Pleafure of the Council, or my Fricnd- 
fliip for the Company, as far as I have had Ability ; and I have acquainted you ve.y lully with 
the State of my Country, and the Sources of the Revenue ; and I have even put a Stop to the Kx- 
penccs of my Table, and the Animals which I ought to keep, and the jagheers of my Servants 
ami Attendants ; and there are Aflets of 98,98,375. After this I wrote the Jaghcers of my Grand- 
mother, and my Mother, and of the Nabob Pallar Jung, and of my Family, and the Sons of iny 
Uncle Mirza Ally Khan, which were granted them for their Livelihood ; and they amounted to 
the Slim of 7,63,625 Rupees. By this Means has the Bufinefs been done; but they all poflefs 
Engagements. And I have made over in Afllgnment the Expenccs of my Table, which I have 
put a Stop to with this View, that the Gentlemen of the Council, underftanding my diftrcllcd Si- 
tuation, would (hew me their Fricndfliip, I at firft oppofed the aflighing the Jagheers of my 
Grandmother and Mother, and my Uncle. Now that the Council have, upon fuch a Reprefenta- 
tion of my Diftrefs, written that there fliall not be Icfs AITignments than 1,06,62,000 Rupees, and 
that the Balance of 1,36,62,188 mult be given, I am acquainted with the Particulars of the 
1,36,62,188. If the Gentlemen of the Council, or you, Sir, will inform yourfelves from the Ac- 
counts, you will find it is not to be obtained. Whatever in Juftice can be obtained from the 
Accounts, have been granted ; but at this Time Aflignments are demanded of me. The Bufinefs 
of the World is cafy, and pafies away ; and the Gentlemen of the Council fliould, in every Thing 
that is jult, be my Guardians and my Friends. I do not put my Life in Competition with Fricnd- 
fhip. Whatever AiTets were in the Country, with even my Table, my Animals, the Jagheers uf 
iny Servants and Attendants, are granted in Aflignments, amounting to 98,98,375 Rupees. Be- 
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rules thcfp, tlie J.igl^crs of my Grandmother Mothc*|^nd my Uncles, the Nabobs Mirza Alice 
and S.. lar Jung, which were granted them for their Bhintcnance, are at your Difpol'al It the 
Conned have for.ded you to attach .1 em do it. Jn il.e Country, no foaher .Sources' remain , 
and I have no Means, tor I have not a bubliltence. Alas ! I have Klephants, Uorles and Hon'e 
if ,h.y will ferye .!.« fua»fc of F,w„,ls, .hey are ready for rfem. ’AleSm™ l' e 
Aumils are at l land : W hcrever AlTets can be found, take them j I do not oppoie it In this %. 
tuation, lam in Want ot a daily Subfillence. 1 feed upon th« Hope and Expedation of dran- 
qiiillity. Upon Council s Order is ari ived. Whatever proceeds from Fiicndlhin is (rootl 

My Situation is no Way concealed. How long lhall I dwell upon my Misfortunes '—I h- ve wntmi 
fufficient.” ’ ' ‘ 


Then the Witnefs was allcecl, 

Qi Whether he had any Kcalbn to believe this Reprefentatlon of the Nabob to be untrue ? 

A. No. 

You will proceed, as far as you remember, with the Account of your Ncpociations with tl.c 
Nabob, relative to the taxing the Jaghires } 

A, As far as I recolledt, after il^e Nabob had pYopofed to tax the Jaghires, he became very 
rnuch diflatisfied, which, I luppofe, was the Occafion of that JLettcr. lie allowed the taxing of 
an the other Jaghires, but he did not like thole of his own Family (hould be taxed ; and though 
he granted Tuncaws for them, I never could make any Colledion upon them. 

Whether, in the Exprefllons ufed by the Nabob of Diflatisfadion at the jaghites being 
taxed, any particular Allufion was made to the Jaghires of the Begums ?— Was theie any other 
ExprcfTion of Averfion to the Hefumption of the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother, except 
that his Faith was pledged, as he had given them Agreements ? 

A. He once appeared to me to be in violent Anger, in a Converfation I had with him upon it. 

Q. Upon what Siibjcd ? 

A. Upon my urging him to tax the Begums, as well as the reft of the Jaghiredars. 

What Circumftances were mentioned refpeding the Begums having Guarantees from the 
Eaft India Company for their Security ? 

A. He informed me that his Mother and Grandmother had Agreements from liim, and that they 
were figned by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Brillow i and he direded his Minilters to give me Copies 
of them, as far as I can recoiled. 

Did they do fo, according to your Recollcdion ? 

A. They did, as well as I recoiled. 

Did you fend any Account of them to the Company ? 

A. It appears upon the Records. 

Q. From whom did you obtain them ? 

A. From the Nabob and his Miniller. 

Whether, after you had feen thefe Treaties, you did defift from, or perfcvcrc In, the Idea 
of taxing the Jaghires of the Begums, Mother and GrandmotlRT of the Nabob ? 

A. The Nabob granted Tuncaws upon thole Jaghires, but I did not make any Collcdions upon 
them. 

Were thofe Tuncaws demanded upon your Part, or granted by the Nabob after the Time 
of your having feen thofe Copies delivered to you by him or liis Minilters ? 

A. The Tuncaws were granted before thofe Agreements were given me. 

Whether, after you had feen thofe Agreements, you continued in any Manner to prefs for 
the Execution of the Tax ? 

A. I did not— I made a Reprefentation of it to the Council at Calcutta, 

Whether, at the fame Time the Copies of the Guarantee to the elder Begum were delivered 
to you, you did not receive a Copy of the Guarantee, under Mr. Brillow’s I land and Seal, to the 
Bow Begum ? 

A. I did. 

Do you know what thofe Copies were that you fo received ? 

A. I was informed the Copies were Copies of Agreements between the Nabob and the Bunnee 
Begum, and the Nabob and the Bow Begum, not to molcft them in the PonilTion of their Jaghires j 
find tjjat one of them was granted by Mr, ferillow, and the ocher by Mr. Middleton, 

By whom was you fo informed ? 

A. By the Nabob and his Miniftcr. 

Q:. You had Copies of them ? 

A. I had. 
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Were they in Perfiaft ? 

A. I'hcy were in Perfian. 

Q. Do you underftand that Language i 
A. I do not. 

O. Did you get them tranflated ? 
a: I did. 

Did you fend thofe Tranflations to the Company? 

A. I did, to the Council at Calcutta. * 

Q. It will appear then whether they were or were not figned in that Manner ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever fee the Originals ? 

A. I never did. 

Q. You have already faid, they were delivered to you as fubfifting Treaties ? 

A. Yes. 

Did you or not, when you traofmicted them to the Council, confider them as fubfifting 
Inftriiments f 
A. I did. 

Were there Two different Copies tranfmitted by you to Calcutta, or only One ? 

A. I re.ai!y do not comprehend the Qiteftion. 

Qi You have given an Account of Copies having been delivered to you by the Nabob and hit 
Minilhr. 'I'hc Qiieftion put to you before was, whetlier Tranflations of thofe Copies were by 
you tranfmitted to the Government at Calcutta ? I underftood you to fay they were r 
A. Yes. 

Did you And in your Office when you came there any other Papers, purporting to be Trear 

tics or Copies of 1 rcaties ? 

A, When I firft went to Lucknow? 

Or at any Time when you were there ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Whether you ever heard any Objcdlion made upon the Part of the Governor General and 
Council to that Treaty, refpefting the elder Begum, or ever heard that it was i.n any Refpeft 
doubted ? 

A. 1 did not. 

Q. W'here was Mr. Middleton at tlie Time you tranfmitted thofe Treaties to Calcutta ? 

A. I believe Mr. Middleton was in Calcutta; I am not certain. 

(frem (i Lord) I wifli to alk, whether you know of any Inftance in the PrQ|,vincc of Oudc of 
fill h a Meafurc as the Refumption of the Jaghircs, or of their being taxed ? 

A. Not in the Manner it was propoftd in the Year 1780; but I have fliated upon the Records 
here, that the Nabob has refumed Jaghircs at his own Pleafure, whenever he chofe. 

Q. Have you referred to .any Inftance of it ? 

A. They are particularly mentioned upon the Record. 

Q. Tranfmitted by you to Government? 

A. Tranlmittcd by me to Government. 1 have alfo faid, that the Exercife of his Power .frith 
rcrpcift to the jaghiredars has always been arbitrary, as far as I rccollcft. 

W^hethor tlicre is nut fume Diftindion with refpciff to the Title of the Jaghircs ? 

A. I cannot comprehend the Queftion. 

Q. Do you know of any DilUndion with refpeft to the Title of the Jaghircs, whether they are 
all held from the Nabob ? 

A. All the Jaghircs of the Nabob’s Country are certainly held of the Nabob. 

Q. (from the Managers.) Whether you have not heard that many Jaghircs arc confirmed by Sun* 
nulls from Delhi ? 

A. I have. 

Do you mean in the Province of Oude, or any other Place, and where ? 

A. In all the Provinces of Indoftan. 

Q. WHiet! er you have not heard that Lord Clive’s Jaghire was fo confirmed ? 

A. 1 have heard it was. 

Q. W^hether you have yourfelf known any Inftance of the Refumption of the Jaghircs, previous 
to this Refumption by the prefent Nabob ? 

6 A. I 
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A. I do not recolkifl any *, but from the Form of the Government in Hindoftan, I have no 
doubt there are many Inftances of it. I have no Doubt : b^I cannot recoiled any. 

Thofc Refumptions, according to your Knowledge oAhe Form of Government, from the 
Ob^vations you made, were they regarded as Ads of Violence, or as having been done in the 
ordinary Courfe of I'hings ? 

A. Towards People ot high Rank, I belit-ve it would be cpnfidcrcd as an Ad of Power*, but it 
is generally confidcred in Hindoftan, that the Power which can confer a Subfiltence of that Kind 
can take it away again. 

Q. AVhether you know if there might not be a Difference between the Tenure of the Jaghircs, 
and that feme are expreffed during Pleafure, and others during Life ^ 

A. 1 believe they are. 

Q. Whether you do not know, or have not Reafon to believe, that the Jaghlres of the Begums 
were granted to them for the I'erm of their Lives ? 

A. I do not know from what Period it originated *, but I (hould conceive that People of their 
Rank would have Jaghires of that Kind for Life. 

The Managers for the Commons were afleed — If the?c was no Account tranfmitted 
to Calcutta of the Nature of the Begums Jaghires } 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer — The Begums themfelves, and their 
Minifters, conftantly alferted they were for Life; fome of them weie not derived from 
the prefent Nabob, particularly the elder Begum’s. 

Whether the Nabob made any Complaints of the Jaghcerclars, in general, in his Dominions, 
that they were hoftile to his Government, and brought Diftrefs and Confufion upon his Affairs ? 

A. I never heard he did. 

Whether you remember the Nabob’s reprefenting, that the Begums were in Enmity with him ? 

A. I have heard of occafional Difputcs between the Nabob and his Mother and Grandmother, 
but never that they were holtile. 

Whether the Tenure of the jaghcerdars, in refpeft of the Troops and Forces they might 
keep up, were reprefented by the Nabob as bringing Confufion into the Affairs of his Govern- 
ment ? 

A. By no means. 

Whether you had any Reafon to belicv<?, that either of the Begums were difaffeiled, or enter- 
tained hollile Defigns towards the Britilh Government ? 

A. I never heard fo. 

Nor were difaffefled ? 

A. Not while I was there. 

Q. Do you not think, or have you not Reafon to know, that the Begums depended upon the Bri- 
tilli Government, and looked to them for Protetlion, and treated with you accordingly, as Refident ? 

A. I never had any Negotiation with the Begums at all ; but from what paffed with Mr. Middle- 
ton, I have no Doubt but they looked to the Government for Proteftion. 

They looked to the Government for Protedlion ? 

A. I have no Doubt of it. 

(X Whether you confidercd yourfclf as in the Confidence of Mr. Haflings, and in the Secrets 
of Britifh Government, while you were Refident at Lucknow ? 

A. From what Judgment I could form, 1 believe I was not. 

Had you an Affiftant Refident there ? 

A, I had. 

Q. Who was he i 

A. Mr. Bathurft. 

Whether you have any Reafon to think Mr. Bathurft hid his Confidence ? 

A. I really cannot tell ; I do not think he had. 

Whether there were any other Gentlemen Affiftants in the Refident’s Office there ? 

A. There were Two more. 

Who were they ? 

A. Mr. Hill and Mr. Holt. 

Q. In what Charaftcr was Mr. Richard Johnfon there ? 

A, He went up with Sir Eyre Cootc, in his Family. 

Q. In what Light did you confider Mr. Johnfon there; as Affiftant to you in the Government, 
or as a Spy upon you ? Was he in the RefidenPs Office at all ? ^ 
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A. 1 Ic was not at that I'imc. 

In what Light did you confidc^j^Ir. Juhnfon’s being there ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objected to the WitncL’s Opinion. 

The Houfe obferved, that the Witnefs had faid he went up in Sir Eyre Coote’s 
Family ; the proper C^eliion to put therefore was. 

Whether he was there in any other Charaftcr ? 

A. I do not know of any other Charaftcr he had, at that Time. 

Had he any other Charafter ? 

A. Me Iiad nor, at that Time, 

{hy the Managers,) For what Purpofe do you imagine he was there i 

A, I have laid, he was there in Sir Eyre Coote’s Fatnily. 

Whether he did not interfere in the Government, in the Affairs of your MifTion ? 

A. Mr. Johnfon had frequent Conferences with the Nabob’s Miniflers; and I certainly con- 
fidercd that as an Interference with iny Office. 

i3id Mr. Jolinlbn communicate to you the Subjeft of thofe Conferences ? 

A. He did not. 

(by the ComfeL ) Whether Mr. Johnfon, at the Time you fpeak of, was not in Sir Eyre 
CooLe’s i-'ainily at Lucknow ? 

A. I mentioned he went up in that Family. 

Q. You have been afked. Whether you obferved any Inftance of the Begums diffurbing the 
Nabob’s Ciovernmenr ; I wifli to know whether you retuined into the Country of Oude ac any 
"Ihme after the End of 1780 ? 

A. Never. 

Qj, You have been afked, whether the Nabob had ever expreffed any Apprchenfion refpedling 
the Power an^l Authority of the Jaghcerdars in his Country *, 1 wifli to know whether you recoiled 
writing a Letter, in which there is this Paragraph * — “ Though from the natural State of this 
Country, where the Zemindars take the immediate Advantage of every Relaxation in the Govern- 
ment, and continually avail ihemfclvcs of the Removal of the Forces from their Dillrids, by 
raifmg 'I'roops of their own, building Forts, and with-holding their Rents j** — Do you recoiled 
ever having made a Reprefentation to that Effed ? 

A. No Doubt I did. 

Q. Do you know that the Nature and Extent of the Power and Authority of the jaerheerdars 
was fuch as to give them an Opportunity, if they pleafed, of making any Diilurbance in the Govern- 
ment of Oude 

A. No Doubt, where large Sums of Money can be raifed, People may raife Troops j but I did 
not hear there was any fuch Intention at that Time. 

Tie Qiieftion was not about Intention ; I will make it intelligible to you if I can : What 
(Quantity of Troops were kept up by the Begums or the other Jaghcerdars, do you know that ? 

A. No, for the Jaghcerdars are exempted from the Inveftigation of the Affairs of Government ; 
and ns they pay nothing to Government, they can liave no reafon to be in Contention with the 
(mvernment, rtTpeding any thing to pay them. 

Not being rcrponfible to Government, they can have no f^ifpiite with them, about what they 
arc to pay ? 

A. No. 

And you do not know, what Number of Troops arc kept up by any of thofe Jaghcerdars 1 

A. No. • 

Q. Do you know of any other Means of their raifmg a Diilurbance in the Government there ? 

A. No other, than by having Sums of Money at their Difpofal. 

Whether the Circumllancc of tlieir being exempt from the Authority of Government 
piwents iheir being able to dcltroy that Government ? 

A. I did not lay thc 7 were exempt from the Authority of Government. 

13o you know whether the Grants of the Jaghires are in Writing, or at thePleafurc of the 
Prince, by Parole? 

A. I undcrfland they are always given by Sunnuds, under the Signature of the Prince j there is 
lomc Mark he makes, I forget the Mark. 

Q. I wilh to know whether you ever faw any of thofe Inftruments with the Mark you 

mention 

A. I chink I have j but I cannot at this Time deferibe it. 


But 
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Q, But you take them to be Grants in Writing ? 

a: Yes. 

Is there any Difference, in point of Form, between the Jaghcer<; granted to a Ter Ton of high 
Rank and Authority^ and the Jagheers granted to one of inferior Rank P 

A. I do not know. 

The Witnefs was examined to a Letter written by the Nabob, which, I think, lie faid, he con- 
ceived to be a true Reprefentation ; I would wifh to know from the Witnefs, whetluT he meant to 
reprefenr, that the Whole of that Letter is to be taken literally as true, and particularly this Paf- 
fage in which the Nabob fays, “ If the Council has dircCled you to attach tlicm, do it : In the 
‘‘ Country no further Refources remain. 1 have no Means, becaufe 1 have not the Means of Sub- 
“ fiftcnce {a),'*' Do you take that Reprefentation to be true ? 

A. I could not doubt but the Nabob muft have a Subfiflcnce in the Country ; but he meant 
by that Paffage to reprefent a great Diftrefs in his Circumftances \ that is what my Imagination of 
it was. 

Whether you mean, when the Nabob fays, I am in want of daily Subfillcncc, that at that 
Time he was not living in a Princely Stare, as ufual ? 

A. I think they faid he had diAiaiided fomc of his Troops, and difmiffed fome of his Sci vants, 
at the Time; but he had much the fame State. 

lie had difmiffed fome Troops ; to what Amount ^ 

A. I do not know : fome of both were difeharged. 

I do not know whether I iinderAand the Witnefs, with refpeft to that Agreement with the 
elder Begum, whether there was any Copy of that in the Refidcnds 0 /Iice, before it was given by 
the Nabob to Mr. Purling ^ 

A. I never faw any. 

0 . (from a Lord.) If I have not mifunderftood the Witnefs, he faid Mr. Johnfon went up in the 
Suite of Sir Eyre Coote ; he afterwards faid, that Mr. Johnfon held Conferences with the Mini- 
Acr, which he confidcred as trenching upon his Office as Rcfidcnt, and of which Mr. Johnfon gave 
no Account to him. At the Time he held thole Conferences, did he confider Mr. Johnfon as 
being in the Suite of Sir Eyre Coote j did he remain in Suite of Sir liyre Coote the whole 
Time he was there ? 

A, He did the whole Time ; he continued in it all the Time he was there. 

Do you know what the Amounj. of the Savings was, by the Reduftions you have fpoken 
of, of the Troops and the Servants ; did they amount to 93 Lacks a Year, or any other Sum ? 

A. I do not know a Syllable of it. 

Q. (from a Lord.) I think you faid you had tranfmitted a Copy of the Agreement with the 
Begums, which Mr. Midditcon had figned and fealed, and which was Yellcrday called the Firll 
Agi cement, and that you had received it, and tranfmitted it to Calcutta ? 

A. Yes. 

1 alfo nnderftand you to fay, you had tranfmitted a Copy of the Agreement with iheNabob, 
to which you allb underrtood thei« was Mr. Middleton’s Signature and Seal ; did you lend any 
other Copies of any other Inftrument, which you underftood to be fubfifting Agreements between 
the Nabob and the Begums ? 4 

A. They were two dillercnt Agreements, One between the Nabob and his (Jrandmoihi r, and 
the other between the Nabob and hi$ Mother. 

Q. Were both thofe Agreements given you by the Minifter of ihe Nabob ^ 

A. They were, both, 

Q. You fent them both ? 

A. I fent them both. 

<v 

Were there any other befides f 

A. No; they were each of them in two Parts: I think there are two Papers of each upon 
Record. 

Qi Each in Two Parts, and eonfequently Two Papers of each ? 

A. Two Papers of each. 

Q. Di^ you fend any other Papers befides thefe ? 

A. I believe there is a Letter from the Nabob to the Uncle Salar Jung, in which he tells him, 
he will not moleil him in his Jagheers. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated. There was fuch a Letter as that, but they 
not infert it in their Evidence here, becaufe it was not to the prefent Purpofe. 


{a) ViJcfiipra, Page 491. 


Arc 
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Arc you aware of a Paper confidc*r(^s a conditional Agreement with the Begum, to obtain 
a Treaty from the Nabob in her Favour^at Mr. Middleton tranfafted with her ? 

. A. 'rhat is One of the Papers I fent down, with my Obfervations upon it, relative to the Jaghires, 

That being One of the Papers that you tranfmitted to Calcutta — Was it One of thofc Papers 
that was delivered lo you by the Nabob or his Minifter ? 

A. Thofe Papers were both delivered to me, as a (Ground for exempting the Begums from any 
Colleilion being made upon their Jaghircs. 

By whom ? 

A. By the Minilter of the Nabob. 

Q. So that the conditional Agreement, as well as the other, was delivered to you by the Nabob or 
his Miniller ? 

A. By his Minifter. 

Were they delivered as different Papers? 

A. They were delivered together. 

In your Memory, from the View you had of thofe Papers, do you know whether Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s Signatuie was to both. — Did thefe Copies appear to have the Signature of Mr. Middleton 
and the Nabob, or either of them ? 

A. I do not recoiled: whether they had or not. They were faid to be under the Signature of the 
Nabob, and the Guarantee of Mr. Middleton; but I don’t recoiled feeing any Thing elfe. 

Whether you ever heard of that conditional Treaty with the Elder Begum, previpus to the 
Communicarron of that Paper from the Nabob ? ^ 

A. I might have heard of it a Day or Two before, but I do not recoiled it. at prefpnt. 

Do you recoiled, in fad, that you did hear of it a Day or Two before ? 

A. No ; I do nor. 

Whether you ever applied to fee the Original, either of the Agreement, or of the fubfequent 
I’reaty ? 

A. I never did. 

Whether you did not receive the Treaties from the <^Nabob as complete Inftrumcnts; and 
whether the Nabob did npt confider them as inftruments by which he was bound ? 

A. I did. ' ♦ 

Whether it is ufual in the RefidenPs Office in India, that there fliould be Books’ of Record 
kept of the Proceedings of that Office ? ' ^ ? 

A. "I here is a Letter Book •, but there is no Appearance in the Letter Book that tlcnotcd fuch a 
Tranfadion to have taken Place. ‘ » 

Whether thofe Letters, that were recorded in yoyr Rcfident’s OlScex were tranfmitted alfo to 

Calcutta ? '■ . . ■ , 

A. This Letter Book ufually contained the whole Correfpondence of the l^efident to any parti- 
cular Army Stations, or oh any other particular Bufinefs. 

(X The Queftion is, whether in that Letter Book, or from any Knowledge you had, there 
were any Traces of this Agreement, between the Nabob and the Begum, to be found f 

A. I did not fee any. 

The Managers for the CommoTisrftatcd, that in Cdlroboration of the Teftimony of 
the Witnefs, relative to the Diftrefs of the Nabob, they would next procecct to read 
T wo Hioi t Extracts : One an Extrad of a Letter from, the Nabob, ftating his Diftrefs j 
tlie other, an Extrai'ft of a Letter from Mr. Purling, vouching for the Ttuth»of the 
Circumftanccs fo reprcfcnted by the Nabob, 

Read, the following Extra^ of Appendix to a Confultation, on the 13th Decem- 
ber 1779, from Book H2, already delivered in, beginning at Page 912 of the fame 
Book. 

“ Extraa of Tranflation of a Letter from'the Vizier to the Refident, C. Purling Efquire, at his 

Courr, being an Encloiure ialiis Letter to the Board, dated Lucknowf 19th November 1779. 

1 he Situaiion of my Affairs refp^ing the prefent Time, I informed Mr. MiddleCQjP ofubotli 
by Writing and Convcrlation, and I*now proceed to lay the Whole before you. ^ 

“ During thefe 1 hrcc iYcars pajf, the Expence occafioned by the Troops h and others 

commanded by European Officers, has much dillrefled the Support of my HouIehOld, infomuch 
that the Allowance nude to the Syaglio and Children of the dcccafcd Nabob has been reddeed to 
OiHC Fourth^ Part ot what it wai,,||porT which tjcy jiavc fubfiffcd, in a very diftrefled Sfanner, for 
thefe Two \curs‘paff* . The Attendants, Witters, Servants, &c. af my Court htfc ftcciifcd ' 
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pjv for thcfc Two Years > and there is at prefcnt no Part of tlic Country that can be allotted to 
the Payment of my Father’s private Creditors, whofe A^licaiions arc daily prcfTing upon me. 
All thefe Difficulties I have for thefe Three Years paft ftr^gled through, and found this Coni'o- 
lation therein, that it was complying with the Pleafure of the Honourable Company, and m the 
Hope that the Supreme Council would make Enquiry, from impartial Perfons, into my diftrelfcd 
Situation i but I am now forced to. a Reprefentatiori.” 


Itead, 'the following Extrafe of a Confultation of the of April 1780, from 
Book 26, already delivered in, beginning at Page 61 of the lame Book. 

“ Extrafl; of a Letter from C. Purling El'quire to the Board. 

“ Dated Lucknow, February 9th 1780. 

“ Out of this Eftimate I have omitted the Demand for the Donation to the Army, and the Six 
Lacks eftimated Lofs on the Exchange; for the Nabob declares an utter ImpolTibility to provide 
more Money for the prefent Year and, indeed, the Situation of his Excellency’s Affairs at this 
Period are fuch as demand my faithful Reprefentation of them, and a very ferious Confidcra- 
tion on the Part of ^our Honourable Board •, and Sir Eyre Coote, who has an Opportunity of 
judging on the Spot, has required it of me as a Point of indifpenfable Duty. To be enabled to 
provide fo large a Sum upon the reduced State of his Finances, when half the Year is elaplcd, 
and one Harveft totally defttoyed for Want of timely Rain, his Excellency is now certainly 
getting rid of a great Part of the Animals he has kept cither for his State or for his Diverfion •, 
has reduced Part of his Trobps which attended Ills Perfon •, h.as difbanded many of his Battalions 
raifed for his Collcftions 1 has difeharged a large Number of the Servants of his lloulhoKI, 
among wl^om arc included mahy old Attendants of his Family and has put an entire Stop to his 
Buildings; Notwithftanding thefe Retrenchments, his Excellency has been obliged to give Aflign- 
ments upon his Jagheerdars to the Amount of near Fifteen Lacks of Rupees.— The only Means of 
relieving the Nabob from his prefent Diftrefs, is by fufpending the Demand of the Bakince of the 
lalt Yeaf’a Account current with the Honourable Company.” 


Q. That is the Reprefentation you gave ,»t the Time, upon your Recolleftion ? 

^ Yes. 

Dp yorfthink that Rcprclcntatlon to have been correft r 

A. Yes,^' ^ 

Q. War the TWiaty ’figncd by ^rTfinllow, with the Xounger Begum, the fame Species of Inftru- 
rtient with that which was figned by Mr. Middleton^ wlth tht Elder Begum ? 

A. NoV I believe not : But both TlVeaties are hert^ahd may be read ; They will give Informa- 
tion better than I can. 

The Managers for th# Commons acquainted the Houfe, that as they conceived 
they had laid fufficient Evidence, before the Houfe, refpeeting the- Treaty with the 
Elder Begum, they fhould next calf Mr. Middleton to examitie him relathrd to the 
Treaty with the^Ydunger Begum. 

NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efqiuire, was accordingly called in, and examined 
as follows. 

Was you, or was you not, a^gpond Time at Fyzabad, in the Year 177® ^ 

A. I think 1 was. 

Q. Have you any Doubt about tieing there in the Ymi’‘t 77 ® ^ . 

AT I have a Doubt about the exaft Time ; but not as to being there a Second Time. 


Q;^.Somc Time in thc^Yetir 1778 or 1779* o'" what Time? 

A. Some Time thereabouts I was. 

Qi Ahfwer as near as fOu can. Whether you was at Fyzabad cither in one Year or the other ? 

A. I*S»as in the Vear iJ’yS, as far ail can rccolleft. 

Whether, the Second Time of your being there in the Year 1778, you figned any 
Treaty of Guarantee, of any Kind, with cither of the Begums ? 

A. I think, the fccond Time 1 was there, the Nabob Vizier was alfo there*, and, “ccor^ng to 
my Rccollcaion, thcre>Was fome Sort of an. Agreement betweenr him and the Younger Begum, 
the Bhqv{.Begum, to which it is very likely I gave my Si^naturci 

Q;. Whether, according to your Rccolleftion, you did,, or did not, give yo«r Signature to a 

^TYthlnk Id'idf ^t will appear upon the Records if I did : I refer to them, and think, ac- 
cording, to the beft of my Recollcdion, I did. 

*** ' ^ Q^Did 
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Dili you tranfmit that Treaty, the Original, or a Copy of it, to the Governor General and 
Council at Calcutta? * 

A. I (hould apprehend I did i buiB beg Leave to refer to the Records. 

Whether you had not Authority or Sanction from Mr. Haftings, for executing and figning 
that Treaty ? 

A. The Bhow Begum was always confidered to be under the immediate Protection ’ of the 
Company, therefore any Ncgociation Ixrtween her and the Nabob, to which I became a Party, J 
conceive I was authorifed in, from the fcvcral InftruCtions of the Company. I do not recollcCt I 
had any exprefs Orders for the ACt to which I am now alluding. 

Had you any Communication with Mr. Haftings upon the SubjeCk of this Treaty, which, 
according to your Recollcdion, you had figned, after you had figned it ? 

A. I do not believe 1 had. 

Did you not apply to the Secret Committee, fince your Examination Yeftcrday, for Permif- 
fion to refrefh your Memory, by looking at the Books of your whole Correlpondegpc while at 
Lucknow ? 

A. I did. 

I lave you been employed in looking over thofe Books this Morning ? 

A. For about Ten Minutes I was. 

At what Time was you informed the Books would be ready for you ? 

A. Mr. White called upon me laft Night, to fay I might iiifpeCt the Books any Time this 
Morning. The Note was left at my Moulc when I was not at Flomc. 

Q. When did you receive the Note ? 

A. I received it lalf Night, but was not at Home when it came. 

Have you infpeded them, fo as to receive all the Information from them that you want, upon 
this Subject of the Treaty ? 

A. The Purpofeof my Reference to the Books of Correfpondence was, to give your Lordibips a 
more perfeCt Account of the Treaty with the Elder Begum than 1 was able to give Yefterday, and 
my Rcfearches were entirely confined to the Letters upon that SubjflCf.. 

Had you a fufficient Opportunity to refrefh your Memory upon that SubjeCl ? 

A. As far as the Correfpondence would ferve to refrefh my Memory, I have. 

Was you not examined to this SubjeCk alfo Yefterday, and a Letter from the Bhow Begum 
relating to the Treaty read to you ? 

A. I recolleCk a Letter being fhewn to me from the Bhow Begum, which, I underftood from the 
Honourable Managers, referred to the Elder Begum. 

Q. Whether you have adverted to that Letter, and to a Letter from Mr. Haftings upon the 
fame Subject, To-day ? 

A. I have no Copy of that Letter from the Bow Begum. 

Qi Have you read that Letter To-day ? 

A. No, I have not. 

Have you read a Letter from Mr. Haftings upon the fame SubjeCk To-day ? 

A. I have read a I.cttcr, in my Books of Correlpondcnce, from Mr. Haftings in his official 
Capacity of Governor General, upon this SubjeCt. 

Upon the SubjeCk of all the Treaties ? 

A. Upon this SubjeCt of the Treaties fubfifting between the Nabob and the Begums, to which 
the Englilh were Security. 

Whether the Begum tlid not confidcr the obtaining your Signature to the new Treaty in 
1778, as an additional Security to her? 

A. No Doubt fhe did. I believe it will kie found the additional Treaty contains fome additional 
Articles which were not mentioned, and Stipulations which arc not exprelled, in the’ original 
Treaty. 

The Treaty of OCkober 1778, you mean ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It contains other Articles than you mentioned before ? 

A. Yes •, other Articles and Stipulations not mentioned in the original Treaty j I believe it does i 
I have no Copy of the Treaty. 

Qi Do you rccolleCk whether you figned this Treaty ? 

A. To the belt of my Belief I did fign it. 


Do 
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Do you rememl^r whether the Elder Begum is not mentioned in that Treaty ? 

A. I do not recolledl whether (he is or not i 1 beg LcavcXrefcr to the Tieaty. ^ 

(^ Whether you confldcred that Treaty as binding upoif, you, and upon the Government of 
Bengal r 

A. If It was fandioned by the Govemor General and Council, I certainly fhould ; I am not 
certain of the Fail . But had it been fandioned by the Governor General and Council, I moil cer 
tainly mould. 

The Qucftion is, Whether you, in your future Proceedings, treated, and confidercd and a^ed 
upon that as a binding Engagement, conlequeAtly as a Sanftion, or not •* 

A. Certainly It depends upon the Terms of my Signature -.-poffibly it might be only to exert my 
Influence with the Nabob, upon all Occafions in which he fhould attempt to infringe the Ric>lus of 
the BegumSi * ® o 

^ u ‘‘t'bi'cqucnt Dealings with the Begums, that Treaty 

was confidcrod by you as a fubfifting and binding Engagement? “ ^ 

A. Yes ; i fhould think it was. 


You think it was ? 
A. I think it was. 


Did you confidcr this as a regular, folcmn Engagement, the Treaty of Oftober lyyS ^ 

A. Certainly. " ' 

Do you know whether this Treaty had any Date ? 

A. I do not recollcft, but I fhould imagine it had. 

'Whether you recolledl, or have as good Rcafon to believe that this Treaty had a Date, as that 
the I reaty with the Elder Begum was without a Date ? Have you any Rcafon to believe uoon that 
Subject either this Way or that ? ^ 

A. I know it is ufual to date Treaties i what I faid refpefting the Treaty with the Elder Begum 
Ycftcrday, I took from the Book. 

Have you fecn this Treaty upon the Book ? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. The Witnefs faid, he knew of no inftance of a regular Agreement being without a Date j 
the Witnefs has now Ihewn, tliat it was without a Date. 

A. I fpokc from my own Knowledge} noinftance had come to my Knowledge of a Treaty 
without a Date. 


Do you recollec'k any now ? 

A. None. 

What are the Circumftances, which enabled you to recolleft fo much rerpc<n:ing this 
Treaty in Odlober i77^> with the Bhow Begum} ana which did not lead you to rccolleft any 
Thing of the Negociations of the Nabob with the Elder Begum ? 

A. I have not a very perfeft Recolledion of that Treaty with the Bhow Begum •, 1 have only a 
general Recolledlion, that it was to terminate ^me Difputes upon new Matters that had occurred 
between the Nabob and the Begum, which could not have been Matter of Difpute, if they had 
been inlerted in the original Treaty. 


The Counfel for the Defendant requefted, before any new Examination was gone 
into, that the Treaty might be put into the Hands of the Witnefs, tliat he might be 
able, from the Infpediion of it, and his Recollection, to give a better Account of it. 

The Houfe obferved, that the Witnefs had been examined to the whole Progrefs of 
the Treaty, before he was fhewn the Treaty; therefore, if, there were any particular 
Circumftances I’clative to that Tranfaftion, upon which it might be explained, it 
Was fit he ftiould fee the Treaty, to have an Opportunity of refrelhing his Me- 
niory. 

The Treaty was Ihewn to the Witnefs ; and the following C^ueftion was put to 
him. 

Qi You have been underftood to fay, you have had an Opportunity of looking into fomo 
Books ? What Books were they •, do you rccollcit them ? 

A. They were Letter Books •, Letters of Correl'pondence. 

Was it your Letter Book, or a publick Letter Book ? 

A. A publick Letter Book } my own publick Letters to Government. 

Q: Having had that Opportunity, is there any Explanation you are delirout to give to the 
Houfe further, of the Depofition you made Ycftcrday ? 

g A. I 
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A. I examined the Books for that Burpofe to refrefli my Memory, to cn^avour to give your 
Lordihips a more perfeft Account tha<n could Yeftcrday. * ^ 

What is the Account you would now give ? . ! 

A. I found the fcverai Letters read by the Honourable Managers in the Courfe of jhis Pro- 
lecution : I found alfo one from the Board, in which they declined giving me any Authority for 
concluding the Treaty with the Elder Begum j alllgning their Rearons for it : I aifo found a 
L,ener from myfelf to the Governor General and Council, mentioning, that the N abob Vizier had 
refufed pofitivcly to ratify the Agreement with the Elder ^gum. 'That h all that appears upon 
the Corrcfpondence, with refpeft to the Matter, lam, however, inclined to believe, that the 
Agreement was entered into and figned by the Nabob and the Elder Begums and, I think, it is 
very probable (I fpcak from Probability only, without tlic fmallcft Recollcftion of the Fadt), it is 
very probable 1 did give my Signature to it : I fpeak from Probability, not from any Kecol- 
Icdlion I have now of the Matter, more than I had Yeftcrday. 

Is that the Whole of the Explanation you mean to give, of the Evidence that yuu delivered 
Ycfterday ? . , ' 

A. That is all that I am able to give. 

The Managers for tlie Commons obferved, That the Witnefs had mentioned hav- 
ing received a Letter from the Board, refufing to become Guarantee for the Elder 
Begum : That they denied that Letter to be any Aufhority from the Board ; and 
defiled it might be now read. But Firft it would be neceflary to read Mr. Middleton’s 
Letter. 


Read, from Book 76, already delivered in, Extraft of a Confultation of the 
9tli February 1778, beginning at Page 437 of the fame Book. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ 1 had the Honour to addrefs you under Date the 25th inftant, acquainting you with the Subft, nice 
of tlie Converfations which had pafled between the Old Begum and myfdf on the Subjeft of her 
propofed Expedition to KorbCllla. I now do myfelf the Pleafure to forward you a Trandate of a 
Writing Ihe hacl prefented to me, containing her (cvcral Hcquifitions and Claims, which ftic expefts 
(hall be complied with and guaranteed to her by the Company v fp*that it may not be in the 
Power of the Nabob at his Pleafure to annul, any of the Conditions, or deviate from any of the 
Provifions therein fpecified. That the Honourable Board may be clearly informed of the Nature 
and Propriety of the Begum’s Expeftttions, I have fubjoined (hort explanatory Obfervations 
to each leparate Article j and if the Honourable Board (hall be pleafed to confider them after in 
the Light it appears to me, I hope to be favoured witli their PcrmilTion to fandlify the Agreement 
in the Manner the Begum requires, in my Publick Cbarader, I have referred the Subjedt to the 
Nabob for his Confideration and Approval ^ but 1 have little Expcdlation that he will of his own 
Accord acmtielcc in the Begum’s Propofitions, however moderate and realbnable they may appear ; 
and if he ftiould, his AlTeni alone, without the Ratification and Guarantee of the Englilh, will 
not be accepted as any kind of Security by the Begum. If however his Excellency approves of 
thelc Propofitions, and gives tliem the Sandlioa of his Signature, I apprehend there will be no 
Impropriety in my becoming a Surety for their Performance i in which Cafe, the dircdl Interpofi- 
non of the Honourable Board will not be nccclTary ; but if, on the contrary, he^llfould refufe his 
Concurrence, I beg Leave, with humble Submifiion, to fugged the Necellity of an immediate 
Lxertion of their Influence to fecurc tlic Begum, whatever they may be pleafed to confidcr her 
undifputed Rights ; when I doubt not I Ihould be able to prevail upon her to relinquifh her De- 
fign of a I ilgnm.ige to Korbulla altogether, though die at prefent declares her Intention of pro- 
lecuting It at the Expiration of Two or Three Months, even admitting her Requifitions are com- 
plied Indeed I have great Rcafon to believe Ihe has no ferious Intention of undertaking fo 

arduous a Talk, ai^ that her View is only to withdraw hcrfelf from theic Dominions, where the 
1 rcatment or her Grandfon feems to have rendered her Refidence difguftinc and irkfome to her, 
and to accept of an honourable Retreat, which I am informed has been offered her, for hcrfelf 
and Family, both by the King and NudjiflF Cawn. 1 am the more confirmed in this Belief, from 
her extraordinary Partiality to a young Man, who (he has bred up from a Child, and adopted 
as her Son, and who fhc means lhall inherit the Rcfiduc of whatever (he may be poflefled of, after 
cduCting from it what Ihc may confider an adequate Provifion for her own Family, and immediate 
Dependants j which Intention Ihc thinks fhc cannot fo well execute in this Country, as the Vizier, 
no ou t, con idcrs himlelf the legal Heir to her Property, and if unreftrained, I am certain, 
would pay very little Attention to any previous Difpofition (he might make of it. I form this 
latter Opinion upon fomc late Declaration which the Nabob has made, importing, that if the 
Begum was k-nt upon abandoning his Dominions, in Oppofition to his Will, it was his Determi- 
nation that (he Ihould not carry more with her than her Wearing Apparel. 

X nave &’e 

‘‘Fayzabad. (Signed) ’ N. Middleton. , 

7 January 177 . Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court.” 
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Thien the Witnefs was afked. 



A. Yes. 


What is the Date of the Letter from the Board t 
A, It is dated the 23d t)f March 1778. 

The Houfe dire6led^that Letter to be read. 

Read, E)^tra£l of a Confultation of 4he 23d March 1778, from Book 77 already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 5 of the fame Book. 

We have diilv confidered your Letters of the 25th and 27th January, 2d and 3d February, 
on the Subjeft of the Complaints and llequifi(ions of the Old Begum ^ Begum. 

“ We can have no Riglic to interfere between the Vizier and his Relations or Subjedts, for the 
Redrefs of arty Grievances which they may fuftain from him, except by Rcmonftrancc, or in Cafes 
that we (hall deem dF a Nature fo grofs and enormous as to cafe a Reproach on the Company, and 
to involve and afteft the Dignity of the Brltiih Name, by withdrawing ourlelves from luch a dif- 
honourable Connection*, we muft therefore decline giving you Authority at prefeiu to infWl on the 
Nabob’s immediate Reftitution of the l^ropcrty claimed by the Old Begum, and by the Family of 
the Nabob Sheer Jung, dccealcd j but as we approve of the Means you have taken to conciliate 
the Differences that have arifen with the former, and diffuadc the Nabob from the Ait of Oppreffioa 
which he intended to commit on the Eftate of the latter, we dcfire you will rcjieat your Kemon- 
ftrances to the Vizier on both thefc Points in the Name of this Government *, repielenting to him 
the Confequences of fuch an arbitrary Proceeding ; the Reproach to which his Honour and Repiw 
ration, as well as ours, from being conneefeed with him, will be expofed by inch Ads of Cruelty 
and Injuftice ; and the Riglit, which wc derive from the Nature of our Alliance witli him, to 
exped that he wilLpay a Deference to our Remonferances. 

‘‘ If he lhall perfife in his Refulal after this to agree to any reafonable Terms, you arc to take no 
further Steps till you have advifed us thereof, and of every Circumftancc attending it, that wc 
may give yout)ur final Ordets for your Guidance.] tC^ 

: Having given the Old Begum fuch a Proof of our Defire to affift her, and to obtain Security 

^ “ for her in her prefent Situation, we hope feie will be fatisfied to continue where flie is, as we can 
“ by no Means encourage l\er With to remove with her peilbnal Wealth from the Nabob’s Do- 
“ niinions. 

“ With refped to the Bow Begum, her Grievances come before us on a very different Footing ; 

“ flic is entitled to our Protedion by an Ad not feught by us, but Iblicitcd by the Nabob him- 
“ felf, and granted in Compliance with his and her Requtft *, we tliercforc impower and dired 
‘‘ you to afford your Support and Protedion to her in the due Maintenance of all tlie Rights the 
poffeffes in virtue of the Treaty ex cuted between her and her Son, under the Guarantee of 
the Company, and againft every Attempt tlut may be, dircdly or indircdly, made to infringe 
“ them: At the fame lime, diat we recommend the greateft Delicacy to you in every Cafe of 
“ this Nature, wc defire that you will ad with Firrnnefs and Rcfoliuion, and, as tar as you can, 
with Efeed,”) § 

Then the was alked j 

Did you proceed, upon that Letter, with the Elder Begum, upon the Notion of its being, or 
not being, a Ratification of any Agiecmcnt made bctvyccn her and the Nabob, and guaranteed 
by the Company ? 

A. I do not recoiled I did. 

The Counfel for the Defendant icquefted, That an Allegation in the Defendants 
Anlwer, in which he denies, that 2uy Guarantee of the Brltiih Nation was evei 
pledged to the Elder Begum for her Protcefeiun, might be read. 

The fame was read, as follows ; 

And the faid Warren Haftings docs not know or believe, that any other Interferences, 
Powers, or Authorities, were made, given, grantetborconfirined, by the faid Governor General, and 
the faid Council, for the Purpofe aforefnid ; And he denies that any Guarantee of the Britilh 
Nation, or any Guarantee of any Kind whatever, was, by the Kefidcnr, under the^ Authoiity ot 
the faid Warren Haltings, ever pledged to the faid Elder Begum for her Protedion. 

Q, (from a Lord). What do you underftand by the Words of the Council » approving of 

" the Means you had ufed ?’* ^ 

The Step I had taken in going to Kyzabad, to endeavour to reconcile the Di p 
t'vtcn the Nabob and his Mother and Grandmother. 

6 L 


Qi Did 
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Did not the Nabob, at the Time of executing the Treaty 6f 1775, where flic gave tg 
Lacks, in Lieu of all Demands mad^ipon her, give her a Coulnama, as a Pledge upon that 
Occafion ? ^ 

A. I underftood he did. 

Was that Coulnama tranfmitted to Calcutta, or any Copy of it ? 

A. I was not at Lucknow at that Time. 

a Manager.) Where was you in March and April 1780 ? 

A. I was at Calcutta, or fomewhere very near it. 

Did Mr. Ilaftings demand any Explanation from you at that Time with rfefpedl to the 
Treaty tranfmitted by Mr. Purling ? 

A. No. '• 

Q.(by« Lord.) With regard to your Proceeding fubfequent to the Receipt of the Letter from the 
Boara, I wifli to know whether you did fignify to either of the Parties, namely, to the Begums or 
cither of them, or to the Nabob, that the Company would not guarantee the Agreement between them? 

A. I don’t remember that I made any Communication of that Sort. 


Tlie Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would now proceed to 
examine the Witnefs upon the other Heads of Evidence. 

Whether, during any Part of the Year 1778, you faw or knew of any Difaffeftion or hoftile 
Temper in the Begums towards the Britifh Government ? 

A. 1 did not. 


Whether you did not ufe your utmoft Endeavours to perfuade the Elder Begum to forego 
her Intention of quitting the Nabob’s Dominions? “ 

A. I certainly did. 

Whether the Begums did not conceive they had many powerful Enemies at the Nabob’s Court ? 

A. I do not recollcft they made me acquainted with their Conceptions. 

CL Did they make any Complaints to you of the Treatment which they received, either from 
the Nabob, or any of his Servants, or Perfons employed in his Government? 

A. To the bed of my llecolkaion, they complained of Interference with their Right by diffe- 
rent People of the Nabob’s Government— of occafional Interference^ ^ 


Qi Whether or not you underftood them as looking to the Britifh Government for Support and 

Protedion ?— When they made thofe Reprefentations to you, with what View did you fuppofe they 
made them ? / rt 1 

A. To get them rcdrcflcd. 

CL That is, to you as Britifti Refidcnt ? 

A, Yes, to ufe my Influence with the Vizier to get them redrefted, 

CL Whether they addreffed tUemfelves to you to ufe your Influence which your being Refidcnt 
for the Britifh Government gave you with the Vizier, or did you unclerftand them to apply to you 
with a V lew of going tp your own Government for further Afliftancc ? 

^ conceive they meant I fhould ufe my Influence to procure this Redrefs, both with the 
Vizier and my own Government. 

. a Did you know of any other Power or Connedion in India, to which the Begums looked 
with greater Confidence than to the Britifh Government, to afford them Protedion ? 

A. No, I did not, at that Time. 


a (by a Lord.) I wifh to afk, as to the Time when you figned this Treaty between the Nabob 
and the Begum, whether it was before or after the Receipt of the Tetter from the Board? 

A. May I afk, with which Begum? 


The Elder? 

A. I have informed your Lord (hips, Ido not recolleft pofitivcly figning that Treaty at all 


^ Whether the Tranfadion of that Treaty, fucli as it was, was before or after the 2 td of March ? 
A. 1 think It mult have been after that Letter, if I did fign it, ^ 

“id”,™ ngi;'i,T it « 

iifr'mv* i*"fl '•‘*'1? ^ ^ '' probably as pledging myfelf to 

Ivir ^ the Nabob, as far as I could, to prevent his infringing upon the Begum; 

f-rvcT' *** any Authority from the Government under which I 


I defirc 
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Q. I defirc to know, whether you did not, upon another Occafion, declare that if you had 
fidned fuch a Paper, you hiuft have had an Authority for it ? 

'’a. If I iigned it as a Guarantee upon the Behalf of tlw Company, I do take it for orantcd I 
muft have had an Authority for it. ^ ° 

Whether you made ufc at that Time of any fuch C^alification ? 

A. I don't recolleft 1 did. 

Whether, having excufed yourfelf upon the Wcaknefs and Imperfeaions of your Memory 
your Want of the Power of reforting to Materials, and the Length of l ime that has paflM 
fincc thofc Tranfaflions, you did not, early laft December 1787, apply to a Member of the Secret 
Committee for l.cavc to infpeft your* Books of Correfpondence ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Whether, in confequence of that Application, the Committee did not ordelf that you (liouKl 
be permitted to have Accefs to, and to take Copies from, your Books of Correfpondence, laid 
before the Committee the laft Seflions, upon the Impeachment of Mr. Haftings, and left at the 
India Houfe ? 

A, They gave me Permiflion to infpeft them as far as I found ncccfiary. ‘ 

^ Did they give you Permiflion to take Co])ies ? 

A. I do not recolledt whether the Permiflion exprefled that ; but I imagine it did. 

Whether you did not know that an Impeachment againft Mr. Haftings was depending in the 
Houle of Commons, in which thofc Treaties were charged as exiftingf 

A. 1 heard there was an Impeachment depending before the Houle of Commons, but I cannot 
fay I remember particularly the Articles of it. 

The Queftion is. Whether you remember that one of the Articles turned upon the Exiftence 
of the Treaty with the Elder Begum, or not ? 

A. Not that it turned upon the Exiftence of the Treaty with the Elder Begum j but with the 
Younger Begum, certainly. 

Whether you were not employed in drawing up or furnilhing Materials for an Anfwer to 
that very Charge ? 

A. I believe I informed your Lordlhips Ycfterday, that I did furnilh fome Materials to Major 
Scott refpeding that Article of the Charge. 

Do you remember whether any of the Materials related to this particular Point of the 
Treaty with the Elder Begum in that Article of the Charge ? 

A. I do not tccollcft particularly } but I take it for granted they did. 

(from a Lord.) Whether you have ever read that Article of the Charge ? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Qj^ (from a Manager.) Was you confulted upon drawing any Part of Mr. Haftings’s Defence 
as prefehted to the Houfe of Lords. 

i do not recollcft I was ; I informed your Lordlhips Yefterday that I was occafionally at Drapers 
Hall, and that the firft Time I went there was by Accident. 1 think it neceflary to confirm that 
Declaration to your Lordfliips, and to inform you how it arofc: the Occafion of my Vifit there 
was from a Note that came from Major Scott (Mr. Haftings at this Time was i)ot in London, but 
in Scotland) — Major Scott informed me that Mr. Haftings’s BufmeTs was going on at Drapers 
Hall — that they were preparing for the Trial at Drapers Hall, and whenever i went into the City 
he wilhed me to call in there — The firft Time I did go into the City I did call in, as he had de- 
fired, at Drapers Hall. 

{by the Managers.) Whether a Vifit in confequence of a written Appointment and Note, is 
your Idea of an accidental Calling ? Whether that was the Idea you meant to convey of an acci- 
dental Calling by a Note from Major Scott informing you that Mr. Haftings’s Bufinefs was going 
on ? 

A. Yes i it requeuing I would call in whenever I went into the City. 

Q, That was what you meant by an accidental Calling ? 

A. Yes. 


How foon was your firft Vifit into the City after you received that Note from Major Scott t 
A. I do not recollcft, but I think it was fome Days after. 


Whether you do not know that Major Scott was the profefled Agent of Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I did not know that he was the profefled Agent of Mr. Haftings ; I knew he was a Friend 
of Mr. Haftings, and attended there to aflift Mr. Haftings’s Bufinefs all in his Power. 

Whether you do not know that Major Scott came over from India to be the Agent of Mr. 
Haftings in England ? 

A. I have 
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A. I have heard fo ; but I fuppofe, of courfe. Major Scott’s Agency ceafed upon Mr. Haftings’s 
own Arrival in England. m 

Whether the Witnefs did not gcl^o Drapers Hall with Mr. Scott the firft Time ? 

A. I do not believe I did, but I cannot fay pofuively — 1 do not believe I did. 

I underftand Mr. Smith has a I loufc at Drapers Hall ? 

A. Yes. 

He lives there ? 

A. Yes. 

Did you go to his Houfe ? 

A. \ts. 

And who did you inquire for ? 

A. I generally inquired for Major Scott. 

When you went to Mr. Smith’s at Drapers Mall, did the Converfation, or not, turn upon 
tlic Subjeft of this Charge at any of the 'Fimes ? 

A. No doubt, it did every l ime I went there. 

How did it happen, that frequently converfing upon this important Subjeft, which was a 
Matter of Charge l)etore this Couit, you never took any Means of refrcfhing your Memory till 
this Morning ? Did you take any Means to refrefh your Memory till this Morning ? 

A. I ilo not recoiled particularly *, I faw all the Fapers and Books from Time to Time, with 
relped to this Bufinel^ at Drapers Hall, 

(f}om Counfel.) With regard to the Books you have mentioned, whether they were public or 
private Letters which the Honourable Committee took under their Charge ? 

A. They were Copies ol public Letters, I believe. 

Were thofe Copies of Letters that were before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
Copies that were made by you, or who were they made by ? 

A. They were made by me, or by Perfons employed by me. 

Do tht‘y alfo appear upon the Bengal Confultations ? 

A. I believe they do. 

Whether the Books were the Property of the Ead India Company, or your own Books: 
Were they Copies for your own Ulc, or for publick Authority ? 

A. Copies taken for my own Life. 

Cb How came you difpofieftdi of them ? 

A. They were produced by me to the Committee of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, who de- 
tained them. 

Do you mean the Committee of Managers, or the Committee of the whole Houfe of Cona- 
mons ? 

A. The Committee of the whole iToufe. 

Were they dcpofited with the Committee of the whole Houfe at your DeQre, or by the Au- 
thority of the Houfe ? 

A. I was required by the Houfe to bring them, which I complied with, and tfiey were kft there. 

Q. Did you defire to have them back ? 

V A. Not formally. 

The Counfel for the Defendant acquahtted the Houfe, that as they underftood the 
Witnefs was to be called again by the Managers for the Commons, they would defer 
their Examination of liim till fuch Time as the Examination on the Part of the Ma- 
nagers for the Commons was fully clofed. 

Qi the Managers.) Whether the Witnefs had any AccefslOthof. Papers while they continued 
in thcCulbody ot the 1 loufc ot Commons, and whether he had not PermifTion to examine them ? 

A. I have already informed your Lordfhips I had iuch Permiflion from the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Whether you had not Accefs to them previous to the Time of their being referred to the 
Committee ot the Managers upon this Impeachment ? 

A. It is impodiblc tor me to fay when they were referred to the Committee of the Managers j upon 
my firft Application, Mr, Burke, One of the Honourable Managers, gave me Permiflion to have 
Accefs to them whenever I pleafed. 
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n Whether you had not Acccfs to them whilft they were in the Cudody of tlic Clerk who 
jhe Papers of the Committee of the Wliole Houfe ? 

A. I had Accefs to them. 


keeps 


The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they h?.d now clofcd 
their lividence, fo far as it related to the Rights of the Begums, and the C.naraiitee of the 
Company; and they fhould now pfocced to the Infractions of thofe Rights: For the 
better underftanding of which it would be ncccflary prcvioully to explain the piclimi- 
nary Steps and whole Conduft: of Mr. Haftings, witli icfpeCt to the Nomination of 
Mr. Middleton to be the Refldcnt, and in fad his private and confidential Agent, at 
the Nabob’s Court at Lucknow. 

Then Mr. Hudfon, being again called in, produced Book io6, intituled, “ Bengal 
Secret Confultations, from the 25th Odober to the 28th December 1774.” * 

Read, Extrad of a Confultation of the 25th Odober 1774, beginning at P.igc 39 
of the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the 25th OAoLcr 1774. 
“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable \Varren Hallings, Governor General, Picfident; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable (ieorge Monl'on, 

Richard Harwell, T . 

Philip Francis, ) 


“ The Board proceed to the Confideration of that Part which refpeas xUt Political St.uc of 
Affairs in India. 

“ Read the General LaCttei s of lad Year to the Court of Diredors as far as relate to the Treaty 
of Benaras and the Rohilla Expedition. 

“ Read the Treaty oi- Banaras, and the Vizier*s Requifition for the March of the Brig'id;. 

“ Ueatl the Governor's Report on his Return to Banaras. 

“ The Commander in Chief propofes, that the Governor General be tlcfired to lay before ilic 
Board his original Correfpondcnce with ilie Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, and with Colonel Cham- 
pion commanding the Troops ading in Conjundbon with the Army of the Vizier. 

The Governor oblcrves on this Propolition, that he will lay before the Beau) all fnc h 
trads of the Refident’s and Colonel Champion’s Letters as regard the Condud of Public AfJ’.iirs ; 
but as they may contain many I'hings in the Courfc of' a free and perfonul Communication, which 
might not be proper for a public Record, and as he believes that many of them do contain luih, he 
begs leave to dechne laying the original Lettcrs,or the Whole of the Corrcfpoiulence, beforethe Boaul. 

“ The General, in Reply to tlie Governor, oflers the following for the Conli leration of the Board. 

“ In order that the Board may judge of the Nature and Bittent of the Ibigagements which have 
been contraded with Suja Dowla, and how far they have been fulfilled by the taking of Puitcr- 
gur, and by the entire Redudion of the Rohillah Country, and with a View to our claiming the 
40 Lacks of Rupee! llipulated by thofe Engagements, and conlcqucntly whether it will be proper 
to fend an Order for the immediate Recall or the Brigade, or to leave it there, till Suja Dowla 
plcales to fend it back, it ap[iears abfolutely neceflfary that the Whole of Mr. N. MiJdleton’.s 
and Colonel Champion’s Corrdpondence, which the late Prefident maintained witli them, they being 
both employed on a Public Service, (hould be communicated to this Hoaid j-aiul Ibr the Realon^ 
above dated he moves, That the Governor be defined to lay the Whole of the Corrcfpoiulence wuh 
the Refidcnt and Colonel Champion, according to his firfl; Propofal, before the Board. 

The Majority of the Board agree in the General’s Propofiiion, and refolve, 'Ehat the Governor 
be defired to give in the Letters moved for by the General accordingly. 

The Governor enters his DifTcnt^to this Refolution of the Board, for Reafons wldch he will 
deliver in Writing To-morrow 


(a) Vide Appendix, XXVllI. 
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Read alfo, the following Extraft of a Confultation of 26th O6lober 177/ 
ning at Page 47 of the fame Bc^. ’ 

“ Fort William, the 26th O( 5 tobcr 
“ At a Council; Prefent, 

** The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident; 

I.ieiitenant General John Clavering, 

Tlic Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, 1 rr • 

Philip Francis, { 

“ The Governor delivers in the Minute in Diflent to the Refolution of the Majority of tfi 
Board Yedcrday, wliicli he then proniifed, as follows : ^ 

“ I diflent from tlie Refolution of the Boarti, becaufe 1 do not think the Whole of the Co 
refpondence which the Commander in Chief dcfircs to have laid before the Board, is ncccffirv f"^ 
their Information, ami becaule, as 1 have already declared, there are fcveral Parts of Mr. Middk"^ 
ton’s, whicli comprehend an iinrefcrved, and confidential Communication of his Opinion, and of 
fuch Occurrences as he judged neceffary for my private Information, entered into, and carried on 
by him, on my repeated vVflurances that I would not reveal any Part of his Corrcfpondencc 
which might fubjecl him to ill Will or Inconvenience. ’ 

“ That I had a Right to give Mr. Middleton fuch AfTurances at the Time I delivered him 
his Inlfrudions, cannot be doubted ; and it will be found perfedly confonant to the Truft repofed 
in meby the Adminiftration. It was the Condition and exprefs Declaration of the Board in his 
Ajipointmenr, that lie Hiould be my Official Agent in the Maintenance of that Intercourfe with 
the Vizier, which the Honourable Company had committed efpccially and lolely to my Charm* 
and for wliich I alone was rcfponfiblc ; Inch were the Ideas and the Pradlice, with no Ex- 
ceptions which could invalidate the Rule, of every Adminiftration in Bengal, from the Year 171:7 
to tlic Diftbkiticn of the late Government, and I will venture to appeal to the Members of the 
laft Council, wlictlicr they did not underftand that I was allowed to employ the Services of Mi 
Middleton with the Latitude I have deferibed. 

If the Latitude allowed to me in the Exertife of thefe Coiiftitutional Powers by the former 
Adniiniftration, Ihould be ticemed under the New Government too extenfive, it depends 
on them to retrench it ; but I conceive that Engagements of whatever Nature contradlcd by me 
during that Period, undeiftood to be confident with the Rules of the Service, and thcPoweis 
vefted in me, can lolc no Part of their Obligation by a Change of Government. If thefe En- 
gagements were legal, no I’owcr on Earth can authorize me to violate them ; much lefs ftiali I 
iubmit to an ex poll fado Law of fo fudden Formation : if they were not legal, I lhall patiently 
lubiiiit to tlie Ccniurc of thole to whom only I am accountable. 

“ I mult be permitted further to obferve, That to me the whole Proceeding in this Bufinefs 
carries the Air of an Inqiiifition into my pcrl'onal Condud, in my Negotiations with the Vizir. 
After having lolcinnly declared to the Board, that I would lay before them every Part of the Cor- 
rdpondcnce required, which could give any Information upon Public Affairs ; without waitincr 
for this Communication, without knowing whether it would furnifti them with every Light 
tliat cou d be dehred, or whether any Chafm would be found in the Intelligence, for want of The 
Rclt of the Cone pondence, they arbitrarily refolve, That I fliould cxpolc to them all the Minutia; 
of a conlidcntial Corielpondence, and betray into public Record the uiircfcrved Opinions of a 
young Man, hazarded on y on the moll (acred Afturanccs of Secrecy, from the only Pcrlon to 
whom he looked upon hirnlelf as accountable in that immediate Duty. I muft declare, that I 
regard tins as piejudging a Matter not yet complcatly laid before the Board, merely to convey a 
Cenlurc on my former Adminiftration, in the Branch of Corrcfpondencc with the Foreign Powers, 
and to mtrcKlu.e the Change propolcd with every Circumftancc of Mortification to me. 

farnLZ'll "'“I’ Woids which I think ncccffary, rcfiieeting Mr. Middleton, 

for obviating any ConllruJioii to his Prc|udicc which may be drawn from what I have faid of 
Nature of I ait of his Correlpondciicc. I therefore now declare, that I never cither 
cxpeitcd 01 received fiom him any Information rcipeaing Individuals, which the ftriifleft Honour 
could not juftily nor has he ever conveyed to me an Opinion or a Word reflefting upon the 
fo .’inf^r 3 rrvice, unlels the Lcttcis which I ffiall lay before the Board 

have Inch Tendency. As to the reft, I am certain that the whole of Mr. 

whl ever ir I'^rct and confidential Correfpondence, 

an 1 rrrn ' 1 * kiigwn. Will rcflefl Honour, both on his Principles and Abilities, 

m d do tv!Tr"' ' If in a Manner that will be favourable to himfelf, 

.iiKl tio Ciedit to me m the Ch iice I made of him. 

n'" that all the Official Letters of Mr. Nathaniel 

be L befo^^^ of his Private Correfpondence, as I can with Propriety Ihcw, ffiall 

ob o* "V 1-"“” “ W"'. i» »» I 


“ All 
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u All Colonel Champion’s Official Letters, ffiall b<Uai(l before the Board, with Conies of mine 
try liim if required ; but fuch as have paflcd between iisTi' a familiar ami tnendly Cummu.ncatKn 
, do not think mylelt authorized to produce, becaufe they were written only lor our mu'iial In- 
torr' -lion, and his arc exprefsly marked widi a dillina Mode ol Addrel'., to^ thole which aie in- 
tcndi d for Official, and lor thofe which he intended as confidential. I am the more oblervant of 
this Hole towards Colonel Champion, becaule our Correfpondence has not been aliogethei cordial 
on many Points ; and we have fevcral Times cxpollulatcd with each other on thele Topicks, with 
H, J'recdom of private Friends, and in a Stile which though decent in every De.iee, is yet dif- 
•er -.n perhaps from the formal Addrefles of Official Correfpondence. ' ’ ^ 

“ (Signed) Warren Hallings.” 

» The Oener.al thinks it proper to proteft .ngainfi the Governor’s Refulal to deliver up the 
cVhole of the Correfpondence, and will deliver hisKeafons in a Minute To-morrow. 

Colonel Monlbn the i'amc j and 

Mr, Francis the fame. 

“ Colonel M''»^lbn propofes the following Qoeftion to the Board : 

Whether or .lOt Mr. Middleton ihould be (ontinued kefulent at the Court of the Vizir, the 
Governor having refufed to lay belore the Boaid the Whole of his Coriefpondencc ? 

“ This Queftion being accordingly put ; 

Mr. Francis thinks that he fliould not be continued. 

Mr. Barwcll thinks that it would be improper to remove him at this Jundlure. 

Colonel Monibn thinks that Mr. Middleton fliould not be continued there. 

“ 'rhe Commander m Chiet’ alio thinks that he ought not to be continued. 

“ 'fhe Governor objeds to the Removal of Mr. Middleton. 

“ Rdblved by the Majority of the Board, that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be not continued Re- 
fident at tlie Vizir’s Court. 

“ The Governor enters the following Difient to this Refolution : 

“ 1 diflent irom the Rclolution ol the Majority of the Board, for the DifmilTion of Mr. Natha- 
niel Middleton Irom his lbn[)Ioyrnent ; and I hereby enter my folcmn Froteft againft all the Con- 
fequences of fo violent a Meafure, which proclaims to all the Towers of Hindoflan, in almoll 
the liift Public Ad of the new Adminiibawion, the total Abolition of the Authority which they 
have hitherto feen excrcifcd by me, either in Perfon or through my Official Agent, as the firll and 
executive Member of the Government of Bengal, an Authority which has been confirmed tome, 
by an Ad of the Britidi I^egiflature, and efpccially affigned me by tlie Inftrudions of the Honour- 
able the Court of Diredors, in the Claufe appointing me the lolc Channel of Correfpondence with 
the Princes and Powers of India. 

(Signed) Warren Haflings (f?).’* 


Then tlie Witnefs delivered in Book 39, intituled, Bengal Secret Council.” 


Read, the following Extrafl of a Confultation of the 2d December 1776, beginning 
at Page 613 of the faid Book. 


(( 


Fort William, the 2d December 1776. 
“ At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, Prefidentj 
General Claverin^, 


Richard Barwell, 
Philip Francis, 



‘‘ Tlie Governor General moves. That Mr. John Briftow be recalled from the Court of the 
Nabob of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment of Piefi- 
dent at that Court 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 
631 of the fame Book. 


Refolvcd, that Mr. John Briftow be recalled to the Prcfidency from the Court of the Nabob 
of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reftored to the Appointment of Kcfidenc at that 
Court, fubjedt to the Orders and Authority of the Governor General and Council, conformably 
to the Motion of the Governor General (c).’* 

Then the Witnefs produced Book io8, intituled, “ Bengal Difpatches, 31ft 
Januaiy 1776 to 28th November J777.” 


(«) Vide Appendix, XXIX. 


(i) Vide Appendix, N»XXX. (c) Vide Appendix, N'XXXl. 

Read, 


( jo8 ) 

Read, the following Extraa of a ^tter from the Court of Direftors to the Go- 
veinor (icncral and Council in Bciigal, 4th July 1777; beginning at Page 693 of 

the faid Book. 

1 1. “ Upon tlie mod careful Perufal of your Proceedings of tficad December 1776, relative to 
the Becall of Mr. Bi illow from the Court of the Nabob of Oude, and the Appointment of Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton to that Station, we muft declare our firongeft Difappiobation of the Whole of 
tliat 'I'ranlaiflion. 

12. “ We obferve that the Governor General’s Motion for the Recall ofMr. Briftow, includes 
that for the Rclloration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton i but as neither of thofc Meafurcs appear to 
uj iiecclVary, or even juflili ilde, they cannot receive our Approbation. 

13. » With rciped to Mr. Biidow,wefind no Shadow of Charge againft him. It appears that he 
has cxcrLitcd the Hoard to the entire Satisfadion even of thofe Members of Council who did not 
concur in his Appointjnenr. You have unanimoufly recommended him to our Notice; Attention 
to your Reconimi iidation Inis induced us to allbid him Marks of our Favour, and to rcannex the 
1 .iiiolumcntH affixed by you to hjs Appointmenr, which had been difeontinued by our Order. 
An 1 as we mull l>e ot Opinion, that a Perfon of acknowledged Abilities, whofe Conduft has thus 
P,.iiiud liim ilie I'.lteeni ot his Supetiors, ought not to be degraded without juft Caufc, we do not 
111 lit, lie to ii'ierpole in his Behali, and therefore dirceft that Mr. Briftow do forthwith return to his 
Station of Relident at Oude, from which he has been lb improperly removed (a),” 


T lun the Witiicfs piotliiccd Book 79, intituled, “ Bengal Council, 26 September 

to 14 Noveniher t7!!o.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of ad Oftober, bigianing at Page 
6 1 of the fame Book. 


Tii^' Dt'pt. 
Moikl.i}, 


‘‘ Fort William, ad Oflober 1780. 


At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren llaftings, Governor Genera!, Prcfidciu. 


Philip Francis, T rr 
Edward Wilder, 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote K. B. 


Motion from “ Mr. Fiancis moves That the nth, i2tli, and 13th Paragraphs of the Company’s general 
Mr. i iaiiLis, Letter of the iHih July 1777 ; and the 149th Paragraph of the general Letter of the 23d Dc- 
cemher i77cS, be now read. 

“ Kuid, the abovcmcdtioncd Patagrapht of the Company’s general Letters of the l8th July 
1777, and 23d December 1778. 

foi tiic’Rc .ip. Mr. Francis move.s, 1 hat in Obedience to the Company’s Orders, Mr. Briftow be forthwith 
appointed, and direded to return to his Station, of Refidcnt at Owdcj and that Mr. Purling* be 
At i.iitkiiuw. ordered to ih liver over Charge of the Office to Mr. Briftow, immediately on his Arrival, and re- 
turn himlelf foithwith to the Prefidency. 

‘‘ Allb, Fhat the (iijvernor General be requeflcd to furnilfi Mr. Briftow with the iifual Letter 
of Cicdeiicc to the Nabob Vizier.” 


Read alfo, from the fame Confultation, Extract of the Govjprnor GeneraPs Minute, 
beginning at Page 64 of the (hid Book. 

“ I will alk, Who is Mr. Btiftow, that a Member of the Adminiftration Ihould, at fuch a 
Idine, hold him loiih as an Inlhument for the Degradation of the Firft otlifetiwe Member of this 
(Government ^ Whu arc the profefild Objects of his Appointment.? tVhat arc. the Merits and 
vServices, or v/hic the Qiialifications which entitle him to fuch an uncommon Diftinftion ? — Is it 
for his luperior Inrcgii y, or from his eminent Abilities, that he is to be dignified at fuch Hazards 
of every Confideration, that ought to influence Members of this Adminiftration? Of the fo(;nW 
I know no Proofs i I am fure that it is not an Evidence of it, that he has been enabled to make 
liimlclf the Principal in fuch a Competition : and for the Teft of his Abilities, I appeal to the 
l.cticr which he has dared to write to this Board, and which I am afliamcd to fay we have fuf- 
fered. I defirc that a Copy of it may be inferted in this Day’s Proceedings ; that it may ftand 
belorc the Eyes of every Member of the Board, when he (hall give his Vote upon a Qiicftion for 
giving their Lonfidcnce to a Man, their Servant, who has publickly infulted them, his Mafters, 
und the Mcmbeis of the Government to whom he owes his Obedience i Vho, afluming an Aflb* 
ciaiion with the Court of Dircclors, and ereding himfdf.into a Tribunal, has arraigned them for 
Difobedience of Orders, palled Judgement upon them, ancE^ndemned or acquitted them as theiif 
M.igiltr.ite and Superior. Let the Board confidcr, whether a Man, poffclTed of fo independant a 
Spirit, who has already fliewn fuch a Contempt of iKcif Authority, who has Ihcwn himfclffo 


fj) Vi 4 p Appendix, XXXII. 


wretched 


. ( 
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wretched an Advocate for his own Caulev and Negociator for his own Intcreft, is fit to be trufied 
with the Guardianlhlp of their Honour, the Execution of their Mcalures, and as their confiden- 
tial Manager and Negociator with the Princes of India 

Read, alfo, a further Extraft of the faid Minute, beginning at Page 70 of the fald 
Book. < 

“ The Removal orMr. Middleton, my Agent at the Court of the N.U^ob of Owde, wus the 
firft A£k of a Majority of thii Acimini(lratif 5 r>, in the Year 1774., to proclai’u the Annihil.uion of 
my Authority, and the Effcft moft completely anfwereci that Intention; for, from that Momenr, 
I was confidercd, both at the Court of Owde and in every other Court which had any Connexion 
with this Government, in no other Light than as the conftrained Inllrumeiu of excrcifing an Au- 
thority, which had been cftabliflicd on the Ruins of my own. Such mull be the evident EH eft 
of the prefent Queftion, if it (hall be carried againll me 


Read, alfo, from the fame Boot:, Extradl of a Coufiiltallon of the 3d of 061 obcr 
1780, beginning at Page 95 of the fame. 


“ Fort William, jd Oftober 1780, 
** At a Council; Prtfenr, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, PrcfRlcnc 5 
Philip Francis, 1 • 

Edward Wheler,} " 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 


“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute : 

“ 1 cannot, coniillcntly with what I confider due to the Dignity and Air.hority of my public 
Station, and to my own Charafter and Feelings as a Man, confent to alhx n^y Sign.itiire to the 
Letters of Credence or Inftrudions of Mr. Briftow, as Kcfidcnt at the Court ot Oude. I'he 
Court of Direftors, after having, in their firft Inllruftions to this Government, exprelUy cnjoinctl 
every Member of the Board not only to be guided by the Voice of the Majority, but alio to fub- 
feribe to all Letters, Orders, Afts, and Meal'ures, refuking from the Dccilionb ot luch M.iiority, 
have fince thought proper to compliment General Clavering and Mr. Francis upon their Departure 
from this Rule, in Inftances wheie their Sentiments have not accorded with thole of the other 
Members of the Board. This will be a Jultification to me in the lUfolinion 1 have taken; for 
whatever Law is binding an ane* Member of the Adminiilration, mud certainly be fo to the 
Whole •, and although it is a Latitude I neither approve or fliould in general wifh to avail mylelf of, 
yet in this very particular Inftance I trull I ftiall Hand acquitted, ftot only to my Employers, but to 
the whole World. I miift therefore defire that the Board will devife Ibmc other Means of notifying 
Mr. Bii(low*s Appointment to the Vizier-, and as they kave tht^ight it incumbent on them, as a 
Point of official Duty, to revive and put in Force an antiquated Order ol the Court of Diieftors 
in Fa^vour of Mr. Briilow, v/hich, for the Realbns blligned in my Minute of Yellerday, will nccef- 
farily be confidered by all the Country Powers as a Supcrceffion of my Authority, 1 am yet willing 
to hope that the Board will not only lillen to, but atford me their Support, in a Motion which 1 
(hall oeg Leave to make, with a View' to repair the Injniy which 1 conceive my public Station has 
fuftained, and avert in fome Degree the prejudicial Elfefts which this Mcafurc cannot lail to pro* 
duce on our Affaira. 

I propofe that Mr. Biiftow’s Appointment be limited folely to the Condiift of fuch political 
Ncgociations, Correfpondence, and Tranfaftions, as tliis Government may now, or at any future 
Period, be engaged in with the Vizier, and in no Shape wliatcvcr to interfere in any Matters re- 
fpefting our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency. That a leparate Agent be appointed 
by us to that TrulkiiV^fe Duty it fliall be to receive, colleft, and manage the i iincaws, or 
Alignments, which havc-becn, or may hereafter be, granted by the Nabob tor the Liquidation of 
the Claims of this Government upon him. That he be cntrulled with the AdjuRnunt of all 
Accounts relative to thefe Claims with the Nabob, and his MiniRers, with all Difburlemcnts to 
the Paymafters of the Company’s Troops Rationed in the Dominions ot the Vizier; as alio to his 
Excellency’s own Military Eftablifhment under Britifli Officers, &c. remitting the Rcfiduc of his 
Collcftions immediately to us, and that he be direftly amcnabitf to our Authority and Oidcrs, and 
in no Refpeft whatever dependant on, or connefted with the Office of the Kcfident : And as Mr. Pur- 
ling cannot continue with a diminiflicd Commiffion, and as it now becomes mure than ever necclfary 
that I Ihould have a Perfon in Station in thofe Provinces, not only in whom I can confide, but 
who is publickly known to be attached to me, I propofe Mr. Middleton for the above Office, 
hoping to meet with the Concurrence and Support of the Board. 

Sir Eyre Coote, — I agree to the 'Governor General’s Propofal of tlie Appointment of Mr. 
Middleton to the Office mentioned, npi bccaufc Mr. Purling may not continue at L.ucknow with 


(a) Vide Appendix, XXXIII. (^) Vide AppentUx, Ibid. 
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a diminlfhccl CommiHion, but bfcaufe Mr. Nathaniel Middleton is a Perfon publickly known 
to be atr.’.chcd to the Governor General. The Neceffity of the Times requires an Appearance 
of that kind. V 

Mr. Winder. — I objeft to the Qi^tion. 

Mr. Francis.— rhe Office defenbed in the Motion, is the fame which Mr. Briftow held before, 
and whicli has been held fincc, by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Purling. I know no Reafon why 
ihoiild be diminifhed, and fo materially altered when it is given to Mr. Briftow, I therefore cannot 
confent to the Propofition. At the fame Time, it is a Matter of Indifference to me, by whom 
the Duties propofed to be vcflecl by Mr. Middleton arc exercifed. 

‘‘ The Governor General* s Motion carried in the Affirmative. 

“ Relblvcd accordingly, That Mr. Briftow’s Appointment be limited foleljr to the Conduil of 
fuch political Ncgociations, Correfpondence, and Tranlaftions, as this Government may now, or 
at any futnre Period, be engaged in with the Vizier; and that lie, in no Shape whatever, inteifcrc 
in any Matters relpc6ting our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency. 

“ Kefolvcd, That Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be appointed Agent on the Part of tliis Govern- 
ment for receiving, collecting, and managing the Tuncaws or Affignments which have been or may 
be granted by the Nabob, for the Liquidation of the Claims of this Government upon him ; that 
he be entrufted with the Adjuftmentof all Accounts relative to thefe Claims with the Nabob and 
his Minifters, with all Difburfements to the Payinafters of the Company’s I'roops Rationed in the 
Dominions of the Vizier, as alfo to his Excellency’s own Military ERabliffimenr, under Britifh 
Officers, fee. remitting theRcridiie of his Colleftions immediately to tis; and that he be dircdly 
amenable to our Authority and Orders, and in no Rcfpecl whatever dependant on or connedcJ 
with tlie Office of Rcfidcnr. ^ 

“ Mr. Francis moves, That as the Governor General declines figning the Letter of Credence 
for Mr. liriltow, Mr. Hriftow’s Appointment may be communicated to Mr. Purling by the Board, 
with Diredions to make it known to the Vizier. 

“ Agreed to. 

« Ordered, That Mr. Charles Purling be directed to deliver over Charge df all the Papers of 
the Office hitherto held by him, which have a Relation to the Office to which Mr, Briftow has 
been appointed, to Mr. Briftow; and that he be direded to deliver over Charge to Mr. Natlianiel 
Middleton of all the Papers and Accounts of the Office hitherto held by him, which have a Re- 
lation to the Office to which Mr. Middleton is appointed, together with the Balance of Cafli in his 
Hands 

Then tlieWItncfs produced Book 35, intituled, ** Bengal Secret Council, 2cl April 
to 14th June 1781.*' 

Read, Extract of a Confultation of 21ft of May 1781, beginning at Page 1305 of 
the fa id Book. 


“ Fort William, aift May 1781, 

“ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident; 
and 

Edward Wheler Efquirc; 

Lietenant General Sir Eyre Cootc, K. B. abfent on Command at the Prefidcncy of 
Fort St. George. 

The Governor General finds himfclf under the ^difagreeable Neceffity of reviving the Subjed 
of Mr. Briftow’s Appointment of Rcfidcnt at the Court of the Nabob of Ow'de, and, of moving 
that he may be recalled. His general Reafons for this Motion have been recorded very fully in 
various Parts of ihe Confultations, and particularly in thofe of the 2d and jd of Odober, and the 
14th of Januaiy lilt. To thefe a recent Motive is added in the Neceffity of removing every Cir- 
cumrtance which may contribute to Icffcn his Influence dn the Effed of any Ncgociations in which 
he may be engaged in the Profecution of his intended Vifit to Lucknow, and in the accompany- 
ing Letters juft received from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, and to his Minifter Raja 
Govindram.” 

“ Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion, and ordered accordingly 


Mr. John 
nrifluw. 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 42, intituled, “ Bengal Difpatches.” 

Read, Extraft of a Letter from the Court of tiireftors to the Board at Calcutta, 
dated the aSth Auguft 1782. 

“ Equally extraordinary and unwarrantable have been ybur Proceedings relpedling Mr. John 
Briftow. 


He 


(<j) Vide Appendix, N» XXXIV. 
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- He was appointed ReMent at Owile in December 1774. 1„ December 17,-6 he wat recalled 
without the Shadow ot a Charge being exhibited againA^m. By our Letter of 4th Julv lyy, 
wefignifiedour Difapprobation of the Prowdings againft Iwr. Briftow, and direded that he (hould 
be reftored to his Station} which Direflion we confirmed by our lubUqucnt Letter of the 23d 
December 1778. Mr. Briftow arrived in India in February 1780, and in Oiftober of the I'lme 
Year, it was refolved by your Board, that Mr. Briftow Ihoultl return to Owdc} but that Iiis Ap- 
pointment Ihould be limited folcly to the Conduft of Political Negociations •, Mr. Middleton 
being at the fame time nominated to fettle pecuniary Matters with the Vizier. On the 2 til of 
May 1781, upon receiving a Letter from the Vizier, expreffing his Defirc, that Mr. Briftow "ihould 
be removed from his Court, he was again recalled. But without entering into the Confuleiation 
of this Matter, and in order to vindicate and uphold our own Authority, we do hereby politively 
direft, that Mr. Briftow do forthwith proceed to Owde, in the Station of our Refident there. 
We do not mean in the leaft to reflet on the Chamder and Ability of Mr. Middleton, who mult 
be immediately recalled from thence ; but it is a Duty incumbent ppon us, thus to maintain the 
Refped due to the Orders of the Court of Diredors. You are likcwilc to obferve, that we ftiall 
not fuffer any other Perfon to proceed to Oude, for the Manag^ient of the Finance, one I’erfon 
being in our Opinion fufficient to tranfad our Bufinefs there, as Principal in both thofc Depart- 
ments } and we exped our Orders refpeding the Succedion to that Refideiicy be fully complied 
with.” 

(Signed at the End). 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 62, intituled, “ Bengal General Council, fi om the 
16th September, to the 28th Oftober 1782.” 

Read, Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General to the Bo.'iid at Calcutta, 
from a Confultation held on the 23d September 1782, beginning at Page 58 of the faitl 
Book. 


“ Fort William, 43d September 1782. 
At a Council Prtfent, 

Edward Wheler, and 1 • 

John M‘Pherlbn, j 
The Governor General indifpofed. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Command, at Fort St. George. 
Extrad of a Letter from the Governor General to the Council, dated izd September 1782.’ 


“ Upon the fame Occafion I obferved to you, that the Obftacle which oppofed itfclf to the No- 
mination of Mr. Briftow to the Refidentftup at Oude, no longer exillcd j it was removed by my 
having vindicated what muft: ever Ire efteemed one of the necclTary Privileges of this Government. 
I had the Pleafure of finding, upon the moft: imparti.il Enejuiry, th.it tlie Condud of Mr, Briftow 
during his former Rcfidcncc at the Court of the Vizier, had been proper and attentive. I accord- 
ingly wilhecl to recommend him to fuccecd the prelent Refident, provided the Vizier had no reafon- 
able Objedions to his Appointment (a ). 

(Signed at the End). 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 80, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, ift April to 
29th May 1783.” 

Re.'id, Extiatil of the Governor General's Inftruflions to Mr. Biiftow, dated Fort 
William, 23d October 1782, and entered upon a Confultation of 21ft April 1783, 
beginning at Page 304 of the faid Book. 

“ Fort William, 21ft: April 1783. 

' “ At a Council •, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident } 

Edward Wheeler 1 

John Maepherfon > Efquircs. 

John Stables, J 

Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort St» Georga 

“ I do Juftice to my Senfe of your Charader, in declaring my entire Reliance on your Prudence 
and Integrity, and to thefe I truft for your Deviation from any Part of thefe Inftrudions, at your 
Uiferetion, in any inftance which ftiall appear to you neceflary to require it ; defiring however, 
as a proper Caution, that, as much as you can, you will leave the Subjed free for my Corredion 
of it } and inftantly inform me, or the Board, according to the Degree of its Importance, that you 
have aded in fuch Manner, with your Keafons for it ( b). 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Fort William, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

*3^ Odober 178a. “(Signed) Warren Haftings.” 


(a) Vide Appendix, N» XXXVI. 
♦6 
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Then the Managers for the Comny»ns acquainted the Houfe, that they had thought 
proper to trace, and to fubmit t<^he Houfe, the Steps with which the Defendant 
api)eared to have purfued one Objeft indefatigably, namely, that of appointing JVIr. 
Middleton to be his private confidential Agent at Lucknow, in order to fix the Re- 
fjionfibihty afterwards upon the Defendant himfclfi and defired Leave to obferve, 
that tlic Moment in which he propofed to recall Mr. Briftow, and to deliver the 
Whole of the PajK'is to Mr. Middleton, waS the Day upoh which he himfclf pro- 
pofed to leave Calcutta and go to Oo<^, They would next proceed to fliew the Light 
in which the Defendant wiflied Mr. Middleton fliould be confidered at the Court of 
the Nabob at Lucknow. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 109, intituled, “ Bengal Perfian.Corrcfpondencc, 
Letters fent from the 6th January 1774, to the 31ft December 1777.” 

Read, Extraft of a Letter •horn, the Governor General to the Mother of the Na- 
bob Afoph ul Dowlah, dated the 18th Peceinber 1776, beginning at Page 287 of 
the faid Book. 

“ To the Mother of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. Written the 18th December 

“ Mr. Middleton is going, orf my Part, to refide with the Viafer, I have recommended to 
his ftridell Attention whatever you may wifh to have eflcdted •, 1 beg you will regard whatever 
he may reiirefent to you as coming from myfelf ; and 1 do not doubt but that, by his good 
Offites, he will be able to accomplifh what I have greatly at Heart — the Rs-eftablillimcnt of 
Confidence and AllcCtion between you and the Vizier your Son.” 

Read alfo, a Letter from the Governor Genera!, to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah ; 
dated 26th December 1776, beginning at Page 288 of the fame Book. 

“ To the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, written 26th December 1776, 

■ » As it is the Objeft of my Wifli and daily Study to cncreafc and ftrengthen the Friendfliip 
which fublifts between your lixcellcncy and tlie F.nglilli, my own Friendfliip being fo perfeft as 
not to admit of any Addition, I have fent Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, ^ Gentleman who was for- 
merly fiationed with your I-atlier, the late Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, to your Excellency. lie will 
refide with you in the Place of Mr. Brillow, who will clcfire your Leave to return. I requell 
that you will honour him with your Confidence, and Regard, and communicate with him freely and 
without Keferve, confulering whatever he may advance as proceeding immediately from mylclf. 
I hope that you will favour and beiriend him, as it will give me Pleafure.” 


The Malingers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fliould next read Two 
fliort Extraols, to fliew that where the Board had dirc6ted a Communication to be made 
to the Nabob officially, aivl in publick, Mr. Haftings referred the Vizier to a private 
Explanation and Comniunication through Mr. Mldciletotr, as to Matters which were 
not poUiblc to be explained, by publick Letters, which Explanation therefore he mull: 
have given by Letter to Mr. Middleton. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book iio, intituled, “ Bengal Secret ConfuUations.” 

Read, Extract of a Confultation of 4th Auguft 1777, beginning at Page 343, of 
the faid Book. 


“ Fort William, the 4th Auguft 1777* 
“ At a Council Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren IlalUngs, Governor General, Prefidenti 
Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering K. B. 

Richard Barwcll, 1 . ** 

Philip Francis, j Efquircs. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be rcquclled to-write to the Nabob of^Oude, in reply 
to his Letter approving the Plan recommended to him in May laft, for the Arrangement and Alte- 
ration of tlic krtablilhmcnt of hia^Troops, under the Command“0f Britilh Officers*, and that he 
acquaint him that the Prcfidcnt has in confequcnce made fuch Regulations and Appointments, as 
were necenary for carrying it completely into Exj^cution j the p»|ticulars of which will be com- 
nuinicatcd to him by Mr. Middleton.” . ^ 


Read alfo, Extraft of a Confultation of tlie 7th Auguft 1777, bennning at Page 
358 of the faid Book. 

« Fort 
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‘‘ Fort William, the 7th Auauft 1777. 

“ At a Council j PNtnt, 

♦* The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt ; ' 

Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering, 

Richard Barwell, "X 
PWp Francis. J 

Refolvcd alfo, that the following Lej:tet be written to Mr. Middleton. 

“ Sir, ' ; 

In confequence of the Nabob’s Approbation of the Plan, which we recommended to him in 
May lad, for the Arrangement and Alteration of the Eftablilhmcnt of Ids Troops, under the 
Command of Britiih Officers, we have made fuch further Regulations and Appointments as were 
neceflary for carrying it completely into Execution, and inclofe you a Copy of them, to be com- 
municated to the Vizier.” 

Read, from Book 109, already delivered in, Extraft of a Letter from the Go- 
vernor General to the Vizier, dated the 8fli of Auguft 1777, beginning at Page 344 
of the faid Book. 

“ To the Vizier. , ' Written 8th Auguft 1777. 

“ In confequence of your Excellency’s Approbation of the Plan which I fomc Time ago pro- 
pol'ed to you, for the Arrangement and Alteration of the Eftabliffiment of your Troops under the 
Command of Britifh Officers, fuch further Regulations and Appointments have been made as were 
neceflary for carrying it completely into Execution. 

“ As the Particulars of this Arrangement can be more clearly explained to you by Word of 
Mouth, I beg Leave to refer you for them to Mr. Middleton, >vho has icceived full Inftrudions 
on this Head.” 


Then the Witnefs produced Book nr, intituled, “ Bengal Pcrfian Publick Conc- 
fpondence, lent 8th February to 31ft December 1780.” 

Read, Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General to Hydcr Beg Khan, dated 
26th April J780, beginning at Page 13 of the faid Book. 

“ To Hydcr Beg Khan. Written the 26th April 1780, 

I have been favoured with fcvcral Letters from you, wliich Hurry of Bufinefs prevented 
my acknowledging fooner. I cannot conceal from you, that my Feelings have been much luirt 
by fomc Parts of the Nabob’s Conduct, which, I was led to believe, proceciled, in a great Mca- 
fure, from your Advice ; but Mr. Middleton having explained to me fomc Matters which before 
appeared to me in a different Point of View, 1 am happy to allure you, that the unlavourablt 
impreffions I conceived of your Conduct, arc now i.i a great Mealurc removed.” 


The Managers for tire Commons ftated, that iii this Evidence they particularly 
wilhed to Ihcw the peculiar Refponfibility Mr. Haftings took upon himfclt, wlicn he 
appointed Mr. Middleton, and the Terms upon which he appointed him, to the Court 
of Lucknow ; they (hould prove, by fevcral Inftanccs, that Mr. Haftings made a vciy 
proper Choice for his Purpofc, and found a Perfon who perfcclly underftood the Ob- 
je£t for which he was Agent, as would ajjpear from Two Ihort Pafljges they IhouM 
next prodtKc to the Houfe for this Purj)ole. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 82, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 2d June 
30th D- 1783.” 

Read, Extr»ft of a Letter to Mr. Haftings, dated Lucknow, 30th ncccmbcr 
1781, andfigned Nath. Middleton, from a Conlultation of 12th June 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 203 of the faid Book. * 

® V® , « Fort William, i2tli June 1783. 

“ At a Council Prefent, 

• The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt. 

Edward Wheler, T 

Jbhn Macphcrfoo, V Efquircs. 

Johia Stables, ' ' J 

« My Dear Sir, ' > ' ' Lucknow, 30th December 1781. 

I have this Day anfwcrcd your publick Letter in the horm othcfvvflb 

is nothing in it that may to you appear too pointed. It you w underftood 
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underftood than I have taken tip and ftatcd it, I need not fay I ftall ready to conform to 
Whatever you may preferibe, and to take X Share of the Blat« of the (h.therto) 

Non-performance of the Stipulations macleon Behalf of the Nabob •, though 1 do aflurc you, I myfelf 
repreLted to his Excellency and the Minifters. conceiving it to be your Def.re, that the apparent 
Affumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly confidered it at the 
firlt View), as fpccified in the Agreement executed by him, was n<H meant to be fully and literally 
enlorced -. but that it was neceffary you fhould have fometh.ng to ftew on yoor Side, as the Com- 
nanv were deprived of a Benefit, without a Requital i and, upon the taith of this Aflurance alone 
1 believe 1 may fafely affirm his Excellency’s Objeftions to figning the Treaty were given up. If 
have underftood the Matter wrong, or mifconceived your Defign, I am truly forry for >t; how- 
ever it is not too late to correft the Error-, and I am ready to undertake, and, God willmg, 
to carry through whatever you may, on Receipt of my Publick Letter, tell me is your final Re- 

‘"’‘Mfvou determine, at all Events, that the Meafure of reducing the Nabob’s Army, &c. (hall- 
be immediately undertaken, I ftiall take it as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a 
Line at Fayzabad, that 1 may make the neceflary previous Arrangements with refpeft to the D;lpoial 
of my Family, which I would not wifii to retain here, in the Event either of a Rupture with the 
Nabob or the Neceffity of employing our Forces on the Reduftion of his Aumils and Troops. This 

tlonc, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fayzabad. 

’ “ “I am, &c. &c. 

“ Nath. Middleton ( <i).” 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N“ XXXVIU* 
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txtrM riadm ThurfJay, Apriliiyh (,k. Day immtdiauiy W. 
ingj, having teen mined ^ Mijlah, it it her. in/ertedmth a Re- 
Jerence to in proper A^ppendix^ 

The Order in which it was read was, immediately after the Extract from 
Book io6, « Confultations of the 2 Uh October 1774,” ending in Page 
Sojfupra, and before the Extract from Bookie, Confultationof 
the 2d December 1776,” beginning in the fame Paget 


tIoJ of rT ^ ^ following^Extraft of a Confulfa* 

tion of the 2 1 ft December 1774, beginning at Page 449. ^ 

“ ^oft William, the 2 ift December 1774 < 

T,. „ “ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident *, Secret Dept. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, wednefdey. 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Harwell, 7 xsr • 

Philip Francis, | Efquires, 

^ appointed Rclidcnt at the 

ViziersCourt,as qualified for It, from his general Knowledge of Bufinefs, and his particular 
Acquaintance with the Perfian Language. . « «» parntuiw 

;< Tor Propofition, becaufe, in his Judgement, Mr. Briftow 

diftingJifhed AbUitS Knowledge of the Perfian Language, nor by any 

•" this high Office, to whofe Appointment I can 

1 1* r * "'r Approbation. I know him to be a Man of Senfe, Induftry, and Judgment j 

anw h/hf,T ^**5"* ” “nderftands the Perfian Language, as well from the^Affift’ 

^ favoured me with in the Letters I have received and anrwered, as from his public Office 
t Iranfiator to the Khalfa; This Office implies. Knowledge of Bufinefs, Knowledge of Accounts, 

fivA f ^ “P®" *’'* Englilh Conneftions, though, in this Re- 

•pcct, tew Gentlemen are better connefted than Mr. Briftow. I agree to the Propofition. 

(Signed) « P, Francis.” 

Bft ^ explain to the Board, that, by the Word pojitive ufed in this Minute, I mean 

TO more than a ^ontradiftinftion to m^ativt^ which I had ufed in my former Minute. 


(Signed) •* P. Francis.” 


•• Mr. Bafwcll 
wafons 


1 cannot aflent to the Nomination of Mr. BriHow, for the following 

r * ^ think, when a Propofition from the Chair is over-ruled, there ought to be very good 

rounds for fuch a Meafurc. The Preference given to the Gencrars Nomination, undoubtedly 
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fpcaks Inattention to the Governor; bcfidcs, in this Particular, I Alnk the GwCTnor flswld have 
bm, confulered. as he is the Chann^of publick Correfpondence, and (hould ^ fupportd as the 
fEd of this Government, in theses of the Princes of India: This Charaacr lie wUl fcarcrly 
nuintain, if a Gentleman, in Oppofition to his Sentiments, goes the Pubhek Agent to the Court 

of the Vizir. rsian^dl « ». R »* 


“ Colonel Monfon. I afle nt to the General’s Nomination, as I fuppofe Mr. Briftow to be a 
Perfon qualified for the Truft, from the Station which he now fills. 

“ The Governor General diflents from the Propofition. 

‘‘ Agreed, by a Majority of the Board, that Mr. Briftow be appointed Refidcnt at the Court 
of Suja Dowla (a).” 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" XXXVIII. A. 
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Die MartiSf 19° Jprilis 1788. 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the urual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, that before they proceeded 
with an Article of written Evidence, which they were about to lubinit to tlic Houle, 
they requefted Mr. Middleton might be called to hear it read, it being his ov\m Wilh 
to have an Opportunity of hearing it read before he (poke to it. 

Mr. MIDDLETON was accordingly called in. 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftatc;l. That the Paper juft mentioned was a 
Third Treaty, and Guarantee, figncd by Mr. Middleton, which it was not their Inten- 
tion originally to have brought forward as Part of their Evidence ; but, finding from 
fome Anfwers of Mr. Middleton on a former Day, that it was extremely material, 
they would now lay it before the Houfe; and, by Way of Elucidation, firft read a 
Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Board, previous to his going a fecond Time to Ey- 
zabad in the Year 1778. 

Then a Book, intituled, “ Letters to the Board from 1777 to 1782,” and marked 
with the Letter 13 , was delivered in, and acknowledged by the Witnefs to be one of 
the Books, containing Copies of his publick Correlpondence, delivered by him to the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, purfuant to an Order for that Purpofe. 

Read, the following Extra6t from the fame Book. 

“ Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Honourable Board. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I had the Honour to forward you, fome Time ago, an Addrefs from Mr. Henry John 
Chandler, requefting Permiflion to refign his Station of Afliftant to the Refident at this Court ; 
but not having been honoured with a Reply, and the State of Mr. Chandler’s Health calling for 
an immediate Change of Air, I have taken upon me, at his earneft Requeft, to yield my Confent 
to his Proceeding within the Company’s Provinces, where he will again addrefs the Honourable 
Board, and wait their Pleafurc. 

“ The growing Differences between the Nabob and the Two Begums, which, • if fuffered to ‘sic in Orig. 
continue, might be produftive of an irreparable Breach, and ultimately be attended with the moft 
unhappy Effefts to the late Nabob’s Family. I have thought it the Duty of my Station, to en- 
deavour to avert thefe Confequences by a timely Mediation. The Honourable Board have 
already been minutely informed of the fcvcral Claims of the Two Begums, which, for the moft 
Part, appear to me founded in Equity ; and the Nabob, although formerly averle to complying 
with them, ha^ of late manifefted fo ftrong a Defire to accommodate thelc Dilfercnces, and 
reftorc the mutual good .JJndcrftanding which ought to fubfift between him and the Two 
Begums, thjt I am inclined to believe he would willingly give up many Points which he 
has hitherto' refufed, tp effeCl: this Objeft. I have therefore, at his Excellency’s urgent So- 
lioitations, undertaken#*® Vifit to Fyzabad, in the Hope that 1 may be able to remove thofc ill 
ImprefTions which have naturally arifen from mutual Injuries, and adjuft the Preliminaries of a 
perfonal Interview, whjch both Parties appear equally defirous (hould take Place : This done, the 
Nabob has given me his fblemn Promifc, that he will immediately join me at fyzabad ; and I en- 
tertain the. moft fanguinc Expeftations that it will prove the Means of removing tbofe violent Pre- 
judices and Difgufts which have fo long prevailed, to the Deftru(flion of almolt every Kind of Jn- 
tercourfc and Connexion betjvecn them. 
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“ I fliall duly inform the Honourable Board of the Refult of my Proceedings at Fyzabad, and 
take no Part officially in any Accommojlfation or frcffi Agreements which may take Place between 
the Nabob and the Begums, without meir previous Sanction and Concurrence. 

“ Fyzabad, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ the i4tli September 1778. (Signed) Nath* Middleton.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houft, That fubfequent to the 
Date of this Letter, Mr. Middleton proceeded a Second Time to Fyzabad j they fliould 
therefore next produce the Treaty which he then figned, and the Letter incloftng the 
Treaty from the Begum, which was fent down afterwards. 

The Witnefs produced Book 24, intituled, “ Publick Perfian Correlpondence, Let- 
ters received from the ift of January to the 31ft of December 1779.” 

Read, the following Extract, being a Letter from Oraut ul Zahra to Mr. Haftings, 
beginning at Page 2 of the fame Book. 

“ From Omut ul Zahra, the Daughter of Ameen ul Dowlah 
“ Hhauk Khan, and Mother of the Vizier. 

“ Received ift February 1779. 

“ I have already tranfmitted you a Letter, with a particular Relation of the late Tranladions 
here, wliich you have, I flatter mylclf, honoured with Ferufal, and I Ihall juft now touch on the mod 
material of them. 

“ As you wrote me that the Ships were ready, and that I might fet off whenever I pleafed, relying 
with the greateft Confidence on this agreeable Intimation, I was more than ever anxious to profe- 
• Sic in Oiig. cute my Pilgrimage to Kerbclla *, and was preparing to take with me the Corps of the late bleflcd 
Nabob, and to begin my Journey, when the Nabob Kukkun ul Dowlah, Mr. Middleton coming 
here, forbad me to take any Mcafures for that Purpofe, for the Term of ao Months longer, after 
which I Ihould meet with no Obftiuftion in the Prolecution of my Defign. I was accordingly un- 
der the Ncceflity of fufpending my Journey. After the Period had elapled, Mr. Middleton came to 
Fyzabad the firft Time the latter End of Shabaun, and informed me, in the Courfe of a Conver- 
fation we held together, that the Settlement of all Matters depended on thePrcfencc of the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowlah. Nctwithftanding the Difpleafure 1 had conceived againft my Son, yet, at Mr. 
Middleton’s Rcqucft, I wrote him an Invitation to Fyzabad, and he came accordingly. Two or 
Three Days were palTed in the Duties of Hofpitality and reciprocal Adis of Affection, iifter 
which my faid Son let all the Buflnefs afide in the moft unkind Manner, and fent me a Meffagc to 
exchange fevcral Places, and to change the former Engagements between us. Noiwithftanding 1 highly 
difapproved of the Changes propolcd, becaufe the forming Engagements and changing them, ever 
tends to remove all Confidence and Security in the moft folcmn Adis, yet, for the Saiistadtion of 
Mr. Middleton, and from a Dcfiic to put an End to all Difputes, I found no other Means but 
that of fubmitting in Silence. Akbur Ally Khan was an' Eyc-witnefs of the whole Tranfaftion 
from full to laft. By him 1 fend you Copies of the new Engagements i and beg Leave to refer yuu 
to him for the full Particulars. 

“ I fwcar by all the Saints, that I have no Hopes of obtaining the Accomplilhment of my 
Wilhes but in you. — The World affords me no other Protedlor. If you approve of the aforcfaid 
Treaties, be pleafed to affix your own Seal thereto, that I may be freed from all Appichcniions, 
and receive full Confidence and Satisfadlion ; for without your Seal I cannot place the fmalkll 
Reliance on them. It is ncccflary that you favour me with a Letter to the Gentlemen rcfiding 
here, to afford their Support to iny Affairs on all Occafions, that fo I may have nothing to do with 
any other Perfons, nor tliey with me; and through your Friendlhip to me, may pals the Ihoit 

Remainder of my Life in Peace and Tranquillity. How long is ihcXorps of the late bleifcd 

Nabob to continue here in the Nature of a Depofu ? 

“ I am hopeful th.it you will fend hither Perfons of Credit, that I may difpatch the Body with a 
proper Efcort under their Charge to your Quarter ; from which, you will caule it to be tranf- 
■t Siein Orij. ported to Kcrbella f-” 

“ Endofufes in the Above. 

« Copies of the feveral Treaties concluded by the Nabob Vizier with his Mother and Mr. 
Briftow, &c. as Guarantee to them. Thcfc having been before tranflated and entered, it feems un- 
ncceflary to enter any at prefent, except the laft ; to which Mr. Mkldleton fet h» Hand and Seal 
as Guarantee, as follows. 

Copy of a Treaty, bearing Date the iith Ramzaun 1192 Hejerce, 3d Odober 1778, to 
which Mr. Middleton affixed his Seal. 

« The Vizier of tlie Empire, the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah Yeyah Khan Huzzebiir Jong 
Bahadre, having given me as Guarantee to the following Treaty concluded with her Highnels, 
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T fin the Part of the Englilh Chiefs, deliver this Writingi to wit, That his Highnefs (hall f.iith. 

I’lW Dcrform all the Articles of the following Treaty whicl^ic has entered into with her Higlinefs 
K The Englifh Chiefs and myfelf arc Guarant^br the due Performance of it. 

* Whenever her Highnefs chufes to profecute her Journey to Kcrbdla, (he is at Liberty to do 
r to ffo cither by Land or Sea, as fhe thinks proper. 

His ifiEhnefs (hall, without fail, dil'chargc the Tunkas of the fmall M.ihals, and niall fix 
„ 1 nav a futtable Allowance for the Support of the Children of tlie late blcfied Nabob. • 

‘‘Her Hiehnefs, the fuperior Bhegum, (the Vizier’s Grandmother), and her ll.ghnels the 
arvier’s Mother, (hall, with the Approbation of his Highnefs, contract Allmnees tor the Mar- 
d oe of the Sons and Daughters of the late blcffcd Nabob, wiilr whomLever they judge proper. 
Suld her Highnefs, the fuperior Bhegum, proceed on a Pilgrimage^ to Kerbc-lla and the Holy 
Sarcs her Highnefs is the Miftrefs to form the Alliances hcrfclt, and to conclude the Mar- 
H cS with the Approbation of hit Highnefs. The necefiary Kxpences attc.idant on the Cekbr.y 
on of the NuptiaU of the Sons and Daughters of the hte blefied Nabob (haU be paid by his 
Highnefs from his own Treafury. Her High.ncfs, the fuperior Bhepim, ar.d her H'gl'nCs. 
the^MiftrelTes to contrad Alliances for the Sons and Daughters ot the late blcflTed Nabob, win 
She Approbation of his Highnefs } but in all other Matters, cxdufive ot the NuptiaL, his High- 

""If. H^ Higts (hall never be molcftcd in the Enjoyment of the M.dials and Jagliiers in the 
fubjoined Lift > viz. 

SuUorc, iMahalTdlore , 

Dutwa* I D" Klialis, with the Sycr Adawliit, 

Perfeddepore, i 

Sumideah) i Khorah, 

^ Rutth, I O'* Taunnah, 

« Nabob Gunec. &c. Places mentioned in tlie following Lift are to be put into his Highnefs’s 
n in Lieu thereof, his Highnefs (hall deliver to her Highnefs Places equal to tiK 

b iS fn her lliBhnrC’. Froi.r .hu Asr.rmrn, h,. 

Highnefs (ball in no-wife deviate. 

Nabob Gunge, with the Villages on the other 
Side of the Kauhra, 

Gulla Daug, 

Mints of Owde and Fyzabad, 

Bhegum Gunge and Gola Gaut, 

Garden of Hurry Sing in Oude, 

Rowfa Ghaut in Lucknow, 

Bhegum Bazar, in D", 

Garden of Bhara Mull, 

People dependant on her own Sirkar, Hi ^ never, ^ at any future Period, dcfirc ot 

the Pka of Accounts, &c. Further, his H ghnels (hall nevy^ )j 

her Highnefs to exchaoK the Places "O'" Period, maltc demand of a Loan, or any 

Moreover, his Hi^wfs ftiall "Oj» . ^ Highnefs (hall not, at any future Time, defirc 

other Demand, from her Highnefs. ’ r -i ° 1 j or new Taghiers -, which old and new 

from her HigHnefrtbe Exchange of any of the oW 

Jaghieri were fixed to her Highnefs m tie _ .8 p ' jjjj, chiefs, as Guarantees for the due 

l^oreovcr, his Highnefs has given ^‘'^“‘fjT'Snefs lives. 

Performance of the Jove Stipulations, as g deliver this written Engagement, 

.ccuca., 


Vizier Gunge, 

Garden of Noor Ufshaiin, Large Rumnah, 
Ifinacl Gunge, Three Cols on this Side Luck- 
now, 

Ifmael Gunge at Lucknow, 

Gorukpore Houfe, 

Bazar of the Houfe of Mahomed Bulheer Khan 
at Fyzabad. 


“ Draft 
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•• Draft of a Declaration on the Part of the Governor General, to be affixed to the Treaty 
before recited, requeued by the ^gum. 

« The Vizier of the Empire of Hlhdoltan, the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah Yeyah Khan Bahadre 
Hiizzcbur Jung, having called on Mr, Middleton to become Guarantee to a Treaty, he has con- 
cluded with her Highnefs the Begum, and that Gentleman having entered into an Engagement 
conformable thereto, as Guarantee to the faid Treaty on the Part of the Englifh Chiefs •, I hkewifr, 
for the Purpolc of giving complete Confidence and Satisfadtion to her Highnefs the Bhegum, 
deliver this Engagement under my Hand and Seal, that the Nabob Vizier of the Empire will 
abide by all the following Stipulations he has entered into with her Highnefs. I am Guarantee 
• Sic ill Orig. thereto i and no Koom is left for tlic * Deviation from the Articles hereafter recited.” 

Then the following Qtteftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Did you fign or execute that Treaty ? 

A. I did. 

What Authority had you for figning and executing that Treaty ? 

A. It appeared to me to be fo conformable to the former Treaty, to which the Englifh were 
Guarantee, I concei^red the diferetionary Power of my Office warranted me in giving my Signature 
to it. 

Had you any exprefs Authority befides what your Diferetion prompted you to take? 

A. I recoiled a Letter from the Governor General and Council mentioning that it was the Duty 
of my Office to interfere upon all Occafions between the Nabob and the Begum, where his Ex- 
cellency ffiould attempt to infringe upon any of the Conditions of the former Agreement guaranteed 
by the Lait India Company. The Letter is dated the 23d of March 1778, and 1 beg Leave to refer 
CO it. 

Did you underftand that Letter as prohibiting you from executing any Guarantee to the 
Elder Begum ? 

A. To pledge the Faith of the Company, I certainly did. I confidered it as a Prohibition to 
pledge the Faith of the Company to any Agreement with the Elder Begum. 

Upon what Authority then did you fign the Treaty, or do anv Thing that Ihould tend to- 
wards pledging the Faith of the Company. — How do you diftinguifn between pledging the Faith 
of the Company, and figning the Treaty as Refidcnt and Guarantee from the Company at Lucknow, 
pledging the Faith of the Company ? 

A. In one inftance the Company would be particularly mentioned > in the other I Ihould only 
fign the Treaty, and engage to ufc my Influence, as far as I could, in Support of the Begum, to 
prevent any Infringement of the Agreement, whatever it Ihould be. 

You fay, that in point of Faft you did underftand yourfelf to be prohibited from pledging 
the Faith of the Company, but you did not fuppofe you was prohibited from figning the Gua- 
rantee*, and if the Nabob attempted to infringe it, then you, as Rcfident, were to take the moft 
aftivc Part you could for fupporting the Begums ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is any fuch Diftinftion made in this Treaty which you figned i 
A. In the Treaty juft read i 

Qi In the Treaty juft read, do you obferve that it makes any Diftinftion between the Two Cafes 
you Iiave put ; the One, of the Faith of the Company being dircftly and cfR-ftually pled^d ; the 
other, of the Rcfident of the Company, by his Signature, being pledged to prevent any Infringe* 
Client of the Agreement ? , 

A. I do not obferve by the Treaty, there is any exprefs Diftindlion. 

Q. Then are wc to underftand, that the Elder Begum had exadtiy the fame Security, as far a$ 
your Signature went, as the Younger Begum ? 

The Houfe obferved. That by the Language the Witnefs had made ufc of, he 
feemed to think, there was a Diftinftion between the FaitH of the Company being 
pledged, in exprefs Words, and the Treaty being figned by him; which would pledge 
him, as Relident, to make all the Terms of it good. 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, That no fuch Diftinftion was made in 
the Treaty ; that the Witnefs admitted the Faith of the Company wal pledged, by 
his Signature, to the Younger Begum i and that there was no Diftinftion in the 
1 reaty made with the Elder Begum. 

Then the Witnefs was alked; 

Q. Did you underftand the Faith of the Company to be more pledged to the Younger 
Begum than to the Elder Begum, by Means of that Treaty ? 

5 A* As 
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A. A* far as the Elder, Begum was concerned iAthat Twaty, I conceivo the Faith of the Com- 
pany to be pledged. . 

As far a.s the Elder Begum was concerned in thaiTwy, you confidercd the Faith of the 
Company to bo pledged to her I 
A. Yes. 


I h.ive vmdcrftood you hitherto— you did not underlhnd the Faith of the Company to be fd 
•liredtly. ple lged by your Signature, as if they thcotfelves had made an cxprrls h.ngagcnient 
for 't ^ 

A. rh ii is, in the Treaty with the Elder Begum, to which I have put my Signature. 


O. What do you mean by the Company being more pledged to the Younger than they were to 

ladder Begum ? In what Sente did you undcrlland thefe Words ? 

A. In that Treaty they were pledged to both equally ; I confidered the Articles as of no Confe- 
qncncc. If you advert to thofe Articles relpeding the Elder Begumk tjicy arc of no Gonfcquence. 

0. The Queftion is upon the Treaty previous to this. Why did you confidcr the Company to 
be lets engaged to the Elder Begum by that Treaty, than by this of the 3 d of Odtober ? 

A. As far as 1 recoltedi that Treaty, it was nothing naore, than a Signature in my individual 
C.ipacity as Refident in the Vizier’s Court, to ufc my Influence upon all Occaflons to prevencthi 
Nabob from interfering with the Rights of the Elder Begum. I have already declared w your 
Lordfhips I have no Soft of RccoHeftion of figning that Treaty i I fpeak now of what, probabiyi 
was the Motive to induce me to lign it, if I did fign it. 

To prevent the Vizier from interfering, with what did you fay ? 

A. With the Elder BegUrtt. 

With the Rights of the Elder Begum ? 

A. With.the Claims. bf the Elder Begum., 

Cb Did you fay any^ Thing more thart that f 
A. No. 

You had no Reoollcdion of figning- that? 

A. No pofitivc RecoBeflion. 

Have you any RecolleAlon f 

A. I have none, 1 huve no Rccollc^HOrt of figning It. 

If you do not rccollttft you figned that Treaty in Faft, how do you. recolledl the Diftinftion 
between the Authority of the Two Treaties ? 

A, I have only fuppofed I did fign the Treaty, and figned it. in the Manner. I have now- 
explained it to your Lordlhips. 

It is upon that Suppofition ? 

A. Upon that Suppofition only. 1 have not a fufficient Recollcftion •, indeed, I have no Re^ 
colledlion of it: But 1 take it for granted it was figned, as it appears fo upon the Face 
of it. 


The Managers for the Commons defued, that the following PalTage in the Defen- 
dant's Anfwef, delivewd in at the Bar of the Houle of Lords, might be read to the 
Witnefs (/t). 

The fame was accordingly read. 

” Artd that W Governor General and Council, thfc fald Warfen Haftings being then Governor 
General, did thereupon direft the faid Mr. Middleton to make fuch Reprefentation to the Nabob as 
is fljted in the-feid Article : And the faid Warren Haftings does not know or believe, that any 
other Interferences, Rowers, or Authorities, were made, given, granted, or confirmed by the faid 
Governor General, and the faid Council, for the Purpofe aforefaid , and he denies that any Gua- 
rantee of the Britilh Nation, or any Guarantee of any Kind whatfoever, was, by the Refident, 
Vender the Authority of the laid Warren Haftings, ever pledged to the faid Elder Begum for her 
Froteftion,’* 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witneft : 

Whether you furniflicd Mr. Mailings with any Minute to that Effect, ifi allifting hint to 
make his Defence to this Article of the Charge? » • l l 

A. I cannot fay I remember the particular Minutes Ifurnilbcd Mr. Halw£S with; they were iQ 
general fuch Information as occurred to me upon the Affairs of Oude. 


(a) Vide Primed Anfwcr to the Second Article, Page 14 , 601 Line from the Bottom. 
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' Q. flut do yoa recoUedk whether you fornilhed him with that particular Minute or not ? 

A. I do not. ^ 

Did you receive, after executi^ this Treatyj stay Sanftlbn or Approbation of that Meafure 
from Mr. Haftingt ? 

A. I received a Letter from Mr. Haftings by Ackbur Ali Cawri* which I beg leave to Hate to 
your Lordfhips. It is a Letter, dated the 29th of March 1779. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would read the Letter immediately ; 
They only wimed firft to alk, 

Whether the Witnefs knew who Ackbur Ali Cawn was ? 

A. I cannot fay I remember his Perfon } but I underftood him td be aft Agent of the Younger 
Begum, and to have gone down from the Younger Begum as Agent to the Governor General. 

Q. But whether he was in her Service, or in what Capacity, you do not know ? 

A. I do not know. 

Then a Book, intituled, “ Letters from the Board, from 1775 to 1782/’ marked 
C, was deliv^ered in. 

Read| the following Extraft, being a Letter from the Defendant, dated. Fort 
William, 29th March 1779, to Nathaniel Middleton Efquire^ Refident at the Court 
of the Vizier. 

** To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier* 

« Sir, 

This ferves to introduce to you Akber Aty Khan, difpatched tO me with Letters by the Bahoo 
Bhegum, for whom I dcfire your Civilities and Atteation. 

** From the BhegUmS Letters, and the Papeta of which (he has lent me Copied, I am furprized 
to obferve, that although the Nabob has repeatedly entered ititofolemn Engagements with her, and 
the Name of the Company pledged for the Performance of them, yet non^ of them have been 
obferved any longer than the Nabob thought proper.—Such Indances of Breach of Faith bring our 
Name, as well as the Nabob’s, into Difcredit. The Bhegum informs me, that ihe (half red 
fatisSed with the lad Engagement contracted with her by her ^n, to which you have fet yoiir Seal 
on the Part of the Company as Guarantee, provided (he can be adured it will be obferved. 

“ I mud therefore defire that yOU will make ufc of your Influence with the Nabob* to prevent 
his attempting any ACt contrary to thefe Engagements} and that if he fhouldat any Time fo far for» 
get himfelf as to make it necelTary, you declare to him peremptorily in my Name, and on the 
Part of the Council, that we will pay all due Attention to the Bhegum, and afford her AfTidance 
in all Matters when (he may have Occafion to require it, and whi» have a Relation to thefe En> 
gagements. “ I am, Sir, 

“ Fort William, Your mod obedient Servant, 

the 29th March 1779, (Signed) Warren Hadings.” 


Then the following (^eftion was put to the Witnefs. 

Qi Did you underdand that Letter to be a full, complcat, and perfeft Sanftion and Appro- 
bation of the Treaty which you had fo figned i 
A. I did. 


The Managers for* the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they had no further 
Queftions to put to the Witnefs upon the Subjeft of the Treaty, 

Qi {Cro/s examined.) The Witnefs h^ faid, he confidercd that Letter as a full Sanction and 
Approbation of the Treaty he had figned. I wilh him to be alked, whac Treaty he refers to, and 
with whom made ? 

A, The Treaty with the Bhow Begun). 

Of what Date ? 

A. The Date is the 3d of October 1778. 


Did you underdand that SahCtion and Approbation as relating to that Treaty only ? 

A. To that Treaty only} certainly. 

a Lord.) If I midook not, in hearing the Letter read, there arc thefe Words, “ and 
all the other Engagements j” if thefe Words appear upon the Face of the Treaty, I vrould 
wifti to know what you underdood by them ? 

A. I underdood, all the other Engagements with the Bhow Begum. I underftood the Letter 
to refer fblely to the Engagements with the Bhow Begum. 

. Ql 
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Did fW widerftaad the Treaty as referring, fojely to the Bhow Begum f 
AT I have oblerved there were fome Claulc:* m it refg^ing the hldcr Begum. 

Can you teJI upon what Foundation you underdooi^he Letter to refer not to thofe Claufet 
fefpeding the Elder Begum, but to thofii refpe^lirtg the Bhow Begum only f 
A. To the whole Treaty I underftOod it to refer. 

•nicn the following Queftions, and Anfwers of the Witnefs thereto, were read by the 

Clerk. 

Q. Did not the b^abob, at the Time of executing the Treaty of 1775, give her a Coolnama as a 
Pledge upon that Occalion ? 

A. 1 underftood he did. 

Was that Coolnama tranfmitted to Calcutta, or any Copy of it f 
A. I was not at Lucknow at that Time. 


Then the Witnefs was alked : 

Q. (Jrm a L»rd.) Was that Coolnama, which yOu underftood to be granted in the Year 1775 
by the Nabob to the Bhow Begum, figncd by you i 
A. No i I was not there at the Time. 

Q. You fay you did hoc fign the Coolnama, at you know of ? 

^ Not that 1 know of. 

Qj^ Do you rcthember figning hny Coolnama, if you did not fign that in the Year 1775 f 
A. The One that has been read To-day. 

Q;, You call that a Coolnama i 
A. I call that a Coolnama. 

Q. f/rm a Lord.) Whether you ever tranfmitted to MaHaftings, or to the Board, that Treaty 
whi«i was entered into in OAober 1778, Or the Inftrument, whatever it was ? 

A. I do not remember whether I did or not. 


Q. Recollect, if you can, whether you did or did not ? 

A. I (hould rather think I did not, as I do nOi underftand that it appears upon the Correfpon- 
dence. 

Q. Whether you underftood, that tht Boahi knew or received any Account of the Tran&dliion, 
till me Time the Younger Begum fent down her Agent to the Board with an Account of it ? 

A. I Ihould apprehend not. 

Q. Then I ftiould be glad to know, if that Account had hot been fent down, and the Board had 
no Knowledge of that Tranfadion, whether your Signature and Guarantee would have bound the 

Company’s Faith ? . ^ . 

A. If any Caufe had arifen in vfrhich I (hould have had Oocafion to recur to the Powers of that 
Guarantee, I muft of NeccfTity have made a Reference to the Governor General and Council.— I 
Ihould conceive it would. 

Q;^ You conceive the Government would have been bound, though they had not given any po- 
fitive or fpeciftek Sanction to it ? . 

A. I (hould conceive they would, becaufe I conceive this Coolnama to be very little or nothing 
more than a Confirmation of the former Coolnama, which had been fanAiBcd by the Approbation 
of the Governor General and Council. 

(from a Lord.) I (hould be very glad to know for what Reafon it yas, that you did not fend 
an Account of this material Tranfaftion, cither to the Governor, or the Board ? 

A. I could have had no other Reafon, than not confidering it as a new Tranfaftion, but merely 
a Confirmation of the former Coolnama of 1775* 

Q. I Ihould be glad to know then, now the Treaty has been read to you, whether, by cem- 
paring it with the rormer, you arc ready, upon your own Ob(crvation, to fay they arc prccilcly 

A.**They arc not precifely the fame j there arc fome Exchanges of Conditions propofed and 
agreed to by the Nabob and the Begum mutually. 

Whether there is not a Claufe, whereby the Nabob binds hirofclf to demand no Loan of 
the Elder Begum ? 

A. No t 1 do not recollefl ic. 


Other 


The following Paffage of the faid Treaty was read. 

« Moreover, his Highnefs (hall not, at any future Peri^, make Demand 

ber Demand, from her Highnefs. further » his Highnefs (hall not, at any futUiC Time, 
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fire from her Iliglmefs the ExcWge oF i«Ny Plac* of tliA old orrneVjighitel’^^mfch Old md 
new Jaglurcs were fixed to her Highoef^ the Exchange 'lately made by the Nabob. 

Then the following Queftion was put to tlie Wuneis i 

Q In what Light did you confider the Guarantee, in tefpea ofthe Jaghii'cS-! Did yoo-uncltr- 
fiaml it to prott-a the (becifick Property guaranteed, or to allow a Refumptipn of it, in Confide- 
ration of an Equivalent ? Did you underftand the EAaW m • the J%hire tOi be- feouted, orodhly 

the Rent and Value oHt ? , , r j/l- r r i ' 

A. That is Matter of Opinion j which I (;ouU wifli your Lordfnips would excufe my, fpeak- 

ing to. 


Then the following Qaeftiort wds put to the Witnefs : 

Q. Why did you omit to inform the Board of this Treaty which you figned upon thQ jd'of 
OcIoIkt 17 ;^? 

A. I tan afllgn no Rcafon for it. 

O'. I underftood you to fay, when the Quertion was put to you before, that you looked 
up^ the Articles to be but fmall Changes from what was contained iq the Treaty of 1775 i 

A. Yes i 1 did fay fo. 

(T Was that your Rcafon •, or had you no Regfon ? 

^ I have no Rcafon that I can at this Time recolleft. 

At the Time, you figned any of thofe Treaties as Guwantce, or as a Refident, did you 
pri^lcc to the Begums, or to the Nabob, any Authority for doing fo ? 

A. I rio not rccollcft producing any Authority ; it is probable, that having fuch Authority, I 
lliould mention it to them. 

Q. (from a Lord.) When you figned ‘ any Treaty, guaranteeing the Company^ how Were tlie 
Nateb, or the Begums, to know that the Treaty,’ 'by which they bound thcmfelvts, was, or was 
not, a<5lually guarantcctl by the Company, unlefs your Authority wat produced to them 
conftantly ? 

The Witnefs defued the Queftion to be repeated. 

The Witnefs was alkctl, 


Q. Did you explain to the Nabob, or t& the Begum, of had they any Means in the World of 
knowing, wlien you figned the Treaty, whether they had, or had not^ to depend upon the Com^ 
pany for the Performance of it 

A. It is mofl: probable 1 did explain to the Begum the Authority upon which I afledj— I 
could not produce the Authority of the Board, becaufe it would not have been intelligible to the 
Begum. 

Q. By the Anfwcrs you Iiavc made, there is a Difference in your Account of the Tranfaflions 
with thofe Princeffes, between a Treaty figned under the exprefs Guarantee of the Company, and a 
'j'rcaty only figned by yourfclf as Refident ; — the Qiieflion propofed to you is this ; — whether, ac- 
cording to your Knowledge and Belief, they were apprifed of that Diflindtion, or not? 

A. 1 flioukl apprehend that the Bhow Begum was apprifed I had Authority to guarantee her 
Treaty ; the Elder Begum could not h.tvc underftood any Thing of that Kind, as I‘ certainly had 
no exprefs Authority tor it. 

Sec whether I make myfclf underftood by you. You have ftated this So»t of Difference: 
That the Company w.is bound, where they were exprcfsly named Parties, and where they gave 
Authority and Ratification to what was done : But you think they were not bound by the fimpk 
Adt of your Signature, as Refident. Th{; Queftion propofed to you is this } Did the Begums, or 
did they not, know ot the Diftindlion that yoU make between the different Modes oi Gua- 
rantee ? 

A. They probably did : I hate no Doubt but they did. 


Q. (from a Lord). You have faid, in Anfwer to a former Queftion, that you thought the 
Company were bound by your Signature } which you afterwards explained to be only, bccaule 
it w.ts a Confirmation of a former Treaty. I wifti to know, how the Begums, or the Nabob, 
could poftihly know that fuch a Diftindtion cxifted, which made the Guarantee void or valid ? 

A. 1 mull certainly have explained to tlie Bhow Begum, what t)hc Extent of niy Authority w.is, 
what the difcrctionary Powers of my Office were : i do conceive, and 1 have no D^bt^ d iitforroed 
her at the I'lmc, that I confidcred the Adi I did, by confirming .the Agreement between her and 
the Nabob, as nothing more than the Confirmation of the former Coolnama ; I have no Doubt I 
informed her fo at the Time. 

. (.ik Attend to the Queftion You make a Difference between a Treaty autKorifed by, and after- 
w.trds exprcfsly wtified by the Company, ai)d a ’Preaty fimply figned by the Refident, without 
fuch previous Authority, or fubfequent Ratilic.itioh. The fingh; Queftion now put is ; How you 

■; fuppofs 
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foppofe the Prince* of that Country fliould be apprifed of that Diftinaion Did you ever make 
ilut Diftinaion known to them i 

A. I don’t recollea that I did. * 

Q, (frm a Lord.) Whether you confider your Signature a^ledginc the Faith of the Company, 
tho^h you might be culpable yourfelf for doing it without Authority 7 

Ar No i 1 do not conceive it would in all Calcs. 

Q. According to your Opinbn of the Tranfaclion, do yoU fuppofe the Nabob would be bound 
up^ the one Side, if your Signature would not bind the Company upon the other ; Have you 
formed any Opinion upon it or not ? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. (from a Lord.) The Queftion is, whether the Nabob, or the Princefles, or either of 
did or did nOt underftand the Treaty to be binding upon the Company by Means of your Signa- 
ture only ? 

A. It would feem the Begum did not, as (he fent down her Agent to Calcutta cxprcfsly to get a 
Confirmation of it from the Governor General and Council. 

Q, (by the Managers.) Whether upon the following Queftion being afleed, upon a former Exa- 
mination, “ Do you know, from your Refidcnce in that Country, whether by the Ulage of In- 
doftan, and according to the Opinion of the People of that Country, the Atteftation of a Perfon 
of the Rank of Sir Robert Barker is confidcred as a Guarantee”— You did not anfwer — “ 1 think 
it is?” 

The Managers for the Commons were informed. That the proper Queftion to be 
put was, whether the WitneCs confidered the Atteftation of Sir Robert Barker, in 
the Situation in which he was, as a Guarantee binding upon the Englilh Nation ? 

A. The Queftion was not afked. What I confidered, but what the Parties contrafting would 
confider. I did fuppofe, from the high Situation in which Sir Robert Barker ftood, the Nabob 
Fyzoola Cawn would confider it as pledging the Faith of the Company. 

Q^ What was Sir Robert Barker’s Situation t 

A. He was Commander in Chief of the Britilh Army> with confiderablc Powers, as I underftood, 
of Negotiation. 

Q. (from a Lord.) Whether the Signature of the Refident employed by the Company to treat 
with the Nabob, or any other Prince, would not be of as much Confequence, and whether the 
Company would not be as much bound by it, as they would by the Atteftation of Sir Robert Barker 
in the Situation, in which he ftood ? . 

The Witnefs defired the Q^ftion to be repeated. 

Q;^ You have laid you had fome Knowledge of the Situation in which Sir Robert Barker was, 
and It is a Comparilbn between Sir Robert Barker’s Situation and yours as Refident at Lucknow : 
The Qiicftion is. Whether, upon that Comparifon, as well as you are able to make it, you think 
that the Signature of the Refident at Lucknow would hot be as cffcdual to bind the Company, as 
the Atteftation of Sir Robert Barker to a Treaty ? 

A. It would be much the fame, I fliould conceive. 

Q^ {from a Lord.) Had you any written Credentials given you by the Company to be prefented 
to the Vizier at Lucknow, when you went to refide there, explaining the Nature and Extent of 
your Powers i 

A. To the beft of my Memory I had a Letter from the Governor General to the Nabob, inform- 
ing him generally of my Appointment to refide at his Court. 

Qi That Letter was prefenteJ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi Did you make any other Reprefentation to the Nabob, befides what that Letter contained, 
of the Extent of the Powers wiih which you were charged ? 

A. No i I do not think I did. . i 

Qi. Do you know whether the Bhow Begum received from Mr. Haftings any other Account of 
your Authority there, befides what the Letter of Credence gave her ? 

A. No j 1 do not know that (he did. ; 

The Managers for the Commons ftate4, They wotdd now read a Paflage to the 
Witnefs from Ms own Book, to which he had been daily recurring, in order to rcfrelh 
bis Memory, 

6 R Th^n 
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Then Book 109, intituled, « Bengal Perfian Correfpondcnce,’* vw» delivered in. 
Read, Extiaft of a Letter from Mr. Haftinga to the M^hcr of the Nabob Afoph 
ql Dowlah, beginning at Page of the fame Book. Written the 18th December. 

« Mr. Middleton is going on my Part to refide with the Vizier. I have Fccommended to hij 

ftridelt Attention whatever you may wilh to have eflirfted. I beg you will regard whatever he 
may reprelent to you as coming from myfcif \ and I do not doubt, but that by his good Offices 
he will be able to accomplifli what I have greatly at Hcact-r-the Re-eftablillMncnt ot CqQhdeoce 
and AlfccUon between you and the Vizier your Son.’* 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs. 

Q Did you confider that as a Letter of Credence to the Bhow Begum ? 

A Yes, I did \ but I beg Leave to obferve, that this is not one of my Books : I applied re- 
peatedly this Morning for a Sight of it to rcfrelh my Memory, with refpeft to the Treaty that hn 
b:en read, without being able to obtain a Perufal of it. 

Q. Did you, or not, remember that Letter, at the Time you gave the former Anfwct ? 

A. I never faw that Letter before, nor knew of ir. 

Q, Was you the Bearer of that Letter yourfelf ? • 

a: Not as I remember-, I do not remember carrying any Letter to the Begum whatever. 

From all you recolledt in the Corrcfpondcnce, do vou recoiled any other Letter from. Mr- 
Haftlngs to the Bhow Begum, which credited you to her? 

A. Nor at this Moment. 

Q. The Witnefs has faid, he never heard or read this Letter before -, I would afk, Whether 
he was not in Court, the other Day, within a few Yards from where he now Hands, when that 
Letter was read here ? 

A. I du not remember, ever hearing the Letter before. 

O. (frm a Lard). Whether you mean to fay, you never faw that Letter at any Time, ac- 
cord g to your Memory -, or only, that you have never feen it fincc you came to England ? 

A. I never rccoHe<a to have feen it at any Time. 

Q, Whether it is the Coftom of the Refident’s Office to keep, in the Office, Tranflationsof 
aimrfian Letters -, and to fend thofc Tranflations, together with tjie original Letters themfelyes, 
to Calcutta? 

A. Ldo not underdand it to be a general Cuftom t In fpme, Cafes, no Doubt, it may be lb. 

Q. Do you remember this— Whether a Copy of that Letter which Mr. Haftings wrote to th* 
Begum, was fent to you as the Refident ? 

A. 1 do not remember that any Copy was fent s I do not recoiled the Icaft about it. 

Q (frm a Lord). I wilh to know, whether Mr. Haftings, in any Converfation previous to 
your going to the Rcfidentlhip, exprclTcd to you, that he had fent the Begum Word, you were to 
be confidered by her as the confidential Agent, or Miniftcr, between him and the Begum i anti 

to take care of her Concerns ? r j ^yr 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with any fuch Converfation : But I take it for granted, Mr. 
Haftings would intorin me, he ffiould write to the Begum of my Appointment i and that he 
would inform the Begum of my Appointment. 

Q. (from tbt Managers.) Whether in the Intercourfc between the Britilh Governor and any 
of Princes of India, the Authority of a Refident to tranfaft with them, hat ever been 

doubted ? ■ t ^ 

A. I rccollea One Inftance, in the Cafe of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn. 

<X Would a Doubt, fuggefted in that Manner by One of the Indian Princes, bo looked upon 
as ffilfcfpcftful to the Government, or to the Refident who reprefented that Government f 

A. . 1 did look upqn it in that Light. . 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired an Extraft of a Letter from Mr* 
Middleton to Mr. Barwell, dated 20th April 1778, might be read. 

Read, the following Extrskft from Book 77, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page a 10 of the fame Book. 

i « To Mf. Daniel Barwell. 

•• As t conilder the tloufets and Surpicions Fyzbolah Khah has thought proper to ’ 

and indeed to declare, of my being duly auchorifed to aft in this Bufinefs, as a perlonaJ 
to luyfelf, and as the bigheft Indignity to th^ Authority I have the Honour to 
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therefore incvmbent upon me, as well in Jufticc to my own Feelings, as in Support of tljc pub- 
lick Autliority veAcd in me, to mfift upon his receiving the Guarantee in the Form, and under 
the San£lion» it has been tranfmitted to him, or upony^ putting a Stop to all further Ncgocia- 
tion with him, and itnmcdiatcly withdrawing yourfcif IroJ^is Court. 1 cannot, confidently with 
my Duty, and the Dignity of my Employers, affent to any other Alternatives for, to gratify 
Fyzoolah Khan in his prefent Demand^ would not only be to deviate from an invariable Pradicc 
of the Service, and tacitly to fubmit to the Infult he has offered to my publick Charadle/, but 
would alfo ^ admitting a Precedent which might, and certainly would, be fraught with Confe- 
qucnces entirely deftruftive of that decifivc Conduct on many Occafions expefted from me, as 
well as allowing him to diftatc to the Honourable Board, and, in Fadt, to arrogate to liimfclf the 
Right of preferibing the Terms of their Indulgence.” 

[Signed, at the End of the letter] 

“ Luclcnow, Nathaniel Middleton, 

20th April ijyi. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.’’ 

Then the following Q^eftion was put to the Witnefs. 

Q. Whether, if cither of the Bourns had doubted your Authority to become a Guarantee, you 
would not have made them an Aniwer fimilar to that i 

A. If the Bhow Begum had done it, I certainly Ihould. 

Q;^ Why not, if the Elder Begum had ? 

A. Becaufe I had no Authority for any Agreement with the Elder Begum. 

The Queftion is a general one : Whether if any Perfon, with whom you pretended to have 
an Authority to treat, had doubted the Fadl of your having fuch Authority, you would not have 
treated their Doubt in the Manner you treated this of Fyzoola Cawn ? 

A. 1 think 1 Ikould. 

Qj Did you ever tell the Elder Begum, that you had no Authority to pledge the Faith of the 
Compfiny? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with fuch a Communication to her. I am pretty certain I 
never told her that T had fuch an Authority. 

<^ln your Tranfadlions with the Elder Begum, do you fuppofe Ihe would have concluded you 
had fuch Authority, unlefs you had told her negatively, you had not ? 

A. It is impoflible for me to fay what might nave been her Judgment. 

Was there any Thing in your Tranfaftions with her, that would have given her to appre* 
hend you had fuch Authority, unlefs ybu had cxprcfsly denied having fuch Authority I 

A. I fancy not. 

Did you, or not, think your Authority was general at that Court, that you had a fufficient 
Authority tp tranfaft any Thing there ? 

A. I did not conceive the general Authority of my Situation to be of that Extent. 

Q;^ You arc defired to recollcft yourfelf } and fay, whether, according to your Memory, as far 
as you were concerned in it, the Governor General was left in total Ignoraocc of the Tranfailion of 
the 3d of Oftober 1778, till Acbar Ali Cawn carried thofe Inllrumcnis to him ? 

A. I have no Knowledge which induces me to think the contrary. 

Qi {from a Lori.) An Extraft of a Letter from the Witnefs has been read, in which he 
promifes to give an Account of the Suctefs of his.diffcrent Ncgociations, and of the Steps he is 
to take ; 1 would alk, whether any, and what Notice, was taken of that Letter by the Board or 
by (he Governor General whether they ever obferved upon his total Silence from the Time that 
he made that Promife, in which he cxprcfsly fays, that he (ball give them an Account of his 
Succefs ? Do you rccollcft the Letter that has been read, in which you promifed to give the 
Government an Account of the Succefs of your Tranfaftions ? 

A. Xes. 

9. Then the Queftion put to you is. Whether anf Notice was ever takcn..by the Government 
of mat Letter, or of your not having given an Account of thofc Tranfaflions in Conformity 
to it ? 

A. No : I do not recolledl any Notice was taken. 

Qi (from a Lord.) 1 underftand the Witnefs to have faid, that he made Application this 
Morning to the Managers upon the Part of the Commons, for Leave to infpeft certain Books in 
their Cuftody, in order to rcfrefli his Memory, and that fufh Permiftion was refufed.— I wilh to 
alk, to whom did he make fuch Application, and who it was that fo refufed him ? 

A. 1 hope I have not been underftood to have made any fuch Charge agamft the Honourable 
Managers. I came down here early this Morning, under an Afliirance that Hhould be allowed to 
ft» my own 'Books, as well as a Book of Perfian Corrcfpondence, which I wilhcd to refer to for t he 

Ireruial 



Penif»l of that Treaty which has been juft read to your Lordftiips. I had Accefs to my own 
Books, which were in theCuftody of Mr. White, who, I beliere, is Clerk to the Committee 
the Honourable Managers — -But this othai Book of the Pcrfian Correfpondence, not belonging to 
. me, I could not get Accefs to it. ® ® 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that the Book of Perfian 
Correfpondence was in the Cuftody of the Houfe; for the Purpofe of the Evidence 
delivered on a former Day being printed. 

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, they had done entirely upon the Head 
of the Treaties. They fhould proceed therefore to a(k a few Queftions of the Witnefs, - 
relative to the intimate and confidential Conneftion between him and Mr. Haftings. 

^ Whether you confidcred yourfclf as in a peculiar Degree of Confidence with Mr. Haftings 
while you were Kefident at Lucknow ? ° 

A. I did confulcr myfclf as poflefling a confidcrablc Share of Mr. Haftings’s Confidence. 

Whether you had not frequently feparatc Communications with Mr. Haftings upon Publick 
Affairs ; — Communications which were not addreifedto, nor made to the Board ? 

A. It is poffiblc I might, upon fomc Occafions, communicate with Mr. Haftings feparatcly' 
from the reft of the Board : — Poffibly 1 might. - * 

Private Letters ? 

A. Private Letters. 

Q. I do not afk “ poflibly,” but did you, or did you not ? 

A. I did. 

Did you ever confider Mr. Haftings's feparatc Diredtion to you as a fufficient Authority to 
you to adt? Did you receive from Mr. Haftings any feparatc Diredtions, not purporting to ^.Or- 
ders from the Board ? 

A. Not till Mr. Haftings came up fo Chunar, invefted with the Whole Authority of the Board. 

I was then inftruded to confidcr him and his Angle Authority as the Authority of the Board. 

Then, before Mr. Haftings came up to Chunar, you dd not remember to have received any 
Inftrudlions from him, which did not purport to be the Inftrudtions of the Board ? 

A. No ■, no Inftrudions upon which I could take any official Step. > 

Whether you can take upon you to fay, you never adted in a publick Manner upon the Di- 
redfion which you underftood to be Mr. Haftings’s feparatc Diredlion, apart from the Reft of the. 
Board ? 

A. Previous to that i 

Previous to Mr. Haftings’s Arrival at Chunar ? 

A. I cannot fay I can call to my Mind any Inftance where I did take any official Step upon i 
piivate Intimation from Mr. Haftings. 

Q. Whether you confidered your Publick Correfpondence as a Matter addrcflbd to the Board, 
and over which the Board at large had the Controul ? 

A. Certainly I did. 

Q. Whethef you ever, at any Time, delivered any Part of your publick Correfpondence to 
Mr. Haftings, by the private Order of Mr. Haftings, and without any Order from the Board ? 

A. 1 muft beg Leave to enter int9 an Explanation upon this Subjedl. When I firft went 
up to the Court of the Viaier Sujah ul Dowiah, my Appointment was that of Agent to Mr. 
Haftings •, I was diredted to correfpond with him alone, upon every Matter that mould come 
within my Department. I did fo-, and, upon the Appointment of the new Government, they 
were plcafed to call upon me for all my Correfpondence with Mr. Haftings, during the Period 1 
had rtfided at the Court of Sujah ul Dowiah : But conceiving myfelf to bave adled in that 
Court by the foie Authority of Mr. Haftings, and myfelf to be amenable to him for all n^y Adis 
there, I did not confidcr myfelf as warranted’in giving* up that Correfpondence to any Authority 
but his i and I therefore did refufe it to the Government, when they demanded it of me i and it 
was afterwards delivered up to Mr. Haftings, at his Requifition. 

Did not that Correfpondence relate to publick Matters ? 

^ It belonged to both publick and private •, to perfonal Matters^ 

Qi Was not the Time you are fpeaking of, long prior to the Treaty of Chunar, and the new 
Government ? How long before the Appointment of the new Government, had you been ap-, 
pointed Agent under Mr. Haftings t 
A. 1 think it was in the Year 1774, I was appointed there, 

Did you undcrftand yourfclf as the private Agent of Mr, Haftings down to the Year 178 1 ? 

't\, "No. 
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Qj^ When did youf prifrate Agency with Mr. Haftings determine ? 

A. Upon mjr Recall by the New Government. 

When was that t 

A. About the End of the Year 1774. 

Qi I thou^t your Firft Appointment had been in the Year 1774? 

A. In the wginningof the Year 1774. 

Do you recoiled! when you was recalled ? 

A. I was recalled in Odtober 1 774. 

Qj^ Therefore your private Agency with Mr. Haftings was from the Beginning of the Year 
1774 till October 1774, when you. was recalled by the new Government? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was you his private Agent at Lucknow at any other Time but that ? 

A. No. 

Q. (iy tbe Managers.) Whether after the Period of your Recall in 1774, you ever delivered 
up any Part of your Correfpndence to Mr. Haftings ? When was it, in Padt, that you delivered 
up the Correlpondcnce to Mr. Haftings that you rctufed to the Government ? 

A. I do not rccollcdl the exadt Period when I delivered it up to him. 

Q, Did you ever withhold, of refufe to deliver op, any of your Corrci{X)ndence at any other 
Time than that ? 

A. Never, any other Correfpondence. 

Qi Did you ever propofe, after you ceafed to be Mr. Haftings’s private Agent, to write any 
publick Letters in luch Form as Mr. Haftings himfelf Ihould prcl'cribe, different from the Letters 
you had Wrote to him befofe? 

A. I.do recolledl an Inftance in Anfwer to a publick Letter from Mr. Haftings, mention- 
ing to him in a private Letter, that if I had mifunderftood his Diredtions, and adted upon 
Principles that he did not wifh } if 1 h.id adled upon miftaken Principles, I was willing to corredt 
the Letter, and to make it conformaiblc to his Wilhes ; I have a Recollcaion of luch an 
lartancc. 


Do you mean that thefc Letters were to be fubftituted in the Place of Letters which had 
been adtually written ? 

A. It was in Anfwer to a Letter writtei) by himfelf: At this Time Mri. Haftings w.is up the 
Country, and had all the Powers of Government veiled in himfelf. 

Was your Propofal to write to him another Letter upon the fame Subjcdl, upon which you 
had written him a former Letter, to be fubftituted in the Place of that former Letter, and that 
the former one was to be withdrawn ? 

A. The private Letter, which I have juft mentioned, accompanied a publick Letter, and, in 
the private Letter, I declared myfclf to the Purpolc I have juft now mentioned. 


The Letter was ordered to be read. 

The fame was accordingly read, from Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 203 of the fame Book. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, 30th December 1781. 

“ 1 have this Day anfwercd your publick Letter in the Form you feemed to expedh I hope 
there is nothing in it that may to you appear too pointed. If you wilh the Matter to be otherwifc 
underftood than I have taken up and ftateci it, I need not fay 1 lhall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may preferibe, and to take upon myfclf the Share of the Blame of the (hitherto) 
Non-performance of the Stipulations made on Behalf of the Nabob } though 1 do alTure you, 1 
'iiyfelf reprefented to his Excellency and the Minifters, conceiving it to be your Defirc, that the ap- 
parent Affumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly confidered it 
at the firft View,) as fpecified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully and 
literally enforced •, but that it was neceftary you Ihould have foincthing to Ihcw on your Side, as 
the Company were deprived of a Benefit, without a Requital ^ and, upon the Faith of this Af- 
iirancc alone, I believe I may fafely affirm his Excellency’s Objedlions to figning the Treaty were 
given up. If I have underftood the Matter wrong, or mifconceived your Defign, 1 am truely forry 
lor It i however it is not too late to correft the Error t and I em ready to undertake, and, God 
Rf n^’ C3rry through whatever you may, on Receipt of my Publick Letter, tell me is your final 

“ If you determine, at all Events, that the Meafurc of reducing the Nabob’s Army, See. lhall 
' >n)medutely undertaken, I lhall take it as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a 
‘ne at Fyzabad, that I may make the neceftary previous Arrangements with refpedt to the Difpofal 
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of my I'amily, which I would not wifliio retain here, in the Event either of a Rupture with the 
Nabob, or the NccclTity of employing JPr Forces on the Kedudtion of his Aumils and Troops. This 
done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fayzabad, 

‘‘ I am, &c. &c. 

Nath. Middleton ( 4 ).“ 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Wltnefs : 

Whether this Letter was not written at the Time the Negociations and Tranfaftions were 
going on refpedting the depriving the Begums of their Treafures and Jaghircs ? 

A. It was. 

Whether you had not a Publick and Private diftinft Corrcfpondcnce going on with Mr. 
Haftings during the Whole of the Tranfaftions refpefting the Jaghircs ? 

A. I was in Corrcfpondencc with Mr. Haftings the whole Time, both publickly and privately, 
as appears from the Letters on Record. 

Have all your private Letters upon that Subjeft appeared, or were they afterwards delivered 
up by you to Mr. Haftings f 

A. None were delivered up by me to Mr. Haftings. I believe they all appeared upon that 
Subjeft. 

Q. It is a Miftake in putting the Queftion : The Queftion is. Whether they were afterwards 
delivered up by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. No. 

Q^ All the private Letters were not delivered up by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. All the Letters that pafled upon this Subjeft, both publick and private, I believe arc upon 
Record. 1 delivered none up to Mr. Haftings, nor did he deliver up any to me. 

Q. Whether all the Letters you wrote to Mr. Haftings, or which you wrote to any other Per- 
fon, in order to be communicated to Mr. Haftings, upon that publick Bufinefs refpefting the 
Begums, were delivered up, and whether they are all upon Record ? 

A. I believe they are. 

Q^ Have you looked to the Records wherein this Corrcfpondencc is entered ? 

A. I have feen the Books that have been publiflied upon this Bufinefs. 

Q. Do you believe thofc Books contain all the Letters you wrote upon that Subjeft ? 

A. They contain all, that I have the lead Rccollcftion of, upon the Subjeft. 

Q^ Had you any private Corrcfpondencc with Sir Elijah Impey to be communicated to Mr. 
Haftings upon that Subjeft i 

A. I had. 

Q^ Do thofc appear upon Record ? 

A. They do. 

Q^ Upon what Records ? 

A. Upon the Proceedings of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons. 

Q^ I underftood you, by Records, to mean the Tranfaftions of the Government at Calcutta? 

A. No i they do not appear upon the Record there. 

Q. You had a Letter read to you juft now : I do not know whether I perfcclly underftand the 
Effra of it. Did you mean, in that Letter, to make Mr. Haftings an Offer of withdrawing the 
Letter you had aftually written to him upon a publick Subjeft, and to fubftitutc any other Letter 
in the Place of it in a different Form ? 

A. If it is not taking up too much of your Lordftiips* Time, I with the Letter and my Anfwcr 
to be read. — Your Lordfhips will then fee there is fome Difference of Sentiment and Opinion 
between me and Mr. Haftings, and I wilhcd to make it palatable to him. I was fearful I might 
have expreffed myfclf with too much Warmth. 

The Suggeftion that arofc in my Mind, upon reading that Letter, was this, that you meant 
to make an Offer to Mr. Haftings, of withdrawing the Letter you had written ? 

A. Of altering that Letter, if I had expreffed myfclf in I'erms offcnfivc to him : Of with- 
drawing that Letter, and writing another more conformable to his Wiflies.* 

Q^ Did you mean to alter that Letter in any other Refpeft, than with regard to pcrfonal 
ExprcITions to Mr, Haftings : Did you mean to alter it with refpeft to any publick Tranf- 
a^fion i 

A. No. 


(j) Vide fupra, Page 514. 


Read, 
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Read, the following Extrafls from Book 82 before delivered in, beginning at Page 
188 of the f^mc Book. 

“ Appendix to Confultations, 12th June 1783. 

“ Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court, 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, 8cc. Sic. 

‘‘ Sir, ' 

« The folemn Call you have made upon me, in your Commands of the a6ih inftant, with 
which I was honoured Yefterday, detnands from me the moft unreferved and decided Reply ; And 
that I might not advance any Thing haftily, I took all Yefterday to deliberate upon my Reply. 
For the Sake of Pcrfpicuity, I have thought it beft to recapitulate the fcveral Paragraphs of your 
Letter, and arrange my Anfweta to thetrt rcfpedivcly in the fame Order. 


“ ift. My Mind has been, for fome Days, fuf- 
pended between Two oppofite Impulfes;' One 
arifing from the Neceflity of my Return to Cal- 
cutta i the other, from the ApprChenfion of my 
Prefence being more immediately and more ur- 
gently wanted at Lucknow. Your Anfwer to 
this lhall decide my Choice. 


“ 2d. I have waited thus long in Hopes of 
hearing that fome Progrefs has been made in the 
Execution of the Plan which I concluded with 
the Nabob in September laft. I do not find 
that any Step towards it has yet been taken, 
though Three Months are elapfed j and little 
more than that Period did appear to me requifite 
to have accomplilhed the moft eflential Parts of 
it, and to have brought the Whole into Train. 
This Tardinefs, and the Oppofition prepared 
to the only decided Ad yet undertaken, have a 
bad Appearance. 


“ To this Paragrapli I freely anfwer, that your 
Prefence is in no Shape necelHiry here, but, on 
the contrary, could not f.ul of being of confi- 
derable Retardment to ilie Collcdions ■, becaule, 
in thefe Countries, the Motions of Governors 
are looked upon to imply great intended Exer- 
tions, and, with them, great Changes •, confc- 
quently, all Agents in publick Stations, from 
the higheft to the meaneft, put an immediate 
Stop to all their Avocations, and gaze motion- 
lefs for the Refult. This is the Height of the 
Kherilf Colledion •, and any Impediment now 
thrown in the Way lofcs tlic Produce of the 
Crop. The encloled Statement fhews wliat I 
have received, and what 1 have diftaurltd. It 
will, at firft Sight, evince the Impoitance of 
realizing every immediate Refource. The cur- 
rent Dilburfements of the Second Brigade have 
not been made good : and the Arrears due from 
the Nabob to the late temporary Brigade and 
Cavalry, agreeably to Stipulations, have not yet 
been liquidated. 

In Reply to the Second Paragraph, I beg 
Leave to refer you to my former Letters, ftaiing 
the turbulent State of the Country. Three 
Months is a Period in which the Changes you 
allude to probably might have been efteded in 
Times of perfeft Tranquillity •, but when all the 
Diftrifts acrofs the Gogra were in Arms, and 
all the Jaghcerdars (a very numerous and power- 
ful Body) were very little Ihort of the fame State 
in every Diftridf, and for the regulating and 
Reduiftion of whom,, the Aumils were princi- 
pally to be applied to, could a general Change, 
or Attack upon thofe Aumils, with Eafe have 
been undertaken ? I think not ■, — but I put this 
Argument of the Pradicability of Impradicabi- 
lity out of the Queftion, as it was not that Con- 
fidcration which prevented me from enforcing 
the Mcafurcs recommended by you to the Nabob 
in the Treaty. The Fad is thisj I did not un- 
derftand, at the Period of executing the Agree- 
ment between you and the Vizier, that your 
Intention was, that the Wholo of the Reform 
propofed was, in its fullcft Extent, to take place 
this Year i nor, indeed, at all, if the Company’s 
Debt became liquidated. I conceived your In- 
terference in the Nabob’s Government tended 
folcly to eftablilh the Means of the moft fpeedy 
Payment poftibly of the Company’s Debt, 
and that whenever this (hould be accomplilh- 
ed, every Shadow of Interference was to be 

defifted 
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** I approve the Nabob’s Refolution to 
deprive the Ifegums of their ill employed Trea- 
lures. In both Services it muft be your Care to 
prevent an Abufe of the Power given to thofc 
that are employed in them. You yourfclf ought 
to be perfonally prefent. You muft not allow 
any Negociation or Forbearance, but muft pro* 
fccute both Services until the Begums arc at the 
entire Mercy of the Nabob, their Jagheers in 
the quiet PolTcflion of his Aumils, and their 
Wealth in fuch Charge as may fccurc it againft 
private Embezzlement. You will have a Force 
more than fufficient to clFeft both ihctc Pur- 
pofes. 


•• 4th. The Reformation of his Army, and the 
New Settlement of his Revenues, arc al(b Points 
of immediate Concern, and ovghi to be imme- 
diately conciuded.-^Has any Thing been done 
in either ? 


dcfiftcd from, which I ftated to the Nabob ahd 
the Minifters j and I believe upon the Faith of 
that Aflurance principally was his Excellency’s 
Acquiefcencc obtained. For the Profecution of 
thefe Mcafurcs, I looked to the occafional Affift. 
ance of the Regiments of the Subfidiary Brigade as 
permitted in the Treaty, and your fubfcquent 
Inftruftions, and intended employing the Au- 
mils and their Sebundy, in the firft Inftance, for 
the Rcdudlion of the Jaghcerdars, that I might 
not have the whole ^untry t6 attack at once. 
This Mode of Proceeding threatened no Inter- 
ruption to the Colletftions, but an immediate In- 
creafe of Means in hand to defray the Charges 
of the Troops, without which previous Point 
even our own Army muft be ufelcfs. The Mea- 
furc of refuming the Jagheers involved many, 
and fomc very powerful Intcrefts, fubjed to 
much Odium, from the Difappointment of the 
Parties, deprived of their Means of Subfiftcncc •, 
and in fuch extenfive Dominions, under a Go- 
vernment fo irregular in its Conftitution, and fo 
lhaken as this is, it could not be eftedually ac- 
complilhcd in a Day. However it is now cf- 
feded nearly throughout (with the Nabob’s Sanc- 
tion, which, at the Point of Execution, there 
was the moft alarming Difficulty to obtain), and 
in a very few Days 1 cruft it will be enforced ; 
and bad as the Appearance of Oppofition may 
be, I truft to be able to execute the whole Re- 
form, without Delay, upon the Grounds I fhall 
ftate in my Anfwer to your Paragraphs fuccef- 
fively. 

** To the 3d Paragraph I (hall only fay, that 
I march To-morrow with the Nabob to enforce 
both the Services you txad in it •, and if I fuc- 
cccd, as 1 have the ftrongeft Rcafons to hope, in 
obtaining larec ready Money Rcfourccs towards 
liquidating the Arrears to the Troops, which 
form a large Proportion of the Debt to the 
Company, I have not a Doubt of accomplilhing 
every End you have now declared you look to 
the inftant Performance of : But as Troops alone 
can do it, their Affiftance cannot be depended 
upon without previous Pay, or the Podefllon of 
certain Means in hand for that Purpofe, as it 
follows that an immediate Stop to all Collec- 
tions muft cnfuc, from any general Military Ex- 
ertion. 

To the 4th, I anfwer that nothing has been 
done, for the Reafons affigned in my Anfwer 
to the Second Paragraph.— -If I erred in the 
Judgment I had formed of your Intentions, I can 
fay no more, as it is palled, than that the In- 
ftant the Fyzabad Bufinefs is finifhed fucccIT- 
fully, which cannot take more than One Fort- 
night from the Day of marching there, I lhall 
take fuch Steps as the Means in my Power will 
admit of, towards procuring from the Nabob 
the Orders to ,each Aumil to pay his Grofs 
Revenue to the Minifters, and to receive the Pay 
of their Troops, being reduced into regular 
muftcred Eftablilhmcnts, from the general Trea- 
fury i and (hould he refufe I will iffuc my own, 
together with thofc of the Minifters to that Pur- 

5 pofc j 



( 531 ) 


“ 5th. I now demand, and require you moft 
folemnly to anfwcr me: Are you confident 
in your own Ability to accomplifli all thefe 
Purpofes, and the other Points of my Inftruc- 
tions ? If you reply that jrou are, I will depart 
with a quiet and aflured Mind to the Piefidency •, 
but leave you a dreadful Rcfponfibility if you 
difappoint me.— -If you tell me that you cannot 
rely upon your Power, and the other Means 
which you pofiefs, for performing thefe Ser- 
vices, I will free you from the Charge. I will 
proceed myfclf to Lucknow, and I will myfclf 
undertake them •, and, in that Cafe, I defire, 
that you will immediately order Bearers to be 
ftationed for myfclf and Two other Gentlemen 
between Lucknow and Illahabad ; and I will fet 
out from hence in Three Days after the Receipt 
of your Letters. 

“ 6th. I am forty that I am under the Necefilty 
of writing in this prefling Manner. 1 trull im- 
plicitly to youf Integrity. I am certain of your 
Attac^ent to myfclf; and I know that your 
Capacity is equal to any Service. But I nuift 
exprefs my Doubts of your Firmnefs and A£ti- 
vity ; and, above all, of your Recolleftion of 
my Inft tuitions, and of their Importance. 

“ yth. My Conduft in the late Arrangements 
will be arraigned with all the Rancour of Dif- 
appointment and Rapacity ; and my Reputation 
and Influence will fufFer a mortal Wound from 
the Failure of them. They have already failed 
in a Degree; fince no Part of them has yet 
taken place, but the Removal of our Forces 
Irom the Doaub and Whitcund, and of Britilh 
Officers and Penlioners from the Service of the 
Nabob ; and the Expence of the former thrown, 
without any Compeofation, on the Company. 


pofe ; a^ did tn a former Inllancc, when the 
Nabob r%led his Perwannahs for the Reliimp- 
tion of thejagheers, and lhall further enforce 
the Execution againll cacli difobt7ing Aumil, 

^ by marching againft him and dilplacing him.— 

Thefe Three Points complete the Heads of your 
Recommendations to the Nabob; the fourth 
Article, which was the Separation and Limita- 
tion of his own Diiburfemcnts to the Medium 
of his Receipts for the lali rhrce Years, h.ivin.r 
already taken Place j and then no j\Hignmcnts 
will remain upon the Country, but thofe of the 
Company, as cxprcH’cd in the Treaty. 

“To the 5th, I confidently reply, that I am 
fully competent to undertake and eftc6l the 
Completion of the Reform upon the Grounds 
Hated ill my Anfwer to the 4th Paragraph; 
and therefore again repeat, that your coming 
here is unneceflary ; and that, as far as re- 
gards the Duties of my Station towards the 
Execution of your Orders, you may depart in 
Conviffion, that neither A6livity or Firmnefs 
fliall^ be wanting in the Exertion of every Means * 

within my Power. And thofe Means I c.in 
forefee no Deficiency in, upon tixe Peimifllon I 
have of calling upon Colonel Morgan for Aid, 
and the Receipt of Aflets at Fyzabad. For 
thefe Reafons, therefore, I have not thought it 
ncccflary to lay the Bearers that you condition- 
ally ordered. 

“ In Reply to the 6th Paragraph, nothing 
need be olFered by me, by * my Acknowledge- * Sic in Ori;;. 
ment, for the Juftice you do to my Sentiments 
towards your Perfon and Government, 


“ To the 7th. If your Condud Ihould be 
arraigned, as you fufpe6l, I can at all Times 
tellify, that upon the Plan of the foregoing 
Years, the Receipts from the Nabob were only 
a Deception ; and not an Advantage, but even 
an Injury to the Company for by the accumu- 
lating Incrcafc of the Demands upon him, and 
the proportionate Decrcafc of his Means, only 
his Debt to the Company enctcafed, with a Di- 
minution of Profpeft of its Liquidation ; while 
the Company’s aflual Money or Alfets went to 
the P-syment of the I’roops, luppofcd to I '• 

maintained folcly at the Vizier’s EyXpence. 

“ In Pi oof of this, it will fuflice to remark, 
that the annual net Remittances to the Prefidcn- 
cy, (hoold have been the Difference of the Sub- 
fidy, and the real Expcnccs of the Brigade. 

Say — — — — 12,00,000 

The Money paid from the Trca- 
fiiry at Calcutta, to Abdubra- 
hama Khan — — — 3i30,ooo 

And the Payment made in like 

Manner to Mirza Sadit Ally 3,00,000 
Befides the full Payment of fuch 
Stores as the Company occafion- 

ally iffued to the Nabob 

Sun'> Rup’ i8,?o,ooo 
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“ 8th. I cxpeft a Supply of Money equal 
to the Difehargeof all the Nabob’s Arrears, and 
am much tlifappointed and mortified that I am 
not now able to return with it. 


9th. Give me an immediate Anfwer to the 
Qticftion which I have herein propofed, that I 
may lofe no more Time in fruitlcfs Inad’lion. 


“ Lucknow, 
the joth December lySr. 


or about 20,00,000 of Current ^ which nrvrr 
yet has been the Cafe from the annual Jaidads 
or current Colledions j confequently, the Pl^r] 
was a Fallacy : For the Difference between this 
Amount and the Remittances to the Prefidtncy, 
was an a£lual Lofs that the Company annually 
fuftained, inftcad of a fuppofed Advantage of 
a Brigade of Infantry and Cavalry being totally 
defrayed by the Nabob. From this, therefore 
I may fafely conclude, that the RemifTion to the 
Nabob of this infulFerable Burthen, was a Pro- 
fit to the Company, whenever the extra Troop*?, 
paid by the Nabob, (hall be difbanded, or quar! 
icred upon other Neighbours who are protected 
by our Power, and the Debt put into a pro- 
bable State of fpeedy Liquidation. 

“ To the 8th Paragraph — If the Supply ex- 
pefted at Fy^nibad (hall prove adequate to the 
Dilcharge of all Arrears due to the Troops, and 
afford an adequate Fund for a Liquidation of 
the Company’s Debt, it will rcnlairl at your Op- 
lion to employ it as a Remittance to the Prcfi- 
dcncy, or the future Payment of the Troops you 
may dill think ncccffary to keep up, to regulate 
the Nabob’s internal Government, in regard to 
which I (hall hope for your Determination when 
1 can inform you of what Means I pofiefs. 

To the laft Paragraph I truft you will find 
all my Anlwcrs as explicit and decifive as you 
Could wilh them*, and that they will enable you 
to determine upon yielding with Confidence to 
the Impulle arifing from the Ncceflity of your 
Prefence at the Prefidency. 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton, 

Refident at the Vizier’s Court {a)'' 


Is this tlie Whole of the Letter and the Anfwer ? 

A. Yes. 

a Was there a private Letter which went with this befides ? 
A. There was. 

Where is the private Letter ? 

A. It has been jull read. 

Q; Would you wilh to have your private Letter read again ? 
A. Na» ^ 


wh^ylu^ havt givlV Terms of that private Letter beyond 

of Mr ^ 8ive my Opinion of the Objeft and the Intention 

hadnot«&. n n'?' ''^^Nabob at Chunar :-It appears I mifunderftood him j that I 

what hi i therefore, that I had not performed 

« the Pavmem of “P n Lucknow. I confidcred the Treaty to aim only 

direft liferent whirh H^ ^ ‘ ^ “ accomplilh that without the 

in S I that I was to avoid that Interference. Mr. Haftings 

UDon thar •• No Meafures of Confequcncc had been taken 

had exorefled mvfrlf willing, it he fhould difapprovc of the Terms in whicii I 

Orirf “"y of i" "ot executing his 

Treatv* and to tal!!I^ ‘^^opted his Sentiments upon the Nature and Extent of the Chunar 

Execution toylcU the Blame of not having carried his Orders into fpeedier 


What did you mean by this Propofition to Mr. HaAines. 
othcrwilc underAood, I am ready to conform to your Wilhes 


“ If you wilh to have the Matter 
“Did you, or did you not, mean to 


(.) Vide Appendix, N‘ XXXIX. 


withdraw 
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vithclraw that Letter you then wrote, and to fubftitutc another Letter, containing a Difference of 

the Tranfitftions ? 

A. Of the Tranfaftions to come, for nothing had paflcc^ 

Q. Do you mean now to fay, that you meant only to tell him you would entertain other Purpofes, 
and purfue them, and fubffitute a Second Letter in Place of the Firft ? 

A. No, I cannot fay I meant that. • 

Did yc'U mean to rubftitutc a Second Letter in Place of the Firft at all ? 

A. I meant, if I had expreffed mylclf contrary to his Wifhes, certainly I meant to have altered 
the Letier. 

Q. (from a Lord.) Whether you meant to have expreffed yourfclf differently as to the Matter, 
or only in Point of Form ? » 

A. In Tome Refpefts as to the Subjeft Matter of it. I meant to leave out thofc Parts where I 
had fo much milundciftood his Intentions : I meant to have left them out altogether. 

How did you know that you had mifundeiftood his Intentions f 

A. 1 knew from his Letter that my Sentiments upon the Nature and immediate Purport of the 
Chunar Treaty and his, were very much different wc differed very widely. 

That is what you meant: You conceive by that Letter that you expreffed yourfclf as having 
been of a different Opinion ? 

A. Yes. 

Did you know it otherwife than from that Letter ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Do you not ftate in that Letter, that the Nabob had refufed to fign the Treaty of Chunar, 
but upon the Explanation which you had given to the Nabob ? 

A. 1 believe 1 ftated in that Letter, that I did conceive my Arguments with the Nabob prin- 
cipally influenced him to fign the Treaty. 

Did you mean to deny ihofe Arguments, and that Conftrudlion, as Mr. Haftings fhould 
pleale,.and to give a different Reprefentation of them? 

A. If I had found they were offcnfive to Mr. Haftings, 1 probably fhould have left them out 
altogether •, — I fhould not have expreffed myfelf fo. 

Whether you meant that the publick Letter you actually wrote fhould have been upon 
Record, if it had been contrary to Mr, Haftings’s Wi(h that it fliould have been fo ? 

A. It refted with Mr. Haftings to put it upon Record or not, as he thought proper ; the whole 
Power and the Government were vefted in him at this Timej and I was direfted to correfpond 
with him only, upon the Subje(fl of my Office. 

Did not that Letter contain Statements of Fafts, with refpeft to the Situation of the Country ? 
A. It did. 

Did it not contain an Opinion of yours to this Purpofe, that the Receipts of the Nabob were 
a Deception, and not of Advantage, but even an Injury to the Company ? 

A. It did. 

Q. Did you mean to alter the Statement of thofe Fads and Opinions, according as Mr. Haftings 
fhould defire ? 

A. Not of that : I fancy Mr. Haftings was of the fame Opinioo. I did not mean to alter that 
certainly. — What I meant to have altered, was chiefly to have left out what I had faid upon my 
Condud, refpeding the Execution of the Chunar Treaty. 

Q. What did you mean by the Expreffion, if you wifh the Matter to be otherwife underftood, 
I fhall conform to whatever you will preferibe 

A. 1 meant, in general, that if he wifhed it fhould be underftood that the Treaty of Chunar was 
to be carried into immediate Effed, in all its Claufes, that 1 fhould not offer any Opinion upon 
that, or declare the Part that I had taken to influence the Nabob to give his Signature to it. 

That is, you were to withdraw the Letter you had adhally written, and to writ^ another Let- 
ter, omitting the Opinions, and the Tranfadions with the Nabob ? 

A. Yes. 

W'ere there any other Inftances in which your Corrcfpondence with Mr. Haftings was fent to 
him, upon the Terms that he might alter them if he plcafcd ? 

A. No i I do not recoiled: any other Inftance, 

Then the Managers for the Commons delired a Paflage from a Letter might be 
read to the Witnefs^ 


Read, 
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Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings, from 
Book 82, already delivered in, be|^ing at Page 90 of the lame Book. 

‘‘My dear Sir, “ Lucknow, lath Oaober 1781. 

“ Inclofcd I take the Liberty of tranfmitting Copies of the fevcral Papers you figned previous 
to my Departure from Chunar.— The original Agreement between you and the Nabob 1 am afraid 
to truft to the prefent Uncertainty of the Dauks : It lhall however be forwarded the Moment you 
defire it, and an authentic Copy may, in the mean Time, anfwer your immediate Purpofe. — Thefe 
Papers I have put under a fcalcd Cover, that you may not have them opened and entered, before 
you wilh them to become publick. 

[ Signed at the End of the Letter ] 

“ Nath'. Middleton,” 


What were thofe Papers which you put under a fealed CoVer, that, they might not be opened 
and entcrcrl, till Mr. Haftings wifhed them it> become publick ? 

A. They were all the Papers connefted with the Treaty of Chunar. — Mr. Shee’s Recall •, tlic 
Mcafure of recalling all the Officers belonging to the Company in the Vizier’s Service > in (hort, 
all the Papers conneded with the Treaty of Chunar, 

Q. What was your Motive for fending the Papers in that Form to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. At the Time the Papers were fcnt, the Meafurc of recalling the Britiffi Eftablilhment 
from the Nabob of Oude, and the Temporary Brigade, had not been publilhed } it was not 
my Province to judge how far it would be proper to publilh thofe Papers, before Mr. Haftings had 
made his neceflary Arrangements. 

Do you remember whether the Treaty of Chunar was with thefe Papers ? 

A. I fancy it was i I cannot pofitively fay ; I take it for granted it was. 

Qt Who had at that Time the original Treaty of Chunar j and where did thofe Papers come 
from ? 

A. From Lucknow. 

In whofe Pofleffion were they, at that Time? 

A. I believe the Treaty of Chunar was carried, by Miftakc, to Lucknow by me : I think, that, 
with fome other Papers, was carried by Miftakc. 

Q;^ Do you remember wliether Mr. Haftings applied to you, while at Lucknow, after the Treaty 
of Chunar, for a Copy of the original Treaty ? 

A. I remember an Application by Mr. Hafting^s for the Papers, generally, which I Iiad Carried 
to Lucknow. 

But you do not recoiled any Application, particularly, for a Copy of the Treaty ? 

A. Not particularly for the Treaty : but a general Application for all the Papers I had carried 
to Lucknow. 

Then this Letter, with the original Treaty between youaMid the Nabob, in which you fay, 
“ I am afraid of trulling to the Uncertainty of the Dawks Do you recoiled when you forwarded 
that? Do you recoiled how long after it was, that you forwarded the original Treaty, or the 
Copy, to Mr. Haftings : Did you fend an authentic Copy with thofe other Papers mentioned in 
the Letter of the 12th of Odober 1781 ? 

A. I believe I did. The Original remained, and was forwarded, I think, about Six Weeks 
afterwards. • ^ 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired that a Letter from the Witnefs to the 
Court of Directors, relative to the Produftion of his Correfpondence, dated the 31ft 
of May 1786, might be read. 

The fame was delivered in, and read. 


“ Thomas" Morton Efquire, Secretary to the Court of Diredors of the Honourable the 

United Eaft India Company. 


“ Sir, 

“ I have had the Honour to receive your Letter of Yefterday’s Date, enclofihg Copy of an 
Order of the Honourable Houfe of Commons for the Produdion of “ fuch Part of the CoTref- 
poncience which pafled between Warren Haftings Efquire and myfelf, in our official Capacity, 
during my Rcfidcnce at the Court of the Vizier, in the Year 1774, as may not already We 
been laid before the Court of Diredors ; together with all Papers and Documents relating to the 
publick Service, tranfmitted in the Courfc of that Correfpondence ; and alfo any I^ary or Mi- 
nutes relating to publick Affairs, which I might have kept during that Period 1” and fignMying. 
to me the Commands of the Court of Diredors, that I forthwith tranfmit to them all fuch Cor- 
rcljiondcnce as is deferibed in the faid Order, to enable them to comply therewith. 

6 « In 
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»« In Reply fo the above, I beg Leave, through you. Sir, to tcftify my utmoft Rcfpe^t for ilic 
Commands of the Honourable Court of Diredlors, and my Rcadinefs, on all Occaflons, to yield 
implicit Obedience to them } but, in the prefent Cafe, I anl^fortunately precluded from a Com- 
pliance with their Rcquifition > having, many Years fince, wlivered up to Mr. Haftings, by his 
peremptory Order, the Whole of my Corrcfpondence with him during the Period alluded to, con- 
taining his own original Letters, and Copies of mine, together with every other Paper or Docu- 
ment appertaining to that Correfpondcnce j and I beg Leave to affurc the Honourable Court of 
Direftors, tha? I am not poflefled of a Tingle Letter, cither Original or Copy, or of any other 
Paper whatever, belonging to it, or relative to the publick Affairs in which I was then em- 
ployed. 

“ In Reply to the laft Part of the Order, it will, I hope, fuffice to affurc the Honourable 
Court ofDircftors, that I never kept any Diary, Minutes, or other Document, of my Pro- 
ceedings at the Vizier’s Court, than was contained in my Correfpondcnce ; not, as I recoiled, 
being bound to it by any Inftrudions from the Governor, under whole foie Orders I adeJ, nor 
holding it to be a Rule of cuftomary Obfervance in the Service. 

“ I have the Honour to be. Sir, 

your moll obedient humble Servant, 

« Harley Street, the 31II May 1786. Nath. Middleton.’* 

Then the following Extraft of General Inftruflions to the Governor General and 
Council, dated the 29th of March 1774* before delivered in, beginning at the Second 
Paragraph, was read. 

« We direfk that you aflimble in Council Twice every Week, and that all the Members be 
duly fummoned j that the Correfpondcnce with the Princes, or Country Powers in India, be car- 
ried on by the Governor General only •, but that all Letters fent by him be firfl approved in 
Council, and that he lay before the Council at their next Meeting, all Letters received by him in 
the Courfc of fuch Corrcfpondence, for their Information : Wc likewife direft, that a Copy of I'uch 
Parts of the Country Corrcfpondence be communicated to our Board of Trade, (to be conftituted 
as herein-aftcr mentioned), as may any Ways relate to the Bufinefs of their Department.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether you are aware of that Part of the General Orders of the Court of Direftors to 
their Servants in India ? Was you apprized of it ? 

A. No V 1 tanriot recoiled that I have heard it before. 

(hy tbt Counfel.) Whether you did, after writing the Publick and Private Letters of the 30th 
of December 1781, ever withdraw the Publick Letter, and fubflitute any other in its Room? 

A. No. 

Q. Whether you was ever defircd by Mr. Haftings, after writing that Letter of 1781, to do 
fo ? Did Mr. Haftings ever defirc you to do fo ? 

A. No, he did nor. 

(from a Lord.) In the Letter juft read, you fpeakof a peremptory Order of Mr. Haftings, 
in Confequence of which, you delivered up the Whole of your Correfpondcnce to him •, in what 
Manner was that Order communicated to you ? 

A. By Letter. 

What was the Date of that Letter ? 

A. I cannot exadly tell the Dace. 

Q. Do you, or do you not, recoiled the general Purport of that Letter ; the Rcafons ailigned, 
if any were alFigncd, for the total Surrender of the whole Correfpondence ? 

A. To the bell of my Recollcdion no Reafon was alTigncd ; but I was ordered, as foon as pof- 
fiblc after the Receipt of that Letter, to deliver op the Whole of that Corrcfpondence. 

Q. Did you receive that Letter in England, or in India ? 

A. In India. 

(from » Lord.) Can you bring to your Memory how long it was before Mr, Haftings left 
India that you received that Letter ? 

A. It mull have been fcvcral Years i I cannot fpeak with any Precifion. 

Qi Was it before or after the new Government ? 

A. After the new Government. 

Qi (from a )J>rd.) Do you know what is become of that Letter ? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Have you any Copy of it ? 

A. Not as I know of. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

6 U 
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Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would now pro- 
ceed to a new Head of Evidence, lo Ihew the real Motives which, they conceived, cx- 
ifted in Mr. llaftings’s Mind, fjf taking the Journey to Oude when he left Calcutta 
in the Year 1781. As to the Illegality of the Powers he then aflUmed, it was already in 
Evidence before the Houfe, upon the Benares Charge, and therefore it was unueccliaiy 
for them to enter into it again upon this Article. 

Then Mr. Robert Hudfon was called in again, and produced Book 35, intitah.d 
“ Bengal Secret Council, from 2d April to 14th June 1781.” 

Read, the following Extrad of a Confultation of the 21ft May 1781, beginning at 
Page 1298 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 21ft May lySj. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Ilaftings, Governor General, Prcfident ; and 
Edward Whelcr Efquire •, 

• Lieutenant General Sir F.yre Coote, K. B. abfent on Command at the Prefidcncy 

of Fort Saint George. 

“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. 

“ The Province ofOud having fallen into a State of great Diforder and Confufion, its Refoiirces 
being in .in cxtiaordinary Degree diminillied, and the Nabob Afoph ul Doulah having earneftly 
intreated the Prefence of the Governor General, and declared, that unlefs fome effcaual Mea- 
fures are taken for liis Relief, he muft be under the Neceflity of leaving his Country, and com- 
ing down to Calcutta, to reprefent his Situation to this Government ; the Governor General 
therefore propoles, with the Concurrence of Mr. Whelcr, to vifit the Province of Oude, as fpee- 
ilily as the Affairs of the Prefidency will admit, in Hopes that from a minute and pcrfonal Ob- 
fervation of the Ckcumftanccs of that Country, the Syftem of Management which has been 
adopted, and the Charafters and Conduft of the Perfons employed, he may polTibly be able to 
concert and ellablifli fome Plan, by which the Province of Oude may, in Time, be reftored to 
its former State of Affluence, good Order, and Propriety. 

“ In remedying Evils which have grown to fo great a Height, Exertions will be required more 
powerful and immediate in their Application than can be made through the delegated Authority 
of the Servants of the Company now in that Province. The Undertaking is arduous and difHcuIr, 
and the Governor General is far from being fanguine in his Expc£lations, that even his Endea- 
vours will be attended with much Succefs, as the Time which he can fpare will, he fears, be too 
lliort for accomplifhing the Ends propofed. The Objeft however is of Importance, and the Attempt 
at Icaft deferves to be made. 

^ “ The prefent Time affords the moft favourable Opportunity for the Governor General’s Vifit. 
1 he Ships of the Sealon for Europe are all diipatched. Ihe Huflnels of the Revenues is put into 
an eafy Channel, and will not require much of the Board’s Attention and nothing of any Confe- 
quence can happen, after the letting in of the Rains, that can materially afFeft the Tranquillity of 
the Country, or the general Syftem of Politicks. But what chiefly renders the prefent Oppor- 
tunity favourable, is the mutual Confidence which, after a Period of fo many Years, is at Length 
happily reftored between the Members of this AdiTiiniftr.ition, which enables the Governor Ge- 
neral to leave Calcutta, with the fulleft Reliance that the Affairs of the Prefidcncy, under the 
Charge of Mr. \\ hcler, will fiiffcr no Detriment from liis Abfence, and he is thoroughly convinced, 
that inch a confidential Communication will fubfift between them, that the. Bulincfs in which he 
and Mr. Whelcr may be relpcdtively engaged, will meet with the Concurrence and Approbation 
of both. 

It is hoped that the Governor General’s Vifit to Owdc will alfo afford him an Opportunity of 
negotiating effe^lually with the Berar Government, and fixing Modagee Bhofelah to aft decidedly 
and openly in our Favour. Dew.igur Pundit, his Miniftcr, who has longdiftatcd the Politicks of 
the Court of Nagporc, has often profefTed an Intention of meeting the Governor General to con- 
cert Mcalurcs with him for the mutual Benefit and Safety of the Governments of Bengal and Ber.ir. 
But whilft nothing is done to fix his Intentions to a particular Period and Place, they might be 
poftponed from Time to Time, and never carried into Execution. When he is informed of the 

Governor General’s Dcfign of proceeding to Owde, and that One of the Obiefts of this Hurry 
is to give him a Meeting at Benares, it is probable that he will furmount thole Obftacles and 
Difficulties winch have hitherto retarded, and might otherwife ftill continue to retard him from 
carrying his Intentions into Execution. 

“ The (iovernor General thinks, that about the 15th of July he will be ready to leave the 
Prclulcncy.” * 

“Mr. Whelcr.— The Governor General’s Reprefentation of the prefent State of the Province 
Owde, I believe to be but too well founded j and am convinced, that it will require his utmoft Abi- 
lities 
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lilies and Powers, applied and exercifed on the Spot, to reftore it to its former good Order and 
Affluence. a 

I admit the Force of the Governor General’s Argu%nts, proving tlie prefent Seafon to be 
the moft favourabk for his leaving the Prefidency j and the more readily agree to them, from the 
Opportunity it will afford of negociating cffeaually with the Bcrar Government : But notwith- 
ftanding the Greatnefs of the Objcifls, which may, and I truft will be attained by the propofrd 
Expedition, I am perfuaded that nothing but the Harmony and good Underftanding which at 
this Time prevails in the Council, could induce the Governor General to withdraw his Attention 
from the Affairs of the Prcfidcncy at a Crifis like the prefent ; and unlcfs convinced that 1 was 
fo fortunate as to poffcfs his entire Confidence, and that I might rely upon icceiving his Support 
and Sanftion to the Mcafures I might deem proper to purfuc in his Abfence, 1 lliould, at this 
Time, accept with Reludtance fo weighty a Charge. For although it may not be difficult to 
provide for the ufual Occurrences of this Government, yet fuch others may, during his Abfeme, 
intervene, and demand immediate Decifion, as are not within the Reach of human Eorcffdit i 
and, in fuch Inftances, I (hould not be able to exert myfclf, under the Influence of Diftrufl or 
keliraint.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 36, intituled, “ Bengal Secret C'onfultations.” 

Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 3d of July 1781, beginning 
at Page 44 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, jci July 1781, 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haffings Efquire, Governor General, Prefident j 
and Edward Wheler El'quiic. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service at Fort St. George. 

“ In my Minute, which I laid before the Board on iff May, I expreffed the Satisfai'ilion witli 
which I could at this Junflure leave the Prefidcncy, from the mutual Confidence which was 
happily eftablilhcd between Mr. Wheler and me. I now reatlily repeat that Sentiment, and 
obferve with Pleafurc that Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my Departure, it is probable that we 
lhall, in Concert, have provided at the Board for almoft every important Circuinftance that ran 
eventually happen during my Abfence. But if any Ihould occur, for which no previous Proviliun 
fltall have been made in the Rcfolution of the Board, Mr. Wheler may aft with immediate De- 
cifion, and with the fulled Confidence of my Support. In all fuch Emergencies, as well as in 
condufting the ordinary Bufinefs of the Prefulcncy, and, in general, in all Matters of this Go- 
vernment, excepting thole which may fpccially or generally be intrulled to me, Mr. Wheler, 
during my Abfence, may confider himfelf as poffcflcd of the full Powers of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of this Government, as in Hffeft he is by the Conllitution, and he may be 
alfured, that fo far as my Sanftion and Concurrence lhall be, or be deemed neceffary to the Con- 
firmation of his Mcafures, he lhall receive them.” 

“ Rcfolved, That the following Credentials be given to the Governor General. 

Whereas it has been rcfolved, that the Governor General fliall proceed to Benares and Luck- 
now, for the Purpofc of obtaining an Interview with the Nabob Vizier and Duwager Pundit, the 
Duwan of the Rajah of Bcrar, and for the other confequent Purpoles, which arc exprcfled in the 
Minute of the Board paffed to this Eft'cdt on 2 id May lull ; And whereas, befides the laid Pur- 
pofes, others may occur which may require the immediate Prcfencc of the Governor General, with 
an effedlive and complete Authority for their Execution j it is hereby rclblved, That the Governor 
General (hall be, and is inverted with full Powers and Authority to form fuch Arrangements with 
the Rajdh of Benares, for the better Government and Management of his Zemindarry, and to per- 
form fuch Adis for the Improvement of the liuercft which the Honourable Company portefles in 
ity as he (hall think fit and confonanc to the mutual and adlual Engagements fubfilling between 
the Company and the Rajah •, to alTirt the Nabob Vizier in forming fuch Regulations as may be 
neceflary for the Peace and Order of his Government, the Improvement of his Revenue, and the 
Adjuftment of the mutual Concerns fubfirting between him and the Company, with luch Authority 
to enforce the fame, as the Governor General and Council might or could excrcife in Occafions in 
which they would be warranted to cxercife the fame, by the Claims wliicli the Honourable Com- 
pany hold or may have on the Revenues of the Dominions of the faid Nabob, and to form and con- 
clude fuch fcvcral Engagements or Treaties with the Nabob Vizier, the Government of Bcrar, and 
with any other of the Chiefs or Powers of Hindoftan, as he (hall judge exjiedient and neceffary, 
whether for the Termination or more effedlual Profccution of the War with the Marratta State, or 
for the Advancement of the Interefts of the Honourable Company, or for the Ihidt and permanent 
Eftablilhment and Confirmation of the Alliances which do at prelent fubfirt, or which he lhall judge 
ic neceffary to form with the faid Chiefs and Powers refpcdively i and it is hereby declared, that 
all fuch Afts, and all fuch Engagements or Treaties, made as aforefaid, lliall be binding on the 
Governor General and Council, in the fame Manner, and as cffcdually, as if they had been paffed 
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and done by tl)e f('ecial and immediate Concuirence and aftual Sanction of the Governor General 
and Count il, in Council ademblcd. ^ 

“ G.vcn in Fort William under the of the Honourable Company, and under the Hands of 
the Govcrnoi General and Council, this 3d Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 1781. 

“ J he Time approaching for the Governor General’s Departure, the Board think it ncccflary 
to communicate the following Refolutions to the Commander in Chief, to be publilhed in general 
Orilers. 

“ 'I he Governor General intending to vifit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, it is therefore 
ordered, That ail fuchOrdeis as he ihall, from this Time, think it proper to ilfuc to thclVoops 
Rationed beyond tlie Fiovinces, as well in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier as thofe which arc 
fituatcd beyond them, (hail be obeyed, and that his finglc Authority lhall be confidered and re- 
ceived as of the lame Force as that of the Governor General and Council colleftiyely, until this 
Order Ih dl be revoked. 

“ Agieed andordcicd. That the Military Power vefted in the Honourable Warren Haflings, as 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Garrifon and Fortrefs of Fort William, and Town of 
Calcutta, be excrcifed by Edward Wheler Efquire, during the Abfcnce of the Honourable tlic Go- 
vernor General. 

“ Refolved, That the following circular Letter be written to Colonel James Morgan, &Ct 
“ Sir, 

“ The Governor General intending to vifit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore 
direft you to obey all fuch Orders and Inllrudions as he may from this Time think proper to ilfuc 
10 you, and to the Troops under your Command, in his own Name, and in all Refpeds to conlldcr 
his fingle Authority as of the fame Force, until this Order lhall be revoked, as that of the Governor 
General and Council collcdivcly. We are, See.” 

“ Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately prepare the above Papers j but that they be not 
ifliied, until the Governor General (hall have taken Leave of the Board. 

“ The Governor (Icneral reports to the Board, That he has made every Preparation for his De- 
parture, and has no Impediment to his fetting off immediately but theNcceffity of waiting for the 
Swallow’s Difpatchcs.” 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfc, that having conducted 
the Evidence to the Time Mr. Haftings was upon the Point of leaving Calcutta to 
proceed to Oude, they lliould next fhew, that in the private Communications which 
he made at that Time, and in which he mentions the DifalFeflion of the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, he never throws out the fmallell Hint or Sufpicion againft the Begums. 

Read, the following Extrafl from the printed Copy of the Benares Narrative, 
Calcutta Edition, beginning at Page 12 of the fame Book. 

[ “ 1 can therefore only offer fuch prcfiimptive Proofs of my Intention as the Nature of it 
will admit and Accident has provided, 'i'hefc arc my early and confidential Declarations, and 
the Atteftations of thofe to whom they were made.”] 

(“ In a Point of fuch publick Moment, independently of the near Intereft which I have in 
‘t cftabli^ing the Truth of it, Mr. Wheler will pardon my Appeal to him, although in one 
“ Light it may tend to involve him in a Participation of the Reproach of thofe who may regard 
“ every Severity (hewn to Cheit Sing as criminal, however founded. He doubticfs will recolleft 
“ the Converfation which I had with him on the Subjeft, on the Eve of my Departure from 
“ Calcutta I our mutual Opinion of Cheit Sing’a paft Conduct •, mine of the Jufticc and Policy of 
» exaaing an exemplary Punilhmcnt of it by a large pecuniary Mulft } the Sum to which I 
“ then declared my Refolution to extend it •, my Conviftion of his Ability to pay it 5 and the 
« Two Alternatives on which I had refolved, if he refufed to fubmit to it. He will alfo remcm- 
“ ber, that I belpokc his Confidence in the Means which I fliould ul’e for this End, and his Sop- 
“ port in the Iflue of them. I entreat him to give me his formal and circumfiantial Atteftation 
» of thefc Fafts j and that he will permit it to be inferted in this Part of my Narrative § 

Read alfo, from the fame Book, Page 13, Note*. 

“ Mr. Wheler.— I have the Pleafure to comply with the Governor General’s Requeft, and will 
chcarfvilly record, in this Place, what I at prefent recoiled to have pafled between us, at the Time, 
and on the Circiimftanccs, he mentions. 

** I well remember, that, on the Eve of the Governor General’s Departure ff( 5 m Calcutta, the 
Conduft of Cheit Sing, late Rajih of Banaris, was a principal Subjeft of a confidential Difeourfe 


{a) Vide Aipra, P. 114, L. 23. 
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Kctwccn us \ and that he befpoke roy Support of thcMeafurcs iwhich he intended to purfue towards 
him. I rccollea, that the Governor General thought thc^ah’s Offences were fuel), as to require 
early Funifhmcnt; and as his Wealth was great, and th^PCompany*s Exigencies preffing, it was 
thought a Meafurc of Policy and Juftice, to exaft from him a large Pecuniary Mulft for their 
Relief : The Sum, to which the Governor declared his Refolution to extend the Fine, was Forty or 
Fifty Lacks ; his Ability to pay it was dated as a Faft that could not admit ot a Doubt ; and the 
two Alternatives, on which the Governor declared himlelf to have rcfolvcd, if Cheit Sing rcful'ed to 
comply with the Requifition, were, to the bed of my Rccollcftion, cither a Removal from his 
Zcinccdary entirely, or, by taking immediate Poffeffion of all his Forts, to obtain out of the 
Tieal'urc dcpofited in them, the above Sum for the Company 


Read alfo, from Appendix to the fame Book, Page 157. 

“SECOND PARCEL. 

“ Num. a. A. 

“ Affidavit of Major Palmer. 

“ William Palmer, Major in the Service of the Honourable the Ead India Company in Bengal, 
maketh Oath, and faith, That about the latter End of the Month of June lad, the Honourable 
Warren Hadings Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, dilcourfing with this Deponent on the 
Subjeft of his intended Journey to Banaris and Lucknow, declared one of the principal Objc£ts 
of it to be, to exadt, from Rajah Cheit Sing, a Fine or Contribution of Fifty Lacks of Rupees, 
as a Puniffiment for Breach of Engagements with the Government of Bengal, and for Afts of Mif- 
condudt in his Zemeedary. The Governor General further declared to this Deponent, that he 
knew the Ability of the Rajah to contribute fuch a Sum to the Exigencies of Government; and 
that he (the Governor General) was determined to convert the Faults committed by the Raj ih into 
a piiblick Benefit, "i'he Governor General further declared to this Deponent, in the fame Conver- 
facion, that an Offer from the Rajah, but indireftly, had been made to him of Twenty Lacks of 
Rupees for the publick Service, as a Retribution for his Failure of Engagements *, but that he (the 
Governor General) was rcfolved to infilt upon the fird mentioned Sum of Fifty Lacks of Rupees ; 
and if the Rajah fliould abfolutely refufc the Demand, that he (the Governor General) would de- 
prive him of his Zemeedary, or transfer the Sovereignty thereof to the Nabob Vizeer. 

“ W. Palmer. 

“ Sworn before me, this 4th Day of December 1781, 

“ E. Impey {ty* 

Read alfo, from Appendix to the fame Book, Page 158. 

“ Num. 2. B. 

“ Attedation of David Anderfon Efquire. 

“To the Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ In Obedience to your Commands, conveyed to me through Major Palmer, I ffiall endeavour 
to repeat, as well as I can remember, the Purport of what you were pleated to inform me, before 
your Departure from Calcutta, of your Intentions regarding Cheit Sing ; but as fo long an Interval 
has fincc elapfed, my Rccollcdlion, which has never been drengthened by a Communication, mud 
neceffarily be fooicwhat imperfedt. 

“ After enut^rating fomc of the Refourccs which you expeded to find up the Country, for 
the Relief of the Company’s Exigencies, you mentioned to me the CondudI of Cheit Sing. 

“ You obferved, that he owed his Elevation to the Company ; that he was allowed to enjoy a 
very confidcrablc Income, the Revenue exadted from him being much inferior to the Produce of 
hisDidridls ; and that his Territories were maintained and defended by the Fmglilh Army That, 
on thole Confiderations, it bad been reckoned equitable, that he fhould contribute, on an Emerg- 
ency, to the Support of Wars carried on by that Government, under which he held his Zemeedary, 
and to which he was indebted for its Protedlion. Accordingly you mentioned, that a Sum had 
been demanded from him ; that, after fome Difficulties, he had agreed to pay it at a certain Period^; 
that, trufting to his Promifes, you had made an Affignment on him for the life of Colonel Camac’a 
Detachment ; and that Colonel Camac, relying on his Pundluality, had returned a Bill for a Icfs 
Sum, which had been fent to him by Mr. Middleton ; but that this Confidence had nearly proved 
fatal to the Detachment, and aftually did prove the Caufc pf retarding i!ie Expedition ; thatChcic 
Sing, .in fpitc of all the Reprefentations which were made to him, delayed fo long the pro mi fed 
Payment, that the Officers of the Detachment were reduced to the Necefiity of felling their Plate : 
That you therefore determined to call him to an Account, and oblige him to make an Atonement 
for his Condua in this inftance, and the Want of Attachment he had in general (hewn to our Go- 
vernment, by paying a confiderable Sum of Money to the Relief of the Company s Exigencies 5 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 114, Note. 


{h) Vide fupra, Page 232. 


6 X 


that, 



( 540 ) 


fliat if he confented, you w«re defirous of eftablifhing his Pofleirion on the moft permanent Jnef 
Sb le Footing, but if he refufed, yo|/ad in your Power to r^fc a large Sum for the Company, 
K opting of an Offer which had bl made for his D.ftnft by 

Part.culars of Cheit Sing’s Condod, in an Account which you drew up m Calcutta, of the State 
of the different Powers of Hindoftan-, though I do not believe that, in that Paper, you expreffed 

the Intentions you had formed; and I remember you told me, that you had communicated ta 
int iiH y 1. _ T ^rhnnoh I rannoc Dofitivplw 


Mr. Whelcr your Intentions regarding Cheit 
recoiled) you faid he had concurred in them. 

» Mahdajcc Sindia’s Camp, near Dutteah, 
“ the 14th January 1782 


L/Wt ...w, ^ 

Sing; and I believe (though I cannot pofitively 

I am, with the greateft Refped, dec. 

“ D. Anderfon.** 


Read, alfo, from tlie fame Book, Page 12, 

» I left Calcutta, impreffed with the Belief, that extraordinary Means were ncccflary, and thofc 
exerted witii a Ilrong Hand, to preferve the Company’s intcrefts from fliaking under the accumu- 
lated Weights that oppreffed them (^).” 

Read, alfo, from Appendix to the fame Book, Page 9. 

“ The Bcaums will fuffer no adual Lofs, by the Refumptions of the Jaghcers, except of an 
Influence, wluch they have invariably employed, to the moft pernicious 1 urpofes, againft one State 
which had conferred, and another which fccured and proteded them (c). 

Read, the following Extraft, from the printed Paper, called, “ the Second De- 
fence,” beginning at Page 4 of the fame. 

“ It has occurred to me, as a Qticftion, which might naturally arife out of the Subjed, Why 
the Becuins (hould have entertained fo vehement a Hatred as that by which I have dcfcribed them 
to have been aduated againft the Englifti Government and Nation ? The -^[wer is obvious to 
thofc who know the Hiftory of our Connedion with the Nabob of Oude. The Begums regard- 
ed us as the Oppreffors of their Hoiife, and the Ufurpers of its Inheritance; nor was their “Clent- 
ment confined to the Englilh. The Nabob himfelf had his Share in it, for the Sacrifice which he 
had made of the Province of Benares, againft the united Oppofition of his Family ; and the Na- 
bob Salar Jung, the Brother of Bhow Begum, avowed to me himfelf, that he had from that 1 ime, 
withheld himfelf from all Concern in the Nabob’s Councils, and afligned that as the Rcafon for it. 
I am forry that I muft in Truth add, that a Part of the Refcntment of the Begums, was as I h.id 
too much Rcafon to fufped, direded to myfelf perfonally. The Incidents winch gave rife W ir, 
arc too light to be mixed with the profefled Subjed and Occafion of this Detail, and, as uicy want 
the Authenticity of recorded Evidence, I could lay no Claim to Credit in my Relation of them. 
At fonic Period I may be induced to offer them to the World, my ultimate and unerring Judges, 
both of that and of every other Trait in my political Charadcr (</).” 

Read, the following Extras, from Book 113, before delivered in. 

*‘ Extrad of a Letter from Warren Haftings Efquire to the Court of Diredors. 

“ On the River Ganges, 21 February 1784. 

“ If it (hould be objeded, that the Allowance of thefe Demands would furnifh' a Precedent for 
others of the like Kind, I have to remark, that in their whole Amount, they arc but the Aggregate 
of a contingent Account of Twelve Years ; and if it were to becofmc the Pradicc of thole who 
have paffed their prime of Life in your Service, and filled, as I have filled it, the Firft Office or 
your Dominion, to gleaii from their paft Accounts all the little Articles of Expcnce which their 
Inaccuracy or Indifference hath overlooked, your Intcrefts would fuffer infinitely Icfs by the Pre- 
cedent, than by a Single Example of a l.ife fpent in the Accumulation of Crores for 
nefit, and (loomed in its Clofe to fuffer the Extremity of private Want, and to fink in Ob- 
feurity (e).” 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfc, they would next fdbmif to 
the nou(*e. Evidence upon the Subjed of the great Prefent Mr. Haftings received from 
the Nabob, when he met him at Chunar, previous to figningthe Treaty of Chunarj 
and, Fiift, produce Evidence of the Nabob’s Situation at the Time he was fuppofed to 
have made the Prefent. 

Read, the following Extrad of a Confultation of the 9th of December 1779# 

Book 112, before delivered in, beginning at Page 898 of the fame Book. 


(d) Vide fupra, Page 367, Line 5. 
{e) Vide Appendix, XL. 


[a) Vide fupra, Page 232. 

Vide fiipra, Page 114, Line 7. 

(i) Vide fupra, Page 141, Line 2 from the Bottom. 


«« Fort 


( 54 ' ) 


“ Fort William, the 13th December 1779. 

“ At a Council ; Prefetl. 

The Honourable Warren Hadings, Govern^k^eneral, Piefidcnt ; 

Richard Barwell, 

Philip Pranqis, V Efquires. 

Edward Wheler, J 

Sir Eyre Coote on a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army. 

“ Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Purling to Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, &c. 
Members of Council, dated Lucknow, the 19th November 1779. 


« I have in vain urged him on the glaring Impropriety of refufing Tuncaws upon the fame 
Diftrids as lad Year, and giving them to his own Troops, without Difcipline to lupport his Go- 
vernment, and always ready to plunder every Country to which they have been lent. His Anfwcr 
has been invariably, that while he had the Means of providing for the Demands of the Company, 
he has never refofed it ; but he is now deprived of that Ability, by the Drought which has obliged 
liini to give Dedudions to the Amount of Twenty-five Lacks of Rupees •, and even now the Au- 
mds are defirous of being rclcafed from their Engagements upon the Plea of Inability to comply 
with them. His Family, and that of his Father and Grandfather, after repeated Promifes made to 
them and broken, are dill unprovided for i that he did not believe the Council meant to feize the 
Expenccs of his Table and Houfchold, which was all that was now left him. When I quitted 
him, I declared I did not imagine the Governor and Council would ever confent to the Reform of 
the new Brigade, and the other prefent Edablifhments for his Colleilions •, that, if they were not 
difmiflcd, they mud be paid, and from the Sources of that Country for the Proteftion of which 
they were raifed. Tliat I would have him for the Prefent to confidcr the Means of granting the 
Supplies, in the Hope of an Anfwcr more likely to be pleafing to our Government. A Day or 
two after I received a Letter from him, a Tranflatc of which. No. 3. I think it ncccffary to lay 
before you. As I have never been able to induce his Excellency to adopt any other Sentiments 
than thofe he fird declared, and have received another Letter from him, cxprenTing much Diffatif- 
faclion at my Urgency on a Point he had determined on, and would not give up, unlefs he Ihould 
be compelled by the Governor and Council, I have thought it necdlefs to prefs him further at 
prefent, but at his Requed have tranfmitted a Letter from him to the Governor General, fetting 
forth his Didrefs. 

“ In this Situation, it only remains for me to lay before you the following Extraft of Mr. Na- 
thaniel Middleton’s Letter of the 5th indant, the Day on Which Charge was delivered to me. 

” When I have of late preffed his Excellency for further Aflignments, he has pleaded Inability 

* to anfwcr the very heavy Demands which will this Year fall upon him, on account of the 
‘ Drought which has unfortunately happened, to the almod total Dedruflion of the Kluirrcff Har- 
‘ ved, and the confequent Diminution of his Revenue : I am concerned to confefs there are but 

* too good Grounds for this Plea. The Misfortune has been general throughout tlie Whole of the 

* Vizier’s Dominions, obvious to every Body and fo very fatal have been its Confcquences, that 

* no Perfon of cither Credit or Charailcr would enter into Engagements witli Government for 
‘ farming the Country, without a very heavy Direction • in the lad Year’s Jurnma, which his Ex- 
‘ cellcncy has been compelled to allow to all who have hitherto l)cen appointed to Farms ; and 
‘ fome who have engaged even under thefc Circumdanccs, have to my Knowledge made mod ur- 
‘ gent Applications to the Nabob and his Miniders to be releafed from their Obligations, and al- 
‘ lowed to relinquifh their Farms, which they found they could not hold but at a certain Lofs to 

* thcmfeivci You will foon be convinced by undoubted Tedimony, and loud Complaints from 

* every Quarter, of. the Reality of this Misfortune, which has neceffarily been the Means of delay- 
‘ ing the general Settlement of the Country, and of preventing my hitherto getting Aflignments 
‘ for more than Rupees 68,82,000 •, but how far its Operation and Effcfls preclude the Nabob 

* from anfwering the Demands upon him on public Accounts, you will be the bed able to judge 
‘ from the Statements you will obtain of his edimated Revenue.” 

“ As it appears from the Whole of this Extraft, that Mr. Middleton had met with Obdacles, 
from .a Rcafon afllgncd which no human Forefight could prevent, I hope your Honourable Boaid 
will not imagine 1 have been remifs or inattentive •, nothing but a compulfive Order from me upon 
an undefined Right could obtain the Colleflion of a Rupee more than I have Tuncaws for ■, and 
nothing but a decifive and fpeedy Indruftion from you, when tlie 'l ime elapfed, may not occafion 
a material Lofs in the Revenue, can poffibly procure the Grants neceffary for the current Dil- 


burfements from my Treafury. . 

“ Upon this Principle, it is needlefs to add, that no Bill from the Prefidency can poflibly be 
anlwcred, llnce the Demands on the Treafury upon the prefent Edablilhment exceed the expefted 
Income j and the lad Drafts of the Honourable Board, and their Order, forjhe Payment of 1 wo 
Lacks and a Half of Rupees to Captain Popham, which has been complied with, have fo cf- 
fedually drained the Treafury, that I have not yet been able to pay the Fird Brigade for 
Oftober (a), 

(Signed at the End) “ E. Purling.” 


Secret Dept, 
Monday. 


* Sic in Orig. 


(a) Vide Appendixi N' XLI. 
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The Manajrcrs for the Commoi^ acquainted the Houfe, they would not here read 
the Vizier’s Letter again, ah eady # Evidence before the Houfe (a), but proceed to a 
Minute of Mr. Haftingjj, upon the Reprefentation made by the Vizier m that Letter of 

the Difticfs and Famine at Oude. 

Read, the following Exti aa from the fame Book, beginning at Page 905. 

» Govtrnor General.— I iinderftand the Subftance of the Vizier’s Letter to be a ^remptory 
Kefutal u) nrant Adloninents but for the Expcnce of the regular Brj^^adc ftationed at Cawnporci 
a Di-inand lor the Recall, or Reduaion of the Troops ftationed at Rohilcund for his Service in that 
Dilbili’t ind his new acquired Donunions in the Doaub •, and for the Difmiffion of the Corps efta- 
blifhed in his own imniah.uc Sc vice, under the Command of Britilh Officers ; viz. Thofe fevcrally 
commanded by Major l lannay, Captain Olburne, and the Body Guard under Captain Mordavinr, 
for the Purpole of iubftituting adtiitional Eftabliflamcnts ot Ilorfc and hoot, under his immediate 
Command, lor the Service of the Revenues. Thefc Demands, the Tone in which they are afierced, 
anti die Seafon in which they are made, arc all equally alarming, aqd appwr to me to require an ad- 
equate Dcnrree of Firmnefs in this Board, in Oppofition to them. Without further Comment, I 
Ihall proticd to recommend the following Draft of a Letter to be written to Mr. Purling, which, 
if agreed to, may ferve as the Subftance of One to be written on the fame Subject to the Na- 
bob('/>J.’* 

To prove the Nabob’s Situation in 1780, the Year before Mr. Haftings met him at 
Chunar, 

Read, Extraa of a Letter from the Nateb Vizier to Mr. Haftings— received 24th 
of February 1780, from Book 1 16 , beginning at Page 136 of the fame Book. 

» From the Nabob Vizier. Received 24th February 1780.' 

“ I have received your Letter, and underftand the Contents. I cannot deferibe the Solidity 
of your Fricndfhip and brotherly Affedion which fubfifted between you and my late Father. 
l r( ni the Frienilfliip ot the Company he received numberlefs Advantages ; and I, notwithftand- 
ing I was left .m Orphan, from your Favour and that of the Company, was perfedly at Eafe, 
being latisfied that every Thing wouKl be well, and that I fhould continue ift the fame Security 
tliat 1 was during my Father’s Lifetime, from your Protedion. I accordingly, from the Day of 
liis Death, h.ive never omitted to cultivate your Favour, and the Protedion of the Company ; 
and whatever w.is the Defire and Diredions of the Council at that Time, I have ever fince con- 
formed to, and obeyed with Readinefs. Thanks be given to God, that I have never as yet been 
backWtird in performing the Will of the Englifli Company, of the Council, and of you, and 
have always been from my Heart ready to obey them •, and have never given you any Trouble 
Irom my Diflicultics or Willies. This I have done fimply from my Knowledge of your Favour 
towards me, and from my being certain that you would learn tlie Particulars of my Diftrefles 
and Difficulties from otlier Quarters, and would then (hew your Fricndftiip and Good-will in 
whatever v.as for my Advantage : but when the Knife had penetrated to the Bone, "and I was 
furrounded with fuch heavy DiftrelTes that I could no longer live in Expcdlations, I then wrote 
an Account of my Difficulties. — I hc AnMcr which I have received to it is iuch, that it has 
given me incxprcinble Grief and Affliiftion. 1 never had the leaft Idea or Exp^dfatiofl from you 
and the Council, that you would ever have given your Orders in fo afflifting a Manner, in which 
you n<iver before wrote, and which I could not have imagined. As I am refolvcd to obey the 
Orders and Direftions of the Council without any Delay, as long as I live, I have, agreeable to 
thofe Orders, delivered up all my private Papers to him, that when he fhall have examined my 
Receipts and Expenccs, he may take whatever remains. As I know it to be my Duty to.latisly 
you, the Company and Council, I have not failed to obey in any Inftance •, but requefted of 
him that it might be done fo as not to diftrefs me in my neceflary Expences. There being no 
other F'unds but thofe for the Exjicnccs of my Mutefeddies, Houlehold Expences, and Servants, 
^c. he demanded tliele in fuch a Manner, that, being rcmedilcfs, I was obliged to comply with 
what he required. He has accordingly flopped the Penfions of my old Servants of 30 Years, 
whether Sepoys, Mutclcddies, or Houfchold Servants, and the Expences of my Family and 
Kitclien, together with the Jagliicrs of my Grandmother, Mother, and Aunts, and of my Bro- 
thers and Dependents, which were for their Support. I had raifed 1500 Florfe and 3 Battalions 
of Sepoys, to attend upon me •, but as I have no Refources to fupport them, I have been obliged 
to remove the People ftationed in the Mahals, and to fend his People into the Mahals ^ fo that 
I have not now One fingle Servant about me. Should I mention what further DifficultieJ I have 
been reduced to, it would lay me open to Contempt. Although I have willingly aflented to 
this, which biings fuch Diftrefs on me, and have in a Manner altogether, ruined myfelf, yet I 
failed no: to do u •, for this Rcafon, bccaufc it was for your Satisfadkion and that of the Coun- 

(<j) ViJcfiipra, Page 496. (h) Vide Appendix, N ’ XLI. 
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cil ; arid I am patient and even thankful in this Condition : but I cannot imagine from wlut 
Caufe you have conceived Difplcafurc againft me.— From the Commencement of my Admini- 
ftration, in every Circumftance I received Strength ^nd SeCteity from your Favour and that of 
tiie Council’; and in every inftance you and the Council h*e (hewn your Friendihip and Af* 
fedion for me : but at prefent, that you have fent thcle Orders, I am greatly perplexed. 

“ Sir, I was in Hopes, from your Friendihip, that if,' which God forbid, any Difplcafurc (hould 
arife in your Mind, you would have firfi given me your Advice on it, in fuch a Manner as is 
iifual to Perfons of Diftinflion, and where I (hould have learnt it, were it true, I (hould be the 
inore aba(hed by it ; and having explained and reconciled it to you, whatever might be your \Vi(h 
and that of the Council, which might have been for my Advantage, it (hould be complied 
with- or if it had been falfe, I (hould have written fo to you, that it midit be explained to you 
fully' At prefent, alTcnting to every Thing which is required of me, I have executed your Or- 
ders ; but am in Hopes of your Favour, that I may fomc Time or other have a Meeting with 
voo 'in which I may make known to you all my DiilrelTcs, and after that perform whatever may 
be your Will. I (hall not trouble you with long Accounts of my LolTes rel'peding my A(fairs ; 
for all my Concerns and Dignity depend on you and the Council, and yriu will |>erform every 
Thing which is for my Advantage and Intcrell, and for the Honour and Credit of the Company 
and of you. ^This is not delayed by my RequtHs. As you and my late Father were' like Bro- 
thers, I am in the fame Degree as your Nephejv. I am therefore confident, that you 
will direft whatever may appear to you advifeablc for me. 1 am only wi(hing for a Meeting 
with you ; and I hope from your Friendihip, that whatever yon may determine upon for this 
Bufinefs, or whatever Place you can come to from Calcutta, you will inform me of it -, or (hould 
you have no Leifurc for it, I will repair to Calcutta. It is necclTary you write all tlufc Ciicum- 
llances to me. — Sir, if from your Friendihip you (hould write your AlTcnt to this, it is well ; I will 
come with great Satisfadion and Pleafurc and although you (hould forbid my coming, I will 
not put it (S', but (hall be the more dcfirous of it, fince I have not One finglc Perfon near me who 
could make much Preparations necclTary for the Journey, not even one Attendant. I (hall, how- 
ever, travel alone to your Quarter with great Pleafurc. My Situation abfolutely requires it, as 
I cannot at prefent remain here by any Means. If I have once an Interv'icw with you, I (hall 
have my Heart at Eafe •, after that, whatever your Orders and thofc of tl-.c Council may be, 
they (hall be obeyed. At prefent, that it is difiicult for me to fupport myfelf alive, by the Blef- 
fin» of God, you who are prudent can remove my, Griefs,' and arc favourably inclined to me, 
ancT will perceive, that when I am reduced to that State, that all my Servants are difmificd, and 
my Houfchold Expences, and even my Kitchen, (lopped, .bow can I fupport it, or remain alive ? 

I am ready and rcfolvcd to preferve the Friendfliip and Good-will of you and the Council to the 
utmoft of my Life and Property, and have continually obeyed whatever has been your Orders 
and thofe of the Council. What the People of Diftindion of every Nation dcfiie, that their 
Name, Honour, and a Sufficiency for their unavoidable Expences, may be prcfcrvcd to them, I 
have no ocIkf Wilh. If, which God forbid, this (hould not take Place, it will be difficult (or 

me to live One Inllant. . . r i • , i ■ 

“ I am therefore hopeful, that.you will favour me with an Anfwer to this Letter, agreeable to 
my Requeft. My foie Strength and Security is from your Favour and that of the Council. Fur- 
ther particulars will be made known to you by Rajah Govind Ram. 

To prove, that Mr. Haftings, in confequence of the above Reprefentation of the 
Nabob, removed feveral Englilh Gentlemen from his Court ; 

Read, the following Extraa from Appendix to the Benares Narrative, Page 7. 

“ With refped to the Removal of the Company's Servants, Civil and Military, from the 
Court and Service of the Vizier, I was aduated lolely by Motives of Jiiaitc to him, and a Regard 
to the Honour of our national Charader. In removing thofc Gcntlnm n 1 diminidt my own In- 
fluence as well as that of my Colleagues, by nai rowing the Line of Patronage, and I expolc my- 
fclf to Obloquy and Refentment from thofe who arc immediately aftefted by the Arrangement, amt 
the lone Trairt of their Friends and powerful Patrons. But their Numbers, their InllucnLe, and 
the enormous Amount of their Salaries, Penfions, and Emoluments, were an intolerable Burthen on 
the Revenues and Authority of the Vizeer, and expofed os to the Refentment ot the whole Coun- 
try, by excluding the native Servants and Adherents of the Vizecr from the Rewards o( their Scr- 
vices and Attachment {'a).” 

To prove a further Reprefentation by the Nabob, with refpea to the Expences of the 
Englilh Gentlemen at his Court, after the above Removal; 

Read, the following Extract of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. M'Pherfon, from 
Book 115, already delivered in. 


(a) Vidcfupra, P. 141, Line 19. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Vizier. 

“ Received ziftApril 

“ With refpefb to the Expenccso^hc Gentlemen who arc here, 1 have before written in aco 
vered Manner, I now write plainly/^iat I have no Ability to give Money to the Gentlemen 
can fc I am indebted many Lacks of K upees to the Bankers for the Payment of the Companv' 
Debt. At the Time of Mr. Haftings’s Departure I reprefented to him that- 1 had no Refourccs for 
the Expenccs of the Gentlemen. Mr. Ilaftings having afeertained my dillrcflcd Situation, told n.e 
that after his Arrival in Calcutta he would confult with the Council, and remove from hence tiw 
Expences of the Gentlemen, and recall every Perfon, except the Gentlemen in Office here. At ilffi 
Time that all the Concerns are dependent upon you, and you have in every Point given Eafe to 
my Mind, according to Mr. Haftings’s Agreement, I hope that the Expenccs of the Gcmleincn 
may be removed from me, and that you may recall every Perfon icfiding here, beyond the Gentle- 
men in Office. Although Major Palmer does not at this Time demand any Thing for the Gca' 
tlcmen, and I liavc no Ability to give them any Thing, yet the Cuftom of the Knghih Gentlemen 
is, when they remain here, they will in the End alk for Ibmething. This is Left, that they ffiould 
be recalled (a)." 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation 28th July 1783, from Book 81, al- 
ready delivered in, beginning at Page 60 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, aSth July 178?. 

** At a Council; Prefent, 

'I’lie Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, Prcfident ; 

Edward Wheeler, 7 r-r • 

John Stables, } ^‘^uircs. 

Mr. Maepherfon, indifpofed. 

. Extract of Mi. Middleton s Defence, in a Letter to the Board, dated Calcutt.i, 30th June 178^ 

“ But the Year 1180, from unforefeen Events, was already began ere the Treaty was fi<med, 
and thele large Bodies could not be removed without fome previous Notice. Between Two and 
I'hice Moiulis were affigned them for Preparation, in which l ime it was fuppofed fufficient Funds 
would have been forthcoming for their Difcharge. The paying them off, involved another Ih- 
Jance of Arrears to them rclpedivcly, not included in the Balance of 1 1S7 and i iM.S to tlic Com- 
pany. Thefe Arrears further (welled in their Amount, luvaufe the Muntlny Colleftioiis to tic 
Period of their Dilcharge were not equ.al to their P.ay and Arrears, and a Piovillon for the oti'tr 
indilpenfiblc Difburfements of my Office, which obliged me to devife other Me.ms of liquidatin'- 
them } accordingly, after long Negociaiion, attended with much Difficulty, i accompl.flieL Loan^! 
at the Beginning of the Year, on my own Credit, of lo Lacks; without which Exertion, the Rc- 

would have been clogged with ihe cncreafing Amount of thefe Arrears. 
While the iMfcd of my Negociation was yet in Sufpence, another B.dance before vve heard of 
amounting to u|)warcls of z6 Lacks, was lent up from the Prclidency. Why this Balance was un- 
known to the Refident, to the Governor General, and conlcqucntly not incruded at the fignin<rof 
the 1 reaty, will be Ihewn in its proper Place. I had pledged mylelf to the Governor Generallfor 
realizing tlie Company s B.dancc, which of courfe meant the Balance in Agitation before us at the 
Iigning of the I reaty, which had this for its declared Objed [I/).” 

To prove that Mr. Ilaftings took tlic Bribe charged in this Article, 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Ilaftings to the Court of Direaors, dated, 
Patna, 20th January 1782, from Book 29, already delivered in. 


1 acna, 20 tn January 1782. 

“ To tlic Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Diredors. 
Honourable vSir.s, 

“ While the Nabob Vizier was at Chunar, an Offer of a very conndcrablc Sum of Money w..s 
macle to me, both on h.s Part, and on that of his Minifters, as a Prelent. 1 accepted it without 
llcfitation, and g adly being entirely deftitutc ho:h of Means and Credit, whether for your 

V?*' '17 '"'^1 This Don.ition was not made in Specie, but in 

Bil s. which have been in Part only, and tardily lealizcd, being drawn on the Houlb of Gopaul 
Dais, who w.,s at the ime a Pnloner in the Hands of Cheit Sing. 1 he Remainder is in Ccurie 

tl e Puh'S ^ Th " n 7^ ^ received has been laid out in 

i Jf f u V / 7 The nominal Sum is Ten 

m viuiff! rif 7 is completed, I will tr.infmit 

to you a faithful Account of it, relignmg the Dilpolal of it entirely to the Plcafurc of Your Ho- 


(a) \'idc Appendl.x, N' XLII. 


(3) Vide Appendix, N aXLIII. 
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nourablc Court. If you lhall adjudge the Depofit to me. I Hiall confidcr it as the mod ho. 
nourable Approbation and Reward of my Labours j^nd I wilh to owe my Fortune to your 
Bounty. ^ 

« I am now in the Fiftieth Year of my Life. I have palfal Thirty-one Years in the Service of the 
Company, and the greateft Part of that Time, in Employments of the highefl: Ttuft. My Con- 
fcicncc allows me boldly to claim the Merit of Zeal and Integrity; nor has Fortune been unpropi- 
tious to their Exertions. To thelc Qualities I bound my Prctenfions. I lhall not repine, if you fliall 
deem otherwife of my Services ; nor ought your Decifion, however it may difappoint my Hope of 
a Retreat, adequate to the Confequence and Elevation of the Office which I now pofiels, to Icficn 
my Gratitude for having been fo long permitted to hold it ; fincc it has, at lead, enabled me to lay 
up a Provifion, with which I can be contented in a more humble Station. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your mod faithful, and mod 
Obedient Servant, 

Warren Hadings.*’ 


Then NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efquire was again called In. 

Did you negotiate any Loan for the Nabob in the Year 1781 

A. 1 did ncgocidtc a Loan for the Nabob; I do not cxadly remember the Time. 

How near to the Year 1781 was it, according to your Recollcftion ? 

A. I think it mud have been the End of the Year 1781. 

Q. You recolleded it very accurately Yedcrday ? 

A. It was the End of 1781. 

Was it before you joined Mr. Haflings at Chunar ? 

A. No; it was afterwards. In my Examination before the Committee lad Night, I made a 
Miftakc of Daces ; it certainly was after I favv Mr. Hadings at Chunar. 

Before what Committee do you mean ? 

A. l‘he Committee of the Honourable Managers. 

Had you any Profit or Advantage upon that Loan ? 

A. None. 

Why did the Nabob apply to you to borrow that Sum of Money ? 

A. I do not recollect that the Nabob applied particularly to bor/ow the Money ; the Intention of 
borrowing the Money was to pay off the Kdabliflunents that were difmiJled from the Nabob’s Ser- 
vice in confequence of the I’reaty ot Chunar. 

Q. You faid you negociated a Loan for the Nabob ; did he or not apply to )oa fur u’iac Pur- 

port 

A. I don’t recollcft any exprefs Application for that Purpofe ; it mull have been in Concert with 
the Minider. 

Q. Did any of the Miniders apply to you for that Purpofe? 

A. I appichend they did. 

Q 7 ‘hen the Qiicdion is. Do you know upon what Account it was that the Nabob or his 
Miniders made an Application to you to ne;:ociatc that Loan ? 

A, Becaufe the Money was wanted ; and I do not apprehend the Nabob coiiltl have borrowed 
it without I had given him Affidance at that d ime. 

Q;^ I underdand you, that the Nabob had not Credit fiom the Bankers at Lucknow without your 
Security, Did you give any Secuiity for ilic Money ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Do you mean to fay, that the Nabob would not have had Credit, without your interp >rHig 
to give him Credit by negg^^ iating the Loan ? 

A. I apprehend he would nor, 

Q^ Did you give any Security ? 

A. No, no Sccuiity ; but I prornifed to repay the Money out of the fn'l I unds I mould be* 
come poffcffed of: I gave no Security, 

What were thofe Funds ? 

A. The Nabob’s Funds. 

Qi How were you to be in Poffeffjon of them ? 

A. By the Affignments I had upon the Country From the Produce of rhe Affignmtnti I was 
i^PoffeffiC^ of. 

Q, Were 
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Were thofe AfTignments made for the Purpofc of repaying this Sum ? 

A. I'hey were given for the publick S^ice in general not exprefsly for this Purpofc. If it fs 
not wafting your Lordfliips* Time, I hKfthat Part of my Defence may be read from which this 
is taken ; where it will appear for what Purpofc this Money was taken up. 

Read, the following Extraft of Mr. Middleton’s Defence, from Book 8i, already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 59. 

“ When 1 took Charge of the Office of Collcftor of the Vizier’s Aflignments to the Company, 
this Balance upon the Relident’s Book, clofcd to the End of the Fuflullec Year 1 1 87, was 3a Lacks| 
exclufive of 10; Lacks Army Donation. In the Year 1188, it encrcafed 12 Lacks, making 44 
Lacks, when the Governor General arrived at Benares, the Beginning of 1189. To difeharge fo 
tnvicli of this Balance as was due to the Company, therefore, was the Objeft of the Treaty; and to 
cnlurc the Accompliftimcnt of it in the fliorteft Time poffible, a Plan was laid down, one Part of 
which was, the Sufpenfion of fundry current Claims upon the Nabob, fuch as Mr. Wombwell's 
Office, and the Temporary and Cavalry Brigadeers ; which together amounted to fo heavy an 
P’xpence, that, with the Continuance of them, even the current annual Claim could not be an- 
fwered, nuich lei's the abovementioned Balance liquidated. But the Year 1180, from unforefeen 
Events, was already begun ere the Treaty was figned, and thefc large Bodies could not be removed 
without fome previous Notice : Between two and three Months were affigned them for Preparation, 
in which Time, it was fuppofed, fufficient Eunds would have been forthcoming for their Difeharge. 
'i'he paying them off involved another Balance of Arrears to them refpedively, not included in 
the Balance of 1 187 and 1188, to the Company. Thcfe Arrears further fwcllecl in their Amount, 
becaufe the monthly Collcftions, to the Period of their Difeharge, were not equal to their Pay and 
Arrears, and a Provifton for the other indifpenfible Dilburfements of my Office, which obliged me 
to devile other Means of liquidating them. Accordingly, after long Negotiation, attended with 
much Difficulty, I accompliffied a Loan at the Beginning of the Year, on my own Credit, of 10 
Lacks i without which Exertion, the Rcfourccs of the whole Year would have becn'cloggcd with 
the incrcafing Amount of thefe Arrears (a)'* 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

What was the Amount of the Lo.in you negociated ? 

A. Ten Lacks. 

Q. Do you think the Nabob could not have obtained it from Goopal Dafs, at Benares ? 

A. I do not apprehend he could at that Time. 

Q. Did you ever, at any Time, know the Nabob to be in greater Diftrefs, than he was at the 
Time he left Lucknow, to join Mr. Haftings at Chunar ? 

A. No : I believe he was in as great Diftrefs as at any Time I had known him. It was at the 
Beginning of the Year, before the Collcflions of the Country came in ; confequently, he .was 
left very much without Rcfources. 

Did Mr, Haftings inform you, that the Nabob, immediately upon his Arrival at Chunar, 
had given him a Prefent of One hundred ihoufand Pounds i 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did you leave Lucknow with the Nabob ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did Haffcin Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, accompany you and the Nabob to 
Chunar ? 

A. Haffcin Reza Cawn did; Hyder Beg Cawn, I believe, went on the Day before, and 
arrived at Chunar before the Nabob. 

Q. Did you fend, or caufe to be fent, any Sum of Money from Lucknow to Benares, during 
the Troubles at that Time at Benares ? 

A. I do recollcft a Sum of Money being remitted, by Means of Major Roberts, who com- 
manded a Comp.iny of Sepoys ; and he cicoricd the Treafure down to Chunar. 

By vvhofc Order ? 

A. By Mr. Haftings’s Order. 

To what Purpofc did you underftand the Money to be deftined ? 

A. I undcrrtootl it was deftined for the Payment of the Troops at Chunar. 

Did Mr. Haftings at that Time exprefs himfclf to you as under great Apprehenflon for want of 
Money to pay tJic 'I’roops ? 

A. As I rccolleft, the Order of Mr. Haftings for the Remittance of this Money was by Lcttef. 
before I had joined him at Chunar. 


Q. But 


(«) Vide Appendix, N- XLIV. 
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But after you had joined him at Chunar, did Mr. i ladings exprefs liimfrlf under any Ap- 
prehenfion for Want of Money to pay the Troops ? » ^ 

A. I do not recolltdt that he exprefled himfclf to me j^ticularly j but 1 have heard he was 
much diftreffed for Money to pay the Troops, and under Apprchenlion for liie Conllqucnccs but 
I cannot fay he ever exprefled himfelf in that Way to me. 

Did Mr. Haflings ever make any Mention to you, while at Chunar, of his having rcc.iveJ 
this Frefent of Ten Lacks, or £. 100,000 ? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you firft hear Mr. Haftings had taken the Prefent ? 

A. I am not certain I heard of it before my Arrival in England. It is poflible I might, but 1 
cannot charge my Memory with it. I think the firft Time 1 heard of it was after iny^Arrival in 
England. 

Was not you at that Time confidentially employed by Mr. Haftings in negociating the Treaty 
of Chunar with the Nabob, or his Miniftry, or with both ? 

A. I was in Mr. Haftings’ Confidence very much at that Time, as I conceived, and w.is em- 
ployed between him and the Nabob in fuch Negociations with the Nabob as Mr. Haftings himfelf 
did not perfonally engage in. 

Had you not at that Time a Knowledge of the State of the Nabob’s Treafury, and alfo of 
all his Refources ? 

A. Noi I cannot fay I had an intimate Knowledge of it. 

What Degree of Knowledge had you of them j becaufe you faid Juft now you thought lie 
never was poorer ? 

A. I did conceive he was in very poor Circumftanccs at that Time with refpeft to Treafure. 

Q. Had you any, and what Sort of Knowledge of the State of hisTreafures, or of the State of liis 
Refources f 

A. I had no pofitivc Knowledge of the State of his Trcafurcs, it was only from my own Belief, 
and his own Complaints. 

Do you think Mr. Haftings could have entirely concealed the Receipt of this Frefent from 
you, who were confidentially employed by him in the Negociaiion between him and the Nabob, 
without a confiderable Degree of Care and Management ? 

A. 1 conceive that fome Care muft certainly have been ufed to conceal it, or I fliould probably 
have come to the Knowledge of it. 

Do you conceive the Prefent was made in Money or Bills •, or do you know in what Man- 
ner the Money was paid ? 

A. I fliould imagine it muft have been made in Bills : I do not fpeak from any pofitivc Know- 
ledge of the Faft. 

Have you any Reafon to know it was made in Bills ? 

A. No other, than that I conceive fo large a Sum of Money could not have been tranfported 
without my being acquainted with it. 

Had you notyourfelf confiderable Tranfafiions with all the great Bankers with whom the 
Nabob had Dealings or Connexions ? 

A. Yes : I conceive I had TranfaXions with moft of them. 

Qj^ Had you Connexions with Gopaul Dofs of Benares ? 

A. Gopaul Dofs had an Agent at Lucknow, with whom a great P.irt of the Company’s Bufinefs 
was managed. 

Q. And confequently you had TranfaXions with him ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi When you firft heard of this Prefent being given to Mr. Haftings, in what Manner did you 
underftand it was made ? 

A. I cannot recblleCf in what Manner it was communicated to me ; I rather think the firft I 
heard of it was from the Papers publiftied from the Reports of the Committee. 

Did you not hear it was in Bills from Gopaul Dofs ? 

A. Yes, from thofe Papers •, but I knew nothing of it in India. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to this as any Evidence. 

Qj_ Whether you know any Circumftanccs which would have enabled the Nabob to borrow 
Ten Lacks from Gopaul Dofs for the Purpofc of making Mr. Haftings a Frefent, when he could 
not borrow any Sum for the Purpofc of paying his own Troops, or for any other Purpole f 

A. No, 1 do not know how he could have tranfaXed it. 

6 Z 
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Do you know whether he had Credit with Gopaul Dofs, or had you any Means of knowing 
it ? . V. . 

A. No, I had no Means of knowii^ it pofitively. 

(X Had you, or not, any Means of knowing the Extent of the Nabob’s Credit with Gopaul 
Dols ? 

A. No certain Means: When I faid, the Nabob, I fuppofed, would not hove had Credit to 
have borrowed the Stun of Money I afTifted him in borrowing, I did not mean to fay, he might not 
have Rcfourccs within himfclf to pay it i he had Rcl’ources piobably within himlclr, that 1 was not 
acquainted with. 

But when he wanted Money, you faid, you thought your Interpofition was neceflary to raife 
that Money ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is from your Obfervation of his Circumftances ? 

A. Yes. 

Would not thofcTen Lacks, which you (late to have been given to Mr. Haftings at Chunar, 
have anfwered the Purpofe for which the Nabob bon owed the Ten Lacks irom you ? — What was 
the Difference in Point of Time ? 

A. I imagine about Six Weeks or Two Months after my Arrival. 

Q. Need he have borrowed Ten Lacks more, if he had had that which was given to Mr. Haffings? 

A. No, he would have had no Occafion for it. 

Then the following Letter from Mr. Palmer to Mr. Middleton was read, from Mr. 
Middleton's Letter-Book, marked C. 


To Nathaniel Middleton Efquirc. 

‘‘ Sir, 

** The Governor General defires, that you will plcafe to order an Efcort for fuch Treafure, as 
the Gomaftah of Gopaul Dofs has to tranfporc from Lucknow to Benares, for the publick Service, 
from Time to Time. 

“ I am, Sir, 

Benares, Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

24th Odober 1781. (Signed) William Palmer, Military Secretaiy.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Q. Was it ufual for you to receive Orders through Major Palmer, refpefting the publick 
Trc^urcs ? 

A. This is the only one I recollcft to have received. 

Whether you have any Reafon to know or believe, that the Treafure afterwards taken from the 
Begum, enabled the Nabob to difeharge thofc Bills upon Gopaul Dofs, that were given to Mr. 
Haftings ? — Do you know any Thing of the Difeharge of thole Bilh ? 

A. No, 1 do not. 

Do you know any Thing of the Application of the Treafure which was raifed from the 
Begums ? 

A. It was paid to the Rcfident, upon the Company’s Account. 

The Queffion is, Whether you know if the Application of any Part of that Treafure went to 
Gopaul Dols, to pay thofc Bills ? 

A. I believe not. 

From what other Fund do you think the Nabob paid thofc Bills, at the Time Mr. Haff’n^.s 
ftates them to have been realized f — Do you know any Thing of the Manner in which Go^jaol 
Dofs was rcimburfed for his Advance^ to Mr. Haftings f 

A. No, I do not ; I apprehend it muft have been from the Revenues of the Nabob’s Country. 

Do you know at what Time Gopaul Dofs was rcimburfed for the Advance he made for the 
Nabob to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. No, I do not. 

Had you not in January 1*782, at the Time of fc’zing the Begum’s Treafures, Aflignmtnts 
and Claims wh:ch covered all the Revenues or the Country that were at tac Nabob's Dd- 
pofal ? 

The Queftion repeated at the Defire of the Witnefs. 

A. No, certainly nor, 

The 
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The Managers for the Commons being alked, What they meant by the Word 
« Claims” made Anfwer,. “ Demands on the Pa« of the Company.” 

Then the following Q^elfion was put to the Witt's : 

Whether the Aflignments you adually had, and the Claims you were at that Time prefline 
for, t.iking them together, would not have covered the whole Revenues of the Country i ^ ° 

A. As I underrtand the C^eftion now, 1 mult anfwer it in a different Manner: As I underftood 
it before, it was, whether I had AITignmcnts covering the whole Revenue ot the Country-, to which 
I anfwercd, I certainly had not; — but if the publick Claims were alfo added, and Affignnunts ob- 
tained for the Whole, they, clearly would have covered all tlie Revenue the Nabob lud to difpOlc 

0 ^* 

Cii Then, could the Nabob have found Means of paying this Prefent in January 1782, without 
holding back from the Company fome Part of that Property upon which you had Aliignnieius foi, 
and which you were prefling for Aflignments upon ? * 

A. No i I do not know any Rcfources he had. 

From what Funds or Rcfources do you believe the Nabob offered a Second Prefent of 1 oo.oool. 
to Mr. Haftings, after receiving the Treafureof the Begums? Do you know of any Second Pretuit 
being offered to Mr. Mailings ? 

A. I hope your Lordihips will cxculc my anfwcring that Queftion, as I conceive it may crimi- 
nate myielf. 

Here the Clerk read over the Queftion to the Witnefs, and the Anfwer. 

Q. Do you know of a Second Prefent being offered Mr. Haflings? 

A. I iiopc your Lordfhips will excufe my anfwcring that Queftion, as I conceive it may 
criminate tpyfelf. ■' 

Do you know of a Prefent being offered through any other Medium than yourfclf ? 

A. No. 

The Queftion then is. Did the Nabob offer a Prefent through you to Mr. Haflings ? 
Queftion objeded to. 

Q. Whether you conceive yourfclf to have been fufpeaed and charged by Mr. Haflings with 
having received a Sum of Money yourfclf upon Account of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. No ; I was not charged ; but 1 received a Letter from Mr. Haflings, which I confidered 
as an Implication of taking Money. 

Q^ What Reply did you make to that Implication? 

A. I made a moft Iblemn Uifavowal of it, and of every Imputation of the Kind that it was in 
my Power to make, offering at the fame Time to confirm upon Oath what I then wrote to Mr. 
Haflings, 

Did Mr. Johnfon, the Afliftant Refidcnt, make the fame Difavowal ? Was he charged alfo? 

A. The Imputation feemed to be direfted to us Two. 

Q;^ Do you know any Thing of Mr. Johnfon’s having made fuch Avowal ? 

A. We made a joint Difavowal. 

Did you never hear from Mr. Johnfon, or from Hyder Beg Cawn, any Mention whatever, 
at any Time while he was in India, of this Prefent ? 

A. No i I don’t fccolleft that I ever did. 

Q^ Do you know from what Fund the Eaft India Company’s Forces were paid, from the Time 
of the Troubles downwards till the 20th of January 1782 ? 

A. No } I do not know of any other than the Remittance I have ftated, made from Lucknow. 
That, I take it for granted, went in part Payment of the Army ; but it could only make a fmall 
Part. 

Q^ What was the Amount of that Remittance? 

A. Only One Lack of Rupees. 

That was the Rvpittance under the Efcort of Major Roberts ? 

A. Yes. 

Do you know what the Pay of the Army at Chunar would amount to at the Period I have 
mentioned ? 

A. I do not know what that Army confifted of. 


QiDo 
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Q. Do you know whether Mr. Haftings fupplied the Army with Money during that Timf, 
or ^y Tart of that Time, borrowed op^ his own private Credit, or how otherwife ? ’ 

A. 1 have no Knowledge of it. ^ 

Q_ Whether, prior to the Time of the Vizier’s Departure from Lucknow to Chunar, in De- 
cember 1781, he had his ufual Train of Attendants and Servantt about him, and whether he 
lived in his ufual State ? 

A. I obferved no Difference whatfoever. 

Was the ufual State of the Vizier that of a very confiderable Prince, fplendid and expen- 
five, or do you know what it was ? 

A. It muft have been very expenfivc, his Attendants were very numerous. 

And as great as any other Indian Prince ? 

^ It was the grcatell I ever law in Point of Splendour and Appearance. 

Q. Do you not know, that after the Treaty of Chunar, and after the Arrangements that took 
P1.1CC upon it, the Sum of 40 Lacks, or 400,000 1 . a Year, was fet apart for the private Expences 
of the Vizier ? 

A. I do not rccollciff theexaft Sum, but between 30 and 40 Lacks. 

Whether in faying as you did juft now, that the Affignments and Claims of the Company 
would have covered the Whole of the Revenues, you meant to include thofc 40 Lacks, or only the 
llcmaindcr of the Revenues, after deduding the 30 or 40 Lacks that were let apart for his own 
private Eftablilhment ? 

A. 1 believe it would not have left the 40 Lacks free. 

Do you know what was the aiftual Amount of the Affignments ? 

A. I do not at this Time rccollcft the Amount. 

Have you any Knowledge of the Amount of the Claims, or the Affignments you had f 

A. 1 cannot from Memory Rate it. 

Qi Have you any Knowledge of the Extent of the Nabob’s Revenues One Year with another ? 

A. I recoiled the Grofs Revenue of the Nabob’s Country was about Two Crorcs and 45 Lacks, 
happening to look into my Defence this Morning, where it is mentioned, and, I fuppofe, upon 
good Authority. 

Have you any Notion what the net Revenue was ? 

A. I cannot venture to fpeak with any Accuracy as to that. 

Do Two Crores and 25 Lacks amount to 2,250,000!. Sterling Money ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whether the Troops allcmbled with Mr. Haftings, at Chunar, at the Time you came down 
to Chunar from Lucknow, were not very confiderably in Arrear in their Pay ? 

A. I underftood they were confiderably in Arrear. 

Do you know how many Months Pay were due to them at that Time f 

A. 1 cannot fay how many Months they were in Arrear ; I underftood they were very confider- 
ably in Arrear. 

Q. Whether you .apprehend it might have been very dangerous to the Britilh Intereft in India,' 
and coiilidenng the Situation of the Provinces at that Time, that the Troop^ould be left con- 

fulerably in Arrear ? 

A. It mult depend a good Deal upon how much they were in Arrear \ the Troops in India arc 
ufed to be in Arrear, therefore I conceive if they were not much in Arrear they would not. 

Do you know of the Forces under Captain Williams and Major Macdonald delerting, and 
turning their Arms againft them, for Want of their Pay ? 

A. I do not know the Fait of my own Knowledge-, but I heard that very confiderable 
Bodies of Troops did leave their Officers, particularly Captain Williams ; and thofe trf Major 
Macdonald I have heard did. 

Q, (iy the Managtrs). Whether you do not know that it is one of the Charges againft the 
Begums, that they excited the Troops to defert their Officers ? 

A. It appears lo, upon the Affidavits that were taken refpedling that Bufinels. 

Q. Is the long Want of Pay alledged, in any Part of that Charge, as the Caule of that 

Mutiny f 

A. I do not rccollcft it is. 

What SiiiKition was Mr. Johnfon in ? 

A. Mr. Johnion, here mentioned, was, no Doubt, my Affiftant at Lucknow. 
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Read, the following Extraft of Appendix to a Confultation of 12 June 1783, 
from Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 182 of the fame Book. 

« Exiraft of a Letter from Mr. Johnfon, to the Governor General at Benares, dated at 

Lucknow, 28 December 1781. 

« Your Letter of the 24th is juft arrived, ordering the temporary Brigade to be again put on 
the Vizier’s Lift, which the late Treaty had juft cafed him of. Nothing Ids than Blows can effedb 
this‘ for he is not even able to pay off the Arrears ftill due to it for the la(i Year, which, with 
the 2^ Months ftipulated by the Treaty, amount to 9 Lacks, by Mr. Day’s Statement. Upwards 
of 1 2^ Lacks have been paid to Mr. Wombwcll, befides Remittances made to the 2d Brigade and 
Colonel Muir; and fcarce 6 Lacks have yet been colleflcd ; a hard Sf^ain of private Credit alone 
has made thefc large extra Payments; and total Rum muft inevitably be the Confequence of any 
Interruption in the Recovery of the Money advanced. However, this is merely a private Confi- 
dcration, and therefore cannot weigh in publick Meafures but in a publick Light. The Troops 
being all in Arrears, and no Poffibility of orcfcnt Payment, fo large a Body aflcmbled here without 
any Means in Hand to check or controul them, nothing but Diforder could follow. 

‘‘ As one Proof that the Nabob is as badly off for Funds as wc are, 1 may inform you that 
his Cavalry rofe this Day upon him, and went all armed to the Palace to demand from 13 to 18 
Months Arrears due to them; and with great Difficulty * perfuaded to retire, which was probably ” SiemOns* 
more effefted by a Body of Troops getting under Arms to go againrt them, than any other Con- 
fidcration (n).” 


Read, the following Extrafl from Mr. Middleton’s Defence, from Book 81, Page 73. 

“ Let me here be permitted to obferve, that had the whole Claims and Expectations of the 
Year been perfiftcJ in, they would have amounted to near Double the Nabob’s Net Revenue, 

viz. ’ . ^ 

Current Claims — — “ 76,00,000 

Chunar Balance, including Donation — 55,00,000 

Further Balance, to April 1779 ~ — 26,00,006 

Ditto, April 1780 — — 14,00,000 

Major Palmer’s Claims ~ — 82,00,000 


2,5-:, 00, 000 

Upwards of Two Crorcs and a Half, befides Arrears to Troops recalled and Failures above ex- 
plained, for which the Minifter raifed 25 or 26 Lacks more. The Nabob’s net Revenue, to^ my 
Knowledge, never exceeded a Crore and a Half, but generally fell very (hort of that Sum (^). . 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

0 ^ You faid, you had looked at fome Book this Morning ; is that the Book you looked at ? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Does that fgr^fli you with the Account you gave, that the Nabob’s grofs Revenue was 
Two Crore Twenty-five Lacks ? 

A. It docs. 

« 

Q, {from a Lord.) What were the Army Donations ? ^ ^ , rr 

A. A Sum of Money engaged by Sujah Dowlah, the late Vizicr, for the Company s Iroops 

employed in the Rohilla Campaign. 

Is it dillindt from the ordinary Pay ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were underftood to fay, there were Four Lacks of Rupees fent frem Lucknow to 
Chunar ; did you mean to fay there were Four Lacks lent, or that there was only One 
A. Only One. 


The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercttrij, 30 ’ Jprilis 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houle refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would now proceed 
to fubmit to their Confideration further Evidence refpefting the Pielent received by 
Mr. Haftings at Chunar; namely, Mr. Haftings’s own Account of that Tranfartion i 
his Acknowledgment of it to the Court of Direftors, when, as he Innifelf itatcs, it 
could be no longer concealed j and his Application to the Company to have it allowed 
to himfelf. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, and produced a Paper indorfed as 
follows : 

Cheltenham, nth July 17^5. 

« Letter from Warren Haftings Efquirc, in Anfwer to the Court’s Letter to Bengal, by the 
Surprize, refpefting Prefents received by him in Bengal*, read in Court 13th Ditto.” 

The fame was delivered to the Counfel for the Defendant, and by them fliewn to 
the Defendant, who acknowledged the Signature to be his Hand Writing. 

Read, the fame, as follows : 

William Dcvayncs Efquirc, Chairman of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ Sir, 

The Honourable Court of Dire<ftors, In their General Letter to Bengal by the Surprife, dated 
the i6th March 1784, were pleafed to exprefs their Defire, that I fliould inform them of the Pe- 
riods when each Sum of the Prefents mentioned in my Add refs of the zzd May 1782, was re- 
ceived } what were my Motives for withholding the fcvcral Receipts from the Knowledge ot the 
Council, or of the Court of Direftors *, and what were my Reafons for taking Bonds lor Part of 
ihefe Sums, and for paying other Sums into the Treafury as Depofits on my own Account. 

I have been kindly apprized, that the Information required as above is yet expeded from 
me. I hope that the Circumftances of my pad Situation, when confiJered, will plead my Ex- 
cufe for having thus long withheld it. The Fail is, that I was not at the Prefidency when the 
Surprife arrived j and when I returned to it, my Time and Atiention were fb entirtly engrolkd 
to the Day of my final Departure from it, by a Variety of other more important Occupations, 
of which. Sir, I may fafely appeal to your Teftimony, grounded on the large Portion cofitributcd 
by myfclf, of the Volumes which compofe our Confultations of that Period, that the Submif- 
fion, which my Refpeft would have enjoined me to pay to the Command impofed on me, was loft 
to my Recollcftion, perhaps from the ftronger Imprelllon which the firft and diflant I'eruEI uf 
it had left on my Mind, that it was rather intended as a Reprehenfion, for lomething which had 
given Offence in my Report of the original Tranfadion, than ascxprclTivc of any Want of a fur- 
ther Elucidation of it. . . a j * 

I will now endeavour to reply to the different Queftions which have been dated to me, in 
ts explicit a Manner as I am able. To fuch Information as I can give, the Honourable 
Court is fully entitled ; and where that (hall prove defective, I will point out the eafy Means 
by which it may be rendered more complete. 

“ Firft, I believe I can affirm with Certainty, that the fcveral Sums mentioned in the Account 
tranfmiited with my Letter above mentioned, were received at, or within a very few Days of 
the Dates which arc prefixed to them in the Accounts. But as this contains only the gro s 

Sums, and each of thefe was received in different Payments, though at no great Diftancc of 

1 imc. 
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Time, I cannot therefore aflign a grey.r Degree of Accuracy to the Account. Perhaps the 
Honourable Court will judge this fufWient for any Purpofe to which their Inquiry was dircfted j 
but if it (liould not be fo, I will beg leave to refer for a rnorc minute Information, and for the 
Means of making any inveftigation which they may think it proper to diredf, rcfpedling the Par- 
ticulars of this TranfaCtion, to Mr. Larkins your Accountant General, who was privy to every 
I’roccls of it, and pofleffed, as I believe, the original Paper which contained the only Account 
that I ever kept of it. In this each Receipt was, as I recolleft, fpecifically inferted with the 
Name of the IVrfon by whom it was made-, and 1 (ball write to him to defire that he will furnilh 
you with the Paper iilclf, if it is Hill in Being, and in his Hands, or with whatever he can dif. 

tiixHly rccolleft coiiceining it. , wr i i r i o -i 

‘‘ For my Motives for with-holding the fcveral Receipts from the Knowledge of the Council, or 

of the Court of Dircaors, and for taking Bonds for Part ot thJc Sums, and paying others into the 
Ticalury .is Dipofits on my own Account, I h.ive generally accounted in my Letter to the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors, o( the 2aii May 1782 •, namely, that ‘ I cither chofe to conceal 
‘ the (irlt Receipts from publick Curiofity, by receiving Bonds for the Amount) or pofTibly afled 
‘ without any (Uidied Delign which my Memory, at that Dilfance of Time, could verify v and that 
‘ 1 did not think it worth my Care, toOblcrve the lame Means with the reft. It will not be expeff- 
ed, that I (bould be able to give a more correift Explanation of my Intentions, after a Lapfe of I'hrec 
Years, having declared at the Time that many P.irticulars had eft aped my Remembrance i neither 
(hall I aticmpt to add more than the clearer Affirmation of the Eaifts implied in that Report of them, 
and fuch Inferences as ncce/I'arily, or with a ftrong Probability, follow them. I have faid, that 
the I hree Hrft Sums of the Account were paid into the Company’s Treafury without paffing 
tlirougli my Hands, l lie Second of thclc was forced into Notice by its Deftination and Applica- 
tion to ilie Kxpence of a Detachment, which was formed and employed againft Mahdajcc Scintia, 
under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac, as I particularly apprifed the Court of Di- 
redors, in my Letter of the 29th December 1780. The other Two were certainly not intended, 
wlicii 1 received them, to be made publick, though intended for publick Service, and aftually 
applied to it. Tlie Exigencies of the Government were at that Time my own, and every PrelTure 
upon it refted with its full Weight upon my Mind. Wherever 1 could find allowable Means of 
relieving thole Wants, I eagerly feized them } but neither could it occur to me as neceflTary, to ttatc 
on our Piocecdings every little Aid which I could thus procure, nor do I know how I could have 
Bated it, without appearing to court Favour by an Ortentation which I dildained, nor without the 
Chance of exciting the Jealoufy of my Colleagues by the conftruaive AfiTenion of a leparate and 
unparticipated Merit derived from the Influence of my Station, to which they might have laid an 
equal Claim: I Ibould have deemed it particularly diflionouiable to receive, for my own Ufe, 
Money tendered by Men of a certain Clafs, from whom 1 liatl interdided the Receipt of Prefenw 
to my Inferiors, and bound them by Oath not to receive them : I was therefore more than ordi- 
narily cautious to avoid the Sufpicion of it, which would fcarcely have failed to light upon me 
bad I lulFcicd the Money to be brought direftly to my own Houfe, or to that ot any Perfon 
known to be in Truft for me •, for thefe Reafons I cauled it to be tranfported immediately to the 
Trealury. There I well know. Sir, it could not be received without being palled to lome Credit, and 
this could only be done by entering it as a Loan, or as a Depofit. The firft was the Icaft liable 
to Rfflcilion, and therefore I had obviouOy Recourfe to it. Why the Second Sum was intended as 
a Depofit, I am utterly ignorant. PolTibly it was done without any fpeci.1l Diieilion from mei 
poffibly becaufe it was the fimplcft Mode of Entry, and therefore preferred, as the Tranfaftion 
itfclf did not require Concealment, having been already avowed. 

“ Althougli 1 am firmly perfuaded that thefe were my Sentiments on the Occafion, yet I will 
not affirm tliat they were. Though I feel their Impreffion as the Remains of a Series of Thoughts 
retained on my Memory, I am not certain that they may not have been produced by fubl'equent 
Reflcdlion on the princip.il E'aft, combining with it the probable Motives of it. Of this I am cer- 
tain, that it was my Defign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all the Sums, except the 
Second, even from the Knowledge of the Court of Dirciftors. They had anfwered my Purpofe of 
publick Utility ; and I had ilmoft totally difmifTed them from my Remembrance. But when For- 
tune threw a Sum in my Way of a M.ignitude which could not be concealed, and the peculiar 
Delicacy of my Situation the l ime in which I received it, made me more circumfpeft of Ap- 
pearances, I chofe to apprife my Employers of it, which I did haftily and generally ; haftily» 
perhaps, to prevent the Vigilance and Aftivity of fccrct Calumny ) and generally, becaufc I knew 
not the exaa Amount of the Sum of which I was in the Receipt, but not in the full PolTeffion : I 
promiled to acquaint them with the Rcfult as foon as I (bould be in PolTeffion of it », and in the 
Performance of my Promili; 1 thought it confiftent with it, to add to the Account all the former 
Appropriations of the fame Kind •, my good Genius then foggefting to me, with a Spirit of Cau- 
tion, which might have (pared me the Trouble of this Apology, had I univcrlally attended to it, 
that if I had fiipprclTcd them, and they were afterwardi known, I might be a(kcd, what were my 
Motives for with holding Part of thefe Receipts from the Knowledge of the Court of Dirciftors, 
and intorming them of the reft. 

“ It being my WKb to clear up every Doubt upon this Tranfaftion which cither my own Mind 
could fuggeft, or which may have been foggefted by others ) 1 beg Leave to luppofe another 
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Qiieftion, and to ftate the Terms of it in my Repfy, by inking you that the Indorfemcnt on the 
^nds was made about the Period of my leavmg the PrcfitWcy in the Middle of the Year 1781, 
in order to guard againft their becoming a Claim on the Company as Part of my F.lhte, in the 
£vent of my Death occurring in the Courfe of the Scryicc on which I was then entering, 

“ This, Sir, is the plain Hifliory of the Tranfaftion. I (houid be alhamed to requeft that you 
would communicate it to the Honourable Court of Diredors, whofe Time is too valuable for the 
Intrufion of a Subjeft fo uninterefling, but that it is become a Point of indifpenfable Duty ; I mull 
therefore requeft the Favour of you to lay (t at a convenient Time before them. In addrelTing it 
to you perfonally, I yield to my own Feelings of the Refpeft whi.h is due to them as a Body, and 
to the Afluranccs which I derive from your experienced Civilities, that you will kindly overlook 
the Trouble impofed by it*> 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

“ Cheltenham, Your very humble, and 

the i ith July 1785. Molt obedient Servant, 

“ Warren Haftings.” 

Then the Witnels produced Book 82, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 2d June 
to 30th Ditto, 1783.” 

Read, the following Letter to the Governor General, dated Fayzabad, loth January 
1782, and (igned Nath. Middleton, from a Confultation of j 2th June 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 226 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 12th June 1783. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The HohoUrablc Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident j 
Edward Whcler, 1 
John M'Phcrfon, >Efquircs. 

John Stables, J 

“ Letter from Mr. Middleton to Warren Haftings Efquire. 

I was honoured with your Letter of the ift inftant on the Road, as alfo your fubfequent 
Commands of the ad and 3d ; to which I lhall pay the moft fubmilTive Obedience, and at prefent 
trouble you with no other Obfervations on the Points they contain, excepting a Paragraph in the 
firft, to which it is indifpenfably incumbent on me immediately to reply, left an Acculation it im- 
plies, though not abfolutely applied, nor, 1 am perfuaded, meant to be imputed to me, Ihould, 
by any Mifeeprefentation or Mifconftruiftion, be attempted to be forced upon you againft me. 

“ I do not know that any other Gentlemen than Mr. Johnfon and myfelf were employed be- 
tween you and the Nabob, in the Agreement you concluded with his Excellency at Cnunar } we 
therefore jointly fubferibe to the following Atteftation, which we lhall be ready at any Time to 
confirm by a more formal Oath, if defircd : 

“ We do moft fulemnly declare before God, and upon our Honours, That we never have cither 
“ of us, in Facf or Idea, received, or been tendered or promifed, direftly or indireffly, any Be- 
“ nefit whatfoever, by any Perfon living, in Confidcration of any one or the Whole of the Articles 
“ fpecified or contained in the Agreement concluded between you and the Nabob Vizier, of the 
“ 19th September laft. 

“ Nath. Middleton, 

“ R. Johnfon.” 

If the above Iblemn Afleveration can have Effeft in counterafting any Mifreprefentations 
which it is poftible may have been made or fuggefted to you on this Subjedi, we chearfully and 
voluntarily offer it. 

« I have the Honour, &c. &c. 

“ Fayzabad, Nath, Middleton, 

the loth January 1782. at the Court of the Vizier. 

“ P. S. Your Letter of the 31ft Ultimo, through your Military Secretary, I can return no 
Anfwer to, as I am utterly unable to exprefs what I feel and have felt upon it. I cnclofe a Copy 
of it, ftill willing to indulge a flattering Hope, that upon Re-perufal it may appear to you more 
ftvere than my Confeicnce tells me my Conduft, in the inftance alluded to, has merited. 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

“ Nath. Middleton.” (a) 

Then the Witnefi produced a Book, Intituled, « Mifcellaneous Letters, fent 1776 to 
• 7 i^i »” marked witli the Letter E. 

(a) Vide Appendix, N’ XLVIL 
7 B 


Read, 
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Read, the following Letter frMn the fame : 

» To Mr. WilliamCarkins, Accountant General, Fort William. 

<c Sir 

« In the Abfence of Mr. Middleton, I have the Honour to tranfmit you a Receipt of the Pay. 
maftcr of the Second Brigade, dated the 19th inftant, for Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees One Lack 
cighty.eight thoufand three hundred and cighey-feven, Six Annas and Three Pice# 

Fyz' 16 S* S* Rupees 1,88,387 .6.3. 

** I have the Honour to be, 


“ Lucknow, 
the 2 2d Auguft 1781. 


Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) “ J. C. Middleton, 

“ A&* CoP Viz" Aflignm*’ to the Hon'”* Cotnp\’* 


Read, alfo, the following Letter from the fame Book. ; ^ 

“ From Mr. Middleton to M'. Roberts. 

“ To Major William Roberts, commanding the 30th Regiment of &poys, 

' “ T.ucknow. 


« Having received an Order, from the Collcftor of bis Excellency the Vizier’s Affignenenu to 
the Honourable Company, to deliver into your Charge One Lack of Rupees i I herewith tjo (nyfclf the 
PIcafurc to for ward you that Sum, in a Tumbril, agreeably to the inclofcd Invoice. This '1 rcafurc 
you will be pleafcd to deliver to the Honourable the Governor General on your Arrival at Chunar. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 


“ Lucknow, 
the 30th Auguft, 1781. 


Sir, 


your moft obedient, humble Servant. 

(Signed) “ J. C. Middleton, 

“ Afs' to the CoP Vizier’s Aflignm", &c.’* 


Read, the following Extraft from the Governor General’s Narrative, before deli- 
vered in, beginning at the Appendix, Part II. Page 145, of the Calcutta Edition. 

“ Nom. 127. 

“ To Edward Whcler, Efquire. 

ic 

‘‘ I beg Leave to introducci through you, to the Notice of the Boafd, an inftance of Zeal and 
Attachment to our Government, which, from the peculiar Circumftances under which it was ex- 
hibited, merits both a Place in our Records, and a publick and warm Acknowledgement. 

“ It will be remembered, that a principal Objeftof my Journey to thefc Provinces was to obtain 
and facilitate an Interview at Banaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the Minifter of Rajah* Moodajec 
Boottah, for the Purpofe of cfFcding a final Ailjuftment of the political Concerns of our Govern- 
ment, and that of Bcrar. The Death of Dewaugur Pundit, the News of which reached me fwo 
Days before my Arrival at Banaris, and which I regret with the moft fenfiblc Concern, difappointed 
all the Hopes which I had conceived of forming by his Means a folid and lafting Alliance with the 
Court of Bcrar. r j • 

“ I was attended in my Journey from Calcutta by Bencram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajec 
Booda, with his Brother Biffumbcr Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Rcfidcnce with me in 
that Capacity, had given me conftant Proofs of a fincere Difpofuion to promote the Intcrefts or 
our Government, whilft he exerted himfelf to advance thofc of his Maftcr. 

‘‘ When I retreated from Banaris, Bencram Pundit and his Brother, on the fifft Intelligence ot 
my Departure, followed, and, unattended by a finglc Servant, joined me in the March, refilling all 
iny Intrcatics, and even Injunctions, to return to Banaris, where tneir whole Family refided, and 
where they might have remained in perfcCl Eafc and Security. 

On my Arrival at Chunar I found myfelf in great and irremediable Diftrefs for Want of Money. 
I'hc Troops were fomc Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheit Sing had the 
Country on all Sides at his Devotion, I had not the fmallcft ProfpcCl of obtaining Supplies, until the 
Motion of our Troops from different C^iartcrs Ihould open a Communication. It was with Dirn- 
culty that I found Means to raife fo fmall a Sum .as 2,500 Rupees, to diftributc among the Sepoys 
for tlicir prcfiing Ncccfilties, 1 muft add, though foreign from my immediate Sul^eft, that the 
Sepoys bore their Diftrefles without cxprefTing the Icaft Impatience under them. 

Being accuftomed, from my Experience of the intcreft which Bencram Pundit had always 
taken in the Succefi of our Affairs, and as a Kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him ^ 
greater Freedom of Communication than other Perfons in his Situation, I occafionally 
to him, without any Expcdlation or Thought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Difficulties 
under which 1 laboured for the Want of prelcot Subfiftcnce. He inftanily, and with fomc Eag^^* 
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ncfs, replied. That his Family at Banaris were in Pol]|^>on of a Lack of Rupees, collc£lcd in 
Specie, of which he made me the inftant Offer, propo^g that a Battalion of Sepoys fhould be 
fenc to bring it away ; his Brother at the fame Time offering to accompany the Elcort, and to dc- 
liver the Money. 1 thanktully accepted the Offer, and fhould have aoopced the Mode they recom- 
mended for bringing away the Money, had I not been fearful of expofing their Family to the Ven- 
geance of Cheit Sing j and as my Dewan had been left at Banaris, I hoped by his Means to pro- 
cure the Treafurc to be tranfported to Chunar, and I received their Ordcis for the Delivery of it to 
him. But in this Expedient I was difappointed, for the Dewan was fo concealed, that my Letter 
could not reach him, and Gopaul Dofs, the Banker, through whofc Agency the intended 
Plan was to be effeSed, was about the fame Time apprehended and carried a Prifoner to 
Luttcefjpoor, where the Rajah refidcd; neither could I at that Time devife any other Connivance 
to avail myfclf of the Afliftancc which had been thus gencroufly prefTed upon me. When I re- 
turned to Banaris, Bcncram Pundit renewed the fame Tender-, and although my Diftrefs for Mo- 
ney was not then equal in any Degree to that which had before prompted him to make it, I agreed 
to accept it, willing to furnifh an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity in the Firft Gift rf and 
Brengtncn the Teftimony which I have herein given of his Beady Attachment to our (Jovernment. 
The whole Sum, amounting to One Lack of Banaris Sicca Rupees, was received between the 30th 
of September and ift of Oftober: I have granted to Bencram Pundit a Bond for the fame, at the 
ufual Rate of Intereft, and in the ufual Form, except tliat it has only my Signature to it. 1 hope 
and requeft that the Board will be plcafcd to confirm it. 

“ Banaris, “ I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ i3thO(ffobcr 1781. Warren Haftings.” (a) 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 20, intituled, ** Bengal Letters, received ioth 
April 1782 to 13th April 1783.” 

Read, a Letter to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court 
of piredtors, figned Warren Haftings, and dated Fort William, aad May 1782. 

** To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Dircflors, 

“ Honourable Sirs, Fort William, aad May 1782. 

In a Letter which I have had the Honour to addrefs you in Duplicate, and of which a Tri- 
plicate accompanies this, dated 20 January 1782 , 1 informed you that I had received the Offer of 
a Sum of Money from the Nabob Vizier and his Minifters, to the nominal Amount of 10 Lacks 
of Lucknow Siccas, and that Bills on the Houfc of Gopaul Dofs had been aftually given me for 
the Amount, which I had accepted for the Ufc of the Honourable Company, and I promifed to 
account with you for the fame, as foon as it fhould be in my Power after the whole Sum had come 
into my PofTcflion. This Promife I now perform, and deeming it conriftciu with the Spirit of it, 
I have added fuch other Sums as have been occafionally converted to the Company’s Property 
through my Means, and in confequence of the like original Deftination. Of the Second of thelc 
you have been already advifed in a Letter, which 1 had the Honour to addicis the Honourable 
Court of Direflors, dated 29th November 1780. Both this and the Third Article were paid im- 
mediately to the Treafury, by my Order to the Sub-Treafurcr to receive them on the Comiiany’s 
Account, but never paffed through my Hands. The Three Sums for which Bonds were granted 
were in like manner paid to the Company’s Treafury without paffing through my Hands, but their 
Appropriation was not fpecified. 

“ The Sum of 50,000 Current Rupees was received while I was on my Journey to Benaris, and 
applied as expreffed in the Account. 

“ As to the Manner in which thefe Sums have been expended, the Reference which I have made 
of it in the accompanying Account to the fevcral Accounts in which they are credited renders any 
other Specification of it unnecefTaryi befides that thofc Accounts cither have or will have received 
a mtich flronger Authentication than any that I could give to mine. 

“ Why thefe Sums were taken by me; why they were, except the Second, quietly transferred to 
the Company's Ufc •, why Bonds were taken for the Firft, and not for the Reft, might, were tliis 
Matter to be expofed to the View of the Publick, furnifh a Variety of Conjcflurcs to which it would be 
of little Ufe to Reply. Were your Honourable Court toqueftion me upon thefe Points, I would anfwer, 
that the Sums were taken for the Company’s Benefit, at Times in which the Company very much 
needed them; that I cither chofe to conceal the Firft Receipts from publick Curiofity, by receiving 
Bonds for the Amount, or pofTibly aded without any ftudied Defign which my Memory could at 
this Diftance of Time verify and that I did not think it worth my Care to oblcrvc the fartie M^ans 
with the Reft. I truft. Honourable Sirs, to vour Breads for a candid Interpretation of my Adions, 
and affutne the Freedom to add, that 1 think myfclf on fuch a Subjed, on fuch an Occafion, en- 
titled CO it. 

“ I have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your inoft faithful, moft obedient, 

and moft humble Servant, 

Warren Haftings.” 


(a) Vide fupra, P. 226. 
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Read alfo, from the fame Book, ^aper, indorfed, “ Fort William, i6th Dwembei- 
1782. Letter from Warren Haftin^Efquire, to the Secret Committee. Received per 
Lively, 24th May 1783,” as follows: 

“ To the Honourable the Secret Committee^ of the Honourable Court of DIrcflors. 

« Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 16th December 1781. 

“ The Difpatch of the Lively having been protrafted, by various Caufes, from Time to 
Time, the accompanying Addrefs, which was originally dcfigned and prepared for that Difpatch 
(no other Conveyance fince occurring), has of Courfc been thus long detained. The Delay is of 
no publick Confequence •, but it has produced a Situation which, with Refpeft to myfclf, I regard 
as unfortunate becaufc it expofes me to the mcaneft Imputation, from the Occalion which the 
late Parliamentary Inquiries -have fince furnilhed, but which were unknown when my Letter 
■was written, and written in the neceflary Confequence of a Promife, made to that EfTciSl in a 
former Letter to your Honourable Committee, dated 20th January laft. However, to preclude 
the Poflibility of fuch Reflexions from affeXing me, 1 have defired Mr, Larkins, who was piivy 
to the whole TranfaXions, to affix to the Letter his Affidavit, of the Date in which it was writ- 
ten. I own I feel moft fenfibly the Mortification of being reduced to the Ncceffity of ufing fuch 
Precautions to guard my Reputation from Diffionour. If I had, at any Time, poflcITcd that De- 
gree of Confidence from my immediate Employers, which they never withheld from the meaneft 
of my Prcdeceflbrs, I Ihould have difdained to ufe thefe Attentions. How I have drawn on me a 
different Treatment, I know not j it is fufficient that I have not merited it. And in the Courfc 
of a Service of Thirty-two Years, and Ten of thefe employed in maintaining the Powers, and 
difeharging the Duties of the Firft Office of the Britiih Government in India, that Honourable 
Court ought to know whether I poflefs the Integrity and Honour which are the firll Requifues 
of fuch a Stations If I wanted thefe, they have afforded me but too powerful Incentives to fup- 

E refs the Information which I now convey to them through you and to appropriate to my own 
ife the Sums which I have already paffed to their Credit, by the unworthy, and, pardon me if 
I add, dangerous RefleXions, which they have paffed upon me, for the firff Communication of 
this Kind ; and your own Experience will fugged to you, that there are Perfons who would profit 
by fuch a Warning. 

“ Upon the Whole of thefe TranfaXions, which to you, who are accuftomed to view Bufineft 
in an official and regular Light, may appear unprecedented, if not improper, 1 have but a few 
Ihort Remarks to fugged to your Confideration. 

“ If I appear in any unfavourable Light by thefe TranfaXions, I refign the common and le- 
gal Security of thofe who commit Crimes or Errors. I am ready to anfwcr every particular 
(^edion that may be put againd myfclf, upon Honour, or upon Oath. 

“ The Sources from wffich thefe Reliefs to the publick Service have come, would never have 
yielded them to the Company publickly j and the Exigencies of your Service (Exigencies created 
by the Expofition of your Affairs, and FaXion in your Councils) required thofe Supplies. 

“ 1 could have concealed them, had I had a wrong Motive, from your’s and the publick Eye for 
ever ; and I know that the Difficulties to which a Spirit of Injudice may fubjeX me for my Can- 
dour and Avowal, are greater than any poffible Inconvenience that could have attended the Con- 
cealment, except the DiffattsfaXion of riiy own Mind. Thefe Difficulties arc but a few of thofe 
which I have fuffered in your Service. The Applaufc of my own Bread is my fared Reward, and 
was the Support of my Mind in meeting them. Your Applaufc, and that of roy Country, arc 
my next Wilh in Life. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your mod faithful, mod obedient. 

And mod humble Servant, 

Warren Hadings.” 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, That the Paper next about to be read con- 
tained an Account of the Produce of this Sum given to Mr. HaRings by the 
Nabob. 

Read, Extrafl of an Account, dated Fort William, 22d May 1782, and figr.ed' 
Wanen HaRings, from the fame Book, as follows : 

“ An Account of Sums received, on the Account of the Honourable Company, by the Governor 
General, or paid to their Treafury by his Order, and applied to their Service. 

“ Produce of the Sum mentioned in the Governor General’s Letter to the} 

Honourable Secret Committee, dated aoth January 1782, and credited in the i 10,30,275 3 

Governor General’s Account of Durbar Charges for April 1782, J 

3 “I W'illia®' 
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I ‘William Larkins do make Oath and fay. That the Letter and AccodSt'to which this Affi- 
davit is affixed, were written by me at the Requeft of th^^onourablc Warren Haftings Efquire, 
on the 22d May 1782, from rough Draughts, written by h^felf in my Prcfcnce : I'hat the Cover 
of the Letter was fealed up by him in my Prefence, and was then intended to have been tranfmit- 
ted to England by the Lively, when that Veffel was firft ordered for Difpatch, ?nd that it has re- 
mained c?ored until this Day, when it was opened for the exprefs Purpofe of being accompanied 

by this Affidavit. • „ . . 

■’ “ So help me God. 

« Calcutta, 16th December 1782. Wm. Larkins.” («) 

« Sworn this i6th Day of December 1782, 
before me, J. Hyde.” 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 42, intituled, “ Bengal Difpatches, ift January 
1782, to nth April 1783." 

Read, Extraft of a General Letter, from the Court of Direftors, to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, dated 13th January 1783. 

Par. 54. “ We have received a Letter from our Governor General, dated, Patna, aoth January 
1782 i reprefentiog, that, while the Nabob "Vizier was at Chunar, an Offer of a very confidcrablc 
Sum of Money was made to him, both on the Part of the Nabob and on that of his Minifters, as 
a Prefent ; which he accepted without Hcfitation, being entirely deftitute both of Means and Cre- 
dit, whether for our Service, or the Relief of his own Neccfllties. The nominal Sum faid to be 
rec*civcd, and in Courfe of Payment, amounts, as the Governor General has informed us, to to 
Lacks of Rupees of the Currency of Oude. It is further Rated, that what has been already receiv- 
ed, has been laid out on the publick Service, and that the reft is to be applied to the fame Account* 
and that as foon as the Whole is compleated, he will tranfmit to us a faithfuPAccount thereof. 

Par. 55. “ The Governor General has fubmitted to our Confideration, whether we will adjudge 
this Dcpofit to him j but as the Aft of Parliament, by which the Governor General and Council 
were appinted, direfts, ‘ That the Salaries to be allowed to the faid Governor General and Council,* 
as therein mentioned, ‘ lhall be in Lieu of all Fees of Office, Perquifites, Emoluments, and Advan- 

• tages whatfoever ; and that no Fees of Office, Perquifites, Emoluments, or Advantages what- 
‘ foever, fhall be accepted, received, or taken, by fuch Governor General and Council, or any of 
‘ them, in any Manner, or on any Account or Pretence whatfoever And as the fame Aft further 
direfts, » That no Governor General, or any of the Council, lhall, direftly or indireftly, accept, rc- 

• ccive, or take, of or from any Perfon or Perfons, in any Manner, or on any Account whatfoever, 

• any Prefent, Gift, Donation, Gratuity, or Reward, pecuniary or otherwife, or any Promife or En- 
‘ gagement for any Prefent, Gift, Donation, Gratuity, or Reward j’ we cannot, were we fo inclined, 
decree the Amount of this Prefent to the Governor General. And as it is further enafted, ‘ That 
‘ any fuch Prefent, Gift, Gratuity, Donation, or Reward, accepted, taken, or received, lhall be 
‘ deemed and conftrued to have been received to and for the foie Ufc of the Company we ap- 
prove of the Intentions of the Governor General, to appropriate the Whole of the Sum to the Pub- 
lick Service; and direft, that he do ftriftly abide by the Aft of Parliament in this Cafe made and 

provided.’* . . _ 

(Dated, and figned at the End) 

“ Henry Fletcher. 

Nathaniel Smith. 

John Harrifon. 

Henry Savage. ) 

John Smith. 

George Tatcm. 

Thomas Cheap. 

John Roberts. 

Jofeph Sparkes. 

Jacob Wilkinfon. 

Stephen Lulhington. 

R. Hall. 

George Cuming. 

L. Darell. 

Jas. Moffatt.” 


“ London, 

“the 15th January 1783. 


Then the Witnefs produced a Paper indorfed, “ Duplicate, Calcutu, 5th Auguft 
1786. Letter from Wm. Larkins Efquire, Accountant General at Bengal, to the 
Chairman of the Eaft India Company. Reid in Court 9th March 1787^ 


^cad. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XLVIll. 

7C 
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Read, the following Extraft from the fame. 

To William Dcvayncs Efquirc j^airman, or to the Chairman for the Time being,- of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors M the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Half Indies. 

I’ar. 1 7. “ The Dates in which this Payment was made to Mr. Haftings, as well as thofe made 
in Part of the Produce of the Prefents enumerated in the Paper No. 2, are ftated the fame in the 
280th and 281ft Pages of the Honourable Company’s General Journal of 1781-2, as they are 
brought to account in Mr. Haftings’s private Books*, but as neither of the other Sums palled 
through his Hands, thefe contained no fuch Specification, and confequently could not enable him to 
a (Ford the Information with which he has requefted me to furnifli you i and it is more chan pro- 
bable, that if the Affidavit which I took on i6th December 1782, had not expofed my Charadler 
to the .Sufpicion of my being c.apable of committing one of the bafeft Trefpafles upon the Confi. 
dence of Mankind, I fhould at this Diftance of Time have been equally unable to have complied 
with his Requeft *, but after I became acquainted with the Infinuation fuggefted in the Eleventh 
Report of the Sclcift Committee of the Houfe of Commons, I thought it but too probable, that 
unlefs I were poirefled of the original Memorandums which I had made of thefe Tranfaftions, at 
the Time when I became acquainted with them, I might, at fome diftant Period, be unable to 
prove that I had not defeended to commit fo bafe an Adlion ; I have therefore always moft care- 
fully preferved every Paper which I poirefled regarding thefe Tranfaiftions. 

“ Calcutta, (Signed at the End) 

5th Auguft jySd. Wm. Larkins.” 

Read, Inclofiirc in the foregoing. 

“ N* 2. Duplicate. 

“ Copy of the Particulars of the Prefents taken from the Nabob Vizier and his Minifters, and 
from Nundoodclol \ carried to the Honourable Company’s Credit, in the Account of the 
Receipts and Dilburfements of the Governor General, during his Abfence from the Prefidency, 
on a Vifit to the Northern Provinces, and included in Mr. Haftings’s Account of 22d 
May 1782. 

“ From the Nabob to the Governor 

General — — 6, 00, 000 : — ; — 

• SicinOdj. Huflcin’Zcza Cawn, andHyder 

Beg Cawn, to ditto — • 3,50,000 : — : — 

Ditto and ditto, to Mr. Haft- 
ings — — 1,00,000 : — : — 

Lucknow Siccas 10,50,000 : — : — 

Hoon deawun dedudfed 1,25,205 : 13 : 6 

Lucknow Siccas — . . ■ . 

“ Received in the following Species : 

Calcutta Siccas — — 2,76,573 : 12 : — 

Patna Sumvant — — 4,12,528 ; ii : — 

Murlliedabad Bazar Chcllawn 43,383 ; 15 : 6 

Lucknow Siccas — — 1,92,307 : 12 : 

Converted into Benaris Siccas, valued at 
12 per Cent, -f C" 

2 * 76»573 : 12 : — 

32,975 • — 5 taken for Expcnces valued as ufual 

2,43,59^ • *2 -H 3 9 3 I p' C'. 8,702 : 15 : 3 2,52,301 : 11 : 3 

4,12,528 : II - 8 - — 2,062 : 10 : 3 4,14,591 : 5:3 

43,383 I *56+ 1 12 - — 759 ; 3:6 44,143 ■ 3 : ~ 

*,92,307 > 12 - 926 — • 17,608 : 3 : — 1,74,699 : 9 : - 


Benaris Siccas 8,85,735 : 12 : 6 
Batta 12 p^C* 1,06,288 : 4:9 

9,92,024 : * : 3 


Current Rupees 10,30,275 : i : 3 
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“ A true Copy, Wm. Larkins, jth Auguft 1786.” 


9 . 24,794 : 2 : 6 
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38,251 : - : - 


(a) Vide Appendix, N» XLIX. 
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Then the Managers for the Commons defired Major Scott might be called in. 
major SCOTT was accordingly called in, examined as follows : 

Q. Whether you did not receive a Letter from Mr. Haftings, mentioning his, Mr. Haftings’s, 
having received a Prefentof Ten Lacks of Rupce.s from the Nabob, whilft he was at Chunar T 

A. I remember it perfeftly well— 1 think it was in the Month of July 1782, that I received the 
Letter by the Nancy Packet. 

Where was you at that Time ? 

A. I was in England. 

To whom did you deliver that Letter ? 

A. 1 thought I was afked, whether I myfclf received that Letter. 

Yes: And you were underftood to anfwer, that you received it in July 1782. The Quef- 
tion upon that is, Whether you delivered it to any Perfon, and to whom ? 

A. Not that Letter •, but with it I received another Letter, fealed, and direfled to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Direftors. That Letter 1 delivered immediately after I h.td received it, 
and after I had read Mr. HalPmgs* Letter, to Sir Henry Fletcher, who was at that '1 ime Chairman 
of the Court of Direftors, and 1 delivered it to him at the India lioufc. 

Did any Duplicate of that Letter, for your Infpedion, accompany the Original ? 

A. I am not quite certain, whether a Copy, for my Infpedfion, came by that Ship, or whether 
it cainc b/ the next ; but of this I am very clear, that I had delivered the original Letter to Sir 
I lenry Fletcher before I had read the Duplicate, not conceiving there was any diferetionary Power 
lodged in me to withold it, upon any Pretence whatever. 

Q. Rccollcft, if you can, whether or not the Duplicate accompanied the Letter from Mr. 
Haltings, or followed in another Ship 

A. I really cannot — but I can recoiled what will go immediately to the Point. 1 am furc Mr. 
Ha(ling.s, in his Letter to me, mentioned, that he had received a Frefentfrom the Nabob, or his 
Minifter, and that he had fent to the Secret Committee of Diredors an Account of the Receipt of that 
Prefent. — Of that 1 am clear ; and that he had appropriated, or meant to appropriate, that Prefent 
to the Service of the Company. I think it is more than probable I received an exad Copy of the 
Letter to the Secret Committee. — I went through a very long Examination upon this Subjed 
before a Committee of the Houfe of Commons •, and, though I have not lookeil at my Evidence, 
yet I think I dated, at that Time, that I had delivered the Letter almoft immediately after receiv-. 
ing it, and certainly before I had read the Duplicate of it, if a Duplicate was incloled to me, wliich 
I think there was. 

Q. You now think the Duplicate was cnclofcd to you with the original Letter ? 

A. 1 rather think it was. 

Q. But you can’t fay pofitively whether it came with it, or in a fubfequent Parcel ? 

A. 1 cannot. If your Lordfliips will give me Leave to mention— I did underftand the Tenor 
of my Examination in another Place to be intended to prove, if it could have been proved from 
my Evidence, that there was a diferetionary Power lodged in me to withhold the Letter or to de- 
liver it, as the State of Parties might be at that Time in this Country : And I can fpeak pofitively, 
I had no Inftruaion from Mr. Hafiings, dircftly or indireaiy, to withhold, under any Circuin- 
dances, that Letter from the Gentleman to whom it was direded. 

(T Have you that Letter from Mr, Hadings about you ? 

A. No, I have not. I did not know to what Point I fliould be examined. 

Q. Have you it in your Pofleflion ? 

A. I think it very probable I have. If your Lordlhips think it light I fliould produce a private 
Letter from Mr. Hadings, in which that Paflage is inferted, I am in Submifllon to your Lord- 
lliips Judgment, whether I diould produce it or not: I Ipeak pofitively to the Faft. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, That if it had not appeared, from the Tcf- 
timony of the Witnefs himfelf, that the Letter was upon a Publick Tranfadion, they 
Ihould not have entered upon the Subjeft. 

The Houfe obferved, That till the Witnefs had feen the Letter, the Enquiry did 
not appear quite right. 

The Witnefs proceeded as follows : 

I can fo far date pofitively, that, as far as pecuniary Tranfadions arc concerned, I can have 
not the fmalled Objedion to produce that, or any other Letter I ever received from Mr. Hadings 
in my Life. 

Q. Did 
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0 Did that private Letter to you carry the Explanation further than Ws Letter to the 
Com of Direftors did, with Refpeft ^his Tranfaaion either with the Nabob or with his Mini- 

ftcr ^ 

A It certainly did not : Speaking from Memory, I think Mr. Haftings, in his Letter to me, 
faid ioinething about the State of his own Fortune, and that he would not increafe it by any Means 
which he could not approve; but left it to the Court of Direftors, to determine whether they 
would adjudge that Prefent fo received to him, or not. 

O. Do you rccolleft the Date ot that Letter ? « r r« 

at I think it was dated about the i8th, 20th, or 22d of January 1782, from Patna; and, 
accompanying it, Mr. Haftings fent to the Court of Diredtors a Narrative of the Infurreftions at 
Benares, and relative to the Proceedings in Oude. It was the 6rft Difpatch of the Year, except 
One. A Ship was fent by Mr. Whelcr and Mr. Maepherfon to England— it was the Swallow. I 
think (he failed in the Month of January 1782. Mr. Haftings had defired thatVeflcl to be de- 
tained, till his Narrative, and thofc Letters of which I am fpeaking, Ihould arrive in Calcutta. 
But the Council, being anxious to fend from Bengal the earlieft Accounts of the Tranfaftions in 
India, and particularly from Madras, where the Ship was to ftop, the Swallow failed before the 
Narrative and thofc Letters arrived in Calcutta— and the Nancy Packet, a Snow, was taken up 
exprefsly for the Purpofe of bringing them to England ; and I think the Nancy Packet arrived in Icfs 
than a Month after the Swallow. — I think fo. 

Q. Whether the Account you mention of thefe Tranfadlions was no? addrclTcd dircAly to the 
Bo^ of Diredors at Home from Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I really do not rccolleft, but the Record will Ihew it : The Head of the Narrative will Ihew 
it of courfe. 

Did thefe Accounts pafs through you as a Channel of Communication between Mr. 
Haftings and the Court of Direftors, or did they come to them in the ordinary Mode of Com- 
munication ? 

A. They were brought home under the Charge of Major Fairfax, I think. 

Ct You have given an Account of Mr. Haftings being at the Time at Patna, and giving fpe- 
cial Direftions for the Tranfiniftion of certain Articles of Intelligence, which he meant to com- 
municatc to ilic Court of Direftors at Home ; and the Qiieftion put to you is. Whether that 
Communication to the Court of Dire6tors was made through you, or in any other Manner ? 

A. Not through me — but I am not clear whether Major Fairfax was entrufted pcrfonally to 
deliver them, or whether they were fent up by the Ship in the ordinary Courfe. 

Was this Part of the Account Mr. Haftings fent to you, cither by a Letter addrefled to 
you, or in any other Manner communicated ? 

A. If your Lordfliips will give me leave, I will ftate how I received it. The Benares Narra- 
tive, and the other Packets, were fent to the Court of Direftors, I fuppofe - 1 believe fo. Major 
Fairfax brought me a Box, containing a Duplicate Copy of the Benares Narrative ; and, upon 
my opening that Box, I found a fcaled Letter, direfted to the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Dircftors. 'I'hat Letter, as foon as I received it, and faw it, I immediately delivered to Sir 
Henry Fletcher. Why Mr. Haftings chofc to inclofe that Letter to me, inftead of fending it to 
the Court of Diredors, I really am not competent to give any Information upon. 

The Queftion that was alkcd you was. Whether you, in fad, made a Communication of 
all thefe Circumftances to the Court of Diredors, or to any of the Diredors? 

A. I cannot dircdly recoiled what pafted between Sir Henry Fletcher and me. Sir Henry Fletcher 
is in England, and may anfwcr that (^eftion. Perhaps his Memory may be readier upon the Sub- 
jed than mine but I think I told him that Letter came inclofed to me from Mr. Haftings, and 
that, immediately upon my feeing it, I delivered it to him : It was at the India Houfe. 

Has Mr. Haftings ever given you any Rcafun why he chofc to communicate this Tranfadion 
through you, rather than in any other Manner ? 

A. He certainly has not but I beg to obferve, that Mr. Haftings publickly noticed to the Court 
of Diredors when I arrived in England, that he had appointed me his Agent. 

Q. Whether, as his Agent, you were not equally competent to have delivered an Account of 
the other Tranfadions, as the Account of this Tranfadion ? 

A. 1 think I underftand the Queftion-, but I can perceive fomc Diftindion. The Benares Nar- 
rative, and the Account of the other Tranfadions, came home through the Channel of the Board; 
and I think that may be a Reafon why they were fent in another Manner : But this was from Mr. 
1 ladings himfelf. 

Q. Do you know any Reafon why Mr. Haftings diverted the Communication refpeding this 
'franfadiun to you from the Channel of the Board, to whom he was bound to communicate all 
T ranfadions ? 

A.1 
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A. I really do not know *, and my Ideas of a Governor General differ fo much from thofe of the 
nourablc Manager upon this Subjeft, that I do not conc^e he was bound to communicate all 
Tranlaaions to the Board— I may be in an Error, but tha% my Idea. 

O The Qpeftion is. Did Mr. Haftin^s ever give you any Rcafon for making this Difference ? 

^ Not in the Icaft i I believe I faid fo before. 

Q Did you ever read the general Orders of the Company to theGovernor General and their Servants? 

A. 1 believe I have read all of them. 

Is it upon thofe Orders you have formed your Idea of the Duty of a Governor General? 

The Houfe obferved, that the Orders thetnfelves would prove whether the Opinion 
already given upon this Subject by the Witnefs was right or wrong. 

The Witnefs faid, 

A. 1 have not the Icaft Objeftion to anfwenng any Qucftions. 

Whether you conceive it to be a Part of the Duty of a Governor General to obey the Orders 

of the^ourtof Uircdorsf 

The Witnefs was alked, whether he had any Objection to anfwcring this Queftion ? 

A I have no Obiedion to anfwer it.— I conceive it to be tlie Duty of a Governor General to pre- 
ferve to the Eaft India Company and to Great Britain, the Empire that is committed to his 
Clvirae • And I do conceive it to be the bounden Duty of the Governor General to difobey fuch Or- 
tkis of the Court of Direftors, as he (hall think tend to endanger the Safety of that Empire com- 
mitted to his Charge-, but I alfo conceive that the Governor (Jeneral, lo dilobeying the pofitivc 
Orders of the Court of Diredtors, makes himfelf peculiarly refponfiblc to them, and to his Country, 

for all his Adis. 

(). With refpcfk to your own Duty, Whether you conceive it .to be the Duty of an Agent to 

ohe^ all Orders which he receives from the Perfon who appoints him ? . , , 

A Whether Mr. Haftings was miftaken or not, I will not prefumc to fay j but he certainly did 
never give me any Thing that could bear the Conftrudlion of an Order, as the Honourable Ma- 
nager puts it. 

Q I he Queftion is, if you have no Objeftion to tnfwer it, as to your general Opinion ? 

^ Moft^doubtcdly, as applied to any fealed Letter that (hould be lent to me to deliver to 

any l^crfon whatever. 

Q Whether you ever did receive Communications from Mr. Haftings, rcfpeaing Money taken 
in hdia privately by Mr. Haftings, which you did not immediately make publick to the Court of 

^ A'^Ythink I can underftand the Point to which the Queftion is intended to go, and will explain 
it, if your Lordftiips will give me Leave, in a few Wor3s. Mr. Haftings, in the Month of N<^ 
vember 1780, wrote a I .ettcr to the Secret Committee of the Court of Diredor^ 1 think, in which 
he told them, he had offered, in the preceding Month of June, the Sum of 1 ^0 ^a^s of Ru- 
pees, to defray the Expdnces of Major Camac’s Detachment ; he told them that the Mojicy, by 
Whatever Means it came irtto his Poflcffion, was not his own; that he neither could, nor would, have 
received it but for their Ufe. In anfwer to this Letter, the Court of Dircftors wrote to Mr. 
Haftings, ’exprefling fome Surprize at the Comtpunication, and 

of the Tranfidion, till they had further Information from him. In a private Letter, which Mr. 
Haftings wrote to me very fooo after the Receipt of that from the Court of Dir^ors, t.Tcrc was 
a Palfage, which I read before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons : the Honourable Ma- 
nager ni-e has the Book before him, and if he will have the Goodnefs to read it, it will be more 

coned than my Memory. 

Q Give as near as vour prefent Memory will go, an Account of that Tfanfadion ? 

a: g«.. .h. Word, of Mr, sL“-Th. S 

'■ You may rtcolka the T«o Lack, of Kupeea »hich I recemd from aeit Sing . Th 
of Diredors were anorv.” (or Ibmcthing to that Purpofc, for really 1 am at a Lois tor the Ke 
niamdefon^^^^ cL I did nof inform them of more 

'vhether thefc are the Expreffions But it is here, and I may give it in a more corred Way Irom 
the Paper. 

Q. Did you then give the very Words of the Letter, from the Letter, or from your own Memory . 
^ I believe the Clerk took it down from the Words ot the Letter. 

a You (late Mt. Hatting, to have faid. - You may «ton.aj-Wkn »a. the 6rft Commum- 

cation made to you, upon the Subjed of that Prefent, by r. „ p __-puf,-n-ation to me upoa 

A. Icanfpeak KitWly, that Mr. Haftings never d|d 
•he Subjed of that Prclent and Mr. I ladings was miftaken, he faid You m y 

lor I could not recoiled what 1 never had heard. I certain y The 

7 D 
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The Managers for the Commons read the following Paflage to the Witnefs, “ You 
may recolleft the Two Lacks of Rupees I received from Cheit Sing, to defray the Ex- 
pences of Major Camac’s Detadjitnent.** 

Then the Witnefs was alkecH 

Do you mean to fay you never had any previous Communication of that Fait from Mr 
Hjftings.? 

A. f certainly do mean to fay fo, fully and completely — and to add this, which Mr. Raftings 
might not recolleit at a lucceeding Time, that on the aad of June 1780, when this happenej I 
had left Calcutta ; I had left Mr. Haftings's Family, and was proceeding to take the Command’of 
a Battalion of Sepoys at Chunargurj to which Command I had been appointed, by Sir Eyre Coote 
a few Days before. 

Q. Was this Communication made, whenever it was made, to you, in a private Letter ? 

A. It was i and I Ihewed General Smith, who tv.is Chairman of the Committee, the grcatell 
Part of the Letter, at the Time when I gave my Evidence. 

Qi At the Time you received that private Letter, was it accompanied with any publi^fk Com- 
munication of the TranfaLlion which you were to make to the C'ourt of Ditcftors? 

A. At the l ime I received that private Letter, Mr. Railings lent to the Company that Account 
of all the Prelcnts, including 19,50,000 Rupees *. Both came by the fame Difpatch. 

But did you receive any Account of it, for you to communicate to the Company ? 

A. None at all j Mr, Raftings, 1 fuppofe, conceiving that he had fent a full and fufficient Ac- 
count! 


ThcQucftion that was put to you was. Whether you received privately, from Mr. Raftings, 
any Account of that Tranfaftion, whuh you ought to have fent to the Court of Diredors ? ° 

A. None} but I laclicve my Anfwcr will not be complete, except I refer again to the Report 
of that Committee. When I gave my Evidence there, I was particularly afked, if Mr. Haftiiics 
had told me from whom he received any of the feveral Suitss compofing that Nineteen Lacks and 
a Half? Not recollefling this Paftage of my Letter, I think my immediate Anfwer was — No- 
But afterwards, recolleding this Paftage in the Letter, and 1 rather think General Smith re- 
minded me of it } upon that I produced the Letter, and the PaflTage was entered.— General Smith 
had I'een that Part of the Letter before. 


Qi What did you do, upon General Smith's reminding you of it, he having feen this 
Letter ? 

A. I gave it immediately to the Committee — I had it with me at the Time, 

I unde ftood you had correded fome Account you had given to the Committee before? 

A. At this Time I was examined by the Committee of the Roufe of Commons, of which Com- 
mittee General Smith was Chairman. I was examined, Whether I knew from whom fuch a Sum, 
fuch a Sum, or fuch a Sum, was received, all component Parts of that Account, which Mr. 
Raftings fent to the Court of Direftors? Upon being afked thefe feveral Queftions, I faid, No} 
not rccollcfting thofe particular PaftTages in the Letter. General Smith, to whom I had fhewn it 
(and that certainly muft have been a Proof that I wanted to keep no Secret), tvminded me of tlie 
Paftage, he fitting in the Chair of the Committee at the Time. I took the Letter out of my 
Pocket, and the Clerk inferred the Paftage from it. 

Qi By what Means came General Smith firft to have a Knowledge of that Letter ? 

A. I believe, from that Part of my Letter} but General Smith himfclf willbeft be able to tell 
that. 


Q. The Queftion put to you is — How did that Letter firft come to the Knowledge of General 
Smith : Upon what Occafion did you Ihew it him ? 

A. It happened at a 'Pime, when the Affairs of the Company in India were in a very critical 
Situation : A Packet had arrived with a Number of Letters, and, amongft the reft, this from 
Mr. Raftings. I thought it contained Information tending to infpire us with Hopes, that we 
Ihould get the better of ail our Difficulties ; apd, I believe, upon that Idea, I Ihewed the Letter, 
or the greateft Part of it, to General Smith } and it contained News of the Operations of the War 
in the Carnatic, and the Meafures in Bengal. 

Do you recollcft, at what Time, before this Examination, you Ihewed that Letter to 
General Smith ? 

A. 1 believe not abave a Day, or Two, before } becaufe the General and I were in the Habit 
of meeting there almoft every Day } he, as Chairman, and I, as a Witnefs before that Com- 
mittee. 


• SeeExtratl of this Account lupra, Page 558, at the Bottom; and fee the whole Account in Appemlix, 
XLVlllt 
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Q. Do you mean to fay, you (hewed the Whole of the Letter to General Smith t 
A. I certajnly mean to fay no fuch Thing » for I nt^r think I did not. 

Do you mean to fay, that General Smith had no previous Knowledge of this particular 
Tranfaflion, refpedting the Prefcnt from Cheif Sing, before you communicated it to him ? 

A. I mean to fay,— my firm Belief is, he had not} becaufe, in the Eleventh Report it is 
ftated, that the Committee were perfedtly unapprized of that, till I told them of it: I’think 
that a good Reafon for fuppofing they did not know it before. 


Do you, or do you not, know, that you were the only Perfon, to whom Mr. Haftinos 
made this Communication, relative to the Prefents from Cheit Sing ; and that, in Fafl there 
was no other Communication. ’ 

A. I certainly know that there was another Communication of that Prefcnt Mr H ifiinirs 
wrote a Lcttcr to Mr. Sullivan in the Month of Auguft 1780-. it was fcnt by a Dani(h Ship • and 
in that Letter, he ftates to Mr. Sullivan, that he had received it from Cheit Sing, and authorized 
him to make any publick Ule he plealcs of the Communication. Mr. ljaftin«s afterwards com- 
municated to the Court of Direftors, by the firfl: Englilh Ship, in November ”1 780, that he had 
rcccjved Two Lacks of Rupees} that the Money was not his own, and that he only woiihl have 
received it for their Ule •, but to them he did not ftato, that it was from Cheit Sing he received it • 
there was that Difference m the Communication. “ ’ 


You have faid, Mr. Haftings communicated to Mr. Sullivan in a private Letter, that this 
Prefcnt came from Cheit Sing, and the Intelligence was to be tiled, as he, Mr. Sullivan, plealcd • 
Was there any fimilar Paffage in the private Letter of Mr. Haftings to you, that gave you a Liberty 
to make what Ufe of it you plealed r ^ 

A. No— It was mentioned collaterally to me : 1 can fpeak to that from Memory cxadly. Mr. 
Haftings in his Letter to me, of which that Paragraph is a Part, complained very loudly of the 
ill Ufage he had received from the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, in the Stnaurcs they 
had paired upon him, and from the Court of Dirtaors : And he ftates this as amongft the Com- 
plaints, — that he thinks he has been very ill treated by them : it is mentioned merely by that Kind 
of Accident. I do not know whether 1 make myfclf underftood } but in Hating a Variety of Par- 
ticulars, in which he thought himfclf ill treated, he mentions as one, that having received Two 
Lacks for their Benefit, and appropriating it to their Service, fuch Strictures fliould be palled 
upon him. 

When he communicated it to you in that Way, did he, or did he not, give you any Direc- 
tions to make what publick or private Ufe of it you pleafed ? 

A. None at all : but I had no Idea of making any Secret of it } I had no Idea that a pecuniary 
Tranfaftion of Mr, Haftings could or ought to be a Matter of Secrecy. 

Have you any Objeftion to the Produdion of the Letters ? 

A. 1 have not the fmaileft Objettion to produce them, though they contain Opinions and Ob- 
fervations upon Men and upon Meafures, in that Species of tree Communication that there was 
between Mr. Haftings and me, which, I believe, no Gentleman would wilh to lay entirely 
before the Publick. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated. That as the Witnefs fpoke from imperfeft 
Recolleflion, and which Recolleftion feemed not to tally with his former Evidence, 
where he likewife fpoke from Recolleftion of thofe Letters in Queftion, they could 
not but exprefs a Doubt of the Accuracy of fuch Rccolleflion, and a Wi(h therefore 
to fee the Letter. 

A. With refped to the Produdion of the Letters I will ftate the Fad, and the only Reafon 
why I Ihould have any Doubt upon the Matter. — In the Month of May 1782, a Rcfolution was 
moved in the Houfe of Commons for the Recall of Mr. Haftings from tpe Government of Bengal. 
This Refolution was refilled in a Court of Proprietors, and that brought pn .a great Variety of 
DifcuHions, in which J certainly fpoke my Opinion pretty plainly of fcveral Gentlemen, and Mr. 
Haftings fpoke his as plainly in Return : And I wiih to fubmit, whether that is a Communication 
proper to be laid before the Houfe, being, as it is, intermixed with the Letter. 

The Houfe obferved, that fuch Parts of the Letter were certainly not the Objeft of 
the prefcnt Enquiry} but at all Events, it would be impoffible to purfuc the Exami- 
nation at this Time, as the Witnefs had not the Letter about him. 

Then the Witnefs requefted, that his former Examination, before the Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, might be read from the Minutes of the Committee, as far 
as related to the Subjeft at prefcnt under Confideration, that it might appear whether 
there was any Dift'erence between his Evidence there and that now given by him at 
the Bar j and that he might explain the fame, if any Ihould be found. 


The 
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The Managers for the Commons being alked. Whether they had any Objcftion ? 
made anfwer. That they had none^ 

Accordinely the Minute Book of the Committee was fent for; and, in the mean 
Time, the Examination of the Witnefs was proce^ed in as follows, the Managers firft 
allcrting their Claim to call for the faid Letter in future, if they fhould think proper. 

O Whether you did not, after thefe Two Tranfaftions relative to the Two Prefents, receive 
oth« Communicatilns from Mr. Haltings in India, relative to other Prefents, and other Matters, 

of Money taken by Mr. ITaftings? , * l r • i a.* i 

A. No - I never received from Mr. Haftings any other Accounts than thele relative to the 

10 6o,ooo’Ru()ccf, until the Month of September 1784, when Mr. Haftings lent me a Copy of 
an Account, which he had tranfmitted to the Court of Direaors, dating a Sum of Money received 
by him, ami the Mode of the Expenditure of that Sum of Money. 

O. I he Qiicllion put to you is, Whether the Communications you did receive from him were 
rthinve to any other Sums than thofc you mentioned before ? ,1 

A. None, except the one 1 have mentioned laft, which was not included m the Nineteen Lacks : 

That nude me make the Diftimdion. 

n Was you not made the Channel of Communication between Mr. Larkins in India and the 

Court of Diredtors, refpcaing Money taken by Mr. Haftings ? ... r l 

A 1 was • and I will beg Leave to explain that Circumftance alfo, by taking tt up from the 
Time it originated. I think in the Month of March 1784, nearly about the Time of the DilTo- 
lution of l^arl.ament, a Letter was fent from the Court of Direftors to Mr. Haftings, defiling from 
him an Explanation of the feveral Sums that he had received: I think he was defired to ftatc the 
IVriocIs when each Sum was received, and his Rcafons for concealing that Receipt from his Council. 
*1 his Letter ai rived in Bengal, as I underftood, in the Month of September 1784, when Mr. 
Haftings was at Lucknow. Mr. Haftings came down to Calcutta in November 1784, and rc- 
ligned the Government of Bengal the ift February 1785. It happened, that he had not adverted 
to that particular Paragraph from the Court of Direftors, before he left Bengal ; and, upon his 
Arrival in England, I mentioned this OmilHon to him : In Conlecjuence of that, he wrote a Letter 
fiom Cheltenham, to the Court of Dinclors, mentioning the Circumftances, anfwering their ^ef- 
tions, and telling them, thar, if they wanted a full and compleat Account of all the Tranfaaions, 
he referred them to Mr. Larkins, who w.is acquaint, d with the Whole of them. I thought that 
the Court of Dirrdlors might be fatisfied w.th the Explanation Mr Haftings had then given, and 
that neither they, nor the Board of Comminjoners, miglit think it worth their While to enquire any 
more about it, as they had received all the Money, and it had been expended upon the Company S 
Account. I'iie Event has proved, that 1 thought riglit : But I took the Liberty to nientiori to 
Mr. Hallincrs, (from believing, in my Confcicncc, that he never was concerned in any pecuniary 
Tranfa(ftion°that he would wifh to conceal) ; I took the Liberty to mention to him, that he had 
better, himfelf, write to Mr. Larkins, and dcfirc he would fend the Account to this Country, to the 
Chairman of the Court of Direftors, In confcqucnce of th.it Letter, which Mr. Haftings did write, 
Mr. Larkins lent Mr. Haftings a Letter, direfted to the Chairman of the Court of Diredtors •, con- 
taining the Account, a Part of which was juft now read (a). Mr. Larkins afligned to Mr. Haftings, 
as a Realon for fending the Account under Cover to )iim, that, as neither he, nor the Governor 
General and Council, had received any Orders or Diredfions, from the Court of Diredtors, upon 
this Subject, he thought he could not, with Propriety, addrefs them dircftly ; and therefore had 
fent the Letter to Mr. Haftings, to deliver himfelf. Mr. Haftings defired me, as I was going into 
the City tint D.iy, to give it to Mr, Michie, the Chairman, tho’ it was direded to Mr. Devayncs, 
who had been the Chairman the preceding Year : That is the Reafon of my delivering the Letter to 
Mr. Michie as I ihd. 

The Qucflion is, Whether there was any Communication that pafled through you f 

A. That was the only Communication. 

But thcr« was no Communication through you ? 

A. None, except that. 

That was the lad Account of this Prefent fent over by Mr. Larkins ? 

A. Yes, claied the ib’ih Auguit 1786 , 1 think j that is the Account which has juft been read. 

You h.^ve faid, that Mr. Haftings had not adverted, in India, to that Paragraph of the 
Company’s Letter which called for this Account : I delirc to afk you upon that, whether you do 
not know, that Mr. Haftings had promifed this Account before that Letter written to him by the 
Court of Diredors ariivcd in India? - 

A. I cc{tainly recoiled, in the Month of December 1782, Mr. Haftings wrote to the Court ot 
Diredors, that it they wanted any farther Explanation, refpeding the Sums he had received and 


(«) Vide fupra, Page 560. 

5 



( 5*7 ) 

expended in their Service, he waj rcitdy lo anfwcr to any Queftion that could be put to him, upo, 
Honour, or upon Oath; That Letter arrived in thisHLountr'y in July 178^} no Notice was 
taken of it until the h 4 onth of h'^arch 1784^ and then tl^^Oourt of J'^ireiftors wrote to Mr. Haft- 
ings, tclli^ him. they did not mean to doubt his Integrity, but, as he had voluntarily offered to pivc 
them an Explanation, they aOced certain Qiieltions. The Queftions were, as I Ibted before - At 
what Periods he had received the fevcral Sums : What was his Reafon for concealing the Receipts 
from the Council, and taking Bonds for fome of thofe Sums, and entering others as Depofits- I 
think thefc were the Qiieltions. Mr. Haftings, as he told me, had not adterted to that Para- 
graph, 

Q. The finglc Queltion put to you was. Whether Mr. Haftings h.ad not, anterior to that Let- 
ter which he received from the Court of Diredors, piomifcd to give them an Account : You faid, 
He did — and ftated the Manner in which he did it ? 

A. Jult fo. 

You have faid, in your Anfwcr to a former Queftion, that you arc certain it never was Mr. 
Haftings’s Intention to conceal any of thefe Tranfadions, rcipeaing this Money taken : I beg a 
ftiort Paftfage may be read to the Witnefs from Mr. Haftings’s Letter from Cheltenham, which has 
been read To-day. 

Read, Extra6l of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to William Devaynes Efquirc, Chair- 
man of the Honourable Court of Diredors, dated Cheltenham, nth July 1785, be- 
fore delivered in. 

“ Of this I am certain, that it was my Defign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all 
the Sums^ except the Second, even from the Knowledge of the Court of Direftors (f?)/* 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether you have feen that Letter of Mr, Haftings ? 

A. I am glad to have an Opportunity of explaining what might othervvife have appeared very 
extraordinary. When I ftate concealing,** I mean that Mr. Haftings never intended to receive 
the Money for his own Benefit ; that he never meant to receive Fifty or an Hundred I houland 
Pounds, or even One Rupee, to the Benefit of himl'df. 

In your Declaration that Mr, Haftings never meant to conceal the Prefents he had received, 
(lid you mean to fay, that he never meant to conceal the Fad: of receiving them at any Time ? 

A. It is impofiible for me to ftate what Mr. Haftings intended to do: Mr. Haftings was at 
Cheltenham, and I at Tunbridge Wells, at the Time the Letter was written ; fo that 1 really did 
not advert to that Pafllige, and cannot tell what Mr. Haftings’s Intentions were at all. 

Q. The (Queftion is not about what Mr, Haftings’s Intentions were, but the Senfe of the Ex- 
prcilion you made Ufe of, that you were confident Mr. Haftings never meant to conceal the Re- 
ceipt of the Prefents: Upon your making Ufe of that Expreflion, a Paffage of a Letter written 
by Mr. Haftings from Cheltenham, was read to you; and then the Queftion put to you was, 
What you meant by that gencial Expreflion, that he never meant to conceal Prefents? Do you 
mean to fay, that he never meant to conceal the Receipt of Prefents from any Perfon, or at any 
Time ? 

A. I conceive Mr. Haftings to have rpeant, that the Prefents recorded (hould appear only in fo 
far as they appeared in the General Account, as a Sum of Money carried to the Company’s Credit ; 
but he never meant to give any particular Explanation, excepting in fo far as thc7 fhould appear 
upon the Accounts. When he ftates, that he meant to conceal the Receipts from the Knowledge 
ot the Court of Direeftors^ I fancy he meant that the Tranfadion fhould no farther appear than it 
would appear by the Court of Diredors finding Five, Six, or whatever the Sum of Lacks of 
Rupees was carried to their Credit in the fevcral Accounts. 

9 :^ When you fiid you was very confident Mr. Haftings never meant to conceal the Prefents, 
did you mean Mr. Haftings never mc^nt to conceal them for any Time, or from any Perfon ? 

A. What I meant was, that he did not intend ultimately to benefit himfcif; and every Sum 

Money received muft appear, fomchow or other, on the Company’s Books. 

Q. Mr. Haftings, in his Letter from Cheltenham, fays, Of this I am certain, that it was 
‘ my Defign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all the Sums, except the Second, even 
‘ horn the Knowledge of the Court of Direftors (^).”) Now, how were thefc Sums to appear 
upon the Company’s Accounts (as you have ftated they would), if the Knowledge of them was 
concealed from the Court of Diredlors ? 

A. I mean any particular Explanation. I certainly undcrft(X)d it fo ; but I think there is an- 
other Part of that fame Letter which I think will explain it. 


(d) Yidcfiipra, Page 554, Line 18 from the Bottomt 
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Gl The Letter proceeds thus : * Thc^had anfwercd my Pprpolc of pUblick Utility, and I 

* had almoft totally difmifled them frowsy Remembrance •, but when Fortune threw a Sum ia 

* my Way, of a Magnitude which could not be concealed, and the peculiar Delicacy of my Situa- 

* tion, at the Time in which I received it, made me more circumfpecl of Appearances, I chofc to 

* apprize my Employers of it (^V Whether you do not underftand by this Faflage, that Mr. Haf- 
lings would not have difcloled the Receipt ot that SUm, if he could have conceal^ it ; Take the 
I'wo Paffages together ? 

The Letter was fliewn to the Witnefs. 

A. Mr. Haftings, in another Part of this Letter, fays, ‘ I havefaid, that the Three Firft Sums 
‘ of the Account were paid into the Company*s Treafury, without paflTing through my Hands; the 
‘ Second of thefe’ (that is, the Second of the I'hrce Firft Sums, Cheit Sing’s) ‘ was forced into Notice 

* by its Deftinaiion and Application to the Kxpence of a Detachment, which was formed and cmploy- 

* cd againfl: Mahdajee Scindia, under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac, as I parti cu- 

* larly apprized the Court ot Diredtors, in my Letter of the 29th of December 1780. The 
‘ other Two were certainly not intended, when 1 received them, to be made publick, though in- 

* tended for publick Service, and adlually applied to it. The Exigencies of the Governn^nt 
‘ were at that Time my own, and every Preffure upon it refted with its full Weight upon my 
‘ Mind. Wherever I could find allowable Means of relieving thofc Wants, 1 eagerly feized 
‘ them ; but neither could it occur to me as neceflary to Rate, on our Proceedings, every little 

* Aid which I could thus procure; nor do 1 know how I could have Rated it, without appearing 

* to court favour, by an Oftentation which I difdained, nor without the Chance of exciting the 

* Jealoufy of my Colleagues, by the conftruftive Aflertion of a feparate and unparticipated Ment, 

* derived from the Influence of my Station, to which they might^ have laid an equal Claim (b)* 
I conceive, that when Mr. Haftings talks of concealing, he does not mean to conceal the Re- 
ceipt of the Money ; bccaufe it muft have appeared (except he had appropriated it to his own 
Ufc, which I am furc he did not intend to do), either under the Head of Durbar Charges, or as 
aDcpofit, or Bonds: And I think Mr. Haftings intended to have entered into no Sort of ExpVa- 
nation with the Court of Direftors upon it, bur, when he quirted the Service, merely to have 
delivered up the Bonds, without any further Explanation. Whether 1 am correft in what his 
Intention was, I cannot lay ; but that is my Idea. 

Q. You have faid before, that you did not think he meant to conceal them ; which you have 
explained by faying, he meant to apply them to the publick Service ; which Application to 
the publick Service would difclofe them : TheQiieftion now a(kcd is, Do you believe that he did 
not mean to conceal the Fadl of the Receipt of the Prefents at the Time the Receipt woi 
had ? 

A. At the Time the Receipt was had, certainly; but I did not underftand the Queftion fo. 

My Meaning was, for ever.” I underftand you to fay, that could not have been his 
Intention, bccaufe, though he might have concealed them at the Time, yet, meaning to apply 
them to publick Purpofes, you think they muft have appeared in the Durbar Charges, or under 
fomc other Head ; do I underftand you corrcftly ? 

A. Yes. 

Then now explain the following Paftage, in the Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Direttors, dated Fort William, i6th December 1782, where, 
ipeaking of thofe Sums, he fays, I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong Motive, from 
“ yours and the publick Eye forever; and I know that the DifEcultics to which a Spirit of 
Injufticc may fubjeft me for my Candour and Avowal are greater than any poffiblc Inconve- 
“ nience that could have attended the Concealment, except the DilTaiisfaftion of my own Mind(r).’* 
—Whether that does or docs not avow a Power to have concealed thofc Sums for ever from the 
publick Eye, without any Poftibility of their being difeovered, and only under the Diffatisfaftion 
of his own Mind ? 

A. When Mr. Haftings ftates the Paftage, I could have concealed/* &c. he means, if I had 
intended to appropriate to my own Ufc this Sum of Money, I might have done it; I underftand 
that to be the ^nfe of this Paftage. 

Do you know what Interval there was between Mr. Haftings*s receiving the Prefent of 
100,000 1 . from the Nabob at Chunar, and his firft Confefllon of it, under the Cifcumftanccs 
Rated by Mr. Haftings, that it was of a Magnitude not to be concealed ? 

A. According to my Conception, Mr. Haftings difclofcd it to ihc Court of Direflors by tlic 
firft polTiblc Opportunity : No Time was loft. 

Q;^ When was that ? 

A. Bills were granted upon the Houfc of Gopaul Dofs for the Money, 10,30,000 current 
Rupees about the Middle of September 17815 it muft have been about that Time, bccaufe the 

(a) Vide fupra, Page 554, Line 16 from the Bottom. (^) Vide fupra, Page 554, Line 2i* 

[c) Vide fupra, Page 558, Uft Paragraph of the Letter. 
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Mabob came the nth, and quitted Chunarj I believe, the 19 th September: thefe Bills were in 
part received in the Month of January, and the Whole was received in the Month of March.-— 
Before one Half of the Sum bad been received, Mr. Hallings fentto the Court of DireAors an 
Account of all his Tranfaftions at Benares, and refpeciing t*5<^ums » and with that Account he 
alio ient the Particulars of this Prefent } that it had bccn^madc in Bills j that Part had been 
received s that the Part received had been appropriated to the publick Service v and that the Re- 
mainder (hould be appropriated in like Manner as fall as he (hould receive it ; And according to 
my Idea, Mr. Haftings did fend home that by the earlicll pofTtble Opportunity. I believe I have 
already mentioned, that Mr. Haftings* Letters were too late for the Swallow ; he had conceived 
that the Swallow would have waited until his Difpatches reached Calcutta, but Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Maepherfon thought it right to difpatch that Ship, without waiting till they arrived and an- 
other Vcflcl, the Nancy, was taken up, and by that Ship they came, 

Q. Do you not know that Mr. Haftings wrote a great Number of Letters to Mr. Wheler and 
the Council at Calcutta, during the Interval between bis receiving the Prefent, and the Time when 
he firft difclofed it, in the Letter which pafTed through your Hands ? 

A. 1 dare fay he did -, 1 have no doubt of it. 

Do you not know it ? 

A. 1 have no Doubt of it it certainly muft have been fo. 

Q. Is this Prefent in any Way mentioned or alluded to in any one of thofe Letters or Communi- 
cations to the Council ? 

A. No } nor do I remember it ever was mentioned to the Council till the Intelligence of it was 
returned back again from England to Bengal. 

Q. Do you know whether, when the Communication of this Prefent was made to the Court of 
Diriiflors, Mr. Haftings did not apply for the Whole of the Money to be given to him- 
ll-lf? 

A. In the Terms of the Queftion, I do not think he did. I think he fubmitted to the Court 
of Direftors, Whether, in Confidcration of his long Services, and having a fmall Fortune, they 
would choofe to adjudge the Depofit to him. The Court of Direttors, who were perfediy cofn- 
petent to aft as they plcafed, chofe to adjudge the Depofit to thcmi'clves. 

Do you or not underftand that to have been aflting the Court of Direftors for the Money ? 

A. It certainly is to a Degree; it is an Application not exaftly as ftated in the Queftion ; but, 
to be fure, it is fomeching very like alking them for the Money. 

You call the Prefent, as Mr. Haftings himfelf does, a Depofit. From Mr. Haftings’s Letter, 
did you not underftand that the Money had not then been expended at the Date of the Letter 
from Mr. Haftings f 

A. Certainly not; I underftand the Word Depofit to mean, th.it it (hoUld be a Point unde- 
termined, whether the Property fliould be Mr. Haftings's, the Court of Direftors, or whether, as 
the Committee were of Opinion, it (hould be taken in Liquidation of Part of the Nabob’s 
Debt. 

The Queftion is, Whether the Money was not at that Time in Part expended f 

A. Certainly, it was received and expended for the Publick Service. 

Q. Whether the Prefent was not in Bills upon Gopaul Dofs ? 

A. It was in Bills, but they had been in Part realized before the aoth of January 1782 . 

Q. Whether Mr. Haftings does not ftate that his Reafon for accepting the Prefent was to an- 
fwerhis then prcfTing Exigencies, and to pay the Army ? 

A. The Letter will fpeak lor itfdf to that Point ; I do not think exaftly as the Queftion is put 
that it does fo Hate, It ftates he accepted it gladly, having no Fund at that Time, for the Pay- 
ment of his own and the Companies Exigencies. 

The Managers for the Commons defired an Extraft from a Letter to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Direftors, ligned Warren Haftings, and dated Patna, 20th 
January 1782, delivered in Yefterday, might be read (a). 

Read, the following Extrafl from the lame. 

' “ This Donation was not made in Specie, but in Bills, which have been in part only, and tar- 
dily realized^ being drawn on the Houfc of Gopaul Dofs, who was at the Time a Prifoner in the 
Hands of Cheit Sing.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs. 

(X How could Mr. Haftings have employed that Prefent, fo circumftanced, to the Payment of 
the Troops at the Time be received it ? 


(«) Vide fupra, P. 544- 
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A. Undoubtedly 1 conceive he could ; Gopaul Dofs was only the Firft Partner in the Houft - 
the Confufion occafioned by the Infurreflion of Cheit Sing, had, in the Middle of September, be- 
gun to fubfulej and though (not fpeai^g t&a Day), at the Moment Mr. Haftings got the BiHj 
he could not turn them to Calh undq^ptcdly, yet with Bills for R‘ io,oo,ooo in his Hands, upon 
fuch a Houle as that of Gopaul Dofs, which I fuppofc, is worth near a Million Sterling, there 
was no doubt but in the Courle of a fliott Time a Part of thefc Bills might be received j and as I 
Isclieve the Troops in the Province of Benares were then Three and Four Months in Arrears, the 
Produce of thefe Bills, or of fuch Parts as could be paid, might be very fcafonably employed to. 
wards our Prefervation in India. 

Whether the Houfe of Gopaul Dofs would not as readily have accepted the Security or 
Drafts of the Company or Governor General, as thofe of the Nabob ? 

A. I think it is very likely they would : But I will put it upon what Place Mr. Haftings could 
have given the Draft. At that Period, the Treafury of Calcutta, as appears from the Minutes of 
Mr. Maepherfon, was empty \ and a very confiderabic Remittance had been made to the Coaft of 
Coromandel, to Madrafs, where the Army was on the Point of mutinying and dilbahding j and 
to complete the Remittance, Mr. Whelcr and Mr. Maepherfon had been obliged to ftrctch the 
Company’s Credit as far as it would go ; and under thofe Circumftances, I think, Rs. lO, •50,000, 
procured from any Man or Men, under any Circumftances, was performing a very cifentiai 
|Hiblick Service. I believe tlie Company owed Gopaul Dofs 25 or 30 I.acks of Rupees at that 
rime, for Drafts he had given to General Goddard ; they were confiderably in his Debt at 
that Time I know. 

Whether he would have anlwcred Drafts upon the Treafury of Calcutta, if Mr. Haftin^rs 
had made them ? ** 

A. I believe, in Confidence he would ; that when the Company could pay they would. » 

Q. Whether the Wants of the Troops of the Eaft India Company would not have been equally 
well fupplied, by receiving this Sum of Ten Lacks, in part Payment of the Nabob’s Debt to the 
Company, as by receiving it as a Prefent to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. Moft undoubtedly and obvioully. 

The Managers for the Commons defired the Credentials from Mr. Haftings to the 
Witnefs, appointing him his Agent, might be read to him. 

Read, Extract of a Letter to the Chairman of the Court of Direftors, llgned, 
Warren Haftings j and dated, Fort William, January 6, 17!) i; from Book 29, already 
delivered in ■, beginning at Page 272 of tlie laid Book. 


“ To the Chairman of the Court of Diredlors. 

“ Sir, 

“ Having thought proper to appoint an Agent at home, for the Purpofe of attending to my 
political intcrefts, and managing all my public Concerns, ,I take this Opportunity of acquainting 
you, that I have fekaed Major Scott for this Service, and have furnifhed him with fuitable In- 
fti uiftions ; and as this Gentleman is poflefled of every ncceffury Information relative to the State of 
this Government, he will be ready to communicate with you on all Matters wherein you may think 
It proper to alk his Opinion. 

“ It is material to me to make one Obfervation — that, in my Inftruclions to Major Scott, I have 
particularly provided, that I will iuffer no Perfon whatever to perform any Ad in my Name, that 
lhall be conftrued to imply a Refignation of my Authority ; protefting againft the Exercife of lb 
angcrous a I ower, from its having been aflumed upon a former Occafion, without being warranted 
by my Lonlcnt, or by any previous Inftrudions that could bear the moft diftant Tendency to fuch 


^ Honour to be, 

“ fort William, Sir 

January 6th 1781. Your ^oft obedient, and moft humble Servant, 

Warren Haftings.", 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

apprizing the Court of Diredors, till January 1782, 
iv/i u of the Prclent from the Nabob: — Did you receive any Difpatch over Land from 

Prefent? Middle of September 1781, and the Time of the Difclolurcof this 

k 1"°^* Swallow, nor was a Line received from Mr. 

Nymp? ’ Gentleman, by the Swallow, nor by the Veftel which lailcd from Madras, the 

^ Y« ^ Swallow ? 
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The Managers for the Commons ftated, they wot^d next prove that Two Ships did 
fail, by which Mr. Brings might have fent this limlligence; the Nymph Sloop m 
October 1781, and arrived in May 1782 j and the Swallow, whofe Difpatches are dated 
the 3(l.0ecember 1781, and which arrived the 3d June 1782. The Swallow was in- 
tended to carry Mr. Haftings’s Difpatches, but Ihe failed before Mr. Ballings arrived 
at Calcutta.* 

Do you know any Thing about the Nymph failing ? 

A. Yes, pcrfcftly well. 

Q, Did you receive any Letter by the Nymph ? • 

A. I did not receive a Line cither from Mr, Ballings or any Body elfcv I believe there were not 
lefs than 50,000 Cavalry in the Carnatic at the Time the Nymph failed i and the Chances were 
Three, FourJ or Five to One againft a Letter reaching us by Land. 

Then Mr. Rob*ert Hudfon was again called in, and, in the Prefence of the Witnefs, 
was alked ; 

Q. When did the Nymph fail, and when did (he arrive ? 

A. Bcr Difpatches are dated. Fort William, the i6th Oftober 17S1 5 they were received at the 
India Houfe the i6th May 1782. 

Major Seen. The Nymph, to my certain Knowledge, was difpatched from Madras. 

Q. Was the Nymph in Point of Fail originally difpatched from Madras? 

Mr. Hu 4 fon. The hrlt Paragraph of this Letter, by the Nymph, will, 1 . believe, clear it up. 

Read, Extraft of a General Letter from the Secret Department to the Court of 
Direftors, ligued Edward Wheler and John Maepherfon, dated Fort William, i6th 
Oftober 1781, from Book 39, already delivered in. 

Par. 1. “ Wc avail ourfclves of the Departure of His Majefty’s Sloop the Nymph for the 
Coall, to addrefs you this Letter •, and we have requefted Sir Edward Hughes to forward it by the 
firft proper Conveyance.” 

How does that clear it up ? I take it, by that PalTage, the Ship was originally difpatched 
from Bengal to Madras, and that Sir Edward Flughes received Directions to forward it ? 

A. It went to Madras for the Chance of the Firft Difpatch Sir Edward Hughes Ihould fend to 
England) and he did in fadt fend, about taking Trincomale, or fome other of his Opera*, 
tions. 

The above PalTage was again read. 

When did the Swallow arrive ? 

A. Mr. Hudfon. Her Difpatches were received at the India Houfe the 3d June 1 782 >, they are dated 
the 29th December 1781 j but when flie failed foom Bengal I do not know j 1 believe in January. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That the Minutes 
were come, if the Witnefs wilhed to have them read. 

Then a Book, intituled, “ Minutes of the Eall India Judicature Committee 1782-3; 
N* 3,” was delivered in. 

Read, the following Extrafl, beginning at Page 19 of the faid Book.' 

# 

“ MartU, i Jttlii 1783. 

“ At the Eaft India Judicature Committee) 

General Smith in the Chair. 


« Prefent, 

Mr. Long, Lord Maitland, 

Mr. Burke, Mr. Elves. 

Mr. Anncfley, 


“ Major Scott, attending according to Order, was alked ; 

“ Have you received any Elucidation from Mr. Haftings concerning the Sums of Money 
Vfhich he fays, in his Letter of 22d May 1782. he has credited the Company ? 

“ I have a Letter from Mr. Haftings, in which he mentions that he has fent a ^ttcr to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Direftors, mentioning the Sums which he had received and paid 
into their Treafury, and dcliring me, provided it^lhould be milrcprcfcntcd to the 
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publifh the Letters. Mr. Haftings di^ot fend me a Copy of the Letters, but he faid he fup. 
pofed I rtiould get them at the India ^| 5 ufe. 

« Has he told you from whom he received the Three Lacks of Sicca Rupees, for which he ap- 
plied for the Company’s Bonds, in his Letter ot the 5th of January 1781 ? 

» No. 

« Whether you, as Agent to Mr. Haftings, have any Explanation to give relative to the Man- 
ner of Acquifition of thelc Three Lacks of Rupees, or any Circumftance concerning that Matter? 
“ No j 1 have not. 

» Have you any Explanation to give to the Committee relative to the 2,38,715 Rupees, which 
the Governor General paid in Gold into the Company’s Depofit m November 1780, and which 

was carried to his Credit ? 

“ No ; I have not. 

Do you know any Thing of the Receipt of this Money, or from whom it was received ? 

“ No i I do not. 

Do you know from whom Mr. Haftings received Money on Account of Durbar Charges, 
for which he was credited on the 30th April 1781, for 2,32,000 Rupees . 


“ No. 

« Do you know any Thing of a further Sum of 58,000 Rupees, entered under the Name of 
Durbar Charges, and carried to the fame Credit in April 1782 ? 

» No. 

“ Have you ever (hewn any Letters fince the Receipt of the laft Advices explaining the Re- 
ceipt of thole Sums, and from whom received ? ,01 

« No I had a long Letter from Mr. Haftings, which I have (hewn to fevcral Gentlemen ; 
but there is no Mention of the Receipt of any of thofc Sums in it. I have (hewn the Copies 
of the Governor General’s Letters to the Secret Committee, which I ohrained from the India 

Houfe. 

• » Have you received from the Governor General, or any official Perfon afting under his Or- 
ders, any other Elucidation upon this Subjefl; ? 

. “ No i I have not. 

« Have you got from Mr. Haftings any Explanation of the Prefent of 10,30,275 Rupees, 
which is mentioned in the Governor General’s Letters to the Secret Committee, ot 20th January 


*^»^Nothing but a Copy of that Letter which I received by the Nancy from the Governor Ge- 
neral. 

“ Did you not receive an original Letter from the Governor General to the Secret Committee, 
rcquclling their Pcrmiftlon to accept thc(e 10 Lacks ? 

“ Yes, and delivered it to Sir Hehry Fletcher. 

‘‘ Whether, when the Governor General fent fo important a Letter, and which was not en- 
tered upon the Minutes of the Council in India, he fent you any Explanation concerning it, or 

any Inftruftions relative to it ? . , , j-j • i- 1 

“ 1 had no Inftruftions but only to deliver it, which I did immediately. 

» Whether, after the Delivery of that Packet, you found any Thing in any Letter from Mr. 
Haftings, inltrufting you how to proceed on the Delivery of ihofc Letters, or to act in any 
Circumftance concerning them ? 

** No diicrctional Power ot any Kind, but to deliver them immediately. 

“ Whether Mr. Haftings aflTigncd any Reafon for fending his Letter of the 20th of January 
1782, to the Secret Committee, through you, inftead of fending it in the Packet, diredled in ttic 
ul'ual Manner ? 

“ No, he did not; the Letter is dated from Patna. 

« Would the Governor General being at Patna make any Difference as to the Letter, whe- 
ther it was tranfmitted through the Court General, or immediately through you ? 

** No j I do not think it would. 

Docs the Receipt of this Prefent of Ten Lacks of Rupees appear upon the Confultations m 
India? 

‘ “ Not that 1 know of, not having perufed the Confultations. 

** Have you received any Letter from the Governor General, in which Mention is made 
of any Prefent received by him from Cheyt Sing, late Rajah of Benares ? • o in 

“ I'herc is a Paragraph in a Letter from Mr. Haftings to me, dated 7th December , 

which he mentions having received Two Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing, which is as to - 
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« You may recolleft Two Lacks of Rupees that I Weitred from Cheyt Sing, which was an- 

* plied to defray the Charges of Major Carnac's Detachmfflt. The Court of Oireftors exprcflcd 
‘ Difapprobation of this, and charged me with a Neglcft for not telling them from whom I ob- 

* tained the Money ’ 

“ Does Mr. Haftings affign his Reafons for not mentioning to the Court of Direftors, or the 
Secret Committee, his having received that Sum of Money from the Rajah of Bcn,ires ? * 

“ No. 

« At what Time did the Governor General receive thefe Two Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt 
Sing, Rajah of Benares ? 

“ I really do not know, but 1 (hould fuppofc it to be previous to the 26th of June 17S0, bc- 
caule the Court of Direftors appear to have cenfured Mr. Haftings for not having toKI them from 
whom he received the Two Lacks of Rupees, which he had offered to pay for the cxtr.i Expentes 
of Colonel Carnac's Detachment. 

“ As Mr, Haftings was fenliblc that he laid • under the Difpleafure of the Court of Dircff ors, for '* Sic in Ong. 

not telling them forf whom he received that Money, what Ucaibn did he give lor commuiucating to t Sr m orig, 

you that which he had perlcvcred in J, in not communicating it to the Court ot Diredors, although i sicinOrig, 
called upon by them for that Information? 

“ He has not given any Realbn to me ; but I think he tells the Court of Diredors, that he is 
ready to anfwer any Queftion that can be put to him, cither upon Honour or upon Oath. 

** Did not the Court of Diredors afle of the Governor General this very Quellion ? 

“ I do not know \ I never faw the Paragraph that they fent out. 

« Did Mr. Haftings pay the 2 Lacks of Rupees which he received from the Rajah of Benares 
into the Company’s Treafury ? 

I do not know. 

“ Docs it appear any where on the Company’s Records, that he had received this Prefent from the 
Rajah of Benares ? 

Not that I know of j I believe not. 

Has he told you that this was the only Sum of Money that he had received from the Rajah of 
Benares as a Picftnt at that or any other Time ? 

No. 

« Whether Mr. Haftings has informed you what his Reafons were, at the Time of his offering 
to defray the Expences of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac’s Detachment from the Prefent which he had 
received from the Rajah of Benares, to ftatc in his Minute that he would take that Expence upon 
himfelf. 

“ No. 

Do you conceive that the Rajah of Benares would have refufed Aid to the Company, and yet 
give it as a Prefent to the Governor General ? 

Yes, I think he would : he might be induced perhaps to fuppofc that Mr. Haftings, from a 
pecuniary Confidcration to himfelf, might relax in his Demands for the Company, though 1 have 
not the fmallcft Reafon to believe that Mr. Haftings ever gave him Caufe to fuppofc ir. 

“ Do you conceive that if the Governor General had defired Cheit Sing to lend the Company 
j Lacks of Rupees, or even a much larger Sum, upon their Bond, that he would have denied fuch 
a Requeft ? 

‘‘ I think he would have evaded it, by pleading his Poverty. 

Do you think that the Company’s Influence over him was fo little, or their Credit fo bad, that 
he would have liazardcd the Difpleafure of the Court General rather than lend them Money upon a 
Security for Repayment ? 

Yes, I think he would ; and t)ccaufe I have heard Lieutenant Colonel Upton, and many 
other Officers, complain of the DifafFeftion of Cheyt Sing’s People, and his own Unwillingnefs 
to oblige the Company. 

If Poverty was to be pleaded as an Excufe, might not that have I>cen pleaded with more 
Propriety when a Prefent was to be made to the Governor General, than when a Loan was to be 
m:dc to the Company which was to be repaid ? 

Yes, it might i but I look upon the Prefent to have been voluntary on the Part of Cheyt 
Sing. I think, if Mr. Hafti gs had alked Cheyt Sing to give him Two Lacks of Rupees, he 
would have pleaded Poveity. 

Do you confider the Prefent made by Cheyt Sing to the Governor General as made to him, or 
to the Company ? 

“ I confider it as made to the Governor General i but I think it became the Property of the 
Company the Moment he received it. 

If 
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“ If this Money fo given to the Goj^nor General became the Property of the Company, why 
did Mr. Haftings demand Five Lacks more for the Ufe of the Company as an extraordinary Aid 
for that Year from the Rajah ? 

» It did not appear to Cheyt Sing that it was to be the Property of the Company : I think 
it was tlic Prefiure of the Company’s Affairs that made him accept thofe Two Lacks of Rupees, 
and enforce tlic Payment of the Five Lacks during the War. 

“ Do you conceive that any Power in India, over whom the Britifh Influence extends, would 
rather give i'wo Lacks of Rupees to the Firft Officer of the Government there, than lend that 
Sum to the Company upon their Bond ? 

“ I think they would — fuch arc the Prejudices of the People. 

Major Scott withdraws. 

“ Adjourned till To-morrow.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Q. Is there any Explanation that you wilh to give, upon the Suggeflion of the Difference, be- 
tween the Evidence you have now given at the Bar, and the Evidence you gave before i 

A. 1 really do not conceive that there is any Obfervation I can make, except this j that I had 
fhewn the Paragraph of that Letter to General Smith : as the Sums were not particularly difcrinii. 
nated, wiien they were mentioned to me on the firft Part of my Examination before the Sekft 
Committee, I was afkcd, Did I know of whom fuch a Sum, and fuch a Sum, was received : I an- 
fwered, No ; but recollcfting that Circumftance of my Letter, I laid it before the Committee at 
large, as before I had fhewn it to General Smith { for the Way by which the Committee came to 
know that there was a Word about a Preicnt from Cheit Sing was from myfcif j I never bad a 
Wilh to conceal any Thing about the Prefents I trull the Matter very fufficiently explains itfclf. 

The Managers for the Commons were alked, whether there was any Queftion they 
wiflied to put to the Witnefs, by way of explaining it further. 

The Managers for the Commons did not put any further Queftion. 

Then the Witnefs acquainted tlie Houfc, that, upon the Evidence taken the Firft 
Day he was examined at the Bar of the Houfe, there was a flight Inaccuracy, which 
he begged Leave to corrett j and which he had mentioned to the Clerk upon firft 
feeing it. 

Tlien the Witnefs proceeded as follows : 

A Queftion was put to me, “ What other Perfon, to your Knowledge, had feen the Paper called, 

’* The Defence, before its* being read in the Houfe of Commons The Anfwer taken down is 
this : “ I really cannot ftatc any Gentleman, to my Knowledge, who has feen the Whole i but I 
“ can Hate thole who have wiitten Parts of it (a),’* Then I was defired to name any Perfons, and, 
among the reft, I mentioned Mr. Markham. — From the Manner in which it is taken down, it 
might be fuppoled Mr. Markham wrote Part of the Defence ; that is not the Fadl j what I meant 
to Itate was, that Mr. Markliain faw a Part of it before it was prefented at the Bar of the Houfe 
of Commons. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired Two Paragraphs of a General Letter to the 
Court of Direflors, figned Edward Wheler and John M‘Pherfon, dated, Fort 
William, 19th Otlobcr 1781, and indorfed, “ Re* p' Nymph Sloop of War,. 16th May 
1782,” might be read. 

Read, the following Extraift from Book ^.89, already delivered in» 

Par. 4, “ We have likcwife availed ourfelves of the Return of the'Nymph to Fort St. George, to 
dirp.itch a further Supply of Five Lacks of Rupees in Specie, to relieve the prefling Exigencies of 
that Prcridency. - 

5. “ \N'e llill detain the Swallow, in Hopes of being able to fend you full and fatisfadory In- 
formation by her of the Meafures concluded by the Governor General, and Ihall lofe no Time in 
difpatching her, a^i foon as we fhall be pofRfletl of ihcfc Materials, which we expeft daily.” 

(by a I.orJ.) I wWh to give the Witnefs an Opportunity of explaining one Part of his Evi- 
dence relpcding the Nymph.— Have you any Rc.afon to I’uppofe the Difpatches which have been 
read are inaccurate, in Hating the Nymph to have failed from Bengal to Madras, on the lOth of 
OdoberiySi? ^ 


(«) V’ide fupra. Page 374. 
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A. No, I conceive the Faft to be this j that the Nymph was lent from Madras to Bengal wicl> 

Letters, earneftly preffing the Government of Bengal to fend Supplies of Caih, of which they were 
very much in want : That Mr. Wheler and Mr, Macpherf^took the Opportunity of the Return 
ot that Ship with Money to fend a Letter to the Court of DireftOrs, under the Idea that Sir Ed- 
waid Hughes would find it necelTary to difpatch a Velfel to Government, with Advice of the Ope- 
rations of the Wor. — That Sir Edward Hughes, fomc Time after the Receipt of that Letter, did 
think proper to difpatch this very Ship the Nymph, which was not fuppofed, at the I'ime Ihc left 
Bengal, to be bound for Europe. — He difpatchcd this very Ship with the Account of the taking of 
I rinicomalc. — I conceive that to be the Fad. 

Read, a further Extraft of the General Letter to the Court of Direflors, figncd, 

Edward Wheler and John Maepherfon j and dated, Fort William, oaober 19th 1781 ] 
above produced and delivered in (a). 

“ Fort William, Oftober j6th 1781, 

“ Honourable Sirs, 

Par. I. “We avail ourfclves of the Departure of His Majcfty’s Sloop, the Nymph, for tlic 
Coaft, to addrefs to you this Letter j and we have requefted Sir Edward Hughes to forward it by 
the firft proper Conveyance. 

Par. 2. “ In a Ihort Time we propofe to difpatch the Swallow Packet direft for England ; by 
her we (ball have the Honour of communicating to you the fulled Information regarding your 
Affairs. We hope we are not too fanguine, in expcdling to tranfmit you then, vciy fatis^dtory 
Advices, and fuch as may effcdually relieve you from the Anxiety necelfarily created, by the Ac- 
counts which you muft have lately received from this Country.” 

(ly a Lord). Was the Letter of January 1782, that was put into a Box addrefied to you, 
the finglc Inftance of a Communication of Mr. Haftings, through you, to the Secret Committee ? 

A. I am not quite certain, but I think it was the only one. 1 do not fpcak pofitively. 

Was Mr. Haftings in any general Habit of tranfmitting Letters to the Secret Committee, 
through you ? 

A. Mr. Haftings tranfmitted Letters through me to the King’s Minifters, when he wrote to 
them i but I think that is the only one, through me, to the Secret Committee. 

(by a Lord.) In Explanation of that Part of your former Evidence at the Bar of this 
Houle, where you fay, “ I really cannot ftatc any Gentleman, to my Knowledge, who has feen 
the Whole, but I can ftatc thofe who have written Parts of it;” 1 underftand you now to fay, that 
tlie Word, written, is aMiftake and you mean to fay, “Jeew Parts of it ?” 

A. As applied to Mr. Markham only. 

Did Mr. Middleton write any Part of that Defence ? 

A. No V Mr. Middleton wrote no Part of it : But he furnifhed me with Minutes and Ob- 
fervations, which I altcrwards drew up^ and put into Form. 

Whether this Paflage is a Part of the Defence written by Mr. I lalhcd, as it flood when it 
was carried by you to Mr. Haftings, and read to him— Speaking of Cheit Sing, he fays, “ Whether 
or not 1 perfonally forgave him, is of no Confequence : I never fought to punifh him, but on pub- 
lick Grounds; and, had he faithfully difeharged his Duty to the Company, he would never have 
heard a Syllabic of my Rcfcntment (^)i” was this Paflage read by you to Mr. Haftings when you 
carried him the Copy of that Defence, to know whether he approved of it, or not ? 

A. If that Paflage is not one of thofe PalTagcs in Mr. Halhcd’s Hand-writing — (I have not the 
Defence before me now) — it certainly was ; if it is a Part that is in his I land-writing, it was not. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Managers for tlie Commons Rated, they Ihoukl next proceed to trace this 
Prefent through Gopaul Dofs to the Time the Begums were plundered, and Ihcw that 
Gopaul Dofs was particularly recommended by Mr. Haftings to Mr. Middleton. 

Then Mr. Robert Hudfon being again 'called, protluced a Book marked C, and 
intituled, “ Letters from the Board — 1775 to 1782.” 

Read, a Letter from Mr. Haftings to Mr. Middleton, dated Benares^ aad Deccm 
ber 1781, from the faid Book. 

“ Mr. Nath* Middleton, Rcfident at the Court of his Excellency the Vizier, Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

" The Services rendered to the Company by the Houfe of Gopaul Dofs * Hurry Kiflrn Dofs, * SicinOng, 
>1 their fcvcral Remittances of Cafh to the Weft of India, and wherefoever clfe’thcydiave had 
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Occafion to fend Supplici of Money to their Troops •, the Pun£luality with which the BilU have 
been always honoured and paid, and the large and extcnfive Credit which this Huufe polTcfTes 
wherever it has any Dealings, are ^ ftrongeft Reafons for my wifhing to give it every Encou. 

•SicinOrif. ragement within the Power of our Government; and I defire that, in* any Remittances which 
you may ever have to make on the Company’s Account by Bills of Exchange, either to Calcutta 
or to the Stations of the Army, may be taken from it, whenever offered, if the Rate of them be 
as moderate and equitable as that of thole obtainable from any other Perfon. Gopaul Dol's has 
a Gomaftah refiding at Lucknow. 

“ I am. 

Sir, 

“ Benares, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

“ aad December 1781. (Signed) Warren Haftings." 


Then the Witnefs produced a Book marked B, Intituled, “ Letters to the Board, 
from 1777 to 1782.” 

Read, a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings, dated Fayzabad, 15th Ja- 
nuary 1782, from the faid Book. 


“ To the Honourable Warren HaRings, Governor General, &c. &c. fkc, 

« Sir, 

I was duly honoured with your Commands of the izth and aid December laft; the former 
refpcAing a Seizure which had been made by Khoja Bahar Ally Cawn of fome Cloths manufk- 
tured at Tanda on Account of Gualdafs and Bolanaut, Merchants of Benares, under Pretext uf 
their being the Property of Ram Laulla, who he had confined on a Charge of Debt ; and the 
latter recommending Gopaul Dafs, in particular Terms, for his Services to our Government, and 
the Punctuality with which he has acquitted himfelf of all his Engagements and Tranfadtions with 
it. To this. Sir, be affured I ihall pay the mod attentive Regard, and always give his Houle 
that Preference to which it has lb juft a Claim, in all Remittances or Money TranlaClions whit It 
may pafs through my Office. 

“ Immediately on my Arrival at Fayzabad, I made a ftriCt Inquiry into the Complaint of the 
above mentioned Seizure, and finding, from a Variety' of Evidence, the FaCt precifely as it had 
been ftated to you, I caufed the Cloths to be relcafcd and delivered over to the Gomaftah of Gual 
Dafs and Bolanaut, who attended here for that Purpofe. 

“ It having alfo been intimated to me that Ram Laulla, a Shroff and Relation of Gopaul Dal'*, 
had been imprifoned by Bahar Ally Cawn, on Pretences equally vague and unjuft, which I had 
Keafon to believe was the Cafe, from my having failed in my Endeavours to procure his Enlarge- 
ment near a Twelvemonth ago, although folicited on an Offer of the Security of Gopaul Dafs and 
my own, if defired, for the Payment of whatever Sum Ihould appear due from him on an Adjuft- 
incnt of their Accounts : I determined alfo to take this Opportunity of inquiring into that Matter, 
and procuring the Man Jufticc ; for which Purpofe, I applied to Bahir Ally Cawn to fend him to 
me, and repeated the Offer of Security which 1 had before made ; he however thought proper to 
decline or rather evade Compliance with my Demand ; and to teftify his Rel'entment at the Appli- 
cation made for my Interference, he inftantly doubled the Guard on his Prifoner, difpatched an 
Efcort to bring his Family from Tanda, and by every Means in his Power encreafed the Rigour of 
his Confinement. In this Situation he remained until the Day after the Seizure of Bahar and Jowar 
Ally Cawn, when he was brought to me by my own People loaded with Irons, which I had im- 
mediately taken off, and letting him at Hrge, have defired him to deliver me a Statement of his 
Account with Bahir Ally Cawn, which I (hall take Care to fee equitably adjufted. 

“ Fayzabad, I have the Honour to be with, &c. &c. &c. 

the 15th January 1782. (Signed) Nath. Middleton.” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middle- 
ton to Mr. Haftings, dated Lucknow, 21ft Feb. 1782. 


« Sir, 


“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, 8fc. &c. 8cc. 


It appearing by a Letter received from your Accomptant General, dated a^d Auguft 1781, 
that the Nabob’s Debt to the Honourable Company, agreeable to his Statement, exceeds the 
Amount at which it ftands in my Office, owing to Entries made in the Account at the Prcfidcncy, 
never before communicated to this Station ; I have deemed it expedient, although unauthorized 
by the Sanction of your Orders, to avail myfclfof Affets nearly equal to that Excefs, and fball re- 
uin them while the Accounts m through the Examination of the Nabob’s Officers, for which 
Purpofe they have been delivered to them ; and as foon as they have finilhed and given me their 
Report upon them, which they affure me ihall be in a very few Days, I fliall do mylelf the 
to lay it before you, in order to obtain your final Inftruflions for the Liquidation. 

_ , “1 have the Honour to be, with the greateft Refped, 

Sir, you?s,&c. . 

the 4ift Feb. 1782, (Signed) Nath, Middleton. 

Then 
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Thm the Wtmr. prpdacd . Book, marked E, intituled, •• Mifeellaneous Letter, 
1770 to 170 1. , ^ 

Mr._Middleto?to M^or Palmer, dated Lueknow, 
29th October 1781, from the fame Book. 


** To Major William Palmer, Military Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General. 

” Sir, 

“ I have received the Honour of your Letter of the 24th inftant, flenifyino to me the Governor 
Generars Commands, that I Ihould order Efcorts for fuch Treafure, as the Lmaftah of Gooaul 
Dofs may have to tranfport from Lucknow to Benares, from Time to Time, for the publick Service • 
which you will be plealed to alTure the Governor, lhall be punftually obeyed. ’ 

“ Lucknow, } jrn 5]^ ' 

the a9th Odfober, 1781. Your moft obedient, humble Servant {a).'‘ 


The Witnefs produced Book 85, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Council, 2d February 
to I ft April 1783.” ^ 


Read, Extraift of a Letter to Mr. Haftings, figned Nath. Middleton, and dated 
23 Oftober 1782, from the Appendix to a Confultation of the 3d March 1783, 
beginning at Page 356 of the fame Book. ' 


“ Fort William, id March 1783. 

“ At a Council j Prelent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, Prefidenti 
Lictenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief; 

Edward Wheler 1 

John Maepherfon i Efquires. 

John Stables J 


“ Extraift from Mr. Middleton’s Letter, dated ajd Oftober 1782. 

“ I muft beg Leave to refer you to my Correfpondence with the Honourable the Governor 
General, for a full y\ccount of the Origin and Nature of my Tranfadtions with the Begums at 
Fayzabad ; and the Letters which have pafled between me and the Officers who have Icverally 
commanded there, will (hew you the Progrcls and prefent State of that Bufincfs. The Balance 
due from the Bow Begum, upon her Agreement, made in January laft, after allowing her Credit 
for the trifling Articles lately lent here by Major Gilpin, will be about Five Lacks, which I 
apprehend may be realized,, if you deem it expedient to continue the Reftraints which have been 
impofed for that Purpofe: She had, indeed, given Major Gilpin the moft fatisfadtory Aflurances 
of an immediate Liquidation of this long depending Account, in which, I believe, Ihc was fin- 
cere i but, probably, from an Expedtation of a Change of Mcalurcs, upon my Removal, flic has 
lately rctradlcd thofe Aflurances, and now dcclafes her Determination to make no further Payments 
whatever, but upon the Certainty of her Jaghircs being rcltoicd to her ; which I could give her no 
Hopes of, as the Propriety of its Rcfumption has been fandlified by the Approbation of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General ; who further exprcfsly enjoins me, in his Inftrudbons of the aytli 
January, to exert my Influence with the Nabob, to prevent the Conclufion of any final Settle- 
ment between him and the Begums, until I (hould be furniflied with Inftrudlions from him or the 
Board on that Head. Not having, fince the above Date, received any Diredfions from the 
^ard, or the Governor General* relative to the Begums, 1 know not what may be their Wiffics 
in regard to them ; but I thought it, at all Events, my Duty, conformably to the Spirit of the 
Orders I had received, to retain Foffeflion of the Killa at Fayzabad, and the Perfons of the Bow 
Begum’s Two principal Eunuchs, until the Sum Ihc had ftipulatcJ to pay was fully liquidated, 
or the Honourable Board ffiould notify their further Pleafure : And in this State, Sir, I commie 
the Burmefs to your future Dircdlions, expreffing my fincere Wilb, that you may find Means to 
effedt the Recovery of this Balance j which, among other Balances, originally conflituted a Part of 
the Securities made over to Gopaul Dofs, for the Repayment of his Advance to the Vizier for 
the Company’s Ufe, and fliould, I apprehend, if jpoffible, be realized for Almafs Ally Cawn, who 
has employed bis own Credit upon the Faith of thole Funds for the immediate Satisfadlion of 
Gopaul Dofs’s Debt.” 


Stcict Dfpt 
MonJ.4/, 
3ti Matich. 


Then the Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, That the Evidence about 
to be produced rdated to the Treaty of Chunar, and requefted the Houfe would rccol- 
1 ^, that in the Anfwer put in by Mr, Haftings at the Bar, he ftates, in Contra- 
<ii 61 ion to all his former Statements upon that Subjedf, That upon the 19th of Sep* 
tember, when he ftgned the Treaty, he was apprized of all the Ctrcumftances which ne 
pretends ever to have known againft the Begums. 


fa) N. B. No Signature. 
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The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Firft Letter a^t to read was a 
Letter to Mr. Wheler, to whom Mr. liftings communicated all the Tranfactions he had 
learned rerpeaing Oude, or rcrpcair^hc Difaflfeaion of any Perfons he had come to the 
Knowledge of againft Government ; and begged the Houfe would obferve, that m this 
Letter, dated 1 8th of September 178 1, Mr. Haftings makes no Mention whatever of 
having any Sufpicions even of the Begums being difaffeaed to our Government. 

Read, the following Extraa, from Part ad of the Appendix to the Narrative of 
the Infurreaions at Benares, beginning at Page 115 of the fame Book. 


“ My lad was the nth. The Forces now aflemblcd arc the 6th, 7th, 19th, 30th, and 35th 
Bc^riments, Lieutenant Polhill’s Regiment of the Body Guard, Two Companies of European 
Grenadiers and Light Infantry, Thiity Artillery Men, and the Rangers, and 600 of the Nabob’s 
I lorfc Major Popham marched on the i6th ; one Divifion to Pateeta, another with Major Crabb 
to theBack of the Lutteefpoor. I do not expeft any thing ;dccifive fo ftwn as I wilh •, there mull 
be Delays, and I feci them forely, but 1 tliank God that I am myfclf a Witncfs of the EvtU, 
Wants and Errors of our Service, though I have been nearly the Vifttm of them, fince it has 
furnillicd me with tlie Means, though (low, of corredling them. The Province of .Oude has 
catched the Contagion but 1 fliall difmifs the Nabob in a few Days, and doubt not but his 
Troubles will be (bon quelled. I give my foie Attention to the prefent Objeft, which accomplilh- 
’ will follow. Major Crawford muft be near j 1 expeft him hourly. Believe no 


“ Num. 90. 

To Edward Wheler Efquire. 


cd, every other , 

Report. I have not yot received one l.ctter from you. 
“ Chunar, 18th September 1781. 


I atti, icc. 




The Managers for the Commons ftated, they fliould next read the Articles of the 
Treaty which related particularly to the Begums, vvith Mr. Haftings’s Obfervations 
upon them. 

Read, the following Extrafl from The Appendix to the Benares, Narrative, begin- 
ning at Page i of the fame. 

“ Num. I. A. 

“ Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 29th of November 1781, refpeding the 
Governor General’s Agreement with the Vizier. 

“ To Edward Wheler and John Maepherfon, Efquires, Members of the Council 

of Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I muft luve Recourfe to your Indulgence, on the Occalion of every Report of Importance, 
for the Delay in tranfmitting it. Many are the Caufes of thefe Delay.?, which I need not enu- 
merate, as I am inylclf the principal Sufferer by them ; Indeed I am almoft tempted to lay, that 1 
find a Sufficiency lor the Occupation of each Day in the Evil therebf, and in a Thoufand little 
Occurrences, lels known in a regular Procefs of Bufinefs, which exa6l their Share of ^**^ 1 ®*^ 
and pals without any fubftantial F.fFcd. It was for this principal Rcafon, that I have again uufted 
my Refidencc from Banaris to this Place, where I (hall hope for more Lcifure to bring up a long 
Arrears of Bufinel's, than it would have been polTiblc for me to have cleared if I had continued 

« i have now to inform you of my Tranfadions with the Nabob Vizeer, during his fhort Stay at 
Chunar : Thefe are comprifed in the inclofed Papers, viz. 

N° I. Articles of Agreement concluded with the Nabob Vizeer. 

I. A and B. Explanation of the above Articles. 

a. Agreement of the Nabob Vizeer. 

3. Rcafons for the above Agreement. 

4. My Inftrudions to the Rcfident. 

5. Orders iflued in confcquence of the Agreement 

I 

Read, alfo, the following Extra^f, beginning at Page 2 of the fame. 

To the Copy of the Articles of Agreement, N“ i. I have added the Papers N“ i. A, B, C. 

which will fully explain my Reafons for the levcral Articles •, and to thefe I beg Leave to rew 


you. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 209. 


[b) Vide fupra. Page 138. 
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you. Upon the Whole, generally, I have only to obferve further, that the Agreement was drawn 
up from a Series of Rcquifuions prefented to me by th^Nabob, to whom I was happy in the 
Occafionof making fuch a Return for the uncommon Inl%ce of 1 idelity and Attachment which 
he had recently Jhe\Vn to our Government, by an inftant and unqualified A film to each Article. 
This was done verbally in his Prefencc. And in like Manner I requeued and obraineti his Ac* 
quiefccncc in the Ihort Condition which followed mine. I confidcred the Subjefls of his Rcquelh 
as effential to the Reputation of our Government, and no lefs to our Intereil than his ; and »f the 
Kefidenc performs his Duty in the Execution of my Inftruaions, the Nnhub’s Part of ih^ h npage. 
mtnt, by a fingular Invcrfion of their Purpofes, in both Inftances, will prove of ilill gitaicr iicndit 
to him than to our Government, on whole Behalf it was exaded. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Chunar, with the greatclt Eftcem, 

29th November 1781. Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

Warren 1 ladings.*’ 

Num. I. B. 

« Copy of the Agreement concluded by the Governor General with the Vizeer, on the 

19th of September 17S1. 

The Nabob Vizeer ul Mummalick Affuff ud Dowlah AflTofF Jah Yeheyah Khan Bchader, 
having repeatedly and urgently reprefented, that he is unable to fupporc the Expenres ot the 
temporary Brigade, Cavalry, and Englifti Officers, with their Battalions, as well as other Gentle- 
men, who are now paid by him under the Denomination of Sebundy, &c. &c. anti having made 
fundry Requeds to that and other Purpofes j and as the Condancy and Firmnefs of his Alliance 
with the Company entitle him to every Cohfidcration and Relief that may depend upon us ; I 
Warren Hadings Governor General, Imaud ud Dowlah Jelladit Jung Bchader, &c. &c. on Be- 
half of the Governor General and Council, have agreed to the under-mentioned Articles, this 19111 
Day of September, in the Year of our Lord 1781, corrcfponding to the lad Day oF Ramzan 
1195 of the Hidjeree. 

“ id. That the temporary Brigade, and Three Regiments of Cavalry, be no longer charoed to 
the Nabob’s Account for the Year Fudelee 1 189, excepting a Term of fwo and an Half Months, 
which is required for their paffing the Nabob’s Boundaries*, and tor which, together with nil former 
Arrears, their ufual Pay and Allowances are to be made good: Alfo the h’ngjifli Officers with 
their Sebundy Battalions, and other Gentlemtn, excepting the Resident’s Office, now uj)on the 
Nabob’s Lid, be no longer at his Charge for the Year 1189 *, the Arrears being paid up with the 
Addition of Two Months Allowances. The true Meaning of this being, that no more 'Proc.ps 
be paid for by the Nabob than the Number of European Infantry, Artillery, and Sepoys agreed 
for, under the Title of One Brigade, with the late Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah, now paid for at 
the Rate of 2,60,000 Rupees per Month ; to which is now to be addetl, One Regiment of Sepoys 
of the prefent Edablidiment, exprefsly allowed for the Purpofc of proteding the Office, Trta- 
fury, and Perfon of the Refident at Lucknow *, the Pay and Allowances ot which are to com- 
mence from the id of Aughun next, at the Rilte of Rupees 25,000 per Month. The Regiment 
to be relieved every Three Months. The Brigade to be dationed or moved wherever the Nabob 
(hall direft, in the Mode preferibed in the former Treaty with the Nabob Vizeer deceafed. And 
finally, That whenever the Nabob Vizeer (hall require a funlicr Aid of Troops from the Cona- 
pany, the Pay and Allowances fhall commence from the Day of their paffing the Carum- 
naffia. Alfo, fhould the Affidance of the Nabob’s Troops be required by the Company, 
their Pay and Allowances, as may then be agreed upon, * be allowed during the 1 ime ihey , 
may ferve. 

2d. That as great Didrefs has arifen to the Nabob’s Government from the Military Power 
and Dominion afllimed by the Jagheerdars, he be permitted to relume fuch as he may find ncici- 
fary, with a Referve, that all fuch for the Amount of whole jagheers the Company are C iuarantecs, 
fhall, in the cafe of the Refumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Cullcdions, 
through the Refident, in ready Money. 

“ 3d. That as Fyz-Ooalla Khartlias, by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Prote(flion of the 
Englilh Government, and caufes, by his Continuance in his prefent independent Stare, great 
Alarm and Detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when Time fhall fuit, to relume his 
Lands, and pay him in Money, through the Refident, the Amount dipulated by Treaty, after 
dedufting the Amount and Charges of the Troops he dands engaged to furnifh by Treaty •, which 
Amount fhall be pafled to the Account of the Company during the Continuance ot the pic- 
fent War. 

“ 4th. That no Engliffi Refident he appointed to Furruckabad, and the prefent one recalled. 

“ 5th. That the Treaties made between the Englilh and the Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah be ra- 
tified between the prefent Parties, as far as may be confident with the above-written Articles ; and 
that no Officers, Troops, or others, be put upon the Nabob’s Edablidiment, cxclufivc of thole 
herein dipulated. 

^ Warren Hadings (^;). ’ 


Sit in Oi 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 138, & feq. 
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Read alfo, the following Extra^ from Page 8 of the faflW* 

^ Num. I. C. 

“ Minute of the Governor General explanatory of his Agreement with the Viacer. 

“ Par. a. The Mifehiefs to which the Nabob is expofed, from permitting a Number of rich indc* 
pendent Eftates, fupporting a Body of military Tenants, to be maintained in the Heart of the 
Country, are of the fame Nature which wc have recently experienced from the enormous Wealth 
and Influence of Rajah Cheit Sing-, and, in faft, the Nabob did experience them alfo, and at the 
lame Time, and from tl.e lame Caufes. 

“ The Jagheers, polTefTed by the Begums, have enabled them to give frequent Difturbance to the 
Nabob’s Government -, and, it can be well attefted, that they principally excited and fupported the 
late Commotions in Gooruckpoor, &c. in Concert with Cheil Sing, anil that they carried their 
Inveteracy to the Nabob and the Englilh Nation lb far, as to aim at our utter Extirpation. By a 
Dcfpotifm fo malignant, and a Conduft fo ofienfivc, and even dangerous to out Exiftcnce, as have 
been manifeflcd by the Begums, without the fmallcft Injury or Provocation on our Parts, they 
have forfeited all Claim to that Protedion which we alfordcd them, in exading from the Nabob, 
at the 'I'ime that Mr. Briftow aflifled him in obtaining 30 Lacks of Rupees from them, a Proinile 
to our Government, that thole Ladies Ihould enjoy lull PolTcinon of their Jagheers unmolcfted. 
Wc have a Right to withdiaw titis Protedion when they are no longer worthy of it, and to provide 
againlt their Machinations, by a ConcclTion of that Pledge which afforded them the Means of its 
juring and dillrelfing us. 

“ I'he Begums will fulTcr no adual Lofs by the Refumptions of the Jagheers, except of an In- 
fluence whicli they have invariably employed to the moft pernicious Purpofcs, againil one State 
which had conferred, and another which Iccured and proteded them} fiiKC it is Ripulatcd, 
that they lhall receive the Amount of the net Colledions of them, in Money, by the Hands of our 
KcTident. 

“ Tlufe Arguments will apply to the Situation of all the other JagheerdarS, though they may not 
to their adual Conduct or Dilpofitions but as we are neither engaged fpr their PoflelTions, nor 
have any immediate Connedion witli them, the Nabob fhould be left to the Exercife of his own 
Authority and Plcafure refpeding them (<?).” 


Read alfo, the following ExtraeV, beginning at Page 1 1 of the fame. 

“ Num. I. D. 

“ Copy of tlic Agreement made by the Vizeer with the Governor General. 

“ Having on my Behalf agreed to the Requifuions of the Nabob Vizeer, without Diminution or 
Referve, I muft now repeat the Ilcqueft, which I before verbally made to him, that he will be 
plealed to attend to fuch Propofals as I lhall have to make to him and to thefe I exped: his Aflent 
tlie more readily, as they have for their ultimate Objed his Intereft alone, that of the Company be- 
ing no further concerned than in the Influence which they will eventually have in the Payment of 
the Debt due from the Nabob to the Company. I therefore recommend to him to reduce the great 
Number of his Sebundy and other Troops to regular and compleat Eftablilhments s not to be 
paid by Aflignments of Revenue, but in Money from the Treafury -, and their Number not to 
exceed the certain Means of paying them. But as this may be difficult, without making a Repa- 
ration of the Nabob’s public and private Funds, I further recommend, that he receive into his*pri- 
vatc Purle no more than a fixed Monthly Sum for the Expences of his Perfon and Houlehold ; 
and that the Remainder of the net Collcdions be left in a public Treafury, under the Management 
of his public Minillers, and the Infpedion of the Refidcnt, for the Difcharge of his Military and 
Civil Dilbuifements. 

“ This Advice is not meant to affed the Aflignments adually made, arid which mud be annually 
renewed for the Payment of the paft Debt, and the current Demands of the Company. 

“ Signed and fcaled by the Nabob, accepting and 
promifing to conform to the above Advice {h)'* 


Read alfo, the following Extract, beginning at Page i6 of the fame. 

“ Num. 1. F. 

“ Second Minute of the Governor General, containing his Anfwers to poffiblc Objedions to be made 
againlt the levcral Parts of his Agreement with the Vizeer.” 

“ Few Objedions can be made to the Second “ ad. No Effeds of any additional Clamour 

Article. It may Ijc fuggelled, ill, that it will and Difeontent, excited by the Refumption of the 

excite Ckimour and Dilcontent, which in the Jagheers, could exceed ihofe of their adual De- 

prefent fediori i 


{n) f.mi.i, Pjge 141. 


(i) VlJe fupra, Page 14a. 
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prefcnt Tinse may be dangerous i. and adif, that 
It wilJ be, in a principal Inftance, a Breach of 
our Faith, whith is pledged to guarantee a Treaty 
concluded, through the Means. of Mr, BriAow, 
between the Nab^ Vizecr and the Nabob Allea 
Begum, his Mother ; in which it is ftipulated, 
that no fubfeqiient Claim (hould be made on her 
Property, or Invafion of her Rigljts. 


fec'Hon ; and the Begum herfelf had forfeited- all 
Preten!^ to the Bcncht ot the Treaty executed 
for her whalf, by having been the firrt Mow 
and moft bul'y Aitor of the Sedition 


Read alfo, the following Extraft, beginning at Page i8 of the fame. 

** Num. I. G. 

Letter of tnftruaions from the Governor (kncral to the Refident at the Vizeer’s Court. 

To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Rcfident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer. 

« Sir, 

“ Having Oft the 19 th inftant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizeer, tending 
to relieve his Finances of a Burthen they were no longer able to fuftain, with fundry other Claui'es, 
the Execution of which is intruded to you, 1 herewith indole an authentic Copy of the fame, for 
your Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has fubfcribetl and fcaled an Agreement in your Frc- 
Icncc, and in the Prcfencc of Mr. Richard Johnfon and Hyder Beg Khan, rcTpeding the better Ad- 
nainiftration of his Affairs 5 of which I alfo tranfmit you an authentic Copy. 

“ To thefe Papers, and to the Points confequently and neceflarily dependent on them, I think it 
neceflary to add the following Inftrudtions, to which I require your moft implicit Obedience. 

I need fcarccly inform you, that my chief Objcift in my Negociations with the Nabob has been 
to induce and afllrt him to bring his Government and Finances into fuch Regularity, as to pre- 
vent his Alliance from being a Clog inlb ad of an Aid to the Company, and to enable him to dit 
charge his Debt in the fliorteft Time poffible. To this End, the moft cflential Point is to limit and 
leparate his perfonal Difburfements from the public Accounts. 'J’hey mull not, in their total an- 
nual Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laft Thtee Years, ibis Amount, in 
Twelve equal Parts, (hould be paid him monthly out of the Firft Receipts, and the Remainder of 
thence Colleiftions placed feparately in a public Treafury, from whence his Public Military and 
Civil Eftablilhment muft be paid, under the foie Management and Controul of the Miniflers, with 
your Concurrence. It is of coui fe to be iinderftood that this has no Conneftion, and is in no 
Shape to interfere with the Company’s Afllgnments, and the Colledions upon them, which arc to 
be conduced as ufual : And as by the Addition of the Jaghcer Lands, with their Revenues, to 
the Nabob’s regular Collcftions, his Income will, or ought to be conlldcrably increafed, I (hall 
expeft that the Whole of the Excefs be appropriated to tlic Dilcharge of the Nabob’s Debt to the 
Company. 

“ After fettling the Amounrof the perfonal Difbiirfements of the Nabob Vizeer and his Houfe- 
hold, the next Point that will require your Exertions towards the general Arrangement of the public 
Charges, is to reform the eftablillied Muttaiena Troops, reducing them into One cftablilhcd Corps 
for the whole Service. If this Corps fliould be brought to confilt wholly of Cavalry, it would beft 
anlwcr mutual Benefit; leaving no Infantry in the Nabob’s Service but what may be neceflary for 
his Body Guard ; and to fupply the Deficiency, (hould any occur from fuch Arrangement, our In- 
fantry may be employed where Infantry are wanted, 

“ The Corps reformed and eftabliflicd, their Pay muft be ilTuecl from the public Treafury. No 
Affignmjents to be in future granted them, and thole already ifluetl to be recalled. 7'o complete 
this, all Numbers above what the real Service may require, or the adual net Receipts may be ade- 
quate to the full Payment of, muft be clifbanded as fall as their Arrears can be paid oflf. 

“ The Nabob will fcletft and appoint his own Commanders ; but if he (hould nominate improper 
Perfons, fuch as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or others deriving their Influ- 
ence from them, or of known DifaffeiUon to our Government, you are in fuch Cafe to rcmonftratc 
3gainft if, and if the Vizeer (hall perfilt in his Choice, you are peremptorily, and in my Name, to 
oppofe it, as a Breach of his Agreement. 

“ For the Management of the Collcftions, the Minifters, with your Concurrence, are to choofe 
*^11 Aumils and Colledlors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Rerponfibility, good Reputa- 
tion, and known Ability of the Perfons they clcdl, that Charges may, as far as pufTible, be 
avoided. 

^ “ Much is to be faid, though little may now fuir, upon the Subject of the Dillribution of Jufticc 
in the Nabob’s Dominions. For the prefent, I limit myfelf to dircdl you to urge the Nabob to 
endeavour gradually, if it cannot be done at once, to eftablilh Courts of Adaulut throughout his 
Ihftridls ; the Darogahs, Mowlavies, and other Officers of which muft be relcdletl, as in the Cafe 
the Aumils, by the Minifters, with your Concurrence. The Want of thefe Courts is equally 
hurtful to the Revenue, Government, and Reputation of the Nabob. 


« In 
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(a) Vide fupra, Page 145. 
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In confeqiience of the Difturbanccs which the rebellious Example of Rajah Cheit Sing has caufed 
in the Nabob Vizeer’s Country, I havci/ftrudted Colonel Morgan to afliit you on the Requifition 
of the Vizecr, communicated by you toWim, or at your own fingle Application, if any Cafe of Emer- 
gency (liould make it needful, with fuch Detachments as may be ncccffary, exclufivc of the Kegi- 
ment of Sepoys which is ftipulatcd to remain with you at Lucknow. This Power you are not to 
cxercifc but in Cafes of the moft urgent and manifeft NccefTity. It is direfted, that the Regiment 
ordered for the immediate Proteftion of your Office and Perfon at Lucknow, (hall be relieved every 
Three Months, and during its Stay there (hall adt folely and exclufivcly under your Orders. 

“ It is finally my pofitive Order, that you do not permit any Britifh Subjeft, or others claiming 
the Name and Protedion of the Company, to refide at Lucknow, or within any Part of the Do* 
minions of the Nabob Vizeer, except the Officers and 'Soldiers of the Army ading in their Duty, 
and fuch Perfons as are officially appointed to remain there. And that to fuch as are now at Luck- 
now, or in any other Part of his Dominions, not falling within the Defeription of the above Ex- 
ception, you give due Notice in Writing, that they quit the Country, allowing them a reafonablc 
Time, not exceeding Three Months, to (ettle their Affairs; and in cafe of their Refufal, you arc 
to inform the Nabob thereof, that he may ufe his own Authority to compel them to depart. 

“ I am, Sir, 

‘‘ Chunar, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

23d September lySt. Warren Hafting8(^}.” 

Read alfo, the following Extra6I, from Page 2 of the fame. 

“ I have alluded to the general Rcafons which have prevented me from tranfmitting the 
Reports of my Proceedings to the Board with Punduality. I am obliged to add a fpccial Caufc 
for the prclent Inftance, which is, that the Refulcnt having carried with him all the authentic Pa- 
pers relating to this Bufinefs to Lucknow, I have fince waited both for them and for the preced- 
ing Eftimates, which are yet incomplete, though fufficient for general Elucidation (i).** 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 82, intituled, Bengal Secret Council, 2d June, 
30 Ditto 1783.’* 

Read, a Letter to Mr. Haftings, figned Nath. Middleton, and dated Lucknow, 
22d December 1781, from the Appendix to a Confultation of 12th June 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 131 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 12th June 1783. 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 

Edward Whcler, 1 

John Maepherfon, v Efquircs. 

John Stables, J 

“ Appendix to Confultation 12th June 1783. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 19th inftant, and, in Ol'e- 
dicnce to your Commands, fliall forward to you, by the firft fafe Opportunity, your Agrecirnnt 
with the Nabob Vizier, together with fuch other authentic Papers as are conntdlcd with it, and 
have tlic Honour to be, with tlie grcatcit Refpeft, 

Sir, your moft obedient, 8cc. 8rc. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) “ Nathaniel Middleton, 

22d December 1781. “ Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court.” 

The Witnefs was dirc^led t 5 withdraw. 

m 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


{a) Vide fiipra, Paoc 146. 


{b) Vide fupra, P. 138, 
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T liE Mug 4fi theft" Pkct^, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor in- 
formed the ManaigerS for the Comihoh's, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

Then it was moved, that Major JOHN SCOTT be called in ; and being called in, 
he was examined as follows. 

You was aflced Yeftcrday, whether any other Letter than the Letter fo much in (^eftion, 
addrefled to the Secret ' Committee of the Court of Direftors, iras ever inclofed to you by Mr. 
Haflings ; to which you made Anfwer, There was not. I with you to explain Iiow it happened, that 
that Letter was inclofed to you, inftcad of being fent to the Court of Direftors ? 

A. I had it not in my Power, when I had the Honour to be before your Lordlhips Yefterday, to 
ftate any Reafon why it was fo ftnt ) but I ha^e fince Icen a Gentleman, Who was Secretary to the 
Council at that Time. 

The Managers for the Commons obfeiTed, that from what had fallen from the 
Witnefs, it appeared the Evidence he was going to give, was the Hcarfay of a Perfon 
he had feen j and fubmitted to the Houfe, whether it Was regular for the Witnefs to 
give fuch an Anfwer. 

The Witnefs was alked, 

Q;^ Have you any Account to give of your own Knowledge ? 

A. Noj I have no farther Account to give than that I underftood the Letter had been fent fo the 
Secretary to forward} by an Accident it was not forwarded by him } I have no Knowledge of my 
Own about it. 

The Houfe oblerved, it was of nO confequence what the Witnefs underftood j the 
onfy Matter of Confeqtrence bcirrg, that' the' Letter vvas there. 

Do you know of any Duplicate of that Letter having been Itrtt, and to whom ? 

A. Yes, a Duplicate of that Letter was fenr, and fent not through me, but dircdly to the Se- 
cet Committee of the Court of Diredors, through the ufual Channel. I underlbind that that 
Duplicate has b«n in ufe with the Court of Directors, and not the Original, which was, 1 believe, 
feft before the Sclcd Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 

Q;. tie Managers)', When was that Duplicate fent f 

A. I caifflck eitadly fay ( but it can be proved, c'xadly ta a Day, by the Records at the India 
Houfe. 

Qt, How do you know that that Duplicate was font ? 

7 I A. If 
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A. If it is proper to (late— I had it from Mr. Hudfon, the Gentleman who attend* from the 
India Houfc •, who told me it was at the India Houfe. 

Q. Do you know when it was fent 

A. I rather think, by the earlicft Opportunity after the Nancy. 

Q.{hi a Lord). Do you know on what Day Major Fairfax delivered the Box to you ? 

A? I do not know the exaft Day } it was one Day in July 1782 j it was the Day he arrived at 
the India Houfc. 

{hy the Managers). Whether, as the Agent of Mr. Haftings, you had, at any Time, Com* 
muntcation with him by Exprefles over Land ? » j j • j t 

A. Yes i I wrote repeatedly and regularly to Mr. Haftings over Land, and received Letters 
from him ; but I never received a Letter from Mr. Haftings, except a Difpatch came at the fame 
Time to the Company. I wrote to him, I believe, otice a Fortnight over Land. 

At what Time did this Species of Communication commence between you and Mr. Haft- 

ines, and when did it ceafe ? . j • 

A. I fent a Gentleman F.xprefs to Bengal, a few Days after the Refolution palled the Houfe of 
Commons for the Recal of Mr. Haftings i I fent another Gentleman Exprefs to Be ngal, after the 
Court of Proprietors had recommended it to the Court of Dirctlors, not to carry that Keiblution 
of the Houle of Commons into Execution. 1 fent Mr. Haftings, by Way of Conftantinople, an 
Account of the Death of tlie Marquis of Rockingham •, and that the Marquis of Lanfdown was 
at the Head of the Trealury. 

Q. The Objed of the Queftion i.s a General One : How long you continued in the Habit of 
cor^ponding in the Manner you mentioned before, by ExprelTes backward and forward over 
Land, with Mr. Haftings ? 

A. From the Month of May 1781 to the Month of May 1785, I believe t a afonth befort 
Mr. Haftings came to England, not being certain he would come that Year. 

When did you come over yourfclf ? 

A. I arrived in England in December 1781. 

Q. And you began that Kind of Corrcfpondence in the May following ? 

A. Yes. 

And continued it during the whole Time of his being rcfident there ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you mean, by Correfpondence, to fay, that you received Anfwers in the fame regular 
Way that you lent Exprefles over Land} whether the Corrcfpondence was as regular on one Side 

as on the other ? . , t c . li/r u a- ~.- 

A. I believe 1 have already faid, by no Means } I never received a Letter from Mr. Haltings, 

except a Letter was fent to the Company at the fame Time. 

What might be the Expcncc of thefe Communications fent by you, or paid by you on the 

Account of Mr Haftings in this Bufinefs ? r j o .1. 

A. I don’t exadly recollcft the Sum, but I think between Six and Seven thoufand Founds. 
1 don’t ipeak quite correftly. The great Expence was from the Gentlemen who went over. 
There were 1 hree Exprefles fent by Gentlemen, and their Expences of courfc arc always very 
high — and the others are expenfivc too— -going by Arabs acrofs the Defert. I think between Six 
and Seven thoufand Pounds. ' 

Who paid that Expcnce ? 

A. Mr. Haftings himfelf. 

The Witnefs was dircfled to withdraw. 

The Managers for the Commons dated, That the lad Letter of Correfpondence 
between Mr. Haftings and the Council at Calcutta, which was fubmitted to the 
Houfe, was addreffed to Mr. Wheler, and dated the 18th of September, upon the 
Day previous to the figning of the Treaty of Chunar j and that they fhould novv pro- 
tluce the Correfpondence between Mr. Haftings and Mr. Wheler, after the figning 0 
rhe Treaty of Chunar, down to the very Day upon which Mr. Haftings determined to 
Icize the Treafures of the Begums, to (hew that Mr. Haftings there details minutely 
all Reports — all Circumftances — all material Tranfaftions whatever that ca^ to his 
Knowledge, and never once mentions the leaft Hint or Infinuation againft the Be* 

^ Read, 
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Read. Extraft from Appendix to the Narrative of the Infurreftion at Benares be- 
ginning at Page lao of the faid Appendix. ' 

«« Nmj, jg, 

« To Edward Whcler Efquirc. 

« Sir. 

« I moft heartily congratulate you on the Succefs of our Arms in the Conqueft of Patecta • 
for the Particulars ot which I refer you to the tnclofcd Letter from Major Popham. I un.'eillanti 
that large Reinforcements, both from Lutteefpoor and Ramnagur, oppofed him in the Field. It 
was intended to attack both Patecta and Lutteefpoor at the fame Time ; and the formt r, by an 
inftant Aflault. M^or Crabb, with a ftrong Detachment, appointed for the latter Service, marched 
on the Night of the t5th by a large, and, as it has fincc appeared, fcarce praftirable Circuit, to- 
wards a Pafs which lies behind, or to the South of Lutteefpoor. A Letter received th.s Morniiiff 
mentions his Arrival on the Plain which adjoins to the Pafs, after a March of Three Days in- 
ftcad of One, as was expefted. It is the Road to Bidjeygur, and faid to be the Repofito'y of all 
the Rajah’s Ammunition. Major Popham marched at Two of the fame Night ; nor did lie reach 
his Ground with his whole Line until Ten, and then found the Place too ftrong to attempt it, 
without a regular Approach and battering Cannon. It fell at Six this Morning. I regard this 
Viftory as a decifive Turn of our publick Inftuencci but the greateft Proportion of n?y Joy is 
derived from the Confideration that it was gained with little Bloodlhed } an Advantage which 1 at- 
tribute, as I expeded it, to the fuperior Skill and known Compofurc, nor Icfs Humanity, of Ma. 
jor Popham. Major Crawford arrived here Ycfterday Morning much harafted, but without Lofs 
or Im^dimenc on his Way. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

« Chunargur, Warren Haftings (a)." 

20th September 1781. 

Read, Extraft from the fame Book, beginning at Page 120 of the fame, 

“ Num. 104. 

“ To Edward Whcler Efquirc. 

« Sir, 

“ On the 20th, Major Crabb defeated and routed a Body of the Enemy on the Plain above the 
Pafs of Suckroot : Their Lofs was 1 50 Men and 3 Guns, and much Ammunition ; our’s fmal). 
The Rajah that Evening fled from Luttecifooor j his Men followed his Example; and Ycfterday 
at Noon Major Crabb took Poffcinon, the Place being totally deferted. I was Ycfterday in Major 
Popham’s Camp, and vifited the Fort of Patecta and its Intrenchmcnt. They arc both con. 
temptiblc; but, in their aftual State, abfolutely impregnable againft an Attack, had they made 
any Keftftance. The Fort, chough irnall, is of Scone, with 4 Towers ; a parallel Rampart and 
Towers, and a Ditch of great Depth furrounding thele, and the I’own itlclf guarded by an In- 
trenchment extending far beyond it ; and the Space between Hills, Rocks, and Jungle, almolt 
impenetrable. At One o’Clock we had the Satisfaction to receive, by a regular Salute of 2 1 Guns, 
the inftant Information of the Pofteftlon of Lutteefjwor by Major Crabb. I have taken upon me 
to grant a Brevet Commiflion of Major to Captain Lane, who commanded the Grenadiers of the 
Army, and performed diftinguifhed Service. I this Inftant receive an authentic Confirmation of 
the above Intelligence from Major Crabb, 

‘‘ I am, Sir, &c. 

“ Chunargur, Warren Haftings (i).’* 

“ 2 2d September 1781.” 


Then Mr. Robert Hudfon was again called, and produced Book 36, intituled, 
“ Bengal Secret Confultations, from 2d July to loth December 1781." 

Read, Extract from a Confultation of i8th Oftober 1781, beginning at Page Ojo 
of the Ikme Book. 


“ Fort William, i8thO£tobcr 1781. 
“ At a Council ; Prefent, 


Edward Whelcr, and T 
JohnM‘Pherfon, J 


Joh 

The Honourable the Governor General abfent on a Vifit to the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc abfent on Service at Fort St. George. 


Vide fupnii Page 21 2. 


(S) Vide fupra, Page 215. 
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“ Letter from Mr. Haftings to Mr. Whekr. 

“ Sir, j 

“ I have lud the Honour to inforn|poo, in varipps and fuccefllvc Letters, of my Tranfa^ions, 
and of the Occurrences which have befallen me fincc my Departure from Calcutta, and efpecially 
fincc my Am -al at this Place, on the i4th;0f ,laft k w niy Intention to employ the firil 

Hours of tny Lcilurc in drawing up a detached Narrative of the latter for your Infornjation. In 
the mean Time I (hall continue p) advife you, from JTime to iTime, of iupb Circumftances of 
Moment as occur in the Coorie of daily Bufinefs, both for your Information and for the Means of 
obtaining your Sentiments upon them for any AfliH^nce apd Guidance. 1 deem it a Misfortune 
that not one of your Letters, written wjth the Knowledge of ,tbe late 'i roubles, have reached me-, 
and I much fear that many pf mine may have mikarried, .fpr which Rcafon I (hall caufc to be 
tranfcribed Copies of all written fincc i6th of laft Month, and, (hall tranfmit them to you. 

“ L,cft my Letters advifing you of pur late Succefies (bould have been intotoepted, I think it 
proper to repeat in this the Subfiance of them. 

“ The Arrival of the Detachment from Cawnpore under Major Crabb, of loth inftant, and 
Major Robertfoh, I3ih, enable M^or Popham to take the field with a confiderable Force. R 
was publickly expefted that his firft Attempt would be made upon Ramnagur ; ibut fuch Infor* 
mation having been given of the State of the Two Fortrefles of Lutteefpoor and Pat(;eta,' as (eem- 
■ cd to promile the certain and immediate Redudtipn of thofe Places, he accordingly farmed his 
Army into Two Detachments, one commanded by Major Crabb, confifting of ill Battalion of 
6th Regiment, the yth Regiment, the Battalion of the Nabob’s Body-guard, commanded by 
Lieutenant PoJhili, with Six 6 Pounders, and One 5 1 Inch Howitzers ; and the other under his 
own Command, confifting of 19th, 30ih, and 35th Regiments, Two Companies of European 
Infantry, the Corps of Rangers, and about 30 Artillery, with Six 6 Pounders, Two 8^ Inch 
Howitzers, and an 8 Inch Mortar. The Firft Detachment marched on the Night of 15th, by a 
large Circuit through almoft impradlicablc Ways. But the Spirit of the Officers and Men fur- 
mounted every Difficulty. In Places where the Guns could not be drawn by Bullocks, the Se- 
poys lifted them pp the Rocks •, and aj: length, in the Morning of the zoth, they arrived at the 
Heights, lying behind and above the Fort of Luttcelfooor, at a Place called Lora, which com- 
mands a Pafs defending to Lutteefpoor, and reporteJ inacceflible againft Oppofition, but from 
above. The profound Sccrefy with yrhich this Expeditiop was undertaken, and to which tlic 
Security of the Enemy in a Region fo little frequented not a little contributed, prevented any 
Oppofition to pur Troops in the difficult Parts of their Route. Their Firft Movement only, but 
neither tKcir Strength nqr ihcir Peilinatipn, WM Hpown, til) their very near Approach. At Lora 
tjiey met a Body of zoqo of the Enemy, which they defeated and difperfed, with little 
Lofs on bur Side, but on theirs of 200 Men killed on the Spot The next Morning they took 
Pofleffion of the Pals, and of the Fort of Luttpefpoor, whiph they found evacuated. 

“ In the mc.m Tiqie, Major Popham marched with hit part of the Forces, on the Morning 
of the iCili, to Patceta, a Place inepnfiderabW in itfplf* being a fortified Stone Houle, within 
a very high Rampart and a Ditch of very great Depth, and the Town, which is of great Ex- 
tent, furrounded by Entrenchments. Thpfe being all obfepred Jiiom Obfervation By. Trees and 
thick Bodies, he judged it not advilcablc to attempt an immediate AlTault upon the Place, 
which fortunately proved the Caufe of concurrent Succefs in both Enierpriles, almoft in ibe 
lame Inftant of Time j for in the Morning of zoth, he ftormed and took Pateeta, at the lame 
Time defeating and difperfing Two Bodies of the Enpmy that made an Attempt on his Camp, 
And on the fame Day, and in the fame Hour, Major Crabb fopght and gained the Battle of 
Lora, which was the immediate and eventual Caufe of the Capture of Lutteefpoor. 

“ The News of thefe combined Succefies alarmed the Rajah to fuch a Degree, that he inftantly 
fled, by a diftant Route over the Hills, from Lutteefpoor, which, till that Time, had been his 
capital Refidence, regaining the Road to Bidjeygur, tlic only direft Way to it being through the 
Pafs aboveinentioned. 

“ The Conftcroation of his Followers was fo great, and its Contagion fo rapid, tliat, in a few 
Hours, the Fort or Palace of Ramnagur, and the Fqrtrefs of Luneefgur, were wholly abandoned 
and evacuated. * 

“ Major Balfour marched on izd, and took Pofleffion of Ramnagur, 

“ On the Morning of 25th, I parted from the Nabob, who let out on that Afternoon on lil» 
Return to his Capital. It is but Jullice to the Nabob to declare, that on the firft Intelligence of 
thefe Troubles, notwithftanding my repeated and preffing Injumftions to return to Lucknow, he 
profccutcd his March to Benares, with only a few Companies of Sepoys and 100 Horfe at that 
Time attending him } and- has, in every other I nftjince, given the llrongeft Proofs of his- Fidelity 
and Attachment. In the Evening I departed from Chunar, and on the next Morning arrived at 
Ramnagur. My Stay there being unncceirary, and it having been repreicnted to me, that my 

be a Means of qmctjng.thc Miods-of. the- Inhabitants, I accordingly 
returned hither Ycftcrday Morning, and had the Happinefs to find the Qity rclloted.tp a State of 
perfefl Order and Tranquillity. 

a . “I have 
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** I have iiTued Proclamations, offering Pardon 
dicnce, excepting the Perfons of Chcyt Sing and his 
lious Conduft, and their Rancour manifcfted to our 
our Soldiers, and even unarmed Paflcngers, who had 
precluded from every Title to Lenity. 

« The Perfons ftanding next in the Line of Inheritance of the Zcmindary, were Ranny Golaub 
Koower, the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, their Laughter married to Rajah Durbiiey Siiiff and 
Bauboo Myipharain, their Grandfon by the Two latter. By the Concurrence of the Two lirft 
Parties, and in confequcnce of a written Acknowledgement made by the Ranny, of the Right of 
her Grandfon, Mayipnarain, I have nominated him to the SucccfTion of the Raugc j and 1 have 
appointed the Morning of To morrow for his Inveftiture. 

« I have forborne any particular Comments in this Place, refervlng them where they will be 
more properly introduced for my detailed Narfativc; yet I cannot fupprefs, without a Violence 
to my own Feelings, the Teftimony which is due, elpecially from me, to the unexampled Zeal 
and publick Spirit of all our Officers, and the wonderful Adlivity with which thcl'e Qualities 
were difplaycd on the late Occafion. I have already acknowledged the early Fxertions which were 
made by Colonel Blair during my former ffiort calamitous Refidcnce at Benares. Of Major Pop- 
ham, 1 cannot fay fufficient to exprcfs my Senfe of his Services. Though my Letters were every 
where intercepted, Colonel Morgan, with a Decifion and Solicitude that refleft equal Credit on 
his Charadler, detached Major Crabb with his Party to my Affillancc on the Firft and inftant Ru- 
mour of my Situation. Colonel Sir J. Cuming, with the like Alacrity, obeyed the Order of his 
March to Cawpore, as did Colonel Ahmuty, in the immediate Difpatch of Major Crawford and the 
Troop of Cavalry. The fame Spirit animated every Officer of every Corps, and infilled itfelf 
into the Men under their Command, with an Effcdl fo far exceeding the common Occurrences of 
human Affairs, that in the complete Space of One Month, this great and valuable Province, 
which had been unexpedledly and wholly loft, was in Subftance wholly recovered to the Britilh 
Empire. 

“ I have the Honour, &c. 

Warren Haftings. 

“ Benares, “ Signed at the End, 

« 29th September 1781. Edward Whelcr, 

. John Macpherlon.” 

Read, Extraft of Appendix to the Narrative of the Infurre£tion at Benares, begin- 
ning at Page 144 of the fame. 

“ Num. 125. 

“ To Edward Whcler Efquirc. 

“ My Continuance in this Qiiarter, and the Events which have happened, have given me an Op- 
portunity of becoming acquainted with the Situation of the Troops beyond the Provinces •, and I 
am concerned to fay, that in their Equipment they arc extremely defeftive, pariicularly in fmall 
Arms and Accoutrements j the laft Supplies fent from Fort William to Chunar arc entirely ex- 
pended i the Indents from the Board upon the Magazine there having exceeded the whole Qiianrity 
originally fupplied. Major Popham’s Detachment is indeed amply furniflied •, but thofe under 
Colonels Cumming and Muir are very deficient. I have not been informed of the Condition of 
Colonel Morgan^ Brigade, but am afraid it is not much fuperior to that of the others. 

“ I cannot afeertain the prccifc Quantity of Arms and Artillery which may be required, nor is it 
material ■, but the Ncceffity of having in Store at Chunar fuch a Supply as may be equal to the De- 
mands of any probable Service on this Side of the Caramnaffa is evident, and the immediate Want 
of them is prefling: 1 therefore carncftly intreat your immediate Orders for tranfportlng Inch a 
Proportion of fmall Arms and Accoutrements, and of Field Artillery, 12 and 6 Pounders, as may 
be adapted to this Service, and can be fpared from Fort William and the Provinces, by Water, 
before the Swelling of the River fubfidcs. 

“ Banaris, ” I have the Honour to be, &c. 

7th OAober 1781. Warren Haftings (b).” 


to all who fhall quietly return to their Obc- 
Bro^r Sujan Sing, whom their late rebel- 
NatiJV in the deliberate Murder of many of 
1 the Misfortune to fall into their Hands, have 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 145. 




Num, 127. 

« To Edward Wbckr Efquirc. 


** Sir* 

I beg Leave to introduce, through you, to the Notice of the Board, 


an Inftance of Zeal and 


7 K 


(a) Vide Appendix, N' L, 


(i) Vide fupra, P. 225. 


Attach- 
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Attachment to our Government, which, from the peculiar Circumftances under which it was cxhi- 
bital merits both a Place in our Recorck and a pubhek and warm Acknowledgment. 

“ It w;!l remembered, that a prit^>al Objed of my Journey to thefe Provinces was to obtain 
and t icilit.itc an Interview at Baiiaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the Miniftcr of R^ah Moodajee 
Hoo'l ili for the Purpofe of efiiaing a final Adjuftment of the political Concerns of our Govern- 
fiH nt and that of Berar. The Death of Dewaugur Pundit, the News of which reached me Two 
Days’ b.f Me my Arrival at Banaris, and which I regret with the moft fenfiblc Concern, difappointed 
all the Hopes which I Iiad conceived of forming by his Means a folid and lafting Alliance with 

the Court of Berar. „ j- l ir i i r *» . . 

» 1 was attend.cd in my lourney from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajee 

Boollt witli liis BuMher Bifiumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Refidence uith me in 
tint Capacity li.uf oven me tonllant Proofs of a fincerc Difpofition to promote the Intereas of 
our Govern, iK-iit, whilll he exerted himl'elt to advance thofc of his Matter. 

» Wlien I reti sated from Banaris, Beneram Pundit and his Brother, on the firft Intelligence of 
my D.parcuie, mrowed, and, unattended by a finglc Servant, joined me in the March, refitting dl 
my liureaties, and even Injundions, to return to Banaris, where their whole Family refided, and 
w! c e they might have remained in peifea; Kale and Security. r r 

“ On my Arrival at Chunar, I found myfclt in great and irremediable Dlttrefs for want of Mo- 
n -y. The I roops were lome Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheit Sing had the 
Count: y on all Sides at his Devotion, 1 had not the fmallctt Proiped of obtaining Supplies, until 
tilt- 1 v1(h: It of our Froops from different Qt^iaitcrs ttiouid open a Communication. It was with 
1 u iihy that I found Means to raife to Imall a Sum as 2500 Rupees, to dittributc among the Se- 
Voi tli .ir pidl ng Neccllities. i mutt arid, though foreign from my immediate Subjed, that 


tiu 


Sc! -n s bore then Dillieircs without cx(.rtfiing the leatt Impatience under them. 

' Bving.iccultomcd, from my Experience of the intereft which Beneram Pundit had always 
taken in the Succcls of our Allairs, and as a Kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him with a 
gieiter Fiecdom of Communication than other Perfons in his Situation, I occafionally mentioned 
to him, wiilvnn any Expeittation or I'hought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Difficulties 
under which I laboured tor Want of prcfcnt Subfiftcncc. He inttantly, and with fomc Eager- 
nepi, replied. That his Family at Banaris were in Pofleffion of a Lack of Rupees, colledtd in 
SpeEie, of which he made me the inftant Offer, propofing that a Battalion of Sepoys Ihould fe fent 
to bring it away; his Brother at tin- fame Time offering to accompany the Efcort, and to deliver 
the Money. 1 thankfully accepted the Offer, and ffiould have adopted the Mode they recom- 
mended for bringing away the Money, had I not been fearful of expofing their Family to the 
Vcnsreance rf Cheit° Sing-, and as my Dewan had been left at Banaris, I hoped by his Means to 
procure the 'I'reafure to be tranfpoitcd to Chunar, and I received their Orders for the Delivery of 
it to him. But in this Expedient I was difappointed, tor the Dewan was fo concealed, that my 
Letter could not reach him, and Gopaul Dofs, the Banker, through whofe Agency the intended 
Plan was to be elfedi.d, was about the fitine Time apprehended and carried a Prifbner to Luttcef- 
poor, where the Rajah refided neither could I at that Time devife any other Contrivance to avail 
myfeifofthc Affittance which had been thus generoutty prefled upon me. When I returned to 
Banaris, Beneram Pundit renewed the fame Tender-, and although my Diftrefs for Money was not 
then equal in any Degree to that which had before prompted him to make it, 1 agreed to accept it, 
willing to furniffi an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity in the Firft Offer, and ftrengthen the 
TelVunony which I have herein given of his tteady Attachment to our Government. The whole 
Sum, amounting to One Lack of Banaris Sicca Rupees, was received between the 30th of Sep- 
tember and the 1 ll of Odlober : I have granted to Beneram Pundit a Bond for the fame, at the ufual 
Rate of Intereft, and in the ufual Form, except that it has only my Signature to it. I hope and 
requell that the Board will be plcafcd to confirm it. 

“ Banaris, I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Ijth Odober 17S1. Warren Haftings (4).’’ 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 20. 

“ Num. 2. A. • 

“ Lxtter to the Governor General and Council, dated the ift of November 1781, refpeding the 
Eftablilhmcnt of Police and Courts of Judicature in the Town of Banaris. 

“ To Edward Wheler and John Maepherfon Efquires, Members of the Council of 

Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Having thought it neceflary to eftabliffi Courts of Judicature for the Protedion of the Perfons 
and Property of tl.-j Inhabitants of the Town of Banaris, I now do myfelf the Honour to lay be* 


(<i) Vide fupra, P. 226. 


fore 
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fore you a Copy of the Plan on which thefe Courts arc formed. I (hall proceed to fubmic to you 
the Reafons which have given rife to this Plan, and flatter myfclf that they will induce you to ho- 
nour it With your Concurrence and Approbation, ^ 

“ rhe Town of Banaris has long been deficient in 'afl thofe Regulations which in populous 
Places are neceflTary for the Prcfervation of Peace and good Order, and the Protcdion of the Pro- 
pel ty and Pcrlbns of the Inhabitants. Whilll, however, the Sovereignty over it was letained by 
the Nabob of Oude, fomc Appearance of publick Jullicc was ftin prere. ved, and the Awe of a 
dcipotic Prince produced Reftramts on the Minds and Adioiis of Indivuluals which bore a Re- 
femblancc, however faint, to the Effias of more regular and perfect Influunons. But thcle Ke- 
llrainis ceafed with the Caufe which produced them. By the iVeaty made with the Nabob 
Alfof ud Dowlah, on the 2ill of May 177/;, the Sovereignty of Banaris was ceded to the Com- 
pany, and foon after the Curwallee, or Superintendance of Police, was formally made over by us 
to the late Rajah. From this Period the Appearance of publick Jullicc was gradually eflaced, until 
at lall, without any Syftem of Police, any Courts judicature, or any Awe ot the ibveicign 
l^)wcr, the Inhabitants of Banaris were guilty ot Enormities and Ciimes which refleded the greatdt 
Difgracc on the Government to which ifiey were fubjea. \ he Relations and Depentlants^^f the 
R.ijah, or the Merchants whofc Credit was uleful in the Payment of the Revenue, might violate 
the Rights of their Fellow Citizens with Impunity; and the facred Charaftcr of a Br:iuin, or the 
high Rank of the Oflender, were Conliderations which itampcd a Pardon on the mull fla -itlcus 
Crimes. 

‘‘ Such was the State in which I found the civil Government of the Town when I arrived at Ba- 
naris. All Ranks ot People joined in their Reprefentations of the Nccellity of Reiormativ.n ; 
and this appeared the mure nccelfiry from a Confidcr ition of the Ciri umllances which are peculiar 
to Batiaiis. Its Temples are held in particular Veneration by the Profeiriis of the Hindoo Reli- 
gion, who flock to them on occalional Pilgrimages from the n oil remote Parts of Hindollan ; and 
many who have acquired independent Fortunes, retire to dole their Days in a Place fo eminently 
efteemal for its Sandity. It may therefore rather be confuiered as the Seat of the Hindoo Reli- 
gion, than the Capital of a Province. But its Inhabitants .uc not compolcd of Hindoos only ; the 
former Wealth which flowed into it fiom the Oilerings of Pilgrims as well as trom the Pranfac- 
tions of Exchange, lor which its central Situation is peculiarly adapted, has alfo attraded Num- 
bers of Mahomedans, who ftill continue to refidc in it with their Families. Amoivdt luch a Mix- 
ture of Perfons, mollly without Employment, of different Couniiies, and of diftc cnt Seds and 
Religions, it is obvious that every Defcd of Civil Government mud be produdive of more than 
ordinary Evils; and thcle Evils are propagated in allC^iatters of India, to the Difcrcdit of our 
Government, and to the Hindrance and Dilcouragemcnt of thofe who, under more lavourable Cir- 
cuinftanccs, might wilh to repair with their Wealth to Banaris. 

For thefe Reafons, alter my Return from Chunar, when I began to fettle the Affairs of this 
Province, the Reformation of the Civil Government of the Town ot Banaris was one of the firft 
Objeds to which I thought it ncccflary to turn my Attention. The Plan which I have formed is 
now fubmitted to your Confidcration. You will obferve, that I have eftablilhcd Three diflind De- 
partments for the Police, and the Civil and Criminal Jurildidion ; and 1 have put the Whole under 
the Regulation and Concroul of One Chief Magiftrate, who is to be lubjed to the immediate Or- 
ders of the Board. It was at firll my Intention to have included alfo under his Authority the Col- 
Icdion of the Revenues and Ciiftoms of the 1 own ; but I found that this would give great Difeon- 
tent to the new Rajah, and might perhaps hurt his Influence in the Management of the Revenues 
of the reft of the Province ; I have thcrctore left it out at the fame Time I am Icnfiblc that it is a 
Defedl which may occafion fomc Inconveniencies, from the clafliing of the Authorities of the Rajah 
and the Chief Magiftrate. ' 

“ The Perfon whom I have chofen to fill the important Station of the Chief Magiftrate, is Alice 
Ibrahim Khan, a Man who has long been pcrfonally known to myfclf, and 1 believe to many In- 
dividuals of our Government, and whole Charader for Moderation, Difintcreftednefs, and good 
Senfe, will bear the Tell of the ftrideft Enquiry. On his gootl Condud muft doubtlcfs, in a 
great Meafurc, depend the Succefs of a Plan which is to take Efled at fo remote a Diftance from 
the Seat of our Government ; and it is chiefly from the Reliance which I have in him ])crrona)ly, 
that I have ventured to delegate a Degree of Authority to him, which it would perhaj)s be unfale 
to veft in a Perfon of a lefs cftabliflicd Charader. 

“ In forming the Eftablilhment, I have calculated the Allowances of the Chief Magiftrate and 
his Officers in Proportion to the Importance and Degree of Trull annexed to their fcvcral Employ- 
ments; and I have fixed them at fuch Rates, as will fet them above the Neceffity, and I hope the 
Temptation, of having Recourfe for a Subfiftence to the Pradices ot Corruption. 

^ ‘‘I have the Honour to be, 

Banaris, i ft November 1781. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Warren Hallings 


(rt) Vide fiipra, 147. 
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Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page ^6. 

^Num. 4. D. 

“ Copy of a Letter to the Governor wncral and Council, dated the 25th of November 178 r, 
reipcfling the Appointment of MclTrs. Anderfon «nd Chapman. 

“ To Edward Whcler, and John M'Pherfon, Efqrs. Members of the Council of Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have the Honour to franfmit to you Copies of my Indruftions feverally delivered to Mr. 
Anderfon and Mr. Chapman ; the former deputed to Mahdajce Sindia, and the Utter to Naugpoor. 
Both are fo conibnant to your Wilhes, and to the Commands of our Honourable Superiors, that 
they will need no Comment or Explanation •, unlcfs it lhall appear, that the Milfion of Mr, Chap- 
man is rather oftenfiblc than real, little being given him in Charge, but to preferve the Friendfhip 
unimpaired between the Government to which he is deputed and ours. In effe<d, the Advantages 
propofed by it arc rather contingent, than fuch as could be prtferibed as determined Objefls} 
an Attention was ntcelfary to an ancient and approved Friend of our Government, on theOccafuMi 
of our availing ourfelves of a different Influence. I have judged it neceflTaiy to provide for a new 
Channel of Corrclpondence with that Government itfelf, having loit that on which I had hitheito 
jilaced a confident and effe6lual Reliance, in the Dewan Dewaogur Pundit. But my principal 
Hope from this Deputation is, that it may prove the Means of quickening the Conclufion of the 
Peace with the Maiattah State, by making it an Objedt of Competition to the Two moft power- 
ful Men bers of it. It is not the profeffed Objcdl of Mr. Chapman’s publick Credenti.rls, and 
thc'efore not liable toany jult Grounds of Jcaloul'y in Mahdajee Sindia-, but from my Experieme 
of the general I'ciior of the Policy of the late Dewan, which the Veneration paid to his Judgement, 
cfpecially by tlie Rajah himlclf, will continue to make the Rule of the prelcnt Adminiftration, or 
whatever may decidedly fuccced to his, I have no Doubt that cither the Rajah will endeavour to 
counteraft Our Endeavours to obtain a Peace, that we may ultimately have Rccourfe to him for 
effedting it i or that he will himfelf precipitate it, if he fees it likely to be aCcompliflicd by an- 
other, that he may have the foie Merit of it, and preferve his Confcquencc with both Parties, by 
having been the fuccelsful Mediator between us. You will obferve, that I have fufficicntly guarded 
Mr. Chajiman’s Inllrudlions againft the Poffibilitjr of their clalhing with Mr. Anderfon’s. 

“ I am certain that Mr. Chapman will think it no Degradation to adf under the Controul of Mr. 
Anderfon, for whofe Abilities he entertains a very high and deferved Refpedf. 

“ Mr. Andei fon left B inaris, to proceed on his Deputation, on the 5th of this Month, and Mr. 
Chapman on the 17th : The former accompanied by his Brother, Lieutenant Anderfon, whom I 
appointed his Affiffant, granting him the Allowance ufually annexed to fuch Offices and by Tuf- 
fuzzul HoofTai 1 Khan, a Native of the firft Abilities in Indoffan, who had been employed by me 
umler Major Palmer, during his Deputation to the Ranah of Ghode, and had rendered material 
Services to our Government, and who I knew would be very ufcful to Mr. Anderfon in his Nego- 
ciations, from tlie Charader which he bears throughout the Country for his Integrity and Know- 
ledge ; His Salary I fixed at a I'houfand Rupees per Month. Mr. Chapman is accompanied by 
Mr. John White, whom I have appointed his Affittant, with the fame Allowance that is given to 
Lieutenant Anderfon ^ and as the Service on which he it cmpl^ed is merely temporary, f Ihould 
hope that the Offices which ho holds in Calcutta will not be confidcred as vacated by this Appoint- 
ment. Mr. Anderfon is authorized by me to draw the lame Allowances that were given Colonel 
Upton, when appointed to the Court of Poona j and Mr. Chapman the fame that are given to 
Mr. Andei fon. 

“ I requeft the Board will lie plcafed to communicate to Mr. Anderfon any Orders which they 
have lately lent, or may hereafter fend, to Brigadier General Gotldard, that may be neccITary for his 
Information, or any Inftrudions given to our Refident at the Court of Hydrabad, refpeding the 
Nazim’s Mcdi.ntion of Peace between us and the Marattahs, that the whole Subjeft may be com- 
pletely before him. 

» Colonel Muir having been unable yet to furnifh me with the Particulars of the late Negociation 
with M.ihdajee Sindia, by reafon, as his lad Letters mention, of the dangerous and continued 
Sicknefs of Captain Ford, to whom he had committed the Execution of that Bufinefs •, and having 
tranimitted to me the Pcriian Copy of the Treaty, I have the Honour to forward the fame for your 
prefent Information. 

“ Chunar, “ I have the Honour to be, &c. See. 

25th of November 1781. Warren Haftings («j).” 

The Managers for the Cowimons Rated, they would next read another Letter to 
prove that the Defendant was conRantly in the Habit of writing to the Council. 


(a) Vide fupra, P. 178, 
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R«d, a Letter to the governor General and Council at Calcutta, figned Warren 
Haftings, and^^Bcnarw, aad Oftober 1781. ffVm a Confultation of ^5th Novem- 
ber 1781, m Book 36, already dehvered in, bcgiiAing at Page 722 of the faid 
Book. 


» A o Mr./- “ Fort William, 5th November 1781. 

“ At a Council } Prefent, ' 

Edward Wheler, and) rrr • 

John Maepherfon, ^Efquirej. 

The Governor General abfcnc on a Vifit to thc,Northern Provinces. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote ablent on Service at Fort St. George. 

«• Read, the following Letter and Inclofures from the Governor General. 


“To Edward Wheler Efquire, 

*'« &c. &c. &c. Council, Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have received from the Secretary at the Prefidency the following Papers, tranfmitted to me 
by the Direftions of Mr. Wheler, and have Pleafure in making my Acknowledgements to Mr. 
Wheler for a Communication of them to me. 

“ Copy of a Letter from the Admiralty to the Board, dated jd July. 

« Ditto of the Board’s Reply to ditto, dated a4th September. 

“ Ditto of a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote to the Seleft Committee at Fort 
St. George, dated 6th July. 

“ Copy of a Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George to the Governor General 
and Council, dated 29th July. 

“ Ditto of a Letter from the Prefident and Seleft Committee at Fort St. George to ditto, dated 
30th July. 

“ Ditto of a Letter from Sir Eyre Coote to the Board, dated 30th July. 

“ Ditto of a Letter written by the Board to Mr. Turing on the 24th September. 

“ Ditto of a Letter from the Prefident and Seleft Committee at Bombay, dated 3d July, with 
Two Inclofures. ' 

“ Ditto of a Letter from Brigadier General Goddard, dated 5th July, with Three Inclo- 
fures. 


“ Copies of Letters from the Board to the Prefident and Seleft Committee at Bombay, and to 
Brigadier General Goddard, dated 24th September. 

“ I have great Pleafure in adding to the Proceedings of the Board during my Abfence from it, 
whatever Strength may be afforded them by my general, and, I believe I may fay, literal Appro- 
bation of their Orders upon the feveral Subjefts of this Correfpondence » and in offering the Re- 
rnarks which I defire their Permiffion to make on them, I am chiefly influenced by the Motive of 
giving them further Weight, by the Addition of fuch Reafons in fupport of them as have come to 
my feparate Knowledge fince I left Calcutta, and could not have been before the Board, when 
the Letters to which they reply were under their Confideration. 

“ 1 entirely approve of the Meafurc propofed to the Admiral, in the Board’s Letter of the 24th 
Ultimo, for preferving a free and t^n Communication between Bengal and the Ports on the 
Coafl, during the next Northern Mfonfbon. I have the fame Conviflion of its Neceflity, which 
the Board have, for the Reafons they have exprefled, and deem it the moil ufeful Service to the 
Company on which the Fleet, of a Part of it, can he employed. If any Objection fhould pre- 
vail with the Admiral againft Rationing it in the Road of Balafore, Perfons converfant in the 
Navigation of thefc Seas (and of fuch there are many Gentlemen at the Prefidency willing, and 
at all Times ready, to afford us the Aid of their Opinions upon thefe Subjcdls when defired), 
could eafily point out fome Place contiguous to it, where Ships might lie with more Convenience, 
and their Services be as effedtual as in the Road of Balafore. I remember to have heard that at 
Coringa there is a good Road for Ships to lie in. The Situation is certainly convenient •, but 
whether it will admit Ships of fuch Depth in the Water as his Majefty’s large Ships of War, is 
a Queflion which I am not fufliciently MaRer of the Subjedl to determine. 

“I have re^ with Satisfa 61 ion Sir Eyre Coote’s Letter to the Board, of the 30th July, even 
thofe Parts of it which contain an implied Cenfure of our Meafures. The Language of it differs 
widely from the Terms of that, of which we had fo much Reafbn to complain of in his Letter of 
the ill March. It is liberal, and fuch as becomes a Man of Charadler and Station. I am now 
fixed in an Opinion which I have before entertained, if not exprefled to the Board, that the 
Ground of his unpleafant Differences with us, as apparent in the Courfe of his Correfpondence 
from the Timb or his Arrival upon the CoaR, is the Formation of the Military Regulations 
'*mich we paffed in the Beginning of this Year, and which he feems to think were framed from 
Motives of perfonal HoRility to him, and without a fufficient Reafbn, purpofely to overfet 
thofe we had paRed at his Recommendation in AuguR 1779. Although 1 cannot fuppofe fuch 
*0 Id^a to exiR with the Honourable the Court of Dire6lors, or that they can attribute fuch Motives 
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to our Aftions, fincc it dots not aopfaf in what War the/ cart, affeft tithct Fle^afion -eft* 

tereft, if regarded in' a /mdiftive LigM and are too intiertftirtfe to our 6«h €tddU<itt thtf GoMc- 
qucnce, to have been undertaken wit^t a ftrong Convtdtlott of tbeir Neceflit/ 1 letv'as.tlte Rea- 
fons for the Mcal'urc may not have been compleatly before them, or may be lightly rememhAed' 
wlien thclc Striftures upOn them arc read, 1 mull beg the Board’s Permiflion to repeat in this Place, 
what f have before declared on our Records, and what is fufficiently apparent to any one who will 
give an impartial Confideration to the Subjtfti that thtfe Regulations were framed to anfwer an 
immediate Exigency of the publick Service, and were refolved upon in a State of Affairs, very dif- 
ferent from that which exifted when I gavt my Confertf to pafliftg thofe which were recommended, 
in 1779, by Sir Eyre Coote. The Board will rCcolleft, that When we refolVcd tO cfctach the Forces 
under Colonel Pearfe to the Coaft of Coromandel, the Meafutc Wai founded on a' particular Requeft, 
made to us by the General himfelf, before hfe took his Departure from Bengal j and that, ac the 
fame Time that we well knew hew fcrviceablc fuch a Reinforcement would be to his Operations on 
the Coaft, the Dangers with which oitr own Provinces were threatened by the Neighbourhood of 
the Berar Army to their Borders ; the Effefts which the Feat of Invafion might naturally be fuppofed 
to have upon the Minds of the timid People of Bengal i and, above all, the Confcquchces that might 
be cxpedled to arife from the Intrigues of Hyder’s Agents With the Country Powers, confiderabiy 
aftifted by his great Succefs in the Carnatic; fo large a Force could ill bs fpared ffd^ l-hc Trotedlion 
of the Company’s PofTcflioiis in this Part of India* It was at the fame Time, t beiieVc, within the 
• Sic ill Orig. private Knowledge of the Members of • Board, that even our reduced Fofee was tiot adliwlly fuch 
as it appeared on the Returns ; I mean to fay, that, had we required inftanl Service for thfe Numbers 
which ftood on the Returns, we fliould have been greatly difappointed— fuch was the Praftlce of the 
Service, founded upon a very reproachful Cuftom ; and all our Efforts, in the Trial of various and 
repeated Expedients to fupprefs it, had hitherto proved ineffedluaL In fuch a Situation, k became 
not only abloliitely neceffary, that new Levies ftiould be raifed to fupply the Lofs Which We fhould 
fuffer from the March of Colonel Pearfe’s Detachment to the Coaft but that the nominal Strength 
of our Forces fliould alfo be its real one. Regulations were accordingly propofed by Brigadier 
General Stibbert, and rcfolvcd on by us, to effeft fo defirable an End : An Increafe of Numbers 
adequate to the Lofs of Colonel Pearfe’s Detachment was to take Place, and the Subaltern Officers 
of the feveral Companies of the Battalions, were feparatcly intrufted with the Pay and Muller of 
their Corps, and, by the Duties preferibed to them, were made, as far as the Good of the Services 
would allow, without intruding upon the Authority ncceffarily vefted in the Commanding Officers, 
a Check upon their Captains. More was yet thought politick and expedient: At the fame Time 
that we refolvcd upon Mcafures for maintaining a large Force fit for Duty whenever called on, and 
upon which we could always depend, we determined to increafe the Number of our Battalions to a 
I'houfand Men this Body was called a Regiment, and the Regiment divided into two Battalions 
of 500 Men in each. This Diminution of Strength in each Battalion, as it ftood on the former 
Eftablilhment, if known, would appear of little Moment in the Eyes of the Country Powers, and 
an Augmentation of the Numbers of our Battalions would imprefs them with the Awe of an in- 
creafed Army. Having admitted no private Advantage whatever, and fomeching more than the 
common Pay of the Rank of Captain being thought due to the Officers commanding fo large a 
Corps as a Regiment of 1000 Men, we refolvcd on a ^neral Promotion, giving the Commands of 
the Regiments to Majors, and by affording them the Fay of that Rank, and fomc other Advan- 
tages, placing them above the Neceflity or Defirc of taking Profits which We wifhed to annul. I 
will add for mylelf, that I was influenced in giving my Concurrence in this Meafure (and I believe 
Mr. Whelcr was fo likewife) by a Defirc of Ihcwing fomc Diftindlion to a Number of defcrving Men, 
whofe Exertions for the Publick Service might foon become peculiarly neceffary, and who would 
naturally feel a greater Zeal to do Credit to their Profcffion, when they found themfelves placed in 
higher and more rcfponfiblc Situations, than if they continued undiftinguiftied in lower ones. This 
Alteration in our Ellabliftiment, feparatcly confidered, would of courfe be attended with fbme In- 
creafe of Charge; but it makes a Part only of a general Regulation, which provides a large Aug- 
mentation of Force, yet makes the Expence of the whole Army lefi than it was upon its former 
Footing. In afferting this, I am warranted by the Ellimates delivered in to us by General Stibbert, 
on the 26th December laft, when the new Regulations were under Confideration. 

“ The new Regulations being in Force before Colonel Pearfe’s Detachment went away, it* 
with the reft of our Army, was modelled by them ; it partook, with it, of the fame general 
Benefit, as to nominal Strength, and indeed received fome Increafe of its former Numbers ; toft 
to make the Arrangcmeht good, we added fome Companies, and fent to the Gehcrafj Afliftance 
a Detachment of Five Regiments of 1000 Men, inftead of Six Battalions of 800. If the Officers 
on the Madrafs Eftablilhment have been Sufferers by an Arrangement which the publick Service 
of this Country has made neceffary, I will hot cenfure them for complaining ; but 1 mull attri- 
bute the Caufe to the Meafure of breaking our Dctachmenq and dividing it among the 
Corps of the Madrafs Eftablilhment, which, however neceffary in the Judgement the Conv 
mander in Chief, I rccolleft to be contrary to the Inftfu£libns Or this Government, communicate" 
to him when the Detachment moved from our Provinces. ,, 

“ I obferve that Sir Eyre Coote remarks on the Staff allowed to a Major of Coibnel Pearfe s 
Dctaciiment, and thenceforth thinks it fit to refleft on the unnccelfary Expence which we 
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permitted to be incurred in the Charge of that Corps. The only Major of Colonel Pcarfe's De- 
tachment that had a Staff was M^or Edmondfon, exprefsly appointed Second in command of it : It 
has been always ufual, I believe* for the Second in Cofnman^\^f fo large a Force lo have the Staff 
which was allowed to Major Edmondfon j but it was not in^ded, nor was it neceflary, that it 
(hould be continued to him longer than he held that Station, and therefore when he no more was 
Second in Command, as would be. the Cafe when a Junftion was effctftcd between the Detachment 
and the Main Army, he of courfc would lofc the Rights and Properties of the Office. 

« I beg Leave to aflurc the Board of my entire Concurrence in their Reply of the 14th Septem- 
ber to General Goddard’s Letter of the 5th of July, and in that written by the Selcdt Committee 
of the fame Date. I have the Honour to tranfmit to them two Letters from General Goddard, 
bearing Date the iith June and 6th Auguft, which I received at Chunargur, and have not been 
till lately able to tranfmit to them* on Account of the great infecurity of' the Conveyance : To 
thefe 1 have yet made no Reply, and none is now necefiaiy from me, lince the Sentiments of the 
Board, entirely conformable to my own, have already been exprefied to him upon the molt material 
Points of them 1 and, as to the Reft, the Board arc much better able to judge, than I can be a,t this 
Diftance from the Prcfidency, how far the Plan propofed by General Goddard, in his Letter of 
the Htivof June, or that fublcquently propofed by the Prefident and Scleft Committee of I^m- 
bay, of which no Intimation has yet been lent me, for fupplying the Troops on the Malabar Coaft 
with Provifions, can be complied with, without afFcfting the more cflential Claims of the Army 
under Sir Eyre Coote, and the Settlement at Fort St. George. 

‘‘ I have been forry to obferve, on a Pcrufal of General Goddard’s Letter to the Board of 6th 
Augult, that the General, had miftakenthe Senfe and Meaning of our Orders of the 1 ith of June, 
refj>eiling a Peace with the Maratta State ; I judge fo from my prefent Recolleftion of them, for I 
have not a Copy with me. — In a Minute, which the General has delivered at a Meeting of the 
Sck& Committee, and extrafted in his Letter to us, he aflerts, that one of the Events, in which 
the Powers which we had granted him were to be excrcifcd, was the Deputation of Dewagur 
Pundit Moodajee Dewan to Poona, for the Purpofe of mediating between this Government and the 
Marattas *, whereas I believe that our Inftrudions to the General, not only provided for the Depu- 
tation of Dewagur Pundit to Poona, but of any one elfc who might be appointed to go there by 
the Court of Nagpoor. 

“ I have already exprefied my Approbation of the Orders fent to Bombay, and to Brigadier Ge- 
neral Goddard, on the 24th S^tember, againft a Plan of oflFenfivc Operations, and an Augmery- 
tation of the Military Eftablimment on that Coaft. The Rcafoning in favour of an Incrcafe of 
their Army, is doubtlcfs overfer, by their own ConfcflTion of Inability to maintain what they have 
already, and we are unable to fupply them. I have not yet fecn the Plan of offenfivc Opera- 
tions recommended, but 1 arrt generally agawift it, not being able to difeover to what ufcful Ob- 
jeft it can tend, be it what it may. This Government has no Objedk but a Peace i wc have ac- 
quired all tlfat wc fought for when wc were forced into the War, and wc have offered a large Part 
of that Whole to effeft a Peace. But I am influenced by ftill further Reafons for oppofing of 
the Orders fent to Brigadier General Goddard j and thefe I fhall now recites firft making an 
Apology to the Board for not having before given them publick Information of the Fafts on 
which they were grounded. I alluded to them diftantly in an official Letter which I wrote Mr. 
Whcler from Chunari but from a Fear of its being intercepted, it was expreffed with fo much 
Caution, that I fear may not cxaftly have been underftood. In a private Letter, which I have 
fince written to Mr. Wncler, I have been more explicit ; and Iball be obliged to him if he will 
be plealed to lay before the Board, and record upon their Proceedings, fuch Part of it as relates to 
the Siibjcft, 

1 was made to onderftand by a Letter which I received from Colonel Muir, and by diftant 
Advances made to me after my Firft Arrival at this Place, that Madajcc Scindia was very defirous 
of a Peace. His Wilhes coinciding with thofc of our Government, I fent Orders to Colqncl 
Muir to ncgociate, and full Powers to conclude a feparatc Peace with him, accompanied by In- 
ftruilions for the Colonel’s Guidance in fixing the Conditions of it. As thefe appear to be the 
Orders on which a Treaty has fincc been prepared, I tranfmit a Copy of them cnclofed for the 
Information of the Board, together with a Copy of my Credentials to Colonel Muir : They were 
both drawn up to go in the fmjallcft Compafs pofllble, on Account of the Danger to the Paffage 
of our Letters at that Period. Soon after I had difpatched thefe Orders, and before they could 
i^ach Colonel Muir, I received from Kira a Communication of his Correfpondcnce with Scindia, 
with refpcdl: to the Conditions of a Peace, and was ha|>py to find by it, inat the Conditions to 
which Scindia would agree, were, except in very tnviw Inftances, the fame which I had em- 
powered Colonel Muir to yield. r 1 r i j 

** I have the Honour to tranftnit cnclofed to the Board a Tranflation of the Propofal rnadc to 
Colonel Muir by Scindia’s Dewan, On the Part of his Matter, a Copy of my Replies, and a Let- 
ter which I wrote to Cploncl Muir on the j^ith Ultimo. t n. n- 

A Truce hsid bcon rcfipcftivcly agreed on between the Two Commanders, and my Inftruaions 
to Colonel Muir fortunately reached him before the limited Period of it was c^ired. I have been 
fer feme Time in hourly IbspoOfttion of hearing that the Treaty was conclMded> having ha^thc 
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kdge and Reputation, would entitle him to oar Preference in the Cotonumd wy >Fo^ Up. 
ployed in the Wedern Coaft : Indeed ^ear that our Inducnce will futfer by bis Kemoeal. 

“ I'he Exigencies of the Service, ^en the Reinforcement fhall arrive, wiH beft di«ate to the 
Prertdency of Bombay in what Manner it fliould be employed.-— In the defircd Event of a Con- 
clufion of the War with the Maratta State, and, if the TfOopS could be (pared from the Purpofes 
of Defence, 1 Ihould think it will be the Opinion of the Commander in Chief, that it might be 
ufefully employed with General Goddard’s Detachmem in an Invafion of the Territories of Hyder 
Ally Cawn. 

“ Benares, “ I have the Honoar,' Icc. 

the I ith December 1781. (Signed) ‘‘ Warren Haftings.” 


“ Gentlemen, r 

“ I have received your Letter of the aad Ultimo, accompanied by the Copy of a Letter to 
the Board from the Commander in Chief, on the Diftribufion to be made of the Forces in Confe- 
^nce of the Peace with Mahdagec Sindia, and the Termination of the Troubles in this 
Zemindary. 

“ I agree entirely with General Stibbert in his Opinion of the Expediency of an Addition in 
Artillery to the Garrtfon of Fort William, and of Native Infantry for the Benefit and Security of 
the Provinces ; and as there is not any Appearance at prefirtit tif Holtilities in the Duab, or any 
Part of the Nabob’s Dominions, I have limited the Number of Troops for the immediate Pro- 
teftion and Security of his Country, to the Strength fiipulaced in the Subfidiary Treaty with the 
late Vizier, and my late Agreenwnt with the prefent, allowing Four Regiments of Native Infantry 
to be equivalent to Six Battalions of the old Efiabliihment, An additional Regiment of Sepoys, 
attached to the Station of Cawnporc, is allowed for the Service of Lucknow, according to my 
late Agreement with the Nabob. 

“ I nave ofdeted Five Regiments of Sepoys to be ftationed at Chunargur for the Service of the 
Garrifon, and for fecuring Peace .ind Order until you fhall either confirm that Arrangement, or 
make fuch Akerations in it as you fiiall think proper in this Zemindarry, upon which the Collection 
of the Revenue cfientially depends. 

“ I would propofe, that Four Regiments of Sepoys, and a Proportion of Goolundaaz for the 
Artillery, (houid be the eftablifliod Force for this Service i but as the Diftricts of Jaunpore and Gauze- 
poor are Cxpofed to the Depredations of lawlefs Zemindar^s in their Neighbourhood, who infeft and 
plunder them whenever the Troops are withdrawn, it will be necCflary to llation Detachments in 
them, until thofe Zemindars are feized or difabled from giving any further Moleftation. 

“ The Remainder of the Troops of every Denomination beyond the Provinces, I have ordered 
immediately to Dinapoor, under the Command of Sir John Gumming, to whom I requeft the 
Board will fend their Orders for the final Difiribution of the Corps which he conduCIs into the 
Provinces. 

“ As the Station of Dinapoor is of great Importance to the Security and Profperity of one -of 
Our own principal Provinces, commodious for fupplying Reinforcements to either the Upper or 
Lower Stations of the Army, and affords plentiful and cheap Supplies of Grain and other Pro- 
vifions to the Troops, with Returns beneficial to the publick Revenue, I beg Leave to offer to the 
BoartPs Confideration, and the Cotumander in Chief, the Propriety of cantoning there Five Regi- 
ments of Sepoys, the Cavalry, and a Proportion of Artillery. 

“ The General has recommended that One Regiment of Cavalry fhould be ftationed there : I 
think it will be attended with confiderablc Benefit to the Service, and to the Country, to keep tlic 
whole Corps within the Provinces. It has been ftationed at too remote a Diftance for that 
InfpeClion which is neceflaiy to the Economy of new and untried Eftablilhments. 

« I atn entirely of Opinion with the Commander in Chief, that the Deficiencies of our European 
Corps is Matter of very ferious Confideration, particularly that of the Artillery, upon which 
Branch of the Military Service our Operations moft materially dej^end for Succefs. The Scantinefs 
and Uncertainty of Recruits from Europe affords but little Profpeft of completing the European 
Corps to their prefent Eftablifhment. In a Time of general Hoftility it would be inexcufable to 
truft to Chance for our Supplies, when a certain Expedient can be found. All the Officers with 
whom I have converfed have given Teftimony in favour of the Prafticability and Advantages of 
training the Natives to the Artillery Service, and that the Experiment which was made, in raifing 
the late Corps of Golumjaaz fuccccdcd beyond Expeftation. 1 am happy to find this Teftimony 
confirmed and ftrengthened by the Opinion and Recommendation of General Stib^rt. 

“ I have heard but one Objeftion made to fuch a Corps, viz. the Danger of its becoming use- 
ful to an Enemy, by the great Encouragement which would be given to the Goolatidaaz to defert 
our Service, when perfeft in their Difeipline. This Objeftion is equally applicable to the other 
native Corps ■, but Experience, the beft Tcft, has not given any Sanftion to it. Orte, European 
Officer, well inftruAcd in the Theory and Pratftice of that Service, would afford (ribfre Improvc- 
••mentstoour Enemies, in that Branch of Military Knowledge, than Ten Battalions of Golandaaz 
trained in our Service. 

“ I do 
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« J 40 apt aw 5 or the Regulations eftablilhed by Sir Eyre CoOte > but as 

they cannot be tlfcaed, and as our Situation ^bfolutcly requ^s that the Defeds in our Miliiary Ser- 
vice fhould be Aipplied in the bell Manner m our Power, I hoW the Board will take into their irniiie- 
diatc Confideration the Re-cftabiidnnenr of thd Goolundaaa Corps upon the late Plan or fuclr other 
as General Stibteri (halJ advife. 

« My Situation vn the late Conunotions here has given roe an Opportunity of obfcrvinc further 
Pefeds in the prefent Regulations of our Army. The taking from the Sepoys Corps the Artil 
Icry formerly attached to them, » attended with Delays on every Oficaiion of fudden Service pro- 
dudive of pifappointment. and hazarding Danger and Difgrarc. The native Infantry have a 
Confidence ia, aod an Attachment to, their Artillery, which have the beft EfiFedts on their Con- 
dud in Adion. The Country, covered witli porw of various Extent and Strength, renders the 
Ufe of Ordnance of foroe Kind almoft indifpcnlablc in every Expedition , and it is well known 
bow defperai* a Reftftance is generally made by the Garrifons of the Country Forts, when af- 
faulted only with fmall Arms. 

« The Regiment commanded by Major Roberts could not have joined me with the feafonable 
Supply of Money from Lucknow, if he had not obtained I'wo Pieces qf Artillery from the Na» 
bob’s Arfenal, and Major Crawford’s Regiment from Dim^or effeded bis Jundion with great 
Difficulty i and after great Delay for the Want of proper Ordnance, although he was furnuhed 
with Two fmall Field Piecn from Buxar, without them hU Jundion would I'carccly have ^en 

pradicable. 

“ Another Circumltance I have obferved, which, although apparently of little Moment, is not 
unattended with fubftantial Confequenccs. This is the ESed which has been produced upon the 
Minds of our Sepoys, by taking the Colours frotp every Company, and allowing only Two to a 
Regimen*. This is regarded by the Stipoys as an unmerited Degradation, who made the Preferva- 
tion of them a Point .of Honour, Even Prejudices fhould be indulged where they are innocent; 
but the Attachment of the Sepoys to their Odours apprars to be convertible to very beneficial 
Military Purpofes. The fame Obfervation may be applied to the Guns, and with a Force propor- 
tioned to their fuperior Utility. I will trefpals for a Moment on the Patience of the Board, to re- 
late an Incident which ftrongly imprefied me with an Opinion of the Propriety of making the Ar- 
tillery as infeparable from the &poys Corps as their fmall Arms. In the Year 1777, when the 
Stations of the Army were to be relieved, I propofed that all the Artillery (hould remain un- 
moved, and left to be attached to the fucceeding Corps at the refpedive Stations. Colonel Hugh 
Grant, who tlien commanded the Second Brigade, reprefented to me that the Sepoys had fo ftrong 
an Attachment to their Cannon, and to thofe particular Pieces which had been polled to their Bat- 
talions, that it would be a Caufe of much Difeontent even to exchange it; and he affured m« 
that it was the Praflice of the Sepoys, on their Days of religious Fdtivals, to decorate the Guns 
with Wreaths of Flowers, and pay a Kind of Adoration to them, 

.“®y. late Intelligence which I have received througli various Channels, the Condufl of Mah- 
dajee Scindia doc* not appear ftriflly compatible with the Spirit of his fcingagements in the late 
Treaty with us. I have therefore direfled Colonel Morgan to fufpend the Orders for the March 
of the Troops into the Provinces, until he lhall receive AiTurances from Mr. Anilcrfon of Scindia’s 
faithful Adherence to the Conditions of the Treaty, and of the Peace made witli him being firmly 
edablilhed. 

“ Benares, ** I have the Honour, &c. 

13th December 1781. Warren Hallings.” 

** Gentlemen, 

“ I have the Honour to lay before you Copies of Letters which I have lately received from 
Mr. Anderfbn and Colonel Muir, and of my Inftruilions to Mr. Anderfon, written in Reply to 
his Two Letters; alfo Copies of Letters written to and received from MaiLijec Scindia; which 
will acquaint you wkh the prefent State of the Ncgociation depending between the Company and 
that Chief. 

“ Benares, “ I have tlie I lonour. See. 

13th December 1781. Warren Haflings." 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, They would next produce 
a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Board at Calcutta, dated the *2 5^1 of December 
1781, in which, for the Firft Time, the Defendant mentioned the Rebellion and 
Treaiba of the 'Begums, on Account of which he had withdrawn, the Company’s Gua- 
rantee, upon the 19th of September preceding. 

Read, aUb, from Book 83 already delivered in, the folbwing Extract of a Confnl- 
tatioo of the' 14th Januaiy 1782, beginning at Page 179 of the fame Book. 
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“ Fort William, the 14th January lySa, 
*' Council} Frefent, 

Edward Whelcr, and i !fer_u:„, 

JohnM‘Phcrfon, J* 

The Governor General abfent on a Vifu to the Northern Provinces. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc abfent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


“ Received the following Letters from the Governor General. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have the Honour to tranfmit to you Copies of a Letter from Mr. Middleton, of my An- 
fwer thereto, and of my Inftruftions to Colonel Morgan in Confequencc. 

“ An early and proper Exertion of our Military Force will effedlually fupport the Authority of 
the Vizier, and in all Probability prevent any dangerous Combination amongft the Jagherdars, which 
their Wealth and numerous Dependants might otherwife enable them to form for refilling the Re- 
fumption of their Jagheers. 

In exceeding the Number of Troops exprcfsly demanded on this Occafion by the Vizier, I 
have confulted only his Security and Advantage •, and I am convinced, from my own Informa- 
tion of the State of his Country, as well as from Mr. Middleton's Reprefentation, that it is but 
anticipating a further Rcquifition, which if deferred until the refraftory and difaffedted Perfons 
lliall become formidable, will be attended with great Hazard and proportionate Expcncc to the 
Vizier. 

The Nabob having experienced from me fo ready an Attention to relieve him from the con- 
flant Expcncc of the temporary Brigade, cannot think it unreafonablc that the Subfidy for the 
occafional Force now to be employed for his internal Security, Ihould be liberal and adapted to 
thcCircumftances under which we furnilh it, as well as including its aftual Dilburfemcnts. It is 
on this Principle that I (hall eftimatc it, after having afeertained as prccifcly as pofTible the fixed 
and contingent Expences. 

“ Upon thefc Grounds, I hope that I (hall meet with the Approbation of the Board in the Steps 
which I have taken. 

The Detachment under Major Popham being fickly, and the Services for which it is 
formed completely executed, I have ordered it to be diflblved, and the Troops compofing it to be 
put under the Command of Colonel Blair, for the Proteflion of this Country, until the final Ar- 
rangement for this Duty (hall be fettled by the Board. 

“ Benares, ‘‘ I have the Honour to be, &c. 

25th December 1781. (Signed) Warren Haftings.** 


« Sir, 

•• The Nabob Vizier having appointed an Aumil to take Charge of the Begum's Jagheers, (he 
had, it appears, prepared a large Body of Troops, with a fuppofed Dcfign to refift him, A violent 
and threatening Letter, which I have juft received from the Begum, would feem to leave no Doubt 
of her Intentions to fupport the already declared Licentioufners of her Servants in oppoling the 
Nabob’s Orders j I have therefore been obliged to join my Solicitations to the Vizier’s for obtaining 
a Regiment from Colonel Morgan, to fupport the Aumil in the Execution of his Excellency’s 
Commands •, and 1 may add, that unlefs my Judgment far millcads me, we (hall be in Want of ftill 
further Aid, before the Mcalurc of refuming the Jagheers (hall be fully cftabli(hed, and the 
Country reftored to that State of Tranquillity and Subordination which it enjoyed before the 
Contagion fpread by Cheyt Sing’s Machinarions. 

“ I enclofc Copy of my Letter to Colonel Morgan, and have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) Nathaniel Middleton, 

19th December 1781. Rcfident at the Court of the Vizier (4) " 

“ A true Copy, figned E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.” 

Read, Extraft of Appendix to the Narrative of the Infurreftion at Benaiis, begin- 
ning at Page i of the fame. 

“ Num. I. A. 

Letter to the Governor General and Council, dared the 29th of November 1781, refpefting 
the Governor General’s Agreement with the Vizier. 

“ To Edward Whelcr and John Maepherfon, Efquircs, Members of the Council of 

Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

1 mull have Recourfe to your Indulgence, on the Occafion of every Report of Importance, 
for the Delay in iranfmitting it. Many arc the Caufes of ihefe Delays, which I need not enume- 
rate, as I am myfclf the principal Sufferer by them. Indeed, I am almoft tempted to fay, that I 
find a‘ Sufficiency tor the Occupation of each Day in the Evil thereof, and in a Thoufand little 


(fl) Vide Appendix, N’* Llll. 
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Occurreoces, lc 6 known in a rq^kr Proccfs of 
and paft without any fubftantial EtFefl. It was fo 
my Rtfidcnce from Benaris to this Place, where 
long Arrears of Bufinefs, than it would haw het 
nued there. 

» I have now to inform you of my Tranfaaions with the Nabob Vizecr, during his (hort Stay 
at Chunar (a)> ^ ^ 

(Signed at the End) 

“ Warren Haftings.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next read 
a Ihort Letter from the Defendant to the Board at Calcutta, dated the 31ft December 
1781, when the Defendant was fuppofed to have font the Banares Narrative, and which 
included, for the Firft Time, the Letter of the 29th November, laft produced. 

Read, a Letter to the Council at Fort William, figned Warren Haftings, dated Ba- 
nares, the 31ft December 1781, and prefixed to the Narrative of the Infunc6tion at 
Banares. 


Bufinefs, which exaft their Share of Attemion, 
thn Rcaibn, th^t 1 have again Ihiftccl 

1 .lhall ri^pe for moie Ixifurc to bring op a 
n poffiblc for me to have cleared had I conti- 


“ To Edward Whcler and John M‘Pherfon Efquircs, Members of the Council of 

Fort William. 

" Gentlemen, 

“ I have now the Honour to fend you the Narrative, which I promifed in my Letter of the 
i 8 th Oflober, of the Tranfadlions and Events which paffed during the Courfe of the late Infur- 
redlion of this Province. I had begun it at the Time of the Date which is prefixed to it ; but the 
bufy Scenes wihich followed, both while I was at Chunar, and after my Return to Banaris, hindered 
me from profecuting it till a few Days before the Date which I have fubjoined to it, I did not 
chufe to alter the Introdudlion, although written at fuch a Diftance of Time from that in which 
the Body of the Work was executed, and even from the Exiflence of the Events which arc 
recorded in the latter, becaufe I found it not cafy to give it a new Form, without a total OmifTion 
of what had been already produced, while my Mind was animated by the recent and adual 
Scenes in which it was engaged, to an anxious and mod feeling Solicitude, not more for the 1 flue 
of the impending Conttft, than for its Confequences on my own Reputation. In the Confeiouf- 
nefs of the Hedtitude of my Intentions, 1 had allowed myfelf to ufe an Appeal, the mod fulemn 
and moft fapred that could bind my Relation to Truth, or imprefs the Convidion of it on the 
Hearts of others *, nor could I, confidently with my own Seni'e of its Obligation, withdraw ir, 
or coldly place it after the Narrative already written, and written under the Check which I 
had impofed upon it. I know not whether I (hall be clearly underdood : If I am not, yet 
let this Endeavour to explain a Teeming Impropriety in the Condrudlion of this Performance 
be accepted for its Apology. 

“ I have only to add my Hope, that as I have received the mod cordial Support in the pad 
Events from you, tny refpedable and mod refpeded Aflbeiates in the Adminidration, and as it 
has been my unvaried Study to prevent your differing any EmbarrafTmcnt from them, my Condud 
in them may alfo receive its Firft Reward in the Tedimony of your Approbation. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ Banaris, Gentlemen, 

3 id December 1781 . Your mod obedient, and mod faithful Servant, 

“ Warren Hadings (/>)." 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fliould next proceed to 
fhew the Progrefs of the Proceedings againft the Begums, the Origin of the Plot, the 
Manner in which it was conduced, and the Manner in which it was executed before 
the Council had any regular Information upon that Subject j for this Purpole they de- 
filed Mr. Middleton might be called in again. 

NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efquirc was called in, and examined as follows : 

Whether you was prefent at the figning of the Treaty of Chunar? 

A. I was. 


Who w.cre prefent befides yourfclf at the figning of that Treaty ? 
A. Mr. Johnfon and the Nabob’s Minidcr. 

Qi Which of them ? 

A. I think both HufiiciA Reza Cawn and Hydcr Beg Cawn. 


And the Nabob of courfe ? 

A. He put his Seal to it, and was prefent. 
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(a) Vide fupra, P, 138. 


(i) Vide fupra, P. 109. 
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Q. Was you employed in negociating that Treaty ? 

^ Not particularly j I believe I had /ome Converfation with the Nabob upon the Subjcft, and 
with his Miniftcr, Mr. Haftings sms in daily Communications with the Nabob, and of courfc 
ncgociatcd all the Conditions of the Treaty hiinfclf. 

Q. Am I to underftand then that there was no feparate Negociation refpefting that Treaty, or 
anj^art of if, carried on between you and the Nabob ? 

A. I had fcveral Converfations with the Nabob upon the Articles of the Treaty at different 
Times. 

Qi The C^eftion put to you was, Whether you had any feparate Communication with the 
Nabob? 

A. I have faid, I had. 

What do you mean by a feparate Communication with the Nabob ? 

A. Converlations with the Nabob, to which Mr. Haftings was not privy. 

(T Whether this Treaty, or thofe Treaties rather, as diftinguifhed by Mr. Haftings, the 
one wntaining the Contradt on the Part of the Company, the other the Contraft on the Part of 
the Nabob, were One Deed, or Two feparate inftruments? 

A. They were feparate Papers. 

Q. When you fpeak of Converfations to which Mr. Haftings was not privy, do you mean that 
the Converlations you liad with the Nabob were never communicated to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. 1 believe, not at the Time. 

Nor held by his Diredlions ? 

A. No. 

O. Where were thofe Converfations, fo feparate as you have deferibed them, held ? 

A. In different Places : The Nabob was encamped on the Side of the River, oppolite Chunar. 

Were they all during the Time of his being in the Province of Benares ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At different Periods during that Time ? 

A. Yes, they were at different Periods during that Time, but all within the Compafs of Time 
the Nabob was in the Province of Benares. The Nabob attended Mr. Haftings occafionally at 
Chunar, acrofs the River, from his Tents } I conftantly attended him in his Vifjts to Mr. Haftings, 
from the other Side of the River, where I alfo refidcd at the Time •, and had frequent Communi- 
cations with him there at his Tent, as well as at Chunar. 

Whether the Nabob exprefled any Degree of Reludlance, and what, at executing his Part of 
the Treaty ? 

A. He did exprefs Rcluftance ; he made Objeftions to figning his Part of the Treaty. 

Did you endeavour to remove thofe Objeflions by any, and what Arguments ? 

A. I did endeavour to remove thofe Objetftions by fuch Arguments as occurred to me, the 
principal of which was, to endeavour to aflure his Excellency, that the Treaty was meant chiefly 
for his Benefit, and that the main Objeft of it was only to fccure his Debt to the Eaft India Com- 
pany : That accomplifhed, I did not apprehend the Treaty was meant to be rigidly carried into 
tixccution. 

Q. What was the Nature of his Objeftions ? 

A. He thought he had made too great Concefiions to Mr. Haftmgs. 

In what Particulars ? 

A. In giving him coo great an Authority In his Country. 

Q. Was it upon the Faith of this Afllirance only, that the Nabob was induced to fign this 
Treaty? _ . . l- 

A. I have Reafon to believe, that the Nabob was principally influenced to give up his Objec- 
tions, in Confequence of the Arguments I held with him. 

(T Where was this particular Converfation, in which you gave him thefe AlTuranccs, held with 
the Nabob? 

A. It was not in one Converfation, but in many that I had with him upon the Subjeft of the 
Treaty. 

Whether thofe Converfations were held with the Nabob, in his Tent on the other Side of the 
River, or in the Prefence of Mr. Haftings ? 

A. They were not held in Prefence of Mr. Haftings t I recollcft to have had a prettjr long 
Converfation with the Nabob, upon the Subjeft of the Treaty, the very Day he executed it i w 
the beft of my Recollection, it was held in Mr, Haftings’s Room at Chunar t Mr, Haftings was 
prefent, but it was not in his Hearing. 
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Q. Was Mr. H*ftings prefent? 

^ Mr. Haftings was in the Room j there was other Ctjmpany with him. 

(V What leads you b afeertain, that a Converfation helti in his Room, and while he was pre- 
fen^ was not in his Hearing ? 

A. I recolleft very well retiring to a diftant Part of the Roohn, with the Nabi b and his Minifter, 
where this Converfation was held i Mr. Halting having other Company with him at the l ime in 
the Room. 

(y Do you recolleft who the other Company were ? 

A. I do not particularly s they were Natives. 

(y Was the Treaty figncd upon that Day when that Converfation was held ? 

A*. It was Ggned upon that Day. 

Q. How near to the Time of figning the Treaty did this Converfation in faft pafs ? 

^ I cannot exaftly charge my Memory •, perhaps an Hour or fo, 1 don’t imagine it could be 


more. 

Were the fame I^erfons prefent at figning the Treaty, who were prefent at this Conver- 

a" They were •, Mr. Johnfon, arid the Nabob’s two Minifters. 

Was the Treaty figned in the fame Room where the Converfation was held ? 

A. It was. 

Were thofe other Perfons you fpoke of, the Natives about Mr. Haftings, prefent at the 

Time the Treaty was figned ? . . . , 

A. I do not recolleft i moft probably fome.of them were. 

Q. Was it at this Meeting, do you think, that the Nabob made the Offer of a Prefent of 

/loo.ooo to Mr. Haftings ? , . , o l- r, , n j . i .. 

A. I have nothing to guide me in giving an Opinion upon that Subjeft i I really do not know. 

Was you prefent when that Offer was made ? 

A. No, I was not. 

Q. Might not the Nabob, in another Corner of the Room, have made Mr. Haftings this 
Prefcnt of /ioo,ooo, while you and the Minifters were negotiating this prinapal Article of the 
Treaty ? Was it impoffible for him to have made that Offer to Mr. Haftings, at that lime, without 

^°A. 1 apprelend it is poffiblc, but not very probable $ as, to the beft of my Recolleftion, the 
Minifters were engaged during the whole Time I Was in Converfation with the Nabob ; they were 
Parties to the Converfation. 

O Are vou pofitive that you have no Recolleftion of the Perfons who were engagmg Mr. 
Halng^AStfon a7be Tim'e : Can vou name the Perfons who were in ^ 

Nabob and the Two Minifters that you have fpoke of, yourfelf, Mr. Johnfon, “"d M^ H g • 

A. I cannot recolleft their Names ; one Perfon prefent, I think, was Bcncram Pundit, the 

Vackccl of the Bcrar Rajah. 

Q. But you recolleft no other Perfon’s Name ? 

A. I do not. 

O Can vou recolleft the Number of Perfons who were prefent? i r i .. 

a: I canLt: there were fcvcral, probably Icveral of the Nabob’s own Attendants j thofe that 

came into the Room with the Nabob himfclf. 

a What was your Motive for with-holding from Mr. Haftings’ Knowledge that which was the 

^"rTl!3t%"t^uTar‘ Mo'Ji^^^^^ » Service to both Parties, in removing 

Objeftions to the figning of the Treaty j and 1 certainly did JX? Trc«y, was 

Lordfhips will judie) that the main, the principal, and indeed the only Objeft of that 1 rcaty. was 

to fecure the Payment of the Company’s Debt from the Nabob. 

Ihew on his Side for the Conceflions he had made m favour of the Nabob? 

A. I believe that was one of the Arguments I ured. 

thing fhould be (hewn. , . . , 

Q. Upon what Ground did you think it neceffary that fomething fhould be fhewn 


A. As 
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A As great ConcefTions were made to the Nabob, I thought it right, on daat Ground, that there 
(hould be fomcthing t<» (hew on hia Part •, a great Portion of the Company’s Tro^ were with- 
drawn from rhe Nabob’s Service, fomc Eftabliflimcntf under Bntilh Officers were alfo by the fjoie 
Treaty abolilhcd. 

Q Were there any other Ground* for that Sort of Necefllty you thought there wag, for Mr. 
Haftings to have fbmething to (hew, as a Foundation for making the Conceflions ? 

A. I do not rtcollcft any other. 

Here the Two laft Queftions and Anfwers were read over by the Clerk. 

(T Did you not afterwards declare to Mr. H^ings, that you was ready to aflert that the with, 
drawing thole Troops was an Advantage to the Company, and not a Detriment ? 

A. I cannot (ay whether Phave cvpr faid fo to Mr. Haftings, or not; but my Opinion is fo cer- 
tainly, that it was an Advantage to the Company, and no Detriment; and for this Reafon, betauie 
the iNabob was abiolutcly unable to pay them. 

(i- Then, upon what Grounds was it that you thought that, Matter of Conceflion, which was an 

Advantage to the Nabob f . l 

A. It had that Appearance upon the Face of the Proceedings : the Reality might not be under- 

flood. 

Q. Whether this Engagement on the Part of the Nabob, which you thought it neceflary Mr. 
Haftings fhould have to (hew, was that Part of the Engagement which was not to be fully and 
literally executed : the Part which you gave him Hopes would not be rigowufly exacted I 
A. Certainly. 

Whether if you had known of the Prefent of 100,000 1 . then given to Mr. Haftings, you 
would not liave been able to have accounted for the Conceflions made to the Nabob, without cxai^l- 
ing trom the Nabob any Treaty to fhew ?• 

A. As this appears to me Matter of Opinion only— -I wifh to know whether I am to fpeak to it ? 

Q Is there any Faft you know of that leads you to form any Opinion upon tlic Sobjeft ? 

A. No. 

0^ When did you firft communicate to Mr. Haftings that you had ufcd thefc Arguments to in- 
duce the Nabob to fign the Treaty f ... T 11 

A. 1 believe that will appear upon the Record.— If your Lordftiips will give me Leave, I will 
refer to the Letter. I do not recoiled exaiftly the Date of it. 

Q. Did you ever communicate it to Mr. Haftings, otherwife than by the Letter, not in Coot 
verfation ? 

A. Certainly never. 

Q. You never communicated it in Converfation to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. No. 

What is the Date of that Letter ? 

A. The 30th Deccmbc.^ 

Q. That was after you left Chunar ? 

A. Yes. 

Mow long did you remain at Chunar after the Treaty was executed ? 

A. I Kft it, I believe, on the very next Day. 

Then you left it on the 20th of September ? 

A. I believe it muft have been on the 20th of September. 

(X Did you fee Mr. Haftings between the Time you was prefent with him in the Room, when 
thatT reaty was executed, and the Time of your leaving Chunar ? 

A. Yes : 1 did certainly. 

Q. The fame Day, or the next Day ? 

A. Both, I apprehend. With refpedk to the next Day, I cannot be quite certain. I rather 
think I did. 

Q; What leads you to be certain that, during the Converfation you might have with him, 
either that Day or the next, you did not mention thofc AlTurances you had given the Nabob • 

A. I think I (hould have remembered it if 1 had mentioned it to him. 

Qi What is the Date of that Letter ? 

A. It is dated the 30th December 1781. 

Was that the firft Letter you wrote to Mr. Haftings after you left Chunar ? 

A. No; 1 wrote him many Letters. 
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But the firft you remember in wWch you made any Communication of that Sort to Mr. 

Haftings ? 

A. Yes. 

Upon what Occafion did you make this Communication at lad i what was your Induce- 
nient to make it then do you recoiled it ? 

A. Yes ; it was in confequcncc of fome Complaints of Mr. Hadings, of the tardy Execution 
of the Treaty. 

Q. Did you not, after that Communication, receive Mr. Haftings’s peremptory Orders to carry 
thcTreaty literally and fully into Eftcd ? ‘ 

A. Mr. Haftings’s Letter upon that Subjed is upon Record. I hope your Lordlhips will per- 
mit me to refer to it. 


(T Did you receive any other Orders, than what are contained in that Letter ?. 

A. I believe not •, no other Orders than what arc contained in the Letter upon Record. 


Q. Do you mean to fay, there were not private Letters from you to Mr. Haftings, and from 
Mr/Haftings to you, upon this Subjed, which arc not upon Record, and to which you paid equal 
Attention ? 

A. I believe there are no Letters from Mr. Haftings, or from myfclf, relative to that Treaty, 
which are not upon Record. 


Did you not write private as well as publick Letters to Mr. Haftings, during the Whole of 
that Tranfadion relative to the Begums ? 

A. Yes. 


Did you not receive Anfwers in the lam^ Manner ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where are Mr. Haftings’s private Letters upon Record j upon what Record ; and where to 
be feen ? 

A. Upon the Records before this Court. 

Q. The Queftion was, whether, befides thofe Letters that are put upon Record, there were not 
fome private Letters, which pafled between Mr, Haftings and you upon this Subjed, that arc not 
upon Record ? 

A. 1 believe not. 


Q;^ You mean there are none fuch ? 

A. Not upon the Subjed of the Begums. 

Q- What do you mean by being upon Record ? . , „ l e t 

A. I have feen them in fevcral Books ; I was reading fevcral of them m the Room, before 1 was 

called to the Bar. 

Do you recoiled what Sort of Book it was you read them in i was it a printed Book ? 

A. Yes I it was a printed Book. 

Q. Then, I underftand in general, in your Language, you call that a Record which contains the 
Tranfmiflion of the Correlpondence between the Rcfident at Oude, for Example, and the Govern- 
ment at Calcutta ? 

A. Yes. 

Thcfc were not put upon the Record in that Scnic of the Word: were they ? 

A, They were recorded by Mr. Haftings in Calcutta. 


Q. Upon what Occafion f . . « l , o - 

^ I bdieve it was upon the Occafion of the Charges made againft me by the Governor General 

and Council. I believe, upon that Occafion, ihcfc Letters were recorded. 


Q, What was the Date of that Charge made againft you ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with the particular Date, but it will appear from 

itfclf. 


the Charge 


The Council for the Defendant acquainted the Houfe it was upon the 12th of June 
* 7 ^ 3 - 

They were not put upon Record till then ■, and they were pot upon Record on that Oc 

cafion. 

A. Yes. “ 

Q. Have you feen your Letter Book ? Do you know whether thefc Letters appear upon your 
own Letter Book ? 

A. No, they do not. 
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Q. How came they not to appear upon thofc Letter Books ? 

A. I never put upon Record any private Letter of Mr. Haftings.' 

a What are thofc Letter Books ? What are they the Records of ? 

^ My official Correfpondence with the Government. 

Kept in the Office ? 

A. Yet, in the Office. 

Q. vSo that they are what you call of Record i 

A. Yes, the Record of my official Correfpondence with Mr. Haftings and the Government. 

And you did not put thefc Letters upon thofe Books ? 

^ 1 did not put any private Letter Whatever upon thofe Books. 

Did thofe Letters relate to any Thing but public Matters— —the Matters of your 
MifFion ? 

A. I received Letters from Mr. Haftings, from the firft of my Appointment at Luc. now, in 
which publick Matters were occafionally mixed with private Matters : The Letters that I t ow 
allude to, as having been recorded by Mr. Haftings, feem to me to relate wholly to publick 
Matters. 

Had you not a Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey relative to the Tranfaftions concern- 
ing the Begums ? 

A. I had 

Does that Correfpondence appear upon any Record ; and what ? « 

/L It docs not appear upon any Record that I know of, excepting when it was delivered by Sir 
Elijah Impey to the Honourable the Committee of the Houle of Commons. 

Qj^ Did you place any Part of that Correfpondence upon your own official Books ? 

A. No, certainly not. 

Q. Whether Mr. Haftings did not give you Copies of the Treaty of Chunar, or of either Part 
of it, before he left Chunar with the Nabob? 

A. I am not quite clear whether he gave me a Copy, or not j I carried away with me the Originals 
of both Treaties : I have no Doubt he did give me Copies, though I do not immediately recoiled 
it : The Originals were carried by me to Lucknow. 

Q, Did Mr Haftings give you the Originals of the Treaty, without keeping a Copy himfelff 

A. I underftood Mr. Haftings had no Copy of the Treaty, till I fent it from Lucknow. 

Q; Do you know how you came to have the Originals at all ? 

A. No; it was in the Hurry of fetting out the next Day ; they were mixed amongft my other 
Papers, and 1 did not find out my Miftake till 1 arrived at Lucknow, as I had no Opportunity of 
examining my Papers till I arrived there. 

Q. Then do you or not know whether any Copy was preferved by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. 1 rather think not ; I do not know for Certainty ; but 1 rather think he had no Copy of it till 
afterwards when 1 fent it from Lucknow. 

The Treaty having been figned on the 19 th, and you leaving Chunar on the aoth, how came 
it lb mixed up with your Papers that you could not readily find it ; by what Accident was it, if it was 
an Accident? 

A. I do not know by what Accident it came to be mixed with my Papers, but, in the Hurry of 
marching, I had no Opportunity of looking at my Papers till I arriv^ at Lucknow. 

Did you put your Papers together yourfelf, upon your Departure to Lucknow ? 

A. 1 rather think, Mr. Johnfon, who was my principal Aififtant, put up the Papers. 

When did you firft difeover that you had that Original Treaty with you ? 

A. Very foon after my Arrival at Lucknow. 

Qj^ How long was it before you fent Mr. Haftings a Copy of that Treaty ? 

A. My Letter upon that Subjeft will, I believe, afeertain the Date. 

That was the firft Time that you did ? 

A. Yes i I firft fent him Copies of the Treaties, and afterwards the Originals. 

Wiien did you fend the Original Treaty ? 

A. It nnift have been either the End of November or Beginning of December, I think; and I 
fent them under the Charge of Colonel Hannay. 

Do you know whether that Letter appears upon Record ? 

A. I do not know whether it decs or not ; but I recoiled very well fending them by Colonel 
Hannay, 

<i. Do 
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a Do you rccolleft to have received Letters from Mr. Haftings, between the Time of fend- 
ing the Copies and the Originals, declaring to you, that hV could not lend his Narrative of the 
Tranfadions rcfpcaing the Begums to Calcutta, on Account of ihofe Treaties being abfcni from 
him? 

A. I rccolleft receiving a Letter from Mr. Haftings, riot cxaflly to that Purport, but declaring 
that he was prevented from fending his Narrative, for Want of fomc of the Papers I had carried 
with me to Lucknow. I rather apprehend that meant, fome of the Papers of the Eftablilhment 
and other Papers that had been delivered to him at the Time the Treaty was in Negociation. ’ 

Q. Arc the Letters upon Record the only Application you received from Mr. llaftmgs upon 
•he Subjeft ? 

A. I belrvc all the Letters I received from Mr. Haftings upon that Subjeft arc upon Re- 
cord. 

Was it an authentic and attefted Copy of the Treaty that you fent to Mr. Haftings, when- 
cver'you did fend it ? 

r A. I don’t remember that it was any other wife authenticated, than under my own Signature, 
declaring it to be ~ true Copy. 

Was the Application for the Original fubfequent to your having fent him a Copy ? 

A. Yes. 

For what Purpofc, then, was the Original neceftary when he had a Copy ? 

A. I did not underftand he wanted the Treaty, but the Papers connefted with the Treaty. 

Was ttere any other Reafon why Mr. Haftings Ihould apply to you for the Original, after 
having had an authenticated Copy ? 

A. I don’t know any other Reafon than that the Original was a Record of Office, which pro- 
perly belonged to him. 

Before you lent the Original, did you leave an authentic attefted Copy of the Treaty in 
your Office at Lucknow ? 

A. It was authenticated under my own Signatute as a true Copy. 

Q; Was it left in your Office ? 

A. I have no Doubt of it. 

But you do not particularly remember the Circumftance ? 

A, I do not particularly remember the Circumftance, but I have no Doubt of it^ 

Do you know what became of the Original Treaty after you fent it i 

A. No, I do not. 

Did you ever hear from Mr. Haftings what became of it ? 

A. No i I never recoiled hearing from Mr. Haftings what he did with it ; nor do I recoiled 
ever having had an Acknowledgement from Mr. Haftings that he had received it. 

You faid you fent it by Colonel Hannay^ did you^ or did you not, wait for that Sort of 
Conveyance, in order to lend it down ? 

A. Colonel Hannay was the lirft fafe Opportunity that I recoiled to have occurred, after Mr, 
Haftings had called upon me for it. 

What was the Opportunity by which you fent the Copy ? 

A. By the common Dawk or Poft. 

Q. Then you did not think the Opportunity by which you fent the Copy fafe enough for 
the Original ? 

A. No, certainly. 

Qj^ Did you ever take any Notice to Mr. Haftings, of his not having given you an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Receipt of that Original Treaty ? 

A. I did not : I took it for granted he had received it, as Colonel Hannay, who carried the 
Yreaty, arrived fafe at Chunar. 

Did you call upon him for any Acknowledgment i 

A. I did not. 

Did you think it extraordinary, that you ihould not have fuch an Acknowledgment lent f 

A. No, 1 cannot fay I did. 

Qj^ Did Colonel Hannay return to Lucknow ? , . • 

A. No, he did not return at that Time but I think he returned afterwards ■, but I am not quite 
certain. 

Qi Had you any Reafon to know, of the Nabob or his Minifter, while at Chunar, having 
made any Communication to Mr. Haftings of that Part of your Converfation which was the In- 
ducement with the Nabob to fign the Treaty ? 

A. 1 do not know that they did, or that they did not. 
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I lad you any Convcrfation with Mr. Haftings upon that Subjcft ? 

A. No, f had not. 1 have already ftibd that 1 had no Communication with Mr. Haftings upoii 

that Subject. 

Or did you converfe with the Nabob or his Minifters afterwards upon that Subjeft i 
A. It is very poITible I might; I rather think I did. 

Did t!ie Nabob or his Miniftcr afterwards converfe with you upon die Subjeft of thefe Af- 
fiiranrcs you liad given them ? 

A. I rather think I had Convcrfation upon that Subjef):. 

Was it l^art of tliat Convcrfation, that it had been communicated to Mr, Haftings ? 

A, No; it certainly was not: And I have no Reafon to believe it was ever communicated to 
Mr. Haftings, till my Letter upon the Subjeft communicated the Information to him. 

Are you pofuive, and have a perfeft RecoWcftion» that neither the Nabob, or hb Minifters 
ever fpoke to you, upon the Subjeft of thofe Afluranccs having been communicated to Mr. 
Haftings ? 

A. Certainly I am as clear as it is poffiblc to be upon a Matter at fuch a Diftance of Time ; I 
have fpoken rather doubtfully of having had Convcrfation with the Nabob and his Minifters upon 
the Suhjedt-, but I have no Doubt 1 had, becaufe I was in Converfation with them every Day upon 
what p.ilfrd at Chunar ; and no doubt that was a Part of the Converfation. But I an^ poficivc I 
liatl no Converlation with them about it, as having been communicated to Mr. Haftings. 

CL Whether, while you and the Nabob were at Chunar, the Communication between Chunar 
and Lucknow was cut off? 

A. I he Communication was very difficult ; I cannot fay it was entirely cut off, but it was very 
much obftrudfed, and it was with great Uncertainty that any Letters could be conveyed to or from 
Lucknow; 1 mean the common Mode of Communication by the Poll; there certainly were 
Means of Communication, which I myfelf had Occafion to employ, by difpatching private Per- 
fons with Letters, backwards and forwards. 

. Q. 1 he Qoeftion is, Whether chac Species of Communication was perfe£l;ly free and open, or 
in any Degre e embarrafled and obllrudied ? 

A. It certainly was very difficult} for I have been obliged to make very large Confiderations to 
thofe that carried Letters •, they confidered it as a Service at the Rifqueof their Lives, and infilled 
upon being paid accordingly. 

What Letters from Lucknow did you receive while you was at Chunar ? 

A. I do not recollcft all the Letters I received } I received feveral from Lucknow, and other 
Places in the Province of Oude. 

, Q; Have you any Letters which you received, while you was at Chunar, from the Province of 
Oude ? 

A. It is impoffible I can fay whether I have or not, in a Multiplicity of Papers ; it is very pro- 
bable I may. I recolleft to have received fcveral Letters from Colonel Hannay, but I have none of 
them, becaufe every one of Colonel Hannay’s Letters were delivered up to him at Lucknow, to 
rcfrcih his Memory, upon making his Affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, and it did not occur to 
me to get them back from him. 

Have you fecn any of the other Letters lately? 

A. No, I have not. 

Are any of thofe Letters which you received, while you were at Chunar, from Lucknow put 
upon any Thing you call a Record, either your own official Book, or the Books of the Govern- 
ment at Calcutta ? 

A, I do not know that they are. 

Q. Upon your Return from Chunar to Lucknow, did you or did you not find Letters from 
Colonel Hannay addrelTed to you at Lucknow ? 

A. Yes, I believe I did. 

Did you deliver up thefe Letters alfo to Colonel Hannay to rcfrcih his Memory ? 

A. I delivered every Letter of Colonel Hannay’s I could find, and I have no Doubt thefe were 
among the Letters I delivered up to him. 

Do you remember when it was, that you delivered thefe Letters to Colonel Hannay ? 

A. I do not rccollcit exadly the Time, but it was upon that Occafion when he was called opofl 
to make his Depofidon before Sir Elijah Impey. 

Q. Did you not make Ufc of ail the Information yoU received in thofe Letters of Colonel 
Hannay’s, in a Letter from you to Mr. Hallinzs, previous to your dcliverinz up this Corref- 
pondcncc? ' . 

A. 1 did. 
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Q. Can you dTiftinguifli the Letters from which yoo coltefted that Information ? 

^ I believe the Dates of the Letters will appear ; I extraftej fuch Parts of them as I thought 
were to the Porpofc, or were of Confequcnce to myfelf. * 

Q. So that your Letter to Mr. Haftings purports to contain Extracts of the Letters and the 

Yes i and I believe the Dates arc afeertained. 

(y Did you return with the Nabob from Chunar to Lucknow ? 

^ I did} the Nabob went round by Fyzabad; I left Chunar with the Nabob, but we fepa- 
rated upon the Road } I went ftrait to Lucknow, and he round by way of Fyzabad. 

(r Did Hyder Beg Khan go with you or with the Nabob ? 

A. To the beft of my RecoUeffion he went with me, ftrait to Lucknow; I am pretty certain 
he did. 

Q. In what Manner was the Nabob attended when he left you upon the Road f 

A. He went with no great Attendance j he travelled as expeditioufly as he poflibly could, with 
his ul'ual Guard of Horfe, but no other that I recoiled. 

(\ Whether you underftood that on the 19th September, when Mr. Haftings figned the Treaty 
of^unar, he then poflcircd full and complete Information of all the Circumltances which were 
afterwards alledged againft the Begums ? 

A. No } 1 apprehend he did not ; it was impoftible he could. 

Why was it ftipulated in that Treaty that the Begums (hould have an Equivalent for the 
Reiumption of their Jaghires ? 

A. I cannot fay what might have been Mr. Haftings’s Reafon for that Stipulation. 

Do you know upon what Grounds, either on the Side of Mr. Haftings, or of the Nabob, 
it was, that that Stipulation was made i 

A. No : I do not. 

Have you ever heard any Explanation of it from Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I cannot fay that I have. 

At the Time of the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar, was you apprized of the Treaty 
with the Begums, to which the Englilh were Guarantees ? 

A. Certainly. 

Did you think that a Reafon ? 

A. That might have been the Reafon : I will not pretend to fay it was. 

Q. Did you think it an extraordinary Circumftance that fuch an Equivalent Ibouid be ftipu* 
lated upon the Kefumption of the Jaghires i 

A. No } I did not. 

Had you any Converfation with the Nabob upon that Subjeft ? 

A. I cannot fix any Converfation in my Memory upon that Part of the Subjeft ; but I have 
no Doubt but I converted with him frequently upon the whole Subjeift. 

Had you no particular Converfation with the Nabob, or his Minifters, refpefting the Begums, 
at that Time ? 

A. It is very probable I had, but I cannot pofitively fay : It was certainly very probable. 

0 ^ Then I am to underftand, that it was not a Matter of fuch Importance, as to have left an 
Impreflion of it upon your Mind ? 

A. I cannot fay that it made an Impreffion on my Memory, more than any other Parts of the 
Treaty ; it certainly did not make any particular Impreftlon upon my Memory. 

Qi Did you keep any Memorandums of the feveral Converfations and other Proceedings that 
you had upon that Treaty ? 

A. No. 

Had you any Converfation with Mr. Haftings upon the Subjeft of the Begums, or of the 
Condition they were to be left in ? e c ■ 

A. I do not recolledt any particular Converfation farther than that they were to have a full Equi- 
valent } it was to be made fully up to them by ready Money paid them. 

Q; Had you any particular Converfation with the Nabob, while you contirtued on the Road, 
before you parted, refpefting the Begums ? 

A. Not particularly, that I recoileft. 

, Qc {Crefs examined.) You have faid Mr. Haftings could not have obtained full and compleat 
formation upon the Subjeft of the Begums Behaviour in the Province ; do you not know that, 
belore you left Chunar, ^^^r. Haftings had a confiderable Quantity ot Information upon that Subject r 

A. 1 underftood he had fome Information upon the Subjeft, but to what Extent I cannot lay. 
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Q. Do you rteollcft to have communicated to Mr. Haftings, any Information upon the Sul^ 
of tlie Begums Behaviour at the Time you was at Chunar ? 


Begums Behaviour at the T^me you 
I certain! ^ 

nay’s, which I received at Chunar, 


A. 1 certainly communicated all the Information I received, and fome ^tters of Colonel Han- 

I certainly communicated to Mr. Haftings, 


What other Information had you received, at the Time you was at Chunar, upon that 

do not recolleft that I received any other particular Information i I certainly had heard 
many general Reports, 

(X General Reports of what ? , ^ r t. • u • o- 

A. Of the Conduft of the Begums, in aflifting the Rebellion of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 

Q. Were thofe general Reports communicated by you to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. The Reports were very general. I do not recolleft that I made any particular Communi- 
cation to Mr. Haftings •, he, moft undoubtedly, had the fame Opportunity of hearing them that 
I had. 

Q, Do you, or do you not, remember, whether thofe Reports, and the other Intelligence you 
had gotten of the Behaviour of the Begums, were Part of the Subjeft of your Converfations 

•with Mr. Haftings ? . . . „ • • i a • , 

A I do not particularly rccollcdh it, though it undoubtedly was } it certainly muft have been ; 
it was the common Report of the Place, and of every Body, during my RcBdence at Chunar. 

Q. What was the Subjea of that Report ? , , . , , 

^ riiat they had encouraged the Revolt of Rajah Cheit Sing •, and that they had even alTidcd 

him in railing Troops. 

Was it Part of the Report, that they had afllftcd, of had any Share in the Difturbanccs in 

Coruckpore ? . i noi- 

A. 1 believe the Letters of Colonel Hannay fpeak to that Subjeft : I do not rccollea, at this 

Time, that I had any Information refpefling the Part they had taken in thofe Difturbanccs. 

Was it a prevalent Report, while you was at Chunar, that the Begums had taken an aflive 
PaiTln the Difturbanccs ? 

A. It was. 

(3 Had you any Reafon, and what, to doubt the Truth of that Report ? 

A. No j I had no Reafon to doubt the Truth of it. 

Did you yourfclf believe the Truth of thofe Reports ? 

A. I thought them very probable. 

Q. Were they ailed upon at the Time ? 

A. I believe not. 

Had you, upon further Inquiry, Reafon to believe that the Begums had been ailivc in thofe 
Difturbanccs ? 

A. Certainly, I did believe it perfcftly. 

Q. Can you fpecify any particular Acts, in which they were concerned ? . j a ii 

A. I underftood, from the Information of Colonel Hannay and others, that Troops had actually 
been fent from Fyzabad to Benares, by the Begums’ Eunuchs, or through their Affiftancc,to the 
Support of Rajah Clicit Sing. 

By whom were thofe Troops levied and paid ? 

A. It is .mpolTiblc for me to fay. 

Q. Did the fame Report, which informed you they had been lent to Benares, inform you they 

ha^cen levied and paid by the Begums ? . . , r. fhnfe 

A. 1 believe it did : It was the Report, that Money had been advanced by the Begums 

Troops. 

Q. What Number of Troops were fpecifted, in that Report, to be fent by the Begums from 
Fyzabad ? 

A. I think a Thoufand Men at one Time. 

Do you know what Number of Troops the Begums had at any Time in their ^ 

A. It is impoftible to fay with any Precilion •, their Jaghircs were very cxtcnfive, and m di c 
Places*, and they had large Bodies of Troops, employed for the Collc^lion of their Revenue , 
all thole Jaghircs. 

As near as you can rccollcfl, how many did the Number amount to, in the fcveral 
in which they were employed ? . ‘ u be abk 

A. My Anfwer to that muft be very doubtful: I ftiould fuppofe, they might altogether 
to muftcr Pen Thoufand Men. po 
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Q. Do you know what Force the Begums retained about thcmfelvcs at Fyzabad, where their 
Relidcnce was, not immediatelv employed in the Colleftion of their Jaghires ? 

A. Ill general they did not keep many I'roops at Fyzabad, 1 believcT 

Do you know how many; did they keep any ? 

A. Some*, but not mo.e than Was necclfary for the Guard of their Palace and their Perfons. 

What might that Number be? 

A. It might be a Thoufand Men. 

Do you know what Number of Troops they had about Fyzabad, in the Months of Auguft, 
September, and O.'lobcr 1781 i or the grcatcft Number they had at that Time ? * 

A 1 cannot lay that I know. At the Time we went to Fyzabad to feize upon the Begums 
Treafure, they had about 5000 Men in the Town. 

When was that ? 

A. In January 17821 but I cannot tell what Number they had in Auguft, September, and 
Oftobtr 1781. 

But had they any extraordinary Number, above the Thoufand Men you dated ? 

A. 1 do not know that they had. 

You have laid tlie Communication between Chunar and Lucknow was much obftruifted, at 
the Time you was at Chunar — (late what was the Occafiun of that Obllruiftion ? 

A. I he general Dil'ordcr throughout the Country. 

What Sort of Dilordcr are you fpeaking of ? 

A. liilurrtiftions. 

By whom ? 

A. Infurreftions by the Natives of the Country, by the Zemindars ; and alfo in Chtit Sing’s 
Country, of cuurle, by the ’ Dependents of the Rajah; in the Province of Oude, by the Inlur- 
reiftion of the Zemindars ; and in the Province of Benares, by the Adherents of R.ijah Cheit Sing. 

Do you know the Caufe of the Infurreftion of the Zemindars in the Province of Oude ? 

A. I cannot lay I know it of my own Knowledge : The Report was, that they had been en- 
couraged to it by Rajah Cheit Sing ; that they had received Promifes of Sums of Money : But I 
fpeak from Report, not from any Knowledge I had of the Fa6t. 

Q:. Do you know a Perfon of the Name of Shumlheer Khan ? 

A. I have heard of fuch a Perfon. 

Qj^ What was his Situation ? 

A. He was Phoufdar or Governor of Tanda, a Place in the Begums Jaghire. 

Qj^ Was he an Officer under them, or under the Nabob ? 

A. Under the Begums. 

Qj^ Was he employed in the Colleilion of their Revenue, or to manage their Concerns in that 
Diftnd ? 

A. I underftood him to be placed there to collefl their Revenues. 

Was Shumlheer Khan an adopted Son of one of the Begums Minifters ? 

A. I underftood he was ; he had been originally the Slave, and was afterwards adopted as the 
Son, of Bahar All Khan. 

Do you know of any Ads of Hoftility committed by Shumlheer Khan, againft any Britiffi 
Officer, during the Time of thofe Difturbanccs ? 

A. I know it only from the Information of Captain Gordon, 

Q;^ Did you tranfmit that Information to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I think the firft Information of the Tranfadion to which this alludes, was received at Chu- 
nar before I left it ; and of courfe communicated to Mr. Haftings. 

Was that any Part of the Reafons alluded to by you in your Letter of the 17th September 
1781, where you fay, ‘ When I had laft the Honour of feeing you, I more than once urged my 
* Reafons for thinking that the Rebellion of Rajah Chtit Sing was but a Part of a larger and 
‘ more extenfive Plan, which was, by the good Fortune of your Arrival, prematurely brought 
‘ forward before all the Parties to it were united and properly prepared for Adion («)” ? 

A. I have no Doubt it was. 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, that this Letter was mif- 
printed in the Calcutta Narrative, the 17 September for the 17 Oftober, as appeared 
oy the Original. 

(«) Vide Narrative of the loTurredion at Banaris, Calcutta Edit. Appendix, Part 1. P. 64, & fupra, 

P. 182. 

Q. Arc 
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Arc the fcveral Fafts fu^eftcd and the Information contained in this Letter true, to the 
bcft of your Knowledge if 

A. 1 certainly believed them, or I ftould not have tranfmitted them to Mr. Haftings. 

• CX How far is Tanda, the Situation of the Bcsums Jaghire, from Fyzabad ? 

A, 1 cannot fpcak with any Prccifion } I ihould imagine about 28 or 30 Miles, buti fpeak without 
any^)ofitive Information upon the Matter. 

From your Knowledge of the Situation of Shumiheer Khan, and hisdDcpendance upon the 
Begums, do you believe he would have engaged in any Ad of Hollility againft the Englifli In, 
tereft, unlcfs he had been authorized and' encouraged in it by the Begums ? 

A. I Ihould apprehend, fpeaking from Opinion, that he would not have ventured upon fuch a 
Step, as I fuppole he did take, without being aflured of the Protedion o( the Begums. 

('by the Managers.) Is that your Opinion now i 

A. Yes, It is. 

(by the Counfel ) What was your Opinion at the Time-, and did you intimate to Mr. Ilaft. 
ings, that your Belief was, that the Begums had ufed every Means in their Power, to promote and 
encourage die Rebellion of Rajah Cheii Sing ? 

A. I believe I have Rated my Opinion to be fuch, in the Letter juft now alluded to ? 

Was it your Opinion ? 

A. Certainly. 

Did you communicate that Opinion to Mr, Haftings i 

A. It IS the Opinion communicated to Mr. Haftings in the Letter. 

Is that your Opinion now ? 

A. It certainly is. 

Was that the prevalent Opinion in the Country ? 

A. I believe it was the univerfal Opinion. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Witnefs having, upon the Crofs 
Examination (<i), fpoken of Reports relative to the Conduft of the Begums, concerning 
which he had had Converfation with Mr. Haftings, and having, upon his Examina- 
tion in Chief, fworn that he never had any Conveifation with Mr. Haftings refpect- 
ing the Begums, of fuch Importance as to leave any Impreflion upon his Memory, 
they defired the Examination in Chief of the Witnefs, as to that Point, might be read. 

The fame was read by the Clerk, as follows : 

“ Had you no particular Converfation refpeding the Begums with the Nabob, or his Mi- 
nifi.is, at that Time ? 

A. It is very probable I had; but I cannot pofitively fay > it was certainly very probable. 

Then, am I to underftand it was not upon any Matter of fuch Importance as to have left 
an Impreflion upon your Mind of it? 

A. 1 cannot lay it made an Impreflion upon my Memory more than any other Part of the Treaty; 
certainly it did not make any particular Impreflion. 

Q. Did you keep any Memorandum of the feveral Converfatlons and other Proceedings which 
you had upon that Treaty ? 

A. No. 

Had you any Converfation with Mr. Haftings upon the Subjefl: of the Begums, or the Con- 
dition they were to be left in ? 

A. 1 do not recollcft any particular Converfation, farther than that they were to have a full 
Equivalent ; it was to be made fully up to them by ready Money paid them. 

Q. Had you any particular Converfation with the Nabob, when you continued upon the Road 
withhim, before you parted, rcfpedling the Begums ? 

A. Not particularly, that I recollcft.’*^ 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Qi {by the Managers.) You have faid, you did not think it extraordinary that an Equivalent 
Ihould' be ftipulatcd for the Begums Jaghircs : If you believed this Report of the Begums Beha- 
viour, why did you not think that extraordinary ? 

A. The Reports, though general, were certainly not proved, and could not therefore, I con- 
ceive, be made an Objedion againft giving an Equivalent for what was taken away from them at 
this Time. 


(«) Vide fupra, Page 110. 
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o Whether tbofe Reports of DiraflTeftioa and Hodilitv, froih whatever Quarter they came, 
'were not equally pointed againft the Nabob and againft Saadit i^li Khan his Brotlicr ? 

A. Some of them wac certainly. ^ 

(y Whether all the Reports you heard relative tt» the Begums, and their Indifpofuion, did not 
ap^t without any Exception, both to the Nabob and to the Nabob’s Brother ? 

‘a.* I believe they were only contained in the Informations of Colonel Hannay and thole Of- 
ficers that were with him j I dp not recoiled that it was any Part of the general Report. 

Q, Do you, or do you not remember, whether the Information which Colonel Hannay fent 
vou appliw Nabob and the Nabob’s Brother, as to the Begums ? 

^ A. It certainly did imply fome Sufpicions of the Nabob and his Brother Saadit Ali, as well 
as of the Begums ? 

The Queftion is. Whether it applied as fully to the Nabob and his Brother, as to the .Be- 

^'*a! I believe not fo fully ; but I beg to refer to the Letters thcmfelves. 

Concerning the other Informations and Reports you mentioned, whether they did not all 
ap^ as well to the Nabob and his Brother as to the Begums? 

‘a. I do not think they did j I do not believe they did. 

Q. Have you ever read the Affidavits that were taken before Sir Elijah Impey ? 

^ I have read fome, and probably all of them at different Times j but I cannot fay I recol- 
lect the Contents of them at this Diftance of Time. 

Q. Do you recoiled whether there is any One of thofc Affidavits, that docs not Rate Re- 
port equally ftrong againft the Nabob and his Brother, as againft the Begums ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objeded to this Queftion, as going to the ^it- 
nefs’s Recolledion of what another Perfon wrote, on a Subjed in which the Witnefs 
was not at all concerned. 

Q. Did you, or did you not, receive a Letter from Capt. M’Donald while you was at Chunar ? 

AT 1 do recoiled a Letter being received; it was not immediately from Capt. M’Donald ; but 
it had been feized by fome Party of Rajah Cheit Sing, and carried to him ; it was an intercepted 
Letter. 

Q. From whom, and to whom? , .... „ r „ • . 

^ It was from Capt. M’Donald direded tomyfelf, it was intercepted by fome Party of Rajah 
Cheit Sing’s, and carried to the Rajah, from thence it was font to me by an Englifh Gentleman, 
a Jew, that happened to be along with Cheit Sing. 

Qj^ It was fent you to Chunar ? 

A. It was ; I received it at Chunar ? 

Q^ Was that Letter from Capt. M‘Donald, in Point of Date, the firft Information that you 
rec^d upon the Subjed of the Indifpofuion of the Begums? 

A. I cannot fay whether it was the nrft or not, or whether fome of Colonel Hannay s might not 

have been prior to it. 


The Managers for the Commons defued the Letter might be read to the Witnels. 

Read, the following Extraft from the Appendix, Part 2, to the Benares Narrative, 
Num. 95, beginning at Page 117 of the fame. 


ic 

« In fuch critical Times as thefc, every Man has a Right to relate what he hears : A Friend 
Ihould and may do it without Impropriety ; therefore, before H^nay leaves theNeighbwrhc^ of 
Fyzabad, I write you my News and Opinion, left hereafter our Communication be cut off. There 
is certainly Villainy abroad. The Nabob, 'tis faid, fet out wdl inclined to our Intcreft, but, linc^ 
he and Saadut Ally have come to a proper Underftanding. The latter 

give us any Affiftance; lhat fuch another Opportunity might never offer f ® ‘ 

as yet he need only Hand neuter himfdf,- and, Under aflembling his “"“y 

Cheit Sing, privately dired them to obftrud the J«ndionK>f our Force, by ""y 
The Begums gave the fame Advice, and Promife of Money. r&J, 

to a great Amount. This Plan was the Caufe of Gpr^n’s Difafter ; m , 

Country, while he thought himfclf amongft Friends. !? 

who I have had it in my Power to be kind to. Alfo, it 1 $ the j^hlick T y » y 

People are daily infult J. Likewife Zalim (who is with no Affift 

croft in the Morning) boafts that he will foon ifo for us, aa the Nabob 

ance, that he is fore®of, nor will any of the Colkdors w more Money ; we 

have none to pay our Troops with— while they bave^leoiy. Hannay 
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Ry Ghaut, on the Oudc Side; with only Two Companies, Two Guoi» and (I believe) feme difaffc^i. 
ed Horfe. I have written him preflingly to crofs to this Place, for Ihould Zafim be^ over before him 
I (hall be hemmed up in a fmall Fort v^th One Hundred and Fifty Sepoys, when Zalrni will take Cate 
Hannay does not get over to relieve me ; perhios, while attempting to pa6 the Gogra, be attacked 
by the People of the Beguma, wkb the Zenieedars fot on by her. In fuch an Event, be could not 
pofllbly efcape DdftruRion : My Wauflelaut would fiw fouled after fitch an Accident. I 
apt to think thia Mmttidi Treaty is only a Fetch to gain Time, until the Rains ai« over for certaiiL 
as their Horfc could not aft during that Sealbn. Look to yourfclf, Nat. you may be in the Nabob’s 
Power. Mr. Haftings Ihould not leave Chunar, until there be Force very fuffic'ient at Hand, both 
to check his Ejtcelleney, and do for Cheit Sinn, left he get into a worfo Scrape. A vw fow Days 
will determine it one way or other, with Regara to us Rulers over thefo. You may think me hum- 
ming, but it is more than Odds we never, never meet again. God profper You, and pray take 
Care, See. 

.« Amorc, “ Yours, &c. 

9th September 1781. J- Macdonald (4- 


Q. Do you remember this Letter ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did you communicate this Letter to Mr. Haftingi f 

A. I delivered the Letter to him. 

Q;. Where? 

A. At Chunar. 

Q. Do you not know that Mr. Hafiings received numerous Intimations and Cautions agaiok 
the Nabob Vizier ? 

A. I believe he did receive fome. 

Can you tell whether they were of were not numerous ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Did you believe the Reports, as applied to the Vizier and Saadit Ali, as well as to the Begums ? 

A. I certainly did not believe them, as they applied to the Vizier, with whom 1 happened to be 
at the Time •, but, with refpedl to Saadit, I cannot fpeak with the fame Certainty. 

Q. Do you believe them at this Moment, with refpeft to Saadit Ali ? 

A. I can only fpeak from what is upon the Records : Mr. Haftings acquits Saadit Ali of any 
Views of that kina i I cannot now form any Opinion of them. 

Whether^ thofc general Reports, concerning the Begums, did not alTcrt,' that the Objeftsrf 
the Begums were, as well to dethrone the Nabob, as to extirpate or injure the Englifh ? 

A. I think they were, to the beft of my Recolleflion. 

But as to the Point of dethroning him ? 

A. I cannot fay fo generally as that, but they were hoftile to him. 

Q;^ Whether upon your Oath you have not fo ftated it ? 

A. I do not recollect that 1 have. 

Did you not think it an extraordinary Circumftance that the Nabob (hould go with fo fmall 
an Attendance through Fyaabad, which was the Head Quarters of the Rebels, at the very Mo- 
ment the Rebellion exifted ? 

A. The Nabob’s Guard at this Time was about 2000 Horfe, and I underftood at this Time that 
the Diforders of the Country had a good deal fubfided. 

Q. Whether you did, or not, think it extraordinary he (hould go with a Guard of 2000 Horie, 
under the Circumftanccs you have rcprefcnted the Country to have been in, or to have been re- 
ported, at leaft, to be in? ^ . 

A, No, I did not think it extraordinary i 2000 Horfe I Ihould tlunk fufiicient to have repeliea 
any Force that might be difpolixi to ohftruft him. 

Q. You fold the Nabob parted with you to travd as faft as he could, /ound by Fyzabad, with 
thofe Horfe ) did you underitaod the Nal^ to go td pay a Vifit to bia Mother, or to fuppreu »> 
Infurredtion? , 

A. To pay a Vifit, 1 underftood. 

Did you temonftrate to the Nabob upon the Danger of paying a fhendljr Vifit at that 
Time ? 

A. No, certify not. 

Q. Whether you did not make an AfiHavit befon Elijah Irapcy ? 

ATldid. 
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- («) Vide fupta, Page ail. 
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?“ "* Troth which yt» knew «({,,«. 
A. Every Thii^ that I know of my own Koowfedgo certainly. 


after the ABiir of Sh.mlh.crC.™'. Cppoftd il|Co„. 

A. Atout Two Months afterwards, to the beft of my Recollection , the Accident to Caotain 
Gordon happened in September, and I think I faw Colonel Hannay in November. ^ 

Was that before Sir Elijah Impey arrived at Lucknow i 
A. About that Time. 


Q. Do you remember the Arrival of 
A. Yes. 


Sir Elijah Impey ? 


Was your Converfation with Colonel Hannay, 
Time you delivered him up the Letters i 
A. I believe it was about that Time. 


refpeCting Captain Gordon’s^ 


Affair, at the 


a What Circumftancedid Colonel Hannay relate to you refpeCting Captain Gordon’s Situido# 
and his Efcape upon that Occafion ? < ^ 

A. I cannot fay I recolleft particularly the Converfation Colonel Hannay had. further than 
relating the Accident he had met with, and the narrow Efcape that he had had • He mentioned at 
the fame Time, that he had had fomc Correfpondcnce with the Begums upon the Subject. ’ 

Did he not inform you of the Purport of that Correfpondence between him and the Begum ? 

A. Not in particular > he only informed me in general, that it was an amicable Correfoon. 
dence. 


Qi, Did you not learn from it that the Begums had in FaCt refeued Captain Gordon from the Si- 
tuation he was in at Tanda? 

A. I underftood from Colonel Hannay, that the Begums had refeued Captain Gordon, and fent 
him under a protedling Guard to Colonel Hannay. 

Q. Did you not depofe upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey, every Circumftancc that you 
knew againlt the Bourns ? ^ 

A. I apprehend I did ; I knew very little, of my own Knowledge, relbeCIing the Begums as 
I happened to be, during the Time of the Troubles, with Mr. Haftings at Chunar. f afferted 
very little upon my own Knowledge. 

Qi But you aflerted all that you did know of your own Knowledge ? 

A. Yes. 

Does not that Affidavit contain alfo ABerdons of Hearfay which came to yuur Know- 
ledge ? ^ 

A. I would wifli the Affidavit to be read ) I cannot fay I can recolleft', at this Time, what I 
did fay then. 


Then the following Paflage of the Witnefs's Aflidavit was read to him, from the 
Appendix to the Benares Narrative, Num. 9. A. (a) 

‘ That he heard, at the Time, and believed, and docs ftill believe, that much Encourage- 
‘ ment, and fomc aftual Aid, in the raifing of Troops, was given Rajah Cheyt Sing, by Bahar 
‘ AliCawn, and jewar Ali Cawn, the Two principal Eunuchs and Counfellors of the Vizier’s 
‘ Mother, at Fyzabadj and that their Conduft, as well as that of their Dependants, during 
‘ the Continuance of the Dilturbances at Benares, manifefted a ftrong DifaffiCtiOn to the Englilh.’ 

Then the following C^eftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Do you mean to fay, you did intend to comprize in that Affidavit not only all that you knew 
of your perfonal Knowledge, but all that yoO had heard froth Report ? 

A. Yes, in general all 1 had heard upon the SubjeCb 

Why then did hot you depofe to this Hiftory that ybu heard from Colonel Hannay, of the Be- 
gums having delivered Captain Gordon, and ftnt him under a protecting Guard f 

A. The Rt$(bn I did not was, becaufc at the Time Colonel Hannay gave me this Hiffory^ he 
mention^ a Circumftancc that gave me Realbn to pay very little Attention to what the Bcguihs 
ffid i which was, that he confidered Captain Gordon to be entirely at the Mercy ofthe Begum^and 
he thought it a Piece of Policy to temporize with the Begums, and to write them friendly Let- 
ters i and to thofe Letters he did impute at the Time the Safety of Colonel Gordon. 

* L I. ■■■■ ,^.... • 1 1 11. , I U l l g fUl fy „ 

[a) Vide fupra, Page 255, 6tb Line from the Bottom. 
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Q. Was that the whole Reafon you had^ for not inlcrting the Particulars of that HiRory in your 
Affi 3 ^avit ? 

A, It was : I had not feen the Letters shat pafl^ between Colonel Hannay and the ficgunu} it 
was only mentioned generally by Colonel Hannay. 

Q. Whatever the Begums Motives were, was not you in faft ^prized that Shumlheser Cawh, 
indead of being encouraged by the Begums to didrefs Captain Gordon, had in fad; faved and 
proteded him under their Orders i 

A. As far as I informed your Lordihips, I certainly was ; at the fame Time I was not apprized 
that the Begums had taken any Notice of the Behaviour of Shumlheer Cawn, as it was reprefented 
by Captain Gordon, but that he was continued there in his Office the fame as he was be- 
fore. 

Q;^ I underftand you to fay that you were then apprifed that the Begums had taken no Notice 
of the Behaviour or Sumlhirc Cawn f 

A. I was apprifed that they had not taken Notice of his Behaviour, but continued him in bis 
Office. 


ik Ql yo** apprifed that the Begums upon the Firft Intimation from Colonel Hannay 
matCaptain Gordon was in any Danger, had fent an Efcort of Troops to refeue him from that 
Danger ? 

A. 1 heard thatthey had. 

At that Time you were apprifed of it ? 

A. I was. 


Was you not apprifed that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, after Captain Gordon was 
in Safety with Colonel Hannay, had written a Letter of Thanks and Gratitude to the Begum and 
her Minifters ? 

A. I was certainly apprifed, from what Colonel Hannay had faid, that he had written Letters to 
the Begums upon that SubjeA : 1 do not recolleff that I heard, that Captain Gordon had written 
Letters upon that Subjedf. 

Q. Was you apprifed of a Letter from Captain Gordon to the Begum in the following Words? 


“ A Copy of an Addrefs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 

“ Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Gcncrofity, whom God preferve. 

“ After prefenting the ufual Profeffions of Servitude, &c. in the cuRomary Manner, my Ad- 
drefs is permitted. 

” Your gracious Letter, in Anfwer to the Petition of your Servants from Goondab, exalted 
me. From the Contents, I am become unfpeakably imprelTcd with the Honour it conferred. 
May the Almighty proteft that Royal Purity, and beftow Happinefs, Increafe of Wealth, and 
Prol'pcrity ! 

“ The Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and Benevolence, 

“ A few Days liave elapfed fince I arrived at Goondah, with the Colonel Saib. 

“ This is prefented for your Highnefs’s Information. I chcrilh Hopes from your Generofity, 
that, confidering me in the Light of One of your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour 
me with your gracious Letters. 

“ May the S^un of Profperity continually Ihine,** 


Was you apprized of Captain Gordon’s having written this Letter, after he arrived in Safety 
to Colonel Hannay ? 

A. Not till I faw the Letter. 

Did you fee the Letter at the Time ? 

A. Not at the Time. 

Qi Do you remember when you firft faw it ? 

A. It was towards the End of the Year 1782 that I firft faw the Letter. 

Q. Upon what Principle did you think yourfeif juftified, when you were fwearing to all you 
knew refpefting the Begums, to conceal the Circumftancc you now confeffed ? 

A. I have informed your Lordihips what induced me to give it very little Credit, which was 
the Explanation given me by Colonel Hannay at the Time, of the Motives for his writing friendly 
Letters to the Begum. 

Qj Whether Shumlheer Cawn was not afterwards delivered up to you by the Begums ? 

A. He was delivered up to the Nabob. 

After the Storming of Fyzabad ? 

A. Yes, 
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Was he delivered to you, or to the Nabob ? 

A. At that Time, none. 

Qj, Was not Shumfhirc Cawn almoft immediately rcleafed after he was put under voiir Care ? 

A. Very foon after he was put into my Care. I left Lucknow, and went on Leave of Ab- 
fence from Lucknow j and I left Mr. Johnfon in Charge of my Office, and during my Abfence 
he was releafed.. “ ' 

How long was it after the Time he was firft committed to your Care ? 

A. About a Month, I believe. 


Q, Was any Examination taken, or Means ufed, to difeover the Truth of Shumlhirc Cawn’s 
Conduft ? 

A. No, not by me j not at all. 

Do you know of any being taken in your Office by Mr. Johnfon, or any Body clfc f 
A. No, I do not. ^ 

Where was Mr. Scott’s Factory ? 

A. At 7 anda. 

Qj^ Where did Captain Gordon refide while he was at Tanda ? 

A. I don’t know ; probably in Mr. Scott’s Factory : But I cannot fay. 

Had not Mr. Scott the Monopoly of Cloths in thofe Provinces ? 

A. He carried on a confidcrablc Trade there } I cannot fay he had a Monopoly. 

Do you know what Monopoly means ? 

A. Yes. 

Had he the cxclufive Right of trading there ? 

A. No, not at this Time. 

Had he a great Manufactory there ? 

A. Yes, he had. 

Qi Had you any Complaint, during the Whole of the Troubles of that Time, that Shum- 
Ihire Cawn, or any other Ferfon upon the Part of the Begums, had dilturbed Mr. Scott, or any 
other Perfons, or their Servants or Workmen, or any Englifhman there fettled ? 

A. I do not recoiled that I had. 


Did not the Begum herfclf deliver up Shumlhirc Cawn, expreffing her Aftonilhment, that 
any luch Report Ihould prevail to his Difadvantage ? 

A. I do not recoiled that Ihc did. 

Did not the Begum fend Copies of the Correfpondence between her and Colonel Hannay 
and Captain Gordon to you, juft previous to the delivering him up ? 

A. No } I do not recoiled Ihe did. 

Do you fay, you do not recoiled it ? 

A. Not at that Time; about a Twelvemonth afterwards, they were brought by Major 
Gilpin. 

CX When Sir Elijah Impey was taking Depofitions at Lucknow refpeding this Affair at Tanda, 
did they call upon Mr. Scott to give any Information upon the Subject ? 

A. I really do not know whether he was, or that he was not: His Affidavit, 1 imagine, will ap- 
pear, if he was called upon. 

Do you know whether he was or wa.s not called upon ? 

A. I do not. 

Did not Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon make Depofitions before Sir Elijah Impey ? 

A, They did. 

Did cither of them mention the Circumftance of the Begum’s having refeued Captain 
Gordon ? 


The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the C^iieftion. 

Qi Was not Captaih' Gordon a Military CoHedor under Colonel Hannay ? 

A. He was one of the Officers under Colonel Hannay. 1 will not take upon myfclf to fay in 
what Manner Colonel Hannay employed him. 

7 R Was 
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Was Colonel Hannay a Military Colleilor ? 

A. He was. 

Do you know, what the Danger that Captain Gordon fell into was owing to ? 

A. No, I do not : Captain Gordon has ftated the Whole in a very long Letter. 

Do you know any Thing of it, befidcs what is contained in that Letter ? 

A. No, I do not. 

Qi {by the Ceunfel.) Do you know where Captain Gordon is at prefent ? 

A. I believe, in London j I law him a few Days ago. 

Do you not know whether he is come from abroad on Purpofe to give Evidence here ? 

A. I underitand he is come from abroad for that Purpofe, if he (hould be called upon. 

Q. Do you know what Degree of Danger Captain Gordon was in when the Begums protcdled 
him f 

A. I did not underftand he was under any Reftraint i he remained at Tanda till they fent the 
Efcort to take him away. 

Whether the Force that had been under the Command of Captain Gordon had been dif- 
perlcd by Means of Shumfheer Khan and his People, before the Begum fent to deliver him t 
A. I know no more of that Tranfadtion than what is recorded by Captain Gordon himfelf. 

(by a Lord.) Whether you preferved or dedroyed thofe private Letters which you received 
from I'ime to Time from Mr. HalUngs, and which you have dated to relate to publick Bufinefs, 
in Whole or in Part? 

A. I cannot fay I preferved them in Whole: I may have fome of them; I have no doubt 
but I have fome of them. 

Did you or did you not take and preferve Copies of your Anfwers to thofe private Letters ? 
A. Not entirely ; of fome undoubtedly I did. 

Qi What is become of thofe Copies ? 

A. I have fome of them undoubtedly ; I cannot fay that I have coirplete Copies of them. 

Q. Did you communicate the Circumdance of Shumfheer Khan's not being animadverted upon 
by the Begums, as a Circumdance that you gave Credit to in Proof of their Difaffcdlion ? 

A. No; I do not recoiled: that 1 made any Communication of it. 

(i If I underdand you right, you fay the Treaty of Chunar was in Two Parts ; One didindly 
the Conceffions made by Mr. Hadings, the other Part didinftly the Conceflions made by the 
Nabob; were there Counterparts of both thofe two Parts of the Agreement executed by the refpec- 
tive Parties ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Were both thofe Parts put by Accident among your Papers when you went to Lucknow ? 
A. They were ; both of them. 

Then the Nabob had no original Part ? 

A. The Original, upon his Part, was delivered to the Nabob. 

Q. How many Indruments were figned on one Side, or on the other, at the Time of the Treaty 
of Chunar, on the 19th of September? 

A. Two. 

A Part, and a Counterpart ? 

A. Yes. 

Both thofe you had in your Pollcflion ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then what do you mean by faying the Nabob had the Original ? 

A. The Nabob had the Part the Governor General had figned. 

Then you could not have both in your Poflellion ? 

A. For a Time I had. 

When was that other delivered to the Nabob ? 

A. The very next Day, I believe. 

Whether there were- Duplicates of thefe Two Parts executed by Mr. Hadings and the 
Nabob ? 

A. I believe not. 

Q;. Then did you carry to Lucknow the two Parts, the Part contwning the Conceflions to Mr- 
Hadings, and the Part containing the Conceflions to the Nabob ? 

A. I carried all the Papers relating to that Treaty. 


Q,If 
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If you were in Poflcflion of both thofe Parts of the ^Agreement, of which there were no 
Puplicates executed, could the Nabob be in Pofleflion of cither Part in the mean Time ? 

It was delivered to him as loon as it could be after its Execution. 

0^ Where was it delivered to him ? 

^ I cannot fay whether at Chunar, or the next Day when I joined him on the other Side of tlie 
River } but it certainly was delivered to him and in his Poflcflion, where I faw it frequently 
afterwards. 

(V I have underftood you that both thefe Parts were found in your PoflelTion when you went to 

Lu^now ? 

A. No, not when I went to Lucknow. 

When did you find thofe Parts in your Poflcflion •, you arc underftood to have faid this, — 
that there were two Inftruments figned, one by the Nabob, of the Contrafts that he made in 
favour of the Company, and the other by Mr. Haftings, of the Contracts that the Company made 
in favour of the Nabob : You are underftood alfo to have faid, there were no Duplicates of thofe 
Inftruments executed, and that both thofe original Inftruments were carried by you to Lucknow ? 

A. Yes. 

Then the Nabob could not poflTibly have it ? 

A. I cannot fay when it was delivered to the Nabob ; but that it was delivered is certain, for it is 
in his Poflcflion now. 

Do you know when he was firft put in PoffclTion of it ? 

A. I cannot fay. 

What was it you delivered to Colonel Hannay to carry to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. The Parc of the Treaty that pledged the Nabob to certain Conditions. 

One Part of the Treaty only ? 

A. One Part of the Treaty only. 

Qj^ Then what became of the other Parc which you did not tranfmit by Colonel Hannay ? 

A. That Part was lodged with the Nabob certainly. 

Q. I underftand you to have faid, that you told the Nabob, and the Nabob’s two Minifters, 
thatiiis the Nabob’s Part of the Engagement was not to be literally fulfilled, and that Mr. Haft- 
ings Ihould have fomething to Ihew: Did you or did you not at that Time give the Nabob to 
underftand that you gave luch AlTuranccs on the Part of Mr. Haftings, br that fuch Aflurances 
were not given on the Part of Mr. Haftings : which was it ? 

A. I wiftied him to underftand that I Ipoke only according to my own Belief of the Tenor and 
Objefiiof the Treaty t I certainly did not tell him that I had any Authority from Mr. Haftings, 
nor do I believe he thought 1 had. 

Q. Whether the Nabob, or either of his Minifters, did or did not exprefs or intimate a Wilh that 
Mr. Haftings, who was then in the Room, fliould confirm the Aflurances you gave them in the 
Manner you did ? 

A. I do not recolIeA they did. 

Are you pofitivc whether you ever had or had not from Mr. Haftings cither fpccial or gene- 
ral Inftruffions or Permiflion to make any Aflurance of the Kind you have mentioned •, or do you 
mean we Ihould underftand that you gave thofe AlTuranccs entirely unauthorilW by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I do not believe Mr. Haftings ever did give me any Authority whatever tor communi- 
cating fuch AlTuranccs : I communicated them only, as founded on my own Belief of what was the 
Objetf and the principal Aim of the Treaty, namely, the Recovery of the Company’s Debt from 
the Nabob : 1 ftated it fo to the Nabob. 

^ Whether that Belief was founded upon any Converfation with Mr. Haftings, refpedfing the 
Objeeft of the Treaty ? 

A. I have no Doubt but it was ; and even Mr. Haftings’s Inftrudfions, I believe, will lerve to 
confirm that Belief. 

Q. Then when you gave thofe AlTurances to the Nabob, you thought you were giving Aflur» 
ances conformable to Mr. Haftings’s Intention, with refped to the Execution of the Treaty r 

A. I certainly did conceive I was. 

Q. (By the Managers.) When you communicated to Mr. Haftings this Argument, which you 
had ufed with the Nabob to prevail upon him to execute the Treaty, did Mr. Usings in any Man- 
ner difavow it, or in any rcipeft rebuke you, for having lb pledged him to the Nabob r 

A. Mr. Haftings’s Letter, in Anfwer to mine, is upon Record j I hope your Lordlhips will per- 
niit me to refer to the Letter itfclf. 

Q. Did Mr. Haftings, in any other Way than by that Letter, hold that fort of Converfation with 
youT 

A. No } in no other Way than by that Letter, and the other Letters that are upon 
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When the Nabob found that thk Treaty was to be literally and fully carried into Execution 
did lie or did he not remind you of the Converfation he had with you, and your giving him iiope^ 
that that would not happen ? ^ 

A. He did. 

Q. (from a Lord.) Whether the Nabob would have executed that Treaty but under the In- 
ducement of the Promife you made him in that Converfation : Was that his Inducement i 

A. His principal Inducement : With refpedt to the (^eftion now put, I dare fay the Nabob 
would not have executed the Treaty without I'ome fuch Afluranccs as I gave him, without further 
llefercncc to Mr. Haftings. What Afluranccs he might have given him, I cannot fay. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar 
might be Ihewn to the Witnefs. 

The fame was accordingly fhewn to him ; and he was alked. 

Do you remember whether that Article was wholly the Nabob’s own Propolition ? 

A. I underltood the Whole of the Propofitions were entirely the Nabob’s. 

Whether the Nabob’s Complaints were or were not confined to this Article of the Treaty 
refpeding the Refumption of the Jaghires? 

A. They were made upon that Occafion, and I believe were confined, as far as 1 recoiled, to 
the Subjedt of refuming the Jaghires. 

Can you or not recollect, whether Part of that Objection did not exprefsly point to the Rc- 
fumption of his Mother’s Jaghires ? 

A. It is very polFible it might it was the moft cottfiderable, and the firft Jaghire that was 
brought under Difcufllon. 

Then the Second Article (a) of the Treaty of Chunar was read, Is follows : 

“ Art. 2 . That, as great Diftrefs has arifen to the Nabob’s Government from the Military Power 
and Dominion aflumed by the Jaghcerders, he be permitted to refume fuch as he may find necef- 
fary with a Referve, that all fuch for the Amount of whofe Jaghcers the Company are Guaran- 
tees, lhall, in cafe of the Refumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Collec- 
tions, through the Refidcnr, in ready Money.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

(By the Managers), Whether the Ground of the Nabob’s Complaint was nor, that Mr.Haft- 
ings endeavoured to compel him to refume fuch Jaghires as he, Mr. Haftings, and not the Nabob, 
thought proper ? 

A. It was, that Mr. Haftings compelled him to make a general Refumption, inftead of mak- 
ing it particular. 

Tlicn the Managers for the Commons defired a Paflage might be read from Mr. 
Haftings’s Defence at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons. 

Read, the following Extract from the MS. beginning at Page 237 of the fame. 

“ When the Nabob fo earneftly defired my Saniftion foB the Refumption of the Jaghires, he 
certainly had in View only the Begums, and a few others ofMagnitude, which he confidered pro- 
tedlcd either by the Guarantee or favour of the Company : He could not be fuppofed to aik my 
Sanction to the Refumption of Grants in which the Company’s Faith was by no Means con- 
cerned i but being aware that his Excellency intended a partial Refumption, referving the Jag- 
hires for his particular Favourites, who, from their Character and Conduft, ought to be the firlt 
prolcribed, I determined to defeat the Dcfign, by advifing him to make the Refumption general > 
and he engaged to follow my Advice. The Confcquence of this, his Excellency did not, at that 
'rime, advert to but when he difeovered, that by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my deter- 
mined Adherence to it, he was precluded from (hewing any Partiality •, and moreover, that the 
Produce of the Jaglieers, when refumed, inftead of coming immediately into his Poflelfion, was 
to be appropriated to the l,iquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I exprefsly ftip«' 
lated, he became indilicrcnt, and even apparently averfe to the Refumption.” 

(hy the Counfel.) Whether the Point of the Nabob’s Complaint was not to the Refumption 
of the Jaghires of his Orderlies, and not thofe of the Begums ? 

A. Not particularly, I do not recollcft he exprefled any in particular} but it was my Opi* 
nion it related to the Jaghires of thofe Orderlies. 


Q^(h 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 141. 
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t 

Q. tbt Managers.) Whether in that Converfation he did 
Rclumption of his Mother’s Jaghires ? 

A. I believe he objefted to the Meafure altogether. 


or did not exprefsly objcifl to the 


Q. Can you or not recolleft whether Part of that Objedlion did not exprefsly 
funiption of his Mother’s Jaghires ? * ^ 

A. It is very pofliblc it might j that was the mod confiderablc and the Firft 
brought under DilcuHion, 


point to the Re- 
Jaghirethat was 


Did he, or did he not ; or do you recoiled any Thing about it > 

A. I recoiled his Objedion was general i -poflibly the Objedion was made upon the 
to refume the Begum s Jaglurcs. ' 


i’ropofil 


Qi {h a Lord.) Upon Rccolledion, whether it was pointed to the Refumption 
Jaghire ? ^ 

A. I believe I have faid, that it was propofed to refume the Mother’s Jaohire • 
principal one, and upon that it arofe. “ ’ 


of his Mother’s 
that was the 


Q. {by the Managers.) Whether Captain Gordon did not apply for/;. 3000, or fome othe 
Sum of Money, on account of the Lois of his Baggage, by the Means of Shumiheer Khan ? 
A. I recollect: he did make a Claim of that Sort. 


r gi-cac 


Was that Claim allowed ? 
A. It was. 


Q^(hy a Lord,) I think you faid the Nabob was very reludant to fign the TreUy of Clninar • 
how could he be rcludant to fign the Treaty, if every Articfe of it was propofed bv himli It ^ ’ 

A. The Nabob’s Rcludance was to figning his Part •, thole Parts Mr. Haltiivr, lijoed had’ 
been of the Nabob’s own propofing. ^ ^ 

Qi {by the Managers.) Was you prefent at the Time when the Nabob made the Piopofil for 
refuming the Jaghires ? ^ 

A. I was prefent when the Nabob delivered his Rcquifitions to Mr. Hafiings, upon which tlie 
Treaty was formed. ^ 

Was you prefent at the Time when he firft delivered that Treaty, or made .my oricinal 
Propofition upon the Subjed ? 'fa 

A. I was prefent when the firft Propofitions were delivered in Writing to Mr, Haftings. 

Qi Whether you was prefent at the firft Propofition made by the Nabob for the Refumption of 
the Jaghires, whether in Writing or not ? * 

A. I have before informed your Lordlbips, that I was prefent when the firft Propofition was 
made, which was in Writing. 

Q;^ Do you know that that was the firft Propofition made ? 

A. 1 have Reafon to believe it was ; I have no Doubt but it was. 

When you fupplied Inftrudions for making Mr. Haftings’s Defence, had you perufed the 
Affidavits which were taken at Lucknow, and the Allegations of Mr. Haftings upon that Subied 
in his Narrative of this Tranfaftion ? * 

A. I cannot fay I had juft at that Time : I have no Doubt, in aCourfe of Years, I have per- 
ulcd all the Affidavits, as well as the whole Narrative. 

^ Was you prefent on the nth or 12th September, in the firft Conference between Mr. 
Haftings and the Nabob, upon the Nabob’s coming from Lucknow to Chunar ? 

A. I believe I was prefent at the firft Meeting they had. 

Qi Were you prefent at all,? 

A. I don’t believe I was at all. 

Q; When you informed Mr. Haftings of the Nabob’s Objedion to the Refumption of the 
J^gliires, did he, in Anfwer, appeal to your own perfonal Knowledge, of the Propofition bcins oriei- 
nally made by the Nabob ? ^ 

A. I muft beg to refer your Lordfliips to the Letter Mr. Haftings wrote upon that Subjed. 

Qi Befides that Letter, did he ever make fuch Reprefentation ? 

A. No. 


The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


Then the Houfc adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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Die Mortis^ 6 " Maij 1788 . 


T he Lords being in their Places, thcHoufe refumcd, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe they would now proceed to 
lay before them the 6rft Traces they could difcover of the Conlpiracy formed againft the 
Princefles of Oude, and the firft Determination of Mr. Baitings to accufe them, in 
order to polTefs himfelf of their Treafurcs j preparatory to which, they would (hew 
the avowed Motives upon which Mr. Baitings fet out from Calcutta. 

Read, the following Extract of the Benaris Narrative, Calcutta EiUtion, beeinnine 
at Page la of the fame. 

« I will fuppofcfor a Moment that I have erred, that I have aaed with an unwarranted Rigour 
toward* Cheit Sing, and even with Injuttice. Let my Motive be confulted. 1 left Calcutta im- 
prefled with the Belief, that extraordinary Means were neceflary, and-thofe exerted with a ftrong 
Hand, to preferve the Company’s Interefts from linking under the accumulated Weight which 
oppreffed them. I faw a political Ncceffity for curbing the overgrown Power of a great Member 
or their Dominion, and making it contribute to the Relief of their prelllng Exigencies (<*)•’’ 

Read, allb, from the fame Book, P. 7. 

« It wu reported, thM he had inherited a vaft Mafs of Wealth from his Father Bulwant Sing, 
which he had fecured in the Two ftrong Fortrellcs of Bidjeygur and Luttcefpoor, and made 
yearly Additions to it {h)!' 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, P. 45. 

“ R is credibly affirm^, that he inherited from his Father, Bulwant Sing, a complete Crore 
ef Rupees I to which, it is believed, that he made confidcrsble Additions (<•;.” 

Read, from Book 17, already delivered in, Extrafl of a Letter from the Governor 
General to Major Popham, figned Warren Ballings, ^d dated Chunar, i4tli No- 
vember 17S1, beginning at Page 24 of the faid Book. 

“ Th'c Subje^ on which I am now to write'is a very difagreeable and painful One to me, but 
indifpcnfable. I have received Information which, though private, is certainly authentic, that 
you have alrqadydiftributcd One Dividend of the Treafure found in Bidjii Gur, amongft the Of- 
ficers and Troops on the Spot. If this be true, I am very forry for it, as, on many Confidera- 
tions, it appears to me that fuch Difiribution is premature. I apprehend rhat it is a Propofitiort 
not to be<iti^bted, that every Thing acquired by the Arms of a State belongs to the State which 
employed' thro Arms. 'By Charters and A^ls of Parliament, the foie Right to all Conqueftsor 
Captures made by the Company’s Arms were veiled in the Company. It was however my Inten- 
tly tolMve ufed my uimoll; Authority and Infiuence to have obtained for the Troops engaged in 
the Service againll Cheit Sing, the whole Booty which might be found in Bidjygur and other 
Places. 1 fieganded it as the due Reward of their Services, and Recompence of their Sufferings, 
but I never meant that t|ifw Ibould feize it and fcramble for it. Befides, if the aflual Right was 
•n the Army, at a Time Ijlte this, when the Exigencies of the Company arc fo great, furely they 
might have expefled to hm benefited by the immediate Ufe of it as a Loan. 1 had, 1 mull own. 


(a) Vide fupra,* Page 514, Par. 3. (r) Vide fupra, Page lay, Line 23. 

(^) Videfupn, Page 112, Lineao. 
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fuch Confidence in your Difcretion, that f did cxpeft, if theTreaforc found in the Fort 
prove very confiderable, you would noi*have proceeded to any Diftribution of it, until you had 
reported the Amount to the Board, and obtained their Sandion for appropriating it to the Troops, 
or at lead that you would have reprcfented it to me, as I am fo near you. 

[ Signed at the End ] 

“ Warren Haftings («).“ 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired Sir Elijah Impejr might be called m. 
Accordingly Sir ELIJAH IMPEY was again called, and examined as follows; 

What Time did you fee Mr. Haftings after the Troubles of Benares? 

A. I believe it was the latter End of OAober, or the Beginning of November. I am not quite 
fure whether it was not late in November ; the Date I am not certain of. 

Was it after or before the Capture of Bidjeygur ? 

A. Before the Capture of Bidjeygur. 

Where was it you faw Mr. Haftings? 

A. At Benares. 

Did you receive Inftrudlions from Mr. Haftings at that Time, relative to Depoiitions which 
were to be taken by you at Lucknow ? 

A. I do not know I ever received any Inftru(ftions whatever from Mr. Haftings, about taking 
Affidavits. 

Q. Did you receive a Letter at that Time from Mr. Haftings, which you was to deliver to 
Mr/Middleton ? 

A. Not upon my firft going to Benares i I believe a Week at lead had intervened, and I was at 
Chunar when I received a Copy of a Letter, which 1 was to carry to Mr. Middleton, the Governor 
having before fent an original Letter to him. 

Q. I underftand you received this Letter at Chunar, a Week after you had been with Mr. 
Haftings? 

A. i believe thereabouts ; Lcannot be precife as to the Time i it might be more, it might be left 
than a Week i but I had been fome Days with M^ Haftings. . 

Qi And at Chunar ? 

A. At Chunar. 

Qj^ Was it a Duplicate of a Letter ? 

A. It was a Duplicate of a Letter, merely that I might know what Mr. Haftings had written 
to Mr. Middleton. 

Do you recolleift whether this was after the Capture of Bidjeygur? 

A. I believe this was after the Capture of Bidjeygur i I think it was, at well as I can recolkft. 
I was with Mr. Haftings before the Capture of Bidjeygur) but I believe this was rubfequent to 
the Capture of Bidjeygur. I arrived at Lucknow, I think, the a5th of November. I believe I 
was Four Days going, and I received the Letter the Day before I fet out from Chunar) fo that 
if the Dace of the Capture of Bidjeygur can be fixed, that will afeertain whether it was before or 
after the Capture of Bidjeygur. 

Then you received it about the joth of November ? ' 

A. 1 fancy thereabouts ) I kept no Memorandum, and therefore I am not accurate as to the 
Date. 

Was it the Day after the Letter to Major Popham was fent ? 

A. The Letter had been before fent by Mr. Hanings ) I .believe the Date of the Letter to Mr. 
Middleton will not afeertain the Time I received the Copy. 

Did you receive no Notes nor written Inftrudions from Mr. Haftings befides thak Letter ? 

A. I had very (hori Memorandums befides that Letter, but not with refpeft .to the Affidavits. 
They had no Relation whatever to the Affidavits. 

Q. Do you mean to fay you had no Converfacton with Mr. Haftings refpefling thofe Affidavits 
which were to be taken at Lucknow ? 

A. I do not mean to fay I had no Converfation ; I faid I had no Notes of any Thing relative to 
taking the Affidavits ) I had Converfations with Mr. Haftings upon that Subjed. 

Q. Did you fettle the Form of a Caption for thofe Affidavits enclofed ii\ a Letter to Mr. 
Middleton ? 


.QsTltf 


(</) Vide fupra, Page 284) Par. the lafi. 
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A. The Form rf the Caption which I fettled was this : Such a Pcrfon deoofed before Sir Rii 

jah 5 *[;,■* ^ *e Whole of the Caption, or Wdrds to that Effca ; That I luppofe to be 
meant by the Caption of the Affidayits. x nat i luppoie to be 


Was that fent in a Letter to Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I believe it was fent in a Letter to Mr. Middleton, becaufe 
had, acquainted Mr. Middleton it had been fo fent. 


the Copy of the Letter that I 


Q. Had ym not Inftruaions rcfpefting the Manner in which the Affidavits or Depofuions of the 
native Witncllcs were to be taken ? 

A. None that I recolleft i I rather gave Ihftruftions for taking the Affidavits, than received 
them. 


In fettling the Caption of thefe Affidavits, were thefe Words foggefted by you, tliat they 
were taken before Sir Elijah impey Knight, &c. Chief Judice of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Fort William in Bengal ? 

A. I believe they were. If that is the Caption of the Affidavits, I have no Doubt it is the Cap- 
tion that was fettled by me. ^ 

Did you confider your JurifdiAion as extending to the Province of Oude ? 

A. Undoubtedly not. 

Upon what Circumdance did you think it a juftifiable Meafurc for you to proceed to Luck- 
now to take thofe Depofuions ? 

A. I had no Idea it was an unjudifiable Meafurc t when it is pointed out to me how it is unjufti- 
fiable 1 will endeavour to give an Anfwcr to the Queftion. 

What induced you to go to Lucknow upon this Bulinefs ? 

A. Mr. Haftings was about writing a Narrative of the Proceedings at Banares; I did it for the 
Purpofe of authenticating to the Enelilh Nation the Fadts in the Banares Narrative. I thought 
from my Situation, though my Jurifdidlion did not extend to the Provinces, that Affidavits taken 
by me would have a greater Weight than Affidavits taken by any common Pcrfon : I thought it my 
Duty, both to give all the Affiftance I could to the Governor General, the Pcrfon charged with the 
Englilh Affairs, and likewife, as far as I could, to authenticate to the Englifli Nation what the Si- 
tuation of thofe Affairs was i whether that is juftifiable, or unjuftifiable, I mull fubmit to the Deter- 
mination of the Lords. 


Did the Objedk of your Journey to Lucknow relate only to Matters of Juftiiication of paft 
Events, or to lay a Ground for future Proceedings ! 

A. It was to authenticate paft Events, without any View of Juftification j it had nothing in my 
Mind to do with future Meafures. 


What was the Subjedl of thofe Ihort Notes or Memorandums which you fay you received 
from Mr. Haftings i 

A. It regarded Fyzoola Cawn : and a Gentleman of the Name of Bathurft : there was a Memo- 
randum of a Communication that I was to make to Mr. Middleton, of what had paffed in Con- 
verfation between Mr. Haftings and me, relative to the Begums : that is as much as 1 can remem- 
ber of it i but they had nothing to do with the Affidavits. 

Have you thofe Memorandums ? 

A. I have not the Memorandums. 1 had a Summons from the Houfe of Commons, which I 
attended, and was ordered to bring all my Papers relative to the Article of Mr. Haftings concern- 
ing the ^gums, which I then prMuced to the Houfe of Commons : I have no Papers but what 
I there produced 1 produced before the Houfe of Commons two Ihort Memorandums which had 
been delivered to me by Mr. Middleton j thofe I believe were in anfwer to the Ihort Memorandums 
I carried with me to Lucknow. The Houfe of Commons thought they were not material, and de- 
livered them back — I believe I have them now, and am ready to deliver them, if they can give 
any Information. 

Q. You have faid, that one of thofe Notes or Memorandums related to the Begums— what do 
you mean by related to the Begums I 

A. It related to a Converfetion I had with Mr. Haftings, relative to the feizing of the Treafurcs 
of the Begums. 

Qi Was not that a Meafure to be done ? 

A. That was a Meafure upon which I underftood the Nabob Vizier was to be confultcd. 

Qi Did you conflder that as a future Meafure, or as a Matter of Juftification ? 

A. Undoubtedly a future Meafure i and as far as chat goes, thefe Memorandums had a Rela- 
don to future Meafures. 

Qi Then your Journey to Lucknow did relate to future Meafures, and not folcly to the Jufti- 
iication of the Paft ? ^ 

A. When 
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A. When I fpoke of whit related to fohire Meafures, I miaot die AlNavlti) md I belie?e 
the QMdion put to me wasi wlwther the Affidavits related to future Meafores t my Anfwer was 
meant to relate to the Afiidaviu, not to my Journey » my Journey ujidoulnedly bad to 40 with fu. 
ture Meafures i it was the chief Otye& of my Journey to Lucknow. 

Q. As the chief Obied of your Tourney related to the Meafure againft the Beouiiu, whether 
the Affidavits did not alfo relate to the Begums, and whether they were not atfo a Ground of fu. 
ture Proceeding — was your chief ObjeA relative to the Begums ^ 

A. Not the wgutns only, but other Matters relative to the Treaty of Chunlr. The Purport* 
of my Ijptention to take the Affidavits, was Amply to authenticat^the F^s relative»to the Benares 
Kevolutton. What the Affidavits contained 1 did not know i nor do 1 know at preienr, for 1 
have never read them. 

Q. I undcrftood you to have faid, the « chief' Ot^eft of your Journey did /elate to the Meafure 
of feizing the Begums Treafures f 

Here the Evidence was read over by the Clerk, from Page 623, Line aa, fupra. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Was the chief Objcft of your Journey future Meafures ? 

A. If I may be permitted, I will acquaint the Houfc of the Whole of my Objeft, and the 
Caufc of my Journey to Lucknow. 

Q. Have you any Doubt about your having made that Anfwer ? 

A. What Anfwer ? 

Qj^ That the chief Objedt of yout- Journey was future Meafures ? 

A. Of my Journey to Lucknow, undoubtedly it was. 

Proceed with the Explanation of the Offiedt of your Journey to Lucknow. 

A, Mr. Haftings had acquainted jne, that he was at that Time writing a Narrative of the Pro. 
ceedings of the Revolution at Benares 1 he acquainted me with the main Circumftances. I then 
told him, that, as he was a Party fo much engaged in the Event, and the Difpofit'ion of thofc 
in Power at that Time in England, was not favourable to him, I doubted whether his Angle Nar- 
rative would gain compleat Credit to the FaftS which he afferted; I therefore adviWhitn to 
authenticate thofc Fadts as ftrongly as he poffibly could. The only Means of doing it that fug- 
gefted themfelves to me were, the having them verified by Affidavit. He then afleed how it was to 
be done, and demanded of me whether I would take fuen Affidavits ^ to which 1 aflcnted. h wes 
at Aril propofed, that I fhould proceed to lllahabad, as a central Place to whkH the feveral Wit- 
neffes might more eafily come to me, to make their feveral Affidavits » but, in the Courfe of thit 
Converfation, Mr. Haftings having deferibed the Begums as being in adtuai Retellion, I told Mr. 
Haftings that, if that was the Fadk, I thought their Intervention was an Offence to the Goverpment 
of the Nal»b, and that he had a moft undoubted Right of feizing the Trealurc of thofc Perfons, who 
were employing them againft his State. Mr, Haftings had told me, that he thought die Welfare 
of the Country committed to his Qarge, and his own Reputation, depended upon the Treaty of 
Chunar being carried ftriftly into Execution j that he was apprehenAve the MSdnefs of Mr, Mid- 
dleton’s Temper would pievcnt him from urging the Nabob efifis&ually to carry it into Execu- 
tion I he therefore propofed to me, inftead of going to lllahabad, where kwas Art mend^ that I 
Ihould go to Lucknow i and, bcAdes taking the Al^avics, 1 was to aDfinm Mr. Middkton with 
the Converfation that had paflied between Mr. Haftrnigs and me, with regard to die Bew ums, and 
urge him to fee the Treaty of Chunar carried into Ewtciition. That was die Oocafun^ ti^ going 
to Lucknow. To Lucknow I Aiould not have gone merely ior die Pu/pofe of the .Affi- 
davits i for that Porpofe I ffiould have proceeded no Acarther than lllahabad. 

Was the feizing of the Treafores of the Begums any Part of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. 1 believe not. 

What Communication did you make to Mr. Middleton, reffieains the feizinR of the Treafure 
of the Begums? 

A. I related to Mr. Middleton the ConverGdon 1 had with llillr. HaRings, and acquainted him 
that Mr. Halting wm inclined to that Meafure, and 1 believe ddAred he Would confuit the Nabob 
upon it.— My communicating of the Converfation between Mr; Haftings and me was with an 
Intent that Mr. Middleton Aiould confuit the Nabob upon it, . ; 

Qj Did you communicate to Mr. Middleton it waiMr^HiftingPi Pleafure, thai they ffiould 
feize thcTreafuitof thelBtgUim? • . • 

A. By ho Means in fiKh Terms: I did what I had sandehahon to do^ wUoh.wm ea fAm to 
Mr. Middleton what had paAhd between Mr, Haftings and me, for the Purpofe of duiicanfiihiDg the 
Nabob qpon the Sul^ •, but^ave no Dirtftions Mr. HsAings, that it wasffik Will icJffiould 
be To, 

•Q^Wbfther 
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Q. Whether you was not cltamined before a Committee of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. I was. ^ 

(^ Whether you recoiled the Subrtance of your Anfwer to this Qiicttion. In a Letter of tl,<. 
6th of December 1781 from Mr. Middleton to Mr. H.ilt.ngs, th.rcn this .S.-ntence • “Your Plea 
« lure refpca.ng the Leoums I have learnt from bir lil.jah Impey, and the Mealdre heretofmc 
» propofed will loon tallow the Rel^umption of the Jaghircs to whom do ihelc Woids, •« ho e Sore 
.. propofed, refer ?-Do you recoiled the Subibnee of your Anfwer to the I loule of Commons T 
A. 1 really do not. 

’’‘""'■''’g '''•' Letter read. I referred to a Pro- 

pofal by Mr. Haftings through me to Mr. Middleton ^ 

A. I certamly do remember that Aniwer-, but I believe, it the Whole of mv Kvidcnce is t.iken 
together, it will appe.y 1 gave it there the lame as I do now ; that I related to Mr. Middleton what 
had pafled between Mr. H.dfings .md me, and that Mr. Mailings Itenieti to aflbnt to the Prono 
fition, that It was right the Begums Trealure (liould be feized ; but I carried no Diredions from Mr' 
I ladings, that it was his VVilI to have it io done. 


The Counfel rof the Defendant objefted to this Mcxle of Examination. 

•The Managers for the Commons dated, that they had not waived their Right to ex- 
amine the VVitnelles they called to what they had faid in another Place. 

The Witnefs defired the Anfwer miglit (land. 

Q. Did you underhand th.at you conveyed’more than Mr. Hadings’s Conlent to the Nabob’s rc- 
fumin j; of the Jaghiris, n iinely, that you underftood it wa.s the Intention of Mr. H.dlings that Mr. 
Middleton flio'uld rcLOinn:c.:d it to the Nabob as a Me a lure ? 

A. I ftill think that it was Mr. Hallings’s Intention that it lliould be recommended to the N.ibob 
as a Mcafu.e, and that 1 meant by, his eonlulting the Nabob upon the Subject : 1 do not make ulb 
of the fame Words, but to ex.iClly tiv fame Purpofe ; I (liould have confidered the mere conlult- 
ing the Nabob upon the Subject, if it was not the Intention of Mr. Haltings to recommend it, as 
merely nugatory. 

Arc we to underftand that you communicated to Mr. Middleton, in the .Shape of a Converfa- 
tion, or otherwife, that it was the Pleafure of Mr. Maftings, that lie, Mr. Middleton, fhould re- 
commend this Anfwer to the Nabob ? 

A. I certainly meant to convey that Idea. 

Q. Do you, or do you not, remember the Words that were uf d; whether the Words were, 
to confult the Nabob upon the Subjed, or to recommend to the Nabob the Meaiure ? 

A. 1 really do not; I underftood it to be a Propolal, arid a Recommendation to the Nabob, 
undoubtedly. 

The laft Qiieftion and Anfwer were read over by the Cleik. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Was it a Part of the Communication, that the Meafurc of feizing the Begum’s Treafure 
fliould afterwards come in the Shape of an original Propofal from the Nabob ? 

A. Certainly not •, I would not have undertaken fuch a Commiftion. 

Q. When did you hold that Converfation witli Mr. Middleton, in Gonfequence of this Diicdion 
from Mr. IPaftings ? 

A. I was met by a very large Party, that encamped about I'wenty Miles on this Side of 
Lucknow, between Illahabad and Lucknow ; and I proceeded in Mr. Middleton’s Chariot to l.uck- 
n(iw : The next Morning, in that Chariot, in my Way to Lucknow, 1 made this Conimunica- 
tion. 

Q. How foOn after this Communication of Mr. Haftings’s Pleaftire, that the Begum’s Tiea 
fcre fliould be feized, did you begin to take Affidavits and Depofitions ? 

A. I went to Lucknow for the Purpofe of taking the Affidavits, and as foon as any Body came to 
niakc an Affidavit, I took it immediately : I believe i difpatclicd the Bufinels as fait as 1 could, to 
get away from it. 

Did not you underftand what the Subjeft was, which thofe People were depofing to ? 

A. Some of them I did: By Convcriation with Englifli Gentlemen, 1 knew what they depofed j 
^^hat the Natives depofed, I did not know. 

Who was it that told the Perfons who were making the Depofitions, what it was they were 
to depofe to, or about ? 

A. Nothing was told in my Prefence. I believe every Affidavit 1 took was drawn before f faw 
I believe Mr. Middleton, in confcquencc of a Letter Mr. Haftings wrote to him, had com- 

7 U municatcd 
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municated the Subje<n: Matter of what they were to depofc to : I obfcrved by that Letter it wa 
either to refute or afeertain the Fafts relaiivc to the Benares Bufinefs. ^ 

You fay, you believe Mr. Middleton did that? 

A. I believe he did; I apprehend Mr. Middleton did, becaufe the Governor General had fent 
a Letter to Mr. Middleton on the Subjeft before ; and I do not know he wrote to any Body elfe 
If that Letter was read, it would afeertain very clearly what was Mr. Ha(lings*s Intention with 
regard to taking the Affidavits. 

In what Manner were the Deponents brought before you ? 

A. I do not know they were brought at all; they appeared to infe to coitk^ voluntarily: I 
not know there was any Body who depofed that could properly be faid to be brought, if, by the 
Word “ brought,” is meant CompuHion. 

The Qiieltion is only in what Manner they came ; you was in the Room ? 

A. Part of the Affidavits taken at Lucknow, I believe, were taken in the Iloufc in which I 
lodged ; ill the Houle of a Colonel Martin : Other Parts were taken in the d ent of Colonel Han- 
nay, with wfiom I had dined; after Dinner I took the Affidavits of Colonel Hannay and fonic 
other Lngliffi (jcntlemen that were there. 

Q. Were the Affidavits read to you, or by you, before tliey were fworn to ? 

A. 'I'hey were neither read to me, or by me, when they were fworn to, or fince. 

Q. Were they read to the Deponents that were fworn ? 

A. They were all brought by the People thcmfclves who fworc them. 

And not read in your Prefence ? 

A. Not read in my Prefence. 

What Reafon have you to know thofe Affidavits were ever read by, or to, the Perfons who 
fworc them ? 

A. Several of the Perfons, I am furc, brought the Papers themfclvcs ; I could not appre- 
hend that the People who brought them had not read them, 

CK But you do not know they were read ? 

A. When I fay I don’t know they were read, — a great Multitude of Affidavits were taken. I 
remember one that was taken in French. I remember that being read, by the Circumftance ot its 
being a French Affidavit ; Ibmc of them might be read, but I don’t recollcbi: particularly that any 
were; I took them in the ordinary Courfe in which I have ever taken Affidavits. 

Q* You fay a great Multitude of Affidavits were taken ; what Number did you take at Luck- 
now r 

A. I cannot form the mod diflant Guefs. When I fpeak of Affidavits taken at Lucknow, I 
mean all the Affidavits which I took relative to this Subjeft ; I do not believe there were a great 
Number taken at Lucknow, as well as I can rccolleit ; but they aic in the Appendix, I undeiftand, 
to Mr. llalbngs’s Narrative, and by that it will appear what were taken at Lucknow, and what 
were taken at other Places. I cannot pretend to charge my Memory with it : If the Gentlemen will 
let me have the Book before me from which they examine, I then ffiall, from that, guefs tolerably 
well what the Number was; but in a Tranladion fo many Years ago, if the Gentlemen Managed 
examine me from a Book, and expeft my Memory to tally with that Book, they have a better 
Opinion of my Memory than I have of it myfclf ; and indeed 1 am more Cautious in my anlwcring 
in that Manner to the Book, becaufe in my Examination before the Commons, I was led to aniwer 
the Gentlemen that examined, they putting the Qiieflions to me that made me think the Fads weie 
as they ouglit to have been, from the Queftions put to me : 1 ellimated in that Manner ; tor In- 
ftance, I was examined in the Houfe ot Commons whether there was any Interpreter iworn at the 
Time of taking the Affidavits at Lucknow; my Anfwer was, that 1 did not abfolutely icmembcr 
an Interpreter being fworn, but that I had no Doubt an Interpreter was fworn, becaufe I waTure 
1 (hould not have taken the Affidavits except he had been fworn : The Gentleman who had the Book 
in his Hand knew very well that no Interpreter was fworn, becaufe the Affidavits in fad vere not 
interpreted : 1 was miQed by the Form of the Qucllion to make an Anfwer in that Manner; and io 
I may again. 

Do you recoiled in whofe Houfe the French Affidavit was taken ? 

A. As to the Affidavit, whether it was taken in French, or was tranflated into Englifh, I 
not tell; but a Frenchman made the Depofitioii at Chunar; polfibly the Affidavit is not m 
French : if 1 had the Book before me, I could certainly tell whether it was or was not. 

Q. Whether fomc of the Perfons who depofed before you, did not fee their Mark, inftcad ot 
any Signature, to their Depofitions ? 

A. 1 have no Recolleftion of it, but it very probably was fo; very few of the Natives, of the 
common People, do write. 

Q. 
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Q. Had you any Reafon to know that thofc Pcribns who could not write could read ? 
a 7 I do not know. 

Had you any Reafon to fuppofe it ? 

A. I had no Reafon to fuppofe that they could or that they could not. 

When you found tht'y could not write, why did you not call tor their Depofitions to be read 
and explained to them in your Prefence, befoie you fuffered them to fvvear P 

A. I took them as I lliouKi any Affidavits in my judici il Capacity •, if brought to me by my 
Clcik or thole in whom I had Confidence, I ihould certainly cake the Affidavit without clomp it. 

Whether you mean to afiert that you have no Knowledge whatever of the Matter, and 
the Purport of thele Affidavits, whether in h.nglilh or in the native Laniujage ? 

A. I mean to be unclerltood, that I uivieiltood ihe Affidavits whiefi were taken at Lucknow 
were upon the Subjed-mattcr on which Mr. i ladings had written to Mr. Middleton ; hut I mean 
likewife to be underftood, that I did not know, nor do 1 now know, what any particular Affida- 
vit contained. 

Had you any Converfation with Mr. Middleton reljK'fting thefe Aflidavits at the Time? 

A. I very j)rubably had i it is natural I ffiould ; but 1 have not the lead Keculledion whether 
I had or not. 

Had you not a Copy of Mr. Haftings’s Letter to Mr. Middleton at that Time ? 

A. I have faid that I had. 


Did you read that Letter ? 

A. I have read that Le'tter. 

Did you obferve in it, that as to certain Perfons who were to depofe upon Oatli before you, 
Mr. Middleton is diredkd to obtain inch Lvidence as can be rec]Ui:cd relative to thofc Points, 

whether fuch Iwidence (liall akcitam, oi ntuie, or quality their Reality {U)'' 

A. I believe there was luch a Pallage in the Letter. 

Q. Do you remember that Paflage ? 

A. Yes, I do icmember it. 

By what Means was you to know whether thefe Affidavits tended to afeertain, refute, or 
qualify the Reality of thofc Points if you was totally igfv.raiu of the Contents ol the Affulavits ? 
A. I do not know they were Indiudions to Mr. Middleton ^ they weic no Indruciions to me. 

For what Purpofc was the Copy of that Letter put into your I lands ? 

A. That I might know what Indiudions Mr. 1 ladings had given to Mr. Middleton, from 
whence I was to exped, that no Affidavits, no Dcpofiiions, would be offered to me, but wliac 
related to thofc Matters. 


Q. What do you mean by thole Matters ? 

A. The Matters contained in the Letter written to Mr. Middleton •, I was by that Means to 
know what was the Nature of the Affidavits that were to be taken befoic me. 


Did you not confider the Letter as a Guide, and Inllrudion for your Condud ? 

A. By no Means, I never had the lead Idea of it. 

Did you not confider the Letter as informing Mr. Middleton of the Objed of your Miffiori 
to Lucknow ? 

A. I certainly did *, I have faid fo. 

Does the Letter date any other Objed befides the taking of the Dcpofiiions refpeding the 

fufpeded Condud of the Begums ? , r t * i 

A. I really cannot tell j bn* that Purpofe I mud beg Leave to refer to the Letter*, I rather 

believe it does, but 1 cannot lay I recoiled. 


Q. Did you make any Inquiry or any Examination of any Sort refpefting the Conduft of the 

Begums, further ihan receiving thofe Affidavits ? , ,, , . n, . . 

A. I ma<:e mylclf no Party to the Bufinefs; I underftood myfelf to be a mere inftrument to 

verify Pafts ; I made no Examination whatever. 

Q. While you was at Lucknow did you make any Examination or Inquiry, to fatisfy your own 

Mind, with refpeft to the Innocence or (luilt of the Begums • r . i 

A. I remember One Circumftance, if it may be calletl an Examination, that having profecuted 
my Journey through lllahabad, I had a Dcfire, for the Purpolc oHeeing the Country, to mturn to 
Chunar through Fyzabad : 1 was told by every Body there I could not take tliat Routt, btcaule the 
Country was nu quieted from the Kcbellioti of the Begums : I do not kiww that I made any par- 
ticular Examination •, when I was at Chunar I underftood it to be a haft as clearly afcerta.ned as 
I believe it was in London, in the Year 1745, that there was a Rebellion in t e ort . 


(a) Vide infra, Page 630. 
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Q. Did Fyzabad lie in your Road from Lucknow to Benares ? 

A. in returned by Illahabad it did not; but that Part of the Country which I went through is I 

believe the mofl difagrceablc Traft in the whole Country of Oudc; I had a Defirc, being in thofc 
Parts, to fee more of the Country ; it certainly would have been a larger Circuit to have returned by 
the Way of Fyzabad, but I believe it is by no Means an uncommon Route. 

Did you fee the Nabob while you was at Lucknow ? 

A. I did. 

Had you any Converfation with the Nabob, or his Minifters, refpefting this Rebellion of the 
Begums ? 

A. Not a Word. 

Did you abdain JVom ever mentioning that Circumftance to either of them, from any Mo- 
tive of Delicacy, or from what Motive? 

A. I do not know that I did ahrtain from it from any Motive of Delicacy ; but I at prefent 
tliink I IhouJd do it, if I were now in that Country, under the lame Circiimftances. 

Were not thofc Per Tons who were brought to depofc before you, brought as Perfons who 
were to confirm the Accufations againfl: the Begums ? 

A. 'I'liey were not fo introduced to me ; whether it related particularly to the Begums or to the 
l>an fad ions at Benares, I did not know. 

Was not the ObjeA fir which you was fent to Lucknow, to obtain Evidence, either to con- 
iirm or to refute the Cliarge againfl the Begums ? 

A. I underllood the Objedt of rny going to Lucknow, fo far as it related to the Affidavits, 
to be merely for the Purpole of verifying the Fafts which were ftated, or were to be ftated, as 
Mr. I ladings was then writing his Benares Narrative; not particularly for the Purpofe of vindi- 
cating or impeaching the Begums. 

Have you not acknowledged to have read Mr. Hallings’s Inflruftions, in which it was ex- 
prel-sly Hated, the Objedt of your Journey was to obtain Evidence, whether it was intended to rc* 
iute or conBrm the Charges againfl the Begums ? 

A. I fliould be extreniely glad if the Letter itfelf was read ; for I am now examined in the 
Dark. I Hill believe, vvhen the Letter is read, it will not be found to relate to the Begums 
only. 

The QtieHion is not, whether it was confined to the Begums only ; but whether it was to 
colled fuch Evidence as Hiould afeertain or refute, or qualify, the Reality.^ You have now re- 
peated, that you confidcred the Objed of your Journey was the Aflidavits to be taken, as a Means 
of JuHification of what was to be written in Mr. HaHings^s Narrative, or what you call Fadls 
to be eHablilhcd ; and then you Hate, that the Ground of leizing the Treafures was not the only 
Objed: Now Mr. HaHings had not, in November, given an Account of the Tranfadions ; for, 
till the January following, he had not written that Account; therefore, at that Time at leaft, it 
was not meant to be fo Hated ? 

A. I now underHand the Tendency of the QueHion, and am able to give a dired Anfwer; 
and that is, that the Affidavits were not taken by me with any View whatever to juHify the 
Mealurc of leizing the Treafures of the Begums; they were not taken with the IcaH View to- 
wards jufiifying the leizing of the Prealures of the Begums. 

How do you know with what View they were taken, when you never told the Deponents 
what they were to depofe to, nor ever read to them the Affidavits ? 

A. 1 do nor I peak to the View with which the Witnefles depofed, but to th" View with which 
I took the Affidavits; and, if it is as I take it, to the View which I underllood Mr. llalbn;j> 
had fn having them taken; that View now, upon my Oath, I pofitivcly deny. 

Then do you remember this Paflfage in the Copy of the Letter, which contained the Infltuc- 
tions you received : “ Thelc arc Fads of iuch Moment to the Publick Service, and fo necellary 
“ both to the Means which may be required for our future Prclcrvation, and to tiic Jullihcanon 
“ of what has palled, and to what may be done to the fame End, that I think it proper they 
fliould be verified in tlie moH authentic and facred Manner Is not that Paflagc in the Letter:' 

A. I take it for granted it is in the Letter, as the Honourable Manager reads it from the Let- 
ter; and fomething to that Purpofe I recoiled. 

Ck Then were not thole Affidavits to be the Ground of what was to be done to the fan^ End 5 
what did you underHand from that PalTage ? 

A, I did not underHand that Palfagc to be pointed, that they were meant as a JuHification of the 
Iti/ing of thic Ijcgums Treafures ; I did not then underHand it, nor do I now underHand it 1^* 

I he l.etic: will be before your Lordlhips. ' 


q. Did 


(n) Vide the Letter infra, Page 630. 
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Did you ever communicate to the Begums, or any Perfons upon their Parts, the Purpofc 
and Objeft of your Journey to Lucknow ? • 

A. I never did, nor did it ever enter into my Mind to do lb. 

Then by what Means were they to have an Opportunity of refuting the Charges againft- 

them ? 

A. I did not underftand thefe to be Charges made againft them, which they would have been, if 
they had been fora Jultification of ftizing their Trealures. I underllood it merely to be, as I 
have laid before, to authenticate the Fails in Mr. Hallings’s Narrative, and I had no Idea theic 
was any Occafion for them to have an Opportunity of refuting them : 1 was not trying a (Lucllion 
upon Affidavits, I had no Authority to do it, nor (hould I ever have undertaken lo to dcT"; ilufe 
were Affidavits meant to be lent to England, and to be tiled only in England, and therefore could 
have nothing to do with the Juftification of feizing the Treafures of the Begums upon the Spot, 
in any judicial Proceeding there, or as Information to the Nabob. 

0^ Then am 1 now to underftand, that the Obje£l of your Journey was merely to gather Matter 
of Accufation in Defence of Mr. Haftings, and not any Matter ot Exculpation of the Begums ? 

A. I dcfire to be tinderftood as going to afeertain the Fails in Mr. Ha(lings*s Narrative, not for 
the Purpofe of any Defence of him, and certainly with no Intention to collcil Matier ot Excul- 
pation refpefling the Begums, whom I did not underftand I went to charge. 

You have ftated, that you advifed Mr. Haftings, and thought it material, th.it he fhould h.ive 
Affidavits to afceitain the Fails relative to the Benares I nl'urreCtion ; why did not you tiank ic 
equally material he (hould have the fame Sort of Teftimony, to alcertain the Fails relative to the 
luppolcd Rebellion of the Begums ? 

A. I underllood from Mr. Haftings, that the Account of the Rebellion of the Begums was to 
form a Part of his Narrative •, I therefore did think it was nereflary Mr. I ladings fhould aiiilu nneate 
that Rebellion as well as any other Fail. I hope I have not faul, that 1 did not think ii was necefiliry 
for Mr. Haftings, if he had aflerted ic as a Fail, in the Benares Narrative, that tlic Begums were iri 
Rebellion, that he Ihould not get the Fadts verified as to that Point. 

Then you was aware of the Objeil of the Affidavits ? 

A. I was aware of the general Tendency, and of that Fad amongft the reft. 

Q. I underftand you then to fay, you was aware that the general Tendency of the Affidavit was, 
to confirm the Sufpicions or Accufations againft the Begums ? 

A. I did not mean that ; nor did f fay that the general Tendency was to authenticate the bads 
in Mr. Haftings’s Narrative, and this Fad amongft the rcllj that it was not the only or the principal 
Fad, but was one Fad amongft many. 

Have you read the Narrative ? 

A. I have not. 


Then how do you know what is contained in the Narrative ? 

A. Becaule Mr. Mailings had given me an Account of what pafteJ at Benares, and I believed 
that his Narrative would compriic what he had told me in Converfation. Mr. llaftings, after he 
had written his Narrative, gave me a Copy of it ; a Gentleman of the Name of Charters, borrowed 
ic of me the next Day, and I never law it afterwards. 


Was not the Narrative publifhed at Calcutta ? • , - 

A. I believe it was not pubhlhed ; it was printed at Calcutta, I believe for Mr. Haftings s Ufc ^ 
I do not believe they were put to Sale; they might have been, but I do not know. 

Q. Whether Mr. Haftings (hewed you any Part of the Papers which he was writing, afterwards 
called his Narrative, when you faw liim at Chunar ? n. i 

A. I think I recoiled Mr. Haftings having the Papers before him, but I do not recoiled his 

having read any to me, or put the Papers into my Hands. 

0^ Did you underftand from Mr. Haftings, that the Accufation againft the Begums of Rebellion, 

was a Part of that Narrative f ^ • i • i 

A. At the Time he was talking of writing his Narrative, in the fame Converlation he mentioneel 
to me the Begums being in Rebellion ; I do not rccolleft his Ipecirically laying that was 1 art of liis 
Narrative, but I expeded it to be Part of it, as it was conlequential of the Benares Inliir- 
rediou. 


a I afk as to the Fad, How did Mr. Haftings ftatc it to you ? you fay you underllood ihofe 
A^avits to be taken to juftify the Matters contained in the N.irrative, did you underftand th 
Narrative contained an Account of the Rebellion of the Begums, as well as an j ccount o 

"T. xtu Nlrr";ive was not then completed i I did un.ierftand it vould be included in the Nar- 

raiivej and I now do not know wheth r it is or is not ? 

V Whether 
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Qj^ Whether this Acctifation, which you conceived was to be a Part of the Narrative, was fo to 
(land in the Narrative, be the Event what it would, of your Journey to Lucknow? 

A. Noi I expedcd it would be in the Narrative, and till 1 was now informed, it was not, I 

thought, it had been there. 

If it was not to depend upon the Information that you was to receive at Lucknow, what did 
you comprehend or underftand by that Part of Mr. Haftings’s Inftrudions to Mr. Middleton 
that you was to take the Evidence, whether it tended to refute or eftablilh the Charges againft 
them ? 

A. If I had the Letter put into my Hand, and was fuRered to read the Whole of the Letter, I 
would put luch a Conlf ruction upon it as ftrikes me at prefent ; but I really do not know what Con- 
ftrudion to put upon a Part of the Letter, without knowing the Whole, without feeing the Con- 
text. I believe it is neceflary for me to read the Letter to your Lordlhips, and then I believe your 

Lordihips will be able to put as good a Conftruftion upon it as I can. 

The Letter was flicwn to the Witnefs, after which he proceeded as follows ; 

A. I find tire Letter turns out to be as I fufpefted it was it is not confined to the Affairs 
of the Begums only. 

Then the Letter was delivered in, and read by the Clerk as follows : 

“ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Lucknow. 

“ Sir, “ Chunar, 15th Nov. 1781. 

“ In your Letter, dated the lyih Oft. I find it generally aflerted, by Lieutenant Colonel ilan- 
nay, in the Extrafts quoted from his Letters, and confirmed by yourfelf, that, during the late Revolt 
of this I'rovincc, Levies, both of Horfe and Foot, were openly made at Fyzabad, both by the 
Begums and by Cheyt Sing’s Agents, in his Name and for hs Ufe j that thefe Levies were dif- 
patched to Benaris publickly as his. One Party of looo Horfe and Foot, under the Command 
of Shake Cawn : That Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, alked every Man who bore 
the Appearance of a Soldier, Why 'he went not to Cheyt Sing for Service : That Futteh Sah, 
Ghunooroy, and Ajeet Mul, had eroded to Majowley, urged to that Step by Cheyt Sing, who 
had fupplied them with Money, and promifed them great Sums, if they would but put the whole 
Country into Confufion : That the principal Zcnnndars had all Certificates under the Seal of 
Chryt Sing, that he would fupply them with whatever Money they might require for fubfilUng 
all the Er ops they could raife j that it was the general Belief of every Man in that Part of the 
Country, that it was a concerted Plan for the Extirpation of the Englilh ; that the whole Coun- 
try, from Goonda to Maujec, and from Fyzabad to the Benaris Dillrift, and acrofs from the 
Go!;ra to the Ganges, was in the utmoft Ferment ; that if wc met with a Check at Benaris, every 
Man in the Country was ready to fall on our fcatteral Parties : That the Infurreftion was not 
partial, but generally fpread throughout the Whole; and if he (Colonel H.) might truft to his 
Information, it was already begun, and would loon rage as violently in Shahjehanpoor Rohil- 
cund, Cora, and the Doaub. 

“ Thefe arc Fafts of fuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceflary both to the Means 
which may be required for our future Prefervation, and to the Jullification of what has pafled, and 
to what may be done to the fame End, that I think it proper that they fhould be verified in the 
molt authentick and facred Manner-, I mud therefore requeft and require of you, in my Name, to 
call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant 
Gordon, and every other Perfon who may have a peribnal Knowledge or Underflanding of thefe 
Fafts, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Conneftions in the Do- 
minions of the Nabob Vizier, fcverally to depofe all that they know and believe concerning the 
fame, either on 0.ith before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inftantly vifit Lucknow chiefly with this 
intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the fame Purpofe. 

“ Kdpeftikg the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn, with a Force declared 
for tlic Service of Cheyt Sing, the publick Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under 
the Sea! of Cheyt Sing in the Polfeflion of the Zemindars of Gorooepoor and Barraich-, his Let- 
ters to ilie Begums or their Minilters ; the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Englilh, I 
‘ Sit ill Grig, mull carnellly recommcml it to you to obtain fuch Evidence as can be * required refpefting each 
of tilde Poinis, whether fuch Evidence (hall afeertain or refute, or qualify their Reality ; and, if it 
he pollible, to gain Pofl'dlion of the original Letters and Certificates, faid to have been written by 
Cheyt Sing as abovdaid. 

“ You will be careful to afeertain the Dates and Places of Fafts, and the Names and Places 
and Perlons in the Depofitions taken, that their Evidcnec may not be defeftive or ambiguous from 
the Want ef Pieeilion. 

i S ciiiOiig. “ Kefpeding the Murders faid faid ■\ to have been committed at Goopeegunge, I have already 
written to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subjeft. 

“ I alio fend yoti the f orm of a Caption or Introduftion to each Depofition, of which you will 
be plealed to furnilh Copies to each of the Englilh Gentlemen, who (hall have Occafion for the 
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Ufe of them. The Depofitions of the native Witneflct muft be written in the Lan^iiac^e which 
they underftood, and mud be verified on Oath, and figned ; or if they ihall obJeA to the Oath as 
contrary to their religious 1 enets, thc 7 mull be required to fublciihe Inch a lolenin AttJlation as 
flialJ be equivalent to the Sandlion of an Oath, and add your Signatuics to it. 

“ I am. Sir, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

\Naricn llallings.’* 

Then the Witnefs proceeded as follows : 

A. I am defired to give my Conflru(dion of this PaHage, “ Whether fuch Kvldcnce ilidl alcer- 
tain, or refute, or qualify their Reality I underdand by that, the Reality of' all i!ie l-ads con- 
tained in the fird Paragraph of the Letter, and it is not entirely confined to tlie Ke.ility el die 
Rebellion of the Begums. I was afkcd anotiier C^cllion as to thefe Woids, tliefe .tie I‘ac\s 
of fuch Moment to tlie publick Service, and lo neccilary bot!i to the Means which may be 
required for our future Prelervation, and to the Judilic.ition ol wliat has pufied, and to wha: 
may be done to the fame Knd, that 1 think it proper that they Ihuukl be verified in tlu* moll 
authentick and L.cred Manner.** I do not underdand that Palfiigc to relate nieiely t'> die Sen. me 
of the Treafures of the Begums, but to fuch Precautions as Ihould be taken againil Dangei A iliat 
might arife from the Faifts related in the preceding Paragraph, of which that t\id relating to the 
Begums is only one. 

The Quedion is not, whether it related to all the Fa(^ls — but how yf)Li was to afeertain or 
refute thofc Charges, unlcls by Inquiry, or knowing the Objccls to which the Peojilc were to 
depofe ? 

A. I did not underdand it to be my Bufincfs to refute or afeertain. — fhe Honourable M i- 
nager refers to the Letter of Indrudions to Mr. Middleton, who was to produce the Atlidavits to 
refute or afeertain : My Purpofc was only to give a Sandion to thofe Allidaviis, let them coru.im 
what they would. 

You fay, you do not know who drew any of thofe Affidavits? 

A. I certainly do not at prefent. It is not impoffiblc 1 miglit at that I'ime have known i but 
I have not at prefent the lead Recolledion that I then did. 1 have nothing to trace in my Me- 
mory from which I (hould know who drew the Affidavits. 

Q. Who introduced to you the Witneffes that were to depofe ? 

A. I believe that mod of the Witnelles were introduced by Mr. Middleton or Mr. Johnfon ; as 
well as I can recoiled, I had with me no Moonfhy, that is, an Interpreter, nor any Servant who could 
ad in that Capacity. 

Then, when any Witnefs was brought to you, without further (^ledions you received the Pa- 
per from him, to the Truth of which that Witnefs fwore ^ 

A. That was, I believe, in general the which the Affidavits were taken, that Mr. Mid- 

dleton, or fome Gentleman on whom I could rely, brought the Perlon who wanted to make that Affi- 
davit before me, and the Paper, and I took the Affidavit. 

What did you do with the Affidavits after you had got them all ? 

A. 1 believe I delivered tlicm to Mr. Haftings. 

Where did you deliver them to him ; was it at Lucknow ? 

A. As well as I recollect, I took the Affidavits into my Cuflody, and delivered them nfterw.irds to 
Mr. Haftings. When the Affidavits were made, I believe I buiuilcd them up and laid them by, and 
when I went to Chunarl delivered them to Mr. Haftings. 

Did you leave any Copies of them at Lucknow with Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I certainly left no Copies behind of the Affidavits*, whether Mr, Middleton had taken Copies 
before or after, I do not know. I did no Aft of leaving Copies behind *, if Copies were left, I d ) 
not at prefent rccolleftthe Circumflance ^ 1 am pretty lure 1 was not applied to for any Copy. 1 
believe, according to theCourfe of the Country, according to their Manner, there never is an orij;i- 
nal Paper without a Copy. I believe they always make firll: a fair Draft, from whence they make the 
Original *, but there are Cjentlcmcn that have been in that Country, who know it better, but I 
believe that is the conftanc Manner of the Natives; fo that there moft probably were Copies left 
behind. 

Q;. Did Mr. Middleton ever exprefs himfelf to you as having ever made any material Difeovery 
by ihcfc Affidavits ? 

A. I do not recollect fuch a Circumftance. 

Q. Did cither Colonel Hannay, or Captain Gordon, exprefs thcmfelvcs to that Piirpof ? 

A. I believe not : In point of Faft, I believe all the Fafts, or moft of them, were known be- 
fore, and that thefe Fafts already known were authenticated by Affidavit. Hut I believe to l.c 
foe Faft. 


(), Did 
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Did Hyder Beg the Nabob’s Miniftq make any Dcpofition before you ? 

A. I believe he did ; but I cannot now fpeak pofitivcly,' whether he did or not. I think he did, 
and I think he did not fwear it v as far as 1 can recollect he did not fwear it; The Muflclmen of a 
certain Rank do not chulc to Iwear. 

Q. Had you any Converfation with the Nabob’s Miniftcr Hyder Beg> refpeding this Rebellion 
of the Be;jums ? 

A. I do not recoiled I had ; I rather think I had not j and I believe I have before faid fo. 

How came you, when you had been taking the Depofitions, the main Objvd of which re- 
latcd to the never to mention the Subjed to the Nabob, or to his Minillcrs ? 

A. I had no Doubt that both the Nabob and his Mmifters knew the Fad ot my taking AlTi. 
davits: With iclped to the Nabob, I fhoulcl have thought it indecent to have moved a Conver- 
fation upon thai' Subjed, unlcls he had himfclf firfl: began it; with relped to the Min.fter, I 
thought ir he h..d chofen toconveile with me upon the Subjed, he would have done it: It was no 
Farr <4 my Bulincfs to examine at all into the Subjed: ; the main Furpoll* was, as I have laid over 
and over again, to authenticate fuch Fads as the feveral I'arties cholc to depol'c before me, I 
certainly nude no Inquiry, I made myidf no Party to the Bufmels. 

Q. Did the Nabob, or any of his Minilters, never exprefs any Defire to know theObjed of your 
Journey to Lucknow ? 

A. No; and according to the Etiquette of the Manners of thofc People, they certainly never 
would have made any luch Inquiry; they would have thought it indecent to have alked me any 
fuch Quell ion. 

I low c.ime you to think it not to be material, to inform them the Objed of your Journey re- 
lated to to fciioiis a Kebellion as you relate to have exillcd ? 

A. 'Fhe Objed of my Journey was not fimply that; the Objed of my Journey, as I before f.iid, 
was to urge Mr. Middleton to the Execution ot the 1‘reaty of Chunar ; through Mr. MidJitton, 
that was communicated to the Nabob and his Minifters ; they did not converle with me upon the 
Subjed, and 1 did not think it fit to converle with them, nor had I any Milfion to the N.^bob or 
his Minillers; and the Vifits paid by me to the Nabob and his Minillcrs, and by the Nabob and 
his Minillcrs to me, were Vifits only of Ceremony, not of Bufinefs. 

Q. Had you, upon your Return to Benares, any, and what, Converfation with Mr, Haflings, 
refpeding the Contents of his Affidavits ? 

A. I do not know that I had any Converfation with Mr. Haflings upon the Subjed. I deli- 
vered to him the Affidavits, and told him, I had taken them as he defired, or fomething to that 
Purpofe : Upon the Subjed Matter of the Affidavits, 1 am pretty confident I had no Converfation 
with him. 


Whether you did not think it extraordinary, Mr. Haflings, who fent you to colled Evi- 
dence to refute or afeertain thefe Charges, Ihould never have fpoken to you upon the Accomplilh- 
ment of your Objed ? 

A. 1 do not think it at all extraordinary ; becaufe if Mr. Haflings had converfed with me 
upon the Subjed, all I could have told him would have been, that there were the Affidavits, and 
what they contained I could not tell ; poffibly fuch a Converfation might have pafled ; but I cer- 
tainly could not give Mr, Haflings, at that Time, or at this Time, any Information what thole 
Affidavits contained, whether they did or did not anfwer his Purpofe, and I for that Rcalon di i not 
think it extraordinary : If I had been to colled the Matter, and to fegiegate it for the Puipofc ot 
Mr. Haltings’s Juflification, I fliould have thought it extraordinary, if Mr. Haflings had not 
inquired how I had done it; but as I went fimply to give a Sandion to the Affidavits, and as the 
Affidavits had that Sandion, I did not think it at all extraordinary, that Mr. Haflings (hould make 
no Inquiry about them. 


Did you hear, when you came back, that the Rebellion at Fyzabad was over, or fliH 
cxiiled ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory, whether I had any Converfation upon the Subjed or not: 
I believe the Rebellion was over ; but the Country was not at that Time quiet ; bccaufe, when 1 
was at Lucknow, I was informed it was not. After I came down to Chunar with the Affidavits, 
I left Mr. Haflings within a Day or Two, if not the next Day ; very foon after I came down to 
Chunar; I do not recoiled having any Converfation upon the Matter with Mr. Haflings. 


You had no Converfation upon the other Rebellion? 
A. 1 do not recoiled that I had. 


How did you go attended to Lucknow ? 

A. Is the Queftion meant to relate to my own Servants, or to the Attendants that met me u^ on 
the Road. 

Q. Not to thofc that met you — how did you go from Chunar ? 
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A. I went attended by a Surgeon, a Mr. Murchifon, and I had one principal Servant with me * 
and I do not know whether I had above Two or Three others, who are called Hircarrahs j I ani 
not quite fure whether I had them or not. I went with a very tew People indeed. I went with 
great Expedition, travelling Night and Day. 

How came you to pals through a Country that was in a State of Rebellion, with luch few 
Attendants ? 

A. I did not go through a Country that was in a State of Rebellion v I went through a Coun- 
try as ibW as from here to Brentford, perfcdly quiet. ^ 

O How near to I'yzabad did you pals ? 

U will appear upon the Map, I believe, a vciy confiderable DKlance indeed, as I appre- 
hend I do not believe I was ever withm Kilty Miles of Fyzabad, or a great Deal moiCi 1 be- 
hevx the pitlancc to be a great Deal more. 

Then what did you mean by faying Fyzabad was nOc much out of the Way ? 

A. What I meant to fay was this -, I was t > proceed from lllahabad to I .ueknow it undoubt- 
edlv was very much out of my Way ; but there is another Road, which is not uncommon, though 
much about, fiom Lucknow to Kyzabad, going no Part of the Road that 1 went to Luck- 
now, 

Q. Through what Place did you mean to go in order to go by Kyzabad ? 

A. 1 cannot give an Itinerary, but 1 was told it was nuich further about, though a much 
plcafanter Country, from Lucknow to Chunar by Fyzabad, than by Illahab .d i it may piobably 
be Fifty or Sixty Miles, or more, out of my Way ; but I cholc to go that Way to fee a Country 
which I might never liave an Opportunity of feeing again. If 1 am doubted upon io trifling a 
Bufincfs as this, there are Gentlemen here that know the Fad that 1 did propolc to go that Way, 
and the Anfwcr I received. 

Where did you propofe it ? 

A. At Lucknow, and 1 believe likewife at Chunar; at both Places, I believe. I certainly did 
wifli to go that Way originally when I id out Irom Chunar: I was told 1 could not take that 
Route, tor the Country was in Rebellion when 1 was at Chunar. I went to Lucknow ; 1 was gone 
'Fhree Days, and then I returned again to Chunar, I hope 1 have faid nothing to contradid my 
being at both Places. 

You before dated you was at Lucknow, and propofed to return by Fyzabad ; and it feemed 
an extraordinary Circumliance, that as this Rebellion was of I'uch Notoriety, it Ihould never have 
come to your Knowledge, or you would not have propofed to go through the Head Qiiarters of 
Rebellion : Now, you recoiled you made the lame Propofition at Lucknow, how long was you 
at Lucknow that you fuppofed the Rebellion was quieted ? 

A. It is upon no frefh Recolledion ; I knew of the Circumdance at the Time when I was giving 
my Evidence ; but I was not examined as to both Places ; if I had been, I fliould have given the 
Atifwer I have, and I hope the Honourable Manager will retrain fn/m throwing out Relledions 
againd my Tedimony when there is no Caufc; my Recollection is not retrelhed ; and it is the 
more extraordinary, that the 1 lonourable Managers fhould chule to fling out thole Refledions upon 
me, becaufe they know I dand in tliofc Circumllances, that if I chole it I might decline giving 
any Anfwer at all. I was not examined upon my former Examination to both Places, or otlierwilc 
1 lliould have given the fame Evidence, 

O. You have dated, the Rebellion of the Begums to have been a Matter of as much Noto- 
riety as the Rebellion in 1715 in London ; and io dating it, you fay, you propolcd going through 
I'Vzabad, when you was told that it was dangerous going that Way; that you did not go there, but 
to Lucknow, and, after daying only Tlirec Days there, propofed to return by Fyzabad: How do 
you account for that ^ 

A. I will account for it : When I fpoke of the Rebellion, talked of at Chunar as a Matter 
of as much Notoriety as the Rebellion in i 74 5 » I talked nocot an exiding Rebellion at that lime, 
but of a Rebellion that had cxided in confequence ot the 1 roubles in Benares. 1 unclcidocxl ai that 
Time that the Rebellion, fuch as it was, was quelled, but that the Country was not quieted ; and I 
believe I can give your l.ordfliips further Satisfadion that this mult have been my Meaning, becaufc 
1 delivered in a Letter to the Houle of Commons, dated the 6 th of Odober, which 1 received from 
Mr. Haflings, who then mentioned the Troubles that had been at Fyzabad ; and, in that Letter, 
he fays, “ he hopes the Nabob, by going through Fyzabad, will quiet thole Troubles, fo it was 
the b‘ebcl!ion that was pad : 'Fhe Honourable Managers arc in PofTeffion of that Letter, and 
t!ieiefore mud have known that 1 did not mean a Rebellion aftually exiding. 

I'herc is no Objection to your correfling your former Anlwer; but you undoubtedly did 
diue, that you unJtidood at Lucknow that the Rebellion then cxided ? t • i#. 

If my Evidence is fo, 1 (hould be glad to be corrcdicd : It I did, it was not my Intention . 
could not polTibly be my Intention. I fhould be glad to be corrcflcd. 
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Then the following Queftion apd Anfwer were read over to the Witnefs s 

While you was at Lucknow, did you make any Examination or Enquiry to fatisfy you^ 
own Mind, with refpcct to the Innocence or Guilt of the Begums ? 

A. I remember one Circumftance, if it may be called an Examination, that, having profecuted 
my Journey through lllihabad, I had a Dcfire, for the Purpofe of feeing the Country, to return 
to Chunar through Fyzabad. I was told by every Body there I could not take that Route, becaulc 
the Country was not quieted from the Rebellion of the Begums : I do not know that I made any 
paiticular Examination; when I was at Chunar I underftood it to be a Fad, as clearly afeertained 
as, I believe, it was in London, in the Year 1745, that there was a Rebellion in the North, 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Am I now to underftand you, that Mr. Haftings did not (late to you, when you left 
Chunar, that the Begums were then in adual Rebellion ? 

A. I do not recoiled he told me lo. 

O. Whether, in your Examination before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, you did not 
mal« this Anfwer : — “ When he communicated (o me in Calcutta his Intentions with Regard to 
“ Chcii Sing, I declined giving an Opinion at all, becaufe 1 could not take upon me a fufficient 
“ Knowledge of the Laws of the Country to advife whether that Ad was legal or not. But with 
« regard to the Begums, I told him, if the Fad he ftated were true, namely, that the Begums were 
« in aflual Rebellion, I confidercd it to be nccelTary to the Exiftence of the Government of the 
“ Nabob Vizier, that he Ihould have the Power of taking from his Subjeds in Rebellion thole 
“ Trcaftires which enabled them to fupport their Rebellion.” 

A. I certainly do remember it ; but 1 do not know, that that ties it up to the Begums being then 
in adual Rebellion, becaufe I take the Dodrine m be as true, that after a Rebellion has cealed, the 
Prince of the Country miglit as lawfully take thofe Treafures which had enabled the I’erlons to 
fupport the Rebellion ■, I certainly, whatever the Expreffion may be, never did underftand, at the 
Time 1 was at Lucknow, that the Begums were then in adual Rebellion, becaufe I had then almoll 
pofitive Evidence to the contrary ; and the Reports were that they had been in Rebellion, Mr. 
Haftings’ Letter of the 6th of Odober faying, he expeded the Nabob’s Journey through Fyzab.id 
would quiet that Country, at that Time I conceived that the Rebellion had ceafed, though not the 
Confequenccs. 

When did you underftand the Rebellion to have ceafed, and how ? 

A. I do not know the prccife Time when the Rebellion cealed, nor do I know how it ceafed ; 
but I apprehend it to have ceafed on the Turn in Favour of the Englifh Army. 

Did you ever hear of any Battle fought, or any Troops marching againfl: the Begums, or 
of any Blows ftruck in this Rebellion any where ? 

A. No, I never did : but I have lieard, by Report, that they raifed Troops for Cheit Sing. 

Q. Did you hear by Report, that, at the Time they were accufed of being in Rebellion, 
they had preferved a Britilh Officer and his Detachment ? 

A. I have heard it, but when, I cannot tell ; I rather believe I did not hear it while I was at Clm» 
nar, but I am not furc. 

Did you hear it at Lucknow ? 

A. I am not fure whether I did or not, it is very probable I might hear it at Chunar ; at the fame 
Time, with the Conftruftion put upon the Aft, 1 did not conceive it to be an amicable Aft to the 
Englifti. 

What was the Conftruftion you heard put upon it ? 

A. That it was done merely for the Purpofe of temporizing. 

Did you not think it extraordinary, that Colonel Hannay, or Captain Gordon, Ihould have 
made no mention of it in their Depofitions ? 

A. Till I heard, by the Evidence delivered at this Bar, that they had not made mention of it m 
their Affidavit, I did not know the Faft •, and fuch an Opinion (if 1 had any Opinion upon the Sob- 
jeft) muft have been gathered within thefe Two or Three Days, and from cxaftly the iame Matciia s 
that your Lordlhips have before you. 

Q. Did you ever, direftly or indircftly, difeourfe with Mr. Middleton, Colonel Hannay, or Cap- 
tain Gordon, upon the Subjeft Matter of their Affidavits ? ^ 

A. To the beft of my Recolleftion, I never had any Converfation with them upon the Subjee , 
but it is not impoftiblc but I Ihould, for, as well as I can remember, the Affidavits of Colonel Hannay 
and Captain Gordon were taken in the Tent of Colonel Hannay, who gave a large Entertainment to 
me and the Gentlemen at Lucknow ; it is very probable, at Dinner, tlierc might have been fuch 
verfation, but I never had any private Converfition with them upon the Subjeft I might iwv 
heard them, in common Convcrlation, mention what the Matter of their Affidavits were, f ' 
Honourable Managers feem totally to go upon different Principles from what 1 do : I afted niert y 
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as an Inflrument to authenticate the Affidavits, 1 did ipt at all concern myfclf with theSubied 
Matter of them. ‘ ■> 

Q, Did you give any further Advice upon the Subjed to Mr. Haftings, after your Return to 
Chunar ? 

A. 1 do not recoiled that I did ; all the Advice I could give upon the Subjed, I believe I had 
before given, when I adviled the Affidavits to be taken upon the Subjed i I do not recoiled havinff 
given any turther Advice. ® 

q. Had you no further Communication with Mr. Haftings after your Return, refpeding the 
Seizure ot the Treafure ? ° 

A. I believe no further Communication with Mr. Haftings than having acquainted him with 
what paded between Mr. Middleton and me, and having a Communication of a Letter or two 
that Mr. Middleton wrote to me upon the Subjeft, which I communicated to Mr. Haftings; I 
think no other. Mr. Haftings was at Chunar, I believe 1 might almoft fay without a Secretary. 
Mr. Anderfon, his confidential Agent, at that Time was gone to Scindia’s Camp; Mr. Sulli- 
van, his private Secretary, had left him, and returned into the Province of Bahar. * I believe at 
that Time Mr. Hafti/igs had no very confidential Friend nor private Secretary with him. Mr. 
Davy, who afterwards became his confidential Secretary, had not been introduced to him, at that 
Time, a Week. Major Davy came up with me when I went to Benares, and 1 myfclf introduced 
him to Mr. Haftings : He came from Lord Macartney, from Madral^: Under thole Circumft.inccs, 
and my having Converfation with Mr. Middleton with regard to the Bufincls of the Chunar 
Treaty and the Begums, Mr. Haftings defircd me to write to Mr. Middleton, which I 
did. 

Was not Mr. Hay with Mr. Haftings there? 

A. I believe ooc; 1 do not recoiled. 

Was not Major Palmer ? 

A. I think not. I doubt whether I faw Major Palmer during any Part of the Time I was 
there; and as to Mr. Hay, I did not underftand him, if he was there, to have been the confiden- 
tial Secretary of Mr. Haftings. 1 believe he was in the publick Office as Secretary ; but I be- 
lieve he was not a particular confidential Perfon of Mr. Haftings. I am pretty furc Mr. Hay was 
not there. 

Did you not continue to correfpond with Mr. Middleton upon the Subjed of the Begums 
till January following, or February. 

A. I believe I did, and very probably further* 

Did you communicate all the Letters you received from Mr. Middleton upon the Subjed 
to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I certainly did. 

Did you write Anfwcrs to Mr. Middleton by Mr. Haftings’s Diredions ? 

A. I wrote nothing to Mr. Middleton upon the Subjed, which I did not underftand to be dic- 
tated by Mr. Halting?. I do not know that I wrote them when Mr. Haftings was prefent ; but 
1 wrote what I undcrllood to be the Matter Mr. Haftings widicd to have communicated to Mr. 
Middleton. 


What do you mean by this Pafiage, in a Letter datetl the ift of December lySr, from 
Chunargur: “ What we talked oF concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have 
* himfelf advifed. He wifhes it to be done immediately. I need not mention the Ncceffity of 
‘ taking Care that the Money be applied to the Company’s Ufe.”— Do you remember this PaF 
fage ? 

A. I do. 


What was the Objed of it ? 

A. The Objed of that Pafiage I take to be the feizing of the Trcafurcs of the Begums. 

Did you not underftand that when the Nabob confented to the feizingof the Treafure, it was 
as an Alternative in Lieu of Icizing the Jaghircs ? 

A. I have not the Icall Rccollcdionof fuch an Alternative. 

Was it upon account of the fuppofed Rebellion of the Begums, that the Treafurcs were to 
fee Idzcd. 

A. I underftood fo. 


When did you firft hear of any Attempt made to refume the Jaghires ? 

A. I cannot afeertain the Dates and Times ; I have no Memorandum concerning it. 

Q;^ Do you remember this Paffage in a Letter from Mr. Middleton to you, dated Lucknow the 
of December 1781 .—“ I think the Oppofition the Begum has given to the Mcafurc of 
refuming the Jaghire, which as far as it concerns her, bears not the Shadow of Exception, as Ihe 



( 636 ) 

i? to receive the Value in ready Money, will be a full Juflificatibn of the further Demands his 

Kxccllency has to make upon her.” — Do you know any thing of chat Paflage i 

A. 1 believe there is luch a Pafiage in a Letter from Mr. Middleton to me. 

Do you not fee, it is here admitted, that the Ground of feizing the Treafures was the fup- 
pofed Refiftancc to giving up the Jaghircs, when fhc was to be no Sufferer by it, and tf.ere was no 
mention of a Rebellion ? 

A. In the Paffage read there is certainly no mention of any Rebellion, and from that PaflTage it 
would certainly fo appear*, but that is Mr. Midtlleton’s Senle, and not mine. 

'rhen, did you underftand that Mr. Middleton was ignorant of the Rebellion when he uas 
at Lucknow ? 

A, I apprehend nor, bccaufe Mr. Middleton had mentioned the Rebellion to me, but I appre- 
hend by this, Mr. Middleton was pointing out Two Caufcs for feizing the I'realurcs, a Caule in 
Addition to the Rebellion. 

Whether you did not think the Rebellion a fufficient Juftification by itfclf for feizing the 
Treafures, without any Second Caufe? 

A. I did not think the Second Caule had any Thing to do with it, I thought only of the Re- 
bellion. 

Did you not, in Point of Faft, know there had been no Attempt to refume the Jagheers, and 
conicquently no Kcriffancc to it, on the 19th of December ? 

A. I knew nothing but what I received by Information from Mr. Middleton*, I thought his Let- 
ters contained the I'ruth, and that there had been an Attempt to refume tiie Jagheers *, if there 
was not that Attempt to relume the Jagheers, I now learn it for the Firll Time. 

Had you a regular Communication from Mr. Middleton refpedling the Progrefs of the Tranf- 
adlion of feizing the Treafures ? 

A. I believe Mr. Middleton did give me a regular Communication of the Progrefs of it, but I 
cannot be anfwerable for ihe Fruth of it. 

Then the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, figned Natha- 
niel Middleton, was delivered in and read. 

Dear Sir Elijah, “ Fazabad, the 25th January 17S2. 

“ 1 have the Satisfaftion to inform you that we have at Length lo far attained the great Object 
of our Expedition to this Place, as to commence on the Receipt of Money, of which in the Courle 
of this Day we have got about Six Lacks. I know not yet what Amount we fliall a(fi:ually realize, 
but I think I may falely venture to pronounce it will be equal to the Liquidation of the Company’s 
Balance. It has been at once the moft important and the moll difHcult Point of Duty which has 
ever occurred in my Office, and the Anxiety, the Hopes, and Fears, which have alternately agi- 
tated my Mind cannot be deferibed or conceived but by thofe who have been Witnefs to what has 
paifed in the Courle of this long Contell. The Minifters have fupported me nobly throughout the 
Bufinefs, and delerve much Commendation ; without the Ihrewd Difcernment, and Knowledge of 
the Finelfc and Tricks of the Country, which Hyder Beg Cawn poflefics, I believe we fliould have 
fuccccded but indifferently ; for I Toon found that no real Advantage was to be obtained by pro- 
ceeding at once to violent Extremities with the Begum, and that Ihe was only to be attacked 
through the Medium of her confidential Servants, who it required confiJerable Addrefs to get 
hold of ; however, we at laft efFefted it, and by ufing fomc few Severities with them we at Length 
came at the f crct Hoards of this old Lady. I will write you more Particulars hereafter. 

“ I am forry to inform you my little Boy ftill continues in a very precarious Way, though fomc- 
what better than when I had laft the Honour to addrefs you. 

‘‘ My Refpcdls to Lady Impey, and believe me with great Regard, 

My dear Sir Elijah, 

Sir E. Impey. Your faithful, obliged, and 

moft affecTiionate humble Servant, 

Nathaniel Middleton.*’ 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Q. From your Knowledge of the Whole of thefe Circumftances, and your Communication with 
Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, to what did you attribute the Anxiety, Hopes, and Fears, which Mr* 
Middleton fays had alternately agitated his Mind ? 

A. I can know it no otherwife than from what Mr, Middleton relates in this I.etter. I take it 
thofe Anxieties, Hopes, and Fears, had arifen from his not being lure he fhould effccftually fci2<^ 
‘the Treafure. 

What did Mr. Middleton mean by ihcfe Words, The Minifters have fupported me nobly 
throughout the Bufinefs ?” 

A. 1 
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A. I tilink in feme Part of Mr. Miciclleton's Corrdpondcnce he had 1 th.c Na^ob Iup' 


fiui 'em averie to the Mealuie, after havin:; undcrtak^‘ii ir, and t!ic Miiullcrs 
Middleton in it ; but I know nothing of it but from the Lcttctb. 


i: 


h.ad u]dKld M; 


(). Ag.iinll: the Will of t!;e Nabob ? 

A. That I believe was ag.intl the Will of the Nabob. 


Do you not know )ouildf, that tiic Nabob was averf* to the Me.dnre 
A. I certainly did not know that he was aveile to the i\k,’fijre; and I fncelv! r rh r Inn'-" 
thooj,ht otlierwife, and that at any Time, without any Preterue of Ivibdl.on, hr \ r ; ;v, hu ii 
glad to Ict/.e t'le 'rreakircs ot the Hegums: I hat was my C)[nnion. \\ Ikh I uia v . a. \ ) L\:\- 
ciura, or very foon afterwards, there was a large (,Kiantity ot the hdichts id the \,:le in 

the Settlement, which bad been feized by tr.c Nabob ; and, a. 1 th.cn tin erltooU, it ii.e 1 njlilh 
Government had not interfered, he would at that Ima: have lu/.cd the Wi.olc ot' the 1 leafuies of 
the Begums ; but 1 tliink it is right tor me iikewife to lay, fiorn whom 1 had that Intdligenec : 
That Intelligence I had from Mr. Hatlings. 

Did you ever require any Explanation from Mr. Middleton of thde Paflages ? 

A. I believe never i I thoroughly undcrllood them, and therefoic liid not icquiie an rx[ la- 
nation. 


You have dated, that you had no Knowledge yourfelf that tlie Meafure of refnming the 
Jagheers had not been attempted, at the Time they refolved to ii izc tlic Trealurcs the Kdiilanrc 
to the refuming of the Jaghcets was mentioned in one Place ns a Second Caule, and Ground lor 
leizing the Treafuresj how do you underlland the following Bairigr in a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to you, dated Lucknow, the 5th December lyhT: ‘‘ The Meafure rcfpecling the Begunh, 
“ and the Refumption of the Jagheeis, will be inflanily adopted. Thi' latter h.is only been lul- 
“ pended for the Governor’s Sentime nts on the former, as the Japhe( rs ol the FiCgums and tlicir 
“ Dependants are the moll confiderablc, and to have attacked them, without bnnp. prep ued at the 

fame Tiiue to enter immediately on the I'ixeeiuion 01 the grand Ddigii, would have bicii ilomg 
‘‘ Things by Halves, and pod.bly have di feated our Txpcclations.” Now, what did you un- 
derlland to be the grand Defign ^ 

A. I certainly iinclerftood the grand Defign to be tlic feizing of the I5,(’'1 it)s d’lealup ';, and, 
from this Letter now read to iric, 1 do collect that they h.id not before auein(ntd to ki/,e the 
Jagheers. 

Qa 'Then, the Account of the fuppofed RcTiftance to refuming the Jagheers could have been no 
Ground for feizing he Trcalures ? 

A. Undoubtedly nor, it there had been no Attack upon the J.igluTrs. Mr. Mlddh ton may 
explain ir, I cannot: I’hofe Letters were delivered in to the I Imile ot Conuuons I’wclve Months 
ago: It is lb many Years lince I received them I certainly do not carry the Contents of them in 
my Mind. 


There is another PalTagc : — “ Do not, my dear Sir l.lij.th fmpey, fuffer this ]i)td.iy to 
“ be urged or confidercd as an Impurarion of Blame upon me: 1 enteied on the Buliiiefs 

the very Day after you left me, and went lb lar as to look upon the M.itter as finally ng/eed 

upon, the aftual Execution only fulpended, until I could receive enher youts or the (jfjvcrnor’s 
Sentiments upon the furtlicr Propohd, w'hich is certainly ot tar great r C ( n '.qiu i ce ili.in the 
‘‘ Rei'jiupdon of tlie Jagideers, ns it will do atone Stroke, it we aie not all p,rn' dy mill, then, 
“ what the Jagheers will be at leail Two Years in doing.” What did you undulland wa*. to lie- 
done at one Stroke 

A. I underftood that to be the fcizii.g of the dVeaiurcs of the Begums; and Mr M,dd!r'on 

reprefents that it would raile a greater Sum : It is impoflible lor me to do otherwile than mk: 

to the Letters, bccaufc i: could not be a Matter within my Knowleilp-.e. 


Are you now convinced, that the luppoled Oppolition to tlic Rdunqnif n of ihe J.'’p!,cns 
was not any Caufe of feizing the Treafuies; were the Trealu.cs leized on /Uooiinr fa ihe Ui.- 
bellion ? 

A. Till I hear how Mr. Midilleton explains that, I certainly cannot be convinced uprin the 
Subjei^l ; if I was to know no niore than I read tiom this Letter, I fliould think there liad been 
no Attempt to feize the Jagheers. 


The Hoiife informed the Managers for tlic Commons, tint tlic Opinion of the 
Witnefs, upon a Matter not within his own Knowledge, was no Lvidencc. 


What, to your Knowledge, were the Grounds of feizii.g the licalures befides what you 
colleded from your Correfpondence with N'lr. Middleton.^ '1,1 

A. I never knew of any other Grounds for lt^‘7.ing tlie I r'-nfures ; I ccrtninly Inn r? . i r n . .n 
Mr. Middleton’s Letrer but a real (iff und tor feizing the 1 rcaluies, jiilt fiabic in my 1 ma, 


never knew, except the Circumllancc ot the Rebellion, 

7 


(V Do 

>v 
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f*). Do you mean a Rebellion before you faw Mr. Hallings at Churtar, of a Rebellion fabfc. 

quent to that Time ? t r l u n- . 

A. I ilo not call the Rcfiftance to fcizing the Jaghires, if there were fuch, a Rebellion ; I mean 
the Rebellion at the Time I faw Mr. Hallings. When I fpeak of Rebellion, I do not mean the 
Kellllance to feizing the Jagheers. 

CX Did you underftand, from Mr. Hallings, and from the Communic.ation you had with him 
upon tlie Subject, that that was the Ground and Cauie of the feizing of the 1 rcalures ? 

A. 1 certainly did. 


Read, from Book 2g, already delivered in, the following Extrail of a Letter 
from the Board at Calcutta to the Court of Direflors, dated Fort William, nth 
February 1782. 

“ Fort William, nth February 1782. 

» Par. 7. The juft Grounds of Sufpicion which had been given to the Nabob, by the Begum 
and other principal Jaghyrdars in his Country, by the Symptoms of Difaffeftion, and even I'rca- 
chery difplayed in their Conduft, made it an Objeft of ferious Confider.ition with him to take the 
111 ft Opportunity which Ihould offer, confident with Juftice, to difpolfels them of the Means of 
becoming injurious to his Authority; and the Ncccflitics of his Government requiring extraordi- 
nary Aid, he refolvcd to take this Occafion of depriving them of thofe cxtcnfivc Jaghyrs, winch 
enabled them to become troublclbme, by the Revenues which they yielded, and the Number of 
Dependents nccefliirily retained for their Colleftion and Defence, and to refume the Lands, allow- 
ing Penfions to the Jaghyrdars, in Lieu of the Revenues. 


“ (aj Vide 
I A: 1 of 
thf firit Paitof 
tlu' Appcnillx 
lo the (jovm’- 
nor Gtncial’s 
Nairativt..” 


“ Par. 8. As the Refident at Lucknow had been made Guarantee Co an Agreement, formerly 
executed between the Nabob and thcBcgurn, in which he had enga^d for a Ipecific Sum of Money, 
to dciift from all further Claims upon her, it was ncceffary for him to acquire the Sanaion of 
this (Jovernment to his Intentions, before he could carry them into Execution, which the Infidelity 
of the Begum gave but too much Reafon to grant. You will find this Meafure provided for in the 
new I'reaty (^), concluded with the Nabob by the Governor General, at Chunar, on the 19th Septem- 
ber lad. 

Par. 9. On the P 1 r(l Attempt made by the Nabob to carry this Plan into Execution againft 
the Begum, flic determined to refill his Authority, and railed a Revolt by the Means of her 
Kuniichs, jewer Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, who had colletled a Force of about 5000 Men 
in Order to let the Nabob at Defiance. Notice of this Second Infurrcftion having been tranfmitted 
by the Refident, without Lois ot Time, to the Governor General at Banares, he ftnniediately or- 
dered a large Detachment to march from Campore, and the Nabob rcfolved to go in Perlbn to 
Ky/abadi on his Arrival there, by the Afiiftance of our Troops, he took PoirelTion of the Kella; 
and the Eunuchs, feeing it would be in vain to make a ftand when fuperior Porces were exj^fted, 
lurrendered themlelves Prifoners to the Nabob, and their Followers difperfed. 


‘‘ Par. 10. In Order to punifli the Begum for this daring ill Condnft, and to put it out of her 
Power to apply the Treafures which (he had amalfed, to the Purpofe of raifing further Commotions 
in the Coinury, the Nabob refolved to feize her Wealth, which by tlie Mahoniedan Laws he was 
intituled to, as an Inheritance from his Father, who in the latter Years of hi.s Lite had committed 
his I rcafury wholly to her Charge, and it had remained with her after his Death. 

(Signed at the End.) 

Warren Hallings. 

Ed. Wheler. 

John Macpherfon(^).** 

Then the Wltnefs was alked. 


Whether this Account, of your own certain Knowledge, is not wholly falfe? 

A. I know this tliac the Reafon afligned to me for feizing the Treafures, was the Rebellion of 
the Begums ; whether any other Caufes mixed in Mr. Haftings’s Mind, 1 cannot cell, but he did 
not communicate moie to me. 

(T Did you not carry Mr. Haftings^s Pleafure, refpcdling the Seizing of the Treafures, in No- 
vember 1782, to Lucknow i* 

A. I certainly did. 

Ch Then, could any Thing that happened in January, have been the Reafon for the Determination 
of Mr. Hallings, which you carried to Lucknow in November? 

A. No i certainly not. 

Whether you did not fay, in your Opinion, the Rebellion was the only juftifiablc Caufeol tl.e 
Seizure ot the Begums Treafure, or fomething to that EfFcdl ? 

A. It certainly appears to me f) at prefent. 


(a) ViJc /'ippondi.x, N'^ LIV. 
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Q. Then, if the Rebellion appeared to ^ the only juftifiablc Caufe of febing thofe Trcafui^s 
how came you to be md.ffercnt about the Subjeit Matter the Affidavits, which were to elhbhlh 
and authenticate that Fact of the Rebellion, lo much lb as not to have icad them, or cauled them 
to be read to you ? ’ 

A. I had no more Indifference to thofe Affidavits, nor had I any more Caufe to look at thole 
Affidavits, than any Affidavits that ffiould be taken before me in a judicial C.ipa. ity— and I believe 
fome of your Lordfhips know it is not cuftomary for the Perfon who authcnticucb an Affi,:avit to 
examine into the Contents of it — Had I been, as 1 laid before, to Icgrc^aic Matter for Mr Hill- 
ingb’s Defence, or to accufe the Begums, I undoubtedly ought to have Ictn what the Matters of the 
Affidavits were; but as I went only for the Purpofe of g'lving my Signature, and tciHlenniT the 
Oath to the Perfon who made the Affidavit, 1 did not conceive mylelt then, nor do I rinw toiieeivc 
myfelf, (and I am now upon Oath) in the leal! interefted whether the Matter of thele Affidavits 
was true or falfe, or whaher they were, or were not, relevant to Mr. Hallings’s Narrative. 


Q. The Queftion was not, whether you had any perfonal Interell in it, but whether you aflcd 
in a judicial Charaftcr, or in the Charadcr of Mr. Haftings’s conridcinial Secretary, Fricud and 
Advifer, in the Article of taking the Affidavits ? ’ 

A. I certainly had no Pretence to aft in a judicial Capacity •, 1 did aft as the Ailvifer of Mr, 
1 ladings i but I muff diftinguilh the Cafe, from the Aft of taking the Affidavits: In the Aft of 
raking the Affidavits, I was not the Advifer of Mr. HalHngs, I was then the fimplc Inftrument to 
authenticate them. 


In what Charafter was you the fimplc inftrument of authenticating the Affidavit.s > 

A. In no official Charafter whatever, but as a Man known to bear a gieat Office, and therefore 
it was luppofed my taking the Affidavits would give a Weight to them. 

^ Whether or no you conceive that a Man in a great Office giving an Attefiation to Affidavits, 
which he never read, and which were never read to him, would give any Weight to any Julli- 
fit:ation ? 

A. I think it would give a Weight' to the only Effeft that I wiffied to have tlie Weight given j 

namely, to the Faft that thofe Affidavits had been Iworn : 'I'hat was all 1 meant to auiheniieau 

the Faft of fwearing. 

Whether you did not advifi; the taking of thofe Affidavits ? 

A. I have faid before that I did. 

Q,F or what End or Purpofe diu you defire them to be taken ? 

A. 1 have laid before, and, if it is defired, I will repeat it again : It was for the Purpofe of 
auclicHticating the Fad of the Narrative which Mr. Haltings was then writing. 

Did you not advife fuch Meafures to be taken, upon the Suppofition of the Fad of that 
Rebellion ? 

A. If the Queftion means the taking of the Affidavits, I certainly did not do it upon the 
Idea of the Rebellion exifting, but fimply to authenticate the Fads in Mr. Hafting.s^ Narrative# 
It the Queftion means the Advice, if that is to be called Advice, winch I delivered to Mr# 
Haftings, as my Opinion concerning the feizing the Treafurc , that undoubtedly was upon Ac* 
count of the Rebellion. 


Whether, when a Meafure of fuch Confequence to the Publick, and to Mr. I laftings’s 
Fame and Charadter, was recommended by you, you did not think fuch a Matter as his Jufti- 
Ikation required lomcthing elfc, than the Atteftation of a mere Fad, that fomc Affidavits were 
Iworn ? 

A. I apprehended the Fads that would be fworn in the Affidavits were material, and that they 
would be material ; and that it was material the Fad of their having been Iworn Ihould be 
afeertained. If I had fuppofed that the Affidavits contained nothing to the Purpofe, inoft un- 
doubtedly the mere Fad of having fworn the Affidavits would have been of no Confequence) 
that depended upon the Subjed Matter of the Affidavits. 

Q^ Did it not appear to you, to be your Duty, in the Office you had voluntarily undertaken, 
to take care that the Affidavits were not nugatory ? 

A. I believe I have anfwered, at leaft Ten Times, to the Subftance of that Qvieftion already. 
I moft undoubtedly did not think it any Part of my Province) I never undertook it fo : It is a 
Mif-ftatcmcnt to fay I undertook that. 

Qi Then, if you did not undertake to fee whether the Affidavits were nugatory or relevant, 
^ipon what Ground did you advife Mr. Haftings to place them in a Defence, which was to juftify 
his Conduft to the People of this Countiy ? 

A. I will again ftate to your Lordfhips what I faid before, which was, that Mr. Haftings 
was writing a Narrative of Fads; that in the Uifpofition of the People of England, I doubted 

6 whether 
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whether they would give Credit merely from his writing them : I therefore advifed, that the Pafls 
whether material or immaterial, Ihould be authenticated by Affidavit. ’ 

( ). Dul you advife him to place them in this Narrative ? 

iVT I did advife that they ffiould be annexed to his Narrative. 

Ch Do you mean to afTert that you were indifferent, whether they were applicable to that Nar- 
rative or not, or whether they might not tend to hurt him, as well as to ferve him ? 

A. I thought, and verily bdieved, that Mr. Haftings, in his Narrative, meant to conform to 
'fruth, and that Truth I wanted to be authenticated, whether it made for or againll him -, or, in Mr. 
Haffings’s own Words, in his Letter to Mr. Middleton, whether they realifed or refuted the LicT 

(T Do you confidcr Mr. Ilaffings’s Narrative to be a mere Narrative, dating Fads with an 
InduTcrcncc as to the Llfect of them, or as a Juftification and an Apology for Mr. Haftings ? 

A. 1 moft undoubtedly underftood that Mr. Haftings was writing a Narrative which he intended 
for an Apology. 

Whether you was not examined to the following Eftcft in the Houfe of Commons, and 
whether you did not give the following Anfwer ? 

Then the Minutes of a Committee of tlic Houfe of Commons were delivered In. 
Read, the following Extratl, beginning at Page 26 of the fame. 

“ JoviSy i"" J^ebruarii 1787. 

In a Letter, of the 6th December 1781, Page from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings, 
tliere is this Sentence, ‘ Your Pleafure rcipefting the Begums I have learned from Sir lUijuh, and 
* the Meafurc heretofore propofed will foon follow the Kelumption of the J.ghiers.’ lb whom 
do the Words ‘ heretofore propofed’ refer ? 

“ I 5 y hearing the Letter read, I refer it to a Propufal made by Mr. Haftings, through me, to 
Mr. Middleton. 

‘‘ What was the Nature of the Propofal ? 

“ I take it to allude to what I have befoie mentioned, the Intention of Mr. Ilarilngs to have 
the Effcdls of the Begums conftlcated on Account of their Rebellion. 

‘‘ Do you mean, by faying Mr. Haftings intcfided to have the Begum’s ElTc 5 i:s contbeated, that 
it vvas to grant his, Mr. Haftings’s, Conlent to tlic iNiabob’s doing it ? 

‘‘ I underftood more ; I undcrilood it was Mr. 1 lallings’s Intention Mr. Middleton ftiould re- 
commend it to the Nabob as a Meafurc.” 

Read, alfo, the following Extrafl, beginning at Page 28 of the laid Minutes. 

Did Mr, Middleton inform you the Begums were then aftu.illy in Rebellion ? 

I will not take upon me precilcly to fay that he informed me tliaC the Begums were then in 
nftual Rebellion •, but that they informed me the Route by I'y/.abad was unfafe on account of the 
State of the Country in confequence of their Rebellion, which, to my Obje6l of returning, was 
the fame Thing. 

Did you often fee the Nabob Vizier? 

I think I faw him Three or Four Times. 

Did you ever converl’e with the Nabob on the Objefi: of your Journey to Lucknow 

‘‘ There were* ieveral Objeftsof my Journey to Lucknow; 1 cannot lay I never mentioned any of 
them, but I do not recollect that I did ; and I am hire 1 never converled with him on the Rubied 
of the Begums. Mr. Haftings had never defired me, and I Ihould have thought it iinpcrun^i^t 
and indelicate. 

“ Then the Nabob never mentioned to you that his Parents were in actual Rebellion againft 
him ? 

“ He certainly never did *, but it is not to be inferred fron^ tl'»ence that they were no% as we had 
no Converlation upon the State of the Country, of the Treaty of Benaris, or any of the preceding 
Tranfadions. 

“ Did you ever inform the Nabob that you had taken Depofitions, while at his Court, tending to 
acculc his Mother and Cirandmothcr ? . 

I did not ; but the Nabob mull: have known, becaufe his Mhftfter made a Depofition *, I 
no Doubt it was well known to the Nabob, 

“ What Minifter ? 

Hyder Beg Cawn. 


When 
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« When dill Myder Beg Cawn make that Depofition ? 

“ I have not the Icall Rccolledtion j I believe it to have been in a Tent at Colonel flannay’s Quar- 
ters, or it might have been in the lloufc of Major Martin, ‘where I lodged ; but within the ^urt 
of the Nabob, I never took a Depofition. I am inclined, upon Recollcdion, to think it was at 
Major Martin’s. 

What Ixcame of that Depofition ? 

“ 1 do noc lecollcd any Thing particular of that Depofition, but believe it went with the refi. 

“ Arc you fuic that Depofition ever mentioned the Begum’s Name, or contains the lead Allufion 
to it ? 

I am by no Means fure of ir, for I never read it or heard it ; I was not taking Depofitions 
merely againil the Begums •, I do not know whether one of the J^pofitior^s went to the Begurns ; 
and if I had informed the Nabob, I was about taking Depofitions againft the Begums, I might', 
for wh.rt I know, have informed him falfe; for I did not know the FaeL * 

“ 1 hen, what do you mean by faying, you arc convinced that the. Nabob knew his Mother and 
(}randmothcr weie akcufed — bccau!c the Minilter had made a Depofition declaring ir, at the fame 
'J ime that you are wholly ignorant of the Concents of ail the Depofitions ? 

“ If upon my Fvidcnce I have laid fo, 1 am glad thcQiieftion has given me ^n Opportunity of 
explaining it ; for I meant no fuch Thing. — I alk Pardon tor not having obfirved the C^ictlion was 
narrowed to Depofitions againil the Begums: I underftood it went to taking Depofitions 
generally.” 

Read, alfo, the following Extrafl, from Page 3 1 of the faid Minutes. 

“ On what Ground arc you fo confident that thole Depofitions arc in Print; and that the 
Dares, Names ^and Places, are upon them; you never having read them P 

“ Jkxaule 1 law the Captions and Signatures of all the Allidavits, and the Dates. 

“ Did you never hear them read to you ? 

1 do not recoiled that I did •, ibme may have been read to me, but it was not the Courfe to 
read them ; I took them as Julticcs of the Peace in England take AfTiuavits. 

“ Arc you lure that a confiderable Number of them, were not deliberately read to you ? 

I am by no Means fure; very probably they were; at this Dillance of Time 1 cannot re- 
colltd. I only mean, that 1 did not requeft them to be read to me; if they chofe to read them 
to me, I probably heard them. 

“ Then, if they were read to you, and you heard them, mufi: you not have been miftaken in 
declaring, that you never had any Knowledge of the Contenrs of them ? 

“ I acknowledge the Cimclullon ; but I have no Remembrance whether any of them were read 
to me; and 1 am lure I do not know the Contents of them. 

‘‘ Do you recoiled whether or not, when the Depofitions were in the Perfian or Hindoo Lan- 
guage, that they were tranflated by Major Davy, figned in Englifh, and the Contents explained to 
il.e Deponents ? 

'k iy pollibly it may be fo, but I have not the lead llecollcdion of the Faft; the Explanation 
3f tfe Contents might have been in my Prefence, or not ; if it was exprefied to be done in my 
Pfclrnre, ic undoubtedly was fo. 

Whether you have fee your Name to an Affidavit, purporting to be fworn before you, the 
Contents being firft explained to the Deponent, without the Contents having been explained in 

) oiii Prefence ? 

“ It requires a Knowledge of both Languages, to know whether an Interpreter explains right 
or no ; without that Knowledge, the Interpreter muft be credited, and I have no Doubt may ; I 
am fure the Interpreter was iWorn, and in that Cafe I ffiould fo have figned it. 

“ Do you mean, you would have figned fuch a Depofition, without requiring the Interpreter to 
explain the Depofition to the Deponent, at the Time he made the Affidavit ? 

“ Certainly, upon afking the fworn Interpreter, whether he had interpreted the Contents truly. 

Do you think that ix was a ncccITary Precaution, when a Native of the Country was to 
fwear to a Depofition, drawn up in Engliffi, that it fliould have been interpreted to the Deponent 
in his own Language ? 

I do. 

“ Was Major t)avy with you at Lucknow ? 

“ He was not. 

Who was the Interpreter upon that Occafion 
I do not know ; but it was a fworn Interpreter. 

‘‘ Do you know his Name ? 

I do nor. 

8 A 
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Who recommended him T 

“ At this Diftance of Time, I do net know ; but I was fatisfied at the Time. 

“ Arc you abfolutely certain that he was fuch a fworn Interpreter ? 

“ I am as pofitivc as I can be of any common official Ad. Although this was not an official 
Aft, yet it was in the Nature of ati official Aft, that I would not have done it without a fworn 
Interpreter, that being a Matter of Courfe. 

“ You having r^colleftcd the Atteftation which you figned to one of the Depofitions read to you 
which there dates, that the Contents had been fworn before you, the Contents being otpl lined 0 
the Deponent by the Interpreter, whofc Name you do not recoiled ^ do you recoiled to have fcea 
any fuch Atteftations to the Depofitions you took at Lucknow ? 

“ I have no Rccolleftion whaifoevcr. 

“ You having dated that if, in the Depofitions taken before you after your Return from 
Lucknow, there appears an Attedation, that the Contents had been fird explained to the Dc 0 - 
nent *, do you not admit, that a fimilar Attedation would have appeared, upon the Depofuions 
taken at Lucknow, if the lame Meafures had been purfued tliere with refped to thole Depo- 
fitions ? 

“ If it had been fo written on the Depofitions, it certainly would lb have appeared. 

‘‘ But if the Fad had exided, that the Depofitions had been fo explained, would it not ha/e fo 
appeared ? 

“ It fliould have fo appeared, and it is inaccurate, if it does not, 

“ Do you recoiled yourfclf to have fworn any Interpreter at l.ucknow ? 

“ I do not recoiled it, but I have no doubt but I did. 

“ And you know no Reafon, but attribute it to Inaccuracy, that the Depofitions taken at Luck- 
now have no Attedation that they were fird explained to the native Deponents, and that all the 
Depofitions of the fame Nature, taken upon your Return, have fuch Attedations*, and you do 
not remember the Name of the Interpreter, nor who recommended him ? 

I did not know tlie Faft, and, if it is fo, I attribute it to Inaccuracy*, and I do not know 
the Name of the Interpreter. I hope the Committee will make Allowance for the Want of Re- 
membrance of Tranfadions at fuch a Didance of Time. There is another Thing, thole that arc 
in Print arc Copies j the Originals might have Attedatioas i I do not know that they have.’* 

A. Before the Honourable Managers put any Quedion to me — as Part of the Evidence 
before the Houle of Commons, has been given clearly for the Purpole f (hewing I was inconfiiKnt 
in that Evidence — I hope your Lordihips will give me an Opportunity to explain that Inconlift- 
ency. Mr. Sheridan, one of the Honourable Managers, examined me from a Book in his Hand; 
he afked fne feveral Quedions with refped to an Interpreter being fworn at Lucknow^ conceiving 
that Mr. Sheridan could not afk me that Quedion, iinlcfs the Subjed Matter of the Examination 
retjuired that there (hould have been an Interpreter, I was mided to fay, that there was an Inter- 
preter. I was then examined with refped to the Affidavits and Memorandums, and whether the 
Matters contained upon the Affidavits had been read to the WitnelTcs, and then a Number of 
Quedions put upon that. When I went home, imagining tlie Book 1 was examined from was the 
Report which contained Mr, Hadings's Narrative, I found that there was no Affidavit taken at 
Lucknow which required an Interpreter, that there was not a fingle Affidavit interpreted at Lucknow, 
that I took the Affidavits in Perfian, or in the Country Language, and they were fubfeqiicntly 
trandated by Mr. Davy, a fworn Interpreter. Under the Idea that I had an Interpreter, and that 
there might have been an Explanation of the Affidavits, which were to be taken in a Language that 
the Witncls did not underdand, 1 mod undoubtedly faid I thought lb, at the lame Time denying 
that I remembered the Faft ; but that I faidfo, becaufel knew it would be the Courfe of taking the 
Affidavits, and I am fure I fliould not have taken them out of the Courfe ; it would have been the 
Courfe if the Affidavits had been tranflated, but it could not be of Courfe, when I merely authen- 
ticated the Papers which the Witneffes brought, by giving the Oath, and taking their Signature. 
This I thought necedary to explain to your Lordihips, for when that is underdood, there will appear 
to be no Inconfiltcncy in my Evidence. Thi|,I endeavoured to explain to the Houfc of Commons*, 

I have now by me a Paper which I delivered to Mr. Dempllcr, for that Purpofc, the very next Day : 

I underdood there was no Neceffity for my attending, and therefore I was not in the Lobby ol the 
Houfe ol Commons, or near it : I was called for there, but, as I did not appear, no Notice was 
taken of that Paper. I believe thefe are the Fafts. I certainly delivered my Evidence in full 
Confidence, that the Gentleman who examined me did not intend to miflead me ; I do not accufe 
that Gentleman with an Intention to miflead me, but he undoubtedly mifled me. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs ^ 

What Book was that which you looked into, when you found this Explanation, refpefting 
Affidavits not requiring an Interpreter ? 

A. h 
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A. It was one of the Reports of the Committee I looked into, for the Purpofe of feeing whether 
I did ufe an Interpreter or not, as I found the C^eftion prefted lb much : I thought I had made a 
Miftakc, and I looked into it to correft that Milfake, and to fee in what Language the Affidavits 
were taken *, it turned out I did not ulc an Interpreter, and that it was at a fubfequent Time that 
they were iranflatcd by Mr. Davy. 

Q. What Report was it ? 

A. 1 do not know the Name of the Report, bbt it is the Report in which Mr. Haftings’s Nar- 
rative is fet out. 


0. 'I'hcii it was into Mr. Haftitigs’s Narrativfc that you looked ? 

a'. I did nut look into Mr. Haftings’s Narrative i 1 fee I ant fuppofed to have made a Miftakc ; I 
have made no Miftake it was not necefTary tor me to read Mr. Haftings’s Narrative, or the Affi- 
davits for the Purpofe. I neither read the one nor the other ; I only looked to fee whether 1 did or 
did no’t ufe an Interpreter at that Time. 1 (hall not be caught in a Falfuy. 

Q. It docs not appear then that you have looked fo far into the Narrative, placed in the Appen- 
dix of the Second Report, as to fatisfy yourfelf with refped to the Titles of the Affidavits, and 
the Faift whether there werfc an Interpreter prefent or not. Some of the Affidavits are trandated 
by Major Davy, a fworn Interpreter. To fatisfy yourfelf of that Faft, you murt have had your 
Eye over thofe Affidavits ? 

A. As far as Truth, to the utmoft Extremity, I will admit : I hope nothing will be taken by 
Inference that goes beyond ir. I did for that Purpofe, and for that Purpofe only, examine that 
Report. I did not at that Time look into Mr. Haftings’s Narrative ; I did not read the Affida- 
vits ; l' looked only to the Caption of the Affidavits, and the Dates of the Affidavits; and I eau- 
tioulN avoided doing it, for this Rcafon ; as I was to be examined, I would not intermix a lubfe- 
quent Knowledge of'^Fafts with an antecedent Knowledge of Fads, that I niight not be puzzled 
when 1 came to be examined, by confounding the Times when I acquired the Knowledge ; 
therefore I cautioufty avoided looking into them, that my Mind might not be imprelfed with 
Faffs, without knowing at what Time I came to the Knowledge of them. 


Q. Do you mean you looked at the Top and the Bottom of the Affidavits, and cautioufty 

avoitlcd reading any Part ? .-nrr i- uiuj 

A I cautioufty avoided reading any Part of them; I might calually fee lomc Lines, but I had 

no premeditated Purpofe of reading them. My premeditated Purpofe was to avoid looking into 
them, and, if I am to be examined again, I lhall do exadly the fame Thing, and for the fame 
Rcafon. 


Q, You have ftated in an Anfwcr lately, that you found certain of thofe Affidavits did not re- 
quire any Incerpi^ter: How could you find that they required no luch Aitcftationj without having 

caft your Eye upon the Matter of the Affidavits f 

A. I take it, the Matter of the Affidavits had nothing to do with the Subjedt. It it was an 
Affidavit that I faw, fubfequently tranllated by Major Davy, I knew I could not have u fed an In- 
terpreter at Lucknow : If the Affidavits were made by Enghlh Gentlemen, 1 knew I wanted no 
Interpreter, bccaolc they were Englifli. 

Q. Was it upon this fubfequent Examination of any Parts of the Affidavits (for I do not 
know how otherwife to deferibe it) that you dilcovered that Hydcr Beg had not fworn . 

A. I have not difeovered that Hyder Beg was not fworn-, 1 rather iuppofe, from his Hank, he 
did not fwcar-, he poffibly may have fworn: What I faid was, that Natives of high Rank decline 
fwcaring ; and he is a Native of high Rank. 

Q. The PafTage is this ; “ Tlic Account of what I have heard, and of what I faw, I have 
“ truly and faithfully related. I fwcar by the Almighty, that I have truly wrote, without dimi- 
“ nilhing or Addition, all that I heard, and all that I law, and nothing but the Trutli. Sigi^d 
“ Hydcr Beg. That which is written is true; Sealed with his Seal. —Did you think yourlelt 
bound to abftain from catling your Eye upon the PatTage when you looked at the 

A. 1 certainly did not think myfcif bound to abftain from Iwking upon that or any ^ 
fage; but, in the Terms the Paflage has been read, I Itill think ^s 

caufe it is only the Affeveration of Hyder Beg, and there is no At«fta .on that an Oath w« 
taken. I ftill think he did not fwcar; that is, that the Koran was not put ^ 
formal Manner in which Witnefles do fwcar; but I do not mean to f 

I rather believe he did not, bccaufe, being a Man ot fo high Rank, 1 rather think he would have 


avoided ic>. 

a Did you, in looking at thefe Affidavits, obferve whether Hydcr Beg’s Dcpofition was tran- 

L Kind of R«olkaion of looking « Hydo. Bog’. Affidavi. . I uk. i. fo. g.an..d 
he fworc in Perfian, and therefore it was tranllated. 

Q. Am 
9 
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Q. Am I to undcrftand, that you acquired no Knowledge of the Contents of any of thofc 
Affidavits, from that fubfequcnt Infpeftion you made of the Appendix to the Report of the 
Houle of Cdmrrions ? ^ 

A. I think I may take upon myfclf fafely to fwear, that I acquired none. I will not fay, that, 
in calling my Rye over, and looking at the 'lop and Bottom of the Affidavits, and the Aitcf- 
tations and Captions, that fomething might not have caught my Eye. 

Have you any Memory of any Thing that did ? 

A. I have not the lead Memory of it--, I have gathered much more of the Contents of thofe 
Affidavits fince my attending at this Houfe, than I did before. I have Icarnr, from an Honour- 
able Gentleman, that I lyder Beg laid nothing with refped: to the Begunis, bur, before, I thought 
he had. 

Why did you think Hydcr Beg had faid any Thing about the Begums before ? 

A. Becaufe I luppofc it would be in his Knowledge, and therefore 1 luppofe lie would give an 
Account of what he knew. 

Do yon then admit, that as this Rebellion, if it had exilted, mud have been in Hyder 
Beg’s Knowledge, Hydcr Beg’s Depofition containing no Account of it, mud be a drong Proof 
there was no fuch Rebellion ? 

A. I am no Party to the Caufe : 1 hope I dand an indifferent Witnefs before the Honfe. I do 
not mean to admit or deny it. If fuch a Conclufun arifes in your LbrdHiips Mind, yon will 
judge from the Affidavits. Whether it arofe in my Mind or no, 1 do not afliimc enough to think 
it would guide your Lordfhips Determination. 

Dixl you confider the Perfons whofe Affidavits you took, were atteding or fwearing to thefe 
Affidavits, as expreffive ot the whole Truth, and all they knew upon the Subject ? 

A. 1 had no Keafon to think otherwife-, Perfons coming voluntarily to depole before me, I 
fiiould ruppofe would depole the Truth. Any Body can determine jud as well as I can upon that 
Subjeft. 

Whether you had by Law Power to adminider an Oath in the Province of Oude ? 

A. I have anlvvcred before fcvcral Times, that undoubtedly my Jurifdidion did not extend 
there-, that I had no legal Aurhority to adminider an Oath there is mod certain : but I know that 
many Affidavits arc taken by thofc who have not legal Jurifditdion to adminider Oaths, in Matters, 
but not in Caules. A very high Authority has told me he has done it. 

Q. I (hould wifli to know who the Authority is ? 

A. Out of Decency and Refpeft to the Perlbn who told me fo, a very high Magidratc, I doubt 
whether I ought to mention his Name ; but if the Houfe think it is ncceflary to mention his 
Name, if that will be an Apology for me to the Noble l.ord, the Magiftrate, I have no Kind of 
Difficulty to name him j but this I affert, it is One of the highed Authorities in this Kingdom, 

{Crofs examined.) Whether the fcvcral Perfons who made the Affidavits were fworn by you in 
any, and what Form ? 

A. The Englilh Gentlemen were fworn in the Manner that Affidavits are taken in England. 
The Mahometans, or if there were any native Hindoos, 1 believe they were fworn according to 
what I underftand to be the folcmncft Manner in which Hindoos or Mulfulmen can fwear. 

Was the Qiicdion put to them, whether the Contents of their Affidavits were true ? 

A. Either that, or fomething to the Effcft, certainly. 

You have fpoke to the Notoriety of the Report of the Rebellion of the Begums, wliether 
any Circumdance came to your Knowledge afterwards, to induce you to dilbelieve that 
Report ? 

A. Yes, I have ; and that is, that the Houfe of Commons have entertained another Opinion, 
and, poffibly, have better Evidence than I have : no other Reafon. 

Whether you can inform the Houfe, whether the Treafures of Sujah ul Dowlah kept in the 
Zenana, became upon his Death the Property of his Succeflbr, or his Widow, or any other Per- 
fon, by the Law ot that Country ? 

A. I know nothing at all of that Subjcdl, or whofe Property it was : I do not take upon me to 
know any Thing of any Laws of the Country. 

Then a Letter was Ihewn to the Witnefs; and the following Queftion was put to 
him. 

You have been afkcd, with refpeft to that Letter bearing Dace the 19th of December 1781 : 
is that a Letter you received from Mr. Middleton ? 

A. Yes ; I believe it to be one of the Letters I delivered in to the Houfe of Commons, as having 
received from Mr. Middleton. 


Then 
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Then the following Extra6t was read from thejfame ; 

« My dear Sir Elijah, « Lucknow, the 19th December 1781. 

‘‘ I accept the Comprom'ife Mr. Haftings has offered me in rcfpc('l to Mr. Cator, and have this 
Day informed him fo. It is poffiblc, as wc both know the Governor is not very pundlual in an* 
fwering, or even reading Letters, that a Line from you, reminding him of the Convcrlaiion vou had 
with him on this Subjed, and prcffing his Compliance may be ncccffarv ; and 1 mull further rely 
upon you, my dear Sir, to get Mr. Collinlbn nominated Catcr’s Succeffor at Dacca, as on that 
Kvent reft his Hopes of getting rid of an expcnfive Houle he has there, which, exclulivc « f his 
pcrfonal Regard for Collinfon, I can take upon me to affure you is all the Interell he has in wiihing 
him to obtain the Appointment. We have ftrange Reports here of the Dil'pofition of oui 1 riends 
Colleagues below, which might alarm a more credulous Man than I am *, but I am deternuned to 
aivc no Ear to them until thc-y come to me from better Authoiity. A 1 lint from you, my dear Sir, 
on your Arrival at the Prefidency, how Matters are going on, will be very fatisfadory and ufelul. 
You may be alTured that any 'I hing of this Sort you may do me the Honour to communicate in 
Confidence (hall never go further. Your Friendfhip and good Offices in this particular Line, arc of 
the greater Confequence to me, as I have no Perlon about the (governor from whom I can cxpedl 
ufeful Information, or whofe Communications I could receive without Siifpicion. 

“ I think wc (hall yet have iome adlive Service in fully eftabhfhing the Mcalure of refuming 
the Jagheers. The Begum has oppoled the Aumil that was fent to take Charge of hers, and 
vows Vengeance, not nnly againft him and the Nabob, but againfl; tlie whole Country, if her 
Jagheer is touched. Her own Words to me and the Minifter are pretty expreffive of her Difpofi- 
non. ‘ If my Jagheer is touched, the whole Country lhall go with it.* She has a Numbci" of 
Men in Arms, which has obliged the Nabob to call for the Affiftance of another Regiment from 
Cawnpore. His Excellency proceeds to Fyzabad to lettlc other Matters on the 27th Inltant; the 
Mohurrum, he pleads, prevents his going iooncr. I think the Oppofition the Begum has given to 
the Meakire of reluming the Jagheer, which, as far as it concerns her, bcais not the Shadow of x- 
ception, as fhe is to receive the Value in ready Money, will be a full Jullification ol the t inure De- 
mantls his Excellency has to make upon her. With Rich a Dilpofition as (lie has betrayed, it would 
be the Excefs of F’olly to leave her in PofleOion of the Means of gratifying it.** 

Then the following Extract of a Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court of 
Dirertors. dated Fort William, nth February 1782, was read from Book 29, al- 
ready delivered in. 

‘‘ Honourable Sirs, Fort William, nth February 1782. 

Par. I. In our laft Letter from this Department by the Swallow Packet, dated 29th De- 
cember 1781, we informed you of the Detention of that Vcffel, for the Purpofe of canying 
home a complete Nairativc of the Governor Generars Proceedings while at Benares and Lliunar, 
which we daily expefted to receive from him. However, as the Length of this Paj;cr, and the 
great Number of References annexed to it, made it impuffiblc to fend them ilovvn founer th^n he 
did, and wc found it would require a long While to copy them after their Arrival, we deter- 
mined to difpatch the Swallow without them, judging that you would be impatient to hear from 
us on the Reftoration of Peace in the Diftridts of Benares, and to receive the lattll Accounts 
from Madras of the Situation of Affairs in the Carnatic. 

« 2. Wc determined, at tlie fame lime, to difpatch the Nancy Snow, Captain lliileinan, uith 
thefe Reports as foon as they could be prepared, and wc have now the Pleafurc to tranlmit them 
to you, a feparate Number in this Packet. 

“ 3, The above Papers contain fuch a full Account of all Tranfaftions of the Governor Gene- 
ral upon this Service, together with his Motives and Reafonings upon them, that we think it would 
be fuperfiuous to add any Thing of our own, but to recommend them to your attentive 
Pcrufal. 

“ 4. By thefe it will appear, that the Treachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, fupprtcd by the 
Difaffeftion and reftlcfs Dilpofition of the Bliow Begum, Mother to the Nabob of Oude, at J yza- 
bad, produced Infurrcdions in that Country, which till lately we were unapprized of, on account 
of the Communications between that Place and Benares being wholly cut oiF. 

“ 5. At the fame 'I’ime that the firft Information of thefe Diftuibances reached us, we were 
happy to hear that ihc7 had been quelled by the Accounts received there of the luccelsful Efforts 
of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnpore to the Relief of 
Colonel llannay, whofe Sepoys gave evident Proofs by their Dclcrtion that they had been tam- 
pered with, and he, with mod of his Officers, were in great Danger of their Lives, a Detachment 
under Lieutenant Gordon having been aftually attacked and cut ofi, and the Reft of the Corps 
being furrounded by the Rabble levied under Samftion of the Begum, avowedly for tlie Service of 

Kajah Cheyt Sing. rut 

‘‘ 6. I'hc Circumftance of thefe Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from hyzaban 
and by the Lift of Cheyt Sing’s Forces delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, in which 
^ 8 B 
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the Troops, faid to be come from Luckflbw, which formed a Part of his Strength, muft evidently 
be the fame (fmee they agree in Number) with thofe which Colonel Hannay declares to have been 
raifed, and fent to him from Fyzabad. 

(Signed at the End) 

Warren Haftingj, 
Edward Wheler, 

John Maepherfon.** 

(from a Lord ) To what Age docs a Man continue a Minor by the Laws of Hindoftan? 

^ There are different Periods for the Hindoos and the Muffulmen •, I could not give fuch an 
Anfwer upon Oath without reforting to Memorandums to afeertain it. 

Do you recolleft whether they continue Minors to the Age of Twenty-one, or nearly to 
what Age? 

A. 1 believe it is at an earlier Age they come to Majority. 

Q. Do you know who was the Perfon mentioned in one of the Affidavits, called Rajah Mufta- 
pha Khan ? 

A. I have not the leaft Rccolleftion of him at prefent j I might poflibly at the Time know him, 
but I do not now recollcft the Name. 

Q; Do you recolledl a Perfon deferibed as the Rajah of Gwallior ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you recolleft a Perfon who is called the Rajah Guggat Sing. 

A. I have not the leaft Recolleftion of him. 

When you took the folemn Declaration of the Rannce Golaub Kooer, where wa^ . that 
taken ? 

A. I believe the Queftion means, taking the Affidavit of the Mother of Cheit Sing : That was 
taken at t Place callra Ramnagur. 

When you fpoke about the Rebellion, which was as notorious in th^ Country, as the Re- 
bellion in Scotland was notorious in London in the Year 1745, did you mean to fpcak of the Re- 
bellion of Cheit Sing, or of the Rebellion of the Begums ? 

A. What I meant to fay was this, that it was as much in Converfation, as a notorious Fa<ft, 
that there was a Rebellion of the Begums, as that there was a Rebellion in 1745. I fpoke of it as 
notorious from Report. I do not take upon myfclf to know any of the Fails, to prove that there 
was a Rebellion. 

Q. Whether you recolleik the Day, or nearly the Day, when you left Chunar to go to 
Lu^now ? 

A. I arrived at Lucknow, I think, the afth of November •, I remember I left Chunar upon a 
Saturday, and that I was detained the Sunday and the greater Part of Monday in the Neighbour- 
hood of Illihabad at a Major Clarke’s, for the Want ot Bearers to go forward. I then went for- 
ward, and, as well as I can recoiled, I was Two Nights between Illihabad and Lucknow. The 
Dates 1 have not. 

You have faid, that the Fad of Swearing was all you meant to authenticate ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Do I underftand you to mean by that Expreffion, the Fad of Swearing as to the Subftance 
of the Affidavit ? 

A. The Fad of Swearing, that that Affidavit delivered to me was true. 

You have faid, that before any Perfon was fworn before you (I am fpeaking of any Native) 
he was alkcd, whether the Subftance was true ? 

A. 1 was alkcd that Queftion, whether that was not put to them ; I believe my Anfwer was, 
either that, or fomething to that Effed. 

Q^ Who had you with you, that undcrllood the Hindoftan l.angnage ? 

A. I underftand the Hindoftan Language, much more than for fuch a Purpofc ; both Hindoftan 
and Perfian, mucli more than for that Purpofe. 

What additional or greater Weight do you think was given to an Oath, fimply taken by you, 
and tendered in the Manner you have deferibed, than there would have been, if taken by any other 
Perfon capable of adminiftring an Oath ? 

A. I do not know any Perfon that was capable of adminiftring an Oath. My Idea was, that 
though 1 was ^yond my Jurifdidion, yet, as 1 was a public, well-known Charader.it would not 
be doubted, if 1 authenticated the Fad of the Affidavits having been fworn to j that it would gam 
Credit ; and had Mr. Haftings difpatched any of the Natives, I Ihould have thought it might 
bring an Imputation and a Doubt, upon the Veracity and Authenticity of the Affidavits. 


Am 
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a Am I to underftand, that, if you had not undertaljcn this Journey to Lucknow, no other 
Mc^od could have been adopted, to have taken thei'e Affidavits in an equally fufficient Manner, as 
they were taken before you ? 

A. I thought that my taking them would have given more Weight ; They certainly might have 
been taken before other Perfons i your Lordlhips will judge, whether that would have given them 
more or lefs Weight ; according to my Apprehenfion, my taking them did give greater Weight to 
the Faft of their having been taken. 

Am I to underftand, that it was the principal Objeft of your Journey into the Countiy ? 
a! It certainly was not the principal Objeft of my going to l.ucknow ; for had it been only for 
taking Affidavits, I Ihould not have proceeded to Lucknow ; but it was the principal Objeft of my 
taking a Journey at all. 

Would an Equivalent have been granted for the Jaghires to the Begiim«, or any Terms kept 
with them, when the Treaty of Chunar was figned, it Mr. Haftings had believed them to be in 
an aftual State of Rebellion f 

A. I never heard Mr. Haftings fay any Thing upon that Subjeft. 


Q. What is the Diftance between Chunar and Calcutta ? 

A. I think they reckon it to Patna about Four Hundred Miles, and 1 ffiould fuppofe, 1 fpeak 
from Guefs, that Chunar might be One Hundred and Fifty or Two Hundred Miles from Patna. 

<T How long was you in taking that Journey from Calcutta to Chunar ? 
a! From Calcutta to Chunar, I did not take my Journey direft. The Occafion of my leav- 
ing Calcutta was this. The Governor General and Council had requefted me to vifit the Stations 
where the Courts of Jufticc are kept. For tliat Purpofc I fet out from Calcutta. When I had 
got to Mongheer, in my Way to Patna, One of the Stations I was to vifit, 1 there received a 
Ihort Note from Mr. Haftings, and a long Letter from Mr. Sullivan his Secretary. Mr. Haf- 
tings, in his (hort Note, acquainted me there had been a Revolution at Benares s but he was in 
fuch Agitation, he could not write the Particulars, but referred me to Mr. Sullivan for tliem -, 
and requefted I would, as foon as poffibly I could, after the Troubles were lubfidcd, io as 1 
might travel fafely, come to him at Benares. I went to Patna, and the Troubles ot the Coun- 
try made my Miffion to that Place, with refpeft to the Adawlut, the Courts of Jufticc, totally 
abortive. I then ftaid, I believe. Four or Five Days. All the Knglifli in the Country were 
much alarmed, and were near quitting Patna. I was apprehenftvc my quitting Patna, imme- 
diately upon coming there, would fpread the Alarm more. 1 therefore remained at Patna, to 
give a Confidence to the People, longer than I ftiould have done if I had confultcd my own 
Safety. I then returned to Baglepore, at which Place I received feveral Letters from Mr. 
Haftings, who was then confined in the Fort of Chunar. He fent many of them by fccrct 
Meflengers, fome inclofed in ^ills. The laft Letter I received from Mr. Haftings informed 
me that the Country was quiet, and prefled me to come up t and every Letter I received 
from Mr. Haftings was more and more preffing to me to come up, on Account, as I undcr- 
ftood, of the Exigencies in which he then was. During the Time that I rcfulcd in Calcutta, as 
I held a very high Office, I did not think my Duties to the State always fatisfied, Amply by 
the Execution of my Office. If I could ferve the State any otherwife, I thought it my 
Duty to do it and there arc many and many Inftanccs in whicli I have done it. '1 his is One 
of thofc Cafes which I thought called upon me, and for that Reafon I attended Mr. Haftings at 
Benares, conceiving the Difficulty he was in was the Reafon of his calling me there, to conlult 
with me what he ftiould da That was the Occafion of my going up to Benares, and that was the 
Occafion of being a long Time upon my Journey and though it is thrown out as degrading to me, 
bearing the Office of Chief Jufticc of Calcutta, that I condcfcendeci to be the private Secretary and 
Amanuenfis of Mr. Haftings, ading from the Impreffions I did, I felt it very differently ; I felt that, 
in the Situation I was in, it was a Duty incumbent on me to give every Alliftancc I could to Mr. 
Haftings, and every Affiftance to the State: And with that View I attended Mr. Haftings ; witli 
that Vww I went to Lucknow ; with that View I took the Affidavits ; and with that View I gave 
the Opinion I did to Mr. Haftings: That this is not a folitary A ft ion of mine, if tjie Annals of 



vice to my Country 


Q. Did you hear of thofe Troubles at Benares firft at Calcutta ■ . u* , 

jt I did not : I left Calcutta foon after Mr. Haftings left it. I fay foon; it may be a fort- 
night, Three Weeks, or a Month. 

Q. How far is Mongheer from Patna ? 

A. Mongheer from Patna, I take to be about Fourfcorc Miles. 

Q, I wifti to know your Reafon for giving the Advice you did, after taking the Affidavits 
Did 


you conceive it to your Duty ? 

A. I did not conceive it to be my Duty. 


Q. Afting 
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Afting in the Capacity of Mr* Haftings’s Advifcr and Inflrument, you have declared your 
Opinion, that the Rebellion was the onJ^ juilifiable Ground for feizing their Treafures; to fuggeft 
which to ?v1r. MKidlcton, was one of the Objeds of your Journey to Lucknow? 

A. 1 did nut lay, I aded as an Inftrumcnt to Mr. Haftings. 

Q. But you ac^ted as his Advifcr ? 

A. 1 certainly did. 

Did you confider it as material to you, to know the Contents of the Affidavits that were 
takui tor the Purpole of verifying the Rebdiion, and to judge of the Propriety of the Advice you 
had given, or were afterwards to give, refpeding the Rebellion. 

A. I did nor. I gave my Advice hypothetically, that if the Fads are fo, the Confequcnces follow. 
1 did not afluine lo know the Fads*, I would not have taken upon myfelf the Rclponfibility of 
laying, tiicie Fads arc lo, and draw the Conlequences too. 

(from a Lord). Whether you advifed Mr. Haftings to obtain Affidavits, for the Purpofc of 
enabling him to fegregate luch only as fhould anfwer his Piirpofe, 

A. No, I did not-, it was for the Purpofe of afeertaining tht Fads in his Narrative. My 
Advice w.is g enerally for him to get Affidavits to authenticate the Fads j what Ufe Mr. Haftings 
would make ol them afterwards I was not anfwerablc for : I meant he (hould take Affidavits of the 
Fads, and annex them to his Narrative. 

(F Whether you have any Means of afeertaining, whether all the Affidavits you took are pub- 
MIkU in Mr. IJaftings’s Narrative; and whether all the Contents of fuch as arc annexed to the 
Narrative arc fully given ? 

A. None at all; I thought Mr. Haftings a Man of Veracity, and that he would publifti the 
Wh(dc. 

In the Advice you gave Mr. Haftings, how did you intend the Publick (hould be fatisfied 
that the Affidavits were publifhed as they were taken f 

A. I thought the Publick would give that Credit to Mr. Haftings that he had publiffied the 
Affidavits as they were brought ; Credit muft be given fomewhere ; if no Credit whatever is to be 
given, I do not know how any Fads can be authenticated. 

CF Whether it would not have contributed more to authenticate the Fads to the Publick, if 
you yourlelf luid examined into the Fads, and added the Weight of your Charadcr and Situation 
to the b’xamination ? 

A. No, I think not; becaufe I think it would have been a very extraordinary Tranfadion; and 
that 1 fliuuld have acquired more Imputation upon myfelf than Authenticity to the Affidavits. 

Whether you think Mr. Middleton could not have done exadly what you did by going there ? 

A. I do ; but Mr. Middleton was Mr. Haftings’s confidential Agent; and I fhould doubt much 
whether the fame Credit would be given to Affidavits, which he might have given his Sandion to, 
as would be given to Affidavits to which I gave my Sandion. 

Q^Did you know, at the Time you took thofc Affidavits, whether there was any Idea of a Profe- 
ciuion commenced or intended by the Houfe of Commons againft Mr. Haftings ? 

A. As totiic Idea of a Profecution, ceitainly not; 1 thought the Revolution of Benares fo ex- 
traordinary an I'.vcnt, that it would probably be very ftridly inquired into ; with refped to the 
Aftair of the Begums, I thought it fo clear, that no Inquiry whatfoever would be made into it. 

(dh Flad you at that Time heard of any Inquiry likely to be made into Mr. Haftings^s Condud 
in India ? 

A. I am not quite fure whetlier I heard it then, or whether I heard it foon after my Return to 
Calcutta; but certainly, fomething very near the Time, it was known in India that there would be 
an Inquiry into the Condud of Mr, Haftings. 

Q. If that was the Cafe, was it not particularly prudent for Mr. Haftings, under thofc Circum- 
ftanccs, to take every legal Method to prove the Reditude of his Condud ? 

A. That Idea was very (Irongly impreflecl upon my Mind. 

(L (ly a Lord.) Whether you declared that the Idea of feizing the Treafure of the Begums ori- 
ginated with you, and was not a Meafurc propofed by Mr. Haftings to you, for your Opinion, be- 
fore the Bufinefs ; or, on the contrary, whether the Meafure was fuggefted by you to Mr. Haftings ? 

A. It originated' in a Converfation with Mr. Haftings ; I am not certain whether the Idea origi- 
nated with me or with him, but the Inclination of my Opinion has always been that the Idea ori- 
ginated with me ; 1 have certainly had Reafon, from fubfcquenc Converfations, to think that I naay 
have been miilakcn, for I underftand that Mr. Middleton did not fo underftand it; I thought 
when I communicated it to him it was new to Mr. Middleton, but in my Converfation Vith 
Mr. Middleton, he Teemed to think it was not new at that Time. I have had a very recent Con- 
verlation with a Gentleman very much concerned in the Affairs of Mr. Haftings, Major Scott, and 
from him I am told that the original I.dca came from a Man of the Name of Ibrahim Cawn, em- 

7 ployed 
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nlovcd by Mr. Haftings at Benares after the Revolution, but I thought at the Time it originated 
with me, from the Manner in which Mr. Haftings received it v and whether it was fo or no 1 cannot 
politivcly lay* 

(h Managers.) In Mr. Haftings’s Second Defence there is this PalTagc: “ The F.ift 
un^obiedly is, that not only in confenting to the Seizure of the Treafures on t!ic Nabob’s firft 
Requifition to me, on the zd of December 1781, but in ftrcniioufly encouraging and lupporting 
the Mcafure, fo far as to defirc Sir Elijah Impey, on his leaving Cluinar, in November 1781, to 
mention the Subjed, as from me, to Mr. Middleton, for the exprefs Furpofe of dcfiring him to 
converfe upon it with the Nabob, and even to encourage the Nabob to make the I'ropofuion to 
nic {a)" The Fact undoubtedly is fo, fays Mr. Haftings. Now I wilh to know, whether you 
now dilbelieve the Fad fo averred by Mr. Haftings f 

A. I believe the Whole of it; but I cannot reconcile it to my own Mind, that there waa 
any Propofition to Mr. Middleton, to propofe it coming through the Nabob. 1 have had 
Converfation with Mr. Middleton fince upon the Subject, and Mr. Middleton has told me the Na- 
bob was ever dcfirous of feizing the Begums Treafures, and, before the Rebellion, he Wanted to 
do it. Mr. Middleton is here, and will be able to give a better Account of that. There is a 
Part in one of my Letters which feems to contradid that, becaufe I there wrote to Mr. Middleton, 
that what the Nabob had propofed Mr. Haftings highly approved, and would have himlelf adviled. 
I cannot reconcile that with my having procured the Propofition, througli Mr. Middleton, from 
the Nabob, bccaufe my Letter fays. If the Nabob had not propofed it, Mr. Haftings would. 


Q. Do you recoiled Mr. Middleton to have faid in his Letter, “ Your Plcafurc refpeding 
the Begums 1 have learned through Sir Elijah impey?” 

A. Certainly. 

Q Can you doubt you took that Pleafure from Mr. Haftings to Mr. Middleton ? 

^ No : But that it was propofed by Mr. Middleton to the Nabob, that the Nabob fliould 
make the Propofition, I do not recoiled : It might have been fo, that Mr. Middleton might have 
done fo- but I do not recoiled or believe that any Thing of that Kind paffed between Mr. Mid- 


dleton and me. 


I underftand you then dircdly to contradid this undoubted Fad as ftated by Mr. 

A. f do not mean to contradid the Fad, or admit the Fad : I give my Evidence : If that Evi- 
dence cither fopports or contradids it, that is in the Judgment of the Lords. 


Q. You have ftated, as a Juftification for your ^oing to Lucknow to take thofe Affidavits, 
that you conceive a confiderable Sufpicion would have attached upon the Circumftance, if they 
were taken by Mr. Middleton as the confidential Agent of Mr. Haftings : I wiffi to know, whether 
the Circumftance of Mr. Middleton’s drawing up the Affidavits, and bringing all the Witneflcs 
to you, did not make the Tranfadion equally liable to Sufpicion ? „ 

A. I do not know that thofe Fads cxifted, that Mr. Middleton did draw the Affidavits, or 

bring the Witneflcs. 


Q. That is, upon your own Evidence ? r • 1 1. u 

^ I hope your Lordlhips will give Leave for that to be cleared up / 
were drawn up^by Mr. Middeton : I beg that to be cleared up: For if I ‘ / 

did it without any Authority -, becaufe I know of no Fad to lead me to underftand that Mr. Mid- 
dleton or Mr. Johnfon drew them. 


Then the following Queftion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk {b). 

Q. Who introduced to you the Witneflcs that were to depofe ? t 1 

^ I believe that moft of the Witneflis were introduced by Mr. Middleton or Mr. Jolinfon ; a. 
well as I can recoiled, I had with me no Moonihy, that is, an Interpreter, nor any Servant who 
could ad in that Capacity. 

The Managers for the Commons obferved, that was not the Palliigc they alluded to. 
The Witnefs faid, 

A Without vour Lordftiips having the Trouble to refer to that Book again, I beg Leave to ave 
i. o/poMon if fhavc. b, Wd fo, I did « .o f.y fo. and had 

no Authority to fay fo > taking upon me the Chance whether I did fay fo or n . 

Q, Did you take any Depofition of Hoolas Roy at Benares ? 

• f t . V 1* 1 \C •inirsnrvfr fn^ A 

A. I do not know 
obferved Hoolas Roy 


AT I do not kiM>w thafl^did^V it appears Affidavits I undou^^^^^^ 

is a Name mentioned to me in the Memorandums, 1 betore laia i nao 


have 

from 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 366, Par. 3. 
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Mr. Midilleton, therefore f recollcft tht Name “ Hoolas Roy, of Fyzabad, otdcrcd to wait upon 
t 1 ie Governor at Chanar have that Memorandum, that is all I know of it j poffibly I did take 
that Affidavit. • 

Whether you have ever heard any Caufe affigned, why that Affidavit was fupprefled, and did 
not appear amongft the others ? 

A. I do not know that it was fupprefled ; the Fa 6 k of caking it I am not furc of : All I know of 
it is, I have a Memorandum from Mr. Mkldleton, that he was ordered to attend at Chunar. 

The Managers for the Commons defired, the following Pallage from the Solemn 
Declaration ot the Rannee Golaub Kooer, might be read; the fame was read from 
the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, already delivered in. 

With Rcfpefl to Cheyt Sing’s having, from of old, an improper Corrcfpondence with the 
Begurris at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Barraitch and Gooruckpore, the Declaration of the above 
R jnnec is as follows : 

* Since two Years, on Account of the Enmity of Cheyt Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur and 
« refidcd in another Dwelling *, and Cheyt Sing had always afted towards me with fuch Enmity and 
/ Oppofition, as cannot be deferibed — How therefore (hould he have acquainted me with his Cor- 

• relpondcnces ? But I have heard, from Report, that he had in many Places improper Cor- 

* relpondcnces 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Q. This Teflimony appears to be upon Interrogatories *, by what Means did this Depofition 
come in this Shape, and whether it was not in Anfwcr to Interrogatories put to the Rannee ? 

A. I have not the lead llecollcflion of any Interrogatories being put to the Rannee : I remem- 
ber attending at Ramnagur, and being led to a little Door with a Curtain over it, behind which 
flic far, and I there took the Atteftation ; I have not the lead R^colleftioii that it was by Inter- 
rogatories, I fliould rather think not. 

, (y (from a Lord.) You have fpoken of the Manner in which you think Mr. Haftings received 
the rropofition for feizing the Begums Treafure; ftate to the Court, what was the Manner in 
which Mr. Mailings received the Propofliion for feizing the Treafure. 

A. I only rccollevd in general, that Mr. Haftings did not mention it as a Thing that he had thought 
of before ; I underftood, in that Converfation, it was new, by his not making the Obfervation, that 
he had thought of this Subjeft before, or fomething of that Kind. 

Q. (from a Lord.) As you have faid, that you could not anfwcr the Qiieftion afked, relative to 
what Age a l^erlon ccafcd to be a Minor, without looking into your Memorandums ; I wifh to nfk, 
whether you have in your Pofleffion any Paper, by infpedling which, you can give ns certain Iti- 
form-ition upon the Subjed ? 

A. If 1 laid Memorandums, I meant rather to look into Books of the Hiftory of the Country, 
and Accounts of their Laws ; 1 do not know that I have any particular Books, that other Gentlemen 
arc not furnilhcd with ; I believe it is a Fad very cafily afeertained. 

You have ftated, that the Revolution of Benares appeared to you of fo much Confequence, that 
it was very probable it might be, and would be enquired into very minutely ; and you have added, 
that the Fads refpeding the Begums were fo clear, you did not exped any Inquiry was likely to 
take place upon that Subjed : What is the Idea you entertained of the Fads refpeding the Begums 
being fo dear ? 

A. I meant only, that I then underftood it was notorioufly known, that there had been a Rebellion, 
and I underftood the Propofition, that the Piince of a State may feize the Lffeds of any Subjeds 
that are in Ucbcllion, to be a very clear Propofuion; I had in my Mind alfo, no Doubt ot the 
Rebellion, 

Had you any other Caufe of Knowledge, refpeding the Fads you now deferibe, except the 
common Report of the Country ? 

A. I had no other Knowledge whatever but that Report ; 1 mull likewife fay I collcded that 
Report alfo very much from Converfation with Mr. Haftings, with whom I converfed much more 
than with any other Perfon at Chunar; People continually coming in were telling of it, and all 
reported, in the fame Manner, that there had been a Rebellion *, I never heard it c 5 ntradiftcd» 
the leaft Surmlfc thrown out that Ihc Reports Were not true. 

What do you mean by the Word Rebellion, as applied to the Begums ? 

A. I applied the Word Rebellion in two Senfes: one, the difed Meaning of the- Word Rebel- 
lion, the other, which has not fo dired a Meaning: I underftood the Begums to be in Kebdlion 
againft the Nabob, I underftood them likewife to be in a Confpiracy to extirpate tbeEngUflij the 
latter probably may not be fo properly called It 11^111011. 


(a) Vide fii|)ra, Page 246. 
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Q, Whether you did not make the following Anfwer to a Queftion put to you upon a former 
gxa'iiination : “ What was Mr. Haftings’s Condition at that Time ?” A. “ I have before ftated to 
the Committee wliat Mr. Haftings had himfclf laid of his Situation. The Co:npany’s Affairs 
were at that Time, to all Appearance, in a very ruinous Condition, To retrieve tlie Condition 
of the Company was the profeffed Objeft of Mr. Haftings in going up tl-.c Country • his 
principal Objedts were Refources from Benares and Oude : At Benares he had been defeated 
ot his Furpole, a horrid Malfacre had taken Place there, a Revolution had t.;ken Place at 
lienares. Mr. Haftings was lately releafed from a Conhnement in the Garrifon at Chunar; the 
“ whole Country of Oude had been in Arms, and Part of it was ftill fo •, he was likewife dc- 
“ feated in his Purpofe of going up to Oude, having obtained Nothing for the Company ; 

.c he had incurred great Relponfibility from the Events that had happened ; that was the .State 
“ Mr. Haftings was in, which I conceived to be that of real Diftrefs I wifli to know if that 
was not the Witnefs’s Anfwer ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant obje6led to the Queftion. 

Tell now, according to your Memory, what was Mr. Haftings’s Condition at Chunar ? 

A. I certainly underftood his Condition to be that of real Diftrels. — To the laft Queftion that 
was afked me before I retired from your Lordfhips Bar, when I was here before, with refpeft to 
the Manner of enforcing Debts of Women, I then faid, I did not know officially, but 1 recol- 
Kdcd afterwards that I had by me Proof of what it was ; and that is likewife the Subjed-matter 
of a Letter to the Secretary of State. The Manner is, if they want to enforce Debts from Wo- 
men, they enclofe their Habitations with a great Number of Hircarrahs, and tliey Itarve them to a 
Compliance. — I muft beg Leave, before I retire from your Lordfhips Bar, to make an Obferva- 
tion witli refpect to the particular Predicament in which I ftand, and from thence your Lordlhips 
will judge what Credit my Teftimony deferves ; and I hope, by ftating it to your Lordlhips, ic 
will lave tlae Honourable Managers a confidcrable Degree of Trouble in taking from the Force and 
Credit of my Teftimony. I am at prefent charged by an I lonourable Member of the Houle of 
t ommons with .a Conipiracy with Mr. Haftings to murder Nunducomar I am likewife charged 
hcfoie the Houle of Commons with having collufively and corruptly taken an Office-, lam, which 
is much more material, charged before the Houle of Commons upon the very Fads to which 1 
have been this Day examined. — Of my Credit your Lordlhips will judge from thel'e Circumftanccs ; 
but I have a Matter of Complaint to make to your Lordlhips, which I dcfire to be received in 
the Nature of a Proteft j and that is, that in the Impeachment againft Mr. Haftings, I am ftated 
to have aded an odious and treacherous Part with regard to the taking of thefe Affidavits. I am 
not at prefent impeached before your Lordlhips, I therefore have no Opportunity to anfwer that 
Charge ; I beg therefore it may ftand upon the Minutes, as it does upon the Impeachment, that I 
make my Proteft againft having been charged where I cannot anfwer. This comes the more 
heavy upon me, becaufe it comes from a great Authority, the Managers for the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 




) 
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T he Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that One of the Charges againll: the Pi incefles 
of Oude being, that they principally excited the Commotions in Baraitch and Go- 
ruckpore, they fliould next proceed to Ihcw, that thofe Commotions exilfed long 
before it was pretended the Begums had fhewn any Marks of DilatfeCtion, and that 
they were intircly owing to other Caufes, and principally to the ConduCT: of thofe who 
accufed the Begums. 

Read, the following Extrad from the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, begin- 
ning at Page 8 of the fame. 

“ By 3 Defpotifm fo malignant, and a Condudl fo ofFcnfivc, and even dangerous to our Exift- 
cnce, as have been manifefted by the Begums, without the Imallcd Injury or Provocation on 
our Parts, they have forfeited all Claim to that Protedfion which we alTbrtied them, in ex- 
ading from the Nabob, at the Time that Mr. Briftow afllfted him in obtaining 30 Lacks of 
Rupees from them, a Promife to our Government, that thole Ladies (hould en)oy full Poflel- 
fion of their Jaghires unmolefted. — We liave a Right to withdraw this Prottdion when they arc 
no longer worthy of it, and to provide againd their Machinations, by a Conceflion of that Pledge 
which afforded them the Means of injuring and opprefling us. 

“ The Begums will fulfer no adual Lois by the Refumptions of the Jaghires, except of an In- 
fluence which they have invariably employed to the molt pernicious Purpofes againit One State 
which had conferred, and another which had fecured and proteded them (a).’’ 


Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, and produced Book iiS, intituled, 
“ Secret Governor General and Council, 13th January to 31ft March 1777.” 


Read, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Governor General and Council, 
dated Lucknow, the 22d January 1777, from a Confultation of 17th bebruary 1777, 
beginning at Page 290 of the fame Book. 


« Fort William, the 17th February 1777. 
“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, PrcfideiUi 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
Richard BarwdI, 7 j,.. 
Pliilip rrancis, J ^ 


** Another great Abufe which prevails is, the Contempt wiih whicli the Vi/.icr’s Authority is 
treated. His Orders are ill executed. His IVrwannahs difregarded, even in the neighbouring 
Diltrifts to the Capital, unlefs accornpanied by fimd.ir ones troin the IVrfjn iiiiHR di«itt ly in 
Charge of the l^rovince. In fomc cliftant Parts ol the Country neither his h.xccllency nor his Au- 
mils arc much rcgardejil. The Gurrockporc Diflrift particularly, can haidly I)e laid to be under 
the Vizier’s Government, as it is held by Zemindars who pay little Obedience to ilic Aumih, and 
difeharge their Revenues with great Irregularity. 

ic Lucknow, (Signed at the F.nd) John Biiftow (ij. 

the 22d January 1777. 


Pi-p. 

Mijii'l.iy . 


8 D 


Read, 


(d) Vide fupra, Page 141. 


(^) Vide Appendix, N“ LV. 
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1 huffdiy. 
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Read, alfo, Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General and 
Council, dated Lucknow, nth February 1777, from a Confultation of 26th February 
1777, beginning at Page 354 of the fame Book. ' ^ 

“ Fort William, 26th February 1777. 

“ At a Council *, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haltings, Governor General, Prefident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Richard BarweiL and"! ■cf ■ 

Philip Francis, J* 

“ Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General and Council, dated Lucknow 

the II th February 1777. * 

The Country of Gorruckpore, particularly that Part which lies contiguous to the Moun- 
tains, although not in adlual Rebellion, is fo far unfettlcd, as fcarcely to be deemed a Part of the 
Vizier’s Dominions. The Revenue of that Diftrift is rated at 560,000 Rupees; but, from the 
Manner in which the Payments have hitherto been made, I do not apprehend that more than Half 
that Amount will be realized ; And the Reafon which the Aumul aiTigns for this Failure is, the 
Number of Zemindars on the Confines of the Province, who, being in PoflcITion of Mud Forts, 
withhold tlicir Revenue, under various Pretexts, until extorted from them by Force. Under thefe 
Circumllances, the Charge of the Army ncceffary to be kept up, in that one Diftrift, is almoft 
equal to the Amount of the Collections. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) Nath. Middleton, 

the nth February 1777. Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court (a).” 

Read, from Book 54, already delivered in, a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Mr. 
Middleton, dated November 29th 1780, from a Confultation of i6th January 1781, 
beginning at Page 155 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 16th January 1781. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Mailings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

And Edward Wheler, Efquire. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc, K. B. abfent on Command at the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George. 

“To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Collcftor of the Vizier’s Afllgnments to the Honourable 

Company. 

“ Sir, 

“ I beg Leave to fubmit to your Perufal the inclofed Copies of Two Letters I had the Ho- 
nour to addrefs to the late Rcfident, on the SubjeA of the Recal of the Battalion of Sepoys of 
the Second Brigade, which was ordered to alTill in the Reduflion of Zalim Sing, and the other 
rebellious Rajahs inhabiting the Country between Goonda and Goruckporc, and to inform you, 
that in confequcnce of its Removal at fo critical a Junfturc, the Aumil has totally loft his Au- 
thority in no Icfs than Thirteen Purgunnahs, and their Collcftions have been almoft entirely 
ftopped tor upwards of Two Months; nor tan his Authdrity be eftabliflied without the Afilftance 
of a Battalion. As this Event involves the Fate of the Company’s T unka upon thcle Diftriifts, I beg 
Leave to fubmit to you the Expediency of procuring him the neceflary AlTiftance as foon as polTiblc. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) Alex. Hannnay, 

“ November Commanding the Troops ftationed for 

ij^o. the Service of the Collections of Goo- 

ruckpore and Baraitch (i).” 

Read, alfo, the following Extra6l from the fame Book and fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 149. 

“ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

“ Conformably to your Inftruftions I have the Honour to enclofe for your Information, Copies of 
the Letters from his Excellency the Vizier, and my Letters accompanying them, both in Applica- 
tion to the Commanding Officers at Cawnpore and Futtyghur, for the Affiftance of Two Battalions, 
to act in the Service of the Collection of the Vizier’s Alignments to the Honourable Company. For 
the Caufes particularized in thofe Letters I (hall be careful to return thefc'Battalions upon the earlaft 
Information of their having accomplilhed the Service required, the precife Period of which it is 
impoffiblc now to forefee or preferibe. 

“ Lucknow, I have, &c. 

3d Dec. 1780. Nathaniel Middleton, Colleftor of 

the Vizier’s Affignments to tlie 
Honourable Company (r).” 


(a) Vide .\ppcndix, N LVI. (e) Ibid. 

/ />) ViJt‘ Appendix, N" LVII. / 

Read, 
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Rend, aH<>, from the fame Book and fame ConfuUation, Extras of a Letter from 
the Nabob Viaier to Major Crawford, beginning aj Page 152 of the fald Book. 

« Zalkn Sing, &c. Zemindars Krajy are raifing Commotions in the Mahals of Amooda, 
Beraiche Goreepoor, by which great Injury is done to the Sirkar. It is therefore ncceffary, that on 
the Receipt of this Letter, you march with your Battalion and crofs the River Ganges, where you 
will, agreeable to the Directions of Colonel Hannay, exert yourfclf for the Punilhment of the Re- 
volters, and the Settlement of all Matters, that the Money due to the Sirkar may be recovered. As 
the Commotions of Zalim Sing,&c. have already been of long Continuance, it is ablolutcly nc- 
ceflary that, immediately on the Receipt of this Letter, you crofs the Ganges with the Battalion i 
I lhall fend another Army for the AflFairs of Khirabad, but you arc not to wait till their Arrival. 

(Signed) True Copies. 

“ N. Middleton (<;).” 


To prove the high Opinion Mr. Haftings had of Major Naylor, 

Read, from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book A, already delivered in, an ExtraCf of a 
Letter from Major Palmer to Major Naylor, dated 4th November 1781, beginning at 
Page 40 of the fame Book. 

“ Extract, dated Benares, the 4th November 1781, from Major Palmer. 

“ I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that the Governor, truly fenfiblc of, and highly approv- 
ing your Conduct on the late Service, for the Afliftance of Colonel Hannay, atKl Protection of the 
Country beyond the Gogra, has exprefled his Satisfaction to Colonel Morgan, and rcqudled him 
to continue you on that Service. 

» Major Naylor. (Signed) W» Palmer.” 


Read, alfo, from the fame Book, a Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, 
dated Camp, Sakrora, November 1781, beginning at Page 40 of the fame Book. 

“ Dear Sir, 

« I am adviled by Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, that the large Patellas, with Platforms for 
tranfporting Ordnance over the fcveral Nullas in thefe Diftrids, are his private Property, and that 
he intends taking them away as foon as it may not be attended with Inconvenience to me.— And 
advifes me there are many of the fame kind of Patellas, the Projrerty of the Nabob, fem from l-’yzabad 
to crofs his Detachment at Byramgaut, to replace them, out of that Number. As 1 would not 
chufe to interfere in any Thing the Property of the Nabob, requeft your Advice thereon.— .Since 
writing the above, I have fent for the Manjy at the Gaut here, to enquire how loon he thinks the 
Serjoy will be fordable -, but, to my great Aftonifoment, I find the Gaut Boat was taken away 
two Days ago. Had I had an Idea that they would have been fo fuddcnly taken away, I moll 
aflurcdly would have taken Steps to have prevented it, until others could have been provided to 
have replaced them.— The Serjoy and Tcrcc are the only Nullas I have feen, and they will neither 
of them be fordable for feme Time, fo that, if I march, I mull liave the Mortification to be 
detained making Bridges : The Boats were of a fmalj Value.— I would have paid for them with 
Pleafure, had I fufpeCted thefe being withdrawn before others had been provided — Your Brother, no 
Doubt, acquaintcu you with what Rcadinefs I fprung to the Afliftance and Relief ot Colonel 
Hannay ; and I muft fay, that I have met with a different Return to what 1 might have expedted. 
—I received Colonel Hannay^ Letter the 7th, that he would not put me to any Inconvenience, 
and the Boat was taken away from the Serjoy the next Morning. I'he Boats could not have been ot 
the fmalleft Service to me, as I am not, nor cannot be, the lead apprehenflve ^ and the Aumili will 
always furnifli any that may be wanted for me. 

« ramn Sakrora I 

NovJmfcr , 78? “ yo- "loll obedient humble Servant, 

“ Nath. Middleton Efquire. (Signed) !•. Naylor. 

Read, alfo, from fame Book, a Letter from Mr. Naylor to Mr. Middleton, dated 
Camp, Sakrora, November i, 1781, beginning at Page 29. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Hefident at the Vizier’s Court, 

« tour’s of the 28th Ultimo, I was favoured with Ycftcrday, as / 

clearly and pcrfeftly underftand; and have now the Pleafure to aflure '’''"A ^ 

not the fmaUeft Danger of my not fettling the new Aiimil agreeable to his Wifhes and the M 
boL's T anf I you wilf fignify to the Nabob 

this Mark of his Favour, in detaining my Regiment for the Purp g 

the Provinces of Gooruckpofe and Baraitch. 


(a) Vide AppcndlK, N” LVll. 
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« How fuch an Idea could have operated in the Minds of any People, that there is a Rifle 
of my Regiment not afting here with Safety, I cannot conceive. True it is, that if there was 
any Kil1<, it was when I firu came to th^ Relief of Colonel Hannay, when the whole Country had 
revolted, from one End to the other, and had colleftcd, aflifted with fevcral Pieces of Ordnance 
which they had with them when Colonel Hannay’s People, in Part, had laid down their Arms, and 
he had not the fmallclt Dcpendance on the reft. If there was any Rifle, it was then ; but fo far 
to the contrary, I marched, when they were coliefted in the mod formidable Body, attacked them, 
and gave them an Overthrow, taking their Guns, &c. See. 

“ My Return from Goonda to this Place, has no Doubt encouraged Hindooput and his Ad- 
herents a good Deal •, and as the whole Country are waiting impatiently for People authorized to 
adjuft and eollecl:, the fooner the Aumils are arrived here the better, as the Year is now far ad- 
vanced, and the difafTcftcd Rajahs, &c. are ufing Violence with the Riots all over the Country. 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

‘‘ Camp, Sakrora, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

November i, 1781. (Signed) T. Naylor.*' 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, a Letter from Major Naylor to Mr, Middleton, 
dated Camp Goonda, Oftober 19th 1781, beginning at Page 34. 

Dear Sir, Camp Goonda, O6lober 19th I78[. 

“ I did myidf the Plcafure to addrefs you the nth inftant : My Regiment is at the End of 
this Month I'hree Months in Arrears, and I fliall efteem myfclf obliged, if you will advance me 
the Month of Auguft’s Pay, cither upon the Abitrafts or upon my Receipt for the Amount, 
which can be fent as Cafh to the Paymaller at Futty Gur: The People keep at a Diltance, are 
in a very dillrafted Situation, and call out tor the proper People as Fouzdars to lettlc and adjuft 
among them. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) T. Naylor." 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middle- 
ton, dated Camp, Sakrora, November 22ci 1781, beginning at Page 54. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 

“ Sir, 

‘‘ Your Favour of the 7th inftant I did not receive till laft Night: It direfts me upon a Piece of 
Service in the Diftrift of the Aumil of Goonda, and againrt Rajah Jallam Sing and other inde- 
pendant Zemindars in that Neighbourhood, who have fome of my Harcarras in Confinement, and 
arc gaining Strength every Day. The Aumil Lall Monfookall is not yet arrived from Lucknow, 
but his Naib informs me, that he is expefted the 25th or 26th, with whom I will be prepared to 
march. 

‘‘ I am exceedingly in Arrears, and beg the Favour you will addrefs the Aumils to advance me 
Three Months I'ay, and afterwards as it may become due; for which I will grant a Receipt. 

“ This (Country, Barrich, is juft now very quiet; I do not hear of any Part of it being in the 
lead Difordcr. 

f ‘‘ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

‘‘ Camp Sakrora, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

November 22d 1781. T. Naylor." 

To prove that nothing was neceflary to re-cftablifli the Tranquillity of the Country, 
but to rellorc it to its former Confidence : 

Read, from the fame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr, Middleton, 
dated Camp, Pool Gout, January 8, 1782, beginning at Page 82. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ As 1 am under the Ncccflrity of fending you the Account of the laft Supply of Ca(h from 
the Aumil for the proper Batta to be fixed, it is very little Trouble to infert the for^ier Sums, as 
you have left the Account at Lucknow, that you may adjuft the Whole together. 

“ I have confidered fincc you left me more fully the Matter that I was fpcaking to you of Ra* 
jah Hindooput, and requeft to refer it to your Confidcration. 

‘ That is, as I feized him, and as his Family, fincc his Confinement, has been frequently dc- 
‘ ceived, and for which his Brother offers to come to me, but on no Account to the Aumil, as he 
‘ has paid his full Balance due to the Government, and offers undoubted Security for the Pc*r- 

‘ formance 
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• 

« formance of the reft. Whether his being delivered over to me would not in Tome Meafure be the 
* Means of reftoring that Confidence to the Nation, of the Name ot an European, whicli has a 
‘ good deal fuftered, and which my aftembling his Family (who ahfoluicly retulc to go near the 
< i\umil)> and Securities, See, together, may not have the wifhed-for EiredtV 

“ Indeed, by this Negociation, I lhall endeavour to call in Rajah Zallam Sing, on a Promife of 
Forgivenefs, to join in this general Amnefty, and I have great Elopes of Succeis. 

A Mediation of this Nature, I flatter mylelf, is much to be wiihed for •, foi while theic inde- 
pendent People are allowed to aft as they do, which is much to be wiihed for by the Aumih, 
they never want an Excufc for a DedueHion in their Rents. 

“ You will perceive, that I by no Means propofe either to know or interfere ^ith the Argument 
of the Terms entered into, or that 1 wiih to become a Party in the Receipt or Knowledge ol tlie 
Rents. 

“ As there is nothing contained in this more than reftoring a little Confidence among them, ami 
as I have been a Party from the Commencement of thefe Froublcs, it will be placing me in the 
Point of View amongft them that I would wilh to appear in. 

“ Camp, Pool Gaut, I am, 

January 8, 1782. Dear Sir, 

Your moil obedient humble Servant, 

‘‘ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire. (Signed) h. Naylor.” 

Read, from the fame Book, a Letter from Mr. Hall to Mr. Middleton, dated Camp, 
Sacrora, June 2otli 1782, beginning at Page 33. 

To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Rcfidenr, &c. 

Sir, 

“ I had the Honour of addreffing you Ycfterday-, fince then, the Village People are much 
changed. 1 undcrfland they are difperled, and taken to their 1 labitations. I had an Opjjoitu- 
nity, Yeftcrday and the Day before, of (hewing lome little Afts of Cjenerofity to the PiiloneiSi 
paiticularly in giving fome of them Money to purchafe their Freedom fiom Sookal, wlien they 
might go back to his Priibn. Whether thefe Ai!:ts ot Attention to the wretched State ol tlu le 
People, or Fears from our further and immediate Rclentm^nr, have opperated on the Sardars in ♦ 
theVillges, I cannot fay ; but I have had, To-day, Cirais lent ifito Camp without lending for 
it; with Bramins from moft of the Villages, aifuring me, that I (hall never find any further 
Trouble in this Diftrift. FYom the great Pains I take to give the moft convincing Proof*, that 
Juftice, Moderation, and Humanity, arc the Rules of our Conduft, I hope thde People will re- 
gard us in a more favourable Light than to intend, far Ids attempt, to ijuairel with our Sepoys 
or Followers. 

I incloicd my Addrels to you laft Night to Major Naylor ; bur, left he fliould be returned to 
Camp, I fend this direftly to your(elf. 

“ I have the Honour to be, wnh all Rd'pecl, Sir, your, &c. 

(Signed) '1 hornas 1 lall, 

“ Camp, Sakrora, June 20th 1782. Commanding 23d Regiment.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Hoiife, they fliould next read a 
Paflage from Mr. Haftings's Comment upon the Treaty of Chunar; that in the Let- 
ters juft read, the Perfons, in the Way of rcxciving the beft Information upon the 
Subjeft, refpefting the real Caufe of the Commotions in Gooruckj)Oor and Barraitch, 
never once mentioned the Begums, or fuppoled they were at all concerned in it; and 
that the Paflbgc about to be produced would fliew, Mr. Haftings himfeh attributes it 
to the real Caufe to which it was owing, namely, the Hatred of the Natives againft 
the Englifli, which was well warranted by their Mifbehaviour. 

Read, the following Extract from the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, begin- 
ning at Page 6 of the lame. 

“ Notwithftanding the great Benefit which the Company would have derived (rom fuch an 
Augmentation of their Military Force, as thej'c Troops conftituted, ready to aft on any Lmer- 
gency, prepared and dilciplined without any Charge on the Company, as die Inftiuuion profclfLcl, 
until their aftual Services Ihould be required, I have obferved (bine Evils growing out ot the 
Syftem, which, in my Opinion, more than counterbalanced ihofc Advantages, lud the^y been 
realized in their fullcft Efteft. The remote Stations of thole J'roops, placing the commanJirig 
Officers beyond the Notice and Controul of the BoarJ, a I forded too much 0{)[)oriuim) an^ 
Icinptarion for unwarrantable Emoluments, and excited the Loniagion ot Penilation aiv apii- 
<>ty throughout the whole Army. A moft remarkable and i.icontrovernble Proot ui the I reva- 
knee ot this Spirit has been fecn in the Court Martial u]'-on Captain iMlk.ne, wlitrc the 

^ g conqio.ed 


?i(. in ()i i{,'. 



( 658 ) 

compofcd of Officers of Rank and refpfftable Charafters, unanimoufly and honourably, mod ho- 
nourably, acquitted him upon an acknowledged Faff, which, in Times of ftridfer Difeipline, 
would have been deemed a Crime deferving the fevcrclt Punilhmcnt ’ 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 7. 

“ With rcfpefl to the Removal of the Company’s Servants Civil and Military, from the Court 
and Service of the Vizier, I was afliiated iolcly by Motives of Jufticc to him, and a Regard to 
the Honour of our national Charafler, In removing thofe Gentlemen, I diminilh my own In- 
fluence, as well as that of my Colleagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage, and I expofe my- 
felf to Obloquy and Refentment from thofe who are immediately aflefted by the Arrangement 
and the long Train of their Friends and powerful Patrons. But their Numbers, their Influence" 
and the enormous Amount of their Salaries, Penfions, and Emoluments, were an intolerable 
Burthen on the Revenues and Authority of the Vizier, and expofed us to the Envy and Refent- 
merit of tlie whole Country, by excluding the native Servants and Adherents of the Vizier from 
the Rewards of their Services and Attachment {by* 


Srrrft r)ci>t. 
Momiay. 


To prove the Confufions that prevailed In the Vizier’s Dominions in the Year 1782: 

Read, from Book 80 already delivered in, Extraft of a Letter to the Governor General, 
figned John Briftow, Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court, and dated Lucknow, 12th De- 
cember 1782, from a Confultation of 12th May 1783, beginning at Page 640 of the 
fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 12th May 1783. 

** At a Council •, Prefent, 

Ed vard Whcler, and I • 

John Maepherfon, J quires. 

Third Head. — Firft their Government. 


State of the Vizier’s Dominions. 


Defpotifm is the Principle upon which every Meafure is founded, and the People in the in- 
terior Parts of the Country arc ruled at the Diferetion of the Aumil or Phoufdar for the Time be- 
ing They exercife within the Limits of their Jurifdiftion, the Powers of Life and Death, and 
Decifions in Civil and other Cafes in the fame Extent as the Sovereign at the Capital. The Forms 
preferibed by the ancient Inftitutions of the Mogul Empire are unattended to, and the Will of the 
provincial M.igiftrate is the foie Law ot the People. The total Relaxation of the Vizier’s Autho- 
rity, his Inattention, and Diflikc to Bufinefs, leave the Aumils in Poircffion of this dangerous 
Power, unawed, uncontroulcd by any Apprehcnfion of Retrofpedtion, or the Interference of Jullice. 
I can hardly quote an inftance fincc the Vizier’s Acceffion to the Mufnud of an Aumil having been 
puniffird for Oppreffion, though the Complaints of the People, and the State of the Country, arc 
notorious Proofs of the Violences daily committed. It is even become unlafe for Travellers to 
pafs except in large Bodies •, Murders, Thefts, and other Enormities (hocking to Humanity, arc 
commuted in open Day. 

Evciy Zemindar fhould be conftituted the Magiftrate in his Zemindarry, and colleft tlie 
UcveniKs according to certain cftablilhcd Rates, recorded in the Cutcherry, Snd publifbed through- 
out the DiftricL The Aumil fliould be the controuling Power between the Ryot and the 
Zemindar, fhould inforcc the Regulations, fee Peace and good Order preferved in the fevcral Zc- 
luindarnes, and make the Zemindars accountable for all Tumults, I'hefts, and Murder, within 
their Jurildidlion. In great d owns there ought to be a Cutwall or Haaknm to diftribute Juftice. 

‘‘ Such has been tltc Syflem of this Government, that the Oppreffions have generally originated 
with the Aumils. They have been rarely felcflcd for their Abilities or Integrity, but from Fa- 
vour, or the Means to advance a fmall Sum upon being appointed to their Office. The Aumil 
enters upon his d'rulf, ruined in Reputation and I'ortnnc > and unlefs he accompliffies his Engage- 
ments, which is feldom the Cafe, Difgracc and Punilhincnt follow. Though the Balance of Re- 
venue may be rigoroufly demanded of him, it has not been ufual to inltitute any Enquiry (or 
Oppreffion. The Zemindars, thus left at the Mercy of the Aumils, arc often driven to Rebel- 
lion. The Weak are obliged to fubmit to his Exaftions, or fly the Country, and the Aumil, 
unable to reduce the more powerful, is compelled to enter into a difgraccful Comproraife. Every 
Zemindar looks to his Fort for Proteftion ; and the Country is crowded with them. Almafs AH/ 
Cawn, thofe arc not lefs than Seven hundred in his Diftridts: Hence it has become a general 
Cuftom to frizc the Brother, Son, or fomc near Relation, or Dependent, of the difficrent Zemin- 
dars, as Hoftages for Security of the Revenue. A great Aumil will fometimes have Three or 
Four hundred of thefe Hoftages, whom he is obliged to confine in Places of Security. 


(d) Vide fupra, Page 140. 
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« A few Men like Almafs Ally Cawn, and Coja Din ul Dun, have, from tlu-ir Regularity in 
the Performance of pecuniary Engagements, rendered themfelves uleful to the Vizier. A llriiit 
Scrutiny into his Affairs was at all Times irklbine to his Excellency; and none of l\is Minillcis 
or Officers about his Perfon poflcQing the a< 5 live |)crfevcring Spirit requifitc to conduit the Detail 
of Engagements for a Number of fmall Farms, it became convenient to receive a large Sum from 
a great Farmer, without Trouble or Deficiency. 'Phis Syrtem was followed by the molt perni- 
cious Confequences : Thefe Men were above all Controul; they exacted tlicir own Terms ; and 
the Diftri^fs they farmed were moft cruelly opprtll'ed. 'The Revenue of Roliilcund is uduted 
above a Third; and Almafs Ally Cawn’s Adminiftration is well known to have been cxtreimly 
violent. 

“ The foregoing Reprefentation of the State of this Government, will, T hope, laiisfy you c'f 
the Difficulty in collcding the Revenues. A very llrong Military Force will be reqiiiied to pre- 
fer ve the Country in Peace. 

“ The Number for which Funds are at prefent allotted, would, in my Opinion, amply kifliec, 
if it cxifted ; but 1 luppofc not Two 'TIfirds of the Men kept upon lire Hooks are actually eiitt'i - 
tained. The Difciplinc and proper Application of this Force will become a Matter of feiious 
Confideration. I do not mean to propole they Ihould be put under the Command of Biitilh tJih- 
cers, as a very extraordinary Expence would attend that Mcafure, and I do not think the Servuc 
of the Colledions would be ib well executeil. I'he Troops now in tire Vi/ier’s Service aic ill paid, 
and ill appointed, not owing to the Want of Means, as I think. Wlien 1 (liall forward you the 
Statements I have been fo long endeavouring to complete, you will judge tl’.em aiicrjuate to every 
Service, if’ not diflipated and Iquandcred away. The Evil oiiginates in the Want ol Cliecks upon 
the Difburfements to the Army, of proper Officers and Commillanes, to lee them duly appro- 

^Xhe fame Inconvcnicncies cxift in the Receipts of the Vizier’s Revenue, and other Branches 
of his Government, in the general Department. Offices of Colkaions and 1 teafury, and Couits 
for the Adminiftration of lurtice, ought doubtlels to be cllablilhcd. In a Duty of lo delicate a 
Nature, as the Execution .of your Commands on this 1 lead, 1 mull; necellarily cxpole mylclf to the 
OpDofition of Ferfons interefted in the Continuance of the Abules. 

(At the End), 

“ Lucknow, Jc»hn Brillow, 

12th December 1782. Rcfideiu at the Vizier s Court, (u) 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fliould now fliew that 
Mr. Haftings himfelf admitted, that the Rebellion of the Zemindars continued after 
depriving the Begums of their Trcaf'urcs, and Colonel Hannay was then negocialing 
for it. 

Read, from the fame Book, Extraft of a Confultation, of 21ft April 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 289. 

“ Fort William, zift April 1783. 

« At a Council ; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, Prefident. 

Edward Wheler, 1 

John Maepherfon, V Efquires. 

Jofin Stables, J 

Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort St. George. 

“ The Governor General defires, that his Inftruftions given to Mr. Brillow, which were read to 
the Members of the Board, and minuted in Confultation on 24th Udobcrlaft, may be now enteied 
and prefixed to the accompanying Letter : 

“ To Mr. John Briftow. 

“ Paf.'s. From the Praftice which the late Refident and his Deputy, and the Miniftcr, feemal 
to have preferibed to themfelves of with-holding all official In|ormat,on from 
under the Ncccflity of forming my Opinion of tlic State of the ^ ^ 

Intelligence; but this, from fts Variety, from its Concurrence, 

nels though which it has pafTed, and above all from its Notoriety, comes 0 me with all tnc 

Wei 4 t wffichX hioheft Amhoriw could give it. For fome Fads I liave the I el imony of fworn 

vci^^ni wnicn inc nigncit z\ r 7 emindars of Gooruckpoor and Barcach in the 

Evidence, fuch are the Tranfadlions of the Rebel /.eminuars , 

Infurreftions of the laft Year, which had for their immediate ObicT the Dellruaion of Co 

Hannay and the Officers of his Command, and ultimately, the ° 2 'eniind"^s who dillin- 

and Power throughout the Whole of the Nabob Vizier s Dominions. The Zemindars who 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" LVIIl. 
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guiflicd themfclves on this OccaGon wer*Zalim Sing, Genoo Roy, and Pcriy Pall Sing. I am well 
infordiai that thefe Men have perfevercd in their rebellious Conduifl, without Deviation, to the 
preknt Time, though the Nabob’s, and not our Government, is the Objeft of it. Reprerent to the 
Nabob, and cflectually, the bad Policy of fuffering fuch Examples to pafs with Impunity. Obtain 
his Older forcnioloying fome fare Means for apprehending thefe Zemindars ; and if it fliall appear, 
on a fair and regular Enqtiiry, that their Conduft towards the Nabob (I pafs over that which 
regards ourlclves alone) h^s been fuch, as it has been reported to be, he ought, and you mull infift 
• Sic In Orig. upon it, to punidi them witlr Death •, and to treat • them with the fame Rigour every Zemindar 
and every Subjed who lhall be the Leader of a Rebellion againft his Authority. Severe as this 
Injundtion may appear at firfl; S ght, it will be Mercy in its Lffedls, if the Nabob will adopt the 
l^olicy, by inlurinpi; the I ranquillity of his Country, and faving the Blood of his People; for the 
Refolution once publilhed, and enforced in a Angle Inftance, will make it unncceflary to profcciue 
it to a fccond E.^ample. 

“ qth. I have been informed by the late Colonel Hannay, that fome Time before his Rccal 
was determined, he hatl agreed to a Settlement of 23 Lacks of Rupees complete, and without 
Deductions, lor the Revenue of Goroockporc and Bareach for the prefent Year, and that on his 
Recal a new Arrangement liad taken Place, in which a Seledtion had been made of the moft va- 
luable I'alooks or Portions of this Diftridl, and that they had been dillribiucd among the Do- 
melhcs and other Favourites of the Miniller ; and that the Reft had been farmed to One Aumil, 
Abdool Beig, as 1 rtcollcft, and the Whole reduced to a Jumma of 18 Lacks, from which a 
Provilion of future Remillions was made for Sccbundjic Anticipations and Pimauly, or Ravages 
comiDitied U’ing the late Inlurieiftions. 'I'liefe are Fads of luch a Kind, as will conGrm them- 
Iclves by their own Evidence ; and if you lind them to be fuch, it muft be your Care to correft 
the Abufe, if ’,(,1 can, for the prdent, or at Icaft to apply the beft Remedy in your Power to it, 
and reftore their luturc Jnmm.i to its leal Value. 1 fliall not enter further or more minutely into 
the Subjed of the general Colledtons ; but 1 am particularly folicitous to afeertain the real Va- 
lue ot this Diftrid, for a Reafon which I will proceed to explain. 

“ -Fort William, (At the End) 

23d Odober 1782. Warren Haftings {a)." 

To fiicw the Vizier’s Opinion of Colonel Hannay, and his Management of the 
Diftrifts committed to his Care, the Witnefs produced Book 46, intituled, “ Perfian 
Corrclpondencc, Publick Department, N“ 8.” 

Read, a Letter from the Vizier to the Governor General, received 15 September 
1782. 

“ N” 37. My Country and Houfe belong to you ; there is no Difference. 1 hope that you 
dcliic, in your Heart, the Good of my Concerns. Colonel Hannay is inclined to requeft your 
Pcrmilfion to be emjiloyed in the Affairs of this Quarter. If by any Means any Matter of iliis 
Countiy, dependant on me, fhouki be intrufted to me Colonel, I fwear by the lloly Prophet that 
I will not remain here, but will go from hence to you. From your Kindnefs, let no Concern de- 
pendant on me be intrullcd to the Colonel ; and oblige me by a fpeedy Anfvver, which may let 
iny Mind at calc.” 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, that the* Letter, an Abftraft of which 
was about to be read, was the Governor General’s Anfwer to the Vizier. 

The Witnefs produced Book 130, intituled, “ N" 15, Pcrfian Correfpondence, 
Publick Department. Letters written in the Year 1782.” 

Read, Extract from the fame, as follows. 

“ To the Vizier. Written the 31ft December 1782. 

“ 5j. Affuring him, that no Intention was ever formed, of employing Colonel Hannay at 
Lucknow ; and that he was preparing to leave this Country for Europe at the Time of his Death.” 

To prove Mr. Haftings’s Opinion of the Agents he fent, and the Purpofes for which 
they were employed, 

Read, from Book 131, already delivered in, Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
General to the Court of Directors, dated Benares, October 1784. 

“ My only rcm.'vining Fear is, that the Members of the Council, feeing Affairs through a dif- 
ferent Medium from that through which I view them, may be difpofed, if not to countcraft' the 
Syftcm which I have formed, to withhold from it their Countenance and adivc Support. While I 


(d) Vide Appendix, N® LIX. 
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myfelf remain, It will be fufficient if they permit it to operate without Interruption j and I almoft 
hope that, in the Event of a new Adminiftration of your Affairs, which fhall confine itfclf to the 
lame Forbearance, and manifeft no Symptoms of intended Interference, the ObicQs of my Ar- 
rangements will be effcdlually attained for I leave them in the Charge of Agents whofe Inters, 
Ambition, and every Profpedt of Life, are interwoven with their Succefs, and the Hand of Hea- 
ven has vifibly bled the Soil with every elementary Source of progrenive Vegetation. But if a 
different Policy lhall be adopted; if new Agents arc fent into the Country, and armed with Au- 
thority for the Purpofe of Vengeance or Corruption, to no other will they be applied if new 
Demands arc raifed on the Nabob Vizier, and Accounts overcharged on one Siile, with a wide 
Latitude taken on the other, to fwcll his Debt beyond the Means of Payment ; if political 
Dangers are portended, to ground on them the Pleas of burthening his Country with unneceffary 
Defences and enormous Subfidies t or if, even abdaining from direef Encroachment on the Na- 
bob’s Rights, your Government dial! fliew but a Degree of pcrfonal Kindnefs to the Partizans 
of the late Ufurpation, or, by any conftrudivc Indication of Partiality and Difaffettion, furniflt 
Grounds for the Expedation of an approaching Change of Syftem, I am lorry to fay, that all 
my Labours will prove abortive ; for the flightclt Caufes will be fuHicient to dejed Minds fore 
with the Remembrance of paft Conflids, and to elevate thofe, whofe only Dependence is placed in 
the Renewal of the Confufion which I have laboured with luch Zeal to eradicate-, and will of 
courfc debilitate the Authority which can alone infure future Succefs. I almoft fear that this De- 
nunciation of EfFcds, from Caufes fo incompetent as they will appear to thofe who have not had 
the Experience which I have had of the quick Senfibility, which influences the Habits of Men 
placed in a State of Polity fo loole, and fubjed to the continual Variations of capricious and 
defpotic Authority, will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void of Foundation ; nor, ift hey 
Ihould come to pafs, will it be eafy to trace them, with any pofuivc Evidence, to their Con- 
nedion. Yet it is my Duty to apprife you of what I apprehend, on Grounds which I deem of 
abfolutc Certainty, may come to pafs ; and I rely on your Candour for a fair Jnicrprctation of 
iny Intention. 

(Signed at the End) 

Warren Haftings (a).” 

To prove that the Governor General, in the preceding Letter, did not overftate the 
Confequences likely to enfue the Mal-adminiftiation of the Country of the Vizier, the 
Witnei's produced a Paper, indorfed, “ On the Ganges, i6th November 17H7, Letter 
from E. Cornwallis to the Court of Diicftors (N" b), received per Bulbridge, 29th 
April 1788.” 

Read, the following Extraft, Part of Paragraph 3I, from the fame. 

^ [“ Par. 3. I was received at Allahabad, and attended to Lucknow, by the Nabob and his 

Minifters, with every Mark of Fricndfljip and Refped. I cannot, however, cxprels how much I 
was concerned, during my (hort Rcfidcncc at his Capital, and my Progrefs through his Dominions, 
to be Witnefs of the difordcred State of his Finances and Government, and of the defolate Appear- 
ance of the Country : The Evils were too alarming to admit of Palliation, and I thought it my Duty 
to exhort him, in the mod friendly Manner, to endeavour to apply tffciftual Remedies to them. 
He began with urging, as Apologies, that whilft he was not certain of tlic Extent of our Demands 
upon him, he had no real Intcreft in being oeconomical in his Expcnccs ; and that, while we inter- 
fered in the internal Management of his Affairs, his own Authority, and that of hjs Minifters, were 
defpifed by his ownSubjeCls. It would have been ufclcls todifeufs thefe Topicks with him ; but, while 
I repeated my former Declarations, of our being determined to give no Grounds in future for fimilar 
Complaints, he gave me the ftrongeft: Affuranccs of his being rcfoivcd to apply himfclf carncftly 
to the Encouragement of Agriculture, and to endeavour to revive the Commerce of his Country.] 

§ (“ Par. 3. And, in order to enable him to be pun<ftual in his pecuniary Engagements with us, 

“ and otherwife to give Eafc to his Finances, he likewife promifed, not only to dilband a large 
“ Number of his own ufcltfs Rabble of Troops, but alfo to retrench a great many of his other (u- 
“ perfluous Articles of Expenditure. I think it proper to fay, that my principal Dcpendancc for 
“ the Performance of thole Promifes, refts upon fimilar AfTurances from the efficient Miniftcr, 

“ Hydcr Beg Khan, who is undoubtedly the ableft Man employed by the Vizier, and who, there is 
“ Rcaibn to cxpeil, will, from Confiderations of perfonal Intcreft and Safety, be at great Pains to 
“ avoid giving juft Caulc of Complaint to this Government. He knows, in particular, that it is 
“ to him I look for the punctual Dilcharge of our annual Subfidy of Fifty Lacks ; and, though I 
“ am fenfibie that, for fome Time to come, there may frequently be Difficulties, I truft that they 
“ will never more fall confiderably into Balance, as 1 am perluadcd of their Anxiety to avoid it.) ^ 

(Signed at the End) " Cornwallis 
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Then the Witnefs produced a Paper, indorfed, No. 14, on the Ganges, Novem- 
ber i6th 1787. Letter from Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee, received per 
Buibridge, 25th April 1788. Read in Secret Court 26th ditto/* 

Read, the following Extra£l:, from Paragraph 5th of the fame. 

“ Till I faw the Vizier’s I'roops I was not without Hopes, that, upon an Emergency, he 
would liavc been able to have furniflied us with fome ufeful Cavalry \ but I have no Realbn to 

believe that he has any in his Service upon which it would be prudent to place any Dependence: 

And I think it right to add, that his Country appears to be in fo ruined a State, and his Finances 

in fo much Dilordcr, that, even in cafe of a War, we ought not to depend upon any material 

Support Irom him. 

(Signed at the End}, 

‘‘ Cornwallis.” 

To flicw tlic Opinion the Country has of the BrltKh Faith, in cbnfequence of Mr. 
Ilaftings’s Government, 

The Witnefs produced a Paper indorfed, “ 1787. Fort William Secret and Political 
Department. Copy of a Succinft View of the State of the political Connexions fubfift- 
ing between Mahagie Saindeah and the Biitifli Government in India, enclofed in Captain 
Kirkpatiick’s Letter to Lord Cornwallis, dated 20th July, recorded in Confultatiou 
28th Augurt, N" 8. Per Raveafworth, 30th March 1788.'' 

Readi the following ExtraX from the fame. 

Such is the Impreflion which our former Charafter and Policy have left on the Minds of the 
Natives, that, notwithftanding the many Proofs, which our more recent ConduX has furniflied, of 
our being at prefent direXed by a very different Spirit, I am perfuaded that neither he nor any 
other Hindollan Potentate gives me Credit for Sincerity in the Declarations which we have latterly 
made on this SubjeX ; Time no Doubt might fubduc this obllinatc Incredulity, but who can cer- 
tainly fay that we ihall adhere long enough to our prefent moderate Syftem for the Purpofe of in- 
forcing this Belief (<j) ?” 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Houfe having now heard, 
from the beft Authority, what the Opinion entertained by the Country Powers was, 
of the Britifli Faith, particularly from Madajce Scindia ; they thould next fliew, 
what Mr. Haftings offered to the Houfe of Commons, concerning that Opinion, in 
his Defence at the Bar of that Houfe. 

Read, the following ExtraX of the Introdudlion to Mr. Haftings’s Defence, at the 
Bar of the Houfe of Commons, beginning at Page 5 of the Manufeript. 

“ If this Honourable Houfe is dcfirous of knowing, in what Eftimation I flood with the 
Princes and Rulers of India, and with the SubjeXs of our own Dominion, the Opinions of both 
may be cafily obtained, by Enquiry of the Witnefles whom my Profecutor has called to eftablilh 
his Charges againft me *, and I will anticipate their Evidence. It will ftate, that my political Con- 
cluX was invariably regulated by Truth, Juftice, and good Faith *, that all Perfuafions of Men 
were impreffed with a luperftitious Belief, that a fortunate Influence direXed all my AXions to 
their deflined Ends ; and that my Departure was fcarcely Icfs regretted by the Inhabitants of the 
Provinces of my late Dependency, th^ it was by my own Countrymen. I believe this Iloufe is in 
Poffcffion of one Teftimony of the former, in the Letters which Mahdajec Scindia wrote to his 
Moft Gracious Majefty, and to the Company. Thefe were written many Months .^fter my De- 
parture, and contain much more of my Praife, than his own Wants or Requifitions i unlcfs the 
former is inferted as an Implication of his Defirc, that others may be inflruXed to govern thtm- 
fclvcs by my Example : And who will queftion fuch an Authority ? {iy 

Read, the following Extraft of the Defendant's Anfwer, delivered in at the Bar 
of the Houfe of Lords, beginning at Page 8 1 of the printed Copy of the fame. 

“ And he begs leave further to reprefent, that Letters from fome of the faid Princes, contain- 
ing their Acknowledgments of his good Faith, Honour, and Integrity, have been tranfmitted to 
his Succcflbr in Office, and to the Court of Direftors, and appear upon the publick Proceedings 
of the Fall India Company.” 


(If) V’iJe fupra. Page i8. Line 20 . 
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The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfc, That havino- fuhn-itf ,i t. 
them Evidence refpeaing the Proceedings in Baraitch and Gomckpoie %[ Rcfutaiuln 
ot the Charge againft the Begums having been concerned thcieiil, tluv iluxild lu t 
proceed to prove, that the Begums never gave the Icall Alhitanrc to Clicit Sinir but 
on the contrary, exerted themfelves in favour of the Enghlh. * ^ f'* - 

Read, the following Extraa from the Second Defence, beginning at Pa-rc 2 of the 
fimc. * o - ' 

“ The Begums of Fyzabad, prompted by their common Hatred to our Nation, am! not morh 
more affected to their own Sovereign, though he was their Son and Grandlon, uiutui tluir \ii 
thority and Influence to extend and aggravate our Difficulties. Circuiar Letters were uruen to 
the Zemindars Oude, inciting them to Rebellion ; Rewards were proclaimed for the I leads of 
Knglilh Officers, Soldiers, and Sepoys. A general Revolt enfued, of which their Accents weiC 
the principal Leaders, in the Diflridls of Gooruckpoor and Barrcch, The Two chief"l< unuchc 
and confidential Servants of the younger P,egum, openly levied Troops in the grc.it '■quire of tiie 
City, for the avowed Service of Cheit Sing again!! the Engliffi •, and ihele weic fuit under the 
Name of Nejeebs to Cheit Sing, and adlually employed in his Battles againft us. 

“ Thcfe Fadls have been proved by the Depofitions of Lieutenant (hdonti Alexander ILnniv 
Major John Macdonald, Captain Jolin Gordon, and many other Witncllb, t.ikcn U ture Sir Eh-’ 
jah impey at Lucknow and Chunar, within Three Months of the 1 ime in which the If vent had 
pafled i and in one of the latter, namely, that of Sheikh Mahomed Aumecn Mlieir, .i Command- 
ant, and the Second Cfficer in Command of the Service of Cheit Sing, a I.ift of the 'IVoops 
which compofed Cheit Sing’s Force during liis Rebellion was delivered by him uiioii Oath la 
which were inferred 1000 Nejeebs or Swordmen, newly entertained from Lucknow, which ex.i’rtly 
corroborates the Teftimony of Colonel Hannay and the other I'.nghlh Officers, who mention the 
Reoruits enlifted by the Begums Authority at Fyzabad, by the Name of Nejeebs, the Deponent 
fuppofing them to have been fent from Lucknow inftead of Fyzab.ui, through an evident Miftake 
of one Capital for the other. It is worth remarking, that tiiefc Depofitions were all taken, to 
eftablifh a Series of Fafts combined with the Rebellion of Cheit Sing ; and what tliey have’ af- 
firmed concerning the Begums was an accefiory Subjeft not required for tlie oriomal, ihoiuji 
probably the mod; powerful in the Feelings and Rceolledtions of the Deponents, “nd theictme 
more particularly noted in the Evidence delivered by them. This is certainly an additional Ar- 
gument of their Authenticity (a).” 


Read, the following Extradl of the Appendix to the Banares Narrative, bcgiuniiT^ 
at Page 181 of the lame. * 

“ Tranftaiion of the Solemn Declaration of the Ranny Golaub Koocr, made on the jzth Day 
of November 1781, before Chief Jultice ImpCy, 

“ With refpect to Cheit Sing’s liaving of old h.id an impiojser Correfpondence with the 
Begums at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Bheraich and Gooruckpoor, the Declaration of the above 
Ranny is as follows, 

“ Since Two Years, on Account of the Enmity of Cheit Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur, and 
refided in another Dwelling, and Cheit Sing had always afted towards me witli fuch Enmity and 
Oppofition as cannot be deferibed ; how, therefore, (hould he have acquainted me witli his Corief- 
pondenccs? but I have heard from Report, that he had in many Places improper Corrt fptindence.s j 
however it i$ very plain he had an Enmity towards the Governor General, becaule wlicnever he 
learned any Thing to the Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letters of his Vakeels, or the Reports 
of ill defigning Perfons, he ufed to rejoice -, this is known to all the Inhabitants of Ramnagur ; 
accordingly, when the Governor General was lately coming from Calcutta towards this OuaVtcr, 
the Rajah and his Companions ufed to fay, ‘ The Governor has been difjrlacetl, and is making Ins 
Efcape to Hindoftan.’ Befides, from the Rajah’s going to Buxar to meet him with the greattll Pre- 
parations, his Intention plainly appears. 

(Signed) “ Ranny Golaub Kooer 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, They fhould next 
proceed to read the Whole of the Ninth, Teiuh, and Eleventh Parcels of Affidavits 
in the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, Part 3, beginning at Page 195 of the fame. 
The Counfel for the Defendant defired, that the Lift of the p'orccs of Cheit Sing, 
beginning at Page 43 of the Narrative, and the Third and Fifth Parcel of AlHdavits 
in the Appendix, Part 3, beginning at Page 1 59 and Page 184* of the fame, might be 
alfo read. 


(a) Videfupra, Page 364, Par. i. 


[b) Vide fupra, Page 246, 


fhc 
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The fame were read, as follows ; 

Extrad from the Narrative, P. 43. 

§ (“ The following is a Catalt^e of Cheit Sing’s whole Force, which has been Cnee delivered to 
me by One of hit principal Officers *, and as it made a Part of a fworn Affidavit, 1 admit and 
credit it as gcnuinci It is certainly not exaggerated. 

“ Lift of the eftabliihed Forces in the Service of Cheit Sing. 

** Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, &c. 

Cavalry — — — 

Scleil Troops, or Body Guard, Horfe and Foot — — 

Matchlock Men — « — — 

Attached to Bullam Dafs, Horfe 300, Foot 500 — — 

With Soojaun Sing, Cavalry and Infantry 500, with 2 Guns, Sepoys and Artillery 
Men, 340 — — — — — 

With Munnear Sing, Cavalry and Infantry 

Total eftabliihed Troops — »> 


1,700 

700 

1,150 

1,800 

800 


840 

700 


7 > 69 # 


Troops fntertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutecefpoor. 

Firft, entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men ~ 2,000 

Second, Nujjccb, Sword Men from Lucknow — — i,ooQ 

Total ~ ■ 3,ooQ 


it 


Troops alTembled from different Places. 

Horfe and Foot with Juggur Dew Sing — — — 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from the Rajah •— 
With Gomaun Sing, fent for by the Rajah, Matchlock Men — - 

From the Fougedar of Biddevee arrived. Matchlock Men — — 

Rajepoots of the Tribe of Rugbunfec from Kurraukut — • — - 

Arrived with Dillun Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Badlhahpoor, Match- 
lock Men — . ^ 

Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Rezza Cooli Khan, from Mirzapoor 
Rajepoots colledtcd from Agoree and Furwah, by Dia Lutchoo — ■ 

Of the Tribe or Call of Khummaur, colleifted by Soojaun Sing — 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Ramjccawun — — 


500 

1,200 

500 

1.000 

3.000 

1,500 

300 

500 

1.000 

2.000 


11,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — 22,190 

To which are to be added, Hufbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms voluntarily, mak- 
ing tlic foregoing Number amount to near Forty thoufand 


ExtraiSl from the Appendix, Part III. P. 159. 

“THIRD PARCEL. 

“ Num. 3. A. 

“ Affidavit of Captain Davy. 

“ Captain William Davy, private Perfian Tranflator to the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. rnaketh Oath, and faith, That he underftands the Perfian 
Language, and that the Englilh Papers marked Num. 3. B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, L, M, 
N, O, P, R, S, T, U, hereunto annexed, arc refpeftively true and faithful Tranllates ot 
the feveral Perfian Papers, marked, lA, 2 A, 3 A, 4A, 5A, 6A, 7A, 8A, 9A, loA, iiA, 
liA, 13A, 14A, 15A, 16A, 17A, i8A, 19 A, Jikewife hereunto annexed, according to the 
belt of this Deponent’s Skill and Belief. 

“ Sworn before me, this iiih William Davy.” 

Day of December 1781. 

“ E. Impey. 


♦ Vidtfuprt, P. 126. 


Now* 


[ ^^5 j 


« Num. 3. B. 

ti Tranflition of the Declaration of HyderBcg Khan, attefted before Chief Juflice Sir Elijah Impey, 

November 26 th, 1781 . 

When I arrived at the Seray ofSaumce, the Gov, General, Mr. Haillngs, was in the Fort of 
Chunar. I was detained at the vSeray by the Swelling of the River Burnau. I'he Vak ‘cl of the 
Rajah Cheit Sing came to me, and delivered to me thus the Mclfage ot the laid R.ialu — ‘‘ I 
fChcit Sing] have not been in any Manner deficient in my Obedience to the Gentlemen ot high 
Rank [th^ Englilh] — The Governor General arrived at Banaris. — At the Inlligaii(;n of 
Owfan Sing, Mr*. Markham brought Two Companies, and put me in ArrelL Ahont 
Twelve o’clock my People, ftrctching forth their Hands, brought me out tron^ thrnce 
—For the Safety of my Life I came to Ramnagur, and from ihchce to Liitcccfpoor. — Alter ihit, 
a Force came from Chunar to Ramnagur.— Owfan Sing wanted to feize upon !\amnagur. My 
people flood upon their Defence an Engagement followed, and the I'roops ot the Governor 
General were cut off. 1 am now determined not to pafs by aught which may be in my Power to 
execute. Do you (i. e. this Deponent) write thus to the Vizccr of the Empire, “ That if Sup* 
pore is given to me, 1 will colleft together an Hundred thouland Men, I will go even to Calciuia, 
and I will totally annihilate the Englifh Government.'* I replied to the Vakeel, ‘ that this Con- 
duft, and thcle Declarations, would be produ^ive of Evil to the Rajah — When the Companies 
came to confine the Rajah, he fhould have gone that Moment to the Governdr General.— Feoplc 
fay that he hefitated whether he Ihould, or not, attend the Cjovernor. If the Governor (general 
had had any ill Intentions towards him, he would have called togcilier the Comiiany’s Forces, 
who were Itationcd in different Parts— To whit Purpofc was it to con.e alone to Banaris? Or he 
would have feized him upon the Road. Such Intentions on the Parc of the Governor General, 
from this Retrofpeftion, arc nut to be conceived. If a Mafler and a Ruler exerts his Authority, 
ftill there is no Caufe for Fear and Apprehenfion. On thefe Subjtds, wuh which you arc unac- 
quainted, I will communicate Circumitanccs as they are. His Highnels is, in his Life and in his 
Fortune, joined and united with the Company, and the Englifli Gentlemen. 1 he vvhole ot his 
Dominions is from them (or is theirs), nor docs he with that there fliould be any Diflindion be- 
tween his and theirs. Such Regard more cfpccially does he pay to the firm and pened Fricnd- 
fhip which always fubfiflcd between the Governor General and his Highnels the late 
he never will be led to deviate,- even the Point of a Hair, trom the Sentiments and Wilhcs of 
the Governor. As foon as his Highnefs hears thefe Things, he will march immediately wiih his 
Forces to meet Mr. Haftings. Notwithftanding the Governor General has repeatedly written to 
the Vizccr to forbid him, yet his Highnefs will now come on his own Determination. The 
Fnalifli F^orces too are near at hand, they will fpeedily arrive, and the Punilhment will be levere. 
It is not well for the Rajah ; he will be torn up by the very Roots.-To threaten alio that which 
is out of his Power to execute, is improper*, the Rank of the Rajah is nothing more than that of 
a Zemeedar *, no one will pay regard to his Attempts, and a Imall Force will be lu hciciu to cha- 
ftife him. Far better will it be for him to lay afide fuch Thoughts as thele, to implore ardon of 
the Governor General, to give up his Forts, and fend back to him the Boats and the whole ot t ic 
Baggage-, or rather, it would be better that he himfclf fbould go alone, and with Ins Hands bound, 

into the Prcfcnce ot the Governor.* tor u 

“ Again he brought this Meflagc from the Rajah: “ I can no longer rely with Safety on the 
Enalilh If you fay thus, do you interpofe, obtain Pardon tor my baults, and take upon your- 

fel “to fettle the Subfidy." 1 faid in Reply, • Your Crimes have IZr Xffun 

tacked the Troops of the Company. 1 cannot prefume to take upon mytclt to Rule your . ft i ^ 
and to obtain PaVdon for your Crimes. If you have adually relo ve.l on a Change Ccanduct, 
return the Boats ami the Baggage, and give up Ramnagur, Lutteelpoor, n ^ • M 

by fuch Proofs, I will once endeavour to obtain a Pardon for you to grant or to ^ ' 

with the Governor General.’ The I'erfon who brought the Mcflage iaid - ^ ‘ ‘ ; 

tentions of the R.ijah are to feize upon the Fort of Chunar, and to extend 1 ^ 

as Calcutta, and you tell him to deliver up Ramnagur, * r '/emeeln ' 

“ Then the Rajah, it appears, afpires tO the Empire, yet his Rank is only that ol a /-^^'teJai 

thefe Attempts lill draw down Dellrudion upon hiip; he will be ^ 

this Converlation, he promiled to return the Boats, but h; 7 

Animofiiy to all the Engiifli plainly and evidently appeared ' u hjl would expel tl.e Fn<r. 

VakeeU he repeatedly faid, that he would go even to mu ar^^th. he -uKi expe, the^l 

lilh, nor would he be dchcient in aught whtch he Jiad the 1 towards me alfo. He 

he had noth.ng to hope from my Interpol^tio^, L 

denied me Boats to crofs the Burna, and he direded the F otirlelvcs ready tor 

Night. During the few Days that I N'iRhboudmod ot Jounpoor, the People 

Attion, and be upon our Guard Day and Night. In tl N g ^ | his fli-'hnefs’s Ser- 

of iho R.jah .ooncltd fc.er,l of ibe buaggicrs “‘’"^"6 Anillhe Ftopit Ihiionod at 

vite. .ho »oro coming to jo.n tne and cam d Atom Shah, Zemcedat 

Azumgur, who came in to me, fee forth, Tl^t Nad c,n„ had by Directions from 

of Azumgur, which was formerly under the Government of Che t g> » X 

8 G 
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the Rajah, gone to Azumgur and raifcd Difturbances. And the Vakeel of Cheit Sing, in the 
CoLirfc of his Converfation, faid, that the Rajah had fent Forces towards the Carramnafla, and 
even to the Walls of Patna; and that Letters were gone to the King, to Nujjuf Khan, and to Sin- 
diah. Zaiilim Sing, formerly expel Icd^from Amurdeh, was at Budlapoor, in the Government of 
Cheit Sing: Uc aifo went to Amurdeh, in the Territories of the Nabob, and raifcd Difturbanccs. 
It appears that the People of Budlapoor accompanied Zaulim Sing. Such were the Reports com- 
municated to me by the People of that Place. Finding it impradlicablc to crofs the Burna, where 
I was, without Boats, I marched from thence, and crofllng higher up, where the River was ford- 
able, 1 proceeded to join the Governor General. 

“ This Account of what 1 heard, and of what 1 faw, I have truly and faithfully related. There 
may be a Difference between the Idioms of the Hindoftan and Perfian Languages, but there is 
nunc in the Senfe. I fwcar by the Almighty, that I have truly wrote, without Diminution or 
Addition, all that 1 heard and all that 1 faw, and nothing but the Truth. 

FJyder Beg. That which is written is true. 

Scaled with his Seal. 


“ Num. 3. C. 

Tranflation of the Dcpofiiion of the Moondiy Gore Perdiaud. — The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Juflice Sir Elijah Impcy, December 2d, 1781. 

“ Without the Means of Ffcape, 1 was obliged to put on the Habit of a Fakeer, and with my 
Brother take fhcltcr in the Hindoo Temple Arnepoorna, where I continued undifeovered for 
Eight Days. At length a Fakeer, for the fake of the Reward, went to Girdhaurec Laul, the 
Brother of Diaram, Aumecn of Banaris, and faid, that for a Recompenfe he would feize and 
deliver me up. The faid Girdhaurec Laul gave Five Rupees to the Fakeer, and fent Five-and- 
twenty IVadahs along with him, who took me from the Temple, and confined me for Twenty -two 
Days in the Aumcen’s Kutcherrcc. My Pen is unable to deferibe the Ignominy and the Severi- 
ties which they infti6ted upon me. After that, I was confined for Four Days at Ramnagur, and 
at length, on the 27th of Ramzan, in the Twenty-third Year of the Reign, I was tied Hand and 
Foot and thrown upon a Dooly, and fent away from Ramnagur to Lutteefpoor. On the Road, 
near to the Houle of Chowdry Sewan, I faw a Number of Ladders made of Wood and Bam- 
boos (about Forty or Fifty) lying on the Ground. I enquired of the Pcadahs who guarded me, 
what thofe Ladders were intended for. They replied, that they had been intended for the Garden 
of Mehadew Dofs, but it was ordained that the Englifh Gentlemen (hould live : They made their 
Efcape, otherwife Bauboo Soojaun Sing would not have left one of them alive. Having heard this 
Reply, I remained filent. 

Moonihy Gore Perfhaud. 


Num. 3. D. 

Tranflation of the Depofuion of Hurry Ram Pundit — The Deponent fworn before Chief Juflice 

Sir Mijah Impey, December 2d, 1781. 

“ The Rajah Cheit Sing, having reflected on his Condu6V, determined with his confidential 
Pco[)le, that it was nccelTary he himfclf (hould go to meet Mr. Haftings, but that he (hould go 
from the Place where he was,' with fuch a Force, and with fuch Preparations, as would enable 
him to act both by Land and by Water, and imprefs the above-mentioned Gentleman with an Idea 
of his fuperior Strength ; for that Mr. Haftings had with him but a fmall Number of Troops, and 
if he lliould have entertained any ill Intentions toward him, on obferving the Number and Force 
of his f ollowers, he would be led to refleft, that nothing could be cfFeflcd, and confcquently be 
deterred from making the Attempt ; therefore he gave Information and particular Direftions to 
all his Soldiers and Attendants, that he was going to meet Mr, Haftings, and that they (hould 
hold thcfiifelves in Readinefs to proceed: That he (hould go by Water, for which Purpofc a 
Fleet of Boats was prepared ; for the before-mentioned Gentleman (the Governor General) would 
come by Water, and confcquently his Fleet of Boats would come with him ; therefore it was 
necelfary, that he (the Rajah) fhould have a Fleet of Boats al(o, that his People might always be 
near at hand : Thar a Body of Cavalry moreover (hould proceed by Land, and Tents be pitched 
at I'wt) Pl*accs between Ramnagur and Buxar ; for at all Events he mull meet the Governor Ge- 
neral. Accordingly, on the i6th of Shaubaun, the Rajah fee out from Ramnagur, by Water, to 
meet Mr. Haftings. The jemmadars and Huzzarics, Jaafir Khan, Dillall Khan, Juttoo Khan, 
Zubburduft Khan, Lulloo the Son of Kauna Mull, Rambukfli, Baulkifhen, &c. all together near 
five hundred Horfe ; alfo Jemmadars of Foot, with Matchlockmcn, &c. near Two thoufand, 
proceeded alon^ the Southern Bank of the Ganges, And by Water, the Rajah was attended by 
a Meet of Boats, in Number about a Hundred and Forty, in which were embarked Suddanond 
Buxey, Golaum Moolfein Tay, Mirza Fyz-ullah Beg, Bauboo Doorgbijcy Sing, Munnear Sing, 
Purraub Roodur Sing, Doond Bahadrc Sing, Ahlaud MilTur, Mcer HooITcin Ally, &c. Sheakh 
Mahommed Aumcen, Commandant of the Sepoy Battalions, Dabcc Sing, Mahommed Moraud, 
Dbun Sing, and Hukkoomut Sing, Soubadars, with Two Companies of Sepoys, Huzzoorec 
Pcadahs, and Matchlocks, in all about 2000 Men. Godur Mull and Bullum Dafs, who were 

4 ftationed 
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ftationeci at Ghauzipoor, joined by Orders from 
had an Interview with Mr. Haftings. 


the Rajah, who afterwards arrived at Huxar, and 
Written by Hurry Ram Pundit. 


“ Num. 3. E. 

« Trandation of the Depofition of jewan Ram Moonihy, in the Service of the hte \ 

Stalker— The Deponent fworn before Chief Juttice Sir Elijah Impcy, December id,^ySi 

“After the Arrival of Mr. Markham at Shcwallah, I went in and paid my Refnerts mu 
Matter V who alked me, if I knew whether Mr. Markham would come there or not^ 1 rei'h I 
It was reported lo, but that it depended on his Inclinations. Mr. Stacker then told me I nu's’r 
go, but afterwards ordered me to ftay. I continued there, and faw Doorgbiicy Sin.r fitline w'irh 
the Rajah in the center Apartment, and Suddanund Buxey and others whifperincr% the R n ,li 
Shortly after. News was brought to the Three Gentlemen fitting in the adjoining Room tint 
there were Difputes without. Mr. Stalker went without the Jauli (or Firll Wall) and alked the 
Subadar Bilhun Sing, why he had ordered the Bayonets to be fixed ? The Stibad.ir replkd 
that Numbers of the Rajah’s armed Servants had come in, and that they p.fid no *re<nrd to 
the Company’s Orders. After which, Mr. Stalker advanced further out, and alked '"of the 
younger Mowllavy and me, who amongft thofe People was the Chief.? 1 anlwered Bauboo 
Munnear Sing. Mr. Stalker lent for Munnear Sing, and ftrongly enjoined him to appc.ilc his 
People, and enquire, why they attempted to difputc and fight wiih his Sepoys. Munnear Sing 
replied, “ What Power have they, that any one of them Ihould prcl'ume to fight .? We Two^ 
Father and Son, arc dcfirous to go to the Rajah.” Mr. Stalker anlwered, “ Very well, but you 
mutt ftay here between your People and mine, that they may not come to Blows.” Alter that 
a Letter arrived from the Governor to the Rajah, which Mr. Stalker, having quieted and fooihcd 
the People, prefented to him : The Rajah then got up, and went out of the Burradurri to the 
adjticcnt Battion, to perform his Devotions. 

“At this Time Information was brought to Mr. Stalker, that the Rajah’s People oppofed and 
refufed Admittance to another Company of Sepoys who had brought Provifions, a Table, fkc. 
for the Gentlemen. Mr. Stalker again went out, and calling to .Suddanund Buxey, aflccd the 
Caufe of this Oppofitinn ; and told him to fend Diredions (to the Rajah’s People). Sudd.inuiul 
laid he would go himlelf. Mr. Stalker replied, “ No, lend One of your Serv.mts.” While the 
Man was going out to filence the People, Mr. Stalker returned within the Jauly. Idoorghijey 
Sing was gone from thence no one knew whither. Cheit Ram, Mr. Markham’s Chubdar, in- 
formed Mr. Stalker, that he had a Mclfagc to deliver to the R.ijah from the Governor General. 
Mr. Stalker laid, “ Deliver it.” He, the Chubdar, faid, “ At the Place where the R.ij,ih was 
at his Devotions, the Governor fays your People want to quarrel and fight; it will be better if 
you forbid them, for every Sepoy is as an European, and every European is .as a (or the) Com- 
pany; if a Drop of their Blood is Ihed, you Ihall be plundered and deltroyed.” At this Period, 
there was a Report of Guns at the Gate of Shcwallah; the Adion was commenced. At this 
Time, Mr. Stalker and Cheit Ram went towards the Rajah. Munnear Sing and others cut 
down Cheit Ram, pulled Mr. Stalker back, and pufhing him on one Side, beg, in the Shiughter, 
The Rajah efcaped through a Window by a Rope made of Turbans, got imo a Boat, and 
went olK His People, by the fame Means, drew up Swords and Shields as a Bucket is ilrawn 
up from a Well, and began to engage. 1 ftood near the Jauly behind my Mailer ; when my 
Matter was killed, I fled toward the Place where the Rajah’s Viduals was drefied. 1 continued 
there a Ihort Time, and faw the Rajah’s People jump from the Walls and the Trees with their 
Shields and Swords, and advance. After this 1 afllimcd the Charaftcr of one of Cheit Sing’s 
Servants, fled with his People, and came to the Prcfcnce. The (ientlcmen after this went to 
Chunar, and I fliould have arrived the next Day, but 1 was plumlered on the Koid and con- 
fined in the Fort of Pindcra. Diarain took away from my Houle Two 'J’angon 1 lories, and 
placed his Seal and a Guard upon the Door. After the Fliglu of the R.ij.rh, the /.cmeed.ir of 
the before-mentioned Fort let me at T.ibcrty. Without a Matter, every way dihonlol.ite, to 
whom can I communicate my Dillrcfs ? I now hope for Favour and Support Irom the Aliiiighiy, 
and from you. 

Jewan Ram. 

“ Num. 3 . F'. 


“ Tranflation of the Depofition of Bilhen Sing.— The Deponent fworn before Chief Juttice Sir 

Elijah Impey, December id, 1781 . 

“ I had Two Locks of Mufkets fixed on my Ears. Bauboo .Soojaiin Sing lent for me by Ram 
Kilhcn Hircarrah to come into his Prclencc. — He (aid, “ Deliver up the Irunks ot Gold Mo- 
hurs which the Governor delivered over to your Care when htf went to Chunar.” 1 let forth. 
That I did not know any thing about fuch Trunks. He then gave Orders to the Sepoys to 
ptefs the Locks hard, (faying) that without Severity I would not be prevailed upon to give them 
up ; and then the Blood ran from both my Ears. 

Written by Bilhen Sing, 

the 4 th of the Month Ramzan, Year ijd. 
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‘ “ Num. 3. G. 

“Tranflaiion of the Dcpofition of the Moonihy Patnimul.— The Deponent f^orn before Chief 
Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, 2d December 178 !• 

“ 1 he Dcpofition of Patnimul Moonfiiy. On the lad Day of the Month of Ramzan, in the 
Year of the Reign Twenty three, the Gentlemen went to Chunar. I was unable to accompany 
them for want of a Conveyance. Without Remedy, 1 remained in the Houfe of one of the 
Inhabitants for Eight Days. The Aumcen Diaram daily caufed a Proclamation, to this Pur- 
port, to be made through the City •, ** In the Houfe of whomfoever a Perfon belonging to the 
Englifia Gentlemen may be (ecreted, let the Owner bring him to the Aumcen^ Kutcherry and 
deliver him up; oiherwifc, (upon Proof) in the Ilouic of whomlbever a Perfon belonging to 
the Knglifh ihall be found, the Owner thereof lhall be (confidcred) as a Criminal to the 
Government of the Rajah, Ins Houfe and Property fliall be detlroycd, and his Belly lhall be 
ript open.** 


“ Num. 3 . H. 

‘‘ Tranflation of the Depofiiion of the Moonihy Gore Perlhaud. — The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Judicc Sir Elijah Impcy, 2d December 1781. 

“ When tlie Gentlemen marched for Chunar I was not informed of it. I knew it about Four 
Gurries after In 'lerror for my Life, 1 fccrctcd myfclf in the Houfe of Bauboo DulTan Ram; 
1 continued undifcovcrcd for One Day; the next Day the laid Bauboo DulTan Ram faid to me, 
‘ To-day there has been a Proclamation through the City to this Purport, Whoever has fecreted 
a Follower ot the Englifh in his Houfe, let him produce and deliver him up ; otherwife, on 
“ Difeovery, his Houfe (liall be feized, and he himfclf (hall be feverely punifhed.” I cannot keep 
‘ you in my Houle, go from my Houfe to fome other Place,* Without Remedy, I put on the 
Habit of a Fakcer, and took Ihclter in the Temple of Arnapoorna. 

Gore Perlhaud. 


Num. 3. I. 

Tranflation of the Dcpofition of Doond Sing, Commandant. — The Deponent fworn before Chief 
Jufticc Sir blijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 

“ In the Month Phagun a Jemmadar and a Havildar, in the Service of Soojaun Sing, the Bro- 
ther oi Rajah Cheit Sing, came to me, and laid, ‘ Soojaun Sing has fent for you.* I alked, ‘ On 
what Account has he lent for me ^ — They replied, ‘ We (jo not know.* — I faid, M am a Servant 
to the Englifh, I will not go to him.* J hey [then] faid, ‘ He has fenc for you, to take you into 
his Service.* — I anfwered, ‘ From my Youth to this Day I have been the Servant of the Englifh *, 
I have never gone to any Rajahs or Bauboos, nor will 1 go to them.* When ihofe People returned 
to Soojaun Sing, they faid, ‘ Doond Sing, the Commandant (i. c. this Deponent), refufes to 
come.’ The Rajah Futteh Saw alfo wrote to the Rajah Cheit Sing, to place a Guard over my 
Houfe at Banaris, in which Cafe I Ihould (be obliged to) join him with my Sepoys and Guns. 
This Information was given to me by the jemmadar Chamt Sing. I faid, ‘ My Houfe, and my 
Witc, and my Children, may be deftroyed. — Still I am the Servant of the Englilh, and I am 
faithful and loyal. the BlcITing of God, in a (liort Time we alfo lhall go to Banaris and plun- 
der that Rajah, and we will fpoil the Rajah Futteh Saw alfo.* At Sukrorch I was informed that 
a Guard was placed at my Houfe. 

“ The Commanefant Doond Sing not being able to write, cither in Perfun or Hindcc, has made 
his Mark. 

“ Num. 3. K. 

“ Tranflation of the Dcpofition of the Moonihy Mahommed Moraud.— -The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, Nov. 26th, 1781. 

“ On the 19th of Ramzan the Captain * iffued Orders to all the Subadars for marching towards 
Banaris, and directed them to get in Keadinefs. The next Day we marched to Burragong. 
'The Captain had mounted his Horlc to proceed, and I wa« in the Rear in Search of a Conveyance 
for my B^iggage, when Five or Six Sepoy Grenadiers and others came and furrounded me, and 
demanded their Pay, in conicquence of which a great many more of the Sepoys came and 
clamoured for their Pay, and ill-ufcd mej and they brought me down from the Bungala, and 
beat me Icvercly with the Butt-efids of their Pieces, and charged Bayonets even to my Brcaft, lb 
that my L.ifc was in Danger. A Hircarrah carried Information of this Affair to the Captain, who, 
on receiving it, turned back and arrived immediately. All the Sepoys then turned their Clamours 
againft the Captain, ufing infulting l anguage, and they furrounded him and faid that xinlefs 
they received their Pay they would not fet him at Liberty— that if I Ihould pay them, well*, il 


♦ Captain Williams. 


nor, 
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not, they would carry me to feaunfy, which is near to Kunkooa ; and that, when they Ilioiild receive 
the whole of their Pay from me, they would let me tree. — 1 hey moreover placed a Ciuard wuh 
fixed Bayonets over the Captain, and pointed Bayonets to his Brcaft lo (Ub him; and they nifhed 
upon us Icvcral Times, fothac we gave up ourlclvcs for loft. In this’ Situation the Captain ordered 
them back, and gave them Three Months Pay; and then propofed to them to march with iiim to 
Banaris. The Sepoys anfwered inlolcniiy, that they would not on any Account go to Banaris. 
Without Remedy, the Captain marched from thence with the Battalion, and arrived at Gooruck- 
poor. He halted there a few Days, purchafed Grain tor the Sepoys, and marched from ihence 
C the Way of Baunfy. We halted Six Days at Baunfy on account of the heavy Rains ; we afier- 
wards marched from thence, and after encountering a ihoufand Diftrciles arrived at Bulkcjrch. 1 he 
palt bvents, which are known to every one, I have thus related. 

* Mahommed Moraud, 

and lealed with his Seal. 


Num. 3. L. 

« Tranflation of the Depofition ofDoond Sing, Commandant. — The Deponent fworn befoie Ciiicf 
Juftice Sir tlijah Impey, November 20th, 17^1. 

“It appears from the Letter of Ram Sing Jemmadar, ftationed at Miucholi, that the Rajah 
Ajeet Mull, fhe Rajah Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, had engaged themlclvcs 10 each oiher 
by Oath to crofs the Rivers Gogra and Surjoo, for as much as they had received a Letter troin 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and the Sum ot Fifteen thoufand Rupees, to cut off the Lnglilh in the 
Diftrid of Surwur, and drive them out; and Letters have arrived from b'urtch Saw, to all tb.e 
Zemcedars, grc.)t and fmall, to withhold the Collections, and not to i)iv a fin'^le Dauiii to the 
Fn^difn; and the faid Futteth Saw fent near Two hundred Men, wuh Matchlocks, into the 
Jungle of Burragong, and near to Kunkooa After 'Lhree Days, the Three K.ij.ihs cioil’d ih- 
River, and encamped in the Jungle; and it was reported trom all (Quarters thit the Zemcedirs 
had ftuu up all the Gh.iuts on the Rivers, and funk all the Boats; and I wrote an Account ol 
thefe I kings to Major Macdonald and Captain Williams, and told them that tln^re were g,rc it 
Dillurbances in the Country, and that there were Reports alfo that the Rajahs w'ouki < rois ihc 
River. And I wrote thefe Things to Major Macdonald, that he might iiffoiin the Colonel iliac 
the Road to Banaris was (hut up, for fear the Captain (hould march trom that Cbiartcr towards 
B inaris; it was alfo reported among the People, that I'hrec (lentlemen had becyi killed at Ba- 
naris. After fome Days the Captain arrived at Kunkooa, and after a Halt ot Three Davs, 
gave Orders for marching, and diredled all the Sepoys to get ready, and about Nine u Clock in 
the Morning on the Sixth of September, he marched, and came to the Bank ot the Rivci Khau- 
klu ; it then rained exceffively. When we arrived at the Khaukhi, the C ajnain ordered tin* 1 loops 
10 be crofled over the River; agreeable to Orders, 1 croffed them over. When, after a thou- 
fand Diilreffes, we had croffed the River, the Captain faid that there were many Rivers in the 
Road, and no Boats on any of them j that the Ghauts were fliut up, anti no Cji.iin to be procured 
on the March for the People; how then would itbepoffiblc to pals the (iuns and 1 roops iliruugji 
fuch a Country ? It would be better, he laid, to go to Banaris by Way of Bux ir ; theiefow* wi 
again croffed the River Khaukhi, and encamped after marching Malt a Cois tiom it. Me 
gave Orders for marching toward Khunkooa. Moving from the Khaukhi the Captiin with i .c 
Troops arrived at Khunkooa; he then told all the Subadars and Jemm.uiars, that the Ra] ih 
Futteh Saw, with his Force, was potted on the R(ud, and that it was necctt.iry to ana( k and 
drive him from thence; that he would halt a few Days at Nuddy Kaunoon, and then in irtli in- 
ward Banaris. It was now known that the Sepoys of the Battalion had faid, ‘ Let them give us 
our Pay, and wherever they go, we will go with them;* to which the Subadars replie ), ‘ tlu \ 
might take It wherever they found it.’ 1 he faid Sobadars neither confined' tno(e .Sepoys nor 
informed me of the Circumftance. I received the Information from Chaine.Smg Jemma. ,.r. i lie 
Subadar of Grenadiers ftationed a Sepoy behind his H.ackcry, and told him, he miglu cither pro- 
teft and convey it to his (the Subadar’s) Houfc, or he might leave it to be p undered I7 ih<- 
Country People. The Sepoy told him to fet his Mind at Reft, for that he wouJd convey it late 
to his Dwelling. At Night, after Twelve o’Clock, I made my Report to the C,.pta.n, who 
ordered me to go with Bukhrawor Sing, Subadar to the Sepoys, to 

that he would give them their Pay when they arrived at Burragong. In the M.miing wc mate 1- 
cd a fmall Diftance toward Burragong. Flrft, a Sepoy pulled oft his Coat, and ^ 

on the Captain; the Subadars and jemmadars did not mterpofe to check 

‘ I will pay this Sepoy and difmifs him-do you march on. I obeyed his The ‘^u- 

but the Lpoys quitted their Colours and their Guns, and afTcmbled at ^ 1 diieefted 

b.idars andT"^n!adars faid nothing (to prevent them). Seeing the Situation of ' .1-, ,r h- 

the Jemmadar Kihaul Sing to take with him twelve Sepoys and go to 

might know how Things were. After which. Orders from the •'* 11 ^,'" ij that thev hid .Inwii 
join him 5 I went back, and faw that the Sepoys had 

their Bayonets, and were threatening the Captain; moreover, rec Sr-ovs f id ‘ L' t 

Pieces to fire at him, and they demanded hour Months l ay ; an m Seoovs had received 

him pay us all our Arrears, and he may go where he plcafes-.’ when the Sepoys had recc ved 

r / g J.J 
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their Pay, they faid, one and all, ‘ We will not go to Burragong; we will go to the Bcgam 
at Fyzabad i if fhe will retain us, we will flay; if not, we will carry the Gun (or Guns) to 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and Saadut Ally Khan/ The Sepoys, after this, diredted the Suba^ 
dars to tell the Captain to march; the Captain replied, That the Two Companies and the Gun 
Rationed at Nuchlolc>werc coming; he would march as foon as they had joined ; the Sepoys faid 
« Let the Captain march, we fhall meet the Companies on the Road ;* hoWever, the Captain 
halted till the I'wo Companies arrived ; he then fent Hurdeaul Sing, Commandant, to the Sepcjvs, 
to tell them that the People (i. e. the Two Companies) were fatigued ; that they fliould halt One 
Oay, that thofe People might receive their Pay alio; and then he would march. The Sepoys 
refufed to liften to llurdcaul Sing. The Captain then fent for the Two Subadars, and told them 
to go and perfuade the Sepoys to make one Halt, that he might give the Two Companies their 
Pay. The Sepoys were prevailed upon to halt by the Subadars, and the Captain paid the 
People. 

“ The next Morning the Captain fent a Man to the Chucklahdar, and diredfed him to march alfo. 
He fent Word, that he was collcding Cattle for the Baggage, and that he would march as fuon 
as he had got them; it was afterwards heard, that the Chucklahdar had given Twelve thoufand 
Rupees to Futteh Saw— the faid Rajah demanded Twenty thoufand from the Chucklahdar, pro- 
mihng to protect him — And it was cunently reported through the Country, that Saadut Ally 
Khan was the Nabob, and that the Knglifli Government was overthrown. After this we marched 
from Kunkooa; the Captain purchaled Grain for the Sepoy.; the Waters were out from the 
heavy Rain; and whoever loitered behind was plundered by the Villagers. When we arrived at 
Bauniy, we were obliged to halt Six Days on account of the Rains; after that wc marched and 
arrived at Buikroreh, but there wctc many Rivers and Nullahs in the Road. 

“Doond Sing, Commandant, not knowing to write either Perfian or Hindoo, has made his Mark. 

‘‘ Num. 3. M. 

“ Tranflation of the Depofition of Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, Rationed in the Fort of Gooruckpoor. 

— ^The Deponent Iworn before Chief Juliice Sir Elijah Impey, 26th November 1781. 

“ I had confined under my Guard, in the Fort of Gooruckpoor, One hundred and Fifteen Bur- 
gomauls, Inhabitants of Surwaur. On the 15th of Ramzan, the Rajali of Gooruckpoor, the 
Zemeedars of Ouloolch, Bechouly, &c. N.c. great and fmall, likewife all the Inhabitants of 
Gooruck[)Oor, with Six thouland Matchlocks, and great Numbers of Country People, armed with 
Clubs at Four Gurries of the Night funounded the Fort, and made an Attack by Surprife; 
but the Sepoys on Guard at the BaRions were awake; they began to fire, and an Aftion imme- 
diately followed. Seeing that the Country People were in great Numbers, I went to each of the 
Bailions, and encouraged the Sepoys, and called them to me into the Body of the Place, and 
formed tiicrn together. I left a Havildar and Ten Sepoys at the Rung Mahul, to proteft the 
Baggage; but it was Night Time; the Country People made an Alfault with Ladders, and 
entered the Fort, and both Parties fought refolutely. At this l ime they [)laced Ladders againft 
ilic Inner Fort, toward the South, and entered upon the BaRion : I feized an advantageous Op- 
portunity (attacked) and killed Seventeen of the J/nemy on the Baflion, and wounded fevcral 
others. About Hall after 'Pen at Night they made an Attack upon the Wellcrn BaRion : As there 
W..S a Straw Cluipper on that BaRion, 1 took Richer under it, and threw down, with all my Force, 
a Part of the Brick Battlement on the Enemy, by which Four of them were killed; One other fell 
by a Mulquet Ball; and iliey retreated. A Third Time, about Three o’Clock in the Morning, 
the Country People railed a gieat Shout, and attacked us again: 1 was then engaged on the Inner 
I ’ort BaRion : Scubunlc Havildar was poRcd, with Twelve Sepoys, to guard the Burgomauls; 
they ruflicd upon him in a Body, and Seubunfe called out tc me, with a loud Voice, that the Bur- 
gomauls had attacked him : I gave him Orders to put them all to the Sword; he inRantly Rruck 
oil' the Heads of P.igliteen Burgomauls, and threw them out, and he wounded fevcral others. The 
Morning now broke, and I entertained a Hope that the Enemy would fly, and that the People of 
the down would certainly join me; but the Country People, the Fougedar, &c. were all united 
with the Rajah; they lifted up their Arms, and faid, The Doway^ of the Nabob Saadut Ally 
Khan, and the Begum, has Iprcad through the Country; for the Rajah Clicit Sing has 
dellroycd all the Englifli, and Letters have come to the Rajahs to put the Dependants of the 
Knglilh to the Sword, wherever they may be found : And he faid, Where will they go ? the 
Country is mine; I am a Bhonear Rajah, how long will they (be able to) oppofe me?’* In 
Inch Difeourfe d'wo Gurries of the Morning had paffed away. From the EaRcrn to the Weflera 
(latc, within the Mahul, they furrounded the Inner Fort on all Sides, and the Adioii w is renewed 
Wc continued engaged for Five Pahr (Fifteen Hours) with the Enemy, without tailing cither 
Food or Water. At this Time, Furhaud Beg came from the Rajah Bhonca, to make Propofals, 
of which he infoimed me by One of my People. The Havildar Superlaud faid, “ IVrhaps 
the Rajah has lent him to fupport us ; no Matter, let him be called lo 1 lent for him, and 
he came up to the Gate of the Inner Fort, and when he law me, he faid to me, “ You have no 
MaRcrs; the Enghfli arc all killed, and the Colonel and Mr. Gordon are confined by the 
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Begum.” 1 gave him infulting Language in Reply to tliis, and told him to tell rhi, ‘Ir. . 
the Sepoys who were with me-, and he did repeat it, with a loud Vo ce to ihe Senol 

,h™. •• You have „0 Mallera. g.v. up ,h'c Bu.goualula, .h” Vh;Rai i? 

Service, or go whe^e they think proper.” In Reply wc faid, “ The good Fortune o ou 
Mailers is on our Side, and while wc have Life we will nglit; and wc will not give up die 
Burgomauls. At this Junaure Selamut Khan jemmadar of Grenadiers, with Nme Sepoys 
uncxpeaedly arrived in the lown from Nerownah : My People from the Inner Foit law tha? a 
Company had arrived near to the Cutwall’s Chubbootre ; they give a loud Shout and I d 
« A Company of Grenadiers is arrived from Kunkooa j” and their Spirits were railed • and wc 
opened the Gate of the Fort, and Selamut Khan joined us. The Bravery and Reloluuon ol’selimut 
Khan are not to be dclcnbed. When the Enemy beheld the Arrival of Selamut Khan leamndar 
they turned their Faces to Flight : Ipurlucd them with my People through the Weltcrn Gate' md 
many of the Enemy were killed and wounded, and Numbers were killed and Numbers’were 
drowned in the River j and, by the BlclTing of God, we obtained the Victory. I returned into 
the Fort, and immediately lecured Ferhaud Beg and Fyz.oolla Beg, who had come to make Pio- 
polals about the Burgomauls ; I wrote an Account of the whole of this AlVair to the Colonel 
and to the Captain*. After a few Days, an Order came from tlie Colonel to Muimowur Kliaii’ 
direding, that it the Rajah Mullapha Khan had bem put to Death, we 
Head. Munnowur Khan fhewed me the Order. 1 laid, “ I'lie 


will write to the Colonel on the Subject.” 


li not. 111 ike oil' his 
Order is nut wiiticn to me-, I 
And it was underlloorl from theCouinry Feopie, that 
the Captain was marching tow.ards Banaris, (but) that the Grenadier Sepoys had miuinied, and 
demanded their Pay; tliat the Captain gave them Three Months Pay, and projiolcd to tiiem to 
march with him to Banaris: 'I'he Sepoys all anlwcrcd, that they would go lo llungulla, and deioei 
up their Arms at the Gate of the Begum-, in confequence of whidi, the Captain was obliged to give 
up his Intentions of going to Banaris, and return to Gooruckpoor; and he gave Orders, that' the 
Head of Mullapha Khan fhould be ftruck off ; and he was beheaded accord, ngly -, and a Pro- 
clamation was made through the Town, that tliofe who were guilty ot luch Ciinies would meet 
with the fame Punifliment. The Captain halted for fome Days, and brought up (..i.un tor the 
Sepoys. At this i ime, the Brother of Soobaun Sing, Pulwaun Sing, with' a ihoul.uid M.itcli- 
locks, and others. Country People, was at Gooruckpoor-, and they railed an Outeiy, and l.iid 
that the Englifli ftiould not remain in the 'Fuwn, and they prepared lor Aefioiii lo the C.ipt.iiti 
crofled the Raubty, A Bullock Man belonging to the Artillery, who returned into the Town to 
buy Fodder, they put to Death. Marching from thence, in Four D.iys the Captdin ai i ivcd at 
Baunly. The Kanny of Baunfy came to ice him, but her Son prepared for 1 IdiuliiKs i he hud, 
They have ftruck off the Head of our Hajah at Gooruckpoor, and 1 will be revenp/ dd’ Wc 
marched Irom thence ; and the Rajah of Bulrampoor, with his People, had thrown up an In- 
trenchinent acrols the Road ; and he laid, “ It is the Begum’s Orders, that you Hull not march by 
this Road/* With the greateft Hazard and Caution wc marched fiorn thence, and arrived at 
Koonda, and the Country People retired into the Fort. 

- This is a true Account which I have fet forth. 

Ahl.iiicl SinL^ 


“ Num. 3. N. 

“ Trandation of the Depofiiion of Denoo Sing, Subadar. — The Deponent fvvorn befoteC. hi i 
Jiillicc Sir Elijah impey, November ■26th, 1781. 

“ On the i6th of Ramzan, an Order came to me from the Commander of the Battalion, that a 
Jemmadar and Sepoys belonging to the Company of Dut Sing were coming to me; th.it I riioiilil 
deliver over to him the Fort and the Gun, and the Burgomauls, and that 1 m)lcll niouhl march 
and join Mr. Gordon at Taundeh. On the 13th the laid Jemmadar and Sepoys joined me at 
Dummooreah Gunge ; and, being relieved on the fame Day, on the i4tli of the laid Month I 
inarched towards Taundeh. The Zemeedars and Villagers lurrounded us all the Way from Dum* 
mooreah Gunge to Ruddouly, and they faid, The Government of the Colonel is at an Fnd (h:l 
they had not the Refolution to attack us. They alfo faid, 'Phe Rajah Clieit Sing has rut ofl the 
Englifli Forces at Banaris, deliver up your Baggage, it is the OrUer of the Begum ” In tius 
Situation 1 replied, “ Idic Baggage belongs to us, and wc have Ammunition to tlelend it; il any 
one choofes to attack it, let him come.” Wc lay the whole Night on our Arms at Ruddouly. 
We marched the next Morning, and arrived at Bully, but got no Intelligence (>t Mr. (lordon to 
enable us to join him. Ghuft'oor Beg, Subadar of the Nabob’s Artillery, told me that Baubo * 
Dhun Sing, with a thoufand Matchlocks, had taken poll in the Jungle of Bully, and that he had 
moreover funk all the Boats on the River. I halted Six Hours at Bully, lea’i-hiog aft'^r Boils-, at 
l^ift I procured a very Imall one, and when I was about to crols, tlie Subadar B^jy .Sing arrived, after 
a March of Twenty CojS, in which March a Sepoy and Three Horlcs were killed, and hour 
Sepoys wounded. Bejy Sing defired 1 would flop for Two or I hrcc Gurry, till his l^eople had ate 
their Vifluals, for they had marched Twenty Cofs. At the I'lmc that Bejy Snig’s Sepoys had 
tJnticd their Cummurbunds [laid afidc their Arms], the Country People, with Bauboo Dhun Sing, 
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camr and furrouncied us in the Village of Bufty j in confiquence of which, I refolvcd to feizc upon 
the Fort of Bufly, and take Port there|^ 1 he Subadar of the Artillery before mentiorKd, and 
others of the People, faid, “ Accounts have arrived trom the Begum that all the Engti(h ‘arc cut 
off: Why will you feizc upon the Fort and take PoflelTjon of it — I dcfired the faid Subadar to 
join and fupporc me*, he replied, “ Whoever is appointed Aumil of the Pergunnah I will join him 
i will not go with you." At this 'I'lmc a Man arrived, and brought News, that Mr. Gordon 
was at Sunjur Ghaut, in the Fergiinnah (»f Kuddouly \ fo I marched to Mecr Gunge, intending to 
go from thence to the faid Ghaut, and I font a Sepoy, naked, to obtain Intelligcnec of Mr. Gor- 
don, The faid Sepoy returned, and bruught Word that Mr. Ciordun and tiie Subadars and Jem- 
madars were impriioned at Faundeh by Orders trom the Begum; that many of the Sepoys had 
deierted, and fcveral had been killed: When 1 heard this News, and that the Ghauts on the River 
were (hut, and that the Rajuhs, with Six thoufand Matchlocks, bad furrounded Ahlaud Sing in the 
Fort ol Gooruckpoor, with an Intention to let the Burgomauls at i/iberiy ; 1 determined to march 
to Gooruckpoor: On the Road, News anivcd that ihrouglj the good Fortune of our Mafters all 
the Country People had been put to l^lighr, and that Ahlaud Sing had obtained the Viflory; in 
conlequence of which I went to Mukhur, and there I faw that all the Puruuuiiali Aumils of chat 
Country had taken fhclter in the Monument of Kubbeer Daus •, from tlicm I learned, that it was 
the Begum’s Orders to cut off all ihofe who were connected with the I'.nglirti in Surwar, where- 
ever they might be found. 1 alio heard that the Rajah Cheit Sing had deftroyed all the Englilh 
Troops, and that Three of the Kngiifh had been killed *, it was .dfo reported, that the Authority 
of the Nabob Saaduc Ally Khan and the Begum was ellablilked throughout all the Country. I 
marched trom Mukhur, and arrived at the fort of Gooruckpoor. After this a Letter came from 
Bauboo Ajeet Sing to Ahlaud Sing, to this Purport *, “ Deliver over the Burgomauls to me, and 
I will caule you to be conduced wherever you think proper to go; or (if you think proper) enter 
into my Service, for you have no Mailer *, why will you give yourfclvcs up to Delh’udfion ?" We 
and Ahlaud Sing lent a verbal Ard'wer, I’hat the Fortune of our Mailers was on our Side ; if he 
thought proper he might come ; That while we had Life wc would not give up the Burgomauls, 
but that we would put them all to the'Sword. Wc wrote an Acccount of thefe Things to iht Co- 
lonel, and received the following Anfwer, that we fhould maintain our Port in the Fort, and that 
we (hould march toward him with the Captain (when he arrived). It was now known that the 
Captain intended to march to Banaris by the Road of Nuddi Kaunoon; but that the Grenadiers 
had mutinied, and obliged him to return. It was alfo heard that Fiutch Saw, and Genoo Roy, 
and Rajah Ajeet Mull, &c. had refolved to attack the Captain, becaufe Letters had come from 
the Riijah Cheit Sing to all the Zemeedars, to this Purport, “ Wherever there are Dependants of 
the J ’nglifli, kill and drive them out." It was moreover reported, that when the Captain marched 
to Kunkooa,on his Way to Banaris, the Grenadiers made a Difturbance, and demanded their Pay: 
7 'li:u he gave 'Fhrec Months l^iy to the Sepoys, to prevail upon them to march with him to Ba- 
nans, but t!uit thole Cowards would not conlcnt; they faid, “ We will not go to Banaris : Wcarc 
t!ic S( rvants of the Begum and Saaduc Ally Khan ; wc will deliver up our Guns and our Arms at 
the (iatec'f the Begurn." — Without Remedy, the Captain was obliged, by the Difobedience of his 
li^x'ps, fo march to Gooruckpoor, where we joined him; moreover, Pulwaun Sing, the Brother 
of the Rajah Soobaun Sing, came with a thoufand Matchlocks, and he and the Inhabitants of 
( ivjoruckiioor railed a Clamour, demanding that the Captain llaould march from thence, and they 
killed the Bi other of the Ciiowdry of ihc Bullock Men, who went into the Town to buy Fodder. 

• At this Ihmc Half the Froops hud ciofied the Raubty, when the foregoing Accident happened ; 
the Captain mariiied by the Way of Baunfy. After our Arrival at Baunfy it rained Six Days 
without Intermifiion. I he Rjuiiy of Baunfy came to fee the Captain, but her Son llood prepared 
for Ilollilities. After Six Days, we marched from thence to Purtaul Buckra, from thence to 
Dummoorca Gunge ; marching from thence, we halted at Chunderdeep for Two Days; when 
we marched from thence the Captain went on in Front ; Hurdeaul, Commandant, was in the Rear; 
a Skirmilh eniued between him and the Country People ; Two of them were taken Prifoners, and 
One was killed by a Mulket Shot. We marched from that Place to the Nullah of Attrolch, 

I hree Cofs to the Weilwurd ; we marched from Attrolch, and were oppol'ed, near Bulrampoor, 
by about Two thoufand Country People; but when the Battalion and Gun were drawn up front- 
ing them, they gave way and Bed ; the Road cleared, wc marched, and encamped at the Nuddy 
.Koaubch ; wc continued there One Night, ^nd marched to Gonedch. When wc anived at Go- 
nedeh, the Country People quitted our Rear. This is a tiue Account which is written. 

Denoo Sing. 


Num. 3. O. 

“ Trandaiion of the Dcpofiiion of Ram Sing, Jemmadar. — The Deponent fvvorn before Chief 
Jullice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 

“The Rajah Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, united thcmfelves all Three to- 
ge hcr, and bound themlclves by Oath ; and thefe were the improper Rcfoluiions which they had 
agreed to, That they would crofs the River Gograh, and eftablifli their own Authority there; for 
Litters had arrived from the Rajah Cheit Sing at Banaris, in which he faid, “ All the Englilh arc 
cut ofF; the Government of the Englilh is overturned; I have taken PoflTefnon of the Country; 



^Uiih your Authoriw alfo in thofe Diftrifts •* u «,« i i, r uv , 

Ii wu olfe f«p^ th#tColohd Haaoay and cSn WiSlam! S 
Futtth.Sawc^ to inform hUufdf Of 

nj»io Kunkooa, tb out off the People an% blunder the Puie^ A^’ 
the Captub raiMrfled fiom Lucknow^ and arrived at Kunkoaa ^ I alfn arrivi^H »tv t, ^‘me 
ably to Odetk fo the Evening he informed .11 the SgbS;, and foZ di aK™ “*T‘ 
they were to fnaK* towards Banoris the next Day. In aSJcnce o/ Sh I- ? ^ 
tbeSubidarsUDdliud. that they had no Money Th?SS« ^ u'*' 

only Four nr Five Men, take (your L) and I wfpay the Ba’tulion when we Sc at C 
f"?* ’rkKhMo.# Eight from kunkooa, tL Battalion had gone on ab"ut a Cofs Si 
hearing the a^, Nufflgert of Sepoys returned, and loaded their Pieces, and Hxed !hc 1 r Bayonet^ 
and pwt^ them at the Capmtnt jn confequence of which, he recalled the whole Battalion and 
tdd^in^to their Pay and rnarth with him to BanarU >^o which they aH a«ccd but wSfi 
the Captain had ^ven tl^ pree Months Pay, the Men who were the MudnSlifed a Cla- 
^ur, (and find) ‘‘ we wiUtake our Arms and the Gun to the Chuckladar, and rcceifre our Pay 
from him, for the Chucklaihr » a Servant of the Begum’s, and we alfo are thi Beanm'. 

Captain raid to the CoLandant and the Subadars. « f by! ^d 
them all, wliatthenis the paufeof tbia improper !^haviour ?” but what he faid had no E"*" 


Ram Sing. 

^ « NbM. 3. P. 

•* Tranllation of the De^Gtiop of I^nleal Sing, Commandant.-**>The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Juitice Sir ^ijablmpey, November 36th, 1781. 

*« The Servant Hordeaj Sihg, Commkhdaht of Major Macdbnafd’f Battalion, gives thefollowlng 
^cowt. I was Rationed in the Phfgunrtth of Bed|^r, in the DiftriiSl of N*rrain Buttool, with 
Two Commies of S^ys of Captam Wilhams's Battalion, Threb hundred and Fifty Nejecb and 
Sehbundy Men, and One Gun, and adled in the Biifinefsof the Sirkat agreeably to my’^Oidcrs. 
From tb 15* of RaibXhn I rewired fevctal Letters ffom Mahoromed Shuffee Khan, the 
Chuckladtr, and from the Captain, who were then at Ktifikodi, to march fpecdily with my 
borce and join them, for that, the Power bf the turbulent iCotihtry People and Rajahs was bc- 
rome exceffive. At this Time I ctdleffod tt^ther the j^ople who were Rationed at different 
Flaws t and on die ipth of the faid Month, notwithfhuiding the Waters were very much out in 
the Rwd, I marched toward KunkoOa, When f arrived it Ram Kolah, which is about Fifteen 
x. 11 Situation, I heard, from the general Reports bf the People, that the Rajahs Ajcct 

rj j®*** Fotteb Saw, and Getioo Roy, who had been expelled from their Zcmceclarics, and 
refided with the Rajah Cheit Sing in the Country of Banaris, had ail Three, by Orders from 
p <r'!r Fajah Cheit Sing, mwefaed from thenw, and croffed the Gograh, and taken 

Fofleflion of their Lands i and that the Rnah Cheit Sing had aOlfted the faid Rajahs with Five and 
twenty thoufand Rupees to drive out the Ensthh^ (direaingj that they (hould drive them and all 
their Dependsnts out of their DiftrifU. ' When I came to the next Stage, I heard that the 
Gimadiers, whb were with CanMn yfillixmi at Kimkooi, hi^ mutinied, and confined the Cap- 
uin, and crodly beat his Moonilhy t that th^ had got their Pay,’ and intended to go off to the 
Visecr) and but no Wie ittendea ro. theOrdbii's of die Captain. As the Companies with me 
had been Infotmed wf iK^ Citouadtances^ 1 foothed and'periuaded ihem hot >10 think of ading 
to fuch a Mimner f dMtcPxjr wXf nfver 'withheld or ipft in the' Englilh Serviw; that they would 
^^•ve eve^WunB of that Which was dtoe to them j buttbxf U would be improper for tnero, at 
toM Tincy to ad w. othem bad done. Hie Sepoys aSbhted to what I had faid, and, notwitb* 
ttondingtheOppofitkin of the Country Pifople on fhe'Road, vre arrived in Safety, and with the 
S'Weft £)ipedMoiv et Xuilkdeti, end attended; the Captain and the Chpckladar, and 1 then 
tow widi my own Eyes What 1 bad before heard tfo the JRoad. The Captain faid, when 
f swot to Mm, “ You have without Dodbt heard howl Things are berej what are^helnteo' 
toMM of the with you ‘ I faid in reply,' tint the People along with me, both the Se- 
Ws, die Kd^jedb and the* Siilfohndy Men, hid hd'other Intentions but tboft of obeying his Or- 
I aid diet be might^ itt el) Events, make, hltoitflf eafy as to thofe Men. The Captain then 
to«» ** ft; wai my lntentbi to have taken the Gfeiiidier Companies, and the Two Guns, and tq 
«vc lurcbed 10 Banaris, and joined the Governor* by the Way of the Noddy Kaunoon » and 
™ have chaftifed the three Ri^s, with whom we fliouid have fallen in on the Road », but the 
''‘onaditta would not eunleitt to thisy do you inquire 6f them what their Intentions are.’* Agree- 


( 674 ) 

• 

febly to the Orders of the Captain^ I went at Night to the Line to the Sobatfars anj 
and Sepoy Grenadiers, and alked what they wiihed for and intended. The Sepoys all replied, 
«' If the Captain refolves to march to the Eaftward, not one oLus wilt gt> withnims inoieover 
we will march early To morrow Morning to the Weftward, to the Vizeerj whoever chufes to g6 
that Way may accompany us.” 'I'he Two Grenadier. Subadars then told me to go to my Tent, 
for that thefe Matters the Two Companies had already talked upon with the Captain. I again 
endeavoured to prevail upon the Sepoys and Subadars, and told them to continue, and fet their 
Minds at Reft *, that I would go and fpeak to the Captain r that, if he approved of ir, he would 
take them with him, and march to the Weftward i that, at all Events, it would be better to obey 
him. At laft I Toothed and appeafed them, and went to the Captain and told him what had 
paired. After this, the Captain ordered me to go to Mahommed Shuftce Khan, the Chuckladar, 
and tell him to prepare to march. I went to the Chuckladar, and delivered the Meffage. In 
anfwer, the Chuckladar, who had fent a Perfon named Munlhan Ram, ’on his Parr, to the 
Rajahs Ajeet Mull, Fucteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, before mentioned, on a private Burmefs, made 
tlic Want of Cattle for his Baggage an Excufc •, and defired that we would halt Two or Three 
Days longer, and that he would then coltefl Bealls of Burden, and march. The faid Chuckla- 
dar told me the next Day, and told the Captain alfo, that a Man of his was returned, and had 
brought Information, that Four Companies of Sepoys and Four Guns were come from the Ra- 
jah Cheit Sing,’ to the AlTiftance of the Rajahs Ajeet Moll, Futtth Saw, and Gcooo Royj and 
moreover, that they would crofs the Gograh, and join them that Day. At length, Two 
Days after my Arrival, our whole Force marched toward Gooruckpoor j and, notwiihftanding 
the Rajahs and the Country People molefted us on all Sides on the March, and the Waten 
and Nullahs were out, yet in Six Days we arrived in Safety at Gooruckpoor. — There I beard front 
the People, that Orders from the Begum had arrived to all the Rajahs of Pergunnahs, not to 
permit any EngUIh Gentlemen, or any of their Dependants, to pafs in Safety through their feparate 
Diiirifls i and that they had furrounded Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, who was Rationed with a few Se- 
poys in the Fort of Gooruckpoor) but that, through the good Fortune of our Mailers, the 
Enemy was repulfed, and obliged to retire ) that no Englilh Letters, or others, or Hircarrahs, 
were permitted to pafs ) and that, if the Country People difeovered any Englilh l,etters or others 
in the Hands of Hircarrahs, they^courged them with the greateil Severity. In confequence of 
thefe (Accounts) the Captain fent for me, and faid, “ The People have raifed great Difturb* 
anccs in the Country •, beyond this no Grain will arrive, therefore we mull boy Grain here, and 
carry it with us.” In the Space of Eight Days, Grain was procured for the March, and Bu!« 
locks got together, and in Four Days, notwithftandiog the heavy Rains, we crofted the Raubty, 
and niarcbed towards Sukroreh : From the Day that we arrived at Baunfy, far Six Days, fuch 
heavy Rains fell, both Day and Night, that no one had the Power to ftir from his Place. With- 
out Remedy, we halted during that Time, and on the Firft Day that the Rain fubhded, we 
marched, and in Two Days arrived at Dummoorea Gunge. At that Place there was a Nullah 
in the Road, which was overflowed by the Rwns, and llopt our Progrefs) and we were at laft 
obliged to hale there One Day to make a Bridge, over which the Troops were pafted. While 
we were crofling, the Country People Ihowed thcmfelves, but were repulied, and obliged to retreat 
We proceeded from thence the next Day, and March after March to Bulrampoor. As the 
River Kuwannah crofled our Way at that Place, we were obliged to halt there for One Day •, at 
laft we pafted that River in Safety, and by repeated Marches arrived at Sukroreh. This Account, 
knowing it proper, is written according to the Truth. 

Hurdeaul Sing, 

fealed with his Scal| 

** Num. 3, Qj 

“ Tranflation of the Depofition of Bejy Sing, Subadar.— The Deponent fworn before Chief Juftlcc 

Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, I ;8 1 . 

On the 13th of Ramzan I received Orders from Mr. Williams to join Mr. Gordon at 
Taundeh, and to deliver over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg. Agreeably to Or- 
ders, I delivered over the Gun' and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg, and fet out. When I 
arrived at Naurood the Hooly Rejoicings bad commenced ) and the ^untry People gathered 
together on all Sides, and furrounded me. Making an Effort, I pulbed on from thence about a 
Cofs } but the Enemy were now increafed to a prodigioui Num^f. Till Nine o’clock at Night 
they continued to iniult us ) and when the Moon got up, they began to fire with Matchlockit and 
they faid, You have (truck off the Head of the Rajah Juggut Sing) where will you go? — 
will ftrike off your Heads in Return. It is the Orders of- the Begum, that whoever ftrikei 
off and brings in the Head of an Englifliman, (hall receive a Reward ^ a Thoufand Ru- 
pees ( and for the Head of a Subadar or Jemmadar a Hundred Rupees •, and for cvfery Se- 
poy’s Head (truck off and brought,' that a Reward of Ten Rupees ftail be given,"— The At- 
tack continued through the Ni^tj One Sepoy was killed, and Seven Men and Three Horles 
wounded, of oiy Party. The Country People faid, Give up your Baggage, and Arms, and 
Coats, and go naked where you plcafe:’’ But I ftood firm, and we fought with them, and 
marched on, Night by Night, to Baunfy, where we were quitted by ih^^emy. Havingjoined 

Dhoon 
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Dl^a Suig Subadar at Baunfy, we marched from thence with him. This which is related is 
true. 

Beiy Sing, 

and lealcd with his Seal. 

' ** Kum. 3. kt 

** Ttaofladon of the Depofition of Merun, Moonlhy to Mr. Gordon,~The Deponent fworn before 
Chief Jufticc Sir Elijah Impey, November 16th, 1781. 

** I Merun, &c. coofidering God and the Prophet of God as prefent, do fwcar upon the facred 
Koraun to the following Fads Which I give in Writing: That on the 7th of the Month of 
September, Mr. Gordon, with Four Companies of Sepoys, and a Hundred Horfe of the Ruf- 
fauleh of Kuzza Beg Khan, did march from the Ghaut Jehoora for Taondeh ; and at th^Jt 
Time, from our fetting out till our Arrival at I'aundeh, Thoufands of Country People aircmblcd 
together, and attempted to cot oflF the Troops and the Baggage •, fo that there was a continued 
Aftion, both with Swords and Mufketry, all the Way .—But as the Order of March was well 
regulated, a^ the Sepoys were not deficient in Firmnefs and Refolurion, many of the Ifnemy 
were killed t and on this Side, not a Angle Article of the Property of any one was plundered j 
Mr Gordon conducing them all, together with the whole of the Baggage, in perfeft Safety 
to the Nullah of Teerah, which runs beneath Taundch. On our Arrival there, he intended 
to croft the Nullah, and encamp at Taundch i and he gave Direftions for the Troops to 
saftover. When they were about to crofs, (it appeared thatl all the Boats were on the 
oppofite Side of the Nullah ■, and the People of the Taundeh Foogedar, whole Name is Shum- 
lhe« Khan, flood Guard over the Boats, and faW, “ It is the Orders of the Fougedar, that 
the Boats lhall not paft over to that Side.’’— •When Mr. Gordon heard of this, he wrote a 
Letter to the Fougedar, and fent it by a Hircarrah. The Contents of the Letter were : “ I 
am a.Scrvant of the Nabob, and am going to join the Army by his Ordersi where is the 
Propriety of Ihutting up the Ghaut, and refufing to permit People to pafsr —The faid Htr- 
carrah took the Letter, and went to the Ghaut, and endeavoured to get over, but the Fouge- 
dar’s People would not allow him to crofs. When 1 faw .that they would not permit the 
Hircarrah to paft over, I gave Mr. Gordon’s Letter to a Servant of the Fougedar s, who had 
fwam over to our Side of the Nullah to fee one of his Friends % and I told him to convey it, 
bv fome Means or other, to the Foogedar. He put the Letter in his Turban, and fwam back 
acroft the Nullah, and delivered it to the Fougedar, who read the Contents, but returned no 
Sort of Anfwer. At the Time when the Letter arrived, Mirza Ruzza Beg Khan, Rolftmchdar, 
who by chance had arrived alone on fome Bufineft, and had croffed over brfo^re this Afiair, was 
fitting by Shumfhecr Khan, and is an Evidence that the Letter arrived. The faid Mirza dc- 
clarei to me, and confirmed it by Oaths, that the Utter came to the 7 ^'" At uft 

prefent j and that, although he endeavoured to perfuadc him, “ . l 

L fent for Three Guns, and fome Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were ftationed at Taundeh j 
and he pointed the Guns acroft the Nullah at the Troops, and ftationed the Men at the Ghaut, 
and ordered them not to permit a Tingle Perfon to ctofs. In confcquence thereof the F f 
People flood at the Ghaut, and ufed infulting Language-, and faid, that if any one attempted to 
crol the Tver, they would fire upon him. Whch Mr. Gordon faw this, that no Anfwer to hi 
Le er had Sme from the FoogeJar, and that his People were inclined to Hoftd.ties, he direacd 

per CoHduft. According to the Orders I had received, I went JJt 

Lt. and faid that I was fent by Mr. Gordon to the Fougedar on Bufinefs, and defired that t,,^ 
would allow me to crofs over alone t but they would.not liften to nje, or fend a ^ 

over. Without Remedy, 1 returhed to Mr. Gordon, and informed him of the Behaviour or tnc 
People at the Ghaut. He faid. « If they will not give yo“ » ^oa J 'i is ;;;; 

Elephant; and fwim him ovcr."-I o^e^ and mounted “ their Piece, 

to pufh the Elephant into the Nullah. .k/MulUh we will fire upon you, 

..4 Sid, “ »««-» <>”' 'J5 Wo. -T lo5 ^ 

and kUl you." Per Force I returned to Mr. ^1, our Enemy alfo j that he 

Country People faw thi» Affair, that the Fougedar of TM"dch was om h y ^ 

bad fhut op the Ghaut, and would not permit ^ ^ 5^® (he Ghaut (hut up, and 


fled: At this Time Cally Perfhaud, a ^=«“‘orde7 Vfe from the 

by a ThouAind Intreaties and Supplications, oB^n^ . remained with 

Fougedar. and fent it over. Mr. Cordon then ftw th« J„of, over. All 

hims ‘hat continuing there alone WM to no Pur[»fe, was plundered} that which tht^ 

^ Bag^ge, and tte Baggage of his Servants and Followers, was piun 
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carried over with them when they crofled, and defivercd into the Hands of the Fougedar’a 
People, who promifed to protect it, was afterwards taken by them, and never returned. Some 
Days after, fome Firelocks were produced from the Houfe of the Fougedar { and many of the 
People’s Effcds were feen there } but the FougedaPs Men did not deliver them up. . In Ihort, 
this is the Subltance of the Affair which happened at Taundeh} and I have wrote this Account 
upon Oath, that whoever reads it may know it to be true. Written with my own Hand. 

Moonilqi' I 4 eruo. 


** Num. 3. S. 

Tranflation of the Depofitions of Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Csmt^n Wil- 
liams, and Doond Sing, Subadar. — ^The Deponents fworn before Chief Juftice Sir Elijah lot* 
pey, November a6th 1781. 

We, Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Captain Williams, and Doond Sing, 
Subadar of Grenadiers in the Battalion of Major Macdonald, do fwear (one) upon the Iwed 
Koraun, and (the other) by the Ganges, &c. to the (Troth of the) following Depofition, 
which we give in Writing : That on the 7th of the Month of September, Mr* Gordon, with Four 
Companies of Sepoys, and a hundred Horfe of the RalTauleh of Ruzza Beg Khan, did march 
from the Ghaut of Jehoorah toward Tauodeh, and we (the Deponents) were along with him. 
From our fetting out, till our Arrival at Taundeh, Tboufands of Country People furrounded us 
on every Side, with Intention to cut off the Troops and the Baggage } lo that we were continu- 
ally engaged both with Swords and Small Arms the whole Way t but as the Order of March was 
well regulated, the Enemy could not fucceed in their Att^pts upon the Army. After fkir- 
mifhing throughout the whole March, by which feveral of the Enemy were killed, we arrived in 
Safety, about Two o’Clock in the Afternoon, on the Bank of the Nullah dfTeerab, which runs 
beneath Taundeh } after our Arrival there, Mr. Gordon wanted to crofs the Nullah, and halt in 
Taundeh, and he gave us Orders to crofs the Nullah. We attempted topafs over, but the-Fou- 
gedar of Taundeh, by Name Shumlhcer Khan, heating that Mr. Gordon was about to crofs 
the Nullah, prepared Three Guns, and Three or Four Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were 
Rationed with him, and polled them at the Ghaut, and they pointed the Guns toward the Troops 
of Mr. Gordon i and the Fougedar gave Orders not to permit a fingle Man belonging to that 
Gentleman to crofs. Although Mr. Gordon wrote a Letter to the faid Fougedar, it made no Sort 
of ImprelTion upon him. At laft the Evening came. It happened that Ruzza Beg Khan bsd 
arrived alone on fome Bulinefs, before this Affair, and eroded over to Taundeh. Ine Cavalry 
belonging to the faid Ruffaulehdar, before any one elfe, fwam their Horfes acrofs the River, and 
fled. The Sepoys feeing Thoufands of Country People advancing, on one Side » the Ghaut 
Ihut up by the Fougedar Shumlhcer Khan, who would allow no one to pais, on the ocher t and 
that the Cavalry who accompanied them were difperfed and gone, gave up at once their Steadi- 
nefs and Refolucion, and taking oiF their Coats, and throwing down their Arms, turned theni> 
felves to Flight, until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten or Eleven Men, for all the reft had fled. 
At this Time Cally Perlhaud, Mr. Scott’s Bcngally, who refided at the Kooty in Taundeh, by a 
Thoufand Supplications and Entreaties, obtained an Order from the Fougedar for One Boat, 
which he fent over. Mr. Gordon was then alone on the Bank i he was forced to crofs t and all 
the Baggage belonging to him and bis Followers was plundered. 

Meer Ahmud Ally, and Doond Sing. 


“ Num. 3. T. 

Tranflation of the folemn Declaration of the Ranny Golaub Kooer, made pn the 12 th Day of 
November lySij before Chief Juftice Sir Eljjah Impey. 

On the fl7th of Shabaun, Sunday, the Chiefs who came to Ramnagur from Lutteefgur, ap- 
pointed by Rajah Cheit Sing, were Mocundy and Ram Buklh, Bhemun Sing, and Cullian Sing, 
and Baul Kilhen Huzzirry, and Sirdar Sing, a Follower of Ramjewun, and l^am Sheweb, a FoU 
lowcr of Ajayb Sing, and Dildar Hooflein Khan, and Nuzaur AmrilF, with their own Parties. On 
the next Morning, which was Monday the zSth of Shabaun, the above-named Chiefs had an 
Engagement at Ramnagur, with the Companies which came from the Fort of Chunar { at Two 
Pahr and a Half of the Day (i paft One P. M.), thoTe Companies were defeated, and the In- 
telligence was immediately lent to Lutteefmar i and at Om Pahr of the Night (Nine o'CIock), 
Bauboo Soojaun Sing having left Lutteefgur, with Gbtrfaum Hoofltin Khan, and Fya-Oolla 
Khan, arrived that flime Night at Ranutsgur, when Two Gurries of it remained. 

“ Tuefday the whole Day he was employed in Preparatioas, and in ftationtng the above-men- 
tioned Chiefs, and in loading Bamboo Ladders oa the Boats, and Guns upon the Pinnace. And 
he gave Orders to the ChiA and the Troops, that at Twelve at Night, on WedneWsy,- they 
(howd crofs and attack the Governor General, and the other Englifii Gentlemen who rehded in 
McKiglew Daus’s Garden. All the Inhabinmis oi Ramnagur, as well as I, law and heard cfaefe 
Particulars. 

(The Ranny’s Signature.) 

' « With 


3 
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«« With refpcft to Cheit Sing's having, from of old, an improper Correfpondcncc with the Be 
gums at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Bhcraich and Goornckpoor, the Declaration of the above 
Kanny is as follows : 

« Since Two Yearsi bn account of the Enmity of Cheit Sing to me, I had left Ramnaeur and 
refjded in another Dwelling j and Cheit Sing had always afted towards me with fuch Enmity and 
Oppofition as cannot be defenbedt how, therefore, Ihould he have acquainted me with his 
Correfpondences ?— but I have heard from Report, that he had in many Places improper Cor 
refpondcnces. However, it is very plain that he had Enmity towards the Governor General • 
becauie, whenever he learned any thing to the Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letters of 
his Vakeels, or the Reports of ill-defigning Perfons, he ufed to rejoice This is l^nown to all 
the Inhabiunta of Ramnagur. Accordingly, whert the Governor General was lately cominff 
from Calcutta towards this Quarter, the Rajah and his Companions ufed to fay, “ the Gover- 
nor has been difplaccd, and is making his Efcape to Hindoftan," Befules, from the Rajah’s 
going to Buxar to meet him with the grcaicft Preparations* his Intention plainly appears. 

Ranny Golaub Kooer. 


“Num. 3. li. 

Tranflation of the Depofition of Gudgerauge Sing.—The Deponent fworn before Chief Juftice 
Sir Elijah Impey, November 12th, 1781. 

“ I Gudgerauge Sing, the ancient Kclladar of Ramnagur from the Time of the deccafed Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, do declare and give in Writing without Referve (confidcring God to be prefenc 
and a Witnefs) all that I have done, feen, or heard, to the following Eftird : 

" On the Day that the Engagement happened between the Forces which came from Chunar and 
the Troops of Rajah Cheit Sing, I was in Readinefs in the Fort of Ramnagur, with the Bur- 
kandazes with their Matches lighted. When the Chunar Army had been dctcatecl, a BuJgcrow 
from the Weftward came near the Ghaut of Buxey SudJanund. Having oblcrved it from the 
Fort, I went out by the Wicket Gate, which is to the Southward, with Seven or Eight Burkan- 
dazes i the Rowers, and other People belonging to the Budgerow, on feeing this, leaped into 
the Water, and the Gentleman was killed by the Stroke of a Sword from the Men who accom- 
panied me. About this Time I received Intelligence ihar the Ka'iah’s Cavalry* who oppofed the 
Chunar Army, had fledj upon this I was greatly confufed, and was defiroos of , carrying the 
Budgerow under the Fort, but the People of Buxey Suddanund took pofTcinon of the Budgerow, 
and declared that they would keep it, as it had come to their Ghaut. Two Burkandazes brought 
from the Budgerow Two Mulkets and fomc Cloths, and One of my People took One Mulkcr, 
whilR the Burkandazes took more Cloth and Arms. From thence I went to my Charge in the 
Fort. 

“ My further Depofition is as follows : 

« On the Night of the fame Day that the Army from Chunar was defeated, about Two GhurricS 
of the Night remaining, Bauboo Soojaun Sing arrived from Lutteefgur at Ramnagur. I heard 
from fcveral Perfons, that the faid Bauboo had given Orders to his Troops and Chiefs, to make 
a Night Attack on the Governor General and the other Gentlemen who were in Mahadew Dafs’s 
Garden. Accordingly, he employed his Troops in bringing Bamboo Ladders, and loading them 
on Boats, and every one was preparing for the Attack. 

“ 1 Iwear, that whatever is written in this Paper is true. 

Gudgerauge Sing (a). 


“ Further Extrad from the fame Appendix, P. III. P. 184. 

“FIFTH PARCEL. 

“ Num. 5. A. 

“ Affidavit of Captain Davy. 

“ Captain William Davy, private Perfian Secretary to the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. &c. upon Oath, faith, That he is acquainted with tlie 
Language fpoken by the Perfons who made the annexed Depofitions } that he received faid Depo- 
fitions verbally, from each of faid Deponents his (eparatc Depofition * and that he has rendered 
them faithfully into Englifti, to the beft of his Knowledge and Judgment* and that he has 
faithfully explained to faid Deponents, in their own Language, to each his proper Depofition, 
the Contents of faid annexed Depofition. 

Sworn before me this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 

E. Impey. 


• Vide fupra, from P. 233 to 246. 
8 K 
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t “ Num. 5# B. 

“ Affidavit of Shcakh Mahomed Aumeen Mcyhcr. 

‘‘Depofuion of Sheakh Mahommed Aumeen Mcyhcr, late a Commandantin the Service of Cheic 
Sing. — Upon his Oath fays, He was the Servant of Cheit Singj that he commanded a Battalion 
of Eleven hundred and Fifty Sepoys in his Service j that he accompanied Cheit Sing When he went 
to Buxar to meet the Governor General; that there was with Cheit Sing at that Time, the fol- 
lowing armed Force ; Two hundred and Twenty-eight Sepoys under the immediate Command of 
this Deponent, Six hundred Matchlock Men under the Command of Seuperfaud Sing, and 
Three hundred Peadahs, or Sword Men, called Huzzoory or Guards; that the above-mentioned 
Troops accompanied the Kajah in Boats*, and that the faid Rajah Cheit Sing was alfo attended by 
a Body of Six hundred Cavalry, under different Leaders *, that the Cavalry marched down on the 
Southern Bank or the Ganges, and direded their Movements by the Motion of the Fleet of Boats 
in which the Kajah and his Infantry were embarked : That when the Rajah Cheit Sing arrived at 
Ghauzipoor, he was joined by Bullum Dafs the Aumil, and the Dewan Ruggoobur Dial; and 
that when he proceeded on from thence, a Detachment of Cavalry and Matchlock Men (ftationary 
Troops at Ghauzipoor) in Number about Five hundred, accompanied the Rajah, marching along 
the Northern Bank of the River in the fame Manner as the Troops on the oppofite Side, moving 
when the Fleet moved, and halting when that halted *, that the Rajah arrived, and encamped on 
the Northern Side of the Ganges, oppofite the Fort of Buxar; that the Governor General ar- 
rived at Buxar the next Day j that the Rajah croffed the River, and waited upon him *, that he 
returned to his Camp, and about Three o’Clock in the Afternoon put his People and Fleet in 
Motion, returning as he had went, and the Troops on the Banks of the River accompanying the 
Boats ; that the Governor General proceeded the next Morning, and came up with the Rajah at 
Zcmcnccah, about Twenty Cofs from Buxar; that the Rajah again waited on the Governor Ge- 
neral on board his Boat; and that the Governor General then proceeded on before the Rajah, tho 
Rajah following at the Diftance of Four or Five Cofs, until they reached Banaris; that the Go- 
vernor General went to the Garden of Mahadew Dafs, and the Rajah to Shewallah Ghaut, his 
armed People taking their Stations in their Neighbourhood ; that his (the Deponent’s) People 
did not arrive with the Rajah, but that he joined him with Fifty Sepoys, and took his Station near 
to Shcwallah ; that Two Companies of Sepoys alfo joinetl the Rajah from Ramnagur.— The De- 
ponent further fays, That on the Day that the Three Gentlemen and the Two Companies of 
EngliQi Sepoys came to the Rajah, and the Circuntftancc of his Arrcft was known, the Rajah’s 
People (who were then ftationed round Shcwallah), to the Number of about Four thoufand, were 
armed and prepared for Aftion ; that at this Time Munnihar Sing, Scuamur Sing, and Nunkoo 
Sing, went to the Rajah : That the Difturbance and Difpute at the Gate ran high, and cncreafed 
every Moment : That the Huzzoories, Peadahs, and others, with their Arms, got upon the 
Chuppers which were erected againft the Wall on the Outfide ; that the Matchlock Men fired 
upon a Company who were without Shtwallah*; that the Deponent Counted Seven Matchlocks 
which were fired, and faw a Sepoy fall by the Firft Shot; that the Moment the Firing was 
heard, the Rajah’s People forced their Way Sword in Hand into Shewallah, and cut the Gentle- 
men and Sepoys to Pieces *, that the Rajah Cheit Sing cfcapcd during the Conflift to Ramnagur, 
and from thence to Luttcefpoor. 

‘‘ The Deponent further fays, That after the Detachment from Chunar was repulfed near Uain- 
nagur, and obliged to retreat, Soojaun Sing and the Buxey Suddanund arrived with Troops at 
that Place, and that by Orders from the Rajah they prepared Scaling Ladders, &c, in order to 
make a Night Affault on the Garden of Mahadew Dafs ; that Boats were prepared, and Guns and 
Troops marched down to the Ghaut of Aufi Sungum; that the Sepoys belonging to the Depo- 
nent refufed to crofs the River until they had obtained fome Refrclhment, having been without 
Food for Two Daysj that the Night pafled away without any Thing being done, and that the 
Governor General on that Night quitted Banaris, and arrived at Chunar j that Soojaun Sing and 
Suddanund Buxey wrote a Complaint to Cheit Smg againff the Troops under the Command of 
the Deponent the next Morning ; and that Soojaun Sing fent a Company of his own Sepoys to take 
pofleflTion of the Garden of Mahadew Dafs; that they plundered the Property of the Gentlemen 
at that Place, and returned to Ramnagur. 

“ The Deponent further fays. That the following is, to the beft of his Memory, a true Lift of 
the Forces with Kajah Cheit Sing; thofc on the regular Eftablilhment, thofc newly entertained, 
and thofc who came in to his Afliftance. 


Lift 
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Lift of the Eftablilhed Forces in the Service of Cheit Sing. 
Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, &c. 


Cavalry 
Body Guards, 
Sepoys 

Matchlock Men 


or feleft Troops, Cavalry and Infantry 

Cavalry and Infantry 
Cavalry and Infantry 


Attached to Bullum Dans — 

t root 500 . 

With Soqjaun Sing — , — — Cavalry and Infantry 

Sepoys and Artillery Men, with Two Guns — 

With Munnear Sinu < 


Number, 

i,7uO 

700 

1,1 50 

1,800 

800 

500 

340 

700 


« Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Luttcefpoor. 
Firft, entertained at Luttcefpoor — Matchlock Men and Sword Men 


Second, 


NUjjeeb 


— Sword Men from Lucknow 


Troops afl'embled from different Places. 

Infantry and Cavalry with Juggurdcavc Sing — 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Orders from Rajah 
D’ with Gooman Sing, fent for by the Rajah — 

D“ from the Fougedar of Bidduwy — — 

Kauipoots of the Tribe of Kugbunfie from Kurraukut — 

With Dillun Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Baudfhaahpoodmace — • 

Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Ruzza Rool Khaun — 

Kaujpoots colleded from Agorec and Purwah by Dea Lutchoo 
D° of the Tribe of Cummur colledcd by Soojaun Sing — 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Ranju Awun — — 


7,6yo 


z,ooo 

1,000 


3,000 


500 

1,100 

500 

1.000 

3.000 
1,500 

300 

500 

I,COO 

2.000 


11,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — 22,190 


To which arc to be added Hulbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms, making the fore- 
going Number amount to near 40,000 Men. 

(Signed) Shcakh Mahomrned Aumecn Mhiur. 
Sworn (the Contents being firft explained to 
the Deponent by William Davy Efquirc) 
this 3d Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey. 


“ Num. 5. C. 

'‘Depofition of Sheakh Hoffein Oolla, Jemmadar, relative to the Adion at Shcwallah Ghaut, at 
which Period he was Havildar and Orderly with Lieutenant Stalker. 

“ The Deponent upon his Oath fays. He was one of thofe who attended Mr. Markham and Lieu- 
tenant Stalker when they went to the Rajah Cheit Sing at Shcwallah Ghaut, with about Fifty or- 
derly Sepoys, armed with Swords only ; that a fliort Time after. Two Companic,s of Srjsoys 
arrived under the Command of Lieutenants Scott and Symes ; that Mr. Markham leturned lioin 
the Rajah’s with about Thirty of the Orderlies; that he, the Deponent, continued during the 
whole of the fucceeding Tranfadion near to Lieutenant Stalker ; that he law Lieutenants Scotc 
and Symes enter Shcwallah with their Swords drawn, and (hortly after oblcrvcd Guards polled in 
different Places, from which he difeovered, for the firft l ime, that the U^ah was in Arreft j that 
after the Departure of Mr. Markham there were prefent Meflrs. Stalker, Scott, and Symes, with 
Seven or Eight Sepoys (Orderlies) attending juft without the Apartment, where they were feaied 
with the Rajah ; that fevcral of the Rajah’s People, all armed, to the Number of Forty, were 
feated without the Purdahs; that Gentries were ported round the Building; and that the Two 
Companies remained without the Inner Gate ; that many of the Rajah s Peons, to the Amount ot 
about Three hundred, were affem bled in the fame Place; that feveral Notes were fent oil by 
Lieutenant Stalker, and One Note received by him; that about Twelve o’clock at Noon the 
Rajah defired Permifflon to perform his Ablutions, which was refufed, unlels he would fend lor 
Water and perform them on the Spot, which he did accordingly ; that before this enod, the 
Rajah’s People between the Outer Gate and that which led immediately to the Building, made 
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Two different Attempts to force their Way through' the Inner Gate, but were kept back by thf 
Two Companies who were -pofted there i> that Licuteiiant Stalker onct went htmfelf to the Gat4| 
and (Iruck One of the Rajah's People, who was endeavouring to force his Way in j that thi, Rajah's 
People appeared to be highly irritated, and that the Subadars of the Companies found it neceflary 
to 6 x Bayonets — Says, That Meffrs. Scott and Symes accompanied Lieutenant Stalker on this 
Occafion, but that he, the Deponent, continued near Th'e Rajah 'with Thr?e or' Four, Sepoys,' 1^ 
Orders from Lieutenant Stalker i that he neverthelefs faw what psff^ through the Stohe Lattice, 
which furrounded'the Building •, that at this Period the Rajah fent his Buxey to forbid |iis People 
from making any Difturbance, and the Affair fubfided} that the Gentlemen returned to the 
Rajah, The Deponent further (ays. That after the Rajah had finilhed his: Ablutions, b* retired to 
a Stone Pavilion, or Sort of Baffion, to perform his Devotions •, that Three or Four orderly Se- 
poys were direfted to attend him at aTmall Diffance, to obferve his Motions (the' Officers" Conti- 
nuing in their Places) i that at this Period a Chubdar '(natncd Cheit Ram) camC ffbfn Mf. ldadc. . 
ham, and delivered a Mcffage to Mr. Stalker } "ahd that the faid Chubdar afterwards WCnt to 
the Rajah Cheic Sing, who was Bill at his Devotions i chat he appeared, by his Manner and the 
Loudnefs of his Voice, tQ be fpeaking infultingly jind. paffionately to the Rajah ; that at this Pe- 
riod a Report of Matchlocks was heard, and One'of the Subadars, Bilhen Singj' called out to the 
Officers, that they were 6 rcd upon by tiic Rajah’s People from the Outer Wall} that the Gentle- 
men darted from their Seats, and drew their Swords t that Lieutenanf Stalker rulhed forward to- 
ward the Gate, and that Lieutenants Scott and Symes attempted to follow him ; that tlie Mo- 
ment the Firing commenced from the Outer Wall, the Two Companies were attacked by the 
Three hundred Peons in the Space between the Twa-Walls with them i at the fame Inftant the 
Officers and their Orderlies were attacked by the Forty of the Rajah's People (faid to be within 
the Building at the Beginning of this Depofition) •, that the beforementioned Subsdar Bifiieh Sing 
forced his Way through the Inner Gate, with about Twenty Sepoys, to the AlTiffance of the 'ON 
ficers} that the PalTtge was foon (lopped up by the FJumber of Dead and Wourtded’i'n'the'Galei 
way} that after the Communication was cut off,' the AAion ilill conrihiied borh 'Vitfhfn' and 
without, the Two Companies Bill fired upon from the Outer Wall } ’that the De^nent faw 
Lieutenant Stalker defend himfelf with great Refolutibn with a Sword, which he had taken from 
One of his Sepoys } ■ that the Deponent himfelf in a (hort Time received fcvcral Wounds, and 
fell } that he fainted, and therefore has no-fufther Knowledge of what paffed during the Remain- 
der of the Aflion,' or how the Rajah made his Efcapc; that when he recovered his Senfes he 
faw Lieutenant Stalker lying dead' near him, with many of the Sepoys*, that he heard a Firing, 
which one of the Wounded told him proceeded from a Company of Sepoys, who were driving 
off the Rajah’s Matchlock-men *, that he, the Deponent, continued on the Ground the whole 
Night, but was removed the next Morning to the Garden of Mahadew Dafs. 

The Mark of Sheakh HolTein Oolla, Jegimadar. 


Num. 5 . D. 

** The Depofition of Bi(hen Sing, Subadar, relative to the Adlion at Shewallah Ghaut. 

“ Upon his 0 <ith, fays. That in the Morning of , Lieutenants Scott and Symes gave Or* 
ders that Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys (hould be got ready} that the Companies were im- 
mediately paraded, and that the above Gentlemen marched with them to Shewallah, where the 
Rajah Cheit Sing refided } that Lieutenant Symes with One Company took Poll within the Firil 
Gate-, that the Company under l.icutenant Scott Rationed themfcives at the Inner Gate} that 
Lieutenant Stalker ordered him to pod a Guard of a Havildar and Twelve Sepoys at the fmall 
Gate leading to the River, and another Guard at the Gate opening from thence into Shewallah i 
that be pofied Guards as he was ordered, and that he fent out a Havildar to Re what Number of 
Men were in the neighbouring Gardens and Cantonments, and what they were about } that the 
Havildar brought back Information, that the Rajah’s People were all arming themfcives, and 
loading their Matchlocks *, that he communicated this Intelligence to Lieutenant Stalker, and 
added, that the Rajah’s People were certainly preparing to attack them} that at this Period the 
Rajah’s Buxey arrived ■, that he went in to Cheic Sing, and that he faw him make a Motion with 
his Hand as one (Iriking with a Sword *, that the Deponent faw this froin the Inner Gace'whero he 
was (landing} that Cheic Sing’s People became turbulent, exclaiming on all Sides,, that they 
(the Engliih) had made their Rajah a Prifoner, and calling out to attack them} that he found it 
necelTary to order the Sepoys to fix their Bayonets, and that he fent Information to Lieutenant 
Stalker, that they were about to be alTaukcd} in confequence of which. Lieutenant Stalker came 
out to the Place where Lieutenant Symes was pollied viich his Company } that Lieutenant Symes, 
pointing to the Rajah's People with his Hand, told Lieutenant Stalker, that thofe People were 
going to attack him } that Lieutenant Stalker fpoke to the Rajah’s People, and letuilhed, sixl 

that 


Sworn before me (the Contents being firft 
explained to the Deponent by Will- 
Davy Efquire) this 3 a Day of Decem- 
ber lySt. 

E. impey. 

C€ 
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that the Clamour in Tome meafure fubfidcdj that at thjs Jundure Munnear Sing, ami his Son 
Nunkoo Sing, and Scuamur Sing, arrived, and leaied thcmrelvcs by the Raial^i that at this 
lodant an Hircarrah brought Intelligence to the Rajah, that another Company of Knglilh 
Sepoys were coming fpni Murwarry, and that they were arrived near at hand -, that at this 
Period, one ot the Rajah’s Matchlock Men fired at the Company which was advancinn;- that the 
Moment the Report of the Matchlock was heard, the Rajah’s People within, who were alarmed, 
became very turbulent *, the Node and Confufion increaled, and Lieutenant Scoit came out and 
enquired into the Caufc ot it; that the Adlion immediately commenced within, anti that Lieu- 
tenant Stalker called out to the Deponent to enter with his Company; that he attempted to 
obey the Orders which he had received, but that the Attack at that Inllant began without the 
Inner Gate alfo; that it was no longer pollible to enter with his Company ; but that he ncveithclcls 
forced his Way in with about Twenty Sepoys; that Mohun Sing, Subadar, the Moulavy, and 
Cheit Ram (Mr. Markham’s Chubdar), were firfl: cut down ; that Munnear Sing ftruck at Lieu- 
tenant Stalker with his Scymetar, but without LfTed ; that Lieutenant Stalker made a 'riirull at 
Munnear Sing with his Sword, without Effeft alio; that Lieutenant Stalker threw the Sword 
from his Hand, and took a Scymetar from one of his orderly Sepoys, with which he continued 
the Aftion; that Nunkoo Sing afterwards made a Stroke at Lieutenant Stalker; that the 
Rajah’s People, who were now affcmbled in great Numbers both within and without, charged 
the EnglKh Sepoys Sword in Hand, and continued the Attack till Lieutenants Stalker and Scott, 
with all the Sepoys, were cut down ; that the Deponent’s Arm was llruck oft" by the Plow ot a 
Scymetar^ that he received feveral other Wounds, and at laft: fell, and that he continued there 
among the Dead and the Wounded, until a Company of Sepoys came and carried oft" thofe who 
remained alive. 

Biftien Sing, Subadar. 

Sworn before me (the Contents being 
firll explained to the Deponent by 
W. Davy Efquirc) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 

E. Iinpcy. 


“ Num. 5. E. 

‘‘Depofition of Ruggoobur Sing, Orderly Sepoy to Lieut. Stalker.’ 

The Deponent (upon his Oath) fays, He went with Lieutenant Stalker and Mr. Markham 
to Shewallah, where the Rajah Cheit Sing refided, and that he went with them into the Prefence 
of the Rajah ; that ftiortly after Two Companies of Sepoys arrived, with Two Gentlemen, whofc 
Names the Deponent does not remember, being a newly-cnlifted Sepoy; that tliofe Two Of- 
ficers came in and continued with the Rajah and Lieutenant Stalker; that he the Deponent 
was direfted by Lieutenant Stalker to attend, with Three other orderly Sepoys, in the Apartnient 
where the Officers were fitting with the Rajah ; that the rcfl of the orderly Sepoys remained 
without the Purdahs, which were let down in the Front of the Apartment; that he is unac- 
quainted with what pafled without the Gate, where the Two Companies were, or what People 
were there on the Part of the Rajah. The Deponent does not recoUedl, nor can he, he lays, 
relate the Circumftanccs which paffed before the Attack commenced ; but in Reply to a Quef- 
tion put to him. Whether Mr. Markham’s Chubdar, Cheit Ram, fpoke to the Rajah he lays, 
that faid Chubdar brought a Note to Lieutenant Stalker at the Time when the Rajah’s People 
without were endeavouring to enter; that he delivered the Note to Lieutenant Stalker; that at 
this Time the Noife and Confufion at the Gateway was very great; that the Chubdar went from 
Lieutenant Stalker toward Cheit Sing, who was then fitting at the Place where he performed 
Ins Devotions ; that he told him to order his People to defift ; that he (the Chubdar) was Cheit 
Ham, and that the Rajah was but Cheit Sing; and that if he did not make his People dcfilf, 
he would confine him— Says, He was an Ear-witnefs to the foregoing; that it was at this Mo- 
ment the Firing was heard, and the Attack began ; that Lieutenant Stalker s Hircarrah Jiad his 
hword ; that he called to this Deponent to give him his Sword, which he did, and Hood 
Lieutenant Stalker by his Orders, with the Scabbard in his Hand, until that Officer fell ; that he 
was foon after cut down himfclf ; that he was deprived of Senfe, and knows nothing of what 

pafled afterwards, , ^ „ 

The Mark of Ruggoobur Sing, Sepoy {a). 

‘‘ Sworn before me (the Contents being 
firft explained to the Deponent by 
W, Davy PPquire) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 

E. Impey.)” § 


(a) Vide fupra, from P. 247 to P. 251. 

8 L 
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« [N I N T H PARCEL. 




*‘Num. 9. A. 

“ Affidavit of Nathaniel Middleton Efquirc. 


•‘Nathaniel Middleton Ffquire^on his Oath, faith, That he left Lucknow on the 19th Auguft 
1)81, and joining the Nabob Vizcer at about Ten Cofs diftant, proceeded with him towards 
Banaris, with an intention to meet the Governor General, who was expefted ffiortly at Lucknow: 
That about Three or Four Days after his Departure, he heard of the Difturbance at Banaris, and 
of the Maflacre of Three European Officers with a Number of Sepoys, at the Inftigation of 
Rajah Cheit Sing, which prevented the Governor General’s letting out for Lucknow, as he had 
intended; and on his Arrival at Doudnagur, on the 24th of the fame Month, he received im- 
perfeft Accounts, through the Channel of the Vizeer’s public Intelligence, of the Retreat of the 
Governor General and his Party to Chunargur *, and the fame Account, as well as many others, 
fee forth, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had ilfued his moft pofitive Orders to all the Zemeedars and 
Officers of his Government, to put every European to Death that they could lay hold of; to feizc 
and feverdy punifh any Natives who (hould be found in the Service of or connefted with the 
Englilh; and in general, to ufc every Means in their Power to promote an Infurrcdion through- 
out the Country ; for which they fhould be liberally rewarded : That he had alfo written Perwan- 
nahs, or Letters, to many of the Zemeedars of the Vizccr’s Country, encouraging them to raifc 
Dlfturbances in their refpeftive Diftrit^ls, and to affift him with Troops ; for which he promifej 
them laige Sums of Money: That this Report was made to him repeatedly, through vatiuus 
Channels, and implicitly credited not only by himfclf, but fie firmly believes by the Vizeer and 
every Man in his Retinue : That in confequence of ihelc Occurrences, the Vizeer, who had left 
Lucknow with a very fmall Force, determined to wait for Remforcetnrnts before he proceeded ; 
and accordingly, fummoning his Troops from all Qiiartcrs, baited at HulFanpoor until the) joined 
him : That on the 31ft of faid Month he, this Deponent, in Company with the Vizeer, left Hub 
fanpoor, and proceeded towards Chunargur: That on his Arrival at or near the Village of 
Gopec Gunge, he heard from feveral different Perfons, whole Names he docs not at preient re- 
coiled, that a Number of dead Bodies were feen, fome in a Well fuuated near the Road Side, 
and others lying on the open Plain, partly covered with looie Earth, or Sand, that had been 
thrown over them : That thefe Bodies were fuppofed and generally believed to be the Bodies of 
Dauck Hircarrahs, and other Travellers dependant on the Englilh, who had been feized and 
murdered in confequence of the aforefaid Orders of Rajah Cheit Sing : Thi^t this Deponent did 
not fee the Bodies, but had not a Doubt of the Truth of the Story, as it was mentioned by 
feveral Perfons at the Time they were paffing the Place, and afterwards by others who had flop- 
ped to fee them : That in a fmall Mud Fort and Village near the Place where the Bodies were 
difeovered, he, this Deponent, heard from Almas Ally Khan, a principal Farmer of the Nabob 
Vizccr’s Revenue, that theic were feveral hundred armed Men affembled in the Service of Rajah 
Cheit Sing; but for what particular Purpole he did nOt learn: d’hac fome Days after his (this 
Deponent’s) Arrival at Chunar, he was informed by Two Hircarrahs, who brought him an fc.x- 
prefs from the Aumil of Illahabad, that in paffing through Gopec Gunge they had feen the dead 
Bodies of Two Euroncans, who they fuppolcd had been murdered by the Inhabitants of that 
Place: That he heard at the Time, and believed, and does flill believe, that much Encourage- 
ment, and fome aftual Aid in the raifing of Troops, was given Rajah Cheit Sing by Behar Ally 
Khan and jewar Ally Khan, the Two principal Eunuchs and Counfellorsof tbc Vizeer’s Mother 
at Fyzabad ; and that their Conduft, as well as that of their Dependents, during the Continuance 
of the Difturbanccs at Banaris, manifefted a ftrong Diralfcc^ion to the Emglilh : I'hat he further 
heard from his own News-writer ftationed at Fyzabad, that a Vakeel, or Agent, from Rajah Cheit 
Sing had been received at that Place, and allowed to renrain under the Proteftion of the laid 
Eunuchs ; but for what particular Purpofe, or what was the Nature of his Commiflion or Nego- 
ciaiions, this Deponent has not been able to dilcover, 

Nathaniel Middleton. 


•• Sworn this 27th Day of No- 
vember 1781, before me, 

E. Impey. 


•• Numb. 9. B. 

“ Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay. 

‘‘ Alexander Hannay Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel, commanding a Corps of his Excellency the 
ViBW Alfot-ud-Dowlah’s Sepoys, on his Oath, declares, to the beft of his Remembrance and 
Belief, the following Circum(];anccs refpefling the State of the Country he was ftationed in, and 
the Reports that prevailed there during the Months of September and Odober 1781 : — Thar, in 
obedience to Orders he received from his Excellency the Nabob Vizeer for that Purpofe, on the 
28th of Auguft 1781, he iffued Orders for forming a Detachment, confifting of One thoufand 
3 Sepoys, 
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Sepoys, Four Guns, ami Five thouraml Morfe, from the^Tro i,;. , , , , 

at Akberpoor. on the Road leading to Jowani’oor : Tl,at Eli-hc Co:- "a ’ ^ " 

and about One hundred Horfe of the faid IXtaclinienr, were ordc^el'to ct LV'i', r ^ 

Chowra Ghaut, and proceed to Akberpoor: That Two Companies of S-tuns 'i wn '“‘i 

the Remainder of the Horle, were ordered to trofs at Fv/abad, and erc'-m. on t' e 
the Arrival of the Deponent, who was from thence to match them to Akbnpoor" iL'innoint'' 
Rendezvous of the Detachment: That the Deponent arrived at l.^zahiul on^h'^ d ' 
7th of September, with the Intention of purfuing his March to Akberpoor the re\i M no,,.,' 
but was demned, from the Horfemen having beet, icduccd into the Town, wlieic th.v w o- 
tampered with by the Servants and Agents of the Hegums to dechm- p.^uceedm.r , 

Kim* lhat the Siih,ui.\r<j of rhf tU* o < • . . ^ ‘ 


W nil 
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him: That the Subadars of the Two Companies ofS. pops repic' m , 

placed (faid by the Authority of the Begums), to prevent tl.o Sepovs', or .inv one conneacd w.,h 
the hnghfh, from entering the I own ; and upon Knquny, it a, [u ared th.it' fueli Keprefs nt.u.on 
was true; That the Deponent learnt from various, and what hedetmed Inform.nion lo b 

Dpnned on. that the AfTenrs of R f'hr-if ^inrr C. . CT J . . -T 
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pended on, that the Agents of Rajah Cheit Sing were publicly fufiVred ro railc Troops in zilvul * 
and that the Eunuchs of both Begums encouraged the People to cn er into his .Srvicc 'pir-cii* 
krly Jewar Ally Khan, who was rcpixfcntcd to have gone inco the Chuuk for this Purrule • 1 hit 
the Deponent was credibly informed, that Two or Three Days before his A nival at ly •ab'^d a 
Man named Shcakh Khan had marc lied from thence, in orT r to join Rajah ( licit Sing w'di 
about a Thoufand Horfe and Foot, and tliat fcveral other Detachments had bdurc proceeded 
from thence with the fame Defigm Thcfc \ ranCdions were of lo pulihc Notoriety, an I fo r.ene^ 
rally believed, that the Deponent deemed it his Duty t(» reprefent their Impropriety to tiie'^Bow 
Begum but could obtain no Anfwcr. On the Evening of the 8th of Sepremb r, the Deponent 
received a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, who was on his March to join him at Akberpoor, 
informing him that he had been attacked on his March fiom Chowrah Ghaut by great Bodies of 
Men, aflcmbled to oppofehim ; and that on his Arrival at Taundeh, the Conduct oi ShumllnTr 
Khan, the BegunTs Aumil of that Place, liad effeded th(- l.ofs of his Dctachmetr, as ap|)rars 
from the following Copy of his Letter to the Deponent, relating the Circumltanci's of that unlupnv 
Difafter. ' 


** Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant John Gordon to Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, dated at 

Taundeh, the lothof beptember 1781. 

I had the Honour to write you on the 8th Inftanr, acquainting you with the Difafter which 
hap[>encd to my Detachment; and I now beg leave to by before you the Particulars of that 
unfortunate Affair, 

‘‘ When I croffed the Gograh, on the 6ih, at Chowrah, with the Four Companies of Sej^oys, 
and about Eighty Horfe (in alt near 400), 1 faw that the Country was dilalTccicd : My Force' 
** however, I judged to be quite fufficient to join you at Akberpoor*, indeed, I did not conceive 
that his Excellency’s Troops, marching 10 join him by his Order, could meet with any 
Interruption. 

“ On the ;th, at Day-break, I marched; and about Haifa Mile from Chowrah, when crofting 
‘‘ a Nullah, where I had fent Boats Overnight, I obferved great Bodies of Men aliembleil to 
oppofe my March; I immediately made what 1 judged to be the beft Dif[>or)n()n of my imall 
“ Corps; and the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit; for though during the whole 
“ of the March of Eight Cofs, w'c were attacked, and often furrounded, by incredible Num- 
‘‘ bers of People, yet wc conftantly beat them off, killing and woundin ( many of them; and 
arrived, with very little Lofs, about One o’CIock in the Afternoon, at the Tccrea Nullah, 
“ which runs by Taundeh, bringing the whole of our Bazar and Baggage in the moft complete 
“ Safety. I now imagined myfclf in a Friend’s Country, and intended crofting the Nullah, that 
‘‘ my People might halt for the Day, and refrcfti after their fatiguing March : For this Purpofe 
I ordered my Bazar and Baggage to be fent over, and Parc of the Sepoys to Hand to their 
“ A.rms: A great Number of our Enemies were (till in Sight; bur judge of my Sur^ir.ie, when 
I was informed that the Boats were all on the other Side of the Nullah, and that noncot 
them were pcrniittcd to crofs. I immediately wrote to the Begum’s Aumil, Shumfliecr Khan, 
acquainting him, that I was marching with the Vizccr’s 7 Voops, by his C;rcleis, to join him ; 
‘In: I was aftonifhed at his ftopping the Ghaut, and clcfired he would lerivi Boats for the 
** 'rranlporc of my Detachment. To this no Anlwcr was made; but iinmediaccly I'hree (nins 
were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to us; and a Number ot Nujjccb'i were poiled on 
the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if anybody pafted. It is pio[)er 10 remaric 
‘‘ here, that near the Ghaut there were a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scoit, whole 
Gomaftah, notwithftanding his moft carnelt Entreaties, was prevented from lending them hv 
vShumflieer Khan ; and even the Plunder ot his Factory and his Life were threatened, if hr 
“ attempted it. — When 1 found this to be the Cafe, I took pofteftion of a very llrong (irour.J, 
furrounded on Three Sides by the River and Nullah ; on the Fourth Side, where only 1 could 
be attacked by the Country People, I ordered the Sepoys to make a Brcaft-woik, by pilm;j; 
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** up Planks, of which there were a gr^at Number; and as I had Ammunition and Provifions 
1 intended to wait there until I could procure BoatSj or difeover a Ford* While I was thus 
employed, 1 found that Mahommed Ruzza Beg, the Jemmadar of Horfe, had fwam acrofs 
“ the Nullah, and procured Permiffion for his People to follow him, which they immediately 
did. No Anfwer coming from the Fougedar, I defired my Moonfhy to go to him, and ex- 
plain the Matter; he accordingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a Paflage, he was 
‘‘ refufed, and infulted in Terms the moll opprobrious to the Englilh. He returned; and telling 
“ me this, I ordered him to take an Elephant and fwim over; but when he attempted to enter 
“ the Nullah with the Animal, the Nujjeebs pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him 
to defift: The Sepoys feeing this, and that the Horfemcn were permitted to fwim" acrofs, 
“ naturally imagined that the Objcdlion was to the Engllfh only, and their Adherents; they 
“ thought it fafclt to abandon me, whom they muft have concluded to be devoted, and, 
throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the Example of the Horfemcn in 
fwimming acrofs the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumlhecr Khan of giving me up to my 
‘‘ Fate. One of the Subadars reprefented to Two others the Folly of their fufFering for One Per- 
‘‘ fon ; and propofed to them to deliver me up to Shumfliccr Khan, or to the Country People*, 
“ but this Propol'al they rejeded with Scorn : The Defertion however was almoft complete; for 
** in a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men remained, including Officers. It 
was now almoft Evening, when Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, with great Difficulty, at laft obtained 
“ Permiffion from the Fougedar to fend One Boat; but it came too late to render any eftedual 
Service ; for with the few Sepoys who remained, Command was at an end ; and, as moll of 
my Servants had gone off, my Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, who foon carried off 
“ and deftroyed it. Some Things, which a few of my Servants brought with them, they gave 
in Charge of the Fougedar’s People, to take care of them ; but they referved them for them- 
“ fclves, or rather for the E^ougedar; and though many of my Things were Icen in his Houfe, 
“ 1 never could recover a finglc Article. 1 am (till in Mr. Scott’s Factory, which there is every 
Reafon to think will be attacked, as Numbers of People are affcmbled in the Neighbourhood 
“ for that Purpofe *, and as the Fougedar pofuivciy refufes to grant the lead Affjftance, God knows 
what may be the Confcquence : However, as it is evident that Shumlhecr Khan was the foie 
“ Caufe of this Dilaller, I hope that exemplary Punifhmcnt will be inflided on him, and if I 
** furvivc I doubt not but I fltall be rcimburfed for what I loft by his Villany. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ J. Gordon, Lieut.” 

The Deponent further faith. That both from Obfervation and Information, he doth believe 
that a general and univerfal Inftirreflion took place, before the 15th of September, in all the 
Country to the Eaftward of the Gogra, from Mangee to Baraitch, and on its Weflern Banks 
from the Borders of the Banaris Diftridls to the Extremity of Kheirabad ; that it was created 
and fomented by the Agents of Rajah Cheit Sing, difaffefted People at Fyzabad, and about the 
Vizeer’s Court ; and that the Expulfion of the Englifli was its Objedt. In the Diftrids of 
Gooruckpoor, and indeed in all the Pergunnahs below Fyzabad, it was generally afferted, and 
the Deponent never heard the Affertion contradided, that the Rajah Cheit Sing furniffied the 
principal Zemcedars, particularly the Rajahs Fuitch Saw, Genoo Roy, Ajcct Mull, Zalim 
Sing, and Perty Pall Sing, with confidcrablc Sums of Money, in order to fubfift the E'orcc they 
collcded on this Occafion ; and that he granted them oftenfible Certificates under his Seal, en- 
gaging CO difeharge whatever Expence they might incur in the Service of the Infurredion. 
Thefc Certificates and Perwannabs they received, or pretended to have received, under the 
Seal of the Vizeer, confirming them in their hereditary Zemcedaries; and appointing them 
Aumils on the Part of the Sirkar in their refpedive Pergunnahs, gained them an unbounded 
Influence over the Inhabitants. The Aumils of the Country in general were obliged to fly from 
their Stations ; the Nujjeebs and Sebundy joined the Infurgents, or difperfed; all Ferry-boats 
were funk or deftroyed ; many of the Dauck Hircarrahs were flain, and the reft obliged to fly, 
which cffcdually cut off all Correfpondcncc, as well as Communication, and the Counrry 
remained in a State of Diftradion which cannot well be deferibed, u^ftil the Beginning of Oc- 
tober ; when the News of our Succefs at Banaris, and the Nabob’s Return to Lucknow, calmed 
the Tumult. 

‘‘ Sworn this 26th Day of November, Alexander Hannay. 

1781, before me, 

E. Impcy. 

“ Num. 9. C. 

Affidavit of Major M‘Donald. 

John McDonald, Efq; Major commanding the Nabob Affofi-ud-Dowlah*s Third Battalion of 
Sepoys, on Oath faith. That he the Deponent was ftationed at Amora, to affift the Aumil in col- 
Icding the Company’s Tunka, alfo to proted the Subjeds of his Excellency the Vizeer from the 
Depredations of Zalim Sing, the Rebel Rajah of the aforementioned Place Amora, alfo the At- 
tacks of others his Adherems : That the faid Deponent had been detached by Lieutenant Colonel 

Hannay, 
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Hinnay, fome Time in February 1780, with a Body of llorfe and n , r •. r l l 

mentioned Rajah Zalim Sing, who, befidcs fcqucftcring th^ Rents of die Fe'Jitn'i a?/ ‘J' 
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dered Two of the principal Cannoongoes of the Pergunnah aforefaid. The i)f^nnn.nr . ' n 
con.e up with. the flying Rajah, but followed him un.l he ,00k to a larJt JonJr t , Z 
the Country ot 'he Vizeer to the Eaftward. and is the Weftennoft Limu of tne’zcmccd.u 
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Cheit Sing, Rajah of Banaris. Zalim Sing was there received in thrinoft itVirZv''Mlnne*^''amf 
Proteaion promifcd him. On this, the Deponent fent proper Spies to watch the Motions r^f 
Rajah Zalim Sing, and returned himfelf with the Troops to his Station at Amorari hat ,he 
Dep^ent karned^l^ the Spies left about Zalim was allowed to rclidc openly under 


the P^oKibon of Cheit Sing, and had Villages, alfo Lands, afllgned for the Maintenance of 
himfelf and Followers. 

« About the Twentieth of Auguftlaft, the Deponent was informed, Cheit Sing had, after 
putting to Death Three Englifli Officers and Two hundred and Fifty Sepoys, fled from Ba 
naris, and openly fet op the Standard of Rebellion, inviting all Perfons, who could procure 
Arms, to repair to him, and by fighting under his Banner extirpate the Frinoies The Road 
by which the Poft ufually travelled from Banaris, became impaffablc from the n’umeroiis Parties 
it was faid, Cheit Sing had fent out, to cut off all Communication betwixt the Honourable 
Governor General and the different Stations of the Army. As the Deponent could not obtain any 
authentic Account of the State of Affairs he thought it belt to fend out Perfons to all Parts tor 
Information, that he might judge from the State of the Country how Matters flood at the Place 
of the greateft Moment. The Country of the daring Rebel Cheit Sing, and the City of F'yza- 
bad, feemed to the Deponent the mod likely Places .to furnifh the wilhed Intelligence. In 
the latter Place it was reported, firfl, that the Honourable Warren Hallings Hq; had been 
maffacred at Banaris i then, that he had been cut off on his Way to Chunar ; at hft it was faid 
the Honourable Governor General was in Chunargur, but muft foon fall into the Hands of the 
Banaris Rebel, as no Relief could poffibly reach the Place in Time to favc it •, and that fliortly 
the Dcftru^lion of every Engliftiman in thefe Parts would be effefted. From the Banaris Dif- 
trift the Deponent learnt, Cheit Sing had fummoned the Zemeedars of his Raje to join him 
with all the Troops they could raife, promifing prelent Pay to thofc bearing Arms, and a Rc- 
miffion of a Year’s Rent to all who repaired to his Standard. Many Rebels who had fled the 
Company’s and Nabob’s Territories, and taken Refuge in his Zemcedary, were furniflicd with 
Money, and joined by fuch Zemeedars, belonging to the aforefaid Banaris rebel, as lay too far 
diftant from the principal Scene of Aftion, to make a Diverfion both towards the Company’s 
Lands and thofe Parts of his Excellency’s Dominions under the Charge of Englilh Officers, and 
endeavour to cut them all off, and thereby prevent any Affiflancc being fent from either Goo* 
ruckpoor or Bahraicli. His Excellency the Vizecr repaired to Sultanpoor about this Time, 
which prevented the Rebel Zalim Sing, alfo Perty Pall Sing, the Rebel of Bufty, from quit- 
ting the Jungle ; but they were bufy in making the neceffary Preparations, by rsifing of Men, 
with the Money faid to be fent them by Cheit Sing in Fyzabad : The Khajahs • of the Vizeer’s 
Grandmother, as well as thofc of the Bow Begum, were raifing Men under various Pretences, 
and making every Preparation that might be neceffary cither for offenfive or defenfivc War. 
During the Time the Nabob lay encamped at Sultanpoor, the Deponent’s People were inlultcd 
and ill ufed in Fyzabad, by the Peons, Sepoys, and other Servants of Jewar Ally Khan and the 
Two Begums, as were all who made ufe of the Englifli Name, or were luppofed to have any Con- 
nedlion of the Kind •, but on its being known there that his Excellency had indved towards Chunar, 
no one who was a Servant of the fc nglifh could get Admittance into the City, but by Stealth, or in 
Difguife j even the Duack from Lucknow was not allowed to pals through as formeily, but obliged 
to make a large Circuit, and the Hircarrahs put on different Appearances to pals unnoticed to 
Amora. After the Departure of the Nabob from Sultanpoor, as befoic mentioned, the Rebels, 
who had been driven from the Province of Gooruckpoor, began moving tow.irds the Gogra. The 
Zemeedars of Amora, where the Deponent then rclidcd, alio thole ot the adjacent Pi rgunnahs, 
held frequent Meetings, and feemed big with f mic great Plan. On or about the 29th of Augufl, 
the Deponent received a Letter from'Lieutcnant Colonel H.innay, informing him, that his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob had written to him (Colonel Hannay) to join him immediately with a thou- 
fand Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five hundred Horfe. Four hundred Sepoys of the Deponent’s 
Battalion were ordered for this Service, alio his Battalion Guns, and a hundred Horle that be- 
longed to the Amora Station, were withdrawn, to make up the Number required by his Excel- 
lency. No fboncr was this made public, than the Zemeedars abfented thcmfclves ; and the De- 
ponent learnt from all Parts of the Country, that every Man was getting ready his Arms, and 
Cheit Sing’s Name was in every Body’s Mouth j that every Rajah in the Country had de- 
clared for him : That the Deponent endeavoured to get Ibmc Nujjccbs to fupply the Place of the 
Troops called away ; but all in vain 5 every Aitcmpt was rendered abortive by the Machinations 
of the Khajahs belonging to the Two Begums at Fyzabad; and every Soul in that City feemed, 
from their ConduA and Converfation, to look upon the Englilh as on the very Eve of F.xtcrmi- 
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nation, forbidding any^'one to fcrvc the Fringics, but to repair to Cheit Sing and Saadut Ally— 
Nay, every Method and Way were tritd to leduce the Sepoys from the Deponent's Battalion 
which, however, did not fuccccd while remaining uhder his Eye, but had thedefircd EfFeft upon 
the Nujjecb and Sebundy. After the Sepoys, Guns, and Horfe had croffed the Gogra, there 
was an End to all Government in that Part of the Country where the Deponent refided. Not 
an Article of any Kind was to be had; and but for the Deponent’s having forefecn the Situation 
he fhould be in, and provided accordingly, he would have been under the NecefTity of Icavincr 
his Station, from the Want of Provifions. Thus lurroundcd on all Sides by lurking Enemies 
(for there was no knowing who to treat otherwife), the Deponent knew not when or from what 
f^uartcr the Blow was to be ftruck ; but on the 8th of September It broke out in all Parts 
All Out Poft-s were driven into Camp the Roads in an Inftant fecured by armed Parties- 
Hircarrahs murdered, Sepoys attacked, and the intended Deftrudion of every Englilhmari 
openly declared, not only throughout the Pergunnah, Towns, and Villages, but even in the 
City of Fyzabad. To fuch Lengths was it carried by the People of jewar Ally Khan, and 
other Khajahs belonging to the Begums, that the Women of the Deponent’s Camp, that were 
fent acrofs the Gogra to ,be out of the Way of Danger, being obnoxious from the Connexion, 
were refufed that Protedion which the Sex in every Country meets with, but particularly in 
Hindoftan claims as a Right. From the above Date, the Deponent was confined to the Limits 
of his Camp, nor had he any Koad open but that to Rye Ghaut, oppofitc Owd, at which Place 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay then lay with a very imall Force; while the Country around him 
alfothe City of Fyzabad, Teemed tcady to commence Hoftiliiies. On the loth of September,' 
Rajah Zalim Sing, accompanied by other rebellious Rajahs, appeared with a numerous Force 
on the Banks of the Gogra oppofite to Amora. The Deponent’s Spies brought him Intelligence 
from (he Rebel’s Camp, that his, the Deponent’s Property, likewilf that of all his Camp, was 
already divided ; that the Deponent’s Horfes, Camels, &c. Things worth Notice, the 
Rajah Zalim Sing referved to himfrlf ; the reft was to be given up to thofe who could get it. 
Moreover the Deponent faith, his People informed him that Rajah Zalim Sing had produced a 
Paper, which he, the Rajah, faid was a Sunnud from the Nabob, reftoring him to his Zemee- 
dary, appointing him Colledor of the adjacent Pergunnahs, Bufty and Naggar, alfo that he had 
the Nabob’s Directions to drive the Fringics out of his Diftrids j that he only waited for the Site* 
(Boats being already provided, from Fyzabad, which the Deponent knew abfolutely to be the 
Cafe) to crofs the Gogra, and carry the Nabob’s Orders into Execution. Further, that his Ex- 
cellency had altered his Sentiments regarding the Parc he was to take in the prefent Conteft ; 
that his Excellency ftt out with the Intent of adhering to his Treaty with the Company, but 
that Mirza Saadut Ally wrote him he was to blame if he gave any Alfiflance ; that now was the 
Time to (hake off the Fnglifli Yoke; that it might not be prudent to declare himfelf at once; 
that he had only to (land neuter, and, under Pretence of defending thcmfelves, dired his Subjefts 
to take Arms, and endeavour to prevent the Junflion of the Fnglifh Forces, when the Matter 
vVould work of itielf : Further, to direft the Aumils to fend no more Supplies of Money, which 
would caufc the Sepoys to leave the Fnglifh Service for want of Pay, while ihemfclves would 
have Plenty of Money. In the City of Fyzabad the fame Language prevailed as to the Money 
Part, and Stoppage of the Tunka, until the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan thought proper to ilfuc 
the Grants. During the Night of the lothof September Rajah Zalim Sing croifed the Gogra, and 
advanced within Four Cols of the Deponent’s Camp-f on the Evening of the nth the aforefa’d 
Rajah puflied 1 hree Polls to within a Mile of the Deponent’s Lines, and was to have moved from 
his Camp with Ms main Body when the Moon rbfe. Thus fituated, it was thought expedient, 
for the Safety of both Parties, that the Deponent fhould join Lieutenant Colonel Hannay while yet 
a Paffage was open ; accordingly, about Two in the Morning of the 1 2th of September, the Depo- 
nent quitted his Camp at Amora, and marched to Rye Ghaut, I he Deponent was icarccly out of liis 
Camp, when the Rajah’s People rufhed into it, feizing all they could find, and murdered fome 
unhappy Perfons who had neglefted to move in tront of the Deponent’s Party. The Deponent 
reached Rye Ghaut at Sunnfe of the I2th. As foon as it was known at Fyzabad, that Zalim Sing 
was in Pofleflion of Amora, the whole City was in an Uproar from Joy ; and the Deponent heard 
the Report and faw the Smoke of Guns that were dilcharged at Fyzabad, he believes on ihc 
Occafion. The Deponent faith, lie believed the Reports as before related at that Time, and fiul 
is of Opinion the 1 hreats therein contained were intended to be carried into Execution had 
the League been fucccfsful ; nor did the Deponent then (or even at this Moment) doubt but 
what the Begums at Fyzabad and their Khajahs were in a League with Cheit Sing, the Banaris 
Rebel ; and the Deponent is of Opinion that the whole of the Difturbances that happened in the 
Parts where he refided, took its rile from the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing ; and the Deponent is 
further ot Opinion, that it would not have extended itfelf fo wide in the fhort Time it really did, 
had it not been a Matter pre concerted, and brought to light by mere Chance, ere properly ripe 
for Execution : And the Deponent further fakb. That he is of Opinion, from the many Conver- 
fttions he the Deponent has held with fevcral Perfons, Inhabitants of the Rebel Cheit Sing’s 
Country, that the Rebellion has been meditating even fomc Years ; that the Deponent was in- 
formed the Matter was abfolutely debated in the Year 1779, and prevented only by the Voice of 
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a Perfon about the Rajah, to whofe Judgment much Deference was paid by the Rajah Bulwant 
Sinff, Father of the Rebel. 

* J. Macdonald 

Sworn before me this 27th 
Day of November 1781, 

E. Impey; 


“ Num. 9. D. 

“ Affidavit of Captain David Williams. 

“ David Williams Efquire, Captain of the Firft Battalion of his Excellency the Vizier AHof-ud- 
Dowlah’s Sepoys, on his Oath declares, to the beft of his Rtmcmbrance and Belief, the fol - 
lowing Circumftances refpeding the State of the Country he was ilationed in, the Reports that 
prevailed there, and his own Situation in it, during the Months of September and October 
One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one. Upon hearing that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing at Banaris had become of a very ferious Nature, he deemed it requifite to repair imme- 
diately to his Station at Gungowah, in the Diftrift of Gooruckpoor -, accordingly he left Lucknow, 
by Dauck, on the Eirft of September, and reached Sakrora the fame Evening; on the Second, 
he arrived at Amora, and on the Third at ‘Gooruckpoor. Upon the Road between Bully and 
Meergunge, a Sepoy belonging to Major M‘Donald’s Battalion overtook him, and gave him 
Information that the Rebels had attacked a Poll in the Jongle, which they had carried. On his 
Arrival at Gooruckpoor, the Jcmmad.tr who commanded in the Fort acquainted him, that tlic 
Rajahs Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy, and Aject Mull, had received a very conflder.ible Sum of Money 
from Rajah Cheit Sing, to enable them to commence lloflilities in Goou.i kpoor, and in the 
Company’s DiftritEls, and tfiat they had crofled the Gogra, and alio, tine they had Promifes 
of confiderable Sums of Money and Supplies of Men up ;n com 1 enemg t^cir Operations. 
The Fourth, in the Evening, he arrived at Gungowah, and Ind the lame Reports conlirmcd to 
him by his Commandant, and molt of the People of that Place. On the tilth and Sixth, he 
got all Things in Readiftcfs to proceed, agreeable to the following Orders from Colonel Hannay, 
to Ackberpoor. 
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“ To Captain Williams, commanding at Gooruckpoor. 

CC gj|* 

“ Having received the Vizeer’s Orders to join him without Delay with thegrcatell Part of 
the Forces ading immediately under my Authority, 1 have to dcfire, that immedi.itely 
on Receipt of this Letter, or as foon after as poUible, you do march with the d'wo 
Grenadier Companies of your Battalion complete, and your Battalion Guns, and proceed with 
all poffiblc Expedition to Ackberpoor on the Road from Eyzabad to Sultanpoor, where 
you will receive further Orders. You will march by the Route of (ioorutkpoor, and yols 
the Gogra at Taundeh, where you will find three large Pittallies re.idy for your Paflage. 
The Four Companies of your Battalion Ilationed at Bully, Duoreaparab, Dumreagungc, 
and Bauniy, have alfo received Orders to march ; but as the utmoll l-.xpcdition is required, 
they will proceed immediately under the Command of Lieutenant Gordon, and not wait your 
Arrival. The Four Companies of your Battalion in Gooruckpoor, and with Hurdiil Sing, 
will remain under the Authority of Mahommed Shufiy Khan ; and I have to dcfire you wi 
particularly inftrua the Subadars, commanding them to pay the Itrictca Attention to 
fuch Orders as they m.iy receive from Mahommed Shuffy Khan during your Abl. ntt. l 
know not what Quantity of Ammunition the Four Companies at Bufty, have with ri.em ; 
but it will be ncccffary, if poffible, to bring a Quantity wiih you fulfi.ient to lupply the 
whole Six Companies of your Battalion under Orders of March, 

hundred Rountls a Man ; and inclofcd you will receive a Letter from Mahommed Shufiy Khan, 
defiring him to yield you every Aflillance in his Power, in order to procure Larruge foi the 
Tranfprt of it.^ What elfe may be wanted to expedite your March, your own 1 rudcncc and 
Zeal, fogged, and I have only to repeat it is neceffary you fliould make all polli 

P*^*-*'’ ' “ Alexander Hannay.” 


“On the Seventh he marched with Two Companies and Two Guns, having prcvioufiy lent 
on the Evening of the fame Day certain Accounts were brought him, that the Boats on t 

ment with the Two Companies and Two Guns, by t k g Country from the principal 
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evidently to incrcafc, fince the detached Parties who were direded to repair to Gungowah had 
been fcvcrally attacked on their Way, as they came in, he fent Orders to Hurdial Singj 
mandant ftationed at Itchmul, to repair with all ^pedition to Gungowah with Two Companies 
and Guns belonging to the Fougedar of that Place, and in the Evening informed the Aumil 
Mahommed ShuJfy Khan of his Intention of proceeding by Chuprah to Banaris, and gave him 
Advice refpefting the Defence of the Country during his Abfencc. The Detachment was order* 
ed to march on the Tenth. About One o’Clock in the Morning the Jemmadar attached to the 
Guns came and informed him that the Companies had mutinied, and would not march without 
having their Arrean paid them. In the Morning he went to the Parade, and ordered the Men 
to fall in •, they paraded with Reludlancc and Difficulty, particularly the Left-hand Company, 
commanded by Khan Mahommed Subadar. When they were got under Arms, he acquainted 
them that he was concerned they were not paid fo regularly as he could have wiffied, but if there 
were any of them that were dillrcfiTcd for Subfiftencc, he would advance them as much of his own 
Money as they required, as foon as they came to their Ground that Day, but that it was indif- 
pcnfably hcccflTary that they (hould march with all Expedition to attack a Party of Futtch Saw, 
&c.’s Troops, which had taken pofleflion of the Ghaut in the Jerry Jungle, before they Ihould 
have Time to fortify thcmielves. They were filcnt*, he direded them to march off. When they 
had gone about One hundred Yards from the Parade, One of the Men ftepped out of his File, 
and demanded all the Arrears of Pay dye to him; he immediately feized the Bayonet of the Mu- 
tineer, with an Intention of putting him to Death; when Six or Seven Men turned out, fixed 
ihcir Bayonets, and made the fame Demand; the Black Officers remained filent and inaftivc; he 
ordered his Commandant to march on, and ordered the Mutineers to take off their Coats, as 
they were not worthy of being Soldiers, and that his Moonfhy would pay them their Arrears that 
Inftant *, many more joined them in a few Minutes, loaded their Pieces, laid hold of the Moon- 
ffiy, and were going to put him to Death. When he found that to* be the Cafe, and that al* 
moil the whole Two Companies were engaged in the Mutiny, he ordered the Party to return, 
as it was in vain to proceed. A (hort Time after, the whole Party furroynded him, fome with 
loaded Arms and fixed Bayonets, having alfo loaded the Guns with Grape, and with one Voice 
demanded their Arrears might be paid off. He remonftrated, that it was impoffiblc for him to 
comply with their Demands, but that all the Money he had, or could get, (hould be diftributed 
amongft them, if they would obey his Orders. For about Three Hours they behaved in the moft 
licentious Manner, and were proceeding to break open the Treafure Cheft; at laft, however, 
he prevailed upon them to receive Three Months Pay. Upon this being given them they re- 
turned to their Lines, but kept Gentries at the Bungalow. After this he fent for the Two 
Subadars, and dcfircd them to found the Men, and try if they could induce them, upon Pro- 
mife of Forgivenefs for what they bad done, to return to their Duty. They came back, and re- 
ported, that they would confcnc to obey upon thofc Conditions. He went to the Parade in the 
Evening, and promifed them Forgivenefs ; upon which they took an Oath to obey his Orders, 
upon Condition that they were not to march to Banaris ; fo that it became imprafticablc to pro- 
fecutc the Intentions he had formed. However, in a few Hours more they again mutinied ; 
and, to the beft of his Rccolledlion, they propofed to march to Banaris, and join Cheit Sing and 
Saadut Ally, who, as they laid, would pay them their Arrears, and make them great Men; 
adding, that all the Europeans were cut off, and that he, meaning the Deponent, was the only 
Perfon left in the Country. In the Evening the Two Subadars Khan Mahommed and Buftour 
Sing came to him, and propofed to carry him Prifoncr to Banaris. On the Twelfth he repre- 
lenicd to them, that if they did not immediately march to attack Futtch Saw, &c. who had al- 
ready polled Detachments within Sight of the Cantonments, and, as he was informed, was lying 
near Huffinpoor with near Seven thoufand Men, they would be diftreffed for Provifion, fince the 
whole Country was in Arms. He lent for all the Black Officers, and begged and incrcated ot 
them to ufc their Influence over the Men upon this Occafion ; but they were deaf to all he could 
fay. Had they complied, he was confident of Succefs againll the Rebels, as Dadjoo Sing and Go- 
bindram Mifler had engaged to make a Diverfion in his Favour upon their Rear, whilft he at- 
tacked thc(n in Front. In the Evening they came to a Determination to march to Fyzabad to the 
Begum ; who they alio declared would pay them their Arrears, and take them into her Service , 
but on the Thirteenth, before they had carried thefe Intentions into Execution, he was joined by 
Hurdial Sing, with Two weak fickly Companies; and having borrowed Money fufficient to pay 
them the Three Months Pay which the others had received, and thereby render them upon an 
Equality, they remained (launch, though every poffible Means had been taken by the Mutineers 
to corrupt them. Shortly after this he received Information, that the Fore of Gooruckpoor had 
been attacked by near Six thoufand Rebels. There was a Jemmadar and about Fifty Men in the 
Fort, who behaved mod gallantly. The Attack commenced near Nine o’Clock in the Evening. 
They carried the outward Fort, which was too cxtcnfive ; and the Pany were obliged to retire to 
the Citadel, where there were upwards of Two hundred Prifoners confined. They endeavoured 
to feizc the Sepoys; in which Attempt Nineteen of them were put to death, and many wounded. 
The Attack continued till near Four o’Clock in the Afternoon; when Shawmuc Khan, a Jemma- 
dar, and Nine Men, who had been ordered to roarch there from Puroonah, at the ^ginning of 
the Dillurbances in the Country, arrived in the Town; the People told them to throw down their 
Arms, and run off to the Jungles to fav^ their Lives; for it was impoffiblc for them to get into 
4 the 
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the Forf, as It was funounJeci by Six thour..n;i Rebrls, who mud carry it in a few Minutes. The 
jemmadar, with adminblc Frdence of Mind, replied, 'I'ijat he was only the iidvanad Rirty, and 
that the Captain and the Guns wcic clofc after themi called out to a Man to run and b.dn^ ihctn 
up, that the whole of the Kcbels niip,ht be deftroyed •, and immediately fued upon the Kcbelv. 
The Rs’poft inftantly fpreadi a Panic feized the whole, and they ran c>|f in the u ni ;il Confullon. 

He joined the Jemmadtr in the Fort with his Nine Men; They fallieii out altei ilu- Rtliels, aiul 
cut off about Two hundred of them, Duiing the Attacks, the Kcbels frequently called out to the 
Jcminadar to deliver up the Place to them, as they had Perwannahs from the Ikgu.n, Cb.e.c Sing, 
and Saaduc Ally, for what they did. 

“ Having received Orders from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay to proceed toward' him, andalfo a 
Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, acquainting him that it was Colonel Hannay’.s W'nii h - iho'.ild 
loin him at Amor.a, informing him of tlic Lofs of Two Comp.in es of his Battalion which we e 
with Lieutenant Gordon i on the Fifteenth he niarched from (,ongowah with the Aumil aiul 
Fougedars of the Country, and all the Stores of his Battalion. I'lic March proved exiredingly 
fatiL'Uino', on account of the Country’s being under Water, and moft of the Nullahs tinfordable, 
and'^no proper Boats upon them for croffing. Gn the 'Pwentieth arrived at Gooruckpoor, where 
he found Two Companies belonging to his Battalion, which were dirr‘kd to join Lieutenant 
Gordon, but not being able to cffciff it, they had been under the Neceliity of returninpr to Goo- 
ruckpoor, alfo a Company of Major M‘Donald’s Battalion, which liad been obliged te retire trom 
Bufty. On the Nineteenth received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, which determined 
him to remain at Gooruckpoor till he received further Orders, and wrote .1 Letter in Anlwer, 
propofing to march by the Route of Mugger and Bufly, to chalHle Zaliin Sing at Amor.t, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay Ihould advance by the Route of Mahadc.a to Amor,i, which he 
thought would be the moft pradicablc Means of quieting the Rebellion in the Country, He was 
under a Neceffity of borrowing Money to pay his Companies at Gooruckpoor, and alfo Major 
McDonald’s Company, and to make up the Ammunition that was damaged by the Weather, and 
repair the Tumbrils and Limbers; His Battalion being ill fornillied with Arms and Ammunition, 
and the Draft Cattle very bad, which retarded him much during his March to Gqoruck- 
poor The Thirteenth received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, and wrote ior An- 
Lver’ that he would march for certain on the Second of Odober; but the Difficuliy he found m 
procuring a fufficient Qiiantity of Provifion, and Carriage for^ it, as the whole Country was 
holtile, and Bodies of armed Men, to the Amount of fcveral 'I'houlands, were adually in the 
Town • added to the heavy Rain which fell on the Fourth and Fifth, rendered it impradicablc 
for him to march till the Sixth. During the Time he remained at (iooruckpoor, it was currently 
reported and given out by the rebellious Rajahs, that they adeJ in conformity to the Orders they 
had received from Cheit Sing, Saadut Ally, and the Begums, to railc an Infurredion in the 
.Country, and to deftroy the Lnglilh wherever they found them. Many l.ettcrs were Intercepted, 
but the ncccffary Care was not taken of them, and they weic either deftroyed or lolL Having 
the Raubiv and feveral Nullahs to crofs, he did not reach Banniy till the Ninth, wTich is diltant 
about Two-and-twenty computed Cols. On the Ninth in the livening a violent Storm of Ham 
bc-an, which lafted to the Sixteenth, with fcarccly an Hour’s Intermiflion, which rendered it 
torally impradicable to march clu.ing that Time, as the whole Country was overflown, ami the 
Rivers quite full. The March from Sakrora was extremely tedious and difficu t, great Delays 
being occafioned by the Neceffity he was under of making Bridges added to the Interruptions 
he fuffered from the frequent Skirmilhes he had with the People of the different Diftrids he 
piffed throuah. On the 2jd he arrived at Goondah, and on the Day followng joined C^oncl 
Hannay at Sakrora, with Fight Companies of his own Battalion, and a ^ 

M’Donald’s Battalion. The Aumils and Fougedars of Gooruckpoor came under his 1 rotcaion, 
and a Number of People in Office in the Colk-aions-, the Gun belonging to the l'o«geJ‘^ry he 
brloht with him, being the only one in the Diftrift he commanded. During his from 

Gooruckpoor to Sakrora the Rebels who haraffed gave out, that every Mealurc they took was 
in compUance with the Diredions they received from the Begum, Saadut AH/. Cheit , in„. 
Since the Time of his being appointed to the Command ot the Battalion, in Janu y 
LTscvcI hundred and Figbt?-one. he has only received Two Months Pay on us Accounr, 
from his Excellency the Vizecr, to ihe prefent Time, November the 1 wemy-feventh . is 
talion was difpcrfed in fuch a Manner, and at fb great a 

Two Companies with him, till they joined him by Degrees. r 1 ^ j reached him as the 

advifed Colonel Hannay of his Situation, but it appears few of his Letters reached turn, 

Communication was fhui up. 


“ Sworn this 27th Day of November 
1781, before me, 

E. Impey. 


D. Williams, , n t, v t 

Captain, commanding the ift Battalion ot 

his Excellency the Vizccr’s Sepoys. 


“ Num. 
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“ Num. 9. E. 

m 

Affidavit of Captain John Gordon. 

John GorJ . n F.lquirc, Captain in the Corps of Sepoys of his Fxcellcncy Aflof-ud-Dowlah, 
boh Vizeer, on his Oath iaith, I hat he crofled the Gogra on the Sixth of September at Chowrah 
with Four Companies of Sepoys, and about Kighty Horfc (in all near 400) under his Command * 
that he faw the Country vvas dilalleded, but judged his Foret to be fufficient to join Colonel Han- 
nay at Akberpoor-, indeed the Deponent did not conceive that his Fxcellency’s Troops, marchino- 
to join him by his Command, could meet with any Interruption. On the yth, at Day break, the 
Deponent marched, and about Half a Mile from Chowrah, when croffing a Nullah, he obferved 
great Bodies of Men affiemblcd to oppofe his March*, he immediately made what he judged to be 
the bed Dirpofidon of his Imall Corps, and the Beliaviour of the Men did them great Credit; for 
though, during the whole of the March of Fight Cols, they were attacked and often furrounded 
by incredible Numliers of People, yet they conllantly beat them off, killing and wounding many 
of them, and arrived, with very little Lofs, about One o’Clock in the Afternoon, at the Tereca 
Nullah, which runs by Taundeh, bringing the whole of the Bazar and Baggage in the moll perfett 
Safety ; the Dej^onent then imagined himfclf in a friend’s Country, and intended croffing the Nul- 
lah, that his Pecple might halt for the Day and refrefli after their very fatiguing March; for this 
I'urpolc he oidercd the Bazar and Baggage to be fent over, and Parc of the Sepoys to (land to 
their Arms, as great Numbers of their I'mcmies were ftill in Sight; but his Surprize was extreme 
when he was informed, that the Boats were all on the other Side of the Nullah, and that none of 
them were perinitteil to crofs. The Deponent immediately wrote a Letter to the Begum’s Aumil 
Sl)vim(heer Klun, acquainting him that he was marching with tire Vizccr’s 'Proops, by his Order 
to join him; that he, the Deponent, was aftoniflicd at his (lopping the Ghaut; and defiring Boats 
nii[dit be fent tor the Tranfport of the Detachment. To this no Anfwer was made, but imme- 
diately Three Guns were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to the Detachment, and a Number 
of Matchlock Men were ported on the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if anybody 
parted. 1 lure were then near the Ghaut a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whole 
Gumallah, notwicliitanding his uimoft Intrcatics, was prevented from fending them by Shumffieer 
Khan ; who threatened the Plunder of his Fadfory, and even his Life, if he attempted it. This 
was told the Deponent by the laid Gomaftah repeatedly, and the Deponent believes it to be true, 
as it correlponds entirely with every other Part of Shumlhcer Khan’s Conduft. The Deponent, 
upon being refufed a Paflage, took pofleffion of a very ftrong Ground, furrounded on Three 
Sides by the C^ogra, and the Nullah on the Fourth Side, whence only he could' be attacked by the 
Country People; he ordered tlic vSepoys to make a Breall Work, by piling up of Planks, of which 
there were a great Number; and as he had Ammunition and Provifions, he intended to wait there 
until he could procure Boats, or difeover a Ford. While the Deponent was thus employed, Ma- 
liommed Kuzza Beg, the jemmadar of Horfe, had (Warn acrols the Nullah, and procured Per- 
miilion fur h:s People to follow him, which they immediately did. No Ani'wer coming from the 
f'ougedar, the Deponent dcfirecl his Moonfhy to go to him, and explain the Matter; he accord- 
jiipjy went to the (ihaur, and demanding a Palfage, he was refufed, and infulted in Perms the molt 
.ibufive to the.* iMiglirti, He returned, and telling this, the Deponent ordered him to take an Fle- 
pluint and iwim over; but when he attempted to enter the Nullah with tlie Animal, the Nujjeebs 
j)oiij(ed theii Matcldock^ at him, and obliged him to defilt: The Sepoys feeing this, and that the 
I Jorlemen were permuted to fwim acrols, naturally imagined that tlie Objeftion was to the LnolpK 
only, and tluir Adiicients; they thought it fafcll to abandon the Deponent, whom they muft have 
concluded to Ijc devoted, and throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the Lxample 
of the Horlcmen, in Iwimmtng acrols the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumlhcer Klian, of 
giving tlie Deponent up to ms Fate. One of tlic Subadars reprefented to Two others, the Folly 
of furtering for One Perlon ; and propofed to them to deliver up the Deponent to Shumlhcer 
Khan or to the Country People; hut the Piopofal was rejedted with Scorn, and One of the Sub- 
adars reported the Behaviour of the other immediately to the Deponent: The Deferiion, how- 
ever, was almoit complete; for in a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men re- 
mained, including Officers. It was almoit Evening when Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, with great Diffi- 
culty, at lall obtained Permiffion from Shumrtieer Khan to lend One Boar, but it came too late to 
render any cftcdtual Affillancc, for with the lew Sepo)'^ who remained, Command was at an end ; 
and as moll of the Deponent’s Servants had gone off, his Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, 
wIk) loon cairicd oil’ and dellroyed it. Some Things which a tew of his Servants brought with 
them, they gave in charge to the Fongedar’s People, who promifed to take care of them, but they 
rclcrved them for themfclves, or rather for the Fougedar; and though many of the Deponent’s 
Things were ken in his Houle, he could never recover a linglc Article. For mhny Days during 
the Stay ot the Deponent in Mr. Scon’s Fadlory it was threatened to be attacked ; and Shumfheer 
Khan, though often applied to by Mr. Scott’s Gomaftah, conllantly refufed to grant the kail 
Aliiftance: Notwithftanding this, Shumrticer Khan was, and the Deponent bcl eves is ftill, conti- 
nued in Office; and while the Deponent was at Fyzabad, Shumlhcer Khan came there, and was 
wdl received by the Ikgum and her Minifters : Fiom all which Circumllanccs the Deponent is 
convinced, that Shumlhcer Khan could not have dared to a<ff as he did, had he not been autho* 

rizeti 
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rizccl by the Begum and her Minifters, 

agreeable to them. 

Sworn this 27th Day of November 
I78 i> before me, 

E. Impey. 


or at Jeaft had he nj»t known that fuch Conduit would be 

J. Gordon. 


“TENTH PARCEL. 

‘‘ Num. 10. 

Affidavit of Jean Honorc Mordelait, Private of the Cornpany of Chafllur^^. 

“ Jean Honore Mordclaic, Natif dc Corbcll, Province de I’lfle ile France, fait Serniciir, etdir. 
Qu’etant n)aladc a Mirzapour il nit laifie cn arricre avee Qiiatorze dcs lis Camatadcs, lui’ inclip^ 
tous fervanc dans la Compagnic dc Chafi'eurs, commandee par le Capitainc Doxat j lorlqiic le d;t 
Capitaine marcha avee Ics Troupes qui compofoienc le Dctachement commandc par le Capitaine 
Mayaffrej que lors du Depart du die Capitaine, le Raja de 1 ’ 1 'ndroit les fit entrer cn fon Fntou- 
rage pour plus de Surete contre les Voleurs qui I’environnoicnr que fur leuis Kcprclcntations 
qu’ils n’avoient pas d’Argtnt pour fc fournir des Vivre, il leur fit donner a manner chaque |oiir 
par un Bannia, qu*il les confola et les affiura qu’alhint voir ce qui fe palloit ;i I’Fntour de Ion Urraiii 
il chercheroit apres un Moycn de les fairc pafficr a Chandcrnagorc j que dcs lors il ne revint point: 
Qiie le Commandement etant alors devolu au Second, il les fn appcllcr le Ticnticinc, ct leur donna 
Deux Roupies a chacun pour fervir a unc Route qu’ils devoient faiic de Deux four de C hcmin; 
quhl leur Ht f^avoir que e’etoit fes Ordres de les renvoyer de la, ct qu’il nvoit niilli rc<,ii Ordre de 
cooler tous les Hattcaux paflant par Mirzapour : Qiie pendant ce Temps Cinquantc de (es Gens 
furent envoyes pour s’emparcr dc leurs Armes, ct que cesGens prirent un Invcntairc dc ce qui ap- 
partenoit a la Compagnie; que Ic Lendemain ils furent contraines de fc mettre en Route, leur Sacs 
places fur dcs Chamcaux, fur lefquclles ils furent obliges de monter a grands Coups tie I ouec 
pour ceux qui refufoient: Qtie duranc leur Route ils eurent toutes Suites tVlndigniu's, qii’on leur 
crachoit au Vifage, qu’on les battoit. Q^ie la fecondc Journee un de fes C imarailes iut aliez heu- 
reux de mourir*, que le Chemin qu’ils faifoienc rtoic parmi des Gorges tie Moniaigne.s ecqu’avec 
les Detours qu’ils firent il croit que le I'rajet jufqii’a L.aitirtghur, ou ils arrivrrent le Dcuzit me 
dc Septembre, ctoit plus de40Cofs: Q^j’u la Fin de la primiche Journee ils s’arrelereiu a un 
petit bort dans les Gorges, ou leur mauvais Traitement fut redouble Ci^i’arrive a LaitilFuluir 
ceux qui vinrent avee cux fc difperferent ; qu’ils fCirent entoures pendans deux llcures qu’ils y 
refterent par environ deux ou trois mille Gens qui les infuherent grofiitTcnienr, ct parti- 
cuherement, les accufa d’avoir aflaffinc le Raja deGuMier: (^(’un de leur Camaiadt s, nornnu- 
Francois, fftt mcne aupres du Raja Icqucl i fon Retonr leur det Lira que le Raja I’.ivoit afluie 
qu’en cas qu’il lui amena Compagnie Fran^oiie qu’il auroit fon Pain. C^i’aprcs ils hnent rondniis 
hors de l.aitilfghur de la mcme Manierc qu’auparavant Jbu le Garoe dc (jndques Sepovs, ec 
autres Gens armes, a unc petite Maifon fortificc au dc la dc LaiiilFghur une Cols iur le C. emin 
de Becjahghur; que ces Gens y rellercnt pour les j.^ardcr : (ju’on nc leur donna ni a nungei ni a 
boire: Qiic le Lendemain, etant le troififine, un Chef de I.aiiilFghur avee dix Sepo\ ^ et envi- 
ron 40 Horn mes armes les fit fortir u une Portec cie Fufil de la Maijon: (j^i’ils lie-ein leurs 
Mains derricre leurs Dos •, et qu’en retre Pofuion ils leur crierenc a manger, k ur niontiant ties 
Vivres a quelque Difiance dans des Corbeilles. Q^/apre^ s’cire amulc pen fiuit unc ll uie ou 
deux dc leur Miferes, ces Baibarcs tiicrent leurs Sabres et cornmenceicnt le Mnflacre ; (^>ue le 
luldic eut une Baonccte pafTee du travels du Corps, ct un giand Coup de Pied lur Its Rems pour 
la faire refortir : Qu’en cet l’t<^t il feignit le More, et deux de les CamaraJes to nbant 1 ir 'ui 
ca^ herent fa Feinte : (juc le Mcurtiiers fe rctirant apres ce Carnage, il eurafitsde b'orec j)our 
fe recircr dans les Jungles a vingt Pas de la : Qii’ a la Difcretion Ues l igrcs il j.uH'i toute la Nuir •, 
qu’accablc de loif, le Lendemain il defcendit a un Ruifleaii pour buire de i’F.nu quMlurvit 
par des Campagnards, et amend a rbndroitd’ou il etoit lorri lejuur avant ; que les llabii.'uis 
ic rafllirerent contre toute Crainte de la Vic: Q[ic leur Chef lui donna pour lui et la hem l e 
huit Pice par Jour, hquelle Subfiftance lui fun continue par moyen d’unc Garde qui moni' ii. 

emit rtrleve chaque Jour de Laic ftghur : (jjiie parmi les Gms qui eroient la il ne reconnuc 
2ucun de ceux qui les tuerent : (.Jtie le 20, le jour que le Kaja s’cnfuir dc Lainlloluir, apies (juc 
!ui ct fes Troupes ciVenc paflees aupies de I’Fndroir ou le kifdit t-coir, il le rendit a l/auiilghur 
Ians Kmpcchcment, ct mem.e tut mis au large par les tlabitants: la Nuit du 20 ou 21 il 

lut oblige de fe cacher, pour le mettre a I’abri des Gens qui p.lloient dc tous I oms : Ic 

Lendemain Matin a I’Kntree du Major Crabb il tut dccouvcrt ct lieurcuienient mis cn SuictL de 
coutc autre Pourfuite. ^ 

“ Lc fufdit fait Sermtnt ct dit, dc plus qu’il croit que le MatTacre provenoit d un A(fie de- 
libcrc, ct que ce nc pouvoitetre le Rcfultat d’aucunc Caufr, comme ccs Cam trades et lui croant 
^rop triftes pour demontrer aucun Signe de Joic, s'abandonnant a la More d apres la muuvais 
Traitement quMs avoient fubits : C^’au contrairc quant ils enrendirent le Maun d j pj r do 
Maffacre, lc Bruit des Canons et dcs Fufils, ils s’cntrcdiloient tout doucement que leui* Uc- 
firudlion fergit la Confcqucnce infailliblc en cas que les lioupes du Raja pcruroicnc la atai c , 
6 
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Qlic meme, lors dc ccite Communication cl’Idees, ils r\*y avoicnt aucuns dc Icurs Gardes ou autres 
Gens pour Ics ecouter ^ que leurs ExprelFions a cc Sujet Tc paflcrent, lors du Bruic dcs Canons 
et dcs Fufils, Icqucl etoit de grand Matin : Que leurs Mcurtricrs n’arrivcTcnt dc Laiiiffghur 
qu’environ les onvie Heures: Q^ie deux Heurcs I'e palTcrent a Icur contraindre de lirer Habits 
Chapeaux, &c. Qu’au lieu du Meurtre ils ffirent conduis en Chemife, ct qu’il etoit environ unc 
Heurc apres Midi, quand cec Ade dc Barbariie fiic commife. 

Mordclait. 

‘‘ Sworn before me, this 5th Day of 
December 1781. 

E. impey. 

Tranrtation of the foregoing Affidavit. 

John Honore Mordelait, Native of Corbel!, a Province in the Ifle of France, declares upon 
Oaih, That being Tick at Mirzapoor, he was left behind with Fourteen of his Comrades himlclf 
included, all of whom belonged to the Company of Chafleurs commanded by Captain Doxar, 
when the faid Captain marched with the Troops which compofed the Detachment commanded by 
Captain Mayaffie: I'hat upon his Departure, the Rajah of the Place made them come within his 
own Premilcs, for the greater Safety againlt the Thieves which furrounded them : That on their 
reprcleniing they h.id no Money to fupply thetnfclvcs with Food, he caufed them to be given 
fotr.ething to eat every Day by a Banian: That be comforted them, and aflbred them, that upon 
feeing what palfcd round his Seraglio, he fought for Means to iranfport them to Cbandernagure: 
That from that Time he did not return : That the Command having then devolved upon the 
Second, he had them called before him on the Thirtieth, and gave them Two Rupees each, to ferve 
for the Journey of Two Days they were to take : That he let them know his Orders were to fend 
them from thence; and that he had alfo received Orders to fink all the Boats paffing by Mirza- 
poor: I hat during this Time, Fifty of his People were fent to feize their Arms and that thofe 
People took an InventCity of what belonged to the Company: That the next Day they were 
obliged to begin their Journey, with their Baggage placed on Camels, which they were obliged 
to mount; and thole who retufed, received violent Blows with a Whip: That during their 
Route every Sort of Indignity was offered to them: That they fpit in their Faces; and beat 
them fo, that on the fecond Day One of his Companions was fo happy as to die : That the Road 
they took was through narrow Paffes, between Mountains ; and that with the Circuits they made, 
he Ixlicves the Journey to Laitiffghur, where they arrived the 2d of September, was more than 40 
Cofs : That at the Clofc of the firfl: Day they ftopt at a fmall Fort in the Paffes, where their Ill- 
treatment was redoubled : That being arrived at Laitiffghur, the Perfons who came with them 
(iilperled : That they were furrounded for Two Hours, and remained there, among about Two or 
Three thouland People, who infulted them grofsly j and particularly accufed them of having 
alfaflinated the Rajah of Gwallior : That One of their Companions, named Francois, was taken 
before the Rajah, and declared to them, at his Return, that the Rajah had affured him that in 
caie he brought the French Company to him, he fhould be provided for: That afterwards they 
wcie conduded out of Laitiffghur in the fame Manner as before, guarded by fome Sepoys and 
other armed Men, to a fmall fortified Houfe beyond Laitiffghur, One Cofs on the Road from 
Bcejahghur : That thofe People remained there to guard them: That they had nothing cither to 
cat or drink given to them : That the next Day, being the Third, a Chief of Laitiffghur, with 
Ten Sepoys, and about Forty armed Men, made them go out to the Diftance of a Muficet Shot 
from the Houfe : I hat they tied their Hands behind their Backs; and that in this Pofition they 
lokl them to eat; fhewing them Provifions in Bafkets at lome Diftance: That after having 
nmufed thcmfelvcs for an I lour or two with their Mifery, ihcfc Barbarians drew their Sabres and 
began the Maffacrc : That the Deponent had a Bayonet paffed through his Body, and a violent 
Kick on the Reins to make it come out : That in this Situation he feigned Death ; and Two of 
his Companions falling upon him covered the Deceit: That the Murderers retiring after this 
Carnage, he had Strength enough to retreat to the Jungles, Twenty Paces from the Place: That 
he palfcd the Night at the Mercy of the Tigers : 1 hat on the next Day being parched with Thirft, 
he went down to a Brook to drink: That he was feen by fomc Country People, and carried to 
the Place which he had left the preceding Day : That the Inhabitants affured him his Life was 
in no Danger: Tliat their Chief gave him Eight Picc every Day for his Wife and himfclf, which 
Suhfiftence was continued to him by means of a Guard, which was mounted and relieved every 
Day from Laitiffghur : That he did not recoiled the Perfons of any of the Murderers among the 
People here : That on the 20th, the Day the Rajah fled from Laitiffghur after he and his 
Troops had paffed near the Spot where the Deponent was, he went to Laitiffghur unmolcfted, 
and was even fet at Liberty by the Inhabitants; That in the Night from the 20th to the 21ft 
was obliged to lie concealed to favc himlclf from the People, who were pillaging on all Sides: 
That the next Morning, at the Entry of Major Crabb, he was difeovered, and fortunately 
in Safety from all further Purfuit. The Deponent moreover declares upon Oath, That he 
believes the Malfacrc proceeded from a deliberate Ad, and that it could not have been occafioned 
by any Caufc, his Companions and himftif being too forrowful to fhew any Sign of Joy, as they 

had 



( ^93 ) 

had abandoned themfelre* to tteath after tke Ill-treatment they had met with j That on the con- 
trary, when on the Morning of the Maffacre they heard the Report of the Cannon* and Mulketj. 
they faid to each other foftly, that their Deftrudlion would ^e the infallible Conlequence, in cafe the 
Rajah’s Troops Ihould lofe the Battle : That even at this Communication of Ideas there were 
none of their Guards nor any other Perfons prefent to hear them : That their Converfation on this 
Subjeft paffed when the Noife of the Cannons and Mufkecs was heard, when it was broad Day- 
light : That their Murderers did not arrive from Laitiffghur till about Eleven o’Clock : That Two 
Hours paffed in making them take off their Cloaths, Hats, &c. : T hat they were led in their 
Shirts to the Place where the Murders were committed-, and that it was about One o’Clock in the 
Afternoon when this of Barbarity took Place. 

“ Sworn before me, (Signed) Mordelait.’* 

this 5th Day of December 1781. 

(Signed) E. Impey.” 


“ELEVENTH PARCEL. 


“ Num. II. 


** Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay. 


“ Alexander Hannay Efquirc, Lieutenant Colonel in the Service of the Honourable United Eaft 
India Company, maketh Oath, and faith. That in the Month of September Uft (1781) he com- 
manded a Body of Troops (Horfe and Foot) in the Service of the Nabob Vizeer: That on the 
lOth of that Month, being encamped at Ryegunge, near Fyzabad, employed in tranfporting the 
faid Troops acrofs the River Gogra, in order to aft againll the Infurgcnts to the Northward of 
that River, in the Evening he received Intimation from a Perfon living in the Zennana, that 
the Nabob Begum (Grandmother to the Nabob Vizeer Affuf-ud-Dowla) had, through her 
Agents, prevailed upon the principal Jemmadar of Horfe, to engage to deiach himlclf from the 
faid Deponent, and to abandon him j and further warning the faid Deponent to attend 10 his 
own pcrfonal Safety, as there was an Intention of detaining him at Fyzabad : That this Inti- 
mation was given to the Deponent in the Prcfcncc of Lieutenant Charles Middleton, to whom the 
Deponent did communicate it ; and that, during the whole Courfc of that Day (the loth of 
September) he the Deponent had not been able to prevail on any of the Horfemen to crofs 
the River — a Matter which he could not until then account tor, but which ferved to imprefs him 
fo ftrongly with the Belief of the Truth of the Information he had received, that he fent for the 
principal Jemmadar of Horic, circumftantially communicated the faid Information to him, and, 
as forcibly as he was able, Rated to him the Treachery, Difgrace, and Infamy, infcparablc from 
fo unmanly a Behaviour : That the faid Jemmadar of 1 lorfc appeared much aflcftccl at the Con- 
verfation, and acknowledged that the Information was true in every Circumftancc, except that 
of his having acceded to the Propofals that were made to him, which he declared he had re- 
jefted j but faid, they had alfo been made to the other jemmadars of Horle by the Agents of 
both the Begums (the Nabob Vizeer ’s Mother and Grandmother) ; and the 1 ruth ot this Affcr- 
tion was afterwards affirmed to the faid Deponent by I wo of the faid Jemmadars, and fc- 
veral of the inferior Officers and private Horfemen. The Deponent further declareth, 1 hat 
the above-rccited Converfation palled in his the Deponent’s Tent, to the belt of his Rcculkftion 
and Memory, on the Night of the loth of September, in the Prcfencc ot Lieutenant Charles 
Middleton i and that, as the faid Lieutenant Charles Middleton did not perfeftly underftand thci 
Moorilh Language, in which the Converfation was held, be the Deponent explained the Nature 
and Subjeft of it to him as foon as the Jemmadar left the Tent, The Deponent further de- 
clarcth, That he is reftrained from mentioning the Names of the Jemmadars alluded to, front an 
Apprehenfion that their Names becoming publick, might operate to their Prejudice, if not Ruin } 
but that the Fafts which he hath depofed arc Truth, 


Sworn before me (the Deponent declaring on 
his Oath, that the above Affidavit is writ- 
ten in his own Hand-writing at Banaris) 
this aift Day of December 1781. 

Warren Haftings. ] 


Alexander Hannay.” 




* Vide fopra, from Page 255 to Page 267. 
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Sic in Oiig. 


The Witnefs produced a Book, marked C, intituled, “ Letters from the Board, 1775 
to 1782." 

Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Mr. Middleton, dated 
Chunar, 15th November 1781, from the fame. 

» “ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquirc. 

it Sir 

“ In your Letter, dated the i7thO£lober, I find it generally allcrted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, in the Excra£l$ quoted from his Letters, and confirmed by yourlclf, that, during the late 
Revolt of this Province, Levies both of Horfe and Foot were openly made at Fayzabad, both by 
the Begums, and by Cheic Sing’s Agents, in his Name and for his Ule •, that thefe Levies were dif- 
patched to Benares publickly as his, one Party of a l houfand Horfe and Foot, under the Command 
of Shake Cawn -, that jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, afkcd every Man who bore the 
Appearance ot a Soldier, why he went not to Cheit Sing for Service ; that Futteh Saw, Ghcenooroy, 
and Ajcft Mull, had crofled to Manjowly, urged to that Step by Chcic Sing, who hud Juuplicd 
therm with Money, and promifed them great Sums, if they would put the whole Countiy into Con- 
fufion I tthat the principal Zemindars had all Certificates under the Seal of Cheit Sing, that he 
would fupply them with whatever Money they might require, for fubfiding all the 1 roops they could 
raife-, tliat it was the general Belief of every Men* in that Part of the Country, that it was a concerted 
Plan for the Extirpation of the Englifh •, that the whole Country, from Goonda to Manjee, and 
from Fyzabad to the Benares Diftridl, and acrofs from the Gogra to the Ganges, was in the utmoft 
Ferment that if we met with a Check at Benares, every Man in the Country was ready to fall upon 
our fcatteietl Parties; that the Infurredion was not partial, but generally fpread throughout the 
Whole, and if he (Colonel Hannay) might truft to his Information, ic was already begun, and would 
foon rai;e as violently in Shahjehanporc, Rohilcund, Cora, and the Doaub. 

» Theic are Fafts of fuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceflary both to the Means 
which may be required for our future Prefervation, and to the Jollification of what has pafifed, and 
of what may be done to the fame End, that I think it proper that they fhould be veiificd in the molt 
authentick and lacred Manner. I mud therefore requeft and require of you, in my Name, to call 
upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major M‘ Donald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, 
and every other Perfon who n ay have a perfonal Knowledge or Underllanding of thefe Fads, or of 
any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheit Sing, and its Connexions, in the Dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier; Icvcrally to depole all that they know and believe concerning the lame, cither on 
Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inllantly vilic Lucknow, chiefly with this Intention; or 

that they repair to me at this Place, for the fame Purpofe. j i j r 

Rdpccling the Levies made at Fayzabad, the March of Shake Cawn with a Force declared for 
the Service of Cheit Sing, the publick Invitations ot Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under the 
Seal of Cheyt Sing, in the Poffeffion of the Zemindars of Gorookpoor and Baraich, his Letters to 
the Begums or their Minillers, the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Englifli ; I mull carncluy 
recommend it to you, to obtain fuch Evidence as can be acquired, refpefting each of thefe Points, 
whether fuch Evidence lhall afeertain, or refute, or qualify, their Reality -, and, if it be polBble, to 
gain Poflcinon of the original Letters and Certificates faid to have been written by Cheyt Sing, as 

“ You will be careful to afeertain the Dates and Places pf Fafts, and the Names of Places and 
Perfons, in the Depofuions taken ; that their Evidence may not be defedive or ambiguous, from 

the Want of Precifion. t l i j • 

“ Rcfpefling the Murders, faid to have been committed at Gopce Gunge, I have already written 

to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subjedt. r i n 

“ I alio fend you the Form of a Caption, or Introduflion to each Depofition, of which you will 
be plealed to furnilh Copies, to fuch of the Englilh Gentlemen as lhall have Occafion for the Ufc o 
them. The Depofitions of the native Witnefles muft be written in the Languages which they un- 
derftand, and mull be verified on Oath, and figncd ; or, if they fhall objedl to the Oath as ^*^^**^ 1 *^ 
to their religious I cnets, they muft be required to fubferibe fuch a folcmn Atteftation, as lhall ^ 
equivalent to the Sanftion of an Oath ; and add your Signature to it. 

“ I am. Sir, 

‘‘ Chunar Your moft obedient Servant, 

15th November 1 7S1. (Signed) Warren Haftings.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next read a 
Paliage from the Benares Narrative, tolhewthat, by Mr. Haftings’s own Admiffion, 
if any Afliftance was fent from Oude to Cheyt Sing, it moft probably came 
Vizier at Lucknow, and not from the Begums at Fyzabad ; and they mould after- 
wards (hew, that the Thoufand Troops, ftated by Mr. Haftings to have been railed 
at p'yzabad, came from Lucknow. 

j. Read, 
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of^rc‘^fame. at Page 36 

« In the mean Time I had received fcveral Intimations, imputing evil Defigns to the Nabob and 
mylclfaga.nft them; and efpecially to be careful that I did not expSvfelf 
to the tffefts of concealed 1 rcachery, by vifiting him without a ftrong Guaid Many Circum 
ftanccs favoured this Sulp.con. No fooner had the Rebellion of this zfmeedary maniJftedTS 
than Its Contagion inftantly flew to byzabad, and the extenfive Territory lying on the North o The 
R,ver known by the Names of Gooruckpoor and Bareech. In iL Cty of hyyabad, 

Nawaub Alica and Jenauby Allea, the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob, openly dpoulcd 
the Party of Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting People to enhft for h^s Service; Ld , heir Ser- 
vants took up Arms againft the tnglilb. Two Battalions of regular Sepoys, in the Vizier’s Ser- 
v|ce under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, who had been intruded with the Charge 
of th^at Diftrift, were attacked and d^rounded in va.ious Places, many of them cut to Pieces 
and Colonel Hannay himlclf, cncompafled by Multitudes, narrowly cfcapcd the fame Fate. 'I he Nabob 
Vizier was charged with being privy to the Intrigues which had produced and fomented thefe 
Difturbanccs } and the little Account that he feemed to make of them, ferved to countenance the 
Sufpicion. I can truly fay for mylelf, that I never afforded it the flighted Dcc>rcc of Credit t 
neither his Ch^aradler, the Tenour of his paft Conduft, the Expeflaiions which 1 knew he enter- 
tained of Aflidancc and Relief from myfclf, nor his Inability to fupport himlelf without the Pro- 
teidion of our Government, allowing me, fora Moment, to entertain a Thought fo injurious to 
his Fidelity, and fo contrary to Probability. Yet I was not pcrfedly free from Apprchenfions 
fimilar to fuch a Siiggedion. The Nabob was furrounded by Men, bafe in their Charaders and 
improvident in their Underftandings ^ his favourites, and the Companions cf his looler I jours. 
Ihcfc had every Caufe to dread the Effects ot my Influence on theirs-, and both thcle, and the 
Relations of the family, whole Views ot Confequence and Power were iiuercepicii by our Parti- 
cipation in the Adminiftration of his Affairs, entertained a mortal Hatred to our Nation, and 
openly avowed it. Thefe all joined in preferibing the molt pernicious and fatal Counfcls to the 
Nabob, reprefenting this as the Time to deliver himielf from what they dcleribcd as the Yoke of 
Servitude. Although he firmly rejefted all their Perluafions, and I was affured ot it, yet hr hinv» 
felf was at their Mcicy ; and it was in their Power to ufe both his Ainhc)n[y and his Perlon tor the 
Perpetration ot their own Drfigns j nor could I ufe any Precaution to avo d them, whiih would 
not appear to proceed from a Diflruft of the Nabob himlelf. I never cummunicated my Ap^pre- 
henfions, nor afted from them, and had the Satisfadion of receiving the Nabob, of maintaining 
an Intercourfe with him, with every Mark of the molt fccurc and mutual Confidence, and of part- 
ing with him with every Dcmonllration of mutual Satisfadion (a).** 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, beginning at Page 32. 

It is proper to mention, that as foon as I had formed my Ilefolution to leave Banaris, I fent 
my Moonihy to the Nabob Saadiit Ally Khan, to inform him of it, and to recommend the wound- 
ed Sepoys to his Care 5 believing that the Rajah, from a Confideracion of Policy, would not chufc 
to moled them, efpecially as he could have no Motive or Objed to it but Revenge, if he would 
Ihew a determined Refolution to proted them. The fame Requed I made to him in Writing after 
my Arrival at Chunar. I owe him the Judice to acted, that he faithfully and liberally complied 
with my Requed. He viliced them himlelf, and furnifhed them with Provifions and with Money, 
and appointed native Surgeons to attend them ; and as they were able to bear it, he caulcd them 
all 10 be removed to his own Quarters. 

Many Reports and Sufpicions have prevailed of his being concerned in fomc of the Defigns 
which wae formed againd us. I can neither credit nor refute them. The Evil imputed to him 
is at bed doubtful : The Good which he did is certain, and he is entitled to the entire Merit 
of it (/>).*’ 


The Managers for the Commons dated, they would now proceed to lay before tlic 
Houfe the Account of the Tranfadion refpefting Captain Gordon and Sadut Ally, 
contained in the Correfpondence between Colonel Hannay, Captain Gordon, and the 
Begums : Which Correfpondence was annexed to this Article of Charge, as originally 
prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and afterwards admitted by Mr. I ladings in his 
Defence to the fame at the Bar of that Houfe. 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objecled to the Produidlon of this Evidence — the 
Letters not being upon the Confultations of the Governor General and Council of 
®^ngal, nor in any other Shape upon the Records of the Ead India Company, and 
Captain Gordon, one of the Parties to the Correfpondence, being in England. 


(tf) Vide fnpra, Page 123, Paragraph the laft. 


(^) Vide fupra, Page 122, Line i. 
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The Managers for the Commons dated, they had already given in Evidence the 
Defence of Mr. Haftings at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons to this Article of the 
Chai ee as originally prefented there j — that a^ Part of that Defence, upon which the 
Commons relied, wss jin Admiflion of certain Fafls conncdlcd with the Letters now 
in queftion }— they now tendered the Letters therefore to explain what it was that was 
admitted by Mr. Haftings in that Part of his Defence, and contended, that for that 
Purpofe, and under thofe Circumftances, the Letters as annexed to the above Article of 
Charge, were the beft poflible Evidence that could be produced. 

The Houfe obferved, the firft Step was for the Managers for the Commons to read 
that Part of Mr. Hartings’s Defence, upon which they founded their Right to pro- 
duce the Evidence offered j— and then the Queftion would arife, whether that Right 
were well or ill founded. 

Accordingly, Read, the following Extrafl from Mr. Haftings s Defence. 

» Upon the Letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in 
Proof of her Innocence of the ConduA imputed to her and her Servants, it is only ncccflary to 
obl'erve they were written at a Time and under the Imprcffion of the Begums having it very much 
in their’ Power to contribute to the Safety, or poinbly to the Deftrudion of Colonel Hannay’s Dc- 
tachment, then in a very precarious Situation in the Ncightourhood of Fyzabad, and at a I line 
too wh( n our Affairs at Benares were foppofed by thofe Officers to wear an unfavourable Alpeft, 

1 he Coloncrs firft Objed was to procure Safety for the Perlbn of Captain Gordon, who was at 
the Mercy of the Begums and their Eunuchs ; and for this Purpofe he thought no Means fo likely 
to fiicceed, as declaring an implicit Reliance on their Fricndffiip and good Faith, and affecting to 
confidcr himfclf under Obligations to them : Captain Gordon, however, moft probably owed his 
’ Salvation to another Influence. Soon after he fell into their Hands, by the trcacherom Concluft of 
Bahar Ally Cawn’s Naib and adopted Son, at Tanda, the News of feme fuccefsfiil Operations of 
our Troops at Benares reached the Begums; and as Affairs began to promife a fpeedy and dccifivc 
Iflue in our Favour, it is not furprizing that the Begums and their Agents ftiould cndeavoiK. by 
Acts of Kindnefs, to efface the Impreffion, which they muft have been fcnfiblc their Condua had 
made to their Dilcredit. This was the Explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Middleton 
of the Motives of his Conduft to the Begums at that Period -, and the Lciters alluded to cannot 
poffiblv bear any other Conftruftion, without an Imputation on the Veracity and moral Character 
of the late Colonel Hannay, which his Reputation and general Conduft in Life will not warrant. 
The Teflimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be had, but his Explanation to Mr. Middleton 
of the Motives of his ConduCl to the Begums and their Agents, at that critical Conjunfture of his 
own and the national Affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any Time to certify on Oath ; and 
the Evidence of Captain Gordon may poffibly throw further Light upon the Subjeift {a). 

The Counfel for the Defendant faid, they would not infill upon their Objeftion. 

Then the Managers for the Commons delivered in a Paper, intituled, “ Artides of 
“ Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors againft W arren Haftings Efquire. 

Read, the following Extraifl, from the fame. 

“ From her Excellency the Bow Begum to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the Vizier s Court. 

“ 1 here is no Ncceffity to write to you, by way of Information, a Detail of my Sufferings ; 
from common Report, and the Intelligence of thole who arc about you, the Account of them wi 
have reached your Ears : I will here relate a Part of them. 

» After the Death of Sujah Dowlah, moft of his ungrateful Servants were conftantly labouring 
to gratify their Enmity ; but finding, from the firm and finccrc Friendlhip, which lubfiftcd between 

me and the Engliffi, 'that the Accompliffiment of their Purpofes was fruftrated, they formed tne 

Dcfian of occalioning a Breach in that Alliance, to enfure their own Succefs. I muft acquain 
you, that my Son, Afof ul Dowlah, had formerly threatened to leize my Jaghire ; bqt upon pro- 
ducing the Tieaty figned by you, and ffiewing it to Mr, Middleton, he interfered, and pmventtu 
the inmending Evil. The Confpirators now framed an Accufation againft me, of a 
which I never had conceived even in Idea, of rendering Affiftancc to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

I’ai titulars arc as follow : My Son, Afoph ul Dowlah. and his Minifters, with Troops, ana 
Train of Artillery, accompanied by Mr. Middleton, ori the i6lh of the Month of Mohurum, ar- 
rived at Fyzabad, and made a Demand of a Crorc of Rupees. As my Inability to pay lo van 
Sum was manifeft, I produced the Treaty you figned and gave me; but to no . 

Hearts were determined upon Violence. 1 offered my Son, Afoph ul Dowlah, i r. 

dearer to me than all my Riches, or even Life itfclf, whatever Money and Goods I was po e » 


(a) Vide fupra, Pago 41^ • 


but 
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but an amicable Atljuftment feenled not worth accepting. He ilemamlcd the Deliverint- up ti c 
Fort, and the Recal of the Troops that were (tationed tor the prcferving the Peace of the Cit\" 
Tome Tumult and Uifcord appeared unncceflary. I gave up thefe Points, upon which they 
feized my Head Eunuchs, jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Arty Cawn, and lent them to Mr. MkI- 
dlecoi). After having obliged them to fign a Bond for Sixty Lacks ot Rupees, they weie thrown 
into Prifon, with Fetters about their Feet, and denied Food and W.iter. 1, who hail never, evtn 
in my Dreams, experienced fuch an Oppreflion, gave up all I had, to preferve my Honour and 
Dignity. But this would not fatisfy their Demands. They charged me with a Rupee and. a 1 l.ilt 
Batta upon each Mohurj and on this Account they laid Claims on me to the Amount of .Six 
Lacks fome Thoufand Rupees, and fent Major Gilpin to exad the I’ayment. M.ijor tiilpin, .le- 
cording to Orders, at fiift was importunate; but being a Man of F.xpericnce, and ot a bcnoviVi.t 
Difpolition, when he was convinced of my Want of Means, he changcil his Condud, and \v.is 
willing to apply to the Shroffs and Bankers, to lend me the Money. But with the Lots of my Jagluie 
my Credit was funk. 1 could nut raile the Sum. At laft, feeling my helplefs Situation, I collected 
my Wardrobe and Furniture, to the Amount of about Three Lacks of Rupees, beliiles Fifty 1 luni- 
land Rupees which I borrowed from one 1'l.icc or other, and fent Major Gilpin with it to Lutknow. 
My Sufferings did not terminate hcie. The Diftutbanccs of Colonel I lannay and Mr. Gordon 
were made a Pretence for feizing my Jaghire. The State of the Matter is this. When Colonel 
Hannay was by Mr, Haltings ordered to march to Benares, during the Troubles of Cheyt Sing, 
the Colonel, who had plundered the whole Country, was incapable of proceeding. From the 
Union of 1 houfands of Zemindars, who had feized this favounible Opportunity, they harailcd 
Mr. Gordon near Junivarra-, and the Zemindars of that Place and Acberpore oppofed his March 
from thence tilllie arrived near Tanda. As the Tanda Nulla, from its Overflowing, was cliflicult to 
crofs without a Boat, Mr. Gordon fent to the Foufdar to fupply him. He replicxi, the Boats were 
all in the River; but would, according to' Orders, affift him as foon as polTible. Mr. (iordon’s 
Situation would not admit of his waiting. He forded the Nulla upon his Eleph.int, and 
was hofpitably entertained and protefted by the Foufdar for Six Days. In the mean Time, a Letter 
was received by me from Colonel Hannay, defiring me to efcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As n1* 
I 'riendlhip for the Englifli was always fincere, 1 readily complied, and fent fome Companies of 
Nejeebs to efcort Mr. Gordon, and all his Kfledls, to Fyzab.id ; where, having provided lor his 
F, tertainment, I effeded his Junction with Colonel Hannay. The l.ettcr of Thanks I icxeivcd 
fi .Mn both thefe Gentlemen upon this Occafion, arc ftill in my Poffelhon, Copies of which 1 gave 
in Charge to Major Gilpin to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them to the 
Governor General. To be brief, thofe who have loaded me with Accufations are now clearly 
convi'ded of Falfchood. But is it not extraordinary, that, notwithftanding the Juflnefs of my 
Caufe, Nobody relieves my Misfortune ? Why did Major Gilpin return witliout F.irccT, ? 

“ My Prayers have been conftantly offered to Heaven for your Arrival : Report has announced 
it ; for which Rcafon I have taken up the Pen, and requeft you will not j'lace implicit Confidence in 
iny Accufers; but weighing, in the Scale of Juflice, their Fallehoods and my Reprefemations, you 
will exert your Influence, in putting a Period to the Misfortunes with which 1 am overwhelmed.’’ 


The Council for the Defendant requefted the Houfe to obferve, that they did not 
mean to admit the Exiftence of the Letters now produced, hut that they niiglit be read 
in Evidence, as a written Paper, annexed to the Charge before the Iloufc ot Commons, 
upon which Mr. HalVmgs had commented in his Defence : As explanatory tlieretoie 
of his Defence, they might be read } but as Evidence of the Exiftence of the Letters, 
tliey conceived the Manageis for the Commons were not intitledto I'cad^lhem. 

Read alfo, from the fame Paper, the following Extrafts : 


“ Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. 

“ I had the Pkafure to receive your friendly Letter, fraught with Benevolence ; and whatever 
Favours you, my Friends, have been plcafed to confer refpeaing Mr. Gordon, afforded me the 

^'“'iMachg^a firm Reliance on vour Friendthip, I am in Expcaation, that the atbrefaid Gentlenian, 
with his Baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad in Safety, that the fame may oblige and afford Satisfaction 

Letter for Mr. Gordon is inclofed to you; I am in Expectation of its Ixing cnclofed in a 
Cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to the End that the Aumil may forward it to ^b^men^ 
Gentleman, and procure his Reply. Whenever the Anfwcr arrives, let it be delivered to Hoolas 

Roy, who will forward it to me. m.. .rifh vnnr 

“ Always rejoice me by a few Lines refpeaing your Health. Confinuc to honour me y 

Correfpondence;.’* 


8 P 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jcwar and Bahar Ally Cawn.' 

“ Cawn Saibury, indulgent Friends, remain under the Proteftion of God. 

« Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindnefs, accompanied by an honorary Letter from the 
Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity, and cnclofcd a Letter from Mr. Gordon, fent through your Hie- 
carrahs, obliged and rejoiced me. 

» With relj:)cft to what you communicate, regarding your not having received an Anfwer to your 
friendly hpiftie, I became perfectly aftonilhed, as a Reply was written from Mohadree. It may be 
owing to the Danger of the Road that it never arrived, not to the fmalleft Ncgleft on my Side, or 
of mine. 

“ I now fend two Letters to you, one by the Dawk People, and the fecond by one of my Hir- 
carrahs, who will prefent them to you, which you will certainly receive. 

“ I am extremely well contented and plcafed with the Friendlhip you have Ihewn. 

You wrote me to remain perfedly eafy concerning Mr. Gordon •, verily from the Kindnefs 
of you, my indulgent Friends, my Heart is quite eafy. You alfo obferved and mentioned, that, 
as Mr. Gordon’s coming with thofe attached to him (probably his Sepoys and others) might be at. 
tended with Difficulty, if I approved, he fliould be invited alone to Fyzabad : My Friends, I place 
my Bixpeftation entirely upon your Fricndfhips, and leave it to you to adopt the Manner in which 
the faid Gentleman may arrive, in Security, without Moleftation, at Fyzabad •, but at the fame Time 
let the Plan be fo managed, that it may not come to the Knowledge of any Zemindars ; in this Cale 
you arc Men of Difccrnment. However he is to come to Fyzabad, extend your Afliftance and 

Endeavours. _ r 

« It is probable, that the Begum Saib, of high Dignity, has received authentic Intelligence from 

the Camp at Benares; favour me with the Contents or Purport. 

“ From .Mr. Gordon’s Letter 1 underftand, that Mirzalmaum Bakih, whom you difpatched thither 
(Saunda), has and ftill continues to pay great Attention to that Gentleman, which affords me great 

PleaiL..e. , , 

. An Anfwer to the Begum’s Letter is to be prefented j I alfo fend a I.ctter for Mr. Gordon, 

which plcafc to forward.” 

“ An Addrefs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 

« Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, See. whom God preferve. 

Your exalting Letter, fraught with Grace and Benevolence, that through your unbounded 
Generofity and Goodnefs, was fent through Grace and Favour, I had the Honour to receive in a 
fortunate Moment and whatever you were pleafed to write rerpecling Mr. Gordon, ‘ that at this 
‘ Time the Ibort fighted and deluded Riots had carried their Difturbances and Ravages beyond all 
‘ Bounds, Mr. Gordon’s coming with his whole People (or Adherents), might be attended with 
‘ Difficulty 1 and therefore, if I chofc, he fhould be invited to come alone.” Now, as your High- 
nefs is the bell Judge, your faithful Servant repofeth his moft unbounded Hopes and Expedation 
upon your 1 lighnels, that the aforefaid Mr. Gordon may arrive at Fyzabad without any Appre- 
henfion or Danger, I (hall be extremely honoured and obliged. 

« Confidering me in the Light of a Friend and faithful Servant, continue to honour and exalt 
me by your Letters. 

« What further can I fay ?” 

“ Copy of an Addrefs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 

Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, whom God preferve. 

“ After prefenting the ufual Profclfions of Servitude, &c. in the cuftomary Manner, my Ad- 
drefs is prefented. 

“ Your gracious Letter, in Anfwer to the Petition of your Servant from Gooudah, exalted me. 
From the Contents, I became unfpeakably imprefled with the Honour it conferred. May the 
Almighty proceft that royal Purity, and beftow Happinefs, Increafe of Wealth, and Profpenty. 

« The Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and Benevolence. 

A few Days have clapfed fince I arrived at Gooudah with the Colonel Saib. 

“ This is prefented for your Highnefs’s Information. I chcrilh Hopes from your Generofity, 
that confidering me in the Light of one of your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour me 
with your gracious Letters. 

“ May the Sun of Profperity continually Ihinc.’* 

“ Copy of a Letter to Mahumed Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn from Mr. Gordon. 

“ My indulgent Friends remain under. See, Sec. Sec. After Compliments, I have the Pleafure 
to inform you, that Yeftcrday having taken Leave of you, I pafled the Night at Noorgunge, 

and next Morning about Ten or Eleven o’CIock, through your Favour and Benevolence, arrivea 

fafe at Gooudah. Mur Aboo Bukih Zemindar and Mur Ruftum Ally accompanied me. 


“ To 
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« To wKat Extent can t prolong the Praifes of .you, my beneficent Friends. May tl.c 5 :ui)rcmc 
Being, for this benign compalTionatc humane Action, have you in his Keeping, and increalc vour 
Property, and fpccdily grant me the Plealure of an Interview •, until which Time continue to fa- 
vour me with friendly Letters, and oblige me by any Commands in my Power to exccure 

“ May your Wifties be ever crowned with Succels. 

“ My Compliments, &c. &c. &c.'’ 

Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. 

» Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, remain under the Proteftion of the Supreme Being. 

« After Compliments, and fignifying my carnefl: Dcfire of an Interview, I addids you. 

« Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindnefs, I had the Pleafure to receive m a propitious 
Hour; and your inexprcfliblc Kindnefs, in fending for Mur NaHTar Ally with a Force to launda, 
for the Purpofc of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his Baggage, who is now arrived at l y- 
tabad. 

^ This Event has afforded me the mofl: cxceffive Pleafure and Satisfaflion. May the Omnipo- 
tence prefer VC you, my ftedfaft firm Friends. 

“The Pen of Fricndfhip itielf cannot fufficiently exprefs your Gencrofity and Benevolence, and 
that of the Begum, of high Dignity, who fo gracioufly has interefted herlelf in this Matter.* In- 
clofed is an Addrefs for her, which pleaie to forward. I hoj^e from your Fnendfliip, until wc meet, 
you will continue to honour me with an Account of your Health and Welfare. 

“ What further can I write ?*’ 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe they would next produce a 
Letter from the Bow Begum to Mr. Haftings Eight Days before the Icizing of her 
Treafures, to prove that Ihe referred him to Captain Gordon, who was then with 
Mr. Haftings, for any Explanation upon the and ftated, that 

was entered, and admitted by Mr. Haftings himfelf to be received at the 
written. 

Read, the following Extra6l from Book 105, inlltulcd, ‘‘ Bengal Pcrfian Corre-’^ 
fpondence/’ already delivered in. 

“ From the Mother of the Vizier. 

“ Received 6th January 178;?.' 

Par. 5. Our Situation is pretty well, and your good Health is conftantly prayed for. I had fent 
Bchar Ally Khan to you ; accordingly People invented a Fallchood, that Behar Ally Khan was gone 
to get the Deputyfhip of the Soubah, and f /me Perfons here were faying, “ wherefore has fhe ll*nt 
Bchar Ally Khan to Calcutta, to the Nawab Amaud ud Dowlah ; wc will never permit the Affair 
to fucceed :** And accordingly ic has fo happened ; for they fay tliat you alfo have not put your 
Seal to the Treaty; and the People here fay. Why docs the noble Lady correfpond with ihc Eng- 
lilh Gentlemen f On this Account I did not fend a Letter at the Time when you came this Way. 
Now the State of Affairs here is thus; On the 27th, Zehedje Afuph ud Dowlah Behader, *^vith- 
out my Knowledge, fent his own Aumils into my Jaghecr. 1 accordingly wrote feveral Pimes to 
Mr. Middleton on this Bufinefs ; that his Seal was to the Treaty, and Writing of Difcharge, why 
did he not negociate in my Favour ? Mr. Middleton replied, “ The Nawab is the Mailer/* I 
wrote frequently, but without Effect. Being helplefs, I reprefent to you the State of my Ai- 
fairs; that notwithftanding the Exillence of this Treaty, I have been treated in this Manner. It is 
ufclefs for me to ftay here. Whatever is, is a Compa6t; whenever any one deviates from his 
Compaft, he meets with no Credit for the Future; and the Light of mine Eyes, Afuph ud Dowla, 
wrote to me, that he had fent his own Aumils into my jaghcers, and would pay ready Money 
from his Treafury. Refleil on my Security for his adhering to his future Engagements, from 
the Confideration of his Condudl under his paft Promifes. I tlo not agree to his ready Money ; 
let me have my Jaghecr as formerly; otherwife, leaving this Place, I will waft on you at Be- 
naris, and thence will go towards Shah jehan Abad, becaufe he has not adhered to his hngngc- 
ments. Send Letters to Afuph ud Dowla, and to Mr. Middleton, and Huffen Reza Khan, and 
Hyder Beg Kh^n, not to molefl the Begum's Jagheer, and to let them remain as formerly, wiih 
the Begum’s Aumils. And it is here fuipefted ot me, that my Aumil plundered the 1 roperty ot 
Mr. John Gordon: The Cafe is this; Mr. John Gordon arrived at I’andah, a 
fighting with the Zemindars of Akberpoor, which belongs to the Khalfch. Accordingly, Mr. John 
Gordon having come to Tandah, my Aumil performed whatever appertained to his Duty. After- 
wards Mr. John Gordon wrote to me to fend my People, chat he might come with them to hyza- 
bad. I fent People accordingly to bring Mr. John Gordon, and the faid Gcntlcnian arrived here 
in complete Safety } and Mr John Gordon i$ now prefent, aft him youricifof thele Matters. Mr. 
John Gordon will reprefent Matters in Detail j the Truth will then become known how il 
Ibunded the Calumny is. Should you come here for a few Days, it will be very well, and il not, l 
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will wait on you •, and your coining here is very neccflary, that all my Affairs may become 
ranged’, and fend a fpecdy Aniwer to my Letters, and Letter to Afuph ud Dowlah and 
Middleton, and HulTen Reza Khan, and Hydcr Beg Khan, on the Subjedb of ceafing to mol 
my Jaghcers, and fend me conftantly News of your Health, for my Peace of Mind depend’ 
thereon.” ^ 

To prove the Situation and the Refources of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, at the Tim? 
Begums refcued Captain Gordon, ^ 

Read, the following Extrad from the Benares Narrative, beginning at Page 44. of 
the fame. ® 

(<j) “ Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor. 

Firft, entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men — 

Second, Nujjccb, Sword Men from Lucknow — 

Total 

“ Troops affembled from different Places. 

Ilorfe and Foot with Juggur Dew Sing — — 

Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from the Rajah 

"With Gomaun Sing, fent for by the Rajah, Matchlock Men 

From the Fougedar of Biddevee arrived. Matchlock Men 

Rajepoots of the Tribe of Rugbunfee from Kurraukut — 

Arrived with Dillon Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Badfliahpoor, Match- 
lock Men — — — 

Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Rezza Cooli Khan, from Mirzapoor 
’^>iepoots collcfted from Agoree and Purwah, by Dia Lutchoo — 

.■ icaiu. Tribe or Call of Khummaur, collcdfed by Soojaun Sin® 

'■ * .* ‘word and Matchlock Men with Ramjeeawun — _ 

1 1,500 

“To which are to be added, Hufbandmen and Adventurers, who took up Arms vDluntariiy, mak- 
ing the foregoing N amber amount to near Forty thoufand. ’ 

“ Thefe Forces were divided between Lutteefpoor, Pateeta, and Ramnagur. The belt reputed 
of them were at Pateeta, and the great M.ifs, compofing the lad Corps, with a Part of the ot^hers, 
at Lutteefpoor with the Rajah, who had fixed his Rcfidence at that Place fince his Flight froni 
Shewallah Ghaut. ° 

“ Before I pioceed, it may not be improper to date the other Refources on which he, pot very 
unreafonably, depended for lengthening the War, if not for Succefs in tlie Courfe of it. 

“ Fird, his Fortredes •, of which there arc many, and fome of confidcrable Extent and 
Strength, erteded in various Parts of the Zemeedary. Of thefe the Two Principal arc Bidjeypur 
and Lutteefpoor. Ramnagur fcarcely deferves to be named with them ; and Pateefa has been 
rendered confidcrable only by its having been a capital Scene of his Oppofition, and of our 
Vidtorics. 

“ Bidjeygur is a Fort creeded on the folid Rock of a Hill, rifing to the Height of 745 perpen- 
dicular Feet from the level Ground. It lies about Fifty Miles in a South-Ead Direftion from 
Chunar. It was the Depofuory of all his and his Father’s Treafures. 

“ Lutteefpoor is a large Fort, built with Stone, .and furrounded by Hills, and, either from 
Neglced or Defign, obdriiftcd from didant View by Trees and thick Shrubs furrounding it. It lies 
about 14 Miles Kadward from Chunar. 

“ Pateeta is a very large Town, furrounded by a Rampart of Earth, extending to a great Dif- 
tance beyond it to the Hills adjoining. The Fort itfclf is a fmall fquare Houfc of Stone, itfdf 
fortified with Four round Towers, and inclofcd with a high Rampart, and a Ditch which is in mod 
Parts broad and deep. Its greatell Advantage againd an Enemy, to whom Delay was Defeat, was 
that it was invifible to its AITailants. 

“ Ramnagur has been deferibed already. The other Forts, whatever their Confequence under 
a different Train of Succeffes might have been, arc of none to the Events of this Narmtive. 

“ 1 lis next great Rcfourcc was his WeSIth •, on which he looked, and thought himfclf invincible; 
an Expreffion which I borrow from one of the meaned of his Dependants. It is credibly affirmed, 
that he inherited from his Father, Bulwant Sing, a complete Crorc of Rupees, to which it is be- 
lieved that he made confidcrable Additions. 

“ The Didreffes of our Government, and the Power and Number of its Enemies, may alfo be 
reckoned, though negative, yet amongft his Relburccs. The red were dciufory, which the fade 
and violent Counfels of his Brother Soojaun Sing, and his Biixey Suddanund, impofed on his In- 
experience, and the Pliancy and Aptitude of his Difpofition.” 
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(a) Vide fupra. Page 126. 
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To prove the Situation of Mr. Haftines at. and after tlv ^ 

of tlic Begums towards Captain Gordon, . ’ “ ^ mentioned Condud 

Read, the following Extraft from Mr. Haftings’s Second Defence. 

« It i* well ki^n, that, by the Example and at the Inftigation of Rajah Cheit Sim. ti,.. y. • 
of Benares, the Inhabitants of that Diftric't revolted front our Governmenr and ^ 

State of Rebellion from the S2d of Auguft to the aad of Seprl^r r^sr 'k “ 

i„j«rtant Period I wa, confined to thi Eomef, and Hain'ot Chunarr and"]:" litt 
m the Apprehenfion of many, portended certain Dertrudion to myfclf, and my fmall I'arty." ’ 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they (hould next produce 
feveral Letters from Captain M‘Donald, to the fame Point. ^ 

Read, froin Mr. Middleton s Letter Book, A. already delivered in, beginnine at 
Page 100 of the fame Book, the following Extraft of a Letter from Mafor Navlor 

to Captam Jaques, dated Camp, Fyzabad, February 8th 1 7«2. ’ 


“ Sir, 


“ To Captain Jaques, commanding the ad Battalion, aoth Regiment. 


« Hoolafs Roy, the Perfon appointed by the Nabob for tranfafting the Bufinefs for which the 
Troops arc required here, will hold conftant Communication and intercourfe with you s and as he 
is inftruaed and acquainted with the beft Method to accomplifh this Bufinefs, Mr. Middleton 
requefts implicit Attention to be paid to what he may from Time to Time reprefent refpcainsr 
the Prifpners, or the Bufineft in which he is employed. In Ihort, as he is the Perfon nomir-^ 


7 ' s ^ . — nia tiv 19 njc criuii numirni 

by the Nabob, he wilhcs Hoolafs Roy to be confidered in the fame light as if he hlmJ.'tL 


prefest 


(Signed at the End) 


“ N. Taylor, 

Major, Commanding at Kazabad.” 

Read, allb, from the (ame Book, Page 1241 Letter from Captain Jaques to 
Nathaniel Middleton Efquire. 

« Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am this inllant honoured with your Letter of Yefterday’s Date: Immediately upon the 
Receipt of it, I fent for your Agent Hoolofs Roy, who informs me, that Doondey Khawn, the 
Perfon you wrote about, has left Fyzabad four Days ago, and that it is fuppoled he has taken the 
janfey Road. 

“ Upon my alking him his Reafon for not informing me of this Matter upon his firft obtaining 
Knowledge of it, he gave me to underftand, that he rei eived no Orders from Mr. Johnfon, upon 
his leaving Lucknow, either to inform me of any 1 hing that happened, or that he knew he was to 
have any Intercourfe with me. 

“ I have thought it necefTary to defirc Hoolofs Roy to communicate any Intelligence of Confe- 
quence to me, from Time to Time, that he may obtain. 

** 1 have the Honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

t» oXliKk at Night. of Sepoys.” 

Read, al£>, from the fame Book, Page 79, Letter from Mr. William Davy to 
Nathaniel Middleton Blquire. 

« Sir, 

“ I am diredted by the Governor General to inform you that the Bearer, Hoolaus Raic, who 
ittc^cd here by your Orders, has been examined as to the Points on which he could give Infor- 
aution, and has now received Permiilion to return. 

P Oeoentber 21ft 1781, “ I am. Sir, 

Benares. “ Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) “ W-" Davy, 

“ Nathaniel Middleton Efquire. “ P. Perf” Tranfl." 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired NATHANIEL MIDDLETON 
might be called j and being calkd in, he was examined as follows ; 

Qt To what Period do you confine your Idea of the Rebellion of the Begums ? 

A. To the latter End of September 1781. 

8 


Duiing 
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During what Period of Time is it that you Hate the Begums were doing what you call Afts 

of Kcbellion ? ^ 

A. From the firft breaking out of the Infurreflion at Benares to the End of the Month of Sep- 
tember, or nearly the End of the Month of September. 

Did you fuppofe the Rebellion to have ceafed when you left Chunar with the Nabob ? 

A. 1 fuppofed it had. 

Do you mean that you heard of no Hoftilities whatever upon the Part of the Begums after- 
wards, either againft the Nabob or the Englilh Government ? 

A. Upon thcRefumption of thejaghires, I conceive that the Begums did commit Afts of I FoRllity^ 
at lead, that they threatened Hoftilities : I cannot fay they aftually committed any Ads of Iloftility’ 
but they threatened them. 

Did you enter in your Letter Book the Whole of the Correfpondcncc refpeding this fuppofed 
Rebellion of the Begums, either with Mr. Haftings or Colonel Hannay ; or any other Perfon ? 

A. The Whole of my Publick Correfpondcncc. 

Did you not repeat the Subftance of many Letters which you had received from Colonel 
Hannay, in a Letter of yours, dated the 19th of Odober, to Mr, Haftings ? 

A. 1 recoiled making Extrads of feveral Letters which I received from Colonel Hannay, in a 
Letter to Mr. Haftings j but I cannot fay that that was exadly the Date. I recoiled making 
Extrads of the Letters in my Pofleflion from Colonel Hannay, and making it a Letter to Mr. 
Haftings. 


. ^Then a Book was fhewn to the Witnefs, and he was afleed, 

leaft.i L ^ 

. *4^ / ■ Is this one of the Letter Books upon which you fo entered your Publick Correfpondence ? 
Yes i this is a Letter Book in which I entered Letters that were received by me in my 
Publick Capacity. 


Then the following Paffage was read to the Witnefs, from Page 86 of the faid 
Book : 

“ I was favoured with yours of the 3d this Morning j and have the Pleafurc to repeat to you, 
that every Thing is quiet in this Pergunna of Nabob Gunge.” 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Does that Book contain Copies of Letters you fent i 
A. No ; tliis Book docs not. 

Does the Letter referred to by the Exprcflion I repeat to you,” &c. appear in that Book r 
A. The Letter is from Major Naylor to me: The ExpreflTion is this~‘‘ I have the Plealurc to 
“ repeat to you every Thing is quiet in this Pergunna of Nabob Gunge.” 

Do any of thofc Letters from Colonel Hannay, the Contents of which you afterwards re- 
capitulate in your l.ectcr of the 19th of Odober 1781, to Mr. Haftings, appcuir in your Book.^ 

A. I believe they do not : I do not recoiled they do. 

Q. Why do not they appear in your Letter Book ? 

A. I believe they were all private Letters — familiar Letters — in which he occafionally fpokc of 
the Circumftances relative to the Begums. 

Was not the Matter communicated to you by Colonel Hannay in thofe Letters, made the 
Ground of the whole Proceedings againft the Begums, in the Order received from Mr. Haftings to 
feize the Treafurcs ? 

A. I apprehend not: Every Thing contained in thofe Letters was afterwards confirmed by Co- 
lonel Hannay, upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey — the principal Matters: 1 will not fay, every 
Idling i but the principal Fads related in thofe Letters, were confirmed by Colonel Hannay, 

* upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey. 

Then the Matter contained in thofe Letters, not depending upon the Evidence of the Li- 
ters alone, but confirmed on Oath, was made the whole Ground 01 your proceeding againft the 
Begums ? 

A. Not the whole, I conceive; that muft have been fome Part of the Ground of the Pro- 
ceedings. 

Q. Had you not received Intimation from Mr. Haftings of his Pleafurc, that the Treafureof 
the Begums (hould be feized, before Colonel Hannay made any fuch Affidavit f, ^ 

A. I have not a very perfed Rccollcdion of the Time of the firft Comn>unication of W 

Haftings’s Pleafurc relative to the feizing the Treafurcs. I remember having Con vcrfatiofi^t 

Sir Elijah Impey, whilft he was at Lucknow; but certainly I never conceived that Propou^i^^ 
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came from Mr. Haftings: My Idea wa?, it was a Propofiticn from tlie Nabob, thor.ab p.ot ac- 
tually or formally made to Mr. Haftings s and I can take upon me to alKrm, it b.vi l een fre- 
quently mentioned in Converfation with the Nabob or Uis Mnnllcrs, long before Nir I'lij.iii Im] ey 
arrived in Lucknow. Upon looking over the Corrcfpondcncc, 1 tinJ, il,.u ilie full Ptnp.iru:, n 
made to Mr. Haftings upon the Subjerft, w.;s dated the ad of Derctnbe; lySi ■, the t;;ll 
fition from myfelf. 

Q. The full Propofition from yourfelf ? 

^ The firft Propofition from myfelf appears to be dated the ad of Dc en.ber 17 )1. 

Q. Was Mr. Hallings’s Anfwer to that Letter of the ad of Decemlier, the firil C'- nmunicn- 
tionsvhich you received from Mr. Haftings himlelf upon that .Siibjift , 

A. No, certainly not: 1 have before hid, 1 recoiled veiy well having fome Conveilaiion ssiih 
Sir Elijah'impey upon the Subjed while he was at Lucknow, which was the End of Noviinber. 

Q- Did not Sir F.lijah Impey bring the Propofition to you from Mr. ELfiings to this 1 iuvl • 
That tlie Nabob IboukI luopole to Mr. Haftings to feize the Trealurc of tlie Br gums ? 

A. The Kecolledion I have of Sir Elijah Impey’s Communication to me was this : tli.at Mi. 
Haft'inns confidered the Condud of the Begums to have forfeited their Claims to tlie Company's 
Protedion i and that if the Nabob fhould be difpofed to feizc the Begum , I'lcalures as the Trca- 
furcs of the State, Mr. Haftings would not obftrud him f As far as 1 can cliarge my Mcmoiy with 
it, that was the Propoliiion of Sir Ehjali Imjicy’s Communication. 

Q. Did you ever make any Communication of any Sort rerpeding the feicing tlie Tic.dnrcs to 
Mr. Haftings, prior to Sir Ehjali Impey’s Arrival at Lucknow ? 

A. No, certainly not. 

O. Was not your Letter of the 2d of December a publick Leuer to Mr. Mailings ? , •« 

/C I do not recoiled ; 1 beg I. cave to reler to the Letter itlclt. 

Q. Do you remember when you received an Anlwcr to your Letter of the 2J ol Dece;:?.,'' 

^ I would refer to the Letter. 


Then a Book was (Itewn to the Witnefs, and he was alkcd. 

When did you receive the Anfwer to that Letter, whether it was publick, or whct.icr it was 

believe Mr. Haftings’s Anfwer was upon the 26th of December. 

Q. Whether this Paffage in your Letter of the 6th of Dccemberi 78 Your Pleaftire refpecTing 
» tfc Begums, I have learnt from Sir Elijah Impey, and the Mealure you propolc Ihull loon 
“ follow the Refumption of the Jaghires,” relates to the Propofition verbally commuim.ated to 
you by Sir Elijah Impey from Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I have no Doubt it did, 

Q In your Letter of the 2d of December 1781, there is this P,i(fagc-“ the Nidwb writes you 
» Welt^pon the Subjed, you have his Letter incloled Did you ever fee that Letter from tlie 

^ A*? No, I do not know that I did j I believe I did not : But I underftood the Purport of it. 

Q. From whom did you receive it i ii r , ^ ,1, . M;n;n#T 

yC Either from the Nabob or his Miiiiflcr, I cannot l.iy winch : twobably from tlu Miml tr. 

Do you know why that Letter has never appeared ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did you confidcr the Rcfiftance to the Refumption of the Jaghires as any Ground for t ic 

S' not'" Suaf ReSnei tttSSmption of tlie Jaghires was after the Mcafure 
of feizing the Treafures had been determined upon. 

Had any Meafores been taken, or any Notice given, or any Perwanna ilfucd for fcizing t le 

refumed previous to that Period. i vr i w i ^ 

Q. Do you mean that ,t »at known that the Jaghite, were to be relomed before the Nabob 


Then 
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Then a I/Ctter, dated 6th December 1781, was flicwn to the Witncfs, and the fol- 
lowing PalTage read to him. 

“ Finding the Nabob wavering about the Refumption of the Jaghircs, I this Day, in the Pre- 
“ fence of and with the Minitters Concurrence, ordered the necefTary Perwannas to be written to the 
“ feverai Aumils for that Purpofe ; and it was my firm KefoUnion to have difpatched them this 
“ Evening, with proper People to fee them punctually and implicitly carried into Execution (a).*’ 

Then the Witnefs was afleed, 

■ Did you write that 1 -cttcr ? 

A. Yes 1 have no Doubt of it. 

Did you not afterwards adlually iflueyour Perwanna, againft the Nabob’s Will, in order for- 
cibly to take PofiefTion of the Jaghires of the Begums ? 

A. The Perwannas were written, but not iflued j they were to have been accompanied by Per- 
wannas to a fimilar Purport from the Nabob’s Miniftry. 

Read, from Book 82, Page 1 19, the following Extracts of Letters from Nathaniel 
Middleton Efquire to Warren Haftings Efquire, in the Appendix to a Confultation 
of lath June 1783 : 

“ Fort William, the 12th June 1783. 

“ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Edward Wheler, q 

John Maepherfon, I Efquires. 

John Stables, j 

• “ The Honourable Warren Haftings. 

PubTiy dear Sir, Lucknow, 6th December 1781. 

tnding the Nabob w.ivering in his Determination about the Refumption of the Jagheers, I 
, . s in Prefence of, and with the Minifters Concurrence, ordered the necclTary rerwannahs 
to bt 4itten to the fcveral Aumils tor that Purix)lc ; and it was my firm Relblutioi) to have dif- 
patched tiiem this Evening, with proper People to fee them punftually and implicitly carried into 
I '.xccution ; but, before they were all tranferibed, I received a Mcflagc from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by the Miniftcrof the Kefolution I h.ul taken, entreating that I would withhold thC 
Perwannahs until Po-morrow Morning, when he would attend me, and afford me Satisfaftion on 
this Point. As the Lofsofafew Hours, in the Difpatch of the Perwannahs, appeared of little 
Moment; and as it is pofllblc the Nabob, feeing that the Bufinefs will at all Events be done, may 
make it an Ad of his own, I have conferited to indulge him in his Requeft ; but be the Rcfult of 
our Interview wliatever it may, nothing ftiall prevent the Orders being iffued To-morrow, either 
by him or myfelf, with the Concurrence of the Minifters. Your Plcafurc refpeding the Begums 
1 have learnt from Sir Elijah, and the Mcalurc heretofore propofed will loon follow the Relump- 
tion of the Jagheers ; from both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no Doubt of die com- 
plete Liquidation of the Company’s Balance (^). 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Nath. Middleton." 


“ The Honourable Warren Haftings. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 7th December 1781. 

“ I had the Honour to addrefs you Yeftcrday, informing you of the Steps I had taken in re- 
gard to the Refumption of the Jagheers. This Morning the Vizier came to me, according to his 
Agreement, but fecmingly without any Intention or Defire to yield me Satisfadion on the Subjed 
under Dcfcripiion ; for, after a great Deal of Converfation, confifting, on his Part, of trifling 
Evafion and puerile Excufes for withholding his Aflcnt to the Mcafures, tho’ at the lame I'iinc 
profefling the moft implicit Submiflion to your Willies, I found myfelf without any other Rclburce 
than the One of employing that cxclufive Authority with which I confidcr your Inftrudions to 
veft me. I therefore declared to the Nabob, in Prcfcncc of the Minifter and Mr. Johnfon, who I 
defired might bear Witnefs of the Converfation, that I conftrued the Rejedion of the Meafure 
propofed as a Breach of his folemn Promife to you, and an Unwillingncfs to yield that Aftiftance, 
which was evidently in his Power, towards liquidating his heavy accumulating Debt to the Com- 
pany, and that I muft in confequcnce determine, in my own Juilificacion, to ifl'uc immediately the 
IPerwannahs, which had only been withheld in the fanguinc Hope, that he would be prevailed upon 
to make that his own Ad, which nothing but the moft uigent Ncceffity could force me to 
make mine. He left me without any Reply, but afterwards fent for his Minifter, and authorized 

f . I . > 


(a) Vide Appendix, N'> X.XXVllI. 
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(h) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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to give me Hopes that my Requifuion would be complied with, on which I cxprcITcd my Sa- 
tisfaftion, but declared that I could admit of no further Delays, and unlefs I received his Fxcel- 
lency’s forma Acquielcence before the livening, I fhould'then moll alTureuly ilTue my Perwan- 
nahs, which 1 have accordingly done, not having had any Afllirances from his Excellcncv that 
could juftily a further Siilpenfion. 1 (Italic as loon as pofllblc, infoim you of the lilfefl of the 
Verwannahs, which, in many Parcs, 1 am apprehenlive, it will be found necelTary lo enforce with 
Military Aid; I am not however entirely without Hopes, that the Nabob, when he fees the In 
,nicacy of further Oppolition, may alter his Condud, and prevent the Confufion anddiliuneeablc 
Lonl'equcnces winch would be too likely to rcfult from the Profeciuion of a Mcaluic of loch Ini- 
jiortance without his Concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Fayzabad lor the Purpole 
heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four Days; I wifli he may be ferious in this Intention, and you 
nuy all afluad I (hall Ipare no Pains to keep him to it. ^ 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton.** 


Do you mean, that you did not aftually ifliie your Perwannah ? 

A. The Perwannahs, I believe, never went further than the Miniller’s Hands. Upon reading 
this Letter, I have a Rccolleftion that Ibmc of the Perwannahs were fcalcd, and given to the Mi- 
niller who was to difpatch them *, but they never went beyond liis Hands. 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, 82, Page 125, the following Letter, from Mr. 
Middleton to the Governor General, 

“ The Honourable W. Haflings. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 9th Dec. 17S1,' 

‘‘ I had the Honour to addrcTs you on the 7fh inftant, informing you of ilte Convc* 
which had pafled between the Nabob and me, on the Subject of refuming the Jaghccrs/4^, 

Step I had taken in confequence. His Excellency ap|)cared to be very much hurt and 
at the Mcafure, and loudly complains of the rreachery of his Minifters; firfi, in giving h 

Hopes that fuch a Meaiurc would be adopted \ and, lecondly, in their promding me ihcJl 
Support ill carrying it through. But, as I apprehend, rather tlian fuffer it to appear 
Point had been carried in Oppofitioii to his Will, he at length yielded a nominal Acquie%ftv 
and has this Day iffued his own Perwannah to chat Effcd: j declaring, however, at the fame Time,^ 
both to me and his Minifters, that it is an Atl of Coinpulfion. I hope to be able, in a few Days, 
\\\ confcquenct of this Meafnrc^ to tranl'mic you an Account of the aftual Value and Produce of 
the jagheers, oppolcd to the nominal Amount at which they ftand rated on the Books of the 
Sircar. 

I have the Pleafurc to inform you, the Nabob ftlll adheres to his Refolution of proceeding 
immediately to Fayzabad, for the Purpofes already mentioned to you, and will, I believe, depart 
in Three Days from this Date. I entertain the mod flattering and Lnguine Expedations 
from his Journey *, and we (hall not be kept long in Sufpcncc concerning the Rcfult, ag he is 
convinced of the Danger and Impropriety of Delay.'* 


Then the Witnefs was alkcd ; 

Are not all thefe Parts of your private Correfpondence with Mr. Haflings ? 

A. They are. 

Where are Mr. Haftings’s private Anfwcrs to ihofe Letters ? 

A. They are to be found in the fame Book, 1 believe: If there were any A nfvvcr.s written, 
they are in the Books *, all the Letters, to my Knowledge^ received and written upon this Sub- 
jeft, are in thofe Books. 

Look at that Book now before you, and account, if you can, why there are fo many loofe 
Pages in that Book \ and why there are Three Series of Pages; not as in the other Book.s, where 
the Pages arc carried on from the Beginning to the End ; and that upon Paper evidently of a dif- 
ferent Sort ; Firft of all, do you obferve any loofe Leaves ? 

A. Yes, there are. 

CL Do you obferve any Interruption of the Scries of the Papers ? 

A. Thofe Letters are not entered regularly by any Means : The Interruption that appears in 
the Pages is, that the Letters were copied upon different Sedions of Paper at different Times ; 
and they are bound up, as the Sections wcrcj without any general paging of the Whole. 

Qj. Do you obferve any Difference of Paper in particular Parts of the Book ? 

A. Yes, there are certainly different Papers. 1 mull obferve, that I never delivered thefe Books 
as complete Copies of my Correfpondence ; they were fuch Copies as 1 happened to have in my 
PoflcflTjon. A great many of the Copies of Letters had been taken, in a great Hurry, upon my 
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leaving I.ucknow j and I mentioned that to the Houfe of Commons at the Time they were deli, 
vered : I did not deliver them as compjecc Copies ; but 1 mentioned at the Time, tlwt I thought 
they would be found very dcfcdlivc. 

O. Do you icmcmber when they were bound up in the Form of Books ? 

A. They were bound up in Calcutta. 

Do you mean, you carried down your Correfpondence to Calcutta, and that there that Cor- 
rcfpondence was copied, and then bound in thofe Books ? 

A. It was bourid up in Calcutta, and copied at Lucknow; fome were copied while I (laid at 
Lucknow, and fun'ic of the others were fent even long after I arrived at Calcutta. 

Whether any of them were copied at Calcutta ? 

A. The laft Leaves Iccm to have been copied at Calcutta. 

Ql ^ Lord.) Is it only in one Part of the Book where the Change of Paper is, or different 
Parcs ? 

A. It is of different Kinds, in different Parts of the Book. 


CC Are we to underfland, in point of Faft, that thofe were not the Books in which your Corref- 
pondence was copied at Lucknow; your Office Letter Books ? 

A. My Copy Ikjoks of Letters were left ac Lucknow ; complete Copies of my Correfpondence 
were left in my Office at Lucknow ; thofe arc Copies I had taken for my own private Sarisfadlion. 
Compleat Copies of all my Correfpondence will be found in the Refident’s Office at Lucknow— 
Copies of Letters received. 


(1. {from a Lord). Are thofe Copies of Copies, or Copies of Originals ? 

A--<;opies of Originals in fome Inftanccs, I cannot fay in others ; they are not the official Books 
; and the Reafon, I apprehend, of fcvcral loofe Leaves being here is, they were Let- 
.ved at Calcutta, after I had quitted my Office at Lucknow ; and fome even from Per- 
•cutta. 




n thofe Books do not contain Copies of all the Correfpondence in your publick official 
^ ^rHook at Lucknow ? 

j:)^ rather apprehend they do not; they were copied in a great Hurry, and I have no doubt 
a great many Letters niuft have been omitted in the Hurry of copying. 


Who fuperintended the Copying of thofc Letters, and direfled what Ihoiild be inferred in 
thofe Books, and what not ? 

A. It was my Wifh to have compleat Copies of the Whole, but I had not Time to get the 
Whole while I Ilaid at Lucknow; many Copies of Letters were fenc tome after I quitted my Office j 
they are in diflerent Hands, by levcral Aflillants and Writers that I employed at Lucknow. 


Were there any Direftions given for a Selcftion ? 
A. No, none. 


Are you fure that you copied into thofe Books all the Letters you received from Lucknow 
that were fent down to Calcutta ? . 

A. I believe I have, but I cannot abfolutcly affert it as a Faft, becaufe being in loofe Leaves, 
fome may have been loll ; I cannot fay I have, or have not ; I certainly meant to include in them all 
the Letters I received from Lucknow. 


Q. WTre not fome original Letters tranfmitted to you from Lucknow ? 

A. After rny Departure from Lucknow, fome original Letters were written to me, undoubtedly; 
but no original Letters were fent from my Office at Lucknow to me at Calcutta. 

Did you look over the whole Correfpondence tranfmitted to you from Lucknow before you 
caufed the Letters to be bound up ? 

A. No, I do not believe I did ; they were not bound up by me, they were bound up by Mr. 
Johnfon, who had a Perfon employed in binding them for fcvcral Days. 

Q. Then to your own Knowledge you cannot aflert whether any Letters were, or were not, omitted 
in the binding up ? 

A. I certainly cannot; but I have no Reafon to believe, that any one Letter could poffibly be 
withheld from Defign. 


Then a Book was fhewn to the Witnefs, and he was afked ; 

Whether a Number of Pages arc not torn out at a very critical Parr of this Correfpondence, 
the Pages beginning at i. afterwards ; the Letter Book is marked D ? 

A. This is in the fame State as the others, with a Number of loofe Letters and Pages which 
were copied in Calcutta. 


Q,The 
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Q. The Queftion put to you is, whether you obfcrveln that Book, that any, and what Num^ 
ber of Pages, lublequently to the binding up, have been torn out, both at theVginning and the 
pnd? ® “ 

A, It appears to be very incomplete. 


Do the Pages of that Book appear to so in a regular Scries fo far as is left of it' 
A. They dd. 


What is the Firft Page mentioned there ? 
A. Page t. 


Can you account for thofe Leaves having been evidently torn out at the Bi*?innins and End 
of that Book ? o o 

A. It is inipofllblc for me to judge i I cannot take uiron me to fay any of them have been 
torn out. 


Ck There are Pages loofe ? 
A. Yes. 


Is there any Mark upon thofe loofe Pages, that looks as if they had been bound with the 

tell ? 

A. No, I do not believe there is. 

Q. Look at tlie Book, and fay, whether it appears to you the Book has originally been a 
larger Book ? 

A. It does appear fo. 


Then the Book was brought to tho Tabic, and infpcfled by the Iloufe. 

Then the following Qi^eftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether, when the Nabob affented to feizing the Treafures, he did not nflent to 
Alternative, in order to be relealed from being prefled on the Part of the Britifli GoverniM^^us, * 
relume the jaghcers ? 

A. I believe he did mention it a.s an Alternative. His Exprefllon was, that if it was meant to 
enable him to pay his Debt to the Company, it would be better effefted, by taking his hereditary 
Treafures from the Begums. I believe that h the Kxpreffion. 

Did you make the Propofition to the Nabob, or did the Nabob propofc it to you a$ an Ah' 
ternative ? ‘ 

A. The feizing of the IVeafurcs ? 

Q. Yes. 

A. 1 have faid he did propofe it as an Alternative. 

Did you acquaint Mr. Haflings with that? 

A. I wrote to Mr. Hallings upon the Subjed; but I wifli to refer to the Letter. 


Read, the following Letter from Nathaniel Middleton Rfljuirc to Warren Haftings 
Pfquire, from the Appendix to a Confultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 82, 
already delivered in, beginning at Page 108 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, i2tli June 1783, 

At a Council •, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident ^ 
lid ward Wheler, 1 

John Maepherfon, > Efquires. 

John Stables, J 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 2d December 1781. 

“ I had Ycfterday the Honour of informing you of the MclTage I fent to the Nabob through 
Minifter rcfpefting the Jaghcers, to which his Excellency this Morning returned me a Reply, 
P'lrporiing, thar, if the Mealurc propoled was intended to procure the Payment ol hi.s Balance due 
die Company, lie could better and more cxpeditioully effect that Objed, by taking from his 
doiher what Ihe is very able to fparc, and what he has an undoubted Right, as he conceives, to 
from her. The prelent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth oblervcs, is a great Part 
■^nded down from his Father, <ind the Funds from which lie might have been enabled to liqui' 
it, it notorious were withheld from him by the Begum on the late Nabob’s Death that, 
"according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Cuftom of the Country, he is juftly cn- 
to the whole laiate and Treafures of his Father, and could legally demand their being put 
hi} Pofleflloni but that the Sum he defires to take from his Mother (about Sixty Lacks) 
no Sort of Proportion to the immenfe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the j 
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Fathtf, nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knows how much her Treafures exceed that 
Sum. All therefore that he afks, is, not to be interrupted in recovering a Part of his hereditary 
Right, by which he will be enabled to difehatge immediately the Whole of hi^ Debt to the Com- 
pany. 

“ This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propofition 5 and, as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be Icfs clear and defined than the Nabob cliufes to conlider it, you may pollibly be of Opinion, 
that the Conduft of the Begums on the late Difturbanccs at Benares, as let forth in the Icvcral 
'leflimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the Pro- 
tedlion and Mediation of the Company *, and further, that it may not be political, or yet pcrfccby 
fafe, to truft them any longer with luch powerful Means of promoting an Oppofition to our In- 
terefts. 

For my own Part, I am fo well perfuaded of the Difaffeftion of the Begums, particularly the 
prefent Nabob’s Mother, to ouf Caufe, and of their Promptitude to unite in any Meafure to dillrels 
us, that 1 could very eafily reconcile it to my Confcicncc to aflift the Nabob, inflead of obftruding 
him, in wrtfling from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Maintenance ; — however, this 
is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence yours. The Nabob writes you him- 
lelf on this Subjeff, and you have his Letter incloiedi Neither he nor I expeit that you fliould 
give a formal Sanftion to the Meafurcs propofed ’: It will be fufficient that you but hint your Opi- 
nion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency, whether you would, or would not,.oppolc 
his Defign. Let me entreat you therefore, my dear Sir, to favour me with a Line by the Return 
of the Dauk, and if your Sentiments fliould happen to accord with my own, I doubt not but 1 
be able. to congratulate you in a very fhort Space of Time upon the Remittance gf a hand- 
Prehdency, 

' ^ ** I am, &*c. 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton.' 

^'-n Whatever may be your Refolution upon the Subjeft of this Letter, it will be expedient to 




Q h 'yon this Letter.” 


I'he Refumption of the Jagheers it is ncceflary to I'ufpenJ until I have your Senti 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Did you at this Time confidcr the Englifh Guarantee as withdrawn from tlie Begums ? 

A. At this Time it was not formally withdrawn ■, I did not underltand it to be Ibrnially witii- 
drawn at this Time. 

Explain what you mean by formally : When was it formally withdrawn ? 

A. Mr. Haftings, at that Time, had not exprefled his formal Acquiefcence to the Nabubb 
Propofal. 

Do you know when that Acquiefcence was lignilied ? 

A. Upon the Twcnty-fixth of December. 

Q. Did you confider that as a formal Withdrawing ? 

A. Yes, 1 did. 

Q. You fay you confider the Letter of Mr, Haftings, of the Twcnty-fixih of December, as a 
formal Withdrawing of it ; and you did not confider it as a formal Witlidrawing before that 
'rime ? 

A. No, as far as I could judge I'did not; Mr. Haftings’s firft Letter is dated the Twenty-fixth ot 
December ; in tliat he fays, “ 1 approve oftlic Nabob’s Refolution to deprive the Begums of liitir 
Treafurc.” 

You do not remember any former Letter, in which he exprefles the fame Approbation ? 

A. Not before this. 

Did you then confider the Guarantee as in Force, when you parted from Mr. Haftings, afttr 
figning the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. 1 did. 

Wlicther you had any Reafon to believe, that Mr. Haftings confidercd the Guarantee as 
waftc Paper, at the Time he figned the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. If I might venture an Opinion upon the Subjeft, I fliould fuppofc he did not confider it I'j 
that Light intircly, or he would not have provided an Equivalent for the Jaghlres, when they fhuiu 
be refumed. 

But had you any Means of knowing from him, or from any Communication made by hini) 
in what View he did confidcr it at the Time ? 

A. No. 


Then 
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Then the following Pafiage from Mr. Hallings’s Defence was read : 

» The two dillinft Ads, ofrefuming the Jagl'i.cs, and l?iz,ng -he Tivalure , .uv confounded ,.nd 
improperly made to originate tiom o^cand the l.ime Caulc,vit. the DdVcuo i ol die in the in. 

iurredion at Benares. At the Time that the Rclumpti .n of the Jaghiies wa. leioKed on the C'ou' 
dud of the Begums, though ftrongly fufpeded, was not fufficienth .ilccit.uncd, to lulliiv’deprivimr 
them of Jaghiics held under the 1 ledge of the Company, without an Fq ..ivalmt, and ac.or 'ui-l'J 
a full Compenlation was RipuUtcd. Their Condud, in openly and moll viukntly oivH.li'na, Iw 
armed Force, the Nabob’s Orders for the Rcfumption of the Jaghircs, though thuy wuc i-ut'to b-- 
Lofers by it •, their exciting their Agents, and other jagheerdars, to unite in toicibk Rdiil.iiuu uuf 
lallly, the fubicquent Information which was obtained, of their Zeal and Adivity in ki, pomnu 
Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing, fpreadingits Conlequences through the Nabob’s Dorn,, u, ,s, t„V tin; 
declared Furpofe of Extirpation, were the Grounds of withdrawing the Company’s Guaiant'ec 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether you confidcred the Condud of the Begums, in refilling the Rcfumption of the Jau- 
hires, as a Ground for determining to confilcatc their 1 rcaluics ? ^ 

A. No, I certainly did nor. 

For what Purpofc did you go to Fyzabad with the Nabob in January ? 

A. I went in Confcquencc of the NabobVs Requifition, and Mr. 1 Jalhn^s’s Order, to be prelcnt 
2t feizing the Treafures •, and to affilf the Nabob, if necellary, in wrching from his Mother the 
"rreafures he confidered as the IVcalurcs of his Father. 

Was it at that Time you bbfci ved a large Body of Men alTembled, as you conceived, 
in order to refill the Execution of that Order ? 

A. I imderftood there was a very large Body of Men afTemblcd in the Town, for the Pr ; 
refilling the Nabob, if he Ihoiild make any Attempt upon the Begums. 

Was it at that Time you undcrllood fo ? 

A. Yes. 

To refill any Attempts upon the Begums? 

A. Yes. 

And, particularly, to refill that Purpofe, for which you and the Nabob went to Fyzabad ? 

A. I am not clear they were informed for what Purpofc the Nabob and I went down there, till 
his Arrival there i upon his Arrival they certainly had a very large Body ol Men alTcinbled in the 
’down. 

Was it in order to punilh the Begums for that Inllancc of Refinance, that the Nabob de- 
termined to feize their Treafures ? 

A. I cannot fay it was for any immediate Purpofe of that Sort : The Nabob had, for a long 
Time, talked of taking from the Begum the Treafure which fhe kept from him, and which he 
confidered as his Right, I am very fure there is no Period, during my Kcfidcnce with him, ia 
which he would not have done it, if he had not confidered the Faith ot the Company pledged to 
the Begums, and to Hand between him and them. 

Q. That is no Anfwer to the Qticllion. You fay, the Nabob and you went down to Fyzab.id 
for ihc exprefs Purpofe of feizing the IVeafurcs: Do you mean that the Kelillancc to the Execu- 
tion of that Purpolc was the Origin of the Nabob’s Purpofe to leize the Trcalurcs ? 

A. Does the C^jcllion mean the Refiftance to the Adt itfclf ? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No, hardly. 

Did you confidcr the Nabob’s Right to the Trenfures as remaining in I'orce upon the 2d 
ot December, notwithllanding the various IVeaiics and Guarantees which you and others had 
entered into, to protect the Begums in the Poireflion ot them ? 

A, My Opinion was then, and is now, ns I have often cxprelfcd, that the Begum, by the Parc 
took in the Benares Infurrcclion, had forfeited every Claim to the Proicdtion of the Englilh 
Government. 

, Did you conceal from Mr. Mailings any Arguments which the Nabob urged in Support of 
his Claim or Right to thofc Treafures ? . , . ir l* 

A. I did not, I undcrllood the Nabob wrote very fully to Mr. Mailings lumlclf upon this 
Subjeft. 

Do you not rccollcdl to have Hated, as the folc Ground upon which the Nabob propofed to 
Proceed in refuming the Treafures, his Right, under the Laws of the Koran, to feize thofc Irea- 
lures ? 

A. I cannot fay I can recollcfl: the Fa6l : If the Letter was Ihewn me, I could. 

(a) Vide fiipra, Page 415, Par. the laft. 

8 S 


Then 
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I'hen the Letter was fhewn to the Witnefs, and he was alked, 

You fay, you never concealed from Mr. Hafting^’any Thing the Nabob communicated to 
you upon the Suhjedt : Did the Nabob ever mention their Behaviour, as one of the Grounds upon 
wliich he meant to take the I'reafures ? 

A. I never made any particular Communications upon that Subjeft to Mr. Haftings, conceiv- 
ing the Nabob’s l.ttter would be very full upon it, which he wrote to Mr. Haftings at the 
ime himfelf. I have, in my Pocket, a Letter from the Nabob upon the Subject, in the oriainal 
Perfi.in Language: It your Lordihips plcafe, I am ready to fiibmic it. I believe it was writtc^ to 
me at the Time the Nabob wrote to Mr. Haftings upon the Subjeft ; and it does contain, probably, 
the lame Sentiments. 


You have faid, you delivered in all the Letters you had from the Nabob, or any Body cll'e : 
If you Ii.ive concealed any Letter, you have not delivered all the Correfpondence ? 

A. I cannot have ftated, that I delivered all the Correrj)ondence I ever had with the Nabob 
upon that or any other Subjed. I dare fay, I have fome Thoufands of Perfian Letters, which I 
could not have thought ncccffary to deliver to the Honourable the Houfe of Commons. I have a 
large Cheft of them. 


Whether you had, or had not, any Converfation, at the Time you wrote the Letter of the 
2 d December, with the Nabob, upon the fuppofed Mifconduifl: of the Begums ? 

A. I have no Doubt I hud ; but 1 cannot recolledt all the Converfations I had with the Nabob, 
cither upon that or any other Subjedt. 


Did you not afterwards, under the Inftrudlions of Mr. Haftings, proceed to the Refump- 
tion of the Jaghires, after you had feized the Treafurcs ? 

'icaK relumed by the Nabob, after the Treafures were feized, moft certainly. 

- ^^y Share in that Refumption? 

yV / icir ing more than what has been reprefented ; after the Nabob iflued his own Purwannahs, 
^ .jf courfe enforced. 

t** * 

you mean to fwcar, that this Meafure, frorfi Beginning to End, was wholly againft the 
- Inclination, and by Compulfion ? 

n. The Nabob did make Objedions to it, as appears by the Letters that have been written, 
very ftfong Objedlions to it ; and did maintain, at the Time, that it was an Adt of Compulfion. 
I would wifti to lubmit to your Lordihips my Opinion upon that Subjedf. His Objedlions I never 
conceived to be to refuming the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother : I muft make the fame 
Obfervation with rcfpedl to that as I did to the feizing the Treafures, that I am very lure there was 
no Period, during my Kefidcnce, at which he would not have done that allb », but he would pro- 
bably have given them an Equivalent. They were a perpetual Caufe of Quarrel. He wiflied to 
have relumed them, and would have done it, unlefs we had prevented him— The Obiedlion pro- 
bably arofe from the Refumption of other Jaghires of Pcrlbns to whom he was perionally auaclicd: 
'J’liat is my Opinion. 


Q. You are quite fure that what you have now ftated is the Truth. Do you fpeak this as a 
Thing that you know and arc fure of, or how ? 

A. I fpcak it as a Matter of Opinion ; my own Belief and Opinion, 

O. Do you mean that your Belief and Opinion was at the Time, and is, that the Nabob would 
not nave refilled the Refumption of the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother, if he could 
have fpared the Jaghires of his Favourites ? 

A. I am very clear of that Opinion. 


Was you fo always ? 

A. I always was (o, ^nd am at this Moment. 

_ Q,T he Managers find themfclves under fome Degree of Difficulty upon that Anfwerj for you 
have certainly fworn direftly contrary upon your laft Examination i 

A. I recollcft what I faid upon my laft Examination : I faid the Objedion arofe upon the Re- 
fumpeion of the Begums Jaghires, no other were then mentioned; but the Nabob was afterwards 
informed the Whole would be relumed, Orderlies and all. 


Then the following Queftions and Anfwers in the Examination of the Witnefs, on 
Thurfday, May the ift, were read over by the Clerk (a). 

Whether the Nabob's Complaints were or were not confined to this Article of the Treaty 
refpeding the Refumption of the Jaghires ? 


(a) Viflc fupra, Page 6x8. 


A. They ' 
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A. They were made upon that Occafion, and I believe were confined, at far as I reodLfb to 
the Subject of refuimng the Jaghircs. • 

Q, Can you or not reconccf, whether Part of that Objedion did not exprcfslv point to the Re- 
fumption ot his Mothers Jaghircs ? r . t' ^ 

A. It is very polfiblc it might j it was the moft confidcrabic, and the fi.ft I,,p|iire that ua. 
brought under Difeuflion. •' ^ 

Then the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar was read, as follows : 

“ Art. 2. That, as great Diftrefs hasarifen to the Nabob’s Government from the Militiry Power 
and Dominion afiTumed by the Jagheerders, he be permitted to relume lui h as he may fnul ne.efljry j 
with a Referve, that all fuch, for the Amount of whole jaghcers the Company are Gu.ir.nuees* 
lhall, m calc of the Refumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net CollcOtioiisi 
through the Refidcnt, in ready Money.” {a) ' 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Qi {By the Managers). Whether the Ground of the Nabob’s Complaint was not, that Mr. Haft- 
ings endeavoured to compel him to refume fuch Jaghircs as he, Mr. Hallings, and not tlie Nabob, 
thought proper ? 

A. It was, that Mr. Haftings compelled him to make a general Refumption, inllead of making 
it particular. ^ 





Then the Managers for the Commons defircd a Paffiige might be read frop? 
Haftings^s Defence at the Bar of the Houfc of Commons. / ^ 

Read, the following Extraft from the MS. beginning at Page 237 of the , • 

“ When the Nabob fo earneftly clcfi red my Sandtion for the Refumption of th * *'**''* '^^^^ 
certainly had in View only the Begums, and a few others of Magnitude, which he 
teded either by the Guarantee, or Favour of the Company. He could not be fuppofcu-^'.^* 
Saiiftion to the Refumption of Grants in which the Company’s Faith was by no ' 

cerned ; but being aware that his Excellency intended a partial Refumption, referving the Jag- 
gires for his particular Favourites, who, from their Charaftcr and Conduit, ought to be the firll 
proferibed, I determined to defeat the Dcfign, by adviling him to make the Refumption general , 
and he engaged to follow my Advice. I'hc Confequcnce of this, his Excellency did not, at that 
Time, advert to; but when he difeovered, that by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my deter- 
mined Adherence to it, he was precluded from Ihewing any Partiality ; and moreover, that the 
Produce of the Jaghcers, when refumed, inllead of coming immediately into his PofTcnion, was 
to be appropriated to the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I exprefsiy Itipu- 
latcd, he became indifferent, and even apparently averfe to the Rciumption.” {i) 


Q. {/^ the CounfeL) Whether the Point of the Nabob^s Complaint was not to the Refumption of 
the Jaghircs of his Orderlies, and not thofe of the Begums? 

A. Not particularly; I do not recollect he expreffed any in particular; but it was my Opinion 
it related to the Jaghircs of thofe Orderlies. 

{by the Managers,) Whether in that Converfation he did, or did not, exprefsiy objeft to the Kc- 
lumption of his Mother’s Jaghircs ? 

A. I believe he objefted to the Meafure altogether. 

Can you or not recolleft whether Part of that Objeaion did not exprefsiy point to the Re- 
fumpiion of his Mother’s Jaghircs ? 

A, It is very poffible it might; that was the mod confidcrabic, and the rirfl Jaghirc that was 
brought under Difciiffion. 

Did he, or did he not ; or do you recoiled any Thing about it ? 

A. I recoiled his Objection was general; pofiibly the Objedlion was made upon the Propofal to 
refume the Begum’s Jaghircs. 

0 ;. ^ Lord,) Upon Rccollcftion, whether it was pointed to the Refumption of his Mother’s 

J’ghire.^^ . , . 

I believe I have faid, that it was propofed to refume the Mother’s Jaghirc ; that was the prin- 
cipal one, and upon that it arofe. 

The Managers for the Commons being afleed if they had any other Queftion to put 
^pon that, acquainted the Houfe they did not wilh for any further Explanation, unlefs 
the Witnefs chofe to go into an Explanation. 


(<*) Vide Appendix to the Benares Narrative, P. 4 > ^ fupra, P. I39- 
(b) Vide fupra, P. 416 , Par. 2, 


A, If 
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A. If I li.ive not exi’ raffed myfelf as I ought to have done upon that Occafion, I hope your 
Lordfliip^ v.ill no.v give me Leave, to d(^:lare what my Intention was ; I thought I had expcelfcd 
it : it was the Qiiellion of refuming the Jaghires arolc upon the Begum’s, moft certainly. I 
do not lemembcr that at that Time any others were mentioned, but the Nabob was informed the Re- 
fumpiiuiis were to bv general, and not partial. 

Was the Nabob informed that the Refumption was to be general ? 

j\. If I have not laid fo all along, I muft have loll my Senfes •, for I meant to fay, the Nabob 
wa . into'KiM il Irom the fiiil he was not to make a partial Scledion, and refume fuch as he ihouglit 
JMU} cr, but that the Kelumption was to be general, * 

(T Do you mcollc^^l the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. I cannot lay i do. 

Rc ul, tlic Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar, from the Appendix to the Benares 
Nariutive, Page 4 . 

“ .ul. J lrir as great Diflrefs has arifen to the Nabob’s Government from the military Power anj 
Dominion allumed by tlic Jagheerdars, he be permitted to relume fuch as lie may find neceffary, 
wnli a Relerve that all luch, far the Amount of whofe jaghcers the Company are Guarantet-s, 
iliall, in calc ot the Refumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Colk 6 tioii«, 
ihrougli the Refuieiit, in ready Money ( 1 ?).” 


Then the Witiiefs was alked, 

.•'’*yhcn was the Nabob firft told, that that Article of tlie Treaty was not to be perfeftly ob- 
./'ieaii...^^ 

'i'-vi - .''■'■ot know, he was ever told it was not to be perfeiftly obferved, 

Puti'' 1'“-“ told that the Expeflation formed was, that he (liould relume all the Jaghires 

, . s , '"I Information I had of that was, I believe, from Sir Elijah Impey : to the bed of my 

►Q h V/ fidl Communication I Had that the Whole of the Jaghires were to be 

relumed, that the Whole of the I'rcaty was to be enforced. 

Whether you do not confidcr fuch Communication made to the Nabob to import that the 
Second Article of the I reaty was not to be obierved ? 

A. No. 


Do you then underrtand that by the Words of the Treaty, which (lipulated that fuch Jag- 
bires were to be refuinevl as the Vizjcr thought fit, it was underftood to comprife all, whether he 
ihouglit them lit or not ^ 

A. I would r.ui.er wilh Mr. I ladings himfelf diould explain that Article of the Treaty j I can- 
not lay ; but it is a Matter of Opinion, if 1 offer any Thing upon it. 

Did you conceive, when it was propofed to the Nabob that he (hoiild refume all the Jag- 
hiies th.t Propofitiun was cunformable to this Article which fays, fuch ihall be refumed as he 
tliinks fit ^ 

A. Upon the Face of it, it appears to be irreconcileablc. 

I'hen, in what Senfe was. it you faid that the Treaty was to be rigidly executed ? 

A, 'J'hat all tlie Jaghires were to be refumed. 

(T^ That you juft now faid was irreconcileablc upon the Face of the Treaty — Did you under 
{land that, conformable to that Treaty, Mr. Haftings was at Liberty to fay what lie thought fit, in- 
Head of what the Nabob thought fit? 

A. No, I did not, certainly. 

(L Then, what did you conceive to be the Inducement to the Nabob to be more anxious to re- 
lume the Jaghires ot his Mother and Grandmother, than thole of any other Perfon ? 

A. No other Realon than becaufc he was much'more attached to thole othcf Pci Ions than he was 
to his Mother and Grandmother, it 1 may judge from his general Conduft. 

What Advantage of any Sort could the Nabob propofe to himfelf, by refuming the Jag- 
hires of his Mother and Grandmother ? 

A. One Advantage is very obvious, he would derive an Addition to his Refources ^ the other 
was, that \x would remove what had long been a Caufc of Mifunderftanding between him and his 
Mother and Grandmother. 

You fay he was to have an Addition to his Refources *, was it not ftipulated in the fame 
Article of the lame 'I'reaty, that the Begums fliould receive, through the Hands of the Rdident, 
the iict Collection of their Jaghires in ready Money j do you rccolit 6 l the Article ? 

A. I rccolledt it. 


{a) Vide Appendix to the Benares Narrcttivc, P. 4 j & fupra, P. 139. 


Was 
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Was it fo ftipulatcd ? 

*A. That was the Stipulation. ^ 

Was it intended to violate that Part of the Condition in Favour of the Begums at the Time 
of the Treaty, as well as the Stipulation in Favour of the Will of the Nabob ? 

A. 1 do not know. 


Then by what Means, if the Nabob was to furni(h from his own Revenues, the net Amount 
of the Begums Jaghircs, was he to encreafe his Refourccs by feizing the Begums Jaghircs ? 

A. The Jaghires were certainly to a much greater Amount than what thc7 had Ixen rated at to 
the Begums. 

Q. But the Qncllion is, as to the net Amount of what they received— Suppofe they were rated to 
the Begums at a different Rate than what they went for, if he was to pay the net Amount of the Col- 
kftions to the Begums, how was he to be benefited in point of Relourccs, by taking them into his 
own Hands f 

A. It was only to the Bow Begum lie was to pay the net Collection. Tlic Bow Begum only 
was the Perfon lecured by the Favour of the Company. 


How do you anfwer with refpeft to her — What Benefit was he to receive in cafe of her Jag- 
hires being feized, if he was to pay the Whole of the net Colledu^ns afterwards ? 

A. No abfolute Benefit that I know ot : But, as I |jid before, he by that Means deilroyed the 
Source of the Mifunderflanding between him and his Mother: The Jaghircs were given into the 
Management of the pAinuchs. 


CJ^ You were underftood to fay, he would be benefited in Two Rcfpcfls *, the One in rtTpc^l of 
the Refourres, the other in the Convenience of having the Adniirniiration in hjs own Handj— 
What Benefir, in rcfpcift: of Refources, was he to receive under the Contract to pay the net Ar 
of the Colledlion fhe liad received upon it be! ore i’ “ 

A. Certainly, no immediate Advantage that 1 know of. 

Then that was not One of his Inducements ? | h, 

A. It is impoffible for me to fay wiiac his Inducement was. I am certain he alway , 
fire to refume the Jaghires ; but what his Inducements were, I cannot take upon me to fa) 

0^ You faicl, the Incrcafc of the Refourccs was One of them ; Do you mean, upon Confidcration, 
to fay the fame Thing ? 

A. No ; I do not lee how he could immediately increafe his Refourccs, if he meant to pay an Equi- 
valent in Money, according to the net Collections, which 1 believe was his Intention to do. 


Whether you mean to fwear, that neither the Nabob, or his Minifhrs, had any Kciudlancc 
to interfere with the Concerns of the Bow Begum ? 

A. I do not know they had \ the Miniftcr probably would not have liked to have interfered 
openly in it. 

Then why did you write Word to Mr. Hafiings, that tl;e Reluflancc cf the Minilter, and 
even of the Nabob himfelf, to interfere in the Affair of the Begum, was the (iiound ot the Op- 
pofition that was made, and of the Difficulty there was, in leizing the Fiealuies ? 


Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 1 2th June J7H3, from Book 82, 
already delivered in. 

“ Fort William, 12th June 1783. 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hailing., Governor General, Prcfident *, 


Edward Wheler, 1 

John Macpherlun, >Frquircs. 

John Stables, J 


“ Extradl of a Letter from Mr. Midilleton to the Governor General, dated, Lucknow, ti). 

27th December J781. 

“ This Meafure— the Utility, and I may lay the abfolute Necefllty wl.ereof, will not be difputed 
by any one who has had an Opportunity of obferving the Condudt ot the Jagheerdars in general, 
and paiticularlv fomc whole Incomes enabled them to maintain Armies, not only liipcrior to thole 
ot the Aumils of the Country (who Ihould properly be a Check upon them;, but even lulhcient to 
rcfift the Force of the f:tate itlelf — has met with violent Oppolition fioin the Bhow Begum, who 
falls particularly under the laft Delcnption, and whole Power is rendered the more pernicK.us and 
dangerous j firll, from its being wholly delegated to her Servants, who have tiieir " 

Ambition and Intereft to anfwe?-, and, in the next Place, from the Reluaancc with which the Mi- 

t>iftcrs, and even the Nabob himfelf, interfere with any Concerns of the bepm. 

(Signed) Middleton, 

^ ° ne*ridpnr at the Vizier’s Court 


(«) Vide Appendix, N" XXXVIII. 

« T 


Then 
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Then the following Queftion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk (n) : 

Whether you mean to fwear, that neither the Nabob nor his Minifter had ahy Rfiludlance to 
interterc with the Concerns of the Bhow Begum ? 

A. I do not know they had ; the MinUlcr probably would not have liked to interfere openly 

in it. 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Did you at any, and what Time, obferve a Reluftance in the Nabob, or his Minifter, to inter, 
fere with the Refumption of the Jaghires of the Bhow Begum ? 

A. I have faid, the Minifter, I think, was rather averfc to interfere in the Concerns of the Begums. 

But was the Nabob himfelf ? 

A. The Nabob himfclf, conceiving the Begum was particularly protedled by the Englifli, cer- 
tainly, upon all Occafions, avoided as much as polTiblc interfering with the Begum’s Concerns. 

But, after the Treaty of Chunar, when the Nabob was made fcnfible the Proteftion of the 
Englifh was taken away, what was your Opinion as to the Reludlance of the Nabob to interfere 
with the Concerns of the Bhow Begum, in refpeft of the Refumption of the Jaghires ? 

A. I cannot fay I rccollcdt, after that, any declared Objeftion to interfering ; any Oppofition 
toit. 


Then why did you write to Mr. Haftings that there was ? How do you reconcile that Paflage 
in your Letter to Mr. Haftings, with there being no Rcluftance in the Nabob to interfere with the 
Begums ? 

♦ • . I'hat Part of my Letter will refer more properly to Time pad, than to any Thing that was to 

it was a general Obfervation upon the Relu6lance that the Nabob and his Minifters had to 

• .vc^erfering with the Concerns of the Begums, or, in Ihort, to giving them any Offence. 


''‘U obferved that Rcluftance to be the prevailing Charader of the Nabob and his Mi- 
1 refpeft to the Bhow Begum, why have you fworn, that you thought they were always 
v'/ready to refume thofe Jaghires ? 

h certainly, I conceived they would always have been ready to have done it ; and by a 

■ jvcicrencc to my Correfpondence with the Board, your Lordftiips will find it was a Faft, and that 
it was as much as the Refident could do to prevent the Nabob attacking their Jaghires. 


Then in what inftance, and in what Refpeft, is it that you deferibe cither the Nabob, or the 
Minifters, to have been rcluftant ? 

A. In intcifcring upon ordinary Occafions. 


Then the PafTage of the Letter, read fupra, P. 713, was again read to the Witnefs, 
and the following Queftion was put to him : 

In what Inftance, and for what Rcafon, is it you fuppofc them to have been rcluftant in in- 
terfering in the Concerns of the Begums, more particularly in the Refumption of the Jaghires, 
when you fay, at the fame Time, they always were difpofed and ready to enter into the Mcafureof 
the Refumption ? 

A. I mull obferve, that the PafTage docs not apply to the Refumption of the Jaghires, but to 
the Conduft of the Begums, previous to the Treaty of Chunar? 

Whether, after they had fcizccl the Treafures, the Nabob did not immediately propofc to 
reftorc the Jaghires to his Mother — her Jaghire, and no other ? 

A. I do not rccolleft : if I have faid 16 , I wifh the Letter to be read. 


Then the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Haftings, of the 25th Fe- 
bruary 1782, was read, from Book 105, already delivered in: 

“ From the Nawab Vizier. 

(Received 25th February 1782.) 

You performed, on every Occafion, towards me, whatever was becoming of Friendfhip. I» 
too, have done whatever Affedion required and you commanded ; and, in future alfo, whatever 
be your Plcafure, there lhall be no Deviation therefrom ; bccaufe, whatever you dired, is altoge- 
ther for my Benefit. The Bufinefs for which I came to Fyzabad, is become fettled by your Fa- 
vour. Particulars will become known to your Wifdom, from the Writings of Mr. Middkton. 
I am grateful for your Favours. If in thefe Matters you finccrcly approve me, communicate iti 


(a) Vide fupra. Page 713. 
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for it will be a Comfort to me. Having appointed mv own A.imn. . i r . 

Mother, I have engaged to pay her Cafh. ^Shc has cqpiplied with mv 

that after receiving an Engagement, he Ihould deliver 3?^ die J., ghee. '*• 

this Matter?— If you command, it will comfort the Lady Mother civin!^ '1^7'' 

after I have obtained my Views i or I will have it undJr my own^ASil the jageer, 

your Pleafure." ^ I am obedient to 

Then the Witnefs was alked j 

Q. Do you recoiled that Letter ? 

A. Noi I do not recoiled it. 

Qi Do you not recoiled to have received InArudions from Mr. HaAings, to oppofe the ReAi. 
tution of the Jaghires fubfequent to that Letter? ^ 

A. I recoiled to have received general InArudions from Mr. HaAings, to prevent any Settle 

. f l"., a"‘'L' Ln lh.(.L„n„; 

Ja'^Tfres I not recoiled there was any Filing exprefled reipcding the 

Q; After feizing the Treafures and the Jaghires, did you ever caufc to be paid the Equivalent 
ipulatcd to the Begum for her Jaghires ? ^ 

A. No, I did not : The Reafon was, that.jhe Sum which the Begum agreed to pay to the Na- 
bob, was never completely paid up at leaA it was not when 1 left Lucknow. 

Q. Did you not adually mortgage tholL- Jaghires, after you had feized the Trcalurc, and while 
you had a Security from the Begum’s MiniAers for the fmall remaining Balance? 

A. The Jaghires, I bclicw, were mortgaged, but the Sum that remained in Balance at j 
I left Lucknow was about Five Lacks of Kupecs. 

Upon this Subjcdl of the Nabob’s Diipofition of rciuming his Mother’s Jaghi ' 
cular I would afk, whether you ever informed Mr. Hayings it was with unconquerable K " j ^ 
the Nabob had ever given his Confent to the Mealurc ? 

A. I in general informed Mr. Haftings of the Objedions the Nabob made to thet 
of the Jaghiics. I mult beg to refer to the Letter for what 1 h ive laid. 

If you have not a perfed Recolledion of it, I would alk you upon what Ground Mr. Hall^ 
ings afterwards in his Letter to Mr. Brillow makes this AfTcrtion, and quotes it as the RefKleiu’s 
Authority, in his Letter to Major Palmer of the 6 th of May 1782. ‘ It has been a Matter of 

• equal Concern and Surprize to me^ to learn by the Letters of the Refidcnr, that the Nabob Vizier 

• was with Difficulty and an almoft unconquerable Reludance, induced to give Ins Conlent to the 
‘ Attachment of the Treafures depolited by his Father, and under the Ch.irgeof the Begum hi.s 

• Mother, and to the Refumption of her Jaghire.* Can you explain upon what Ground it is Mr. 
Haftings quotes your Letter tor that Information, fuppofing you not to have fecn it ? 

A. I conceive Mr. Haftings muft have quoted the Letter I wrote to him upon the Nabob’s Ob^ 
jedion CO the Refumption ot the Jaghires, but I do not apprehend he could have quoted any Au^ 
thority of mine, for any fuppofed Reludance in the Nabob to Icizing the Treafures, 

Docs no Paffage in your Letter to Mr. Haftings cxpiefs the Reludance of the Nabob to 
thofc Two Meafures. 

A. To the Refumption of the Jaghires certainly repeatedly, but I do not recoiled to the feizing 
of the Treafures. 



What did you mean by this Expreffion, in your Letter of the 7 th of December 17K1, ‘ Ilis 

* Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad for the Purpofe heretofore mentioned, in I'hrce or hour 
‘ Days. I wifh he may be ferious in that Intention, and you may be aftured I ffiall Ijure no Pains 

* to keep him to it.* Did you mean by that Pafi'age to lead Mr. Haftings to underftand, ih.it 
the Nabob was not extremely willing that the Trcafuie fliould be feized P 

A. It is impoffible for me to fay, what Mr, Haftings underftood by that Paftage. My Meaning 
was this, that the Nabob had no Confiftcncy cither of publick or private Condud j and I thought 
it very poffible, though it was a Meafure of his own fuggefting, that he might after all not put 
H in Execution in the Manner he declared to me. 

Did you think it neceftfary to take Pains to keep the Nabob to a Refolution to which he was 
himfclf inclined, and to which he never (hewed any Reludance ? 

A. Certainly I did not : I did not conceive the Expreffions go to that ; I only meant to allude 
the Inconfitlency and Inconftancy of the Nabob’s Comlud and Charader. 

Did you inform Sir Elijah impey « that the Nabob’.s Minifters had fupperted you nobly 
in botli thole Tranfadions, againft the Nabob’s Inclinations f’! 


The 
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The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the Queftion, as the Letter would fpeak 

for Itfclf. 

Hie Managers for the Commons waived the Queftion. 

I'hcn the Witnefs was alked. 

Whether you did not procure Khelauts, or Robes of Honour, for the Minifters, from Mr. 
llallings, upon Account of the Support they had given you ? 

A. I do recollcdl making Reprelentatlons of the Nature dated, and I believe the Confequcncc 
was, as has been Itated, that they did get Khelauts from Mr. Hartings, as far as my Rccolleftion 
goes. 

Q Whether, during thofe Tranfaftions refpefting the^jaghcers and the feizing the Treafurcs, 
you had not a Correr[)ondence with the Bow Begum ^ 

A. I had no Correl'pondenee with the Bow Begum, after the Nabob went to Fyzabad for the 
Purpolc of feizing the IVeakire ; before that, I had upon the Subject of refuming the Jaghires. 

Did you, in any of thofe Letters, or by any other Means, ever hint, in the flighted: way, 
to the Begums, that there was any Doubt or Sufpicion concerning their Behaviour to the Hnglifh 
or to the Nabob ? 

A. I do not lecollcft that I did. 

Did you not, on the contrary, afllire them, that no Injury was intended them, and that they 
would be paid a full Equivalent for the Kefumption of their Jaghire^ ^ 

A. 1 cer tainly acquainted them it was the Intention of the Nabob ro allow them the full Equivalent 
l^cfumptioii of their Jaghires. 

, . '/.vcvou ever underftand that the Nabob had ever given any Hint, or made any Communf 
yy \ J Vu'u Begums, refpedling their fuppofed Mifconduct to the Englilh or himiclf? 

Put^/ )t know that he did. 

, V ^ u 1 

Jboip. v*t the Bow Begum, upon her fird hearing of the latention to attack her Jaghires, 
^ for Protedion ? 

^ Vf/ ’jfne Correspondence between me and the Bow Begum is upon Record. I could with to 
refer to it, rather than that my Memory fhould be trufted to. 

Have you any Memory, whether the Bow Begum applied to you for Proteftion in cafe her 
Jaghire (hould be attacked? 

A. 1 believe die did : I cannot fay in what Terms i but flie certainly wrote to me upon firft 
hearing the Intention to refume her Jaghires. 

Did it not come within your Knowledge, that, to the very laft Moment of feizing the Trea- 
fures, (lie looked to the Englifh for Proteftion againft the Kefumption of her Jaghires ? 

A. It was my Opinion, that flic did expeft that the Mcafure of feizing the Treafures, would not 
be carried into Execution, but be prevented by the Englid. 

Did (he, at that Time, expeft flie dould alfo be defended in the PoflcfTion of her Jaghires ? 

A. I dould hardly think de did, becaufe 1 lent her word very pofitively by Letter, that the Nabob 
was relolved to refume the Jaghires, giving her an Equivalent for it. 

Down to the Time of her receiving that Information from you, did de look up to the Englid 
for Proieftion againlt her Jaghires being EizeJ ?' 

A. I have no Doubt (lie did, from the Tenor of her Letters to me upon the Subjetft, 

Do you know whether (lie did, or did not, ever apply to Mr. Haftings for his Prote£lion, after 
(he tailed in her Expeftations from you ? 

A. I do not know ; I do not mean to evade the Queftion, but I do not know. 

Did you not, upon the Morning or Day before the feizing the Treafures, fend a Letter to the 
Begum from Mr. Haftrngs ? 

A. I fent in a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Begum, during the Time of my being at Fyzabad 
for the Purpofc of feizing the Treafurcs ; I cannot fay cxadlly the Day. 

Have you any Copy of that Letter ? 

A. I have not, I never faw a Copy of it. 

Ck From whom did you receive it ? 

A. I either received it from Mr. Haftings himfelf, or Major Davy, his Perfian Interpreter j it 'vas 
lent to me from Mr. Haftings, cither from Benares or Chunar, to be delivered to the Begums, 


Read, 
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Jcnc 


Ra^ the fonowing Extraa of Mr Middleton’* Defence, from Book f > airculv 

delivered m, beginning at Page 8i of the fame Book. • 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Gorernor General Pre''' 

Edward Whelcrn • 

John Stables. 

Mr. Maepherfon indifpofed. 

“ where no Opportunity is loft to throw Odium upon us, fo Gvourabh- an OccaHon 

was not miffed to perfuade the Nabob, that we inftigated him to dilhonour his Family tor our I'.cnclit 
The Impreflions made by fuch Suggeftions conftantly retarded the Progrels, and more than once 
aftually broke off the Buflnels, which rendered the utmoft Caution on my Part ncceH'ary cl'pci i illy 
as I had no Affiftance to expeft from the Minifters, who could not openly move in the Bufmcls ” ^ 


Then the following Qneftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

The Bufinefs here referred to is the feizing the Treafures : What do you mean by » Imprcf- 
fions made by fuch Suggeftions conftantly retarded the Progrels, and more than once aeiually broke 
off the Bufinels Do you remember that Paffage in your Defence ? 

A. I do, and it alludes to the Suggeftions of the People about the Nabob, who were not well 
difpofed to us ; I mean, not well difpofed to the Englilh, and who endeavoured to make thclc Im- 
preffions upon his Mind. 

Q. By what Means had it that Operation : how did it aftually more than once break off ‘'vy,. 
Bufinefs? , 

A. The Nabob would not go on with it. • ' -v . 

Qi Then, owing to thofe falfe and improper Suggeftions, the Nabob did exprefs .■> ! 
upon that Subjeft ? 

A. Not to me, but I underftood from the Minifters, thofe were the Suggeftions ol p 
about him, and it was very difficult for him to manage the Burmefs. 

Do you remember, whether the Bufinefs was or not broke off more than once ? 

A. I underftood, from the Minifter, that the Nabob did make ObjeCliuns more than once to 
carrying on the Bufinefs. 

Is that what you meant, by breaking off the Bufinefs ? 

A. Yes. 

Then do you or not now, upon hearing this, know there was a confiderable Degree of 
KeluAance upon the Part of the Nabob ? 

A. I underftood fo from the Minifters. 



Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


8 U 
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Die Jovis, Maij 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord C Irancdlor in- 
formed the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, That not being immediately prepared to 
purfue their Examination of Mr. Middleton, which had been left unfinilhed the pie- 
ceding Day, they requefted Permiffionof the Houfe to introduce fome further written 
Evidence, till fuch Time as they were ready to proceed with the Oral Tcllimoiv’ J 


The fame was agreed to. 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they wo * 
Prefent, proceed to prove the Negative of Mr. Haftings’s Eirfl: Charge ' 
Begums, in which he accufed them of exciting the Jaghcerdars of the Naboi: 
ance. 



For this Purpofe they would firft read. Part of a Letter from Sir Elijah impey to Mr. 
Middleton, dated the ift December 1781, which was One of thofe bir Elij.ih Imp y, 
in his Evidence [a) at the Bar of the Houfe, had ftated himfelf to h.wc wiiiivn 
imder the Di regions of Mr. Haftings, and to have delivered in at the B ir of tlie I fair,* 
of Commons: That there were fome Blanks and Initials in tliele Letters, which had 
been filled up by Sir Elijah Impey there; and fome of them were in his Hand-wnting, 
but without Signatures; and if the Counfel for the Defendant had any Doiilris upon 
the Subjeft of their being read, they would call Sir Elijah Impey himlelf to authenticate 
them, in the ufual Courfe. 

The Counfel for the Defendant faid, they were apprized of the Letters which weic 
entered on the Minutes of the Evidence in the Houfe of Commons, and would waive 
any Objection to their being read. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they particularly relied on a Part of the 
Letter about to be produced, which was a Copy delivered in by Sir hlijay inijicy as 
above mentioned, and fliould not trouble the Houfe with the lelf. 

The Counfel defired the whole Letter might be read. 


The fame was delivered in. 

Read, a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Middleton, dated Chunargur, ift De- 
cember 1781. 

f “ Dear Middleton, Chunaigur, ifl J)(.enil>cr 

“ Not knowing whether I am Time enough for the Dawke, you mull cxcuk- my not acknow- 
Icdoing, as I ought, the Obligations I am under to you and Mrs. Middleton, .or tiic kinci Auction 
I rccewed at Liuknow, and permit [me] to proceed immediately to Bulinels, wlucli Ih.ill do by 

running over the Memorandum which you deli^vcred to me. 

“ With regard * Fayziillah Cawn, the Events which h.ive happened fincc youi laft In- 

ftruftions from* the Governor, have not altered the 

attacked Mr Haitings approves the Subhdy for a regular military hlLbliniment, to th.it i k 
Forces raifed be not k^t in Fayzullah’s Country, but ftationed at Cawnpore, lll.habad, or any 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 623. 
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other Place not higher, [which] the Governor fliall appoii« ; to be neverthelefs ready on Demand 

for the Protedion of FayziUlah’s Country. . , . , , . u - u- r ir . 

“ What we talked of concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have himfelf ad- 

vifed ; he wilhes it to be done immediately : I need not mention the Neceffity ot taking care that 

the Money be applied to the Company’s Ule.] , r t,- i tj i ^ 

« (I did all I could in the Bufinels of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and of Ilmael Beg ; 1 ftated 

“ thf Debt due to the V^izier from Muzzafur Jung, and the certain Lofs ol it, ifthe lower of re- 
“ coverin^^ it was taken out of the Vizier’s Hands. I found he was extremely difpleafed that 
“ Ahnaub^was fent there, and is immoveable in bis Refolutiorr that he Ih^l be recalled inftanily. 
» The Vaukeel had taken his Leave of Mr. Hadings. All that I could effca, was the Governor’s 
» Promil'e to fend for the Vaukeel and tell him, that all that is due to the Vizier mult be punc- 
“ tually paid. Mr. Haftings lays, he will lend a Perfon to burruckabad, who lhall fee the Balance 
“ paid. I folicited this the more llrenuoully, becaufe I had formerly, at the Dcfire ot Bathurlt, 
“ introduced the V^aukecl of the Nabob to the (Jovernor. , • » • 

“ 1 am convinced, that delaying the givirrg the Governor Satisfaction in this 1 oint, will only 
“ irritate him. He confiders the appointing a SulTiuwull a Breach ot his Orders. 

“ Ifrhael Beg, he has been told, rtnd is inclined to believe, was arrelted to prevent him getting 
Accefs to the Governor ; he conliders his own perfonal Dignity and Influence mterefted, and 
“ peremptorily requires, cither that he be rcleafed immediately, or a fair Account be taken ; he will, 
» if it cannot otherwife be done, lend a Perfon to take the Account : This operates in his Mind to 
« the Prejudice of the Miniiters, as much as if the Pa£l was adually true. I know how difagrcc- 
« able an Interference of this Nature mult be to you and the Minifters, and therefore mirch wilh 
“ you will contrive to make that your own Ad, which will oil.erwile moft certainly become tire 
*"17 K? of the Governor. In both thefe Points, he is and will remain peremptory. He has wrote 
.rieaiu.)';. Board, and fays, he will not undo what he has done. 

• “-v:' the Governor in the fame Temper with regard to you and Johnfon, which he was m 
^ . icu' him • he really wilhes you to remain in Office at preicnr, and lor another Year, 
.-of. - ■ • ■ '• 


il^now • otherwife he moft certainly will. He fays he will fee the Five Days expired before 
‘‘ he takes his Refolution. You will remember that I as well as yourlelf am pledged ror the Per- 
“ formance of the Agreement; perform it for my Sake, for your Sake, and the Governors; he 
« will then foon return to Calcutta, where he [is much wanted.]”) {a) § 


Read, from Book 82, already delivered in, a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the 
Governor General, dated Lucknow, the 2d December 1781, in a Conl’ultation of the 
12th June 1783, beginning at Page 108 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the tzth June 1783. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt ; 

Edward Whcler, 

John Maepherfon, 

John Stables, 

“ Letter from Mr. Middleton to Warren Haftings Efqulrc. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings; 

“ My Dear Sir, Lqcknow, the 2d December 

« I had Yefterday’the Honour of informing you of the Meflagc I lent to the Nabob thro’ the 
Miniftcr, relpcdling the jaghcers, to which his Excellency this Morning returned aie a Reply, ptit 
porting that if the Mcafure propofed was intended to procure the Payment of his Balanw due to 
the Company, he could better and more expcditioully cffeift that Objeift, by taking from ms 
Mother what Ihc is very able to fpare, and whal hc has an undoubted Right, as he conceive^ to 
exaft fiom her. The prefent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth obferves, is a great Part 
handed down from his Father, and the Funds from which he might have been enabled 
date it, it is notorious were withheld from him by the Begum on the late Nabob s Death : a , 

according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Cuftom of the Country, he is ju y 
titled to the whole Eftate and Treafures of his Father, and could legally demand their being put m 
his PolFnion ; but that the Sum hedefires to take from bis Mother (about 60 Lacks) bcaisi 
Sort of Proportion to the immenfe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the Death ot his ’ 

nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knows how much her Treafures exceed t 
All therefore that lie alks is, not to be interrupted in recovering a Part of his hereditary Kip » 
by which he will be enabled to difeharge immediately the Whole of his Debt to the Company. 


I Efquircs.' 


(a) N, B. No Signature. 
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« This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propofltion, and »s to the Point of Riglit. -dimttinit it to 
be lefs clear and defined than the Nabob chufes to confidcr it, you may poiiibly be ofOrmnon 
that the Condiift of the Begums on the late Dillurbances at Benares, as fee toith m tlie Icveia’l 
Teftimonies laid before^ you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the I’ro- 
teflion and Mediation of the Company ; and further, that it may not be politaal, or yet pcrferdly 
fafe, to troll them any longer with fuch powerful Means of promoting an Uppolition to rnir lu- 
tcrells. 

“ For my own Part, I am fo well perfuaded of the Difaffedtion of the Begums, particularly 
the prefeiu Nabob’s Mother, to our Caufe, and of their Promptitude to unite m any iMcalure to 
dillrefsus, that I could very cafily reconcile it to my Confcicnce to aflill the Nabob, inllead of 
obftrufting him, in wrclting from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Maintenance. 
However, this is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence yours. I’lic Na- 
bob writes you himfelf on this Subjccl, and you have his Letter inclofed. Neither he nor I ex- 
pedt that you Ihould give a formal Sandtion to the Meafure propofed ; it will be fufficient that you 
but hint your Opinion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency whether you would or 
would not oppole his Defign. Let me entreat you therefore, my dear .Sir, to favour me with a 
Line, by the Return of the Dauk, and if your Sentiments Ihould happen to accord with my own, 
I doubt not but I Ihould be able to congratulate you in a very fliort Space of Time, upon the 
Remittance of a handfome Sum to the Prefidency. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton, 


P, S. Whatever may be your Refoliuion upon the Subjedl of this Letter, it will be expedif'*-;^, 
keep it fecrct. The Kefumptionof the jaghcers it is necefl'ary to fufpend, until I have v 
timents on this Letter.” (d) 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would * 

Extract from another of the Letters delivered in by Sir Elijah Impey at the T 
Houfe of Commons, dated 5th December 1781, which appeared to be Mr 
ton's Anfwer to Sir Elijah Impey s Letter of the ift,of that Month. 

The fame was delivered in. 

Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, 
dated Lucknow, the 5th December 1781, and figned Nathaniel Middleton. 

Lucknow, the 5 th December 

The Meafure refpeding the Begums, and the Refumption of the Jaghcers, will be inllantly 
adopted. The latter has only been lufpended for the Govcr^or^s Sentiments on the former, as the 
Jaghcers of the Begums and their Dependents are the moft confiderabic ; and to have attacked 
them, without being prepared at the fame Time to enter immediately on the Lxecution of the 
grand Dcfign, would have been doing Things by Halves, and poflibly have defeatctl our Expec- 
tations. Do not, my dear Sir Elijah, fufler this Delay to be urged, or confideied as an Irnpura- 
tion of Blame upon me. I entered on the Bufinefs the very Day after you left me, and went lo 
far as to look upon the Matter as finally agreed upon, the aduul Execution only lufpenticd until 
1 could receive either your’s or the Governor’s Sentiments upon the fuither Propofal, winch is cer- 
tainly of far greater Confequence than the Refumption of the Jaghcers, as it will do at one 
Stroke, if we are not all grofsly miflakcn, what the Jaghcers will be at j 
adoing. To-morrow Morning I am to be informed of his Excellency s intended Mode of At- 
tack, and (hall not fail to acquaint the Governor. In the mean d ime, you may be airural, iliac 
whatever may be acquired by the Meafure, (hall be faithfully and wholly applied to the .iquica- 
tion of the Company’s Debt. 

“Sir Elij.h Impry. (A. .he End) ^ ,, 


To prove that, fo late as the 27th December 1781, Mr. Mulclleton treated the Be- 
gum’s Refiftance of the Refumption of the Jaghcers as a Thing only intended, 01 
beginning to be executed, 

Read, from Book 82. already delivered in, the following ExUaa of a Letter from 
Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, in a Confultatioii ot the 12th June 


(«) Vide Appendix, N‘'XXXVU1. 


{#) Vide Appendix, N* LXllI. 
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• Fort William^ I2th June 1782.' 

‘‘ At a Council ; Prcfent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Edward Whekr, 1 
John Maepherfon, pEfquircs. 

John Stables, 3 


“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. See. 


“ Lucknow, the 27th December 17R1. 

Notwithftanding all thefe Fads, upon the general Relumption of the Jagheers, 1 made the 
Rents of her Lands payable to me, under an Engagement of making the Amount good to her, 
by fuch Inftalmcnts as (he might direft; in return for which, I have received Letters from her, 
containing the moft grofs Abufc, and the wildcft I'hreats that can be tranferibed — Copies of which 
1 have the Honour to enclofe. 

Her chief Agent, Bahar Ally Cawn, has marched a confiderable Force into Nabob Gunge, 
one of her Jagheers, declaring, that if any Attempt is made to relume it, he will lay the whole 
Country of Goonda wafte. Thefe declared and repeated Adis of Rebellion, arc furely more than 
lufiicient to forfeit all Claim v/harever to the intcifercnce, in her Behalf, from our Government; 
and if fome Stop is not immediately put to it, it appears but too certain, that fhe will light a 
Flame throughout thefe Provinces, which, if not difficult to extinguilh, will at leaft put a heavy 
Bar to the Company’s Collcftions here. 

(Signed at the End) 

vTv, « Nath. Middleton, 

Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” (<2) 
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Commons rtated, they would next read another Letter, with 
as the laft, from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, dated January ift 




fame, from Book A, above delivered in, beginning at Page 84 of the fame 


Book. 


“ 1 0 Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier, 

« Sir, 

‘‘ I have juft now the Honour of your Letter of the 30th ultimo; and you may reft afliired, 
that I will pay the ftrifteft Attention thereto. 

“ I am now at Bufty, upwards of Twenty Courfe from Fyzabad: However, you may depend 
upon my marching it in Two Days ; and be certain that I will be within Two Courfe of Fyzabad 
the 3d in the Morning, 

“ The Aumil is confoundedly diftrefled at my leaving him fo fuddenly, but as Currimpiirdafs, 
nominated by him for adjiifting Nabob Gunge, &<:, is with me, he trufts I lhall not be many 
Days away. Accompanying is a Letter from him in Anfwer to yours. ' 

I have the Honour to be, 

‘‘ Camp, near Bufty, Sir, 

January ill 1782. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) F. Naylor,” 


Read, alfo, from the fame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, dated January 3, 1782, beginning at Page 85 of the lame. 


To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Sir, 

I arrived here this Morning, about Two Courfe and Half Diftance from Fyzabad, 

‘‘ Laulmon Sukal lent along with me a Fouzdar, to take C harge of this Country ; and, when 
I left him Yefterday Morning, recommended to me not to march immediately to Nabob Gunge, 
but to encamp about this Diftance, and write to the Perfon late in Behalt ot the Begum, to 
rclinquifli the Poircflion ; and, if he did not, to march and Icize it by Force. If my Summons 
is attended to, I fhall remain on my prefent Ground. ^ To the contrary, I fliall march 
morrow Morning, at Gun-fire, to Nabob Gunge, which is near Three Courfe ; fix the touzdar, 
and afterwards encamp about Halfway between f and Fyzabad. So that you may be very cer- 
tain where I am. 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, * 

‘‘ Camp, Shaw Gunge, Jan. 3, 1782. (Signed) F, Naylor. 


{a) Vide Appendix, N*" XXXVIII, 


The 



( in ) 

The Managers for the Commons rcqucfted tfte Houfc to obfcrve That Nabob 
Gunge was a Jagheer of the Begums ; and Bated, tliey would next read another 
Letter frbm Mn)or Naylor to Mr. Middleton, u|)on the fame Suhiea, which went 
aUb to prove the SupprelTion of a Letter; as Major Naylor there fays,’ “ he repeats 
that every Thing is perfedly quiet which mult refer to fome othe’r Letter, that 
does not appear. 

Read, from the fame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton 
dated January 5th, 1782, beginning at Page 86 ot the fame. 


‘‘To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refidcnt at the Court of the Vizier. 

“ Sir, 

I was favoured with yours of the 3d. this Morning, and have the Plcafure to repeat to you 
every I'hing * perfcflly quiet in this Purgunah of Nabob Gunge. « Oilg 

“ 1 have endeavoured, under a Pretence of fending fomc empty Hackeries anofs to meet others 
loaded from Chunar with Stores for my Regiment, to get fomc Boats on this Side, and am in Ex- 
pedtation of fuccceding. However, fhould you find f ncceffary for my Regiment to crofs (and I 
Ihoukl not have fucceeded) you mult endeavour, on your Arrival, to lend the Boats acrols. 1 be- 
lieve the Begum had fomc Thoughts of my going to Fyzabad, for as loon n.s I arrived in the 
Jaggicr, (he ordered every Boat, large and fmali, to be ferured on the f^yzabad SidcJ the Gogra, ; SicmOrig, 
and the Fir ft Night I could not get a Boat to crofs the Daukc 

“ I have wrote a Letter, which is waiting for your Arrival at Fyzabad, another I fent to meet vny 
on the Road. i 


“ I have the Honour to be, 


Camp between 

Nabob Gunge and Fyzaba 1 Gaur, 

One Courfe and Haft Dillance. 

January 5th 1782. 

Read, from Book 105, already delivered m, 
the Governor General, received 25th February 


Sir, 


Your moft obedi * 

humble I ^ V 
(Signed) iV 







the following Letter from the Nabob to 


r;o2. 


“ From the Nawab Vizier. Received 231I1 February 1782. 

“ You performed, on every Occafion towards me, whettver was becoming of Fricndfliip ; I too 
have done whatever Affection requited, and you comm.inded, and in future alfo, whatever be your 
Plcafure, there (hall be no Deviation therefrom, bec.iuic whatever you direft is altogether for my 
Benefit. The Bufincfs, for which I came to Fyzabad, is become (ettlcd by your Favour, Particulars 
will become known to your Wifdom from the Writings of Mr. Middleton. 1 am gratclul for 
your Favours. If in thefe Matters you fincercly approve me, communicate it, for it will be 
a Comfort to me. Having appointed my own Aumils to the Jagheers of the Lady Mother, I have 
engaged to pay her Cafh : She has comj)lied with my Views ^ her Plealuic is, that after receiving an 
Fngagemenc, he fhould deliver up the Jagheers. What is your Plealure on thi'> Matter.^ If you 
command, it will comfoit the Lady Mother, giving her back the Jaghcer, after I liavc obtained my 
Views i or I will have it under my own Aumils. I am obedient to your Plealure.’' 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, Extraft of a Letter from the Governoi 
General, to the Governor General and Council, dated, on the Ganges, near Sunegc* 
gunah, 23d January 17825 in a Confultatioii of the 5th February 1782. 

“ Fort William, f>th February lySz, 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, lifquire, Governor General (who being returned to the 
Prcfidency, takes his Seat at the Board), 


Edward Whder, 


luires. 


John Maepherfon, _ 

Sir Eyre Cootc on Service in the Carnatic. 

The following Letter from the Governor General, received on the 2d infbnt, is now recorded: 

“ I on the 7th of this Month-, the How Progrefs which I have made tlius far, has 

been occafioned as much by purpofed Delays, as by natural Impediments I am now decided in 
niy Journey, and compute to be at the Prclidency very early in the next Month. n /-.i • 

“ Since the SupprelTion of the late Revolt of the Zcnicendary of Benyis, three diftindt Objedts 
have engaged my Attention and Refidcnce in that Quarter, not lo much for the Purpoie ot ' 

9 * 
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ing any determinate Mcafurcs reejuiring Prefence, as for that of being at Hand, and ready for 
any immediate Occafion which might eventually demand my pcrfonal Interpofition. Thefc Objefts 
arc as follow : 

ift. The Negotiation with Madajee Scindia. You arc already acquainted with my firft In- 
ftruftions to Mr. Anderfon, and with the fubfequent Orders which I thought it proper to fend to 
Jum, on the Advice of Mhadagee Scindia’s having exprefled a Difinclination to admit Mr. Ander- 
foil’s Deputation, until he fliould be authorized by Anfwers to the Letters which he had written to 
Poonah for that Piirpofe •, and of his having received Cheit Sing into his Protection, with fomc 
apparent Marks of Encouragement, A few Days after, I received Letters from both Colonel Muir 
and Mr. Anderfon, advifing me, that Mhadagee Scindia had prefTingly invited Mr, Anderfon to 
proceed to him, and that he had rejefted the Solicitations of Cheit Sing : On this Occafion, I wrote 
to Mr. Anderfon to profecutc his Journey, and to pay no regard to my former Letter, requiring 
only the Removal of Cheit Sing from the Prefence or Mhadagee Scindia, while Mr. Anderfon was 
with him. In the mean Time, that Gentleman, having conformed to the Sublfancc of my firft 
Orders, had obtained from Mhadagee Scindia a formal Aflurance, that be would neither accept 
the Solicitation of Cheit Sing, nor affift him in any way whatever, and that he would even prohibit 
him and his Attendants from his Durbar and Cutchirry. Mr. Anderfon, fuisfled with this Concef- 
fion, had refolved to proceed to his Camp immediately ; his lafl; Letter upon the Subjedtvvas pri- 
vate, and dated the 3d Inftant, from Bandere, which was about fixtcen Cofs from Scindia’s Camp. 
It contains Expreflions of much Satisfaftion, and fo firm a Conviction of the Sincerity of that 
Chief, that he was preparing to fend the Notification, direfted in my InftruClions of the 12th 
Ultimo, to Colonel Muir, for the Removal of the Troops to the Stations allotted them by the late 



//• 
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Difpofition m Him to become the Inltriimcnt of terminating 
fubfifting between his Principals and our Government •, his Intereft is fo evidently con- 
^t, and I havefo well-grounded a Confidence in the Ability of Mr. Anderfon, tocon- 
'^^iver may be required on his Parc to forward tliis Iffue of the Negociation, that I doubt 
v/interference might not rather impede than promote it, by the Lofs of Time which it 
, l-ifarily occafion in tranfmitting the ultimate Propofals to Poonce. 

' ' The Zemeendary of Benaris has hitherto engaged my principal Attention. I had juft 

Grounds to apprehend, that the flighteft Cauies might occafion frcfli Diilurbanccs in that Country 
from the Novelty and Wcaknefs of the new Adminiftration, and could not therefore venture to 
leave it until I had feen that Adminiftration firmly cftablilhed, and until 1 had formed fomc Expe- 
rience of the Ability of the Naib for conducing it. I have the Satisfadion to inform you, that his 
Authority is every where completely cftablilhed, and that I have every Reaion to hope for the full 
Performance of his Engagements, The Difpofition which I have made of the Forces allotted for 
the Peace of this Zemeedary is fulFicient to anfwer, with Certainty, every Purpofc of internal 
Defence, and, at the fame Time, to prove a Check on the Zemendars of the Dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier which border upon it, this being the moll likely Scene of new Difturbances, from 
the natural I'urbulcncy of the Nabob’s Subjects, and their Collufion with their Neighbours in this 
Zemeendary, Copies of thefe Orders, with the other military Orders, which I have thought 
proper to iffue for the Diftribution of the Troops of that Station, will be forwarded to you as foon 
as they can be tranferibed, after the Difpatch of this Letter. 

“ On the Ganges, near Sunegegunar, 

23d January 1782. 


(At the End) 


Warren Ilaftings.** 


Read, from Book 82, already delivered in, the following Extraftof a Letter from 
Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, dated the 6th December 1781, beginning 
at Page 1 2 1 of the fame Book, 


‘‘ Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
‘‘ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident; 

Edward Wheeler*, "j 

John Maepherfon, K Efquires. 

John Stables, J 


Extrail of a l.etter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings. 

Dated 6tli December 1781. 

Your Pleaiure, refpefting the Begums, I have learnt from Sir Elijah ; and the Meafure here- 
tofore propoled will foon follow the Refumption of the jagheers, from both, or, indeed, from ihc 
former alone, I have no Doubt of the complete Liquidation of the Company’s Balance. 

‘‘ I am, &c. 

“ Nath. Middleton {a)'* 


Then 


(a) Vide Appendix, XXXVllI. 
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Then the ManaKrs for the Commons defired Mr. Middleton mieht be called in for 
the Purpofe of finilhing his Examination of Yeftefday. ^ 

Accordingly, NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efquire was called i„ and the Exi- 
mination proceeded in, as follows : ’ 


Whether you did not confidcr the Englilh as the principal Movers in the Bufintls of feizinu' 
the Trealures ? " 

A. No, I did not, I had reafon to believe that the Country in general did tliink we were il.e 
principal Movers in it. 

But you yourfelf did not ? 

A. I did not. 


Then the following Paflage was read, from Book 8 1 already delivered in Extract 
of Mr. Middleton’s Defence, in a Confultation of the 28th July 1783, beginning at 
Page 79 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, 28th July lySr. 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, PrcliJcnt. 

Kdwarcl Wheler ,7 r-r • 

John Stables, i 
Mr. Maepherfon, indifpofed. 


S t rrt Or 
Monday . 


** The Nabob was Son to the Begum we were to proceed againft. A Son aqainfl a 
muft at lead favc Appearances in this Mode of proceeding, '1 he Produce ot ins K a* 
was to be received by the Company. , 

‘‘ Receiving a Benefit; accompanying the Nabob; withdrawing their Proteftio ' 
cumftances fufficient to mark the Englifli as the principal Movers in this Bi 
Court where no Opportunity is loll to throw Odium upon us, fo favourable an f 
not mifled to perfuade the Nabob, that wc inftigated him to diflionour his Family, for , 

The Imprefljons made. by fuch Suggeftions, conftantly retarded the Progrefs, and more than UnCe 
aftually broke off the Bufinefs, which rendered the utmolf Caution on my Part neceflary, dpcci- 
ally as I had no Afllftance to cxpeA from the Minifters, who could not openly move in the Bu- 
finels. In the Eaft it is well known, that no Man, cither by himfclf or his Troops, can enter the 
Walls of a Zenana, fcarcely in the Cafe of ading againft an open Enemy, much lels of an Ally ; an 
Ally afting againft his own Mother. The outwaid Walls, and the Begums Agents, were all that 
were liable to immediate Attack. They vy^rc dealt with, and fucccisfully, as the Event proved ; 
I therefore confidently truft, if it fliall appear to the Honourable Board, as it does to me, that the 
Spirit and main Objed of my Orders were Ibidtly adhered to and fulfilled, that they will not longer 
hold me criminal for a Deviatfon from thcprecile Letter of them {a)** 



Then the following Qi^eftion was put to the Witnefs : 

n Xo what Part of the Charge brought againft you by Mr. Ilaftings is this PafTige a Reply ^ 
aT To the belt of my Recoiledion, it was to that of the Delay in executing his Orders refpedting 
the Bufinefs of Fyzabad ; to the beft of my Recollcdlion ; but I would wifli, lor Accuracy, to refer 
to the Charge itfclf. 

Then the Book was flicwn to the Witnefs, who faid, 


A. It is the Anfwer to the 5th Article of the Charge. 

Q. What did you mean by this Pan'agc, “ rfceiving a Benefit, accompanying the Nabob, witli- 
drawng their Protection, were Circimiftances fufficient to mark the Engliffi ab the principal Movtis 

in this Bufineis ?** , , 1 1 m. l • ■ 1 

A. I conceived it was fufficient in the Eyes of the Publick to mark the Englifh as the principal 
Movers in the Bufinefs : That they would conceive an Opinion, fiom thofc Circumltances, tliat the 
Lnglilh were the principal Movers in this Bufineis. 

Qj_ Do you not admit, thefe Circumltances did, in Fa6l, (hew that the Englilh were the prin- 

cipal Movers in this Bufineis ? . , l 

A. My Opinion is, that the Engliffi were not the principal ® ’ 

I admit, that thefe Circumffanccs were fufficient to mark them out fo to the 1 ublick. 

Q. Whether Mr. Haftings was fatisfied with this Anfwer to the Fifth Article ^ the Charge i 
or Aether he declared his Orders were peremptory, and ought to have been obeyed . 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" XLJII. 
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The Counfet for the Defendant objefted to the Queftion, the Declaration being in 
Writing. ^ ^ 

Then the Witnefs was aflced, 

Q. Do you know of any other Declaration Mr, Haftings has made upon that Subjeft, but 
what is contained in Writing ? 

A. No. 


Then the following Extraft was read from Book 82, already delivered in, from 
Confultation of the i2rh June 1783, beginning at Page 246 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 12th June 1783. 

‘‘ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Mailings, Governor General, Prefidcnt; 

Edward Whcler, 1 

John Maepherfon, > Efquires. 

John Stables, j 


Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings. 


Sir, 


** To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 


“ I have had, this Day, the Honour to receive your Commands of the 25th ultimo; and am 
extremely concerned that the Mode of conducing the Fayzabad Bufinefs, as fet forth in my Ad- 
drels of the i8th January, did not meet your entire Approbation. Permit me to aflure you, Sir, 
v».ith the grcateft ReluAance I ever venture to deviate from the exprefs Letter of your Inftruc- 
*4 1.1 cannot accufc myfelf of having done it on any Occafion, where it did not appear to 

• '1 nc that the Object and Spirit of them rendered it advifcablc, and that the apparent 

inftance, it was more in Appearance and Exprcflion than in Faft, that any 
I horn your Order of the 26th December ; for althouch I was conftrained, from 

L ‘t^gard to the Accomplifliment of what I confidered the firft Objeft of this Undertaking, 
to aClmit of a temporary Forbearance, for the Rcafons afligncd in my Addrefs of the i8th ultimo, 


the Begums were at that I 1 me to be confidered as entirely at the Mercy of the Nabob ; their Jag- 
heers were in the PoffcfTion of the Aumils, their Troops difperfed, and the Kclla of Fayzabad, 
which included alio the Bhow Begum’s own Habitation, under the Guard of his Excellency’s and 
our I'toops, 

It remained only to get Pofieflion of her Wealth ; and tocfTcft this, it was then, and is ftill, 
my firm and unalterable Opinion, that it was indifpcnfibly neceflary to employ temporizing Expe- 
dients, and to work upon the Hopes and Fears of the Begum hcrfclf, and more efpccially upon 
ihofc of her principal Agents, through whofc Means alone there appeared any probable Chance of 
our getting Accels to the hidden Treafure of the late Vizier ; and when I acquaint you, that by 
far the grcatclt Parc of the Treafure which has been delivered to the Nabob, was taken from the 
moft Iccrct Kecefles in the Houfes of the Two Eunuchs, whence, of courfe, it could not have 
been extracted, without the Adoption of thole Means which could induce the Difeovery, 1 (hall 
hope lor your Approbation of what I did. I mull alfo obierve, that no further Rigour than that 
which I exerted could have been ufed againft Females in this Country, to whom there can be no 
Accefs. 1 he Nabob and Salar Jung were the only Two who could enter the Zenanah : The firft 
was a Son who was to addrefs a Parent, and, of courfe, could ufe no Language or Aftion but that 
of earnell and reiterated Solicitation; and the other was, in all Appearance, a Traitor to our 
Caufe. W here Force could be employed, it was not fpared. The Troops of the Begum were 
driven away and difperfed; their Guns taken; her Fort, and the outward Walls of her Houfe, 
feizxd and occupied by our Troops, at the Nabob’s Ucquifition; and her chief Agents imprifoned 
and put in Irons : No further Step was left ; and in this Situation they ftill remain, and are to 
continue (excepting only a RcmilTion of the Irons), until the final Liquidation of the Payment; 
and, if then you deem it proper, no polTiblc Means of Ofitnee being left in her Hands or thofc ot 
her Agents, all her l.ands and Property having been taken, I mean, with your Sanftion, to rc- 
ftore her Houfe and Servants to her ; and hope to be favoured with your early Reply, as I cxpe<ft 
that a few Days will complete the final Surrender of all that is further expefted from the Bc- 
gum. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 


“ Nathaniel Middleton, 

Lucknow, the 5th February 1782. Rcfident at the Court of the Vizier.’! 


Then the following Queftlon was put to the Witnefs : 

What Anfwer did you receive to this Letter ? 

A. 1 do not recollect there was any particular Anfwer given to it. 
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Q. Do you confider thefe Paffagcs in that Letter-, — « no further Rlnnnr »v,. i • u ? 

.. med could have been againft Females in this Countr^ ,»~.nd the following f whm 

.. Force could be employed it was not fpared :‘*-Do you confider thefe P.ffages as fulfillL thUlT 
rcaion of Mr. Haftings, « you yourfclf ought to be pcrionally prefent •, you mull not allow any 
.. Negociation or Forbearance, but muft proiccute both Services, until the Beaums are at the J 
« tire Mercy of the Nabob ® 

A. I did confider them as an Execution of thole Orders. 


Do you think you could have obtained PoflVflion of the Wealth of the Be-tums bv anv 
milder Means than thole, which you did in fadl purfue ? o } / 

A. It was in my Opinion the furer Means of obtaining them. 

But could you have obtained them by milder Means, according to your Apprehenfion of 
Things ? 

A, I fliould apprehend not. 


Did you do Aft or Deed relative to this Bufinefs, which you did not conceive yourfclf 
direded to do by the Letter or Spirit of Mr. Haftings’s Inftruftions? 

A. I certainly afted in a Manner that I conceived to be conformable to the izcneral Tendenev 
of Mr. Haftingb’s Inftruftions. ^ ^ 


Q. Was you not afterwards accufed by Mr. Haftings of having fallen ftiort in Point of Kit^our, 
in the Execution of thefe Orders. ^ 

A. I beg to refer to Mr. Haftings*s Charge againft me for the particular Words of ir. 


^ Arc you confident that this is an exaft Statement, that no further Rigour than thar, 
whi^ I exerted could have been ufed againft Females in this Country j*— that you did ufe the 
moft Rigour that could be ufed ? Do you think fo now ? 

A. It was my Opinion, that the Rigour that was ufed, was as much as could be ufed o' 
men in that Situation. 

Could the Nabob, or his Minifters, have ufed any Sort of Rigour in that Trank ^ 

A. They certainly ufed what was ufed. 

Q. Do you mean, that the Nabob ufed all the Rigour that was ufed or could be ufed by him, or 
whether it was ufed by the Englilh without the Nabob ? 

A. It was by the Nabob’s Authority — by the Nabob’s Orders. 



Then what do you mean by this Paffage in the Letter juft read to you.? “ The Hrft was 
“ a Son who was to addrefs a Parent, and of courfe could ufe no Language or Aftion but that of 
“ earneft and reiterated Solicitation •,’* — how do you reconcile your prefent Opinion with that Rc- 
prefentation ? 

A. What I mean by Rigour, was attacking and taking Poireftion of the Kella which inclofcd 
the Habitation of the Begums. I conceive 4hat no other Force could have been ufed ag.iinft them: 
forinftance, that the Troops could not have entered the Zenana, or the private y\[)artfntnts of 
the Women, or have taken any other Steps than what they did in Icizing the Kella, winch included 
their Apartment; and that being done, I conceived that much of the reft depended upon the Na- 
bob’s pcrfonal Ncgociations with the Begum and her Agents. 

Could the Nabob, if left to himfclf, have ufed any Language or Aftion but that of Soli- 
citation ? 

A. PofTibly he might; but I do not think he would have done it. I think Solicitation would 
have been the Courfe he would have preferred. 

Upon what Account did you ftate, that the Minifters could not pollibly appear at all in the 
Bufinefs ? 

A. I meant to ftate, that the Minifters could not openly appear in the Bufinefs. 


Why oot ? 

A. It is contrary to their Station — not confiftent with their Situation, that they (hould take any 
open Part in the Bufincls. 


Why could they not ? ■ t i ^ l- nr 

A. They confidered the Begums in pretty much die fame Light as they did the Nabob himleh, 

v^idi rcfpeC:t to pcrfonal Forms. 

They had an equal Refpeft then for the Begums, a.s they had for the Nabob.? 

A. They obfcivcd the fame pcribnal Forms to the Begums, as to the Nabob. 

Q:. Tlien, am I to underftand you, that it would have been an odious and difgraceful Thing 
for the Minifters to have interfered .? 

A. I conceive it would : That they wotild have thought it ib. 


ia) Vide Appcndi.x, N-^XX-WIII. 


Q. The 



( 7*8 ) 

The Begums having been charged with being in aftual Rebellion againft the Nabob, in 
order to dethrone and deftroy him, why'lhould the Nabob and his Minifters have felt it fuch an 
extremely odious Bufinels, to deprive them of that Wealth which is Itatcd to have been the Means 
of fupporting the Rebellion ? 

A. I conceive that is Matter of Opinion. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objedted, that this was mere Matter of Argument 
not Evidence of a Faft. 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, that it was a Queftion of Faft : 
That the Witnefs had formerly Rated, that the Begums were in adual Rebellion : 
That the Objed of that Rebellion was to dethrone and deftroy the Nabob j and now 
they wanted to know the Circumftances which, in the Witnefs’s Opinion after that 
Fait was known, did make the Nabob fo extremely averfe to depriving the Begums of 
their Wealth. 

The Houfc obfei-ved, that the Queftion would then be, 

Whether the Circumftancc of their being in Rebellion would liave difpenfed, according to the 
Witnefs’s Notion of the Ceremonies and Laws obferved in that Country, with the perfonal Refpeit 
which the Minifters were otherwife bound to pay the Begums ? 

A. I do not think it would ; but that is mere Matter of Opinion : I believe, if the Minifters 
were certainly convinced that the Begums were in aftual Rebellion, they would ftill have piclerved 
pj^eir perfonal Refpedt to them in point of Form. 

rfeafi^^PQ you mean, that the Nabob declared openly his Defire to pofTcfs himfelf of thofe Trea- 

'’p-.. , I? very certain the Nabob did, on many Occafions, declare himfelf dcfirous of pofTdling 
i^hofe Treafures, which he confidercd as his own Treafures*, he confidercd them as the 
v% his Father which had been lodged in the Begums Cuftody ; and he thought he had a 
une Whole of them. 

The Point of the Qiieftion is, whether he declared in any Manner which you call an open 
Manner ? 

A. He did in Converfation with me. 

Q, Who drew the Affidavits which were taken before Sir Elijah Impey, or any of them, that 
you know of ? 

A. I can only fpeak to my own, I drew thatj I do not know who drew any of the reft. 

Not any of them ? 

A. Not any of them, 

Q, Did you not receive a Letter from Mr. Haftings dated Chunar, 15 November lySijdircft- 
ing you to fuperintend the Whole of the Tranfadtion rclpeding the Affidavits ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objected, that the Whole of this Examination was 
to Matters which are in Writing and upon Record ; that the Letter had been piodiicecl, 
and the proper Courlc would be to read it. 

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, there was mothing in Writing to 
indicate who drew the Affidavits. 

The Houfe obferved, that the proper CouiTe was to produce the Letter, and examine 
the Witnefs upon it. 

The Managers for the Commons faid, the Letter was already in Evidence (a) befi^ic 
the Houfe, and they defired to afk the Witnefs, why he difregarded the Inltructiom> 
contained in it ? 

The Witnefs faid, 

A. I have a perfeft Rccolleftion of the Letter. 

Q. Then do you mean to fay, that you drew up your own Affidavit, but that you interfered 
no furtht T with refpeft to the Affidavits of any other Perfon ? 

A. 1 did mean io; The I.etter*herc referred to, is a general Inftruclion of the Points to which 
the Affidavits were to go : I recollcft communicating to Colohel Hannay that Letter, and reading 
it to him : 1 do not know that I communicated it to any Body elfe ; for moft of the Officers, wl^o 
were to make Affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, belonged to Colonel Hannay’s Corps : of Courle, 
he would inltruft them as to the Points of the Letter. 


Q. DJ 


(a) Vide fupM, Page 630. 
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(V Did yPM give Colonel Hannay a Copy of that Letter ? 

yC I do not recoiled whether I did or not i I rather think I did not, ilm I only read it to him. 

Q, Did you call upon, no other Perfon, nor communicate with any other Pcrlon upon this Letter 
befides Colonel Hannay ? ^ ' 

A. I will not fay pofitivcly that I did not-, but I really do not rccollcdt it, nor do I believe that 
I did. 

Thia Paflage being in the Letter of Inftrudlions, namely : — « I muft therefore requeft and 
requtre of you, in my Name, to call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain 
Williams* and Lieutenant Gordon, and every other Perfon who may luve a perfonal Knowledge or 
Underftanding of thefcFadls, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Con- 
nexions in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, fevcrally to depofe all that they know and believe 
concerning the fame, either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inftantly vifit Lucknow, 
chiefly with this Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the fame Purpole (a) \"— 
Are we to underftand, that, excepting Colonel Hannay’s Affidavit, and your own, all the others 
came to Sir Elijah Impey, without any Interference on your Part ? 


The Houfe obferved, the Witnefs had not faid he interfered even with Colonel Han- 
nay’s Affidavit, but only that he drew his own Affidavit, and neither knew of, or di- 
reded, any other Perfon. 

Q, Do you mean to fay, you drew Colonel Hannay’s Affidavit ? 

A. I mean to fay, that I only drew my own, and knew nothing of the drawing of any Body’s elfe j 
not of Colonel Hannay’s. 

Did you do any Thing, in Confequence of thofe peremptory InlliuXions of Mr. Hafting .j,, 
befidcs what you have already mentioned, the communicating of them to Colonel Hannay 

A. Not that I recollcft: 1 fpeak doubtfully of communicating it to any others; I i ’V 
communicated it to Mr. Johnfon, my Affiftant ; but I do not rccollcX I communicilt • . lU-j--' 
Body. * 



Be pofitive, if you can, in your Recollcftion upon this SubjeX : — Do you mean to^ , 
do not know who drew up, or fettled, any of the Affidavits, except your own ? 

A. I am very certain of it, as far as a Perfon can be certain of a Faft at this Diftance of Time, 
that I only drew up my own. If that is not an Anfwcr, I wiffi the (^cllion may be more point- 
edly put. 

The Queftion is, not only whether you drew up any other Affidavit ; but, wlicthcr you 
know who drew up any of the other Affidavits ? 

A. I certainly do not ; I take it for granted, that the Parties themfelvcs diil draw them up, but I 
cannot fpeak pofitively ; I know nothing about their Affidavits, or about any Affidavits but my own, 
which I certainly drew up. 

Q. Was it at this Time you delivered back to Colonel Hannay the Letters you had formerly re- 
ceived froit) him, refpeXing the ConduX of the Begums ? 

A. I cannot fay that it was exaXly at that Time ; I do not recoIIeX, but it was certainly at the 
Time that he was drawing up his Affidavit upon that Bufinefs. 

Q. Can you inform us, why Colonel Hannay could not depofe to FaXs which had pafied within 
his own Knowledge, without recurring to the Letters he had formerly written to you ? 

A. I cannot it is impoffiblc I can form any Opinion. The Rcafon Colonel Hannay affignecl to 
me was, he wifhed to rcfrdh his Memory with what he had written to me in feveral Letters upon 
that SubjeX. 

Was that the Whole of what he faid upon the SubjeX ? 

A. It was the Whole. 

Was you prefent at the taking of any other Affidavit before the Chief Juftice, befidcs your 

**'a’ I do not recoiled that I was ; but at the fame Time I will admit the ^ 

might, thoughIdonotfccolleXit. I vifued him very often, y 

Gentlemen, who made Affidavits, at his Houfe. 1 hey might, at iomc of Jofe Vifi S have 
Affidavits before him when I was there •, but I cannot take upon me to fay that was the Calc. 

Q. Can you give any Reafon why the Letters you received from Colonel Hannay do not ap- 

pear, either upon the Records, or in your own Letter Book ? 

A. They were private Letters addrefled to myfclf in my private Capacity. I never did enter 

in my publick Letter Book any Letters of that Sort. 


(j) Vide fupra, P. 63®. 
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Did not thofe Letters contain the Whole of the Information you had rcccircd to the loth 
of Odober, refpefting the Conduft of the Begums, or had you any other Information ? 

A. It is impofTible I can anfwcr that Queftion pofitively. I have no Doubt I had other. I have 
ft.ued what Information I had, I was with Mr. Haftings at Chunar during the greateft Part of 
thofe IVoLibles ; and fuch Information as I did receive I communicated to Mr, Haftings. 1 can- 
not lay whether Colonel Mannay’s Letters contained the whole Information I received. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Haftings make any Obfervation upon the Circumftancc of your Let- 
ter to him, which contained Extrads of your Correfpondcnce with Colonel Hannay, in confe- 
quence of a Letter being dated the 19th of September, in the Narrative, and the 19th of Oftober 
in your Letter Book ? * 

A. This is the firft Time I ever heard of any Difference in the Dates, confcquently I never could 
have heard Mr. Haftings make any Obfervations upon it. I never knew till this Moment that 
there was any Difference in the Daces, 


Are you quite pofitive that the Date in your Letter Book, of the 19th of Oftobtr, is the 
right Date ? 

A. I am fure it could not be the 19th of September, becaufc I was then at Chunar, and have 
no Doubt but the 19th of Odober is the right Date. 


Can you account for your not having mentioned this Correfpondcnce in the Affidavit you 
made before Sir Elijah Impcy ? 

A. I can allign no Reafon for it ; but probably, as Colonel Hannay was going to make an 
Affidavit to ilie Subjeft of thofe Letters, I might not think it neceftary. 

• ^ I 

Affidavit you ftate, ‘‘ that you further heard from your own News-writer ftationed at 
^^pbad, that a Vakeel or Agent from Rajah Cheic Sing had been received at that Place, and 
remain under the Proteftion of the faid Eunuchs ; but lor what particular Purpufe, or 
vi' / Nature of his Commiffion or Negotiations, this Deponent has not been able to dif- 

News-writer you mention to be ftationed at Fyzabad ^ 

J^as the News Writer on the Part of the Refident ; he had been ftationed at Fyzabad 
^ V^/ears i he was there in the Time of Mr. Briftow, my PrcdecefTor; ftationed thereto 

Poft Letters, and likewile to communicate to the Rcfident at Lucknow any Intelli- 
gence of Confcquence that he might learn there. 




cu What was his Name ? 
A, Hoolas Roy. 


Where is the Letter of Hoolas Roy, which contains the Communication you have fworn to 
have received from him P 

A. I really do not know; very poffibly it is in the Office at Lucknow. 

Ch I low comes it not to appear upon your Book of Corrcfpondence ? 

A. It was a Perfian Letter. 


You have fworn in this Affidavit, “ that you heard at the Time much Encouragement, and 
fome adual Aid, had been given to Cheit Sing, by Jewar Aly Cawn and Bchar Aly Cawn :”(/') 
What do you mean l)y fome aftual Aid, which you heard had been given by thefe Two Perfons? 

A. I heard that they had raifed Troops-, that they had affifted Rajah Cheit Sing’s Vackecl in 
raifing IVoops, and in lending them to the Rajah’s Affittancc. I aflert this, not on my own 
Knowledge, but upon common Report, 

How comes it, there is no Trace of this Corrcfpondence in your Letter Book.^ 

A. I ftiould wifli to know which Corrcfpondence is allucJed to i 

Had you any Correfpondcnce upon that Subjeft, that you remember, with any Body f 
A. None that I remember ; 1 fpcak of it as a common Report. 

Wasitalfo from common Report that p)u learned, that, during the Continuance of theDif- 
turbances at Banares, the Begums had manifeited a ftrong DilaffcClion to the Englifh ? 

A. It was. 

Then I underftand, that the only Circumftancc which you received any Information upon, m 
any authentick Shape, was this, that you turthcr heard from your own News-writer, ftationed at 
Fyzabad, that a Vackecl or Agent from Rajah Cheit Sing had been received at that Place, and al- 
lowed to remain under the Proteftion of the faid Elunuchs; but for what particular Purpofe, or 
whar was the Nature of his Commiffion, or Ncgociations, you was not able to difeover.’* (r) 
that the only Communication you received from Hoolas Roy, or any one upon this Subjeft ? 

A. riie only one I rccollcft at this Time : I do not rec9lleft any other. 

You underftand that thefe three Circumftances are the Whole that relates to the Begums? 

The Houfe obferved, that the Witnefs had faid, they were the Whole he undertak^ 
at this Time to recolle6I: ; and that if the Managers for the Commons wifhed to alk 

(a) Videfupra, Page 256, {b) Vide fupra, Page 255, Line 5 from Bottom. (r) Vide fupra, Page 25^* 
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him any rtore Queftions about it, it would be more proper to let the Witnefs fee the 
Affidavit. , 

The Affidavit was ffiewn to the Witnefs, and he was afked ; 

Did not this Affidavit contain the Whole you knew upon this Subjed, on the 27th of No- 
vember 1781 ? 

A. All that I knew of my own Knowledge, I have no Doubt but it did-, it could not contain 
all I had heard, bccaufe it docs not contain the Letters I received from Colonel Hannay, or any 
other Letters. 

Docs the Affidavit contain any one Thing that you knew of your own Knowledge ? 


The Counfel for the Defendant objected, that this would appear by the Affidavit 
itfelf. 

Cb Do you know any Reafon why thcTeftimony of Hooks Roy, who was fent to be examined 
does not appear -, do you know of his being fent to be examined ? 

A. He was lent : Certainly ordered to attend. 

Do you know, whether he was in Faft examined ? 

A. I do not. 


Do you know any Reafon, or have you heard from Mr. Haftings, why he was not in Fad 
examined ? 

A. I have not. 


Q. Did you hear from Colonel Hannay that a Thoufand Men, Nudjeebs, were fent from 
bad to the Afliftance of C licit Sing? ’ 

A. I have heard it: I cannot fay where-, but I certainly have heard it. ,,, ‘ 

Was you apprized that Colonel Hannay mentioned it, and afterwards fworc ) 

Report whii li he had licard ? p 

A. I would wifli to refer to Colonel Hannay’s Affidavit j it is impolTiblc I can 1 

Memory all that Colonel Hann.iy depofed to. " 


Q. What Meafores were taken by Mr. Haftings upon hearing of this Rebellion at Fyzabad, 
and wh.it 'I'roops did he fend to fupprefs it? 

A. Is the Queftion meant to be confined to the Period of the fuppofed Rebellion ? 


The Queftion is — Do you know when Mr. Haftings heard of the Rebellion ? 
A. I take it tor granted, he heard of it in September. 


Q. What Meafurcs did he take upon that ? 

AT I do not know what Meafurcs he did take, or whether he took any: the Nabob himlclf waa 
with Mr. Haftings at that Time. 

Was not you with Mr. Flattings too at that Time, at Chunar ? 

A. Certainly 1 was. 

What Meafurcs did the Nabob take, upon hearing the Report of that Rebellion ? 

^ Previous to his Arrival at Chunar, the Nabob had called in all the Troops he could aflemblci 
he liail left Lucknow, with his ordinary Guard, which, compared with what he had afterwards, 
was a very rm.ill one j and he flopped upon the Road a conlidcrable 1 ime to call in his 1 roops, 
and when he arrived at Chunar, he certainly had a very large Body of 1 roops with him. 


Did not the Nabob bring with him the Troops which he (b collecled to Chunar, or what 

did he do towards fupprclTing the Rebellion ? , , , . 

A. I was going to add, I do not know what Steps he took, or whether he took any, at 

Chunar. 

Q. Whether you ever he.ird of any one Soldier, Horfe or Foot, having been fent to fupprefs 
that Rek'Hion ; whether there was any Sort of Force ever employed in the Supptcuion of that 

Rebellion ? 

A. 1 did not hear that there was. 


Q. Did the Nabob, upon his Return from Fyzabad 
with you upon the Subject of that Rebellion, alter his 
A. I do not recollect that he did. 


to Lucknow, communicate in any Manner 
Vifit to his Mother ? 


Q. Wliea you ftormod tho Krfli of tho Bogums, what Force had the Nabob and you »ith 


you ? 

A. The Nabob was there in Perfon, and 
of Englilb. The Kelk was ftormed by a 
of the Nabob. 


had a confidcrable Force ■, and there was One Regiment 
Regiment of Lnghlh Sepoys, affifted by fome Troops 

Q, Do 
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Do you recolleft tlic Amount of the Nabob's Force ? t 

A. I cannot with any Accuracy j I fuppofe he might have Fifteen or Twenty Thoufand. Men 
with him. 

What Sort of Troops arc the Nabob's Sebundy ? 

A. rhey arc irregular Troops, armed and clothed after the Country Manner. 

CK Are thofc Troops fit for any Service ? 

aT 'I'hcy are employed occafionally in Military Services ; they are certainly not good Troops, 
or Troops that can be much depended upon. 

Q. Did not you ftatc to Mr, Haftings, that the Nabob's Sebundy alone were fufficient to have 
reduced the Jaghcerdars, and to have feized the Trealurcs ? 

A. I cannot fay I recollcdt it; if I have faid fo, it will appear upon Record. 

Did you ever confider the Sebundy in any better Light than that of a ufelefs Rabble ? 

A. Certainly I could not regard it in that Li^ht, bccaiifc they were a principal Part of the 
Troops of the Nabob's Aumils for the Service or their Collcftions *, they had no other Troops v 
undoubtedly they were not regular Troops, or Troops that could be much, depended upon in 
adtual Service. 


Could the Sebundy have feized the Kella, without the Afliftance of this finglc regular Regi- 
ment of Sepoys ? 

A. I fhould apprehend they could not. I iindcrftood upon the Spot the Begums had a very con- 
fidcrable Force, and that had the Attack been made by the Nabob’s Troops alone, a very fcvcrc 
Kcfiftance was determined upon. 


4 Jipid you not underftand allb, at the fame Time, that the Begum had no Idea the Englilh 
..c /'’"'^‘t.he Nabob, till you informed her that it would be fo ? 

Anfwcr to that Queftion, that the Begum certainly had Expedations 
r” ' ' Englilh for a confidcrable Time. 

Time when you gave them that Information that you fpokc of Yeftcrday ? 


'er 


In refuming tlie Jaghires, was there any Battle fought, Blows (truck, or any Blood Ihed at 
all u{)on that Account ? 

A. I do not rccolleift that there was any where. I recoiled, when the Nabob firft fent his 
Aumils to take Charge of the Jaghires, that they were not able to take Charge of them, not hav- 
ing Force fufficient ; afterwards the Nabob fent them with a confiderable Force. 


Are you fure that the Nabob fent them a confidcrable Force afterwards ? 

A. I underftood he fent Force fufficient for the Service : What it confifted of, I cannot fay •, 
but that he fent Troops with the Aumil, who was to take PofTelTion of thefe Jaghires, is true. 


Who commanded thofe Troops? 

A. Probably the Commander was the Aumil who went to take Charge of the Jaghires : The 
Officers of the Troops aded under his Command. 


Do you recoiled having any Corrcfpondcncc with Major Naylor upon this Subjeft ? 

A. I do recoiled having tome Correfpondcnce with him upon the Subjed ; to the beft of my 
Recolledion, he was ordered to affift the Nabob’s Officers in putting him in PolTeinon of feme 
Gunges or Markets, which the Begum had on the oppofite Side of the River. 

Do you recoiled Major Naylor’s Communication upon that Subjed ? 

A. I do not, at this Moment,, remember it. 


Q. From your general Knowledge of Major Naylor, had you any Reafon to believe that he 
would communicate falfely ? 

A. I certainly have no Reafon to believe that he would. 

Q. Did you return any Pawrs from Lucknow, under a fcaled Cover, to Mr. Haftings, in 
order that they might be opened when he (hould think it expedient ? 

A. 1 did. 


Q;^ Can you recoiled what thofc Papers were ? 

A. I believe One of thofc Papers was a Copy of the Chunar Treaty, and the other Papers con* 
neded with it. 


Was there among thofc Papers a Lift of the Names of any Gentlemen, to whole Continuance 
at Lucknow the Nabob had confented ? 

A. 1 do not recoiled that there was. 

Q. Did you ever fend from Lucknow to Mr. Haftings, before hU Return to Calcutta, any fuch 
Papers? 

A. I do not recoiled that I did. 

7 Qi Did 
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Q. Did you receive from Mr. Haftlngs, at Chunar, a Lift of the Names of Enelilli Gentlemen 
allowed to continue at Lucknow r & . 

A. I do not recollcft that I did. • 

Q. Rccolleft a litrle carefully on this Subjeft.—What other Communication did you receive from 
Mr. Haftmgs upon llic hubjetft of Lnglifli Gentlemen who were to be allowed to rcfide at Lucknow ? 

A. Mr. Mattings did mention, I believe, in Converfation, the Gentlemen whom the Nabol# 
permitted to rcfidc at Lucknow. 

Are you Cure that Mr. Haftings gave you no Paper upon that Subjeft, or that you took no 
Minutes of that Converfation ? 

A. I cannot be fure. 

When had you this Communication or Converfation with Mr. HalTings.^ 

A. It was while I was with him at Chunar — 1 cannot exadly lay—probably about the Time of 
figning the Treaty ? 

Q. Was it not exprefsiy flipulated in the Treaty, that all the F.nglifli Gentlemen, without 
Diltinftion, excepting only the Gentlemen of the Kelident’s Office, ffiould be removed from the 
Nabob’s Dominions ^ 


The Counfcl for the Defendant objefted, that tlic Tieaty would fpeak for itfclL 

Do you remember any Thing about that ? 

A. I have fome Remembrance about that. 

Whether any one Article of the I'reaty was kept with the Nabob ? 

A. I muft read the I’rcaty, and all that lias paifed upon it, before 1 could venture to give 
Opinion upon that Subjedl. 

Here is the Treaty : Will you point out any one Article that was kept ? 


The Counfcl for the Defendant obje6lcd. 

Whether that Part ot the 'I'leaty which was flipulated ffiould not be carried into 
namely, the Nabob’s Parr, was not in Pad the only i^irt that was carried into KxecutionV ^ 

A. With humble Submiffion, I beg Leave to treat that, as a Part ot the other Chicllion. It 
is really impoffiblc for me to aniwer (^lellions of this Sort. 

CV Whether you was prelent at all, or any of the Times, that the Affidavits were fworn be- 
fore Sir Elijah impey ? 

A. 1 beg to refer to tlie Anfwer I gave to that Qiieftion before — that I did not recoiled being 
prefent at any of them ; though 1 admitted, at the lame I'inie, the Poffibility that 1 might have 
been prefent when fome were taken. 

Do you know that there were Affidavits made by native Indians as well as by Engliffi 
Gentlemen ? 

A. I perceive, by Mr. Ilaftings’s Narrative, that there were. 

Do you know in what Manner thole native Indians had Notice to make ihofc Affi- 
davits ? 

A. I do not know any Thing about it. 

Do you know of any Communication by Mr. Haflings, to any Perfon bcfidcs yourfelf, for 

the Purpufe of having Affidavits taken ? . i i • 

A. Perhaps I may not undcrlland that (^icflion perfcdly. I tal:e it for granted he communi- 
Gated with Sir Elijah Impey upon taking the AllidavitSj but I do not know any 1 crlon at -#uc 
now whom he communicated with. 


I 


Do you know any Perfon at Lucknow that he did communicate with ? 
A. No ; I certainly do not. 


Do you know who the Natives were that made thefe Affidavits ? 

A. I underffood they were principally native Officers, belonging to 
do not fpeak from my own Knowledge. 


Colonel Ilannay’s Corps. 


Ck Do you know a Perfon called Doond Sing ? 

A. No*, I do not. 

Do you Enow a Perfon of the Name of Uenoo bing ? 
A. I do not. 


Q:, Or Kundiall Sing? ^ • 

A. No: If thefe arc the Perfons that have given their Affidavits, 
.one of then;!. 

q A 


do not recolleft I ever faw 
Then 



( 73 + ) 

Q. Then you do not know by what Means ihefe Perfons were informed they were to make the 
Afkdavirs bcfoic Sir Plijah Iinpcy ? 

A. [ do nor. I always luppolcd tfie Communication was made to them by their Officers, that 
iliey were t6 tiepofe, as far as their Knowledge went, to ceitain Circumitances and certain Fadts 
and 1 know no more of the Matter. 

Did you give any Inlfrudions to any Perfon, to defire their Offeers to defirc thofe Perfons 
to make Affidavits ? 

A. I hive already informed your Lordlhips of the Extent of my Communications upon Mr. 
llaltin'js’s Letter. I do not rccolleft I had any Communication with any Fcrlon whatever, upon 
ifiat Subjeef, but Colonel Uannay, and to him I read Mr. Haftings’s Letter. . 

Whether you did not know that Colonel Ilannay, Captain Gordon, and Lieutenant Wil- 
liams, were acculed by the Begums and others, of having rol)bed the whole Country, and being 
themlelvcs the Caulc of the Inlurreftion, by their Oppreffions ? 

A. I have fume Rccolledion of Letters to that Purport, which have been read before your 
Lordlhips. « 

(\ 1 low came you to confide the Management of the Depofitions, which were to authenticate 
the Rebellion of the Begums, to the Perfons accufed by them ^ 

A. I h,ive informed your Lorvlfliips of the Extent of my Interference. I did conceive the In- 
tention ot Mr. fladings’s Letter was only, that the People who were to depofe, fliouki lx; in- 
lormed to what they were to depofe, and 1 thought I had done my Duty by communicating the 
J.etrcrto Colonel 1 lannay, who was the Commanding Officer, and it was his Duty to communicate 
ii to thole Oflicers immediately under him. 

__ Then you mean to fay, that it was a Part of Military Duty to do this ? 

^ ^ Order,' when I beg I.eave to decline anfvvcrir.f'^ that Qiieftion. It is 

for me to know — I am no Military Man. 1 thought I did my Duty in communicating 
Colonel Hannay. 

’"^cther you do nor know that fornc of thelc Affidavit Men fw'ore in Couples.^ Do you 
*fHoc**^ /Ahcr more than One joined in an Affidavit.^ 

iuve already informed your Lordlhips 1 know very little about the Affidavits. I muft re- 
fer to tlic 7\ffidavits tliemfclves. I really do not know that they did. 

Whether there was any Man of the Law, as profefftd by Mahometans or by Hindoos, to 
fee that the Oaths were legally and propel ly adminillered to them, according to their kveral re- 
ligious Tenets ? 

A. I really do not know whether there was or not. 

(). Did you take Care that there was? Did you give any Orders or Inflrudions fur any fuch 
Perfon to attend ? 

A. Certainly not. 

(Crofs examined,) Do you know, In point of Faft, whether any Leaves have been torn out 
of any of thole Jiooks that were flicwn you Yefterday, fince they were bound ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to lay, whether they have or nor. I beg to Hate, that thofe arc not 
complete Copies of my Correfpondence : The complete Copies of my Correlpondcnce were left 
in my Ollice at Lucknow, as my Duty obliged me to do. I’hclc are Books and Papers I had an 
Opiiortunity ot taking for my own private Satisfadion, I cannot fay in what Manner they tiavc 
been treated. I am nut fenfiblc of any Leaves having been purpoldy taken out, or added. 

Do you know of any Leaves having been taken out .at all, or added, whether purpofely 
or not ? 

A. No, I do not. 

Whether thofe Books contain, or did ever contain, any Letters to or fro.m Mr. Ilaftings ? 

A. 'Phis particular Book does not. 

What is the Defeription of it ? 

A. Letter D : It is Copies of Letters to the Officers employed in the Nabob’s Service. 

Do you know whether it ever contained any Letters to or from Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I have every Reafon to believe it never did. 

You have been afkcd whether Hoolas Roy ever made any Affidavit — I underftood you to 
fay, you believed he did not : Do you know whether Hoolas Roy arrived at Benares before Sir 
Elijah Impey left it ? 

A. I do not know when he arrived at Benares. 

Do you know at what Time Sir Elijah Impey left Benares ? 

A. No, I cannot afeercain it cxadly. 


Whether 
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Whether the Rebellion of the Begum-! diil not exliiblt iti'elf both by the Afi'.lbm.r 
given to the Infurgcnts in Baraitch and Goiuckpore, and alio in the Aliilbincc given tu e ! wt 
Sing ? 

A. I have no Knowledge of that Circiimllancc but wliat I liave alrc idy dated. 

In the Ufe of the Word “ Rebellion,” do you apply it, as weil to tl.c liilui.eiicy in Bi- 
raitch and Croruckpore, as to the Adilfance given to Clieit Sing? 

A. As far as I liave any Knowledge of it, certainly. 

Whether the Nabob lent any Force of any Kind at atiy Ti.-nc to fuppreb anv IniurreLlion in 
Baraitch and Goruckpore ? 

A. Mold certainly he did. 

When did he ? 

A. I mean the Detachment under M.ijor Niyh'-r ; I cannot l.iy cnm.Hv v. licn that marclicd it 
was for the Furpofe of quelling the Dillurbances in Bai .utcii and (loiuckpore. 

At what Time was that ? 

AT It mull be at the latter bind of the Year 17S1. 

O. Did the Nabob fend that Detachment ? 
a 7 By his Orders it went. 

O. Whether that Infurreaion of Cheit Sing, in whieh the Niuljkbs were aTiRing, was not lup- 
prelied by ll>e Bntilli Forces ? 

A. No doubt it was. 

Whether you w.is in the Country of Oude at or Ihortly before tlie Death of Sujah ul Dow- 

lah ? . , ' 

A. I was there a few D.iys before his Death; perhaps I'en^or '1 welve Days 

Death. . 

Q Do you know where the publick Treafures of Pujah ul Dowlali weie depoliiei I > 

^ 1 underftood in the Zenana at Fyzabad, under the Care of tlie Bhow Beg 

O. Do you mean th.it thofe Treafure. were depolited in the Zenana uiulei tlie C ,iv.V ? of 
Bh(^ Begum, as the I'realuier of tiic Nab. b .Sn|.ili ul Ibjwlah ? 

A. I underftood they were the Treafures of the Nabob. 

But the Qiiellion is. Whether flie was ch.'.rged as I'le.'.luier to pay die Fro-ps and othei 

undTrftood flie had Charge of them, as the conFi-mnil gublick freahir.-r ■. and I will 
mention One Realbn for fuppoling (he was ,n th,.t Situauon. ^ p''. "''’j'J"- ^ 

againfl the Rohillas in Roliilcund, he had a -Sum of M-m y to pay m ' '"i'' ' ' "vl’.-i 

theBe-mm happened to be with him in the Camp at that 1 inv, aii-l the N.a)o.. S,il,i^ J 1.11, . Wo 
wasK-egun ’ Brother, was left in the Management of Atl.ms .it l yzahal. i ne .sum lie N - 
Nriiad to^xtv the India Co, i^aany was Fifteen 1 ...^^^^ Ik’ rW- ".c , in Order I b.l- 

tefn Lacks o? R^ upon k.hu Jung at Fyz.ibid ; 1 deputed a (Lmleman ot my I'.finly to 
Fvzabacl for the rurpoie of receiving/, the Monty, and cunvcyino it to C aK nita. ()vvt.\( r, uj on 
his delivering the Nabob’s Letter to Sal.ir Jung at Fyzabad, a Dilnculty am e*, a, mete wa, 1. 
correfpondinl Order from the Begum for the l^l.very of tins I re.ttute ’ I 

I denuted whofe Name is Grady, was detained there till an Ouler iiotn tne be uni die aetu ly 

fury. 

<1 Do you unclnaand, tiu. tl« Ord.r givm b, tl.o B^gun,, upon ,'.ul Occ.,r,on, w.o on 

official Order, in the Charader ol Tieafurer to ^ ^.30, that 

A. I cannot take upon me to lay in wli.at Charaener ffie tffieJ the Order . beitain 
the Money was not paid till her Order was iffited and received at F yzabael. 

Q. Do you underftand th.it Order to have lieen given W 
her own Property, or for the Dirpof.tion of the Property of the , ,„.,,i,ui 1 y given 

A. I undci-llood it to be for the Nabob’s Property, for winch the N.mub had pte ) , 

an Order himfclf. . ^ t r • r 

1 A c nr whit w.iS your bed Information ut 

Q. Do you know what was the Amount of the f ul Doilah ? 

the Amount of the Treafures in the Zenana, at t ic ‘ ^ ^ ^ ^ fuppofed to be 

A. It is impoflible for me to afcei tain with any Sort of Accuracy , but ii 1 1 

very confiderable. . , 

q, \Vh« wa, ,hc Amount of it. accotdins to ,h. bell Inform.ttoo you could obtatn upon 

A. 1 
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A. I would willi your Lordfhips to undcrftand it is an Opinion ^ivcn very much at ^Random ; 1 
ftiouid fuppofe, from the Information and Report of the People m general, that it was near two 

Crorc's ot Kupces. • 

What other Treafiires had the Nabob ? 

A. I do not know of any others that he had. 

Do you know of any other Place in which the public Treafures of the Nabob were dcpo« 

fittd befidcs iliis Zenana ? 

A. do not know of any other Place where any confiderable Treafures were depofited : He had a 
nominal Tieafurcr; but I do not Ijclicve he had Charge of any eonfiderable Treafurcj^ not more 
than might b;- neceflary for immediate Ufe. I certainly did undcrftand, that the Nabob’s principal 
Ti'calure was at P yzabad, under the Charge of the Begum. 

Neceflary for immediate Ufc; what Ufe ? 

A. For liis Ifxpenres. 

Expences of his I loulchold, or the Army ? 

A For Ir'.xpcnres of the 1 loulchold. 

Ck But not for the Expentes of his Civil F.ftablifhment ? 

A. No, I fliould imagine not; that would have been very confiderable. 

Do you know what was tlic Amount of tlie Debt Sujah ul Dowlah owed the Company at the 
Time of hisDiath? 

A. I cannot ex.idly fay, but I believe it will appear in the Accounts; it was confiderable, I know, 
but I cannot akertain tlie Sum. 


O. Do you recollect whether 40, 50, or 60 Lacks, or fome fuch large Sum ? 
nfeiu It was, according to the belt Kecollcdion 1 have of it, between 40 and 50 Lacks, or thcre- 


■’4 4- . '‘^“’hcr Sujah ul Dowl.-ih had not a large Army, and what Number of Foot at the Time of 

‘'lOt know with any Degree of .Accuracy ; he had a very confiderable Army. 

is your Notion of a confiderable Army ? 

A. bVom fjojooo to 70,000 Men. 


1^0 you know whether that Army was confiderably in Arrcar of Pay, at the Time of the 
IvCMtli of Sujah ul Dowlah? 

A. I underllootl they were conridei;^bIy in Arrear, many Months, near Twelve Months, I un- 

del Hood. 


BeliJes tlie Arrears of Pay due from the Nabob, and befitles the Debt due to the Com- 
pany, do you know whether the fucceeding Nabob was burthened with any other Debts of his 
1' at her, owing to Individuals ? 

A. 1 believe there wcie fome Debts to Individuals ; but, I fancy, not confiderable. 

Can you infoim the Uoufe, what was tlic aggregate Amount of all the Nabob’s Debts ? 

A. It is impolTiblc for me to give an accurate Anfwer to that Queftion ; I really do not know 
wlut his .\rmy was in Arrcar ; or what the Pay of his Army was. 

What Dilllrence is there, if you know it, between the Tenure of the Jaghircs, and the 

Lands holdcn in Ultuiugah ? 

A. My Idea of the DiHindtion is, that a common Jaghire is refumable at Plealure *, and that an 
IJltumgah is a (jraiu confirmed by the King, perpetual and hereditary. 

By confirmed by the King,” I nnderftand you mean, confirmed at Delhi ? 

A. Confirmed by the Mogul : That is my Idea of it. 

fE Whether a Jagliirc is in the Nature of a Rent Charge ; or whether it carries with it the aftual 
Pulleirion of the Land in general ? 

A. 1 he jaghiredar certainly has Poflcfllon of the Land ; but it is underftood, that the SurpUi*!, 
beyond the Sum for witich tlic Jaghire was granted, docs belong to the Prince who grants the 
Jaghire, if he choolcs to take it. — It is fo underftood. 

Cb 'I he J.ighire is granted then, as produflive of a certain Sum ? 

A. Thd jaghire is granted for a fpccific Sum. 

O Is it rated in the Grant as produftivc of a certain Sum ? 
a: Yes. 

Then, you hold tliat a Jaghicedar is accountable for the actual Pro^c he receives beyond 

that Sum ? 


6 


A. He 
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A. He is accountable for if, if the Prince choofcs to call upon him h#. i. . r l 

thePrince-which i, calkd. i„ t'he La^gJatc' o? "he 

Q. Whether you have not heard the Nabob frequently complain, prior to the Year „R , nf rh, 
Difordersan his Country, occafioned by the Independency of the Jagheerdars > 

A. To the beft of my Rccolleftion, I have heard frequent Complaints. 

a Whether the Jagheerdars do not keep a large Body of Forces, befides what is immediately 
neceflary for collefling the Revenue of their Jaghires ? 

A. It is impoffiblc for me to fay, what is necelTary for the Colleaion of their Jaghires- thev all 
certainly keep up a confiderablc Body of Troops in their rcfpcaive Jaghires i I cannot fav for 
wliac Purpofe they keep them. ^ 

Q. Whether thofe Troops, kept up upon the Jaghires, were under the Controul of the Nabob 
or under the Controul of the Jaghiredars merely ? * 

A. Entirely under the Controul of the Jaghiredars, as I underftand. 

Q. Whether the Nabob has not faid in Converfation with you, with refpea to the Jaghiredars 
that two Rulers were too much for one Country f ^ * 

A. I cannot fay 1 recoiled the Expreffion to myfclf. 

Whether the Nabob has not in Converfation with you complained that the Begums Servants 
had preferved a total Independency, and that the Jaghiredars had beat the Officers of the Govern- 
ment, and refufed Payment ? 

A. 1 do not recollcft in thofe very Terms \ but I am very furc the Nabob has frequently com- 
plained of the Begums People, and that they treated his Authority with Contempt; but I do no^ 
recollcft thofe particular Exprcfllons. 

Q. Wliechcr any of the Jaghiredars in Oude have not frequently given Refuge to J 

mindars, and weakened the Nabob’s Authority i j r ^ 

A. I have heard of fuch Inftanccs. 


Upon the Independency of the Jaghiredars in general, has the Nabob complaislJj to you, 
that they weakened his Authority ? 

A. To the belt of my Rccollcftion, the Nabob has made thofe Complaints. 

Have you not Reafon to believe, that thofe Complaints were well founded f Specify your 
Rcafons, if you have any. 

A. I certainly did believe the Complaints were well founded. It mull be obvious to your 
Lordfliips, that large Diftridls of Land, with confidcrable Bodies of Troops entirely unconnected 
and uncontroulcd by the Authority of Government, mud interfere with the Government itlclf. 


The above Queftion and Anfwer were read over by the Clerk. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether you know the Amount of the Jaghires which the Bhow Begum had at the Time 
of the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ; and what Incrcafc was made to thofe Jaghires, if any was made, 
by her Son Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I know it only from fubfequent Converfations. I underftood it was but very inconfidcrablc 
upon the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ; and that it was largely incrcafed by the Nabob. 

But the Amount of either the one or the other, you do not know ? 

A. I cannot afeertain cxadly how much ; but I think the Begums Jaghirc, at the Time it 
was refumed, was about Six Lacks of Rupees a Year, or more. 

Qj^ But what it was, at the Time of the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah, you do not know ? 

A, No, I do not. 

Have you ever heard from the Viziec or Bhow Begum, what that Amount was, or what 
h was at the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I certainly have ; but I cannot at this Moment charge my Memory with it : 1 do not think 
it was fo much as Two Lacks of Rupees, as far as my Rccollcdion ot it goes. 

Q. I underftand you to have faid, according to the beft Information you have upon the Sub- 
jeft, that the Jaghirc of the Bhow l^gum was under Two Lacks at the Time ol the Death ot 
Sujah ul Dowlah, and was incrcafed to Six Lacks and upwards by Afbph ul Dowlah : Do you 
know what was the Amount of her Annual Expences ? . .. 

A. No, I certainly do not ; and have no Means of afccrtaining it with any Sort ot Accuracy. 

Q. Was there any Appearance of Expcnce, to the Amount of her Jaghire ? 

^ If I might venture an Opinion, I Ihould fuppofe it could not have been any Tlung like 
it ; not a Fourth Part of it ; but it is merely Matter of Opinion ; it is mere Gueis. 

9 B Qi 
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Q Under whofe particular Oonttoul a 1 »d Management were the Jaghires of the Bhow Begum ? 
^ Under the Management of her Two Eunuchs, Jewar and Bahar Ally Khan. 

a Whether Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan had not, in many Inftances, prior to the Year 1781, 

rendered themfclves obnoxious to the Nabob s Governtnent ? ^ ,Jt 

A. I undeiftood they had rendered themfclves obnoxious to the Nabob himfelf perlonaljy. 

Q. Had they offended againft his Government in any Manner ? r , t l- 

A I apprehend it mutt be in fome Part of their Conduft in the Management of the Jaghires, that 
they had gWn the Nabob Offence i he allb complained, to the bett of my Recolledion, that it 
was their View to keep him and his Mother at conftant Variance—at conftani Difference. 

O Whether you remember her chief Agent Bahar Ally Khan having marched a confiderable 
Fo^ into Nabob Gunge, one of the Begum’s principal Jaghires, declaring, that if any Attempt 
was made to refumc it, he would lay the whole Country watte — Was Bahar Ally Khan her princi- 
pal Mimller ? 

A. He was. 

Q. Had he made any fuch Declarations of laying the Country watte ? 

A. I would refer to the Letter. 


Q. Do you know any Thing of a March into Nabob Gunge 
A. 1 have not a perfect Recollcdion of it. 


Q. What were the Number of thofc Jaghiredars in the Nabob’s Country, immediately prior to 
the Refumption of the Jaghires, or about the Time of the Treaty ot Chunar ? 

A. There were a great many of thefc. Fifty or Sixty. 

^ ^what Defeription of Perfons were the Bulk of thofe Jaghiredars ? 
were of all Deferiptions. 

' - they People of low Condition in general, and who had done no particular Service to 

,ent from which they received thole Jaghires, or were they pcrfonal Favourites ? 

A. Tllr Nabob’s Family were included among them 5 there were alio many ot his Aumils and 
principal Officers, that were in charge of Military and Civil Offices, they alfo had Jaghires and 
there were a great many of that Defeription of People, called Orderlies, who had conliderablc 
Jaghires. 

Q What is an Orderly ? , r , xf ■ 1 . * /r- 

A It is taken from their former Situation, in which they were before the Nabob s Acceffion to 
the Mufnud ; tliey attended his Perfon, as orderly Sepoys, Men who were always attendant upon 
him, they were Hindoos -, upon his Acceffion to the Mufnud he raffed them to the Rank of Rajahs, 
and gave them confiderable Jaghires. 


O. What was their Rank before he came to the Mufnud ? 
aT They were common Soldiers, Sepoys. 

Q. Were they pcrfonal Favourites of the Nabob ? 

A. The Diftindtion with which he treated them, upon his Acceffion to the Government, would 
feem to leave that beyond a Doubt. 


Q. Were they People of low and inferior Condition prior to their Elevation by the Nabob ? 

A. They were in the fame Condition .as other common Sepoys. 

Whether you know if any, and what Sum, was realized by the Nabob, from Baraitch and 

Goruckpore, prior to Colonel Hannay’s Appointment? _ 

A. I believe tlic Sums he realized from that Country were but very inconfiderablc t he was ob- 
liged to keep up a very large Force there to make the Collcdlion, and I believe the Revenue of the 
Country did very little more than defray the Charge of thofe Troops. 

Do you know what Sum was realized by the Nabob from the Country of Baraitch and Go- 
ruckpore, during the Time of Colonel Hannay’s Command ? 

A. 1 c.innot from Memory afeertain cxadlly what the Sum was. The Company had a confider- 
able Affignuicnt on the Country upon thofe Two Diftrifts, which was paid. 

Q. Do you know nearly, within a Lack, what might be the Amount received by the Nabob 
annually, or in the Whole, during the Time Colonel Hannay had. his Command ? When were 
the Affignments given to the Company of thofe Two Dittrifts ? k f 

A. I believe when Colonel Hannay firft went there-, they might have had Affignments before 
that. 


Q. Did Colonel Hannay account to the Nabob for the Colle^ions ? 
A. He did. 


Q; Do 
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n Do yoo know what the Amount of that was ? Did '* pafs throuoh your Office ? 

A. It did not, further than the Company’s Affignmcnts : which, °as far as I can char 2 e mv 
Memory, upon thefe Two Provinces, were lo Lacks of Rupees. ° ^ 

Q. Were thofe lo Lacks received by the Company in any One Year, or during a longer Pc- 
riod ? 

A. In One Year. 

Was there any other Money received by the Nabob, beyond the lo Lacks that were received 
by the Company ? 

A. Yes ; I underftood there was certainly — that was not the Whole of his Collcftions. 

Have you any Idea of the Amount of the Sum received beyond the to Lacks ? 

A. I have not. I know other Aflignments were given by the Nabob upon the Country, which 
were always paid. 

Do you know to what the Amount of thofe Aflignments were ? 

A. I do not. 


Q. Did you fay any Thing about the Company’s having Aflignments upon Goruckpore bc- 
for^ 

A. They had fome fmall Aflignments upon Daraitch, as I underftood, before Colonel Hannay’s 
going there. They were feparaic Diftrids, though laid together. They were under Icparatc Go- 
vernments. 


What became of thofe Aflignments ? 

A. That was before my going up there •, fo that I do not know whether they were or were not 
paid. 


Whether the Sums received by the Vizier’s Aflignment, which came to the Hand-^pciT. 
Company, and the other Aflignments you mentioned, were not after the Payment of tl 
employed in the CoUedion of thole Diftrids? 

A. That I do not know. Colonel Hannay’s Troops were certainly not paid from thc‘#Vollcc- 
tions, but from an Ellablilhtncnt at Lucknow t the other Troops belonging to the Nabob that 
were rtationed in the Country, which were alfo confiderable, were, I apprehend, paid from the 
Colledions. 


So that the Colledions were net, and this was their Produce, beyond the Payment of the 
Tiwps of the Nabob ftationed in the Country, but not beyond the Payment of Colonel Hannay’s 
Corps ? 

A. Noi Colonel Hannay’s Troops were paid at Lucknow. 

Whether you do not know, that the Eftabiilhment of Courts of Juftice in Oude was propofed 
and recommended to the Nabob by Mr. Haftings ? 

A. It certainly was. 

A. Whether, prior to that Recommendation by Mr. Haftings, any regular Courts of Jufticc 
had ever, as yoo have heard, been eftablilhcd at Lucknow i or whether Jufticc was not ad- 

miniftered by the Foudjdars of the Country ? r 

A. I do not know that there ever were any regular general Courts of Jufticc in the Country of 
Oude ; each Foudjdar had a JurifdicEion, which he cxercifed I believe very much without any 
Controul. The Nabob was the Controuler, but he was left without Controul in the Management 
of his own Diftrid. 


Qi What do you underftand to be the Office of a Foudjdar ? 
A. It is a mixed Office, both civil and military. 


a Whether you do not underftand, that this Eftabiilhment of Courts of Jufticc, as propofed 
by Mr. Haftings, was defeated by the Oppofition of the Nabob, and the principal People ot the 

‘'T'Kconfa.uenceof Mr. Haftings's InBruftiona. I uW 

to act Courts of lufticc eftablilhcd at Lucknow, and throughout the Country •, but it was a M a 
fXofSr', Srft ri .hrr b, .h. Nabob or hU MWtoa r aad a N my “--'>1--^ 
abortive. Some Steps had been taken towards it, though very reludantly, by the Nabob and his 

MmZl, .h™l Srrc.lle<lfron.mySi.>..don.. Luckoo*, ‘'1' 

my SucceflTor, Mr. Briftow, or not, afterwards, I cannot take upon me to lay. 

Q, H.« from “V Commonication wi,h Mr. Hallioe. .1 .ha Tima, Raafon .0 baliava 
that Mr. Haftings urged that Meafure fenoufly and earncftly . 

A. He certainly did, r j 

Q, («, , Wa. ch. Bagom in Raaaipt of .ha Raranoa of .ha Coon.,y of Ooda, 

during the LiftMime of Sigah Dowlah ? 
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A. The Collections, I underftand, they were received, were fent to Fyzabad, and depofited 

in the Zenana. 

Did the refpeCtive Collectors tranfmit them to Fyzabad as they were received ? 

A. Yes. The Nabob, as 1 faid before, had a public Treafurer, but he had not the Charge of any 
confiderable Treafure, more than what w'as necclTary for his domeftick Ufe. 

Q. Did the feveral Aumils, Collectors, and Officers of the Revenue, tranfmit their Collections 
to Fyzabad to the Zenana there, or to that Trcalurer you have alluded to i 
A. I apprehend they tranfmitted the Treafure to the Nabob’s Minifter. 

Who was the Nabob’s Minifter ? 

A. lillich Cawn. 


Was he the Treafurer, or what you call the Treafurer, there ? 
A. No, he had a Treafurer befides. 


After they were tranfmitted to Ellich Cawn, what became of them ? 

A. The Revenues are always remitted in Bills upon the Houfes of the Shroffs at Fyzabad; the 
Minifter, as I apprehend, realized thofe Bills, and depofited the Treafure in the Zenana; this I 
apprehend to have been the Courfe : Your Lordlhips will underftand too, the Nabob, Sujah ul 
Dowlali, made Fyzabad his Refidence at that Time; Lucknow afterwards was the Place Govern* 
tnent of the prefent Nabob. 


Then Sujah ul Dowlah all his Life-time refided at Fyzabad ? 
A. Yes, it was his Capital. 


You fpoke of two Orders, one by which the Nabob directed the Payment of a certain Sum 
(£ Money to a Mr. Gready, a Gentleman in your Employment ; that Order was difputed, did you 
r^t Order ? 

Put^^ ' .^w the Nabob’s Order, 
adualf^lfdd i 

A. I do not remember I did fee it ; I do not recolleCt I did fee it. 


fee the Order which came from the Begum, in confequence of which the Money was 


Then, how do you know that the Begum drew for that Money as if it was the Nabob’s Pro- 
perty ? 

A. I mentioned that as Matter of Opinion, concluding it was fo, from the Nabob’s having pre- 
vioufty given an Order for the fame Purpofc : I never faw the Begum’s Orde**, but 1 was informed 
of the Circumftance by Mr. Gready, who was detained at Fyzabad till it arrived. 

Whether the Circumftance of the Nabob’s Draft not having been anfwered, and the Begum’s 
Dratc immediately producing the Money, did not give you a Prefumption it was the Begum’s 
Money, and not the Nabob’s ? 

A. My Prefumption was, that it was the Nabob’s. 

Whether that is not a Circumftance that indicates the contrary ? 

A. It is a Matter that I cannot pofilively affirm one Way or the other; my Belief certainly was, 
it was the Nabob’s ? 


Is it your Belief now ? 

A. Undoubtedly, 

Q. Whether you do not know, that in the .Difputes refpeCling the Treafure in which Mr. 
Briltow was concerned in the Years 1775 and 1776, it was admitted by the Nabob, that all the 
Treafures which were in the Zenana belonged to the Begum ? 

A. I c.innot fay I remember that Circumftance ; it will appear by Mr. Briftow's Letters ; if it 
is fo, 1 do nut recolleCt it. 

Q. Was you ever apprized of the Circumftance of the Begum’s having come to Sujah ul Dowlah 
after the Battle of Buxar, with all the Treafures Ihe could bring for his Relief ? 

A. 1 underftood (he did come to Sujah ul Dowlah, after the Battle of Buxar, and brought with 
her Jewels and valuable EfFcCts ; I do not know there was any Treafure, but large Sums of Money 
were raifed from them. 

And with a View of raifing a large Sum of Money upon them ? 

A. I cannot fay that was the View, but that was the Confequence. 

Qi Was it not generally confidered, that it was in part owing to this Inftance of her Affijftion, 
that the Nabob, Sujah ul Dowlah, ever after (hewed her parcicuUr Deference and Attention ? 

A . I certainly have heard fuch Reports ; 1 cannot fpeak particularly to the Certainty of them. 

^ Was it not generally known, that it was through the Influence which the Bhow Begum pof« 
fclfcu with Sujah ul Dowlah, that the prefent Nabob, Afoph ul Dowlah, was left his Heir ? 

A. That 
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A. That is a Matter I canftot exaftly fpeak to, not having been there at the Time of Suiali 
)owlah’a Death. >' 

Have you never converfeJ with Afoph til Dowlah on the Subjcfl ? 

A. I am pretty certain that I have heard that reported too, but I cannot trace it to any Au- 
lority. ^ 

Q, Did you ever coitverfe with Afoph ul Dowlah about it ? 

A. No, certainly not. 

Nor heard him allude to it ? 

A. No, I do not believe I ever heard it, till within thefc very few Days. 

Q. Did you never hear it mentioned as a Thing generally known, that the Bhow Begum had 
ived the Life of her Son, the prefent Nabob ? 

A. I have beard that as a Report too, certainly. 


When did you hear that ? 

A. A great many Years ago. 

Q. Recolieft what the Number of Perfons were, whom you dated to be dependant upon the two 
egums at Fyzabad, when you vifited Fyzabad in the Year 1778; the Women and Children, tlie 
amily of the deceafed Nabob, and his Relations ? 

A. I cannot recoiled i I beg Leave to refer to the Letters. 

Qj^ Whether they were 2000, more or lefs, as near as you can recoiled ? 

A. I cannot recoiled with any Accuracy •, I wilh the Letter to be read. 

Q. What Fund was there for the Maintenance and Education of the Children belonging to the 
[enana ? 

A. There were Aflignments given upon the Nabob’s Revenue for their Maintenance. 

Do you not know that thofe Aflignments were not paid, and that you fo dated it ? U^pcf 
hat Part of the Revenue, in diort, were thofe Aflignments f 

A. I do not recoiled the particular Didrids at this l ime. 

Were they ever paid ? 

A. Some certainly were paid •, but they were not regularly paid, undoubtedly. 


Do you know the Amount of the Whole of the Aflignments ? 
A. I do not. 


Or of the Part that was paid ? 

A. I cannot fay I do. The Aflignments were given to the Perfon in charge of the Khourd 
flahl, who had the receiving of the Money from the Aumils, and he made frequent Complaints 
lat the Payment was not regularly made. 

Whether, taking this Body of Women and Children altogether, in both F.flablilhments of 
1C Zenana and Khourd Mahl, a very great Sum, and what Sum, was ncceflary for their Maintc- 
i.inceand future Provifion i 

A, It is impoflible for me to give an Anfwcr to the Quedion, without knowing in what Sort ot 
tate they were to be maintained. 


Q. Then you do not know Iiow they were maintained ? 

A. I do not know at all how they wcic maintained, nor the Number of Women, but from 
nformation I had upon the Spot. 


Q. But, according to that Information, do you know what thefc Expenccs ought to have 
een? 

A. It would certainly have required a large Sum of Money. 

a What is your Idea of a larg^um of Money, as applied to that SuWeft ? Have you any 
oiKeption what the annual Edabliflimcnt, .and the accidental F.xpcnces of fetting them out m 
.ife, would amount to ? . r 1 vl j 1 

A. No } I really cannot give any Opinion upon it. I know the F,xpencc of the ’’ 

'hich was never paid by either of the Begums, was 

'lumber of People that it was fuppofed were in it. So far ^ have ^ Recolle ion 0 , 

do not believe there ever were more than 50,000 Rupees collefted for the Payment of the Wo- 
wn and Children of the Khourd Mahl. 


Paid by the Year, do you mean, or in the Whole ? 

A. By the Year. 

Arc yotKaware of the Demands which the 
tfina, would make upon the Nabob, for the Marriage of the Childr , y 

Advance ? 

A. No i that is a Matter upon which I cannot venture to give any pinion. 

9 C ^ 
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Was it not, becaufe there »i(aa fo finall a Sum colleded and paid for the Khourd Mali •, waj 
it not upon that Account, that the Burthen of maintaining them fell to the Elder Begum ? . 

A. I muft beg Leave to refer to mjl Letter upon that Subjeft, 

What waa the Amount of the IHundcr taken in the RohillaWar, fuppofed to be lodged in 
the Zenana ? 

A. I really cannot recollcft what the Amount was j but I recplleft undjrgoing au. Examination 
upon the Subjeft at the Time, which I would rather refer to. It is fo many Years ago, I cannot 
poflibly rccollcft. 

An Examination where ? 

A. In Calcutta. 

Upon the Subject of the Rohilla War ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. Is that upon Record ? 
A. Yes. 


What was the Debt due to the Company at the Death of Sujah Dowlah, for their Afliftance 
in extirpating the Rohillas i 

A. There were other Sums due from Sujah Dowlah, befides that Sum. I fuppofe the Queftion 
means the Stipulation for our AfTiltance in the Rohilla Campaign ; tliat was 40 Lacks of Ru- 
pees. 

Had any Part of thole 46 Lacks of Rupees been paid, in the Lifetime of Sujah Dowlah ? 

A. It is difficult to didinguilh ; the Whole was thrown together. That Sum, and what he owed 
to the Company on other Accounts, was all included in One Account i and he made One Pay- 
ment, upon that Account, of 15 Lacks of Rupees, before his Deaili. 


t'f.. ^ What Sum, do you fuppofe, 
i^^ji^Dowlah's Death ? 

believe 1 have before infori 
5<S*^Jtoks of Rupees. 


remained due of fair Debts to the Company at the Time of 
informed you, as far as I can recollecR, that it was between 40 and 

Q. 'Whether, in the Settlement in the Year 1775, the Nabob did not receive 56 Lacks from 
the Begum ? 


A. I was not there at the Time : I would rather refer to the Record. 


Do you not know that the Elder Begum had a Jaghire that Jhc held by a Sunnud from the 
Mogul, of the Nature you deferibed before, the Ultumgah ? 

A. 1 have heard that Ihc bad : 1 cannot afeertain the Fad. 


Had not the Begum the fame Right to maintain Troops for her Jaghires, as the Nabob had 
to maintain Troops in any Part of his Government ? 

A, That is a Ipcculaiivc Queftion ; I could wilh to be excufed anfwering it : They had the 
fame Right the other Jaghiredars had ; whether that RIglit was equal to the Nabob’s, I cannot fay. 

Q. Was it not as clfcntial to the Eftablilhment of the Jaghires, that the Jaghiredars Ibould main- 
tain Troops within their Diftrids, as that the Nabob fliould maintain Troops within the whole 
Province ? 

A. It was ellcntial to the Collcdion, that they Ihould have a certain Number of Troops-, but 
what N umber was neccllary for the Collcdion, it is impoffible for me to fay. 

Was there any Doubt of their Right to have Troops in their Forts, for the Colledion of their 
Jaghires. Were the Troops fuch as they naturally had upon the Eftatesthey held, or were they 
of any other Defeription ? 

A. At P'yzabad, I underftand, they had a confiderable Number of Troops at the Time we 
went there, befides thofc employed in the Colledion of their ^ghlres. 

Q. But the general Eftablilhment of Troops, which they had upon their Jaghires, was fuch as 
naturally flowed from the Coaftitution of the Jaghires ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q, You have faid that Bahar All Cawn and Jewar Ali Cawn had offended the Nabob ; do you 
not recoiled that the Nabob was continually endeavouring to encroach upon the Jaghires, and 
the Rights of the Begums i ■> 

A, Certainly there was always a very great Contention between the Nabob and the Begum i Ihe 
occafionally complained very much of his fuffering his People to infringe upon her Rights j that was 
One of the great Complaints of the Begum againft the Nabob. 

Q. Do you know, or not, whether that Complaint was well founded ? 

A. I have known an Inftance where the Nabob has not punilhcd his Servants for interfering 
with the Kighu of the Begum. I have heard of Inftanccs which I believed at the Time. 

4 Whether 
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Whctlier it was not the Duty of the Begv>m*s Mtnifters, tooppofc thofe Encroachments ? 

A. r prefume « was their Duty to execute the Charge given to them, in the boft Manner they 
couW. » ^ 

(X Was it to watch over any Encroachments made upon their Eftates, and to complain ? 

I ibould prefume it was. ^ 

Qj^ Whether their Want of Favour with the Nabob* is not referable to that Particular amongft 
others. 

A. That might have been One Caufe, undoubtedly. 

Do you know any other Caufe the Nabob had, to complain of their Behaviour? 

A. I know of nothing more than what I have heard from the Nabob himfelf ; his Complaints 
were general. 

You have faid, that the Nabob frequently complained of the Jaghiredarst whether he has 
not more frequently complained of the Interference of the Englifli, and that the Englifli Gen- 
tlemen caufed great Dillrcfs and Confufion in his Government ? 

A. I have heard of fuch Complaints, certainly ; but I believe my Information is drawn from 
what is now before your Lordlhips, more than from any Complaints the Nabob made to me ; at the 
fame Time I do not mean to fay, that the Nabob has not in tome Inftanccs complained in the Man- 
ner ftated in the Queftion. 

Whether he did not reprefent it, in ncgociating with Mr. Haftings and you about the 
Treaty of Chunar, as an intolerable Burthen, and the Source of all his Diltrcfles ? 

A. I do not rccolleft he did to me j what he did to Mr. Haftings, I cannot fay. 

Did he, or not, in any Converfation with you, complain of the Interference of the EngliO 
in Matters of his Government, as a Grievance to his Country ? 

A. He has made fuch Complaints to me, certainly. 

In the Treaty of Chunar, did he ftipulate that all the EnglKh Gentlemen (hould be 'j|| 
except the Rcfidcnt ? 

A. I believe that was a Stipulation in the Treaty of Chunar. 

Upon what Ground did he proceed to urge that Stipulation ? 

A. I conceive the principal Ground was, to rid himlelt of the Expences of it. 

Upon what Ground did he ftipulate to remove the temporary Brigade, upon the 19th of 
September. 

A. That was upon the fame Ground, I prefume, to get rid of the Expcncc. 

Qi Was it not upon the 19th of September, that you ftated the Rebellion raged moft in his 
Country ? . , 

A. Ic was about that Time. 

Q. Can you account for the Nabob’s ftipulating, that the Britifli Army Ihould be withdrawn 

from his Dominions, at the Time the Rebellion cxifted ? . 1, . t> u ir 

A, I fhould fuppofc his Intention was not to have the Britilh Army removed, till the Rebellion 

was quelled, and the Difturbances of the Country had fubfided. 

Tken the following Paffage of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Haftings, dated 
20th May 1781, was read: 

« I have frequently written to you, that I cannot fubmit to the Authority of the Two Gentle- 
men.” 

Then the following Qi^ftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Qj_ Do you know any thing"* of that Tranfaflion ? 

A. I do not rccollcft ever Iccing the Letter. 

Did you ever hear the Nabob fpcak upon that Subjeft ? 

A. No, I cannot fay I have. ...... r- c 

Q, What Two Gentlemen were there in fuch a Situation as to have afforded that Caufe 

Complaint ? 

A. The Letter itfclf mentions them by Name. 

Q. Do you know the Names or not ? 

^ Certainly, Mr. Briftow and Mr. Middleton. 


Then 
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Then the following Extra£l from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book A, already delivered 
in, was read : / 


“ Letter from Mr. Davy to Nathaniel Middleton Efquire. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am dircflcd by the Governor General to inform you, that the Bearer Holaqs Rate,; Who at- 
tended here by your Orders, has been examined as to the Points on which he could give l^otma- 
tion, and has now received Pcrmiflion to return. 


“ December aid, 1781, 
Benares. 

“ Nath' Middleton Efquire. 


“ I am, Sir, ^ 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W” Davy. 

P. Perf" Trann.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons requefted, that the Examination of the 
Witnefs, relative to Hoolas Roy’s Teftimony, might be read, (a) 

The fame was read by the Clerk, as follows : 

“ Do you know any Reafon, why the Teftimony of Hoolas Roy, who was fent to be examin- 
ed, docs not appear •, do you know of his being fent to be examined ? 

“ A. He was fent — certainly ordered to attend. 

“ Do you know whether he was in fad examined ? 

“ A, I do not. 

“ CL Do you know of any Reafon, or have you heard from Mr. Ilaftings, why he was not in 
fad examined ? 

“ A. I have not.” 

Then the following Ciueftion was put to the Witnefs. 

Whether you ever heard of any Refiftance, or Preparations for Refiftance, in any other 
in that which was called Nabob Gunge.? 

recoiled at tliis Time j if I were to read the Letters, I might fee ; I think, in all Pro- 
ibability, mUt . were other Inftances; I had no Doubt there were other Refiftanccs. 

CL Do you remember any Inftance of adual Refiftance in any other Place, befides Nabob 
Gunge. 

A. Not any adual Refiftance, but only Threats to refift. 

CL What Memory have you of any Preparations to refill, in any other Place but that ? 

A. I have a Recollcdion of having written upon the Subjed at the Time. 

Then a Letter, dated Lpeknow, 27th December 1781, was fiiewn to the Witnefs, 
and he was alked ; 

CL Is that a publick or a private Letter ? 

A. It appears to me a publick Letter. 

Q. Do you call it a publick Letter ? 

A. 1 do. 


Then the following Extract was read, from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book, A, al- 
ready delivered in. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refidcnt at the Court of the Vizier. 

“ Sir, 

“ I was favoured with yours of the ;^d this Morning, and have the Pleafurc to repeat to you 
• SitiBCiig. every Thing* pcrfcdly quiet in this Piirgunnah of Nabob Gunge. 

( Signed at the End ) “ F. Naylor.” 

Then the Witnefs was alked ; 

CL Counfel.) Whether, in a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey, you had this Communication from 
the Begum or her Minifter, — “ If my Jaghirc is touched, trie whole Country (hall go with it:” — 
Have you fuch Remembrance ? 

A. I have, and beg Leave to refer to the Letter itfelf. 

CL Whether you have now any Recolledion of tlic Fad of Hoolas Roy having made any Affi- 
davit, or not ? 

A. I really recoiled nothing at all further about it, than his being ordered down} nor did I 
recoiled, till I liad heard the Letters read from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Davy, any Thing about it. 
I know nothing of his having made it, but what I draw from that Letter. 


CL Did 


(a) Videfupra, Page 731. 



( 745 ) 


Q. Did Hoolas Roy inform you he had made any Affidavit ? 

A. He never did j or I Ihould have remembered it. * 

Did he ever hold any Converfation with you about it ? 

A. I do not recolleC'i he ever did. 

Whether there were Two lefler Zenanas, or only One ? 

A. Only One. 

Whether the Children of Sujah Dowlah, if there were any, refided in tlie Khourd Mahl ? 

A. Certainly. 

0^ Were there any Children of Sujah Dowlah not rcfiding in the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. Yes ; there were many. 

Were there any diftinft Affignments made for thofc Chddren ? 

A. Yes i there were. 

Was that Provifion either for the Children in the Khourd Mahl, or out of it, in any Manner 
under the Controul or Direction of the Begum ? 

A. Certainly not. 

Qi What was that Provifion ?— What was the Provifion for the Children, either within or out 

of the Khourd Mahl ? i 

A. I have mentioned before, that the Provifion for the Women and the Children within the 
Khourd Mahl was about 50,000 Rupees ; for thofc who were out of the Zenana, one was Mirza 
Saadit Ally, he had a Provifion of Three Lacks of Rupees per Annum allowed him for his 

Maintenance. There were leveral others, but I do not recollcdl what their Allowance was ; they 

had fome Allowances always, as I underftand. 

Q. Were thofe Allowances under the Controul of the Britifh Refulent ? 

A. No-, he had nothing to do with them, except Mirza .Sa.idit All •, when he firft came tc^ 
Nabob’s Court, his Allowance was under the Controul of the Refident, the Rcfident hac^^i^^ 
ment of it. 

Q. How long did that continue ? r. l -ru- .. k 

A. A very fhort Time after he went to Benares, the Rcfidcnt ceafed to have any Thing to t. 

with that Allowance for his Maintenance. 


O. In what Year was it he went down to Benares ? 

AT I think it was in 1778 : I think fo. 

Q. After that' Time, had the Rcfidcnt the Controul over the Funds afllgned for the Mainte- 
nance of any Part of the Nabob’s pamily ? • i/l 1 a/i..i.i .i... 

A. It conftituted no Part of the Refident’s official Duty to fuperintcnd the Khourd Mahl, or the 

Maintenance of the younger Branches of the Family. 

Q Did not you underftand it as mere voluntary Humanity, when you 'nt'rff'‘ed to 
pli'iiion .0 Kabob for foci, Allowances , did you make Applicion for . 1 ,. Allowances .o any 

Part of the Family ? 

A. I have occafionally. 

Did you underftand it to be a Part of your Duty, or did you do it from any particular At- 
tention of your own to them ? ■ i> . r nntv 

Not from any Senle of Duty at all ; I did not confider it a I art of my official Duty. 

Q. Had you any Inftruaions from the Government upon that ? „ , 

aT Not particularly, that I recolleft j I believe my Inftruaions, in general, were to pay 
Attention in my Power to every Branch of the Nabob s rami y. 

Then, the following Extraft was read from Book 26, ^ 

Confultation of the 22d June 1780, beginning at Page 524 of the B . 

“ That when the Nabob fliall arrive, I (Mr 
made to the Ladies of the Zenana, and the Children of the late Nabob Oujan 

care that they arc paid {a).” , . , , 

Q, . W.) I unde, Hood you, i™ .he 

Letfer Books, now in Court, were copied at Lucknow, and bound up 

A. There were fome copied at Lucknow, and fome at Calcutta. 

Q. Where were they bound up ? r- « .» 

A. I belie, .hey were p.incipall, bound up a. Ca c« . 

You ftated Yefterday, that the Letters were copied be y 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 461 J alf" Appendix, N» XX. 

9D 
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was that the Cafe with refpeft to all the Books, or only with refpe6l to fomc of them. Were any 
of the Letters copied after the Book wa# bound up? 

A. It is inipofliblc for me to fay whether they were or not ; it is very pofliblc they might have 
been, biu I cannot take upon me to declare, whether they were fo or not. I would wifli again to 
repeat, that I never put thole Books in as complcat Copies of my Correfpondence ; on the con- 
trary, when I prefented them, I mentioned it to be otherwife: When I was called upon by the 
Commons, 1 was frequently able to reconcile the feeming Deficiency in it; but, at the fame Time, 
1 look an Opportunity of remarking, that I fhould not have been furprifed if fuch Deficiency 
appeared ; becaufe I never looked upon them to be compleat Copies of my Correfpondcncc, nor 
do I believe they are fo. 

I want you to explain what you faid Ycfterday. A Book was flicwn you, and it appeared> 
as Itated to us, that the dilTerent Leaves of the Book were not all of an equal Length. You 
fluted, in Aniwer, if 1 recoiled right, and I willi to know whether I do recoiled right, that the 
Kcafon was, becaule the Letters were copied firfl: on Sheets, and bound up in the Book after- 
wards ? 

A. That is the Cafe of a great many letters, I have no Doubt ; they are oopied in feparate 
Sedions of Paper, and afterwards put together. 

CC Can you fay, whether that is the Cafe with refped to the Book marked D ; and whether 
the L.etters in that, were copied before the Book was bound, or copied into the Book after it was 
bound ? 

A. 1 really cannot take upon me to fay, whetlicr they were, or nor. 

CC I iindcrilood you to have faid Ycfterday, that Mr. Haftings’s Anfwcrs to you were all in 
thole Books, to your Knowledge : Is it lb ? 

A. No : Not all : All my publick Corrcfpondence with Mr. Hallings I did fuppofe to be 
in thofe Books, unlcfs, from the fame Caufe, they arc not complete. 

m You fay, not with refped to the private Correfpondcncc, but with refped to publick Cor- 
they are .all in fome of thofe Letter Books in the Court ; then you make an Exception 
with roWjt to Inaccuracies of thofe which are left out. Whether you mean to fay pofitively, or 
ncgativcly^hat all the publick Letters of Mr. Haftings are in fome of thofe Books ? 

A. I have no Doubt that they arc ; but, from the Circumflances I have taken the Liberty of 
Bating to your l.ordfliips, I cannot affirm pofitively, they are ; though, to the befl: of my Belief, 
there is every publick Letter 1 wrote or received, except thofe delivered up, as I Bated formerly. 

Then the Book D was (hewn to the Witnefs. 

Open the Book at Page 114; obferve the different Circumflances in it; firB, the loofc 
Threads that follow Page 1 14, alfo the Catch-word at the End of the. Page 114, and the Letter 
which begins in Page 114, and which has no Ending; I mean, no Ending in the Page bound 
up in that Book ? 

A. Yes: I obferve all thofe. 

Q. Whether under all thofe CircumBanccs any Leaves, have or Iiavc nor, been torn out of that 
Book ? 

A. It certainly appears that they have; I cannot account for the CircumBance; thofe Letters 
are dated juB about the Time of my le.aving Lucknow, and upon Mr. BriBow's coming up there; 
many of thofe that afterwards follow, were Letters written from Calcutta, and received in Calcutta? 

Look at thofe loofe Leaves, and fay when thofe loofc Leaves were put into that Book, when 
they were copied ? 

A. Thole were certainly copied in Calcutta ; I know it from the Hand Writing of the Letters. 

Do you know when they were copied ? 

A. No ; I cannot fay when. 

O. Do you know when they were put into the Book ? 

A. No ; I do not, indeed. 

Q. ( from a Lord,) Do you know the Year when they were copied ; I mean loofe Leaves ? 

A. 1 take it for granted they were copied in the End of 1782. 

But what is the lateB Period you can be pofitivc they were copied ? 

A. It is impoffible for me to fay ; the Date of the laft Letter here is the 24th of November i/Sj* 

(from a Lord.) Were they copied fo late as January lafl ? 

A. No; certainly not. 

Were they copied fo late as January 1787 ? 

A. No; certainly nor. 

Q. As January 1786 ? 

A. No ; certainly not, 

Qi As 
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Q, As January 1785 ? , 

A. I mult rccollcft when I left the Country j they were copied in Calcutta— the loofc Papers 
were all copied in Calcutta. 

T^c laft loofc Papers, as well as the reft, were copied in Calcutta ? 

A. The loofe Papers, as well as the reft, were copied in Calcutta. 

I fpeak of Iqofe Papers only ; afeertain the lateft Period fince which you are fure they have 
not been copied ? 

A. I can only be fure they have not been copied fince I left Calcutta. 

When did you leave Calcutta i 

A. In January 1784. 

Do you know whether they were copied the Year before you left Calcutta, or not ? 

A. It is impoftible they could be, becaufe fome of them arc dated in the End of the Year 1783. 

You fay, the loofe Leaves were copied in Calcutta ; Where were the other Parts of the Books 
ttej^d t whether at Calcutta, Lucknow, or clfewhere — particularly Page 114? 

A. i'liat, I have no Doubt, was copied at Lucknow. 

Do you mean to fay, that when the fame Letter appears by that Book and by the Leaves 
that were added, upon Two l.eaves, namely, the Page 114, which is in the bound Book, and 
upon 115, which is upon the loofe Leaves : Do you mean to fay the fame Letter was Part of 
it copied at Lucknow, and Part of it at Calcutta ? 

A. It certainly does appear fo. 

Q. Do you mean to fay, you fo underftand it ? 

A. I certainly do; for I know this Part of the Letter was copied at Lucknow, and this at 
Calcutta; I know it from the Iland-writing. 

Is it the fame Hand-writing? 

A. No, it is not. 

Can you account, then, why a Part of the fame Letter was copied at Lucknow,*and ano- 
ther Part of the lame Letter copied at Calcutta ? 

A. I have already remarked to your Lordihips, that I cannot account for any Deficiency in the 
Correfpondcnce, further, than that I did not confider it to be a complete Copy of the Correfpond- 
ence •, and 1 never delivered it as fuch. The Copies of thole Letters, I take it for granted, were 
nia.ie under the Diredion, or the Infpedion, of Mr. Johnfon, whole Writer, I obferve, has co- 
pied them. 


Ch Which are thofe ? 

A. The loofe Leaves. 

O. (from a Lord.) You have faid repeatedly, thofe Books were made for your own private Ufc; 
btiiTii lo, have they been in your own Curtody ever fince you have been in England . 

aT I'hcy have been, ever fince I have been in England, in my own Cuftody, till they were taken 
from me by Order of the Houfe of Commons. 

Q. Whether, previous to your coming to England, between theTinicof your leaving Calcutta 
aiul the Time of having received thofe Books, they were in your Cuftody ; or, if not, m whofe 

^ Ar'tLy certainly were not in my Cuftody the whole Time -, they were a confiderablc Part of 
the Time in Mr. Johnfon’s Cuftody. Mr. Johnfon himfelf had Charges preftrred bj 

the Governor General and Council and there are feveral Letters written in ^ok to which it 
was neceftary he Ihould refer ; and for that Purpole the Letter Books were put into his Cuftody 
by me j how long they remained there, I cannot pretend to lay. 

Were they put into his Cuftody by you ? 

A. By me. cv a 

Q, But you fay, ever ftnee you have been in England, they have always been in your Cuftody, 

until they were delivered to the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. Yes. ’ r , ‘ r • u 

Q, Whether you have had prefent Occafion to look at it, or never to have iifcd it ftnee it has 

been in England ? 

A. I have looked at it occafionally. r n. i ^ a 

a Do yon rocollcft .0 have obferved. whelher thofe loofc Leave, wee in, when you firft looked 

" A.' 1 eannot fay I have any pofilive Rceolleflion upon the Subjeft. but I have no Doubt they 
were. 1 
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I nnderdand you to have faid, you do not recolleft having been prcfcnt when the Affidavits 
were iworn to before Sir Elijah Impey ; \5Ut I wifh to afk, Whether you ever did introduce to Sir 
Elijah Impey any of the Perfons who went to make Depofitions or folemn Declarations before him? 

A. At this Dirtance of Time, I cannot take upon me to fay, I might not introduce fome Gentle- 
men that made Affidavits. Myfelf and the reft of the Gentlemen went Twenty Miles to meet Sir 
Elijah Impey ; I introduced to him every Gentleman that was with me at the Time. . 

Whether you ever carried any of them, in order to their making their Affidavits ? 

A. Mod certainly not. 

Who is thePerfon dated in One of the Affidavits to be the Rajah of Gwallior? What is 
his Name, do you know ? 

A. I apprehend it is a Midake. It cannot be Gwallior*, that is at a very confiderablc Didance 
from the Scene of Adlion. That is One of the Forts belonging to the Mahrattas. 

Do you know who is meant by that Name to the Affidavit ? 

A. 1 do not know. 

There is a French Affidavit of One Jean Honore Mordelait, Private of the Company of 
Chadeurs. Then there is an Englifli Tranflation ; but the French fays, * qu’ils fiirent entoures 
‘ peiidans deux Heurcs qu’ils y rederent par environ deux ou irois mille Gens qui les infultercnt 
^ groffieVement, et partieulicrement les accufa * d’avoir aflaffine le Raja de Gualier and, as 
that is tianflated in the Englifli, ‘ particularly accufed them of having affaffinated the Rajah of Gwal- 
‘ lior \(h) do you know who is meant by this ? 

A. I do not know any Place of that Name, but the One I have mentioned. 

Do you know who is meant ? 

A. 1 do not. 

Do you know of fuch a Perfon as the Rajah Mudapha Khan ? 

I have heard of fuch a Perfon. 

Q/^l^^hat Country was he Rajah ? 

A. Il(^as a Rajah, or had been a Rajah, either in Baraitch or Goruckpore*, but in which par- 
ticular Place, I cannot jud now recoiled:. 

Q. In what Country is the Place called Gwallior ? Where is that Place ? In what Country ? 

A. That is in the Mahratta Country. 

Do you know of fuch a Perfon as the Rajah Guggat Sing ? 

A. No, I do not. 

Then the Witnefs’s Letter Book, marked A, was fliewn him, and he was afked. 

Do there appear to be any Leaves torn out at the End of that Book ? 

A. There are loofe Leaves in this as well as in the others. I cannot fay whether there have been 
any torn out, or not. It does not appear to me there have. I mud once for all obferve, it I had 
expeded fo drid an Examination concerning thefe Books, I Ihould mod certainly have taken 
better Means to afeertain the State of them. 

Whether there is not a loofe Thread, which thews fome Leaves taken out ? Docs it fo 
appear to you ? 

A. It is a Matter upon which any Body can judge as well as myfelf: It docs not appear to me 
they have. 

Do you not fuppofe thofc loofe Leaves did form a Part of that Book, and that they have 
either been torn or dropt out ? 

A. They do not appear ever to have been bound up with the Book, as far as my Obfervation 
goes ? 

Look at the Date of the lad Letter in that Book, and the Date of the fird Letter among 
the loofe I. caves. 

A. I have looked at them. 

Q. Do the loofe Leaves appear to be a Continuation of the Correfpondence in the bound Part 
of the Book ? 

A. Yes ; they do. 

Q. Name the Dates : lierc are two of the i9ih of Odober, and then comes one of the 20th of 
the fame Month : What is the Date of the lad Letter bound in the Book ? 

A. The 19th of Odober. 

Q. The next is a Letter of the 19th, and the next the 20th : Is it fo ? 

A. Yes *, it is. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 264, Line 12 from the Bottom, 
(/»] Vide fupra. Page 265, Line 7 from the Bottom. 

^3 
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Q Now look at the Water Mark of this Paper, and the Water Mark of the other; are they 

the lame Paper ? , r ' n * 

A. They are certainly not the lame Paper. 

Then the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Middleton was read, from the 
finic Book, beginning at Page 1 19. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton F.fquiie, Rcfidenc at the Vizier’s Court at Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

The inclofed Letter from the Bow Begum is in reply to yours, which 1 delivered on my Re- 
turn to this Place. 

“ She obferves to me, that her Situation is truly pitiable, her Klfate fcqueftered, her Treakiry 
ranlacked, her Cojahs Prifoners, and her Servants delerting daily from licr for w.mt of Sublillencc, 

I it'lhc has folicitcd the Loan of Money, to fatisfy the Demands of the Company, from every 
I’cifon that flic imagined would or could alTitT; her with any, but tlie Opulent will not lillcn to her 
j\dverrity. She did hope the Wardrobe that was fent to f.ucknow might have fold for at kalt one 
Half of the Company’s Demands on her, but even Jewelry and Gold flic hnds (from woeful Kx- 
Dc'rience) loles its Value the Moment it is known they conic from her. 

‘ “ 'I'lut flie ha.s now folicitcd the Loan of Cafli from Aliiials Ally Cawn, and if flu fails 111 tins 
Application, fhe has no Hopes of ever borrowing a Sum equal to the Demand. 

‘‘ She thanks you kindly for your Fiiendfliip towards her, and liopes you will lay the Copies ot 
thofe original Letters, which I gave you to read, before the Monourab'.c the Governor Gencr.1l and 
Suprcme”Council, to convince them, that the^ Infoim.itioii they itceival rdpeaing any rebellious 
Pnnciples on her Part, at the Time of Clicyt Sing’s, was wicketl arul williout foundation. 

“ The above. Sir, is the Subltaiice of Convcilaiioii, on her Parr, to the urging Arguments 
wliich 1 have ufed to obtain the Balance. 

“ I have the Flonour to be, 

Sir, 

“ Camp, at Fyzabad, Your, &c. &c. 

icjih Oflober 1782. ) 


Martin 

Major Coninundani.’' 


Then the following Qu^eftion was put to the Witnefs : 

tF Where are the Enclofures from Major Gilpin mentioned in that Letter; and how’ come they 

"‘"A.^^ThfEidoti^^ Gilpin were Letters from Colonel Hannay .and Captain Gordon, 

of which I took Copies ; at tins Time I was jult leaving Lucknow; I took Copies and left them 
111 the Office at Lucknow •, the Originals I returned. 

O. Whether, if thofe Enclofures had been copied in that Book, they would not have immediately 

followed the Elace in that Letter Book, inftead of thofc 1. eaves ? c.i., i fbniil 1 in 

A Thole Enclofures were Perfian Letters. It I had made Iranflations of tlirm, I ftould m 
all Probabilicv have let them follow the Letters themfdvcs ; but 1 believe it will not be fount 
IS I Tlflatc o? a Perfian Letter throughout the whole Book ; it was not my Method 

to put them in. 

What were the Copies of the Letters you left at Lucknow, of which you flate you returned 
the Originals ; in wh.tt Language ? 

A. In Perfian, 

Ys’crc the Coi'ies left in Perfi.ut ? 

A. In Peril an 


i H.VC you’ 00, conlhntl, boon ufrd, „kI wo; i. no. yon. m.-. •» <r»n- Wrfion Cor 

-oiulcncc, and tu leave die P.nglifh Copic.s in the Office . 

A. It was not d'C Pradlice ot the Office. 

1 1 !°“ >'■" 

Lordffiips i I do not know. 

(by CoUnfel.) Where is Major Gilpin? 

o. rlTlL™.) By who. Moons . 11,1 yo. un.kr»and .Iw Co«,.-n.s rf .bufc'L«,c,.. 0 , bow 
you to lay them before the Ciomnor >1 . bey were not w General. 1 imaginc.l 

A.b conceivtel I wa, to '>y >'« fmm my Situation at LuckneSw, I 

that was the Intention ; but being removed ju and leaving thofe Copies m the 

.h,H,ghtl fulfilled my_ Duty, Gilpin’s Hands, to be .Idivered to 


Ofiice. 1 believe the Letters were 
the Begum. 


f: 


f). Were 
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Q* Were thofe the Letters you copied in Ferfian ? 

A, Thofe were the Letters I copjed in Peifian. 

Do you mean to fwcar, you had no Tranflation made of thofe Letters ? 

A. I do not remember that I had, and I am pretty certain I had not •, I had not Time for it. 

Then How did you come to the Knowledge of the Contents ? 

A. I undcrfland the Perfian Language enough to read them and underftand them. 

Did you copy them yourfclf in Perfian ? 

A. No, not mylelf. 

Then the ahovcmcntloned Letter, from Major Gilpin to the Witnefs, dated the 
19th of October, was read again. 

Q. {from a Lord). There was a Letter from the Bhow Begum, enclofed together with other 
Letters, which were to vindicate her Conduft refpetSting her Parc of the Rebellion, all to lx; 
tranfmitted to the Governor General and Council ; were the Copies tranfmitted to the Governor 
General and Council ? 

A. No, they were not by me; I was juft at that Time giving up my Situation to Mr, Brh 
ftow at Lucknow j what I did, therefore, was to take Copies and leave them in the Office. 

{from a Lord). Having received fiich an exprefs Rcqiieft from the Bhow Begum, to tranf 
mit them to the Governor and Council, had you not Leifure enough, between the Receipt of them 
and your Departure from Lucknow, to have given l^ireftions to have thofe Copies fent to 
Calcutra ? 

A. There certainly was, if it had occurred to me as immediately necefTary. I took it for 
granted, iny Succeffor would do what was right refpeding the Letters. 

Why did you not, as you yourfclf were going to Calcutta, carry thefe Papers with you ? 

A. It did not occur to me to do it. 

a Lord). I low long was it after the Receipt of this Letter from Major Gilpin, that 
youIoWthe Refident’s Office at Lucknow ? 

A. n:annot fay to a Day ; it was immediately upon it, almoft, 

()^ Was it a Week ? 

a'T In Icfs than a Week. 

Was Mr. Briftow arrived in Lucknow before you left Lucknow ? 

A. Yes, he was. 

CL I long ? 

A. About Two Days. I ftaid there about Two Days after his Arrival. 

CL You have faid, that you knew the Contents of thefe Letters, from the Knowledge you had 
of the Perfian Language ^ did Colonel Ilannay, to your Knowledge, underftand the Perfian 
Language ? 

A. 1 do not know that he could read it; I believe he underftood it when it was read to him. 

(L Lid Major M‘Donald underftand th.e Perfian Language? 

A. I donut know j I rather think he did ; 1 think that he had fomc Knowlcd^je of it. 

CL you fure of that ? 

A. I am not lure. 

CL Lid Captain Williams underftand the Perfian Language ? 

A. I really do not know. 

CL Lid Captain Gordon underftand it ? 

A. Captain Gordon, I believe, did very well. 

Then tlic following Extract of a Letter, from Mr. Haftings to the Witnefs, dated 
Chunar, 15th November 1781, was read. 

“ Rcfpecling the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn with a Force declared 
for the Service of Cheit Sing, the public Invitations ofjewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates uridtr the 
Seal of Cheyt Sing, in the Pofleffion of the Zemindars of Gorookpoor and Baraick, his Letters to 
the Begums or their Minifters, the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Engliffi, I mull: ear* 
neftly recommend it to you to obtain Inch Evidence as can he required refpefting each of thefe 
Points, whether fuch Evidence fhall afccrtain or refute, or qualify their Reality ; and, if it be 
fible, to gain PofTeffion, of the original Letters and Certificates, faid to hav^ been written by Cheyt 
Sing, as abovefaid. 

“ You will be careful to afccrtain the Dates and Places of Facls, and the Names, and Places, 
and Perfons, in the Depofitions taken, that their Evidence may not be defccT:ive or ambiguous 
from the Want of Prccifion. 

0 Rcfpe<51:ing 
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Refpe6ling the Murders faid* faid to have bceij committed at Gopeegunge, I have already sic inOi 
written to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subjed. 

“ I allb fend you the Form of a Caption, or Introdu£tion to each Depolition, of which you 
will be pleaftd to furnilli Copies to each of the Englilh Gentlemen who Hull have Occafion for 
the Ule of them. The Depofitions of the native Witneilcs mull be written in ihe Languages 
which they underftand, and mull be verified on Oath, and figned *, or, it they lhall objc£l to the 
Oath as contraiy to their religious Tenets, tl.ey mult be required to lobldibe luch a folemu" 
\uellation a.s (hall be equivalent to the Sanction of an Oatli, and add your Signatures to it. 

“ I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Waiien i laRings.'’ b*') 


Then the following Qneftion was put to the Witnefs : 

(X Did you not underftand thi<i to be a Dircaion to you, perlbnally to be acquainted with the 

Por'poi i of the Depofition'! then to be taken ? i i 

A. No, 1 did not underftand it in tliac b'.xtent, certainly; 1 undeillood it only as a general In- 

ftruftion. 

O Wtioh your Anfwer a little. The Words arc-“ You will be careful to afcert.tin tlic D.itca 
» Sd Places of Fads, and tlie Names, and Places, and Peifoiis in the Depohiions taken, that 
« their Evidence may not be defective or ambiiuious, from the Want of Precilion. — Upon read- 
in^r that aaain, do you, or nor, underftand the Duty put upon you was, to Ice that the leveral 
IVnofitioiTs that were to lie taken under that Authority, Ihoukl be exad in all thole I oints i ^ 

A It is more panicularlv worded, certainly, than I lutheito beiore underllood it. I unt er- 
(loVd it onlv as a oeneral InUrudion for tlie I'orm of the Aflidavits that were to oe t.-iken •. and 
havincr communiexued it to Colonel Ilannay, who was the Commanding Oiheer ot all the OcnOti 
men dust were to depole, I tlioughi I had fuli.iieJ the Line oi my Duty 

Q. Do you know, upon your lurcher Rccolkaion, or wifti to have it underllood, tha^^ih^hole 
rsf^uir Lirv W's Dcrlormud, by only communicating the Letter to Colonel Ilannay i 

A cmaLy'w 111 your I.ordlhips to underftand ir. I wi(h to give you every Intorm.iiion l am 
ca able of gwilg 1 1 hive informed ‘you, to the bell of my Recoiled, on and Knowledoe, what 1 did 
if I have failed in my Duty, 1 am in the Judgment of your Lordlliips. 

O (from a Lord). There is another Part of the Letter which fays ; » The n<-pofi''onsof the Native 

and add your Signatures to It. Now, t i. rhrou'di the Communication of Colonel 

language, fo as to read it, ow ^t d you c Names to ? 

Hannay, that any one of thole WitiKllc , , j jpmn.iy for his Inftrueftions, 1 did not 

knt :\;ettI:rNar3™^^^ c'; make their Depofitions upon tlmSub.d. ^ 

JlteTiXiSS'S 

or had heard before, that any Natives made Depofitions. , -e, 

(., Y.., faiJ ,o„ was »W. Sir El.j.h impe, a. .he T,» "“"kddil 

.Seven Natives did not make Depofitions upon ne a j io„oraiit of thole Seven Natives having 
own Depolition upon the aytl- November Were you i^nora 

“1' e-ra^rr S? EiinSFr-'CSl-nJed .n di.T«ee. Houfes. he rccei.d his V 

witliotit my Knowledge, or iny Introdudion. 

O, Did you know nothing of this going c„, only =«e„. r.inrly .ha. n»k yon, 


own 




davit ? 


At tlic fame Time, 


A. I knew that Colonel Hannay and his Impey. 

■ : : 'nir - - - - - - - 

your Affidavit ? , i j - 1 

A. I do not recoiled whether he did or n . Aftidivits ' 

As to the Natives, you know noilur.g of it ? 

A. No, I do not. ~ 


(„) Vide fnpra, Wfie 630. 


Q. You 
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You did not know, at the Time SirlElijah Impey was at Lucknow, that any Natives had 
made Affidavits ? 

A. I cannot fay I pofi lively knew it ; I might have heard of it. I really cannot fay I poQ. 
lively knew it, that any Native had made an Affidavit before Sir Llijah Impey. 

Whether, in the Execution of other Parts of your Inftruftions, you did not do the mate- 
rial Bufinefs yourfclf ? I mean, whether, when you was inftruded in other Points, you left it to 
Colonel Hannay, or any other Perfon ? 

A. I have occafionally left other Parts of my Duty to another Perfon, to my Affiftant, mod 
certainly. 

Whether, in executing thofe Parts of your In(lru6lions that related to the Refumption of the 
Jnghires, and the Seizure of the Begums IVeafurc, you executed them yourielf, or left them to 
any other Ikrfon ? 

A. As far as appears before your Lordflfips, I certainly executed them myfelf in Perfon ; I did 
not cnciud them to any Body elfe. 

{Ly a Man n;i[cr,) You have faid, the Originals were font to you, and that you made Prr- 
fian Copus of them, and left them in your Office-, whether that was the Cultom of your 
Office ever to lake a IVrfian Copy 0 i a Perfian Letter, or whether it was not the invariable 
Courfe to have a Tranllatc of all the Perfian Corrcfpondence, and to enter the Engliffi Copy > 
A. It was not the invariable Cuftom of my Office, and I believe it was a Cuftom ufed in very 
few Inrtances itidml. From the Number of Perfian Letters the Kefidcnt received, it was impof- 
fible he could tranflute tliem. Such as were of Confequcnce, and neceflary to fend down to 
the Governor Cieneral and Council M Calcutta, were occafionally tranflated. 

Whether all the Letters that were thought of Confequence enough to be tranfmitted to 
ta^tta, were not invariably tranflated, to be ih tranfmitted ? 

believe the Pradice was both Ways*, occafionally a Perfian Copy, and occafionally a 
Lranlia^i^was fent : I'hc Cuftom, in cither Caie, was not invariable. 

If cither of thofe Two Modes were purfued, whether your leaving Copies in the Office 
woultl not have led your SuccefTur to have imagined they had been tranfmitted to Calcutta? 

A. Moft likely not, as he would have perceived, from the Publick Corrcfpondence, there was 
no Mention of their having been fo fent to Calcutta. 

Will you pofitively fwear, that Mr. Gilpin did not bring you Englifl'i Copies with thofe ori- 
ginal Letters from the Begums? 

A. 1 am as pofitive as I can be to any Clrcumftance, at this Diftance of Time: Major Gilpin 
is in London at this Time, and 1 wifli him to be afleed. As far as my own Memory goes, moft 
undoubtedly he did not. 

Whether the original Perfian Letters were brought to you only by Major Gilpin from the 
J^how Begum ? 

A. 'I'o the beft of my Memory, only the Originals. 

In a Letter from the Bhow Begum to Mr. Briftow, (lie fays, “ the Letters of Thanks 
‘‘ 1 received from both thefe Gentlemen, are ft ill in my Pofleflion Copies of which I gave 

in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr, Middleton, that he might forward them 

to the Governor General, To be brief, thole wlio have loaded me with Acculations, are 
“ now dearly ronvided of Falfchood. But is it not extraordinary that, notwithftandir.g the 
“ Juftnds ot my Caule, Nobody relieves my Misfortunes. Why did Major Ciilpin return with- 
outLfled?’’ — Upon what Ground was it, that, Four or Five Days afterwards, the Begum 
fliould write to Mr. Briftow in the Manner file did? How do you underftand that Fxprellion 
of the Begum’s — ‘‘ Why did Major Gilpin return without Ffted r” 

A. It is impoffible I can give any Conftriidion to it. 1 wilh, for my Sati^fadion, as my Tel- 
timony kerns to be doubted, Major Gilpin himfelfmay be alked, wlicther he brought Copies or nor. 

Whether, to the beft of your Remembrance and Belief, you declare tlie Book D, to be now 

in the fame State in which you received it from the Bookbinder at Calcutta ? 

A. 'I'o the beft ot my Bdiet it is.. But 1 mult (till beg an Allowance for what I have already 
dated : I'o the beft or my Belief, they are in the lame State as I received them from the Book- 
birAler m Calcutta, with the Addition of thde Leaves afterwards. 

Did you ever receive a Book fiom the Bookbinder in that mutilated State, with a great 
Number ot loole Strings to which no Leaves were attached ? 

A. It will be neceffary for me to look at fuch Books as I may have received from the Book- 
binders, before I can aiifwer that Queftion. 

But it, inftead of being intire and perfed, a Bookbinder had fent you a Book, a broken Book, 
and Strings out ot it, would it not have occurred to you to have obferved upon the Circumftancc ? 
A. Moft ccitainly it would. 

evDy 
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Did you obferw anj fuch Circumdancc when this Book was fo delivered ? 
A. I caiwot fay I did : 1 he Bookbinders irt that Countiy and in this arc u. 


A 

Footing, 


upon a very different 

Q. But if a Bookbinder in that Country had lent you a Book with loofe Threads (landing out 
and Part ot the Contents pt it, would you not have thought it a very ffovenlv Thin,, ’ 

A. Certainly. ' ^ 

Did any fuch Thing ftrikCyou, when thefe Books were received ? 

A No : I cannot fay it did j but thefe Strings may have been left for Letters to be fubfeouenilv 
copied I cannot pretend to fay, as I already informed your Lordibips > I cannot give any account 
of the State at thofe Books farther than I have already done. ® ^ 

You ftated, in a former Part of your Evidence, that you left your official Correfpondcnce 
at Lucknow in a complete State, and that you took not complete, but partial Copies of that 
Correfpondcnce for your own Ufe. One Part of the Letter is copied at Lucknow, and the other 
Part at Calcutta ; What I wiffi to a(k is, by what Means they had, at Calcutw, a Copy, from 
which to make a Tranfeript of that Part of the Letter which was copied at Calcutt.i, in the Book 
D, on the loofe Leaves 

A. It muft have been in the Book, no Doubt. 

Q. In the Book itfelf ? 

A. In the Book itfelf. 

Then it muft have been torn out ? 

A. I (uppofe fo : 1 cannot account, by any Circumftance, in what Manner it has been torn out, oi 
in what Manner thofe loofe Leaves have been fupplied. ’ 

But I underftand you to fay, as to the Letter, which is now in Two different Sli.ipes, that 
the Remainder muft have been copied from a Letter that exifted in tlie Book ? ’ 

A. I fuppofc it muft have been in the Book. 


>rdg^0^he 


Can you give any Account of that Letter having been torn out of the Book, in or^ 
tranlcribed upon the loofe Leaves ? t 

A. I cannot : 1 can only declare moft pofitively, it was not torn out by me, or with my Know- 
ledge, or by any Body with my Confent. The Book, as I before obferved to your Lordffiips, 
was fome Time in the Cuftody of Mr. Jonnfon and his Writers, in Calcutta. — I will farther 
inform your Lordihips, I moft firmly believe, thofe Books contain all the publick Letters that 
were ever written upon that Subjed. Notwithftanding the State in which they appear, I believe 
tlicre is no publick Letter whatever deftroyed : that is my Belief. 

Q. Do you make that Declaration upon a careful and accurate Perufal of the whole Correfpond- 
cnce, or upon what other Ground ? 

A. Upon my own Belief founded upon this, that I cannot aflign any Motive for the Deftrudion 
of any one of thofe Letters. 

Did you, upon your Arrival at Calcutta, communicate, either to the Council, or the Go- 
vernor General, the Subftance or Contents of the Letters which came from the Bow Begum, that 
were tranfmitted to you by Major Gilpin f 

A. I do not recoiled that I did. 

Q. What Inducement had you for fupprcffing from the Knowledge of the Governor General 
and Council, that which the Bow Begum confidcred as fo material to her Defence and Jullification ? 

A. I had no Inducement or Motive whatever. When I delivered up my Office at Lucknow, I 
confidered it as the Duty of my Succeffor, Mr. Briftow, to deliver thole Letters, and make what 
Ufe of them he thought proper. 

In a Letter, dated December 6th 1781, do you remember the Words « the Mcafure hereto- 
fore propofed will foon follow the Refumption of the Jaghires”— Do you remember that Paflage in 
the Letter? 

A. I do. 

Qi What did you underftand was the Meafure heretofore propofed ? 

A. The feizing of the Begum’s Treafurcs. 

What do yofl underftand by, “ heretofore was it prior orfubfequent to the Treaty ol 
Chunar ? 

A. Long after the Conclufion of the Treaty of Chunar. 

Q, How do you underftand, that in a Letter of yours, of the 6thof December, in Anfwer to the 
Communication made to you, by Sir Elijah Impey, I’ y!’" ^ ' Words, ‘‘ die Me^^^ 

heretofore propoled,” and that « heretofore” being neccffanly prior to the Date of the Order, com- 
municated by ^r Elijah Impey. it could be long fubfequent to the treaty of Chunar ? 

A. The Treaty of Chunar was concluded the i 9 th^of September, and this was in 
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^ Repeating thofe Orders fo received, and mentioning this particular Meafure, under the D 
fcription of a Meafure heretofore prqpofed j how can you ftate it to have been long fubfequent 

the Treaty of Chunar ? What do you mean by the Words, “ long fubfequent to the Treatv 'f 
Chunar ?” ^ 7 ot 

A. I mean feme Months. 

Q. By, the Meafure heretofore propofed, am I to underftand you had any Knowledge of the 
Meafure of feizing the Treafurcs, previous to the Communication made by Sir Elijah Irapey ? 

A. Not from Mr. Haftings, certainly. I have obferved, in my former Examination upon this 
Subjeft, that I recoiled having a Converfation with the Vizier, or his Minifter, or both, unon tK- 
Subjedt j but from Mr. Haitings I certainly had not. ^ 

Then you mean, heretofore propofed by the Nabob, or any other Perfon ? 

A. I refer it to the Propofition of the Nabob. 

You ftated, that the Nabob had repeatedly declared to you the Nabob’s Opinion of his Right 
to take the Begum’s Treafures ; did the Nabob ground his Opinion of this Right upon any Cir. 

cumftances of the Begum’s fuppofed Rebellion to him the Nabob? ^ 

A. He did not plead that as the Foundation of his Right j but that it was his Right by the Laws 
and Cuftoms of the Country. 

Q. {ly the Managers.) If it was iifual for the Princes of Indoftan to demand of the jageedars 
the Overplus of the Protluce of the jagheerdary beyond the Rent at which they were granted ? 

A. I believe it is not ufual. 


Whether you recoiled any Inftance of it, and what ? 

A. 1 have fome Recolledion of the Nabob’s making a Claim of that Sort upon Fyzoolla Cawn. 

Q. Was that Claim upon Fyzoolla Cawn a total Refumption of the Whole, or only of the Sur- 
plus of the Produce beyond the Rent at which it was granted ? 

.A. I believe the Nabob’s Wifh was to refume the whole Jaghire, and to have allowed Fyzoolla 
l ^n the Amount for which it was originally granted in Money. 

q^l^ither the Perfons who copied the Letters, or the loofe Papc;rs in the Books, are now in 
England 7 

A. 1 believe not they will be found to be copied in Four or Five different Hand-writings : 
Some were copied by the Natives of the Country 5 the others by the Black Portuguefe. I do not 
know that either of them are in England. 


Q. Is Mr. Johnfon in England ? 
A. No. 


Q. You faid, if you had known you fhould have been examined fo ftridly upon this Point, you 
would have endeavoured to have got better Information upon the Subjed. What better Informa- 
tion could you now get upon it ? 

A. I believe my Anfwer has been miftaken j my Obfervation upon it, and my Meaning was, 
that if I had expeded fo ftrid an Examination of the Papers, I fliould have taken care they Ihould 
have been in a State more proper for your Lordlhips Infpedion. 

You have ftated, that the Nabob claimed a Right to the Treafures in the Pofleffion of the 
Begums ; whether, after the Treaty in 1775, the Begum was underftood to have obtained a perfed 
Right to thofe Treafures when Ihe had given up Fifty-fix Lacks to her Son ? 

A. Certainly : Ihc underftood herlelf to have a perfed Right to them, as they were guaranteed 
to her by her Agreement between the Nabob and the Englifli. 

Was that perfed Right allowed by the Nabob ? 

A. I cannot fay it was entirely ; he certainly would have taken her Treafures from her, or fome 
Part of them at leaft, if he had not conceived we fhould have prevented him ; that was my Opinion 
of his Difpofition. 

Then, the Nabob had never renounced his Claim to his Treafures ? 

A. He certainly renounced them by his Agreement with the Begum. 

Whether when it is ftated, that the Begum had a Right to all the Effeds in the Zenana, that 
extended to all the Effeds there, Treafurcs, and others, or only to her perfonal Effeds > 

A. To the Nabob’s publick Treafure, which I underftood to be in the Zenana. 

Was her Right then eftablifhed upon the Treaty of September 1775 > 

A. Yes, it was. 

You have ftated, that a certain Perfon at Calcutta copied the loofe Leaves that arc now in 
Court; if he copied them, he muft have copied them from fomething; from what did he copy 
thofe loofe Leaves ? Did you mean to fay, that the Perfon who copied the loofe Papers, muft 
have copied it from a Leaf in the Book at the Time he took the Copy ? 

A. I fhould fuppofe it could be no otherwife. 

•4 Q.K 
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Q. If all thofc Letters, now copied uoon the loofe I mum i 

thcBook compleat, why did you caufc tEat Copy to be madc'uDon*thl\!w-^t”’' the Book, and 
a Copy of the loofe Leaves to be made ? ^ i yo« caulb 

A. I do not recolltft I did : the Letters are. bv their Date? I i • i 
arrived in Calcutta. ^ ^ ot wrote after ! 


^ Un*rt.„d you r.id th» Book fo, Ufc, i. „o. you .ho c»fol .h.. B«.k ,o 
A. Certainly, I gave Direftions for it to be copied. 


Q. 

A. 


Did you, or did you not, give any fpecial Direftions for thofc 
I do not rccolleft that I did give any fpccial DireSions about it. 


loofe Leaves to be copied f 


(3b Who was the Perfon that copied them, do you know the Hand ? 

A. They arc in T wo different Hands, Two Black Portuguefe Writers. 

Who did thofe Writers belong to, in whofe Service ? 

A. The one was in Mr. Johnfon’s, the other in my Pay, at Calcutta. 

What are the Names of thofe Perfons ? 

A. I cannot recoiled their Names at this Time. 


Are they in England ? 
A. No, certainly not. 


C^(h How foon after you received the Orders of the Houfe of Commons, for the 

Produftion or thofe Books, did you comply with that Order ? 

A. The next Day, to the beft of my Recolledlion. 

Whether, at any Time fince you left Calcutta, you have, dircftly or indireftly, altercj 
procured to be altered, or permitted or known of any Alteration being made, in amtilCinef 
whatever, in it ? 

A. No, certainly not. 


Q:. Have you known of any Alteration, fince you left Calcutta? 
A. No. 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mortis, 10° Maij 1788 . 



ining 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would now proceed 
very fliortly to Ihew, that whatever the Circumftances of the Danger might have been 
pretended to be in the Dominions of Oude, before the Time of hgning the Treaty of 
Chunar, yet, after that Time, and after the Seizure of the Treafures was determined 
upon, no State Neceflity whatfoever exifted, upon which the Defendant could prcten?« 
to juftify that Meafure. 

Read, the following Exti’aft from the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, 
at Page 52 of the fame. 

Num. 4 . B. 

“ Copy of a Letter iirom the Governor General to Colonel Muir •, dated Chunar, the loth of 

September 1781. 

“ To Colonel Muir. 

Sir 

« I have lately fent you Difpatches in Duplicate, containing Inftruaions and full Powers for 
neeociatine and concluding a Treaty of Peace with Mahdajee Scindia, either for himlelf fcparately, 
or^with a Refervation in favour of the Pcaftiwa, in cafe it fhould be agreed to ^ ^ 

in the Treaty. I have fince received Iiftelligence that one of my Difpatches has ^en 
and it is not unlikely that the other may meet with the fame hate. I have alio fent a fccond Letter, 

Tf the famr^ubilancewith the firft, bui without Credentials, ‘ ' Pf "/XS/ S 
a more fafe Conveyance, I now fend you a Duplicate of my kit Letter of Inllrudions, together 

with a more full and regular Commiflion than it was before in ^"TJe one which you 

.. I h.d-rcM.y .hi Plc.ru, e i 4 fall':, il ,h "ill! 

oTS". 'ImurPc^r “u »ill grei sSfSior 1 ubfavc. (L ,hc Dcpuu.»n .,f Ch.mnajcc 

dkati: gStiorfo 

ment beyond the Boundar cs of his Domin^^^^^^^ for the Continuance of the Dcuchmcnt after 

Pe;ct^rcrcacd:t^;^^^^ in the fmallca Degree dilhonourable in agreeing 

‘‘’«®The Objefts of its. Equipment of ^h^MinXrs'of tKan"waT aSd 

other Side of India, or to withdraw him ‘h^ Aiimnc^^ 

thefc Objefts having been cfTcftcd, . crefent Dominions^of the King, nor thofe of 

“ We arc under no Engagements “ i3 betwixt Mahdajee Sindia and us, 

Nudjiff Khan and the Rajah of Jaynagor , a • into Execution any Plans which he may 

Wo no, dette .h., he Ihoold he ' "'g,;"? ™ A, .0" o.^ you .g,inft iofcKing 

have formed againlt them ; at the fame > either oiir Knowledge of his Views or Con- 
any Thing in the Treaty which may s y ci-(jja ought to be fatisfied with the Latitude 
currence in them. It will be fufficientTor us „„oachments on our own Terri- 

tones 


currence in them, 
implied in i 


-•‘-S Bincroacbmentsonour 
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torics and thofe of our Allies, the Nabob Vizeer, the Ranah of Ghodc, and Futteh Sing Guycwar: 
For thcfc, an exprefs Provifion muft be made. He muft in direft Terms engage, that lie will 
never invade, or in any rcfpcft moled them, as we will in the fame Manner dipulate with rcfpcft to 
his Territories. In my Letter of the 29th ultimo,' I indrufted you to obtain the Redoration of 
the Chundery Rajah, and to fccure the intcreds of the Rajah of Nurwar, and any other Chiefs 
who have been aftivc in our Caufe. This Subjeft I mud now leave to your Difcrction, as it is not in 
my Power to fend you fuch explicit Indruftions as I could have wiihed, not having Accels at prefent 
to your and Colonel Camac’s Letters, which point out the Nature and Extent of our Conneilions 
with each of thefe Rajahs, and the Claims which their pad Services may have given them to our 
Proteftion. In difeuding their Intereds, we muR make a Diftindion betwixt aftual and implied 
Engagements. No adual Engagements whatever exid between us and any of thefe Rajahs : Such 
of them however as have taken an adivc Part in our Caufe, are entitled to fome Degree of Con- 
dderation. You who arc on the Spot can bed judge of their fcvcral Merits, and will attend 
to them, as far as you may be able, without hindering the more important Objeds of our Nego- 
ciations. 

” It feems probable, that few Difficulties will arife in fettling a feparate Treaty with Mahdajee 
Sindia *, and this is the Objed which 1 have principally at Heart. Let it not be impeded or re- 
tarded by the Obdacles which may occur in adjuding the more complicated Matters remaining in 
Difpute betwixt us and the Peafhwa. A Peace with the one mud foon produce a Peace with the 
other. Let an Opening be left for it in the Treaty with Sindia, on the Terms I have mentioned j 
and though thefe Terms comprehend in our Favour every Objed which we could dcfire, yet they 
are, on the Whole, fo advantitgeous to the Peafhwa, that I think his Miniders will acquiefee in 
them, rather than continue a precarious and expenfive War, deprived of the Support and Affidance 
of Mahdajee Sindia. 

“ It will be neceflary to dipulate, that in cafe they diall not accede to the propofed Terms of 
Peace, Mahdajee Sindia diall not, diredly or indircdly, affid them, or fufFcr any of his Tributa- 
ries or Subjeds to aflid them, with Men, or Money, or Arms, or any other Means of carrying on 
War againd us. 

^^^^is mud be either exprefsly dipulatcd, or fo clearly and drongly implied, that no Doubt lhall 
remaun^arding it. 

“ In the Event of a Peace being fettled with the Peafhwa, it will perhaps be thought proper to 
recall General Goddard’s Detachment, and their bed Route lies through Mahd.ijce Sindia’s Terri- 
tories. With a View to fuch an Event, you will dipulate with Mahdajee Sindia, that he lhall 
allow them a free PafTage, and affid them in procuring Provifions and other Neceifaries on the 
Road. 

« I cnclofc a I.ctter which I have written to Sindia, informing him of the Powers which I have 
delegated to you, and defire that you will urge him to an immediate Decifion on the Propofitions 
which you have to make to him. Inform him, that any Delay or Evadon on his Parr, may preclude 
an Accommodation for ever •, and that by your Anfwers I lhall be regulated in entering into another 
Plan of Connexions, which will not only prove an infuperable Bar to the Views he has at prefent 
formed on the Northern Provinces, but draw fuch a powc/ful Attack on his own Territories as 
mud infallibly end in his Expulfion and Ruin. 

‘‘ If after the Conclufion and Execution of the feparate Treaty with Mahdajee Sindia, he Ihould 
defire to promote a Peace between us and the Peafhwa, I will appoint a Perfon with full Powers to 
neguciatc the fame, through the Channel of his IntroduXion and Mediation. 

“ I am, &c. 

Warren Hadings.” (a) 


Read, alfo, the following Extrad from the faid Appendix, beginning at Page 13. 

“ Nvm. I. F. 

“ Second Minute of the Governor General, containing hU Anfwers to poffible ObjeXions to 
be made againd the feveral Parcs of his Agreement with the Vizeer. 


“ To the fird Article it may be objefted 5 
“ adly. That the internal Safety of the Na- 
bob Vizeer’s Dominions will not admit of our 
immediately withdrawing our Officers from his 
Service.” (^) 


“ 2dly, This is not our Concern, if the Nabob, 
whofe it is, affirms the contrary ; and though it 
may eventually afleX us, we Ihould be lefs liable 
to fuffer by a remote Contingency, than by the 
immediate Privation or DHfipation of our own 
Troops, employed in Anticipation of poffible 
Evils aflfeXing us through him, while our own 
Exigencies immediately demanded their Exer- 
tions. But in Truth, I much fufpeX the Po- 


{aj Vide fupra. Page 176. 


(i) Vide fupra, Page 144. 
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feeVof «cuftomed to the 

lales ot hottik Preparations and impending In- 

vaftons agamft all the Evidence Sf poht.c/l 
Probabiky, to regard them as oth^r tharPhan- 
toms ratfed for the Purpole ot pe, petuatina w 
multiplying Commands. Who the Invaders 
of tlie Doaub and Rohilcond ? Not the Ma- 
rattahs ; they arc fully occupied in the Defence 
of their own ferritorics : Not the Sicks i they 
are engaged with Nudjiff Khan in an unequal 
War: And Nudjiff Khan, with foreign Con- 
c«ns, with domeftic Intrigues, and the Habits 
Of late-acquired Sloth, and an unwieldy, uii- 
paid, and licentious Army, can have little Lei- 
lure or Inclination to embroil himfelf in new 
Difficuloes by a War with theVizeer and the 

iiangliift. (a) 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next read a 
Letter, to prove the Time when Mr. HalHngs became acquainted with the Succefs of 
the Englifh Arms in the Carnatic. 


Read, from Book B, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton 
to the Governor General, dated the 28th of Oftober 1781. 


“ To the Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 



“ Sir, 

“ I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter under Date the J4th inftai^inrlofinn 
Extraft of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General and Council, communicating to 
you the firft Intelligence of a complete Viflory obtained by the Honourable Company’s Arms, undci 
the Conduft of General Sir Eyre Cootc, over Hyder Ally Cawn, and an Addrefs to the Nabob 
Vizier on that Subjed.— Permit me, Sir, to congratulate you on this happy Effed of the Meafurei 
of your Adminiftration againft the molt powerful Oppofition we have yet had to encounter in 
Hindoftan, which cannot fail to promote our Credit and Influence in the publick Opinion, and 
tc ellablilh the Reputation of our military Charader on the moll folid and permanent Bafis. 

“ 1 immediately waited on the Nabob with your Letter, who expreffed much Satisfadion at the 
joyful Intelligence it conveyed, and diredly announced it to his Subjeds by the moll publick 
Proclamation in his Durbar, and a Difcharge of his Cannon, which was alfo followed with a Royal 
Salute from the Guns of the Honourable Company’s Regiment ftationed at Lucknow j and 1 have 
further taken care to make it properly known to all the native Powers with whom I have any Cor- 
refpondencc. 

“ Inclofed I have the Pleafure to forward you his Excellency’s Congratulation on this fortunate 
Occafion ■, and am, with the greatell Refped, 

« Sir, 

“ Lucknow, Yours, &c. &c. 

the 28th Odober 1781. (Signed) Nathaniel Middleton.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they had now concluded 
this Head of the Evidence, and fhould next proceed to fliew the Situation in which 
the Nabob Vizier (food, with refpe6t to the Britidi Government in India They ob- 
ferved, it was alleged in the Charge, that the Nabob of Oude was in Subftance and 
Effect, as well as in general Repute and Eftimation, dependant upon and under the 
Controul of the Governor General : {b ) — ^That this Allegation was politively denied 
by the Defendant, (c)— and therefore they Ihould now produce Evidence to prove the 
ahjeft State the Nabob was in to the Government, and his unifonu Submiflion to the 
Will of the Governor General. 

Read, the following Extraft from Mr. Haftings’s Defence at the Bar of the Houfe 
of Commons, beginning at Page a 1 1 of the fame. 


f<i) Vide fupra, Page 144. 

\h\ Vide printed Copy of the Articles of Charge, Page lO. 

(c) Vide printed Copy of the Anfwcr to the Articles of Charge, Page 14. 

8 
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•* Charge the Fourth, • ' < 

‘‘PRINCESSES of OUDE. ^ 

“ It is certainly not true* that the Nabob of Oude was ever under the Coytroul of the Bengal 
Government, in the Extent ftated in this Charge. That the Refidcnt, who reprefented the Council 
General, had an Influence at his Court, cannot be difputed ; but it is notorious that the Ads of the 
Nabob’s Government were, on various Occafions, remonftrated againft, and ineffcdually ^poft^d 
by the Refidcnt, as may be feen by the publick Correfpondcncc of Mcflrs. Middleton and Bnftoyr. 
It cannot, therefore, be admitted, that “ the Englifh Name and Charadler were concerned in every 
“ Ad of his Government, or in any hot authorized by them.” 

“ Allowing it to be true, that the Country of Oude was in a flourifhing State||)cforc qur Inter- 
ference, furely I cannot be chargeable with the Evils refuhing from the Syltem we eftablifhed, fince 
I gave all the Oppofition I could to the firft Introdudion of it. .1 he Syftem w^as undoqptcdly 
very defedive, and generally prejudicial to the Nabob’s Affairs, inafmuch, as it neceffafily eftib- 
lifhed a Degree of Interference in his Government, undefined by any prccife Rule ; ^hich^ how- 
ever difcreetly ufed, would not fail to weaken his Authority, and in many Cafes to be produdiveof 
all the Evils confequent on a divided Government.” (a) 

Read, the following Extrad from the Paper called, “ The Second Defence ^ begin- 
ning at Page i of the fame. 

“ The Nabob of Oude, by the Privation of a confiderablc Part of his Patrimonial Eftate, and 
the Enlargement of his Subfidy, was reduced to great and very early Diftrefs. This I repeatedly 
predided at the Time, that the Majority which conftituted the efficient Government of Bengal in 
1775 forced from the Nabob thofc Conditions of the Treaty concluded with him. From the fame 
^ufes his Army, which was enormous, became difaffeded, refradory, and mutinous, fo as at 
Hk^s to endanger his Perfon ; bccaufc he had not the Means of paying their growing Arrears, nor 
o^TO^|cmg the Evil by dilbanding them. This threw him of courfc on the Englifh Power for his 
Protcdiofy and fo far only was he dependent on it.” (^) ^ 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next fliew Mr. 
Haftings's own Account of the Origin and Progrefs of the Njfibob's Vaffalagc, which 
they would fubftantiate afterwards by fubfequent Evidence. 

Read, from Book 84, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the 29th September 1783, loginning at Page 282 of the fame Book. 

‘‘ Fort William, a9th September 1783. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident •, 

John Maepherfon, 
and 

John Stables, 

Edward Whcler Efquire, 

“ The Governor General delivered in the following Minute, containing his Obrerv.itions on Mr. 
Briftow’s Letter and Defence. 

“ The Means by which our Government acquired this Influence, and its Right to excrcifc it, 
will require a previous Explanation : Both originated in our Connexion with the Nabob Siiji 
Dowla. I found him a Dependant on the Company, or rather on the Commander in Chief of the 
Army. Under the Authority of the Council of which I was the Prcfident, in the Year 1773, 1 
concluded a Treaty with him, which left him optionally free, but virtually dependant on our 
GovernmciH, by the reciprocal Obligations of it, which on our Part confifted in Military Affift- 
ance whenever he demanded it ; and on his, the Payment of a fixed Monthly Subfidy for the Ex- 
pcnces attending it. He remained the abfolute Sovereign of his own Dominions j and whenever he 
found the Prefcncc of our Army, or the Afccndant of our Alliance, too powcriful for his Eafc or 
Dignity, he might free himfelf from both, by the Difmiffion of the former. But the Ncccffity of his 
Affairs rendered it unfafe or inconvenient to part with it, as was evinced by the Experiment of a few 
Months, in which the Army was remanded to our Frontier, and again recalled for his Service*, and 
thus its Attachment to him, and the Kind of Tribute which he paid for the Ufe of it, were reodered 

f )ermancnt, but in fuch a Mode, as conduced to his intcreft and Safety, without a Diminution of Per* 
bnal Confcqucnce. He was himfelf the Inflrument of forming this Relation *, he felt the Advji^tagcs 
of \i\ he experienced iHHhing humiliating in the Superiority of the Part affighcd to our Government 
in it I and in the (hort Intervd which followed the Conftruftion of it, Two rich and extenfive Members 
were added to his Paternal Dominions, bcfidcs that which he acquired with it. Let me add, without 


^Efquircs. 
up the Country. 


(fl) Vide fupra, Page 413* (^) Vide fupra, Page 362. 
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the Imputation of afluming too much Self confcquencc, that my perfonal Behaviour to him-^vas un- 
variably marked by a fludicd Rcfpert. In public, I addreflcd him as my acknowledged Superior •, in 
prif ate, fOT (inly one Pc. Ion was ever privy to our Conferences^! made my Demands in firm bur decent 
Language ; exafted his Compliance, by (taring the Grounds of our mutual Neccillties, withou! either 
Concealment or Exaggeration; andobtained^ with hischearful and mod willing Concefiton, the beft 
Accclliott<>f a new Dominion, a Portion of the Wealth of a valuable and remote Territory, without 
the Burthen of its Adminiftraiion. He parted from me contented ; and \f I may trull to thofc 
Afluraoces* which my Station may be fufpedted to have extorted from private Adulation, he pub- 
Jickly and frequently acknowledged the Obligations which he owed to me •, and even in his lad 
Moments recurred to them, in the Line of Conduft which he recommended to his Son and Suc- 
ceffor, the prefent Nabob Affof u’ Dowla. 

« With his Death a new political Sydem commenced, and Mr. Briftow was condituted the In- 
(Irumcnt of its Formation, and Trudee for the Management of it. The Nabob Albph ul Dowlah 
was deprived of a large Parc of his Inheritance, I mean the Province of Benares, attached by a 
very feeble and precarious Tenure to our Dominions*, the Army fixed to a permanent Station in a 
remote Line of his Frontier, with an augmented and perpetual Subfidy *, a new Army, amphibioufly 
compofed of Troops in his Service and Pay, commanded by Englilh Olficers of our own Nomination, 
for the Defence of his new Conqueds; and his own natural Troops annihilated or alienated by the 
Iniufficicncy of his Revenue for all his Difburfements, and the prior Claims ot thole which our Au- 
thority or Influence commanded ; in a Word, he became a VaflTal of the Government : But he dill 
poffeffed an odenfiblc Sovereignty, his titular Rank of Vizier of the Empire rendered him a conlpi- 
cuous Object of View to all the States and Chiefs of India ; and on the Moderation and Judice with 
which the Britifh Government in Bengal exercifed its Influence over him, many Points mod elTcn- 
tial to its Political Strength, and to the Honour of the Britilli Name, depended. 

“ This is not a Place, nor have I Room in it, to prove what I (hall here content myfelf with af- 
firming, that by a facred and undeviating Oblcrvanceof every Principle of Publick Faith, the Britilh 
Dominion might have by this Time acquired the Means of its Extcnfion, through a virtual Sub- 
miflion to its Authority, to every Region of Mindodan and Deccan. I am not lure that 1 (hould 
advife fuch a Defigq, were it prafticable, which at this Time it certainly is not *, and I very mu^ 
fear that the limited Formation of fuch equal Alliances as might be uleful to our prefent 
and conduce to its Improvement, is become liable to almod unlurmountable Difficulticj^Tvcry 
Power in India mud willi for the Support of ours, but they all dread the Conneftion. 

The Subjcdlion Bengal, and the Deprivation of the Pamily ot Jafficr Ally Cawn, though an 
Effcft of inevitable Neceflity, the prefent Ufurpations of the Rights of the Nabob Wallar Jau, in 
the Carnatic, and the licentious Violations of the Treaty exiding between the Company and the 
Nabob Nizam ul Dowla, though checked by the remedial Interpofition of this Government, (tana 
as terrible Precedents againd us. The Effetls of our Connedlion with the Nabob Affof o Dowla 
had a rapid Tendency to the fame Confequences, and it has been my invariable Study to prevent 
it, by the Removal or Reftriaion of every Authority or Influence derived from our Government 
which interfered with his, and by the Promife of whatever Means I might poflefs for withdrawing 
that Interpofition of it in the internal Management of his Affairs, which we exerti kd in the Aflign- 
ments made of Portions of his Revenue for the Payment ot the Company s Debts, whenever hej 
Ihould either have difeharged them, or could afford a Security for ihcir Paynu-nt. “ 
known to the Members of the Board, who compolcd it in the Beginning of the . 

much it was my Wilh, even then, to return on a New Comm.mon to the Ktfidence of the Nabob 
of Owd, provided I could be entrufted with Powers to make fuch an Accommodation, for his H- 
nanccs were daily diminilhing-, the Prefence of the Heprelentative of our Government enfeebled that 
of the Nabob in its executive Ads, and all the Provinces of his 

into Decline, the Reproach of which, even from our own Countrymen, was call upon our Govern- 
mcnc as the Caufc of it.” {a) 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next read the 
Treaty between the Britilh Government and ^ujah ul Dowlah m the Yeaii^^^^ 
fhew, before Mr. Haftings had .feenred and ..vetted « thai 

and before anv other Bond or Connexion had been formed with him, that even at tn i 
^leThe Court of Common Pleas thought the Governor Oenem^^ for^an 
Aft of the Nabob’s Troops, in the Cale of Rafael v. Verelft and a . 

Juftice Blackftonc’s Reports, Vol. 2. P. 983 and 1055. 

The Witnefs produced Book .27. intituled, “ Bengal Secret Committee. 1769- 


((,) Vide Appendix, N’ LXIV. 
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Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 4th January 1769, beginning 
at Page 1 1 of the fame Book. ^ 

“ Fort William, 4th January 1763. 

“ At a Scleft Committe ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Harry Verclft Efquire, Prefident } 

Francis Sykes, "j 

Richard Bccher, and sEfquires. 

Charles Floycr, J 

“ Read, the following Letter from Meffrs. Cartier, Smith, and RufTell. , 

“ Whereas unbecoming Rumours have been propagated abroad, which tend to the Interrup. 
don of the firm Fricndfliip, Union, and Confidence, formerly cftablilhcd between his Highnefs the 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire, on one Part; and the Right Honourable Robert 
Lord Clive, and General john Carnac, in Behalf of the deceafed Nabob Nudjim ul Dowlah, Lite 
Subadar of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, and the Englilh Company, on the cither Part j Harry Vereitt 
Efq. Prefident and Governor of Fort William, and the Council thereof, with a View to the Re. 
moval of all Caufes of Jealoul'y and Dilagreemcnr, and the Confirmation of a good Dilpofition 
On both Sides, have deputed John Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruflell, Three 
Members of the Council, from Calcutta, perfonally to confer with his Highnefs aforefaid : And 
whereas the aforefaid John Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruflell, after effeding an 
Interview with his Highnefs aforefaid, have Keafon to be fatisfied with his ftcady Attachment to 
the Englifl), they therefore, in Behalf of his Excellency the Nabob Syfed Dowlah, Subadar of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orixa, and the Englilh Company, renew and confirm the former Treaty, Letter 
by Letter, and Article by Article ; and his Highnefs the Nabob Sujah ul Duwlah aforefaid, doth 
liiccwife renew and confirm the faid Treaty j and moreover, out of a pure Defire effedually to 
eradicate all Doubts and Jealoufics, to cflablilh the prefent Harmony on the moft durable Bafts, 
^nd to confirm the former Treaty, doth content and agree, that the following Words lhall be in- 
jwd as an Explanatory Claufe in the faid Treaty : — It is by the Advice and Confent of the Pre- 
Council afoicfaid, agreed that his Highnefs lhall not entertain a Number of Forces 
exceeding Thirty-five thoufand Men, whether Sepoys, Cavalry, Peons, Artillery Men, Rocket 
Men, or Troops of any Denomination whatever; of this Number, Ten thoufand arc to be Cavalry, 
Ten Battalions of Sepoys, including Subadars, Jemadars, Havildars, and all Ranks of Officers, 
not to exceed Ten thoufand Men; the Nujib Regiment confifting, <or Five thoufand Men with 
Matchlocks, to remain always in its prefent EftabTilhmcnt : Five hundred Men for the Artillery, 
and that Number never to be exceeded : The remaining Nine thoufand five hundred Men are 
to be Irregulars, neither to be cloathed, armed, or difeiplined after the Manner of the Englilh 
Sepoys, or Nujib Regiment. And his Highnefs alfo engages to arm none of his Forces, befides 
the Ten thoufand Men mentioned in this Treaty, after the Englilh Manner ; nor to tram them in the 
Difcipline of the Englilh Troops. In Confidcration thereof, the faid John Cartier, Colonel 
Richard Smith, and Claud Ruffeil engage, in behalf of his Excellency the Nabob Syfut Dowlah, 
and the Englilh Company aforefaid, that whilft his Highnefs Shujah ul Dowlah aforclaid, and 
his Succeflbrs, lhall abide by the Articles of this Treaty, neither the prefent Council of F'ort Wil- 
liam, nor any future Council, lhall hereafter introduce any new Matter relative hereto, befides what 
has been formerly agreed to, and is now concluded upon ; and both Parties lhall confidcr this 
Agreement as firm and binding. His Highnefs aforefaid lhall fwear upon the Koran ; John Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruliell, upon the Gofpcl, never to infringe the minuteft Part 
or Meaning hereof, and to maintain it thcmfelves, and to tranfmit it inviolable to their Pofterity. 


(Signed) 


John Cartier. 
Richard Smith, 
Claud RulTell. 


(B) 

(Cl) 

E5)" 


‘‘ Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to, according to 
their refpeflive Faiths, by the contrading Parties, 
at Benaris, the 29th Day of November, in the 
Year of our Lord 1768, in the Prefence of us. 

Signed 

Gabriel Harper, 

C. W. Boughton, 

W. H. Coxe.” 

“ A Literal Copy. 

W. H. Coxe, 

Secretary to the Deputation.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 4th Oflober X 773 » 
Book 3, already delivered in, beginning at Page 522 of the fame Book. 


3 


“ Fort 



( ) 


Fort Wlirian% the 4th Oftober 1773. 

« At a Confultation/Prcfcnt, SocrrtDept. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, being returned, now refumes his Seat MondAy. ’ 
at the Board as rrefidenti 
William Aldcrfey, 

Philip I ‘ 

Henry 
John ^ 

George Vanfittart Efquirc, who is alfo returned with the Governor, and takes hi;, 

Seat accordingly. 


I me ouaru as irrciiuciu» 

lliam Alderfey, ^ 

lEfquiresi 
nry Goodwin, r ^ 

m Graham, J 


«« The Governor delivers in to the Board the following Report of his Negociations with tlie 
Nabob Soja ul Dowla at Benaras, and of his other Proceedings during his Ablcncc from the Pre 

fidencv with all the Papers referred to in the Report. 

In the Courfe of our Converfation, the Vizier frequently exprelTcd the S.itisfaftion which he 
had received from our Meeting, and from the friendly and confidential Intcrcourle which had 
t ken olace between us. Though fuch Profeflions are not always to be received in their literal 
(rnfe I took Occafion from them to a(k him, whether it would be agreeable to him that a Perfon in 
whom I confide (hould be appointed by me to refide near his Perfon, tor the Sake o| perpetuating 
Ind ftrengthening the good Underftanding fo happily begun, as we 1 as tor the 1 ran aaion ot fuch 
Affairs as might not fuit the Formality ot a Correfpondcnce by Letter, but which, m 
rtt A— a“X?V= fouaJ » ^ P-o 1 «a.«cor impo,.,,,. EM.! Th. I 

bu unSs it was equally his With, I would neither propole nor content to it. as would not m 
fuch a S be produftivc of the good Effefts which I meant to derive from it. He declared to 
^ r rw it would be entirely plcalng to him. I told him, that 1 would again addrefs him after 
r Tottoa o" when 1 (hould have made Choice of a Perlon u^ 

^^1^ 1 L fn imnortant a Truft It now reds with you. Gentlemen, to determine on the Pro, 

I «ill Offcrit frankly as my Ofininn, , 1 ... if yon IkaH think Iji 
tVentruft wSh me the "foie Nomination of fuch a Rcfident, and the Power of rcc^o^ 

I (Viall iudffe his Prcfencc to be no longer necefiary, it may be attended jffni 
feSs In any ithe® Mode, I fear the Appointment would exclude me from being any longe^hc 
?hfnHof Conneaion between this Government and the Vizier, and pyem >ne from availing 
Ssrlf tharinl^^^^^^^^ hi">. ""ich I havo taknn much Patn. to efrabhlh, tmti 1 hop. not 

altogether unfucccfsfully.** (a) . i 

Tht Manaset! for the Commons acquainteil the Houfe, that the next Point they 
fho^H orS to prove was, the Means which Mr. Hafttngs took for the better efta- 

minions of the Vizjer . r \ 

« To the Nabob Vizier. Written zift May 1777. 

u 1 tn vnnr FxccllcncVi 2nd commanded by Britifli 

« jft. That of the Troops now belong ^ , ^rvice of the Company, viz. Nine Battalions 
Officers, the following Corps be Regiments of Hcrfe, one more to be added 

of Sepoys, Three Companies ot Artillery, ana o 

for that Purpfc to complete ,.i„ f„r the Service of your Excellency entirely i 

« 2dly.fh.at there Corps be formed in ^ fubjeaed to the 

but, for the Sake of maintaining Dilc p ^^j-^unts regulated, their 

Authority of this Government, by * but they lhall ad folcly under your 

Expence controuled, and their Con Defence of every Part of your Dominions, whilft 

Orders in all their Military Operations tor the Uetence or ev y 

you retain them in your Service. Fvnence of this Eftablifliment, on the Trial of One 

» 3dly. That an Eftimate be formed of the Exp j g^cd 

or Two konths. which your e ^c’rvicc.” (^) 

Charge for fo long a Time as you (hall require the Corps 10 y 

e .1 M.bnh Vizier to the Governor General, from 
Read, the following Letter from the 
Book .3,, already d.li.er«l m, b=g.nmng at Pag. 349 

wariT,e(t Fricndffiip for the illuftrious Englilh cnieis RngUfh 


(a) Vide Appendix, N' LXV. 


(I,) Vide Appendix, N' LXVl. 
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Euglifli Fricndlhip, 1 afcenued, by hereditary Right, the Mufnud of my Anceftors. It has been my 
inoft earned Dcfirc deeply engraved on mjfcMind by every Means to preferve a drift Fricndlbip and 
Union with them, and to cultivate and improve it to the utmod, which would be the Means of 
enfuring my Stability and intered* Aftuated by thefe Sentiments, I intruded iny Intereds to the 
tnglilh Chiefs, and have, on every Occafion, regulated my Conduft by their Opinion and Advice, 
and have never in any one Indance afted contrary to their Plcafure. " w 

The Managers for the Commons ftated to the Houfe, that the Second Inftance of 
the Defendant’s Attempt to acquire to himlelf the Authority over the Nabob’s Do- 
minions, would appear in the Letter about to be read, by the Dilmiflicn of the Na- 
bob’s Favourites, and the Appointment of Two Minifters recommended ty himfelf. 

Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to the Nabob, fiom Book 
109, already delivered in, beginning at Page 329 of the fame. 

“ To the Nabob Vizier. Written the 26th May 1777, 

Tlie heavy Arrears which I underdand are at this Time due to the Brigade, appointed for 
the Proteftion of your Pcrlun and Dominions, the Balance of your general Account with the Conv 
pany, and the Pay of yur own Forces under the Command ot Britidi Officeis, which mud ulti- 
mately fall on the Company, if your Means are unequal to difeharge it, arc Circumdanccs which 
imprefs me with the greated Alarm both for the Security of your Affairs, and of the Company’s 
Pro[)erry involved in them. The Tics of Alliance and Friendihip oblige me to offer my Advice 
and Affidance in all Calcs in which your Intereds may he affefted. 

“ To thefe Obligations is fuperadded the Safety of the Company’s Intereds intruded to my 
Care ; and thefc accumulated Confiderations not only call upon me to recommend to you fuch 
Meafures as are neceffary for the Advancement of our common Good, or the Relief of our com- 
|||on Difficulties, but entitle me to your Compliance with them, unlefs you can point out others 
n^i^ffcftual. On thefe Principles I proceed to inform you, that it is in the Mouth of the whole 
Woidd^jat your Country is in a State of unbounded Difordcr and Want, and your Revenues 
funk and anticipated, and your Treafury exhauded, not on the^Services of your State, but in 
Embezzlement and Diffipation. 

“ 'Phde Calamities arc univerfally aferibed to the Want 'of a regular Authority in the Admi- 
nidrationof your Affairs, and to the treacherous and ungrateful Abufe which is made of your 
Confidence by thole bn whom you have unworthily placed it. At the Head of thefe is Imaum- 
buklb, who is notorioufly reprefented as a Wretch, of lb mean an Kxtraftion, and of fo vile a 
Charafter, that your Credit and Honour luffer by your Countenance of fuch a Man, lb him the 
World imputes the enormous Expcncc with which you are burthened of a Military Ellablillimenr, 
confiding nominally of more than 50,000 Men ; and the Wade of your Colledtions, which arc 
all in the Poffeffion and at the Mercy of his Creatures and Dependants; Men of Charafters bafe, 
rapacious, unfaithful, and devoid of Underdanding, like his own. Thefc Fafts I could not men- 
tion to you, had L received them only from common Report; but they are of fuch known and 
well atteded Authority, that every Man, who comes from that Qiiarter, agrees exaftly in the 
fame Reprefcncation ; and in lamenting that a Heart, fo benevolent as your Excellency’s, Ihould 
bedow its Affeftions on Men lb undeferving of it. Few who approach you will dare to inform 
you of the Truth, bccaulc of the Danger which they mud incur from the Refen^tmenc of tliole 
who poffcfs your Authority ; and this is another powerful Motive that I diould make it known to 
you, and appriic you of the Dangers with which you are lurrounded. 

“ But it IS not enough to point out the Evils of your Situation, unlefs I likcwifc preferibe the 
Remedy. It is this ; and I belcech you, by the Fricnddiip which I bear for your Excellency, and by 
your Alliance with the Company, and may it lad for ever ! and by all your Hopes of Happinefs 
and encreafing Reputation, that you will hearken to my Advice, and literally conform to it. 

“ id. Let Imaumbuklh be banifhed forever from your Prefcnce, and from your Dominions, 
This is mod and indifpcnlably advifeable. 

“ adly. Chufea Naibof Capacity, of Integrity, and of old and approved Attachment to your 
• Sic in Orig, Family ; fuch is the Charafter of your prefent Naib, Imaumbuklh*: Let him be publickly and 
formally nominated to the Exercife of your Authority in the Management of all your Affairs, and 
let all Orders be tranfinitted through him, and rcgidcrcd in the refpeftive Affairs under his Direc- 
tion, that he may be duly accountable for their Effeft. Let him be invariably fupported with 
your whole Authority, nor any other Influence luffered to be placed in Competition with his. 

“ 3dly. Let him be cfpecially indrufted to reduce your Expcnces, to regulate the Accounts of 
them, and to place proper and praftifed Muttafeddies in the Charge of your Revenue. 

‘‘ As this is the Seafon of the Year in which your r'xccllency will be lead liable to Interruption 
from foreign Concerns, and the Period is approaching for forming the new Settlement of your 
publick Revenues, I hope you will take thefe Counfels into your immediate Confidcration, and 
iffue fuch Orders thereon as your Wifdom (hall preferibe for obtaining the Effefts propofed to be 
derived from themd’ 

^ Read, 


[a) Vide Appendix, LXWll 
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f.o„. Bo„. 

"From the Vizier. Received ,,h Augull ,,,,. 

“ My Nature revolts at all bafe and unworthy Charaaeis Before the Ar. « i «f 

your friend y I had exprefled my Difpleafurc againll Imaum Bokih.^nd dr.tn^, r? om 

my CounfdS i nor d.d I adni.t any Perfon of fuch a Charader in my Prdtnce. I had lone be 
fore that Per.^ given the folcD.rea.on of all my Affairs, Civil and Military, into the Sds of 
Huffcin Reza Khan. It is true, that he is a Man ol old and proved Attachment to my Family 
and of grew Capacity, Experience, and Dilcernment; and I am fully convinced of, and higlily 
fatisfied w.^, his Integrity and fidelity j and fince you, my Friend, have judged it advilable d, t 
he fhould be entrufted with the Management of the Affairs of my Government, and have given 
It me as your Advice accordingly, requiring no further Inducement, I have inverted him with 
the Charge thereof, and given exprefs Injundions to all my Officers implicitly to obey all my 
Orders iffued by the laid Khan. You may rely with the utmoff Confidence on tlieic Declara- 
tions which I have made. My Defire to comply with your Advice on every Occafion is without 
Bounds.” (a) 


Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Hufl’ein Rcz.tKhan, from 
Book 109, already delivered in, beginning at Page 345 of the lame. 


“ To Hoffein Reza Khan. Wiittcn 15th Auguft. 

“ I have received your agreeable Letter, informing me of your having been honoured by 
your Mailer with a Kellaat, confirming you in the Niabut, with other J'articulars, wliich aflbrded 
me the greateft Plcafurc. 

“ I congratulate you on this Appointment, and have no Doubt but you will prove yourf J 
worthy of it, by a fleady and uniform Attention to the Interefls of your Mailer, and of thtjllff 
pany, which arc infeparably united. Be affured, that fuch a Condudt will at the fame tio^^ravance 
your own Intereft and Honour, and preferve to you the Friendfliip and Countenance w this Go- 
vernment. It gives me great Plcafurc to hear that fo llridt a Friendfhip and Union fubfiits be- 
tween you and Mr. Middleton •, and I have no Doubt, but, through your joint Endeavours, the 
Affairs of the Nabob will put on the moft flourifhing Afpeft. Knowing me intcrefted in your 
Welfare, let me frequently have the Plcafurc to hear from you. 


“ P. S. I cannot confiftently with the Rules of the Service accept of your Nozzir, which has been 
prefented to me •, but, for your Satisfidlion, have received it for the Company, and ordered it to 
DC carried to their Account. Your Intention 1 regard with equal Plcafurc, as if 1 had ac* 
cepted it.” 


To prove, that thofe Dillri( 5 ls, upon which Aflignments had been received for the 
Ufe of the Company, were alfigned over to the Com|)any, at a Time when the Ex- 
pences of the Vizier had been conliderably increafed, by fixing the Temporary Bri- 
gade upon him ; 

Read, from Book 133, before delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Mid- 
dleton to the Board, dated the 18th Auguft 1777, beginning at Page 548 of the fame 
Book. 

“ Fort William, the 4th September 1777. 


“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt -, 
Richard Barwell, 7 
Philip rrancis, j ^ 


“ The Proceedings of the ift inftant read and approved. Read, the following Letter from 
Mr. Middleton : 


S-ct t 
1 1 ui Id.ty. 


“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, r 1 - l t 

" Not being favoured with your Commands, in Reply to my Addrefs or the 26th June, and 
being moreover apprehenfive, that with the very large Claims which the Company now have on tim. istii 
his Excellency, the Mode I there propofed, of taking, in every Inllance, AUignments ot whole • 
Dirtrifts, where the Vizier’s Power of Controul over the Aumils, on the Troops rtationed with 
them, Ihould in no Rcfpcifl be exerted, would almofl annihilate every Appearance ol his 
lency’s retaining any Authority in his own Dominions I thought it better to confent to what the 
Nabob himfelf appeared willing to allow, and what, I flatter myfelf, will be deemed by the 
Honourable Board as adequate a Security for the Claims of the enfumg Year, as the 
of Affairs in this Country would admit of. His Excellency has agreed to alhgn over the Kents of 


{a) Vide Appendix, N* LXVIII. 
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the Provinces of Rohilcund andthcDoaub, after deducing the Charges of ColIt< 5 \ion, the ofual 
ftationaty Troops thcre^ and the Claims for recoverable Balances of laft Year, exclufivcly to the 
Payment of the Company’s Demands *, the Aumils to be cither of my Appointment, or luch as I 
fhall approve \ and with whom I am at Liberty to exprefsly ftipulate, that, except on the Ac- 
counts above mentioned, they (hall not pay any Drafts whatever but mine, on Tam of their im- 
mediate Removal. The Diftrids of Allahabad, Corah, Shahrah, Jugdrifpoor, &c. arc to be 
alTigncd over to me in the fame Manner, after deduding i'uch Part of the jagheers of Sallar 
and Mirfa Alice, as have always been upon thole Diftrids. For the Remainders of Coiitpany’s 
Claims, his Excellency has ordered his Minifters to lay before me fuch a State of Affignmcnts as 
fliall, in Amount and Security, appear to me fully fufficienr, and gave me a folcinn Alfurance, that 
he would not make a Grant of a (ingle Tuncaw upon any of his Diftrids until this be done. As 
the making the Bundobuft of the Country, with the Angle Stipulation in Favour of Bow Anny 
Sing, has been committed to the Miniftry, I hope, with their AfTiftance, to have fuch Auhftlg 
appointed, and fuch an Influence over them, that I need be under no Apprehenfions, where I have 
even only partial Drafts on them, of their paying the Claims of others in Preference, or to the 
Injury ol the Company’s. The Nabob’s Orderlies, from whom I Ihould have moft to dread, 
will be excluded, unleis it may, perhaps, be judged expedient to give fome fmall Diftrids tb 
one or two of them, who have fome Claim to Favour, from having paid the Aflignments on them 
chis Year entirely, or nearly, without Balance. For a further Security to the realizing the Af- 
fignmcnts given in Flavour of the Honourable Company, and to obviate one of the molt ordinary 
and principal Caufes of Balances this Year, the difordcrly Behaviour ot the Troops ftationed for 
the Defence of the Provinces, or quartered on them for Subfiftence, I have obtained his Excel- 
lency’s Confent to Three of his Battalions being delivered over to me, for the Piirpofc of aflifting 
the Aumils in the Maintenance ot their Authority, both over the Zemindars, and againft any 
Troops who may diftrefs the Province by riotous Behaviour or opprelTive Exadions ; and alfo to 
fccurc the realizing of my Claims, when and wherever 1 may think them in Danger of being in- 
j^cd or violated, (rt) 


j^cu or vi 


Lucknow, i8 Aug. 1777. 


(At the End) 


“ Nathaniel Middleton.’* 


To prove the Opinion of the Reft of the Council upon this Subje£f ; 

Read, from Book 138, already delivered in, the following Extrafl of a Confultation 
of the 19th May 1777, beginning at Page 787 of the fame Book. 

“ Mr. Francis. — I conceive it to be impofTible that the Nabob, or any Prince, whofe Under- 
Handing is capable of forming the Idea of Independency, can give a voluntary Conlent to a Mcafure 
which dethrones him. 

“ Nothing is left for me however, but to proteft againft it.’’(^) 


Read, alfo, the following Extract from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, 
Page 788. 

“ General Clavering. — I proteft againft it, and .all the Confequcnccs of it (0.” 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the nth of Augult 1777, from 
Book 1 10, beginning at Page 379 of the fame. 

“ Fort William, the i ith Auguft 1777. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidenti 
Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering, 

Kichard Barwell, "i cr • 

Philip Francis, 


“ The Commander in Chief, agreeably to the Intention which he before exprefled, now delivers 
in the following Proteft to the Plan for the new Brigade propofed by the Governor General, and 
agreed to by the Board, on the 7th inftant.” 


‘‘PROTEST. 

“ Bccaufc taking the Army from the Nabob is an Infringement of the Rights of an independant 
Prince, leaving only the Name and Title c(f it, without the Power, 

“ k is taking his SubjeAs from him, againft every Law of Nature and of Nations.” (d) 


(a) Vide Appendix, N“ LXIX. 11 ) Vide Appendix, N“ LXX. 

(r) Vide Appendix, N" LXX. (d) Vide Appendix, LXXI. 
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Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the Board, from Book 131, al- 
ready delivered in, beginning at Page 555 of the lame. 

“ Fort William, the 4th September 17-7. 

“ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Richard Harwell, 1 . 

Philip Francis, 

« Mr. Francis. — By the foregoing Letter from Mr. Middleton it appears, that he has taken the 
Government of the Nabob’s Dominions clireftly upon himfclf. 1 was not a Party to the Rclolutions 
which preceded that Mcafure, and will not be anfwerablc for the Confcquenccs of it.’* ((2) 

Read, from the fame Book, the following Extract of a Coiifaltatlon of the 8th 
September 1777, beginning at Page 624 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 8th September 1777. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, Pre fu! en t ; 

Richard Barwcll ,7 r^r * 

Philip Francis, ’p-iqu.res. 

“ Mr. Francis — Mr. Barwell is pleafed to fay, that he knows of no particular Cli mge tliat tlic 
Government of Oude has undergone fincc the Nomination of a Refident at the Court of Oude, 
of Mr. Briftow by Mr. Francis. I faid that we had in cHlA taken the Government from the Na- 
bob. I will noc put It upon Mr. Barwell to affirm the contrary ; tlic Nabob is a Cypher, and 
known to be lb to all. 

“ Within thefe very few Months, we have taken his Army from him ; we have infilled on his^ 
committing the Civil Adminillration to one particular Perfon. jj/fF 

“ We have infilled on his dil'milfing his Favourites ; and now Mr. Middleton tells us thayi^as 
taken the Colledion of the Revenues of the Doaub and Rohilcund under his own DircCt^p«lC()r to 
that Effeft. I refer to his Letter of the i8th Augulh— I ffiould be glad to know what Branch 
of the Ibvereign Power is really left to the Nabob; as for the Kelt, 1 ihall content mylcit with 
obicrving,' that ail the foregoing Ails are fublcqucnt to Mr. Brillow’s Recall. Betore this hap- 
pened, he neither has nor could have the Power which Mr. Barwell attributes to him.” {b) 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 23d December 1779, from 
Book 112, already delivered in, beginning at Page 966 of the lame. 

“ Foit William, 2jd December 1779. 

“ At a Council; Prefent, ftrtrfPr 

The Honourable Warren Haftmgs, Governor General, Prcfident; iimuijy 

Richard Barwell, ‘ 


Richard Barwell, 1 
Philip Francis, vEfquires. 
Edward Wheler, J 


Sir Eyre Coote abfent on a Vific to the difierent Stations of the y^rniy. 

“ Received the following Letter from the Commander in Chief. 

« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, , in 

“ The Day before Ycftcrday I encamped near Allahabad, where the \ izi^t did me ihe llunoin 
of a Vific; and Ycftcrday Morning, in my way hither, I returned it, and was Kceived by l.is 

Ccllency with every Mark of Refpecl and Dillindion. . . , , 

“ This Morning he called here, andwc had fbmc general Convcriation, winch prinupaliy turnui 
upon the Subjea of his Attachment to the linglilh, and liis Keadinels to Ihcw the binceiuy of :t 

"‘^Mt is to^'bfwiffied we had employed the Influence which fuel, favouralj nuill have 

given us more to the Benefit of the Country and ourlclves; but 1 Far thcLilucHcs '"'"‘■’'^whollv 
appear on the Face of the one, and the Failure of Revenues to die odier, are not to woolly 

aicribed to the Vizier’s Mifnianagemcnc. , r x 

(At the End of the Letter) 

Poppa Mow, no., Allahabad, “ 

the iith December i779‘” 

To Ihew what the Opinion of the neighbouring Princes was, concerning the true 
?tate of the Nabob Vizier; 

Read, the following Extract from Book 132, "'''f"',';'’’ ‘‘ 

Correfpondence,” already delivered in, beginning at age ' 


(.) Vide Appendix, N” L.XIX. 
(<*] Vide Appendix, N** LXXIII- 


(^9 Vide A])pcndix, N LXXll. 
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“ Tranflation of a Newfpapcr, giving an Account of the Tranfaftions of the Royal Durbar 
dated 26 Shwaui, received ift January 1777. * 

“ It is well known that the Dominions of Afoph ul Doulah extend to within Three Days 
Journey of Delhi, and that the Englifh arc Matters of his Country, and he himfclf a mere 
Spcdlator of what is aftcd therein.” (a) 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, beginning at Page 9 of the 
fame. 

« Copy of the Anfwer which his Majefty returned to Timur Shals. 

“ Sujah ul Doulah, by the Influence of the Englilh, even took Pofleffion for himfelf of the 
Province of Illahabad-, and his Son the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah being immerfed in Voluptuouf- 
nefs, the Soubah of lllahabad, and even of Oude, are in Reality under the Dominion of the 
Englilh. 

“ A fmall Remnant of Mahometanifm was left in Rohilcund •, their Country alfo, which is not 
Icfs than a Soubah, is apparently under Afoph ul Doulah, but the Englilh are in Faft the Matters 
of it, for Afoph ul Doulah is abfolutcly incapable of Bufinefs thus undoubtedly there arc 5 Sou- 
bahs under the Englilli Government.” {^) 


. Read, from Book toa, already delivered in, the following Extraft of an Inclofurc in 
a Letter from Fyzoolah Khan to the Governor General, received the 13th February 
1778, beginning at Page 46 of the fame Book. 

“ This Country of Cutthar, which formerly depended on the Rohilla States, and which I 
confider as now appertaining to the Company, was very populous and flourilhing •, but fincc the 
Commencement of the Nabob Vizier’s Government, the Farmers appointed by his Minifters have 
^felolatcd the Country j its Situation is at prefent very ruinous Thoufands of Villages, formerly 
po^j^imss, arc now utterly deferted, and no Trace is left of them. I have already written to Roy 
Buktawhc Sing, a full Account of the Tyranny and Opprefllon exercifed by the Farmers, to be 
communicated to you. The conttant Revenue of a Country depends on the Care of its Rulers 
to preferve it in a flourilhing State. 

“ I have been induced to make the Reprefentation by my Attachment to the Interett of the 
Company, for otherwife it is no Concern of mine. 

“ Should thefe Opprcflions continue One or Two Years longer, and the Rulers take no Meafures 
to put a Stop to them, the whole Country will be a Defcrt. "(0 

Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, from 
Book 116, already delivered in, beginning at Page 154 of the fame. 


From the Nabob Vizier. Received 15th March 1780. 

“ I before this reprefented to you the Particulars of my Situation, and my Dcfire of an Inter- 
view with you. I am now anxioufly expefting your Anfwer at prefent. I have written to Rajah 
(iobend Ram every -I'hing which the General, from his noble Difpofition, faid tome, and what 1 
LkI in Anl'vver, with Diredions to make them all known tayouj which he doubclefs has done. 
Me has now told me, that he has Occafion for the new Brigade, and my Houfehold GuartI, to 
fend them acrofs the Jumman. I do not know whether this has been demanded of me by your 
Diredions, or from himfelf. You have given full Powers to the Gentlemen here in all my 
Affairs, who have done whatever they chofe, and ftill continue to do it. I never expeded that 
you would have brought me into fuch Apprehcnfions, and fo weak a State, without even writing 
to me on any of ihcic Subjeds, fincc I have not the fmalleft Connedion with any Body except 
yourfclf. I have no Poubt that the March of the new Brigade is in confequence of your Orders; 
but 1 knew notliing of the Intention of it. What further may be demanded of me, who am now 
left without any Authority, or what I can fay in cafe of any Demand being made, I know not. 
Whatever you will write to me, I will conform to. If I am left at Reft till the Arrival of your 
Diredions, I will then ad agreeably to them ; but (hould any Thing be begun in the meanwhile, 
I have no Power to oppofe, and will then inform you of what (hall have taken place. I am in 
fmh Dillrefs, both Day and Night, that I fee not the fmalleft Profpcd,of Deliverance from it, 
fincc you are fo difpleafed with me as not to honour me with a finglc Letter.*’ 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they fliould next open to 
their Conlidcration fome further Means that were taken to increafe and confirm, if 
polfible, the Dependance of the Vizier. 

Read, the following Extract of the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, beginning 
at Page 18 of the fame. 

— — I,., — „ 

(a) Vide Appendix, LXXIV. {b) Vide Appendix, ibid. (r) Vide Appendix, N* LXXV. 
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** Num. I. G. 

Letter of Inftruaions from the Governor General to ihe Refident at the Vizecr’s Court. 

« To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer. 

« I need feared/ inform you, that my chief Objeft in my Negociations with the Nalx)b has been 
to induec and aflilt him to bring his Government and Finances into fiich Regularity as to orevent 
his Alliance from being a Clog, inftead of an Aid, to the Company -, and to enable him to (liK han-e 
his Debt in the (liortell Time poflible. To this End, the mod cflential Point is to limit and 
feparate his pcrfonal Difburfements from the publick Accounts. They muft not, in their total innual 
Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laft Three Years. This Amount in I'welvc 
equal Farts, ftould be paid him monthly out of the Firft Receipts, and the Remainder of the net 
Collcaions placed feparately in a publick Treafury, from whence his publick Military and Civil 
F.ftablilhmcnt muft be paid, under the foie Management and Controul of the Minifters, with your 
Concurrence. It is of courfe to be underftood that this has no Connexion, and is in no Shape 
to interfere with the Company’s Aflignments, and the Colledions upon them, which arc to be 
conduded as ufual ; And as by the Addition of the Jagheer Lands, with their ’kventics, to the 
Nabob’s regular Colledions, his Income will, or ought to be, confidcrably mcrca'Vd, 1 fhall cx- 
peft that the Whole of the Excel's be appropriated to the Dilcharge of the Nabob’s Debt to tlic 
Company. 

“ After fettling the Amount of the pcrfonal Difburfements of the Nabob Vizier an.: his Houle- 
hold, the next Point that will require your Exertions towards the general Arrangement of the pub- 
lic Charges, is- to reform the cfhblilhcd Mottaicna Troops, reducing them into One ellablilhed 
Corps for the whole Service. If this Corps (hould be brought to confift folely of Cavaliy, it 
would bell anfwer mutual Benefit; leaving no Infantry in the Nabob’s Service bur what may be 
ncceffary for his Body Guard ; and to fupply the Deficiency, (liould any occur fiom fuch Arrange- 
ment, our Infantry may be employed where Infantry are wanted. 

The Corps reformed and ellablilhed, their Pay mull be i/Tued from the publick Treafury. No 
Afiignments to be in future granted them, and thole already ilfued to be recalled. To complete 
this, all Numbers above what the real Service may require, or the aflual net Receipts may be 
quateto the full Payment of, mull bedilbaruled as fall as their Arrears can be paid off. 

“ The Nabob will fclcft and appoint his own Commanders; but if he fliould nominate im- 
proper Perfons, fuch as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or others deriving their 
InHuc i^ce from them, or of known Difaffedion to our Government, you arc in fuch Cafe to remon- 
frate againllic; and if the Vizeer lhall perfill in his Choice, ydu are peremptorily, and in my 
Name, to oppole it, as a Breach of his Agreement. 

F'or the Management of the Colledions, the Miniflcr*?, with your Concurrence, are to choofe 
all Aumils and Collcdors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Refponfibility, good Reputa- 
tion, and known Ability of the Perfons they elcd, that Changes may, as far as poffible, be 
avoided {a), 

“ Chunar, (At the End) 

23d September 1781. Warren Hallings.*' 


Read, from Book 105, already delivered in, the following Extradlof a Letter from 
the Nabob to the Governor General. 


‘‘ No. 57. From the Vizier. 

I have never been deficient in the Fricnddiip of the Company, and Obedience to your Plca- 
fuie. I have looked upon my Difficulties as a Caufe of Saiistaclion, and am always ready to exe- 
cute your Commands. In thefc Propofitions I am allonilhed and confounded at my bad Fortune, 
ffiat I (hould have fuch a compaffionacc Friend as your Highnefs, and be involved in Inch a Situa- 
tion. What Anfwer can I give, and how can 1 lupport my Life ? , n i rai 

‘‘ Difficulty, with your Favour, becomes eafy; what is ealy, by your Neglecl, becomes diffi- 
cult. Night and Day pafs in Grief and Affiiflion. Either make loole my Difficulties, oi e Ic ca 
me to your Prefence. I will refide with your Highnefs, and whenever you lhall give me my Dil- 
milfion, with the Favours and Affedtion which belong to you, I Hull return to my Country, an 
be rclcafed from continual Afflidlions.” 


Enclofures. 

“ No. I. Copy of a Letter from the Nawab Vizier to Major William Palmer dated 1 9th .Shabaun. 

“ On the Subjeit of Ten Lacks of Rupees, you repeatedly have laid, that ^ “ij!" 
nor’s Fleafure is, that I ftiould give them for the Expences of tlie Company s #>ircar. 1 he N. - 
Wib Governor’s Will is binding upon me. I can make no Excules. a e en 
pees for the Expences of the Company’s Sircar. But you have faid, that if I am willin^ to affift 


(a) Vide fupra, Page I4^* 
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the Affairs of the Company*s Sircar, you will fulfil my Requcfts agreeably to the Paper, as the 
Nawab Governor*s Permiffion is arrived# With relpcft to the Two Points of which you have fpoken 
I agree to both of them, and will giveffor the Expenccs of the Company's Sircar Ten Lacks of 
Rupees this Year, and Six, Lacks of^ Rupees yearly, in lieu of Regiments, upon Condition that I 
obtain my Requefts and Authority. It is proper that you acijult my Requclts, agreeably to the 
Paper upon which the Nawab Governor has given Orders, and rcllorc me to the Management of 
every Concern.” 

t 

No. 2. Copy of a Letter from the fame to the fame, dated 30th Shabaun. 

“ In Anfwcr to your Demand of a Loan of Sixty Lacks of Rupees, I reprefented and explained 
to you, with the greateft Reverence, the full Particulars of my Inabilities •, that in Cafes where 
I have Power and Ability, I am never negligent, to the Extent of my Life, in promoting the 
Affairs of the Company's Sircar, and in obeying the Nawab Governor’s Orders. You, in tt\f 
Prcfcncc, fpoke to me, and fent a Meffage to me, that if I did not give Sixty Lacks of Rupees, 
by way of Loan, the Nawab Governor would be highly difpleafed, and would quit my Friendlhip, 
' Skin Orig. and would alfo recall the old Brigade which is here j and belide, the * whatever may be the Nawab 
Governor’s Will you did not know. Why did not you give me prior Information that it would 
proceed to this Extremity ? 

“ My Friend! the Friendlhip of the Company, the Nawab Governor, and the Gentlemen of 
the Council, is fixed in my Heart, and I have remained fo inattentive and forgetful, from a De- 
pendence on their Friendlhip and Satisfaftion, that I have nothing, left to me but my Name; ai^ 
every 'Fhing clfc belongs to them. 

“ To the Glorious and Omnipotent God it is known, what Diftrefles haiving brought upon my- 
fclf, in the Obedience to his Plc.ifure, I have fupported Life.” {^a) 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next produce 
the Miniller Hyder Beg Cawn’s Opinion of his own Situation and that of his Maftcr, 
the Tenure by which they both held their Offices. 

from Book 80, already delivered in, Extraft of a Confultatlon of the 21ft 
April 1783, beginning at Page 401 of the fame Book. 


‘‘ Fort William, 21ft April 1783. 

At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident \ 

Edward Wilder, n 

John Maepherfon, v Elquircs. 

John Stables, J 
Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort Saint George. 

“ From Hyder Beg Khan to the Honourable the Governor General. 

“ Ufual Introdudion. Received April 7, 1783. 

1 formerly reprefented to you the Particulars of the Pcrfecutions exercifed towards his Higli- 
nefs by Mr. Bnftow, and the Unhappinefs and Dillrefsof Mind under which his Highnefs laboured. 
A Repetition of the fame Circumftances mult alfo have reached your Ears through other Channels, 
in as much as they have come to pafs in fo publick a Manner as to be known almoft to every 
Body. 

“ Relying on your Goodnefs, his Highnefs has requeffed the Removal of Mr. firiftow, and tlx 
Grant of dilcretional Authority to him in the Manaeemcnt of his Country, and for the Payment ol 
the Company’s Monies : If you fhould be graciouily difpofed to comply with his Requeft, and at 
the fame Time fo far to favour me as to appoint rtic from yourfdf to the Management of Affairs 
here, agreeably to the Propofals here made to you by his Ilighncfs, both rcfpc^ting the Sums re- 
maining due on Teep, and on Mahajun’s Bills, and with regard to the prefent Year 1190 FufiJy, 
and for the enfuing lear Fufily 1191, in any Manner you lhall pleafe to dircdl, I will engage, in 
Obedience to your Orders, to remit the fame to you, Kill by Kift in Bills, and as much thereui as 
lhall be ncccllary for the Payment of the Company’s Troops in this Quarter. 


Read, alfo, the following Extrafl, from the fame 'Book, and l^me Confultation, 
beginning at Page 356 of the fame. 

- “ From Hyder Beg Khawn to the Honourable the Governor General. 

“ Received March 28, 

“ We the Minifters owe our prefent Stations to your Bounty. — His Highnels alfo is devoted 
to your Pleafure in all Refpefts •, and from the Interchange of Turbans between you and the lat® 


(fl) Vide Appendix, N* XXIV. . (b) Vide Appendix, N' LXXVI. 
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Nabob, he confidcrs you as the Brother of his Father. —^Vh^tpu^r m,., K. . . 

of his Highnefs, and with rel'pedl: to the well Government of thi, ^ >oi'r I leafltre la Ih. > f 

Manner, appertains to you, his Highnefs does in norcipetl whateler^lS'Lwt^^^^^^ 

you may give, thofe Direftions he will obey,” (^ 2 ) ^ ' luicvtr DiULwK-iiii 

Read, alfo, the following Extraa from the fame Book, and fame Confultalion, be- 
ginning at Page 386 of the fame. uuauon, uc 

“ Anfwcr from Hyder Beg Kawn to Mr. Brirtow. 

“ My Power and Authority in the Sircar of liis Highnefs. is the Gift of the Governor General- 
and I have hitherto received the Support and Alfiftance of the (ientlemcn m 1-otvcr here lie’ 
gardlcls of the Lnmity of People at his Court, and contemning tlicir Animofuy, I luve‘to,'.,ln.Kd 
to do my Duty ; and in Return for faithful Services, I have been inckuied in the Ol ieCts „f ii 
Governor General’s Favour. From you I hoped for an Increafe of Support, and Alf.llaiKc ot 
Credit, and of Power. It mud have proceeded from a Change in my own Fortune, and not 
from any Deficiency of Favour on your Part, that my Keprelentations, by tlic Ellkits of F.nemitv 
have been rendered inefftftiial. ' ’ 

« From the Moment ot your Arrival, I have not, in any Manner whatever, been deficient in 
Obedience, but have in every Bufinefs, and without Hefiurion, fulfilled your ConunnnJ.s, ot 
whatever Nature they might be. As in the important Bufinds rdpedino the ,u I utiv 

Gurr, the Execution of which you were pleafed to direct lhauld not’ be fulpended by Attciuion 
to the Nawab’s Pcrmiinon, or by the Nceeffity of informing him thereof, in the lame Mannci in 
every Bufinefs whatever on which I have received your Orders, at whatever l ime leceived, and 
whatever the Nature of them, I have paid the mod implicit Obedience to thole Ordcis. O/i the 
Inftapt from my firft Appointment to the Ncabut, I have been enabletl to conduct the Affairs uf 
both Sircars, which I have ever confidered as one and the fame, by the AHiflance and Support uf 
the Gentlemen here, and have on all Occafions aded in Obedience to their Dncc^tions •, and tli^ 
I have repeatedly repeatedly * reprclented to you, that on Condition of Suppoit and AllUtiinjW 
would execute all your Command.s, and that in the Afiairs of the Company 1 was icady^iniilhl 
the Commands of the Governor General, thofe of the Gcnilemcn ot the Council, aiyl^Tom IMc^- 
lurc, without Hefitation or Evalion, at the Hazard of my Life, in as much as I cunfidcr my own 
intcreft and Profperity as depending thereon. 

When you formerly fpokc to me relpefting the Toork fa wars, and the Iloufehold Eflablillr 
ments of the Nuvvaub Vizier, I then informed you that I never had had any Concern in the 
Management of thofe Kftablilhir^ents. That the Circumflancc was known to the whole \V(;rld, 
that they were under the Direftion ot the Vizier’s own People, aiui that he never would voluntarily 
confent to the Meafure. You told me in reply, that the Governor (jcneraPs Oidcis were to be 
obeyed, and fo I mud inform the Nabob. 

I, on my Parr, told his Miglinefs in the mofl: pointed Terms, that there was a NecefTify for 
his Compliance with whatever Propofals you fhoukl make by the Governor’s Order lor the Im- 
provement of his Affairs. But other People, at the fame T ime, carried Meffiges from you to the 
Navvaub, importing that whatever his Pleafure might be, you would aft agieeably theietoi nay, 
you even went fo far as to recommend in Perfon to the Nabob, tliat I ihould not be employed in 
thefe Affairs, but that he Ihould conduft them as he thought proper himlelf. Other I'xpreffions 
dropt from you with refpeft to me, which I know not liow to repeat, lor lucli I never could have 
expefted from you. I'his being the Cale, in Juftice confider, that having expi\ Hid youifclt as 
you did expreis yourfelf, what Authority, or Influence, or Kclpctdability tan lemain with me? 
The Conduft of this Bufinefs did not depend upon me, and therefore the Delay cannot have 
arifen from Negleft on my Part. Several People have been employed in Conferences on this 
Subjeft with the Nabob Vizier by your Orders — now, that from Motives of Kindnels and favour, 
you have direfted me to forward this Bufinefs, and added Declarations rclpefting Sujipoit and 
Afliltance, I am, as I have always declared, ready to obey j to whatever you fliaii [>lcalc to corii- 
mand, I fhall never objeft*, and I am every Way ready to obey your Orders in the Execution of 
Affairs, independant of the Inclinaiion.s ol the Nabob Vizicr, if you v»/ill allure me ol Suj^pojc 
and Proteftion in cafe of his Difpleafure. I have never yet ohjefted, nor will 1 now objeft. JJe- 
voted and powcrlels as I am, the Increafe of my Kcfpeftabiliiy and Influence depends upon your 
Favour towards me*, and their Diminution proceeds from o| pofue Caufes.^ Inus 1 liavc ever 
afted, and this I have repeatedly declared, and 1 now repeat, that in the Aff-iis of Sircar.s, 

I am ready to obey the Orders of the Governor Ciencral and tlie Gentlemen of the Council, and 
your's, at the Hazard of my Life, and without Evaflori or Lxeuie.” (/y) 

To fhew Mr. Haftings’s own Opinion of the Situation and Character of the 
Nabob; 


(fl) Vide Appendix, N’ LXXVI. 


(f) Vide Appendix, N li-iJ 


Read, 
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Read, the following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, begin- 
ning at Page 279 of the fame. ^ 

The Governor General defircs that his Inftruftions given to Mr. Briftow, which were read to 
the Members of the Board, and minuted in Confultation, on the 24th of Oftober laft, may be now 
entered. 

“ To Mr. John Briftow. 

“ 4th. Immediately on your Arrival, found the Difpofition of Hyder Beg Cawn j his Conduft 
has for fome Time paft been highly reproachable. Till within thefe Three Months, when Mr. 
Johnfon aflumed a large Portion of his Authority, he pofiefled, without Controul, both the unpar- 
ticipated and entire Adminiftration, with all the Powers annexed to that Government, the Nabob 
himfclf being, as he ever mud be in the Hands of fome Perfon, a mere Cypher in his, and the 
Sandtion by which he exercilcd his Authority; yet he has dared to life boih the Nabob’s Name, 
and even his Seal, affixed to Letters, cither diftated to the Nabob, or written from him without 
his Knowledge, containing very improper Demands on our Government, and fuch as evidently 
tended to promote Hyder Beg’s Influence and intcreft, and even to make him afiume a very un- 
becoming Tone of Refufal, Reproach, and Refcntment, in Oppofition to Mcafurcs recommended 
by me, and even to A6ts done by my Authority, in literal Conformity to the Nabob’s own and 
earneft Solidtations ; fuch as the Refumption of the Jaghcers, and the Seizure of his Father’s 
Trcafurcs, which had been lb long fuffered to remain in the H-inds of the Begum his Mother, and 
the other Conditions of the Fngagements exafted from me at Chunar. On every Occafion of this 
Kind, the late Rcfidcnt has been the faithful Echo and Support of the Minifter’s Pretenfions; I 
mud therefore have Recourfe to you for the Introdudion of a new Syftem in that Government; 
nor can I omit, while I exprefs my Reliance upon you for this Purpofe, to repeat the Sentiments 
which I exprefled in the verbal Inftruftions which I gave you at your Departure, that there can 
be no Medium in the Relation between the Rcfidcnt and the Minifter, but cither the Rcfidcnt 
be the Slave and Vaffial of the Minifter, or the Minifter at the abfolutc Devotion of the Re- 
Much as I am difpleafed at the Condud of the Minifter, I impute it more to the Suf- 
fcranSli^Mr. Middleton than to himfelf; and if he will fubmit to hold his Office on fuch Condi- 
tions as Ir^^uire, I would certainly prefer him to any other Man who could be nominated to his Office, 
becaufc he poflefles Abilities, and a Knowledge of Bufinefs. He exifts by his Dependance on the 
Influence Or (iovernment; and above all, bccaufe a Change of Adminiftration in a Govern- 
ment fo 1 <^ as that of Oude, where all the Parts of it arc held together by the Exertion of adual 
Power, aiid^ not by the Springs of an eftablilbed Conftitution, would be unavoidably produdive 
of Confufion, and Lofs of Revenue; therefore it mult be advileablc to try him by the Mode of 
Conciliation, in your final Converfation with him, at the fame Time that it will be neceffary to do- 
clarc to him, in the plaincll Terms, the Footing and Condition on which he (hall be permitted to 
retain his Place, widi the Alternative of Difmiflion, and a Scrutiny into his paft Condud, if he rc- 
fufes it. In the Firft Place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as his. Letters didated by the 
Spirit of Oppofition ; but lhall confidcr every fuch Attempt as the Minifter’s, and as an Infult on 
our Government. In the Second Place, I (hallex}>ed that nothing is done in his official Charader 
but with your Knowledge and Participation ; at the fame Time, the Firft Share of the Refponfi- 
bility will reft with you. The other Conditions will follow diftindly in their Places, becaufe I con- 
liclcr you as refponlible for them. 

Fort William, At the End, 

23d Od. 1782. (Signed) Warren Haftings.” (a) 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next produce Mr. Haftlngs’s 
own Explanation of thefe Exprellions, when it anfwered his Purpofe to deny their 
Eifca. 

Read, from Book 84, already delivered in, Extraft of a Confultation of the ayth 
September J783, beginning at Page 231 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 29th September 1783. 

‘‘ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

John Maepherfon, and 7 . 

John Stables, J tiqutres. 

Edward Whcler Efquirc, abfent up the Country. 

‘‘ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, containing his Obfervations upon 
Mr. Briftow’s Letter and Defence. 

It made a Part of a general Injundion to treat the Nabob with every poffibic Delicacy^ Con- 
ciliation, and Attention, and was written purely from the Apprehenfion of a Deficiency in the publick. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N"" LIX. 
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Funds not admitting the full Payment of the Company’s iTift: CL 1 ms ir i thr* r ii i 
and neceflary Wants; and may 1 add, without the Ilazaai of draw.iV'. o\, maf ‘i 'r ' 
from luchot my Conftituents as Ihall think tlut m the Time of their ^"^''‘^^■,■1!u^‘• 

exclunee Care Ihould be given to their Relief, * than that of having autaorucd'th " 7 ) 
of an unhappy Prince, whofe Alliance had lubicded him to a ferviit- Depend 7 * 

of this Government; that it was my Intention !o preclude the Op'ln "" ‘ 

ing that the Nabob s perfonal Share of his own Finances (hould be fully allouel p. Pn, .lih 'o | 
tlK Cumpany s Debt remained wholly in Balance. Let me be judged with (\.ndocr ' r ^ ’ 
hance has proved the hxtinrtion ot his Sovereignly, and the Impove, Khment of his Coen r - p i 

^ZlJt IXltL" ‘ 

(Signed at the L’nd) 

^ “ Warren Ilaftirgs.” 

The Manageis for the Commons acquainted the Houfc they would next nroiUue 
Acknowledgments tiom the Vizier himlclf ofhisoWn Dcpendancc upon Mi. IhiHn.., 
after the lime tliat Mr. llallings had entered into Lngagements, the cicclaied 
which was to fiee the Nabob from that Dependance. 

Read, from Book 148, Hready delivered in, the follovving Letter front the Nabob 
Vizicr to the Governor^^Ceneral, received the i;th February r/ 6 ^. 

‘‘ From the Nawab Vizier. Received 17111 I'ebiuaiy ijS.f. 

“ 14. Before this I was eniirely guided by your Plearuie, but now I am moic lo tiun ever 
What you dclired regarding the Securities for the Company’s Money l.as been done, and 1 have 
given the Tceps of the Merchants in addition to that Security : My Country and L'amilv vv 1)L|J 
arc alfo yours, are ready in further Pledge. Set then your Mind perfedly at Fa!e, conccrinj^l^ 
Payment of the Company s Demands, for my Honour and Reputation arc bound with : 

I am, with my Heart and Life, ready to obferve your Wilhesi thereiore, whatever you ihall judjK- 
advifeablc let me know, that I may comply with it. I can have no Fxcule in my Duty and Submil- 
fion to yourlclf.” ^ 


Read, alfo, fiom the fame Book, tlic following Extraft of a Letter from the Nawab 
Vizier to the Governor General; — received 14th December i;S4. 

“ No. 92. Important Events are on the Tapis •, his Royal Highnefs is here, and J1 my Affairs 
are dependant upon yourlelf. Nothing can be relolvcd or undertaketi without your Advice l)y nu*. 
1 he Care of this Government is in every wiy incumbent upon you, for my (government and that of 
the Englifh are one ; great Events arc [ robable, and there is no Dependances on the (.'umdua of 
the Chiefs of this 'ihme. I'hc Charge of all Affairs depends pcrlonally on you, my Ln. nl, lo 
that your coming here is every Way advileable. \N hcti you a'c lure Al AlFaiis can b- luiud in 
the Manner you fhall judge advileable. I hope that out of Fiicndlhip to me, ami 101 the Wellaie 
of our Government, you will fpccdily come.”(r)) 


Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following b’xtrart of .a Letter fiom the Na!;oI) 
to the Governor General, received the 23d December 178^. 

“ From the Vizeir. Received 23 December 1,84. 

N“ 95. Your Excellency’s Letter, in Reply to mine, arrived. 1 dial! lend fuel) an Anfwer 
to his Majelly’s Shokch, commanding me to the Subhmc iheknee, as you hgmh.vl •, bu' the icalh- 
nefs of the Chiefs who are now in the Royal Prelence, and the Change of Times, are Inch, ih c 
there is no Opportunity for Addreffes to be conveyed, in Anlwer to the Ordcis :j)d Shokt .hs (yf 
his Mujefty, till a l lan be formed, how will Rivals, confufmg Affairs, give Ltiluie ? From 'he 
^^ews, and other CircuniRances, you will have heard of the State ot Allairs. Sluyluhs u; his 
Royal Highnefs, according to the Pleafine of the Paiecl Mahnjcc Sindia, and an Ar^-ie Itom him, 
are arrived *, Copies of which will reach you, enclojcd in this. Lrmn the Conrents of Mah.ijec 
Sindia’s Letter, his Sentiments and Intentions concerning h.s Royal Highncls will be ex})]jinDd. 
1 can give no Anfwcr to fuch Points without your Uiredions*, lo that 1 beg you will eom.nuni- 
cate your Plcafure. My Friend, now that you arc at luch a Dillance, much Dillrels ahcLts my 
Mind ; for all my Affairs depend on your Perfon.” (r) 

Then the Managers for the Commons delired Captain Edwards might be called. 


(r) Vide Appendix, LXXVIII. 
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(<») Vide Appendix, N' LXIV, 
(i) Vide Appendix, N* LXXVII. 
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CAPTAIN EDWARDS wss called in, and, being fworn, was examined as 

follows : 

How long was you in the Upper Provinces, and at Lucknow ? 

A. Between Seven and Eight Years. 

Q. In what Capacity ? 

A. In feveral Situations : Firft an Enfign *, then a Lieutenant } and, latterly. Aid de Camp to 
the Nabob of Oude. 

When did you firft go there ? 

A. I went there in the Year 1774. 

And when did you come away ? 

A. I left that Country in the Year 1783. 

Q. Was you at Lucknow about the Month of Auguft in the Year lySii 

A. I was. 

Q. Did you accompany the Nabob, in his Journey at that Time from Lucknow to Chunar ? 

A. I did. 

Qi In what Character did you accompany the Nabob ? 

A. 0 /Hcially, as Aid de Camp. 

Qi Did you hear, as you pafled through the Country with the Nabob, from Luckrtow to 
Chunar, of any Rebellion of the Begums then exifting ? 

A. No, I never did, not at that Time ; I have heard fincc. 

Q Did you arrive at Chunar, with the Nabob, at the Time the Nabob met Mr. Haftings.^ 

A. I did. 

^S^dn what Charadler was you then employed at Chunar f 

AT'Surived at Chunar officially, as Aid de Camp to the Nabob, in confequence of a Detach- 
ment being lent from the Nabob of Oude’s Encampment to attend upon Mr. Haftings. I offered 
my Service as a Volunteer, and was, in Confequence, appointed to the Command of that De- 
tachment, commonly called the Refidcnt’s Body Guard. Mr. Middleton was then Refidcnt at 
Oude. 

You commanded a Detachment which came from the Encampment of the Nabob, the Ser- 
vice of which was to attend upon Mr. Haftings ? 

A. It was to attend upon Mr. Haftings, and to obey any other Order I might receive from the 
Commanding Officer then ftationed at Chunar, who was Colonel Blair; and who frequently ufed 
to fend me with Military Stores from Chunar to Colonel Popham, who was then ftationed about 
Ten Miles from that Place. 

Q. What do you know, refpefting the Treaty figned at that Time at Chunar, between the Na- 
bob and Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I know nothing very particular. 1 heard there was a Treaty figned at Chunar, but the 
Particulars were kept a profound Secret. 

According to your Obfervation, did the Nabob appear to be his own Mafter, and to act from 
his own free Will, or did he appear to be dependant upon the firitilh Government; and what 
were the Obfervations you made f 

A. I did not make any particular Remarks at that Time, but I frequently remarked he was 
entirely lubfervient to the Will both of the Refidcnt and Minifter in every Particular ; not only 
regarding that 'I'reaty, but every Thing elfe relative to the interior Part of the Management of his 
Revenue in general. 

Q. Did the Nabob’s Minifter Hyder B^ Cawn, appear to be in a fimilar Degree of Subferviency 
to the Britilh Government ? did you make fimilar Obfervations in refped of him ? 

A. Yes, I did ; he feemed to be controuled entirely by the then Refident at Lucknow. 

What were the Particulars you did obferve f 

A. I oblervcd, that nothing material was tranfaded, cither at Lucknow or in any other Part of the 
Nabob’s Provinces, without the Sanftion of the Britilh Government; that the Minifter always con- 
fulted the Refident, whoever he might be. I was there for feveral Years ; I was there during the 
Refidency of Mr. Middleton, of Mr. Briftow, of Mr. Purling, of Mr. Holier, and of feveral 
others, and latterly of Mr. Palmer. 

What Means had you of knowing, that he confulted the Refident ? 

A. Whenever I had any Application myfelf to make, or whenever any of the Natives had any 
Application to make, relative to the Management or Government of the Country at Urge, they 
always were referred by the Minifter to the then Refidcnt. 
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Q, Whether While you was atChimar with Mr. Halting, and the Nabob, you was applied to 
for any Information rcfpea.ng the Difturbances in Fyzabad. or in the Nci-dibourhood ' 

A, No : * nffver waq. ^ . 


I never was. 


Did you know, or hear, of any Troops being detached from Chonar 
Difturbances in that Place ? 

A. No : I never heard there were. 


to quell any fuppolcd 


Q. Was it poffible that any Rebellion Ihould have cxifted at Fyzabad at that Time, without its 
coming to your Knowledge ? ’ 

A. 1 think not. 


Q, Could any general Opinion of the Difaffcaion of the Begums towards the Englilh Govern- 
ment have prevailed, without its coming to your Knowledge ? 

A. Not a general Opinion, but certainly private Opinion might have prevailed, without my 
hearing any thing of the Matter; bur, if it had been very general, 1 think it mud have come to 
my Knowledge: at lealU think lo ; lor I had Servants detached, in different Parts, and 1 had 
frequent Intercoiirfe with the Natives; and, I really believe, if a Rebellion had cxiilcd at that 
Period, I ftiould have known, or have heard fomething of it, at lead by Report. 

Did you return with the Nabob from Chunar to Lucknow, when the Nabob parted with 
Mr. Haftings ? 

A. I returned Part of the Way with his Excellency the Nabob, but not the Whole of the Way. 
When he came within a (hort Didance of Lucknow, I recoiled he itruck off* for Fyzabad, and I 
immediately went for Lucknow. I think, at that Time, Mr. Middleton, who was then Refident, 
and Hydcr Beg Cawn, who was then Minidcr, accompanied his Lxccllcncy the Nabob to 

Fyzabad. 

Upon what Account did you fuppofe the Nabob went to Fyzabad, with what View ^ 


The Counfcl for the Defendant objefled to the Qneftion. 

Have you any Rcafon tp know, why the Nabob went to Fyzabad ? 

A. I have no Knowledge in particular, only from common Report. 

Did you hear of any Rebellion at that Time, upon your Return ? 

A. No, not immediately at that Time, but I have heard fince. 

Have you any Reafon to know, what was the Inducement of that Journey f 
A. No, 1 have not. 

Did you at that Time, when you returned, upon the Road, and before you parted with the 
Nabob, hear of any Rebellion exiding, or that was pafled, on the Part ot the liegum^P 
A. I never did. 

Did you fay, that Mr. Middleton and the Nabob went together, when they went to Fyzabad ^ 
A. They left the Encampment together, and 1 underdood they weic going to hyzabad, and that 
they all went to Fyzabad. 

What Guard did the Nabob take with him to Fyzabad ? 

A. I cannot cxadly mention the Number, but I dare fay, mod of the Cavalry he had then ac- 
companied him ; but the Infantry remained in the Encampment. 

What Number of Cavalry ? 

A. I cannot fay what Number it confided of at that Time ; fome Hundred Horfe ; but I cannot 
cxaSly rccollcdt the Number. 

Do you think there were Two thoufand Horfe ? 

A. No j I do not believe there were fo many, nor yet One thoufand Morle. I am fart there 
were not fo many Regulars, what is generaJly called the Nabob’s Cavalry; but rhere were a great 
Number of Horfomen belonging to his Attendants, not particularly attached to his Perlun. 

Do you, or do you not, know how many there were upon the Military Edablifhmcnr, and 

how manf of atiother Sort ? r . • i • 

A. 1 fancy there were about Five or Six hundred, called his Regulars ; all of which are his Ca- 
valry. The Mogul Cavalry arc Troops attached to his Dependents, and he had a great many of 
them. There were undoubtedly a great many of the fird People of that Country tlut attended 
his Excellency ; there yvas hiS Uncle, and a great many other Pcrlons. 

Were there any Military, but what attended his Perfon 
A. Not Gavdry, but a great many Infantry. 

Q;. I thooght you faid, there were none but Cavalry that went with him to Fyzabad ’ 

A. None but Cavalry went with him from the Encampment to Fyzabad. He travelled lo ex 
pcditiotlfly, he could not well take the Infantry with him. 
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Then the Infantry remained with*you in the Encampment? 

A. They did. 

a Whether the regular Troops you fpoke of, were well paid and well appointed Troops, and 
fuch as the Nabob could have depended upon for any regular Service ? 

A. No i I do not bclievt they were •, for I recolledt at that Time they were a great many Months 
in Arrear, and very poorly clothed, and very poorly mounted, and leemed very much difaffcdled. 

1 have known them rcfule to go upon the Servied when they were defired to hold themfclvcs in 
Ucadinefs, unlefs the Minillcr paid them their Arrears of Pay, which at that Time, I believe, 
were very tonfiderable, at lead by Report ; they amounted to a very large Sum. I think his 
1 loricmen at that Time were at lead Fifteen or Sixteen Months in Arrear. I only know thofc Cir- 
cumdances by Report i I have no Knowledge officially. 

But you was there at the 'I'ime ? 

A. I was there at the Time. 

' From their Behaviour and Countenance, did you look upon them as Troops that could be 
depended upon, or in another View ? 

A. 1 looked upon them in another View, that they could not be depended upon. 

Q. What were the Number of Infantry which were left in the Encampment? 

A. I really cannot mention the N umber of Troops they confided of, but there were a great 
many Battalions of Sepoys. 

(T How far was that Encampment from Fyzabad ? 

A. I cannot rightly mention the particular Dillante, becaufe it was in the direft Route from 
Fyzabad to Chun'argur, and the Didance 1 am not particularly acquainted with. 

How far was it from Lucknow ? 

It was about Sixty Miles from Lucknow. 

Q**j,Eit the Didance from Fyzabad you do not know ? 

A. TW: Dillanccfrom Fyzabad I think mud have been thereabouts; I recoiled hearing the 
Nabob got to Fyzabad that Night, the fame Day he left us encamped, and his Excellency gene- 
rally travelled very expeditioudy. I have known him travel Fifty or Sixty Miles in a Day, having 
relaid Elephants for that Purpofe. 

Q. Could the Cavalry get on at the fame Rate? 

A. No, they could not; they got on as fad as they conveniently could, but they could not 
travel at that Rate. 

(T You conceive the Nabob mud have arrived at Fyzabad without his Cavalry ? 
a' I certainly do, and I am perfeidly fure if he arrived that Day, which 1 am not very certain 
of, only by Report, he certainly mud have arrived there without his Cavalry. 

Q, Whether the Nabob, upon leaving the Country to join Mr. Hadings, did not take with him 
all ffie Troops he could get together, in order to bring them to the Affilfance of Mr. Hadings ? 

A. He did. 

Q. And to(jk them with him out of the Country ? ... ■ n 

A. And took thtMii with him *, they joined him upon the Line ot his Murch as expcditiouily as 
they c( uld, becaule they were lent for from different Parts of the Country. 

f) What Qiiantity of Troops did you carry to Chunar? 

^ His Rabble and Camp-followers, and all together, amounted, I dare fay, to 30 , 000 . 

Q. How many Regulars or Military were there ? , . • 

A. Regulars but very tew.— -I think his F.xcellency had about 8,000 Regulars, but there is ^ 
DidiniRion obferved in that Country between the Regulars and the other Mogul Troops; the Re- 
gulars arc difciplined in the fame Manner as the Britifti Troops, and armed and clothed with the 
lame Accoucrcmcnts *, the native 1 roops arc not » they are generally called Matchlock Men, an 
Peons : they go by different Names according to the Country they ferve in. 

O. Did you hear, upon the Nabob’s and Hyder Beg’s Return to Lucknow, any Charge or any 
1 hmg that led you to believe, tlial Difcovcrics of Rebellion or Treafon had been m^de by the Na- 
bob while at Fyzabad ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. When did you firft hear of any Accufation, or Charge of any Rebellion or Difaffeftion 

againft the Begums ? i i i 

A. Some Time after I arrived at Lucknow ; about a Fortnight after, I heard the Gentlemen m 
the Rcfident’s Family mention the different Accounts that Colonel Hannay and his Officers hao 

lent. 
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Q. Was the Intclliffcncc you received upon that Subjeft, confined to Communications made by 
Colonel Hannay and his Officers to the Rcfident’s Office, did you hear of any other bcfidcs f 

A. I heard that fuch Reports prevailed at Lucknow, among the Natives, which were not gene- 
rally believed, and there were a few who mentioned they had heard the Reports. 

Q. The Queftion put to you is, whether you heard of any other Inllances than thofe mentioned 
by Colonel Hannay and his Officers ? 

A. I heard my own Servants fay, as they went through the Market Place, they had heard from 
the Refidcnt’s Servants, that they had heard fuch Reports did prevail. 

Meaning the Reports from Colonel Hannay ? 

A. Yes, meaning thofe Reports. 

Did the Natives in general give any Credit to thofe Reports ? 

A. No, I do not think they did. 

Did you not hear more of this Sort of Report, after the IVeafurc was fcizcd in January 1782 ? 

A. I did i I heard the Treafures were fcizcd in confcquencc of the Report, and the Charge and 
Acciifation made by Colonel Hannay, and fomc of his Officers, that the Begums had been in a State 
of Rebellion i and I underftood from the Reports which I heard there, that the Treafures were 
leized in confequcnce of a Rebellion being in Exirtcncc. 

But after the Treafures were feized, did you hear more particular Circumftances, or how ? 

A. I heard no more than I have juft related. 

0^ Had you an Opportunity of obferving the general State of the Country of Oude, when you 
Firlt arrived there, and for Two Years afterwards ? 

A. No, I had not when I firft arrived. 

How foon after your Arrival there, had you fuch an Opportunity ? 

A. The only Opportunity that I had of knowing the State of that Country, was by marchifjrf 
anil countermarching repeatedly through the different Provinces of the Nabob’s Domirvi^li^ 
and afterwards, when I was appointed Aid-dc-Camp to the Nabob, and attended his E>w»rfrcncy’s 
Perfon whenever he took the Field, or went a hunting, or upon any Excurfion he migh^akc into 
the interior Part of his Dominions. 

When was you appointed Aid*de-Camp to the Nabob ? 

A. I was appointed his Aid-de-Camp, I believe, in the Year 1780. 

Had you not an Opportunity of obferving the general Face of the Country, in the Time of 
Sujah Dowlah ? 

A. I had. 

Did you remark any Difference in the general State of the Country at that Time, and the 
Period when you made your latter Oblervation : Did you obferve any Difference between the 
Condition of the Country at that Time, and that of Sujah Dowlah in the Year 1774, the latter 
Period you have mentioned ? 

A. I did, a very material Difference. 

In what Rcfpedl ? 

A. In the general Afpeft that the Country bore, and the Cultivation of the Country, that it 
was infinitely better cultivated in 1774 than it was in 1783. 

You faid, you had no Opportunity of obferving the State of the Country, till you was ap- 
pointed Aid dc Camp to the Nabob ? 

A. No, except by marching and countermarching. 1 marched in the Year 1774 through the 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah’s Provinces, into Rohilcund. 

Had you thofe Opportunities from the Time of your going tlierc, in the Year 1774 ? 

A. I had ; but not fo much as I had after being appointed Aid de Camp to the Vizier, bccaufc 
I was always before in a fubordinatc Situation i I marched in a direft Line before with the Troops: 
hut afterwards, when I was Aid de Camp to his Excellency, I was my own Mafter, and made 
frequent Excurfions into the different Parts of the Country. 

Had you an Opportunity of obferving the Difference in the general Happinefs and Difpo- 
fition of the People ? 

A. 1 had. 

Did you obferve a Difference in that Refpeft alfo, between your firft coming and the Year 

1783? 

A. Yes, a very fcnfiblc Difference-, in Sujah ul Dowlah^s Time the Country was in a very 
flourilhing State, in Merchandize, Cultivation, and every Article of Commerce, and the People 
then feemed to be very happy under his Government ; which, latterly was not the Cafe *, bccaufc 
the Country in Reality appeared in the Year 1774 in a flourifhing State, and in the Year 1783 
It appeared comparatively forlorn and dcfolate. 
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Was the Court of Afoish ul Dov^ah, when you left India, equal in Point of Splendor to 
what it was in the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. By no means, it was not equally fplendid, but far inferior. 

Were the Dependants and Officers belonging to the Court, paid in the fame punctual 
Manner ? 

A. No, I really cannot fay whether they were paid more regularly m Sujah ul Dowlah’s Time ; 
)nly they appeared more wealthy, and more able to live in a fplendid Stile, in his Time, than they 
rver have done fincc his Death. 

In what Situation was Colonel Ilannay in thole Provinces ? 

^ I underftand that he rented a great Part of the Nabob’s Country, called Baraitch and Go- 
‘uckpore. 

Q. You heard fo ? 

A. I heard lb, only by Report. 

Do you know, what was the general Fame of the Country with refpeft to Colonel Hannay^s 
\dminiIlration in thofc Provinces ? 

A. Only, from Report. 

Q. What was that Report ? 

A. That the Mcaiures of his Government, appeared to the Natives there, very unjuftifiable and 
)pprcnivc. 

Q. What particular inrtance of this Injuftice and OpprelTion did they generally report in the 
"ountry ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objefted to general Report of particular Fa6ls. 

Did you ever fee or know, any Faft or Circumftance, from which you could infer in the fame 
Wilier ? 

AT^^^ien I accompanied his Excellency the Nabob into that Country, I believe it was the latter 
End of thfc Year 1779, or early in the Year 1780, the Country feemed to be little cultivated, and 
very few Inhabitants made their Appearance, and the Few that were in the Country feemed much 
diftrefled, and I underrtood that the Country had been better peopled, but that they had all left 
the Country in confcquence of Colonel Hannay’s Adminiftration. 

Did you ever fVe any Frilbns, Forts, or Cages, which you underftood were made ufc of by 
Colonel Hannay ? 

A. I law what they called Prifons, but I faw no Prifoners there. 1 faw a Place that the Country 
People called a Prifon, but there were no Prifoners there at that Time. 

Dcfcribe what Sort of Place that was, which they called a Prifon } 

A. It was a large Place, fenced round with what they call Bamboo, a very ftrong Reed, that 
grows in that Country, a Kind of Cane, and it was a Place fenced round with this Cane. 

Of what Circumference ? 

A. I take it to be about 60 Feet fquare, but I cannot exaflly mention the Circumference. 1 
took no particular Notice of it, other than jult feeing the Place ; and they told me, that was the 
Prifon where the Natives, wlio had not paid their Rents regularly, wcie confined. 

Confined, by whom ? 

The Counfcl for the Defendant objected to an Examination to the Report of parti- 
cular Fafts. 

Do you know of any Body being confined ? 

A. No : I do not. 

What did the People call thofc Forts or Cages ; by what Name? 

A. They were c.dltd diftercntly i fome called them Cages, others called them Forts, and othcis 
called them Prifons. 

Had not Colonel Hannay left thofc Provinces when you faw thole Forts, Cages or Piifons, 
empty ? 

A. No, he had not, he was then in the Country. 

Q. Was it in Baraitch or Goruckpore that you faw thofc Prifons ? 

A. 1 really cannot diflinftly mention the Place, whether it was in the Goruckpore Province, or 
the Baraitch Province *, but it was at a Place called Byapore. 

When was it you faw this? , ^ r r? l 

A. I cannot cxaAly mention the Month; however, I think it was, to the bed of my Rcco - 
leilion, the latter End of the Year 1779, or early in the Year 1780. 


O. Had 
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Had yoo ever fcen fuch Prifons in any other Province ? 

A. Not exaftly alike j but I have leen leveral other 4Wons in different Parts of the Nabob’s 
Dominions. 

Whether you ever heard any Native of Credit and Authority in the Nabob’s Dominions 
who appeared to believe the Rebellion of the Begums ? * 

A. No, I never did. 

On the contrary, have you any Reafon to believe that the Nabob g.ive Credit to icP 

A. I really cannot rightly prefume to fay, whether the Nabob did, or did not j but I am apt to 
believe that he did not. 

Have you any Reafon, and what, to form a Belief about it? 

A. I have. I think, if he fuppolcd the Rebellion ever cxifted at Fyzabad, he would have 
been the firft Pcrlbn to take, and give the Alarm to the Britilh Troops. 

And no fuch Alarm was taken, » r given to the Britifh Troops ? 

A. No, I think not. As I was always about his Perfon, and in the Camp, I think I certainly 
mult have known it, or heard of it *, but 1 never did. 

Q. When you did hear of this Rebellion, did not yon underftanti it to have been alledged, that 
one Objed of it was to dethrone the Nabob himfclf, as well as to extirpate tlie Englifh? 

A. I underftood that the Intention of the Princefles, the Begums, was to extirpate the Englifli 
dVoops out of the Country, and out of thole Dominions i and likcwife to depofe her Son, and fee 
another Son, who feems to have been a greater Favourite of that Family, upon the Throne, in 
the Room of the 'prefent Nabob; and that Son’s Name is Saadit Ally. 1 have only heard this 
fioin Report; I have ng other Knowledge but mere Report. I underftood from the Report, {he 
was to extirpate the Englifh, and tlepolc her Son who is now upon the Throne. 

Was it after, or before, the Icizing of the 'rreafures, that you heaid a circumftantial Account 
of the fnppofed Objed of the Rebellion? 

A, 'I'hc Report was more general after the fcizing of the Treafures; but yet there wercQj^j^rts 
prevailing in the Neighbourhood, that our Troops were fent there in confcquencc of the that 

was made by Colonel Hannay and Tome of his Officers, of a Rebellion cxifting then at Eyzabad, 
or having cxifted, I cannot rightly fay which. 

Was that Report, after the Order for the Troops to march to Fyzabad ? 

A. It was more general; it was very general then, when the I'roops did march there j and 
more general after the fcizing of the IVcafures. 

When did the Troops firft march ? 

A. It was Ibme Time in the Month of January, I believe, in the Year 1782. 

Q. While you was with the Nabob, in paffing from Lucknow to Chunar, and while you was 
with him or the Army, returning from Chunar, did you then, out of the whole Army, regular 
or irregular, ever hear of any Report of the Begums being in Rebellion ? 

A. No, I do not recoiled I ever did. 

{Cro[s Examination,) Do you recoiled at what Time in Aiiguft 1781, you left Lucknow 
to proceed with the Nabob to Chunar ? 

A. No, I cannot rightly mention tlicl^ate; all that I know is this, that I accompanied the Nabob, 
Mr. Middlcion, and his Attendants, all the Way from Lucknow to Chunargur : I really cannot 
recoiled ; I have no Notes ; and it is fo diftant a Time fince, that I do not recoiled the Parti- 
culars of the Month, or the Day, but I recoiled perfedly, I accompanied the Nabob all the 
Way from Lucknow to Cluinar, and returned again with him, until he ftruck oft on the Road 
for Fyzabad. 

Do you recoiled at what l ime you arrived at Chunar ? 

A. I arrived at Chunar in the Year 1780 or 1781, 1 really cannot particularize it; in 1781, 

I think. 

Q. During the Time you was at Chunar, was you, or not, principally employed in the 
Fort ? 

A. No ; I was employed, that is, my Detachment was ftationed, as the Out-poft of that 
Garrifon, during the Rebellion of Cheit Sing : At Night, all Night, I laid upon my Arms, as 
Out-poft, and in the Day-time I fupplied Colonel Popham’s Detachment with Viduals and mili- 
tary Stores of all Kinds ; and again, at Night, I returned to my Duty, ftationed about Half a 
Mile beyond Chunar, as an Out-poft to the Garrifon. 

Can you ftate, when it was you was firft fent by Colonel Blair to Colonel Popham's 
Detachment *? 

A. I was fent the following Day, after taking Charge of this Detachmenr, which I now fpcak 
^1^1 the Detadunent I commanded, and, in conlcquencc of an Application, I was difpatchcd the 
following Day. 

Q. Did 
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Did you take the Command of the Detachment the Day after your Arrival ? 

A. 1 believe I did ; I took the Command immediately upon Mr. Haftings requeiling he might 
have lome Troops for his Service granted him by the Nabob. The Nabob fent this Detach- 
nieiit without being commanded by any European Officer: Finding that, I offered my Ser- 
vice, and then 1 joined the Detachment, and it was employed in the Manner 1 have already de- 
icribed. 

(iX Which you take to be the Day, or the Day following, after your Arrival at Chunar? 

A. ^'cs. 

Did you ferve under Colonel Popham in quelling the Rebellion of Cheit Sing ? 

A. No liirthcr tlian delivering the Military Stores which Colonel Blair detached to the Encamp- 
ment i and while I was under Colonel Popham, I was amenable to all the Orders he might give 
me, and he frequently gave me Orders to Mr. Haflings or Colonel Blair. Sometimes 1 was to 
deliver a MelTagc perlbnally to Mr. Haftings, fometimes I was to deliver a Meffagc perfonally to 
Colonel Blair ; and fometimes he has fent Priibners with me, that he took in the Couric of the Dav, 
back to Cluinargur. 

But you were employed in no adive Service under Colonel Popham ? 

A. No, I w.as not. 

Do you recollefb how long you were at Chunar ? 

A. I came there with his Excellency tlic Nabob, and I returned with him. 

Can you recollcdt how long that was ? 

A No, I really cannot ; I took no Notice at the Time j I only know this, I went with the Na- 
bob, and I returned with the Nabob. 

Was you at Fyzabad, during the Month of September, or October, 1781 ? 

A. No, I believe I was not •, 1 do not recoiled that 1 was. 

^I^^Vas it not poflible that the Begums, or their Eunuchs, might have raifed Troops for the Af- 
fiftanrfc^lheit Sing, without that Fad coming to your Knowledge ? 

A. It^s pofTible. 

Having fpoken to the State of the Country of Oude in the Year 1774, as being better than 
in the Year 1783, whether in the Years 1780, 1781 and 1782, there had not been confiderable 
Drouglits in Oude ? 

A. Only from the Nature of managing the Country, not from any other Caufe. 

(^. Whetlier you will take upon you to fwear, there had not been fuch Droughts from natural 
Caules ? Do you underftand what is meant by Drought ? 

A. Yes. 

You have referred it to the Management of the Country : Was it,, or not, referable to natural 
Caules in thole Years ? 

A, I never heard of any natural Caufes in thofe Years having happened. 

The Seafon therefore was as wet in thofe Years, as ordinarily in other Years ? 

A. 1 can only mention that I was ftationed in the Country ; if there was any prior to the 7 'imc 
of my being there, I cannot give any Information, but when I went there in the Year 1774, the 
Scafons after that, appeared to be as favourable as the Seafon of that Year. 

But the Qiieflion now is, Whether the Seafons in the Years 1780, 1781, or 1782, were in 
any rclped peculiarly unfavourable, more fo th.in thofe you met with in the Year 1774? 

A. 1 never heard they were. 

You obferved you was there from the Year 1774 to the Year 1783 ? 

A. I W.1S, excepting an Interval of 18 Months ; 1 went up there in the Year 1774 the firllTimc, 
and then I was ftationed in the Company’s Provinces for about 18 Months; and afterwards I was 
appointed in the Year 1777 to the Nabob’s Service, owing to a perfonal Application of his. 

What was the Mifmariagcment to which you attributed the Drought of the Years 1781 and 

1782 ? 

A. The Mifmanagcment of the Nabob’s Minifter. 

I low did that afted the Country with Drought ? I undcrftood you to fay, that the Droughts 
you obferved were in the Years 1780, 1781, or 1782.^ 

A. I never obferved any Droughts while I was in that Country at all ; only I obferved the 
Country was lefs cultivated j and there was great Waftc of Land, owing more to the Mifmanage- 
ment in Oude, not from any natural Caufe. 

I'liercforc you never obferved any Drought at all ? 

A. No, 1 never did. 


5 
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(X Counfcl). Do you mean, that from the firft Time you went to refide at Lucknow, down to 
the period when you left it, you never obferved any Drought whatever ; that in all the Sca- 
fons, during the fcvcral Years you were there, you never ^blcrvcd any Drought to prevail ? 

A. I never recolleft that I did : A Drought might have happened in fcvcral Farts of the 
Country that I had not feen ; but the Country I travelled through, and all the Neighbourhood, 
appeared as well cultivated as it has fincc \ in (hort, there was no natural Defeft. 

Was your general Rcfidence at Lucknow ? 

A. While Aid dc Camp to his Excellency, it was; it was always my Rcfidence: But, pre- 
vioudy to that Appointment, I was Rationed in different Parts of the Nabob's Dominions, in Ro- 
hillcund, Farruckabad, and other military Stations. 

But in all thofe Stations, were you confined to your refpeftive Station, or did your Em- 
ployment carry you fo as to traverfe the Country ? 

A. I was always at Liberty to travel about the Country for a few Days, by obtaining Leave of 
my Commanding Officer. 

Q. Did you do fo ? 

A. Yes, frequently. 

Did you make thofe Excurfions to any confiderablc Diftance from Lucknow, during the 
Time you was Aid de Camp f 

A. About Sixty, Seventy, or Eighty Miles. 

Did the Nabob himfclf frequently go up into the Country and make Excurfions ? 

A. Every Year, and particularly in the Year 1780. 

Where did he go then ? 

A. I think he went either in the latter End of the Year 1779, or early in the Year 1780, to 
Colonel Hannay’s Country ? 

O Did you attend him there ? 

A. 1 did. 

Q. Did he make any other Progrefs round his Country ? 

A. He did not make any other Progreli at that Period, but he frequently ufed to malcc Excur- 
fions backwards and forwards, according as the Weather fuited him. 

You always attended him ? 

A. 1 always attended him. 

Q. What was the Number of Mogul Cavalry, that went with the Nabob to Chunar? 

A. I cannot pretend to inform you ; I do not know. 

What was the general State" of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, when you left India in the Year 1783 ? 

A, It was in a very flourifhing State. 

Did the Natives appear to be happy, or otherwife? 

A* They always appeared to be very happy. 

Q. {from a Lord.) Docs not the Cultivation of the Country depend upon the Supply of Water 
from Wells and Tanks, more than from the Seafon, or Rain Water? 

A. It certainly does. 

Q. {fromCounfil) Have you any Reafon whatever to believe, that the Reports of Colonel Han- 
nay’s Conduit, fuch as they were, reached the Knowledge of Mr. Haftings ? Do you know any 
Thing of it } 

A. No, I do not ; for I really believe, that if the Reports which then prevailed had reached Mr. 
Haftings’ Knowledge, he would immediately have removed Colonel Hannay from his Appoint- 
ment. 

Q. {from a Lord.) Whether the Cavalry, by whom the Nabob was attended to Chunar, were his 
ufual Body Guard, or in what Proportion did they exceed his common Body Guard ? 

A. I cannot rightly inform you of the Proportion; bur, to the beft of my Rccollcftion, he had 
at this Time, when he went to Chunargur, all his Cavalry along with him ; and when he only 
went a hunting, and made the other Excurfions, he frcqi^ently granted Furloughs to his Cavalry, 
and only took along with him fuch a Number; He did not require an exaft Number to iccpm- 
pany him. 

Cannot you recolleft the ordinary Number? 

A. No; he took more or lefs, accordipg to his Pleafurcj bu; when he went to Chunargur, he 
took all with him he could colled ; He fent round the Country to colled thofe who were on Leave 
of Abfcncc to join him, and they all joined him before he got to Chunar. 

ex Did the Orden come from you as Aid dc Camp f 

A. Never. 

9 N 
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(from a Lord.) Whether the Nabob was in an equal State of Subordination to the odier Re. 
fulents, as he was to Mr. Middleton i or whether that Subordination was peculiarly to Mr. Middle, 
ton ? ^ 

A. To all the Refidents alike. 

(from a Lord) Whether the Piifons of which you fpoke, which you faw in Baraitchand 
Goruckpore, were the ufual Prifons of the Country, or were they occafionally put up for any 
particular and fpecial Purpofe i ^ 

A. I really cannot fay, for I never had been in that Country previous to the Time I mentioned 
that is, when Colonel Hannay was in Poffeflion of the Country. ’ 

But have you feen any Prifons in .any other Part of the Country ? 

A. I have. 

Qi Were tliofe Prifons of the fame Conftru(5tion as thofc which you then obferved, or of any 
peculiar Conftruftion ? 

A. They were much of the fame Conftruftion. 

(from a l.ord.) Was it at Lucknow that you heard the Reports concerning Colonel Hannay 
and his Oppreflions ? 

A. It was both at Lucknow and at many other Places •, it was a general Report. 

Q. Whether thole Reports might have reached the Rcfidcnt’s Ears as well as your’s? 

A. I have no Doubt but they did, but I really cannot fay whether they did or did not i but I 
have not the lead Doubt of their reaching the RcAdcnt’s Ears. 

Q. Were tliere any Arrears of Pay due to you, as Aid dc Camp to the Nabob, when you at- 
tended him to Chunar ? 

A. There were. 

What Arrears ? 

1 A. About Five Months Arrears. 

^S^What Orders were left for the Infantry : Were they to follow, to remain in Camp, or to te- 
turn tSSsMcknow, at the Time of your Return from Chunar, when you feparated from the Nabob? 

A. I cannot fay, for immediately upon the Nabob’s gping from Chunar to Fyzabad exprefs, 
he went Poll, I could not follow him •, therefore I left his Encampment and returned to Lucknow. 

Q. You faid, you fuppofed very few Troops attended the Nabob to Fyzabad j do you know that 
of your own Knowledge, or from Report j and what Number of Troops came in with him to Fyza- 
bad ? 

A. I do not know the Number of Troops that were ordered to attend him to Fyzabad, but there 
were very few, or none at all, that could have followed him, when ke entered Fyzabad I fpcak that 
only as a Matter of Opinion. 

Q. (from a l.ord.) The Mogul Horfc are an irregular Body of Cavalry, which the Dependants of 
the Nabob arc obliged to furnifli him with, by the Nature of their Tenure ? 

A. The Horfc that the Dependants upon the Nabob are obliged to furnilh him with, are very 
irregular •, but the Mogul Cavalry arc fometimes very regular ; they are not always obliged to fup- 
ply his Excellency with Mogul Cavalry, any Sort of Cavalry anfwcrs their Purpofe. 

Were thofc which attended the Nabob, Mogul Cavalry ? 

A. Not all i there were very few in comparifon with the others; the others were native Cavalry, 
but not Regulars ; there is a Diftin^ion between the native Cavalry, the Regulars, and the Mogul 
Cavalry. 

I low arc the irregular Cavalry armed ? 

A. With Sabres and Spears, and fometimes with Matchlocks. 

Q. Was you at the Battle of Buxar ? 

A. No ; I was not. 

Q;^ Was you ever employed in the Carnatic ? 

A. No, I never was. 

Was you acquainted with Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I was. 

Did you not confider him as a Man of Abilities and Attention to Bulinefs ? 

A. He certainly was both. 

Qi Did you look upon Afoph ul Dowlah in the fame Light ? 

A. By no Means. 

O. Did you confider him as more addicted to Pleafures, than attentive to the Affiurs of Govern- 
ment ? ’ 

A. 1 certainly did. 

QtWhen 
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(V When the Nabob made tbofe Excurfions, did he make them, generally, to vifit and infpeft the 
^j^oiftradon of his Provinces; or on Hunting Parties? 

A, I really cannot exprefsly mention his Motive, but it was generally imagined, and called, a 
Hunting Party, whenever he made tliofe Excurfions. 

Did he go attended as if he was going a hunting? 

A. They always do that; Whether they go a hunting, or upon any other Occafion, they take 
D<^s, Horfes, and every Thing elfe. 

(from a Lord). If there had been any Difturbance at Fyzabad, or Rebellion there, what 
Troops were Rationed there, fo as to be ready to fupprc(s it? 

A. The main Body was Rationed at a Place called Cawnpore, about Forty Miles ofF-, but there 
were fcveral Detachments nigher : One commanded by Major Gilpin, not many Miles from ‘'yza* 
bad, to the bed of my Recolledlion; another Detachment, I believe, commanded by Major Nay> 
br, in that Neighbourhood} and another commanded, I think, by Captain Jacques; but I am 
not very, certain, I only fpeak to the bed of my Recolledlion. 

Were there any Troops of the Nabob nearer at Hand than^thofe, to dipprefs a Rebellion, if 
it had arifen at Fyzabad? 

A. None nearer than thofe. 

Q;^ His own were not near at Hand to fupprefs it ? 

A. No. 

Q;^ (from a Lord). While you were employed between Chunar and Major Popham’s Detach- 
ment, had you any Opportunity of hearing what the Strength of Cbeit Sing’s Force was ? 

A. Only from the Reports that prevailed in our Encampment. 

In the Statement of thofe Reports, did you hear what Number were fuppofed to belong to 
Cheit Sing ; what were the different Corps, and different Species of Strength ? 

A. There were different Opinions on tliat Head ; fome thought he hada great many Thoufands, 
others thought he had but few j no particular Number was fpccified. 

Q, Was Cheit Sing near Major Popham at that Time ? 

A, He was not. 

Q, Did you at that Time hear of any Corps that had aftually joined, or were expefted to join, 
Cheit Sing from Fyzabad ? 

A. No, I never did, but the main Body were generally fuppofed to be along with Cheit Sing; 
there was another Body which Colonel Popham was immediately againft at this Time, which lay 
about Ten Miles from Chunargur, at a Place called Pateeta; thole Troops, it was apprehended 
would efcalade the Place ; and in fad they had prepared fcaling ^dders for that Purpofe, and 
thofe were the Troops 1 apprehended might moleft me, when I was ftationed at the Out Pofts to that 
Garrifon. 

Then the Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


Then COLONEL ACHMUTY was called in, and being fworn, was examined as 
follows : 

Qj^ Where did you ferve in the Years 1781 and 1782? 

A. I went down with the Brigade I belonged to, into the Southern Part of Orifla, where 1 ferved 
till June 1781, and the Brigade returned in June to our Cantonments, and then I went up to Dina- 
pore. 

Was you Rationed at Dinapore in AuguR and September 1781 ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Was Dinapore the great high Road or Gang Way between Benares and Calcutta ? 

A. There are Two Roads— one is through Dinapore, and there is another Road a few Miles 
from it. 

Was the Road through Dinapore much travelled, in going from Benares to Calcutta ? 

A. ConRantly by the Troops. 

Qi Did you at that Time receive a Letter from Mr. HaRings, defiring you to detach Troops to 

his AffiRance at Chunar? , l 1 u 

: A. Immediately upon the Troubles at Benares, having heard fomething about them, I ^t a Bat- 
talion of Sepoys in Kcadinefs againR I received an Order, which I did, from Mr. HaRings, to 
difpatch a Battalion of Sepoys up to him as faR as polTible. They marched the next Morning after 
I received the Order. 


Q. Did 
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Did you receive a Letter from Major Palmer, a$ well as from Mr. HldlingSy at th^^Tiipe? 

A. The publick Letter I received was from Major Palmer, in Mn Haftioga’ Name, aS bis Aid 
de Camp. I did not receive any Ijcttet^from Mr. Haftings. 

Then a Letter was fliewn to the Witnefs, and the following Queftion was put to 

him. 

Whether you remember to have received this Letter from Mr, Ilaftings from Chunar(j)? 

A. I did. 

Ql What is the Date of it? 

A. The 22d of September 1781. I received it about a Month pofterior to the Time when it was 
written'. 

Q. Whether you had any Reafon to believe that the Begums were in Rebellion at that Period, 
againfl the Britim Government ? 

A. If you will give me Leave to premife, I never was in Mr. Haflings’s Confidence, and every 
Thing that I know of, is merely by Reprt ; I was always with the Troops I belonged tO; and 
every Thing that 1 know of publick Matters, is merely by Report. 

Was it reported or believed in your Camp at that Time, that the Begums were cither in 
Rebellion, were preparing for Rebellion, or were furnilhing any Afllftance to Cheit Sing ? 

A. I never heard that they were j but the Place at which I commanded was at a very great Dif- 
tance from Pyzabad. 

Whether, in any of the Communications or Applications made to you from Benares for 
A/Iiitance, there was any Mention made of fuch a Tranfaction by the Begums? 

A. No. 

Could the Faft of the Begums being in actual Rebellion be a Matter of general Notoriety, 
and not come to your Knowledge, in your Camp, at Dinaporc ? Might that Fa6l have been notori- 
1^^ without your knowing it? 

^^j^^^really do not undcritand how to anfwer that Qiicftion. 

Q.wS your Situation fuch, that if it had commonly been talked of, you would have heard 
it ? "" 

A. If I am afked, Whether I heard that the Begum had raifed Troops, I can anfwer it. But 
as to her Dirpofition, or what (he really did, 1 cannot really fay. 

Do you know any Thing of her raifing Troops ? 

A. No, never. 

(Jh Do you Wieve it likely, that the Begums could have effeded the Extirpation of the Englilh, 
if they had attempted it ? 

A. 1 believe it was impofllblc. 

When did you firfl hear the Begums charged with any Rebellion, or treafonablc Prafticc ? 

A. I really cannot charge my Memory with it, I rccollcft hearing it in Converfation, in Com- 
pany fome Months afterwards, but nothing in particular. 

Do you know when theif Treafurcs were fefzed ? 

A. Yes, I believe I know within a Fortnight or Three Weeks of the Time. 

Was it at that Time that you heard thole Reports ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory r What I heard was merely in Converfation from fome Gen- 
tlemen, that there was fuch a Report, but from no Authority ; as I faid before, I do not know any 
Thing, but merely by Report. I never was employed by Mr. I laftings upon any Publick Matter, 
nor was I ever in his Confidence j therefore I cannot polfibly know any Thing for Truth. 

I think you faid it was Three or Four Months after the Application to you from Benares 
for Froops, that you firft iveard any Thing of the Begums being in Rebellion j was it fooneror 
later ? 

A, I think the Troubles began at Benares about the 20th of Auguft; I fpeak merely from Mc- 
moiy i and I underftood that the P'orce which I fent to Mr. Hafting^^, was in confequence of the 
Rniali of Benares Difaffe<ftion : As to the Begums Affair, I think it was in January or February 
following that I heard of it ; but it was mcicly a curfory Matter in Converfation. 

Q. Did you fee Sir Elijah impey, either upon his going to join Mr. Haftings, or upon his 

Return ? 

A. He did me the Favour to call in the Cantonments ts he was going. He fupped one Night 
in the Cantonments, and fet oflP next Morning. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 216. 
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Was that upon his Return ? 

A. No, going; not on his Return, 

Q. Did you fee Mr. Haftings, when he returned from thefc Provinces to go to Calcutta ? 

A. Yes, he did me the Favour to call in the Cantonments, and to dine with me. 

Q. Did Mr. Haftings at the Dinner, or at any Time while he remained in thofe Cantonments 
inform you of the Rebellion of the Begums i ^ 

A. No. 

Did any Officer with Mr. Haftings hold any Converfation upon that Slibjeift with you ? 

A. None, nor had we any Converfation or con about publick Matters. 

What was the general Fame of the Country, with refpeft to Colonel Hannay’s Govern- 
menc, in the Nabob’s Dominions ^ 

A. 1 know nothing of it but by Report. 

Q. What have you heard about it ? 

A. The Report was various, the Place where he commanded was very diftant from where I was, 
and we had no Sort of Communication. ’ 

What was that Variety of Report ? 

A. If you will afk me any Thing particular I will anfwer, but I cannot charge my Memory to 
anfwer in general 'Perms. 

0 ^ Do you, or not, rccollccT: any general Report, which you heard relative to Colonel 
Hannay ? 

A. I heard that the Inhabitants of Goruckpore were very much difaftefted towards Colonel 
Hannay. 

Q. Did you not hear he had committed great OpprcfTions in the Country : In ffiort, can you 
colled any Thing you heard about him 

A. What I heard about him was inimical, in refped to the Difpofition of the People ; the 

Goruckpore Diftrid are a rebellious People, and I believe were People that never paid any Re- 
venue to the Nabob, without its being very feverely enforced. 

Did you ever hear that the Begums caufed any Infurredions, or inflamed this Difpofition .? 

A. Never. 

Q. What was the general Opinion in the Army, with refped to the Caufeof Colonel Hannay’s 
difaftrous Situation in 1781 ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the Queftion, as ffolno* to general Report 
of a particular Fa6l. 

What Circumftances do you know with refped to the Conveyance of any Treafures of Co- 
lonel Hannay’s, down the Ganges to Calcutta ? 

A. I have repeatedly mentioned before, that every Thing I know of thefe Matters is iniirely by 
Report. 

^ Q. From the Means you had of obtaining a Knowledge of the Difpofition of the People in 
Fyzabad, to whom do you conceive the Begums would have appi.ed for Afliftance, if ilicy had hatl 
any Occafion CO raife Troops, or had apprehended any Danger : Have you any Knowledge of the 
Situation of Fyzabad at all ? ta 

A. I have. 

Then, from the Knowledge you have of Fyzabad, where could the Begums have had Re- 
cQurie for Force, if they had wanted it ? 

A. Immediately to Lucknow. 

To whom do you think they would have applied, at Lucknow ? 

A. They would either have applied to Lucknow, or to the Governor General and Council. 

But the Queftion is, if they had applied to Lucknow, to whom would they have applied 

there ? 

A'i To the Refidcnt. 

(Crofi examined). How far is Dinaporc from Fyzabad } 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with the Diftance pofitivcly. The India Company have a Book 
ot the Roads, publifticd by Authority, by Major Reynolds; if the Book was here it would afeer- 
it exaftly. 

Can you tell the Diftance nearly ? 

A. I do not know. 


Qi Specify 
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Specify within Thirty, Forty, or Fifty Miles do you know the Diftance ? 

A. Not cxaftly i but the Book of R%ads can be eafily refoned to. 

Should you go through Benares, in order to go to Fyzabad from Dinapore ? 

A. There is a Road that Way, but you may go another *, that is the moft genera] high 
Road. 

How near is it, according to your Memory ? 

A. I really believe it is Three hundred Miles, if not more. 

Whether the Communication between Dinapore and Fyzabad was open about the Month of 
September ? 

A. I do not know. 

{by the Managers.) Was it open to Benares ? 

A. It was not open for a long Time during the Troubles; but I cannot pofitively afeertain 
the Time. As foon as our Troops made a Junction there, and quelled them, it then began to be 
open ; I cannot pofitively afeertain the Time. 

Q; Do you rccolledk, whether you gave any Reward to Meffengers to go from Dinapore to Be- 
nares ? 

A. I offered a Thoufand Rupees to People that offered themfeivcs to go, and they undertook 
to go in Five Days. I advanced Fifty Rupees to the Man who promifed to go. 

This was at the Time, before the Troubles at Benares were quelled ? 

A. Xes. 

Do you know of what Defeription of Force the Troops under Cheit Sing confided ? 

A. I do nut. 


k Did the Nudjeebs compofe Part of the Force of Cheit Sing i 
I never heard. 

your Situation afford you an Opportunity of knowing, of what Cheit Sing’s Force 

con lifted ? 

A. Not pofitively: Nothing but by Report. I had nothing at all to do with h'm, nor did I 
know any Thing further of him, than hearing he had a large Force always; th; f me as his 
Father had. 


Whether it was Mr. Haftings’s Cuftom at any Time, to talk of publick Subjc(fts at Dinner : 
Was it ufual for him in Company to talk about publick Affairs ? 

A. I believe I mentioned before, that I never was in Mr. Haftings’s Confidence; and I believe 
it was- very unufual for him to fay any Thing about publick Matters. 

Have you had frequent Opportunities of dining, and being in Company, with Mr. Haftings ? 
A. Very often. 

Did he ufe to talk of publick Subjeds in that Sort of Society ? 

A. 1 do not recollcft that fie did. 


You have laid, you did not’bclievc the Force of the Begums could be fuflicient to extirpate 
theF.nglilh; arc you acquainted fufficiently with the Eftablifhmcnts, in their fevcral Jaghiies, to 
know what their Force was, and whether it would not have been very confiderable, joined to 
Ch^it Sing’s ? 

A. I do not know what their Force was. 

Whether that was not a Crifis, in which the Addition of any confiderable Force, would 
have had great Lffed upon the Succefs of the Britifh Arms ? 

A. I do not know how to anfwer that Qiiellion ; if you mean, to oppofe the Britifh Troops, I 
fiiould think they would not. 

Whether, from your Knowledge of Mr. Haftings, and of the Reputation that he had in the 
Country, you think he would have countenanced Opprcffion in any Body whatfoever ? 

A. No; I do not imagine he would. 

f/rffw a Lord.) You faid, that on or about the 20 th of Auguft, and a Month before the fign- 
ing the Treaty of Chunar, you heard Something about a Rebellion, which induced you to make 
Picparations to aflill Mr. Haftings -, I wifh to know what that Something was, and from whom 
you heard it ? 

A. I know nothing at all about the Treaty of Chunar. 

You laid, you had your Corps in Readinefs, expelling it would be called for; the Qpeftion 
put to you is, what was the Nature of the Information you had received, and from whom you 
received the Infoimation, which caufed you to hold your Corps in Readinefs ? 

8 A. I 
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A. I hea;d the Report firft m the Bufar or publick Market; then I received a Letter from Mr 
taw at Patna, informing me there had been feme Dift^rbanccs at Benares, and he was afraid of 
the Confequcnces. Upon this I took Alarm, and ordered a Battalion of Sepoys (Major Craw- 
ford’s) to iK got in Rcadinels and fupplied with 24 Rounds a Man.— About one o’clock next Morn- 
ning I received a publick ^tter from Major Palmer, in the Governor General’s Name, to detach a 
Battalion immediately, and they marched the next Morning. 


Was that, on or about the 20th of Auguft 1781 ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory. The Troubles began about the i8th or 20th, and I believe 
it was the 21ft. I prefume particular Days, within Two or Three Days, makes no Manner 
of Difference; it is all from my Memory, for I did not bring home thofc publick Papers with 

rtic. 


(I (from a Lord.) Do you remember what Length of Time there was from your hear, 
ing that Report which made you prepare, to your actually receiving the Letter from Major 
Palmer ? ^ 

A. Not above Thirty-fix Hours. 

Then the Witnefs was dire6fed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated they fliould next read feme Letters from 
Mr. Haftings to the Vizier, to (hew the Earneftnefs with which Mr. Haftings prefled the 
Rc-appointment of Colonel Hannay, even after he had Knowledge of his Mifeonduft. 

Read, the following Extrafts from Book iii, already delivered in, 

“ To the Nabob Vizier. Written 26th April 1780. 

13. “ I have learnt, with very great Satisfaftion, that your Excellency has been plcafcd to refto^ 
to Major Hannay the Charge of Ibpcrintcnding the Diftridts of Gorickporc, &c. with whichjj^ir 
formerly inverted him. I erteem this a Mark of your Attention to my original RccomirK^jreti^ 
of Major Hannay j and from the Abilities, Integrity, and Zeal for your Service, which/lKnow he 
poflefles, I am perfuaded your Excellency will have no Caufe to repent the Appointment you have 
given him. In order, however, that the Intention of this Appointment may not be defeated,' and 
that the Major may not be deprived of the Means of accomplifhing the Services expefted from 
him, it is indifpcnfably ncceflary that your Excellency (hould not only give him due Authority 
and Support, but that you (hould convince him, as well as the immediate Rulers of the Country 
he has to fuperintend, and above all the People about your own Perfon and Court, that you place 
an implicit Faith and Confidence in his Zeal for your Service, and will not luffer any Perfon 
whatever to obftrudt or thwart him in the Exertion of it. This is fo obvioufly neceflary that 
I truft it is your Excellency's firm Intention to do fo, and it will be the certain Means of obviat- 
ing thefe Difficulties and vexatious Obrtacles, which I underlland, and have every Rcalon to 
believe, were oppofed to the Major's Endeavours when he was before employed by your Excellency 
in that Country, to the orcat Detriment of your Service and Government. 

“ So long as your Excellency obferves that Line of ConcluA towards Major Hannay, I (hall 
be very happy to hear of his Continuance in the Office wherein you have placed him, bccaufe I 
am convinced his Labours will be attended with the mort falutary EflFefts to your Government, 
and that Degree of Credit and Reputation to himfelf, which I always fiattcred ^ would rellilt from •sicinOri^. 
my Compliance with your Excellency's firrt Requifition of his Services. 

“ It is not my Intention to force, or even to influence your Excellency's Inclination.s with 
refpeft to employing Major Hannay; whatever may be my Wi(hcs on this Head, 1 do not defire 
they (hould controul yours. The Term of Major Hannay's Services depend f on your Excellency's f sic in Orijr. 
Pleafurc : All I (hall contend for is, that while he is employed by your Excellency, he be em- 
ployed in fuch a Manner as not to bring Difgracc on his own CharaAcr, or Diicredit on my Re- 
commendation. This is certainly what I have a Right toexpeft; and I think it necefTary to de- 
clare to your Excellency, that unlcfs it is complied with, it will become my Duty to recall Major 
Hannay altogether from your Service. The perfonal Regard I have for him, will not fuffer n>e 
to continue him in any Situation where he is fubjeA to unbecoming Treatments; and 1 think much 
too highly of his Abilities, to confent to their being thrown away in an ufelefs Purfuit. 

“ Your Excellency will not confidcr this Letter as written in confcqucnce of any Reprefenta- 
tions from Major Hannay — he is not acquainted with writing it ; and the Tenor of all the Letters 
1 have received from him fince his Rc-appointment to his former Charges, would encourage me 
to believe your Excellency had determined to purfue that Line of Conduft towards him, which 
I have now taken the Liberty to recommend ; but Major Hannay mud cxpeA to meet with 
powerful Oppofition among the Dependants of your Court, who will naturally view his Ap- 
pointment, and the Confidence which you may be inclined to re(brt:|: in him, with Jcaloiify and x sicinOrif. 
Difguft, and their moft artful Inlinuations will ever be employed to bias your Judgment, and betray 
you into their inttrtfted Views. This, I am perfuaded, was the principal Source of all the Vexa- 
tion 
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tion and Difappointmcnt which the Major experienced in his former Endeavours to promote 
your Excellency’s Service; and it is the Defirc I have to guard you againft fuch incendijily 
DtTigns in future, that has induced mclo give you this early Declaration of my Sentiments and 
Expeflations on Major Hannay’s Appointment.” 

To Hyder Beg Khan. Written the 26th April 1780. 

14. “ Having been informed, that the Vizier has been pleafcd to reftore Major Hannay to the Office 
of iuperintending the Diftrifts to the Eaftward of the River Gogra ; I have thought it neceffary to 
write to his Excellency, fignifying my Sentiments and Expedations in regard to the Major’s Ap- 
pointment. 

** As you have a principal Share in conducing the Affairs of the Nabob, and confcquently an 
Influence with him, I enclofc you a Copy of a Letter to his Excellency on the above Subjeft, 
that you may alfo be clearly informed of my Sentiments and Wilhes ; and as it muft appear to 
every Man of Underftanding or Difcernment, that I have recommended nothing, but what tends 
to promote the Intcrefls of the Nabob’s Government, I do expert from you a willing and hearty 
Exertion of all your Endeavours to render my Recommendation cffcftual. You- mufl: be well 
acquainted with the Regard I bear Major Hannay, and you may be affured, that I fhall confidcr 
every A 6 t of Kindncis to him, as a 7 edimony of your Attention to me.” 

To prove, that the Nabob’s Complaints to Mr. Haftings, of the Mifeonduftof the 
Englifli Officers in his Country, were ineftedliial ; 

Read, from Book 119, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Nabob 
Vizier to the Governor General, received the ift February J78/, beginning at Page 
21 of the fame. 

“ From the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla. Received id February 1781. 

All the Officers ftationed with the Brigade at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Darunghur, and Fur- 
raclSfc^. and other Places, write Purwannas, and give pofitive Orders to the Aumils of all thefe 
Places r^efting the Grain, &c. from which Conduft the Country will become depopulate. I 
am hopeful from your Friendffiip, that you will write to all thefe Gentlemen not to iffuc Orders, 
&c. to the Aumils, and not to fend Troops into the Mahals of the Sircar ; and for whatever Quan- 
tity of Grain, &c. they may want, they will inform me and the Rclidenr, and wc will write it to 
the Aumils, who (hall caufe it to be fent them every Month, and I will deduct the Price of them 
from the Tuncahs. 'Phis will be agreeable both to me and to the Ryots.” 

“ Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobind Ram. 

“ I fomc Time ago .wrote you the Particulars of the Conduct of the Officers, and now write 
them again. The Oflicers and Gentlemen who are at Cawnpore and Futtyghur, and Darunghur, 
and other Places, by different Means, aft very tyrannically and oppreffively towards the Aumils, 
and Ryots, and Inhabitants; and to whomfoever that requires a ] 3 ulUick, they give it with their 
own Seal affixed, and lend for the Aumils and punifli them. If they fay any i lung, the Gentle- 
men make ule of but Two Words; One, that is, for the Brigade, and the Second, that is, to 
♦ Sir moiig. adminiftcr Juflicc. The Particulars of it is this*, that thcBipparics will bring their Grain from all 
(Quarters, and lell for their Livelihood. There is at prefent no War to occafion a Neeeffity for 
iending for it. If none comes, whatever (^antity will be neceffary every Moiuli, 1 will mention 
to the Aumils, that they may bring it for Sale; but there is no Deficiency of Grain. I'he Gentle- 
men have cllablilhed Gunges for their own Advantage, called Colonel Gunge, at Darunghur, 
Futtyghur, &c. The Colledtions of the Cuftoms from all Qiiartcrs they liavc flopped, and 
collcftcd them at their own Gunges. Each Gunge is rented out at 30,000, — 40,000, Rupees, 
and their Collcftions paid to the Gentlemen. They have eltablilhed Gunges where there never 
were any ; and whcic they were, thofe they have abolifhed. 30,000 or 40,000 Rupees is 
the Sum they arc rented at. The Collcftions, to the Amount of a Lack of Rupees, arc 
flopped. Major Brifcoe, who is at Darunghur, has cftablifhed a Gunge, which rented out 
for 45,000 Rupees, and has flopped the Ghauts round about the Bipparies ; and Merchants com- 
ing fiom Cafhmere, from Shaw lehanabeid, and bringing Shauls, and other Goods and Spices, &c# 
from all Qiiartcrs, he orders to his Gunge, and collefts the Duties from the Aumils, gives them 
a Chit and a Guard, who condufts them about 500 Cofe, The former Duties are not collefted.^ 
From the Conduft at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Farruckabad, &c. the Duties from the Lilia of 
Gora, and 7 'hlawa, are deftroyed, and occafions a Lofs of 3 Lacks of Rupees to the Duties; and 
the Loffes that arc fuflained in Farruckabad may be alccrtaincd by the Nabob Mozuffif Jung, to 
whom every Day Complaints arc made; cxclufivc of the Aumils and Colleftors, others lodge Com- 
plaints. Whatever 1 do, I defirc no Benefit from it; I am remcdilefs and filent. From what hap- 
pens to me, 1 know that worfe will happen in other Places, 7 he Second Word I know is from 
their Mouths only ; I'his is the Cafe, In this Country formerly, and even now, whatever is to be 

received 



received or paid amongft the 2 ^mindars, Ryotts, and Inhabitants oF the Cities, and poor People, 
neither thofe who can pay, or thofe who cannot pay, ever make any Excufe to the ShroRs, but 
when they couM pay thn did. In old Debts oF 50 Yeai%, whoever complain to the Gentlemen, 
they agree that they (hall pay One-fourth, and fend Ouftucks and Sepoys to all the Aumils, the 
Chowdries, and Canoongoet, and Inhabitants oi all the Towns i they fend for every Body to do 
them Juftice, confine them, and fay they will Icttle the Bufineft. So many and numerous are thefe 
Calamities, that I know not how much Room it will take up to mention them. Mr. B-’ilcoe is at 
Darunghur, and the Complaints of the Aumils arrive daily. I am filent. Now Mr. Middleton is 
coming here, let the Nabob appoint him for the fettling all thefe Affairs, that whatever he (hall 
order thofe Gentlemen they will do. From this every Thing will be fettled, and the Particulars of 
this (garter will be made known to the Nabob. I have written this, which you will deliver to tlw 
Governor, that every Thing may be fettled, and when he has underftood it, whatever is his Incli> 
nation, he will favour me with it. The Nabob is Matter in this Country, and is my Friend. 
There is no Dittindioia Written the i sth Zckaida.’* 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die MercuHi, 21° Maij 1788. 


T H E Lords b(!)ng in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at tlie Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

It was moved that Major Scott might be called in. 

The fame was agreed to. 

Then, MAJOR SCOTT being called in, acquainted the Houfe that he wilhed to 
explain an Anfwer to a Qu^eftion put to him in a foimer Examination, which he did 
not underftand at the Time, refpefting a Communication to Mr. Larkins. 

Then the following Queftions and Anfwers were read by the Clerk. 

“ Q;^ Was you not made the Channel of Communication between Mr. Larkins in India and 
the Court of Dire^ors, refpedting Money taken by Mr. Haftings ? 

“ A. I was I and 1 will beg Leave to explain that Circumllance alfo, by taking it up fre^me 
Time it originated. I think in the Month of March 1 784, nearly about the Time of ^jirfUiATo- 
lution of Parliament, a Letter was fent from the Court of Directors to Mr. Hadings, defiring 
from him an Explanation of the (everal Sums that he had received : I think he was defired to (late 
the Periods when each Sum was received, and his Reafons for concealing that Receipt from lus 
Council. This Letter arrived in Bengal, as I underltood, in the Month of September 1784, when 
Mr. HaRings was at Lucknow. Mr. Haltings came down to Calcutta in November 1784, and 
religned the Government of Bengal the ill February 1785. It happened, that he had not ad- 
verted to that particular Paragraph from the Court of Dire^ors, before he left Bengal ; and, upon 
his Arrival in England, I mentioned this Omillion to him : In Confequence of that, he wrote a 
Letter from Cheltenham, to the Court of Dire^lors, mentioning the CircumRanccs, anfwcring 
their Quellions, and telling them, that, if they wanted a full and complete Account of all the 
Tranfadlions, he referred them to Mr. Larkins, who was acquainted with the Whole of them. I 
thought that the Court of Directors might be fatisiied with the Ex|)]anation Mr. Mailings had then 
given, and that neither they, nor the Board of CommilTioners, might think it worth their While 
to enquire any more about it, as they had received all the Money, and it had been expended 
upon the Company’s Account. The Event has proved, that I thought right : But 1 took the 
Liberty to mention to Mr. Mailings, (from believing in my Confcicnce, that he never was con- 
cerned in any pecuniary Tranfaflions that he would wtlh to conceal)', I took the Liberty to men- 
tion to him, that he had better, himfelf, write to Mr. Larkins, and delire he would fend the Ac- 
count to this Country, to the Chairman of the Court of Dircflors. In confequence of that Let- 
ter, which Mr. Mailings did write, Mr. Larkins fent Mr. Mailings a Letter, dlrefled to the Chair- 
man of the Court of Direflors, containing the Account, a Part of which was juR now read. 
Mr. Larkins afllgned to Mr. HaRings, as a Reafon for lending the Account under Cover to him, 
that, as neither he, nor the Governor General and Council, had received any Orders or Direc- 
tions, from the Court of Direftors, upon this Subjeft, he thought he could not, with Propriety, 
addrrfs them diredly ; and therefore had fent the Letter to Mr. MaRings, to deliver himfelf. Mr. 
HaRings deRred me, as I was going into the City that Day, to give it to Mr. Michie, the Chair- 
man, though it was directed to Mr. Devaynes, who had been the Chairman the preceding Year : 
That is the Reafon of my delivering the Letter to Mr. Michie as I did. 

“ Q. The QueRlon is. Whether there was any Communication that palTcd through you ? 

** A. That was the only Communication.” {a) 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 566. 


Then 
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Then the Witnefs faid j 

I beg Leave, in Explanation of that Anfwcr, to fay, that I fuppoled the Second Qoellion to 
relate only to any Communication that might have been made to the Court of Direftors through 
me from Mr. Larkins, or feme Perfon in India i but, as it appears in the Minutes of Evidence, 
the Qucftion is general j and another Communication certainly did pafs through me upon the Sub- 

jed of I’refents. In the latter End of the Month of June, 1785, or early in July, I wrote a 

Letter to Mr. Devaynes, then the Chairman of the Court of Diredlors, in which I detailed to 
him the fulled Account of thofe Prefents that it was in the Power of Mr. Hidings to give. That 
was prior to the Date of Mr. I ladings’s Letter from Cheltenham.— There is another Part of my 
Evidence which, if your Lordfliips w.ll give me Leave, 1 can now fpeak to with more Certainty 

than 1 did before. In confequence of a Queftionput to me when I was laft examined, relative to 

the Departure ol the Nymph, I anfwcred as I thought the Fa£t was ■, and, upon Inquiry, I 
find It to lie piecilcly as 1 dated it.— -The Nymph went with Sir Edwaj^d Hughes to Nega- 
patnam, and then to Trincomalej and after the Capture of Trincomale dtf the 1 5th of January 
1782, Sir Edward Hughes lent that Ship with Difpatches to Government i and the Letter from 
Fort William, dated in Oflobcr 1781, came in the fiune Velftl. 

(from a Lord). In the Affidavit of Ahlaud Sing, there is an Expreffion which, perhaps, you 
can explain i and that is, “ that, after a few Days, an Order came from the Colonel to Munnowur 
Khan, diredling, that if the Rajah, Mudapha Khan, had been put to Death, well — if not, drike 
off his Head” (a) : And, it was afterwards faid, that he was beheaded in confequence. Do you 
know who the Colonel was, that is alluded to in that Affidavit ? 

A. 1 really do not know •, but I Ihould fuppofe it was Colonel Hannay. 


(from the Managers.) When and where did you difeover this Error in your former Evi- 
dence ? 

A. I difeovered it at the Office of Mr. Cowjacr, the firft Moment I read the Pafiage : I men- 
oned it to him then, as foon as 1 read it ■, I believe it was the Day before Ycfterday i and I faid, 
.^Niedly wifhed to have an Opportunity of explaining it. I txg to obferve, that it does not 
goril^redl any one Part of the Evidence I have given •, but it was an Error in fuppofing a 
Queftiorr\> be confined, which Queftion, upon reading it in the Minutes of Evidence, I find to 
b^ general. A QMftion was alked me. Whether I was the Channel of Communication from 
Mr. Larkins, in India ? I anfwered, pointedly and diredlly, how far I was the Channel of 
Communication. Another Queftion was then alked, which I fuppofed to have Reference to the 
fdrmer Quefiion ; but, upon reading it in the Minutes, I find it to be general : And I certainly 
did write a Letter to Mr. Devaynes, upon the fame Sut^eift of Prefents : It is not to corred any 
Part of my former Evidence i but to give a direfl Anfwcr to a Queffion which 1 did not under- 
Hand before. 


Do you mean to fay, that you did not difeover this Miftake before it was printed ? - 

A. Not till it was printed. — I difeovered another Thing that I fuppofed to be an Error, which 
I found afterwards was no Error in my Evidence -but this particular Part I did not difeover till 
1 read iti and the Moment I read it, I mentioned it to Mr. Cowper. 

Did Mr. Haftings apprife the Court of Direftors that he had received a Sum of Money as 
a mfent, when he made the Offer to apply that Money to the Service of Colonel Camac’s De- 
tachment ? 

A. I do not recollefi what is the precife Expreffion of the Letter : It is in a publick Letter, and 
that Will fpeak better to the Point than my Rccolledlion can. 

^ Did Mr. Hallings mention to you his having received that Sum of Money as a Prelent, at the 
Time he made that Order to the Board ? 

A. The Tranfaftion happened when I was in India, in my Way from Calcutta to Chunar : It 
happened when I had left Mr. Hallings’s Family, therefore he never mentioned any Thing of it to 
me m India at all. 

Whether you do not know, that in Point of Faft, Mr. Haftings never informed the Court 
of Directors that he had received that Prefent in any Shape, till tm Court of Direflors had de- 
manded an Explanation from him upon that Head P 

A. Now I underftand the Queftion, and will anfwer it according to my CtmftruAion of the 
Paffagc in Mr. Haftings’s Letter, as far as I recoiled it. He certainly did make a Communication, 
becaulc, if I am not miftaken, the Expreffion is this, « The Money, by whatever Means it came 
into my Pofleffion, was not my own) and I neither could, nor would, have received it bptfor 
your Ufc.” Which, 1 think, implies clearly that it was Money received u a Eipfent. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 240, Lia^y. 
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The Managers for the Commons ftatcd, That that 

Faa. 


was dlreaiy contrary to the 


The Counfel for the Defendant requefted that the Letter might be read to the Wit- 
ncfs, that he might have an Opportunity of knowing whether it were, or were not 
confiftent with the Evidence he had juft given. * 


The Managers for the Commons were aikcd, if there was any Thine in the 
Letter, more than what the Witnefs had repeated upon that Subjeft. ^ 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they meant to fpeak of the 
Firft Letter, where Mr. Haftings mentions having applied Money to the Ufe of Colonel 
Carnac’s Detachment. 


The Witnefs faid. 


That IS a Letter of the 29th of November 1780, I believe. If your Lordlhips will have the 
Gooiinels to permit me to obferve, that the Honourable Managers and I are Ipeakinc of Two 
1 hings perfcaiy different.— The Honourable Managers, as 1 underftand, talk of a Minute of 
Connell;— I fpeak of a Letter written by Mr. Haftings to the Court of Diredors, dated in No- 
vember 1780, which was the Firft Account he gave of the Prefent, and that I underftood to be the 
Quellion put to me. 


The Managers for the Commons ftatcd, that the Witnefs miift have mifunderftood 

the (.iyeftion. They underftood the Witnefs to have depofed, that in Mr. Haftings’s 

Communication to the Court of Direaors, he underftood the bubftance of what Mr. 
Haftings faid, to imply that he had received a Prefent.— That might jioffibly be fo iii 
the Letter} but what they meant to Ihcw was, that the Witnefs in ftating 1 
have been incorre6l ; becaufe, in Point of Fadi he mentioned it in another \ 
not in a Way to juftify the Witnefs, or any Perfon, in faying that it was : 

Prefent > that they referred to the Minute of Council for that Purpofe. 

Letters of Dates long fubfequent, they were not material to the C^eftion. 

The Witnefs faid, 

It is a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Court of Diredtors, dated Fort William, the 29th No- 
vember 1780: In that Letter he fays; “ The Money, by whatever Means it came into my Pof- 
Idiion, was not my own, that I had myfclf no Kight to it, nor could, or would have received it, 
but for the Occafion which prompted me to avail myfclf of the accidental Means, which were at 
that Inftant afforded me of accepting and converting it to the Property and Ufc of the Company.” 
This is the Letter of which I fpokc. ^ ^ ' 

Qi That is what you applied your Explanation to ? 

A. Exaiflly. 

The Managers for the Commons were alked, if there was any other Queftion 
which they wilhed to put by way of Explanation. 

The Managers for the Commons ftatcd, that the Letter which they alluded to, fent 
afterwards from the Court of Diredors to Mr. Haftings, was dated the 25th of January 
1782 ; in which (alluding’to this Tranfadion, of his offering to fupply the Expence or 
Colonel Camac’s Detachment, as appears by the Minutes of Council) they fay, 

“ In regard to the Firft of thtfe Tranfadlions, we readily conceive that in the then State of the 
Council the Governor General might be induced to temporary Secrecy refpefting the Members of 
the Board, not only becaufe He might be apprehenfive of Oppofition to the propoied Application 
of the Money, but perhaps bccaule Doubts might have arifen concerning the Propriety of appro- 
priating it to the Company’s Ufe on any account : But it does not appear to us that there could 
br any real Ncccffity for delaying to communicate to us immediate Information of the Channel by 
which the Money came into his Poffeffion, with a complete Illuftration of the Caufc or Caufes of 
lu extraordinary an Event. 

" Circumftanced as Affairs were at the Moment, it appears that the Governor General had the 
Meafure much at Heart, and judged it abfolutcly ncccffary. The Means propofed of defraying 
ihc extra F.xpcnce were very extraordinary, and the Money, as wc conceive, muft have come into 

Hands by an unuftial Channel; and when more complete Information comes before us, wc 
•ball give our, Sentiments fully upon the whole Tranfadion:” 

That, in anfwer to this Letter of the 25th of January 1782, Mr. Haftings makes a 
Communication that the Money was a Prefent, but conceals from whom that Prefent 
'^as taken. The Witnefs, in his former Evidence, ftates that Mr, Haftings did com- 

9 municate 
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muiiicate that he had received a Prefent when he firft received tho Mon^, and when 
he firft made the Offer to the B»ard, and that he afterwards communicated to him 
that that Frefent was received from Cheit Sing ; whereas it appears here that he did 
not make any Communication of the Means by which the Money came into his 
Hands $ but, upon the Court of Directors rebuking him, and requiring an Expla- 
nation, then he made that partial and half Confeflion that it was a Prefent, but con- 
ceals from whom. They defired the Witnefs therefore to be alked, 

O. Whether that Fait did not contradidt his former Evidence? 

^ I am pcrfedtly clear without having the Evidence before me, or looking at it, that it is pre- 
cifely agreeable to my former Evidence, and that there is not the fmallell Contradiftion of any 
Kind } but the Word “ Board” has been introduced in the Obfervations juft made, which I never 
made ufe of in my former Evidence. I referred to this Letter to the Court of Direftors, and never 
faid a Syllable of any I'hing that palfed at the Board about the Money. I am perfcdlly convinced 
that it will be found corredt. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

The Managei's for the Commons acouainted the Iloufe, they would next proceed 
to a Head of Evidence, which they mould call Subornation of Letters, in order to 
ftiew, that, befides the general Prafticc of fupprefling Correfpondence, Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Middleton were themfelves the Fabricators of almoft all the Letters of the 
Nabob, which were favourable to their Views. 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the aift May 1781, from Book 35, 
/ already delivered in, beginning at Page 1306 of the fame. 

« Fort William, lath May 1781 , 

** ® Council i Prefent, 

MontUy.'*' The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt 

And Edward Wheler Efq. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Command at the Prcfidency 

of Fort Saint George. 

“ From the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General. Received the soth May. 

“ 1 have frequently written to you, that I cannot fubmit to the Authority of Two Gentlemen, 
and defiring that you would recall Mr. John Briftow, and engage by Writing to continue Mr. 
Middleton tor ever with me j becaufc, from the Beginning to this l ime, 1 have never deviated 
from the Friendlhip of the Company and you, I liave been for a long Time hopeful, that, 
from the encrcafed Fricndfhip, 1 (hall be in Peace, and relieved from all Difficulties, and par- 
ticularly at this Time, when, agreeable to my Wilhes, you have, by the Bleffing ot God, the 
Power. You have frequently promifed, in Anfwer to my Requeft, that you would fend for me, 
but as yet you have never done it. The Particulars of Mr. Briftow arc as follow : He openly 
and publickly ileclarcs, that he is in Expeftation of Orders from Europe, giving him entire 
Authority over the Affairs of this Quarter •, and that he has fuch Connection and Intereft with 
the Gentlemen in F.urope, that Orders for his Authority will molt certainly be lent ; and that 
he will not give op the Point for Ten, Fifteen, or Twenty Years ; that he now remains filenr, 
blit will at laft receive full Powers, and will then call me to an Account for my Behaviour 
to him, Thefe Expreffions there can be no Doubt of, as they are publickly fpoken. As fuch 
Declarations and Threats m.ide ufe of by him, are an Infult to you, and an Injury to the Admi* 
nillr.'ition of Affairs here •, I am therefore certain you will not confent to my fuffering fuch 
Diftrefll's. For God’s Sake do not be unfavourable in this Matter, but recall Mr. John Briftow 
from hence, and grant me a written Agreement, fpecifying that Mr. Middleton lhall be con- 
tinued for ever with me 5 and, to prevent his applying to Europe, fend me, if you think proper, 
the Drafts of Letters which I may write to the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Company •, 
and do you alfo write. From your Favour and Kindnefs, let this be done without Delay. 

A true Tranllation. 

(Signed) Edward Colebrook, Perfian Tranftator.” (a) 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, 
beginning at Page 1 3 1 2 of the fame. 

“ Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobind Ram. 

“ I have frequently written to the Nabob Aniaud ud Dowlah, about the Recall of Mr. John 
Briftow, and tlie Nabob promifed he would foon do it v but to this Time he has not had so 
Opportunity of doing it. In the mean while, Mr. Briftow reiides here, and has come twice to 


pay 


[a) Vide Appendix, XXXV. 
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f,f a Vife >, bqt I 'haTe net jrat tnotned it. nor niJI I return it. He ia now expefling Orders 
from Europe, whieh, he fays, will give him folc and •entire Authority. Reprefent this to the 
Nabob in private. By the Blcfling of God, you are wife, and acquainted with all Matters. 
This long Delay, after Mr. Brilbw has been told that he will be recalled to Calcutta, is a Dif- 
gr^c to both Sides. I imagine the Nabob is acting prudently, fp as to prevent Mr! Briftow's 
Attempt from reaching Europe; otherwife how could the Orders fi om Calcutta have been fo 
delayed ? By the Bleffing of God, at this Time the Nabob, conformable to the Wilhes of 
his Friends, has got the Power; it is therefore neceffary for him to attend to the Concerns of 
his Friends, and to recall Mr. Briftow from hence, and grant a Sunnud, in the Nature of an 
Engagement, for Mr. Middleton to remain here for ever. If it is proper, I will write to the King, 
the Vizier, and the Chief of the Company, in fuch Manner he lhall direft, and in the Words 
which he fhall order, that Mr. Briftow’s Views may be thwarted there. A lonjr Time has paffed 
in anxious Expcdlation ; let him now be favourable to me, and recall Mr. Briltow without Delay. 
Should any further Dela.y happen in this Matter, or no Anfwer be returned to my Letters, being 
remcdilcfs, I will, without the Permiffion or Knowledge of the Nabob, leave this Place and go to 
the Nabob^s Prcfcnce. Why is Bahar Ally Khan ftill in that Quarter ? Do you mention it to 
the Nabob, and procure his Difmiflion from thence, that he may come to Fizeabad j and let the 
Nabob write to my Mother, that when he comes in Perfon to this Quarter, he will do whatever 
the Nature of Affairs lhall require. 

“ A true Tranliation. 

(Signed) “ Edward Colcbrooke, 

“ Pcrfian Tranflator.” (^a) 

Read, from Book 120, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Letter 
from Rajah Gobind Raum to the Vizier, dated the 27th Auguff, 1782. 

•* 27. ExtraA of an Arzie; written from Rajah Gobind Kaum to the Vizier, by the Govern^ 
Gencrars Diredlions. Written ihe 27th Auguft, 1782. 

This Day the Governor General fent for me in private. After recapitulating J^i^arious 
Informations he had received refpecling the Anarchy and Confufion laid to reign throughout your 
Highnefs’s Country, and Complaints that neither your Highnefs, or Hyder Beg Khan, or Mr. 
Middleton, or Mr. Johnfon ever wrote to him on the State of your Affairs, or if he ever re- 
ceived a Letter from your Prefence it always contained Affertions contrary to tlie above Informa- 
tions, the Governor General proceeded as follows : That it was his Intention to have appointed 
Mr. David Anderfon to attend upon your Highnefs, but that he was ftill with Scindia, and there was 
ro Profpeft of his fpeedy Return from his Camp; therefore, it was now his Wilh to appoint Mr. 
John Briftow, who was well experienced in Bufincfs, to Lucknow. That when Mr. Briftow for- 
merly held the Office of Refident there, he was not appointed by him ; and that notwithftanding 
he had not Ihewn any Inftanccs of Difobedience, yet he had deemed it neceffary to rccal him, bc- 
caufe be bad been patronized and appointed by Gentlemen who were in Oppofition to him and 
had coumeraded and thwarted all his Meafurcs ; that this had been his Rcaion for recalling Mr. 
Briftow, that fince Mr. Francis’s Return to Europe, and the Arrival of Information there of the 
Death of the other Gcrnktncn, the King and the Company had declared their Approbation of his 
(the Governor Generars) Conduft, and had conferroi upon him the moft ample Powers ; that 
they had fent out Mr. Maepherfon, who was his old and particular Friend, and that Mr. Stables, 
who was on his way here as a M^ibcr of the Supreme Council, was alfo his particular Friend : 
That Mr. Whekr had received Letters from Europe, informing him that the Members of Coun- 
cil were enjoined all of them to co-operate and act in Conjundion with him, in every Mcafure 
which ibould be agreeable to him, and that there was no one in Council now, who was not united 
with him, and confcqucntly that his Authority was perfed and complete: That Mrr Briftow, as 
it vvas known to me, had returned to Europe ; but that during his Stay there he had never faid any 
Thing diirclpedful of him, or endeavoured to injure him ; on the contrary, he had received Ac- 
counts from Europe that Mr. Briftow had fpoken much in his Praife, fo that Mr. Briftow’s 
Friends there had become his Friends ; That Mr. Briftow had lately been introduced to him by 
Mr. Maepherfon, had explained his paft Condiid perfcdly to his Satisfadion, and had requefted 
from him the Appointment to Lucknow, and had declared, in the Event of his obtaining the 
Appointment, that he Ihould fliew every Mark of Attention and Obedience to the PkafuFC of 
your Highnefs, and his, the Governor’s, laying that your Highnefs was well pleafed with him, and 
tliat he knew what you had written formerly was at the Inftigaiion of Mr. Middleton. That in 
confequcncc of the foregoing, he the Governor had determined to have appointed Mr. ’Briftow to 
Lucknow, but had poftponed his Difmiffion to his Office for the following Rcafons, (viz.) People 
at Lucknow might think that Mr. Briftow hid obtained his Appointment in confequcncc of Orders 
from Europe, and contrary to the Governor’s Inclination, but as the contrary was the Cafe, and 
w he now confidercd Mr. Briftow as the Obje(tl of his own particular Patronage, therefore he 


{a) Vide Appendix, N’ XXXV. 
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dirc£ted me to forward Mr. Briftow's Arzlc to the Prefence, and that it was thi Govemor^s Wifli 
that your Highnefs, on the Receipt thereof, would write a Letter to him, and, as from yourfdf, 
requeft of him that Mr. Briftow may be appointed to Lucknow, and that you would write an 
Anfwer to this Arzie cxprelTive of your perfonal Satisfaftion on the Subjeft. The Governor con- 
eluded with Injunftions, that until the Arrival of your Highnefs’s Letter, reouefting the Appoint- 
ment of Mr. Briftow, and your Anfwer to this Arzie, that I (hould keep the Particulars of this 
Converfation a profound Secret, for that the Communication of it to any Perfon whatever would 
not only caufc his Difplcafure, but would throw Affairs at Lucknow into great Confufion. The 
preceding is the Subftance of the Governor’s Direftions to me. He afterwards went to Mr. Mac- 
pherfon’s, and I attended him ; Mr. Briftow was there. The Governor took Mr. Briftow’s 
Arzie from his Hand and dtlivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to Council: Mr. Briftow’s 
Arzie and the following Particulars I trinfmit and communicate by the Governor’s Diredtions. 
And I requeft that I may be favoured with the Anfwer to thii Arzie, and the Letter to the Go- 
vernor, as foon as pofTible, as his Injundlions to me were very particular on the Subjeft. 

Read, the following Letters from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobindram, from 
Book 121, already delivered in.' 

Copies of l-etters from thcNuwab Vizier to Raja Govindram. 

2^ Received the ift January 1783. 

“ N® 1. Dated the 10th Shawal 1196 Hegercc. 

“ The Arzie which you have fent is arrived. As to the Commands of Mr. Haftings, which you 
write on the Subjeft ot the Diftradion of the Country, and the Want of Information from me, and 
his Wilhes, that as Mr. John Briftow has (hewn fincerc Wilhes and Attachment to Mr. Haftings, I 
/hould write for him to fend Mr. John Briftow, it would have been proper and necelTary for you 
^^^tcly to have underftood what were Mr. Haftings’s real Intentions. Whether the Choice of 
fcncN|yLMr. John Briftow was his own Dcfirc, or whether it was in Compliance with Mr. Mac- 
pherfo^^liat I might then have written conformably thereto. Writings arc now fent to you for 
both Cafes: Having privately underftood the Wi(hcs of Mr. Haftings, deliver which ever of the 
Writings he (hall order you tor I ftudy Mr. Haftings’s Satisfadion ; whoever is his Friend is mine, 
and whoever is his Enemy is mine*, but in both thele Calcs my WKhes arc the fame, that having 
confented to the Paper of Queftions, which Major Davy carried with him, and having given me 
the Authority of the Country, whomever he may afterwards appoint, I am fatisfied. I now am 
brought to great Diftrefs by thefe Gentlemen who ruin me. In cafe of Confent, I am contented with 
Majors Davy and Palmer. Hereafter whatever may be Mr. Haftings’s Defire, it is beft.” 


2. Dated the 13th Shawal 1196 Ilegerce. 

I have fecn your Arzie. — As to what you have written according to Mr. Haftings’s Orders, 
of the Reprefentation of the Gentlemen about the Diftrefs of the Country, the Robberies by Day 
and Murders by Night, and the Quarrels between Families far and near, and that neither myfelf, 
nor Mr. Middleton, nor Hyder Beg Khan write 5 the Reprefentation of fuch Matters, is as if 
any one fhould fay, Why are you raifing Dull from the Water of the River?” What Anfwer 
/hall I write to this ? The Gentlemen having from afar /hewn Favour to me for the Government 
of this Place, rcpiefcnt this Situation of the Country, and this Want of Information from all; 
but there is no fuch Diftrels here, and 1 am not ignorant in fuch a Degree as not to comprehend 
my own Intereft or Prejudice. On this Pretence, it having been fettled to fend Mr. Briftow, it is 
requefted that I write to Mr. Haftings for him to be Lnt. Reprelent to Mr. Haftings, that 
whatever Agreement was made at Chunarghar, I fully abide by it i and that it is my Hope, that 
he will likewife, trom his Frienddnp, adhere to the lame Plan of Agreement, and that there be no 
Deviation from it.” 


N" 3. Dated the 13th Shawal 1196 Hegerec. 

Your Arzie has been fecn, — You have written according to the Orders of Mr. Haftings, 
upon the Expofition of the Gentleman; the Diftrefs of the Country; the Thefts and Robberies 
by Day, and Murders by Night; and family Quancls; that neither myfelf, nor Mr. Middleton, 
nor Mr, Johnfon, nor Hyder Beg Cawn write ; that it had been refolvcd to fend Mr. John Briftow 
from his Attachment and Zeal for the Service of Mr. Haftings, and that you requeft that I Ihould 
write to Mr. Haftings to fend that Gentleman. Having circumftaniially confidercd, what fliall I 
anfwer to the Expofition of the Gentleman, of the Diftrefs of the Country, and the Non-informa- 
tion from me and the others; it is like the Provcib of rai/ingDuft from the Waters of the River. 
The Gentlemen make all thefe Accufaiions for their own Continuance and Confirmation in Autho- 
rity. Having kindly interefted thcmfclvcs in my Affairs, they thus reprefent and write to Mr. Haftings 
the Situation of my Country far and near. All this is the Diligence and Zeal of the Gentlemen 
towards me. I am not in fuch a Degree ignorant as not to know what is, or what is not, for my 
Advantage. Bound Hand and Foot, I am wheeled round by the Rage of the River, and then 
you tell me, be wife, do not wet your Garment. 1 am affured that the Fricndfliip which the 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen here (hew^to rw, is known to Mr. Haftings and the Gentlemen of the Council. If 
it were fully kww% it iff certain that 'they could not have countenanced fuch ConduA. I am 
in a ftrangc Situation^ that my Life is even difagreeame to me. Mr. Johnfon has appointed 
/VumilSf and Pe(hkars» and Foujedars on his Part, and he has made me his Tofiiuckjec to give 
the Kelets j and when Mr. Johnfon’s Orders arrive, if there be any Inftant's Delay, he is angry. 

I am like a Chuppagur to affix the Seal, and I am obliged to write whatever the Aumildars ap* 
pointed by him wi(h, whether conformable or contrary to Cuftom i and the Delay of a Moment 
is the Caufc of Anger, As my Condition is come to this Pafs, what Plcafurc is there left in 
Life? Reprefent to Mr. Haftings, ^hat whatever be niy Rcafons of Complaint or Thanks, they 
arife only from my'Dcftiny, and not from any Perfon : That after the Troubles of many Years, 
he has favoured me, and fixed a Mode of Eafe and Quiet ; That I have paid from my Country and 
Hoiifc the Con^any*s Money, and that he l^as told me, this Major Palmer, that after paying the 
Arrears to tM End of the Year 1189, he would give rn'e the Authority of the Country in the Year 
1190: That I myfclf, making thc^undcbult of the Country, fhould^aufc the Brigade to be paid 
Month by Month j and that the Authority and Offices of the Gentlemen edablifhed here fhould 
ceafe, and one Gentleman fhould remain here. Accordingly, Mr, Davy has carried with him my 
Paper of Propofitions 5 and it is now ordeticd, that Mp» Middleton and Mr. Johnfon having 
neglefted to’ give Information, Mr. Briftow for that Caufc has been chofen, that he may fettle the 
Affairs here: That I am ftreightened ^by the Authority of* the (^ilcmcn who are here: That 
however what be the Injjcntions of Mr. 1 ladings towards me? will he give the Authority of the 
Country to me with Honour and Credit? Or, being more than the former Degree diffionoured, 
fhall the Authority of the Gentlemen be encreafed, that they may ruin me ? I'hat fliould he, from 
his Favour, fix my Authority according to my Wiffies, and the Paper of Propofitions which 
Major Davy carried with him, rny Requeft is, that he appoint Majors W. Palmer and Davy, 
that remaining with me, they may receive the Money. Befides, whomever he pleafes let him 
appoint: I am a Dependant on his Satisfadion. If the Authority of the Country be not with me, 
what Satisfadion can I have in remaining in this Place, where 1 experience fuch Diftrefs and ill 
Ufage? The Country is at his Service,^ let hitn appoint whom he likes, that they may ihei^ 
fclves govern the Country. My Requdtj^is,^that going to Calcutta, I may remain with my 
Mr. Haftings. I have no Remedy but his Satisfadion and my Refpeft to him.” 

Read, from Book 120, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Governor 
General to Hyder Beg Khan, dated the 20th Oftober 1782. 

“ 38. To Hyder Beg Khan; Written 20th Odober 1782. 

When Mr. Briftow lately addreffed thc*Nawab, upon the Subjed of my Intentions to appoint 
him to the Office of Refidenc at the Court of the Nawab Vizier, on the Part of this Governmenr, 
provided that the Nawab himfclf had no perfonal Objedion to him, I direded Raja Gobind Raum 
to receive and forward the Letter, and to inform the Nawab, that the Appointment of Mr. Brif- 
tow fhould depend upon his Pleafure, which in all Things I have made it my Study to confult 
and promote ; but left the Nawab, from the Kccolledion of pall 'Franfadions, might mifeonftrue 
my Recoiwnendation in^o an oftenfible Profeffion, and on that Account exprefs Rcludancc to aflent 
to the Appointment, I defirccl Raja Gobind Raum to explain very particularly to the Nawab, 
both that 1 had a Very high Efteem for Mr. Briftow, and an entire Confidence in his Attachment 
and Integrity, and the Reafons whiJi had produced this Alteration in my Sentiments refpeding 
that Gentleman*, at the fame Time I mentioned the Defedion and JYcachery of Almas Ali Khan, 
and the difordcred State to which he had abandoned the Province of Do-aub, and the other Pro- 
vinces of which he had the Charge. The like Symptou)s appear in the Condud of the Aumil of 
Rohilkand, and the general Difobedience and Confufioii which prevailed in every Part of the 
Nawab’s Dominions, of which, though known to all Mankind, I never received any Information, 
either from the Nawab, yourfelf, or from Mr. Middleton. In Anfwer to this Letter, Raja Gobind 
Raum received a Perwanna from the Nawab, containing Complaints and Reproaches at my In- 
terference in his Affairs,' and his Unwillingnefs to receive any Agent from me, but without any 
perfonal Diflikc to Mr. Briftow, in whofc Appointment he fhould ucquiefee, if I chofc to make it# 
Thcfc. Sentiments, and thefe Exprcffions, arc neither confonant to the Benevolence of the Nawab'a 
Temper^ nor to the Fricndfhip which I know he poffeffes for me, but were didated for other Pur- 
pofes, known to yourfclf only; they are your Sentiments, and your Exprcffions, and not the 
Nawab’s: But my Aftonifhment at the other Parts of the Perwanna is not to be expreffed, for it 
declares all which I had faid rcibeding Almas Ally. Khan, and the difordcred State of the Nawab’s 
Government, to bt entirely falfc, and without Foundation, and the Inventions of incendiary People; 
and that the Naw^’s Government enjoyed the moft perfed Tranquillity and Peace: Either 
thefe Affirmations were didated by the Nawab, oj written without his Knowledge*,, if they were 
didated by the Nawab, they were fuch as would 00c admit of a Reply from me in an immediate 
Addrefs to himfelf, bccaufc I muft have told hini that he was deceived, and kept in utter Igno- 
rance of his own Affairs, at the fame Time ifhatT the whole World, except himfelf, faw the 
Condition they were in, and the Deftrudion ^t .was. hanging over him ; if the Letter was 
written in the Na^vab’% Name, but wiiliout his Knowledge, what muft have been your Opinion of 

trie. 
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me, that could induce you to attempt (bnofs a Deception upon myJJndcHlandingf in either 
Cafe your Condu^ is without Excufe i— its ObjeA 1 plainly fee ; By the Aothionty of the 
Nawab Vizier, you mean your own ; When you make the Nawab to complain of thf tJiurpation 
upon that Authority, and to alfert his Right to the uncontrouled Increafe of it, the pUin Interpre. 
tacion of this is, that you yourfelf lay Clainn to the Ufurpation of his Authority, and tb the un> 
controuled Exercife of it. And how has it been exercifed ? 1 (hall not repeat Particular!, having 
already written to you fully upon them, and the Subject is utlpleafant •, but 1 nauft tell you, that 
fueb is their Notoriety, that the Report of them is echoed to me from all Parts of Hindollan and 
Decan, and the molt alarming Apprehenfions are exprelTcd by my Agents employed in the remote 
Affairs of this Government, left they Ihould attract the Hoftilities of other Powers, and impede 
the Pacifications which are now, and have been for fome Time paft, impending. 

“ I write thus plainly to you from two Motives j the Firft is, to (hew how thin the Veil is by 
which you attempt to cover this Policy, and of courfc to convince you that I Ih^l receive and 
conftruc every fimilar Declaration, however made to me from the Nawab, and every Letter written 
in his Name, tending to deftroy or lelTen the Friendfhip fubfifting between us, as ybur Declaration, 
and as your Letter: The Second is, that ns 1 do not lo much aferibe thefe Artifices to you, 
as to the evil Counfels and Encouragements which you have lately received from other Perfons, 
whofc Names 1 need not mention, you may fee and know on what I'crms you may expert hereafter 
to retain my Friendfhip and Support, which I have hitherto given you. For the reft, 1 refer you 
to Mr. firillow; to whom, both verbally and in Writing, I have communicated every Tittle of my 
Sentiments, Intentions, and Expedatiuns upon this Subjtd.’’ 

Read, from Book 122, already delivered in, the following Letter from Fize Ullah 
<han to his Vakeel Buktawa Sing, beginning at Page 51 of the fame, 

“ Copy of a Letter from Fize Ullah Khan to his Vakeel Buktawa Sing, 

‘‘ Every One of the Englilh Gentlemen, and Officers of the Army, refiding in this Quarter, 

ll^to me refpeding the Bufinefs in Hand, and other Matters, as it feems beft to them. If 

1 COT||lv with every Thing which each of them writestof fays to me, they are pleafcd : If I ad 
othcrwilNljey arc angry and ffiew their Refcntmcnt by Accufations and falfe Charges againft 
me. — In this Dilemma I know not how to ad : Do you reprefent thefe Matters to the Governor, 
and ftatc to him, that I can ad under the Orders of One Perfon, but not under a Number — And 
write me word what Anfwcr he gives.— Further, prevail on the Governor to write me a Letter, 
with the Name of the Gentleman I am to attend to, and fend it to me, that 1 may aft accord- 
ingly } and difregarding the Orders of every one who chufcs to direft me, may not trouble my- 
felf whether they are angry or picafed. 

“ Mr. Middleton wrote me, that a War had broke out between the Englilh and French, and dc- 
fircd that I would fend him a Letter agreeable to a Draft he enclofcd me } and I accordingly wrote 
to him and tiic Governor, agreeable to that Draft •, the Contents of which you may learn from the 
Copy of it.— The Cafe is, that my Horfe are ready to go any where, and upon any Service they 
may be dcfircd, and will aft with Vioour and Spirit on all Occafions •, but they will nqt learn the 
Englilh Exercife, or be, fubjeft to the Subaltern Officers of the Army, fuch as Adjutants, &c. 
Make a Reprefentation of this Matter, which is highly ncccflary •, for (hould they be expefted at 
the l imeofAftion to perform the Englilh Exercife, it would occafion a Difappointment, which 
would be very improper.” 

Read, from Book 1 1 already delivered in, the following Letter from the Vizier 
to the Governor General, Mr. Maepherfon, received on the 21ft April 1785. 

“ Extraft of a Letter from the Vizier, Received 21ft April 1785. 

“ 69. I defire nothing but your Satisfaftion, and hope that fuch Orders as relate to the Friend- 
fhip between the Company and me, and as may be your Pleafore, may be written in your own 
private Letters to me, through Major Palmer, in your Letters to the Major, that he may, in 
Obedience to your Orders, properly explain them to me ^ and whatever may be fettled, he may 
firft in Secret inform you of it, and afterwards I may write to you, having learnt your Pleafure. In 
this Way, the Secrets will be known to your Mind alone, and the Advice upon alt the Concerns will 
be given in a proper Manner.” (a) 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that the Jaft Letter, and 
the Letter they wero now about to read, tyerc written to the Government after Mr. 
Hiiftings had left Calcutta j but that the Puipofe for which they produced them, was 
to (hew, that, after Mr. Haftings quittcd’the G<)vernment, the Nabob was defirqus to 
know if he (hould continue the above mentioned Praftice with his SuccclTor. 

Read, from the ftmc Book, the following Extra£l of a Letter from Hyder Beg 
Khan to the Governor General, Mr. Maephenop, received the aift April 1785. 


(a) Vide Appendix, LXXIX. 
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«* of »Lfctiidrfom Wjfder Kcrivtd aift April lySj, 

« I hope that fuch Orders and Commands as relate to the Priendihip between his HighnersV 
and the Company’s Governments, and to your Wjll, oAay be fcnit through Major Palmer *n your 
own private Letters, or in your Letters to the Major, who is appointed from you at the Preience 
of his Htghhef*, that, iti Obedience to your Orders, he may properly explain your Commands, 
and whatever Affidf Way be fettled, he may firft fecretly inform you of it, and afterwards Ms 
Highnefs may, conformably thereto, terlte ih Anfwct, and I alfb may r^refent it. By this Syf* 
tem, your Plrafure will always be fully made known to his Highnefs, and his Highnefs and we will 
execute whatever mdy be your Ofdfcrs, without deviating a Hair’s Breadth j and let not the Repre- 
fentations of interefted Perfons be approved of, becaufe his Highnefs makes no Oppofition to your 
Will} and I your Servant am ready in Obedience and Service ^ and I make no Excufes(a).” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next proceed to 
fhew, daat baides the general Pra 61 ice of Subornation of Letters, and diffating and 
direfling what the Nabob and his Minifters (hould write, Mr. Haftings had fupprefled, 
from the Knowledge of his Council and the Direftors, the Whole of the Perfian 
Correl|)ondence, from the Year 1781 to the Year 1785; when, on his leaving the 
Country, fuch Parts of it as he thought proper were left behind him, in a Box, at 
Calcutta. 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 19th February 1785, from 
Book 150, already delivered in, beginning at Page 449 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, ihe 19th February 1785. 

“ At a Council •, Prefent, 

The Honourable John Maepherfon Efquire, Governor General, Prcfident i an^ 
John Stables Efquire. 


« The Perfian Tranfiitor, attending in Obedience to the Board’s Orders, reports, tj^^nce 
the End of the Year 1781, there have been no Books of Corrcfpondcnce kept in hi*. tJffice, bc- 
caufc, from that Time until the late Governor General’s Departure, he was employed but once by 
the Governor General to manage the Correfpondcncc, during a fliort Vifit which Major D ivy, the 
Military Perfian Interpreter, paid, by the Governor’s Orders, to Lucknow : That, duiing that 
whole Period of Three Years, he remained entirely ignorant of the Correfi ondence, as he was ap- 
plied to on no Occafion except for a few Papers, fometimes fent to him by the Secretaries, which 
he always returned to them as foon as tranflated. 

“ The Perfian Tranflator has received from Mr. Scott, fince the late Governor General’s De- 
parture, a Trunk, containing Englifh Drafts and Tranflations, and the Perfian Originals of Let- 
ters and Papers, with Three Books in the Perfiart Language, containing Copies of Letters written 
between Auguft 178a and January 1785-, and if the Board fliould pleafe to order the Secretaries 
of the General Department to furnifh him with Copies of all Tranflations and Drafts recorded in 
their Confultations, between the ift January 1782 and Jifl Taiuiary 1785, he thinks that he (hould 
be able, with what he has found in Captain Scott’s I'runk, to make up the Coriefpondcnce for 

that Period. . ^ ^ , 

(Signed) Edward Colcbrook, 

Perfian Tranflator.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they had clofed this Head 
of Evidence.— They wilhed next to alcertain a Faa refpefting the Date of a Letter, 
in the Benares Narrative, purporting to be written on the 29th November 1781, to 
prove, that no fuch Letter was written at that Time, nor received, or entered upon 
the Confultations at Calcutta; for which Purpofe they defired Mr. Robert Hudfon 
might be called in. 

Accordingly Mr. HUDSON was called in, and the Benares Narrative being Ihewn 
him, the following Queftion was put : 

Q. Have you looked at a Letter in that Book, dated Chonar, 29th November 1781, finned 
VfuKti Haftings, and diretted to Ed. Whelcr, and John M'Pherlon, Efquire*, Mcmbera of 
the Council at Fort William ? (i) 

A. I have. 

you have (carched the Confultations and Records tranfinitted from Calcutta about 
thatPeriod, and whether any fuch Letter appears upon them ? . t u 

A. I examined the Correfpondcncc fomc Time ago for the Purpofe, and, at that Time, I could 

not find it. 


(f) Vide fopra, Page 138. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXX. 
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Q. Have you ever found it ? , . , - . 

A. I have not. I never faw it, excqjt in the Copy of the Narrative fent from Calcutta, and in 
this printed Copy. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next proceed to 
a Correfpondence, containing an exaft Narrative and Hiftory of the Seizure of the 
Treafures, previous to their calling Mr. Middleton to that Point. 

Read, a Letter from Mr. Haftings to Mr. Middleton, dated the 15th of November 
1781, already delivered in (a) at the Bar, as follows. 

tt To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Lucknow. 

« Sir, Chunar, 15th Nov. 1781. 

“ In your Letter, dated the i7th October, I find it generally afferted, by Lieuten^ Colonel 
Hannay, in the Extradls quoted from his Letters, and confirmed by yourfclf, that, during the late 
Revolt of tliis Province, Levies, both of Horfe and Foot, were openly made at Fyzabad, both by 
the Begums and by Cheyt Sing’s Agents, in his Name and for his Ufc ; that thefe Levies were diu 
patched to Benaris, publickly as his. One Party of 1000 Horfe and Foot, under the Command of 
Shake Cawn : That Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, afleed every Man who bore 
the Appearance of a Soldier, Why he went not to Cheyt Sing for Service : That Futtch Sah, 
Ghunooroy, and Ajcet Mul, had crofled to Majowley, urged to that Step by Cheyt Sing, who 
had I'upplied them with Money, and promifed them great Sums, if they would but put the whole 
Country into Confufion : That the principal Zemindars had all Certificates under the Seal of 
t Cheyt Sing, that he would fupply them with whatever Money they might require for fubfifting 
L all the Troops they could raife ; that it was the general Belief of every Man in that Part of the 
. Country, that it was a concerted Plan for the Extirpation of the Englilh ; that the whole Country, 

T Goonda to Maujec, and from Fyzabad to the Benaris Diftrifl, and acrofs from the Gogra 

t^i^Ganges, was in the utmoft Ferment that if we met with a Check at Benaris, every Man 
in th^Nuntry was ready to fall on our fcattered Parties : That the Infurredion was not partial, 
but generally fpread througliout the Whole; and if he (Colonel H.) might truftto his Informa- 
tion, it was already begun, and would foon rage as violently in Shahjehanpoor, Rohilcund, Cor.i, 
and the Doaub. 

“ Thefe are Pads of fuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceffary both to the Means 
which may be required for our future Prefervation, and to the Juftification of what has pafied, anil 
to what may be done to the fame End, that 1 think it proper that they fliould be verified in the 
mod authentick and facred Manner ; I muft therefore requert and require of you, in my Name, to 
call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant 
Gordon, and every other Perlbn who may have a perfonal Knowledge or Underftanding of thefe 
Fads, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Connedions in the Do- 
minions of the Nabob Vizier, feverally to depofe all that they know and believe concerning the 
fame, either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inftantly vifit Lucknow chiefly with this 
Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the fame Purpofe. 

“ Refpeding the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn, with a Force declared 
for the Service of Cheyt Sing, the publick Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under 
the Seal of Cheyt Sing in the Pofleflion of the Zemindars of Gorooepoor and Barraich ; his Let- 
ters to the Begums or their Minifters; the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Englilh, I 
» Sic ill Oiig. muft carneftly recommend it to you to obtain fuch Evidence as can be * required refpcc'ting each 
of thefe Points, whether fuch Evidence lhall afeertain or refute, or qualify their Reality ; and, if it 
be poflible, to gain Pofleflion of the original Letters and Certificates, faid to have been written by 
Cheyt Sing as abovel'aid. 

“ You will be careful to afeertain the Dates and Places of F-ads, and the Names and Places 
and Perfons in the Depofitions taken, that their Evidence may not be defedive or ambiguous from 
the Want of Prccifion. 

t Sic in Orig. “ Refpeding the Murders faid faid f to have been committed at Goopeegunge, I have already 
written to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subjed. 

“ I alfo lend you the Form of a Caption or Introdudion to each Depofition, of which' you will 
be pleafed to furnilh Copies to each of the Englifli Gentlemen, who lhall have Occafion for the Die 
of them, .The Depofitions of the Native Witnefl'es muft be written in the Language which they 
underftood, and muft (jc verified on Oath, and figned ; or if they lhall objed to the Oath as contrary 
to their religious Tenets, they muft be required to fubferibe fuch a Iblcmn Atteftation as lhall be 
equivalent to the Sandion of an Oath, and add your Signatures to it. 

“ - “1 am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Warren Haftings.” 


(a) Vide fupra. Page 6jO. 


Read, 
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Read, the following B'xtiacl of a Confultation of the lalh June 1783, from Book 
g2, aheady deliveicd in, beginning at Page 103 of the lame. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the lit December 1781. 

« The Account of the Jaghcers, in the Manner you defire it in your Letter of the iill Ultimo, 
is by no Means ealy to make, with any Degree of Certainty, while they remain feparated and di- 
ftinft from the Mahls of the Sircar, as every Jaghcerdar finds it too much his Intcrcll to conceal 
any Excefs of Collcdions above the Amount for wliich the Lands are granted to him, to fiiffer an 
exad Valution to be taken, fo long as he has the Means of preventing it} but as the Jaghcers will 
now cither be re-annexed to the'Khalfa Lands, or made a feparate Aumildarry, under the Direc- 
tion of a Perfon of my own Recommendation, it will not be difficult for me to obtain the In- 
formations you require, as their Produce, whatever it may be, will be brought into the Treafury, 
from whence thofe who are entitled to the Mediation of the Company will receive tltcir Propor- 
tions in Ready Money. I have this Day fignified to the Minillcr my Expedation that the Whole 
of the Jagheers be relumed, and tlieir Revenue, after paying to fuch of the Proprietors as have a 
Right to cl rim the Mediation of our (lovernmenr, the Amount of their Jaghcers, be applied to 
the Liquidation of the Nabob’s Debt to the Honourable Company. 1 (hall be very glad if his 
Excellency confents to make this Mcafure’ an Ad of his own, as I conceive it would be more 
agreeable to you, and more confident with thofe Appearances which it may be thought expedient 
to preferve with his Excellency ; but if he declines it, as is by no Means improbable, I fliall 
think mylelf juftified by your Inflrudions in infilling on its being done even witliout his Con- 
currence. 

“ I exped to be informed of his Excellency’s Determination on this Subjed To-morrow, and 
(hall lofe no Time in taking my Mcafures accordingly, and informing you thereof. 

“ The Minillcr informs me that Meyhipnarain has not yet lent an Aumil to Khyragur, which 
caufes great Confufion in that Pergunnah ; may I therefore, my dear Sir, beg to be informed 
whether it is your Intention to continue the Farm under Meyhipnarain, or reftore it to the Autho- 
rity of the Vizier i* 

“ I am, fee. 

“ (Signed) Nat. Middlcton.”(a)^ 

Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that, in thi^^ffage 
of the Bulinefs, they meant to read the Correfpondence between Mr. Middleton and 
Sir Elijah impey, where Mr. Haftings is filent : That Mr. Middleton having ftated, 
that he did not receive an olRcial Anlwer from Mr. Haftings till the 26th of Decem- 
ber 1781, they would (hew, that, in the mean Time, private Communications were 
going on between them, through Mr. Haflings’s Agent, Sir Elijah Impey. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted, that though thele Letters were put in at 
the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, they had not yet been authenticated, by being fo 
put in as Evidence at the Bar of tlie Houfe j and therefore they defired, that before 
they were read, they might be authenticated in due Form. 

The Managers for the Commons defired Sir Elijah Impey might be called to the Bar, 
in order to authenticate the Letters. 

Then SIR ELIJAH IMPEY was called in, and a Letter being fhewn to him, the 
following Queftion was put ; 

Whether that is an authentic Copy of a Letter from you, of that Date, to Mr. Middle- 

ton ? 

A. This is my Hand-writing ; it was made from a Sketch of a Letter lent to Mr. Middleton ; 
but I am not cxadlly lure that it is in every Rcfpcil authentic, becaufe fcveral Parts arc fcratched in 
it i but it is as authentic as 1 could make it from the Document. 

Q. Whether there are any material Variations between that Copy and the Document it- 
felf? 

A. I made it as exaft as I could, and I believe there is no material Variance. 

Then feveral Papers were fliewn to the Witnefs, who having infpe£led them, pro- 
ceeded as follows : 

A. The Papers that arc before me arc Letters written by myfelf to Mr. Middleton, which arc 
in my own Hand-writing, and which I believe to be authentic. There are like wife 'Let^rs from 
Mr. Haftings, which are in his Hand-writing, and therefore muft be authentic. There are like- 
"'ife Letters from Mr. Middleton to me, which are likewife in his Hand-writing. Thcfe arc the 
Papers which, I believe, I delivered in to the Houfe of Commons. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIII. 
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Read, the following Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr, Middleton, dated Chu. 
nargur, i ft December i/Si, alre^y delivered in. (rt) 

“ Dear Middleton, Chiinargur, ift December 1781. 

« Not knowing whether I am Time enough for the Dawke, you mult excufe my not acknow. 
ledging, as I ought, the Obligations I am under to you and Mrs. Middleton, for the kind Attcn. 
tion 1 received at Lucknow, and permit [me] to proceed immediately toBufinefs, which 1 (hall do 
by running over the Memorandum which you delivered to me. 

“ With regard to Kiyzullah Cawn, the Events which have happened fi nee your laft Inftruflions 
from the Governor, have not altered the Governor’s Intentions. He- mud not be attacked. Mr. 
Mailings approves tlie Subfidy for a regular military Eftablilhmcnt, fo that the forces raifed be 
not kept in Fayzullah’s Country, but (laiioned at Cawnpore, Illihabad, or any other Place not 
higher, [which] the Governor (hall appoint; to be ncvcrthclefs ready on Demand Lr the Protec- 
tion of Fayzullah’s Country. 

“ What we talked of concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have himfelf ad- 
vifed i he wifhes it to be done immediately: 1 need not mention the NccclTity of taking care that 
the Money be applied to the Company’s Ufe. 

“ I did all I could in the Bufinei's of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and of Ifmael Beg: 1 
dated the Debt due to the Vizier from Muzzatur Jung, and the ceitain Lois of it, if the Power or 
recovering it was taken out of the Vizier’s Hands. 1 tound he was extremely dilplcafed that 
Almaus was fent there, and is immoveable in his Kefolution that he (liall be recalled indantiy. 
The Vaukecl had taken his Leave of Mr. Hadings. All that I could effedl, was the Governor’s 
Promife to fend for the Vaukeel, and tell him, that all that is due to the Vizier mud be punc- 
tually paid. Mr. Mailings fays, he will fend a Perlbn to Furruckabad, who (hall fee the Balance 
paid. I (blicited this the more dreniioufly, becaufe 1 had formerly, at the Defirc of Bathuill, 
introduced the Vaukecl of the Nabob to the Governor. 

“ I am convinced, that delaying the giving the Governor Satisfadlion in this Point, will only 
irritate him. Me confiders the appointing a Suflauwull a Breach of his Orders. 

^ “ Ifmael Beg, he has been told, and h inclined to bel.cve, was arreded to prevent him getting 
lii^fs to the Governor; he confiders his own perfonal Dignity and Influence intcreded, and 
pcre^hi|^orily requires, cither that he be relcafcd immediately, or a fair Account be taken ; he will, 
if it cannot otherwirc be done, (end a Peribn to take the Account : This operates in his Mind to 
the Prejudice of the Miniders, as much as if the Fadt was adlually true. I know how dilagrce- 
able an Interference of this Nature mud be to you and the Miniders, and therefore much wilh 
you will contrive to make that your own Adi, which will otherwife mod certainly become the 
* sic InOrig. Adt of the Governor. In this his Pride and Jealoufy, and Senfe, perlbnal Importan* is alarmed. 

In both thefe Points he is and will remain peremptory. He has wrote to the Board, and fays, he 
will not undo what he has done. 

“ I find the Governor in the fame Temper with regard to you and Johnfon, which he was in 
when 1 left him ; lie really wilhes you to remain in Office at prefenr, and for another Year. 

“ If the Governor finds Acquicfcencc in the Two Points I have mentioned, and he hears within 
the Five Days which you promifed, that the Vizier’s Agreement is beginning to be vigoroufly put 
in Execution, and has your Alfurancc for the Completion, I think the Governor will not go to 
Lucknow ; otherwife he mod certainly will. He lays he will fee the Five Days expired before he 
takes his Kciblution. You will remember that I, as well as yourfelf, am pledged for the Per- 
formance of* the Agreement ; perform it for my Sake, for your Sake, and the Governor’s; he 
will then (bon return to Calcutta, where he is [much wanted.]” 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they Hiould next pro- 
duce a Letter dated December 2d 1781, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haftings, 
mentioning an Inclofure of a Letter from the Nabob, propofing the Seizure ot the 
Treafure, which Inclofure, they ftated, was fupprefled. 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 
82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 108 of the fame. 

“ To the Honourable Warren lladings. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 2d Dec" 178 r, 

“ I had Yederday the Honour of informing you of the MeflTage I lent to the Nabob through 
the Minider, refpeiting the jaghcers, to which his Excellency this Morning returned me a Rcply» 
purporilpg,* that if the Mcafure propofed was intended to procure the Payment of his Balance 
due to the Company, he could better and mpre expeditioufly cffedl thar Objeft, by taking from 
his Mother what ffie is very able to fparc, and what he has an undoubted Right, as he conceive^ 
to cxadl from her. The prcfcqt Debt to the Company> as he with Truth obferves, is a gre^ 


{a) Vide fupra> Page 719. 
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Part hand^ down from his Father; and the Funds froni which he might have been enabled to liqui- 
date it, it is notorious, were withheld from him by the Begum, on the late Nabob’s Dc th 1 hat 
according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Cultom of the Country he is lu'Hv en 
titled to the whole Eftate and Treafures of his Father, and could legally demand tluir ixire put 
in his PofleHion ; but that the Sum he defires to take from his Mother (about Sixty Lu ks) be irs 
no Sort of Proportion to the immenfe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the l)cit' of ins 
Father, nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knetws how mucli her Treaiuies . x, e.d that 
Sum. All therefore that he afks, is not to be interrupted in recovering a Part of Ins hcrtd.ta^y 
Right, by which he will be enabled to difeharge immediately the Whole of hi. Debt to the 
Company, 

“ This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propofuion ; and as to the Point of Right, rulniiai ig i: to 
be Icfs clear and defined than the Nabob chufes to confidcr it, you may polhnly be oi Upiiuon 
that the Condudt of the Begums, on the late Difturbanccs at Benares, as let fortii .n ilie Icvcral 
Teftimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally f avc had tu ihc 
Proteftion and Mediation of the Company j and further, that it may not be poliuc.il, or \ci 
perfi-ftly fafe, to trull them any longer with fuch powerful Means of promotina an Oppoliilon 
to our Interefts. 

For my own Part, I am fo well perfuaded of the Difaffcaion of the Begums, particuhrly 
the preient Nabob’s Mother, to our Caule, and of their Promptitude to unite in any Mcaluic to 
diftrefs us, that I could very eafily reconcile it to my Confcience to afl'ill theNabcb, milcad 
of obftrufting him, in wrefting from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Main- 
tenance) however, this is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence yours. 
The Nabob writes you himfelf on this Subjed, and you have his Letter inclofctl. Neithu he 
nor I expeft that you fhould give a formal Sanftion to the Meafurc propofed : It will be lufli- 
cient that you but hint your Opinion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency whether 
you would or would not oppofe his Defign. Let me therefore entreat you, niy dear Sir, to 
favour me with a Line by the Return of the Dank; and if your Sentiments fhould happen^^ 
accord with my own, I doubt not but I fhould be able to congratulate you, in a vcryJlffc 
Space of Time, upon the Remittance of a handlbme Sum to the Prclidcncy. jfr 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Nath, Middleton. 

“ P. S. Whatever may be your Rcfolution upon the Subjedl of this Letter, it will be expe- 
dient to keep it fecrct. The Refumption of the jagheers it is neceffary to fufpend, until I have 
your Sentiments on this Letter,” (a) 


Read, alfo, the following Extrabl, from the fame Book and fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 1 19 of the fame : 

The Honourable Warren Haftings. 

“ Lucknow, the 6th December 1781. 

“ Finding the Nabob wavering in his Determination about the Refumption of the Jagheers, I 
this Day, in Prefence of, and with the Miniftcr’s Concurrence, ordered the necefl'ary Perwannahs 
to be written to the feverai Aumils for that Purpofe, and it was my firm Rcfolution to have dif- 
patched them this Evening, with proper People to fee them pundlually and implicitly carried into 
Execution ; but before they were all tranlcribed, I received a Mcflagc from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by the Mmiller of the Rcfolution I had taken, intreating that I would withhold the 
Perwannahs until To-morrow Morning, when he would attend me, and afford me Satisfaftion on this 
Point. As the Lofs of a few Hours in the Difpatch of the Perwannahs appeared of little Moment, 
and as it is pofTjblc the Nabob, feeing that the Bufinefs will at all Events be done, may make it an 
AlI of his own, I have conicnted to indulge him in his Rcquefl; but, be the Refuk of our Inter- 
view whatever it may, nothing fhall prevent the Orders being iffued To-morrow, either by him 
or mylelf, with the Concurrence of the Minifters. Your Pleafurc refpefting the Begums I have 
learnt from Sir Elijah •, and the Meafure heretofore propofed, will foon follow the Refumption of 
the Jagheers. From both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no Doubt of the complete 
Liquidation of the Company’s Balance, 

I am, &c. 

“ Nath. Middleton.” (i) 

Read, alfo, a further Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, beginning 
at Page 1 2 1 of the fame. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the yth December 1781. 

‘‘ I had the Honour to addrefs you Ycfterday, informing you of the Steps I had taken in regard 
jO the Rcfufiiption of {he Jagheers. This Morning the Vizier came to me according to his 


(a) Vide fupra, P. 720, and Appendix, N’ XXXVIII. 
*6 


(i) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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Agreement, but iccmingly without ai>y Intention or Dcfire to yield me Satisfacllon on the Subjeft 
under niTcufrion ; fjr after a great deal of Converfation, confiding on his Part of trifling Evafion 
and puerile Excults for withholding his Aflcnt to the Meafure, though at the fame Time profefling 
the mod implicit Submiffion to your VVifhts, 1 found myfclf without any other Refource than the 
one of employing that exclufivc Authority with which I confuier your In^trudions to veft me: I 
iherelore declared to the Nabob, in Pitfence of the Minider and Mr. Johnfon, who I defired 
might bear Witnefs of the Converfation, that I condrued his Rejedion of the Meafure propofed as 
a lEeach of his folemn Piomile to you, and an Unwillingnefs to yield that Aflidance which was 
evidently in his Power, towartls liquidating his heavy accumulated Debt to the Company, and 
that 1 mud in confequence determine, in my own Judification, to ifllic immediately the Per- 
wannalis, which had only been withheld in the fanguine Hope that he would be prevailed upOn to 
make that his own Ad, which nothing but the mod urgent Neceflicy could force me to make 
mine. lie left me without any Reply, but afterwards lent for his Minider, and authorized him to 
give me Hopes that my Requifuion would be complied with*, on which I exprefled my Satisfac- 
tion, but declarai th.it I could admit of no further Delays, and unlcls I received his Excel- 
lency's formal Acquiefcencc before the Evening, I (hould then molt afTurcdly iflue my Perwannahs, 
which I have accordingly done, not having had any Alfurances from his Excellency that could 
judify a further Sufpenfion. I (halK as foon as poflible, inform you of the EfFcd of the Perwan- 
nahs, which, in many Parts, I am apprehenfivc it will be found necelfary to enforce with Military 
Aid i I am not, however, entirely without Hopes that the Nabob, when he fees the Inefficacy of 
further Oppofition, may alter his Conekid, and prevent the Conlufion and difagreeablc Confe- 
quences which would be too likely to refult from the Profecution of a Meafure of fuch Impor- 
tance, without Ills Concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Eyzabad, for the Purpofe 
heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four Days *, I widi he may be ferious in this Intention, and you 
may red aflured I fliall fpare no Pains to keep him to it, 

** I am, &c. 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton/* {a) 

Re^l^^fo, further Extract from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, beginning 
at Page 125 of the fame. 

The Honourable W. 1 ladings. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 9th December 1781. 

I had the Honour to addrefs you on the 7th indant, informing you of the Converfation 
which had pafied between the Nabob and me on the Subjeft of refuming the jaghcers, and 
the Step I had taken in conlcqucncc. — His Excellency appeared to be very much hurt and in- 
cenfed at the Mcalure, and loudly complains of the Treachery of his Miniders; Fird, in giving 
you any Hopes that Inch a Meafure would be adopted i and, Secondly, in their promifing me their 
whole Support in carrying it through : But, as I apprehend, rather than futfer it to appear that 
the Point had been carried in Oppofition to his Will, he at length yielded a nominal Acquiefcence, 
and has this Day ifTued his own Perwannahs to that Effedl; declaring however, at the fame Time, 
both to me and his Miniders, that it is an Adi of Compulfion. — I hope to be able, in a few 
Days, in confequence of this Meafure, to tranfmit you an Account of the adlual Value and Pro- 
duce of the Jagheers, oppofed to the nominal Amount at which they dand rated on the Books 
of the Sircar. 

“ I have the Pleafurc to inform you, the Nabob dill adheres to his Refolution of proceeding 
immediately to I'ayzal^ad, for the Purpofes already mentioned to you, and will, I believe, depart 
in 'Fhree Days from this Date. I entertain the mod flattering and fanguine Expedlations from 
his Journey i and we (hall not be kept long in Sufpcnfc concerning the Refult, as he is convinced 
of the Danger and Impropriety of Delay, 

“ Sir Elijah Impey has fignified to me your final Commands rcfpedling the Nabob of Furrucka- 
bad, and llhmael Begj in both which Indances red alTured they (hall be implicitly obeyed. I 
wait only the Arrival of Suftulla Cawn, whom Sir Elijah informed me you had difpatched to me, 
to withdraw every Shadow of Interference in the Government of Furruckabad. Ifmael Beg's 
Accounts with the Nabob (hall be invedigated in the Manner you direft, and full Information 
tranfmitted you, the Moment I can fpare Time from the Two important Objects to which you 
have direfted my fird Attention. 

“ Under this Date I have difpatched to you, at the Nabob's Dcfirc, Two Elephants, with an 
Ambarry and Howdah, Four Horfes, a Palcnquin, a Maulah Seerpcach, and Caulgah, apper- 
taining to the Drefs, &c. you did him the Honour to accept at Chunar. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton” (^) 


(a) Vide Appendix, N'* XXXVIIL 


(h) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


Then 
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Then the followihr tetter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the cth 
December lySt^ was. m, and an Extraft from the fame waa read as fol- 
lows: ■ -lA-.,, • 

« My dear sir Elijah _ Lucknow, the 5th December 1781. 

I was only this Morning favoured with your very friendly and interclling Letter of the ift 
inftant; and I am only able arprefenr, in Reply, to touch nightly on the molt important Points 
of it. In the firft Place, my dear Sir, I muft beg your Acceptance of my molt unfeigned Ac- 
knowledgments for the obliging and attentive Regard you have fliewn to all my Requifitions and 
Willies, which are not the lefs due to you, bccaufe your Endcavouis have not bccirproduclive of 
all the Succefs I hoped for from them. It would be impertinent, and, perhaps, not alto;>cther 
decent, for me to urge any Thing further on the Subjeft of Muzuffer Jung and Ifmael Beg."" 1 he 
Governor’s Expeftations in regard to both muft and (hall be anfwered •, ami my only Deftre now 
is, that he will permit the Nabob and his Minifters to make it appear a Mcafure of their own, and 
not forced upon them by his immediate Authority.” 


Read, alfo, a further Extra<tt from the fame Letter, as follows : 

p* [« The Meafure refpedting the Beminas, and the Refumption of the jagheers, will be inftantly 
adopted. The latter has only been fuTpended for the Governor’s Sentiments on the former, as the 
Jagheers of the Begums sind their Dependents are the mod confiderable ; and to have attacked 
them, without being prepared, at the fame Time, to enter immediately on the Execution of the 
grand Defign, would have been doing Things by Halves, and poHibly have defeated our Expcdlations. 

Do not, my dear Sir Elijah, fuflcr this Delay to be urged or confidcrcd as an Imputation of Blame 
upon me. I entered on the Bufinefs the very Day after you left me, and went fo far as 10 look 
upon the Matter as finally agreed upon, the actual Execution only fufpended until 1 could receive 
cither yours or the Governor’s Sentiments upon the further Propofal, which is certainly of for 
greater Confcquence than the Refumption of the Jagheers, as it will do at one Stroke, if we zjM 
not all grofsly miftaken, what the jagheers will be at lead Two Years in doing, To mmyPw 
Morning, I am to be informed of his Excellency’s intended Mode of Attack, and diall nawRl to 
acqii.finc the Governor. In the mean Time you may be allured, that whatever may be acquired 
by the Mcafure Ihall be faithfully and wholly applied to the Liquidation of the Company’s 
Debt.”] , cO? 

R (“ With rcfpeid to Cator, I will write when I have fpoken to him : At prefent I have not Time 
' “ even to read what I have written. I Ihall be happy if you find it intelligible j and I am lure 
“ you will have the Goodnefs to cxciife its Impcrfcdtions.”) c 

^ [“ Mrs. Middleton joins me in kinded Remembrances to Lady Impey > and I am, with finccrc ^ 
Regard, 

“ My tlear Sir Elijah, 

“ Sir Elijah impey. Your ever faitliful, obliged. 

And mod adeftionate Friend, 

Nath. Middleton.”] 


Then a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Middleton, dated Buxar, 9th Decem- 
ber 1781, was delivered in, and an Extraft from the fame was read as follows : 

“ With regard to the Jagheers and Begums, I have no Doubt what you fay will be fatisfoiRory. 
Indeed I think the whole fo. I left the Governor, who came us far as Benares with me, on 
'[ luirfday lad •, he had, on what I alTured him, refolvcd not to go to Lucknow, but piocecd, as I 
much wilhed him to do, to the Prefidency. He faid, he would write to you to that Effea i if he 
has not, you will take no Notice of this Information.”(tf) 

“ Buxar, 9th December 1781. 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, the following Extrafl of a Confultation 
of the 14th January 1782, beginning at Page 180 of the lame Book. 


“ Fort William, 14th January 1782. 
“ At a Council j Prefent, 

Whelcr, and J 
John Maepherfon, J * 

The Governor General abfent on a Vifit to the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


“ The Nabob Vizier having appointed an Amil to take Charge of the Begum’s Jagheers, Ac Encioad in 
had, it appears, prepared a large Body of Troops, with a fuppofed Defign to tcfiH him* A vio- 
lent and threatening Letter, which I havejud received from the Begum, would feem to leave no utter of ihe 
Doubt of her Intentions to fupport the already declared Licentioufnefs of her Servants, in oppofing js'h e***"*- 


(a) No Signature. 
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the Nabob’s Orders : I have therefore been obliged to join my Solicitations to, the Vizier’s, fo, 
obtaining a Regiment from Colonel Morgan, to fupport the Amil in the Execution of his Excel, 
kney’s Commands •, and I may add, that, unlefs my Judgement far mifleads me^ we ftalt be in 
want of dill further Aid, before the Meafure of refuming the Jt^heert lhall be fully eftabKflied 
and the Country reftored to that State of Tranquillity and Subordination which it enjoyed before 
the Contagion fpread by Chite Sing’s Machinations. 

“ I cnclofe Copy of my Letter to Colonel Morgan } and have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

“ Nathaniel Middleton, 

“ Lucknow, 19 December 1781. Rcfident at the Court of the Vizier.” 

“ A true Copy. 

(Signed) 

“ E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.” 


Entloftftl it) 
flic Governor 
Cencnl’8 Let- 
ter, t 5 tl) De- 
cember* 


“ Sir, 

“In Confequcnce of the Reprefentation which you have made me, of the Preparation made by 
the Begum to rcfift the Order of the Vizier, for the Refumption of the Jaghecr; and of the 
Probability that further Oppofition from the other jaghcerdarrs, and Difturbances from difaffciflcd 
Perfons, may be expeded 5 I have direrted Colonel Morgan to detach Sir John Gumming to 
Lucknow, with Four Regiments of Sepoys, and a proper Field Train, in order to fupport the 
Authority of the Vizier, and maintain the Tranquillity of his Country, by fuch Means as his Ex- 
ccllcncy Hiall be plcafcd to dired. 

“ As the Force to be thus employed, for the domeftick Tranquillity of the Vizier’s Dominions, 
is an Addition to the Brigade or Subfidy, and which is ordered to be in Rcadinefs for marching 
at the (hortefl: Notice, to defend any Part of his Excellency’s Territories, which a foreign Enemy 
might be tempted to invade during civil Commotions, the Vizier will, I make no Doubt, checr- 
'ully confent to pay the Expcnccs of the Detachment, by a fixed monthly Subfidy, during the 
s and which (hall be determined and tranfmitted to you, as foon as I can afeertain the 



Difburfements of it. 


Benares, 24th December, 1781. 


I 


am, &c. 
(Signed) 


(Signed) 


A true Copy. 


Warren Mailings. 


E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.”(/a) 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, 
beginning at Page 1 79 of the fame, 

“ Received tlie following Letters from the Governor General, dated 25th December 1781. 

From the Go- “ Gentlemen, 

vernorGene- .. j [,3^^ Honour to tranfmit to you. Copies of a Letter from Mr. Middleton, of my 
Anfwcr thereto, and of my Inftruftions to Colonel Morgan, in confequcnce. 

“ An early and proper Exertion of our military Force will cffeaually fupport the Authority 
of the Vizier, and in all Probability prevent any dangerous Combination amongft the jaocerdars; 
which their Wealth and numerous Dependants might otherwife enable them to form for relffting the 
Refumption of their jaghcers. ° 

“ In exceeding the Number of Troops exprefsiy demanded on this Occafton by the Vizier. I 
have conlultcd only his Security and Advantage; and I am convinced, from my own Information 
of the State of his Country, as well as from Mr. Middleton’s Reprefentations, that it is but an- 
ticipating a further Requifition, which, if deferred until the refradlory and difaffccled Perfons (hall 
become formidable, will be attended with great Hazard and proportionate F.xpencc to the Vizier. 

“ The Nabob having experienced from me fo' ready an Attention to relieve him from the con- 
duit Expence of the temporary Brigade, cannot think it unreafonablc that the Subfidy for the 
occafional Force, now to be employed for his internal Security, (hould be liberal and adapted to 
the Circumfianccs under which we furnilh it, as well as including its adlual Di(burfcmcnts.— It 
is on this Principle that I (hall eftimatc it, after having afeertained as prccifcly as poffiblc the fixed 
and contingent Expcnccs. 

“ Upon thefe Grounds I hope that I (hall meet with the Approbation of the Board in the 
Steps which I have taken. ' 

“ The Detachment under Major Popham being fickly, and the Services for which it is formed 
completely executed, I have ordered it to be dilfolvcd, and the Troops compofint» it to be pot 
under the Command of Colonel Blair, for the Proteftion of this Country, until the ^nal Arrange- 
ment for this Duty (hall be fettled by the Board. ® 

I r!* I have the Honour to be, See. 

25th December 1781. ^Signed) Warren Haftings.” (^) 


(a) Vide Appendi.x, N® LIU. 


(S) Vide Appendix, ibid* 


The 
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The MaAagers . for the Commons acquainted the Houfc, they would next read a 
Letter from Mr. Haftings to Mr. RTiddleton, dated the 26th of December 1781, which 
was the firft official Authority, fujppofed to have been received, for the Seizure’ of the 
jagheers. 

Read, the following Extrad of a Confultation of the 12 th June 1783, from Book 82* 
aheady delivered in, beginning at Page 131 of the fame. 

“ To Mr. Middleton. 

Sir, Benares 26th December 1781. 

« My Mind has been for fome Days fufpended between Two oppofitc Impiilfcsi one nnl'in^/ 
from thcNccefllty of my Return to Calcutta i the other from the Apprehenfion of my Pitfencc 
being more nccelTary and more urgently wanted at Lucknow. Your Anfwcr to this fiiall decide 
my Choice. 

I have waited thus long in the Hopes of hearing that fome Progrefs had been made in the 
Execution of the Plan which I concluded with the Nabob in September laft. I do not find that 
any Seep towards it has been yet taken, though Three Months are elapfed, and little more than 
that Period did appear to me requifite to have accomplifhcd the mod effcntial Parts of it, and to 
have brought the whole into Train. This Tardinefs, and the Oppofition prepared to the only 
decided Aft yet undertaken, have a bad Appearance. I approve the Nabob's Refolutions to de- 
prive the Begums of their ill employed Treafurcs. In both Services it muft be your Care to 
prevent an Abufe of the Powers given to thofe that arc employed in them. You yourfclf ought 
to be pcrfonally prefent. You nuift not allow any Ncgociations or Forbearance, but muft prole- 
cute both Services until the Begums are at the entire Mercy of the Nabob, their Jagheers in the ^ 
quiet Pofleffion of his Aumils, and their Wealth in fuch Charge as may fecurc it againft privat e ^ 
Embezzlement, You will have a Force more than fufficient to cfFeft both thefe Purpoies. 

'’Fhe Reformation of his Army, and the new Settlement of his Revenues, are alfo Po^lKfv 
immediate Concern, and ought to be immediately concluded. Has any Thing bec^|f^e in 
cither ? 

I now demand and require you mod folemnly to anfwer me. Arc you confident in your own 
Ability to accompUfli all thefe Purpoies, and the other Points of my Inftruftions ? If you re- 
ply that you arc, I will depart with a quiet and afllired Mind to the Prcfidcncy, but leave you 
a dreadful Rclponfibility if you difappoint me* If you tell me that you cannot rely upon your 
"•Power, and the other Means which you poflefs, for performing thefe Services, I will free you Blank 

from tke Charge-, I will proceed myfelf to Lucknow, and I will myfclf undertake them j and in oligb ai."‘ 
that Cafe I dcUre that you will immediately ortler Bearers to be ftationed, for myfclf and Two 
other Gentlemen, between Lucknow and lllahabad, and I will fet out from hence in Three Days 
after the Receipt of your Letter. 

“ I am forry that I am under the NecefTity of writing in this prefling Manner j I truft miplicitly 
to your Integrity •, I am certain of your Attachment to myfelf, and 1 know that your Capacity is 
equal to any Service -, but I muft exprefs my Doubts of your Firmnefs and Aflivity, and above 
all, of your Uecolleiftion of my Inftrudions, and of their Importance. My Condud in the late Ar- 
rangements will be arraigned with all the Rancor of difappointed Rapacity, and my Reputation 
and Influence will lufFer a mortal Wound from the Failure of them. They have already failed in a 
Degree, fince no Part of them has yet taken place, but the Removal of our Forces from thcDooab 
and Rohilcund, and of the Britilh Officers and Ptnfioners from the Service of the Nabob} and the 
Kxpences of the former thrown, without any Compenfation, on the Company. 

‘‘ I exped a Supply of Money equal to the Difcharge of all the Nabob’s Arrears, and am much 
difappointed and mortified that I am not now able to return with it. 

“ Give me an immediate Anfwer to the queftion which I have herein propofed, that I may lofc 
no more Time in fruitlefs Inadion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings.'* (a) 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Two next Letters, dated the 27th 
and 28th of December 1781, were Mr. Middleton’s public and private Anfwer to Mr. 
Haftings Letter of the 24th of the fame Month. 

Read, Ae following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, beginning 
at Page 149 of the fame : 

it To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 




• Sic in Orig. 
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port of armed Force, and the Iroppinb'ility. of ftriicing out any Medium by which' ithefe Evili 
could cfTcAually be remedied, have induced his Ex^ttkncy to refume all the Jagheer ai^TMarofte 
Lands throughout bis Country, proniifing to (uch Ferfons as have jidt or equitable ClaiiQg 
to his Bounty, or thofc guaranteed by the Company, for the Amount of their jagheert ^llosv* 
ances m Ready Money, equal to the Net Sum they fhall appear to have annually rcan^d from 
their Jaghcers. . . ' ' " 

“ rhis Meafurc', the Utility, an ! 1 mry (ay the abfolute NccelTity, whereof will not bh (|ilputed 
by any one wlio has Iiail an Opj ' unity ( t obferving the ConduA of the Jagheerdais in general 
aiul particularly tome whole Incoiin s enn'd.'d them to maintain Armies, not only fuperior to thofc 
of tlie A'umils of the Country, tvlio flKnild properly be a Check up n them, but even fuificient 
to refill the Force tlie State itiqll, Iks met with violent Oppolition from the Bhoiw^ Begum, 
who falls particularly under the laft Dc-lcri|.tion, and whofe Power is rendered the more pernicious 
and dangerous : Firll, 1' rom its bctng witolly delegated to her Servants, who have their own 
Views of Ambition and Inicrefls to anlwcrj and in the next Place from the Reluftance with which 
the Minifters, and even the Nabob lymklf, interfere with any Concerns of the Begum. ■ ■ 

“ From thefc Two Circurollances, ftrengthenecl by the immenfe Wealth in her Pofleffion, alio 
intrufted to her Two Chief Eunuchs, Uahar and Jowar Ally Cawn, and her unreafonable Expecta- 
tions of Support from the Engidh Government, of all which Ihe and her Servants avail themfdves 
to the utmoll, (he is become One ot the moll lerious internal Evils, that, among others, iecina to 
bid fair to give great Dilluibance to this Country. /, > „ 

The great Awe in which the Nabob, and of courfc every one under him, ftand&iof her Dif- 
pleafure, leaves without Bounds or Rcftraint thc-EffcCls of her uncommonly violent Temper. 
Death and DcltruCtion is the Icall • me Menace (he denounces, upon the moft trifling Oppofition to 
her Caprice. 

“ By her own ConduCl, and that of all her Agents and Dependants during the Benares Troubles 
L^ay with Truth and Jufticc be aflirmed, Ihe forfeited every Claim Ihe had to the Pnottflion of 
tWfc^elifli Government, as (lie evidently, and it is confidently faid avowedly, , cfpoufed the Caulc 
of KiPl^heyt Sing, and united in the Idea and Plan of a general Extirpation of their Race and 
Power unSindoftan. 

“ Her Agent at l aunda, who is the Clieyla and adopted Son of Bahr Ally Cawn. her principal 
Miniller, ticacl.ctoufly turned his Guns upon Lieut. Gordon’s Detachment, and was by that Gen- 
tleman’s Account the foie Caul'e of the Lofs of it. She gave every Encouragement in her Power 
to the Adherents of Clieyt Sing by her Agents j afliftt;d them in raifing Troops .in the' Town of 
Fywbad j promifed, and as is generally believed, aClually advanced Money to the rebellious 
Rajahs of the Vizier’s Country i railed Troops to iupport them, and ilTued Perwanpahs % their 
Operations .igainll the Forts garrifoned by the Nabob’s Troops under the Command of Britilh 
Officers } all which is fully Hated in the Depofitions made by Colonel Hannay ancl the Gentlemen 
of his Corps, Notwithftanding all thefe FaCls, upon the general Refumption of the Jagheers I 
made the Rents of her Lands payable to me under an Engagement of making the Amount good 
to her by fuch Inllallments as Ihe might direft, in Return for which I have received Letters from 
her, containing the moft grofs Abufc and the wildeft Threats that can be tranferibed, Copies of 
which 1 have the Honour to enclofe. 

“ Her chief Agent, Bahar Ally Cawn, has marched a confiderable Force into Nabob Gun^e, 
One of her Jagheers, declaring that if any Attempt is made to refume it, he will lay the whole 
Country of Goonda wafte. Thefe declared and repeated Ads of Rebellion are furely more than 
ftiiruient to forfeit all Claim whatever to the Interference in licr Behalf from our Govern- 
ment i and if fome Stop is not immediately put to it, it appears but too certain that Ihe will 
liglit a Flame throughout theic Provinces, which, if not difficult to extinguiffi, will at Icaft put 
a heavy Bar to tlie Company’s Collcdions here. I cannot therefore avoid making thefe Repre- 
jentations to you, or doubt but you will approve of the Vizici’s immediately takmg thofc Stqps 
which may be nccclfary for elFcaually eftabliffiing his Government and Authority, Tnd depriving 
the Begum of thofc great Refourccs which, Ihe has Ihcwn, it would be extremely impolitic and un” 
fafe to trull longer in her Hands. On this Subjed the Nabob has communicated to me his Sen- 
timents in a long Letter, Copy whereof I have the Honour to enclofc you, in which you will obferve 
he fignifics his Intention of profecuting his legal Claims upon her, for the Public Treafurc and 
Effeds belonging to his Inheritance from his Father, which Ihe detains from him, and fquanders in 
Inch dellrudive Purpofcs, while he is overwhelmed by Public Debts, principally incurred by his 
PredeedTur, and on account of his Inability to difeharge which, the Company have indil^rtfably 
iKen driven to t.ikc upon themfcives the Burthen of a large Military Ellabliflimcnt, hii^riocntcr- 
tained for their Service at the Charge of the Nabob. jtt*. 

“ On this Head I think it unnecclTary to oflTer any Remark, fince a Reference to the^eftVblilhcd 
Laws and Cuftoms of the Country will fufficicntly prove his Excellency’s inherent Right to claim 
the Property of his Prcdccciror. ® 

“ I mull alfo take the Liberty to add my Opinion, that unlcfs Fyzullah Cawn, remotely fituated 
as he is out of reach of Interruption, in the Centre of his own Tribe and Country, conneded un- 
interruptedly with the other T wo remaining Patan Powers, becomes included in this general R<- 
l<}rm of the Jagliccr, or fome cffedual Clacck impofed upon him, the Whole may prove abortive, 

6 while 
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while, if fully enforced, may 6ve thia Country, and with it 

Treafure. 

“I have the Honour 
« Lucknow, (Signed) « 

the 27th Dec' 1781. 


poflibly much of our own Blood and 

to be, &c. (cc. 

Nathaniel Middlrton, 

Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Court." («) 


Read, the followng Extraft from fame Book, and fame Confultation, besinnine at 
Page 173 of the feme. ^ ^ 


« T ^ ur , T “.Lucknow. the zSth December 178.. 

« I am this Day honoured with your publick Letter ot the a4th inftani ; and I do not lofc a 
Monifnt in informing you, that without a total Seizure of the Country, it is not pofTiblc tocollcfl 
this Ywr a larger Sum than the Nabob has already granted, which altogether exceeds that of any 
other Year, at a Time when his Colleftions have been greatly diininilhed by the Mifcondud of 
Uaja Bowanny Sing, late Aumil of Bycewarrah, the Infurrcaions acrofs the Go-yra, and in other 
Parts of his Country, and laftly the heavy Remiflions he has been obliged to allow on the prefent 
Year’s Rents, for the Lofles by Drought and Hail, which fell upon the Clofc of the ha Harvea 
Hence, my dear Sir, you will be able to judge how far it would be in his Power to grant further 
Jaidads. ° 

“ If your new Demand is to be infiaed upon, which your Letter feems to portend, I mua beg 
your prccife Orders upon it « as, from the Difficulties 1 have within thefe few D.ays experienced, 
m carrying the Points you had enjoined with the Nabob, 1 have the bea Grounds for believin ’ 
that he would confider it a direift Breach of the late Agreement, and totally rejeft the Propofal as 
fuchj and I mua own to you, that, in his prefent fermented State of Mind, 1 could exped no- 
thing Icfs than Dcfpair, and a declared Rupture. 

“ He has by no Means been yet able tofurniffi me with Means of paying off the Arrears due to • 
the temporary Brigade, to the ffipulated Term of its Continuance in his Service. The Funds 
fary for paying off and difeharging his own Military Eaabliffimcnt under Britiffi Officet^iid 
his Penfion Liff, have been railed on the private Credit of Mr. Johnfon and myfcl^lTOn the 
Shroffs of this Place, to whom we are at this Moment pledged for many Lacks of R^ees*, and 
without fuch Aid, which I freely and at all Hazards yielded, becaiife 1 conceived it was your anxi- 
oils Defirc to relieve the Nabob, as foon as poflible, of this heavy Burden, the Eftabliffiment muft 
have been at his Charge to tliis Time, and probably for Months to come, while his Refourccs were 
(trained to the utmoft to furniffi JaidSds for its Maintenance to this Period. I therefore hefitate not 
to declare it utterly jmpoffible for him, under any Circumdances whatever, to provide Funds for 
the Payment of the Troops you now propofe to fend him. 

“ The wrefliiig Furruckabad, Kyrague, and Fyzula Cawn’s Country from his Government (for 
in that Light, my dear Sir, I can faithfully affure you he views the Mcafurcs adopted in refpeft 
to thofe Countries), togeth.r with the Refumption of all the jagheers, lb much againft his In- 
clination, have already brought the Nabob to a I'crfualion that nothing Icfs than his Deftruftion, 
or the Annihilation of every Sh.idow of his Power, is meant •, and all mv Labours to convince 
him to the contrary have proved abortive. A fettled Melancholy has fcizcil him, and his Health 
reduced beyond Conception j and I do mod folcmnly believe, that the March of Four Kegimenis 
of Sepoys towards Lucknow, under whatever Circumdances it might be rcprcfcntcci, would be 
confidered by him as a Force ultimately to be ufed in Iccuring Iiis Perfon. In fhort, my dear Sir, 
it is a Matter of fuch immediate Moment, and involving apparently fuch very ferious and im- 
portant Confcquences, that I have not only taken upon me to fufpend the Communication of it 
to the Nabob, until I (hould be honoured with your fuither Commands, but have alfo ventured 
to write the inclolcd Letter to Colonel Morgan — Liberties which I confidently trud you will 
excule, when you confider that I can be actuated by no other Motive titan a Zeal for the publick 
Service j and that if, after all, you determine that the Mcafure ffiall be infified on, it will be only 
the Lofs of Six, or at mod Eight Days, in propofing it. But, in the lad Event, I earneftly 
entreat your Orders may be explicit and pofitive, that 1 may clearly know what Lengths you 
would wiQi me to proceed, in carrying them into Execution. I again declare it as my firm Be- 
lief, and affure yourfelf, my dear Mr. Hadings, I am not influenced in this Declaration by any 
Confidcrations but my publick Duty, and niy perlbnal Attachment to you, that the enforcing the 
Mcafure you have propofed would be produdfivc of an open Rupture between us and the Nabob; 
nay, that the fiilt necelTary Step towards carrying it into Effcd, mud be on our Part a Declara- 
tion of Hodility. 

There can, I apprehend, be no Doubt but fuch an Extremity would end in the Ruin of the 
Nabob, and I think he would liavc Senfc enough to fee it but, under the Circumdances I have 
mentioned, and encouraged as he would be by all the Malecontcnts of his Court, I am perfuaded, 
as far as my own Reafon and Judgment enable me to predief, that he would difregard ail future 
Confcquences. 


“ I 


{a) Vide Appendix, N' XXXVfll. 
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• Sic in Orig« 


« I entreat you will excufc the Freedom with which I have addrelTcd you on this Subject* I 
liavc been obliged to write in great Hafte, to favc the Dauk, and confcqucntly not fe 
conncftcdly or fully as I could wifh; but be alTared I have given you the genuine 
Sentiments of my Hearty and as fuch I am perfuaded you will receive them with In* 
dulgcnce, 

“ I am, See, See, 

(Signed) Nath, Middleton.” 

To Colonel James Morgan, commanding in the Field. 

Sir, (Copy.) 

I was lad Night honoured with your Letter, informing me that you had Orders from the Go* 
rernor General to furnilh me with more IVoops, fliould 1 wane them. 

“ I have this Day received Information from the Governor, that he has ordered a large Force 
to repair to Lucknow. If you have received fuch an Order, I muft beg you will fulpend the 
Order until I have received the Governor’s Reply to the Reprefentation 1 have made to him 
upon this Subjeft, as fuch a Mov ement at this Jundure might be produftivc of the mod ferious Con* 
fcqucnccs. While I make this Application to you, I do not know how far it is in your 
Power to comply i yet I deem it my Duty to make the Reprefentation, whatever the Rcfult 
may be. 

“ Lucknow, I have the Honour to be, See, See, 

Z8th December 1781. (Signed) Nath. Middleton.” (a) 

Read, alfo, a further Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, begin* 
ning at Page 182 of the fame. 

** December a8, 1781, Lucknow. 

« Your Letter of the 24th is jud arrived, ordering the temporary Brigade to be again put on 
^^^izier^ Lid, which the late Treaty had jud eafed him of. Nothing Icfs than Blows can cffca 
thi?lK^he IS not even able to pay off the Arrears dill due to it for the lad Year, which, with the 
2 l IVlom\ ftipulated by the Treaty, amount to Nine Lacks, by Mr. Day’s Statement. Up- 
wards ot Twelve Lacks have been paid to Mr. Wombwcll, bcfides Remittances made to the Se- 
cond Brigade and Colonel Muir, and fcarce Six Lacks have yet been collcfted : A hard Strain of 
private Ciedit alone has made thefc large extra Payments,— and total Ruin mud inevitably be the 
Confequence of any Interruption in the Recovery of thf Money advanced. However, this is merely 
a private Confidcration, and therefore cannot weigh in public Meafures ; but in a public Light, the 
Troops being all in Arrears, and no Poflibilitjrof prefent Payment, fo large a Body alTembled 
here, without any Means in Hand to check or controul them, nothing but Diforder could follow. 
As one Proof that the Nabob is as badly off for Funds as we arc, I may inform you that his 
Cavalry rofe this Day upon him, and went all armed to the Palace, to demand from 13 to 18 
Months Arrears due to them, and * with great Difficulty perfuaded to retire, which was probably 
more tffefted by a Body of Troops getting under Arms to go againft them, than any other Con- 
fidcraiion. Without troubling you with Detail of Arguments, I may venture to pledge myfelf 
to you, ihit the additional Demand you propofe making, cannot this Year be obtained without a 
total Ketorm ol his Government, which, it brought a^ut by a Campaign againll him (by which 
alone it can be done), would, at the fame Time, flop at once all Rclourccs of Coiledtions; fo 
that, admitting Succefs, our Situation, in point of Finance, would be worfc than before. As I 
feel confident ot your full Credit to this Aflertion, I ffiall add nothing further upon the Subjedt, 
excepting, that the 'IVoops hitherto called for by the Vizier have been Iblicited, under that Article 
of thef late 'IVeaty which authorizes him to remove the wSubfidiary Brigade where he plcafes, with 
the Concurrence of the Refident; which Power is Bill more fully explained in the Letter of Irv 
ftrudtions Both Papers can only allude to the Troops which they ftipulate to remain within the 
Vizier’s Dominions. Whenever you no longer may chufe to permit his detaching the Brigade, 
he muft then of courfe conduft his Meafures by his own Sebundy, or be driven to make new Pro- 
pofals from himfelf for the Aid and Pay of our Regiments. 

As 1 have made ule of the Name of the temporary Brigade in the Firft Part of my Letter, it 
may be ncccffary to remind you that One additional Regiment is already paid by the Nabob, to 
^vhich add 4 Regiments, and a Train of Artillery, now propoled, makes Ten Battalions of 500 
Men each, which is equal to Seven Battalions of 780 Men, which formed the temporary Brigade, 
as ftipulated to be paid by the Nabob, 

I fincerely hope, though J fcarccly expeft, to avoid difplcafing you by the Freedom of this 
Reprefentation. Bur, as it is impoffiblc that you Ihould poirds Fads without their being plainly 
ft.ited, and as you cannot ad upon any other Grounds, while aiming, as I know you do, to do that 
which is beft, 1 mull run the Rifquc, or ferve you unfaithfully, which would contradid what I (hall 
ever endeavour to prove, that I am, upon all Occafions, your truly devoted, See, See, 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, R. Johnfon.”(^) 

Governor General, &c. &c. 

“ Benaras, 


( i) V ule Appendix, N’XXXVilL 


(S) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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beginning at 

«‘ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. See. 

« Sir, 

« The Ibl^ Call you made upon me, in your Command* of the 26th inftant, with which I 
was honoured Yefterday, demands from me the moft unreftrved and decided Reply ; and that I 
might not advance any Thing haftily, I took all Yefterday to deliberate upon my Kc[)ly ; Fur the 
Saice of Perfpicuity* I have thought it beft to recapitulate the Icveral Paragraphs ot your Letter, 
and arrange my Anfwers to them refpeftively in the fame Order. 

« ift. My Mind has been forfomc Days « To this Paragraph I freely anfwer, That your 
fufpended between Two oppofice Impulfess Prefence is in no Shape necelfary here, but, on the 
One arifi^ from the Ncceffity of my Re- contrary, could not fail of being of confidcrablc Re- 
turn to Calcutta, the other from the Ap- tardment to the ColltAions-, becaufe in thefe Coun- 
prchcnfion of my Prefence being more im- tries the Motions of Governors are locked upon to 
mediately and more urgently wanted at imply great intended Exertions, and with them great 
Lucknow; your Anfwer to this fhall dc- Changes; confcqucntly all Agents in publlck Sradons, 
cidc my Choice, from the higheft to the meaneft, put an immediate 

Stop to all their Avocations, ai d gaze motionltfs for 
the Refult. This is the Height of the Khereiff Col- 
ledlion, and any Impediments now thrown in the Way 
lofes • the Produce of the Crop. I'hc enclofcd State- ^ gieJn Oiig. 
ment (hews what I have received, and what I have ^ 
dilburfed; it will at Firlk Sight evince the Importance^ 
of realizing every immediate Refourcc, Tlic curr^|r 
Difburfemcnis of the id Brigade have not bceo^rade 
, good, and the Arrears due from the the 

* late temporary Brigade and Cavalry, agieeablc to Sti- 
f pulation, have not yet been liquidated. 

4d. i have waited thus long, in Hopes In Reply to the Second Paragraph, I beg leave 
of hearing that fome Progrefs has been ^ to refer you to my former Letters, Hating the turbu- 
madc in the Execution of the Plan which lent State of the Country. I'hrce Months is a Period 
I concluded with the Nabob in September in which the Changes you allude to probably might 
laft; I do not find that any Step towards have been cfTcacd in Times of perfedk 1 ‘ranquilhty ; 
it has yet been taken, though Three but when all the Diftrifts acrofs the Gogra were in 
Months are elapfed, and little more than Arms, and all the Jaghcerdars (a very numerous 
that Period did appear to me requifice to and powerful Body) were very little fhort of the 
have accompliflicd the molk enential Parts fame State in every Diftrift, and for the regulating 
of it, and to have brought the Whole into and Redudion of whom the Aumih were princi- 
Train. This Tardinefs, and the Oppofi- pally to be applied to — could a general Cliange or 
non prepared to the only decided Aft yet Attack upon thofe Aumils with Lafe have been un- 
undertaken, have a bad Appearance. dertaken ? I think not; but I put this Argument of 

the Prafticabilily or Imprafticability out of the Ciiief- 
tion, as it was not that Conlidcration which prevented 
me from enforcing the Meafurcs recommended by you 
to the Nabob in the Treaty; — the Fuft is this: I did 
not underftand, at the Peiiod of executing the Agree- 
ment between you and the Vizier, that your Intention 
was, that the Whole of the Reform propofed was in 
its fullefl: Extent to take place this Year, nor indeed 
at all, if the Company’s Debt became liquidated ; I 
conceived your Interference in the Nab(;b’s Govern* 
ment tended folely to eftablifh the Means of the molt 
fpcedy Payment pofiiblc of the Company’s Debt ; 
and that whenever this fhould be accomplillicd, every 
Shadow of Interference was to be ddillcd from, 
which I Hated to the Nabob and the MiniHcrs, and I 
believe upon the Faith of that AflUrance principally 
was his Excellency’s Acquicfccncc obtained. For the 
Profccution of thefe Meafurcs, I looked to the occa- 
fional AlfiHancc of the Regiments of the fubfidiary 
Brigade, as permitted in the Treaty, and yc^ur fub* 
fcquenc InHiuftions, and intended employing the 
Aumils and their Sebundy in the FirH Inllancc for 
the Reduftion of the Jaghcerdars, that I might not 
‘ ^ have the whole Country to attack at once. This 

o Mode 
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“ ^d. I approve the Nabob’s Refoliition 
to deprive the Begums of their ill-em- 
ployed Trcafiires. In both Services it 
mull be your Care to prevent an Abufe of 
the Powers given’ to thofc that arc em- 
ployed in them. You yourlclf ought to 
be perfonally prefent — You mull not allow 
^I^Negociafion or Forbearance, but mud 
pralbuite both Services until the Begums 
are atml^ntire Mercy of the Nabob, their 
jagheers in the quiet PofTedion of his 
iiumils, and their Wealth in fuch Charge 
as may fccure it againll private Embezzle- 
ment. — You will have a Force more than 
fufficient to cffcdl both thefe Purpofes. 

“ 4th. The Reformation of his Army, 
and the new Settlement of his Revenues, 
are alfo Points of immediate Concern, and 
ought to be immediately concluded. Has 
any thing been done in eitlier ? 


“ ,^th. I now demand, and require you 
mod Iblemnly to anlwer me : Arc you con- 
fident in your own Ability to accomplilh 
all thefe Purpofes, and the other Points of 
my Indrudions ? If you reply that you are, 
I will depart with a quiet and alTured Mind 
to the Pjcfidency, but leave you a dreadful 

Refpon- 
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Mode of proceeding* threatened r\<y tntarruptloi^ to 
the Colleflions, but an iinmecfiatc Increafe ot Mcini 
in hand to defray the Charges of the Troops, with- 
out which ^evioul Pirint even our own Army muft 
be ufeldW The Measure of refiiming the Jagheers 
involved mgny and fome very powerful Incereds^ 
fubjed to fuefi* Odium, from the Dilappointment of 
the Pai ties, deprived df their Meani;of Subfidcnce, 
and in fuch extcrtfive ut^iinions, under a Government 
fo i^regula^ in its C^ditution, and fo (haken as this 
is, it could not be ^cflually atcomplilhed in a Day. 
— However, it is now effeded nearly throughout with 
the Nabob’s Sandion (which at the Point of fexccu- 
tion there was the mod alarming Difficulty to obtain), 
and in a very few Days, I trud, it will be completely 
enforced; and, bad as the Appearance of Oppofition 
may be, I trud to be able to execute the whole Re- 
form, without Delay, upon the Grounds I (hall date 
in my Anfwer to ybur Paragraphs fuccelTively, 

‘‘ To the 3d Paragraph I (hall only fay. That I 
march To-morrow with the Nabob to enforce both 
the Services you exad in it ; and if 1 fucceed, as I 
have the (Ironged Rcafons to hope, in obtaining large 
Ready Money Rcfourccs towards liquidating the Ar- 
rears to the Troops, which form a large Proportion 
of the Debt to the Company, I have not a Doubt of 
accomplilhing every End you have now declared you 
look to the indant Performance of ; but as Troops 
alone cap do it, their Aflidance cannot be depended 
upon without previous Pay, or the PoflclTjon of ccr- 
tain Means in hand for that Purpofe; as it follows, 
that an immediate Stop to all Colledions mud enfue 
from any general Military Exertion. 

“To the 4th I anfwer, That nothing has been done, 
for the Rcalbns alTigned in n^y Anfwer to the Second 
Paragraph. If 1 erreJ in the Judgment I had formed 
of your Intentions, I can fay no more, as it is pafied, 
than that the Indant the Fyzabad Bufincfs is finilhed 
fucccFhilly, which cannot take more than One Fort- 
night from the Day of marching there, I (hall take 
luth Steps as the Means in my Power will admit of 
towards procuring from the Nabob the Orders to 
each Aumil to f>ay his Grofs Revenues to the Minif- 
ters, and to receive the Pay of their Troops being 
reduced into regular mudered Edablifiimenis, from 
the general Treafuryi and fliould he rcfulc, I will 
i(Tue my own, together with thofe of the Miniders, to 
that Purpoib, as 1 did in a former Indance when the 
Nabob rcfuled his Perwannahs for the Refumption of 
the Jagheers; and (hall further enforce the Execution 
againd each dilbbeying Aumil by marching againft 
him, and difplacing him. Thelc Three Points com- 
plete the Heads of your Recommendations to tlic 
Nabob, the Fourth Article, which was the Separa- 
tion and Limitation of his own Difburlemcnts to the 
Medium of his Receipts for the lad I’hrec Years 
having alrc.idy taken place; and then no AlTignments 
will remain upon the Country, but thofe of the Com- 
pany, as exprefTed in the Treaty. 

“ To the 5th, I confidently reply. That I am fully 
competent to undertake and cfFebl the Completion of 
the Reform, upon the Grounds (tated in my Anfwer 
to the 4th Paragraph ; and therefore again repeat, that 
your coming here is iinnccefiTary; and that, as far 
as regards the Duties of my Station towards the 
Execution of your Orders, you may depart, in Con- 
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Rcfponfibility if you difappoint mc.-If viaion that neither Adivity or Firmnefs flull be 
you tell me that you cannot rely upon wanting in the Exertion of every Means within my 
your Power, and the other Means which Power: And thofe Means I can forefec no Deficiency 
you poffefs, for performing thefc Services, I in, upon the PcrmilFion I have of calling upon Colo- 
will tree you from the ChargCi I will pro* nel Morgan for Aid, and the Rcu-i^t of Alices at 
cced myfelf to Lucknow, and I will myielf ^ Fyzabad.— For thclc Rcafons, therefore, 1 have not 
undertake them ; and in that Cafe 1 de- thought it nectlTary to lay the Bearers that you condi- 
fire that you will immediately order Beaf- tionally ordered, 
ers to be ftationed for myfelf and Two 
other Gentlemen, between Lucknow and 
Illahabad, and I will fee out from hence 
in Three Days after the Receipt of your 
Letters. 

“ 6th. I am forry that I am' under the “ In Reply to the 6th Paragraph, nothing need be 
Neceflityof writing in this prelFing Manner, offered by me but my Acknowledgments for the JuL 
I trull implicitly to your Integrity, I am ticc you do to my Sentiments towards your Pcrlbn 
certain of your Attachment to myfelf, and and Government. 

I know that your Capacity is equal to any 
Service ; but I muft exprels my Doubts of 
your Firmnefs and Activity, and above all 
of your Recollcdion of my Inllruc^ions, 
and of their Importance, 

“ yth. My Conduct in the late Arrange- “ To the yth. If your Conduct fliould be ar- 
ments will be arraigned with all the Ran- raigned, as you lufpeit, I can at all l imes teltify, that 
cor of difappointed Rapacity, and my Re- upon the Plan of the foregoing Years, the Receipts 
putation and Influence will fuflfer a mor- from the Nabob were only a D^jeeption, and not 
tal Wound from the Failure of them, an Advantage, but even an Injury to the Company ; 
They have already failed in a Degree, lor by the accumulating Ivncieafc of the Dcman^| 
finceno Part of them has yet taken pTace, upon him, and the proportionate Dccreafc 
but the Removal of our Forces from the Means, only his Debt to the Company encrcaJ^lJi^ith 
Doaub and Rohilchund, and of Britilh Diminution of Profped of its Liquidati<?n j while 
Officers and Penfioners from the Service Company's artual Money or Aflets went to the 
of the Nabob; and the Expcncc of the Payment of the Troops fuppofed to be maintaiticd 
former thrown without any Compenfation folely at the Vizier's Fxpencc. In Proof of this, it 

on the Company. will fufficc to remark, that the annual Net Remit- 

tances to the Prefidency flioukl have been the Differ- 
ence of the Subfidy, and the real Kxpenccs of the 
Brigade ; fay, — — 1 2,00,000 

The Monc'y paid from the llcafury at 

Calcutta, to Abdulrahman Khan 3*30,000 

And the Payment made in like Manner 

to Mirza Sadit Ally — 3,00,000 

Befides the full Payment of fuch Stores 
as the Company occafionally iflued to 

the Nabob 

Sun* Rup’ 1 8,30,000 

or about zo,oo,ooo of Current, which never yet 
has been the Cafe from the Annual Jaidads, or Cur- 
rent Collcdions — conlequcntly the Plan was a Fal- 
lacy ; for the DilFcrcncc between this Amount and 
the Remittances to the Prefidency, was an aftual 
Lofs that the Company annually fullaincd, inflead 
of a fuppofed Advantage of a Brigatlc of Infantry 
and Cavalry being totally defrayed by the Nabob; 
trom this, therefore, I may fafeJy conclude, tliat the 
Remiflion to the Nabob of this infufferable Burthen, 
was a Profit to the Company, whenever the extra 
Troops, paid by the Nabob, (hall he difbancied or 
quartered upon other Neighbours, who arc protefted 
by our Power, and the Debt put into a probable 
State of fpeedy Liquidation. 

“ 8th, I expedk a .Supply of Money To the 8th Paragraph. If the Supply expefted 
fqual to the Difcharge of all the Nabob’s at Fyzabad (hall prove adequate to the Difcharge of 
Arrears V and am much difappointed and all Arrears due to the Troops, and afford an adequate 
•fortified, tliat I am not now able to return Fund for a Liquidation of the Company’s Debt, it 
with it. will remain at your Option to employ it as a Rcmit- 

9 X tance 
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9th, Gifc me an immediate Anfwcr to 
the Qucllion which I have herein propofed, 
that I may lofc no n\orc Time in fruitlefs 
Inaftion. 


tance to the Prcfidency, or the future Payment of the 
Troops you may ftilf think neceffary to keep up, to 
regulate the Nabob’s internal Government, in regard 
to which I ftiall hope for your Determination, when 
I can inform you of what Means I poffefs. ' 

To the laft Paragraph. I truft you will find 
all my Anfwers as explicit and decifivc as you could 
wi(h them, and that they will enable you to deter- 
mine upon yielding, with Confidence, to the Impulfc 
arifing from the Nccelfity of your Prefence at the 
Prefidency. ^ 


“ Lucknow, 

the 30th December 1781. 


“ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ Nath. Middleton, 

Ref at the Vizier’s Court.” (j) 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, be*, 
ginning at Page 203 of the fame. 

“ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 30th December 1781. 

“ 1 have this Day anfwercd your publick Letter, in the Form you feenied to expeft. I hope 
there is nothing in it that may to you appear too pointed. If you wilh the Matter to be otherwife 
iindcrftood than I have taken up and itated it, I need not fay I (hall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may preferibe, and to take upon myfeif any Share of the Blame of the (hitherto) 
Non* performance of the Stipulations made on behalf of the Nabob ; though I do affurc you, I 
mylclf reprefented to his Excellency and the Minifters, conceiving it to be your Defire, that the 
appaicne AfTumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly confidered 
it at the firft View), as fpccified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully 
literally enforced, but that it was neceifary you (hould have fomething to (hew on your Side, 
asH^^ompany were deprived of a Benefit without a Requital ; and upon the Faith of this Af- 
furanOT^^ne, 1 believe I may fafely affirm, his Excellency’s Objeftions to figning the Treaty wcie 
given up. If I have undcrilood the Matter wrong, or milconceivcd your l)cfjgn, I am truly 
lorry for it-, however, it is not too late to corredf the Error * and I am ready to undertake, and, 
God willing, to carry through, whatever you may, on Receipt of my public Letter, tell me is 
your final Rcfolve. 

“ If you determine at all Events, that the Meafureof reducing the Nabob’s Army, &c. (hall be 
immediately undertaken, I (liall take it as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a Line 
at Fyzabnd, that I may make the neceffary previous Arrangements with refpeft to the Difpofal of 
my Family, which I would not wifli to retain here in the Event either of a Rupture with the Na- 
bob, or the Nccelfity ot employing our Forces in the Reduftion of his Aumils and Troops-, this 
done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fyzabad. 

“ I am, &c. &c. 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings. Nath. Middleton.” (i) 


Read, alfo, the following Extrafts from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, 
beginning at Page 157 of the lame. 


From the Bhowc Begnm to the Refident. 

“ The underwritten Particulars have juft come to my Knowledge. — That the Nabob’s Orders 
to Meer Mahboob Ally are arrived, direding the Rcfumpiion of Nabob Gunge on the other Side 
ot the River, and Bene Gunge my Jaghcer, and for him to take charge thereof ; alfo that the 
Charge of Purgunnah Salone, my Jaghcer, is given to Meer Nazir Ally; every Thing refpeding 
myfclf is fpecified in your Caulnama. Hitherto no Interference has taken place by any one; I am 
at a Lofs to account tor the prefent Mealurc. On what Plea has the Nabob relumed my Jag- 
hcer, or what arc his Intentions? While you arc Refident, can fuch Proceedings be admitted? 
Expiefs your Dilapprobation, that it may not be carried into Effed. Before, Application was 
made'^through Molvic Fuzzlc Azeem Khan to me, for Lowanah 'Falook, my Jaghcer, when I 
wrote to Huifein Reza Khan, and Hyder Beg Khan, on the Subjed, who filcnccd Molvic Fuzzlc 
Azeem Khan — but now the Rclumption of my Jaghcer is rcfolved on. 

“ I'hc Jaghecr is not the Grant of the Nabob, that he (hould refumc it — let thofe who granted 
refumc It. The Nabob has nothing to do with me. Let me have a fpeedy Anfwcr. Counter- 
mand the Order to Meer Nazir Ally for the Refumption of my Jaghccr. The prefent State of 
Matters is trifling, but the Confequcnces (hall be great.” 


(a) Videfupra, p. 519, and Appendix, XXXVIII. (^) Vide Appendix, ibid. 

« From 
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“ From the Rcfident to the Bhowe Begum. 

« I have receiv^ your Letter— recapitulated the Contents— The Nabob has thought proper, 
on account of the Inconveniencies, Lois, and Indignities he fuftains from the Authority cxen ifed 
by the Jagheerdars Aroughout the Country, to relume all the Jagheers in his Dominions, in which 
yours IS necclfarily included \ as the Amount of your Jaghecr is confirmed to you by a written 
Agreement between you and the Nabob, and guaranteed by Mr. Briftow in Bchalt of the Cover- 
nor General and Council, it will be made good to you in ready Money. If you will therefore 
be pleafed to cranfmit me an accurate Account of‘the Amount you realized from your leveral 
Jagheers Ganges, Bazars, &c. as fpecified in the Caulnama, after deducing the Expences of 
Colleaion, Sebundee, and all other Charges, I will pledge myfelf that the faid Sam fh.ill he re- 
gularly remitted to you at fuch ftated I imes, and in luch Proportions, as you (hall prclenbc ^ 
As to any Thing farther, his Excellency is Matter/* 

“ From the Bhowe Begum to HufTcin Reza Khan. 

« I find that Meer Nazir Ally has been vetted with Charge of Purgunnah Salohc, my Jagheer, 
which to me is unaccountable. From whence proceeds his Excellency’s Interference with my Jng- 
heer? The Jaghcer is not from his Grant, that he fhould refume it; what his Intentions may be, 

I am at a Lofs to form an Idea of— Note this, that if my J.ighecr falls, the Country fhall not 
ftand : Remember this, and make the Nabob acquainted with it. It is nor well that for a trifling 
Matter much Trouble (houlcl be occafioned. — Kccall the Aumil, to whom the Charge of the Jafr. 
heer of Salone has been given; if not, it will not be well done. Hitherto 1 have been filent and 
patient, but I cannot continue fo longer. Whence this Refolurion for the Refumption of my Jag- 
heer ? Let me have your Anfwer fpeedily.** 

/ “ From the Bhowe Begum to the Refident. 

The Particulars I have written you, refpefting my Jagheers, having arrived, willjJi^ad 
by you. The Nabob has fent Aumils to take Charge of them. The Caulnama, undeyf^ Seal, 
is in my Poficfllon, in which all Interference with my Jagheers is dilclaimed, as well as all De- 
mands on me for Money. Now the Engagements of the Nabob arc difregarded, although the 
Englifli are at Hand. 1 fhall, in Ten Days, the Mohrum being over, proceed to Lucknow, 
where, having fully explained and acljulled Affairs, I fhall repair to wherever my Will may 
direc't. Your being at Lucknow will expedite the clearing and clofing the Affair. Let there be 
no Interference with my Jaghcer (ircvious to my Arrival at Lucknow, neither vexatioufly interfere 
with my People. I am repairing to Lucknow: Wherefore this Precipitation.?* You are Gua- 
rantee for the Caulnama. Should the Country be loft to me, it fhall be loft to all. I give you 
this Intimation.— Note it.” 

“ From the Bhowe Begum to the Rcfident. 

“ Having written to you particularly refpefting my Jagheers, you arc now acquainted therewith. 
Now the Nabob’s Order to Meer Baboob Ally is arrived, direfling the Refumption of my Jag- 
heers, Nabob Gunge, on tlic other Side of the River, and Rene Gunge, and their Amount Col- 
Icflions to be paid into the Treafury, — Wlience this Mealure? You arc acquainted with the 
Purport of the Caulnama, difclaiming all Interference with my Jagheers, and by the BIclTing of 
Gud, are at Hand for my Benefit. Yet am I aftonifhed with this Proceeding. The Jagheers are 
not granted by the Nabob, that he fhould refume them. What has he refolved againtt me ? The 
Conltquences fhall lx Extremities. There has been a Fricndfhip of long Date fubfilling between 
the Englidi Government and me. I iinderftand Aumis for other of my Jagheers are in Agitation. 
Incerpole, and put a Stop to fuch i^roceedings. Application was made before by Molvie Fuzzic 
Azeem Khan, for Lowanah Talook, my Jaghcer; on which 1 wrote to HufTcin Reza Khan, and 
llyclcr Beg Cawn, who explained the Matter to the Molvie, and caufai the Matter to be dropped. 
Huffein Reza Khan and Hyder Beg Khan are my profeffed Friends. The BufiDefs I write to them 
on iseffcfled. With them I am perfefliy fatisfied. I am now convinced this Trouble is caufed 
hy Molvie F'uzzic Azeem Khan. Make known to him your Difpleafure at it, that this Affair 
may be relinquiflicd, forbidding him ever to enter on the Subject of my Jagheers, to prevent any 
further Interference of this Kind therewith.” 

“ From the Rcfident to the Bhowe Begum. 

“ I had the Honour to reply to your former Letter Yeftcrday ; to the Contents of which I mud 
Feg leave to refer you, as far as relates to iecuring. to you the aflual Income of your Jagheers, 
^^;ingees, Bazars, &c. as fee forth in the Caulnama fubfifting between you and his Excellericy the 
Nabob. I certainly am bound in Duty to interfere, becaufc the Faith of the Governor General 
and Council, my Mafters, has been pledged to you for it i and I am ready, as I before informed 
to fettle that Point to your Satisfaflion ; but as to continuing llie Lands, &c. in the Form 
you have hitherto held them, hiyfixccllcncy the Nabob is the Mailer, and 1 cannot oppofe his 

A Pleaiure. 
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Picafurc. Ic behoves you to refleA well on this Matter. I am equally the Friend of you and your 
Son the Nabob, and can have no Prejudices in favour of one or the other. His Excellency de- 
clares, and I have myfelf fecn too many Proofs to doubt it, that the Authority and Dominioii 
exercifcd by the jaghcerdars is extremely prejudicial to his Revenue and Government, A Me- 
dium, therefore, being propofed, by which you lofe nothing, and his Excellency gains lb mueb^ 
• Sic in Orig. I Ihould * you would not continue to rejcA it, fince it is unqueftionably the fame to you, whether 
you receive the Income of your Jaghcer through the Channel of an Aumil appointed under the 
Nabob’s Authority, or from the Hands of your own immediate Agent, For the regular Remit- 
tance of whatever Net Income you may heretofore have received from your jaghcers, I willingly 
make myfelf rcfponfible but I again repeat, that in all other RefpcAs the Nabob is Mailer. — 
What more (hall I fay ?’* , 

From the Bhowe Begum to the Refident. 

I underdand, from MuITein Reza Khan, that he hasfpoke to you concerning my Jaghcers, and 
that you in Reply Ihould fay that the Nabob’s fending Aumils into my Jaghcers was not of any 
Confcqucnce or Prejudice. If thefe are your Sentiments, I cannot but be much aftonilhed. 
Had any other Perfon expreffed luch, I Ihould not have felt it, but imputed them to his Igno- 
rance. Since I heard that you (houkl have declared fuch as the above, I have been in Defpair, 
as I cannot think the Country any longer proper for my remaining in it, as thofe who bound 
themfelves by Engagements, now difrrgard them. After the Molirum is pall, I (hall repair to 
Lucknow, and take my Leave of it to fojourn elfewliere, as ncctlTitatcd by the Gentlemen at 
Lucknow, and as my Inclinations once led me, and is now God’s Decree; though, Ihould I be 
nccelTitatcd to quit the Country, God grant that no Soul may be able to remain in it in Peace, 
j The Power of Exiftence reds not with you, but God. You are a Ruler of the Country, and can 
take to yourfclf the Jaghcers of others. Many are involved in Didrefs. Pride is not commend- 
^pi||^le*, it is not countenanced by God. How long is to l>c the Period of your Reign ? Infamy 
iP||^irDuc, The Countries of Puttaghur, Owdc, &c. yield Four Crore of Rupees; if they arc 
not^l^nt to faiisfy you, what can my Jaghcers contribute towards it? And why, without my 
Knowleo^ daould Aumils be fent into them? If you mean to procied in this Mode, lend Au- 
mils into Nezif Khan’s Country, &c. and try the Conlequences. While I do remain in the 
Country, recall the Aumils from my Jagheers. Why fo precipitate? Be adured 1 Hull with F'x- 
pedition take luy Departure,” 

“ From the Refident to the Bhowe Begum. 

A Perfon afiiiming your Name has juft arrived here, with a Letter under your Seal, addrefifed 
to me i but as 1 cannot believe, either from the Subject Matter or the Stile, that it can have been 
iliAated by yuu, or written with your Knowledge, 1 cnilofc a Copy of it, that you may detedt the 
Forgery, and indict a proper exemplary Punilhment on the Perfon who diall have dared thus to 
abule your Confidence, and infult me.” 

From the Nabob Vizier to the Refident. 

“ I have received your Letter, covering Copies of Letters from my Mother to yourfelf— recapi- 
\ Sic in Grip, tulatcdf the Contents. — She fays her Jaghecis weic not granted by me. At the Time of the late 
Nabob’s Death, thefe Mahls were under the Charge ol Jowaur Ally Khan, on the Footing of 
other Aumils, infomuch that the Accounts, See. were lodged in the Dewan’s Ofiice ; ihdc Ac- 
counts, as they were delivered into the Dewan’s Office to the Dace of the Nabob’s Death, arc 
forthcoming. After his Death, I, as a dutiful Son, made over thefe Mahls to her in Jaghecr, that 
it could not be laid I left my Mother unprovided. The Bufinefs and Mahls of the Khalfa fufler 
confiderably, and are much prqudiccd by the Authority and ConduA of the Aumils of thele 
Jagheers, Mahls, as alfo from the Inlolence of the lloulehold Khajah ; witnefs the Conduct ot 
Bhar Ally Khan’s Naibpt Tondah. My Life, Eftate, and Dominions oiiginacc fiom the FViend- 
Ihip of the Englilli Government. Yet what Knavery have not thrfe Houlchcld Khajahs been 
guilty oh As therefore it is not prudent that thefe Mahls Ihould be continued in the Charge of 
my Mother, or Houfchold Khajahs, I have appointed my own Aumils — receive the Amount arifing 
^ from thele Mahls, and pay it to my Mother, after deduAing ihe Charges of ColleAions, &c. 

ablolutc Charges. I am ready to acquielcc in any Thing for my Mother. As fur the other Farts 
ot her Letters, I truft in God they arc diAatcd by the Houfchold Khajahs ; and that I have not 
caulcd Shame to myfelf from my ConduA to God or my Mother. After the Death of my Father, 
whatever was due from him to the Company, alfo to the droops, I took upon myfelf; but what- 
ever EfFc As there were remained with my Mother. Some I'ime lincc Ihe gave fume Pari to me, 
but ic went no Way in the Difcharge of the Claims of the Company or Troops. For ihcfc many 
Years I have endured much Inconvenience and Trouble for the Dilchargc of thefe; yet Half 
is not made good, and I am in daily Anxiety on this Account, from a Defire to difcharge all juft 
Dues to the Company. It is my Intention to proceed to Fyzabad in Ten Days, the Mohium 
bein T over, when I mean to requeft of my Mother the Whole of my Father’s Eftate, to enable me 
to pay oft all Debts to the Company. Agreeable to the Laws of God, all my Father’s EftcAs arc 
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my R*ghr» ^ Claims on him. If my Mother, from Af^e^lion, confents, 

I (hall w happy I tf not, in whatever Manner Ihe may render it, 1 Ihall pay it towards the Adjuft- 
inent of the Balance due to the Company. With rcfpcft to the Houfehold Khajahs, I (liall coniine 
and punilh them, for the Knavery and Means they have ufed towards cffedling a Breach between 
my Mother and myfelf. You will in Friendihip caufc this Letter to be tranflated into Englilh, 
and fend it immediately to the Governor, deftring him not toliften to any one, or what my Mother 
may write, neither adopt her Opinion, hut dircA me to receive Money from her, towards the Pay- 
ment of the Company’s Demands. I am ready to defray and allow her for her Expences — with 
refpeft to the Amount Colle£liona of her Jagheers, after deducing all neceflary Charges of Col- 
lection j you may receive and tranfmit it to her.”(jj 


Read, from Book 105, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Bhow 
Bhegum to the Governor General, received the 6th January lyda. 


“ From the Mother of the Vizier. 


Received 6th January 1782. 


“ 5. Our Situation is pretty well, and your good Health is conftantly prayed for. I had fent 
Bchar Ally Khan to you; accordingly People invented a Falfehood, that Bchar Ally Khan was 
cone to get the Deputylhip of the Soubah, and fomc Perfons here were faying, “ Wherefore has 
flie fent Behar Ally Khan to Calcutta to the Naivab Amaud ud Uowla? we will never permit the 
Affair to fuccecd.” And accordingly it has fo happened, for they fay that you alfo have not put 
your Seal to the Treaty; and the People here lay. Why does the Nabob Lady correfpond with 
the Fnelilh Gentlemen ? On this Account I did not fend a Letter at the Time when you came 
iliis Way. Now the State of Affairs here is thus: On the 27th Zchedje, Afuph ud Uowla Be- 
hader, without my Knowledge, lent his own Aumils into my Jagheer. I accordingly wrote 
fevcral Times to Mr. Middleton on this Bufincfs, that his Seal was to the Treaty and Writing of 
Difcharge, why did he not negociate in my Favour? Mr. Middleton Wplitd, “ The Nawab^ 
the Matter.” I wrote frequently, but without Effcft. Being helpicis, I reprefent to you|^c 
Sute of my Affairs, that notwithttanding the Exiftcnce of this Treaty, I have been m 

this Manner: It is ulclefs for me to ftay here. Whatever is, is a Compaa; whenever any one 
.leviates from his Compaa, he meets with no Credit for the future ; and the Light of mine 
hves Afuph ud Dowla, wrote to me, that he had lent his own Aumils into my Jagheers, and 
would pay me ready Money from his Tiealury. Reflea on my Security for his adhering to his 
future Engagements, from the Conlidcration of his Condua under his paft Promiles. I do not 
r-rree to his ready Money, let me have my Jagheer, as formerly; otherwife, leaving this Place, 

1 will wait on you at Benaris, and thence will go towards Shah jehan Abad, becaule he has not 
adhered to his Engagements. Send Letters to Afuph ud Dowla, and to Mr. Middleton, and 
Huflen Reza Khan, and Hydcr Beg Khan, not to moleft the Beegum’s Jagheer, and to let thcni 
remain as formerly with the Bcegum’s Aumils; and it is here fufpeaed of nw* that my AumiJ 
plundered the Property of Mr. John Gordon. The Cafe is this: Mr. John Gordon arrived at 
T.ndah, a Jagheer of mine, fighting with the Zemindars of Akberpoor, which btdongs to the 
Kh.ilfch. Accordingly, Mr. John Gordon having come to Tandah, my Aumil perfoimed what- 
ever appertained to his Duty. Afterwards Mr. John Gordon wrote to me to lend my People, 
that he might come with them to Fyzabad. I fent People accordingly to ^mg Mr. John l 

and the faid Gentlemen arrived here in complete Safety. And Mr. John Gordon is now Pfclcm, 
alk him yourlclf of thefe Matters. Mr. John Gordon will reprefent Matters in Detail ;-lhe 
Truth will then become known, how ill founded the Calumny is. Should you conic here for a 
few Days, it will be very well; and if not, I will wait on you. And your coming here very 

Iiccvirary, that all my Affairs may become arranged; anu fei^ aL Hvder Bei 

and Letter to Afuph ud Dowla, and Mr. Middleton, and Huflen Keza Khan, and Hydcr Beg 
Khan, on the Subjeft of ceafing to moleft my Jagheers; and fend me conllantly News of your 
iicahh, for my Peace of Mind depends thereon, ’ (f) 

Read, the following Letter from the Governor General, to the Nabob, Vizier, dated 
the 2d January 1782, from Book 120, already delivered in. 

“ To the Vizier. . , , „ 

« Written the 2d January 178a. 

“ No 1 From the Letters of Mr. Middleton I learn, that he had Ihewn you, a».I defired him, 

.V« O.dTw.slh" 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIII. 


(i) Vide fupra, P. 699. 
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■ proceed •, my folc View In this Journey to Beniris was to regenerate the Friendftiip already, fuhfift* 
ing between your Highnefs and the Company, and to aflift your Highnefs in formii^ the. Bundo* 
* Sic in Orig. buit ot the Country j and 1 believe that that * thefe Arrangements, trom the Time ot our mutual 
Adjultmeni of them, would ere this have been accomplifhcd •, but it has not happened i your High- 
ncis has done nothing towards it ; nor do I percc'.ve, that, in the Bundobull which your, Highnefs 
has confented to, you a<Jt To as to bring it to a Conclufion, or that you approve of thei Bundobuft 
that I have pointed out. Still I am ready, with my Abilities, to alTift your Highnefs, that, if 
t Sit in Orig. your Highnefs requires it, I will repair to Lucknow, and ufc my Endeavours either either f with my 
Advice or my Fiicndfhip in your Concerns, until every Article that has been agreed between us 
lhall be fulfilled. Should not your Highnefs approve of my AlTiftancc in the Affairs of your 
Sircar, I do not defire to peiTift in it i but if in future any Lois fliould be fufiained by your High- 
nets, it cannot be laid to my Charge, and whatever remains due to the Company, it is neceflaty 
they fliould recc've it wirhout a Balance. Unlcfs this is done, I cannot return to Calcutta. Should 
this Matter be adjufted, and your Ilighnefs’s Defire be fuch, that the fettling your Bundobuft 
fliould reft in your own Hands, I agree to it. Whatever 1 may wiQi, I (hall write to Mr. Middle- 
ton, who will explain it to your Highnefs.” 


Read, the following Extrad of a Confultation of the I2th June 1783, from Book 
82, bcfoie delivered in, beginning at Page 214 of the fame. 

“ To Mr. Middleton. 

*' Sir, Benares, 2d January 178a. 

“ 1 have received your Letters of the 30th December, and fhall reply to them fully. It has 
affonled Ibme Relief to the Anxiety which I have felt. If you have not already declared to the 
Nabob the Explanation which I defiicd you to give him, of the Sentiments expreffed in my Letitr, 
I dcliic you to defer it till you hear further from me, • In the mean Time you may affure him that 
^lliyatcver is written in the Agreement concluded between us at Chunar lhall be literally and firmly 
offlli||^efl on my Part. I lhall immediately compare it, for that Purpofc, with the Mcalurcs now 
unde^^nfiderat.on. 

“ I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Warren Hallings.” (a) 

Rearl, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 224 of the fame. 

“To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have the Honour to inform you, that the Nabob marched to Fayzabad on the ift inftant, 
and that I follow him, conformably to your Orders, To-morrow Morning, having Yefterday or- 
dered away the 8th Regiment to be ready to arrive with me on the 6th inftant at Fayzabad. The 
20th Regiment, under the Command of Major Martin Gilpin, which wa.s detached fome Days ago 
from Cawnporc to enforce the Vizier’s Order for the Rclumption of the Begum’s Jagheer, 1 have 
thought it necelTary to Ration at Lucknow, in lieu of the 8th Regiment, until my Return from 
Fayzabad, when I lhall be better able to judge how far, and what Force it may be neceflary to 
employ againft the Agents of the Begum, who I underRand have all received the moR pofiiivc 
Injunftions to oppofc, by every Means in their Power, the Execution of the Vizier’s Orders re- 
Jpeding the Jagheers. 

“ I have the Honour, &c. &c. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) “ Nath. Middleton, 

the 3d Jan'J' 1782. Rclidcnt at the Court of the Vizier.’* (^) 

Read, alfo, a further Extra^l from the fame Book and fame Confultation, begin- 
ning at Page 226 of the fame. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, &c. &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ I arrived wiih the Nabob at Fayzabad Two Days ago, and his Excellency has made his De- 
mand upon the Rhow Begum *, but nothing final or dicihvc having yet taken place, I defer writing 
fully, or entering on the Subjeft until To morrow, when 1 hope to be able to do it with Ibmc Cer- 
tainly as to the Kcrult. 

(At the End) 

“ Fayzabad, the icih January 1782. . Nath. Middleton .** (0 


a) Vide Appendix, N- XXXVIII. 
Vide Appendix, ibid. 


(c^ Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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Read, alfo, the following Extra£l from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page iig of the fame. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. 

“ Sir, 

« 1 vfas this Day honoured with your Commands of the loth inftanr, informing me of the 
Military Station you have eftablifhed ac Juanpore, with the Liberty you grant the Nabob Vizier 
of claiming their Aid to quell any Difturbanecs in the adjacent Parts ot his Provintes. I have 
accordingly communicated it to his Excellency, who with great Julticc was highly plcufcd 
with the Dirpofition, as in Truth the Diftnfts bordering upon the Zefnindar\ ot Benares 
have for a long Period of Time been of all others the molt turbulent and dirdffc(fled, and 
nothing Icfs than the Arrangement you have now formed, could cfioHually lecure the Peace and' 
Tranquillity in that Neighbourhood, fo cffcntial to the Profperity of the Nabob’s Government and 
Revenues. 

“ With refpeft to the Bufinefs here, I have the Honour to inform you, that Yefterday finding 
that the temporizing and indccifivc Conduct of the Nabob fenned to promilc an Illue very 
different* very different from that expefted in your Commands of the 26(h Pecember laft ; SicinOiig. 
and that the only life the Two leading Eunuchs under the Bhow Begum made of the Delay was, 
to affemble and call in armed Men from all Qiiartcrs, which when united with the lar^ie Force 
already in the Town under their Diredion, would in ail Probability have brought the Matter 
to a much more fevere and arduous Tell than it at prefent could admit of ^ I found mylclf ne- 
cefTitated to take the moft immediate and decifive Interference which the Furcc with me was capa- 
ble of, and accordingly, having the Nab(;b*s written Requifition, marched the 23d Regiment, 
under theCommand ot Major Naylor, with aDctachn^cnC ot his lixccliency’s own Troops, againll 
the Kella, and had the Happinefs to fucceed in putting the Nabob’s Party in P»»neir]f)n of it with-^ 
out any Kffulion of Blood ; the armed Men retiring Irom it on the Approach ot our Troops^jJ^ 
draw ing up with their Guns in a large broad Street before the I Ionic of the old Begum, 
the Bhow Begum and her Two principal Eunuchs had rciind the preceding F.veni^ilr This 
clfeded, the Nabob iffuecl his peremptory Orders for the immediate Depaiture of a^i^mned Men, 
excepting his own 'Eioops, beyond the Precinfts of the Town, threatening them with an inftanc 
Attack if they difobeyed. This Order, after many Evafions, was promilcti to be complied with j 
and the Two Eunuchs, Bahr and Jowar Ally Cawn, at the fame Time coming in, and de- 
livering themfclves into the Nabob’s Cuftody, the armed Men, amounting to between Three and 
Four thoufdfid, evacuated the Town and difperled. 1 have fince learnt, that had the Nabob’s 
Troops alone attempted tlic Seizure of the Kella, a very defperate Rcfiftancc was refolvcd upon, 
which appeared very probable, from the State in which the armed Men were found, being the pre- 
ceding livening furnifhed with a large Store of Ammunition, and now drawn up in regular 
Order, with loaded Pieces, and their Matches lighted ; but they were prudent enough to think 
thcmlclvcs unequal to the united Efforts of his Excellency’s 1 roops, fupported by an Hnglifh Re- 
giment, and by this Conviition much Mifchicf has happily been prevented. 

** To morrow I hope to be able to inform you of the Effed of the prefent advantageous Situ- 
ation, and in the mean Time have the Honour to remain, &c. &c. 

“ Fayzabad, Nath. Middleton, 

the 13th Jan^y 1782. at the Court of the Vizier. 


“ P. S. I have the Honour to cnclofe you a Letter from the Vizier, in reply to your Idft to his 
Excellency.” (a) 

Read, alfo, a further Extraa from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, beginning 
at Page 234 of the fame. 

« Honouiable Sir, Camp, Kella, Fyzabad, Jan'>' 14th 1782. 

“ Some Bufinefs of Importance, which the Refident had to fettle at Fyzabad, occaftoned my 
fuddenly ioining him there. After my Arrival, a Couple of Days palled in Nc^^ociation, but 
without F (Tea rand the Party in the Town colledling, and hourly gaming Sttengtli, at length, 
after mature Deliberation, it was relolvcd that I rtiould, with my Regiment, and Four Guns, 
ftorm the Town, which I enVeted the 12th in the Morning. I very toon got PofielTion of the 
Kellah, in which is the Palace and Zenanah i and as there were not only fcveral Gates, but Open- 
ings in the Walls, as I entered on one Side they efcaped at the other ; but ^ 
returned again, headed by the '1 wo principal Eunuchs, Bahr Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, 
and drew up oppofite and within Sixty Yards of One of my Ports, with Three Guns, and added 
the moft aggraSLd t Behaviour-, however, as they did not fire, or offer any other Afts of Hof- fS-cinOng. 
tility, and when I refledfed on the Confequence that would attend a contefted Difputc m the 
Streets of the Town j of the Zenanah, &c. being fubjeft to be plundered even by themfclves. 


(a) Vide Appendix, XXXVIll. 


which 
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whith would have been attributed to nne ; and being fo fituated, for the Safety of the Female Part 
of the Family on one Hand, who were under the moft dreadful Apprehenfion, and for the Su{>- 
port of his Excellency’s Authority on the other, who was waiting the Refute on the Outflde of 
the Town, I was for a fliort Time doubtful how to decide*, however, as I had Mahomed Aflfreia 
Cawn along with me, a Perfon in high Favour with the Nabob, and well acquainted with both 
Parties, 1 defired to circulate lenient Advice, pointing out how fatal an Attack would be to them, 
and inevitable Ruin to thofe they appeared fo zealous to fupport. It had the Efied *, the Two 
liunuchs immediately furrendered, their People inftantly left the Town, and I oidered their Guns 
to be dragged away. 

As foon as the tumultuous Noife was over, and I had poded Guards for the Safety of the 
Palace, &c. I dircftly fent a Chubdar to the Begum, and offered every Afliftance ibc might want, 
and at the fame Time confiftent with my Inftruftions, which (he accepted; and now I have the 
Satisfaftion to inform you the Shops are all open, and Peace and Tranquillity prevails through 
tl>c Town. 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) T. Naylor.” {a) 

To the Honourable W. Haftings, &c. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they (hould next produce 
a Letter to flicw the ftorming and Plunder of the Kella j in which it appears there 
was a Letter written by the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Haftings, and alfo another, which 
was to have been conveyed thro* Mr. Middleton to the Bow Begum, neitlier of which 
had been able to find. 

following Extra£l from the fame Book, and fan^e Confultatlon, beginning 
)f the fame. 

** To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 

•* I have been honoured with your Commands of the 8th and 14th inftant; and in Reply to the 
Firft, have to inform you, that having reprefented to the Nabob the improper Treatment which 
Dewanjee Punt met with from the Officers of Government at Allahabad, on his Way to you, drift 
Orders have been iflued to the Phougedarof that Province to prevent any Impediment or Molcfta- 
tion to him on his Return to the Dcckan ; and I alfo, in obedience to your Commands, fignified to 
the Nabob’s Minifters your Sentiments and Difapprobation of a Conduct which reflefted fo much 
Difgrace on his Excellency’s Government. Thor Reply was. That the Walking Duties, or Tax 
levied upon all Perfons coming to bathe at the Conflux of the Rivers Ganges and Jumma, has 
Jong been an eftablilhcd I'hing, and at prefent forms a confidcrablc Article of Revenue in the 
Tohud of the Farmer of Allahabad; that it (hall be their Care to prevent, as much as pofllbkr, 
any Abufc of this Privilege during the Remainder of the current Year, and at the Period of the 
new annual Settlement to abolifli it altogether, if it is your Wilh that it fhould not cxift. 

I had the Honour to addrefs you under Date the 13th inftant, inclofing you the Letter from 
his Excellency the Vizier, for which you inform me you are waiting, and acquainting you with 
the Meafurcs which had been taken here towaids accotuplifhing the Objeft of your Commands. I 
have hitherto withheld any farther Communication, in the Expeftation of fliortly being able to in- 
form you, with Certainty, what would be the Ifllic of our Proceedings; a Subjeft on which I have 
been extremely unwilling to touch, until I could do it on fuch Grounds as could not millead your 
Hopes or Expeftations : Until Yefterday the Bufinefs was in no Form that could enable me to pro- 
nounce, or even conjefture, what would be the Rcfult. 

‘‘ It very early appeared, that the Begum, with the Afliftance of her Cojahs, had difpofed of 
and fecreted her Wealth in luch a Manner as to elude almoft the Poffibility of obtaining PofTcITion 
of it by mere Force of Arms ; and whatever rigorous Meafurcs it might be proper for the Nabob 
ultimately to adopt, it feemed, at all Events, in the firft Inftantc highly expedient that we 
IhoulJ purfue the Courfc which promiicd, with the greateft Certainty, the Accomplilhmcnt of his 
Firft Objeft, in which the intcrefts of the Company, and your Defires, were too much Con- 
cerned for me to hcfitate a Moment in giving my Concurrence to a temporary Forbearance, which I 

had Realbn to believe was the moft advifcable, and, if it did not fucceed, could be attended in 
the llfuc with no worfc Eftcd than a few Days Delay in clofing the Bufinefs. 

Your Letter to the Begum, which I had the Honour to receive and forward to her Yefter- 
day, having deftroyed a Reliance, which, notwiihftanding the Part I have avowed and afted with 

relpcft to her, flic probably placed in the Support and Mediation of our Government, has given a 
very favourable 'Furn to the Bufinefs, and afforded me a Well-grounded Hope that in One or Two 
Days more 1 fliall be able to inform you of a fatisfaftory Conclufion of it. 

I have the Honour, &:c. &c. 

Fyzabad, Nath. Middleton, 

the 18th Januai y 1 782. Rd * at tkc Court of the Vizier.” (i) 

(j) Vide Appendix, N-* XXXVIll. (i) Vide Appendix^ ibid. 

Read, 
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Reaf l*^™!?*'** **•» ^ *'*>« *«*. «h« Shfe CDlMttllifion. 

beginning at Page 2^ of the fame. * 

« To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor general, &c. See. 

** Siff 

“ ^ furrendcr to the Nabob the Treafuits of his late Father 

the Naboo Sili^in ul 'D^fan, which (he had hitherto retained in her Pohedion. his Excellencv 
dcHred me to whhdri^ the Troops 'from 'the Kella, that the Begum rn'Sht return into it in 
order to deliver ow Treafdrewto this I conlented, as allb to the Re*deiivery to the Nabob of 
the Two 'Eunuchs Bhiir lahd Josrar Ally Cawn, without whofe 'Prcfencc and 'AtTiftance 'lioching 
could be eflWled, Ms 'they Wfere the 'only Agents employed by the Begum ‘in the feertting hha 
dcpofiting hi they bnJVtoUfly pledging theuifclvcs to be prefeiit, wheh called upon, to anfwtJr 
to the AOCUfetion tvhteh 1 have ihformed them wlis 'laid againtt them. In the mean while, tlife 
Begum has ddivered oVet her Chclah, Shumiheer Khan, m 6 was Phoofdar of Tanda when 
Captain 'Gbrdbn arrii^ thtre,-“i^ that I now 'hope 'thfe nrHofe Kufincis upon which 'I canfc 
here is in the tnoft favourable Traih. 

i hifVfethfe HbhoUr tbl*, ^c. &c. 

“ Payzabad, Nath. Middleton, 

the 20th January lyh. “ Ref at the Vizier's Court." 

** To the HbhburAle Warren Hailinga, Gifvfcrnbr General, &c. See. 

« Sir, 

« I had the Honour to addrefs you, under Date the a5th indant, acquainting you of thb 
Vizier’s having, from the Treafurc delivered up to him by Vhe fihoWe Begom, commenced oh 
the Payment of his Debt to the Honourable Company. I 'havfc noar tht Plcafei'c to infOrril 
you, that I arti this Day in PoffbllSon df a Sum equal to the Liquidation of his Bond fbl 
the Balance Of itByi hnd he further j^ves me Mopes, that he fhall be able Ihortiy to bCghl 
Payment of At ti Latikt due for the Balance of tiiS, of Which I fhall ih due 'Courlfe ^vb 
Information. 

“ I have the HonOUr to be, &c. 4 

Fayzabad, Nath. MiddletOh, 

the 27th January 1782. ** Ref at the Court of the Vizier.” {h) 

To prove Mr. Haftings's Difapprobadon of the Two Dayf of Negociatimi entered 
into by Mr. Middleton, 

Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Mr. Mid^leloh, dated 
a5th January 1782, from Book C, already delivered in. 

“ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Rcfident at Lucknow, 

“ Sir, 

“ I have received your Letters of the 31ft ultimo, the 3d, toth, and i8th indant. 

” The Satisfaction which I received on the firft Advice of your Succefs at Fyrabad, has beert 
greatly allayed by my Difappointment of its Effects. I am compelled to remind you of Ay In* 
Itruitions contained in my Letter of the 26tli December. They were the moft pofitive, that you 
were not to allow any Negotiation or Forbeanince, but profecutc both Services until the ^gums 
were at the entire Mercy of the Nabob, their jagheers in the quiet Poflellion of his Aumils, and 
their Wealth in fuch Charge as might fecurc it againlt private Lmbczzlcment. 

“ You began by Negociation, ^lich had the natural Efleft of exciting Relillancei and you now 
tell me, that without hefitating a Moment, you have given your Concurrence to a temporary 
Forbearance. It is poflible that in this repeated Oppofition to my Orders, you have ai^tuatzd • by ' 
fomc Neccifityi but this I can hardly fuppofe, as you have not even alluded to them) or afllgned 
Reafons for having deviated from them. « i* • 

“I Aall waitanxioufly for the Refultof your Proceedings-, after having, at thcearncft Solicita* 
don of (he Nabob in the Firft Inftance, and his Application to me for my Concurrence m the 
Second, agreed to his Rcfiimption of the Jagheers held by the Begums, and to me Connfcation 
of their Treafures, and thereby involved my own Name and the Credit of the Company in a 
Participation of both Meafures : I have a Right to require and infill on the complete Extoution 
of them, and I look to you for their Execution, declaring that I fhall hold you awountablc for 
it. if they fhall fail of the Ends propofed, after the Attainment of Ac Means whi^ the Du* 
million and Difperfion of their Forces, and Ac Pofleflion of the Kcllah, have afforded you lOf 
accomplifhing them beyond the apparent Poflibrlity of a Difappointment. , j 

“ I defirZ Aat you win exprefs thefc Sentiments to the Nabob, fo far as they relate ro hinii and' 
further, repeat the Advice contained in my Letter, which, with a Copy of it, I encioM. 

“ I am, 

** On the Ganges, 

near JadgHeefa, 

January afih 1782. , 


Sir, 


Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) “ Warren Haftings.' 


{a) Vide Appendix, N' XXXVIII. 
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; 5*0 ihcw the Relu£);ance with which the h&iiftef afted in thli Buiiheli, ’ 

Read, the following Extrafl from Book 105, already delivtted in. * ■' / ■ 

“8. Enclofurcs from Ally Ibrahim Khan. . 

• ' . * - I „ ' * . 

*' Received’ 18th January 1782. 

** N* I. Copy of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khan to Ally Ibrahim Kharu ‘ ’’ 

“ Your affcfiionate Letter arrived at Fyzabad Palace on the a4th Mohurt^ a you wrote that 
at the Time of taking leave of his Highnefs, after what had paffed concerning the Settlement of 
Affairs, and the Permanency of the Frofperity of his Highnefs, and of the Company’s WelU 
wilhers, it occurred to your Mind, that good Order would fpcedily affume Form from his 
Highnefs, and from the Nawab Huflcn Reza Khan, and from me, but that as yet fevcral Affairs 
were not come to Light ; that it was incumbent I fhould perform them-with Expedition; otherwife 
that there would be Caufc for my being fpoken againft, and my Engagements obtain no Credit. My 
Friend, I became greatly aftonilhed and affedted on underftanding thefe things, bccaufc the Nawab 
Huflcn Raza Khan and myfclf knew the bettering of ourfelvcs to be dependant on the good Order 
of the Affairs of his Highnefs’s Sircar, and of the Company’s, and from the Time of my coming 
here, I knew not that any Affair has been delayed, and I have executed whatever came to my 
Underftanding as appertaining to Loyalty to his Highnefs’s Sircar, and to the Company’s Sircar, 
which in Truth are one and the fame, and alfo whatever Mr. Middleton commanded. However 
in Tome Matters, which have not been yet treated of, perceiving the Profperity of his Highnefs’s 
Affairs, and good Will to the Company’s Sircar therein, I came to Fyzabad with a Determination 
concerning them, and to the utmoll of my Power have laboured in forwarding them ; no Manner 
of Negled has or fhall take Place. But, in the Performance of feveral beneficial Ope/ations, the 
whole Court has become adverfe to me i yet not giving any Confidcration thereto, I reflgn myfclf 
the Service of his Highnefs and of the Company ; s^atever.Mr. Middleton commands becomes 
^*^med. Notwithftanding thefe Occurrences, of which Intelligence has undoubtedly reached 
youT^St have you written in a friendly Manner to fuch a Purpofe ; it has produced tbe Thought, 
that fome Matter muft have been negicded, which I or Mr. Middleton have not recollcdfcd} there- 
fore, acknowledging the Errors to which Human Nature is fubjeft, I requeft Information what 
Bufincfs it is, of which you lay, feveral Matters have not been performed : If you will write parti- 
cularly I will exert myfclf therein to the Utnaoft of my Power, in as much as I am ndt wanting to 
Submilfion and Obedience. Write to me fpcedily a detailed Anfwcr, for I labdar under much 
Difquict and Anxiety 5 I cannot become convinced without Information. As I am perfcdly certain 
. that nothing of Mr. Middleton’s Commands, have with my Knowledge been negleiftcd, therefore 
fufpciitingmyfelf offovc Error, I have requefted Information as to what you wrote, that I fhould 
make haftc in the Affairs and give Information, and fo on Occafion it would be remembered. “ You 
may underftand my Condud from others, that Night and Day I am employed on the Affairs of 
his Highnefs’s and the Company’s Sircars, and with perfedf Content of Mind. You may, on Occa- 
fion, recal it to Remembrance, that as far as I am able, I neither have nor (hall fail in the Bufinel's 
of both Sircars, which are as one and the fame, and that confidering the Favour of God, and the 
Kiiidncfs of Mr. Haftings, Governor General, and turning not alide, I will exert myfclf from my 
Soul, in whatever may promote the Interefts of both Sircars.” 

“ N’ 2. Copy of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khan to Ally Ibrahim Khan. 

“ From the Time that your friendly Letter arrived, containing this, that fomc of the Matters 
which were treated of for the Benefit of the Sircars of his Hi^nefs and of the Company, were 
not yet performed, my He.irt has fuffered great Difquietude. From the Time of my coming here 
I have exerted myfelf in thole Matters, and I know my Profperitv to be in the good Order of 
the Affairs of his Highnefs and of the Company ; and Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfpn arc ap- 
pointed here, and whatever has occurred to me for the Benefit of both Sircars, I h^ve reprefented 
to both Gentlemen, and, imploring their Affiftance, I employ myfelf in the Performance thereof. 
In getting Poffcffion of the Jagheers of his Highnefs’s Relations, there have been great Difficul- 
ties} but, viewing the Service of his Highnefs, I have not attended to the Difeontent of any one; 
and Mr. Middleton, in Conformity to Mr. Haftings’s Direftions, gives me his Affiftance ; I adf as 
he commands. From that Period the Nobles of his Highnefs’s Sircar arc hoftile to my Life. 
This Matter is not concealed', it is publick. Confidering God’s Grace, and the Favours of the 
Governor, I am not wanting in Service. Having determined on an Undertaking not yet coiivnu- 
nicated, which 1 know to be for the Service of his Highnefs and of the Company, I am corneas 
far as Fyzabad. If it be executed conformably to my Reprefentation, you will know it when 
completed. Here my Loyalty has made fuch Enemies } and if I be in your Parts fufpefted of 
Negligence and Lazinefs, do me the Jufticcto conceive how great would be my Difqokt“^^- 
However, I truft that my Efforts and good Wilhes are not in vain } the Nawab Governor Gene- 
ral is juft and penetrating. He will afford fomc Comfort, and take me by the Hand. . I am fur- 
prilicd that, notwithftanding thefe Circumftances, of which you muft have had daily Intelligence, 
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« Vcrfe. Mf Ejr^ m M « Mill, and Tean as the Grain. 

“ I do n^.confider fuch Words from my Proteaor in a finall Light. Having underftood the 
Caufe ttereof, write me in Detail, that my Alarms may be removed. 

“ Ycfterday I affeftionatc Letters • in Anfwer to your friendly Fpiftle, I trouble * SkinOilgv 

you again, from the Diftrefs of my Mind, at undeiftanding thofc Circumftanccs. Write a (petdy 
Anfwer, aim write, m Detail to me, whatever may be commanded and obferved concerning me. 

It IS of no Importance to write in Detail the Commands on other Bufincfs." 

To prove, that Hyder Beg Cawn had rendered himfclf odious and dctcftable, by 
becoming Mr Haftings's Agent and Inftrument in the Execution of the Meafurcs l e- 
fpe^ng the Begums, 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, dated 
iith Febmary 178a, from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book B. already delivered in. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. ficc. &c. 


Sir, 


“ Inclofed I have the Honour to forward you Addrefles from his Excellency the Vizier and 
his Miniltcrs. In Juftice to the latter, it is incumbent upon me to inform you, that during the 
Progrefs of the Buunefs at Fayzabad, I received from them the molt willing and zealous Support ; 
and that to their Exertions I conflder myielf greatly indebted for the complete Succefs which 
attended that {Bufinefs, as well as for the Fruits of it being folcly applied to the Liquidation of the 
Nabob’s Debt, to the Honourable Company. 

** Under thele Circumitances it would afford me great Satisfaction, and, I conceive, tend^ 

f romote the publick Service, were they honoured with fomc Teftimony of your Approbatioma^ 
avour, which would be particularly acceptable to them at this Period, as their Condu^lmthe 
Tranfaftiohs at Fayzabad, and in the Kefumption of the Jagheers, has excited thp#mveteratc 
Rcfcntment of the Begums, and many Perfons of the firft Confequence about the Court, whofe In- 
tereds have been affedted by the latter Meafure, and created a more painful Combination againll 
them than they have ever before had to oppofe. 

“ In Ihort, Sir, they arc confidered not only by this Party, but by the Nabob himfelf, as the 
DependaAts of the Englilh Government which they certainly are, and it is by its declared and 
moft obvious Support alone that they can maintain the Authority and Influence which is indif- 
penfibly nccelfary, to enable them to difeharge the Truft repofed in them, either with Credit to 
themfelves, or Advantage to the Publick. 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, with great Refpeft, 

Sir, 

“ Lucknow, the 1 ith Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

February 1782. fSigned) Nath. Middleton.’’ 

To prove that Mr. Haftings rewarded the Minifters, by fending them the Khelaats, 
or Robes of Honour, 

Read, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to the 
Governor General, dated 12th May 1782, 

“ To the Honoutable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. See, See. 

" Having in Obedience to your Commands prepared, and in your Behalf inverted the Minifters 
with the Khelats you confented to bellow upon them as a Token of your Frotcftion, I have now 
the Honour to forward you their Acknowledgmcnu on that Occafion. And am, with the molt 
profound RefpeCt, 

“ Sir, 

tt Tucknnw Tour moft obedient, and 

the 1 2th Mav 1182 humble Servant, 

tncizth May 178a. • Nath. Middleton.” 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the 25th 

January 1782, already delivered in at the Bar (a). 

U Dear Sir Eliiah Fayzabad, the z^th January i 

” I have the SatiJfaaion to inform you, that we have Le^S'*? ^irMoneT^i^whicb 
of our Expedition to this Place, as to commence on the Receipt of Money, of which, in 


Courfi^ 


(») Vide fupra, Page 65$, 


'( )) 

Courfe of this Day,.we‘luv&.Mt.4^Mt-iSHC i<Acki. IilinDW tMt'.g^wfiatrAnioMnt'W 
realize, buc I think I may farclysventure to pronounce itwiH'.be to >die (Lii^tiAitiOn nMT tM 

Company's Balance. It has been at o<Ke'tM <iri&(l.iai|>prtnnt wd.tw taoftsdtffidih iioiM'ijf Duty 
which has ever occurred in my ‘Oftce, end the AnNietyt the .Hopes rsad Fora, wrbidifMve dlter> 
naccly agitated my Mind, cannot be deferibed or conceived but rby thofenrho'havc been 
to wliat has palTed in tlK Courre of this long Cooteft. The B&niueib have fopported iiie rfobly 
thr(iUghout the Burinefs, and dclervc naucb Comoaendatioii t without thoftirewdl^feerntneHt, 'MU 
Knowledge of the Finefle and Trtcka of the Country, which Hyder Bctt Cawn pofienes, J'bdie^ 
we fbould have fucceeded buc indifferently.} for I ibqn found that no notd'iAdvantagtfwat'tobeob* 
tained by proceeding at once to violent Extremities with the Begum, and that (he was only to be 
attacked through the Medium of her confidential Servants, who it rebuked confiderafble Addrefs 
to get hold of i however, we at Ull effefted it, and, by ofing Ibme few ^veritin with them, we at 
Length came at the (ecret Hoards of this old Lady. I will write you mor^ Farticulars hereafter. . 

“ I am forty to inform you my little Boy ftill continues in a very precarious Way, thoi^h fome* 
what better than when I had lad ithc' Honour to addriiis you. i ' 

** My liefpeiiU.to Lady Impey i and believe me with great Rtjgard, 

My dear Sir Elijah, 

“ Sit .£. Impey. Your faithful,; obliged, and 

moft aficAionate humble Servant, 
Nathaniel Middleton.” 


Then the foHowing Letter from Wfr.^K^ddleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated ayth 
January 1782, was delivered in, and read as fcdlows: 

“ My dear Sir Elijah, F.iyzBbad,'27th January 1782. 

“ I had the Plcafiirc to inform you Yefterday of my having commenced, oh the Receipt Of 
^O ney j this is only to tell you, that we have gone on receiving ever fince without any material 
^Htt^inKnc } and if are continue with the fame Succefs To-morrow, I flatter myfclf the great Ot^edb 
of oRl^iend will be folly accomplifhed, and I fhall return to Lucknow very well fatis^ with tht 
Expem%a In the worft Event that can now happen, it cannot be a bad Bufincls for the d)iar 
pany. ^ 

“ My Refpeas to Lady Impey t and believe me, with true Attachment, 

My dear Sir, 

Your faithful and affe^ionatc humble Servant, 

. ,, Middleton.** 

My little Boy nill continues in a precarious Way.” 

Then a Letter, from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated Fayzabad, the 
27th January 178a, was delivered in, and hn Extraft from the fame was read, as 
follows { 

“ We have tnsde a confidcrable Progrefs in our Receipts here*, having already realized enough 
for the Liquidation ot the Nabob’s firu Bond to the Company, and in Hopes ot getting fufficient 
to ny off alfo the fecond, which is only Twelve Lacks. In fliort, my dear Sir, the Bufinefs has 
anfwercd the Expeftations I told you, at Lucknow, I entertained of it, and cannot fail to give a 
confidcrable Help to the Company’s Finances, at a Time they fo much want it. 

“ My Accounts from my Family at Lucknow are ibmewhat more favourable then they were, 
but not (uch as to remove my Apprehenfions about the Child. I beg my Refpedls td Lady Im- 
pey i and remain, with unfeigned Regard, 

“ My dear Sir Elijah, 

** Fayzabad, the 27th January 1782. your faithful, obliged, and 

.. o- ri" L r ^ moft affcaionate Friend, 

Sir Elijah Impey. Nath, Middleton.” 


Then a Letter, from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the rth ^‘ebniary 

1782, was delivered in, and read, as follows t 


My dear Sir Elijah, 


Lucknow, the 5th February 178a. 


^if"' »>>ppy in being 
affording lo fcalonable a Relief to the Exigencies of Government. This is all I have, at prefent, - 
1 ime (o trouble you with, pit Bu(ine£ \ but lhall write you again in a Day or Two 1 ' 

(“ I have the Satitf^ion to aq^uaint you, that my Hide Boy is much better, than when I laft 
wrote you i but ftiB fo weak. «nd recovering fo flowly, that an immediate Change of Air is 
Ikongly cccommcndcd, and, pc^hap^ is the only Exptdiem that can promife to ftve hU Life: 

5 Mrs. 
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t Mrs. Middlcton^wiU, therefore, fct out with him in a few Days, accompanied by Cjtor's Fa- 
t for Dacca, and from thence, if the Scalbii will permit, (he will proceed to Chitt^gona, 

t This Mcafure, I am forry to fay, is almoft as neceffary for her as the Child ; for what witU 
i Grief and Anxiety for him during his long Indilpolition, and the ElTeils of a violent Cold, 

‘ which Ihc caught foon after you left us, her Health is very much impaired, and would, 1 
t apprehend, not eafily be reftored at Lucknow. 

“ I am very anxious to accompany her, or at lead to follow her ftxjn ; and, for that Purpofb, 

< requefted, through Mrs. Haftings, fomc I'imc ago, the Governor’s Leave of Ablence ; but he 
‘ had left her, and proceeded, by Dank, to the Prefldcncy, before my Letter reached her, fo that 
‘ I am difappoimed, arid snuft now, my dear Sir, entreat of you this friendly Office. 

1 (hall not avail myfclf of the Indulgence I folicit, until all the Governor’s Orders are exe- 
‘ cuted, and the Bufinefs of my Office put in fuch a Train, as to run not the liiullell Kilk of 
‘ being^mpeded by niy Abfcncc. 1 he fooner you can favour me with the Governor’s Leave, 
‘ the greater I (hall confider the Obligation. Mrs. Middleton joins me in bell Rcfpcdls to yoU 
‘ and Lady Impey; and I remain, with great Regard, 

My dear Sir Elijali, 
your faitlilul, obliged, and 
moll alVeclionate Servant, 

Nath. Middleton.”) 


Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the i2ih June 1783, beginning 
It Page 240 of the fame. 


1 1 Sir, 

“ I have had this Day the Honour to receive your Commaiuls of the ifih ultimo, and am ex- 
tremely concerned that the Mode ot coiuloaing tite Fayzabad BulincK as Ut torili in my Ad^ 
drefs ot the i8th January, did not meet your cntne Approbation. I'eiiuit me to aflurc 
it is with the greateft Keluftance I ever venture to deviate from the cxprcF l.etor of yo^^n- 
llrudionsi and I c.annot accufe myfelf of having done it on any Occalion, where it dU^TOt ap- 
pear to my Judgment that the Objea and Spine of them rcndcied it advileable, and that the ap- 
parent Neceflity would juttify fuch Latitude. ,„„n. 

» In the prefent Inftancc, it was more in Appearance and ExprelTion than in I aif, that any Ue- 
viation was Lde from your Orders of the a6th December; for although I w.as conftrained Irom 
mv ftria; Regard to the Accomplilhment ot what I conlidcrcd the hull Oojecd ot tins Undt-r- 
takin<r, to .idmit of a tempor.iry Forbearance, tor the Ilealoiis aliigiied in my Addrcis ot the i8th 
ultimo, the Begums were at that Time to be confidcred entire y at the Mercy ot the Nab^b, 
tlnir Jaeheers were in the Fon'elllon of his Aumils, their 7 roops di peiled, and the Ktll.-» ot f ay- 
z.ibad,*^ wbiJi included alfo the Bhow Begum’s own Habitation, under the Guard ot hb Lxcclltn- 

» Tt^^remarnedTnly to get PolTeaion of her Wealth ; and. to efFed this, it was tlien, and is (jill, 
my firm ancLunalterable Opinion, that it was indilpeidably needhary to emp^ temponzn g Ex- 
pedients and to work upon the Hopes and f e..rs ot the Begum herfelt, and ni..re elpccia ly 
iimn thofe of her prinapal Agent,, through whofe Means alone tlnrc appcaretl any probable 
Chance of our netting A^fs to the hidden Trealurcs ot the late Vizier ; and when I at quaint 
vou that bv far^the greateft Part of the Trealure which has been delivered to me Nabob was 
! I . ( nnJ thf mnft fecret RecelFcs in the Houfes ot the I wo I'.unuclis, whence ot touilc it 

' u In cvfrafted without the Adoption of ihofe Means which could induce the Dil- 

could not have been I did. I mult .dlo ul.leive, tint no turther 

covery, I lhali hope for your App o a Pcniile, in ihis ('ouniry, to whom 

w? ii. <».iy i .i», co„i,i ..... ,1,. z.. 

there can be no Ac addrels a Parent, and ot courle coii.d ule no Language 

Traitor to our Caufe: her Porr,^and tlic outward Walls of 

Begum were driven away and ‘.f ^ ^1^^^ Nabob’s Ue.piifnion. and her chief Agents 

her Houle, Itized, and (xcupiet y P ’ I ^ Situation they ft.ll remain, 

impriioned and put in Irons. tp,. ir,„r) until the final Liquidation of the 

and are to ““'"V' <"“§2 it proptt, no f.lWil.' «.■>'» of O"""' 1" "'3 ^and.. 

rais'd t cli/an o “IX’ 

^rgum. j Honour to be, &r. &c. 

“ Lucknow, Middleton, 

the 5th February 1782. Refidcnt at the Court of ihe Viikr.” 


“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 


10 .A 


To 



( ) 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 

“ Sir, 

‘‘ I had the Honour to addrefs you Yefterday ; and this Morning I was favoured with your 
Commands of the 27th ultimo. 

“ You arc already apprized, by my Addrefs of Yefterday, and my preceding Letters, of the 
promifed Iftuc of the Bufinefs at Fayzabad, as well as of the State in which I lent it j both which 
I hope will be fatisfaftory, as they feem to leave the Matter in that State of Sufpcnfc which you 
wilh it to remain, until the Board or yourfelf Ihould have been advifed of the Amount of the 
Treafure recovered from the Begums, and fignified your further Plcafure. 

“ The Nabob has concluded no Settlement whatever with the Begums, but left Fayzabad fome 
Hours before me, without taking Leave of them, upon their Agents having agreed to complete 
the 55 Lacks, which appeared due to the Company upon the clofing of my Accounts for the laft 
Year, and the Begums declaring that this was the Extent of all their Poffcfllons, including down 
to their T able Utcniils, which they have, and arc dill delivering, and no Proof has yet been ob- 
tained of their having more. I (hall, as you clircdl, ufc my Influence to difluade his Excellency 
from concluding any Settlement until I have your further Commands. 

/ “ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

“ Lucknow, ^ Nath. Middleton, 

the 6th Febiuaiy 1782. Refident at the Court of the Vizier,” (j) 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N‘ XXXVJII. 
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Die JoviSy 22 ® Maij 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe rcfumed, the ufaal Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they niight proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 


Then it Was moved that CHARLES PURLING Efquirc might be called in, and 
being called in, he was examined as follows : 

Lord.) Did nOt the Nabob of Oude write a Letter to you in 1780^ in which he 
that he had retrenched his Expenccs to a very confiderablc Amount f 

A. I do not rccollcft 4 ny particular Letter, 

Do you know whether the Nabob, in point of Faft, retrenched his pctforlal Expcnccs to any, 
and what Amount, in the Year 1780? 

A. At the Time the Nabob reprefented his Diftrefles, I heard at Icaft he had made many Re- 
trenchments in his Expenses, bdt I do not kho^ to what Amoiint; 

From what you know of the Manners and Ideas of the Sovereign Prineds in that Country, 
would they not, with great Reludlailce, fubniit to rctt-cnch their Expcnccs ? 

A. I think that the Nabob of Oude would be reduced to much Diftrefs before he would retrench 
his Expcnccs. 

Do you fuppofc, that if the Nabob had had any other Means of paying the Debt to the Com- 
pany, that he would have taXed the Jaghires of his Family ? 

A. I do not imagine he would •, but he did not in my Time; though he gave the Tuncaws, no 
Collections were made upon the Jaghires of his Family, 

Q. Whether the Tuncaws that you fpcak of, were given upon all ihc Jaghires ? 

A. Upon all the Jaghires, including the Family of the Nabob. 

Q. Whether ihofe Tuncaws, if they had been paid, multhave been paid out of the Tuncaws 
adigned upon thofe Jaghires ? 

A. There were Tuncaws aOlgncd upon the Jaghires of the Ikgums, as well as the other Princi- 
palities of Oude, but no Colleftions were made upon the Jaghires ut the Nabob’s Family. 

Q: You fay no Part of the Payment was made out of tholl* Tunraws alfigned upon the Jagliircs 
of the Nabob’s Family, 

A. No. 


Q. None of the Tuncaws made upon thofe Taghire.s were in point of Pad paid ? 

A. No Colledlion had been made upon the Jaghires ot the Nabob’-, Paniily. 

0 ^ Why were no Colledions made upon thofe Tuncaws 
A, Bccaufc the Begums would not pay them. 

Are there any Laws that you know of in Indodan refpedmg fiiul Obedience; ilo they make it 
a Part of the Law of the Country, in any Manner yi.u know of? 

A. 1 believe it is no more the Law ot the Country than it is in ibi-j Nation ; it is the I Jiage. 

0 :. But according to the Ufage of the Country, is it Part of ihe Morality of the Country ? 

A. Mod undoubtedly. 

Q; Is it praftifed religioufly ? 

A. As much as in any other Country. 

Q. At what Time did you refidc there 

A. One Year, from November 1779 November 1780. 

During 
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During that Time, was there any Thing you obfcrved in the ConduA of the Begums indi* 
cative of DilafTcdion to the Englilh Government? 

A. Never. 

Did not the Begums always exprefs to you, that their greateft Reliance was upon the Englilh 
Government, againll the Nabob and his Miniftcrs 

A. I do not kfi'iW that they ever told me fo, or faid any Words to that EfFeft ; but they would 
certainly apply, it they thought themfclves opprefled by the Nabob, either to the Refident, or to 
the Englilh Government tor their Interference. 

From the general Condudf of the Begums, arc you not of Opinion they did place this Con- 
fidence in the Britifli (jovcrnmenc ? 

A. T hey did make Applications at different Times. 

Siippofing they would be redreffed in confequence of thofc Applications? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have Did there are Books of Records in India which you call Letter Books whether 
you did not enter the Treaties delivered to you by the Nabob’s Miniffer in them ?— The Milt 
Treaty is that fhoicd by Mr. Briftow to the Elder Begum. — The Second, that figned by Mr. 
Middleton to the Bow Begum. According to the Couilc of keeping the Letter Books you 
alluded to, and which you called a Record, ought not thofe treaties to have made a Part of 
tholt: Books ? 

A. If thofe Treaties had been completed, they would undoubtedly have been fent to the Eng- 
Ji(h Government at Calcutta, of Courfc they would have been entered upon the Letter Book. 

The Queffion is. Whether the Treaties in the State in wi.ich they were, ought, accord- 
ing Courfe of keeping that Letter Book as a Record, to have made a Part of it ? 

A. U^)fe Agreements between the Begums and the Nabob had been completed, they would 
have been fent to the Britifli Government, and of Courfc they would have been enteied upoh the 
Letter Rook. 

Q. But as they were ? 

A. I have underftood from Mr. Middleton’s Evidence they were not completed •, but I took 
them as complete Engagements. 

According to your Acceptation of them, they ought to have made a Part of the r.e tcT 
Boole v but fuppoling them to be what Mr. Middleton’s Evidence reprefents, they would not have 
been upon the Letter Book ? 

A. 1 licy would not have been upon the Letter Book : 7 ’bat is the Diftindion. 

You were ordered to rcfign all your Papers to Mr, Middleton ; arc all of them upon 
Record, or arc any of them, to your Knowledge, lupprefled ? 

A. You fpcak of my i ime ? 

Q. Yes ? 

A. I do not know that any One Paper, during my Time, is rupprefled : I believe that the Whole 
of my Corielpoiidence is now at Lucknow: At leail I do not know any Thing to the cont.ary. 

Whether you ever faw, upon Record, the Treaty concluded by Mr. Middleton in Fe- 
bruary 1779. 

A. I do not know what Treaty is alluded to. I have not fecn any Treaty upon Record. 

0,1 mean the Treaty with the Bow Begum, under the Signature of Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I never have fecn it, 

Q. Recoiled:, whetlier you know any Thing of the Treaty alluded to, of Odober I 77 ®> between 
Mr. Middleton and the Bow Bf*gum ? ^ 

A, I do not recoiled any Fhing of the Kind; if the Purport was told me, I might recollect 
Something of it. 

Then n Paper was fliewn to the Witnefs, and the following Queftlon put to him ; 

Q. Have you looUccl at that Inftrumcnt? 

A. Yes. 

Do you remember any Thing of the Tranfadion ? 

A. I do not lecollcd any Thing ot that Treaty. 

Q. What was the Cuffom of your Office, while you was Refident, upon the Receipt of an/ 
Peifian CorieTondcnce in any Matter of Conicqucnce ? 

A, It IS a Cullom throughout the Country, and throughout the Service, that any Letters of 
Pei ban Coi refpondence which is received, that it (hall be ncctflary to tranfmit to Government, 

8 ... , 
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put under Cover in a Letter from yourfclf, and you put the Contents of it 
tranflatid, in your own Letter Book. 


after the Letter is 


a You have Lid, after inclofing it it is the Praflice to put the Contents generally in your 
own Letter Book ; whether the invariable Cuftom was to place a Tranflation, or the Pcrfian Ori- 
ginal, in it r 

A. An Englilh Tranflation. 


Whether in any inaance you ever caufed an original Paper to be copied and left in Pcrfian 
in the Office ? 

A, Not a Pcrfian Paper ever in the Letter Book j the Moonfhy, who is a native Trannator, kept 
Copies of the Perfian Papers. ^ 

The Moonlhy is one of the Servants of the Office ? 

A. Yes, one of the Servants of the Office. 


It was his Bufinefs to keep a Copy of the Perfian ? 
A. Yes, of the Perfian. 


And the Englilh RefidenPs Bufinefs was to keep the Enelifli Tranflation > 
A. Yes. 


(Crofs examined.) Whether you yoiirfelf ever kept any private Copies, or Letter Book for your 
own private Ufe? 

A. Copies of piiblick Letters. 

Did you keep Copies of the Correfpondence while you was Rcfidcnt ? 

A. I kept certainly Copies of publick Letters lent. 

But of Letters received ? 

A. Never, — I did not. 

What is it that you fay you never kept a Copy of? 

A. Ot publick Letters received I never kept a Copy. — I kept the original Letters in 
Poflefion. 


Did you keep a Letter Book for your own private Ufe, of any Part of the Correfpondence 
in the Office ^ 

A. Never; I never kept a private Letter Book of publick Papers. 

^ The Queftion was whether you kept any Copies of publick l.ctters for your own private 
Tile ; do you fay you never did keep any Letter Book for your own private Ufe, which contained 
any Tranflation of publick Corrclpondcnce 

A. Never; I have not. 

Whether the Copies of the Letters received, and the Inclofurcs fo received, were kept in 
clifferent Books ? 

A. I have laid I kept no Copies of Letters received ; I kept the Letters thernfclves, the original 
Letters I received either from the Board, or any Individual with whom I had publick Tranfaflions, 
and of Courfe the Enclofures were depolited with the Letters. 

CX I underftood you that the Pra(5lice of your Office w.is to keep the Original of nil Letters re- 
ceived, the Letters themfelves and the Hnclokires ; and that of thofc Letters you kept no Copy 
either in the Office or in private ? 

A. No. 

Q^. Then if it was neceflary to tranfmit the Subflance or Contents of publick Letters to Cal- 
cutta, whether the Originals were fent, or Copies of them ? 

A. I beg leave to correft myfclf with rel'pcek to the Pcrfian Correfpondence ; if I had Occafion to 
mention any Tranfaftion to the Board of Perfian Correfpondence, or Letters received from Indi- 
viduals, of Courfe I entered them in my Letter Book. 

As Part of what you wrote ? 

A. As Enclofurcs. 

When you received Letters in the Courfe of your official Duty as Refident, and had Occa- 
fion to tranfmit them to Calcutta; did you tranfmit the Originals, or only Copies ? 

A. The Originals were depofiied in the Office, and Copies lent to the Board with fomc Attefta- 
tions. 

I would wiflr to know of the Witnefs whether you yourfclf ever was at Fyzabad, after you was 
appointed Refident ? 

A. I was at Fyzabad once in my Way to Lucknow, to take Charge of my Office. 

Had you any Conference at that Time, or any fublctjucnt Time, with the Begums them- 
fclvcs ? 

A, My Vifit was merely complimentary, I had none but a complimentary Conference. 

10 B Was 
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Was any other Application made to you, while you were Refident^ upon any other Occafioo 
than that you have mentioned refpefting the Jaghires ? 

A. I do not rccollcft any other Application. 

rhen arc we to underftand that was the only official Tranfailion, which gave you an Op- 
portunity of difeovering the Sentiments entertained by the Begums, while you was Resident, towards 
iJic Englifli ? 

A. I do not know how to anfwer that Queftion diftinftly, but I underftood from their having ap- 
plied to Mr. Middleton, and having got Treaties and other Circumftanccs, that they had courted the 
IVfKcdlion of the tnglifli* 

Thofc were Tranfaftions antecedent, and not during your Time ? 

A. Yes. 

0^ Whether it was not the Praflicc of the Office, when any Treaty was made with the Country 
Powers, in the firil Place, that an Office Copy fliould be kept, then, that it fhould be numbered, 
and left in the Office, and the Original tranfmitted to Calcutta ? 

A. If the Ticaty was of that Confcquencc, as to require a Ratification of Government, of courfc 
I fhould fend the Original to Calcutta ; if to be ratified by the Refident, he certainly would keep 
the Original in his own Office, and fend off a Copy of it to the Government of Calcutta. 

Do you remember the Inftruments delivered to you by the Nabob 

A. I have already faid, when they were delivered to me, I took them for good Engagements j I 
grounded my own Conduil upon them ; that is, I fent a Copy of them to the Governor General and 
Council at Calcutta. 

Do you know the Number of the Nabob’s Cavalry, during the Time you was there? 

A. No, indeed 1 do not. 

Do you know nearly ? 

No, I cannot pofiibly tell. 

Q^Do you rccollcft any Drought happening in the Country, while you rcfided there ? 

AT^S^^rc were conftant Complaints of it the whole Year 1 was at Lucknowj I do not believe we 
had Three Days Rain. 

Was that a remarkable Seafon ? 

A. A very remarkable Seafon. 

So that there was a great natural Drought that Year ? 

A. Yes, very much fo. 

Die! the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, ever blame you for having afted upon 
thole as cxilting Treaties ? 

A. I have already faid, they did not. 

The Witnefs was direded to withdraw. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would now proceed 
to feme written Evidence relative to the Seizing of the Treafures of the Begums, and 
the confequent Cruelties. 

Read, from Book 82, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the i2th of June 17S3, beginning at Page 252 of the fame Book. 

“To the Flonourable Warren Ilaftings, Governor General, &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ I had the Honour to addrefs you under Date the 6th inflant, informing you of the State 
in which I had left the Bufinefs at Fayzabad, and the Hopes 1 entertained of a fpeedy Com- 
pletion of it ■, permit me now to acquaint you, that, of the remaining Balance engaged to be 
made good by the 'Fwo Eunuchs Bahr and Jowar Aliy Cawn, I have this Day had Advice of 
the Receipt of between Five and Six Lacks, which is now on the Way to Lucknow, and the 
Uclidue I have every Rcafon to believe will be realized before this Letter reaches your Hands : 
So that I have now to repeat my Requefi, that I may as foon as poffiblc be honoured with 
your final Commands rclpcfting the Conduft it is your Wifh Ihould be purfued with the 
Ikgum and her Eunuchs. 

“ I’hc Services of Major Naylor’s Regiment being required to the Eaftward of the River 
Gogra, as well to fupport the Authority of the Nabob's Government in that Quarter, as to be 
ready to join in the Plan of Operations which may be determined on, in Obedience to your 
Commands, againft Futty Saw, I have lent One Battalion of Major Gilpin’s Regiment to re- 
lieve Major Naylor at Fayzabad j which I hope you will approve. 

6 I 
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« I have the Pl^alurc to inform you, that the 8th Regiment, which I left to efcort the 
Trcjf^rc from Fay za bad, arrived this Day, and fafely delivered its Charge. Upon iis Ai rival, 

I immediately diipatchcd to Colonel Muir the Sum rcquifite for the Payment of the Arrears 
due to his l^tachrnentj I am now forwarding to Colonels Morgan and Sir John Cummin'^, 
the Amount for which they have called upon me, after which I fhall lolc not a Moment in 
remitting the Rcfiduc to the Prcfidcncy. 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Nath. Middleton, 

the 8th February 1783 ReP at the Court of the Vizier.” (a) • s.cm 

Read, alfo, the following Extract fioin the faoie Book, and fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 256 of the lame Book. 

“To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, See. 

“ Sir, 

“ Inclofcd I have the Honour to forward your Addrefles from his Excellency the Vizier and his 
Minifters. 

“ In Juftice to the latter, it is incumbent upon me to inform you, that during the Proarefs of 
the Bufinefs at Fyzabad, I received from them the moft willing and zealous Support; and *that to 
their Exertions I confidermyldf greatly indebted for the complete Succd's which attended that Bu- 
finefs, as well as for the Fruits of it being folcly applied to the Liquidation of the Nabob’s Debts 
to the Honourable Company. 

“ Under thefc Circumftances, it would afford me great Satisfaclion, and, I conceive, tend to 
promote the publick Service, were they honoured withfome Tclbmony of your Approbation and 
Favour, which would be particularly acceptable to them at this Period, as their Conduft in tlie k 
Tranfaftions at Fyzabad, and in the Refumption of the Jagheers, has excited the inveterate 
fentirient of the Begum, and many Perfons of the firft Conlequcnce about the Court, whofe 
terells have been affedted by the latter Meafure, and created a far more powerful Combiiyffm 
againll them, than they have ever before had to oppofe. In lliort, Sir, they arc confid^n^ not 
only by this Party, but by the Nabob himfelf, as the aftual Dependants of the Kngliil 1 ?Uovcin- 
ment; which they certainly are, and it is by its declared and mod obvious Support alone, that they 
can maintain the Authority and Influence, which is indilpenfably ncreflary to enable tliem to 
difeharge the Truft repofed in them, cither with Credit to thcmfelvcs or Advantage to the 
Publick. 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) “ Nath. Middleton, 

the nth P'ebruary 1782. Kef* at the Vizier’s Court.” (^) 

Read, from Book 120, already delivered in, the following Letter, from the Gover- 
nor General to the Vizier, dated 15th February 1782. 

“ To the Vizier. Written 15th February 1782. 

6. “ I have received a Letter from Mr. Middleton, reprefenting to me the Oppofiiion which is 
threatened by the Begum to your Authority, in the Refumption of her Jaghcer, and the Proba- 
bility of the other Jagheerdars taking the, Alarm, and, leparanly or collcLfivcIy, attempting 
Refiftance. — Bclides thefe Apprehenfions, a dangerous Spirit of Difeontent and Rebellion, firit 
excited by the Machinations of Cheyt Sing, cxilts, as Mr. Mitldleton informs me, amongft your 
Subjefts. Under thefe Appearances of the Want of Obedience and due Refpecl to yr^ur Govern- 
n'lenr, I cannot but feel great Anxiety for the Safety and Tranquillity of your Country, as well as 
for the Maintenance of your Authority and Dignity. — Should any Adh of Violence and Refift- 
ance follow thefe Appearances, it is to be feared that a foreign Enemy might be tempted by 
them to invade your Dominions : To obviate the Calamities of fuch a Situation, it appears to 
me indifpenfablc, that the Malcontents ihould be prevented from becoming foimidablc, by an 
immediate Application of fuch a Force as may quell, at once, any Attempts that can be made by 
the difafFcdled, however numerous or united.— For this Purpofe, I have (jiredfed Colonel Mor- 
gan to fend a ftrong Detachment of Infantry and Artillery to Lucknow, with Orders to aft 
as your Excellency iLll diredl, for the internal Security of your Country, and Support of your 
Authority. 

“ This Detachment you will underftand to be no Part of the Briaade on conftant Subfidy 
for the Defence of your Frontiers ; i: is formed from the Troops lately in your Pay, ftationeJ 
at Futty Ghurr, and in Rohilcund, which I withdrew, to relieve your txcellency from a Bur- 
then which you complained was too heavy for your Finances to bear; thtfe Troops arc at prefent 


a) Vide Appendix, XXXVIII, Page too 

Vide Appendix, ibid. Page ioo. 
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nn unnccefTary Expencc to the Company, and would be difbanded, but for the Dangers which at 
j)rclcnc threaten your Country. On thefe Confidcrations, your Excellency will allow it to be 
juft and rt afonable that the Charges of the Detachment (liould be entirely defrayed by you, and 
that the Company (hould be fully indemnified for all the Contingencies of keeping up a Force, 
on the iVobability of its being wanted for your Service ; on this I Ihall form an Eftimatc, with 
the ftriiU'll: Attention to Jufticc, for a Subfidy to be paid Monthly during the Services of the 
Detachnicnt, and tranfmit if, for your Approbation, to Mr. Middleton. 

“ I have direded Colonel Morgan to hold the Brigades, ftipulated by Treaty for the Defence of 
your Frontiers, in Readinefs to march at a Moment's Warning, and oppofc any Attempts which 
may be nude by a foreign Enemy. 

When I refled on the uncommon and generous InfVancc of your Zeal for the Company, and 
Attachment to myfclf, manifefted by the voluntary pcrfonal AfTiftance and Support which you 
afforded me at a Time of the greatefi Danger to their Interefts, and my own Safety ; I cannot, 
without feeling the firongcfl Self Reproach of Ingratitude, difpcnfc with giving to you, in a fimi- 
lar Situation, equal Marks of my Zeal and Attachment to your Perfon and Interefts ; and I Ihould, 
on this Principle alone, fly to (hare your Danger, although it were not in my Power to remove it, 
cfpecially as that Danger has been incurred by my Approbation of your Defign to refume the 
J.ighircs i but I have the ftrongeft Hopes that 1 (hould be the Caufe of facilitating a happy 
Termination of all the Difficulties which now oppofc the Execution of your Mcafurcs, and ofeftab- 
lifhing your Authority and the Profperity of your Country on the mod folid Bafis, by a perfonal 
Interview. — It was your particular Requert at Chunar that we might meet Once a Year j and 1 , with 
the greateft S.uisfadion, accepted your Invitation. — The prefent Conjundurc appears to make it 
ncceflfary to commence the Performance of this Promife ; and although my Prefence is required in 
Calcutta on the mod urgent Bufinefs, I have determined to fee out immediately by Dawk for 
Lucknow, 

I flatter myfelf that this Interview will be produdivc of the mod folid Benefits to the Affairs of 
"TUt your Excellency and the Company i and as your Excellency is well informed of their Situation 
onim^mporiant Crifis, you will not luffer me to return to the Seat of my Government without 
finallylh^ining the great Objedl of my Journey." 

Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, re- 
ceived the 25th February 1782, from Book 105, already delivered in. 

^l 3 . ‘‘ From the Nawab Vizier, Received 25th February 1782. 

28. ‘‘ You performed on every Occafion towards me whatever was becoming of Friendfhip I too 
fiavc done whatever Affcwthm requited, an 1 you commanded; and in future alfo, whatever be 
your Pleafure, there Ihall be no Deviation therefrom, becaufc whatever you direct is altogether for 
my Benefit. The Bufiiufs for which I came to Fyzabad is become fettled by your Favour; Par- 
ticulars will become known to your Wifdom from the Writings of Mr. Middleton. I am grate- 
ful for your Favours. If in thefe Matters you fincercly approve me, communicate it, for it will 
be ii Comfort to me. Having appointed my own Aumils to the jagheers of the Lady Mother, I 
liavc engaged to pay her Cafh; flic has complied with my Views; her Fleafiire is, that after 
receiving an Engagement, he fliould deliver up the Jagheers. What is your Pleafure on this 
Matter? If you command, it will comfoit the I .ady Mother giving her back the Jagheer, after I 
liave obtained my Views, or I will have it under my own Aumils ; I am obedient to your Plea- 
lure." 

Rend, from the fame Book, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Governor General, received the 26th February 1782. 

31. “ From the Vizier. Received 26th February 17S ?. 

31.“ You have treated me with noble Tendernefs, and I have not in any Manner failed in the Care 
of Fricndfhip, and whatever you command I know to be alcogeilicr for the bettering of my 
Affairs; and in the Treaty and Councils, and Arrangement of all Affairs, which became con- 
cluded for the Payment of the Company's Money, I allb have the fame Wiffi, tliat the Company’s 
Money may be forthcoming; accordinMy I have latisficd Mr. Middleton concerning Six Lacks of 
Rupees from the Lady Mother; and Ihe having fatisfied him with Calh, Jaidads, and the Re- 
venues of her Jagheer, has produced Fifty Lacks of Rupees, the reft will be forthcoming in 
Calh, and the Revenues of the Jagheers; and I have made no Objedlion to yielding my own 
Diftrifts tor Jaidads ; and I have written Sliokchs to Aumils on the Subjcdl of the ap(X)inted Horfe 
and Foot, and of the Holders of Tuncaws. I have not in any Refpeft failed with Life and Pro- 
perty to the Blcffing of your Pleafure; and I am determined, in like Manner, for the future allb, 
that for my own Benefit, I will perform whatever you command. You wrote kindly, and in the 
Treaty, that my neceffary Expences fhould be firft taken, and I attended firll to the Company’s 
Bufinefs, to prepare the Money in any Manner. I delivered a written Lift of my neceffary Ex- 
j)cnccs to Mr, Middleton, at Chunar, before the 'IVeary: As I know the Payment of the Debt to 
the Company to be of prior Importance, I will put myfelf to Inconvenience; but I am hclplcfs, 

from 
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from the NcccITities of Human Nature. I hope that you will write to Mr. Mkldleton to delay 
Twenty-five Lacks of Ru^es for the next Year-, he may receive all the reft. I will provide the 
Twenty-five Lacks in the Year 1 190 FulTullcc, and do you give me the Sum of nccelfary Expence 
from the Jaidad of my Dominions.” ' ^ 


Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the lath June 178?, from Book 82, 
already delivered in, beginning at Page 280 of the fame. 

« To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 

« Sir, 

I have received the Honour of your Commands under Date the 27th February. 

1 had carried the Original 1 rcary down with me, in v bcdicncc to your Orders of the 19th 
December; bur, having determined, upon Receipt of your firft above-mentioned Letter, to return 
immediately to my Station, I have brought it back with me, and (hall now forward it by the full 
lafe Conveyance. 

“ Ihefe complete your Inftruftions ; fince which you have direfted, as an additional Article, 
that the Nabob (hould be fupported in his Claim upon the Bhow Begum, for the Inheritance of the 
late Vizier’s Public 1 realure. 1 his has alfo been done; 45 Lacks have been recovered, and the 
Begum’s Chief Agents arc now under fevcrc Reltraint tor the Remainder of wliat they engaged to 
produce. 

“ Trufting that from this Explanation you will be fatisfied that I have done all that the Time I 
have had, and the Circumftances 1 have been under, would admit, 

1 remain, with profound Refpedl, &c. &c. 

“ Lucknow, Nath. Middleton, 

the 25th March 1782. Ref at the Court of the Vizier.” (/i) 


Read, from Book 29, already delivered In, the following Letter fiom the Board at 
Calcutta, to the Court of Dirctlors, dated the nth of February 1782. ^ 

“ To the Honourable the Court of Dircdor.s for * Affairs of tlie Honourable United Compauj^f * sic in O17 
Merchants of England trading to the Fall Indies. 

“ Honourable Sirs, 

id. In our laft Letters from this Department, by the Swallow Packet, dated 29th December 
1781, we informed you of the Detention of that Vcflel for the Purpofe of carrying home a 
cumplcte Narrative of the Governor General’s Proceedings while at Benares and Chunar, which we 
daily expected to receive from him *, however, as the Length of this Paper, and the great Number 
of References annexed to it, made it impodible to fend them down fooncr than he did ; and we 
found it would require a long while to copy them after their Arrival — we determined to difpatch the 
Swallow without them, judging that you would be impatient to hear from cs on the Reftoration of 
Peace in the Diflrids of Benares, and to receive the latell Accounts from Madras of the Situation of 
Affairs in the Carnatic, 

“ 2d. We determined at the fame Time to difpatch the Nancy, Captain Iliffcrnan, wi:h 
thtfc Reports, as loon as they could be prepared; and wc have now tlie Pleafure to tranimit 
them to you, a feparate Number in this Packet. 

“ 3d. The above Papers contain fiuh a full Account of all the Tranfadlions of the Governor 14 hn 
General upon this Service, together with his Motives and Rcafonings upon them, that we think ^ 
it would be (iipcrfluous to add any Thing of our own in this Place, but to recommend them to 
your attentive Perufal, with our Minutes which are annexed. 

“ 4th. By thefe it will appear, that the J'reachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, fupported by 
the Difdffedtion and rcftlefs Difpofition of the Bhowc Begum, Mother of the Nabob of Owdc, 
at Fyzabad, produced Inlbrrcdions in that Country, which tdl lately we were unapprized of, 
on account of the Communication between that Place and Benares being wholly cut off. 

“ 5. At the fame Time that the Firft Information of thefe Difturbanccs reached us, wc were 
happy to bear that they had been quelled by the Accounts received there of the fucccfsful Efforts 
of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnporc to tlie Relief of 
Colonel Hannay, whofe Sepoys gave evident Proofs, by their Defertion, that they had been 
tampered with, and he, with moft of his Officers, were in great Danger of their Lives ; a De- 
tachment under Lieutenant Gordon having been .actually attacked and cut off, and the reft of the 
Corps being furrounded by the Rabble, levied under Sanction ot the Begum, avowedly for the- 
Service of Raja Cheyt Sing. 

“ 6. The Circumftance of the Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from Fyzabad, 
and by the Lift of Cheyt Sing’s Forces, delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, in which 
the Troops faid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, mull evidently 
be the fame (fince they agree in Number) with thofc which Colonel Hannay declares to have been 
raifed and fcnt to him from Fyzabad. 


(a) Vide Appendix, XXXVIII. Page 105. 
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7. The juft Grounds of Sofpicion which had been given to the Nabob by the Begutri 
and other principal Jaghyrdars in his Country, by the Symptoms of Difaflfcftion, and even Trea- 
chery, difplayed in their Condufl, made it an Objeft of ferious Confideration with him to take the 
Firft Oppoitunity which (hould offer, confiftent with Juftice, to difpoflels them of the Means ot 
becoming injurious to his Authority ; and the Ncccflitics of his Government requiring extraordU 
nary Aid, he refoivcd to take this Occafion of depriving them of thofc extenfive Jaghires which 
enabled them to become troubleromc, by the Revenues which they yielded, and the Number of 
Dependants neceffarily retained for their Collcdlion and Defence, and to refume the Lands, altowing 
Penfions to the Jaghyrdars in lieu of the Revenues. 

8, As the Refident at Lucknow had been made Guarantee to an Agreement formerly ex- 
ccuted between the Nabob and the Begum, in which he had engaged, for a fpccific Sun) of Money, 

VuieNo. land to dcfift from all further Claims upon her, it was neceffary for him to acquire the Sandlion of this 
t of the ift Government to his Intention, before he could carry them into Execution, which the Infic'clity of the 
Begum gave but too much Reafon to grant. — You will find this Meafure provided for in the 
new Treaty, concluded with the Nabob by the Governor General at Chunar, on the igth of Septem- 
ber lait. 

“ g. On the Firft Attempt made by the Nabob to carry this Plan into Execution againft the Be- 
gum, (lie determined to refill his Authority, and raifed a Revolt by the Means of her Eunuchs, 
Jewar Ally Cawn, and Bahar Ally Cawn, who had collcded a Force of about 5,000 Men, in order 
tofet the Nabob at Defiance. — Notice of this Second Inlurredlion having been tranfmitted by the 
Refident, without Lnfs of Time, to the Governor General at Benares, he immediately ordered a large 
Detachment to march from Cawnpore, and the Nabob rcfolved to go in Perfon to Fyzabad i on his 
Arrival there, by the Alhftancc of our Troops, he took Poffelfion of the Kclla ; and the Eunuchs, 
feeing it would be in vain to make a Stand when fuperior Forces were cxpedled, furrcndcred them- 
Iclves Priloners to the Nabob, and their Followers difperfed. 

i o. In order to punifh the Begum for this daring 111 Conduit, and to put it out of her Power 
to apply the Treafurts which (lie had amaffed to the Purpofe of raifing further Commotions in his 
Couniry, the Nabob refoivcd to feize her Wealth, which by the Mahomedan I^aws he was entitled 
an Inheiitance from his Father, who in the latter Years of his Life had committed his Trealury 
whofc^o her Charge, and it had remained with her after his Death. — This Wealth, whatever it 
mightoliihc determined to apply to the Payment of his Debt to the Company j and we have re- 
ceived Information (rom the Refident who attended him to Fyzabab, that he had adlually paid him 
the Sum of 55 Lacks of Rupees in ready Money, and by Draft on Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, 
which would foon be realized.** {a) 


Fart of the 
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Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, the following Extra£f of a Confultation 
of the 5th I'ebruary 1782, beginning at Page 263 of the lame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 5ih February 1782, 
Secret Dept. At a Council ; Prefent, 

Tuciday. Honourable Warren Ilaftings, Governor General, who being returned to the Prefidcncy 

takes his Scat at the Board. 

Edward Whcler, 7 . 

John Maepherfon, J quires. 

Sir Eyre Cootc on Service in the Carnatic. 


Extradt Secret 
Dept. Conf. 

5 Feb. 17I1. 

* Kac fini. 
Orig. 


“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, in confequcncc of that of the Board, 

entered on the Proceedings of the *'^th * ultimo. 

24 

“ The Governor General acknowledges his Obligations to the Board, for this repeated inftance 
of the liberal Manner in which they have been pleafed to record their Judgment on his Conduft. 
Had it been expreffed in the fimplc Terms of official Approbation, he (hould have been pleafed, 
and fatisfied that it had received fo refpeftablc a Sanftion \ but by tracing the Sources of it, in the 
Motives which he has avowed \ by their Examination of thofc Motives with their relative Fafts and 
Circumftanccs ; and by the Doubts which they have anticipated and folvcd, on the Propriety of 
fuch Parts of his Conduft as might moft obvioufly fuggeft them j they have juflified their own 
Approval, and entitled him to expeft the fame favourable Sentiments in their common Superiors. 

‘‘ Nor is he lefs pleafed with the Referve with which the Board have declared their Satisfadlion 
in the Arrangement concluded by him with the Nabob Vizier j bccaufe he thinks it will be re- 
ceived as an Evidence of the Deliberation and Sincerity of their former Approval. He is willing 
to fubmit the Propriety of the Meafure to the Teft of its Succefs. The Refident has already in- 
formed the Board, that he had received of the Trcafurcs of the late Vizier, left in the Charge of 
his Widow, and lately reclaimed by his Son, the Amount of the Bond granted by the latter for the 
Balance of the Year 1178, which ends in September 1780 of our JEra and was in the aftual 
Receipt of as much as would difeharge the Balance of the lad Year, that is, of the Year 1179* 


{a) Vide Appendix, N* LIV. Page 226 . 
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The firft of rhefe Balances is 32,68,613. ii, the lall 12,09,876. 9. 8. The Sum of both Is 
R* 44 » 7 ^> 49 ®* Siccas. The Refident feems have underftood this to be the Whole of 

the Nabob^s Debt^ There is a further Balance of a6 Lacks, which appears to have been by fomc 
means overlooked, or withheld from Mr. Middleton on the Transfer of his Office from Mr. 
Purling. A reftified Account, drawn to the lattft Period, has been tranihiittcd to Mr. Middleton* 
by the Accomptant General, which it is hoped will arrive in Time to prevent his flopping at the 
Receipt of the fuppofed Bilance ; and at all Events, the Profits of the refumed Jagheers ought to 
yield a Fund, more than fufficient both for the complete Liquidation of what may remain of the 
Nabob’s prefent Debt, and to make up the Deficiency of the Alignments granted on his Revenue 
for the current Year, within the Courle of it. 

The Governor General expefts this Service from the Refident, and relies upon his Fide- 
lity for the Performance of it. But in the Suppofition of the Poffibility of a Dilappointmenr, 
he again offers his peribnal Services to proceed to Lucknow, on the firft Symptom of fuch a 
Failure •, and, with the Confidence which he feels in his own Influence, aided by the powerful 
Support of the Board, he will venture to promife, that he will not return with their Objeft 
unaccompliflied. (<r) 

Signed at the End of the Confultation, 

‘‘ Warren Haflings, 

• Edward Whcler, 

John Macpherlon.** 



Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 14th January 1782, from 
Book 83, already delivered in, beginning at Page 189 of the fame Book. 

Fort William, the 14th January 1782. 

At a Council; Prefent, 

Edward Whcler, . 

John Macpherlon, 1 ' * 

The Governor General abfent on a Vifit to the Northern Provinces. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abfent on Service at Fort Saint Georgl 

** The Board having already pafled their Opinion, in Terms of the fulleft Approbation, upon Extrafi Secret 
the Governor Gcncrars Conduc^t and Management in the Suppreffion of the Rebellion of Cheit 
Sing, and the Regulation of the Province and City of Banaris ; they think it unncccffary to repeat 
their Opinion of thofe Meafurcs. 

“ They cannot, at the fame Time, but remark, that the Explanations which the Governor Ge- 
neral has given in fome Parts ot his Proceedings, during his Firft Difeuffions with Cheit Sing, and 
fubfequent 10 the CortVulfion, are rather an open Avowal of the Motives that aftuated his Mind, 
than the guarded Reprefentations of a publick Officer, ftating to his Employers the Meafurcs 
which an extraordinary Situation influenced, diftated, and juftified. 

“ To a liberal and candid Tribunal, fuch was the natural, and certainly the wifeft Appeal. The 
Generofity and Juftice of a Britifh Tribunal looks more to the real Motives and Zeal of their 
Agent, than to the preconcerted Artifice of his Conduft, or the legal Diferiminations of his 
Defence. Even where a publick Meafurc is unfuccefsful, die Refponfibility rifqucd by the 
Agent, (if rifqucd upon publick Principles), is frequently his Juftification, and in many Cafes 

entitles him to Applaufe, , r 11 1 j 

“ In thefc diftant Dominions the ruling Servants of the State, attend more to thofe Rules and 
Forms which proteft from Refponfibility, than to an ardent Purfuit of the publick Intcrcft; under 
every private Rifque, the Hands of Adminiftration may fccurc thcmfelves againft Condemnation, 
even though the Country Ibould be loft through their Mifmanagement. _ , . , 

“ It was not by avoiding pcrfonal Refponfibility that the Servants of the Publick cftablilhctl the 
Britilh Influence in Afia ; nor is it by fuch cold Precautions that our Power is to be maintained, 
efpccially at an Hour of general Hoftility againft us. The Board are led into thefc Obfcryatlons, 
from an ingenuous Confideration of the Difficulties in which the General found 

himfelf involved at Benaris, and a Convidion of the Motives under which he afted. The firft 
were furmounted with Ability and Fortitude ; the latter they moft finccrcly believe do him real 

‘"Eafy would be the Talk to approve the Suppreffion of the Rebellion, arul to ftanddifcon- 
nefted with any Refponfibility, by juftifying thofe Acb which certainly precipitated the Storrn 
from the Cloud m whi?h he had gathered ; Aifts which Judges at a Diftance, 
with the aftual Embarraffinents of this Government, may, with great Specioufncfs of Argument, 
condemn. But the Board wifh not, they cannot permit 

or guardedly. They arc at the fame Time aware, that in a rigid Inveftiganon of the Whole of this 

f.- « d.. 

mands upon Cheit Sing ? ’ 


(i) Vide Appendix, N° LXXXI. 
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2(JIy. W!iy was that Chief put in Arreft, when he offered to make every Conceflion f ‘ 
3dly. Whether there was not a Compaft ^tween him and the Company, which fpecified^ 
that he was only to pay them a certain annual Tribute ? 

“ Subfequent to the Maflacre of our Troops, and the Events that followed, no Queftions will 
be alkcd. 

“ In anfwcr to the Firft Queftion, the Board think the Governor General was fully autliorized by 
the general Tenor of his Initrudlions. The Governor General, having a deciding Vote, could have 
written out and approved more particular Inftruftions. There was a Delicacy in the Mode he 
preferred j and it impofed a greater Rcfponfibility. 

‘‘ Fn regard to the Second Queftion, it is evident, from Cheit Sing’s Anfwcrs and Preparations, 
and the whole Tenor of his Conduft, before and at the Time, that nothing but Arreft could have 
convinced him of the Governor General’s Determination, 

l‘hat the Arreft was not intended to proceed farther than the Payment of a proper Fine to 
the Company, who ftood in the Place of his Sovereign and Benefaftors, is evinced by the Go- 
vernor General’s Anfwcr to Cheit Sine after his Confinement. 

Had a total Revolution in the Adminiftration of the Zemcedary been intended, the Arreft muft 
have been affeded with more Force, and greater Marks of Severity. 

“ That the Officers who went to execute this Service were convinced, that no Meafurc of deter- 
mined Severity was intended againft Cheit Sing, appears from that unfortunate Want of Precaution 
which coft them and their Followers their Lives, 

“ The Third (^leftion involves much Argument, yet is fully anfwered by that Part of the Gover- 
nor General’s Narrative, which difeufles the Sunnud under which Cheit Sing ruled the Provinces, 
and which was fo liberally granted by the Company. 

“ The Correfpondcnce with the India States, (hews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Ze- 
meedars and Rajahs proteded in their Zemcedaries by a fuperior Power. Had Cheit Sing been an 
Ally Sovereign Prince, who paid only a fixed Subfidy, his Military Preparations, and his infidions 
||^idud, under Pretences of Poverty, in difappointing the Kxpedations of the Government from 
in^^rmy under Major Camac, juUificd, together with his Corrcfpondence with our Enemies, the 
fevc«!l^xadion of Aid to affift the Company in their Diftrefles, and atone for his Ingratitude and 
Treachery to a Power who proteded him, and to whom he owed his Situation. 

“ On the Subjed of the I'reaty concluded on the 18th of September laft, between the Governor 
General and the Nabob Vizcer, and which the Dilhculties of the Communication prevented the 
Governor General fiom explaining fo fully before, the Board have to obferve, that the Treaty is 
evidently a political Expedient, which forfeits no Advantage, which promifes the Acquifition of 
many, and which, properly managed by this Government (as Events favourable, or even unfavour- 
able, arife), may lead to the final and complete Arrangement of an Alliance with the Vizecr. Such 
an Alliance, being lei's oppreflive to him, may be more advantageous and honourable to the Com- 
pany, and may remove that too general but dangerous impreffion, which the different States of this 
Country have received from the double Charadcr in which wc have hitherto appeared in India— 
that of Allies and Conquerors. 

If the Nabob Vizcer (hould not be able, under the Support of the Troops of this Government 
ftationed at Cawnpoor, to maintain the Tranquillity of his Dominions, and colled thofc Refourccs 
which arc ncccffary to defray even his reduced Expences, and dilcharge his heavy Debt to the 
Company, a new Arrangement muft follow •, and that Arrangement ncteffarily, at the exprefs Re- 
queft of the Vizcer, will fccurc every Advantage that can be wifhed or expeded from his Provinces 
by this Government, 

The Redudion of that heavy Burthen of Expcnce, which was once oppreffivc to the Vizcer, and 
of no Return to the Company (though a Source of Patronage to this Adminiftration), tlie Board 
approve of moll heartily •, and, with a full Senic of the Credit which a Mcafurc of fuch Difficulty 
and Unpleafantnefs refleds upon the Governor General, they take this Occafion of pledging to him 
and to their Employers their utmoft Support, not only in this, but in every other Branch of pub- 
lick cecorwmical Reformation, which he may propofe. 

“ Upon the Return of the Governor General, the Board rcfolvc to difeuft with him thofc Parts 
of the Treaty, which carry the Appearance of a hafty Agreement. The Difaffedion of many of 
the Vizecr’s principal Jagheerdars, and the Steps which, from the Reprefentations of Colonel Han- 
nay and other Officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Begums, to fupport the Rebellion 
of Cheit Sing, were probably very early known to the Governor General, and through the Me- 
dium of all the Sufpicions that his Situation, at the Time he met the Vizcer, had naturally 
created. 

‘‘ At fuch a Moment, and under fuch Sufpicions, and even while the Iffuc of the Conteft of 
Cheit Sing was depending, it is not furprizing that fomc Parts of the Agreement between the Go- 
vernor General and the Vizecr were fpeedily adjufted, and, as the Governor acknowledges, inCon- 
verfation at the Firft Interview. 

“ A Ihort Time will fatisfy the Board, whether the Vizcer is willing or able to fulfil his 
of the I'rcaty : If he is that, and the Company can recover their Debt from him in the prefent 
Emergency and Diftrefs of their Affairs, the Board cannot then but agree, that the Gavernor Ge- 
neral has aded in the Arrangement not only with Zeal, and the beft publick Intentions, but with a 

mafterly 
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niafterly Dccifion, that muft entitle him to the grateful and complete Approbation of his Em* 

^ « It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor General, upon his Return, thofc Mea- 
fures that may fecure this Government from any future Inconveniencies orDillrcfs that can be fup- 
pofed connefted with the Confidence repofed in the Vizeer, for the Adminiftration of the Affairs 
of his Revenue and Military Eftablifhmcnt.” (<j) 

[This Confultation not figned.] 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 12th of June 1783, from 
Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 307 of the fame Book. 

“ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at Lucknow. 

« I have received your repeated AflTurances, addrefled to myfclf and to the Board, that the 
Nabob’s Debt to the Company (liould be completely difeharged by the Clofc of the Year. In my 
Fears for a Difappointment in this hxpeftation, and in the contrary Belief, that in its aflual Train 
the Ikbc is more likely to exceed the Amount at which it flood the laft Year, than to be paid, 1 
hereby apprize you, that if at the iind of the Fuffcllec Year any Part of it fhall remain in Arrears, 
I (lull move the Board to call upon you piiblickly to account for it ; and, that you may know 
that tliis Declaration is not made on light Grounds, I lh.^11 enter a Copy o( this Letter upon the 
Company’s Records. It will do you no Injury, if you difprove the Juflice of my Sufpicions by 
the l iTtds of your Exertions. 

“ 1 have written to Hyder Beg upon the fame Subjeifl, and intended to refer you to his Letter 
for mv fuller Sentiments, but I lhall not have it ready for Difpatch for this Poft.” (k) 

^ 1 am, Sir, &c.” 

[N. B. No Signature.] 

Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Hyder Beg Khan, dat 
tlie j 5th of Auguft 17H2, from Book 120, already delivered in. 

Written the 1 5 th Auguft 17 



“ To Hyder Beg Khan. 

When I prevailed upon the Nawab Vizier to commit the entire Charge of the Rev^fffes and 
the Adminiftration of his Finances to his Minifters, ot whom you arc the acling and refponliblc 
Perlbn, with the Concurrence of the Uefident, Mr. Middleton, I had fo firm a Reliance on your 
Integrity, Diligence, and Abilities, whidi are univcrfally known, and no lefs on the lame Quail, 
ties of Mr. Middleton, that I departed with a Mind perleclly at I’.afc, cxpcfling that Order woii.d 
be reftored to the Nawab’s Affairs, capable and truft-worthy Aumils appointed to the Siipcr- 
intendance of the Diftiids, the Forces duly ftationed for the Security of J^eace, and the Conhima- 
tion of the Authority of the Sircar, and that the part and growing Debt of the Company would 
be completely difebarged in the Courfe of the Year, and that I Ihould receive the Thanks of the 
Nawab your Mafter for the Effeds of my Solicitude for the Support of his Dignity and Eafc. 
The Fvent has proved the Reverfe of thefe Hopes, an Accunnihstion of Diftrels, Debafcmcnt, 
and Dilfatisfadion to tire Nawab, and of Difappointment and Difgracc to me. Every Meafurc 
which he had himfelt propofed, and to which he had foliciwd my Affiftance, has ^ 

duded as to give him Caufe of Difpleafure •, there arc no Offices cftabliffied by which his Affairs 
could be regularly conduded i mean, incapable, and indigent Men have 

ofthcDiftrids, without Authority, without the Means ot PerfonalProtedionjfomeo^^^ 
have been murdered by the Zemindars, and thole Zemindars, in (lead of 1 

been permitted to retain their Zemindaiics with independent Authority ; all the other Zemindars 
fuffered to rife in Rebellion, and to infult the Authority of the S>^«r, without any Attempt 
to fupprefs them -, and the Company’s Debt, inftead of being difcha ged by the Affignments 
Tnd eTraorinaTy Sources of Monc 7 referved for that Purpole. is ikely to exceed even the 

Amount at which it Rood at the Time in which foreboTd 

eluded. The Growth of thefe Evils was early made known to me, and their Effefts foreboded 

in the fame Order and Manner as they have come to pafs {Cj, 

The Managers for the Conrmons acquainted the Houle 
to the SubieS of the Cruelties eicercifcd to “"’P.'' f, f 

Tteafures, they wilhed to alk a few Quelltons of bir Elijah impey. 

Accordingly SIR ELIJAH IMPEV was called in ; 

Then the Managers for the Commons lequefted, that feversl Pallages in the Mr- 
nutes of Evidence might be read. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N® LlII. 

(i) Vide Apfendix. N* XXXVIH. Page 109. 
(r) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXII. P 


The 


Sic ill Orif. 
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The fame were read by the Ckrk, and are as follow : 

“ The Managers for the Commons dated, That as the Witnefs fpoke from tmperfed Re. 
collection, and which Recollection feemed not to tally with his former Evidence, where he likewile 
fpoke from RecoilcCtion of thofe Letters in .Qucltion, they could not but exprefs a Doubt of the 
Accuracy of fuch RecollcCtion, and a With therefore to fee the Letter. 

“ Then the Witnefs rcquelted, that his former Examination, before the Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, might be read from the Minutes of the Committee, as far as related to the 
Subject at prelent under Conflderation, that it might appear whether there was any Difference be. 
tween his Evidence there and that now given by him at the Bar j and that he might explain the 
fame, if any fhould be found." (<j) 

“ Then the Managers for the Commons being afked, Whether they had any ObjeClion? 
made anfwer, That they had none." (l>) 

“ Then the Managers for the Contmons acquainted the Houle, That the Minutes were 
come, if the Witnels wilhed to have them read. 

“ Then a Rook, intituled, “ Minutes of the Eaft India Judicature Committee 1782-3, N" 3," 
was delivered in. 

“ Read, the following ExtraCf, beginning at Page 19 of the faid Book. 

The Managers for the Commons Hated, That they had troubled the Houfe with 
the above Extrads, to Ihew, that what they were about to do, was not without 
Prccedcntj and delired the following QuelUon might be put to the Witnefs : 

Q. Whether you would wilh to clear up any Contradiction there may happen to be, betwem 
,’ie Evidence you gave bcfoie the Houfe of Commons, and the Evidence you have given at tins 


of Sir Elijah Impey, in the Houle 
of Commons, taken before a Committee of the whole Houle, on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented to the Houfe againlt Warren 
Haftings Efquire, from the Minutes of the faid Committee. 

“ Veneritf 2" Bit Fehruariit 1788. 

What was the Nature of the Communication you verbally made to Mr. Middleton at Luck- 
now ? 

“ Mr. Haftings gave me very Ihort Notes in Writing, relative to the SubjeCts he wilhed me to 
mention to Mr. Middleton. — I thought 1 had preferved the Paper, but after having looked for it 
with great Diligence, I am not able to find it : I have two Papers of Ihort Notes in Mr. Middle- 
ton’s Hand, which he delivered to me when I left Lucknow. Thcfe I verily believe to be on the 
Subjects he wilhed me to talk on with Mr. Middleton-, upon looking at them, I fee Mr. 
Middleton muft: hive added fomething of his own, but the moft material 1 can fupply by Me- 
mory. 

** You will underftand that the Quellion relates to the SubjeCt of the Begums, and before you 
fpeak from thcfe Memorandums, you will anfwer the Qucllion->-What was the Communica- 
UOQ you made to Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, rclpeCiiog the Begums, as the Pleafure of Mr. 
Haftings ? 

» That 1 confidered as the moft material Part of what I communicated to Mr. Middleton i but 
in order to make that intelligible, it will be ncceftary for me to ftate to the Committee, what had 

f revioufly pafied between me and Mr. Haftings, 1 think at Chunar, either ax Benares oi Cbunar,bus 
think at Chunar, as it will explain to the Committee the Whole Rife and Caufeof the Demands 
made upon the Begums. Mr. Haftings ftated to me the EmbarralTmcntof his Situation, he had 
failed of his ObjeCl at Benares, a Revolution had fucceeded, he was defeated, from the InfurreCUons 
in the Country, from proceeding to Lucknow •, he ftated (the FaCls I do not take upon me to 
verify) that the Begums were in attual Rebellion againft the Nabob Vizier; he told me that his 
whole Credit depended on the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar ; that he feared, from the Calm- 
nefs of the Temper of Mr. Middleton, that he would not fulBciently urge the Execution of that 
I'reaty. It had been propofed that I Ihould have proceeded a»ftir asIUwabad» an a central Phee, 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 566. (/) Vide fupra, Page ^[67; (rj Vkleiu|)raf Sage'571. 

for 


^ Yes, certainly. 

ReSl^the following Extradls of the Evidence 
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fijr, the Depofitions alluded to. He afceNratds teqiiefted me, fof the Pur« 

pofc of induai^ Mr. Middteton to procure the Execution of that Treaty, to proceed to Luck- 
now— —In that Convcrf^ion this palled ; and 1 will not take upon me to fty (for I mean to give 
the Committee the moft candid Information in my Power) whether the Idea of the Confifeation of 
the EflFcfts of the BcgOiUs originated from him or from me— It certainly originated in that Con* 
verfati^ This I petfeClly rememl^r to have faid to Mr. Mailings, —When you communicated 
to me in Calcutta your Intentions with regard to Cheyc Sing, 1 declined giving you any Opinion 
at all, becaufc I could not take upon me a fulBcient Knowledge of the Laws of the Country to 
advife whether that AA was legal or not.— But with regard to the Begums, I told him (and if I 
was wrong, I truft to the Candour of the Houfe, that they will impute it to an Error in Judgment) 
(hat if the'FaAs he Hated were true, namely, that the Begums were in aAual Rebellion, 1 con* 
fidered it to be necelTary to the Exiftcncc of the Government of the Nabob Vizier, that ho 
Ibould have the Power of taking from his SubjcAs in Rebellion, thofc Trcafurcs which en- 
abled them to fupport their Rebellion. — I wilh to be underdood, though 1 believe the Fafll 
to be true, that I by no Means alTcrt them to be fo, being not a Matter within my own 
Knowledge. — I am now going to anfwer the Quellion— I underftood Mr. Hadings to adopt 
the Keafoning, and this he defired me to communicate to Mr. Middleton, which 1 did — re- 
lating to him the Whole which had palTed between Mr. Hadings and me on that Subjeft, 
and Mr. Hadings’s Inclination to carry Meafures into Execution for the Confifeation of their 
EffeAs. 

“ Did this Converfation with Mr. Hadings happen immediately preceding your going to Luck- 
now ? 

“ Almod immediately before I went to Lucknow.” 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired to enter their Proteft againft this Procee^^ 
being admitted as a Precedent j it being an indireft Mode of doing what the 
had already declared, upon the Examination of a former Witnefs, (hould not b^rone j 
though they had no particular Obje£bion to it in this Inftance. 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Minutes. 

« You having dated to the Committee that Mr. Hadings had informed you, previous to your 
felting out to Lucknow, that the Begums were in a State of aAiial Rebellion, did you find that to 
be die FaA upon your Arrival at Lucknow ? 

“ The Begums did not rcfide at Lucknow. At Lucknow I could no more have a pcrfonal 
Knowledge of it than at Chunar •, but I was adviled at Chunar to avoid Fyzabad in my going 
to Lucknow, becaufc the Begums were in Rebellion ; and I was advifed by every Body at Luck- 
now to avoid Fyzabad at my Return to Chunar, for the fame Rcafon : Of my own Knowledge, I 
know nothing of that FaA. From thence I colleit it was the Senfe of every Body at Lucknow, 
that the Begums were then in Rebellion ; and Colonel Hannay, efpecially, mentioned to me fevc- 
ral Fads concerning their Rebellion.” 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Minutes. 

« Then the Nabob never mentioned to you, that his Parents were in aAual Rebellion againd 

^He certainly never did s but it is not to be inferred from thence that they were not, as we had 
no Converfation upon the State of the Country, of the Treaty of Benares, or of any of the pre- 
ceding TranfaAions.” 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Minutes. 

“ Whether you did not advife Mr. Hadings to prevail on the Nabob to refume the Jaghire 
and ftiwtfn the Treadires of the Begums, on a Suppofition that the Begums were in Rebellion ? 

“ 1 advIM Mr. Hadings to that Meafure, if the FaA was true that the Bemms were in Re- 
bellion— how that FaA was to be afeertained I did not pretend to advife. Whether public Noto- 
riety was-fuficient according to the Laws, I was not converfant— it might. The fait bemg afeer- 
tained, 1 thought the Right to confilcate followed. 

"mjWMt think that in giving Advice, which mud be attended with Confequcrtcw fo fatal 
to the FoS and CharaAer of Perfons of thatDidinAion, you ought to have adviled alio remark- 

able Care iir the ACccrttinmciU of the Fafls ? • %/t c 

« I gave my Opinion on an abdraA Propofition. There ts no Mw of common Senfo 

or Judice but mud think that EaAa mud be fufficicntly afcertamed before they arc aAed 

upon. 


Ready alfo, the folloi»irtg Extraa from the fame Minutes. 

•• Wm jo»tmad.bfof Duty wUUoeru to^iwwmgddlo fo that- Affair ? 
7 
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V 

« I was not by any other Duty but the Duty of a Man ; and Mr. Haftingt was then in fuch « 
Situation, that I fhould not have a£l;^ with common Humanity, if I could have give(i him 
Aflidance and ^d refufed it. ^ 

“ What was Mr. Haftings’s Condition at that Time ? 

“ I have before ftated to the Committee what Mr. Mailings had himfelf faid of his Situation. 
The Company’s Affairs were at that Time to all Appearance in a very ruinous Condition : To 
retrieve tire Condition of the Company, was the profciuKl Obje£l of Mr. Haftings in going up the 
Country ; his principal Objects were Refourccs from Benares and Oude. At Benares m had been 
defeated of his Purpofe : a horrid MalTacre had taken Place there — a Revolution had taken Place 
at Benares — Hr. Haftings was lately reteafed from a Confinement in the Garrifbn at Chunar— >the 
whole Country of Oude had been in Arms, and Part of it was ftill fo— <be was likewife defMted in 
his Purpofe of going up to Oude, having obtained nothing for the Company — he had incurred great 
Refponfibility from t! c li vents that had happened. — That was the State Mr. Ballings was in, which 
I conccivt; to be that of real Dillrefs.” 

Then the followii)g Queftion was put to the Witnefs. 

( from the Managers.) Whether the Anfwers which have been read to you, contain an ac* 
cur.ite Account of the Convcrl'ations you had rehitive to the Begums with Mr. Ballings, and to 
the Part which you took in the Tranf.idtion, or whether you wilh to clear up any Differences between 
that Acccount and liic Account you have given at this Bar? 

A. 1 believe the Converfatioh is accurate, with this D.ltindlion only, that at the Time I delivered 
that lividencc, I perceive I did not make the Diftindtions of the Time when I underftood the Be- 
gums to be in aclual R< bciliun j the I'ropofition that I advanced to Mr. Mailings was exadlly the 
lame, whether the Begums were then in adual Rebellion, or whether they had been before in adlual 
RA^plIion i I had looked over, before 1 gave my Evidence in the Houfe, fopic Letters that I had 
fiom Mr. Hallings, and which Letters I delivered in to the Houfe of Commons; upon 
loolnij^ver thole Letters I perceived, that the Begums were not at that Time in aflual Rebel- 
lion, bc\||fe one of Mr. Hallings’s Letters lefcrred to Troubles at Oude, which he faid he hoped 
would be tSl^ily pacified by the Nabob’s going to Fyzabad -, the Nabob had then been at Fyza- 
bati. I do nut, upon Kecollcclion, know of .my other Variance in my Evidence. 1 have not 
feen tlie printed Evidence, and therefore if any is pointed out to me, I will, if I can, reconcile it; 
if not, I will lay it is not to be icconcilcd. 

Whether you do not peiccivc, that in this Evidence you Five feveral Times Hate the Begums 
to have been then in adual Rebellion ? 

A. I certainly have oblervcd in hearing the Evidence now, that it does go upon the Idea of the 
Begums then being in adual Rebellion, but I am as certain likewife that that mull have proceeded 
from Miflake. 

Qi Mow comes it to pafs, that your Memory is frciher and better on the Subjed now, than it 
was a Twelvemonth ago ? 

A. I do not think my Memory much frciher upon the Subjed, than it .was a Twelvemonth ago; 
but iomc Matters have occurred to me, that make me recoiled it better : One was, a Letter I 
received from Mr. Hallings ; the other w.as, my Propofifion and Intention to have gone round to 
Lucknow by Fyzabad, and when 1 was at Lucknow, enquiring whether I could return by Fy- 
zabad : If my Idea had been, that there was an adual Rebellion at Fyzabad, it would have been 
impufliblc for me to have gone there, cither in my Way to Lucknow, or in my Way back. 

Q. Whether you did not know of the Circumllance, of your having offered to go round by 
Fyzab.ad, when you made this Anfwer in the Houfe of Commons ? — I was advifed at Chunar, 
to avoid Fyzabad, in my going to L.ucknow, bccaufe the Begums were in Rebellion and you 
Hate it as one of the Realons why your Memory is better upon the Subjed, now that you recoiled 
having offered to go through Fyzabad ? 

A. Yes ; and I certainly did not, then ; becaufe I did not fee the Confequence of making the 
DilUndion between the Begums being then adually in Rebellion, and the Troubles not Mving 
totally ccafed. 

Whether it is your Rule, in making an Anfwer, to confider the Confequenccs firft, before 
you reply to the Fad ? 

A. Undoubtedly it is ; but the attending to the Confequenccs nevtr has that Operation upon 
my Mind, that will make me depart from the Truth. ■ m • 

Q; Whether you have not been in an Error, with refped to the Fad, in tbde Five feveral- 
Anfwers upon the Fad ? i 

A. I h-ive certainly been in verbal Error, with refped to them. . . . 

Q. You have Hated Two Reafons why your Recolledion is more accurate now; the one your 
Rccolledion of having offered to go round by Fyzabad ; the other Reafop is,', yoitf having ndvert- 
cd to a Letter which you had received from Mr. Bailings ; whether you had nbtadvmed to that 
Letter, and, in Fadt, given in, that Letter to the Houfe of Commons befbrc you madt-this Anfwtt*? 
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A. I certainly had delivered it, but I had not adverted to it ; I had delivered it in. At the 
Time I received the Notice to deliver in the Letters to the Houfe of Commons. I received the 
>Jotice about Ten 0 Clock the Night before I was examined ; my Papers were bound up ui 
Fourteen Volumes, and I had that Night to examine all my Papers, to Ice how thc 7 related uj 
the Matter before the lloufc of Commons. I did look over my Papers, and 1 prcfciitcd them the 
next Day to the Houle of Commons. 

(T How did it come to pafs, that you did not advert to the Letter while you had it, aiui did 
advert to it after it was out of your PolTellion ? 

A. Before I was examined here, 1 looked into the printed F.vidence of the 1 loule of Co,n-‘ 
inoas, where thefc Letters were. I thought it right to look into it, to refrclh my Memory, befure 
I .:ave my Evidence here/* 

Q, Whether you know that the Affidavits contained in Mr. Ilaftings’s Narrative, arc aflually 
t!r. lame Affidavits you took at Lucknow ? 

A. Before 1 anlwer that Qiiefiion, I would beg leave to give another Reafon why I coifld not 
uiiJeifiand, though it was lo exprcfil'd, that the Begums weie acliially in Rebellion ; becaule I 
iindciltand I refer 10 Accounts that I received from Major Hannay, as a Realon why I did not go 
ruiincl by Eyzabad; the Accounts from Major Ilannay muft have been of a Rebellion which had 
p.ilTal, and not of One then aitually exifting; that being Major Hannay’s Account with legaid 10 
liie Affidavits : I can by no means take upon me to fay, that they are the fame Affidavits : 1 believe 
they aie the lame. 

(F Where was Colonel Hannay at the Time you received ihofe Accounts from him ? 

jV Colonel Hannay was then at Lucknow j they were Accounts in Convcrl’ation. • 


n you was • 
nd, if 1 


(>. Was it not competent to you to rccollcdf thofe Accounts in Convcrfaiion when you was 
exam^ined before the Houfe of Commons, as well as afterwards 

A. It certainly was i and I ought to have altered that verbal Miflakc, uiuloubiedly i and, 
adverted to it, upon that very Ground I fhoukl have defired to have had k altered. ^ 

( ) 'Fhen, in Fadt, you had no written Accounts from Colonel Ilannay to lefer to, to r’our 

rnury ? 

n. I certainly had the Affidavit of Colonel Hannay, which 1 might have referred to at the 
Time I was at Lucknow *, but what I refer to is a Converfation, becaufc 1 did not icad the Afii- 
d'.vit of Colonel Ilannay. 

0. You did not then recur to the Affidavits ? 

a'? I certainly did not recur to the Affidavits, but I have read every Affidavit fince I was 
lv:rc hiltj and the Reafon was, that fo many Obfervaiions .were made upon my not having read 
than the lad Time 1 was here: and I beg to take notice of a Citcumflance which I ffioiild not 
luvr aiven in Evidence if I had read them, and that is, that 1 believe the Witndfes Iiad been in- 
Innluad to me either by Mr. Middleton, or Mr, Johnfon ; I diought that had been the Fad till 1 
hand Mr. Middleton contradid it in his Evidence: upon looking over the Affidavits, 1 find that all 
iIl* Affidavits of the Natives taken before me were either Affidavits of People in the Army, or of 
rvloonlhv-s or of People attached to the Officers in the Army; for which Reafon, I now bdicvc 
iliulo Pcifons were either introduced to me by Colonel Hannay, or fomeof his Officers. 

O 'fhen, from this Anfwer, I collecT, it was the Sen fc of every Body at Lucknow, that the 
Bqmms were then in Rebellion ; wliether you, in this Anfwer, allude to the Converlation with 

Colo. ^cl Ilannay, at Lucknow ? . , 1 „ j 1 ji 

A. I he fame Midake certainly runs through the Evidence, in the \\ ord “ then i undoubtedly 
it docs *, it was certainly a Midake ; but I will take upon me to fay now upon my Oath, that what 
1 ihcn iindcrltood was not an aitiial Rebellion at the Time, but a Rebellion which had palled 
and I could not poTibly have underftood it as an aclual Rebellion at the lime, it I had adverted 
to the Fads I have mentioned. 

a Whether the Rirll Circumllance that led you to .advert to this Mi (lake was not the being 
afkolwhy, when the Begums were in. adual Rebellion, you Ihould have oirercd to go through 

Fyzdbad ? 

A. It certainly was not. 

a Did you ever fhew, in the Houfe of Commons, or any where elfe, or exprefs any Con- 
fcioiifnefs of having made a Midake, till that Qiiedion was alke . ‘ 1 1 

A. 1 do not recdled when that Qiieftion was alked but now, when I came to be examined here, 
my Rccolleaion certainly was fuch as I have delivered in Evidence before the Court. 

a How did it come to pafs that, previous to your Examinatmn here, you recurred to the Evi- 
de.^ before the Houfe of Commons, to refrelh your Memory, from which you could not recei ve 
Information, and not to the Affidavit of Colonel Hannay, from which you might " • 

A. What I faid was this, that being to be examined before this Court upon the 
ai I was examined upon before the Houfe of Commons. 1 looked to fee what I had faid b'lore ‘Ire 
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1 lou!l* of Commons ; I had not in the Iloiife of Commons given any Evidepcc of what was in any 
Affidavit. 

W hat Part of your Evidence before the Iloufe of Commons reminded you of this MiiUkc ? 

A. I do not remember there was any Part of the Evidence before the Iloufe of Commons that 
liid remind me of this Miftakc. 

Why have you dated, that it was in confequence of your recurring to the Evidence before 
the i loiife of Commons, that you difeovered your Error ? 

A. 1 have not fo dated j I believe 1 have dated no fuch Thing. 

That is a Matter of Ead i it is unneceflary to refer to the Quedion. The Witnefs is pefitive 
lie has not laid it ? 

A. I think I have not ; I fliould be glad, if I have faid it, to hear it read. 

I'licn tire following Qnedions and Anlwcrs were read by the Clerk, [a) 

“ Whaher you liad not adverted to that letter, and given in that Letter to the Iloufe of 
Commons, bdore you made this Aiifwer ? 

“ A. I ccruiinly had delivered ir, but 1 had not adverted to it, I had delivered it in. At the 
Time 1 received the Notice to deliver in the Letters to the Houfe of Commons, I received tiu: 
Nonce e.bout 'Pen o’clock the Night before I was examined; my Papers were bound up in 
J'oujicui \'ulLinus, and I liad that Night to examine all my Papers, to lee how they related to 
the M ’.m.T L'ciorc the f ioule of Commons. I did look over my Papers, and I prefented them the 
next L\'y to the i loide of Commons. 

“ How did it come to pafs that you did not advert to the Letter while you had it, and did 
ij^dveri to it after it was out ot your i'oflclfion? 

“ A. Jlefore I was examinid hcie, I loolced into the printed Evidence of tlie Houfe of Com- 

v.hete thele Letteis were. I thought it right to look into it, to reficlh my Memory before 

iny Evidence here.” 

I'lu^thc following Clhidllon was put to the WitncL: 

(). 'Hien you ufiaflicd your Memory with it before you gave your E.vidcnce here? 

1 iuive nut l.iul I ivtrclhed my Memory from that Letter wiili relped to the Circumfiance 
of the lUbelliun, and I do nut remember that I did. 1 do not remember that the Circumltance had 
lliuoh me. d'liere certainly is a Vaiiancc, but it certainly did not ftrike me when I read that Lectei. 

You hive now ilated, you do not know that thofc Affidavits arc the Lme? 

A. I cannot take upon me to fay thofe Affidavits are the fame : I delivered all of them as taken, 
to Mr, I l.illings, but 1 do not recoiled whether tlicy are the fame. 

CE Do you recoiled the Number of Affidavits you took at Lucknow? 

A. I do n(;t at all recoiled the Number I took at Lucknow; all I took at Lucknnvv, I de- 
liv^re 1 U) Mr. Hallings, and, I think, upon looking over them in the Appendix to Mr. Haftings’s 
Narrative, there appears to be about Eight or Nine. 

CE Then your Anfwer is, That you know nothing of the Number but from now looking over them ? 

A. Since I was lafl examined : At iliat Time I had never looked at them. 

You looked at the Tops and the Bottoms? 

A. I certainly did; and this Gentleman was the Occafion of my looking at the Tops and the 
Bottoms. 

Q; I think it is worth recurring to his former Ivvidencc; he has given the Reafon for not 
looking at the Affidavits, and fince then he fays he has ? 

A. 1 have given the Kealbns why I did that then. I did not intend to do ir, but fo many 
Oblervations were made then, that I was determined, if I was called again, to do it, I know oi 
no Rea Ion why I fhouKl have avoided it, and I fliould be glad if any 'Hung were pointed out 
to the Houfe that would be a Refledion upon my Reputation for not doing it; and why I fliould 
Jay I liad read them, if I had not read them, I cannot conceive. 

Q. But, now that you have looked them over, and do know what they contain. Do you recolkd 
wlietiier thofe Affidavits which were in Perfian, or Hindoo, or the Moorifli Language, were ex- 
plained to any One of the Deponents who iwore them ? 

A. If conlined to Lucknow, 1 am prety certain they were not— tlicrc certainly were others taken 
at otliei Placo, iliar were. The Rtafons why they weie not at Lucknow, werethefe : Firft, that the 
AVitncIIes all biought them themfelvcs ready drawn ; the other was, that I had no Interpreter with 
me many of the Aifidavits were taken at Chunar, and other Places, where the Affidavits were not 
li;fl drawn, and I had an Interpreter. 


(a) Vide fiipra, Page 840 - 1 . 


What 
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What Witncfles brought thofc Affidavits ready drawn ? 

A. I cannot pollibly recoiled what particular W itnefles brought the Affidavits ; but, acct.rdin.- 
to tltc bed of my Recolled.on a 1 the Affidavits fworn at Lucknow, were brou.h by he IV.Io.is 
who fworc then ; there arc, ^ I believe, fume of the Officers here, with wliom 1 h,we h.,d no Con. . - 
„uon. I h VC icon a Mr. Gordon and a Mr. Williams-, and it is very poffihle tiu-y m.vgivc ,u, 
Accouiu, Whether they or Colonc llannay introduced them. I fee them p.deni in Corns 1 luve i. t 
Jkal the Qiidcion, and 1 do not know how it will turn our. 


Had you any Means of knowing, whether the Deponents, in the I’erffim or t!ie Hindoo 
Language, undci llood any Thing of the Depolitions which they gave ? 

A. 1 certainly had no more than this, that they themidves dducrcil their All d.ivi s. 

niean, that tliey brought you the Papers, and put into your 1 binds ; and. tlnu th .t 
\v. s the \ . hole ot t!'ie Ceremony that palled ? 

A. 1 he Affidavits were Iworn, therctorc there ccrtainlv mull be more Ceremony ili.m fi i : ly 
the Tapera into loy 1 lands. ' ^ 


CC I‘> ti'icrc tlic Signarure of any Witnefs, that they were fwoin ? 

A. 1: I look into tlie Book, I can tell •, but 1 certainly cither law the IVilLns wiite or imike 
their iMaiks. 


(A How were the Hindoos fworn ; and by whom ? 

i\. t he comir.on Metliod. of iwearing a Hindoo is that a Bramin brings a Ih.il’s Ikifun, wall the 
Waters ot the Ganpys into which the Hindoo dips his Hand, and t.ikes the Oath : 1 halt Ixiie; 
th.e [Vkanner in which tlie Hindoos arc fwoin, I vciily bHieve, every Hindoo that uas fvvo:n lieloic 
me, was iworn in that Manner, i lay were Iwoin bciotc me, and I do not h;io\/ ot then lainii; 
Iworn by any Bf'dy cl!c : I hav-e Iwoin a p/eat hwamberot llindo(;s in my d’line, and I !iive always 
Iwoin tlicnt in the laaie Manner. I think I may lake upon me to fay, th.eie was no Wni.inon in 
the bolemiiity ^ 1 cannot Ipeak pai tictihi: ly to the S lemimy s but 1 ceitanily took thtir Ailah’'%|| 
in t!ie fame Manner as I took tlicin upon other Occafions. ' 

Q. Do you mean to fay, th.n, accoiding to your Rccolleclion, you are ftire thole Illndo^^^ho 
v.c’c to tiiolc 7\fiiklavits, weie Iworn in the Manner you defciibe ? 

A. I do, and upon this Ground j that I am very certain I would isot h ive fworn a Hindoo in 
any otlier Manner. I do not do it from a precife Memory that any I iindoo was Iworn ; pollibly 
no H.ndoo WuS fwoin •, poll.bly tliat is what is meant by the (^lellmn— that no Hindoo was 
Iworn. I will not take upon myfclf to fay that any 1 lindoo was iwuin*, only, that il a 1 iinduo 
was fwoin, I Ihould have fworn them lo. 

<bk T!]en, wiili refpeft to the Raft, your Recollcflion is not pofitivc. 

A. This 1 mean to fwcar, and this ohly, that 1 verily believe upon ilie Ciround that I would not 
have fworn a Hindoo or a MuiTulman in any other Manner than that in winch 1 Jiiuloosor Muffiii- 
men are generally iV/orn, that all the Papers which purpoit to be y\ffid.iV!ts, anil winch I tkli- 
^ercd to Mr. 1 [allings, were fworn in the ufual Manner, by Peilons rcpic.'eniing ihemlelves to be 
the Perfjiis that figned the Papers. 

When any Dcjjonent came before you, and made his Maik to an Affidavit, did you caufc 
the Affidavit to be explained to him, or interpreted in your Pielcrice.^ 

A. I am willing to give further SatisfaHion upon tliac Sul>jeet, 1 have leveral Times anlwend 
lliat they cei tainly vveic not explained j that the Parties brought tlicm, and l);inpiiig iIkui then;- 
Iclves, they were not explained, becaufc I fiippolcd them to know wliat they brought. 

When you perceived a Deponent could not vviitc, wh..t did you do to know iliat lie wai 
acquainted with the Contents of his Affidavit.^ 

A. I collcbled it, irom the Man Ifimlclt delivering me the Affidavit. 

Did you know, whether the Perfons who Iwoie, were tlic Perfons ike Affidavits Hated them 

to be ? 

A. No- I cci t.iinly (lid not ; I never f.)w them before ; and I do not know whctiier I ever law 
them fince. Ai I laid btlore, they were either black Gliiccr.s in the Ke iinent bc-longing to Colonel 
Ilannay, or his Officers, or they were black Moonfliies attached to die Offiurs: 1 lay it, liom 
helving read the Affidavits fince 1 w.is here lalh and diat is all the Knowledge I have ac- 
quired. 

m Do you recoiled having fworn any Witnefs mere than once in One Ihiy ^ 

aT The Fad might hapi’tn, but I have no Recoliccdon of it ; I radier believe, upon looking 
over the Dates of ^ the Affidavits, that there are feveral : M.ijor Davy, for inllance, was iworn 
leveral Times upon feverai SubjccLs the lame Day. 

0. I am fpeaking of Lucknow always.^ 

A. I do not recollect tlie Fadt at all : It might be fo, but I do not recollec'd. 


* 


2 


Q, Do 
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Do you recollecl: the remarkable Circumftancc of one Doond Sing fwearing Three Times 
before you, and putting his Mark Three Times in One Day? 

A. My Jlecolledion, if any upon that Subjeft, is that he was ; but it arifes from having fecn 
the Affidavits within thefe few Days, Twice I rccolleft to have fecn his Name, it may be Three 
'I'inics. 

< )^ How came you not to make fome Obfervation, upon the Circumftancc of a Black Subabdar 
being brought before you Three Times, to make Affidavits the fame Day? 

A. It is very difficult for me to give an Anfv/er to that Queftion, bccaufe, as I have ftated, till 
1 law it in the Book, I did not remember the Circumftancc; and not remembering the Circuni- 
llancc till then, I cannot give an Anfvver why I did not make any Obfervation. 

Whether, in looking over the Rook fince, you have obferved that Doond Sing fays nothing 
againll the Benums the l'v\o l irft Times he fwears, but he does the Third l ime? 

A. I tlo not know : I have made no Obfervation upon it. If it is fo, it will appear upon the 
])o(;k ; and jf it was fd, 1 fliould not have known it at the Time; fo no Obfervation could have 
ai to me at that l ime. 

But finee? 

J\. No. 

(b Do you mean to fay, You were not ftruck at the Time with the Circumftancc of a Perfon’s 
being Ivvorn 'J’nree limes in One Day? 

A. If it wiil be any Satidadion, I took the Affidavits and read tliem, and made Columns for 
the Dates v/heii they were fvvorn, and I entered the* Perfons Names who fworc under the Date, for 
the l\M])ole of feeing what Affidavits were fworn while I was at Lucknow, and I really do not recol- 
Jcvd any i 'liing tliat Itruek me upon theSubjeft. I do remember, now it is mentioned, there was a Man 
wfio Iwoie mure than once ; but tlic cliicf Objcel: of looking at the Affidavits, was to fee which were 
I l..ucknow. 1 was afraid 1 had made a Miftake ; but I am not furc whether I have or no. 

ki^^as exafuined as to the 'idme I took the Affidavit of the Rannee at Ramnagur. According to 
Vfli^j^eculkeliun, as I Itood at the Bar, I fliould have laid I took it in my Way to Calcutta, in 
luyv^l^v from Ramnagur; but I lee now, I niutl have taken it in my Way from Benares to 

You mull have made a Miftake when you faid you read them, and claflTcd them accord- 
ing to Date ? 

A. 1 certainly did read 
Satuiday or bill Sunday. 

(Y But you laid, by Miflake, you read them at the Time? 

A. I certainly meant to fay no fuch Thing; if 1 have, I am very forry for it, it was a very 

grols Miflake. 

1'hc fcdlowing Q^cftlon, and Part of the Anfvver thereto, were read by the Clerk. 

“ Do you mean to fav, That you were not ftruck at the Time by the Circumftances of a 
Pei foil being Iworii Three Times in One Day? 

“ A. If It will be any Satisfaftion, I took the Affidavits and read them, and made Columns for 
the Dates when they were fworn.’* 

The Wltncfs faid, 

What I mcMiu by that was, 'I'hac I took the Affidavits for the Purpofe of reading them laft 
Saturday, and diviciing the Columns on that Paper. 

Do you mean laft Saturday you made the Columns? 

A. I mean laft Saturday. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they had afkcd the Witnefs, Whether, at 
tlic Time he was at Lucknow, he was ftruck with the Circumftancc of a Perfon fwear- 
ing Three Times in One Day? Ilis Anfvver to which was. That if it would be any 
Sarisfadion, he would lell how he took them, and deferibed the Manner; which they 
underllood lie ftated with refped to thofe he took at Lucknow, and that he read them 
at that Time. 

The Witnefs faid. 

It is impoffible I could me.in that. 

The Moule obferved, that the Mift^hc might eafily be explained. That in the 
(^leftion put by the Managers, the Words at the Time’* were not inferted, but 
in the (^ertion as put by the Houfe, thefe Words at the Time** were inferted, un- 

derftanding 


tlicm ; but I did not read them with Accuracy. I think it was laft 
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fstadTfhe a=rk. ''Kat'?- «=.'h«fo.'. mfer^ed i„ ,l.o 

non put by the Manager, and not as put by^thc Houft!" ” “ ‘8= Qajf- 

Q. Whether you was not at Lucknow ftruck wirh fla» r:-,.., a r ^ . 

Thae Times a Day ? Circumftance of One Man being fworn 

To that ^uedion I think I before anfwered ; I .lid not rccolleft, nor do I now recollea that 
J oblcrved any thing upon that C.rcumftance at the Time. When I was aiked whether 

fevcral Times examined before me. I laid, that by putting the fevcral Affidavits in Colon ns 


Q, Whether, for any thing within your Knowledge. Mr. Ilaftings might not have withheld and 
fupp'cffid any of the Affidavits he thought proper, which you brought from Lucknow ? 

A. Molt undoubtedly he might have done it. 

j*’°**^ Affidavits by you, was not to furniffi a Ground for 
Mr. Hailings s Defence, for Adts done and to be done ? 

A. It certainly was ; I did not conceive he would fubtraft any of them. It certainly was as a 
Juaification -, I did not fuppofe him to be a Man fo fiilpccTed, that I could not truft the Affidavits 
I took, to be put into his Hands •, I did not fulpeft he would fupprefs them, or any of them or 
put any others in tiieir Room. They certainly were for his Jullification, and if I had I'uppofed 
fuch Sufi>icions would have been entertained of Mr. Hallings, or if I had had Inch Sufpicions of 
him, I moft undoubtedly would not have delivered them to him in that Manner. 

The Objedt of thefe Affidavits being the Juftification of Mr, Hallings, and undertaken by 
your Advice, whether you would have adviled Mr. HafUngs to inlert in his juftification. Affid.ivits 
that made againft his own Caufe ? 

A. As an honefl Man, I fhould have adviftd Mr. Haftings to tell the Story truly and faithful' 
as it was, and to infert thofe Affidavits that contained the Fadls, whether they made for him 
againll him. * 



Then do you know, why Hoolas Roy*s Affidavit does not appear, or his F.xaminat^ 

A. I was before allced about Hoolas Roy. 1 hiw upon a Memorandum I had fiom fm, Middle- 
ton, this Entry, ‘‘ Hoolas Roy orderetl to Chunar that is all I know of Hoolas Roy, Whether 
Hoolas Roy ever came to Chunar, whether lloil.is Roy’s Affidavit was ever taken, or it Hoolas 
Roy's Affidavit was taken, why it was not pubhihed by Mr. Hallings with thercll, I do not know. 


Do you not admit, that tlic Fadl: of the Begum's having faved Captain Gordon was upon the 
Face of it, a Circumllancc very mucli in her Favour 

A. If it is any Satisfaftion that I ffiould give my Opinion, that naked Circumllance certainly was. 

Q. Had you any Converlation with Captain Gordon, or Colonel Hannay, why that Faft was 
fupprefled in their Depofitions ? 

A. I do not know that Fadl was rupprefled, I therefore could have no Converfation with them 
upon the Subjeft, why it was fuppreffid : I verily believe 1 had Convcrlations with Major Hannay 
and Mr. Middleton, upon the Subjedt of their Affidavits, but not upon that particular Circumllancc. 
I do not know, whether at that Time I Ik d heard that Circumllanrc alluded to or no : I have not any 
certain Knowledge that I had Converlation with them upon the Subjed, but I really believe I h.id, be- 
caufe, it was natural, that I ffiould. I do not rccolledl any particular Convcrfalion.s, but I verily believe 
1 had Converfations ; if 1 was obliged to fwear one Way or other, it would be that I had Conver- 
rations *, but 1 cannot iccolleft what thofe Converfations were : In the Tent, dining with the 
Officers, upon the Occafibn of going to take their Affidavits, that being one Objedl of my coming 
to Lucknow, it is moft exceedingly improbable that that ffiould not have been the Subjedt of 
Converfation. 


tmmmL) You have been alkcd your Opinion upon that Tranfadlion relating to Cap- 
tain Gordon: Whether you would have formed the fame Opinion of it if you had known the 
TranfaAion had taken place, after the Begums were informed of the Succefs of tlicBriiiffi Arms 
againft Cheit Sing ? 

A. I really am embarrafled in giving Opinions upon Subjedls, which the Houle can give bet- 
ter Opinion upon. 


The Houfe obferved it was no Evidence. 

Q. {h a Manager.) In the Converfation you had with Mr. Haftings before you left Calcutta, re- 
fpcftmg his Intention againft Cheit Sing, whether Mr. Haftings made you any Communication of 
his Sufpicion of the Difaffedlion or Mifcoi^dudt of the Begums ? 

A. The Converfation I alluded to in a Part of the Iwidencc before the Houfe of Commons, 
was a Converfation with Mr. Haftings before he left Calcutta. I do not recollcft hearing from Mr. 
Haftings, or any other Perfon at that Time, that the Begums were in Rebellion. 

10 F 


Whethei 
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Whether you know, or ever knew, of any Caufe of pcrfonal private Enmity between Mr. 
Haftings and the Begums ? 

A. f never heard it fuggefted. I had underllood, and all I believe that I had heard upon 
the Subjeft was, that Mr. Haftings had proteded the Begums when the Nabob had made an At. 
tempt to feize their Treafure, foon after 1 came to Calcutta. 

CounfeL) Whether you had not heard, from Report, of the Difaffeftion of the Begums, prior 
to your going to Lucknow ? 

A. I cannot pofitivcly fay whether I had or notj whether the Begums Names arc mentioned in 
the Letter I received from Mr. Haftings in going up, I cannot tell ; he certainly mentions Troubles 
at Fyzabad ; but he mentions nothing, that I know of, of the Begums. All I colle<fted on the Sub< 
jc(ft is from that Letter I received from Mr. Haftings. 

Q. I think I heard it faid, the Begums were not mentioned in the Letter from Mr. Haftings to 
Mr. Middleton, dated the 15th of November 1781 ? 

A. I am alluding to a Letter I myfelf received from Mr. Haftings before I faw him. 

I underftood, in a former Examination, you faid you had been acquainted with the Con- 
tents of a Letter of the 15th of November 1781 ; in that Letter mention was made of Levies of 
Horfc and Foot openly made at Fyzabad, both by the Begums and Cheyt Sing’s Agents j was 
that prior to your going up to Lucknow ? 

A. Prior to my going up to Lucknow, but not prior to my having Converfation with Mr. 
Haftings. 

My Quertion is, whether you had heard of it prior to your going to Lucknow ? 

A. There can be no doubt about it 5 1 ftated the Converfation. 


Q. (by a Lord,) I underftand you to have depofed, that you founded the Opinion you gave 
lyir. Haftings, of the Propriety and Legality of the Nabob’s fcizing the Treafure of the Begums, 
the Faft of a fuppofed Rebellion, that either did then exift, or had cxifted, a Rebellion of 
Begums againft him the Nabob ; have I rightly underftood you ? 

Undoubtedly, with regard to the Nabob’s Right of fcizing the Treafure, as there was a Re- 
bcUioH^jainft him, I looked upon that as attaching the Nabob’s Right to feize them. 


Am I to underftand that you confidcred the fuppofed Intention, or overt Afts, if there 
were any overt Afts, in the Begum, to aflift Cheyt Sing, as an Aft of Rebellion againft him the 
Nabob? 

A. No-, but what I had likewife heard was, that the Begums had an Intention of taking Advan* 
tage of thofc Troubles, for the Purpofc of railing Saadit Ali to the Mufnud, inftead of the Vizier. 


(by a Lord.) Did you mean that fuch Rebellion of the Begums againft the Vizier diflblvcd 
the Guarantee of the Englilh ? 

A. I do not rccollcft having ever faid any Thing about a Guarantee. 


Q. I underftood you to have faid, if the Begum was in Rebellion againft the Nabob Vizier, the 
Nabob Vizier would be juftified in fcizing the Treafures j whether that would abfolve the Com- 
pany from their Guarantee ? 

A. I could mean no fuch a Thing •, for, to the beft of my Rccollcftion, at that Time I never 
h.id heard of a Guarantee at all. 


Do you know any Thing of a Guarantee now ? 

A. Nothing more than I have learned in the Courfe of the Proceedings againft Mr. Haft- 
ings. 

Then the Opinion you [gave to Mr. Haftings, was upon the Suppofition that there was no 
Guarantee ? 

A, It was upon no Suppofition of a Guarantee at all i I know nothing of a Guarantee i and 
therefore I had not a Guarantee in Contemplation. 

^ Do you undcjftand that the Guarantee was purchafed by the Payment of Thirty Lacks, and 
relinquifhing a Debt of Twenty- five Lacks ? 

A. What I have heard of a Guarantee, has been from the Evidence that has been delivered be- 
fore the Houfe. 

Q,T hen y^u gave that Opinion, not knowing of a Guarantee ? 

A. Certainly. 

(by the Mana^^ers,) Did Mr. Haftings nor, in fomc Stage of this Bufinefs, confult you, 
with rclpcft to the Legality and Propriety of the Proceedings againft the Begums h 

A, I have ftated, in my Evidence, here, and before the Houfe of Commons, all the Conver- 
lation upon that Subjeft that I remember ; If that is underftood to be a Confultation with me upon 
the Subjeft, I had that Confultation but I have not the lead Rccollcftion of Mr. Haftings having 
confultcd me upon the Subjeft before or after. 


Then, 
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Q. Then, at the Time Mr, Haflings had thcfc Convcrfations, or Confultations, did he ever 
inform you of the Exiftcnce of this Guarantee, or of any Guarantee ? 

Mr* H j ^ A Subjeft Matter, polTibly, might be a Reafon 

why Mr. Haftings did not j for I underftood, that what is called a RcWlion; had Two mS 
the One was, to advance her Son, SaaditAli, to the Prejudice of the Vizier j the other wa Sc 
Extirpation of the Englilh j both thole Objefts I underftood. 

Q. Then your Anfwer is, that Mr. Haftings did not inform you of the Guarantee ^ 

A. No, not as I remember. 

a Whether you have not afligned one Motive of the Rebellion, to be a Defirc to raife her Son, 
Saadit All, to the Mufnud, in the room of the Nabob ? 

A. I certainly heard that Report. 

Did you believe it ? 

A. I had no Grounds not to believe it ; I certainly did believe it at the Time ; I heard nothincr 
to contradiA it : With regard to Saadit Ali, I have heard that Saadit Ali himlelf was difinclined to 
the Englilh : I remember this Circumftance } Mr. Haftings mentioned that to me j and afterwards 
told me, he thought Saadit Ali had purged that, by having taken Care of the wounded Prifoners 
that Mr. Haftings had committed to him. 

Q. Whether you ever heard, that Saadit Ali was the Son of the Beeum ? 

A TL 1 II' 111. I I /»« -kv,. > . 


A, 

or not, 


. I have heard him called the Brother of the Nabob i whether he was the Son of the Begum 
ot, I do not know. ° 


O. Do you not know that he was not the Son of the Begum ? 

A, I do not know that he was the Son of the Begum. 

Q. Have you not heard that he was not the Son of the Begum .’ 

A. I may have heard it.— I do not recoiled I ever did. 

Q. Whether you chofc to advife upon the State of a Family of which you knew fo 

A. I have not advifed upon the State of the Family at all, nor do I know that I gave any Advice 
with refpeft to the State of the Family. 

Q. Did you not think it of Importance with refpeft to the Credit of the Report of the Begum’s 
Intention of Jetting up Saadit Ali, indead of the Vizier | whether Saadit Ali was her own Son, 
or whether he was only the Son of her Hulband ? * 

A. I take it for granted Saadit Ali was not the Son of the Begum ; but I really thought, till 
this Examination had palTcd, he was the Son of the Begum. With regard to the Credit to be 
given to the Report, I did nocat all doubt the Report, and therefore 1 did not go to Circuniftanccs 
to weigh the Credibility of it. 

Whether Mr, Haftings afligned to you in any Convcrfatlon, as a Reafon for his having a 
better Opinion of Saadit Ali, the Care he took of the wounded Prifoners ; whether he confidcrcd 
that as doing away the (uppofed Difalfcdion he had to the Englilh ? 

A. To the belt of my Opinion, I believe fomething of that Kind did pafs. 

I fpcak of Mr. Haftings’s Opinion ? 

A. I fpcak of Mr. Haftings’s Opinion, 

Do you know at what Period it was, Saadit Ali was fuppofed to take Care of the Prifoners ? 

A. I underftood they were Ibmc Prifoners Mr. Haftings could not take care of, being obliged 
to retire to the Fort at Chunar, and I believe it was at that Time, 

Was it immediately after the AflFair of Benares ? 

A. I believe it was ; becaufe within thcfc Four or Five Days I have read the Benares Narativc, 
and fomething of that Kind is mentioned in the Benares Narrative. 

Whether you was informed, that Saadit Ali had purged himfcif of the Defign of this Rc* 
bellion, which was fuppofed to be raifed in his Favour, how came you not to think that the Begum 
was likewife purged from her Share of it ? 

A. I do not know how to give an Account, why I did not think fo j I cannot give a Reafon why 
I did not. 


Did you underftand Saadit Ali had as much Treafurc as the Begums ^ 

A. §0 far from having Treafurc, as I underftood, he was provided with an annual Income from 
the Nabob, at the inftance of Mr. Haftings. 

Qi Did Mr. Middleton mention the Guarantee to you at Lucknow ? 

A. I have faid I knew nothing of it, till I heard it in the Courfc of this Bufincfsi Mr. Mid- 
dleton certainly did not ftate it. 

You ftate, that One Objeft of your Journey to Lucknow, was to alTift Mr. Middleton, or 
prevail upon him to be more alert in executing the Treaty of Chunar j was it foftated by you ? 

A. Not 
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A. Not to afTift him, but to prefs him to urge the Nabob to a complete Performance of the 
Treaty of Cluinar, chiefly with Reference to the Rcfumpiion of the Jaghieri. 

O. By what Means had you any Knowledge of the Articles of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

^ I liad a Copy of ihe'rrcaty in my Poflfeflion;; and if I had not, what I did with Mr. Middleton 
I could have done as well without; it was Amply to prefs him to get thefe Articles carried into Exe- 
cution by the Nabob, and my Knowledge of the Treaty had nothing to do with that. 

Had you any Motive to abftain from looking at the Copy of the Treaty of Chunar, which 

Mr. Haflings furnilhed you with ? r i t i. i- 

A. I certainly had not ; I read the Treaty of Chunar before I went up to Lucknow, I believe; 

I believe Mr, Haflings llicwcd it me almoft as foon as I faw him at Benares. 

As you read the Treaty of Chunar, how came you not to fee from that itfclf that there was a 
Guarantee to the Begums ? 

A. I poinbly might know ir, I do not recoiled I did ; I have fomc Doubts, becaufe I have no 
Recollection whether it is in the Treaty of Chunar. I hope you will excufc my Dcfcft of 
Memory, if, at the Diflance of lo Years, I do not recoiled fuch a Circumftancc in the Treaty of 
Chunar. 

It is not lo Years ago; you faid you did not know of the Guarantee till the Pro- 
ceedings here f 

A. 1 do n(;t know whether it is or is not in the Treaty of Chunar: It may make an Imprcflion 
upon the I loufc, that jt is in the Treaty of Chunar, which Imprcflion, with refped to my Evi- 
dence, will go beyond the Houfe ; I dcfire therefore, that it may be feen, whether, in point of Fad, 
in ilie Treaty of Chunar. 

(from a Lord.) You have laid, a Bramin with Water from the Ganges, in a brafs Bafon, fwcars 
^ffifoindoos i could fucli a Circumflancc happen without your Knowledge, when yon took the 

A. Pardon ; I do not underfland the Queftion. 

The Qiieflion put to you is, whether the Bramin could have attended with the Brafs 
Bafon, and the Ceremony have been performed at the 'Time, in the Manner the Hindoos are fworn, 
in your Prertnee, without your Knowledge ? 

A. I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, it could not; I do not apprehend it could, 1 do not 
believe it. 

(ly a Lord.) Can you recoiled, whether in that Converfation with Mr, Haflings, upon the 
Subjed of the Right of reluming the Jaghircs or feizing thcTreafurcs, Mr. Haflings informed you, 
the Begums were in adual Rebellion, or that the Rebellion had fubfided ? 

A. 1 have not fo accurate a Memory of the Converfation ; I do not fpeak from the Remembrance 
of the Words that pafled ; but I apprehend Mr. Haflings muft have referred to the Rebellion that 
had paffed, from the Circumftances. 

Suppofing it to have fubfided, do you mean that the Meafure Ihould not have been put into 
I'.xccution, afuT the Rebellion had fo fubfided ? 

A. I gave the Opinion of a Right attaching upon the Nabob, upon the Rebellion having adually 
cxifled, though not exifling at that Time; and that, from the Begums having been in Rebellion, 
the Right attached o;i him. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

I'he Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next proceed 
to that Pait of the Correfpondence which relates to the Cruelty, Imprifonment, and 
other fevere Methods, ufed to extort Confeflion, from the Miniftersof the Begums, of 
the Place where the Trcafurcs were concealed. 

Read, the following Letter from Captain Leonard Jacques, dated, Palace, Fyzabad, 
23CI February 1782, "to Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, from 
Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book, marked A, already delivered in. 

‘‘ To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ The iwo I'rifoners under my Charge, Bahr Ally Cawn, and jewar Ally Cawn, have repeat- 
edly reprefented to me the Hardfhips they fuftcr by their long Confinement, 

“ 1'hcy have this Day informed me of their bein^ advifed, in your Letter, of a Deficiency in 
the Sale (»f ihc Aniclcs lent to Lucknow, as Part ot the flipulatcd Sum to be fenc by them. 

“ As tlic Sum drficient has not been pointed out to them, they have requefted I would write 
you for that I'urpofe. 


« Anxious 
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« Anxious tb obtain their Enlargement, they have likewlfi- .v.. s r i 

immediately, with the Afllftance of their F.icnds, make up any Deficiency tha" Ty have Sn. 

** I have the Honour to be, 

44 g|p 

re- a “ Servant^ 

Febt 23d 1782. (Signed) Leon^Jaqocs, 

Capt“ 2'**^ Bati" 20th Reg^ of Sepoys, 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they next propofed to read a Letter 
fiom the printed Papers in the Houfe of Commons, viz. a Letter figned Richard john-r 
foil, dated Lucknow. 27th February iyS2, and produced upon the Examination of 
Mr. Jaques, before the Houfe of Commons, 


The Counfel for the Defendant objeaed to any Letters, written by a Perfon who 
was attending and forthcoming, being read, without they were firft authenticated in a 
proper Manner. 


Then CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES was called in, and being fworn, was 
examined as follows : 

Q. Whether you rccollcft being examined by the Houle of Commons? 

A. Yes. 


Then feveral Papers were fliown to the Witnefs, and the following Queftion put to 
him : 

Look at thofe Papers, and fay, whether they arc authentic Copies ? 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted, that the Originals ought to be produced. 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, that the Originals were fupprelTed, and 
tended, that therefore the Copies were good Evidence; that they had been Ihewjj^Rtlie 
Witnefs, upon his Examination before the Houfe of Commons, and there amhenti- 
cated, by his faying, they were the Letters he wrote. 

The Counfel for the Defendant infifted, that before the Copies could be read, it was 
incumbent upon the Managers for the Commons to Ihew, that they had uled due 
Diligence to fearch for the Originals, 

The following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

What do you know about the Originals ? 

A, Some Letters were read to me in the Houfe of Commons} I anfwercd as well as I could, 
to the belt of my Judgement, tliat they appeared to me to be right. 

Q. Right ? in what Refpeft ? 

A. I judged that they were the fame Letters, as far as my Memory would fupport me, that 
pafled between Mr. Middleton, Mr. Johnfon, and me. 

What Knowledge had you of the original Letters ? 

A. During my Command at Fyzabad, while Baliar Ali Khan and jewar Ali Khan were Pii- 
foners, a Number of Letters were written by Mr. Middleton, and alter Mr. Middleton went to 
Lucknow, by Mr. Johnfon, to me, refpcifling the Prilbncrs, direding me how to aft. 

Q^ What became of thofe Letters ? 

A. I had not an Idea of ever being called upon to fay any thing about them, after I left In- 
dia : I do not know where they are I believe they are dellioycd. I have none of them : the Letters 
that came to me I did not keep; what they did with the Letters that came to them, I cannot tell. 

Q^ Firft of all, as to the Letters written to you, thofe Letters, you fay, were dcftroyetl ? 

A. ] did not deftroy them, till I w.is about to come from India. 

Q^ But in regard to the Letters you wrote Mr. Middleton, or to Mr, Johnfon, what do you fay ? 
A. 1 believe 1 can iccollcft the Tenor of all the Publick L-etters I wrote refpefting the Pnfoners. 

But you do not know what is become of thofe Letters. — Where is Mr. Johnfon ? 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that Mr. Johnfon was at Bengal; and ob- 
ferved the Objection taken was rather extraordinary, as the Defendant had admitted 
the Letters, in his Defence to the At tides prefen ted to tiie Houfe of Commons, and 
that the Counfel had already, in the Courfe of the Trial, withdrawn a fimilar Ob- 
jeftion. 
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The Counfel for the Defendant requeftcd, that the Managers would point out in 
what Part of the Defence the Letters in queftion were ad’mitted verbatim } if not, they 
objected to the Production of a Copy of Originals deftroyed, unlefs proved to be an 
authentick Copy of fuch Originals. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

In what Situation were you in January, February, and March, 1782? 

A. I commanded the 2d Battalion of the 20th Regiment of Sepoys Major Gilpin commanded 
the Regiment confiding of Two Battalions, which were ordered to march from Cawnpore, 1 
think, on the 22d or 23d of December 1781. We marched to Dalmohw, about 40 Cofs, or 80 
Miles. Our Route was intended to a Place called Sahlone, where, we were given to underftand, 
there were Dillurbanccs, and we were ordered to march there to fiipprcfs them. About a Day’s March 
after our Departure from Cawnpore, Major Gilpin received Orders to firike off from the Route 
to Sahlone, and march to Lucknow with all polfible Expedition. We marched to Lucknow m 
Two Days, and fcarce arrived with any Men. I fet off with about 500 Men, and marched To 
quick, the Orders being fo prcfilng, that I do not fuppofc 1 had 200 Men come up with me. Our 
Guns were like to have been left behind. , This was in confcqucnce of 

Wlien was you at Fyzabad in 1782 ? 

A. I arrived at Fyzabad the 8th of February 1782, with the 2d Battalion of Sepoys of the 20th 
Regiment. They relieved Major Naylor, who delivered the Prifoners Bahar Ali Cawn, and Jewar 
Ali Cawn, into my Charge, and another Pcifon, whofe Name I do not rccolleft, but, 1 think, it 
was Shumlhirc Cawn ; and gave me certain Infiruftions for my Condudl, direfting me to receive 
further I iflriiLtions from the licfident at Lucknow. 




What Inftruftions did the Rcfident fend you ; were they in Writing? 

A. Major Naylor gave me Inftruftions, and told me, for further Information, and any other In- 
‘uftions I might want, I was to receive them from the Kefidcnt at Lucknow, 


^ Did you receive Inftruftions from the Rcfident at Lucknow ? 

^ Thofc Letters which have been mentioned, compoled my inltrudions. 

{1 received them by Letter ? 



Were thofe Letters among the Papers, you fay were deftroyed before you left India ? 

A. Thofc Letters, as I conceived they would not be wanted, 1 did not think it worth while to 
keep. 

They were deftroyed ? 

A, They were deftroyed. 


Q. What were thofe Inftruftions, according to your Memory? 

A. One was, that 1 loolas Roy was to have free Accefs to the Prifoners, to ufc every Means that 
appeared to him rcquifitc for inducing them to pay the Balance of 12 Lacks of Rupees out of 
the Sum of 55 Lacks, which, I was given to undcritand, were to be paid : 43 Lacks I met upon 
the Road, as 1 was marching. 

That was the Inftruftions you received in thofc Letters from ihcRefidcnt ? 

A, Part of the Inftruftions. 


Do you recollccl any other Inftruflions you received, on or about the 27th of February 1782, 
from Mr. Johnlbn ? 

A. 1 cannot charge my Memory with the Time, when Mr. Middleton left Lucknow, and Mr. 
Johnfon aded in his Room; but I was Four Months there, and received Inftrudtions both from 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon. 

Did you receive particular Inftruftions from Mr. Johnfon, concerning thofe 12 Lacks of 
Rujiees you Ipokc of before ? 

A. I did. 


What were the Inftrudtions you received from Mr. Johnfon refpefling thofe 12 Lacks ? 

A. 1 arn not certain they were from Mr. Johnfon ; I am inclined to believe it was Mr. Middle- 
ton, that wrote me Diicvftions to put them in Irons, in confequcncc of their not making good the 
Payment*, I am not furc whether Mr. Johnfon or Mr. Middleton, but I believe it was Mr. Mid- 
dleton. 

Were they put in Irons in confcqucnce ? 

A. They were, 

Q. Did you receive Dircflions from Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon, to keep them from Food; 
Had you any other Direftions from Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon, bcfidcs thpfe you men- 
tioned ? 

A. I had many different Letters, which gave me many Parts of my Information, of which my 
Memory fails me now*, but with regird to Food, I never had any Dircilions to keep it from them. 

* 8 Qi Can 
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a Can you iKolka »hat panWar Inttruffion! ym had, »ith ttgard to tk Trealmem of tholS 
Fnfoncrs m all other Refpeas, bcfidcs that of putting them in Irons ? 

A, I recollcft after they had been in Irons lome Time, they complained to me of being very un- 
well, «id they d^Iircd I would apply to the Rcfident.for their Irons to be taken off for a little 
Time, for their having taken fome Medicine-, the Refident did not think proper they Ihould, 
bccaufc they could have paid the Balance, and then they would have been relealed altogether. 


Then the Irons were not taken off upon that Account ? 
A. They were not. 


Can you rccolledl: any other Orders for the particular Treatment of thofe Prifoners ? 

A. I believe that was the moft particular Partj there arc a Number of Things that have efcaped 
my Memory. 

How were they fed, how lodged, how were they with Regard to Company coming to 

them ? 

A. I was not prevented from letting their Company come to them, but Hoolas Roy, who 
was to tranl'adt the Bufinefs moftly with them, was to give me Information of any Peribn that ap- 
peared to be improper to be allowed to go to them. 

Q. What Number of Servants had they to attend upon them? 

A. I fhould fuppofc not Icfs than Forty or Fifty •, a great Number. 

Were any Perfons prevented Accefs to them at any Time? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory tfiat any one was prevented going to them, as none, that I re- 
colleft, appeared to me fufpicious : What I mean by Sulpicion was, any JVople that appeared in 
Arms, or gave me Reafon to fufpeil their attempting to overfet my Endeavours. 


You have Rated an Application made to relieve them from the Irons : Do not you Rate, tlicj 
md be < 


would DC equally fafe without their Irons as with them ? 

A. I have no Doubt of it. 

Whether there were any Direflions, befides thofe you have fpoken of, which were Dij^mons 
for not taking off the Irons *, had you any Dircitions for any other Severities 
upon them, beyond thofe ? 

A. I do not rccolleft that I had ; I have fome flight Idea, very flight indeed, regarding more 
Irons, but I beg leave to decline anfwering, whether 1‘uch a Thing was wrote to me or not j how 
that Matter was, I cannot tell. 


Do you know whether, in point of Faft, they were charged with more Irons ? 

A. They were not ever to my Knowledge : Bahar Ali Cawn, and Jowar Ali Cawn, had only 
a Pair each j I do not know whether Shumlhire Cawn had. 

Had you more Irons than you ufed ? 

A. I ordered the Smith of the Battalion to make the Irons. 


You received none, then, from Mr. Johnfon *, but you ordered them to be made yourfclf, 
in ConfeqUence of his Direflions ? 

A* None. 

Q. How long were they kept in this Durance ? 

A. Really 1 cannot tell \ I believe, during my Time, about a Month : I was there Four 
Months, frpm February to June j near Four Months. 

Qj Do you recoiled any CircumRancc relating to the Prifoners being threatened with the Accu- 
fation of their b cing concerned with Bulbudder Sing ? 

A. I was informed that the Refident faid, they had been concerned with Bulbudder Sing, 

Q. Were they threatened with that Imputation ? 

A. I told them of the Refident’s Letter, that there were fucb Surmifes againR them, which 
they denied. 

What was the Situation of the Women of the Khourd Mahl, while you was at Fyzabad ? 

A. I have great Reafon to believe they were greatly diRrcflid for want of Provifion. 


Then the following Extraft was read from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A . already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 109 of the fame. 

“ Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

** Sir, 

The Women belonging to the Khourd Mhal, complain of their being in Want of every Ne- 
ceffary of Life, and arc at laR drove to that Defperation, that they at Night get on the lop of 
the Zenanah, make a great Diflurbance, and laR Night not only abufed the Centineb poRed in the 
Gardens, but threw Dirt at themi they threaten to throw themfelvcs from the Walls of the 
Zenanah, and aJfo to break out of it« 

“ Humanity 
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Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of this Matter, and to requeft to know, if you have any 
Direftion to give me concerning it. 

I allb beg Leave to acquaint you, I fent for Letaflit Ally Cawn, the Cojah, who has the 
Charge of them j who informs me their Complaint is well grounded j that they have every 
Thing they had, even to the Cloaths from their Backs, and now have no Means of cxifting. * 

“ iinclofcd I tranfmit you a Letter from Monatoll on the Subjeft, 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

Palace, Fyzabad, Your moft obed. hblc Scrv*, 

March 6th, 1782, (Signed) Leo'* Jaques, Captain 

2** Bate" 20 Rcg‘ of Sepoys.” 

” Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir, 

“ I beg Leave to addrefs you again, concerning the Women in the Khourd Mhalj their Beha^ 
viour laft Night was lo furious, that there feemed the greateft Probability of their proceeding 10 
the utmoft Extremities, and that they would either throw themlelves from the Walls, or force the 
Doors of the Zenanah .— *1 have made every Enquiry concerning the Caufe of their Complaints, and 
find from Letaffic Ally Cawn, that they are in a ftarving Condition, having fold all their Cloaths and 
Ncccflarics, and now have not wherewithal to fupporr Nature; and, as my Inllrudtions arc quite 
iilcnt on this Head, Ihould be glad to know how to proceed in calc they were to force the Doors of 
the Zenanah, as I lufpcrt it will happen, Ihould no Subfilkncc be very quickly lent to them. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 

March yih 1782. Your moft obd* humble Servant, 

(Signed) Lco^* Jaques, Capt". 

“ 2^ Batt" 20“* Reg* of Sepoys.” 

alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Book, beginning at Page 117 of 

fame. 

Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 

I arrWkfircd by the Two Prifoners, Bar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, to inform you they 
have this Day received a Statement of Accounts from Mr, Johnfon, in which they fay, char, ex- 
clufivc of the Jewels lent as Part Payment of the ftipulated Sum of Fifty-five Lacks of Rupees, 
they arc credited for the Sum of P'orty-fivc Lacks Forty*fivc thouland fix hundred and one Ru* 
pees. 

‘‘ They carneftly requeft that the Jewels may be valued by Four or Five eminent Merchants, 
Miifiulmen and Hindoos, upon Oath; and that after this may be done, whatever Balance may ap- 
pear againft them, they will immediately get their Friends to advance for them. 

“ They have likcwifc requeftedmeto reprefent to you their diftrefled Situation, in being fo long 
and clofc confined, with the Hopes of your taking their Cafe into Confidcration, expediting the 
Matter as much as in your Power. They alfo requell tne to inform you, the Sufpicions Mr. 
Johnfon feems to entertain of them refpefting Bulbuddcr, is without Foundation ; that they have 
no Kind of Intercourfe, either dircftly or indircdly, with him ; and that they (lake their Lives upon 
the moft diftant Proof of it being brought ; alfo, that it would give them great Satiifadlion to find 
he was either taken or dcftroyctl. 

1 have the Honour to be, 

“ Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 

March 13th 1782. Your moft obed* humb® Servant, 

(Signed) Leo^ Jaques, Captaip 

2^ Batt" 20 Reg* ot Seapoys.” 

Read, alfo, the following Extrafl from the fame Book, beginning at Pa^e 127 of 
the fame. 

Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Sir, 

I was laft Night honoured with your Letter of the 19th irjftant ; and have, agreeable to your 
Orders, put the Prifoners Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn in Irons. 

I have rhe Honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Palace, Your moft obed* humble ServS 

March 2 ill 178a. (Signed) Leo** Jaques,^ Capt" 

2 * Batt" 20 Reg* of Sepoy s.** 

** Natli‘ Middleton Efquire, Refiderit at the Vizier’s Court, 

** Sir, 

I am favoured with your’s of the 271b inftant ; and cannot Ijiclp informing you, that I think 
myfelf hardly ufed, in not being allowed fo trifling a Contingence as my BiH you is for> 
however, I am nevcrthelcfs obliged to you for lerting me know wJiat I have to expe^ .as 1 (hall of 

8 Courfe 
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OwiribUDiw^^ftlutge tfll 'tlic ^«i«>rdinafy People, which uiy Ticlicacy artS Keal tbr Bolng the 
•Du^.Iiwn upon, to Che Satisl^ioA of thein Who ordered tne upon it, induced me to enter into. 
You -will theiefore confitfcr. Sir, that I cannot any longer pay Women to examine the Doolies 
;froin the Rafs end Khourd Mahts ; of Courft none will be allowed to go out till I have your fur- 
ther Dir^ions how to proceed. Doolies unexamined will take out Valuables, which my Orders 
arc politively intelligence I can have none, as no Allowance will be matte me for it i 

and fliWild any Accident happen, the Blame will not be mine, but thofe who are fo fuaring of a 
Trifle. 

** 1 have been at fome other trifling Expences, fuch at a Moonfey to read, write, and explain 
any Letter to and from the Prifoners, to and from Jerrour Sing, the Aumil of Nabob Gunge, 
and the Aumil of Oude, &c. Extra Stationary, and not neceflary, were I not on a lcp.iratc 
Command ; Candles, Oil, fltc. for Guards, which fhouid have no Occaflon to lupply, were it not 
for my Command. 

“ The praftifing my People with Ball Cartridges, I am furc, was abfolutely necclTtry, as Fifty 
of my Men were the utmoll in Number who had ever fired one until I came here: And 1 had 
every Rcafon to believe, from the Caution ufed by Major Naylor, when I relieved liini, that I 
ihould meet with Trouble; and, being only Half his Number, and no Guns, it was furcly tny 
Duty to have my People in the bell Condition to defend thcmfclvcs if Occafioh required ; and I 
am lure the Sum charged by me for this, is not Half what it would have coft the Company to 
have fupplied my Battalion from any of the Magazines. 

** Yqu have alto ordered me to put tlw Prifoners in Irons—that I have done; yet, bs I have 
no Bufinefs to purchale Fetters, or fupply them any other Way, it is but reafonable that you 
Ihould order me to be reimburfed. But why fbould I add any 1 hing more ? A late Commander 
at this Place, I am told, draws near as many Thoufands, Monthly Contingencies, as my trifli^ 
Bill is for Hundreds. However, if you cannot get my Bill paid, be fo obliging as return it, a.^ 
give me an Opportunity of declaring to the World, that 1 believe I am tiv nrft Officer \njj 0 
Honourable Company’s Service who has fuffered in his Property by an indcjicndant Commai^rf; 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, jf 

“Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, ^ 

March 30th, 1782. Your moft obedient humble .Servant, 

(Signed) Leo'. Jaques, Captain, 

Commanding at Fyzabad.” 


Whether this l.etter. Hating you had put the Prifoners in Irons, does not mean, you had put 
them a Second Time in Irons. Do you recoiled that Letter 

A. 1 do recoiled it. 

When it fpeaks of putting in Irons, does it mean putting a Second Time in Irons ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory wiih their having been put in Irons before i they might be, by 
Major Naylor, 

Were they in Irons when they were delivered over to you i 

A. No, not to the bell of my Memory. 

What does the Examination of Doolies, in the Khourd Mahls, mentioned in this Paflage, 
refer to, “ You will therefore confider, Sir, that I can no longer pay Women to examine the 
Doolies from the Rhafs and Khourd Mahls Do you know what is meant by that Exami- 
nation ? 

A. My Orders were to guard againfl the Treafures being taken out of the Zenana| and carried out 
of the Kclla ; they have a Sort of Carriage that the Women arc carried in, covered ; I was or- 
dered to have thofe examined, to prevent the Money being carried out of the Ztnana to the Begum, 
who was at her Houle without the Gates. 

Q. “ Doolies unexamined will take out Valualjles,” you fay — Did you, or your Soklicra, when 
youTound the Women taking out Valuables from the Khourd Mahl, teize thofe Valuables ? 

A. No. 

% 

Q. Were aiiy of thofe Carriages feized ? 

' A. None, during my Command. 

Qj_ Did you not furround the Khourd Mahl with Soldiers and other Perfons, to prevent their 
carrying the Valuables from thence ? 

A. Every neceCTary Care was taken to prevent any Thing extraordinary going out ; Cloaths and 
othet Things, not Valuables, were allowed to go ; Jewels and Money ot confiderabte Value, wete 
not allowed to be carried out. 

Q. You paid Women to examine thole Doolies t 
A. I did. 

Q. To your Knowledge, what Proceft or Mode Of Enquiry was carried on, refpediing the lop- 
poM Treafdn of the Mmifters, while tb<y were under your Guard ? 

A. Really I cannor fay. 
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Q. What did you confider them as confined for } what were they put into your Chai^ for i 

A. I always confidered them to be put into my Charge, principally to make them pay the 
Twelve Lacks that were due ; that was the principal Keafon. fifty-five Lacks was the SUm 
agreed to be paid ; only Forty-three were paid i and I was given to underftand Twelve Larh j 
remained due. 

Might not Hoolas Roy, or any of the Black Perfons you have meatiened, os having Accefi 
to the Prilbners, have ufed Tortures to them without your preventing them ? 

A. I do not believe it poffiblc : They were immediately under my Guard ( there were not le(s 
than 20- Centinels.->-The Place where they lie in hot Countries is open on one Sidej the Centiaels 
were clofe to them, and there could be none but what was by my Dire^ions. 

For what Purpofe was Hoolas Roy permitted to have Accefs to them ? 

A. To obtain Payment of the 12 Lacks and odd Rupees: There might be other Things, but 
that was what I underfiood was his principal Bufinefs. 

Was Shumfhire Cawn under your Charge ? 

A. He was. 

How long did ShumHiirc Cawn remain under your Charge ? 

A. I delivered Bahar, and jewar Ally Cawn, and Shumfhire Cawn, up to Major Gilpin, upon 
his marching with the other Battalion from Fayzabad. 

You received the other Two from Major Naylor} were not all the Three in your Cuflody 
the whole Time ? 

A. I received them all together. 

Did you know of any Enquiry being made into the paft Condu( 5 t of Shumfhire Cawn, while 
t^^der your Charge ? 

I do not ; there might be ; Hoolas Roy might queflion him about many Things } but not 
knofu to me, that I recoiled!. 

Qj^ Afc you quite fure that Shumfhire Cawn was in your Charge, as well as the other Prifuners? 

A. Sure of it ) I have no Doubt of it. 

In what Manner were you diredted to afford Relief to the Diflrefs of the Women who were 
in a ftarving Condition ? 

A. None, unlcfs 1 had chofen to give it myfelf. — I applied to the Refidcnt, reprefenting the 
Cafe; and he wrote me Word back, it was a Bufinefs the Englifh could have nothing to do with, 
dircdlly, or indiredlly. 

Do you underRand it was by Authority of the Refident, you placed a Guard round the Ze- 
nana P 

A. I relieved Major Naylor the 8th of February 1782, and of courfc my People relieved the 
Guards where Major Naylor had placed them : — As to the Women going out fingly, or Half a 
Dozen together, they might have gone out without being ftojjped. 

The Witnefs was dircflcd to withdraw. 

Then the follovving Extracts were read from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book A. al- 
ready delivered in, beginning at Page 100 of the fame Book. 

'* To Captain Jaques, — commanding the 2d Battalion, 20th Regiment. 

“ Sir, 

“ Hoolafs Roy, the Perfon appointed by the Nabobfor tranfafting the Bufinefs for which theTroops 
are required here, will hold conflant Communication and Intercourle with you ; and as he is inftruAed 
and acquainted with the belt Method to accomplifh this Bufinefs, Mr. Middleton requcRs implicit 
Attention be paid to what he m.ty, from Time to Time, reprefent refpedling the Prifoners, or the 
Bufinefs in which he is employed. In fhorr, as he is the Perfon nominated by the Nabob, be 
wlflu-s Hoolsfs Roy to be confidered in the fame Light as if he himfclf was prefent. 

One fubaiccrn Officer and a complete Body of Sepoys to mount as a Guard over the Prifoners 
Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, and dired!, that all Intercourle be (lopped between 
them and their Adherents, as alfo betwixt the Begum and the Zenanah, except fuch as is recom- 
mended by Hoolafs Roy. 

That you publifh to your Corps and Followers, that thc'y are not on any Account to go upon 
the Tops of the Buildings within the Kellah, as they overlook the 2 Iennanah ; and you likewile 
direfl, that the Sepoys or followers do not go into the Gardens of the Palace. 

*' The above is the Subfiance of the Inflrudlions which I received from the Refident, and 
which he defired 1 would communicate to you. 

*♦ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

" Camp, Fyzabad, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

February 8th 1782. (Signed) T. Naylor, MLajor, ‘ 

Commanding at Fysabad.** 

<* xo 
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^ following Eitra£(, from the ikindddok, beginning at Fage I05 


« Sir, 


« To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 


^ Begum has this Day fait to acquaint me, that the Servants fhe 
w * “it *"»"y of indifpofed, and that, as flic finds herfcif diftrefled 

1 *®®^*“* •11 Services, Ihe has requefted permiffion to have othcrt.from the Zenanah.— 
I itq^ you will inform me how I am to aft, and whether this can be granted i if it can, if there 
j*!r^ **i ^o^**s the Nabob wiflies to be taken from the ^nanah for this Purpofe. 

I have defired Moonalol to write to Hoolals Roy particularly on the Subjed, which Letter 1 now 
beg leave to enclofe you. 

“ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

« Fyzabad, Your moft obedient humble Servants 

February 18th, 1782. (Signed) Leo'* Jaques, Capt" 

1* Batt" aoth Reg' of Sepoys.” 


Sir. 


To Richard Johnfon Erquire, Refidcnt at the Viaier’s Court. 



« Enclofed, I beg leave to tranfmit you a Chit fent me by Lattafit Ally Khawn, Head 
Durogab of the Kourd Mhal, who has repreiented to me, that a Number of women who went 
into the Zenanah to lie their Relations, arc ready to lie-in, and wiih to come out ot the Zenan 
for that Purpofe. He has applied to me to order their Refealci but as I d^> not think 1 
authorized lb to do, from the Nature of the lnftru£lions received by me from Major Nay 
requeft your Inflrudions, how 1 am to a£f. 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, 

“ Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 

February a ifl, 1782. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Leo' Jaques, Captain 

ad Batt. aoth Reg. Sepoys,’* 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft from Page 133 of the fame Book. 

“ To Richard Johnlbn Elquire, Refidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 

Sir, 

« Enclofed I beg leave to tranfmit you a Letter from the Two Prifoners, Bar Ally Khawn, 
and Jewar Ally Khawn, in Anfwcr to One they received from you this Morning, which they 
would have not received had 1 not known it was from you, conceiving it was contrary to my In- 
ftruflions, which arc to prevent their having any Incercourfe with their Adherents. 

” 1 have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

“ Palace, Fyzabad, humble Servant, 

February zzd 1782. (Signed) Leo' Jaques, Capt" 

2* Batti 20''' Reg' of Sepoys.” 


Read, the following Extras from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book D, beginning at 
Page 6 of the lame. 

” Captain Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 

“ Sir, 

“ 1 have been honoured with your Letter of the 23d inftant; and enclofe an Anfwer to a 
Letter from your Prifoners. 

“ I alfo fend you an Account of the Money hitherto brought to their Credit, which be fo good 
as to explain to them : That by this Statement, Twelve Lacks are yet due upon the Fifty-five 
ftipulated, againft which the Jewels and remaining Bullion arc yet to be fet ofif, only eftimated 
by themiclvcs at Seven j but as the Sale of thefc will in all Appearance far exceed the Term of their 
Agreement, it would be better that they Ihould fend Money inflcad of them } in the mean Time, 
you may aflure them, that on the Day their Agreement expires, I (ball be indifpenfably obliged to 
recommence Severitfa upon them, until the laft Farthing is fully paid of the Agreement they have 
entered into. You may alfo mention to them, that I have reafon to fufpeft that the Commotions 
raifed by Bulbudder has not been without their, Suggeftions and Abetment; which if proved upon 
them, in Addition to the probable Breach of their' Agreement, will make their Situation very 
defperate. 

" The Ignorance they have pleaded to you of the Deficiencies in Produce of the Payments, is 
a vain Pretext, as not one Sicca Weight nas been dilburfed, without the previous Knowledge of 
their Agents here, 

« Lucknow. (Signed) Richard Johnfon.” 

37th Fcbi' 1782. 

Read, 
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Read, the foUowiojg BfqjcrA* alxc^dy ddlvereda^ bqi^iiig 

at Pag« 14 1 of the fame. 


Hichvd/Johnlon £%uii^y B^fideot at theynierU Cowt. 


“ Sir, 


“ I have this Day 4 )eenih(Moui|ed with your 'Xietter, under 'f>ate the tUtimo, ^nelujlng aa 
Account of the .net Produce.«f Bceeipta frexn thts^Piace, at Lucknow* i «s likewise your l«eteer, 
dated the ^6th ^Ultimo. >In confequenoe of your LeRer dated the ofth ’UkinK>, 'I hove aHowed 
the People >to pala out from the Khourd Mhal, >being'lirft properly Cammed, by aWYomm f 
found it neceflary to procure for this Furpofe. 

** 1 have, agceeable to your DeAif, Explained the Contents of your ^Letter to 'the PiUbneiy 
Bar Ally Cawn and jewar Ally Cawn, as likewife the Account*, in anlwet to which they htvt 
requeued me to inform you, that it will be entirely out of their Power to tranfmit Calh in the 
room of the Jewels alreatly lent, but that, when the Jewels may be fold, and a Balance Pruck of 
any Peficiency arifing from the Sole, they will, in the Courfe of a few Days, < 1 ^ permitted to go 
about among tlieir Frends, makeup this 'Deficiency. * ' ’ ' i 

They pofuively deny having any Hand in the Commotions raifed by Bulbudder, or that they 
carrry on any Kind of Corrcfpondcnce, or have any Intcrcourfc with hini or his Adherents v fo far 
from it, they have dcfiied me to acquaint- you, it ia their (Incere Wtfh he was eithf^ taken or 
deftroyed.” 

i . . ' ■ 

Read, the following Extrad, fipm Letter Book D. already delivered ut, 

^ Rage 1 6 of the fame. r 

** Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 
i*‘ Sir, • , 

received your Letter pf the 13th inftant. The Two Prifoners, Bahr and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, IvSving violated their written folemn Engagement with me, for the Payment of the Balance 
due to the Honourable Company, on the Nabob’s Aflignmenu accepted by them i and declining 
giving me any fatisfailory Afliiranccs on that Head, I am under the difagreeable Ncccflity of re- 
curring to Severities to enforce the faid Payment. This is therefore to defire, that you imme- 
diately caufe them to be put in Irons, and keep fo until I lhall arrive at Fyzabad, to take further 
Meafures as may be neceflfary. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed) . Nath' Middleton.” 

18th March 1782. 

Read, the following Extra£f from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book A. already deli- 
vered in, beginning at Page 165 of the fame. 



“ Sir, 


“ Nathaniel Middleton EfquirCj Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court. 


“ Allow me the Honour of informing you, that the Place, the Prifoners Bar Ally Cawn, and 
Jewar Ally Cawn arc conlincd in, is become fb very unhealthy from the Number obliged to be on 
Duty in fo conlincd a Place, at this hot Seafon of the Year, and fo fituatcd that no Redudtioa can 
with Propriety be made from their Guard, it being at fuch a Diftance from the Battalion. 

“ I lhall be glad of your PermilTion to remove them to a Houfe more contiguous to the 
Battalion Lines, and where they will be in more Security, with One-third of the Number, 
than they are at prclent. ‘ 

“ I am alfo to inform you, that fome Nights' ago, I found it necelTary to march the Half of my 
People off Duty to prevent a Set of Thieves plundering the Out-lkirts of the Town, of which 
they foon had Notice, and ran otf without having done any other Harm than wounding of the Mul- 
vah’s People. In confequence of this, and yogr Orders to render the Nabob’s Officers what 
Afliftance I could, I have ordered Rounds to go during the Night over the different Parts of the 
Town, where it appears to me there is any Likelihood of their being troublcfome. This, I flatter 
myfclf, will have the intended Elfeifl, as 1 have not heard any Thing of them (uice my Rounds 
have gone. I am alfo to lequefi you will inform me, if what 1 have done in this Forticulw is to 
your Wilh. 

“ I have the Honour to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Palace, Fayzabai^ (Signed) Leo** Jaques Captain, 

April zjd 17^2. Commanding at Fyvabad.” 

The Witners was tlireded to withdraw. 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Martis^ 27 * Maij 1788 . 


T H E Lords Being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would proceed with 
the Correfpondence between Mr. Middleton and Captain Jaques, previous to the Crofs 
Examination of Captain Jaques by the Counfel for the Defendant. 

Read, the following Letter, from Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton, da 
1 8th of May 1782, from Book A, already delivered in, beginning at Page 8 
fame. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton ’Efquirc, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ The Prifoners Bar and jewar Ally Khawn, who feem to be very fickly, have requefted their 
Irons might be taken o(F for a few Days, that they might take Medicine, and walk about the Gar- 
den of the Place where they are confined, to aflift the Medicine in its Operation. Now, .as I am 
furc they would be equally as fecure without their Irons as with them, I thii..c it my Duty to 
inform you of this Requeft, and defire to know your Pleafure concerning it. 

“ I have the Honour to be. Sir, 

your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Palace, Fyzabad, May 18, 1782. (Signed) “ Leo'* Jaques, 

Captain commanding at Fyzabad." 

i 

Read, from Book D, already delivered in. Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to Captain Jaques, dated Lucknow, aadMay 1782, beginning at Page 47 of the 
fame Book. 

“ To Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 

“ I am forry it is not in my Power to comply with your Propofal of eafing the Prifoners, for a 
few Days, of their Fctteft. — Much as my Humanity may be touched by their Sufferings, 1 (hould 
think it inexpedient to afford them any Alleviation, While they perfift in a Breach of their Contraft 
with me; and, indeed, no Indulgence could be (hewn them without the Authority of the Nabob, 
who, inflead of confenting to moderate the Rigours of their Situation, would be moll willing to 
multiply them. 

“ Lucknow, (Signed at the End) Nat** Middleton, Refid', See." {a) 

the 22d May iyS 2 . 

Reid, Extract of a Letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton, dated the 25th 
May 1782, from Book A, already delivered in, beginning at Page 14 of the fame. 

“ Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Rifidcnt at the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Hoolals Roy went to the Prifoners lail Night, immediately after hc>fhewed ipe your Letter: 
The Occafion for which I conceive there was no Reafon, as he or inf other Perfon fent by you, 
or the Nabob, would have been allowed to go to the Prifoners whenever they pleafed i and as to 



(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXIIt. 
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eafing the I’rifoners of their Fetters, it is a Matter of the greateft Indifference. I only, in confe- 
quence of their repeated Applications, acquainted you thereof, as I did not think I ought to do 
any I hing in the Matter, of Courfe thought it my Duty to inform you of their Requeft. 

“ On the Arrival of Major Gilpin, 1 Aall attend minutely to your Inflruftions in delivering up 
tlic Charge of the Killah and Prifoners, and every Inftruction I have received.” (a) 

[At the End] 

“ Fyzabad, Leonard Jaques, 

May 25th 1782. Captain commanding at Fyzabad.” 


Reid, the following Letter from Nath. Middleton to Captain Jaques, dated the 
2 2d May 1782, from Book D. already delivered in, beginning at Page 48 of the 
fame. 

“ To Captain Leonard Jacques, commanding at Fayzabad. . 

“ Sir, 

“ I have fent a MefTagc through Hoolas Roy to the Prifoners Bahr and Jowar Ally Cawn — Be 
pleafcd to give Orders that he be permitted to have Accefs to them to deliver it. 

“ Lucknow, “ I am. Sir, 

22d May 1782. Your moft obedient, humble Servant.” 

(N. B. No Signature.) 


Then CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES was called in, and crofs examined by 
the Counfel for the Defendant, as follows : 


Q. (Crefs examined.) You have Rated that the Begum’s Minifters, during the Time of their 
(trConf mement, were attended by 40 or 50 Servants. In what Place were they confined ? 

^ A. They were confined in Bahar Ally Khan’s Houfe. 

Whether that was not a fpacioiis and elegant Palace, furrounded with a Garden of Seven or 
EigHfAcres : Or whatTort of a Houfe was it ? 

was not very elegant, but very commodious, as the Houfes are made in Indofian. The 
Garden, I prefume, might be about Forty Yards Square ; then there were Out-gardens from 
that again, and Out-officcs. 

What was the Amount of all the Gardens that belong to that Houfe ? 

A. I muft confefs I never attended to any Thing, but Iheerly to the Place where the Prifoners 
were confined, and there was a Place where their Viftuals were dieflcd j and for other Purpofes, 
they had fcveral Houfes. 


Q. Was that Houfe, in which they were confined, the ordinary Place of Bahar Ali Khan’s 
Refidence ? 

A. I was told it was i that it was a Houfe he inhabited before he was confined. 

Whether any Rcftrainc was put upon their Diet, or whether they had not a Table fuitabic 
to their Rank and Station ? 

A. During my Abode at Fyzabad there was nothing of the Kind ; they were entirely at Liberty 
for their Servants to bring their Victuals, and they might have it as they pleafcd. 

Were they allowed to fee Vifitors ? 

A. Hoolas Roy was left by Major Naylor, to make me acquainted with any Perfons that were 
improper to fpcak to them ; but I do not rccollcft any one prefenting thcmfeivcs, to have Con- 
verfation with them, that ever was refufed. 


Whether you rccol left any inftance of their having their ufual Amufements, Dancing, or 
any Thing of that Kind, while they were in Confinement f 
A. They never had any Thing of the Kind while I was there. 

They were in Irons ? 

A. Some Time they were. 

Were they in Irons, or not, at the Time you were there ? 

A. I depofed, the laft Time I was here, that I was ordered by the Refident to put them in 
Irons. 


Were they in Irons, or not ? 

A. They were in Irons. 

Q^ During the whole Time they were under your Charge, I have underftood, hitherto, they 
were in Irons ? 


A. I 


(4) Vide Appendix, N* L.XXXIV. 


( 859 ) 

•iA * } 1^** p'** ‘Jl''’? J I tJid fo J and they continued in Irons the whole Time 

ill I delivered them over to Maior Giloin. ’ 


imc vM was 


Major Gilpin. 

5 ^ allowed to fee any Body, and entertain them with Balls ; were Dances exhibited 

before them ? 

recolleft whether they ever defired to fee any Thing of the Kind j there never was 
any Thing of the Kind j no Dancing, 

Q. Were they, or were they nor, in Irons, during the whole Time you had them in Charge ? 

A. They were not ; I believe I might be a Month or Six Weeks, I cannot afeertain exaftly, 
before I received the Orders for putting them in Irons. 

How long had you Charge of them in all ? 

A. I arrived there upon the 8th of February 1782, and took Charge of them and the Kella : And 
afterwards Major Gilpin took the Command, in confcquencc of being the fenior Officers I believe 
it was on the f irft of June following, or within a few Days of Four Months. 

Q. So that for the Firft Six Weeks they were not in Irons ? 

A. I cannot cxaflly fay, but it was after I marched there. I believe the Rcafon of their being 
ordered to be put in Irons was, in confequence of their not having made good a written Agreement 
for paying a Balance of 12 Lacks out of the 55 Lacks; I believe it was in confequence of that, 
I was ordered to put them in Irons. 

Whether, exclufive of the Circumftance of their being confined to the Limits of the Houfe 
of Bahar Ali Khan, and Irons being put upon them, during Part of the Time you had them in 
Charge, they endured any other HartKhip ? 

A. The Garden, which I obferved was 30 or 40 Yards fquare, they had the Liberty of wall^ 
round; and there were no other Hardfhips, as I have already declared, ufed towards them, w.^ 

1 had the Charge of them, that I can charge my Memory with. 

Who had the Charge, or Supcrintcndancc of the Khourd Mahl, during the Time ' 
employed in this Service? 

A. Lutaffit Ali Khan. 

Who was he employed by, do you know ? 

A. I underftood he was employed immediately under the Nabob ; and the laft Cay t was here, 
I dejjofed that Mr. Middleton or Mr. Johnfon told me, we had nothing and could have nothing to 
do with them, it being a particular Bufincfs of the Nabob that the Englilli could not interfere with. 

What was the Condition or the Situation of the People who rcfidcd within the Khourd 

Mahlf 

A. A little Time before Major Gilpin took the Command, the People got upon the Tops of 
the Houfes, and complained, and made a terrible Noife, fignifying they were in great Diftreis for 
Want of Provifions ; that they had difpofed of the btft Part of their Ncccflarics, and were then in a 
ftarving Condition. 

Q. The Queftion is, what was the Defeription of the People who were in the Khourd Mahl, 
of ^at Rank were they ? 

A. I always underftood thofe were the Nabob’s Concubines ; and that there were fomc of them 
who had had Children, and that they were alfo with them.— As to any Thing further it is entirely 
by Report ; I can know nothing of that, for I never faw any of them. 

Q. Did you underftand they were Perfons of Rank, or Perfons of low Condition ? 

A. I have heard it faid, but it is ffieerly Ilcarfay, that Sujah Dowlah, when he was going any 
where, if he faw any Perfon that he thought was One he would willi for, his Servants were em- 
ployed, and fhc was brought to this Place where they were put. As to Rank, whether high or 
low, I can fay nothing about it. 

Q. Was there a Difference between the Rank and Eftimation in which the Perfons who inhabited 
the Zenana were held, and thofe who inhabited the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. They are both called Zenanas ; One is where the married PrincclTcs refide, and the other 
is where the Concubines refide. 

Confequcntly they were in a different Eftimation ? 

A. Clearly. 

ex One you confidcred in a fuperior Light, as a Part of the Family, and the other in an inferior 
Li^t ? 

A. Yes, furcly ; quite fo. 

Q. By whom, or from what Fund, was the Expcncc of this Khourd Mahl defrayed ? 

^ I underftood, both from the Refident and from Lutaffit Ally Khan, there was a DiftrifP 
afligned for the Maintenance of the Khourd Mahl ; and the Perfon who had the Management of 
that was backward in his Payments ; and I was always given to underftand, the Fault was entirdf 
his, or clfe the Nabob’s, for not compelling him to fulfil his Duty, 

Q. Whether 
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Q. Whether the Begums had any Thing to do with fupplying thc^ Maintenance of the Khourd 
Mahl? 

A. Really I cannot pretend to fay •, but I never beard that they did. 

(X Whether the Britifli Refident, or the Comtpandcrof the Troops at Fyzabad, or any other 
Brit^ Subjeft!!, ever cxcrcifed any Interference in, or Controul over, the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. 1 have already depofed, that the Refident had wrote to me that the Englifh could not 
interfere, direftly or indirectly, with any Concern of theirs : and I never heard of their doing fo, 
further than that Major Gilpin had prevailed upon the Refident to let him advance Lutaffit Ali 
Khan fome Money for their Support. 


Q. Whether the Women of the Khourd Mahl were not permitted to pafs and repafs freely from 
the Khourd Mahl at the Time the Guards were Rationed near it? 

A. 1 have already depofed, that I hired a Woman fur the Furpofe of examining the Doolies, to 
fee whether Valuables were carried out j I had no Kind of Right to flop them one Way or the other, 
any further than if they carried out Valuables. 


Was that Examination excrcifcd over thofc who pafled backwards and forwards from the 
Khourd Mahl, as well as from the Zenana ? 

A. It was over all i all the Doolies were examined, to fee if they were carrying Gold or Silver, 
or Valuables, out : If they were not, they were fuffered to go. 

In what Building were the People kept that belonged to the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. It was called the Khourd Mahl. 


^ Where was it fituated ; in the fame Place as the Zenana ? 
It was upon the left Side of the Gardens, of the Gate — 


■c now. 


I have forgot the Name of the 


it within the fame Gardens ? 

lOnc Side of the Gardens, going from the principal Gate that went to the Kella *, they 
were onTis? Left Side, and the Cofs Mahl, where the Begums rcfidcd, was upon the Right 
Hand Side. 



So they were both in the fame Gardens ? 

A. Yes, on different Sides. 

Q. And the very fame Care was taken of the Doolies, whether they went from one Place or 
from the other ? 

A. Yes, they were examined before they went out j there was a large Garden between the Two 
Mahls, or Two Zenanas ; it was a large Place •, that which was called The Palace, is a Place, I 
fuppofe, not lefs than 700 or 800 Yards one Way, and, 1 fuppofe, 400 or 500 Yards the other 
Way ; with a large Mud Rampart round it. 

You fay, the fame Care was obferved with refpeft to the Doolies, whether they came from 
the one Place or the other ? 

A, Yes. 

If a Dooly is not a clofe covered Carriage of fome Sort ? 

A. It is a Conveyance, made fometking like a very fmall Bedflead, not long enough to lay ex- 
tended upon, but to fit upon } I mean the common Dooly i and it is carried with a great Stick, 
by Two Men before and Two Men behind, fomething in the Manner of our Chairs, only it is car- 
ried on Mens Shoulders, with a Cloth covered over, to prevent the People within from being feen. 

Qj^ A fmall covered Chair ? 

A. Yes, fomething in the Nature of a fmall oblong Bedflead, rather longer one Way than the 
other. 

But covered, and clofed up ? 

A. Yes. ' 

Q. Whether the foie Purpofc of placing the Guards round the Zenana, vVas not to prevent the 
Tre^ures of the Begums from being carried away: What were your Inttrudiions upon that Subjedt ? 

A. The Tenor of my Inftruflions was, to keep the Three Prifoners, Bahar, and jewar Alii, 
and Sumihire Cawn, and alfo to guard againfl the Trcafurcs being taken out of the Zenana, out 
of the Palace. 

Qj^ Whether the placing thofc Guards round the Zenana in any Manner caufed or contributed to 
the Diflrefics of the Khourd Mahal ? 

A. I cannot conceive they could in the leaft. 

^ Whether the Begums ever fent the Women of the Khourd Mahl any Relief during 
their DiflreiTes, or any Meflages to you rcfpcdling them, while you were in the Command 
at Fyzabad ? 

A. What they might fend it is impofliblc for me to know ; they might fend unknown to mei 
I never prevented People going in or out. 

6 Qi Did 
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^ ^ ^ 

(X Wtxiher the Bcgmm were, by the Seiaure of their Trekfuie» from the beft Information yoa 
Itfre ut>on ^ Sulge&k leduced to % Suto of greu Poverty and Diftreft % or whether they after* 
wards continoed to live to gycM Splendoor and Affluence i j 

A. The Beguma were in the fame Situation before I went, as they were at the Time that I reiigned 
fhe Charge W Mi|tir Qilpin. As to how di^ were fitoat^, it was im^Ible for me to know, as 
no Eurwana ever had an Opportunity of feeing them nor any other Man, etcept their Fathers, 
Brothers, and Hulbands. As to their Situation, 1 cannot afeertain further than this I have no 
Reafbti to think they were in Want, except from their refufing to make good the Payment t and I 
really was inclined to think, they could have paid it if they chofe. 

But what Eftablifhment, or Servants, had the Begums before you took Charge of the 

^*A. What Servants the Begums had, I cannot pretend to fry, that were in the Palace i without 
the Walls, there was a very great Number about them t but the Number it is impoiBble to aicer* 
tain. 

Q. Whether, aa to all external Marks of State and Splendor, they were different from what 
they were before ; Can you deferibe what their Marks of Splendor were, from the Manner of 

living of the Begums, when you had the Charge of them? , . u t. „ 

A. They had Numbers of armed Men at their Gates, I law, as I rode by the Begums 
Houfe. 

Q. What d« Nature of the Efrablilhment was within, you never had an Opportunity of 
knowing ? 

A. I nad not. ^ 

You do not know whether there were Forty Servants or more , or whether there were grea^ 

^^rThere muft have been a great many more than Forty j I cannot fay how many : I h»j^ 
Opportunity of knowing further than what I faw at the Gate. 

O What Number of armed Men were thofe you obfcrved upon the Outfide of the Palace ? 
a: I really cannot afeertain the Number , I have feen a very great Number at one particular 

Time. 

Q. Were they placed in the Manner of Guards ? - . • 

aT They were placed at the Gates , and would oppofe any Perfon offering to go in, that was 

not agreeable to them ? 

Q. What Names did they go by ? 

aT By the Names of Peons, Spear-men, and Matchlock Men. 

^ «« of : UK, boK MaKhtocta. 

which ate Goins fired with Matches, 

O Whether a Report did not prevail among the principal Black Prople rf Pyaabad, that the 
BeS-mTand Iheir EuhuChs h«l given Signs of Difafi^^ du^ the Diftutba^^ at Benares? 

A. I have heard thofe Things reported by fomc of the Black People. 

Af HX*^rr!siU'br » «»<««*«■ »*^ 

Qt What has Hoolas Roy, bimfelf, faid to ywi upon the Sobjeft ? 

Hie Managers for the Comtnons obfefted to the Qgeftion. 

Qj^ Whether fioolts Roy was not one of thePerfons who circulated thtt R^wrt which was faid 

“?T2l!ifrvwho<>kculatedtheRe|rert^ I have beaid Hoolas Roy i^niioB a Clrtmmftanc*^ 
whkijWMcoiwtwaRd by « Letter font to tree bytheRefid^ ^tfflere M 

wpttd between the BegunttMioiftctsaSidCheit Sing I but how for this was the Cafe, I cannot p 

letidtefoy, • .K , 

•Q, Whetteyooemooitellood ft«» BIxJIm Ro, Out 1* W to FiA wrmrieu AS- 

wwr iMrt > tWogof U* Seto, Aw, ftOto hto Mood, Uk* I iMolleto. 

<y Wheilw, «« “ E’KuSS?'” **• 

df-ifos Kind. jj. Whether 
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Q. Whether, in all the TranfaAions at Fpabad, you did not ad entirely under tt>e Orden of Jtfr. 
Middleton or Mr/Johnfon, or of the Military Coinniander» and not in confluence of Orders 
received from the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, or the Governor Qeheral himfelf f 

A. My Orders were immediately from the Refident at Lucknow { whoever was Refident, I under* 
Aood I was to receive my Orders nom him, and from no other Peribn : The commanding Officer 
to whom 1 was to report, was alfo to receive Orders from the Refident. ’ 

Q. I underfiood you before, that you had made your Reports, with relpeft to the Priiboeri, to 
Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Middleton. 

A. I did : They were the Two Perfons from whom I reedved my Orders. 

Becaufe you are now underfiood to fay, you made all your Reports to your own Military 
Officer? 

A. Nu : Only of the Detail of my Corps •, the others I made to the Refident. 

Q. It having been fuggefied that Shumlhire Cawn was taken into Cuftody for a ihort Time, 
and then enlarged, and that he was not in your Cuftody ; did not Shumlhire Cawn continue in 
your Charge during the whole Time the Two other Prifoners were continued under your Charge, 
till they were turned over to Major Gilpin ? 

A. To the bed of my Recollection, 1 received him from Major Naylor, and 1 delivered him over 
to Major Gilpin. 

Q. Did you not keep him in Cuftody the whole Time ? 

A. The Whole of the Time, I believe. 

Q. Do you remember any Drought in the Country of Oude, or any other Part of India, ih 
1779, or 1780, J781, or i78i ? Was you, during thofe Four Years,' in the Country ? 

A. I was. 

Do you remember, in any of the Seafons of thofe Four Years, a remarkable Drought there ? 

A. Really I cannot nnfwer exaCtly as to chat 1 I recolledt going to Fyzabad in 1 782 ; it was by no 
SMeans in fo fiourilhing a Condition as it was when I was there in 1773. 

C^i^^as that Decay which you obferved in 1782, attributed to any remarkable Drought, a 
DefeCt of the Seafon, or to what other Caufe ? 

A. I cannot charge myfcif to anfwer that Qiiefiion. 

Qi You underftand the Word Drought ? 

A. I underftand the Word very well i but I cannot charge my Memory with it. 

Qi What Sort of a Decay was it ? Were there fewer Houfes ? 

A. I obferved it was not fo well tilled, fo rich, or fiourilhing i but from what Caufe it was, I 
cannot pretend to fay : The Tillage moftly there, is Water drawn from the Wells, except clofc 
jO the Banks of the River. 

Did you obferve whejhcr the Want of Tillage was occafioned by the Want of Hands and 
Labourers, or by the Want of Wells and Canals, where it was not carried from the Banks of the 
River ? 

A. I really cannot pretend to fay, whether it was Want of Hands, or not s the Country, feemed 
to be well filled with People, as I marched. 

0^ Do you know any Thing of any r^ular Eftablilhment of the Nabob’s Cavalry ? 

A. I do not. 

a LerJ.) When you relieved Major Naylor, whether you received any other InftruCHons 
than thofe, to take the Charge of the different Buildings or Enebfures of the Zenana and 
Khourd Mah) i becaufe it is mentioned, in a Letter from you to the Refident, that you defired 
an Allowance of Money for providing Ammunition { and, I think, it is faid upon Account of 
Inftruflions you received : what other Inftrudlions did you receive from Major Naylor, when you 
fucceeded to that Command ? 

A. Major Naylor delivered up the Charge of the Prifoners t I was ordered to take Charge of the 
Palace, and to fupply the Guards that 1 rdieved, which had been placed there by Major Naylor ; 
and I was to receive further Inftrudions from Mr. Briftow, as 1 obferved before, regarding thofe 
other Charges *, my Battalion was then newly divided, it was one Battalion formerly, and at the 
Time 1 took the Command it was divided into Twoi there were then abciut 700, but in oonie* 
quence of the Divifion they were raifed to a Thouland Rank and Files the beft Part of my People 
were Recruits. I had not above 50 or 60 Men that I conceived had ever fired s it was in con* 
fequence of this I required the Ammunition. 

Q. Whether you know there was any other Osder than thofe for the Care of the Zennns 1 c*!* 
. you explain why you put your Battalion into any particular Order, in confequence of the Inftruc* 
' tibns yoii received from Major Naylor ? 

A. In the Letters 1 wrote to the Refident, I believe I mentipned .eye|^ Particular. 


. a 
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^5.(^ You have ftated, that you never 

leaving the Zenana t that they were not confined { that any 
only being fcarched, to prevent their taking out Valuables, 
bruary 1782. 


S ated any of the Women from 
that chofe it might come out^^ 
Explain this Letter of the at ft Fe" 


To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court; 

“ Sir, 

« Enclofed, I beg leave to tranfmit you a Chit fent to me by Lattafit Ally Khawn, Head 
purogah of the Kouid Mhal, who has reprtfcntcd to me that a Number of Women who went 
into the Zenanah to fee their Relations, arc ready to lie-in, and wilh to come out ot the Zenanah 
for that Purpofe. He has applied to me to order their Rcleafei but as I do not think 1 am 
authonfed lo to do, from the Nature ol the Inftru<ftions received by me from Major Naylor, I 
requeft your Inftru^iions, how I am to aft. 


“ 1 have the Honour to be, 

“ Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 

February aiu 1782. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Leo‘ Jaques, Captain 

2d. Batt. 20th Reg. Sepoys.” (a) 

By this Letter, it feems as if it was impoflible for a Woman with Child to come out of the Zc- 
naiia, without a particular Licence given —Do you rccolleS how that is ? 

A. Immediately upon my going there, I was not quite fo well acquainted with the Refi- 
dent s ^Vilhcs as I was afterwards 3 of Courie, as to thole Points 1 was not thoroughly acquainted 
with, I took the earlicft Opportunity of informing mylclf. Lcttaffit Ali Cawn knew that the 
Doolies were examined, and moft probably he did not wilh that fomc of thole People Ihould be 
examined. 


Whether you received any Anfwer to that Letter, authorifing you to let Perfons go in 
out, and thofe People in paiiicularf 

A. I really conceive I muft have received a Letter in Anfwer to that ; but the Spirit yr my 
Orders was Ihecrly to prevent Treafure and Valuables coming out : 1 had no Orders any 

Body from coming out, except they were carrying Valuables. 


Then you now ftate, that all the Friends of thePriibners were allowed to have free Inter- 
courle ? 

A. If you pleafe, I will mention one Thing that will fet that Matter right whoever Hoolas 
Roy faid might come in, I was authorifed to admit. 

Qi By a Lift, or by Dire£lions from Hoolas Roy ? 

A. I had no Lift : Hoolas Roy was a Pcrlon left with me to direfl who Ihould, and who Ihould 
not go in. 

(X Therefore the Liberty you mean was, a Liberty for all whom Hoolas Roy did not forbid f 

A. Yes. 

Qj^ When any Perfon applied to come in, were they ever permitted to go, without previous 
Application to Hoolas Roy, to know whether it was proper ? 

A. There were none refufed, except they appeared to be improper Perfons to be admitted i 
there were many People went in and out. 


Q. What was that Appearance which made you determine them to be improper Perfons ? 

A. If there had been any armed Men, I Ihould not have fullered them to go in, without con- 
fulting Hoolas Roy j if there had been any other great Men, u I had generally People about me who 
had a tolerable Knowledw of the People belonging to that Place, if there had been any that feemed 
to be of high Rank and Condition, I Ihould not have admitted them, without having confultcd 
Hoolas Roy, whether it was proper for them to go in or not. 


Did he permit Letters to pafs to and from thofe Perfons f 
A. Not Letters : I ftopped all Letters. 

All Letters ? 

A. Yes, all Letters that appeared to be of a fufpicious Nature. 

What were the Things that determined your Judgement of the Letters that were ftopped f 
A. I had a Moonfliy to tead them. 

To read the Infide of the Letters, as well as the Diredions without ? 

A. To read fufficient. 

To open them f 

A, There are many Letters that come within an outfide Paper, leakd, and you may ealUy draw 
out the Letter without breaking the Seal. 


(«) Vide%ra; P; Syy. ■ 
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Q. adMf6iiIimgoiiiieiUMIU)IMu 

thitr Did you ever ipply to Hooht Roy ro kno#, wfctthCT yOS fboind deBvir iny Le^ RilR 
were brought thire ot (lOt ? ' 

A. 1 believe I very often did. There was one Thing I would wiOi to mention} 
many Letters, and little Notes^ on triding Subjeds, comira from one Merchant to another, and 
from one Servant to another } thofe Things we were able fufficiehtly to underftand, wttboM the 
Trouble of opening th^ 


O. Without thi Trouble Of opening them f 

A. Many that the I^ebple knew what diight be in them.-^Ndtfaihg that w6u!d iUilitltt 
my Ihftrlidioris. 

^ Have you a Copy of the Inftrudions that were given you ? 

A. I really do not know that 1 have any Copy of themi 

Then the following Letter was read frotn Mr. Middleton's Letter Bobk A, zixi&dy 
delivered in, beginning at Page too of the lame Book. 

“ To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

“ Sir, 

** Enclofcd 1 beg leave to tranfmit you a Letter froth the Two Prifohefs, Bar Ally Khav^h, ahd 
Jewar Ally Khawn, in Anfwcr to One they received from you this Morning, Vrhicb they WOtild 
have not received had I not known it was from you, conceiving it w^s contrary to thy Inllrudions, 
which arc to prevent their having any Intercourife with their Adherents. 

** I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your mod obedient. 

Palate, Fyzabadj humble Servant, 

‘^^’i'ebruafy 2zd 1781. (Signed) LcoMaqUesj Capt* 

a^Batt® zo'** Reg* of Sep6yt4’’(«) 

.Thcn^c following Qt^eRion was put to the Witnefs. 


What Anfwcr did you receive to this Applicanon to Mr. Johnfon ? 

A. I was direded in it to admit none but thofe that Hoolas Roy approved of} I believe that was 
the Anfwcr. 


Have you that Anfwcr ? 

A. I believe I have nothing of the Kind. 

Then the following Extraft of a Letter from the Wltnefi to Mr. Middleton, d&ted 
Fyzabad, a^d April 1782, was read from Book A, already delivered in, begiilhihg it 
Page i6j; of the Ikme. 

** Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

♦* Sir, 

“ Allow me the Honour of infonhirtg you, that the Plafce, the Priforiers Bar Ally Cawh} ahd 
JeWir Ally Cavtn are confined in, il bcednie to Very unhealthy froln the Number obliged to be on 
Duty in fo confined a Place, at this hot Seafon of the Ycarv and lb fituated that no Redudioa ctai 
with Prt^riety be made from, their Guard, it being at fuch a DifiaDce from the Battalion. 

** I fiiail be glad of your Permiffion to remove them to a Houfe more conti^ous to the Bat- 
talion Lines, and llrhere they will be iii more Securky, with One Third of the Number, than they 
are at prelent, (i) 

(Signed at die End) Leonard Jaques, Captjun 

commahdmgatFyzaBad.'*. 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Vifitnefs. 

Q. You have dated that the Prifoners were not treated with^any Degree of Severity'} do ybii re- 
member whether you received any Anfwer'to that Application i 

A. I do. 


Qj’ What was that ? 

A. To rehnoVe them. 

Q. Where did you remove them to ? . , 

A. I removed them to Jdtld All Ckam% tioule} 4 irffe^at tdhlihOcRiliis PHobfe, lately 
built, clofe by where I refided myfelf, and where the Battalion was. 

Q. Where was the unhealthy Place you removed them' from ? 

A. Rahar Ali Cawh^ 

O' You have appeared to fay, that no Severity or HardOtips vrere ufed towards thofe Pridinen } 
ekplairt this PidRige th Mr. Mdd!etah*S lienar Of ill« Y2d of Miy 17S11, to you, toward the inter 


(t) Vide fitpn, Page 856. 
7 


(<i) Vide fupra, Page 855. 
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— - , j : , ; . *(^) When Mr. Middleton exprefles hit Humanity lo 

rouched with their Sufimngi, to what could he allude, if the Prifoners never fuflfered any Hard* 
(hips of any Sort ?, ' 

A. I have already repeated feverd Times, that I was ordered to pot them in Irons*, this you 
have b«n fumciently acquainted with, I prefume } and, except thofc Particulars, I know of no 
Seventies that were uied towards them. I take it, that was an Application upon Account of their 
Sickneu. ^ 


Qi Too have talked of a (pacious Garden which the Prilbnefs bad the Ufc of. You fay, in your 
Lettw of the i8th May 1783, to Mr. Middleton, that “ The Prifoners Bar and Jcwar Ally Khawn, 
who Teem to be very uckiv, have requeued their Irons might be taken off for a few Days, that they 
might take Medicine, and walk about the Garden of the Place where they are confined, to aflift 
the Medicine in its Operation. Now, as I am furc they would be equally as lecure without their 
Irons as with them,' I think it my Duty to inform you of this Requeft, and defirc to know your 
Pleafurc concerning it.” (a) Did you receive any Anfwer to that Letter ? 

A. I did. 


Do you know where it is ? 

A. The Anfwer has, 1 believe, been read. 


Qj^ Whether you ever had any Complaint of Hoolafs Roy of his ilhufing and beating the Ser- 
vants of Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn ? 

A. There is a Circumftance, with refpeft to the Behaviour of Hoolas Roy, that your LortW , 
(hips may not think fo well to go into } it is of fomc Length •, it was refpe^ing the Gunge, 
Market, that they had the Profit of, that Hoolas Roy had interfered in a Manner 1 thought 
not right. 

Q. The Angle Queftion now put is, whether you recoiled any Inftance of ill Treaj 
Aided by Hoolas Roy, upon the Servants of Bahar or Jcwar Ali Cawn ? 

A. I did not conceive it to be of beating the Servants of Bahar and Jewar Ali Cawn t there 
was fomething, whether it went the Length of beating I cannot fay 1 It was not within the Palace, 
but within the Walls of Fyzabad. 



Then the following Extract of a Letter from Capt. Leonard Jaques, dated, Fyza- 
bad, 30th May 178a, and addrefled to Nath. Middleton Efquire, Refldent at the 
Vizier's Court, was read. 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

« Sir, 

** 1 have defined Lieuteifant Gawen to fend you in his Bill, for the Expence he has been at 
during his Command, in which fome Repairs to the Gun will be included } and, immediately on 
Major Gain's Arrival, I lhall fend you in my Bill, for every contingent Expence 1 have been at 
fince the Firft of April laft. Agreeable to your Defire, I now beg Leave to inform you of the 
Particulars of Hoolafs Roy's Behaviour to me, and which are as follows : Soubah, who had been 
Chowd^ of Begum Gunge upwards of Fifteen Years, and difplaced by Hoolafs Roy, came to 
complain, that nis Mother, and fome of his Servants, had been beat and abufed by Hoolafs Roy’s 
Servants 5 acquainting me at the fame Time, that their Reafon for fo doing, was his being much 
liked by the black People, who did not behave to the new Man fo well as they had done to him i 
and that this occafioned Hoolals Roy to fuppofe him accellary thereto. Hoolafs Roy happening 
to be with me a Day or Two after, I alked him about it j when be got very warm, obferving, 
he did not expeft, when he came to me, that he wa to be queftioned about every Complaint 
that might be preferred, and chat he would write to you on the Occafion. His Behaviour, in Ihort, 
was fuch, as induced me to enquire, very minutely, into the Matter } when I found, that what 
the Chowdry told me, was very true, and that he had been very ill ufed by Hoolafs Roy. In 
confequence of this, I alked Jerrour Sing (under whom the Gunge was, that this Man had been 
Chowdry to lb many Years) about the Man : He told me, he was a good Man, and that his 
Father was then in his Employ, and that he gladly would replace him « which he did. Howlafs 
Roy, netekd, I doubt not, at this, in a Day or Two af»r, meeting, at different Times, my Or* 
derlies and Hircarrahs, thought proper to queftion thm about the Bufinefs I had Tent them upon, 
though entirely foreign to any Concern of his % and ufed threatening Language to one or two who 
happened to be near his Houfe of Abode. HU Reafons for fo doing I cannot tell t but lhall 
enquire, if you approve thereof. 

** I have the Honour to be. Sir, 

•< FyzalMd, May 30, 1782. your moft obedient humble Servant 

(Signed) Leonard Jaques, 

Captain commanding at Fyzabad.’* 

*** 11.1 ■111 nil I 11 I ■■ I l yw ill— — — 

(a) Vide fopra. Page 857. 
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Then the following Qatftion was put to the Wi^nefi t r . ■ 

You have dated, That, in confeqtience of your Orders, you examined the Dollies that 
came from the Khourd Mahl I Whether you did not know that the Women confined in the 
Khourd Mahl, h^ fome Property and Valuables of their own i 

A. I do conceive they muft have had fomething : I can give very little Information with relpeft 
to what they had. I have already depofed, that ^.etaflit Ali Cawn complained they bad fold 
almod every Thing that they had ; and that they alfo called out from the Tops of the Hoidi^ 
they were in a darving Condition. 

Q. What Indrudions or Means had you to didinguilh any Goods and Valuables, carried out of 
the Khourd Mahl, whether they were the Property of the Begums, or of the Wotnen of the 
Khourd Mahl, or of the Vifitors in the Zenana ? 

A. I (bould have dopped Valuables, let them belong to whom they would, till I had had. Mr, 
Middleton’s further Indru£lions about them. 

Have you heard whether the Nabob had any Claims under the Mahommedan Law to the 
Property of thofe Women of the Khourd Mahl, or to their Effeds of any Sort ? 

A. I always underdood, but it is dicerly from Hearfay, that they were altogether the Nabob’s 
Treafures. 

CX Was you informed of any Ground or Reafon for feizing the Property of the Khourd Mahl, 
or was any feized that you know of, or heard of ? 

A. I never found any Thing that ( had Occadon to dop from the Khourd Mahl. 

Q. Do you know of any Body having dopped or leized any Thing, Treafures or what elle, from 
pi;e Khourd Mahl ? 

/ A. I do not. 


You never dopped any Valuables j do I underdand you right f 
never heard ot any Thing found in the Khourd Mahl that was feized. 

TTfftyou ever dop any Thing that came from the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. 1 do not recolleA that I did i nor do I recoHcA dopping any Thing from the Cofs Mahl } 
for they knew my Orders pretty well, and took care accordingly, 

Q.W,ts it frequent to dop the Doolies ? 

A. I believe, fcarcely a Day pafled without.— I beg to offer one Obfervation: From the Time 
of my writing the Letter to Mr. Middleton, till I had his Anfwer, there were no E>oolies allowed 
to go out till 1 received his Indruffions t till he cbofe to pay me the Bill ) 1 did not chuio to pay 
thole Women any longer to examine them, till he agreed to pay my Bill. 

I low long was that Period i 

A. I fuppofe, about Three or Four Days. 

Whether you ever faw or heard of any Treaty with Mr. Middleton, by which the Main- 
tenance of the Women in the Khourd Mahl was guaranteed to them by the EngliOi ? 

A. I have depbfed, that I was written to by Mr. Middleton or Mr, Johnfon, telling me, we 
could have nothing to do with the Women of the Khourd Mahl, cither directly or indired^ly, re- 
garding their Maintenance. 

Q. Whether you heard that the Affignments made for the Maintenance of theft Wpmen were 
pun^ually applied to that Purpofe ? 

A. I have already depofed they were not ■, but where the Fault lay, except between the Nabob 
and Colledor, I do not know. 

Do you know the Lands out of which thofe Afllgnments were payable t 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know whether they ever were feized by Order pf Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I do i>ut. 

Then the following Extrad of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnfon, dated 
the 4th of July 17b 2, was read. 

If nothing cite will do, Recourft muft be had, for which I have thp San^ipn, to pitting 
a Guard upon the Palace Gates of the Elder Begum> and ftraiteniog the entering qf prQviftons. 
for a Day or Two.” 

Then the following Queftion was put to the Witneft : 

Whether any fuch Orders were given as t^ft ? 

A. I canriQt charge my Memory with any Thing of the Kind. 


IJow c^me your Battalion to he reduced in the Manner you have deferibed ? 

A. I ihould have told you in about Five Minutes, if I had gone on with my Evidence. My 
Battalion had been Part of a BatuUon of 700 augmented, in conftquence of the 
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Diviftoii vhfah mk phee, to in^ tktra mne goo (o aub Bantlion. Hkn were a NimiImC 
of Recruits } 1 had not atx)ve Fifty of the old Sepoys in my Battalion.— 


Q, How came they to be reduced to Fifty f 
A. In confequence of the Draughts from the Battalion, before they were formed ir 
ment, moft of the old Sepoys had been taken away ; and in the Utter End of 1780, 
tinninsof 17814 it was found necelTary to augment the Eftablilbmrat of the Army! 
which nad been a Battalion of Sepoys before, was augmented to a Regiment confifting ol 


of 


into a Regi« 
or the Be- 
/ i and that 

wnii.n it*u V* vbiwfv, «ugui^ii(tru w « of Two BaN 

talions •, a great many of the old Semys were continually draughts to other Places, and there 
were a great many new Sepoys at this Place. 

Qj^ In 1780, or 1781, you fay there was a general Augmentation of the Army •, and betw«n 
that and 1782, many Draughts had been made from that Battalion fo augmented, by which 
Means your Battalion was reduced — Is it fo ? 

A. Yes i and in confequence of Major Naylor haring been very particular and careful, with 
Twice the Number of Men, and Two Guns, I concluded it my Duty to take every pofltble 
Means I could to act my Battalion into a dc/enfive Situation. I found a great deal of Powder and 
Lead there •, and I converted the Lead into Balls, and made up Cartridges, and pra^Ml roy 
Men. This is the Circumftance I alluded to and mentioned in my Letter to Mr. MiudWton, and 
which I thought necelTary to have refunded. 

Q. How came your Battalion to be compofed of Recruits fo undifeiplined ? 

A. The Draught had been made before the Battalion was made into a Regiment. 

Q. (Crofs-txamititd.) Whether the Objeft of this Examination and Search of the Doolid waa 
not the Detedlion of the Begum’s Treafure only, and not applied to the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. That I believe was the Objeft. i 

Q. What dq you mean by the Admiflion of proper, and the Exclufton of improper Perfons ; 
it with Reference to Refeue of the Perfons under Confinement-, by improper Perfons, do you cJ 
mean thofc that would have made a Danger of a Refeue, or do you mean any other Defer! 

Perfons whatever ? 

A. Thofc that would have been dangerous in point of Refeue, I conceived to be the moft parti* 
cular, which I fhould attend to but upon many other Occafions there might be fuch People as it 
might have been improper for them » confult with. 

Q. You have faid already, you thought you Ihould not admit any Body of Rank or Confldera* 
tionTtill you had firft of all confulted Hoolas Roy i wu that the Idea you entertained i 

A. That was my Idea, and agreeable to my Inftruftions. 

Q. How long did the Prifoners remain at Bahar Ali Cawn’s Houfe, before they were removed 

to Hwar's, which was the more commodious and better Refidence f , 

A. I really cannot tell v I believe it was Eight or Nine Weeks, or a little more. The Letters 
wiU a((»rtaio it. 

Q. What was the Extent of the Garden in Jewar Ali Cawn’s Houfe ? 

A. There were two or three Gardens, all of which opened into each other. I wppofc the 
Length the Garden! might extend to ftxty or feventy Yards, and they might be about thirty 

Yaras deep. 

Do you mean all the Gardens together ? 

A. I reckon them all together. 

Q;^ Whether they were, in Faft, prevented from walking about the Gardens of Jewar Ali 

were not prevented walking about with their Irons onj but I could not take their 
Irons off, in Confequence of the Applicationt 

i the, «« f.ll.UhC0.pl.». a*, c»ld 

not ftep above a Foot at a Time } they could not make a Pace of above a Foot, 

O Do vou know the Irons that are ufed in the Prifons in England; were they like thofc ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with what they arc. I can defenbe the Irons as they were. 

A*" There wi^ ro^ Ring to go round the Leg, with a Joint in it to admit the I^, then the 
otli; W wrbreLK thfy were rivetted Together; then there wm a long Unk to «ch 
Iron, end a I^ at tie Kod of the Two Itons, and One Ring for the Centre, that u, Two Links 
and Three Rings. . c 

o /from M Lard. 1 Whether Shomftirc Cawn wm eonfined in the Houfe of Bahar, aw al» ot 

« tte Hcfe of B.b« AH C.«n mH, .h. 

'T I?*, ift rt -f Rcwlrtto b. I "«« "««•« . PI** ftf 
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Three t they were altogether in Bahar Ali Cawn's Hoale» till they were removed to Jewar Ali 
Cawn*s Houfc. 

Was Shumfhire Cawn in Irons ? 

A. I believe not j I think not. 

Q. RecollcA whether he was, or was not, in Irons. 

A. I really believe not ; but the Letter which is in Evidence will afcertaio it; I think Bahar and 
Jewar Ati Cawn were the Two I wai ordered to put in Irons. 

Qi Why do you think fo ? Did your Orders apply to Bahar and Jewar Ali Cawn, excluiive of 
Shumihire Cawn ? 

A. I never confidered Shumihire Cawn to be of that Conlequence as Bahar and Jewar Ali Cawn } 
I expefted I Ihould, during my Command there, have had Authority to releafe him. 

Whether he was not equally capable of cfcaping, if not put in Irons ? 

A. 1 believe it would have been very difficult, it muft have Imn a Miracle, for any to efcape. 

Were any Means taken to prevent the Efcape of the One, which were not taken with refpeft 
to the others, except the Irons ? 

A. None i they were all in the fame Place. 

Q. Do you underftand that the Irons were to prevent their Efcape, or for any other Purpofe f 

A. Severities are mentioned in the Letter. 


Whether Hoolas Roy had any direA Authority over the Prifoners, but fuch as he muft have 
exercifed through you ? 



He could not have done any Thing of the Kind without my Permiffion : They might talk to 
or he to them. 


But he could not conRrain them, or inflifi any Thbg upon them, but through you ? 

Q. DWmJ^ooUs Roy, in FaA, refufe Admiffion, or ‘admit Perfons, without a perfonal Appli- 
cation to you f 

A. I do not believe he did ( my Sepoys would not have received any Orders but from me. 


I underftood the Witnefs to have faid, no Perfon was ever refufed : I underftand him now 
to have faid, he does not imagine Hoolas Roy would have done fo, without applying to him ^ but 
that the Sepoys might have a^ittcd them without perfonal Application to him f 
A. No, they would not. 


Not without applying to you ? 

A. There was a Subaltern Officer that mounted Guard, with fuch a Number of Sepoys, in the 
Houfc with him. 


Do you underftand that any Application was made to Hoolas Roy, fo as to receive a Refufal, 
without firft coming to you ? 

A. I do not recoiled any Applications being made that were refufed. 

Whether you are quite certain that no Perfon who did apply was, in FaA, refufed ? 

A. Many might apply to Hoolas Roy, and I could not be anfwerable for it t but none applied 
to me, that was refufed. 

You faid, that nobody had Accefs to the Begums, or any Means of knowing what their 
Treafures were ? Then what Foundation had you for fuppofing the Begums could have paid the 
whole Demand if they had been inclined to do fo ? 

A. What Demand? 


The Demand made upon them by the Nabob of Twelve Lacks ? 

A. It muft have been made through the Minifter. 

The Queftion is this } you have faid, you thought they could have paid that Deound if 
they would : Do you recoiled having faid that f 
A. Yes. 


Q;^ Upon what Foundation did you fay that f. 

A. I have always underftood ^m the difter^nt black People of Fyzabad, that Bahar Ali 
Cawn was worth a Crore of Rupees.—Jewar Ali Cawn was looked upon to be always poor : 
He had expended all his Money in Building. > 


Was that the Foundation you went upon, in fuppofing the Begums could have paid if (hey 
womd ? 

A. Yest that was Ones and befides, I have alfo underftood tba^ upon the Death of Sujab ui 
Dowlah, there were a great many Crore of Rupees in the Zenana. 

Q. In what Time could vou receive Anfweri to your Letters from Mr. KCddletOO and 
JohnTon ? What Time would it uke to write them ara receive an Anfwer f 

A* * 
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^ 5 it would arrive at Lucknow the next Ninl.t, 

and I ihould have an Anfwer the Night following, I believe. 


What Length ofTinie would the Communication take up between you and them, if you 
thought fit to confult the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, and to receive an Aniwer at 
Fyz.ibad r 

A. I believe, within a Month. 


Q. How many Miles had you marched from your Station to reach Fyzabad in the Country of 
Oude ? 

Ae I was at Lucknow then. 


Then, did you obferve any Symptom of Rebellion during your Marcli from Lucknow to Fy- 
zabad ? 

A. No j I did not obferve any Thing of the Kind from Lucknow to Fyzabad. We had marched 
from Cawnpore, intending to go to the Jaghires ; wc were given to underftand they were in Rebel- 
lion i but we turned off fliort to Lucknow. 

To your Knowledge, had you, at any Period during your Rcfidence in the Country, obferveJ 
any Symptoms of Rebellion ? 

A. We were ordered with the 20th Regiment to march, I believe it was the 23d of December 
1781 ; we were ordered to march to the Jaghires, where J underftood they were in Rebellion, to 
fupprefs that Rebellion; and when we had got 7 or 8 Cofs from Dahnow, wc received Orders to 
march for Lucknow. I could not doubt there was a Rebellion, otherwife the Regiment would non 
have been ordered for that Service. 

Whether, in obeying tlic Orders given you by Mr. Middlaon and Mr. Johnfon, 
did not, confider yourfelf as obeying the Orders of the Governor General and Council 
and that they were adling under the Orders of the Government at Calcutta ? 

A. Surely I did. 

Did not your Guard command the Zenana, fo as to be an elTcftual Confinement 
men within it ? 

A. My Orders were to (top Valuables. Any fingle Perfon, that chofe it, might have gone out ? 

You cannot mean that, duiing the whole Time you were there, any Perfon might have 
gone out; bccaufe you wrote a Letter, of the 23d of February, in which you fay, you are not 
authorifed to let any Women go out, of any Kind whatever, and delire to receive Inftrudions upon 
that Head. Do you remember that Letter P 

A. The poor People never were prevented ; it was thofe who went in Doolies that were 
examined. 

A 

Attend to the Letter and the Period, and then fay whnt you mean : The Quellion is this: 
Did you mean to fay, before the 23d of February, there was the lame open Paflagc backwards and 
forwards, as there was afterwards, for the Women in Doolies? 

A. As to the poor People, and low Dependants, they were never prevented ; but the Women in 
a more eligible Situation, and Women of high Rank or Delicacy, would not go expofed. 

Was the Confinement as cafy before the 23d of February, as after? 

A. If they had chofen to have gone out without Doolies, they might have gone out before. 

But if they chofe to go out in Doolies, they could not have gone out before that Letter of 
the 23d of Februafy ? 

A. Any Women that were fo indifferent about thcmfdvcs, as to go without being in Doolies 
would never have been prevented either before or after ; but thole who really did not chufe to be 
icen by every body, could not go out before or after without being examined, bccaufe Doolies, as 
it is in my Letter obferved, might carry out Valuables. 

But the Quellion is, Whether, without Examination, they could have gone out before the 
23d of February ? 

A. Yes / there were many went out before ; It was in Confcquence of Lettaffit Ali Cawn hav- 
ing applied to me for a Number of People to fee their Friends, that I was doubtful of People 
having gone our, that probably it might not have been right to let go; and, that 1 might be cau- 
tious, and guard againll doing any Thing improper, I applied to the Rcfident, and the Refidenc 
gave me Authority to let them go our. 

Q. If I underftand the Letter right, it implied, that nobody could go out before the 23C.I 
Fcbmary 1782 : You feem to cxprcis yourielf there as not authorifed to let thofe go out that 
wanted to go out ; the Difficulty is, how you undcrllood you were not authorifed to kt them our, 
if all might go out before the 23d February, fubjeft only to that Examination ? 

A. In Conlcqucncc of having been applied to by Lettaffit Ali Cawn, for thofe Women going 
our, I thought it incumbent upon me to apply to the Relident to know his Will concerning it. I 
applied, and they were let go out ; but, before that, there were many that were let out and in 
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io Doolies; chofe who went in in DooHes» we never troubled oqrielves about ^ but, wbeo anf ^nt 
out, I had them examined by the Women. 

Q. You fccni to fay, that, under the Spirit of thofe Orders, this Searching was con6ned to 
the Women of Rank : Whether Women, going out on Foot, could not have conveyed Cold and 
Jewels, and Valuables, from the Zenana, as well as thofe that went in Doolies ? 

A, Surely they might; but my Orders did not lay me under. the Neceflity of ftopping them. 

You did not ftop thofe ? 

A. No; I do not reculleft fuch a Thing as One being (lopped, except thofe who went in 
Doolits. 


If you thought they might carry Valuables, why not ftop them, as well as thofe that went 
out in Doolies ? 

A. If I conceived they had had any Thing about them, I Ihould have ftopped them. 

Q, Whether the Claim you made for contingent Expenccs was allowed, and paid you by thf 
Rcfulent ? 

A. Yes; it was. 

You marched, as I underftand, to a Place called C^wnpore ; and, upon your Arrival there, in- 
ftcad of going on to fupprtfs what is called the Rebellion in the Jaghires, you was ordered to I .uck- 
now, and then to take your Station at Fyzabad ; I wi(h to know whether it was not a falfc Alarm : 
— Whether you did not underitand that the Caufc of your March to the Jaghires being counter- 
manded, was that it was a falie Alarm, and that in fad there was no Rebellion ? 

A. 'i’he Station of our Uegimeht was under Colonel Morgan at Cawnporc; we marched Seven 
Cofs from Dalmovv, from whence we had Orders from the Rcfident to march to Lucknow, the 
J^ifjdcnt and his Body Guard being gone to Fyzabad, that Lucknow might not be left wiUiout 

oops. 

Did you not underlland at that Time that the Difturbance, whatever it was, was fuppreflid 
or ? 

A. X^^jid not conceive it fupprelTcd. 

Did you hear of any Ad ion or Battle afterwards at the Jaghires ? 

A. After the Rcfulent arrived from Fyzabad at Lucknow, I was ordered to march to relieve 
Major Naylor ; the other Battalion of our Regiment was ordered to march into the Jaghires. 

Did you fee Major Naylor upon your Return to Fyzabad ? 

A. I do not recoiled his coming to Fyzabad, after he left it upon my taking the Command. 

Did you fee any Ofllccr that had been with Major Naylor in that March to the Jaghires ? 

A. It was Major Gilpin that marched into the Jaghiies. 

Did you fee Major Gilpin after that.^ 

A. Many Times. 

Q, Was this after, or before the feizing of the Treafurcs ? 

A. I met 43 Lacks between Lucknow and Fyzabad. 

(^, When was you ordered to march to aflift in fupprc.Ting the fuppofed Rebellion upon the 
Keiumption of the Jaghires ? 

A. We were ordered, I obferved before, in December, I believe the 23d, to march to the Jag- 
Iiircs, and we marched One Day^s March beyond Dahnuw; there wc received Orders to ftrike 
olf to Lucknow; and, in confcquencc of the Vizier’s returning to Lucknow, and the Refident 
and liis Body Guard, or a Part of it, with him, I marched to relieve Major Naylor ; he went to 
his Command further into the Country, and Major Gilpin, with the other Battalion of our Regi- 
ment, marched to the Jaghires from Lucknow, and (laid in the Jaghires till the Beginning of 
June, when he came to take the Command at Fyzabad. 

(Y You faid, you did not confider Shumfliirc Cawn to be a Man of the Confcquence of Bahar 
and jewar Ali Cawn ; was any Money expeded from Shumibirc Cawn ? 

A. I do not recoiled having had any other Inftrudions regarding Shumdiire C.awn, but (hccrly 
to detain him a Frifoncr ; I do not know any particular Rcalbn fur his being confined. 

Do you know whether he had Money, or not ? 

A. No, I do not. 

You had no Orders to put him in Irons ? 

A. To the bed of my Remembrance, 1 had none : But that will appear from the Letter. 

(iy Counfel), What was the Amount of the contingent Bill that was paid to you? 

A. Really I cannot now tell ; I believe about 300, or 400, or 500 Rupees. 


Q;^ Whetbf 



( 87 . ) 

Whether any Provifibns were ever ttopped from going into tlw Khourd Mahl ? 

A. None, that I ever heard of, or knew of. 

^rem a Lord.) You fay , while the Prifoners were under your Charge, they were under no 
Reflraint in the Article of D;ct j do you know whether they had any DilHcuhy in procuring Pro* 
vifions, foch as they wanted ? " 

A. I do not conceive they had any. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, they fliould now proceed to lay before the 
Houfe the Correfnondence between Mr. Middleton and Major Gilpin, previous to their 
calling Mr. Middleton upon that Subjed. 

Read, the following Extras of a Confultatioii of the 28th July 1783, from Book 
81, already delivered in, beginning at P.ige 206 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, 58th July 1783. 

“ At a Council ; Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prefidentj 
Edward Whelcr,~| r-,- • 

John Stables, 

Mr. Macpherl'on indifpofed, ^ 

Sir, Baugulpoor, 27111 January 

*• I have received your Letter of the 20th inftant. I thank you for the good News wnich^' 
contains, and for the Prorpeft whicli it has afforded me of a complete and proipcrous Terminatwp 
of the Meafurcs impending. 

“ I define that you will endeavour to difliiadc the Nabob from concluding any Setilern^^wiih 
the Begums, until the Boaid, or myfclf, have been advifed of the Amount of the Tirtnure re- 
covered from them, and of the Balance due at the lateft Period from the Nabob to the 
Company. 

1 hope to receive from you a Report of the final IfTuc of this Bufinefs, and of a Sum realized 
and in your PoficfTion for our Relief, in time to fend Advice of both, by the Packet nOw under 
Dilpatch i and I lhall keep it open urKil the yih of next Month, but no longer, for that 
Purpole. 

I am, Sir, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

“ (True Copy.) Nath. Middleton. (Signed) Warren Haftings.” (tf) 

Read, the following Extraft from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book A, already de- 
livered in. 


Sir, 


“ To Nathaniel Middleton Efqulre, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


Agreeable to your Inllruftions, I went to the Prifoners, Bahar and jewar Ally Cawn, accom- 
panied by Hoolafs Roy, who read the Papers refpeding the Balance now due, &c. 

In ocncral Terms, they exprefled Concern at not being able to difeharge the fame, without 
the Afli(?ance of the Begums and requefted Indulgence to fend a Meflagc to her on that Subjeft, 
and in the Evening they would give an Anfwer. 

“ I went at the Time appointed for the Anfwer, but did not receive a fatisfaflory one: In 
Confcqucncc of which, I defircd them to be ready, at the (borteft Notice, to proceed to Luck- 
now i and explained to them every Particular contained in your Letter of the ift inftant refpefting 
them. 

Ycfterday Morning I fent for Lataffit Ally Cawn, and defircd him to go to the Bhow Begum, 
and deliver the Subftance of my Inftruflions to her; which he did, and returned with the cn- 
clofcd Letter from her. From fome Circumftanccs which I have heard To-day, J am hopeful the 
Prifoners will foon think ferioufly of their Removal, and pay the Balance, rather than fubmit 
thcmfclvcs to an iiKonvcnient Journey to Lucknow. 

« 1 have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Cl pyzabad, Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

5th June 1782. (Signed) ‘‘ M. Gilpin, 

^ •’ ' Major Com k" 

Read, the following Extraa from Mr. Middleton’s Letter Book D, already deli- 
vered in. _________ 

(a) Vide Appendix, N” XLllI. 
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“ Sir, 


“ To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


“ I have been favoured with your Letter of the 5th inftant, informing me of the Steps you had 
taken in confequence of my Inrtruaions of the ift, and covering a Letter from the Bhow Begum, 
which is fo unfatisfaftory that I cannot think _of returning an Anfwer to it. Indeed, as all Corre- 
Ipondcnce between the Begum and me has long been flopped, I requeft you will be plcafed to in- 
form her, that 1 by no Means wilh to refume it, or to maintain any friendly Intercourfe with her, 
until flie has made good my Claim upon her for the Balance due. 

“ I have now, in Conformity to my former Inflrudions, to defirc that the Two Prifoners, 
Bahar and jewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately fent under a fufficient Guard to Lucknow, un- 
lefs, upon your imparting to them this Intimation, cither they or the Begum fliould aftoally pay 
the Balance, or give you fuch AlTuranccs or Security for the Aflets to be immediately forthcoming, 
as you think can be relied upon j in which Cafe you will of courfe fufpend the Execution of tins 
Order ” (a) 


The Counfel for the Defendant acquainted the Houfe, that underftandlng the Ho- 
nourable Managers meant to have called Major Gilpin, they had not objeded, as they 
might have done, to the above-mentioned Letters being read from the private Letter 
Book of Mr. Middleton ; that Major Gilpin was attending, and might fpeak to the 
Fa6fs ; but the Tranfeript of thefe Letters in the private Letter Book of Mr. Middleton 
was no Evidence ; and they fliould have interpofed before, if the Managers had not 
Citimatcd that they would call Major Gilpin. 


j^The Managers for the Commons faid, they utterly denied having intimated to the 
l^.ounfel that they intended to call Major Gilpin : As to the Letter Books not being 
E^dence ; they had been admitted as Records throughout the Whole of the Procced- 
ingsN^on this Article. 

TheChunfel for the Defendant obferved, they had not renounced their Right to 
objeft to the Letter Books in queftion, when, m their Diferetion, they Ihould think 
fit fo to do. 


The Counfel for the Defendant being afleed what their Objeftion was, made Anfwer, 
that they objeded to the Tranfeript of a Letter in Mr. Middleton’s private Letter Book 
being read, without any Proof being given of the Exiftence of the Original j and were 
heard in Support of the Objedion. 

The Managers for the Commons were heard in Anfwer. 

Then NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efquire was called in, and examined as 
follows : 


While you was Refidcnt at Lucknow, Major Gilpin was One of the Perfons employed under 
you at Fyzabad ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. And he correfponded with you in the Courfe of that Employment ? 
A. Yes. 


What is become of the Letters he wrote to you in the Courfe of that Correlpondcncc ? 
A. They arc in the Office at Lucknow. 

Qj^ And that is the Place where they ought to be preferved ? 

A. Yes. 


Are they all there f 
A. 1 have no doubt they are all there. 


The Wltnefs was direded to withdraw. 

Then the Managers for the Commons propofed to read a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to Major Gilpin, dated Fyzabad, 9th June 1782, from Mr. Middleton’s Letter 
Book D, already delivered in, beginning at Page 60 of the fame Book. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objeded, that as to the Letter now propofed to 
be read, there was clearly no Evidence that the Original ever exifted; it it did. 


(a) Vide infra, Page 874, 


Major 
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Major Gilpin, who was attending, either had it in his Pofleffion, or could account 
for its Lois. 

The Managers for the Commons were heard in Anfwer to this Obje£tion. 

The Houfe obferved, that if the Objection was inlilled upon, it muft prevail. 

Then the following Extraft of a Letter from Major Gilpin, dated Fyzabad, 1 5th 
June 1782, and addrelTed to Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, was read. 

“ Sir, 

« Indifpofition prevented me replying to your Letter of the 9th inflant, fooner. 


Then the Managers for the Commons propofed to read the Letter of 9th June 1782, 
referred to in the Extradl laft read. 


The Counfel for the Defendant objected. 

The Managers for the Commons were heard in Support of the Evidence offered. 

Then it was moved, that Mr. MIDDLETON be again called in and being called 
in, he was examined as follows : 


What was your Mode of taking Copies of your own official Letters, when you wrote to any 
of the Perfons belonging to the Government ? 

A. They were taken by Writers in the Office, into a Book kept in the Office. 

Q;_ Were they taken before your Letter was tranfmitted, or from any Copy of that Letter f 

A. In general, I imagine, they wcic taken from the fair Copy. — It was my Practice to make fo^;: 
Draughts of the Letters I had Occafion to wiite. — Sometimes it might happen the Copies 
taken from the foul Draught i but in general they were taken from a lair Draught, betore i* 
tranfmitted. 

Q. Were they taken before the Letter was tranfmitted, or after ? 

A. It is impoffible for me to fay in ail Cafes.— In fome Cafes, no doubt, they were taken after 
tlie Letter was tranfmitted, from the foul Draught i but in general mod certainly from the fair 
Copy, before it was tranfmitted. 


Are thofe Letters in your Books the original Copies you made, or Copies of thofe Copies ? 
A. Copies of thofe Copies. 


The Witnefs was dire£led to withdraw. 


Then the Managers for the Commons were further heard in Support of the Evidence 
offered. 

The Houfe obferved, that as yet the Paper produced had not been proved to be an 
authentic Copy ; and the Objection being made, it was nccelfary to difpofc of it ac- 
cording to the Rules of Evidence. 

The Managers for the Commons defired Leave to retire for a few Minutes j and 
being returned, protefted againft there being any folid Objeflion to the Evidence of- 
fered } but waived their Right to produce it in prefent, to avoid a Difcuflion, which, 
if it fhould be found material at any future Period, they fhould hold themfelves at Li- 
berty to enter into more fully. 

MAJOR MARTIN GILPIN was then called in } and being fworn, was examined 
as follows : 

Have you the Originals of the Corrcfpondcnce which palTed between you and Mr. Mid- 
dleton, at the Time you were (lacioned at Fyzabad f 

A. I have. 

Qj^ Where are they f 

A. They are in the Country : They were authenticated in the Houfe of Commons *, and I did 
not judge it of any Confequence to bring them from the Country, after they had been publickly 
authenticated, otherwile I Ihould have had them here, and produced them before this Court. 

The Counfel for the Defendant being afked, whether they meant to infifl upon 
the Produftion of the original Letters, made Anfwer, That, if Major Gilpin nad 
examined any Papers, which purported to be Copies of the Originals, and knew them 
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to be true Copies, they would not interrupt the Progrefs of (he Proceedings with any 
Delay upon that Account. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they could Ihew the Witnefs the very 
fame Book which had been fhewn to him in the Houfe of Commons, and which, 
upon Infpedion, he laid, contained correft Copies of the Originals. 

Then a printed Book was (hewn to the Witnefs, and the following Queftion put 
to him. 

I)id you compare thofc printed Copies with the original Letters ? 

A. They were fent up to me, and I did examine them with my own Letter Book, and with the 
original Letters wliich I received from Mr. Middleton } and there was very little Alteration in any 
of them i indeed, none of any Confequence. 



The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Counfel for the Defendant obferved. That the Evidence offered was not 
ftiitl legal Evidence; but they would not objeft to its being received. 

Read, from the Book fhewn to the Witnefs, intituled, “ Minutes of the Evi- 
dence taken before a Committee of the whole Houfe of Commons, on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented to the Houfe againrt Warren 
Criaflings Efquirc, late Governor General of Bengal,” the following Letter, from 
i.r,. Middleton to Major Gilpin, dated the 9th of June 1782, beginning at Page 72, 
the fame Book : 

** To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

“ 1 1 ? 3 ^ been favoured with your Letter of the 5th inftant, informing me of the Steps you had 
taken in confequence of my InllruAions of the ill, and covering a Letter from the Bhow Begum, 
which is fo uniatisfadory that I cannot think of returning any Anfwer to it. Indeed, as all Cor- 
refpondence between the Begum and me has long been Bopped, 1 requeB you will be pleafed to 
inform her, that I by no Means wilh to refumc it, or to maintain any friendly Intercourfe with her, 
until the has made good the Balance of my Claim upon her. 

“ I have now, in Conformity to my former InftruAions, to dcfire that the Two Prifoners, Bahar 
and Jewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately fent under a fufficient Guard to Lucknow, unlefs, upon 
your imparting to them this Intimation, cither they or the Begum (hould aflually pay the Balance, 
or give you fuch AfTurances or Security for the Aflets to be immediately forthcoming, as you 
think can be relied on; in which Cafe you will, of courfe, fufpend the Execution of this 
Order. 

I wilh you. Sir, to explain Once more to the Prifoners the Imprudence and Folly of their 
Conduct in forcing me to a Meafure which mull be attended with Confequences fo very ferious to 
them, and that when once their Removal to Lucknow iselfeded, it will not be in my Power to Ihew 
them Mercy, or to Hand between them and the Vengeance of the Nabob, Advife them to refleft 
ferioudy upon the unhappy Predicament in which they will be involved in one Cafe, and the Relief 
whicht will be in my Power to procure them in the other, and let them make their Option ; but 
you will take care to convince them that this is the laft Application which will be made to them. 
You will inform the Begum of thefe Inftruflions. 

1 have nothinjg more to add, but that I rely greatly on your Abilities and prudent Manage* 
ment for a fucccfsrul Iflue to this Bufinels. You are already informed that my immediate ObjeA 
is, the Recovery of the Balance due from the Begum, as Bated in my Letter of the iB inBant, 
and notwithllanding any Orders 1 may give you, I dcfire you will confidcr yourfelf to polTefs a dif* 
cretionary Power to deviate from them as local CircumBances may require, and, in fliort, to purfue, 
unreBriAed, fuch Meafures as to your own Judgment (hall appear beB calculated to enfure the mo(^ 
certain and fpcedy Accomplilhment of my Objeft. 

“ Lucknow, “ I have the Honour to be, Sir, your, &c. 

9 June 1782. (Signed) Nath. Middleton.” 


Read, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Middle- 
ton, dated the 15th of June 1782, beginning at Page 73 of the fame. 

** To N. Middleton Efquire, Refident at the Court of Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

“ Indifpofition prevented my replying to your Letter of the 9th inBant fooner. 

“ I explained every CircumBance contained in your Letter to Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn 
relative to them •, and as 1 could not draw a fatisfaAory Anfwer from them, I defired they 
would be ready to proceed to Lucknow on Monday Morning the 1 7th inBant, and ilTued Orders 
for a Detachment to be in Rcadinefs to efcort them. 

5 2 Since 



. *u 5 “”* various Nfcfl^s and Plans for the Payment of the Balance were ollered to me,' 
both by the Begum and the Pnfoners. 

“ In all of which, fuch a Length of Time was required by the Parties to difeharge the fame, that 
I could not, conformable to your Inftruftions, attend to them. 

j yoi* on the Subjeft} but I alTured them it was in vainj that I 

had already acquainted you they were to march on Monday, confequently it was not in my Power 
to keep them here any longer. 

« Yefterdw the Prifoners requefted to fee me, and in the Evening I went to them. 

**. They informed me that the Begum was very defirous to pay the Balance, but at prefent it was 
not in her Power to do it in Money j but that (he would ranlack the Zenanah for Kemcobs, Silks, 
MuflinSy Cloths* &c. &cc, to that Amount j and that flic would even admit of a Deduftion from 
the annual Allowance that would be made her for Subfiltencc in lieu of her Jaghire. 

I defined them to advert to the murmuring that the Sale of Articles on a former Occafion 
caufed, which they themfelvcs informed me of when I firft demanded Payment of the Balance* and 
to the Reply I made them, which was, that a Gem I'o-day might be valued at 20,000 Rupees, 
yet if it was rec|uifite to turn it into Cafh, it might not icll for Hidf the Sum To-morrow ; con- 
fcqucntly, it was of no greater Value in Payment of that Nature than the Sum it adually fold 
for. 


“ That I was furc of the fame Circumftance in the prefent Cafe, and therefore advifed them to 
urge the Begum for Payment in Cafli before Monday. 

I am yet hopeful that To-morrow will be a bufy Day. In the Morning I (hall fend to know 
what Time of the Day they will fee me, that I may bring the Ofliccr commanding the Elcortto 
take Charge of them, which will probably have the defired EfFcdt, ^ 

I have the Honour, &c. 

“ Fyzabad, (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

15th June 1782. Major 

Read, the following Letter, from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnfon, dated 20t 
1782, from the fame Book, beginning at Page 74 of the fame. 





une 


To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Aft* Rcfident at the Court at Lucknow. 

** Sir, 

** After the moft urgent Arguments, both to the Begum and the Prifoners, Bahar and jewar 
Ally Cawn, for the Payment of the Balance, I found it was in vain to expeft Money from them, 
without ufing Severities I was not impowered to inflift. 

** I therefore (conformable to Mr. Middleton’s Inftruftions) ordered the Prifoners to proceed to 
Lucknow, under a ftrong Guard of Two hundred Men, commanded by Lieutenant Crowj and 
they marched from this on Tuefday the i8th inftant. Two Cofs out of Town, 

** When they arrived at the Ground, I wrote to Lieutenant Crow, and defired him to tell the 
Prifoners, if they would pay the Balance that I would order them to return 5 and requefted he 
would explain the horrid Situation they muft be in at Lucknow, probably for Life. 

Lieutenant Crow could obtain no other Anfwcr, than it was not in their Power to do it *, but 
they requefted 1 would urge the Begum again for Payment ; which I did, and hud the following 
Anfwcr ; 

** Releafe my Jaghire and my Cojahs, and then I will fell Goods to that Amount.” 

** Next Morning the Prifoners marched to Begum Gunge, when Lieutenant Crow begged them 
to confidcr their Situation, and offer Terms for Payment j that he would halt until he had an 
Anfwcr from me •, but they ftill declared their Inability. 

“ I fent again to the Begum, who returned me the fame Anfwcr as before. 

** A Spy (that I had placed over the Prifoners, to attend to what Meffages might pafs between 
them and the Begum) informed me, that on their Arrival at Begum Gunge, they fent to the Be- 
gum, defiring her to confidcr, that their Situation grew more and more ferious, and urged ftrong 
Arguments to induce her to pay the Balance •, that if flic did not, they muft, at Lucknow, di- 
vulge every Secret to fave thcmfclves. 

From this McfiTagc I had hopes the Bufinefs would be fettled, and I have waited in anxious 
Expeftations of hearing from her all Day. 

** The Cojahs one Day told me, that if I would pitch the Begum’s Camp Equipage, and defire 
her to prepare for an immediate Journey, in all Probability ihe would pay the Balance due i how- 
ever, I would not venture to take a Step of that Kind without your Orders and Authority, 
which, give me Leave to afifure you, I Ihall be happy to receive, and that I will execute them with 
Plcafure. 

** I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

^ Your moft o^dient humble Servant, 

** Fyzabad, (Signed) Martin Gilpin,' 

aoth June, 1781. Major Com^*.** 
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Read, the following Letter from Mr. Johnfon to Major Gilpin, dated the 2|th 
June 1782, from the fame Book, beginning at Page 74 of the fame. 


Sir, 


“ To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


“ I have received the Honour of your Letter of the 20th. The Prifoners arrived here this 
Morning. Lieutenant Crow has delivered them over to Captain Waugh, and returns to you in a 
Day or two. 

“ I think their Hint to you a very good one, and worth improving upon was the Bhow Begum 
to think thait (he muft go to Allahabad, or any otltcr Place, wl jle her Palace is fearched for the 
hidden Treafure of the late Vizier, it might go further than any other Step that can be immediately 
taken towards procuring Payment of the Balance outftanding. 

“ The Prifoners are to be threatened with Severities To-morrow, to make them difeover where 
the Balance may be procurable, the Fear of which may polTibly have a good EfFeft ; and the Ap- 
prehenfions of the Begum, left they Ihould difeover the hidden Treafure, may induce her to make 
you Tenders of Payment, which you may give any rcafonable Encouragement to promote that 
may occur to you. 

“ The Jaghirc cannot be releafed to her on any other Terms, nor even to the Nabob, until the 
Five Lacks, for which it was granted, be paid up i and the Prifoners muft alfo be detained until 
the full 55 Lacks be liquidated confequently, nothing but the Fear of an increafe of Demand 
upon Breach of the P'irft Engagement on her Part, will induce her to prompt Payment. 

1 have, &CC. 


/ Lucknow, 24th June 1782. 


(Signed) 


R. Johnfon.” 


^^Jlcad, the following Letter, from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnfon, dated the 27th 
^une 1782, from the fame Book, beginning at Page 75 of the fame. 

“ To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Court of I.ucknow. 

“ Thi?^orning I defired my Commandant would fend for one of the Begum’s Cojahs, and en- 
quire after her Health ; that I fuppofc (he had forgot that I was here, and the Buflnefs 1 was 
ordered upon, by not hearing from her fince the Prifoners went away. 

“ I defired him, at the fame Time, to enquire what Camp Equipage and Carriage (he had for 
It 1 and judging the Cqjah would enquire the Caufc of fuch a Qucllion, 1 prepared him with a 
fuitable Anfwcr. r r 

“ The Cojah took the Alarm as I wilhed, and defired to know the Reafon of fuch Enquiry : 
The Commandant (of whofc Fidelity I have had long Experience) replied, ‘ I do not know j I was 
‘ with the Major this Morning, when he received an Exprefs from Lucknow, ami, after reading 

* his Letters, he defired me to make Enquiry about (he Begum’s Camp Equipage, &c. j and he 

* only added. However difagreeable Orders might be, it was his Duty to obey them.' 

“ This Evening the fame Cojah came to me, and told me, if I was at Lcifurc in the Morning, 
he would be glad to fpeak with me. 

“ From which I (hould imagine ihc has alfo taken the Alarm; and I acquaint you with the 
Particulars, that (hould you think a Hint to Bahar Ally Cawn requifitc (from whom (he has 
Accounts daily) that Orders were fent to me refpedting the Begum, it might, at this Junftorc, 
increafe her Fears, and bring Matters to a fpeedy KTue. 

“ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

“ Fyzabad, Your moft ob^ieni humble .Servant, 

27th June 1782. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

Major Com'*.” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Johnfon to Major 
Gilpin, dated the 4th July 1782, beginning at Page 75 of the fame. 


Sir, 


To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


I received the Honour of your Letter of the 27th Ultimo ; finccrcly hope your Endeavours 
at Fyzabad may meet with fome Succefs, as mine here, with the Prifoners, promife very little. 

“ If nothing clfc will do, recourfe muft be had (for which I have the Nabob’s SanAion) to put- 
ting a Guard upon the Palace Gates of the Elder Begum, and ftraitening the Entrance of Provi- 
fions for a Day or Two, taking Care that no real Injury be fuffered, only endeavouring to alarm 
by every poflTiblc Means. 


“ Lucknow, 

.4th July 1782. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


R. Johnlbn.” 


Read, 
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Read, frwn the feme Book, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Tohofcm, 
dated the 6th July 178a, beginning at Page 76 of the feme. 

To Richard Johnfon Efquirc, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

“ To give you a IMation of every Letter and MeiTage that has paflcd between the Bcguhl^iild 
me fince my Letter of the 27th Ultimo, would be intruding on your Time to little or oo Biiku 
pofe. 

“ It is however neceflary to aflure you, that I have done and faid every Thing that Imagination 
could invent or fuggeft to induce her to pay the Balance. 

“ One Day (he gives me Reafon to expert a Reconciliation and Paymenr, the next die exprelTes 
her Poverty and Inability without her Jaghire to mortgage for it. 

“ In (hort, (he is the moft obdurate of her Sexj and I fear 1 mud poft a Company of Sepoys at 
the Old Lady's Gate To-morrow, conformable to your l.etter ot the 24th inftant. 

“ She has been fo • told, that I have the Orders by me to remove her, and (he declares (he will • ori- 
put an End to her Exiftence rather than futfer it •, but thefe are Words of Courfe in her Situation. 

“ The old Lady has oHered me One Lack of Rupees to fend for the Priloncrs, to be paid in 
Twenty-four Hours after their Arrival at this Place. 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Fyzabad, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

« 6th July 1782. (Signed) M. Gilpin, 

Major Com''*.'’*?'^^ 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Johnfon to Major Gilpin, dated the 9th 
1782, beginning at Page 76 of the fame. 

“ To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

** Sir, ^ 

“ I am honoured with your Letter of the 6th. The Lack of Rupees offered by ^ilrtegum, 
would be of little Confcqucnce, if paid upon Condition of the Reftoration of the Prifoners, through 
whom alone the whole Balance can be obtained, if it is obtainable. Unlefs therefore they will 
pay it without fuch Condition annexed, the Negociation is fruitiefs. 

“ I have this Day fent the Prifoners Word, that as they pcrfill in declaring that they know of 
no fecrcted or depofited Treafurc in the Hands of the Bhow Begum, excepting that which they 
have pakl to the Company ; and further, that they polTcIs no Means of liquidating the Balance, 
which were the only Purpofes for which I brought them from Fyzabad, and for the Fulfilment of 
which I would have interceded for the RemilTion of their Crimes againft the Company; but this 
being now over by their Obftinacy, I (liould now fend them to Chunar Gur, of which 1 gave them 
Four Days Notice, that as they were now about to be feparated for ever from their Principals, 
they might have an Opportunity of communicating to them whatever they might have to fay on 
fuch an Occafion. 

“ This MeiTage I now make you acquainted with, that you may mention their Departure from 
hence for Chunar in the fame Light to the Begum. It potTibly may have more Elfeft than any 
Reftraint upon their Palaces at Fyzabad ; for it they would give One Lack to have them returned 
to Fyzabad, they may poflibly give the 6 t to fave them from a final Separation. 

“ The precife Terms upon which they offered the Lack I do not clearly underftand from your 
Letter •, whether they would give it merely to have their Prifon at Fyzabad inftead of Lucknow, 
or whether any Sort of Enlargement is underftood by it. In your future Letters, when you men- 
tion the Begums, I (ball be obliged to you to diftinguifh them by the Appellation of the Bhow Be- 
gum and the Elder Begum ; the Firft is the Wife of Sujah ul Dowla, the latter his Mother. 

“ Lucknow, I have, &c. 

9th July 1782. (Signed) R. Johnfon.” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. 

Johnfon, dated the i ith July 1782, beginning at Page 77 of the fame. 

« To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

“ Finding every Effort to obtain the Balance from the Bhow Begum fruitiefs, I refolved on poft- 
ing. a Grenadier Company at the Gate of the Elder Begum's Palace, agreeable to the Tenor of your 
Letter of the 4th inftant, which I did on the 9th in the Morning, but gave them no other Or- 
ders than to maintain their Poft in cafe of any Oppofttion, and not fuffer armed Men to enter the 
Palace. 

** About an Hour after, I had a MeiTage from the Elder Begum, defiring me to go there, which 
1 did ioiroediately. 
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•» I was conduaed into a little Roona, feme Diftance from the Houfe, where I Rayed about «ix 
Hours, endeavouring to adjuft Matters with theCojahs [the Conveyancers of our ieveral Meflages] 
but returned without coming to any Agreement. 

“ All next Pay was fpent in the fame Manner •, but in the Evening the Bhow Begum came to 
the following Agreement: 

“ That I Ihould write for the Prifoners Bchar and Jewar Ally Cawn to be fent back to Fyzabad. 

« That immediately on their Arrival (he would deliver up all the ready Cafli (he had, towards 
the Payment of the Six Lacks and a Half. > 

“ That what remained deficient, Goods (hould be fold to make good the fame as foon at 
pofTible. 

“ That Mr. Johnfon (hould nominate an Agent, who, with Behar Ally Cawn, (hould attend the 
Sales, or receive the Goods in Payment by their Approvement. 

“ That (he .agreed to deliver up every Thing valuable in her PoflcITion, to make good the fame, 
which Bahar Ally Cawn only could come at. 

« That the Ciuard (hould be withdrawn, until Mr. Johnfon’s Anfwer was obtained. 

“ That the Pnlbncrs were (when the Balance was paid) to be enlarged. 

“ In confequence of thcle Propofals 1 withdrew the Guard hft Night about Ten o’CIock. 

“ I have every Reafon to believe the Bhow Begum will (land to this •, and, from every Informa* 
tion, I do not believe we could come to a more fpeedy Conclufion of this Bufinefs. 

“ Soon after I had withdrawn the Guard, I received your Letter of the 9th, and communi> 
cated the Contents to the Cojahs, which will certainly have a good Effcd. 

•j,“ It was the Elder Begum that oft'ered the Lack ot Uupics to be paid for the Prifoners being 
f; ■ jrned to this Place, but it was to be confidcred in Part Payment of the Six Lacks and a 



“ Fyzabad, 
a^th July 1782. 


“ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) “ Martin CJilpin, 

“ Major Commanding.” 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. Johnfon to Captain Waugh, dated the 25th 
June 1782, from Book D, already delivered in, beginning at Page 66 of the fame. 


“ Sir, 


To Captain Waugh. 


oily 

I conclude that Lieutenant Crow has delivered over to you Yefterday the Two Prifoners from 
Fyzabad; and have to requeft, chat you will be pleafcd to lenti them under a proper ICicort this 
Afternoon, lb as that they may arrive before dark at the Bangalow, occupied until Yeftcrday by 
Mr. Swainfton, where they will continue under your Guard. 

“ 1 have the Honour to be, 

Lucknow, Sir, 

2rth June 1782. Your moft humble Servant, 

fSigned) R. Johnfon, 


Read, the following Letter, from Mr. Johnfon to the Officer commanding the 
Guard, dated the 28th June 1782, from the fame Book, beginning at Page 68 of the 
fame, 

“ To the Officer commanding the Guard. 

“ Sir, 

“ The N.ibob having determined to inflift corporal Punifiiment upon the Prifoners under your 
Guard, This is to dcfire, that his Officers, when they fliall come, may have free Accefs to the 
Prifoners, and be permitted to do with them as they lhall lee proper only taking care that they 
leave them always under your Charge. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

“ I.ucknow, the 28th June 1782. Your molt obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) “ R. Johnfon, A6ling Refident.” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter, from Mr. Johnfoti to the 
commanding Officer of the Guard, dated the 23d July 1782, beginning at Page 85 of 
the fame Book. 

“ To the Commanding Officer of the Guard. 

“ Some violent Demands having been made for the Releafc of the Prifoners, it is neceflary 
that every polTible Precaution be taken for their Security. You will therefore be pleafed to be 

7 



( 879 ) 

How tlwJriiolSsf**" * ^ •‘wewith fend another Pair of Fetters, to be added to thofc 

' “I have the Honour to be, Sir, 

Lucknow, the 23d July 1782. (Signed) “ R. Johnfon, AAing Refident.” 


Rrad, fr^ Book A, already delivered in, the following Letter, from the Com- 
manding Ouicer of the Cuard to Mu. Johnlbn, beginning at Page c6 of the fame 
Book. •' 

^ “ To Richard Johnfon Efquire, A^ing Rtfidenc. 

teccived your Inftruftions, and ordered the Fetters to be added j but they arc by much 
too fmall for their tecr. The utmoll Kei/ard fliall be paid to the Security of the Priloners. I 
have lent back tho fetters^ that you may have them alte»'ed^ it you thiiik proper. 

‘*1 have the Honour to be, Str, 

« Lucknow, 23d July 1782. (Signed) ^ ‘‘ Robert Stecre Allen, 

Lieut. 31 Regiment, commanding Guard.** 


Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Johnlbn to Major 
Gilpin, dated the 17th July 17S2, beginning at Page 78 of the fame. 

“ Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

‘‘ Sir, 

“ I am honoured with your Letter of the 1 1 th. I have no * Objeftion to the Bc{>um*s Propo(^’;^^ ' 
for liquidating her Engagements, than that thev are indefinite in iVriod, and in hmic Meafurc^"^*' 
to the iv cans flic is willing to declare in her Pofl'iflion tor the Balance, and that there is no Sc^ 
of Ho.d or Security fur the Pefunnance, beyond what I have pofl'clTtd theie Six Months paWlri 
vain— her Agrccmcnr, figncd and iealed. 

I thcretorc rcquelt you will deliver her the following Anfwer: That if or 

Agreements, without other Sccu.ity, were of any Value, the prcilnt 1 rouble and Vexation flic 
fubmitsto, and has brouglu upon hcrfclf, would have had no Exillence •, of co uric, that before 
I can in any Shape aitei my Plan of prcfling, by every Means in my Power, the Payment of the 
Balance, flic muft [)roduce fome leiponfiblc Security, which is always attainable by a Depolit of 
the Cafti and Goods, m the Hands ot lome trull-worthy Shroff', or other confidcrablc Perfon, who 
may theicby be induced to become refponfiblc for the i‘ayment. 

This done to my Satisladion, anti a l ime fixed for the final Difpofal, at Profit or Lofs, of 
the Goods, I am willing immediately to agree to and complete every other Requifuion which (be 
has made through you. 

I before underftood that the Lack oflered was in Part Payment of the Balance *, all I meant 
to afk, whether the Eunuchs were claimed to be enlarged upon it, or only to be returned Prifbncrs 
to Fyzabad ? If the latter is the Cafe, and that the Elder Begum will pay One L.ack, and that at the 
fame Time their Prefence fliall appear ablolutely nccefl'ary to take out or difpolc of the Goods, &c. 

I will of courfc accept this Lack, which upon this Footing, in a Two-fold Light, mull accelerate 
the Bufinefs. 

“ I fuppofc you have learnt nothing further of the EfFeft upon the Bow Begum, of the Threat 
of fending the Eunuchs to Chunar. 

“ Lucknow, I have, &c. 

17th July 1782. (Signed) R. Johnfon.** 


Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Johnfon to Major 
Gilpin, dated the 22d July 1782, beginning at Page 79 of the fame. 

To Major Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

“ Sir, 

I am juft honoured with a Letter from you, without Date, informing me that the Bow Begum 
now demands the Relcafe of her Jaghire, and of the Prifoners, as Preliminaries to the final Acljuft- 
mentof the ready Money Balance due from her. Her altering her Terms as foon as flic perceived 
any Appearance of fmoothing her own Propofals, proves the Necefllty of my Caution in not trufting 
implicitly to her Promifes, and requiring fome Security for Performance upon her Behalf, previous 
to the Accomplilhmcnt on my Side of her Claims. However, all Negotiations feem now out of 
the Queftion by the prelent new Demand of the previous Relcafe of her Jaghire : She and her 
Agents made fo bad a Ufc of the Power and Force (he pofTefied with the Jaghiies during the late 
Troubles, to the almoft total Subverfion of the Nabob’s Government, joined with fo glaring an 
Oppofition to the Englifli intcreft, that neither Party can ever again confent to her being replaced 
in fo dangerous a Situation. 

This Claim, therefore, is admifliblc in no Extremity; independent of which, the Jaghire is 
the only real Security I poflefs for the certain Collcftion, although in a dilatory Mode, of the 
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Six Lacks and a Half due upon the ready Money Payment, ai^ almoft Three Lacks tod a Half 
upon a ftparate Order of Five Lacks, payable from the refumed Jaghire ; and the PofleiGotl of the 
Prifoners and Palace are further Securities.— Was I voluntarily to relinquilb thefe, in Exchange for 
fomc more Papers or Words of the Bhow Begum’s, I Ihould moll certainly throw the Company’s 
AITignmcnts into a Rifle that I could never anfwer } and it is very little fltort of Certain^, thee 
Ten Lacks of the Company’s Balance would, by fuch Proceeding, be irrecoverably loft. To thefe 
Preliminaries, therefore, 1 can by no Means aflent i and if no ready Money is to be procured 
from the Bhow Begum, or her Agents, I muft be fatisfled to remain in Pofleflion of the Palace, 
Prifoners, and Jaghire, and continue colleC'Hng by Degrees that which cannot be tnore Ipeedily 
acquired. 

With regard to Threats of Refiftance, they muft (as far as I may be able to judge at this 
Diftance) connft in mere Shew *, if they did not think fit to refift when they had between 7 and 
10,000 armed Men aflcmblcd, and we not yet in Pofleflion of the Palace and Avenues, there is v^- 
little Probability of their attempting it when we are in full Occupation of the Town, Fort,*aiKl 
every Poft in it, and no armed Force on their Side but what is within their Garden Walls, which 
certainly cannot be many, as it has been One conftant Obje(ft of the Regiment, flnee its PofTeflion 
of the Town, to prevent the Accumulation of armed Men in or near the Town. In fuch a Situa- 
tion, it would be more than Madnefs were they to attempt the Attack of 4 Battalions •, nor could 
the Attack, if fucceeded in, be of any Benefit to them. 

“ The Propofal of evacuating one Place, and having it fearched, and then evacuating the next 
upon the fame Principle, is apparently fair.-r-But it it well known, in the firft Place, that funk, 
bricked up, orotherwifc hidden Treafure is not to be hit upon in a Day, without fome Guide. 
.*.ave, therefore, informed the Nabob of this Propofal; and, if the Matter is to be reduced to a 
^ .•'xrch, he will go himfelf to fuch People as he may poflcfi for Information, together with the 
J|^^;Vbncrs ; and when in Pofleflion of the Ground, by punifhing the Prifoners, or by fuch other 
^, 4 cans as he may find tnoft eflcilual, to forward a fuccefsful Search upon the Spot, he will avail 
^felf of the Propofal made by the Bhow Begum. 

S to the TwoQueftions you ftatc; firft, ‘ Should her Forces attack the Guard round 
egum’s Palace, muft I enter and extirpate them, to a Man ?’ And fecondly, ‘ If (he 
lie to any Alteration of Terms, am I to withdraw the Guard, or not P 
** To both thefe I need only obferve, That the Objedl of diftrefling the Bhow Begum, by a 
Guard upon her Palace Gate, is merely to obtain a ready Money Payment from her of a Balance 
due upon an accepted Afllgnment of the Nabob’s upon his late Father’s Treafure. But this ready 
Money, if not paid, is recoverable in the Courfe of a few Months upon the Jaghire in my Pof- 
fefllon. It is therefore not worth proceeding to any Extremities, beyond the One deferibed, upon 
fo refpcftablc a Family. But, in Support of the Order, if the Servants of the Bhow Begum, or 
any other, attempt to drive oft your Guard, they muft of Courfe be fupported in their Stations, 
and the Aftailants puniihed, repelled, and purfued, if they take any Road but the inner Parts 
of the Palace. Thefe muft remain facred; and nothing can warrant any Entrance into them 
while we are at Peace with the Nabob Vizier, and only mean to enforce a fpeedy, inftead of 
a dilatory Payment. The Aflailants may entirely be repelled, and the Poft maintained, without 

E urfuing within die Walls, unlefs the Poft is totally commanded by Embrafures through a Parapet 
ehind the Walls. In this Cafe they may avail themfelves of their Cover to fire upon the Guard, it 
is advifable to take a more diftant and covered Station, fo as to diftrefs Accefs to, and Egrefs from the 
Palace, which will anfwer every Purpofe required. I muft repeat, that no Extremity can warrant 
a forcible, or other Entrance, into the Palace, under the Circumftances that caufe the ftationing 
a Regiment at Fyzabad, which are merely to retain the Fort, and to teaze the Bhow Begum, if 
pofliWe, into Payment. And unlefs, after the above Explanations, you deem the Prefence of the 
23d Regiment abfolutely and indifpenfably neceftary to fupport your Guard, be pleafed, upon 
Receipt of this, not to delay its March into the Provinces. 

“ Lucknow, I have, &c. 

22 July, 1782. (Signed) R. Johnfon.*’ 


Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 

Q. {Crefs examined.) At what Time did you arrive at Fyzabad ? 

A. On or about the Firft of June. 

Qi In what Year ? 

A. In the Year 1782. 

Qi Whether Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were delivered over to your Cuftody upon your Arrival 
at Fyzabad on the Firft of June 1782 i 
A. They were. 

Q. Was Shumfliire Khan delivered over alfo to you i 
A. He was included. 


Q4 All the Three Prifoners were deUvered over to you ? 
A. Yes. 




In wh« Place Were they confined ? 
A. In Jewar Alt Khan’s own Houfe. 


oot^* wi^coISbt'lumoA^ Jewar AH Kawn, « I undcrftood, and he had laid 
fibly cJSS ^ ^ ^ ■' “ and like a Palace as he poC- 


Prifoners treated while under your Charse ? 
A. With all the Delicacy and Refpeft their Situation could pt^ibly require. 

What Extent of Garden belonged to the Houfe ? 

A. I cannot poflibly fay j it was a very extenfive one. 

^ they Permiflion to go into that Garden whenever they pleafcd ? 

A. They had, within their own Centincls that were placed within the Garden. 

a What Part of the Garden did that confine them toj what Scope had they 
tinels f ' 

A. It was a verjr extenfive Garden, and the Centincls were on the Outfide. 
allowed to go out of that Garden, but to walk at Pleafure all round it. 


within the Cen- 
They were not 


Q. Do you mean that the Centinels were without the Garden? 

A. There were Centinels without the Wall, and fome within the Garden i thofe Centinels with- 
in the Garden never interrupted their walking in the Garden at ail, but were placed there to pre- 
vent their going out of the Garden. * 

Q. {iy A iMd), Then they had the whole Garden to range in ? 

A. Yes. 


^ {h Counftl). What Orders were given to the Centinels refpeding their Behaviour to C 
Prifoners? 

• general Order of Security, they were directed to treat them with as much I* 

ntty and Tendernefs as their Situation would admit ofj not to interrupt them in an" 
Pauimest or in 4 ny innocent Amufement whatfoever. 


Were they in Irons at this Time? 
A. They were. 


Qi Do you know whether in point of Fad they did enjoy any of their ufual ArauferaentS and 
Society in that Place? 

A. I really cannot fay ; I never faw any Entertainment there. 

Did you never vifit them ? 

A. Frequently. 

Did they make any Complaints to you of their Treatment ? 

A. None in particular. 


Were there any other Refiraints or Severities exercifcd towards them, except keeping them 
in Cufiody, and the Circumftance of their having Irons on? 

A. Not while 1 had the Charge of them. 

Did you fee them after you ceafed to have Charge of them ? 

A. I releafed them at a difiant Period from what we arc now inveftigating but they were lent 
^om me to Lucknow j afterwards they were returned to me, and then I releafed them. 

Q. How long did they continue in your Charge from the Firft of June 1782, when you took 
Poffeflionof them? 

A. They went from me, I think, about the Fifteenth of June to Lucknow, 

Qi And how long was it before they were returned into your Charge again ? 

A. They did not return to me till about the 17th of Auguft. 

Qj^ When were they finally difeharged ? 

A. About the 4th of December that Year. 

So they continued in your Cuftody from the 17th of Auguft to the 4th of December ? 

A. They did. 

Q. And were treated in the fame Manner as they were before ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. Were they in Irons all the Time ? 

A. I cannot charge my Memory, but I rather think the Irons were taken off when they came 
ftem Lucknow in Auguft. 
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(^. Whether you rccollcft about the lift of July 1782, a Circumftancc of there being i 
Number of armed Men in the Bcgum*s Palace, and the City in Arms? 

A. About that l^criod there were. 

Give an Account of what you remember of that Period. 

A. When I polled the Guards over the elder Begum’s Palace, they then aflcmbled a great 
Number of 1 roops ; I found it ncceflary to augment my Guard for fomc Time, till the Begum 
delivered hcrfell up, and came into the Palace, and then I withdrew my Guard. 

Q. Wliat Difl.ince of Time was there, between the firft Stir that you mentioned, and the Be- 
gum’s coming into the Palace. 

A. Not many Days. 

Do you remember their having threatened to fire upon Lieutenant Crow, who commanded a 
Parry there ? 

A. Lieutenant Crow reported that Circumftancc to me, and in confcqucnce I augmented the 
Guard. 

Where was Lieutenant Crow’s Station at that Time? 

A. At the Gate of the elder Begum. 

When was that ? 

A. That was in the Month of July 1782 . 

Q, Was that Report made to you in the Courfc of Orders, as a Military Report? 

A. It was. 

Whether you recollc(5l having reprefented, that you had Rcafon to fuppofc the elder Begum 

p" ’/‘^c'ry and anxious to begin an Engagement ? 

, l- v 1 had every Rcafon to believe it, 
on ^ 

Did you reprefent that ? 

I reprefented it to the Court at Lucknow. 


QNWhat do you mean by beginning an Engagement ? 

A. Thii^ommcncc an Aftion — beginning to fire. 

What Forces had fiic ? 

A. Some thoufands in the City. 

1 hat were under her Command ? 

A. That were under her Command. 

What Number of Forces had you under your Command ? 

A, I had my own Regiment and Major Buchanan’s, Two Regiments of Sepoys, and Four 
Pieces of Ordnance ; about two thoufand Men in all. 

(ty a Lord), In what Manner were the Begums Forces armed ? 

A. With Matchlocks and Sabres. 

Am I right, in fuppofing, that the foie Objeft of ail the Mcafures that were purfued againft 
thele Perfons, was to inforcc the Payment of the Balance due from thena ? 

A. It was i I underftood ic lo. 

Were any fuch Inftriiflions given to you ? 

A. That was the Tenor of my Inftruftions. 

The Mvinagers for the Commons ftated, that the Counfel ought not to ftatc it as a 
Balance due. 

The Witnefs vs^as alked : 

Was it fo called in your Inftruflions ? 

A. The Infiruftions fpecified the Balance due*, it was particularly fo mentioned in my In» 
ftrudions. 

Q. Whether any Mcafures were purfued upon this Occafion, that did not appear to you to be 
nccciiary for that Purpofc ? 

A. I really do not comprehend the Queftion, fufficicntly to give an Anfwcn 

You faid you kept the Begums in their Palaces, and confined them ? 

A. Yes. 

And you kept their Minifters Jewan and Bchar Ali Khan in Confinement ? 

A. At that Period they were at Lucknow. 


Q^But 
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Q. But during the Whole of your Charge, while you was at Fyzabad, the Queftion Is, whether 
you knew of any Thing having been done with refped to the Begun^s or their Minifters, which^ 
according to your Judgement, was beyond what was ncccflary for compelling them to pay that Sum 
of Money ? 

A. I do not know how far it might be deemed ncccflary. — Thofc were the Orders I received, 
and I executed them to the beft of my Abilities. 

Then the following Extra6l of a Letter from Mr. Gilpin to Mr. Johnfon, dated the 
20th of June 1782, was read to the Witnels. 


Sir, 


To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Ading Refulent at the Court at Lucknow. 





“ After the molt urgent Arguments, both to the Begum and the Prifoncis Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, for the Payment of the Balance, I found it was in vain to expeft Money from them, with- 
out uiing Severities I was not impowered to inflift.’*(^?) 

The Witnefs faid : 

That was prior to the Time I am fpcaking of. 

Whether you had not Reafon to believe that the Begums could hive difeharged the Balance 
at once, if they chofe it. 

A. 1 believe there was oo Doubt but what the Begum might have difeharged if, if (he had been 
inclinable fo to do* — It is impofliblc for me to fay for a Certainty j but 1 had every Rcafo|>^.5jw» 
believe it* 

Whether, during all this Period, an Intercourfc by Letter was not kept up bctwt'J^ . 
Begum and her Minifters ? 

A. At that Period Bahar and Jewar All Khan were at Lucknow : How far flic might conj 
pond with them, while in Confinement at Lucknow, it is impofliblc for me to afeertain. 

Did (he correfpond with them while they were under your Charge i ^ 

A. Frequently Meifages pafled j and, I dare fay, Letters. I never gave any Orders to interrupt 
any Thing of the Kind. 

There is One Paflage which has been read in your Letter of the 20th June 1782, it is reprefent* 
ed in this Manner : The Cojahs One Day told me, that if I would pitch the Begum's Camp Equi- 
page, and defire her to prepare for an immediate Journey, in all Kobability flic would pay the 
Balance due Whether the Cojahs did make fuch a Reprefentalion to you : Was that Repre- 
fentation, in Faft, made to you i 
A. It was made to me. 

By whom ? 

A. By the Cojahs. 

Q. (by a Lord,) Who arc the Cojahs ? 

AT 1 he Eunuchs, Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan. 

Were the Cojahs in Prifon when they made ihi.» Reprefentation to you } 

A. They were in the fame Confinement they had always been in. 

Were they to have been releafed upon this Demand being paid ? 

A. They were. 

Q. (frim the Managers,) Was this a Reprefentation made by the Prifoners thcmfclvcs, Bahar 
All Khan and Jewar Ali Khan ? 

A. I have anfwercd it was. 

Pcrfonally > 

A. Yes, perlbnally. 

(by CounfeL) In that fame Letter, dated 20th of June 1782, it is faid, « A Spy (that I had 
placed over the Prifoners, to attend to what McITages might pafs between them and the Begum) 
informed me, that on their Arrival at Begum Gunge, they fent to the Begum, dcfiring her to 
“ confidcr that their Situation grew more and more fcrioiis, and urged ftrong Arguments to in- 
“ duce her to pay the Balance ; that if flic did not, they mull at Lucknow divulge every Secret 
“ to favc thcmfclvcs.” Whether fuch a Reprefentation as is ftated in that Letter was made to 
you ? 

A. It was. 

Q. By whom } 

A. By the Spy that I had. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 875, 


(h) Vide fupra, ibid. 


{c) Vide fupra, Ibid. 

Q. Had 
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Q. Had yoo any Meant of knowing, what that Secret was, which they would divulge at Luck- 
now? • 

A. I do not know i it U impoflible for me to fay what it was i it llruck me that it might be 
concerning Treafuret it might be any other Circumllance refpeding the Troubles, Rebellion, or 
any Thing elft i it it all Conjecture \ but they (eemed to lay great Strefs on the Secret. 

Did the Eunuchs divulge to you any Secret while they were under your Charge, correfpond- 
ing to the Idea you entertain of the Word “ Secret” here, 

A. They did not. 

In a Letter from Mr. Middleton to you of the ift of June 1782, it is mentioned that there 
was lent to you “ a Copy of a Letter received Yeftcrday from the Vizier, authorizing Imd urging” 
him, Mr. Middleton, “ to ufc every Means in” his “ Power to enforce their Compliance i” whether 
you, in Point of Faft, received fuch a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Middleton : Was a Copy 
of it tranfmitted to you ? 

A. I recoiled Ibme Inclofure fent me by Mr. Middleton about that Period for the Purpofes 
mentioned, but I cannot charge my Memory exadly with them } and I think I have them lome- 
where amongft my Papers. 

Q. Whether it has been the ufual Pradice, during all the Time you have been acquainted with 
the^rvice, for the Correfpondcnce between the Refident and the Officers with whom he cor- 
refponded upon Bufinefs, to be fent to Calcutta? 

A. 1 cannot fay whether they did or not : 1 tranfmitted none to Calcutta myfelf. 

■'^5,7 ,Do you know whether it was ever ufual for the Officers who received Letters, to tranfmit 
G O'” o*" Poffcffion : Yourfelf, for Inftance ? 

kept them all myfclf. 

Was that the ufual Courfc of the Office? 

I cannot fay. 

QA^d you underftand it to be fo ? 

A. ntMuld imagine every Officer would, for his own Security, keep the Originals. 


Qj^ How long was you in India? 

A. Seventeen Years and an Half, from the Year 1768, till the Beginning of the Year 1785 ? 

Q. Did you underftand it to be ufual in that Country, for the Natives to conceal their 
Treafures throughout the Whole of India ? What Parts of Indoftan were you in ? 

A. I was employed in the Upper Provinces in general. 

Have you had an Opportunity of knowing what the Cuftom inquired after was ? 

A. It has been underftood to be the general Cuftom, for the Natives to conceal their Money. 

Q. Is that Cuftom confined to the Places where the Englilh Government prevails, or does it 
extend to thofe Places where the Native Government prevails? 

A. It is pretty general throughout the Country. 

Q. Do you mean to reprefent, that it is more or Icfs prevalent where the Englilh Government 
is, or where tlic Native Government is ? 

A. It is impoftible for me to anfwer that Queilion. In Calcutta, poffibly they may not be fo 
cautious} but up the Country, where they are fubjed to Invafions and to Wars, there it is 
always underftood to be the Cuftom. Calcutu is a Place of Security, and they have not that 
Ncceffity for doing it-, but I am not able to give a diftind Account of it. 

Was you in Oude at the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah’s Death? 

A. 1 was. 


Qi Whereabouts? 

A. I was encamped in the Rumna, which is adjoining to the City of Fyzabad, when Sujah ul 
Dowlah died. 

Q. Sujah ul Dowlah refided at Fyzabad ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Was Sujah id Dowlah’s Army ccuifideraHy in Arrcar at that Time? 

A. I believe it was. 

Were there not Apprehenfions of an Infinteftion upon that Account? 

A. So much fo 

How near was this to the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. While he was lying a Corpfe, before the Funeral. I was going to obferve— lb much fo, that 
T, who was then a fubaltern Officer in the Firft Battalion of Sepoys, a Lieutenant, was ordered to 
be ready with Four Companies at a Moment’s Warning, to quiet any Riot or Tumult there 
mialit be in the City of Fyzabad in confcquence of his Death. 
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Do you know whfre Sujalv ul Dowlah kept his Treafures ? 

I always iindcrftood they were kept in the Zenana. 

Do you know whetltcr tlie Revenues collected from Time to Time, by the Aumils, wer« 
cr.ii cd into, and dcpofiied in the Zenana ? 

A. If the I'realury was in the Zenana, undoubtedly the Collc^flions were carried tliere. 

0,15 Lit you know ic only from Report ? 

A. I do not know ic of a Certainty j I had nothing to do with the Colledtions. 

CK rpon the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah, did that Treafure become the Property, by the Laws 
ci that Country, of his Widow, or of his SuccefTor, Afoph ul Dowlah ? 

A. It is impoffiblc for me to lay •, I do nut know that he made any Will, or bcqucvulicd it to 
any Perfon ; ic came into her PoGtflion. 

(). Ic came into her PofTcfilon ? 

aT It was in her Ponellion, by being within the Zenana. 

O. I underftand you, Sujah ul Dowlah made no Will: Did you undcrlland he made any other 
Diipofition of^his Property in his Life-time ? 

A. I undcrllood -Jie gave a certain Jaghire, a Tra£t of Land, to his Wife, the prefent Bow 
Begum. 

Rut do you know of any Difpofition having been made, by Sujah ul Dowlah, of thofe 1 rea- 
lu'.es in the Zenana ? 

A. I do not. 

0, Whether the Pr>.'pcrtv, not the Pon'cllion, did, in point of Fafl, belong, by the Cuftif 
thatCoiintry, to the Succefi'or, or to tlie Widow of the deccaled Sovereign ? 8 

A. 1 Ihould imagine his Heir-apparent had tlie greateft Claim to it. 

But you know notliing of it yourfelf. 

A. I could not. 

Q. Hid you any Reafon for imagining it ? , r i i-. . 

A. No other than tliat there were Diafts made upon that Treafure, immediately after the Deatli 
of Sujah ul Dowlah ■, and the Money that came from the Zenana, was dcpofitcd in our Camp, and 
tmbarked on Board Boats, and tranfmitted to the Prefidcncy at Calcutta. 

Q. Do you mean to fty, that, according to your Judgement and Knowledge of the Cuftoms 
ot that Country, the Treafures wltltiii the Zenana would have gone to the N.ibob, and not to the 

A.°'l lliotild rather think it would, when lb ample a Provifion was made for the Widow; but lliat 
is a Point of Law I am not competent to jiulge of. 

Q, (by the Managers.) Whether you was not examined befoie the Moufe of Commons > 

A. I was. 

0 , (from Counfel) How long did you continue at Fyzabad, f.om your firft going there on the 

Firft of June 1781 ? r 1 1 

A. On December 7th 1782, I marched from Fyzabad. 

O. Whether the Women in the Khourd Mhal were at that Time diftrclfcd ? _ 

a! At one Period they were j but I relieved them from that Diflrefs, by giving tlicm a oum of 

Money. 

Q, Upon whom did the Maintenance of the Khourd Mhal depend ? Who maintained the 
Khourd Mhal ? 

A. His Excellency the Nabob Vizier. 

Q From whom was the Maintenance furnilhed ; under whofc immediate Care was it ? 

A It was under the Charge of Lettaffit Ali Khan, and he received an annual Stipend from the 
Fouiedar of Sahlonc, which, I tlhnk, to the bed of my Recollcflion, amounted to I-orty thoufind 
Rupees annually, but they had neglected by fome Means or other paying it, and the Women 
became diOrefied in confequence; I reprefented it to the Court at Lucknow, and I paid them Icn 
thoufand Rupees, for which I have now the Receipts ot Lcttalht Air Kawti tor t-ive rhoiilaiid 

each. 

Q, At what Time was that Relief afforded them by you ? 

The Witnefs delivered in Two Papers, indorfed “ Lettaffit Ali Khan’s Receipt for 
^000 Rupees for the Ufe of the Khourd Mahl. , 

The fame were read as follow : 


10 Q 


Fyzilbad, 
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“ Fyzabad, t9th Novembfr lygi. 

“ Received this Day, from Major Martin Gilpin, the Sum of Twenty Son Korah Rupees 
Five thoufand, for the Ufe of the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenanah.” ’ 


Here follow, in the Original, fome Pcrfic Charafters, 


(P) 

Here follow more Pcrfic Charaflrers. 


“ Fyzabad, 27th Nov. 1782. 

“ Received this Day, from Major Martin Gilpin, the Sum of Twenty Son Korah Rupees 
Five thoufand, for the Ufe of the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenanah.” ^ ’ 


Here follow, in the Original, fome Pcrfic Charafters. 



Is the Paper in Perfian or in F.nglifh ? 

I wrote one in Englifli, and there is one in Perfian to the fame Tenor and EfFcfl, with their 

Seal 

That is a literal Tranflation that you read ? 

A. As near as polTible. 

Was this Relief lurniflicd by )ou to the Khourd Mahl, as Part of your official Duty, or from 
Motives of Humanity? ’ 

A. I did notconfidcr it as my official Duty. I thought it an Afl I ought to do, Iceing the dif- 
treffed Situation that they were in. 

Did you do tliis upon the Nabob’s Account ? 

A. I did ; and received back the Sum, exactly as I had paid it, from the Nabob. 

Had you previous Orders from the Nabob ? 

A. I wrote to hlr. Hriltow. He told me he h.ad written to the Nabob, and authorifed me to 
draw upon tlie linglilli Refident for that Sum, wliich I did, and it was paid. 

Did tlic Nabob exprefs any Approbation, or Difapprobation, of that Interference of yours ? 

A. lie wrote me a very angry Letter upon the Subjec% and told me, I had no Ricrhc to interfere 
with tliat Zen.ma. ° 

Q. W.is the Whole of tliat Eftablilhment under the Nabob and his Officers, or had the Eng- 
lifli any Concerns, and what, in it? 

A. 1 never uinletllood, die F.nglilh had any Thing to do with it, at all. 

The VVitnels was directed to withdraw'. 

Then the Houfc adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercurij, 28 ° Maij 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, tlie Houfc refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord t'hancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they^ might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. * 


The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, that, in looking ov(•^'’'^''^ 
printed Evidence, they had obferved feveral material Errors. They took it for griti-i 
thofc Errors were unavoidable, and entiiely owing to the Hade in which thcC^iefti 
and Anfwcis were taken down ; wliich, at a proper Time, they meant to poin 
to the Houle, and take their Plcafure, as to the Manner in which they Ihould 
reeled. ^ 



Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired the lad Quedion and Anfwer, with which 
the Crofs Examination doled Yedeiday, might be read. 

The fame were read, as follows : 

* CL Was the Whole of that Eftablidmient under the Nabob and his Officers, or had the 
Englilh any Concern, and what, in it ? 

‘ A. 1 never iindcrdood tlie Englidi had any Thing to do with it, at all.’ 

Cb The Edablifhment mentioned, was the Eftabliflimcnt of the Khourd Mahl j whether there 
was any Intercourfe between the Kliourd Mahl and the Begums ? 

A. None that I know of, 

CL. Did the Begums, in any Manner, contribute to the Support of the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. They never did, in the Icall, during the Time that I commanded at Pyzabad ; I can only 
fpeak as to that Period. 

CL Have you any Knowledge of that Subjeft : Might they, or might they not, have con- 
tributed ; Whether you knew it, or not f 

A. I always underftood tiuy had an Inveteracy againft the Women of the Khourd Mahl, even 
in Sujah ul Uowlah’s Life-time. 

CL Whether the Seizure of the Begums Treafures, or their Jaghircs, could, in any Refpcifl', 
contribute to the Diflieflcs tliat were experienced by the Khourd Mahl 

A. 1 do not fee that it could, in any Kefpedi:. 

CL Do you know whether any Meafure, in which the Englilh were at all .concerned, could pro- 
duce, or in any Degree contribute, to thofe Diflreftes ? 

A. I do not think, that the Interference of the Englilh could have effeacd the Eftablilhment of 
the Khourd Mahl, in any Kel'pea. 

CL You mentioned YcHerday the Diftria wliich was alllgned for the Maintenance of the Khourd 
Mahl? 

A. It was the Diftrift of Sultan pore, and I apprehend that I Ihould have made a Miftake, and 
c.allcd it Sahlone. Sahlone was the Benum’s Jaghire, but Sultanporc is the Diftrid that was af- 
fjgned for the Maintenance of the Khouid Mahl. 

CL Whether that Country of Sultanporc was, in the Whole, or In Part, ever affigned to the 
Lnglilh ? 

A. I 
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A. I cannot fay that it was ; all I know is, that Letaffit Ali Khan told me that Sultanporc was 
the Diftrift from whence they drew their Subfiftence but whether the Whole of the Revenues of 
that Diftriifl were afllgncd for it, or whether they were to deduft 40,000 Rupees annually, I can- 
not fay. 

What do you mean by deducing 40,000 Rupees annually i Do you mean whether the Af- 
fignment was of 40,000 Rupees only^ or ot the whole Rent ? 

A. What the whole Kent of the Diftrid might be, I do not know ; it might be Two or Three 
Lacks of Rupees; all I knew was, that they had their Subfiftence drawn from that Diftrid. 


But you fpoke of 40,000 Rupees ? 

A. That was the Sum allotted them for their Maintenance; it was paid by the Foujedar of 
Sultanpore to Lctafht All Khan. » 

The Queftion was, whether you knew that the Country of Sultanpore was ever, in Part, or 
in the Whol«*, affigned over to the Englilh ? 

A. I never heard of any particular Aftignment of that Diftiid to the Englifli, 


Q. I underftand you to have faid, that the Sum of 40,000 Rupees annually was afligned for 
the Maintenance of the Khourd Mhal, paid to Letaffit Ali Khan, and by him diftributed for 
that Purpofe; whether that Sum was confidcrcd as fufficient for that Purpofc, if regularly 
paid ? 

Letaffit Ali Khan informed me, fn the Courfe of Converfation at tht Time of their Di:'. 
'/f p that if this ftipulatcd Sum had bec» paid regularly, there never would have been any Caufe 

Whether Letaffit Ali Khan was in any Refpedl fobjeit to the Orders of the Begums, or ci- 
of them ? 

^VNot in the lead, that ever I onderftood. 

ni^i/as in the Country of Oude in 1779, 1780, 17S1, and 1782 ? 

A. Tlic greateft Fart of them, I was. 


Whetlier you recolleft any Drouglit in the Country in either of titofe Years, or in all of 

them ? 

A. Yes ; there was. 


Q. In wliith ? 

A. In the Years 1781 and 1782. 

Q. By Drought, you mean, a Defctd of Rain from the Nature of tiie Seafon ? 

A. Yes. 

Whether the Cultivation of the Country fuflercd confiJer.tbly in Confequcnce of tliat 
Drought ? 

A. Confiderably. 

Q, Whether you ever heard any Complaints, of the EngliHi Olficcrs being ill-treated, in tlreir 
Paffage through the Country of Cheit Sing ? 

A. There have been many Complaints, that the Feople were infolent to them, as they pafled 
through the Country : I never met with any Interruption myfelf. 

Q. I underftood you was in the Country of Oude at the Time of the Infurrcflion at Benares -, 
whmer, fuppofingthc Lnglifh Arms had been untuccelsl'ul at Faiecta, a general Infurredion in the 
Country was not much to be apprehended at that 1 ime ? 


The Managers for the Commons defired the Counfcl would mark the Period they 
alluded to at Pateeta, as there were Two Aftions there. 

The Witnefs was alked } 


Was there ever an Attack upon Pateeta 
A. There was, by Colonel Popham. 


Q. (by tbt Managers.) Where was you at the Time ? 

A. I was upon my March from the Mahratta Country, to join tlic Brigade under the Command 

of Colonel Morgan. 

Where was that Brigade then ? 

A. It was then in the Douab. 


Q. {by Counsel.) Suppofe the Britilh Arms had been unfuccefsful in the Month of September 
ag^lt Pateeta, would it not have afforded a favourable Opportunity to their Enemies to take Ad- 
vantage of it ? 

A. That is Matter of Opinion entirely. It would, undoubtedly, have given very great Encou- 
ragement to an Infurredion. 

® 6 What 


6 
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a What did you know of the Situation of th<f Begum’s Foitet in September 1781 ? 

A, At chat Period I coounanded a Detachment in the Mahratta Country of Two Regiments. 
The Begums had a Force in their own Diftrid, but what Number they were, I cannot fay. 

Prqm the State of the Oouab, wbat EfFc^l would any Difadvantage fuffered in Benares have 
had upon that Diftrift ? 

A. Upon the Diftrid in the Douab ? 

Qt Yes, there was a Britifh Force ftationed there-, would that Force in the Douab have been in 
Danger from a Failure at Benares ? 

A. Had a general Infurredion taken place, it would have been, a very difficult Matter for the 
Englilb Troops in the Douab to have extricated themfclves-, but I only fpeak of a general In- 
furredion : The Troops then in the Douab could not have affeded us very materially, becaute 
there were very few Troops in the Douab, at that Period, but Englilh Troops. 

Qj^ Whether, at that Period of Time, the perfonal Safety of Mr. Haftings was not confidered of 
great Confequence to the Protedion of the Britilh Government in India ? 

A. It undoubtedly was fo much fo, that when Major Lumfdaine came up to the Head of my Re- 
giment on a March to lllihabad, and related the Circumftances of fcveral Detachments being cut 
off 


What happened when Major Lumfdaine came to the Head of your Regiment ? 

A. He faid an Exprefs had arrived with Colonel Morgan, informing him feveral Detachments 
had been cut off. My Reply was, “ If Mr. Haffings is fafe in Chunar, reft alTured he will extricate 
us out of our Difficulties -, but, on the other Hand, if he is cut off, we (hall very foon ad the laft ^ 
tragick Scene, and neither you nor I (hall live to tell tile Story.” Thofe were my Sentimer; 

Mr. Haftings at that critical Period. Major Lumfdaine is now in England. 

In what Eftimation was Mr. Haftings’s Charader in India, during the Time you ‘i 

there ? 

A. He wasefteemed a Man of very great Abilities, and a Man of Humanity. 

Qi Was he confidered as a mercenary venal Man, and a corrupt Governor, or not ? Ida^Ire any 
Drawbacks upon that Charader ? Was he confidered in a bad Light ? 

A. Before the Ad paffed for a Governor General and Supreme Council, the publick Papers, 
and all the Records of the India Houfe, fpeak highly of him as a Governor. 

Q. Do you mean that this was the Charader he held in India, or do you only mean to refer to 
wh^ has been written from India to England, for the Foundation of what you report of 
him ? 

A. His Charader was univcrfally refpeded as fuch in India j thofe Circumftances were related 
and publilbed in England •, and I mentioned the Records, not as referring your Lordihips to 
them by any Means, but that all the World might fee his general Charader upon thofe Re- 
cords. 

Q^{bya Lori) Do you mean to fpeak of the Charader which he held in India down to 
1771, or during the whole Time ? 

A. I fpeak of the Period down to 1773, as a remarkable Inftance of his Attention to the In- 
terelis of the Eaft India Company •, after that Period there were fomc little Difputes in the Council, 
and various were the Opinions refpeding them •, and I can only give Matter of bare Opinion 
upon it. 

Q, Then, generally, what was the Charader which Mr. Haftings bore during the whole Time 
of ^ur being in India, in Point of Integrity, in Point of Humanity, and Attention to the Com- 
pany’s Affairs, throughout the Whole of his Government, and throughout all India, from the 
Beginning to the End, as well after 1773, as before ? , . ,• •. . 

A I have anfwercd that Qiicftion, I think, very fully t however, I will be more explicit : I 
looked upon Mr. Haftings as a very great Man, and as a Man of Integrity and Humanity.- 
Many Inftanccs of his Generofity have been related j none of them come within my Knowledge, as 
I never had the Pleafure of his Acquaintance until I returned to England. 

Q, I think you faid you never faw Mr. Haftings till you came to England ? 

^ At St. Helena was the firft Introdudion, to the teft of my Kccollcdion, that I had to him, 
when Mr. Haftings came to pay a Vifit to Colonel Muir, who lived in the lame Quarters that 

I did. 

Q. There were fome Letters that were delivered by you to Mr. Middleton, can you recoiled 
wh^er they were the Originals of the Letters in the Perfian Language, or Copies of them t do 

^‘‘A^rnh^ were*tl^ Uttw given to me by the B^m from Colonel Hannay and 
doiH they were in Perfian. Tliey were the onginal L«tera, and had the Signatures of Colonel 
Hannay and Captain Gordon affixed to them— the Initials of their Names. 

to R 


Q;. Were 
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Were the Iniriak only put to thofc Letters ? ' 

A. That was all. Never more than juft the Initials were put to any Letter. 

What became of thofe Letters ? 

A. Whether I returned them to the Begum again, or have them in my Poflefllon now, I really 
cannot fay exactly. 

<T Did you receive them back from Mr. Middleton ? 

A. I did. 

How foon after you had delivered them ? 

A, A few Hours, probably a Day j I will not charge my Memory exadlly with it ; I think it 
was in the Courfe of the fame Day. I rather believe I gave them to him in the Morning, and re- 
ceived them back again the fame Day •, but I will not be pofitivc. 

But whether thofc Letters arc deftroyed, or whether they are in your prefent Cuftody, is more 
than you know ? 

A. I do not recoiled at prefent, whether I did deliver them back to the Begum, or whether I 
have them now among my Perfian Papers. 

Whether your Letter to Mr. Middleton, of the 19th of Odober 1782 (a), was anfwercd by 
his SuccelTor in Office, Mr. Briftow ? 

A. I do not know whether it was anfwcred by Mr. Middleton or Mr. Briftow, I cannot charge 
ray Memory with itj but it was about the Period of Mr. Middleton’s Departure. 

tlie laft Queftion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk. 

’ f Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Words “ inclofmg thofc Letters,” 

were added by the Counfel in putting the Queftion, after the Date of the Letter, 
Ifl ^r e omitted. 

fame were ordered to be inferted, viz. 

" C^^hether the Letter of the 19th of Odober 1782, inclofing thole Letters, was anfwercd 
by his Succeftbr in Office, Mr. Briftow ? 

A. I do not know, whether it was anfwercd by Mr. Middleton or Mr.Brjftow: I cannot charge 
my Memory with it, but it was about the Period of Mr. Middleton’s Departure.” 

Q. Do you remember the Letter from the Begum to Mr. Middleton? 

A. If the Honourable Managers will permit me to refrcfti my Memory by looking into their 
Book, I will give a very dired Anfwer to it. 

Then a Book was fliewn to the Witnefs, and he proceeded as follows : 

A. Mr. Middleton never did reply to that Letter of the 19th Odober 1782. It is a very 
fingular Letter, and if it was read, your Lordftiips would perceive that it was fo ftrongly imprelTcd 
upon me, that I could not make a Miftakc. Mr. Middleton never did anfwer it. 

Q. That is a Letter, of the 19th Odober, from you to Mr. Middleton? 

A. Yes. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, that the Queftion put by the Counfel had 
led the Witnefs to a Contradiftion •, for he had juft before laid he gave the Papers 
perfonally to Mr. Middleton, and the Counfcl’s Queftion made it tliat they were en- 
clofed. 

The Witnefs faid. 

The Letter of the 19th Odober, which lenclofcd to Mr. Middleton, was from the Bhow Be- 
gum } for I particularly mention “ The enclofcd Letter from the Bow Begum is in Reply to yours 
“ which I delivered on my Return to this Place.” {b) The Papers were delivered to Mr. Middleton 
before that Period, when I was at Lucknow. 

Q^ Which Papers? 

A. The Letter from Colonel Hannay, and Captain Gordon’s Letter to her, I delivered to Mr. 
Middleton when I was at Lucknow. 

Qi At what Time was that ? How long before that Letter ? 

A. It muft be about the Beginning of Odober-, but I cannot exadiy recoiled the Date. 

. Q, Can jog afeertatn the Time before the i^th of Odober 1782, when you had been at Luck- 
now? , 

A. I cannot exadiy fay, but I believe it was in the Beginning of Odober, or about the Mid- 
dle of Odober. 


{a) Vide fupra, Page 749, & infra. Page 896. ' (i) Vide fupra, ibid. & infra, ibid. 
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^ *" ***•* Book, now before 70U, of the 20th September,' 

* Manager is cxadlly right j for here is my Letter dated the aoth of Sco- 

nH hl’i <«™« Time paft indirpofed with a fovenfo Complain^ 

“ter, to. in tpS!" ■'" " »“ “« '“ O'- 

yo^^M^orM. »^jTir;.^ " " 

A. I fancy I arrived the Third Day after that; I think I only made Four Days March of it. 

Was that the Time at which you delivered thofe Papers ? 

A. I believe it was when I was at Lucknow at that Time. 

**'“ '* Rook before you, from Mr. Briftow. 

addrefled to you, Ixaring Date the 4th November 1782, in which there is this AcknowIcJRement: 

‘ I received your Letters of the 12th, 19th, 27th, and 30th, Ultimo ?”(^) 

A. I dare fay I did, I have not a Doubt about it •, and I fancy I could produce the original 

l^ClCCI* • 


Q. Did you know the Court of Sujah ui Dowlah ? 

A. I did. 

Qi Did you know the Court of Afoph ul Dowlah ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi Was there a material Alteration in the Countenance, Figure, and Eftablilhmeht of 
Court, from that kept by his Father f JpP 

A. The prefenc Nabob never did, from the Beginning, keep fuch a fplendid Court ashis 
Father did. 

Not from the Beginning ? 

A. Not from the Beginning. I was at Fyzabad when he was Firft placed upon the Mufnud. 

Q. From the Time of his being placed on the Mufnud, rubicquent to that Time, did you ob- 
ferve any material Alteration made in the Figure of Afoph ul Dowlah’s Court ? 

A. None of any Confequence. 

Q. (ly the Managers.) You have dated, that you arc not furc whether you returned thofc Let- 
ters, or not, to the Begum, or whether you have them now in your Pofleflion : Recoiled:, whether 
you did not afterwards, in November, convey other Copies of thofe Letters from the Beguib to 
Mr. Bridow ■ — - of Colonel Hannay’s and Captain Gordon’s Letters ? 

A. I did. 


Q. Then die mud have had them returned, to have font Copies of them to Mr. Bridow ? 
A. I gave him Copies of them. 



of them to 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, it was about the End of Offober. 

Then thofe Letters mud have been in your Pofleflion at that Time ? 

A. They were; but whether on my taking Leave of the Court, and quitting that Station, which 
I did in December following, I delivered them to the Begum, or kept them, 1 cannot fay ; but I 
am fure 1 could not have delivered them to the Begum till then, if 1 did at that Period. 

Do you fay, you font the Copies to Mr. Bridow ? 

A. If I rccollcid right, I enclofed one of the Begum’s Letters along with thofe ; they were under 
Enclofures from me. 

In a Letter from the Bow Begum to Mr. Bridow, which appears to Iiave covered Copies of* 
thofe Letters from her ; She fays, “ the Letters of Thanks I have received from both thofe Gcn» 
tlcmen [Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon], are dill in my Pofleflion ; Copies of which, I gave 
in Charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middleton and then with that Letter flie 
fends other Copies to Mr. Bridow ? 

A. The Midake mud have happened on her Part, for I had the Originals, and I do not dcfpal^ 
of finding them on my Return into the Country, — She did not deliver Copies, but Originals ; I 
dare fay they are among my Perfian Papers yet. — As a Proof that they were Originals, I pointed 
out the initial Letters to Mr. Middleton, when he fufpeded that they were not Originals : that 
there were the imtiid Letters of Colonel Hannay and Capuio Gordon to them. 


(a) Vide infra. Page 896. 


(i) Vide infra. Page 897. 
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Qj^ Do you mean, that you told Mr. Middleton fo at the Time you delivered the Letters to hkn ? 
A. Yes; that I pointed that Circumdance out to Mr. Middleton. If I can find them, 1 will 
tranfmit them with the greateft Pleafure ; I do not wilh to withhold any Secret whatever. 

Q. Did you caufe thofc Letters to be trandated at Fyzabad, after your Return from Mr. 
Middleton ftom Lucknow,? 

A. I think I had a TranHation of them before I went there. 


Where, and by what Means, did you get that Trandation ? 

A. By the Adlllance of my Commandant, who afted in the Capacity of Moondiy, and the 
Adidance of Captain Hyde, who was a Captain in my Regiment. 

Where was it done ? 

A. At Fyzabad. 

Can you recolledf, whether it was after your Return from Lucknow, or previouHy to your 
going to Lucknow, that you caufed thofe Letters to be trandated ? 

A. I have already faid, that to the bed of my RecolleAion it was before I went to Lucknow. 


Qj^ Did you omit communicating to Mr. Middleton the Circumdancc of your having Trandations 
of the Letters, or did you diew thofe Trandations to Mr. Middleton ? 

A. 1 think I gave him the Originals ; and whether I mentioned any Thing of my having the 
Trandations, I do not recolleid; but it was unnccedary to Mr. Middleton, as he underdood the 
Perdan Language fo well. 

- - • ■ \Did Mr. Middleton read the Perfian Originals in your Prefence, and appear to underdand 

■' .•'irc„ 

If * 

He read a Part of them, if not the Whole ; — I cannot anfwer to the Whole : But he requeded 
^at I would leave them with him, that he might perufe them at Leifurc. 


When was Shumdiire Cawn releafed ? 

A?^le was releafed at the Time that Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were. 


Do you remember what Time that was ? 

A. December the 4th, 1782. I enlarged them by Order of his Excellency the Nabob. I have 
a Memorandum of it here, which I took to refrelh my Memory. 


The Witnefs read the fame, as follows : 

“ 4th Dec. 1782, Camp at Fyzabad. 

“ His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having been pleafed to grant the Enlargement of the Pri- 
foners Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, from their long Confinement, the Guards over the 
laid Men is f in Confequcnce withdrawn ; and Liberty granted them to pafs and repafs all Guards 
and Centinels, in common with other People.” 

And Shumfhirc Khan was enlarged at the fame Time ? 

A. Yes, he was releafed at the fame Time. 

By whom was the Order conveyed to you ? 

A. It was conveyed to me by Mr. Briftow, for the Enlargement of Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan. 

Qj^ But, for the Enlargement of Shumfhirc Khan, what Order had you ? 

A. I had none. 

Q. Your Memorandum purports, that Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were releafed by Order of 
the Nabob, but mentions nothing of the Releafe of Shumihire Khan ; upon what do you go in 
fuppofing that Shumihire Khan was imprifoned down to the 4th of December ? 

A. When I received Orders to enlarge Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan, no Mention was made of 
Shumihire Khan ; I did not know what to do with him, but 1 fpoke to Bahar and Jewar Ali 
Khan, and I alked them whether they would be refponfible for Shumihire Khan if I (hould do 
wrong in delivering him, fo as to return him again into my CuRody to be a Prifoner, in cafe I 
Ihoulu be called to account; and, in confequcnce of their Promife, I releafed him, and he 
ftands now in that very Predicament, and no Demand was ever made to me for Shumihire 
Khan. 

Q. Whether, while you had Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan and Shumihire Khan in your CuRody, 
anylnquiry whatever was let on foot, in order to difeover their fuppoled Treafon and Rebellion 
againR the Nabob and the EngliRi ? 

A. I do not recoiled that there was any publick Enquiry of that Kind. 

Qj^ Was any Enquiry at all, that you remember, fet on foot ? 

A. 1 do not recoiled any thing more than Gentlemen by accident juR fpeaking to them : There 
was no Enquiry by Authority ; Converfations might have palTcd upon that Subjed. 


For 
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For wliat Purpofc were Bahar and Jcwar Ali Khan taken out of your Cuftody, and fcnt to 
Luc^cnow i And when were they fo taken out ? 


The Witnefs read the following Memorandum : 

June i8th, fent thePiifoncrs Jcwar and Bahar Ali Khan to Luc^ow, in Charge of Lieute- 
nant Crow, with Two Companies of Sepoys.** 

For what Purpofe were they fcnt to Lucknow ? 

A. It is impofliblc for me to fay, for what Purpofc ; but I fcnt them by Order of the Re* 
fident. 

Did the Order from the Rcfident convey any Thing more to you, than the mere Order for 
fending them, or did it exprefs to you for what Purpofc they were to be fcnt ? 

A. I ftiould fuppole for the Purpofe of getting the Payment of the Balance from them. 

How do you colleft that Senfe ? Was it Part of the Order ? 

A. I only colleft it from the general Senfc of Mr. Johnfon’s Letter to me. 

Did not you learn from Mr. Johnfon’s Letter — according to your Memory of that Letter now, 
that Severities had been threatened to be ufcd to them in Lucknow, in order to get from them the 
Secret of the Place where the Treafures were concealed at Fyzabad ? 

A. 1 do not know whether Mr. Johnfon did exprefs it in his Letter to me j I rather think 
he faid he had ufcd Threats, but I do not recollcdt Severities being mentioned ; but the L^r 
will (hew it. 

Who commanded the Guard which efcorted Bahar and Jcwar Ally Cawn to LucknovC 

A. Lieutenant Crow. ' 

Q. You fay, in a Letter to Mr. Johnfon, of the a3d of July 1782, that “ the Elder Begunj^P 

peared at one Time very anxious to begin an Engagement*’ («) : Recollefl, whether jo^did 

not underftand that Threat to be with an Intention that (he herfelf might be deftrop^— and 
that you underftood it to be her Determination to die in a rebellious Blaze (^). — Do you recoiled 

that Paflage ? ^ r, r 

A. 1 do recoiled it, and I believe it would favc a great Deal of Trouble if the Kelt ot my 

Corrcfpondcncc upon that Subjed was read ; particularly my Letter in Anfwcr to Mr. Johnfon’s 
laft Letter that was read Yefterday : Mr. Johnfon’s Letter implied fomc little Mifcondud on 
my Part, which I anfwcrcd fully j and I feel myfclf hurt at its not being read, becaulc my 
Charader as a Soldier is at Stake. 

Read, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnfon, dated the 2d An- 
Euft 1782 from the printed Minutes of the Evidence taken betore a Committee ot 
the whole Houfe of Commons, on ThurlUay the i8th May 1786, already delivered in, 
beginning at Page 83 of the fame. 


“ To Richard Johnfon Efquire, Rcfident at Lucknow. 

«« 1 h^rt?Icknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 31(1 ulf, which makes it rctiuifitc 
for me to point out clearly to you the Impradicability of maintaining the I oft at the Elder Begum s 

Gate, in the Mode you preferibe in your Letter of the 2 2d olr u r 1 .. .1 - 

« The Elder Begum had aflembied not Ids th.in hour thouland Men in the City, befides the 
whole Country were in Motion to her Aftiftance. With fuch a Force, was it poftible ‘he De- 
tachment to maintain the Poft at thc^Gate, if they were not luffcrcd to enter the fame when fired 

and Men will ftand tamely in a Street when fired on, through 
Windows. Doors, Loopholes, &c. &c. which furround and command them, without exerting 
every Ability to deftroy that fecreted Enemy ? And can it alfo be fuppoled that, when fired upon, 
they will (haniefully retreat, under the fcandalous Appellation of cowardly bellows . Epithets that 
miahThave been iwjuftly applied by the Begum’s Teople, had the Attempt been made, and God 
forbid that I (hall ever live to hear fo fcandalous a Refleftion thrown out on the Corps I command. 
It™ ht .0 re,™ King ...1 Co™„y ne,, Tc.,. " 

ApproWon of my S„pe,.o,. , tL 

wanted wantonly w y P of every military Man, had the Detachment been ordered 

inevitably have been the Cafe in the ^sot every y . Governor 

Sf.Trf<JrAStR And did .he whole 

•“‘'Syme., fo, no. poulng Clwy, Smg .0 ,nll.n. 

Death when the Attack was made on the Guard. __ 
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(i) Vide infra, ibid. 


(a) Vide iufn^ Page 894- 


“ Th«fe 
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I hcR were Circun'iRances that required dne Attention on my Part*, and I do afiurc you, it 
di'i not appear poRibIc to have continued that Guard an Hour longer, without an Attack from 
them i the Conlcqucnce of which would, in all Probability, have been a more ferioiis Rebellion 
than th.ir of Cheyt Sin-'N was, yet not, in any refpefl, fatal to this Detachment, for the Orders I 
h.id |»iven almoil cnkired Succels, in calc of an Attack. 

Situation and Circomlfanccs ^vifiblc to every Perfon here) made it requifitc to withdraw the 
Guard the Moment the He^um requtllcd it, unlefs my Orders for extirpating every Man in Arms 
liad been clear and pofitive, and which, from the Tenour of your Letter, 1 never could expeft to 
receive, as you f.iy, “ it is not worth proceeding to Extremities with fo rel’pcvftable a Family, See'* 
I am very h.ippy, the I liirty-third Regiment was here, and particularly lo, that Major Buchannan 
commanded it, wlvjle Lxngth of Service and Ready Conduit has met with general Applaulc — 
Jlis Sentiments and mine coincided in evciy Particular. 

“ I have now to nnlwer your Letter of the 3 id, wherein you difapprove of my withdrawing 
the CdiMid; a Circumllance that you imagine has caufed the total Failure of this Bufinefs. — In 
kep'y to which, give me Leave to obferve, that the only Mode of paying the Balance, without 
[UJiiig to Extremities, is, in my humble Opinion, by that Agreement to all Appearance made per- 


C 


inanent. 

“ She has j^romilcd, in the moR facred Manner, to deliver up the Cafli, Jewels, &:c. that Ric 
Ins in her PoRlRion, 10 makegood the fame, 

“ Should 111'- iKJt Rand to this Agreement, my Promife to her, of vifiting the Elder Begum, is 
void, and Ihc (R courfe becomes a State Prifoner in the Fort, where every HeRraint that may be 
td rujuifit(‘ can be more eafily enforced, than if flie was at the Elder Begum’s in the City. 
;/\now to ie(|ueR, fince you have difapproved of the Agreement, wliich appeared to me the 


ijjgible c4nd IcLure, that you will draw up the Terms which are to be accepted of, and every 


n in my l^owcr fliall be made to obtain them 
(jC, ‘‘ I am, Dear Sir, 

' I ) zabad, Your obedient humble Servant, 

2JVuguR 17SZ. (Signed) M. Gilpin.” 

To flicw the Situation the Begums were in at this Time, and the Probability there 
was of an Engagement, 


Read, the following Letters from the fame Book, beginning at Page 80 of the 
fame. 


“ I'o Richard johnfon Efquire, Rcfident at the Court at Lucknow. 

Sir, 

“ I'hc* Situation of Affairs all Day YeRerday was very precarious, fo much fo, that by the En- 
crc.ile of Troops in the C ity, I every Moment expefted the ferious Scene to open. 

“ 'Idle Bhow Begum fcnc no MeRiigeall the Day, which confirmed me in Opinion Rie meant an 
immediate /Attack; and in confcqucnce I was prepared in every refpedf, and gave the ncccfiary 
Inllriiclions to every PoR and Party. 

“ h arly in the F.vening, the Bhow Begum fent to requeR I would lent! my Commandant to 
her, which I le.uiily complied with, but told him to tell her, “ That aRcmbling fuch ;t numerous 
IRirce in the 'I’own was needlels ^ that I had given Orders, in cale of a lingle Shot Irom them, 
to ent-r rile idilace, and put to Death every Man in Arms; that the Banarals MaR.icrc was itill 
(reili in liic Minds of the Oihcers and Sepoys; and that, notwithRanding the Orders I had given 
t ) fpaic* Women and Children, I could not cxpetR: much Delicacy would be oblerved, if once 
they enrcMCvl ; I thetelorc lecommcndcd her to confider the critical Situation, and come to 
Terms.” 

‘‘ She gave me every ARurance that Rie wiflied for Peace and Qiiictnefs, but infinuated as 
nnich, as that fhe was not abfolutely Millrefs of her own Conduft; and I have Reafon to fuppole 
the Elder Begum \yas very defirous and anxious to begin an Engagement; nay, I am convinced, 
by vaiious corroborating CircumRances, that Ihe was rcfolutcly bent, and firmly refolvcd, to die 
as Ihe had lived, in a rebellious Blaze. 

“ However, about 12 o’Clock at Night the Bhow Begum agreed to give up every Thing flic 
liad, to be clifpoled of for tlie Ihiyment of the Balance due, but that flae could not get at the 
Jewels and other valuable Goods, until the Arrival of the Prifoncrs Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn ; 
tiiat as loon as they arrived the 'Filings (hould be depofited. 

It IS alfo, 1 believe, certain, that flic never will agree to any other Terms while flic remains 
under the Roof of the EKlcr Begum. 

“ Finding it was ablolutely impoRible to keep much longer from a general Engagement, and 
not having Orders to Rorm the Palace, or difarm the I'roops (which, by the bye, would have been 
a bloody Scene) I accepted thole Terms, and withdrew the Guards, at the Requeft of the Begum; 
and I now wait your InRruftions and Reply to my Letter of the 21R. 

“ I have further to add, that flie has confirmed the Agreement by Letter this Morning, afliiring 
me, be the Conlequences what they will, fhe has no other Mode of Payment; at the fame Time 
flic cxprdlls much Satisfadlion that this difagrceable Bufinefs is fo near adjufted. 

« The 
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The Twenty-third Regiment has by this been detained only One Day, as Major Bgchannan 
could not poffibiy have marched before the Twenty-fourth. He will now march from this the 

25th. 

“ I have the Honour to be. Sir, 

‘‘ Fyzabad, Your mollobcdicn^^ humble Servant, 

July 1782* Martin Gilpin, 

Major Commanding.*' 


Sir, 


To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


Oil, 

“ I am honoured with your Letter of the 23d, and am much concerned that you did not wait 
the Anfwer to your Firll Letter, before you withdrew the Reftraint placed upon the Begum, with 
fo fucccfsftil an Appearance. You prorniled in your Letter of the 2ifl to hold what you had got, 
and to remain as you were-, had you abided by this Engagement, you would luve found, by my 
rubfequent private Letter, written the Day after my Reply to your Expiefs of the 21ft, the 
certain Succefs of the Elan which now is thrown further back than ever-, for, if 1 underiLind 
your lad, an f unlimited Amount are to be delivered up, with a pohtive Agreement to rcleafe the 
Prifoners *, whereas, before this laft Effort on our Side (in which I do not learn that the lame 
Station was occupied that was poffeffed on the firft Reftraint upon the Palace (iate) the elder Begum 
offered One Lac k in Part Payment, for only transferring the i'rifoners ; .and afterwards, upon lUr- 

. _ J! .L,. ... U ..a'. 1 II.U’ 


Oiiereu wne ijdi n niiaiL i riymmi, lui ciniy ii aiiMci i ing iiic i i nwiic i , .mvi aiv». i 
rounding the Palace, the Buw Begum oft'ered One Half of the Money down, and the Remainder in 
Goods (much preferable to the prelcnt Offer) which was refuied, bccaufe fhe would give no Scciiiii^ 
t )rthe l^eiformance of her Oft'er, to obtain which you placed the Second Reftraint ^ and have 
‘ ’ ' favourable I'crms, and t what wc ponelled in Hand from the Re!' 


withdrawn them upon lels 
tire I'iirt Rertraint, ar.d tlii', at a 


‘1 imc wlicn vou hail iloublc the l-orce, One Hall ol wlmlij 


have fcouieil the 'I’uwn ol any aimed Force it could coniain, while the Kemaiiuhr could rcar<C'i 
fail of maintainin'; its Foil uninterruptedly round the Falacc. l-'rom the Steps ot Compii^ 
immediately adopted by the Begum in her Overtures to the Shrofls at Lucknow, it is 
(in Addition to the Convicliun ot her Ability, and other Arnumcius haearded in my lalLifrit flic 
could never mean to attempt an Attack upon your I’oft. — But, dropping all ulcld'^nucuflioii 
upon what is pad, and ot courle rcmedilers, I muft apply to her OFicr through you, upon which ^ 
you have now withilrawn the (uiard ; it is this. That il 1 retufcil the turmer advantageous 
Tenders for Waiitof lome Security, I (till mofc pofitively rejeft this, which is neither to advantageous, 
and equally unaccompanied with the lead Shallow of Security, and burthened with a Demand ot 
releafing her Agents as loon as what the may chufc to depofit fhall be declared. J his, as the 
Beirum has dropped her Fird Teims, I now refute to ap;rce to, as I ought to have done then, 
when propofed as a Condition upon the Payment : I always laid, that il tiirough their Means the 
Company’s Balance could be liquidated, it would give me an Opening to recommend them to 
Lenity, and an eafy Dil'charge from the Crimes they dand acrultd ot ; but to dijnilate lucli art 
Exchanoe, would be indecent on my Behalf, a Circumdaiicc I had not before rutlicicnily weighed, 
but which I have now an Opportunity to edablilh. Upon the Whole, therefore, the lollowing is 
the only Line for you to follow now: Fird, to prohibit throughout the Town any armed Men ap- 
pearing in the Streets; and after due Notice given, to order condant Patroles to execuic it, and 
in cafe the Regulation is not Ipeedily and driidly obeyed, to make b.xample ot the fird Otfenders; 
next to cdabldh fuch P. tls, at kith Didanccs as you (ball deem practicable and tenable to a 
Certainty, round the Palace, through winch whoever fliali pleafc may pafs, from the Balacc, but 
none return within it. Thus gradually. Once more, for a Third J'lme, ic-edabliflung the I'lrll: 
Redraint, and remaining in that Pofitton, whatever may be the Refult rif it (unlels that it § im- 
mediate full Payment or lull Security, without Redriaions and Stipulations on our Side) uiitd the 
Guards diall be ordered off. My Motive tor kibicribing this Ibiw and quiet Method is lounded 
merely upon your Information of the violent Intention of the Fldcr Begum, which the will haye 
no Opportunity of carrying far by this Mode, as the Forces within the Palace cannot, or ought 
not to be conliderable, for the Reafons affigned in my lad, founded upon the neccllary Precau 
tions that I cannot doubt has been obferved, to prevent armed Men going into the Palace. 

“ I fhall have no Objection to transfer the Conlincmcnt ot the Priibners to your Camp at fy/a- 
bad when the Becnim may return to any Terms that can be accepted, as I know their Prclince there 
may be of Ul'e, although I alto know that their being here is great Subjeft ot Alarm to the 

^*»'^B^lTepeat, that (hould you again be able to rc edablifli yourfclf, as I hope, without any 
Strugale, which you mud fee, from this and my lad, how much I wilh to avoid, that you upon 
no Account withdraw until the Fropofals fliall have been referred, and iune given for an An- 
fwer from hence, unlels in the Cafe of full unconditional Submiffion and Compliance trom the 

^“^It’is not rational to fuppofe that die will long fubinit to troublcfomc Redraint, poffe^fling the 
Means, as I know (be does, for releafing hcrfelf ; I therefore place great Reliance ‘Je Lflca 
of your fulfilling the Spirit of thelc Difedions. The Letter mud depend upon Circumltanccs, and 

your own Difcrciion. , , ^ 


sic in 


SicinOitg. 


§ Sic in Oiij. 
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“ To Nkth‘ Middleton, Efquire. 

n Sir 

» I have’ the Pleafurc to enclofe you Ten Bills of Exchange on the Bankers at Lucknow, amount- 
ing to Fifty thoufand Rupees, on account of the Balance due from the Bhow Begum, which 1 re- 
ceived from the Prifoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn. 

“ Hoolafs Roy is of Opinion that the Goods which I have received from the Bhow Be- 
gum are well worth Four Lacks of Rupees, even allowing that they fell greatly under their 

Value, . 

“ The Goods were to have left Fyzabad To-day, but owing to a continued Rain I have delayed 
them until Choppers can be made for the Hackeries. 

“ I have had a Paper War with the Elder Begum thefe Two Days; fhe did promife to lend 
One Lack to be paid to me, how far I lliall be able to fucceed I cannot yet fay however, I am 
hopeful, even without her Affiftance, that I lhall get all together between Five and Six Lacks on Ac- 
count of this Balance. 

“ I am under Promife to the Begum of vifiting Lucknow with fuch Propofals, that 
will, I hope, enilire the fmall Balance that may remain, although the Elder Begum Ihould 
not alii ft. 

“ I have the Honour to be. Sir, 

“ Fyzabad, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

tSicinOrig. t5th SeptenV lySt. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

Major Commanding.*’ 


“ To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

^ am honoured with your Letter of the 15th. As it is not poflible I can liften to any Terms 
^ the Begums before the final Difcharge of their conditional Agreement for 55 Lacks, your com- 
pere upon fuch an Agency can only be Lofs of Time in completing the Recovery of the Ba- 
lance^ 6,55,000, for which your Regiment was fent to Fyzabad ; I muft therefore defire you will 
leave iNftforts, gentle or harfh, unattempted to complete this before you move from Fyzabad, 
and I am very anxious that this fhould be as foon as poflible, as I want to employ your Regiment 
upon other emergent Service, now fuffering by every Delay. 

‘‘ Lucknow, I have, &c. 

17th September 1782* (Signed) N. Middleton.** 


“ Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Rcfident at the Court at Lucknow. 

Sir, 

“ Impcrfe( 5 l Health for fomc Time paft, with a Feverilh Complaint, and violent Head Aches, 
encrcafing rather too faft, made it abfolutcly ncccflary for me to quit the unwholcfome Air of Fy- 
zabad many Days fooncr than I cither intended or was prepared for, as a Change of Air and Me- 
dical AfTiftancc was now become neceflary. 

‘‘ I had the Pleafurc to receive your Letter of the 17th, fince my Arrival here, the Dauk having 
miffed me on the Road. I have to affure you there will be no Time loft by my Journey to Luck- 
now, for I fancy the Balance that may remain, after the Sales of the F'ffe&s, will not be a Sub- 
jedt Matter to detain the Regiment from the adive Service you propolc for it ; and my Prefence, 
on this Occafion, is alfo requifite at Lucknow, to provide the ncccflary Stores for a Campaign. 
My Stay at Lucknow will be very fliort, if my Health will admit of an immediate Return ; it is a 
Place I have neither Inclination to vifit, or Bufinefs to delay me long at. 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be, Sir, 

“ Deriabad, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

SeptenV 20th 1782. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

“ N. B. Lieut. Brown, with tlic EfFcdls, marched from Fyzabad the 17th, and I hope he will 
arrive with you by the 20th or lift.” 

“ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq. Rcfident at the Court at Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

“ The enclofed Letter from the Bhow Begum, is in Reply to yours which I delivered on my 
Return to this Place. 

“ She obferves to me, that her Situation is truly pitiable, her Eftate fcqueftcred, her Treafury 
ranfacked, her Cojahs Prifoners, and her Servants delcrting daily from her for Want of Subfiftence. 
That fhe has folicited the Loan of Money to fatisfy the Demands of the Company from every Per- 
Ton that Ihe imagined would or could alTift her with any : But the Opulent will not liften to her 
Adverfity. She did hope the Wardiobe that was fent to Lucknow might have fold for at leaft 
One Half of the Company’s Demands on her: But even Jewelry and Gg^s, fhc finds (from woe- 
ful Experience) lofes its Value the Moment it is known they came from her. 

“ That (he has now folicited the Loan of Ca(h from Almafs Ally Cawn ; and if flic fails in this 
t Sic in Orig. Application, flie has no Hopes of event borrowing a Sum equal to the Demand. 

A* « She 
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** She thanks you kindly for your Fricndfhip towards herj and hopes you will lay the Copies of 
ihofc original Letters, which I gave you to read, before the Honourable the Governor Cicncral and 
Supreme Council, to convince them that the Information they received refpefting any rebellious 
Principles on her F^rt, at the 1 ime ot Cheyt Sing’s, was wicked, and without Foundation. 

** L of Converfation, on her Part, to the urging Arguments 

which I have ufed to obtain the Balance. b b & 

^ , •* I have the Honour to be, 

** Camp at Fyzabad, Sir 

ipthCJdlobcr 1782. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

Major Commanding.^* 

Read, the following Extract from Book D, already delivered in, beginninir at 
Page 1 20 of the fame. 


“To Major Gilpin. 

“ Dear Sir, Lucknow, aid Oftober 1782. 

“ Enclofcd I have fent the Nabob’s Bond to the Begum, as it may probably afforii ibnie 
Satisfaftion to deliver it yourfelf. The Multiplicity of Bufinels I have had upon my Hands for 
this Ibme Time paft, mull plead my Apology for not having done it before. 

“ I am, with Ellccm, 

“ Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton.” 


“ N. B. The above mentioned Bond of the Nabob Vizier’s to the Begum for R* 82,000, ; 's’ 
difpatched by the Dauk from Lucknow to Major Martin Gilpin at Fyzabad, on the izd .j; 

1782, by ^ 

(Signed) J. C. M."'""' 


Read, the following Letters from the Minutes of the Evidence before a Cot 
mittee of the Whole Houfe of Commons, already delivered in, beginning at 
of the fame. 



“ To John Briltow Efquirc, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 

“ Sir, 

“ Lalt Night, about Eight o’clock, the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenana, under the 
Charge of Letaffut Ally Cawn, allembled on the Tops of the Buildings, crying in a moll la- 
mentable Manner for Food ; that for tlie lall Four Days they had got but a very Icanty Allow- 
ance, and that Ycllerday they had got none. 

“ The melancholy Cries of Famine are more cafily imagined than deferibed, and from their 
Reprefentations, I fear the Nabob’s Agents for that Bufinefs arc very inattentive j I therefore 
think it requifite to make you acquainted with the Circumll.ince, that his Excellency the Nabob 
may caufe his Agents to be more circumlpetfl in their Conduit towards thefc poor unhappy 
Women. 

“ I have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

“ Fyzabad, Your moft obed' humble Scrv*, 

30ih OdobMySz. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

Major Comm'.” 


“ To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


“ Sir, 

“ 1 have received your Letters of the 12th, 19th, 27th, and ,30th ultimo. 

“ I communicated the Contents of that of the 30th to the Minifter, who promifed me to ifluc 
Orders for the Payment of a Sum of Money to relieve the Diftrefs of the Khourd Mahl. 1 
lhall alfo forward a Bill for 'Fen Thoufand Rupees to you, in the Courfc of Three or Four Days t 
and if, in the mean 'Fime, you may find Means to fupply to the Amount of that Sum, I will 
become perlonaliy rcfponfible to you for the Rc-payment. 

“ I lhall anfwcr the Begum’s Letter, when I may be able to fpcak with any Certainty on the 
Points relative to which Ihe writes me. 1 hope to ‘this alfo, in the Courfc of Three or Four *siem Orig. 
Days, and rcquelt you will make my Refpefts, and inform her of my Intentions. 

“ You will continue to adl conformable to any Inftrudlions occafionally tranfmitted to you by 
Mr, Middleton and Mr. Johnfon. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 


** Lucknow, 
4th Novem’ 1782. 


Your’s, &c. 

(Signed) John Briftow, 

Res* at the Vizier’s Court.’’ 
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“ To John BrKlow Kfquirc, RcfiJcnt at the Court at Lucknow* 


‘‘ I'lic repeated CTie^ of the Women in the Khoiird Mahl Zenana^ foi* Subfiftcncc, has been 

truly melancholy. 

They bt g moft piteoufly for Liberty, that they may earn their daily Bread by laborious Ser- 
vitude, or to be relieved from their Mifcry by immediate Death. 

“ In confequence of their unhappy Situation, I have this Day taken the Liberty of drawing 
on you in favour of Ramnarain, at I'cn Days Sight, for Twenty Son Kcrah Ri^ecs Ten thou- 
fand, which 1 have paid to Cojah Latafat Ally Cawn, under whofc Charge that Zenana is. 

‘‘ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

“ Camp at Fyzabad, Your moft obed^ humble Serv*, 

15 Novenv 1 782. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

Major Command*,’* 


Sir, 


To John BrKlow Efquire, Refidcnt at the Court at Lucknow, 


“ Before my Return to Fyzabad, the Bhow Begum had replied to his Excellency the Nabob 
Vizier’s l.etter ; the Contents of which I imagine he would communicate to you. 

“ I’hc elder Begum I underlland (from Report only) never intends to put Fen to Paper to him 
again. 

“ What Probability there may now be of ever receiving the Balance from the Begum, you, 
from her Tetter to the Nabob, will be bed able to jucige; but I am clearly of Opinion, that 
„#4^hilll her luinuchs, Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, remain Prifoners, and the Battalions continue 
• wirh any Reftraint on her, chat fhe will never agree to pay a further Sum on the Score 
/'irc'i,.^^. and indeed it appears to me only recoverable by moderate Means. If the Prifoners 
^i^Vot rt^ltafcd, and the 'I'roops withdrawn from her, I fancy (he would, in a fliort Period, enter 
into a Negeciation with you •, and on certain Terms be induced to pay the Sum wanted. 

It “ hmclolcd I (end you the Copy of a Letter which I received this Morning from her. The 
Cm^umftanees of her Servants quitting her for Want of Subfiftence, is very certain and public; 
andllj^hcr real or fidicious, I will not take upon me to determine; but I judge it necelTary to 
make you acquainted with the Circumftance. 

** I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ hyzabad, (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

j8 Nov^ 1782. Major Commands” 


To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 

Sir, 

I do myfclf the Pleafure to enclofe you a Duplicature of a Letter that will be delivered to you 
by Alfrien Ally Cawn. As it may be (bme Days before he will arrive at F'yzabad, and the En- 
largement of the Begums Eunuchs has been rclolved upon, it appears necelTary that it Ihould be 
delayed ; you will therefore immediately rcleafc Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, for 
whom, and the Begum, I (liall fend you Letters by To morrow Night’s Dawk. 

“ You will, in the mean Time, continue your Solicitation for the Balance due to the Vizier; 
and ihould you receive any Money on this Account, tranl'mit it under a proper Elcort to 
Lucknow. 

“ 1 am happy to inform you, that the Begum is highly plcafcd with your Treatment of 
licrl'elf and Eunuchs ; and I (hall not fail, in my Letter, to exprcl's the Senfe 1 entertain of your 
Conduct. 

Lucknow, (Signed) John Briftow.*’ 

the 2d December 17S2. 


“ Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 

Sir, 

“ 1 received your Letters of the 15th and 18th Ultimo. 

The Vizier having thought proper to exprefs his Pleafure, that the Begum fhould be relieved 
from the Reftraints under which her Servants have been laid, I notify the fame to you, and in- 
form you, there is no further Occafion for the Services of the Troops under your Command lla- 
lioncd at Fyzabad. 

Previous to your Departure, you will deliver over Charge of the Fort of Fyzabad w 
AulTreen Ally Cawn, or (uch Perfon as he may appoint to receive it, and to whom you will 
alfo explain any other Matters necelTary for his Information. You will rclcafe the Begum’s Eu- 
nuchs, Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, from Confinement, and you will deliver the Ar- 
tillery, Ammunition, and Stores under your Charge, belonging to the Vizicr, to Lullmun Sho- 
gul, the Aumil of Gonda, or the Agent or Agents he may appoint. 

#5 u You 
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Fyzizd Ihic? ifou "hint v- rda ivc to t!,. Tianradion. al 

SnVg d;“ •'>= », .i. Bau„« m,. 

of your Duty at Fyz"baif. **'* Excellency’s Satisfadion at your ConJuft in tlie DiCcliargc 


“ Lucknow, 
the id Decern*’ 1782. 


(Signed) 


John Uriftuw.** 


Sir, 


To John Briftow Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


Immiiitjlv nl r better of the 2d inftanr,‘.ind in confetiecnce 

immediately enlarged the 1 nloners Bchar a\lly Cawn and jewar Ally Cawn from their Confine- 

Sfadbn! i 3 <-'gums and the City of Fyzabad in gcoeial tlic grcaieit 

uCi" Jewar Ally Cawn cxprellcd their fincerc Acknow- 

ledgments to the Governor General, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for rcltor- 
ing t cm to that invaluable Blefling, Liberty, for which they would ever retain ilie moll grateful 
Kcnienibrancc i and at their Requeit I tranfmit you the inclolcd Letters. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your mon: obedient lunriblc Servant, 

^yzabad, (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 

5 December .782. Major Comma- 

Copy of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Brilbiw. 

“ Dear Sir, 

I wifh you had been prefent at the Enlargement of the Prifoners. The quivering I 
the Tears of Joy dealing down the poor Men's Cheeks, was a Scene truly afl’ccnin 
Tnltrani Shandy juflly obferves, fit only for a Sentimental Traveller. 

** If the Prayers of thefe poor Men will avail, you will, at the lad Prump, be rranll 
happicll Regions in Heaven. 

I am, &c. 

“ Fyzabad, (Signed) M. 

5 December 1782. 





The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, that they would next rc.id 
the Paper of Intelligence, which had been authenticated by Mr. I Jolt, in Itis KvidciK c 
at the Bar, (a) relative to the miferable Situation of thole Women, which they meant 
to bring home to Mr. Ilaftings. 

Read, from Book 73, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conl'ultation 
of the 17th t'ebruary 1784, beginning at Page 28 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, the i7tli February 17S4. 

“ At .1 Council ; Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prefidentj 
Edward Whelcr, and 7 • 

John Stables, } 

Mr. Maepherfon abfent froni the Prefidcncy for the Benefit of his ITealtli. 

The following Letter and its Enclofures were received from Mr. Bridow, on the 8th indant, 
and circulated. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

“ I have the Honour to forward, for your further Information, the Enclofure It con- 

tains a Relation of the Ilardlbips endured by the Ladies of the late Vizier's Zenana. 

“ I have the Honour, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) John Bridow, 

29th January 1784. Ref' at the Vizier's Court.’* 


** Tranflation of a Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad. 

“ The Ladies, their Attendants and Servants, were dill as clamorous as lad Night j Latafllttlie 
Daroga went to them and remondrated with them on the Impropriety of their Conduct, at the 
fame Time afluring them, that in a few Days all their Allowances would be paid j and fhould 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 397 and 399. 
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tliat not be the Caf , he wou’d advance them Ten Days Subfiftcnce, upon Condition that they 
leturncd to their I Libitations. Noncot them, itowever, coniented to his Ihopolal, but were ftill 
intent upon making their lii. ape through the Bazar, and in confcqucncc formed themfclves in the 
fidlowing Order, — the Chddren in the Front, behind ihcni the Ladies of the Seraglio, and be- 
hind them again the.r Attendants •, but their Intentions were fruftraied by the Oppofition which 
they met with from LatalTids Sepoys. 

“ Idle H'^xt Day LataiBc went Twice to the Women, and ufed his Endeavours to make them 
return into the Zenana, promifing to advance them io,coo Rupees, which, upon the Money 
being paid down, they agreed to comply with, but Night coming on, nothing tranfpired. 

On the Day following, their Clamours were more violent than ufual, LatafFit went 
to confer witli them on the Bufinefs of yefterday, offering the fame Terms j depending 
upon the Iddeliiy of his Fromlies, they confented to return to their Apartments, which they 
a(„cordingly did, except Two or Three of the Ladies, and moft of their Attendants. 
Latafiit then went to 1 loflimund Ally Cawn to confulc with him about what Means they 
fliould take i iUty came to a Refolution of driving them in by Force, and gave Orders 
to their Scp'»ys to beat any one of the Women who fhould attempt to move forward. The 
Scjxjys accordingly aflcmblcd, and each one being provided with a Bludgeon, they drove 
them, by Dint of Beating, into the Zenana •, the Women, feeing the Treachery of Latafit, pro- 
ceeded to throw Stones and Bricks at the Sepoys, and again attempted to get out; but, finding 
that impoflible, from tlie Gates being (liur, they kept up a continual Difchargc till about Twelve 
o’clock, when, finding their Situation elerperate, they returned into tlie Rung Mahl, and forced 
their Way fiom tlience into the Palace, and difperled themfelves about the Floufc and Gardens. 
After this, they were defirous of getting into the Begum’s Apartments; but (he, being apprized 
^ihcir In cnrions, ordered the Doors to be fhut. In the mean Time, Latafit Holhmund Ally 
polled Julliccs to fecure the Gates of the LefTer Mahl. During the Whole of this Conflitft, 
/'arcadics and Women remained expofed to the View of the Sepoys. The Begum then fent for 
and llofhmuiul Ally Cawn, whom (lie fevercly reprimanded, and infilled upon knowing the 
.^aufe of this infamous Behaviour. They pleaded, in their Defence, the Impolhbility of helping 
Jhl as the I'rcacmenc the Women had met with, had only been conformable to his Excellency the 
VizW’s Orders. The Begum alledged, that even admitting that the Nabob had given thclc 
OrdtaX^cv were by no Means authorized in this Manner to difgrace the Family of Sujah Dow- 
lah, antnbould they not receive their Allowances for a Day or 'Fwo, it could be of no great 
moment ; what had pafied was now at an F.nd, but that the Vizier (l^ould certainly be acquainted 
with the Whole of the Affair, and that whatever he direded, file fhould implicitly comply with. 
The Begum then lent for Two of the Children who were wounded in the Affray of laft Night, and 
after endeavouring to fooih them, flic fent again to Latafit and Ilofmund Ally Cawn, and in the 
Prelence of tiie Children, again exprefled her Difapprobation of their Condud, and the Impro- 
bability of Afo()h 111 Dowlah’s fuflering the Ladies and Children of Sujah Dowlah to be difgraced, 
by being expofed to the View of the Sepoys ; upon which Latafit produced the Letter from the 
Nabob, repiefeining, that he was amenable only to the Order of his F^xcellency, and that whatever 
he ordered, it was Ids Duty to obey, and that had the Ladies thought proper to have retired 
quietly into their Apartments, he would not have ulbd the Means he had taken to compel them. 
I'he Begum again ohlervcd, that what had pafied was now over. She then gave the Children 4CO 
Ru[> cs^ and di mifled them, and lent Word by Sumrud and the other Eunuchs, that if the 
Ladies would peaceably tv tire to their Apartments, Latafit would fupply them with 3 or 4,000 
Rupees for th.eir preienc l\xpences, and recommended to them not to incur any further Difgrace •, 
and that if tfiey ditl not think proper to aft agreeable to her Direftions, they would do wrong, 
'idle Lud.es followed her Advice, and about lo at Night went back into the Zenana. The next 
Morning the Begum waited upon the Mother of Sujah Dowlah, and related to her all the Cir- 
cumllances of the Dilturbance. The Mother of Sujah Dowlah returned for Anlwcr, that after 
there being no Accounts kept by Crorcs of Revenue, flie was not furprifed that the Family of 
Sujah Dowlah, in their l\ndcavours to procure Subfiftence, (hould be obliged to expofe themfclves 
to the me.inell of People. Alter bewailing their Misfortunes, and Ihcdding many Tears, the 
Begum took her leave and returned home. 

“ A true Tranflation, 

(Signed) Rob* Holt, 

AIT* to the Refident,” (a) 

Read, from Book 85, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Letter from 
Mr. Brillovv to the Board, in a Confultation of the 3d March 1783, beginning at Page 
253 of the fame Book. 


{«) Vide Appendix, N' LXXXV. 
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” Fort William, 3d March 1783. 

At a Council j Prcfcnt, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, PrefiJent j 
General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief, 

Edward Whelcr, 

John Maepherfon, 

John Stables, 

Major Gilpin, with One Battalion, has been ftationed at Fyzabad for the Purpofe of fop- 
porting the Vizier’s Claim againft the Begum, for the Recovery of his Patrimony, dcpi liicd in her 
Charge. — I applied to the Vizier immediately upon my Arrival, for his Confent to withdraw this 
Battalion, feeing little Prabability * that violent Meafures would cfTed my further Payments. — I • Sic in 
propolcd to him to trull to her Generofity for the Liquidation of the Balance, which was about 
Five Lacks. — The Vizier would not at that Time acquiefee in my Propofa! j but, determined on 
making One more Effort, previous to leaving it in her Difcrction to prolong the Term of Pay- 
ment; his Excellency accordingly addrefPed a Letter to the Begum, conveying his Senfe of her 
evading the Performance of her Engagements in very harfh Terms, and threatening, in cafe of 
Non-compliance with them, that her Eunuchs ihould continue in Confinement, and Means be 
taken to recover the Money from her, as the Company would never be fatisfied without it. — The 
Begum, in Reply, rcprcTcnted her Inability, having paid away all the Treafurc ever cntrullcd to 
her Charge by the late Vizier; but if the Eunuchs were enlarged, (lie might, with their Afilllancc, 
be enabled to raife the Money upon Credit. — On his Excellency’s receiving this Anfwcr, I renewed 
my Solicitations for Permiffion to withdraw the Battalion, refting the Matter upon the Begum’s 
Promife of difeharging the Balance when her Eunuchs (hould be rcleafed. — I was induced to 
Meafurc by the Reprefentations of Major Gilpin, who had been employed in the Bufinefs \ 

Commencement. His Opinion, aflerting that every prafticablc coercive Exertion had bee^ 

I beg leave to fubmit to you in the enclolcd Copy of his Letter to me on the Subjefl. — The'^.-^»>.‘ \ 'j; 
at Length acquiefeed in the Battalion’s being withdrawn, for which I was the more anxioui||( 
as your Inftrudions to me difapprovc of Detachments, and the State of Affairs requires thc^^^ 
pearance of a formidable Force on the Frontiers. 

‘‘ Lucknow, (Signed at the End) ‘‘ John Briii#, 

the ift December 1782. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” (^i) 


^ Elquires. 


To prove that Mr. HafHngs withheld the Communications contained in the above 
Letter, for Three Months, from the Board, 

Read, the following Extrad of a Confultatlon of the 12th of May 1783, from 
Book 80, already delivered in, beginning at Page 658 of the fame. 

“ Fort William, the 12th May lyS'j. 

■> “ At a Council •, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Mailings, Governor General, Prefident •, 

Edward Wheler, n 
John Maepherfon, J ^ 

“ The Governor General lays before the Board, the following Letters from Mr. Briltow 
to him, dated 12th December, and Inclofurcs 30th December, 4th and 31ft of March, and 8th 
April. 

“ The Battalion at Fyzabad is recalled; and my Letter to the Board of the ill inllant has ex- 
plained my Conduft to tlie Btgum. The Letter 1 addreded her, a I ranllation of which I beg leave 
to cnclofe (N“ 2), was with a View of convincing her that you readily afiented to her being freed 
from the Rellraints which hatl been bnpofed upon her, and that your Acquicfccncc in her Suffer- 
ings was a Meafurc of Necellity, to which you were forced by her extraordinary Conduit. 1 wilhcd 
to make it appear this was a Matter on which you direded me to confult the Vizier’s Pleafurc, that 
it might be known you were the Spring from whence Ihe was reftored to her Dignity and Confe- 

(Signed at the End) 

“ John BriRow, 
Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft fiom the Appendix to the fame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 471 of the fame Book. 

“ Appendix to Confultation, 12th May 1783. 

“ Trandation of Letter from Mr. Briffow to the Begum. 

« I have had the Honour to receive your Letters.— Whereas the Profperity and Welfare of the 
Vizier's Affairs arc the earneft Wilh of the Governor General, I have, in obedience to my In- 

(i) Vide Appendix, N" LVllI. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXVI. 
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ftrudllons, rcprcfcnted to his Excellency, that I fhall conform to his Pleafurc in whatever he might 
think proper to direft, I am happy to convey his Commands, that Major Gilpin (hall, on the 
Arrival of AfFrien Ally Cawn, march from Fyzabad, and immediately releafe Bahar Ally Cawn 
and Soakur A.lly Cawn. This Meafure affords me the greater Pleafarc, as I am perfuaded, from 
the kind Exprcffions in your Letters, of the Regard you entertain for the Vizier, being dearer to 
you than Life, that you will in future confult andcherifli his IntereRs. 

“ It is probable the Vizier would have continued the Reftraints upon your Excellency, if the 
Governor CJcneral had nor, out of Refpeft for the Ties which bind you, and from a natural Be- 
nevolence of Difpofition, given his Affent. The drift Alliance fubnfting between the Governor 
General and the Vizier will ever render an Union of Councils and Meafures the Line of Conduft 
of both Governments. And it is a mod plcafing Circumdancc to me, to convey the Governor 
Generafs Approbation of the Redoration of your Excellency to the Dignity and Confcquencc to 
which your high Rank and Birth judly entitle you. 

“ I beg leave to return my Thanks for the Senfe you exprefs of the becoming Conduft of Major 
Gilpin in the Execution of his Duty. 

‘‘ Permit me to remind your Excellency, that there is dill a Balance of above Five Lacs due, on 
account of your Engagements-, and as )ou promifed, immediately on the Enlargement of your 
Eunuclis, to pay that Sum, I hope you will excufc my Solicitations and Affurances, that by a 
Compliance you will render a Service both to the Vizier and the Company, whofe Affairs at pre- 
fent require the Affidance of every pecuniary Aid. 

(A true Tranflation.) 

(A true Copy.) (Signed) Rob^ Gregory, 

‘‘ E. Hay, Affidant at the Vizier’s Court,” (a) 

Aft« Secy to the Secret Dep^ 

Managers for the Commons defired Mr. Hudfon might be called in. 
ij^^hen Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, and afked j 

QW When did thefc Two Letters fird appear upon the Confultations Have you looked over 
the CN^ltations before the 3d of March, to fee whether it has ever appeared before ? 

A. I beheve, the fird Time it appears is upon the 3d March 1783. The Letter jud now read 
is on the Conlultation of the 12 th May 1783. 

You have read over the Confultations before that Time ? 

A. I have. 

Therefore you fpcak negatively, that before that Time it docs not appear upon the Con- 
fultations ? 

A. It docs not. 

(Cro/s examined*) Whether the Letters are iifually entered upon the Confultations immediately 
upon the Receipt of them, or whether they are not entered till fomc Confideration is taken upon 
them ? Do you know, what the Courfeis of doing Bufinefs at Calcutta, as to entering Letters? 

A. I cannot fpcak with any Certainty, as to the Proceedings at Calcutta; I can only obferve how 
they arc entered upon the Proceedings, they vary often, appear fomc Time after the Date of 
them. 

Therefore all you fpeak to, is the Faft of their Appearance upon the Proceedings ; but the 
Courfc of Bufinefs you know nothing of f 

A, No. 

Does it appear to you, from obferving the Courfc of Bufinefs as done at Calcutta, that Letters 
frequently appear to have been received, and to have been in the PoffcITion of the Government, be- 
fore they are entered upon the Confultation Minutes ? 

A. Very frequently. 

Q. At all Times ; not particularly during Mr. I ladings’s Government ? 

A. 1 fpeak in general. 

Whether the Letter containing the Inclofurcs in quedion, is addreffed to the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, or to Mr. Hadings perfonally. 

A. The lad Letter read begins, Honourable Sir. 

Q. Is that the Style of Addrefs where a Letter is addrefled to Mr. Hadings perfonally, or whclc 
addreffed to him as Governor General ? 

A. As Governor General. 

It was not with refpeft to that Letter, but the Letter containing that Paper with the Account 
of the Didreffes of the Khourd Mhal ? 


{a) Vide Appendix, LVIII, and N*. LXXXVII. 


A. The 
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A. The Letter tranfmitting the Paper about the Khourd Mha! 
nourablc Sir, and Gentlemen j” the Date of Mr. Brillow’s Letter 


, from Mr. Brillow, begins, « Ho- 
is the 29th of January 17^4. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, that as the Counfel for the Defendant had 
endeavouied to elrablilh, that it was not ufual to enter Letters upon a Confiiltation till 
fome Act was done upon thofe Letters j they would now Ihew, that in this Cafe thc Ail 
was done relating to the Subjed Matter of this Letter, while the Letter was withheld- 
and that it was produced after the Orders were given. 

Read, from Book 80, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Confultation 
of the 1 2th of May 1783, beginning at Page 634 of the fame. 

« The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letters from Mr. Briftow to him. 
dated the 12th December, and Inclofures 30th December, 4th and 31 March, and 8th April.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next prove, that 
in confequence of Mr. Haftings' having withheld from the Board his Knowledge that 
the Begum’s Minifters were releafed, and alfo the Communication from Mr. Briftow, 
of the Letter he had written to the Begum, informing her of it, the Board were 
induced to write to the Refident, as if ignorant of thofe Circumftances. 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 3d March 1783, from Book 
8 5, already delivered in, beginning at Page 304 of the fame. 


" Fort William, 3d March iV 
“ At a Council ; Prefcnt, “ 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident) 

General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief j 
Edward Whcler, 1 
John Maepherfon, rEfquires. 

John Stables, j 


Dep, 

3d M»rclu 


“ Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Briftow. 


“ To Mr. John Briftow. 


“ Having received, and taken into our Confideration, the following Letters from you, we Ihall 
now tranfmit you our Sentiments and Orders upon them. 


23d November, 

I ft December, 
nth D- 

19th D" Two Letters, 
20th D“ 

30th D* 


2d January, 
13th D* 

24th D“ 

29th D° 

30th D°. 


“ We defire you will inform us of any, and what. Means have been taken for recovering the 

Balance due from the Begum at Fyzabad -, and, if neceflary, that you recommend it to the Vizir 

to enforce the moft cffcftual Means for that Purpofe. 

TTr-.,- J .T L o “ We arc, Stc. 

“ Fort Wilham, 3d March 1783, 


” (Signed) Warren Haftings, 
(Signed) Eyre Coote, 
(Signed) Edward Whcler, 
(Signed) John Maepherfon, 
(Signed) Jolin Stables.” 

“ Warren Haftings, 

Edward Whcler, 

John Maepherfon, 

John Stables (<}). 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next read Mr. Briftow’s An- 
fwer to this Letter of the Board of the 3d of March 17^3* 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 23d June 1783, from 
Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 550 of the lame Book. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXVI. 


“ Fort 
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rrt D' pt* 
Mon<lny4 


“ Fort William, a3djunc I7S3. 
Prefent, 

John Macpherfon, ^ Efquires. 

The Governor General indifpofed on the River. 

Mr. Stables abfent. 


At a Council : 
Edward Whekr, 


*• Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Board, dated Lucknow, 31ft March 1783. 

“ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

“ I. have delayed replying to your Commands of the 3d infant, regarding the Means taken 
to realize the Balance due from the Begum, in Hopes that I might tranfmit you favourable Ac- 
counts of it. Before the Recall of Major Gilpin, Ihe promifed Payment ; and fince that Time, 
file has uniformly profelTal an Inability, unlcfs her Jaghyre be relinquilhed. In roy Addrefs of 
the ill December, 1 reprefented to your Honourable Board, that every pradlicable coercive Exer- 
tion had been uled in Support of my Reprefentations. I fubmitted to your Confideration, the 
Copy of Major ^iilpin’s Letter to me on the Subjeft. The Begum complains, that having no 
Penfion or jaghire, fhe now fubfifts her Family and herfclf with the greateft Difficulty; and 
fhould the Vizier perfill in withholding every Allowance from her, Ihe will bediflreffed for the 
NeccH'arics of Life. 

“ The above is the Subftance of the Begum’s Reafons for her Refufal, as they have been com- 
municateii to me botli verbally and by Letter. 1 am of Opinion, however, from every Informa- 
tion I can obtain, that flie has the Means of fatisfying the Honourable Company’s Demands, — but 
little Profpedl of a Jaghyre or Penfion, Ihe trulls to her Hoards for Support, and would 
^rc the fevered Redraint fooner than comply. Previous to my Arrival, her Eunuchs were 
^^VyjJP'br many Months in Confinement, and led out to corporal Punidiment. Guards were alfoput 
upon her Iloufe to prevent thcTrcafure from being carried away. Thefc Mcafures failed, and you 
j^e before you the Opinions given by Major Gilpin, the Officer who commanded the Troops, that 
that Force could do has been ilone.” Mr. Middleton thought it very pradicable to recover the 
MonW.from the Begum, by continuing the Redraints; and though I differ from that Gentleman in 
my Sc?f!teicnts, yet I think it my Duty to tranfmit the Extraft of his Letter to me upon the Subjcfl, 
that every Information in my Power may.be prefented for your Decifion. The Articles mentioned by 
Mr. Middleton 1 received on taking Chaige of the Office. They confided of Eight Elephants, and 
various Sorts of Goods, valued by the Begum at Three Lacks. For the Goods, the Merchants of 
Lucknow offered me F.ighty-one thoufand Rupees. A great Part were damaged, owing to the 
long rime they h.id been kept in the Godouns at Fyzabad. I refufed to fell them, until I ob- 
tained the Begum’s Confent, which die granted me, after a Corrcfpondence of Three Months ; in 
the Courfc of which I repeatedly folicited her to receive them back. They were in fo bad a State, 
that I was obliged to give the Purchafer Six Months Credit. This Bargain I even concluded with 
Difficulty. There was no Mode of difpofing of the Elephants, except to the Nabob, who bought 
them at Fifteen hundred Rupees an Elephant. 

“ I have, in compliance with your Orders, applied to his Excellency to call upon the Begum 
to pay the Balance of the Account without further Delay, and inform her that no Excufes can be 
admitted, fhe will certainly evade, and probably refufe. If you ultimately determine on enforcing 
the Payment, I fliall be under the Neceflity of applying to Colonel Morgan for Military Aid. 


“ Lucknow, 
31II March 1783. 


I have the Honour to l)c, &c. 

(Signed) John Bridow, 

Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” 


Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 

Whether you ever faw or heard of the Treaty between Mr. Middleton and the Elder Be- 
gum, by which a Provifion for the Women and Children in the Khourd Mhal, was guaranteed by 
the Fad India Company ? 

A. I never faw any fuch Treaty, nor did I ever hear of it, until I heard of it in this Houfe. 

Have you any Knowledge of the Aflignment of the Forty thoufand Rupees, for the Main- 
tenance of the Khourd Mhal, or have you it only from Hcarfay ? 

A. I had it dom Lataffit Ali Khan, who received it from the Foujdar of Sultanpore. 

Q. Do you know, wheth#r that Didridl of Sultanpore had been feized or mortgaged by Mr. 
Mi^leton ? 

A. I do not. 

What Circumftances led you to make this Diftinftion between Sahlone and Sultanpore, and 
to correft your Evidence of Yclterday, in that Refpeft ? 

A. An Error in the Anfwcr, nothing elfc ; juft a Miftakc of the Two Words ; I had very near 
fallen into the fame Error this Moment. 

*i 
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Wh*t d» 70 U totieeive the Age of the Elder Begum to be t 

A. I do not know, bot I fuppofe Oic was about Eighty. 

yob «n pppomnity, while you was at Fyzabad* of knowing the general Cliarafter of 
thefe Women, or of oblenrlng Inftances ot iheir Dilafitftion, or Attachment to the Britifh Govern- 
ment? 

A. By the Converfation, that I have had with the Natives of that Place only. 

a From thofe Converfations, what is your Opinion with refpeft to the Conduft and Charafter 
of the Bow Begum, and of her Difpofition with regard to the Englilh Government ? 

A. I had a ftrong SuppoOdon, from the Papers produced to me, the Letters of Colonel Han- 
nay and Captain Gordon, that from theic Ctrcumftances (he appeared innocent ; It was upon thofe 
Letters that I grounded my Sentiments of her Innocence. 

Do you not, from all the Circumftances you adverted to, at the Time, in forming your Judge- 
ment, and according to your prefent Belief, entirely acquit the Bow Begum of any Difaffcftion to 
our Government? 

A. It is impolhble for me to afeertain that, upon my Oath; I gave my Opinion in th<' Houfc of Com- 
mons, that I acquitted her from thofe Circumftances ; thofe were the Grounds upon which I form- 
ed my Ideas ; and your Lordihips will be belt able to judgy, whether I am right or not. 

But from your Converfation with the Natives, and others, what Judgement did you 

form ? 

A. The Natives at Fyzabad were all in her Intereft ; and, from the general Converfations I had 
with' them, they declared the was innocent: I could not confute it. 


Then the following Qwftiop and Anfwer were read to the Witnefs from hii^ 
dence in (he Houfe of Commons, before a Committee of the whole Hou0lA 
there. ir^ 

** Had you any Opportunity of knowing the Charadlers of the Begums, a>]si^hether 
they were difairedted to our Government ? 

A. I had a very good Opportunity uf knowing, from the Circumftance of my having command- 
ed fo long there. The elder Begum, it was generally underdood, and I have Rtafon to believe, 
was difalreftcd to our Government ; and my Sentiments of her Conduct Hand recorded in my Cor- 
rcfpondcnce to the Court of Lucknow to that ElFeft : But with refpeft to the Bow Bc^um, I ac- 
quit her entirely of any DifafFedion to our Government, fo far as comes to my Knowledge. Ap- 
pearances were for fome Time againft her; but on cool deliberate Enquiry, I found there was no 
Grounds, for Tuppofing her guilty of any rebellious Principles, at the Time of Cheit Sing’s Re- 


bellion.” 


Then the following Queftion was put to the Witnefs : 

Whether that, according to your Belief, is not your prefent Opinion ? 

A. I think I have anfwcrcd that very fully ; that it was upon thofe very Principles that I did 
form an Opinion of her Innocence ; how far they are juftifiablc or right, I will not take upon me 
to fay upon Oath ; there was no one Circumlbncc that came to my Knowledge, during my Refi- 
dence at Fyzabad, or my Rcfidence in India, that I would wifh to withhold from your Lord- 
ihips. 

Q. You date here upon cool, deliberate Enquiry ; what was that cool, deliberate Enquiry ? 

A. That cool, deliberate Enquiry, was the Converfations I had with the Miniders and the People 
of Fyzabad, and the Letters from herfelf, expreffing her Innocence ; and it appeared to me from 
thofe Letters, that flie really was our Friend and Ally. 

Q. You have dated, that you conceived the Englilh had no Right or Autliority whatever to in- 
terne or meddle in any Refpcid with the Khourd Mhal ; whether vou do not know, that it was by 
Orders from the Britilh Government, that the Khourd Mhal was furrounded by Soldiers, and that 
the Women were confined or fcarchcd as they came out of it ? 

A. I beg to know what Time is alluded to ; whether during my Command, or not ? 

Q, Not during your Command ? , . , . ^ 

AT If it was after I left Fyzabad, I cannot afeertam. I only fpeak to Circumltances while I 
had the Command. 

Q. Was not the fame Guard Rationed in your Time that was Rationed in Captain Jaques’s 
? 

A. There was : But I underRood it was a Matter that happened after I left that Country. 

Q. Whether the Guards, that were placed round the Khourd Mahl, were not placed under the 

Authority of the Britilh Government r 

A. I undoubtedly placed Guards there, and gave Orders to the Sepoys. 
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The Kliourd Mhal was within the fame Circk of the Garden as the Ze^ftna;? 

A. Yes; it was. ' 

Q. Much Pains have been taken to draw an Anfwcr from you, which is fuppofed to coun- 
tenance the Belief^ that the Englifli Government never interfered with rcfpedlto thcKhourd Mahl? 

A. I drew that Conclufion from the Nabob’s Letter to me, who was very angry with my^ inter- 
fering at all. ^ 

Q. That was for relieving their Ncccflities ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. I’o whom did you tranfmit the Complaints of the diftrclled Situation of the Women in 
the Khourd M.ihl? 

A. To Mr. Biiilow, the Rcfident at the Court at Lucknow. 

Did not you draw upon the Britilh Refident for Money ? 

A. I did ; and Yeftcrday delivered in the Receipts. 

DcTciibe the Situation in which thcKhourd Mahl and the Zenana were? 

A. 'I he Khourd Mahl was on one Side of a very fpacious Garden, and the Begum’s Palace 
was on the otlier, at a confidcrablc Diftance; I cannot fay cxaftly how wide it was, but there 
was no kind ot Connexion whatever between the Two. 


Was thfre any Reftraint put upon the Khourd Mahl peculiarly ? 

A. None by nic; in conilquence of what Captain jaques had done, in fearching the Doolies 
^they came our, I continued that in like Manner ; but 1 never knew any Thing that was found 
one of the Doolies. 

there was a Guard furrounded the Khourd Mahl, and fearched every Body that 

jji^c out ? 

The Guard had nothing to do with the fearching the Women that came out of itj there 
wasXWoman appropriated tor that Service diftindlly } the Guards that were round the Khourd 
Mahl, VN.,; round the whole Palace, the whole Fort, and the whole City ; nay, I had fome fmall 
Guards extended as far as Sujah ul Dowlah’s Burying Place, and fome few Miles out of the 
Town fo that, in fait, the whole City was furrounded by the Britifh Troops. 


a Lord.) Could the Guards have been placed round the Zenana, fo astoeffeit a 
Reftiaint upon the Palace, without alfo making a Conitraint upon the Khourd Mahl? 

A. As well as I can recollcit, the Orders given to the Centinels were, to prevent any Men from 
having any Iiuercourfe with them, as is ufual in that Country to do where Women arc kept ; I 
believe that was the Tenor of the Orders j it was not to have any Reftraint upon the Ladies 
at all. 


Whether it would be pollible, by that Guard, to conftrain the one withouf conftraining the 

other ? 

A. Is it meant the Guard over the Begum’s Palace ? 

Q. Yes, 

A. That was within the City of Fyzabad, and the Khourd Mahl is within the Citadel. 

The Zenana I take to be within the fame Diftriil as the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. The fame, only there is a wide Garden between them } that is all. 

Q. Whether it would have been pofliblc to have cftablilhed a Guard upon the Zenana, which 
would not have operated as a Conftraint upon the Khourd Mahl alfo ? 

A. The Palace ot fyzabad, which I furrounded, is a Fort within itlelf, within that, is the Zena- 
na i I was within the Palace with the main Body of the Troops ; the Lldcr Begum’s Palace is with- 
out that, it is in the City, more properly fpeaking, at fome Diftance from the Gates i I fuppole near 
a Quarter of a Mile from the Khourd Mahl and Zenana. 

Did you place Guards at the Gates of the Elder Begum’s Palace ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did not the F.lder Begum threaten to deltroy herfelf, if any Offer was made to remove her by 
Fmcc from Fyzabad? 

A. Sne did. 

Q. Was not the Object of that Threat to remove her, to induce her to make a Difeovery where 
the Tre.'ifurc was concealed ? 

A. I believe it was. 

Q. .Whether you were able to guard the Principal Zenana, without guarding the Khourd Mahl, 
or the Reverfe ? 

A. There were Guards placed about the Whole. 
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cdiild gusrd one of thofe Zcnaws, witho4t guaiding the other f Whether the 
Uti^ that was placed upoo the Zenana could have been kept there, fo as to be a Conllraint upon 
Ac ZcninSf without being alfo a Conftraint upon the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. I do not fee there was aiiy Conftraint by our Guards upon the one, more than upon the 
other. 


Whether there was a free Pafrage from the Zenana to the Khourd Mahl, and fo vice verfa 
from the Khourd Mahl to the Zenana? 

A. They might have pafled freely. 

^ Whether by thofe Means the Treafurc and valuable EflTcfts might not, by fuch a Commu- 
nication, have pafled from the Zenana without the Walls of the Palace, through the Khburd 
Mahl ? 

A. No; I do not believe tlicy could without the Ccntinel feeing them. 

(X But the Treafures being conveyed, fuch as were portable, from the Zenana to the Khourd 
Mam, might they not, if there had not been a Guard placed there, have been conveyed entirely 
out of the Palace and the Zenana ? 

A. They clearly might. 


Q. (from Lord,) You fay, the Revenues of Sultanpore were never fei^ed upon, that you kne^w 
of; I fuppofc, therefore, they were left to the Management of the Foujdars ? Can you alFign any 
Rcafon why the Revenues were not tranfmitted as ufual from the Foujdar, for the Ulc of tin 
Khourd Mahl ? 

A. I do not know. * 


Do you know whether the Surplus of the Revenue arifing from the Dlftrid of SulLu^s' 
beyond the 40,000 Rupees, annually allotted to the Khourd Mahl, was given to the Nabob^ 
what became of it ? ' ' 

A. I do not. 


If you had received Orders to guard ftriftly the Zenana, and leave the Khourti 
whether you, as a profeflional Man, think you could have executed thofe Orders ? 

A. To keep it pcrfcftly free ? 



ahl free, 


If you had received Orders to keep a ftriit Guard upon the Zenana, and to leave the 
Khourd Mahl perfectly open and fVee, was it pofliblc, in a Military Way, to execute thofe Or- 
ders ? 

A. It would have been leaving one Side of the Palace without any Ccntinel or Guard at all. 

Would it have been confident with the Ufage of the Country, to have ftationed Ccntinels be- 
tween the Zenana and the Khourd Mahl, in the Garden ? 

A, 1 believe there always weie Ccntinels pofted there, even in the Life time of Sujah Dowlah. 


Then how am I tounderdand, that that would have left that Part of the Palace open, where 
the Treafures were, upon the Suppofition that the Treafures were depofued in what was called 
the Begum's Zenana : Why would not a Line of Centinels placed between the Zenana and 
Khourd Mahl in the Garden have ededlually fecured the Zenana, though that Part of the Pa- 
lace called the Khouid Mahl fhould have been left open and free? 

A. The Garden was too fpacious for it, and 1 judged it ncceflary to have Ccntinels on both 
Sides; the Guards were placed on both Sides of the Garden. 

Then you left Room for Intercourfe, for them to pnfs and repafs ? 

A. But tliey could not pafs between, but the Ccntinels mud have feen them. 

Q. Was there any Examination of thofe that pafled from the Begum’s Zenana to the Khourd 
Mahl? 

A. I do not believe there was any Body pafled from the One to the other, while I was there. 

Were not the Centinels a Check both upon the Zenana and Khourd Mahl, fo as to prevent 
their paffing backwards and forwards to either ? 

A. No, by no Means. 

Q. (from a Lord.) What Reafons, if any, did Mr. Middleton alTign for giving back thofe 
I’erfun Letters you gave to him f 

A. I underftood he had taken Copies of them, with a Defign of tranfmitting them to tl.c 
Board ; at leaft that was my Requelt to him i and he delivered back the Originals into my Pof- 
fcllion. 


Then he .ifligned no Reafon ? 

A. He did not aflign any Rcafon in particular. 

Q. I underftood you to fay, that, to the bell of your Recolleaion, you coninntnicated il.ofc 
Letters to Mr. Middleton foon after your Arrival at Lucknow ’ D’d you ccmmunicaic thofe Let- 
ters to Mr. Middleton foon after your Arrival at Lucknow ? 

A. I did. 


Q. There 
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There leems to me to be s little Inaccuracy in the Evidence of the Witneft, vrhich’ t wift to 
ftate, becaufe his general Evidence has betn fo fin^larly accurate : In the JUtter the Mih 
of October lySzt (n) to Mr. Middleton, if I take it right, you fay to Mr. Middleton, ** The 
Bc^ms with you to tranfinic thofe Letters which I gave you to r^ Now it does i^, as it 
ftril les me from the Mneral Tenor of that Letter, that thofe Letters alluded to in your L«ter, and 
which the Begums wfired Mr. Middleton to tranfmit, were then in Mr. Middleton’s Pofleffion s 
Do you recolledt that PalTage in the Letter of the 19th of October ? 

A. 1 think the PalTage fays, The Begum hopes you have tranfmitted Copies of thofe Letters to 
the Board. 


Had the Elder Begum any particular Communication with the Inhabitants of Fyeabad It 
A. She might have had any Communication Ihe pleafed there was no Reftraint upon rh^ f, 

Q. Had (he, in Fafl f 

A. I dare fay (he had ) I cannot fpeak pofuively to the Tranfaflion. 


Then the Elder Begum’s People were at Liberty to go into the Town, without 
mination, whenever they pleafed ? 

A. Except during the Time the Palace was furrounded, when the Younger Begum was in 
there, (he had no Keftraint whatever put upon her. 


Q; Could the Begums excite the People of the Town to rebel, while they were in Confine- 
ment 

By their Minifters, their Agents, and Servants, they might. 

jl;,v^^ut were not the Agents alfo reftralned from communicating with the Inhabitants ? 

■'Ar I’hey were pafTing and re pairing fome Time before a dole Confinement came, which lafted 
a few Hours. 

^^Could the Zenana be guarded without its being a Check alfo upon the Khourd Mhal I 
A. 'mjinU it might, if the Guards were diftinftly placed upon the Zenana, and had no Orders 
to guariuhe Khourd Mahl, becaufe they were feparate Buildings i I fuppofe there was a Space of 
from Fifty to an Hundred Yards between them. 


Q. {byCounfel) Whether the Place where the Treafurcs were fuppofed to be depofited was not in 
the fame Inclofurc with the Khourd Mahl. Where were the Treaiures fuppofed to be depofited ? 

A. They were fuppofed to be depofited in the Begum’s Zenana. 

Was that within the fame Inclofure with the Khourd Mahl ? 

A. No. It was not in the fame Inclofure, there was a Garden which feparated them. 

Whether any Guards were placed upon either of thofe Places, except luch as were neceflary 
for preventing any Treafure being removed from the Zenana? 

A. I cannot recollefl, that there were any other Orders given. 

Whether the placing of the Guards, or any other Meafures taken, while you were there, 
had any the fmalleft Effefl in (Iraitening the free Accefs of Frovifions, or did at all contribute to 
the Diftrefs of the Khourd Mhal ? 

A. Not in the lead. 


You have been afked your Opinion refpefling the Younger Begum : What was the Difpoli- 
tion of the Elder Begum ? Whether a general Report did not prevail of the DilaiFe&ion of both 
the Begums ? 

A. 1 have flated in my Correfpondence that there did. 

Did any Circumfiance come to your Knowledge afterwards, to induce you to difbelleve that 
Report with refpeft to the Elder Begum ? 

A. It never removed my Sentiments of the Elder Begum at all, no Report that I ever heard. 

What were your Sentiments of the Elder Begum ? 

A. That (he was undoubtedly in Rebellion. They were my Sentiments of her, and always 
mull remain fo. 


Q. Whether you did not know that there were Caufes for the Diiraffe^Iion of the Elder B^m 
to the Englilh ? 

A. There were a Variety of Circumfiances mentioned, which I cannot afeertain asFaAS} but 
they were publick Reports of Circumfiances that gained Credit with the Englilh, from the general 
Tenor of her Conduft. 

What were they ? 

A. I cannot relate any particular Circumfiances, but I believe it might be carried back to the 
Period of the War in 1764: — As far back as the Battle of Buxar, when Ihe exprefibd herfelf with 
fomc Warmth againfi the Englilh. 


{«) Vide fupra, P, 749, 890, and 896. 
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The Managers for the Commons fU.i . 

W.r with the Englifl.. Ws Mother fttwcd **“* ” 

Then the Witnefs proceeded, as follows : 

It was related, but how far it is to be deoenrlfH r n «• 

Son took Leave of her, when going to m?rch r l 

to deftroy the Englilh as much asSay S £ ?ol ‘frr «ke care 

lanquin. ^ rclcrvmg Twelve Ofiictrs to carry her Pa- 

Whether U,.t Jeeloof, DifefTeaion to the Englim rootinued fuhfe<,oent to the Year 

A. I cannot fpeak as to my own Knowledge. 

a Do ,00 know en, Thing of her DifaMion linee the Year i,6a> 

A. Nothing in parttcolar cante to m, Knowledge_i, was from gem, I Converfation. 

^ But an Optnton prerailed that the remained with Difpleafure to the Enghlh J 




£i,;\ir:'ho\T 

A. Bothi I held 
the City. 

ll.^hwwfI“orrho?d1*« afa' SoT “ "" “'"‘“"'J' '» <“'■ 

A. I thought it , held out as a Terror. 

Q; If they had attempted to remove her by Force ? 

A. I fuppofe the Qocltion has arifen from what my I.ettcr fays. 

a (iy Counfel) The Objec'l of my Examination was fingly refpefting that Queftion which wo 
put by the Honourable Managers, as to the Threat of the Begum to delroy h^elf if (he wasTJ! 

moved.— Do you <uppofc that it that Threat of removing her had been ferioufly carried into 
Execution, (lie would have deftroyed hcrfelf? '^••k^uny carrica into 

A. Jt is impofllble for me to anfwcr that Queftion. 

Did you at that Time reprefent your Opinion th.it tbefe were Words of courfc ? 

A. It IS Matter of Opinion, and I do not chufc to give a Matter of Opinion upon Oath. 

As to the Letters which arc not produced, whether you were not fubpeena’d by the Profecu 
tors, to give Evidence upon this Caufc ? J / e u- 

A. I was i I have the Summons in my PoflefTion. 

Q, You were alked rcfpc(fting your having enlarged the Prifoners, by Order of the Nabob, 
whether you have the Orders that you ifTued upon that Occafion ? 

A. I have a Memorandum of them here. 


Conver&tions with both her own Body Servants, and the Inhg^^ of 


Qj^ State the Orders i 

The Witnefs read the following Memorandum ; 

“ Camp, Fyzabad, 4th December 1782. 

“ Detachment Morning Orders, by Major Gilpin. 

“ His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having been picafed to grant the Enlargement of the Pri- 
fonc^ Bahar Ally Cawn and jewar Ally Cawn, from their long Confinement, the Guards over 
me faidMen is • in Confequcncc withdrawn, and Liberty granted them to pafs and reoafs ail 
Guards and Ccntincis in common with other People.” s,cmO,.g, 

Thofc were the Orders I iftued in confequcncc. 

Q. What do you mean by the Word “ Rebellion,” as applied to the Begums. In what Senfc 
do you ufe it ? 

A. Id raifing Troops, and in other A<fts of Rebellion, in the common Acceptation of the 
VV’o;d. 
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(J. Agalilft *H6ih f 

A. Againft the Na(bob’t G<}yehlkHeiii And the BfitiSi Gorethinent jcMrttljr | hut 1 b(tg (6 kn6lr 
the particular Time and Circumllance the Queftioo alludes to i 

, Q. I underftand you to have faid, you underitood the Elder Begum was in a conllant State of 
ReMlion. In what Senft do you ufe the Word Rebellion i did you fay the Elder Begum was in 
a conftant State of Rebellion ? 

A. I always underllood her to be difafiefled to the Engliih Government •, it might not be a 
proper ExprelGon of mine, the Word Rebellion. 

Do you know of any Aft of Rebellion by the Elder Begum againft the Vizier ? 

A. I cannot ftate any. 

Q. Do you know of any Aft, which you call Rebellion, conamitted by the Elder Begum againil 
the Company ? 

A. I do not know of any particular Circumllance } only, it was generally fuppofed that, (he 
was difaflefted to the Company. 

Q. What A^ls of DifafFeftion or Hoftility towards the Engliih do you allude to, when you 
fpeak of the Converfation of the World at the Time f 

A. I have anfwered that CJueilion as fully as I can ( that it Was nothing but Converfatioh ) that 
I knew of no particular Aft or Deed myfelf. 

Q. Were they the Afts of the Begum's, or of any bf het Servants, whkh you heard in Con- 
verfation ? 

general Converfation, that (he was dilkfflsfted intirely to the Government i bUt 
' xfts or Deeds beyond what I have already dated, I canAUt fpbak. 

[ underdood you to fay, that the Centinels were hot pUced as a Redraint upon the Kliourd 
and I underdood you likewife to fay, that the Doolies coming out Of the Khourd Mahl 
>ndantly examined ? 

A. Kv^Centinels did not interfere with the palTing and recalling t the only Redtairtt by fearch< 
ing the Doolies was, by Women appointed for the Purpofc of feeing whether there was any Trca- 
fure : There was no Redraint up<m their paffing or repairing, but merely to prevent the Removal 
of any Goods. 

I underdood you to fay, that the Treafures were fuppofed to be in the Zenana. How did it 
tend to fecure the Treafures in the Zenana, fearching the Doolies that came out of the Khourd 
Mahl ? 

A. There was no particular Reafon, it was not known to an abfoluce Certainty, but it was 
thought ncceflary to take every Precaution We could. We underdood the Treafures were in the 
Begums Palke i but it was neceflary to take every Precaution. 

The Witnefs was direfled to withdraw. 

Then NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Efquiic was called in, and examined as 
follows : 

Qj^ tf Lord.) I wilh you to give an Explanation of this Paflage in your Letter to Mr. Haft- 
ings of the 6th of December 1781, upon which you was ekamined when you were lad before the 
Houfc, (tf) namely, “ the Refumption of the Jaghires, will be followed by the Meafurc hereto- 
fore propofed." {i) Do you remember that PalTagc in the Letter ? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Then the C^edion is. At what Time, upon what Occalion, in what Manner, by whom, 
and to whom, the Meafure thus deferibed by you was propofed ? 

A. The Meafurc I referred to, was the Seizure of the Begums Treafures, 

CL By whom propofed ? 

A. It had at this Time been propofed by the N abob himfclf, but previoudy mentioned in a 
Communication that I had with Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow. 

CL, In your former Evidence, when aiked, whether the Meafurc was prior or fubfequenc to the 
Treaty of Chunarf you anfwered, long fubfequent t and explained that to moan, feveral Months, 
or fomc Months. State, as corrcftly as you can, upon Memory, the precife Time, wh^h that 
Meafure, fo deferibed by you, was propofed, by whom it was propofed, and to whom it was pro* 
pofed ? You fay the Meafure was propofed by the Nabob ? 

A. Yess but fubfequent to the Converfation I had had with Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow. 
But 1 have likewife dated, and have a firm Belief, that that Meafure was converfed upon with the 


(a) Viik fupra. Page 753. (i) Vide fupra, p. 724, and Appendix, N'’XX.\V 11 I. 
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Kabob kmg before Sir EKjah Impey's Arrival. Thar 
ficively take upon me to % that that is the Faa? 


Is my own Belief, though I cannot po- 


A* communicate to Mr. HaAings this Converfation you fpoke of 

*'”* ***<* foe Subjeft of Converfation ? ^ ^ 

T "^i. ‘he firA Communication to Mr. HaAings upon that Subjeft from 

Lucknow ts m Evidence before your Lordlhips (a). I do not fecolkft the Date, but I beg it 
may be referred to. ° 


^ Before the Letter is referred to, I would aAc whether we are to underAand that the Mcafurc 
which you defcribe in the Letter of the 6th of December to be a Meafure propo!cd, be or be not the 
Meafore mentioned in your Letter of the Second Day of the fame Month f Do you remember the 
Meafure that was mentioned in your Letter of the id of December ? 

A. Yes : I underAand that to be the Meafure of feizing the Begums Treafures. 

Qj^ Then I am to underAand, that by the Meafure heretofore propofed, you underAand that 
Mealure mentioned for the FirA Time in a Letter written Four Days preceding. Was that Letter 
of the Second of December the FirA Time that you made any Communication to the Oo- 
vernor General of the Converfation you had had about feizing the Treafures ? 

A. Undoubtedly, to the beA of my Recolledion and Belief^ that was the firA Time it was made 
either by me, or any Body with my Knowledge, from Lucknow. 

Q. Vou fay you perfcftly recollcft the ExprelTion in your Letter of the 6th of December, that 
the Refumption of the Jaghires would be immediately followed by the Meafure heretofore pro- 
pofed, and that “ heretofore propofed” is your Expreflion by which you dclcribe to Mr. HaAings a 
Meafure which was mentionea to Mr. HaAings, for the firA Time, in a Letter, which, when the Se- 
cond Letter was penned, Mr. HaAings probably had not even then received ? Whether you 
yourfcif accurate and correft in Aating the Meafure mentioned in the Letter of the 6th of Des. ’ - 

to be the fame Meafure with that which you communicated in the preceding Letter of the id Dci»]a 
cember? Do you, upon full Recolledion, Aate that to be the Cafe ? 

A. I refer the Expreflion of “ the Meafure heretofore propofed,” generally to the Seizur^m^ the 
Begums Treafures j I cannot fay whether I confined it iblcly to that Propofal fent to^^^^HaA- 
ings, in the Letfcr dated the ad of December, or whether I referred it to the Converfation I 
had with Sir Elijah Impcy upon the Subjedl, but to the Meafure moA certainly of feizing the 
Ticafurci. 


Do you remember this Paflage in your Letter of the id of December ? 

“ I had YcAerday the Honour of informing you of the Meflagc I fent to the Nabob, 
through the MiniAer, refpefting the Jaghires, to which his Excellency, this Morning, returned 
me A Reply, purporting, that, if the Meafure propofed was intended to procure the Payment of 
his Balance due to the Company, he could better and more expeditioufly effedf that Objeef, by 
taking from his Mother what flic is very able to fpare, and what he has an undoubted Right, as 
he conceives, to exadl from her. The prefent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth obferves, 
is a great Part handed down from his Father j and the Funds from which he might have been 
enabled to liquidate it, it is notorious, were withheld from him by the Begum, on the late Nabob's 
Death. 

“ This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propofition, and as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be lefs clear and defined than the Nabob chufes to confidcr it, you may pcflibly be of Opinion 
that the Condudl of the Begums on the late DiAurbanccs at Benares, as fet forth in the Icveral 
TcAimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the Pro- 
tfQionand Mediation of the Company, and further that it may not be political or yet perfedily 
Safe to truA them any longer with fuch powerful Means of promoting an Oppofuion to our In- 
tcrefls.” 

“ P. S. Whatever may be your Refolution upon the Subjedf of this Letter, it will be expedient 
to keep it fccret. — The Refumption of the jaghires it is necefiary to fufpend until I have your 
Sentiments on this Letter.” (l>) 

You fee, by the Interpretation which you put upon the Letter at the Time, you do conceive that 
the Refumption of the Jaghires was fo far doubtful as to be a Meafure not to be carried into Exc- 
ciuion, lill you knew the Governor Gencial’s Plcafurc on the Propofal made by the Nabob, 
which is evidently made as an Alternative Therefore I alk, flow you can refer Ipeaking of 
the Meafure propofed, as following immediately the Refumption of the Jaghires how you can 
refer that Meafure fo dtfcribed, to a Meafure deferibed fo differently in your Letter of the zd 
of December; how this* Meafure deferibed to be “ a Meafure heretofore propofed,” and which 
you admit to relate to the Seizure of the Treafures following immediately the Refumption of 
the Jaghires, can be that Meafure which the Nabob propofed as, an Alternative but Four 
Days before ? 


(a) Vide fupra. Page 7Z0, & Appendix, N” XXXVIII. 


[h) Vi'ic fupra, Page -20, -j'll. 

A. Ii 
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A. It appears by the Letter, it was mentioned as an Alternative by the Nabob $ I can only 
repeat, tiiat I certainly did refer the Expreflion to the Seizure of the Begums Treafures. • 

Do you ftill, upon your Rccollcdtion, ftate that your Letter of the Second of December 
wds the Firlt Communication that you ever made to Mr. Haftings upon the Subject of fci:^ng the 

'J ] cal u res ? 

A. I never had a Doubt about it, nor havcl at this Moment, that it was the Firil Communi- 
ca ion I made to Mr. Halting^ on the Subject. 


CL ILd ^ny Anfwcr to your Letter of the • ad of December arrived, before you wrote your 
Letter of the 6th of December ? 

A. 1 btlicvc every l.ctter of Mr. Haftings, as well as every Letter from me to Mr. Haft- 
ings, lx)th publick and private, upon that Subject, are now befoie your Lord fliips ^ I have no 
Kccollcdion of any other Letter written from him or me upon the Subjed. 


Q. You will recoiled, that in a Letter of the fih of December to Sir Elijah Impey, which is 
now in Evidence you Hate particularly, that the Treafures will be immediately feized: In con- 
Icquencc of what On er, did you, then the Minifter Rcfidcnr, ad, when you came to the Deicr- 
minaiion of alfifting the Nabob in feizing thefe Treafures ? 

A. By Order of Mr. 1 ladings, which will appear in the l.ctter before your Lordihips. 


(L But I wiflt it to be particularly ftated, when that Order was received j for you ftate that the 
lirll Propofal came from the Nabob, and confcquently, did not originate with Mr. Haftings, 
but with the Nabob : Now, how is it polfible, in the Nature of Things, that Mr. Haftings could 
give any Order relative to a Propofal originating with the Nabob; the Conympnication of which 
could not, in Point of lime, have reached Mr. Haftings? — Did you, in confcquencc of Orders 
from the Governor General, propofe diredly, or infinuatc indiredly to tlic Nabob, that 
fbould come from him the Nabob ? 

'A. It is impofTiblc for me to fay, whether I might or not : I have no Doubt, but in confequcnce 
IfciConveifation with Sir Elijah Impey, I might have told, or infinuated to the Nabob, that if the 
Proi*i^fal was made, it would not be unattended to. 


Q. •ou, in fo material a Part of your Adminiftration, have totally forgotten, whether the 
Orders conveyed to you verbally from the Governor General, through Sir Elijah Impey, were or 
were not to endeavour, that fuch Propofal fliould come from the Nabob ? 

A. I really cannot recollci^t cxadtly the Purport of Sir ['‘lijah I mpey’s Communication, further 
than as 1 have ftated; it was an Acquiefccnce, that if the Nabob (hould propofe it, Mr. Haftings 
would not object to it. 


CL You muft fee tlic very material DifTercncc between Orders which purport to be a Willing- 
nels in the Governor General to acquiefee in that Mcafure, if the Nabob Ihould, as you ftate die 
Nabob on former Occafions h.ul done, exprefs a Dcfire to feize the Treafures, and proprio motu 
propofe it, and Orders of fo diflerent a Nature ; namely, Orders to you as a Minifter, to endea- 
vour to get the Propofal to come from the Nabob. Kecollecl therefore, under which Defeription the 
Oi ders that you received are to be comprehended ; namely, Orders of Acqniefcence that you fliould 
intimate that fuch an Intention would no loi>gcr be oppoled, or Orders to endeavour that the Pro- 
polal fliould be made by the Nabob? Do you attend to the Difference between a general Order, 
to prevail upon the Nabob to m. kc the Propofition, and an Order only to intimate to him, that if he 
fhuuld make the Propofition it would not be rejefted ? 

A. Certainly I underftand the Difference. 

(L Which of thefe two were the Orders you received ? 

A. The Order I received from Mr. Haftings moft certainly is upon record. The Communi- 
cation 1 received from Sir Elijah Impey, I did not confider as an Order to aft with the Nabob in 
the Bufinefs at all; I only conceived that it was a Communication upon which Mr* Haftings 
wiflied me, in all Probability, to confult with the Nabob, and that if he (hould make a Propolal 
for the Seizure of the Treafures, Mr. Haftings would not oppofe it. I cannot charge my Me- 
mory, at this Diftance of Time, with the particular Communication from Sir Elijah Impey, 
upon the Subjeft : I give your Loidfliips, to the beft of my Memory, the Impreflion it made 
upon me at the Time, and which it has continued to make upon my Mind ever fince. 

Q. What Steps did you take in confequcnce of the verbal Communication you received through 
Sir Elijah Impey, in order to execute thole Orders, whatfoever they were ? 

A. Is it meant of the Oidcrs through Sir Elijah Impey. 


(L Yes ? 

A. I certainly did not confider that Communication through Sir Elijah Impey, to extend to more 
than that I was to confult with the Nabob upon ir, and to inform him, that if a Propofal was made 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 721 ; alfo, Appendix, N* LXIII# 
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by him to Mr. Haftines, it would be alTenf<>rl i • i ... 
whatever, in conicquencc of that Communication through Sir Ely ah Im^'y. 

giv?ity*’Artc?tluSs^KJL°S U^thc°s"cnfe'"°^* *" Explanation, as far as you can 

heretofore propofed ?” ’ ' '* P« “P"" ‘hofc Words, « the Mcafurc 

fores, lhTch°" kJcw^rJn^c Commendation of SirTltf’l " of fcizing the Trea- 

ever the Nabob Ihould propofe it as a Mcafurc. ^ ' Impcy, would not be oppofed, when- 

Q, I am to underftand then, that that Exnr/'frnn .1 c r 

which you received from Sir Elijah Impey ^Do the WnrH? the Senfe you put upon the Letter, 
Letter you had tcccived from Sir Elijah Impey ? ° ^ heretofore propofed refer to the 

me by Sir Elijah Impey, or by the Islfbob. ^ ^ Mcafurc, whether it was communicated to 

rx^ 

ir/jj'sr ' 

A. Certainly I could apply it to no other Meafure whatever. 

u "ot have fpoken of it in the Manner I did, unlcfs I had known it would 

have been a Meafure accepted by Mr. Haftings. r^-nown 11 wouia 

The Witnefs was direaed to withdraw. 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Veneris, 30° May 1788. 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evidence. 

Then it was moved. That Mr. Holt be called to the Bar, to correft a Miftake in 
the Minutes of his Evidence j and being called in accordingly, the following Que- 
fiions and Anfwers were read by the Clerk. 

> i 

“ In what Character was Colonel Hannay in that Country ? ' ' 

A. I underftood him to be the Commander of the Military Force, and to have the Co^j^ 
tions under his Management. 

From whom did he derive the Authority of colledting it? 

“ A. I heard it was from the Vizier, from the Nabob* 

** (from a Lord.) Did he farm the Revenue, or did he take it for the Vizier’s Ufe ? 

** A* He received it for the Vizier’s Ufe, as I underftood. 

“ He received it for the Vizier’s Ufe ? 

A. So I underftand. 

You know nothing of it ? ^ 

A. 1 know no Title for it.” (a) 

Then the Witnefs was alkcd. 

Is the ExprclTion, I know no Title for ir,” accurate ? In what Senfe did you ufe thofe 
Words ? 

A. I do not recollcift having made ufe of the Words in that View, and cannot explain it now 
but as an Inaccuracy. 

Do you, or do you nor, know any die Manner in which Colonel Hannay re- 

ceived that Revenue for the Vizier’s Ufe? 

A. Is it meant by what Authority ? 

You were interrogated, Whether Colonel Hannay received the Revenue as a Farmer, or, 
as Bailiff, for the Vizer’s Ufe? and you have faid, that he received it for ihc Vizier’s Life*, and 
when afked. Whether you bad any Knowledge of ir, }OU anfwcrcd, you knew no Title for it ? 

A, I fancy I meant, I knew of no Paper by which he was appointeil, and which gave him Au- 
thority to colledl the Revenue. 

Then the following Queftion and Anfwer were read to the Witnefs : 

“ Qi But you know he received it for the Vizier’s Ufe ? 

“ A. 1 know he did receive it, for I faw him carry it to the Vizier’s Houfe.” fi) 

The Witnefs faid, 

I never could have feen it carried to the Vizier’s Iliufc, becaufe the Vizier’s Houfe was at 
the Diftance of Eighty or Ninety Miles. 1 law it carried to Colonel Hannay’s Treafury, and from 
thence it was conveyed to Lucknow. 


fa) Vide fupra, P. 385. 


(/f) Vide fupra, P. 385. 


Then 
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Then the next Queftion and Anfwer were read to the Witnefs, as follows : 

“ There is a Doubt about your Anfwer to that Queftion* The C^eftion put to you was. 
Whether you knew of his receiving them to the Vizier’s Ufe, or of his bringing them to the 
Vizier’s Account ? 

‘‘ A. 1 did not make any Anfwer to that Queftion, I have anfwered, that I knew he did colleA 
the Revenues of the Country, becaufe I faw them paid into the Treafury. I underftood they were 
for the Ufe of his.Highnefs the Vizier j but I know nothing more of it.” {a) 

Then the Witnefs was alked, 

Q^ By Treafury in this Anfwer, you mean Colonel Hannay’s Treafury ? 

A. Yes ; the Place appropriated for receiving the Revenues, within his own Walls. 

Then the following Queftions and Anfwers were read to the Witnefs : 

“ Q^Did you ever hear that another Remiflion of Two Lacks, bcfidcs that which you ftated for 
the Damage the Nabob might occafion by Hunting in the Province, was demanded by Colonel 
Hann.iy ? 

** A. I have heard there was a fubfequent Demand. 

“ Q. To wliat Amount ? 

‘‘ A. To the fame Amount. 

“ Q. For what was that Remiflion ? 

A. For the Damage which the Cavalcade of the Vizier might ocaaflon* 

f it was the Occafion fpccified for demanding the Firft RcmiflTion ? 

s the like Occafion fpecified upon the Second Time ? 

s it for Damage actually done? 

-as 1 heard of, but for Damage that might be done. 

Qi Were they both in the fame Year ? 

« A. No. 

“ Q. Now, in either of the Years did you hear the Vizier went into the Province f " 

“ A. In One Year he did, 

‘‘ Did he in the other Year ? 

A. 1 do not know that he did. 

“ Q. Did you hear that Remiflion was obtained ? 

A. I do not know it was. 

** Q. Did you hear it was not ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Youfaid he did come into the Province One Year; that was the Year he afked and 
obtained a Remiflion ? 

“ A. Yes. 

“ Q^ Did he come into the Province the Second Year ? 

“ A. Yes.” 

Then the Witnefs was afked, 

Q. Did you mean to fay that the Vizier went in both thofe Years into the Province, or only in 
One? 

A. No *, only in One. 

Q. In which Year did he go into the Province ? 

A. He went into the Province the firft Year ; the fccond Year he intended to go, but did not ; 
and, as it ftands here, it is a very palpable Contradi6lion. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


(a) Vide fupra, P, 385. 
^ /> 
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ercif in Houfe they had obferved a 

f„ v,h« iJannc^r, mighr^ft t 

i, II;,M‘Slll'i^'^5‘''"'i“'' "" Commons, th« in noin. of RegnUrity 

?oS lo S! n' ’' "'Kncircs to the Penhges which w!,e 

nu«? o" ^“"“''■'"8 "■' “■- 

•* ? «amincd before a Committee of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A# 1 WaS* 


^ ^hether you rccolka the Subftance of your Anfwer to this Queftion. In a Letter of 
« Yn ipf *' Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hattings, there is this Sentence ^ 

♦. ^ f f Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah Impcy, and the Mcafurc 

heretofore propokd will foon follow the Kefumption of the Jaghircs :” to whom do thefc 

Words heretofore propofed, refer ? Do you recoiled the Subftance of your Anfwer to the 
Houle of Commons ? ' 

“ A* 1 really do not. 


n ^VP.° Letter read, I referred to 

a Propofal by Mr. Haftings through me to Mr. Middleton ?” 

“ A. I cettainly do remember that Anlwer, but 1 believe, if the Whole of my hvidenre is 
taken together, it will appear I gave it there the lame as I do now j that 1 related to Mr. Mid- 
dleton what had palled between Mr. Haftings and me. and that Mr. Haftings ll-emed to l o'h 
to the Propofition, that it was right the Begums Treaforc Ihould be feized; but 1 carried nkaili 
Dircclions from Mr. Haftings, that it was his Will to have it lo done. 

“ The Counfel for the Defendant objeded to this Mode of Examination. 

“ The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they had not waived their Right 
the Witneffes they called to what they had fa id in another PJacc. 


To examine 


“ The Witnefs defired the Anfwer might ftand. 

« Qi Did*yoti underftand that you conveyed more than Mr. Haftings’s Confent to the Nabob’s 
refumtng of the Jaghircs, namely, that you underftcod it was the Intention of Mr. Huftinns iliac 
Mr. Middleion fhould recommend it to the Nabob as a Meafure ? ° 

“ A. I flill think that it was Mr. Haftings’s Intention that it fhould be recommended to the 
Nabob as a Meafure, and that I meant by, his confulting the Nabob upon the Subjed ; I d.) not 
make ufe of the fame Words, but to exadly the fame Purpole j 1 fhould have confideieii the mere 
confulting the Nabob upon the Subjed, if it was not the Intention of Mr. Haftings to recom- 
mend it, as merely nugatory.” (<j) 


Then the Witnefs was afked, 


It is apprehended that the Queftion and Anfwer laft read, were meant to apply to the ftizinf^ 
of the Trea'^urcs, and not to the refuming of the Jaghcers. Have you any Memory of the Q^ieftion" 
and how ilo you mean your Anfwer fhould ftand ? 

A. As far as I have any Recollcdion upon the Subjed, it applies fimply to the Refumption of the 
Treafuresj with regard to the Jagheers, 1 had nothing to lay with regard to the Begums Ja^- 
heers in particular, but to all the Jagheers. 

Then you underftood the Queftion referred to the Treafures only ? 

A. I underftood it referred to the Tieafurcs only. 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


Then it was propofed by the Counfel for the Defendant, and agreed to, that in order 
to fave Time, as the Errors were very numerous, the Managers for tlie Commons, 
and the Counfel for the Defendant, fhould meet and report to the Houle the J'inors 
figned by the Witnefles refpedively, and in cafe any Doubt fhould arife with rtfpeft 
to any Paflage fupix)fcd to be erroneous, the Witnefles flioulcl be re-examined tlicreiipon 
at the Bar, the Whole fubjeft always to the Revifion and Determination of the 
Houfe. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, they would next 
proceed to Ibmc written Evidence, to Ihew that the Directors did order an Enquiry 


(a) Vid« fopra, P. 625. 

II A 


to 
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to be made in India into the Conduft of the Be^ms, that all the World might 
know the real Truth of the Cafe, and that Mr. Haftings did ftifle that Enquiry-— 
previous to which they would read an Extraft of a Letter from the Governor General 
to the Board, which firft led the Court of Dircftors to order this Enquiry to be 
made. 


Secret Dcp. 
Tucfda/. 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered iti, the following Extraft of a ConfiiUa- 
tion of the 5th February 1782, beginning at Page 268 ot the fame Book. 

Fort William, 5th February 1782. 

“ At a Council*, Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, who being returned to the Prefidcncy 

cakes his Seat at the Boards 
Edward Whcler, 1 rr ■ 

John Maepherfon, J " Q'Jircs. 

Sir Eyre Cootc on Service in the Carnatic. 


“ Idle following Fetter from the Governor General, received on the 2d Inftant, is now 
iccoriled. 


“ 274.— 3dly. The Engagements concluded on ilic 19th September with the Nabob of Oude, 

I ditl hope, that on his Return to his Capital, which I had urged for that Purpofe, he would 
iinmcdiatcly liavc entcrcti upon the Execution of the Mcafurcs ncccffary for the Accompliftimcnc 
of liie l^^\n which we had mutually agreed upon, and particularly the Refumption of the Jag- 
liters i an A('i equally necrffary to the Rtftoration of the Peace of his Country, and to the Dif- 
^^^^largc of his Debt to the Company. 

“ After having long waited with much Impatience for this Effcd, I was apprifed by the Refi- 
Letters, that the Nabob, from what Caufc I know not, had (hewn a great Kelutftance to enter 
on trmBn(incI's, notwichftanding the Warmth with which he himfclf originally folicited my Acqui- 
i icenc^^ it ; that he at length did refolve to carry it into Execution, and accordingly appointed 
an AumiiLa take poliefTion of the fequeftered Jagheers ; but that a powerful Oppofition had 
been (ircpared by the Begums, which had obliged him to apply for the ATiftance o( our Troops; 
and that the Rdklcnc had accordingly written to Colonel Morgan to fend a Regiment of Sepoys 
for that Service. As the Rcfident at the fame Time exprefTcd to me his Opinion, that a larger 
Force would be rcquillte to furmount the intended Oppofition, I judged it improper to expefc a 
Service of fuch Importance, either to the Hazard of a Defeat, or to the Chance ot a Delay, and 
therefore immediately ilfucd Orders, of which you have already been advifed, for the March of 
Colonel Sir John Gumming, with his entire Detachmenr, for the Performance of it, adviling 
the Refident of it. He in Reply exprefted an Apprchenlion, that the Nabob Vizier would ob- 
jed to the Movement of fo large a Force into the Heart of his Dominions, without what be 
would dtem an adc(]uatc Occafion for it, to other Motives, which might be produdivc of Confe- 
(jutnccs hurtful to our Connedtion with him, and intreated that the Order might be revoked, 
alluring me, ihat there was no prelTing Occafion for it. 

“ I accordingly ordered it to be fufpended. In the mean Time, as I had conceived fome Alarm 
from the Dclay.s and Difficulties which had attended this Bufinefs, which did not appear to me 
of a Naiuie lufceptiblc ot them, I wrorc to the Refident, requefting him folemnly to declare 
to imr whcdi r, with the Pow'ers with which he had been invefted, he was competent to carry 
into Execution this and the other Meafures direded in my Inftrudions ; chat if he were not, I 
woultl inylc'lf proceed to l.mcknow, and afford the Nabob my perfonal Affiftance for carrying 
them into Execution ; but that it in his Anfwer he Ihould alfurc me that he was capable of 
aecomp'iffiin-y this Service, I would leave the Charge and Refponfibility of it to him, and depart 
ior ihc Piehdency. 1 wrote a Letter to the Nabob in (imilar Terms. I received the RefidenPs 
AnUvt r on t!ic 2d of J inuary j it contained a Declaration that my Prcfcnce was in no Shape 
neccflaiy in that Quarter, and that he was fully competent to undertake and to effed the 
j\ccompliffimenc of all the Meafures required by my Inftrudions, and that he (hould imme- 
diately march with the Nabob to Fyzabaci for the Purpofe of enforcing his Claims on the 


Begums. 

“ On the Receipt of this 1 etter, concluding that the Nabob's Anfwer would be to the fame 
Icilcd, and that 1 Ihould be fufficicntly warranted by them to leave the Bufinefs in their Hands, 
1 pirpaied for my Departure, allowing a fufficient Time only for the Receipt of the Nabob's 
Lciu r, which 1 expeded at the latclt to receive on the yih. On that Day 1 left Benaris, but 
proceeded only to a Ihort Diftance below the Town. At the fame Time I caufed an Intimation 
to be given to the Nabob, that although, to prevent a further Lofs of Time, I had thought it 
pro[)cr to begin my Journey towards Bengal, yet I (hould proceed by (hort Stages, and fufpend 
my linal Kclolutiun until 1 had received his Letter in anfwer to mine, dill retaining the Refolu- 
tiun of conforming to the Contents of it. If thefe (hould require me to proceed to his Prefence, 
according to the Tenor of the Proffer, and that if 1 did not receive it before my Arrival at Patna, 
I would wait for it there. It was not till my Arrival at Patna, which was on the 19th Inftant, 
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accompany this. As it contain^ on!y 

Prcfidcncv After murh Hr Foonng he had cxprcflcd it, or to return to the 

f Art^^A tW I J will confefs with fomc Utludance, I have rcfolvcd on 

. a * fl . 5 ccilhty and Irrcfolution whLh too much picvail in the Nabob’s Coun il, 
r"w in fomc Degree both the Conduft of the Refident and the Miniftcrs ; and I con- 

1 mp n mg cafure ot too much Confequence to be expofed to the Rifle of a Difappoint- 

ment , yet t c Letters which I have written to the Nabob, the ftrong Injunflions which I 

ave repeac to the Rcfidenr, and the pofitive AflTurances which I have received from both, afford 
me every Reaion to hope that they will be carried into lixccutior, without further Difficulty or De- 
lay, an am further confirmed in this Conclufion, by the fubfequent Advices which 1 have received 
lin^ my Departure : Thefe amount to the following Subfiance — t!iat the Nabob Vizier arrived 
at Fyzabad ^ 8th, the Rcfidenc accompanying him; that on the izth he found it neceflary 

pofTeffion of the Kcilah, which was effefted without any 
Effufion of Blood. The Two fcAinuchs, Bahar and Jowarhur Ally Cawn, who were the prime 
Meters of the late Troubles, and the adivc Leaders of the prefent Oppofition, were taken into 
Cultody, and their followers, amounting to about Three or Four Thoufand armed Men, ex- 
pelled^ from the Town and difperfed. 1 think it proper to tranimit to you a Copy of the Rc- 
fidcnt s Letter, and to refer you to it for the Particulars of this Event. 

‘‘ It may be neceflary in this Place to inform you, that in Addition to the former Refolution of 
refuming the Begum’s Jaghcers, the Nabob had declared his Refolution of recii ming ail the 
Treafurcs of his Family, which were in their Poflefrion, and to which, by the Mahometan Laws, 
he was entitled. This Refolution I have ftrenuoufly encouraged and fopporicd ; not lb much for 
the Reafons affigned by the Nabob, as becaufe I think it equally unjull and impolitic ihit they, 
fliould be allowed to retain the Means of which they have already made fo pernicious a Die, 
exciting Difturbances in the Country, and a Revolt againit the Nabob, their Sovereign. 
not languinc in my Expedlations of the Rcfulc of thefe Proceedings, but have requiredyffd re- 
ceived the Nabob’s Promife that whatever Acquifitions fliall be obtained from the IfTuCfj^hcm, it 
ihall be primarly ^ applied to the Difeharge of the Bilance adlually due from him to tillPtompany. ^SicinOrig, 
Notwithftanding the Refolution which I have taken to return to the Prefidcncy, I yet forelcc 
that many Events may happen which may again require my perfonal Attendance in th s Qjarttr, 
but even thefe will require that I fhould firll concert with you the Plan of my future Conduct ic- 
fpedling them. Though the Powers which I poflfefs arc ample and fufficient for every Purpofe 
which may occur, yet as they were granted in a very diflerent State of Aifairs, it is become abfo- 
lutcly neceflary that 1 fliould avail myfclf of a free and full Communication with you upon every 
probable Contingency, which may proceed from the Effefts of the late Changes, before I can 
venture again, if it (hill be ac all necclTary, to interfere with my own Authority in any of the 
Affairs of this Quarter. 

“ I have made fuch a Provifion fo- this Event that I (hall at any Time have it in my Power to 
arrive at Lucknow within at leall Three Weeks from my Departure from the Prcndcncy, and 
there is little Caufe to apprehend any material Change of Affairs in the fliorc Interval winch muft. 
ncccffarily precede my Arrival there. 

I have the Honour to be, See, 

“ On the Ganges, near Sunagegunah, (Signed) Warren Haftings.” (^) 

January 2j, 1782. 


Read, the following Extraft of a Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court 
of Direftors, dated the nth of February 1782, from Book 29, already deliver* 
cd in . 

“ Par. 3. The above Papers contain fuch a full Account of all the Tranfaftions of the Gover- 
nor General upon this Service, together wiih the Motives and Reafonings upon them, that we 
think it would be fuperfluous to add any Thing of our own, but 10 recommend them to your at- 
tentive Perufal. 

“ Par. 4. By thefe it will appear that the Treachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, fupported 
by the Difaffeflion and rcftlefs Difpofuion of the Bhow Begum, Mother to the Nabob of 
Owde, at Fyzabad, produced Infurrcdlions in that Country, which till lately we were unap- 
prifed of, on account of the Communication between that Place and Benares being wholly cut 

olF. 

“ Par. 5. At the fame Time that the firft Information of thefe Didurbanccs reached us we 
were happy to hear that they had been quelled by the Accounts received there of ihe furcelsful 
£Bbrts of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnporc to the Re- 
lief of Colonel Hannay, whofc Sepoys gave evident Proofs, by their Defertion, that they had bem 
tampered with, and he with moft of his Officers were in great Danger of their Lives, a Detach- 
ment under Lieutenant Gordon having been aftually attacked and cut off, and the reft of the 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LHXXI. 
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Corps being furrounded by the Rabble levied under Sandlion of the Begum, avowedly for the 
Service of Raja Cheyt Sing. 

Par. 6. The Circiimftancc of thefe Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from 
Fyzabad, and by the Lift of Cheyt Sing’s Forces delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, 
in which the Troops laid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, muft 
evidencly be the fame (fince they agree in Number) with thofe which Colonel Hannay declares to 
have been raifed and fent to him from Fyzibad. 

(At the End.) Warren Haftings. 

Fort William, Edward Whelcr. 

nth February 1782. John Macphtrfon.”(j) 


Read, the following Extract of a Letter from the Court of Direftors to the Board 
at Calcutta, dated London, the 14th February 1783, from Book 42, already de- 
livered in. 

4. By the Second Article of the Treaty, the Nabob is permitted to refume fuch jaghiresas he 
Iball think proper j with a Rclerve, that all fuch Jai^hircdars for the Amount of whole Jaghircs 
the Company arc Guarantees, lhall, in cafe of a Kefumpiion of their Lands, be paid the Amount 
of the net Collections through the Refident. 

“ 5. We do not fee how the Governor General could confent to the Refumption of fuch^Lands 
as the Comp.iny had engaged (hould remain in the Hands of thofe wjjo polTcflcd them prcvious'to 
the Exccudon of the late I'reaiy, without ftronger Proofs of the Begum’s Defedtion than have 
been laid before ir. : Neither can we allow it to be good Policy to reduce the fcveral Jagfiiredars, 
and thus uniting the Territory, and the Troops maintained for the Proteftion of that "^Territory, 
|fcder one ILad, who may by that Means, at fomc future Period, become a very powerful Enemy 
l^^e Company. 

With refped to the Refumption of the Jaghires poffcircd by the Begums in particular, and 
the fub^uent Seizure of the Treafure dcpofited with the Vizier’s Mother, which the Governor 
General, Letter to the Board, 23 January 1782, has declared he ftrenuoufty encouraged 
and fupported, wc hope and truft, fur the Honour of the Britifti Nation, that tbc Mcafure ap* 
peared to be fully juftificd in the Eyes of all Hindoftan. 

The Governor General has informed us, •• That it can be well attefted, that the Begums prin- 
cipally excited and fupported the late Commotions*, and that they carried their Inveteracy to the 
Englilh Nation fofar, as to aim at our utter hxtirpation.*’ 

7. It muft have been publicly known, that in 1775 the Refident at the Vizier’s Court not only 
obtained from the Begum, Widow of the late Sujah Uowlah, on the Nabob’s Account, Thirty 
Lacks of Rupees, Half of which was to be paid to the Company, but alfo the Forbearance of 
Twenty-fix Lacks, for the Repayment of which Ihe had Sceuiity in Land, on the Nabob’s 
agreeing to leuouncc all further Claims upon her, and that to this Agreement the Company were 
Guarantees. 

“ 8. Wc find that on the 2 1 ft of December 1775, the Begum complained of a Breach of En- 
gagements on the Part of the Nabob; foliciting your Protection for herfelf, her Mother, and for 
all the Women belonging to the Seraglio of the late Nabob, from the Diftrefles to which they 
were reduced *, in conlequence whereof it was agreed, in Confultation ad January 1776, to rc- 
monftrate wi h the Vizier ; the Governor General remarking, “ That as the Reprcfentaiivc of Our 
** (jovcinincnt lias become an Agent in this Bufinefs, and has pledged the Honour and Faith of 
“ the Company, for the punftual Obfcrvancc of the Conditions under which the T/eaty was con- 
eluded, you had a Right to interfere, and Jufticc demanded it, if it Ihould appear that thofe 
Engagements have been violated.” And the Board at the fame Time rcfolved, “That as loon 
“ as the Begum’s Engagements with the Nabob, to which Mr. Briftow is a Party, (ball be fulfilled 
on her Part, this Government will think thcmfelvcs bound to protcA her againll any further 
“ Demand or Molcftation.” 

“ 9, If therefore the DifafTcftion of the Begums was not a Matter of public Notoriety, we can- 
not but be alarmed for the Effefti which thclc fubfequent Franfadions muft have had on the Minds 
of the Natives of India. 1 he only Confolacion wc feel upon this Occafion is, that the Amount of 
thofe Jaghires for whiJt the Company were Guarantees, is to be paid through our Refident at the 
Court ot the Vizier; and it very materially concerns the Credit of your Government, on no ac- 
count to fuffer fuch Payments to be evaded, 

10. If it (hall hereafter be found that the Begums did not take that hoftile Part againft the 
Company which has been reprefented (as well in the Governor General’s Narrative, as in fcveral 
Documents therein referred to; and as it nowhere appears, from the Papers at prefent in our 
Poflcfiion, that they excited any Commotion previous to the imprifonment of Rajah Cheyt Sing), 
but only armed themfclves in confequence of that TranfaAion ; and as it is probable that fuch a 
Conduft proceeded entirely from Motives of Self-defence, under an Apprehenfion that they them- 
felvcs might likcwifc be laid under unwarrantable Contribution.s we direft that you ufe your In- 


(^) Vide Appendix, N® LIV, 
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floence with the Vizier, that their Jaghircs may be reftored to them ; but if they fliould be under Ap- 
prehenfions refpea.ng the future Conduft of the Vizier, and wuh our further Protedion, it is our 
rkafurct at you afford thofe Ladies an Afylum within the Company’s Territories, and ihcfe be 
paid the Amount of the Net of their Jaghircs, agreeably to the Second Article of the 

late Treaty, tl^ough the Medium of our Rcfidenr, as may be afeertained upon an Average Elti- 
rnatc of fome Years back, ^ 

(Signed at the End), 

Henry Fletcher, 

Nath^ Smith, 

John Harrifon, 

George l accin, 

R. Hall, 

Henry Savage, 

Step, l^ulhington, 

John Smith, 

John Hunter, 

J^. l^arell. 

Joleph Sparkes, 

Ben. Booth, 

Jac** Wilkinfon.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 28th Aiiguft 17H3, from Book 
156; already delivered in, beginning at Page 731 of the fame. 

“ Fort William, 28th Augufl 178?. 

* , “At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, Prefident; 

John Maepherfon, ? pr ; 

John Stables, i 

Mr. Wheler abfent. 

“ Mr. .Wheler having left the following Minute with the Secretary in confequcncc of reading 
the General Letter of the 14th February at the laft Meeting, in the Public Department, it is now 
confidered. 

“ General Letter from the Court of Direftors, dated the 14th February 1783. 

“ Mr. Wilder. — It always has been and always will be my Wifli to conform implicitly to the 
Orders of the Court of Directors ; and 1 truft that the Opinion on * which 1 (liall give upon 
that Part of the Court’s Letter which is now before us, will not be taken up againft its Mean- 
ing, as going to a breach of them. The Orders at prefent under the Board’s Confidcration arc 
entirely provifional. 

“ Nothing has pafled fince the Conclufion of the Agreement made by the Governor General 
with the Vizier at Chunar, which induces me to allow the Opinion which I before held, as well 
from the Governor General’s Reports to this Board as tlie Opinions which I have heard of many 
Individuals totally unconcerned in the Subicin', that the Begums at Fuzabad did take a holble Part 
againft the Company during the Difturbanccs in Benares; and I am imprcHcd withaConviflion that 
this Conduft of ihe Begums did not proceed entirely from Motives of .Self-defence. But as tiie 
Court of Directors appear to be of a different Opinion, and conceive that there ought to be 
ftronger Proofs of the Dcfcdlion of the Begums than have been laid before them, I think that 
before we decide on their Orders, the late f prclcnt Kefident at the Vizier’s Court, and tlic Com- 
manding Officers in the Vizier’s Country, ought to be required to collei-ft ami lay before the 
Board all the Information they can obtain with refped to the Defection of the Begum during 
the Troubles in Benaras, and their prefent Difpofiiion to the Company. 

“ The Governor General defires to record the following Minute. 

“ The Governor General. — I think Mr. Wheler has mifconccivcd the Intention of the Court 
of Direiftors. I have attentively read the Fourth and fubfequent Paragraph of the Letter of the 
14th February, but find ho Order expreffed or implied in them which can warrant the F.nquiry 
propofed by Mr. Wheler. The Court of Direftors is already in PofTcffion of complete and 
legal Evidence of the hoftilc Part taken by the Begums of Fuzabad againft the Company. I 
cannot dire£lly objeeft to the Propofal for collecting frefti Evidence on the fame Clurge.s, but I 
muft be informed of the Object of it, before I can aflent to it. I do therefore object to the 
Queftion in the prefent Terms and State of it.” 


♦Sic in Or*^. 


f SicinOfig. 


ft B 
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Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 2 2d September 1783, from 
Book 84, beginning at Page 106 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the azd September. 

“ At a Council j Prefcnt, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcntj 
Mr. Whclcr abfent. 


‘‘ Read and approved the Proceedings of the 15th Inflant. 

‘‘ The following Minute having been received from Mr. Stables the i8ih Inftant, is now 
recorded. 

September 9th, 1783. 

Mr. Stables. — The Court of Directors by their Letter of the I4tli February 178^, feem not 
to be fatisficd that the DifafFcction of the Begums to this Government is fufficicntly proved by the 
Evidence before them. 

“ I therefore think that the late and prefent Refident and Commanding Officers in the Vizier^s 
Country at the I'ime, (hould be called upon to collect what further Information they can on this 
Subject, in which the Honour and Dignity of the Government is fo materially concerned, and 
that Inch Information may be immediately tranfmitted to the Court of Directors. 

In the Enquiry propofed to be made, 1 wi(h it particularly to be attended to, whether any 
hottlle Intention or Mark of Difaffiection to this Government in the Conduct of the Begums ap- 
pealed before the I roublesof Benaras. * 

“ 1 think the Kefidcnc at the Vizier’s Court (hould be called upon to gitt Information to 
the Board whether the Amount of the Begun^’s Jaghires has been paid to them, and by what 
Channel the Payment has been made. The Governor General dcfires that the P'aragraphs of 
the l.ctter from the Court of Directors of the 14th February 1783, to which Mr. Stables 
^udes in his Minute, may be entered in this Place, becaufe it does not appear to him that the 
of Directors had directed any Enquiry to be made, fuch as is now propofed i that it ap- 
pcar^^ him both too late and unneceffary at this Time to renew it, as very ftrong and au- 
thenticl^ Evidence of the Difaffiection of the Begums has been collected and tranfmitted to the 
Court of Directors; and as the Re^fons affigned by the Court of Directors, if ihefe (hall be 
tranfmitced with the Orders (or the Enquiry, will prove in their Effect an Order collecting Evi- 
dence to the Judification and Acquittal of the Begums, not (or the inveftigation of the I'ruth 
of the Cliargcs which have been preferred againft them.” 

** The Governor General thinks it unnece(rary to make any other Comment upon the Mo- 
tion, or to give either his Affcnt or Di(rcnt to it; but as the latter may be implied in the pre- 
ceding OblcTvations, if Evidence is to be collected, it fhould be collected from ail Perfons capable 
ot giving It, and not confined to official Characters.** 

“ Par C'th. With reffxcc to the Refumption of the Jaghires polTelTed by the Begums in 
]);\rticular, and the fubicquent Seizures of the Treafurc depofited with the Vizier’s Mother, 
winch the Governor General in his Letter to your Board 23d January 1782 has declared he 
flruHioully cn<.oiirjgc*d and fupported, we hope and trud, for the Honour of the Britiffi Nation, 
tliai the Meafurc ap[)cared [o be fully jullificd in the Eyes of all Inciollan. The Governor Ge- 
ikimI ha.s informed us “ that it can be well attefted, that the Begums principally excited and 
luppoitcd the late Commotions; and that they carried their Inveteracy to the Englilh Na- 
“ ti(jn, To far as to aim at our utter Extirpation.” 

“qh If therefore the Dilaflection o( the Begums was not a Maiter of public Notoriety, we 
cannot but be alarmed for the Effects which thofc lublequent Tranlactions muft have had on 
the Minds of tlie Natives of India. The only Confolation we feel upon the Occafion is, that 
the Amount of thofc Jaghires for which the Company were Guarantees is to be paid through 
our Rcfklent at the Court of the Vizier; and it very materially concerns the Credit of your 
Govcrnmeiu (Ui no Account to fuffer fuch Payments to be evaded. 

“ loth. If it fliall hereafter be found, that the Begums did not take that hoftilc Part againft 
the Company whicli has been reprefented as well in the Governor General’s Narrative, as in fcvcral 
Documents tl.eiiin referred to; and as it no where appears from the Papers at prefent in our 
Polheffion, that they excitctl any Commotion previous to the Imprifonment of Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
but only armed thcmdlvcs in confequence of that Tranfaftion ; and as it is probable, that fuch 
a Conduit proceeded entirely from Motives of Self-defence, under an Apprehenfion that they 
thcmlclves might likcwifc be laid under unwarranted Contributions; we direft that you ule 
your Inllucncc witli the Vizier that their Jaghires may be reftored to them ; but if they (hould 
be under Apprehenfions refpeiling the future Conduit of the Vizier, and wifli our further Pro- 
tecliun, it is our Plcafurc that you aftbid thofe Ladies an Afylum within the Company’s 
Ten ivories, and thole be paid the An^ount of the net Colleition of their Jaghires, agreeably to 
the 2d Article of the late Treaty, through the Medium of our Refident, as may be afeertained 
upon an Average Eftimaic of Ibmc Years back.” 


The 
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The Counfel for the Defendant requcfted Mr. Macpherfon’s Minute, upon the 
fame Subjeft, might alfo be read. 

The fame was read, as follows, from a Confultation of the 13th Oftober 1783, 
beginning at Page 681 of the fame Book: 

Fort William, 13th Oftober 1 783. 

“ At at a Council-, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, Prefident, 

John Macphcrlbn, | 

and / Efquircs. 

John Staples, J 
Mr. Whelcr abfent up the Country. 

(‘‘ Mr. Maepherfon having delivered the following Opinion upon the Company’s Orders of the 
“•4th February refpeding the Begums at Fyzabad, it was feot in Circulation, and is now *i>icinOiig. 
entered. 


‘‘ Received 8th October. 

Mr. Maepherfon. a5ih September. 

I have read the General Letter from the Court of Direftors of the i|th of February with 
Attention.' When it was firft read in Council, 1 undcritood the Paragraphs about the Begums 
as dircc“ting an Inveftigation of the Grounds on which they were deprived of their Jaghires j and_ 

** that we IhouW ufe our Influence with the Vizier to put them in PoiLfTion of the J‘g^ircs, ir 
** there was not fufficient Evidence of their rebellious Condud, during the 'J loublcs at Benares. 

On a clofe Attention to the Words and Spirit of the dilFerent Paragraphs u[)on this Sub- 
ied, I do not think that we are direded to commence any new Invelligation of P.vidence. 
deed I do not well fee how fuch an Invcftigation could be regularly undertaken, or wlut lalijsSi^^^ 
« Purpofe it could produce. 

‘ There has been no Appeal from the Begums to this Government ; and there ceij^ 

“ fufficient Proof, at the Time that thofc who had the Management of their Concerns, louring 
‘‘ Troubles of Benares, were no Friends, but real Enemies, to the Caufc of the Engliffi. 

‘‘ The Points which the Court of D i redo rs fee m to have mofl: at Heart are, ill, 1 hat the En- 
« craccmcnt of the 2d Article of the Benares Treaty (hould be faithfully fulfilled ; and 2dly, To 
“ cuard againll the future Condud of the Vizier, if he ffiould be dilpoled to opprels the Begums. , 

‘‘ Wc lliould therefore afeertain whether the Amount of the Jaguirs of the Begums is regu- 
“ larlv paid to them through the Company’s Refident and give them Notirc that no future l)e- 
“ mands (hall be made upon them. This the Governor Gener.il might, 1 tliink, do in a Letter 
“ that would make the Begums (cnfiblc of their pall: Milconduft, yet inform them t;f the Lenny 
“ and gracious Intentions of the Company in ordering them an Alylum in Beng.il, in cafeof hituic 
Diftrrfs. In confequence of the foregoing Opinion from Mr. Macphcrlon, the following Minute 
« was delivered by the Governor General. 


ert^ly was 
i,^f!uring the 


p Q . Gheretty, 9 Odober 1783. 

‘"'l Ihould gladly acquiefee in the Motion made by Mr. M.icplKTlon, if 1 thought it po'iili'e 
to frame a Letter to the Begums in any Terms which (hould at the fame I ime convey the Inti- 
mation propoled by it, and not defeat the I'urpofe of it, or be productive of I' vils grcatei than 
anv which exdl in the Confequenccs of the I'roceedings which h ive already taken place, and 
which Time has almoft obliterated. The Orders of the Court of Directors arc conditional, fhey 
require nothing but in the Event of Dilcoveries madefublequent to the Advices which were belorc 
vou on the utli February laft. in Alleviation of the former Conduct of the Begums , no lung has 
ftnee appeared in relation to them •, but their Refufal. or rather that of One, to h.lfil her Ln- 
sagemeL for the Payment of the Remainder of the Sum exacted from her by the Nabob Vuier 
‘ fn S Beginning of the lalt Year. Whatever Obedience may be due to the clear and alcertained 

• L U of^thc Orders of the Court of Directors, this Obligation cannot extend to Points of 

• u l;.h, r the r etter nor evident Spirit of their Orders apply. If I am rightly informed, the 

: Kb Vi,i« of Go':,.i...jl. I. .oold ,11 b.co.no .hi, 

NaoOD vizic 6 Influence bv anv Ad which might tend to revive their Animofities', 

: ?nd rv^S g^Sat:^ - eflca it. It^wili be to little Porpofe to tel. them 

‘ Jhat ?be[r Condua has in our Kftimat.onof it been very wrong, and at the lame Time to announce 
to them the Orders of our Superiors, which more than indicate the reverie. 1 hey wi in- 
ftant vuke fire on loch a Declaration, proclaim the Judgment of the Company tn their Pavour, 
Itantiy ukc nrc on luci „,hirh thev will conllruc Wrongs t which luch a Sentence war- 

demand a Reparation of the ,,, fhe proclaimed Scandal of the 

ranting that or remaiS in h.s Dominions, but not 


f Sic in Orig. 

Minnie from 
iIkCJ A'crnor 
Ciencral, 


I ** Thus ia 
Ongr 
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♦SicinOjig. “ trigues and Seditions Enough alread exlfts to affeft his Peace* and the Quiet of his Ptople. 

< “If wc cannot heal, let us not inflame the Wounds which have been infliiled. 

“ If the Begums think thcmlelvcs aggrieved to fuch a Degree as to juftity them ifi an Apjpeal 
“ to foreign Juni lidion, to appeal to it againft a Man (landing in the Relation of Son and 

“ (jrandlon to tficm, to a[)})eal to the Juflicc of thofc who have been the Abettors and Inftrumcnts 
“ of 1 licir injput' d W rongs, let us at leaft permit them to be the Judges of their own Feelings, and 
“ prefer their Complaints, before we ofler to redrefs them. They will not need to be prompted. 

“ I ho[H: 1 fhall not depart from the Simplicity of official Language in faying, that the Majefty 
“ of Jultice ought to be approached with Solicitation, not defeend to provoke or invite it, much 
“ lels trxlebale iilelf by tl.e Suggeflion of Wrongs and the Promife of Redrefs, with the Denun- 
“ ciaiion of Punilhmeiu before Trial, and even before Accufation. 

“ (Signed) W. Haftings, 


“ Mr. Marplu'ilbn. — I fee with the Governor General the Difficulty of writing a Letter to the 
“ lieoviiDs, tluL u(.u'd not, in fome Degree, extenuate their paft Conduct, yet convey to them a 
“ Knowltdgc of the i^rotcction tendered to them in the Event of future Diftreffes by the Court of 
“ Directors. 

“ I wilhed to adopt an Expedient to flicw the Company that w'e were ready to meet an^ 

“ Wilhes they h.nd on the Subject. 1 only fuggefted the Idea, but do not move it as a Queflion. ' 

“ 1 he M/jefiv ui Julti^e ought certainly to be met with Solicitation, and fliould^ not defeend 
“ to piQvoke or invite it •, but from fome Exprtflion in the Letter of the Court of Directors, 1 am 
“ led to think they had feme Complaint before them, or a diflerent Reprtientation from the Evi- 
“ dence fent by ttfis Ciovernment about the Rebellion of the Begums, when they wrote their Dj- 
“ rections of the i+th February laft ; otherwife they would cither have approved or dilapptpved 6f 
“ the Conduct of this Adminillration, upon the Facts dated to them, or have bcfn filent till they 
“ received further Advices. I agree with Mr. Stables, that the Rcfident at the Court of Oude 

(hould be crdled upon to date to the Board, whether the Begums have received the Amount of 
Wiitjeir Jaghuirs.”) § 

Re^ from Book 8 1, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the July 17^3, beginning at Page 213 of the fame Book. 


Secret Dep. 
Monday. 


“ Fort William, 28th July 1783. 
“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hadings, Governor General, Prefidcnr, 

Edward Whcler, ) • 

John Staples, 

Mr, Mucpherlbn indifpofed. 


ires. 


LIST of Mr. Middleton’s public Corrcfpondencc with the Honourable Board, from the 
Period of figning the Treaty at Chunar, to the ajd Odober 1782, when he delivered over 
the Relidency to Mr. Bridow, 


Of Date 17th Odober 17S i. To the Honourable the Governor General. 

I ditto 1781, To ditto ditto 

20th diuo 1781, To the Honourable Board. 

23d ditto 1781, Ditto ditto. 

28rli ditto 1781, lb the Honourable the Governor General. 

29rh ditto 1781, To the Honourable Board. 

30th ditto 1781, "lb the Honourable the Governor General. 

2d November 178 1, Ditto ditto ditto. 

I |tli ditto 1781, Ditto ditto ditto. 

4th December 1781, Ditto ditto ditto. 

12th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 

17th ditto 1781, To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

19th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 

2 2d ditto 1781, Ditto ditto ditto. 

24ih ditto 1781, To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

27th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


30th 1 

>• ditto 

1781, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

j 

ad January 

1782. 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

10 th 

ditto 

1782, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

13th 

ditto 

1782, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

iSth 

ditto 

1782, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

18th 

ditto 

1782, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


1 


Of 
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Of Date 20th January 1782, To the Honourable the Governor General. 

2jth ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 

27th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 

(At the End of the Lift), 

(Signed) Nath’ Middleton. 

(And at the End of Coni'ultation}, 

(Signed) Warren Haftings, 

John Macpherlon, 

John Stables.” (a) 

Read, from Book B, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to Mr. Haftings, dated the 8th 06 lober 1782. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Mailings, Governor General, See, Sec. Sec. 

‘‘ Sir, 

Inclofed I have the Honour to forward you Letters from his Majclly Shaw Aulum and 
Mirza Shuffee Cawn ; and am, with the highdl Rcfpcct, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 

moll humble Servant, 

(Signed) N. Middleton, Kefidcnt, See.’* 


Read, from the Appendix to the Banarcs Narrative, the following Extra£l-, begin- 
ning * Page 87 of the (iinic. 

‘ » Num. 37. 

“ To the Nabob Vizeer. • 

« Your Excellency will have heard from Report the rebellious and treacherous Coiuluft t^rffheit 
Sins, which has delayed for a few Days my Departure towards Lueknowj and 1 am no^rrived 
at Chunargur, where I fliall remain Tome J'ime, to punilh this Treachery and Rebti^, which 
has originated from his own wicked Dirpofition, Your Excellency will therefore be pleated to 
return to Lucknow ; and as the foie Object of my Journey from Calcutta to this Qiiarter was to have 
an Interview with your Excellency, by the Blclling of God having foortly punillicd m an 
exemplary Manner this Rebel, I fliall be made happy by meeting your b'. xctllenry, who in the 
mean while mull not fuffer any Apprehenfions or Doubts to exill rcfpeaing tins Ihilincls. 

« As in this Time of Necellity Troops are wanted here, and our Concerns arc tlie lame, 1 have 
therefore written to Lieutenant Ifolhill, who is with fomc Companies of yotir Excellency’s Sepoys 
at Illahabad, to come to this Place, and have promifed to acquaint you with it j alluring him, 

■hat your W'"' '''' Warren ] (*) 

23d Auguft 1781. 

Read, alfo, the following Extrad from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 88 
of the fame. 

Num. 39. 

“ To Mr. Nath. Middleton, Colleiftor, Sec. Lucknow. 

« Imnl'ediately upon Receipt of this Letter you will be pleafed to pack up and liilpntch One 
Lack of Rupees in Silver, to be delivered here to the Commanding Ollicer of tins I lacc. Should 
w>u not poffcls a Sum equal to this Amount in your Treafury, you w.ll be p ealc.l to exert every 
Means in^your Power to^ raife it upon your own Credit, or otlicrwile ; and when piC] ared, put it 
in chariicV the Officer commanding the Regiment of Sti^oys which 1 lately oideied from 
Khaunpoor to Lucknow, lie is di.eacJ to elcort the Trcafu.e with h.s whole boice to this 

^'•“you will further be pleafed, immediately on Receipt of this, to fend an Agent to Illahabad, 
with Dircaions to purchafe Grain to fuch Amount as he may be able to dilpatth by Water from 

«'YoViui*'aTfo? « foont ^pomble\‘''acVu“aT tTe^Nabob Vi^c;, that inflead of meeting him 
upon the Road fro’m Lucknow to Banaris, I now intend meeting him at Lucknowi and that I 
cLcquently requeft he will immediately return to that Place, and ■ 

“ Chunargur, n Warren Haftings.*’ (cj 

the 23d of Auguft 1781. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XLllI. 


(^) Vide fuppA, P. 195. 

11 C 


(1 ) Vide fiipra, ibid. 


Read, 
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kcad, alfo, further Extract from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 102 of the 
fame* 


“ Num. 67. 


‘‘ To the Honourable Warren Haflings Efqulrc, Governor General, See. 

My clear Sir, 

“ 1 am this Inftant favoured with your’s of the 24th, and I Yefterday received your pnblick 
Letter of the 23d. The Khaunpoor Regiment is arrived at Lucknow, and by To-morrow will, 
I have no doubt, be on its March, with a Lack of Rupees, to join you. Provifions will alfo be 
fent you daily from lllahabad. 'I'hc Nabob will move towards you immediately. No Perfuafions 
will induce him to return to Lucknow. On this Subjeft I have written fully to Johnfon. I have 
received no Letters from you but the Two above mentioned. We (hall be near you in Eight 
Days. 

“ Munaupoor, “ My dear Sir, &c. 

29tli Auguil 1781. “ Nath. Middleton.** (<a) 


Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 104 
of the fame. 

“ Num. 69. 

'Eo the Honourable Warren Haflings Efquirc, Governor General, &c. 

p 

“ Honourable Sir, 

'Phe uniifual Eailure of Intelligence from you, and the Reports which are brought to me by 
tlic Natives being fi aught with alarming Accounts of your Situation, have determined me to 
ktletach immediately Two. Regiments of Sepoys, 40 European Artillery-men, with Eour Guns 
lljliOne Howitz, with Orders to proceed with all l^.xpcdition to join you-, and the Officer com- 
man^g the Detachment has Orders to purfue fuch Meafurcs, and make fuch Movements, as he 
fliall d^m expedient, according to his Intelligence, for cfTefling that Service. They will fet olF 
on SatuOTy next, September the ift. The Artillery, for the fake of Expedition, is to go 
down by Water to lllahabad, where it is to wait for the Arrival of the Sepoys. I (hall immedi- 
ately order 1 hree battalions from the Detachment at Calpee to march to this Station, and One 
Battalion under Major Gilpin will be left for the Protedion of that Place. A frclli Supply of 
Ammunition has been dilpatched to Lucknow for Major Roberts’s Regiment. — Though I cannot 
but imagine, that were your Situation anyways critical or dangerous, and you Rood in need of 
Military Force to affift you, I fiiould not have remained fo long without receiving Orders from you 
to fend IVoops down^ yet I doubt not but the Step I have taken will receive your Approbation, 
as there is a Poffibility of your Orders having mifearried, and the Confequence of a Delay, in fuch 
a Cafe, might prove ferious and dangerous. — I fhall order the Regiment of my Brigade that is 
now at Euitohgur, to march down to this Station as foon as poffible. — As the quick Arrival of 
this Letter to your 1 lands is promifed to be rewarded by you, or the Officer who receives it, I 
beg leave to requell that you may be plcafcd to order the Sepoys anil Roitmen fucli Rewards, 
honorary or pecuniary, as you may think equal to the Merit of their Service, 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

“ Kliaunpoor, James Morgan, Colonel.’* 

29th Augull 1781. 


Num. 70, 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Banaris, 

“ Honourable Sir, 

Since I incloled the accompanying Duplicate, I have received a Letter from Lieutenant Pigott 
at lllahabad, covering a Note from Colonel Blair, to communicate your Orders to an Officer 
commanding a Detachment proceeding from Khaunpoor to Banaris by Water; and Lieutenant 
Pigott has lent Three Copies of it that have lincc arrived. His Care and Attention 1 muft beg 
leave to lecommend here, as from thefc I received the firfl: authentic Intelligence of your being 
in want of 1 roops to affill you; and as by the Words of Colonel Blair’s Note, it appears that 
you had difpatchcd Orders to me for fending a Detachment of Troops down to Banaris ; but tliefe 
Orders never reached me, and I am now at a Lofs to know what Strength you wifhed the De- 
tachment. lo-day, Part of the Detachment I feml down to you under Command of Major 
Crabb will embark, and To-morrow the whole will fet off: It confifts of a Party of Artillery 
under Captain Hill, the Two Flank Companies of the Euiopean Regiment, and Two Regiments 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 203. 
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of Sepoys, with Four 6 Pounders and One ITowir, . a r 

,i.ge C.„te. All w,ll proceed by Water, b... no mo,; B.r“be pZZ“e,e ‘ “ 

« Khaunpoor, " ' 

30th Auguft 1781. Colonel.’* {.;1 

« N. B. The Bearer is highly deferving a goo.] Reward.” 

of rile fame^^* following Extras from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page io 3 


“ Num. 73. 

“ To the N.ibob Vizier. 

» I was made happy by the Receipt of your Excellency’s Two Letters, accompanied by Mr. Mid- 
dleton s, acquainting me that you have adv..nced fomc Days Journey from Lucknow, and arrived 
at Peepulpoor, and that you would pmcecd f.om tliencc towards this Place, where you vsouUI loon 
arrive. Befpre this I wrote to your Excellency, requcrtin[> that you would lay afide your Intentiun 
ot coming here, and return to Lucknow, tlut you might not fuffer any Inc(r>nvcnicnre on tl.c Ko.id, 
from the rebellious Dilpofition of Cheit Sing’s People-, and that I, having fettled thefe Mntters, 
would proceed to an Interview with your Excellent y; and that you ought by no means to think of 
coming to this Qiiarter. But as I learn, that notwiihdanding thi^ your Excellency is ivlolvcd on 
coming to my Airdtancc, I am filled with the higheil (iratitutlc for fo noble a Proof of your 
briendibip. It is now incumbent on your I’rudcnce and Circumlpedlion that you advance with the 
greaceft Caution, to prevent any Inconvenience from the 1 ‘rcachery of Cheit Sing’s People. As 
foon as I am informed of your Excellency’s Approach to Chunar, I will crofs the River with as many 
Troops as I have with me, and will pioreed to meet you. 'J hree Days ago Major Popham, with 
a imall Part of his Detachtnent, attached a large l^orcc of Cheit Sing’.s entrcnclied near the Fort 
of Patecta, defeated them completely, and took Pour Guns, fevcral Tumbrils of Ammunition^ 
and aconfidcrable C^iantity of all Sorts of Military Stores. I Leg leave to congratulate your E: ' " 
Icncy on this fignal SucceiL” (^) ^ 

September 6th, 1781.” 

Read, alfo, a further Extra6l from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 109 
of the fame. 

“ Num. 77. 



To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Governor General, See, 

Honourable Sir, 

A Detachment of 100 Europeans, 30 Artillery Men under Captain Hill, 2 Regiments of Se- 
poys, I Howitz, &c, under the Command of Major Crabb, let off by Water on the jill ulr. for 
Chunargur. Your Order of the 25th iilt. I received the i(l, and that of the 26ih on the 2d. 1 fenc 

by Exprefs your Order to Colonel Gumming immediately. I am preparing to follow the Detach- 
ment with my whole Force as foon as poflible. I have wrote to you Eetiers in 'Enidicate, to in- 
form you of what I have done. I have given Major Crabb paiticular Orders tt) cany down (jrain 
and Provifions with him and gave him 25,000 Rupees to purchafe it with, whith was all the Cafli 
in the Treafury here. I am now much diflrcfild tor Boats. Some of my 1 etters I lent down by 
Water. Depend upon my ufing the utmoft E’xpedition. 

Khaunpoor, “ I have the I fonoiir to be, See, 

4th September 1781. “ James Morgan, Colonel,” 


Read, alfo, the following Extract from the fame Appendix, beginning 
of the fame. 


“ Num. 79. 


at Page i i o 


To Colonel Morgan. 


‘‘ You have afted nobly ; and with a Dccifion that d<)es you Honour. I mod heartily thank you. 
I have had a Letter from Major Crabb, dated the 2d, from Illahabad : He propofed to march by 
Land from thence, and 1 exped him hourly, though I have not heard from him fince. I'he Nabob 
is near; Major Mofes Crawford is alfo on the Way fiom Dynapoor, and is reported to be at 
Sukkerdeea, which is but 4 Cofs from RamnagU’-. I have written to you tlic News of the jd. 
On that Morning Captain Blair, with 5 B.attalion Companies and 2 Companies of Major I’op- 
ham’s Grenadiers'^" with Two Six Pounders, attacked the Enemy, encamped in a Body of moic 


ilian 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 2 q6 . 


(/^) Vide fupra, Page 2c6. 


(f ) Vide Tiipra, ifid. 
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thin 4000 Men, at Patccta-, and after a very fevere and doubtful ConHi.!!, in which wc loft 10.- 
Mcn, killed and wounded, he obtained a mol> dccifive Vidory, taking all their Guns and Am- 
munition, viz. 4 (inns, 4 'rumbrils, and of Ammunition an incredible Quantity, mod of which 
he deftiovcd, fpikcd One Gun, and bioughc away the reft. I hope that it will be unneceftary for 
you your'elf to pioreeci this Way; yet march, and ule your own Diferetion in advancing. If 
your Prelenre fhall be required, you will receive the fureft Proof of it by the Failure of my 
Letters. I lels fear the adUul Lnemy than tlic Contagion of tlic Hxarnple. I am much pleafed 
with ti e Nabob. 

Chunar, Warren 1 ladings.*’ 

8 til September j/Si. 


“ Num. 80. 


“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

Dear Sir, 

“ Futtth Shah, Genoo Roy, and Ajcct Mull, with a large Body of armed Men, are come into 
1 luneepoor. The Two lalt have, I uiulcrftand, joined Fuueh Shah, on a Promife of his Aftlft. 
ance in oi)raining Poftefllon for them of their Zemeedaries in Gooruckpoor, which is to be the 
Second Objec I; of this Confederacy. I have no Force to defend any Part of my Diftrifts, and 
hive therefore been under the Necefllty of calling on the Zemeedars of Sircar Sarun for their 
Alfiftance on this CLcafion, and lome of the priiKipal Men ainongft them are orone with their 
Dci^ tfuiai.ts to I lufierpoor ; but I conicl's 1 have no great ConfiJcncc in tliem. Several of them 
ate intiiiiately connedted with CheitSing; there are alio Tome allied by Marriage to Doorgbijey 
Sing and to Uwfan Sing. 'I'lic Names of ihcfe lull are Gojiaiil Narain, Scrib Narain, Govind 
Narain, IIir-Govindlaw, BonilUr Saw, and Kagonaiit Saw. Letters to them from Doorgbijey 
Sing and Owlari Sing would be ot infinite Service, and might in fome Degree coiintcradl the 
infamous Attempts of Cheit Sing. One Letter of his (and I have Rcafon to believe there are 
^ny in Circulation) addrefied to Durjoo .Sing, a Zemidar of the Diftrid, at prefent employed 
iP-yuffeepc.or, was by him carrictl to tlic Aumil of that Place, who immediately fent it to me. 
It i^i^gned by Cheit Sing’s own Hand, and has tlie large Seal of his Government affixed to it. 
He tlia^i^ defires Durjoo Sing to kill every European and Sepoy he can, and join him with all 
his People. 

“ In my Letter of the 25th ultimo I acquainted you with the Application I had made to Colo- 
nel Ahmuty l«r a Battalion of Sepoys, and with his Refufal. He wrote me, that the whole Force 
at Dinapoor was Nine Companies ; that they were lately incoiporatcd, and the Arms they had 
unfcrviceable. 


“ Chuprali, 

4th Setember 1781. 


“ I have the Honour to be, 6fc. 

Charles Gra;me.*’ fijj 


Read, alfo, a fiiithcr Extra£> from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page (17 of 
the lame. 

“ Num. 94. 


“ To tlie Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire. 

“ I lonourable Sir, 

“ It is with tlic gieatert Concern I fend you tlie inclofcd for Mr. Middleton, intercepted by the 
ILijah’s People. I'here is another Letter from Major Hannay, dated Fyzabad, loth inftant ; tlie 
Purport of which is nearly the liimc as that cnclofnl, to caution you againft the feeret Defigns 
of the Nabob, and that lie (Ma;or Hannay) is much diftrefted and ill. The Rajah will not fuffer 

me to fend the Major’s l.etter to you, from fome capricious Whim : I dare not now afk him j but 

the M.iior lays nothing more than I tell you. I was obliged, from fad Ncet ffity, to tell the Rajah 

fome Part of the Contents of theencloled -, but 1 took caic it Ihould be merely plaufible : I omitted 

fiich Particul.irs as he might take tlic Icaft Advantage of. For Heaven’s Sake, Sir, condefeend to 
liilcii to fome I'emis of Conciliation, while we can do it without Icfiening our Dignity. Pardon 
me the Picfumption of .adyifing you. I am, it is title, wanting in Wifdom and the Knowledge of 
Politivks, but 1 lee the Rajah is very (I fear too) formidable. I am greatly diftrefted at the Con- 
tents of the inclolcd Letter. Heaven avert the impending Storm, and protcif you ever ! 

“ Lutteefpoor, 

Tuefday Night, ii o’clock, 0 Jacob Barnet (iS).” 

iSth September 1781. 


Read, 


(«) Vide fupra. Page 207. 


(i) Vide fupra, Page ato. 


( ) 

Heady aMb, the following Extifaft froin the fame Appendix, bttinnlng at Page 140 
of the fame. 

“ Kom. 120. 

To Colonel Morgan. 

« Sir, 

" In my Letter to you, dated the 24th inftanr, I acquainted you, that as the Nabob eXpefted 
his Return to his Capital would put a Stop to the Difturbances tyhich have lately arifen in his 
Country, it was unneceflary for you to proceed to Lucknow with your Brigade, as I at firft di-* 
reeled. From a fubfequent Converfation with the Minider, I find there is a Probability that 
the Nabob may be deceived in his ExpeAations, and ftill r^uireyour Afiiftance} I have therefore 
direfled Mr. Middleton, on the Nabob’s Application to him in Writing for that Purpole, to ap- 
ply to you for the Aid of fuch a Force as the Nabob may require t which I requelt you will be 
pleafed to furnifh on Mr. Middleton’s Requifiiion. 

Ramnagur, I am, Sir, &c. 

27th September 1781. Warren Haftings.” 


“ Num. lai. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ I was honoured lad Night with your l,etters of the 24th indant j and beg leave to adure you* 
it is the Summit of my Ambition to merit your Approbation of my Conduct , and the Compli- 
ment you paid the Troops which I fent you, heightened my Satisfadion with additional FleaCure. 
It) confequence of your Letter of the t9th, defiring me to halt at this Place, I immediately ordered 
that Part of my Brigade that had eroded over the Joofy, to recrofs 1 but in order to lofe no Time, 
I diall direftly march towards Lucknow, and, agreeable to your Direflions, (hall direft Colonel Sir 
John Gumming to crofs immediately at Khaunpoor, and proceed to Lucknow with TwoRgaj|| 
ments, and Four Guns, and to comply with fuch Requifitions as the Nabob or the RefidenyXiakc 
to him for AITidancc, to edablilh Tranquillity in his Excellency’s Dominions. But the 

Pleafure to inform you, that I learn, both by Letters written by Gentlemen at Lu^ffiow, and 
from my Intelligence Writer there, that the Commotions have fubfidcd, and they entertained no 
Alarm, but from the Situation of Chunar •, and I am ready to conclude, that the Brigade’s halting 
here operated in fome Meafure to produce that good Effeft ; and I am now concerned I fent to you 
that Extraff from Mr. Blane’s Letter, as I apprehend it was written without a right Confidcration 
of Circumftances, and caufed you fome unnccelfary Alarm. Captain Law will crofs the River 
To-morrow Morning with all the Cavalry fit to ierve on aftive Service, and 1 have given him In- 
(Iru^ions to ole all Expedition on his Way down to Chunar. I (hall march on this Side the 
Water up to Khaunpoor. I will write to Mr. Middleton to let me know if the Adiftance of my 
Troops is wanted, and (hall be prepared to a(Ford him any Aid, cither with my whole Force, or 
any Part of it, (hould the Detachment with Colonel Sir John Gumming not prove fuificient for 
quelling any Dillufbanccs in the Nabob’s Country ; but in the prefent State of the Country I make 
no doubt of Colonel Cumming’s Force being enough. As the Exigence of Affairs does not feern 
now to be prelTing, I have left it to Colonel Cumming’s Option, either to proceed with the Dctach- 

of Futten Ghur, with the Two Regiments he has left 


ment, or to go and command at the Station 
there, till further Orders from me. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. Morgan.” (a) 


“ Camp near Illahab.id, 

27th September 1781. 

Read, alfo, the following Extrafl from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 143 
of the fame. 

“ Num. 124. 

“ Tranflation of a Letter found in Lutteefpoor the 6th of Oflober, and forwarded to the Governor 
' General by Captain Thomas Blair. 

« On Thurfday, after my Arrival at Banaris from Buxar, I went to Sewallah-Ghaut with a View 
of reprcfcniing to you feveral Circumftances which 1 had learned concerning the oppofite Party i 
but as they had got in before me, I was deprived of an Opportunity of feeing you. I was prefent 
at the Place where your Friends and People were fitting, and where they affcmblcd together , and 
when you went into the Boat, notwithftanding it was my ^efirc to have accompanied 

yet I had no Opportunity of doing it. The enlu.ng Day, the Pa(&ge of Boats to and fro was en- 
tirely obftrufted, and I was afraid to fend you Intelligence from this Place, left the Letter (hould 
havc^ fallen into the Hands of the Enemy. They remained afterwards Four Days at this Place 


(.») Vide fup^ Page 22}. 
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with a few Men, and if you had then attempted to retaliate On then, you would certakUy have 
taken Two Pigeons in One Trapj but as all your AAions are accompanied with good Fortune, 
there is no Doubt but the Enemy will be foon overcome. For Two Days the Hircarrahs of the 
oppofitc Party came to my Houfe to make Enquiries ; but, by the BlelTing of God, no ill Cohfc- 
qucncc enfued. Now that you have taken this heavy Burthen upon yourfclf, you muft truft en- 
tirely in God, and (hew, on all Occafions, the utmoft Fortitude. The Alliance of feveral Chiefs, 
at a 'l ime like this, is very neceflary, and may be eafily accompliihed t yet you muft avoid forming 
any Connexion with a Chief of fuch Confequence as may afterwards himfelf attempt an Inter- 
ference in your Affairs. Whatever Orders you give, muft proceed from your own Deliberation. 
I am at prefent perfeftly idle here, and 1 am very lolicitous of an Interview with you, that I nm ia 
Perfon communicate to you my Opinions on feveral Points which have occurred to me. Byaixt- 
tcr from Bulwunt Row, I underftand that you wifh me to inform mylelt concerning the Arrival of 
Hydcr Beg, and to write you on the Subjed. 

“ I will affurcdly make every neceflary Enquiry, both about Hyder Beg and the Nabob Alluf 
uil Dowlah, and communicate to you the Kelult. 1 have already lent confidential Perfons to both, 
and whatever I may in confequence learn, fhall be communicated to you liereaftcr. Meanwhile 
the Matter is briefly this : You muft never entertain Hopes of the Attachment of Hydcr Beg ; his 
whole Strength and Power depend on the oppofite Party j yet it is proper you fhould attempt to 
conciliate the Favour of the Vizeer, by telling him that you are dcfirous of reprefenting feveral 
Circumftances to him ; that you wifh to perfuadc him to detach himfelf Irom the oppofite Party, 
and to refume his former Authority over you. Without knowing your Sentiments on this Subjed, 
it is not in my Power to a<,‘t lb of myfelf. 

“ It is however at all Events advifeable, that if the Vizeer fhould entirely embrace the other 
Party, you fhould neverthelefs wait upon him perfonally, and reprefent to him whatever you may 
deem advifeable. I beg you will believe me to be in every Rcfpeift firmly attached to you. M.ijor 
Hannay with One Battalion has left Gooruckpoor, and Letters have been fent to Khaunpoor for 
j^Troops from thence; you fliould therefore retaliate on them as foon as pofTible. If Hyder Beg, 
^^mg^ut your Confent, fhould attempt to join the oppofite Party, it is proper you fhould ftation 
a lull^le Force on this Side of the Fort of Chunar, to prevent his crofling the River. Ycfterday 
RajalrsQ^ind Ram and Lalla Bucheraje went and had an Interview with Hyder Beg. What 
more fha^ fay ? The Objeft of Hyder Beg is certainly to manifeft his Attachment to the oppofite 
Party.” (j) 


Read, from Book C, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Auriol to 
Mr. Middleton, dated the ajd May 1782. 

“ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refidentat the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am dircAcd by the Honourable the Governor General and Council, to acquaint you, that 
the Letter which you have written to the Governor General, enclofing the original Treaty con- 
cluded by him with the Vizier at Chunar, contained only that Part to which the Nabob had 
agreed and affixed his Seal ; I am therefore to requeft that you will alfo fend down the Requifitions 
made by the Vizier, to which the Governor General agreed, and affixed his Seal and Signature. 

“ I am, 

Fort William, Sir, 

the 23d May 1782. Your moft obedient Servant, 

("Signed) J. P. Auriol, 

Secretary.” 


To Ihew the Time when Mr. Middleton received the firft Notice of his Recall from 
Lucknow, 

Rc.id, from the fame Book, the following Letter from the Board to Mr. Middle- 
ton, dated the 23d of September 1782. 

“ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Rcfident at the Vizier’s Court. 

“ Sir, 

“ Having thought fit to recall you to the Prefidcncy, and appoint Mr. John Briftow to fucceed 
to your Station, we hereby direft, that on Mr. Briftow’s Arrival at Lucknow, you immediately 
deliver over Cliargc to him of the Office of the Refident, with all the Treafurc, Accounts, Papers, 
Documents, and Dependencies thereunto belonging, and make the beft of your Way to Calcutta; 
for which Place you will then fet out without further Delay. 

“ We arc. Sir, 

" Fort William, Your tnoft obedient humble Servants, 

the 23d September 1782. /Edward Wheeler, 

(Signed) -{^johnMaepherfon.” 


(a) Vide fapra, Page 225. 
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Then 
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j, requcfted, that as it had been fuggefted Yefter- 

fo^’i^ht b!?cal 7 e 7 b.^ December 1782 was fupprefled. Mr. Robcit Hud- 


Accordingly Mr. ROBERT HUDSON 
Queftion was put to him ; 


was again called in, and the following 


Qj^ Can you turn to a Letter from Mr. Bridow to the Board, dated the ill December 17S2 ? 

A. Yes. ' 


The Counfcl for the Defendant requefted, that before the Letter of the ift of 
Dwember 1782 was produced, an Extraa of a Letter from the Board to Mr, 
Briftow, dated the 3d of March 1783, might be read, from a Confultation of the fame 
Date. 


The fame was read from Book 85, already delivered in, beginning at Page 910 of 
the fame Book ; 

R (“ Fort William, 3d March 1783. 

“ At a Council ■, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haltings Efquirc, Governor General, Prefident ; 

“ General Sir Eyre Coote, Commai.der in Chief. 

“ Edward Wheler, 

John Maepherfon, K Efquires. 

“ John Stables, J 

Wc define you will inform us if any, and what Means, have been taken for recovering the 
‘‘ Balance due tram the Be-um at Fyzabad, and, if ncccflary, that you recommend it to the 
Vizier to enforce the molt cffcdual Meana for that Purpofe, 

Wc arc, &c. ^ 

(Signed) Warren Haftings,^^ 

“ Fort William, (Signed) F.yrc Coote, 

3d March I783, (Signed) Edw** Wheler, 

(Signed) John Maepherfon, 

(Signed) John Stables.**) {a) 


fccrct Dep 

Moiulay, 

MmcK. 


Then the Counfel for the Defendant requefted that an Extraft of the Letter above- 
mentioned from Mr. Briftow to the Board, dated the ift December 1782, might be 
read. 

The fame was accordingly read from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 2C3, 
of the fame Book. 

§ (“ Major Gilpin, with One Battalion, has been ftationed at Fyzabad, for the Purpofe of fup- 
“ porting the Vizier^ Claim againft the Begum for the Recovery of his Patrimony depofited in her 
** Charge. I applied to the Vizier immediately upon my Arrival, for his Confent to withdraw this 
Battalion, keing little Probability that violent Meafures would effed any further Payments. I 
propofed to him, to truft to her Generofity for the Liquidation of the Balance, which was about 
Five Lacks. The Vizier would not at that Time acquicfcc in my Propolal, but determined on 
‘‘ making one more Effort previous to leaving it in her Diferetion to juolong the 7 Vrm of Pay. 
menti his Excellency accordingly addrefTcd a Letter to the Begum, conveying his Senfe of her 
evading the Performance of her Engagements, in very harfh Terms ; and threatening in cafe of 
Non-compliance with them, that her Eunuchs fiiould continue in Confinement, and Means be 
taken to recover the Money from her, as the Company would never be fati fied without it ; I'he 
“ Begum in reply reprefenred her Inability, having paid away all the Treafurcever entruftedto her 
Charge by the late Vizier j but if the hunuchs were enlarged, fhe might, with their Affiflance, 
“ be enabled to raife the Money upon Credit. On his Excellency’s receiving this Anfwcr, 1 renewed 
my Solicitations for Perrniffion to withdraw the B.:Ct.ilion, reding the Matter upon the Begum’s 
Promife of difeharging the Balance when her Eunuchs Ihould be releafed : I was intfuced to this 
‘‘ Mcafurc by the Reprefentations of Major Gilpin, who had been employed in the Bufinefs from 
“ the Commencement ; his Opinion, afferting that every prafticabic coercive Exertion had been 
ufed, I beg leave to fubmit to you in the cncloled Copy of his Letter to me on the Subjeft. 
The Vizier at length acquiefeed in the Battalions being withdrawn-, for which I was the more 
** anxious, as your Inftrudtions to me dilapprove of Detachments, and the State of Afiairs rc- 
quires the Appearance of a formidable horcc on the Frontiers.’*) (a) 

« Lucknow, (At the End) John Bridow, 

the ift December 1782* Rcfidcnt at the Vizier’s Couit.” 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Head, 


(a) Vide Appendix, N' LXXXVI. 
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Read, a further Extras of the Letter of the 3d March 1783* fiom the . Board to 
Mr. Briftow j from the fame B 00k, and fame Confultation, b^innine at* Past ?oa 
of the lame. » t , 7© ^ t 

(Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Briftow. 

“ To Mr. John Briftow. 

“ Sir, 

“ Having received and taken into our Confideration the following Letters from y<)u» We 
now tranfmit you our Sentiments and Orders upon them. 

23d November. 

ift December, 
nth Ditto. 

19th Ditto. Two Letters. 

20th Ditto. 

30th Ditto. . } ..S . 


“ Fort William, 
3d March 1783. 


(At the End) (Signed) Warren Hafting^ 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, 
(Signed) Edw* Wbelcr, 
(Signed) John Maepherfon, 
(Signed) John Stables.”) («) 


Then the Managers for the Commons delired an Extract might be read from a Con> 
fultation of the 12th of May 1783. 

Read, the following £xtra 61 , from Book 80, beginning at Page ^34 of the fame 

ig^k. 

“ Fort William, the 12th May 1783. 

“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident \ 


s 


Edward Wheler, 
John Maepherfon 


I Efquircs. 


Firtt Heiid. 
BtUnce and 
A(rignniene. 


“ The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letters from Mr. Briftow to him, 
dated 12th December. 

“To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General. . 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ Your Inftrudtions of the 23d October have been the invariable Rule of my Conduft j and now 
I have held my Office a fufficient Time to fpcak with fomc Degree of Certainty to moft Points, I 
lhall enter upon an Explanation of the State of this Government. 

Your Obfcrvation, that your new Mcafures will require a long Time to execute, is but too 
true. The total Want of Syftem, and lawlefs Habits which prevail, muft be correfted by pro- 
grellive Means j the Peace and Security of the Country, and Regularity in the fcveral Depart- 
ments of the State, will be gradually ^ablilhed. I beg leave to anfwcr thefevcral Heads of your 
InftruClions in the fame Order in which you have placed them. 

“ Immediately after my Arrival I urged the a^ing Minifter to devife and recommend Arrange- 
ments for the complete Difcharoe of the Balance at the Conclufion of the Year. Tp relieve my- 
felf from Cenfure in cafe of Failure in this cllential Point, it is ncceflary I fliould explain the 
Tranfa&ton with the Bankers. The Balance at the End of laft Year was not in ftCl paid, but 
transferred to the Bankers, and encreafed by the Load of a very high Intereft. There were Two 
diftinA Engagements » 

One for Bills immediately granted on the Prcfidency for 

Another for Teeps promifing Bills, to be delivered by Inftallments at the following 
Periods, and in the following Proportions, viz. 

Bhaudun — • — — 

Cooaur — — — — . 

Cautick — — • — — 

Aughun — — — . 


— 26,50,000 


1189 

1190 
D* 

D* 


^6,50,000 

6,50,000 

6,50,000 

6,50.000” 




Then the Managers for the Commons delired Mr, Middleton might be called 


in. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N" LXXXVI. 
4 


(d) Vide Appendix, N'LVIU. 


Then 
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ThM NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Erquue, was agtuh eallftd in, and cx- 
ainin^d as follows. 

Q. To whom did you deliver the Prifoners Bahar and Jewar Ali Ka^^n, at Fyrabad ? 

A. I believe, to Major Naylor, but I am not quite certain. 

Q. Did you give any Written Orders to Lieutenant Rutledge upon that Occafion ? 

A. Certainly, Written Orders were given when the Prifoners were delivered up. 

Q. Do you ricollcft what thofc Orders were ? 

A. I do not particularly. 

Try to recolleft them j they are very Ihort ; yOn have been reminded of them. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefled,’ that as the Orders were ftated to 
be in Writing, the Inquiry ihould be what was become of that Willing, before the 
Witneis was alked as to his Memory of them. 

The Witnefs was afked • 

Where arc thofc Orders now, do you know where they arc ? 

A. Not the Original Orders — a Copy ot them is no doubt in the Office at Lucknow. 

Do you know whether they arc in your Letter Book ? 

^ I'do not know whether they are. 

Q/ Whether this is the Purport of the Order •, “ Sir, when this Note is delivered to you by 
Himas Rot, ' 


The Gounfcl for the Defendant objeiSled to the Queftion. 

CL Can you rccolleft what was the Purport of your Orders ? ^ 

A. Upon this Queftion, I muft beg Leave to throw myfelf upon your Lordfhips IndulgJ^e ; 
My Conduft at Fyzabad feems to have met with the Difapprobation, not only of the Hon^able 
the Houfc of Commons, but of the Ferfon from whom I was deputed to conduit that W!mncfs.— • 
I do conceive 1 am more particularly charged, with refpeft to the Proceedings at Fyzabad, than 
even Mr. Haftings himfcll. — I (hall therefore hope, if it lhall fo ^pcar to your Lordihips, that 
I may be excufed anfwering any Queftions with refpeit to that Bufinefs, which may tihd to cri- 
minate myfelf. 

Q. Whether or no you did not alTift Mr. HaftingS in hit Firft Defence in the Floufe of 
Commons, and give him Information with refpeit to the Tranfaftions at Fyzabad ? 

A.. 1 have already, informed your Lordfhips, how far I did affift ■, I certainly did give him 
every Information that occurred to me relpeiting the Affairs of my Department. 

Q. But particularly with refpec^ lO the TrarifaAions at Fyzabad ? 

a 7 To the Affairs of Oude, in general. 


hj a Lord.) Did you, or not, give him Information particularly with rcfpcft to the Affair* 
of Fyzabad i 

A. No Doubt, thft Information refpefting the Affairs of Fyzabad, was one Part of the Infor- 
matione 


Q. Did Mr. Haftings, when you informed him refpefting the Affairs of the Begums, and the 
Mimfters, at Fyzabad, exprcfi his Difapprobation to you at that Time ? 

A. 1 do not rccolleft ever making any particular Communication to Mr. Haftings upon that Subjeft. 
Whh refpeft to the Begums Minifters, the Eunuchs, it is un.ler that Conftruclion, 1 conceive, that 
I am more particularly criminal in that than in any Thing elfe, becaufc it is One of the few InftaiiLcs 
in which I uftd my own Diferetion j if there is any Criminality in tliai Affair, I conceive that Cri- 
minality will attach to me more than to Mr. Haftings. 


Th^n the following Paflfage was read, from the Preface ro the Defence of Mr. Haft- 
ings at the Bar of the Houle of Commons. ^ 

“ Before I proceed to reply to the Charges refpeaing my Conduft to the Begums, and on the 
Affairs of Oudci I mUft obferve, that they contain' Particulars of which 1 was totally ignorant, 
fill I read them in the Charees. I am therefore very much indebted to the Afliftance of Mr. 
Middleton, and to the Information of Gentlemen who were in Oude when the Tranfadions alluded 

to happen^ (a).” 

Then the following Quefti on was put to the Witnefs : 

(d) Vide fupra. Page 413. 
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Whether, 
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Q. Whether, among the Circumftances which Mr. Haftinge saihered, Md for irHich hn |i«(« 
thanks you, you did not inform him of the Treatment of the ^nuchs, and of tho PilUeCCeiof 
the Women in the Khourd Mahl, and of thofc other Particulars to which Mr. Haftings replies iq 
his Anfwer to the Charges ? 

A. 1 really do not rccollctfk the Particulars of my Information to Mr. Haftings •» they ccrtainlf 
contained every Thing that occurred to my Mind upon the AffaifS in which I had be$n /con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Haftings alfo fays, in his Defence, “ My laft Orders therefore for its Execuiiom is 
all that I am anfwerable for •, the reft depended upon the Inftruments which were employed it» 
and lo little on mylclf, that 1 was ignorant of the whole Mode of its Execution, till it was 
done :”(<») Recollect whether you did, or did not, conceal from Mr. Haftings all thofo Ciroun- 
ftances, or whether you comn.unicatcd them to him ? , 

Q. {by Counfti.) Whether the Communication was in Writing ? 

A. It was. 

Q. (by the Managers.) Do you know whether you communicated all thofe Circumftances f 

A. I believe I d.d, but 1 cannot be certain that I did ; but all the Communications 1 i^^e 
upon that Subject were certainly in Writing. 

Do you mean to fay, that all your Communications to Mr. Haftings upon this Subjeft ftnee 
you came to England have been in Writing ? Have you communicated to Mr. Haftings otherwile 
than by Writing the Palfagcs rcfpedling pyzabad i 

A. I do not believe I have, but it is very poftible that in Converfation I might mention thole 
Palfagcs i but I do not rccoilcdt particularly that I communicated thofe Circumftances, bvt in Writ- 
ing. 

Qi Mr. Haftings, in his Reply to the Charges of the Houfc of Commons, does fay, that fince 
he has been in England, you have communicated to him feveral Circumftances upon this Subjed, 
|if which he was totally ignorant before. Do you rccplle^l having made that Communication 
^Mr. Haftings, fince you came to England ? 

AS^uthing further than what I have already informed your Lordlhips of. 

Wm*! have you informed us of? 

A. Of the Informations I gave Mr. Haftings in Writing. 

Was there no verbal Communication? 

A. I beg leave to refer to the Anfwer I have before given to that Queftion; I canpot pretend 
to fay, that I may not have converfed with Mr, Haftings upon the Subjeift, though I declare, if t 
ever did, it is fu Highr, that it ha( entirely efcaped my'^emory : I ^ not recoiled, ever pro- 
felfedly converfing with Mr. Haftings upon the Subjed ; if 1 ever had any Converfation wiib 
Mr. Haftings upon the Subjed, it has been in Company, as a general Converfation, md not 
any Thing in particular between him and myfelf. 

Whether you did or did not aftift Mr. Haftings, or his Agents, in drawing up his Anfwer 
to the Charges of the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. I have already confelTcd, I did furnilh Mr. Haftings’s Agent— as bc is called— MsjQf Scott, 
with all the Information in my Power, upon the Affairs of Oude. 

Q. Then in furnifhing him with Materials upon that Subjed, did you or did you not commu- 
nicate the Circumftances in Qiicftion, with r<;fpcd to the Treatment of the Eunuchs and of the 
Bcgunis ? 


The Queftion was objected to. 

Then the preceding Queftion and Anfwer were read by the Clerk, and the following 
Queftion was put to the Witnefs ; 

Q. Whether the Treatment of the Begums and the Eunuchs at Fyzabad, and the Women in 
the Khourd Mahl, did not make a Part of that Information which you gave to Major Scott ? 

A. The Treatment of the Eunuchs, I am pretty fure, did make a Part of the Information 
given to Major Scott.— With refped to the Treatment of the Women in the Khourd Mahl, I am 
not lb certain, I do not believe it did. 

Q. Therefore, when you faid you made no Communication to Mr. Haftingf upon the Subjed, 
you did not mean to inclivdc in it his Agents ? 

A. I meant to fay, I had no particular verbal Communication either with Mr. Haftings or his 
Agents. 


s ins 1">V I, *i» i " I I ) | ■ I ■ i ii. i if 

(«} Vide fiipra, Psge 417 , jrii Line from the Bottom. 


Q. Were 
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«fcM Ae eonaiuiucadoos made to Major Scott in Writing ? 

A. ¥««. ® 

a p? fpq mfan |0 (ay ypy had no Cpnverfation with the Agents ? 

A. i papnpf fay that 1 might Bot have had Converfation with them too, iippn the lame iSybje^i t 
l^t n?y Commypioatiopa to Major S^ott were in Writing, and very foil to every Point that 1 cyoli 
give him Information upon. ^ 

Whether you hfd not read the Charges pf the Commons before you gave any Afliftance tp 
Mr. Hayings in anfwering them ? 

A. No Doubt, I had. 

Qi Did you omit to inform Mr. Haftings, or his Agents, of any Tranfaftion within ygur 
Knowledge, relative to the Matter of the Charge ? 

A. It IS impolTible for me to fay whether my Informations to Major Scott were complete, or not, 

I gave him fuch Informations as occurred to me at the Time relative to the Affairs of Oude. 

And not meaning to conceal any Thing ? 

A. Not ineening to conceal any 1 hing. 

^ Whether, upon the Communications made by yoq, Mn Hirdings then exprell^ a Dif> 
approbation of any Part of thofc Tranfadions f 

A. I do not know he did ^ he did not to me. 

Q. Then when was it you learned that you was fo unfortunate as to have your Qondu(5f, in 
that Tranfadion, difapproved by Mr. Haftings? 

A. My Condud at Fyzabad was One Article of the Charge, made againftmc by Mr. Haftings 
and the Council at Calcutta. 

Whether any Part of that Charge made againft you by Mr. Haftings was, that you had pfed 
tM'much Severity ( or, on the contrary, that you had ufed too mucli Lenity ..nd l orbearancjyigj 
upon that Occafion ? — 

A. I would wilh to raftrr to the Charge itfelf, and to Mr. Haftings^s Letter upon the Sy^d. 

Qj^ « Lord.) You are underftood to have faid, you aded from yourfcif at r5y<abod, and 
Aat th* Courfe of your Condud was not communicated to Mr. Haftings in Qude : — Do you re- 
incmber particularly th* Letter that you wrote to Mr. Haftings upon the 5th pf Fcjituary 17S2 ? 

A- Not particularly. 


Then a Paper was (hewn to the Witnefs, who faid ; 

Tes j I recoiled it certainly. 

Q. Do you wilh to corred your former Anfwcr f 

A, ( pPF“ivc it (Joes ftafp gcnprally, thaj the Begums Minifters had been imprifoned. 

Q. You faid, you aded from your own Diferetion ; that your Condud had been difapproved, and 
Jh^the Tr^eatmpnt of them had pot been difclofed : Now the Information in tliis Letter is, that 
the Minifters had been imprifoned, and in Irons ? 

A. The Obfervation I wifli to make upon that Letter is, that it is a confiderablc Time after the 
Tranfadions, when I faid that I had ufed my own Diftretion ; it was at the Time of executing 
the Meafures at Fyzabad. I recoiled very well, writin;? fevcral Letters to Mr. Haftings on the 
Subjed i and no Doubt, that feme of them muft generally have related to the Proceedings at 
Fyzabad. 

Qi Whether, at any, and at what Time, Mr. Haftings expreffed his Difapprobation of thofc 

Tranfadions to you ? ...-fv.r'iurr-in.i 

A. Not of the particular Tranfadion with refped to the Eunuchs, but of my Condud and 

Prjocec((ings in g/eneraJ at Fyzabad. 

O You did nor, in your Defence to that Accufation, ftatc that “ wherever Force could be ufed 
it hfd not bi en fparcd,”-that the Begum had been « reduced to the Mercy of the Nabob » and 
that » her Minifters were in Irons.” Do you remember the 1 cnor of your Defence to that Charge ? 
A. I certainly do remember that that is the Tenor > but for more Accuracy, I wifli to refer to 

the AD(wer iifplf. 

To (hew that Mr. Haftings approved of the Treatment of the Begums when it was 
communicated to him, 

Read the following Extraa from the Minutes of Major Scott’s Evidence at the Bar. 

« Q. After the Time of your having read that Introdudion to Mr. Haftings, do you rccol- 
wjiethcr he added any Thing to the Defence ? 

8 
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“ A. There is a particular PafTage, which I am clear mull have been added by Mr. HalHi^s; 
The PafTage I was going to read to your Lordlhips was added by Mr. Hadings : * I have con* 

‘ duded tite Narration of the preceding Detail to its Clofe, without chuHng to interrupt it, or to 
‘ difturb the Attention of my Honourable Hearers, by the concluding Obfcrvaiion which I how 
‘ iliink it netcfTary to make upon it — bccaufc I held the whole Series of the Afts thus connected 
‘ ftridly reconcileable to Juftice, Honour, and good Policy, whoever were the Parties concerned in 
‘ them.” (a) 

You date you read the original Charges. Whether you gave any Authority to Major 
Scott to deny your having given this Order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge : 

“ Sir, 

“ When this Note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, I have to defire that you order the Two 
Prifoners to be put in Irons, keeping them from all Food, &c. agreeable to my Indru&ions of 
Yederday. 

(Signed) “ Nathaniel Middleton.” 

Did you give any Authority to Major Scott to deny your having idued any fuch Orders ? 

A. 1 certainly gave no luch Authority to deny it *, but I mod humbly entreat your Lordlhips 
will confider the Predicament in which 1 dand : rhcTe do appear to me, to be leading Quedions, of 
the lame Tendency as the Fird Queltion •, and I hope your Lordlhips will allow me Permiflion to 
decline anlwering ihcm. 

Q. Whether Major Palmer, when he was at Lucknow, was not in condant Correfpondence with 
the Governor General ? 

A. I underdood fo. 

C^. Did you know Major Davy ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Was he not at Lucknow, at the fame Time, or the greateft Part of the Time, Major Palmer 

Ipt^iherc ? 

A.^le came with Major Palmer there : he daid, I think, but a few Days ; not many Days. 

Q. In^h'>t Charailer did he come with Major Palmer ? 

A. By the Letter of Mr. Hadings to me, or in Major Palmer’s Inftruftions, he is mentioned as 
Major Palmer’s Afllllant ; I knew him in no other Charaffer at Lucknow : in one of thofe Letters, 
or in Major Palmer’s Inllrudions, I certainly have fecn him mentioned as his Aflidant. 

Did not Major Davy return again to Lucknow, after he had left it the Firft Time ? 

A. 1 believe not, to tlie Bed of my Recollection he did not. 

Q. Do you think it podible, that any Matter of material Confcquence could have happened, 
refpeding cither the Begums, their Miniders, or the Nabob's Government, without iis being com- 
municated either by you. Major Palmer, or Major Davy, to Mr. Hidings ? 

A. 1 Ibould apprehend not i I Ihould think it mod likely, that they would have been com- 
municated. 

Was the Nabob in the City of Fyzabad, when the Kella was ftormed, and the Eunuchs taken 
Prifoners ? 

A. He was not. 

Where was he at that Time ? 

A. He was near the Town of Fyzabad, encamped in a Place called the Rumna, 

To whofe Cudody did Bahar Ali Khan, and jewar Ali Khan deliver themfelves ? 

A. May I be permitted to afk, if that is not a Quedion of the fame Tendency with the one that 
was fird put to me ; if not, I am ready to anfwcr it. 

Do you know into whofe Cudody they were delivered ? 

A. They cither rurrcnclered themfelves, or were delivered into the Cudody of the Na- 
bob. 

How long did they remain in the Nabob’s Cudody ? 

A. A very Ihort Time. 

Relate whofe Cudody they came into afterwards, and by what Means ? 

A. I am forty to be obliged to recur to your Lordlhips Indulgence again upon this Subjefl) I 
beg that I may be informed, through your Lordlhips Indulgence, whether I am obliged to an- 
fwer that Quedion. 


(a) Vide fupra, Page 376. 
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The Managcis for the Commons dated, that they were confident the Houfc would 
not admit as a Reafon for a Witnefs’s declining to anfwer, his merely I'ayiner he con- 
ceived It would criminate himl'elf. 

The Witnefs faid, 

I am juftified in my own Opinion mod clearly ; I am clearly of Opinion, that tlic Eunuchs 
were certainly guilty of the Crirne alleged againft them: But my Condutd in anotlur Place has 
not been conficiered in the fame Light in which I confidered it mylclf; and upon that Ground I 
conceive 1 am juftified in making the Objedtion. 

What other Place do you allude to ? 

A. I mean by the Honourable Managers, 

Will you fwear that, to your Knowledge and Belief, the Nabob had .my Will of his own 
upon any Meafure of Importance at that I’ciiod ? 

A. I cannot doubt but he had. 

Any Will th.at he could carry into ElTcifl. Was he in a Situation to carry his own Piirpofcs 
into Effeft ? ^ 

A. I have no Doubt but he was. 

Did you frequently dircflly contradict the Will and Inclination of the Nabob ? 

A. I have done it on certain Occafions molt undoubtedly ; fomctiiiKS with Succefs, and fomc- 
times I have failed. 


Name an Inftance in which you failed ? 

A. I could, with a very little Recolledion, name a gre.at Number of Indanccs ; but in general 
I certainly did ufe all the Influence in my Power to prevent thofe People, who have been diltin- 
guilhed in this Houfe as the Orderlies, from having great Colledtions anil great Commands 
the Nabob, conceiving them to be very improper Pcifons for fuch a Trufti but 1 never liable 
to fuccecd, in any One of the Inftances in whicli I interfered with refpedt to thole Pcople^^ 

Did you, upon any Occafion, ilTue your own Perwannahs in the Nabob’s Coulftry 
A. In One Inftance I did go foxe Length in ifl’uing my own Perwannahs, which is in Evidence 
before your Lordlhips. 


Was that Inllancc againfl the Will of the Nabob, or witli it ? 

A. It appeared to be againfl the Will of tlic Nabob. 

Did you think yourfelf authorized to place any Perfon upon the Nabob's Lill, for Pcnfions 
or Gratuities after the rre-aty of Chunar ? 

A. Upon my own Authority ? 


Yes. 

A. No 1 certainly nor. 

Upon whofe Authority did you do it ? 
A. Is the Taft crtablilhed that I did do it ? 


Did you ever do it ? 

A. I do not know I did. — No } certainly I did nor. 

It is in your own l-ividcncc that you did do it. With refpcfl to the Communicat'on m.idel 
with Mr. Haflings refpedting Perfons to be pla.ed privately upon the Nabob’s Penfion Lilt, you 
laid you had not received a written Order from Mr. 1 ladings, but that it was a verbal Commu- 
nication, that the Names were given to you verbally ? ^ 

A. I rccolleift it ; and I believe it will be found, by recurring to that Evidence, that it meant 
Perfons who were to (lay at Lucknow. I do not recoiled it mentions a linglcWord about Pcnfions. 

Q. Rccolleft whether you did or did not receive any Inflruiflion, Diredlion, or Communication, 
from Mr. Haftings, refpefting any Perfons continuing to receive Pcnfions, or Gratuities, after the 
Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. I am very lorry to have Occafion to throw myfelf on your Lordfliips Indulgence again : 
This is a Qiicltion which certainly mud criminate myfelf-, if I did receive luch Orders, orated 
upon themi or without ading upon them, if I did not difclofc them to my Superiors, 1 was 
clearly criminal. 

Q. The Qiieltion now is, Whether you did receive any Orders to that EfFcdl ? 

AT If I ^d receive them, and did not difclofc them, I believe it will be found I certainly was 

criminal in that refpeft. 

Q. Whether you did not receive Inftrudions from the Board, whom you date as your Superiors, 
andto whom pu was bound to communicate every 1 hing, to obey Mr. Haftings’s Orders as 
clothed with the Authority of the whole Council ? 

A. Certainly, during his Continuance in the Upper Provinces. 

1 1 F 


Qi Then 
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Then wlicthcr you did not rcceiv'e fuch Orders from Mr. Haftings ? 

A. May I afk what Orders ? 

To continue any Perfons whatfoever upon Fenfions, or Gratuities, after the Treaty of 
Chunar ? 

A. I really do not rccollefl that I received any Orders from Mr. Mailings upon the Subje^l. 
I certainly have mentioned, that I received a Communication from Mr. Mailings m Converfation, 
mentioning the Gentlemen tliat were to remain at Lucknow. 

Wlierher, according to the bell of your Recolledion, you have not received fomc Orders 
or Communications, refpeding lY'rlbns to continue upon Pcnlions or Gratuities after the I'rcaty of 
Chunar ? 

A, I really do not recoiled I did; but I mull again oblcrve, that if I did receive them, and 
did not difclofe tliem, I was criminal in lb doing; if I am not fo, I wilh to be informed by your 
Lordfhijts. According to my own Conception, I am criminal in receiving fuch Order without 
difclofing it. 

Lid you receive the Orders or not? 

A. I do not recoiled I recc ved any Orders, but I believe I have occafionally received Recom- 
mendations fiom Mr. Mailings. 

Q. Whether you did not receive fome of thofe Recommendations before you parted with 
Mr. Hallings at C luinar ? 

A. I rather think I diil. 

Where was the Money, which was feized of the Begums Treafure at Fyzabad, found; in 
what I loules, or where dug out ? 

A. It was found in the Houles of the Two Eunuchs. 

By whom was it found ? 

A. W the Nabob’s Agents. 

Do^l§;i know who thofe Agents were ? 

A. 1 cannot lay at this Time that I recoiled the Names of them: His principal Agent went 
with Major Naylor, when he went into the Town, and continued there as the Nabob’s Manager or 
Governor of the Town for a Number of Days. 

To whom was the Money brought, when it was found ? 

A. It was brought to t!ie Kelidtnt. 

I'o you ? 

A. I'es ; in confcquence of an Order from the Nabob. 

Whether Jewar Ali Khan had a fine Houfe and Garden at Fyzabad ? 

A. I do not recoiled ever to have been in his Houfe, or in his Garden. 

Whether Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were Men of Wealth, and great Property ? 

A. They were fuppofed to be fo ; I had no Opportunity of alcertaining the Fad. 

By what Means did you know, that the Treafures, dug out of the Minillcrs Houfes, were 
not their Property, but the Property of the Begums ? 

A. I had certainly no Means of afeertaining whole Property they were ; I took it for granted 
they were the Begums Property, becaufe they laid fo. 

To whom did they fay fo ? 

A. They pointed out the Places where the Begums Treafures were lodged; fuch as were un- 
der their Curtody, belonging to the Begums; they pointed out the Places where they were con- 
cealed. 

(X They pointed them out as the Begums Treafures ? 

A. Yes. 

To whom did they point them out ? 

A. To the Nabob’s Agents. 

Do you mean, while you were at Chunar ; the Firll Delivery of the Money ? 

A. No ; while I was at Fyzabad. 

Do you mean, the Firll Delivery of the Money ? 

A. It was while 1 was at Fyzabad. ' 

Was tliat the Time you arc f|)eaking of, that they were pointed out as the Begums Treafures, 
to the Nabob’s Servants ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were the Minillcrs, frequently afterwards, prclled and threatened, to oblige them to difeo- 
ver the Places where the Begums Treafures were concealed ? 

6 A. I 
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A. I hope your Lordftips will permit me to decline anfwcring that Queftioni as a Part of the 
rmcr Examination. 


former Examination. 

To whom was the Bond of the Begum’s Minifters for paying the Balance given. Do you 
know of any Bond given by the Begum’s Minifters ? 

A. It was given to the Nabob’s Minifters, in the Name of the Rcfident, for fo much Money to 
be paid to the Rcfidcnt on account of the Nabob. The Bond was taken from the Eunuchs for the 
Nabob’s Miniftcr. 

Who was the Obligee irt the Bond ; to whom did they ftand bound by that Bond ; was it in 
the Form of an Englilh Bond, or any thing like it ? 

A. It was a Perfian Paper. 

To whom was the Contraft made ? 

A. To the Refident. 

To whom did you afTign that Bond ? Was it afilgncd ? 

A. It never was aftlgned to any Body that I know of. 

Was no Security received by you upon that Tranfa£lion, made over afterwards by you to 
Gopaul Dofs ? 

A. No, not that I recoiled. 

Q, Do you remember writing a Letter to Mr. Briftow upon your leaving the Refidentfhip ? 

A. Yes 1 I do. 

(X Do not you recoiled ftating, that Gopaul Dofs did hold feme of the Securities you had of 

the Begums Minifters ? • -n. u l t 

A. I believe not*, there were never any Securities given by the Begums Minifters but what I 

have fpoken of. — It might be poiliblc that Gopaul Dofs might have had a Promife, that ilic 
lance that remained due from Fyzabatl fhoiikl be paid to him; I have fome Recollcdion ot Aar, 
and fuppofc that may be alluded to in my Letter, but 1 wifh to rcler your Lordfhips to th^/Lct- 
tcr itfelf. 

Q. Was not the Balance or fome Securities for it rem.iining, which the Begum made over to 
Gopaul Dofs. Do you remember whctlier the Balance, or fome Security tor it, was made over to 

have juft faid, that I think the Balance due from Fy/abad was in fome Manner or otiicr 
made over as a Security to Gopaul Dofs, but that will appear more accurately by the Letter. 

Q. Can you account in what Manner the Money had been advanced by Gopaul Dols for 
whiai he was to receive that Seciuiiy i* 

A. That will alfo appear by the Letter. 

Q. Whether any, and what Means, were taken by you, while the Minifters were in Confinement^ 
to inftitute an Enquiry concerning their feippufcd trcalon.iblc Pradices ? 

A. There were none taken by ir.e. 

A^ NonT^ T m^ft"b"e|lcave^ to notice, that 1 have been all along under « rcfpco't 

to the Continuance of Shumlhirc Kiian under Confinement at fiyzab.id. Wlicn was «amin«l 
n rVitif before the Honouiablc Committee of the Houle of Commons, I exprefled my- 

Fv ™ .tou uir"' ' " -'““ii'.- A... I.C tol ten ,a„r„l. I enfirme- . ... .h. 

never havin-r ken his Name mentioned, from the 1 ime he was put into Lon hnement 
p ^ nltil it was^'memioned in the Houfe of Commons. It was neiiher mentioned in Ma- 
Sor CiDtain T-ayues’s Letters, or any other that I rccollea. By never having his Name 
,or Gilpin s jr C.p M Confinement at Fyzabad, till it was mentioned in 

mentioned, find out my Mirtake till a few Days ago, on convetfing with 

the Houfc of Common , ndeafed by him at the fame '1 ime with the other Two 

rf,c,w.rJ, jai.crecl b, Majo, G.lpin « your LorJIbip. Bar 

krved to confirm that I had been m that Miftakc. 


I raves beinf’ tem out of y(>ur l.citci Look 1), exaniy 

aSi S: U,-k!;,Ko.W.6.“o ..U C„»rsc o, .hr »h,rh 

has been read, ftiould have appeared in the boo.v ( 

A. I cannot. Nabob’s pretended Right to the Treafurcs in Fof- 

r,p«n 1,. 
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Wh.u Rcquifnion was made upon the Part of the Nabob: — Do you know ? 

A. I have heard that it was to a much larger Amount than was agreed for ; but I have heard it 
(inly by Report : I cannot fay that 1 know exadly what Amount the Nabob did demand, but I 
have heard tlut it was much more than was afterwards agreed for. 

Do you recoiled what Sum ? 

A. I tliink I have heard that the Nabob went there with a Determination to demand a Crore of 
Rupec.s •, but I cannot pretend to fay that was the Fad. 

Q. Do you know what Anfwcr was made to that Requifition ? 

A. No V I do not. 

How came you to take fo little Concern in the Quantity of a Demand, the Whole of which, 
when recovered, was to be applied to the Ufe of the Company ? Was the Whole of the Demand, 
when recovered, to be applied to the Ufe of the Company ? 

A. It was, unlefs it had exceeded the Amount of the Company’s Claim on the Nabob. 

I'hen how came you to pay fo little Attention to the Amount of the Demand ? 

A. It was the Concern of the Nabob and of his Minifters more than mine certainly •, I was to 
receive from them whatever they did recover from the Begums. 

Was not the Amount of that Sum a Matter of great Concern to you? 

A. Not perfonally — to my Fmployers certainly. 

Recoiled whether any Anfwcr was made to that Requifition faid to be made by the Peffon 
called the Nabob ? 

A. I really do not recoiled ■, if I have heard it, I certainly have forgot what the Anfwcr was. 

If tlie Nabob’s Demand was for a Million, as the EfFeds of his Father, do you know how 
hcV me to be fatisfied to receive a Icfs Sum ? 

a\No, I do not. — It was a Matter of Agreement between the Nabob and the Begums them- 
felves, to’which I was no Party. The Part of my Duty was only to receive from the Nabob, in 
behalf of the Company, whatever he (hould tender of the Begums Trcafurcs. 

Was not the Begum’s Bond, or that of her Eunuchs, in the Firit Inftance, given to the Rc- 
fidcnt, and not to the Nabob ? 

A. I have mentioned that it was given in theNameof the Refident : A fpecific Sum was agreed 
to be paid by the Begum to the Naitob, and the Nabob agreed that that Money Ihould be paid 
over to the Company, in difcharge of h:s Debt to them. 

Whether the Begum’s Bond was not, in the Firft Inltance, given to the Refident and how 
foon after the Storming of the Kella ? 

A. Very foon-, a few D.ays afterwards j I cannot fpeak to a Day; It was not a Bond of the 
Begums, but ail l .ngagcmenc of the Eunuchs, to pay fo mucli on account of the Begums. 

Qa Where is that Bond ? 

A. I believe it was left in the Olficc at Lucknow ; I am not certain. 

Who put it in the Office. Did you leave it in the Office ? 

A. 1 have no Doubt 1 did v or it might be left with the Nabob’s Miniftcr •, I cannot fay. 

Q. Was that Bond ever completely difeharged ? 

A. Not while 1 ftaid there. 

Mow came you to be fo indifferent about the Difpofition of a Bond, a confidcrable Balance 
on which was due, and which was for the Benefit of the Company ? 

A. Certainly, I was not ; if it was left in the Office at Lucknow with my Succeflbr, that was 
undoubtedly the proper Place for it. I take it for granted it was left there, or in the Hands of the 
Nabob’s Minillcr. 

Are you furc of that Alternative? Can you rccollcft certainly, whether it was left in one, or 
other, of thofc Cuftodics? 

A. I cannot cert.ainly. 

Q. 'I'hcn you know nothi. g of it with Certainty ? 

A. No. 

^ At what Time was the Money dug out of the Iloufes of the Minifters Jewar and Bahar 
Ali Rhan, and paid to you? 

A. Very foon after they furrendered thcmfclvcs to the Nabob, a Part of it was. It was many 
Days in digging out, and bringing to the Rumna, where I was encamped with the Nabob. 


Qj^ How 
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How many Days ? 

A. I really cannot fay to a Day, or even to Two Days, but fcvcral Days ; poffibly a Fortni>fht • 
I cannot fay. - ^ r / a > 

Was the Bond given before the Delivery of the Treafures, or afterwards ? 

A. Before, to the Beft of my Uecollcflion. 

Qi Are you fure of it ? 

A. I have no Doubt but it was : The Bond was for a certain Sum of Money; and they began 
paying immediately after they gave the Bond. 

CV As you received the Bond for a fpccific Sum of Money; upon wlut Principle was that 
fpecific Sum fixed, as the Limit of the Nabob’s Demand; do you know ? 

A. No, I d.o not indeed. 


Whether you enejuired, when the Begum’s Treafures were delivered, whether they were de- 
livered as the Whole of the Treafures of the late Nabob, or only as a Part ? 

A. I had no Means of enquiring, but from the Nabob and his Minillers : They certainly affirmed, 
that the Begums declaied they were the Whole of the Preafures that they had j 1 know very well, 
that both the Nabob and his Minifters thought otherwile. 

What Means were ufed, to make the Punuchs deliver up this particular Treafure ? 

A. With great Submifllon, may I not treat that as a Qiiellion of the former 1 cndency ? 

Q. Had you any thing to do with the Procefs of recovering tlic Money ? 

A. Certainly, I had. 


Q. Whether the Money was not paid and delivered in the Original Specie, In which it was 
found in the Houles of the Minillers ? 

A. It was. 


loney 

lerfti^ 


.) 0 ' 

the 


Was it received according to the Account of the fcveral Years, the Value the Money 
at in the fevcral Years, in which it was ifiued in Difchargc of the Bond ? — Do you undcrftj 
Nature of the Queftion ? 

A. I believe 1 do. The Bond was given for a fpccific Sum of a certain Species of Rupee, of 
Tyzabad Rupees, or Lucknow Sicca Rupees, I forget which, it was one of tliem ; and the Mo- 
ney that was received was of a Coinage of fevcral Years back ; it could therefore only be received 
as Bullion, which is the ufual Way of receiving it. The new Coinage alters every Year, therefore 
the Batta upon the Rupees, as they were received, was calculated, and the Nabob credited for 
the actual Sum that they realized in the Difcharge of the Bond. 


As the Treafure was received as the fpecific Property of the Nabob in Right of his Father, 
upon what Pretence did you make a Demand for fliort Weight ? — Did you make any Demand 
for fhort Weight ? 

A. I have informed your Lordlhips what the Courfeof my Proceeding in that was, the Engage- 
ment of the Begum to the Nabob was for a fpecific Sum of Money in a certain Rupee, either 
Fyzabad or Lucknow; therefore I could only give Credit for what 1 received according to that 
Rupee. 

How came you to take a Bond for a fpccific Sum, to be paid according to the Shroffage 
of the Country, on account of the fpccific Treafures fuppofed to be lodged with them, and be- 
longing to the Nabob 

A. 1 took what was given to me ; the Negociation or Agreement, or whatever it was, was 
fettled by the Nabob himlclf ; I had nothing to do with it. 

Then you declare upon your Oath, that you knew nothing at all of the Tranfadlion con- 
cerning this Bond, before it was put into your Hands, though made to yourfclf .? — Did you or not 
know any Thing of the fettling of tlic Qiiota of the Bond, before it was put into your 
Hands i 

A. In all Probability I did ; I was acquainted piobably, from Time to Time, of the Progrefs of 
the Negociation ; but I cannot be certain that I was. 

Qj^ Rccollefl and fay, whether you arc not certain, that you was well acquainted with the pre- 
vious Negociation which ended in giving this Bond ? 

A. I cannot be certain that I was. 


Q. Arc you certain you were not ? , , • • n. i i i 

A. I have not a perfea; Rccolkaion about it, cither one way or the other, but it is molt likely 

that I was acquainted with it. 

Q. What did you do with the .Money which you thus received ? 

A. After being fhroffed, it was appropriated to the publick Service.— —Colonel Muir, who was 
in the Mahratta Country at that Time with the Britifh Army, was very confidcrably in Arrears j 
and. as I underftood at the Time, was ftopped there for the Want of the Pay of fits Troops 

II G Jn* 
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The Firft Money that could be realized from this Ncgociation was lent to him. There was alib a 
confidcrablc Sum of Money fent to Colonel Morgan, who commanded the Britilh Brigade at 
Cawnpore, which was alfo confidcrably in Arrears. There was alfo a further Sum fent to Colonel 
Sir John Gumming, who commanded at Farruckabad, for the Payment of the Arrears due to his 
Troops. 

Q. Did you fend it to thofc Officers as mere Bullion, upon the fame Principle on which you 
received it •, or did you fend it in any other Manner of Computation ? 

A. I have no Doubt that fomc of it was fent exadly in the Manner that I received it; For, as 
well as I recollcft, it was difpatched from Fyzabad alntoft as foon as it was received. 

Was it difpatched, and the Paymafters debited with it, as Money or Bullion? 

A. The Rupees confided of various Sons; they were debited for the Rupees, with the Batta 
or Difference upon each fpecific Rupee, to make it up equal to the Fyzabad Rupee, in which our 
Accounts were kept. 

Who was debited with the Batta ? 

A. The Rupee was rated in the Account with a Batta upon it, — The fpecific Rupee was men- 
tioned, and had the Batta afeertained according to an Affay Table, which was lodged at my Office 
at Lucknow, for a Rule in my Tranfadlions with the Vizier. 


Was the Officer debited with the Batta, as well as with the Bullion ? 

A. I am afraid I have not made myfelf perfedly underdood: — The Mode of the Account was' 
this } fird of all, the fpecific Rupee was dated, lo many Rupees of fuch a Sicca for fuch a Year i 
and then the Batta according to the Affay was dcdudled, or added, and the Net Sum was then 
carried out into a Column : The Paymader of tlic I'roops was debited for tlie Net Sum in Fyzabad 
Rupees. 


Q. Was that Account kept in the fame Manner that other Money Tranfadlions, which hap- 
aw in t’lat Cou.ury, were i 
A%E: cWy. 


^illgther you paid the Paymader and Officers of the Army in a particular Species of defeftive 
Coin, and then charged them with the Difference 

A. I paid them in fuch Coin as I was able to get ; I would rather have paid them in the bed 
Coin, the Fyzabad Rupee, if I could have got it, bccaufc it would have faved me a great deal of Dif- 
pute, which I condantly had with the Officers, being obliged to fend them Rupees of different 
Species. 


As you charge the Begums with] the Difference between that Rupee, and the Rupee of the 
Year when you received it Whom did you charge with the Difference when you paid it out ? 

A. The Nabob. 


Whether you did not tranfmit Part of this Money to Calcutta in Specie ? 

A. I believe fo j but really I do not jud now rccolleft whether it was immediately, or after- 
wards. I know that the Three Armies, I have mentioned, took a very large Sum of Money, poffibly 
all that was immediately realized, from Fyzabad j but I do not fpeak with any great Certainty. 

Whether, in fad, you did, or did nor, fend down a Part of this Money to Calcutta in 
Specie f 

A. 1 really do not remember •, but the Accounts upon Record, at the India Houfe, will afeer- 
tain that. 

Qi Whether you fent any Part of it, in Specie, to Benares ? 

A. No i certainly not. 

CL When the Shroffage was made, according to the Affay Table, what Means were taken, if 
any were taken, to prove that it was fairly made, agreeable to that Table, to the Satisfadion of 
the Begums, who were charged with the Difference ? 

A. The Procefs was very fimple. The Shroffage was nothing more than to afeertain the par- 
ticular Species of Rupees : that done, the Batta was already fixed by the Affay T able : fo that 
all the Shroffs had to do was, to afeertain what the particular Species of the Rupees was. 

I am afleing, not, what Means were taken for fatisfying the Shroffs ; but, what Means were 
taken for fatisfying the Begums ? 

A. I have no Doubt the Begums knew very well what Money was paid.— They knew the Spe- 
cies of Rupee that was paid by their Agents. 

(L By what Agents ? 

A. By the Eunuchs and their Shroffs. 

Q. Where were the Eunuchs 

A. In their own Houfe, in Bahar Ali Khan’s Houfe, 


Q;, Where 
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Qj^ Where was the Shroffage made ? 

A. I take it for granted in their Houfc too *, they afeertained the Species before 
and lent a Lift with them ; then, of Courfc, when they were delivered over to 
compared with the Lift, to lee that they agreed. 


theyfent them, 
me, they were 


Do you fay they were fliroffed by Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan, before they were delivered 
to you r 

A. I will not take upon me to fay it was the — I have no Doubt it was. 


Qj^ Why do you luppofe it was ? 

A. I cannot fuppolc that they, who were employed to pay the Money, would deliver it without 
taking any Accouiu of it. 


Qj^ Were they not then in Irons 
A. I am pretty certain they were not. 


Q: Whether there were any Means taken to produce any Treafury Account, kept by Bahar Ali 
Khan, to afeertain whether the Money delivered was the Whole of the Nabob’s Treafure, or not.— 
Were there any Accounts produced ? 

A. Not by me. 


Q. Were there by any Body ? 

A. Not that I know of. I fiippofe, moft likely, the Nabob’s Miniftcr would have taken Care 
of that i but I do not know any 'I'hing of it. 

(X Was all that Money, which you date firft to have been Ihroffed at Fyzabad, afterwards 
Ihroncd over again at f^ucknow, or fome confiderablc Part of it ? 

A. All could not •, becaufe fome of it, as I ftated before, a confiderablc Sum, was difpatched 
to the Camps from Fyzabad j what was carried to Lucknow, in all Probability, was Ihroffed 
again. 

Why was it Ihroffed again? 

A. I do not know that it was, but in all Probability it was. 


Do you know who was prefent at the fliroffing Operation at Lucknow ? 

A. The Treafurers, I take it for granted : it was their Bufinefs : The Treafurers, no ItSTbt, were 
prefent. 

What Treafurers ? 

A. The Company’s Treafurers. 

Q. Were you not a Principal Company’s Treafurer? Who was the Principal Company’s Trea« 
furer? 

A. The Principal Treafurer was the Agent of Gopaul Dofs. 

Were you not you yourfclf the Principal Tre.ifurer? 

A. As far as being Refident, and having a Controul over the Treafury, moft certainly j but 
the Management of the whole Bufinefs of the Treafury was in the Mands of the Natives. 

Whether you was not, by your Office, Receiver of the Company’s Affignmcnts ? 

A. No Doubt, I was. 

Whether, when you received the Money originally, you received it on the Shroffage of 
Bahar and jewar Ali Khan, or whether you had it Ihroffed yourfelf? 

A. I certainly could not, I conceive, have received it upon the Shroffage of Bahar and Jewar Ali 
Cawn without examining that their Shroffage was juft. I never heard any Complaint that my 
Shroffage did not agree with theirs. I have no Doubt it did agree. 

Qi Did any Body Ihroff it at Fyzabad for you ? 

A. The Treafurers were there. 


What Treafurers ? 

A, I believe Gopaul Dofs’s Agents, 

Q. So the Whole of this Money was paid to Gopaul Dofa’s Agents ? 

A. It is difficult for me to underftand, 

Q. Was the Money received from Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan, as the Nabob’s Rights afligned 
over "to you, delivered immediately to Gopaul Dofs, or his Agents ? 

A. Certainly it was : they were his Agents, and to them it was delivered % there were more than 
one Agent, there were Five or Six. 

Q. Do you recolleft the Names of any of them, befides Gopaul Dofs ? 

A. I cannot at this Moment rtcolleft the Names of any of them. 

Were there not confiderablc Effects and Jewels fent, as Part of the Payment, to Lucknow ? 

4 A. A 



A. A conQderable Time afterwards, there were fomc Jewels, and Gold, and EfFcfts of that Sort, 
fent to Lucknow. 

How were tliey difpofed of ? 

, A. They were fold on the Begum’s Account. 

Qi By whom ? 

A. By the Company’s Treafurer, under the Dircflion of the Nabob’s Miniilcri and at the fame 
Time with the Concurrence of the Agents of the Begums thcmfclves, fent from Fyzabad, accom- 
panying ihofe Elfcds. 

CL Had the Refident no Controul, Superintendance, or Infpe£lion, over the Sale ? 

^ I hardly know whether I can fay, I had the Controul, or had not. — When thefe EflTeds arrived at 
Lucknow, the Courfe obferved was, to get the principal Merchants of the Place, fuch as fliould be 
approved by the Nabob’s Minifter, and the Begum’s own Agent, toappraife thofe Effefts.— They 
Were fo apprailed, and fold according to that Appraifement. 

Where were they fold ? 

A. At Lucknow. 

CL To whom ? 

A. I really do not know •, — I apprehend to a great Number of Merchants, and other People. 

CL. Have you not heard tliat Complaints were made, that they were fold greatly under their 
Value ? 

A. I have, I think, heard Complaints, that they did not realize fo much Money as was 
expeded. 

CL Who was prefent at the Sale ? 

AT I cannot tell ; 1 apprehend all the Trcafiirers. The Five or Six I have mentioned were all 

iploycd conftantly in the Treafury, and I have no Doubt they were prefent at the Sale. 

Q^'Vlien the Produce of this Sale was to be applied for the Ufe of the Company, how comes 
it that Viiu the Refident, took no Concern in the Sale, in order that it might produce to the Ut- 
moft i 

A. I took no further Concern than I have Rated : It was the Propofal, I apprehend, of the Be- 
gum’s own Agents, that they (hould be fold to the dinTcrent Merchants of Lucknow. After they 
were fo appraifed, tlic-y were taken by any Merchants, that chofe to purchafe at that Appraife- 
ment. 

CL {Ct-ofs examined.) Whether, cxclufive of your occafional Interference, fo far as related to 
Tunkaws, and Airignments upon the Revenue, the ordinary Adminiflration of the civil Affairs of 
Oude, did not red with the Nabob and his Minifters ? 

A. Certainly it did. 

CL Whether fcvcral of the Natives had not larger Farms, and more independant Authority, in 
the Province of Oude, than the Refident would have allowed them, if it had relied with him to 
have regulated that Matter ? 

A. I liavc Rated before, that I certainly would, if I had had the Power, have prevented many 
People having large Emoluments, which they did get, and whicli 1 thought them unworthy of : 
One, in particular, I would mention to your Lordlhips, under the Name of an Orderly, who had 
nolcfs a Collcdlion than Forty Lacks of Rupees per Annum under his Charge— between Thirty 
and Forty — nearly Forty Lacks per Annum, under his Charge. 

CL Who was that ? 

A. His Name was Bowannee Sing ; One of thofe Perfons that had been raifed from a menial 
Situation to a Rajah, upon the Nabob’s Acccffion to the Government. 

CL Did you make any Attempt to remove that R.ijah from that Situation ? 

A. I have made many. 

CL And failed ? 

A. Yes, failed •, as I did in every other Inllancc relative to that Clafs of People. 

CL Whether you ever attempted to controul, or in Faft did controul, the Nabob, either in the 
Kuniber, Selcftion, or Pay, of his Houfchold ERablilhmcnt? 

A. No, 1 did not. 

<L Did you ever, or in any Manner, interfere with, attempt to controul, or, in fa6l, controul, 
the Nabob in his private Expenccs ? 

A. No i certainly not, 

CL What Sum was appropriated for the Nabob’s private Expenccs, or ERabliflimenr, in virtue of 
the Treaty of Chunar ? 


6 
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A. T tannot 'ciaWy tetollett j Tjut 'Mr. Haftings’s Inftrt^ftions wifi, 1 'believe, afeertain that 
PirflR. 

Qj^ Did it not, in One Year, amount to Forty -nine Lacks, for his private Purfe, including an 
Allowance for the Redudion of the Jaghire ? 

A. I cannot recoiled exadly i I wilh to refer to the Paper itlclf. 

Q. What were the Charges upon that Fund, that was let apart for the Nabob’s particular 
Expences ? 

A. I apprehend, for all his Houfehold •, his civil Expences ; and fome Part of his Military. 

Whether the Sum, which was fo fet apart for the pcrfonal Expences of the V'izier, if pro- 
perly adminiftered, was not futficient to fuftain him according to his Rank ? 

A. That is a good deal Matter of Opinion j it is a large Sum certainly, and 1 apprehend it 
might. 

Would it fuft.iin the Eftablilhment, in fuch Manner as it had been fuftained from the Death 
of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

A. I apprehend it would. 

Q. Do you know upon what Subjeds, befides his Table and Drcls, and his Eftablilhment of 
Horfes, this Sum was expended ? 

A. There were a Variety of Expences — the Ex()enccs of his Zenana were very confiderable. 

What might the Amount of that Expcnce be ? 

A. I do not know. 


Q. What Number of Servants had he about his Perfon ? ^ ^ 

A. It is impoftible to afccrtain wuh any Accuracy ■, he had a very confiderable Uctinue w 
vants, certainly. 

Whereabouts was the Number i 
A. It is a diiiicult Quelbon to anfwer. 

Q, Two or Three hundred, or Two or Three thoufand ? 

A. Two or Three ihouland, I have no doubt, of different Defcriptions. 

Q. Doyou know the Number of his Horles, or the Number of his Elephants^ or do you know 

any of the Articles of Expence ? ^ 

A. Not accurately— he had a thoufand Elcphints, and perhaps twice as many Horfes. 

Q. What muft be the annual Expences of the Eftablilhment you have now delcribcd, of a thou- 
fand Elephants ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

S: tS' muttUr,:' to fSa on. Ekphan. . J,ghi,c of thoufand 

Rupees a Year. . , , i 

Q. Whether you recoiled with any Certainty, that the regular Cavalry, ufually rdaincd by the 

^A?VhTtTarforE^Iblilhm^^^^ ’it confided of Two Regiments, that had originally been in the 
p '/ox vlrp and UDon fome Reform had been diirndfcd from ihc Company s Servjcc> upon whjch 

l-.y. I h. En.bl,n.„n. conhlltof 1.0 Reg.- 

incnts of 1,000 Men each. 

Tt^ipIinX clpaSyS Sc-vict hut .h.y w.r. ..nrf and .loathed alter th. European Mut- 
”"o Were they a. .ell .loathed and appointed as the Tt»ps of other Natire Princes in general ? 

^ K SThe Troops of any other Nat, vePr, nee that lerer law. 

a Waa die Whole of the Nabob’s Cavalry coHefted, or ordered to attend htin, when he went 
"A!'TvVbSe’i‘!S^'i «1 wL hint. I believe he feldom travelled any where ..tboitt them. 

Had he any more Cavalry befidcs the 2,000 ? 

A. Yes i he had. 

What was dumber of thern ? ^ Country about, according to his 

0 , 3 ;;,^ M EllahltSuuen. ...h bin, upon 

• a Were they all withhimitthat Point wherehcturnedoffinthc Road to Lucknow, to go to 

Fywbad? r, A. The 


II H 
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A. The Two Regiments were with him, to the beft of my Recolledion, and fome others cf his 
C;, .'.ilry, 1 believe a large Body of his Cavalry were left behind at Chunar, to aflift in carrying on 
t' War againll Cheit Sing •, the others were fent back, I believe, to their different Stations. 

Do you mean that any of the regular Cavalry were left behind to aflift in the War againft 

Sing ? 

. Nun.', I bel''-ve. 

'I', riien the who'^ regular Cavalry attended him to the Point of Separation, when he changed 

I',, iv’Uc to go to f yz ili.id ? 

\ I o the beft of iny Rccollc£tion they did, and accompanied him to Fyzab«d. 

I low far from Fyza'iad was that Point of Separation ? 

A. 1 do not tCv.ollcCt the Place whcic he did turn off. 


Was It as far from Fyzabad, as Lucknow is from Fyzabad ? 

A. I fhould .ippiehend not near the Diflance. 

Whether tlie Nabob had any Rearers ftationed on the Road to Fyzabad, to enable him to tra- 
vel with gieatcr Kxpcdition from that Point of the Road where the Separation was ? 

A. 1 have no Knowledge of any, nor do I believe there were any. 

1 1 there were no Bearers ftationed, what fhould hinder the regular Cavalry that were with the 
Nal'-ub from gening to fyzabad as foon as he? 

A. I apprehend .liey did get to I'yzabad as foon as he did j that they attended hisPerfon, and 
accompanied him through the Road to Fyzabad. 


Have you any Doubt about that Fad? 

A. I have r 'e. 

a 

C^ WIiac was the particular Situation of Captain Edwards about the Perfon of the Nabob ? 
Ais^ was the Nabob’s Aid de Camp. 


To whofe Patronage did he owe his Appointment i who recommended him to the Nabob? 
A. I Ciiniioi immediately fay ; I rather 


Q. Du you know whether it was not Mr. I ladings ? 

A. 1 re .illy do not know •, 1 have heard it was Sir Elijah impey, but I cannot fay. 

Do you not know, that fome ineffcdoal Applications were made by the Nabob to Mr. 
Ilalliri ", to have Captain Edwards lent up the Country to him, which were rcfjfted by Mr. 
I ladings ? 

A. 1 do not. 


Q. hether there was any Drought of any confidcrable Magnitude in the Province of Oude, or 
its Dependencies, in 1779, 1780, 1781, or 1782? 

A. In 1779 there was a very Icverc one. 

Q. Whether you conceive it was owing to natural Caufes, or to the bad Adminiftration of the 
Nabob’s Miniftcrs ? 

A. I mean the F'ailure of the Periodical Rains. 

Q. Would that affeft the Cultivation of the Country in a very confiderable Degree ? 

A. No doubt It would. 


Q. Was the impoverifhed State of the Country, in 1779 or 1780, occafloned by that natural 
Caulc, in any, and what Degree ? 

A. In a confidcrable Degree, certainly •, but 1 refer it alfo to other Caufes*, by which I mean 
the Mifmanagcmcnt of the Nabob’s Government. 

In what rerpc6l ? 

A. The Appointment of improper People to the Trufts, fuch as I have mentioned ^ and in 
general, a Supincnels in the Nabob’s Government. 

Whether you do not rccolleft to have mentioned, in a Letter to Mr. Haftings, dated the 
28th of December 1781, the heavy Remiflions the Nabob had been obliged to allow on the pre- 
fent Year’s Rents, for the Loftes by Drought and Hail : (a) Do you remember the Faft of writ- 
ing fuch a Letter ? 

A, 1 do not at this Time. 

Qj^ Do you rccolleft a Drought happening in the Years 1780 or 178! ? 

A. I was not in the Country in 1780 or 1781. I beg leave to correft myfclf ; in 1781 I cer- 
tainly was. 


(«) Vide Appendis, N" XXXVIll, Page 87, Line 30. 


Whether 




( 947 ) 

Q. Whether you ever tranfmitted to Mr. Haftings any Complaints againft Colonel Hannay* 
while he, remained in Command in the Country of Oudc ? 

A. I do not recoiled that I did : I believe not. 

What was the general Eftimation and Charadcr of Colonel Hannay, when he was firll em- 
ployed in that Command ? 

A. I believe he bore a very good Charafter •, I have always underftood fo. 

Whether the Countries of Baraitch and Goruckpore were not always prior to the Time of 
Colonel Hannay, in the Hands of Icvcral refradory Zemindars, who Icarccly acknowledged the 
Authority of the Nabob f 

A. The Country of Goruckpore does fall particularly under that Defeription ; I do not think 
that Baraitch docs. 

Whether the Employment of a Military Force in thofc Countries, was not abfolutely nect f- 
fary, as well for the Purpofes of enforcing the Civil Government, as tor the Collcdioii ot the 
Revenues ? 

A. In Goruckpore certainly. The Diftrid of Baraitch bordered upon it, but was in a very dif- 
ferent Situation from what Goruckpore was. Goruckpore was bounded by the Mountains-, it is 
a very rough uncultivated Country, and I believe generally, as long as I can remember any 1 hing 
about it, was very much fubjed to Diforders, to Rebellions among the Zemindar', and leoplc of 
the Country. 

Q. Whether the Bamboo Cages were not ufual Fhiccs of Confinement in the Country of Oude? 
a! I confcls 1 never heard of the Bamboo Cages till I heard it at this Bar. 

O Do you know whether that Sort ot Imprilonmtnt is in frcipient Ulc in the Country ? 

A I never heard of fuch a Mode of Imprifonment; But of Prilons moll ccitainly the Pnlor.s 
I have heard generally of, in the Country, wcie Mud Forts, where the Fnloiiers vccic kept. ^ 

Q Whether from the Defeription you have now heard of thefe Bamboo C.ige-, luch aj^ecics 
of Confinement is more lenient, or more fevere. than Confinement in Mud V 

A. I fiaould apprehend they muft be much the fame. 1 cannot in my own MindWSkc much 

Dirtinftion. 

Q. Whether you do not believe, that the Begums were always particularly jealous, and adverfc 

uile 7 own Knowledge. I have no Fad that 

can lead me to give a pofitive Anfwer to that queftion. 1 certainly have heard .hat they were. 

O Do you not, of your own Knowledge, know that the Jealoufy of the Begums, or cither of 
them, was much inflamed towards us by the Ceflion of Benares in 1775 ? 

A* I have no pofitive Knowledge of it. 

Q Do kaow, or brlicr. >h« .!« Boeom, wore ,liC.rrc-arJ ? Do you koo» any Thing of 
the Conduk of the Begums in 177,1, U|Kjn the Ceflion of Benares . 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Whether you do, or do not. believe that the Begums were difaffeded to the Bntilh Intcrefl 
A. In 1781 I certainly did believe them fo. 

q! Are you (till of the fame Opinion, that they were hoftilc to the Britlfli Intcrefl ? 

^ Moft undoubtedly 1 am. . r • • i 

Q. Whether, in keeping your prieue I,et.er Book, yoo did, or d,d not. ufually .ofert ,n ,t ...e 
In^furcs contained in the Letters you received . 

A. It was not my Ufe. ■ ■ 

- 1 I 1 -d of «rmr T ettcr Book lately, you do not know tm-it there occur 

fe,^.lYnta«l l>“nt;rr Thirty at W, in your Letter Book A. f Have you looked at you, 

Letter Book A lately ? 

A. Yes, I have. _ 


Have you o^rerved any InftancesjkM^^^^^^ Tny tnclolu.cs probably there might ^ 

A. In looking over 'J® ^yrnber of marginal Notes of Inclofures, which are not in the 
Inclofures, but 1 obferved a 7, • ° ,1,^ vfual Cuftom to inidi Inclolurcs in that 

Book. All I can venture to lay is, utat 


fj. Whether 



Q. Whether you ever had any Communication with Mr. Haftings, diredly or indircflljc, tt- 
fpc^ing your Letter Books, prior to your Difclofure of them at the Bar of the Houfe trf ‘Com- 
mons f 

A. No j moft certainly not. 

Whether you had any Communication, dircdlly or indircftly, with Mr. Haftings rerpedting 
this Book, prior to your Examination at this Bar ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recolleft with Certainty, whether the Originals of the Letters written by Colonel 
Hannay. and Captain Gordon to the Begums, or Originals accompanied with Copies, wercideli. 
vered to you by Major Gilpin ? 

A. I have before inhumed your Lordrtiips, that to the beft of my Memory, only the original 
letters themfclvcs were delivered to me by Major Gilpin. I have no Rcafon to alter that 
Belief i I have Rcafon to think, and I am confirmed in my Belief, that only the original Letters 
were delivered to me by Major Gilpin. 

Q. Whether it was the Ufage of your Office to tranfmit to Calcutta all the Letters you received 
at Lucknow, or only fuch of them as you conceived to be important to the Tranfadions you were 
managing for the Company ? 

A. It certainly was not the Pradice of the Office during my Refidence there j and I believe it 
will be found it was not the Pradice of my Prcdcccfibr, or of my SucceH'or. 


0^ Whether you do not know that the Begum, the Mother of the Nabob, ufcd, at the Tinoe he 
paid her Vifits, to exprefs particular Dilfatistadion to him, on account of his Connexion with the 
Englifli ? 

A. It is impoffiblc for me to fay on what Account it was — The Elder Begum generally did cxprcfi 
g reat Didikc to the Nabob, and by Marks that were very uncommon •, but 1 cannot pretend to 
^*^1^ that it was on account of his Connexion with the Engliflr, nor have I any Rcafon to think it 


was. 


x 


were the Marks of Diffatisfadion ? 

A. The Nabob Hood in very gre.u Awe of the Elder Begum; and I do not know that he ever 
went to fee her without inditing upon my accompanying him ; he uftd to leave me in the outer 
Apartment, while he himfclf went in to the inner Apartment to vifit the Elder Begum ; and 1 
have been told (with what Troth I do not know) that as fuoii as he retired from the Apariincnt 
where he met the EUlcr Begum, it was her Pradice to throw away the Mufnud on which he fat, 
as a Mark of her Diflike or Contempt; but what her Motives were for it, I cannot fay.— —Will 
your Loidffiips give me Leave, before I go from the Bar, to corred Two otlicr fmall Mifiakes in 
my Evidence. In my Examination at your Lordlhips Bar, I was afkcd particularly as to a Letter 
from Captain Macdonald; the Imprcillon that was up(<n my Mind at that Time was, that the 
Letter had been (ent to me at Chunar; but, upon looking into Mr. Haftings’s Narrative, I find 
the Letter was inelofed by Mr. Barnet, the Jew I fpoke of before, in a Letter to Mr. Haftings 
himfelf; — I wilh to corred that P.art of my lividcnce which fays, it was fent to me perfonally; 
I am clear it was fent to Mr. Haftings, and it is mentioned as an Jnclofurc in Mr. Barnet’s Letter. 
There is another Miftake, upon a long Examination, rcipeding the Part I had in the Affidavits, 
taken before Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow. I mcntione.l that, to the Beft of my Recolledion and 
Belief, I never had any Communication with any Pcrion but Colonel Hannay, or took any Mca- 
furcs with any Perfon but Colonel Hannay ; but, on looking at my Correfpondence, I do find a 
Letter from myfclf to Mr. Shee at Furrackabad, written at the fame Time, requefting him to 
furnilh me with any Information that might have come to his Knowledge refpeding the Infurrec- 
lion at Benares. The Letter to him is dated 14th of November; his Anfwer is the 18th of the 
fame Month. If your Lordlhips will give Leave, 1 Ihoutd wilh that to be altered. 


Q. You have Hated, that you ordered the Women of the Zenana to be kept confined and 
guarded. Since thefc Orders came from you, and not from the Nabob, was it not your Duty 
likewife to give Diredlions that the Women in the Zenana and Khourd Mahl Ihould be fupplied 
with Neceflaries ? 

A. I apprehend it is not exadlly as it is Hated ; I do not recolleift that there -was any Order for 
confining the Women in the Khourd Mahl. 


Q. Were there any Orders for confining the Women in any Place ? 
A. I do not recollccH that there were. 


Qi You have faid in your Examination, Page 60^ in Anfwer to a good many Queftions, that 
you took the Originals of tlie Treaty of Chunar with you to Lucknow, for which Place you fet 
out the Day after the Treaty was executed, anil thatf Mr. Haftings had no Copy of that Treaty, till 
you, at fome Diftance of Time, fent him down a Copy by a Dawk, or common Meflenger ; and at 
a further Period you fent him, by Colonel Hannay, the Original; that ia the EfteA of the 
Evidence ? 

A. Iti s. 
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Q. Do you wi(h, upon Recolkaion, to corrcA that Evidence ? . 

A. 1 believe the Evidence is correft ; but I was inaccurate in one Part, refpeding the Chunar 
j reaty. 1 mentioned haying carried them both to Lucknow. I am very clear, that the Part that 
the Governor General himlclf figned was delivered to the Nabob at Chunar, the lame, or the 
very next Day : As in a Letter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the Council at Calcutta, written 
by Direction of the Council, I was applied to for that Part of that Treaty ; upon that I was in 
duced to enquire where the Treaty was, and then 1 faw it in the Nabob’s VofCdTion. I cannot he 
certain as to the Time when it was delivered to him i but I apprcliend it was at Cl.unar, or ilie 
next Day, and my Anfwer to Mr. Auriol is dated the i6th of September, where I mciuion having 
feen it in the Nabob's Poflefllon. 

^ Then, from the Infpeflion of that Letter of Mr. Auriol, you think you have m.idc one 
Midake in that Account ? 

A. Yes. I do. 

You feem to be miftaken, for the EfFetd of your Evidence is, that you took the Treaties 
with you. Both Farts, according to your Evidence, were taken from C!uin.ir to l.iicknovv; and 
the firft Account Mr. Hadings received w.as a Copy i'ciu by you afterwards by a Davsk. You were 
aiked. How long was it before you fent Mr. Hadings a Copy of that Treaty ? You faid, your 
Letter upon that Subjet^t would afeertain the Date •, that you fird fent him Copies of the 'J're.iiies, 
and afterwards the Originals. Now, there is a Letter from Mr. Hadings on the of Se[)tcinbcr 
178 r, which is only Three Days after you left Chunar, in which it is dated thus; “ having 
on the 19th indant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizccr, tending to relieve 
his Finances of a Burthen they were no longer able to fudain, with fumlry other Claul'cs, the Exe- 
cution of which is intruded to you, I herewith inclofc an authentic Copy of the fame, for your 
Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has fubferibed and fealed an Agreement in your Frelcnc^ 
and in the Prefence of Mr. Richard Johnfon and Hyder Beg Khan, lefpefting the better 
minidration of his Affairs *, of which I alfo tranfmit you an authentic Copy.” (a) Now, co^rtcntly 
with this Letter^ it is tmpoflible that your Account can be correft ? 

A. That Letter was written and delivered to me, or 1 apprehend fo, at the Tinw of figning 
the Treaty: It is my Indruclions from Mr. Hadings upon the Tieaty. 

(X Attend to this Citcumdance. The Treaty was figned upon the 19111 of 0 <dober: Yoti left 
Churiar upon the 20th j it might be a prior Date to the aotli, but could not be of a Date Three 
Days after the 20th ? 

A. That Letter, I am pretty certain, was delivered to me when I left Chunar. It is poffible 
there may have ^cn a Midake in the Date of ir* or in the Date of the I'rcaty ; but I am very 
pofitive that Letter was delivered to me with the Treaty itfelf. 

CX. Do you wifh that Ihould dand as a Solution between the Letter and the Evidence, that this 
Letter was delivered to you at the Time the Treaty was figned ? 

A. I am clear it was delivered to me at llic 1 ime ot the 1 reaty, and I cannot pretend to fay 
whether the Letter or the Treaty is iiiilUatcd. 

'the Witnefs Was directed to withdraw. 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the IIoulc, they hercclofcd the Evidence 
upon the Second Article of Charge. 

Then the Houfc adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


r.i) V’iile fupra, Page 146. 
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Die Martis, y Junij 1788 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good then 
Charge. 

Then Mr. Sheridan was heard to Aim up the Evidence, in Part, upon the Second 
Article of Charge. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Martis, ai” Jpritis 1789. 

T he Lords ^ogin their Places, the Houfe reromed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and tlm ^ndant appring at the Ear, the Loid Chancellor acquainted 
die ]\^a#i3geri for the CommonSr they might proceed to make good their Charge. 

Mr. Burke was heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of Charge, 

Thcti the Houfe ai^ourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 






Die Sabhati^ 25“ Aprilk 1789. 


T he Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamafions 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers fcr the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge, 

Mr. Burke was further heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of Charge, 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


Die MartiSi Maii 1789. 

T he Lords bring in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Mana^rs for the Commons, tney might proceed to make good their Charge, 

Mr. Burke was further heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of Charge, 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


n K 


Dis 


( ) 


Die JoviSj 7 “ Mali 1789 . 

T H E Lords being in their Places, the Hovrie rcrumed, tlie ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquanted 
the. Managers for the Commons, they might proceed tp make good their Charge, 

Mr. Burke was further heard to oped in Part the Sixth AjUide of Cltarge i and 
having hnilhed, the Managers for the Commons defired Ldiee to wkfiMlnnr for 

a Ihort Time. , - 

The Managers for the Commons being returned Informed the Houle th^ were 
ready immediately to open the Remainder of the Sixth Article eff Charge, and after- 
wards to call Evidence upon the Whole of it, or to proceed diredly to the Proof of 
that Part which they had already opened, and having concluded that Head, to open 
and to give Evidence in Support of the Remainder of the faid Sixth Article, as W 
Houfe Ihould think proper* but, if the Houle had no CHjje^Kon, they themfelves 
preferred the latter Mode of Proceeding. 

'I he Counfel for the Defendant were afkcd, if they had any Objeftion to the Ma- 
nagers for the Commons proceeding in the Method laft mentioned. 

The Counfel for the Defendant made Anfwer* they had not, provided the fame 
* indulgence was allowed them in the Conduct of the Defence. 

\^e Managers for the Commons protefted, that they had a Right to'enlarge upon 
th^rticles at any Period, without the Confent of the Party aecufed. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON Was called in, and produce^ Book 195, intituled, 
“ Bengal Letters, received 30th Sept. 1765, to loth April 1767.’* 

Read, the following Extraa of a geiierat Letter from the Prelident and Council at 
Calcutta, in Bengal, to theSelcft Committee of the Honourablc^the Court of Direc- 
tors, dated 30th Sept. 1765. 


“ Honourable Sirs, 

accompanying Proceedings of the Sclent Committee will explain our Motives for pur- 
chafing the Admiral Stevens to convey to your Hands thefc Dirpatches, which we hope will be 
deemed of fufHcient Importance to merit any extraordinary Expence thereby incurred, an Expence 
which we flatter ourfclvcs will be fully defrayed by the valuable Cargo Ihc carries home at this 
early Seaton. 

“ 2. By the General Letter of this Date you will be informed by the Prefident and Council of 
every material Concern that has been tranfafled before the Board. At the fame Time we beg Leave 
to ■’cfcj' dilpatchcd by the Vanfittart and Bute (whereof Duplicates are now enclol^) 

tor a 0* the Mincary Operations, Political Occurrences, and elpecially the very important 
I rantaaiOTs previous to our Arrival, and lub^quent to the Death of Meer Jaflier: An Event 
ih.tt furmlhcd the moll glorious Opportunity of eftablilhing your Influence and Power on fo folid 
.1 Balls as mud loon have rendered the Englilh Eaft India Company the moll potent Commercial 
Body that ever flourifhed at any Period of Time. 

“ 3. It is from adue Senfe of the Regard wcowe and prbffcfs to your {ntCrefls and to our own 
I lonour, that we think it indilpcnfably neceflary to lay open to your View a Scries of Tran factions 
too notonoufly known to be fupprefled, and too aftedling to your inttrell.to the national Charaftcr, 
anti to the Lxiuencc of the Company in Bengal, to cfcape unnoticed and uncenfured. Tranf- 
adions which feem to demonftrate, that every Spring of this Government was fmeared with Cor- 
uiptiort, that Principles of Rapacity and Oppreffion univcrfally prevailed, and that every Spark of 
Sentiment and publick Spirit was loll and extingiiifhed in the unbounded Lull of unmerited Wealth. 

“ 4 * 7 o illullratc thefc Pofitions we mull exhibit to your View a mod unplcafing Variety of 
Complaints, Inquiries, Accufations, and Vindications, the Particulars of which are entered in our 
irocccdings, and the Appendix* afluring you, that wc undertake this Talk with peculiar Rc- 
luftance, from the perfonal Regard we entertain for fome of the Gentlemen whofc Charafters will 
oppear to be deeply anPefted. 

'■cccived the Firll Advices of the Dcmife of Meer laffier, and of 
ohuja Doxrtah s Dewat. It was there firmly imagined that no definitive Mcafures would be taken, 

t cither 
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P«c^ Of Slliag thft Vacancy in the Niawwwx, before our Arrival; as the 
Lapwing arrived in the Month of January with your general Letter, and the Appoir.ttncnt of a 
Committee with exprefs Powers to that Purpofe; the fuccefsful Exertion of which, the 
htppiell Oceafion mw o^red. However, a contrary Refofotion prevailed in the Council. I'lic 
Op^rtunity of acquiring immenfe Fortunes was too inviting to be negleacd, and the Temptation 
too powerful to be rcliftcd. A Treaty waalWlily drawn up by the Board, or rather tranltribcd, 
with few unimportant Additions, from that concluded with Meer Jadk-r ; and a Deputation, 
confiding of Meflrs. Johndone fenior, Middletorr, and Lcyceder, appointed to raile the Natural 
Son of the deccafed Nabob to the SuhahdaiVy, in prejudice of the Claim of the (kandfon: And 
for this Meafure fuch Reafons are alTigncd as ouglit to have diiUtcd a diametrically oppofite 
Refolution. Miran’s Son was a Minor, which Circumftancc alone would have naturally brought 
the whole Adminiftration into our Hands at a Jundlurc when it became indilpenLibly ncceflary 
we fliould realize that Shadow of Power and Influence, which having no iblid Foundation was 
expofed to the Danger of being anniliilated by the FirlV Stroke of adverfe Foitunc, But this 
Inconfidence was not regarded; nor was it material to the Views for precipitating the Treaty, 
which was prefled on the young Nabob at the Firft Interview, in lb carncit and indelicate a 
Manner, as highly difgufted him and chagrined his Minifters ; while not a Single Rupee was 
ftipulated for the Company, whofe Interelh were facrificed that their Servants might revel in the 
Spoils of a Treafury before impoverifhed, but now totally exhaufled. 

*‘ 6. This Scene of Corruption was firil difclofed, at a Vifit the Nabob was paid, to Lord Clive 
and the Gentlemen of the Committee a few Days after our Arrival. He there delivered to his 
Lordfitip a Letter lilted with bitter Complaints of the Infults and Indignities he had been expofed 
to, and the Embezzlement of near 20 Lacks of Rupees iflued from his Treafury for Puipofcs 
unknown during the late Negociations. So public a Complaint could not be difregarded, 
and it foon produced an Enquiry. Wc referred the Letter to the Board, in Expedition ot 
obtaining a fatisfadlory Account of the Application of this Money, and were anlwtrcd onlyjad^ 
a warm Kemonftrance entered by Mr. Leycefter againll that very Nabob in whofe Eleva^n he 
boafiis of having been a principal Agent. 

“ 7. Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Naib Subah, was then called upon to account for tl v^rge Dif- 
bu^fement from the Treafury ; and he foon delivered to the Committee the very extraordinary 
Narrative entered incur Proceedings the 6th of June, wherein he fpecifics the feveral Names and 
Sums, by whom paid, and to whom, whether in Calh, Bills, or Obligations. .So precife, fo ac- 
curate an Account as this of Money for fecret and venal Services, was never, we believe, before 
this Period exhibited to the Honourable Court of Direftors, at lead never vouched by fuch un- 
deniable Teftimony and authentic Documents : By Juggut Sect, who himfelf was obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the Sums demanded ; by Moolyram, who was employed by Mr. Johnllonc in all 
thole pecuniary Xranfaftions ; by the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, who were the hcavielt 
Sufferers ; and, laftly, by the ConfclTion of the Gentlemen thcmlclves, whole Names arc Jpecified in 

the Diftribution Lift. , , 111 1 . .t,» 

“ 8. Juggut Sect exprcfsly declared in his Narrative, th.tt the Sum which he agreed to pay the 

Deputation, amounting to 125,000 Rupees, was extorted by Menaces ; and fincc the Clofc of cv.r 
Enquiry, and the Opinions wc delivered in the Proceedings of the 21ft June, it fully appears, 
that the Prefents from the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the immenfe Sum ot 17 
liscks, were not the voluntary Offerings of Gratitude, but Contributions levied on the Weaknds 
of the Government, and violently exaded from the dcpcnd.int State and timid Difpomion of the 
Minillcr. The Charge indeed is denied on the one Hand, as well as affirmed on the other. Your 
Honourable Board muff therefore determine, how far the Circumftancc of F.xtortion may aggra- 
vate the Crime of Difobcdiencc to your pofitive Orders ; the expofing the Government in a Man- 
ner to Sale, and receiving the infamous Wages of Corruption from oppofite I arties and contending 
interefts, Wc fpeak wifo Boldncfs. becaufe we fpe.ak from Convidion, founded upon undubi- 
table Fads that befides the above Sums fpecified in the Diftribution Account, to the Amount 0 
* 2 28 121;* Pounds Sterling, there was likewife to the Value of feveral Lacks ot Rupees procured • ek m ci j. 
from Nundcomar and Roydullub, each of whom afpired at and obtained a Promile of that very 

Employnicfrt it was predetermined to beftow on Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

' “ kSigned at the End) 

^ ^ Clive, 

W* B. Sumner, 

John Carnac, 

H. Vcicllt, 

Fra‘ Sykes.” (a) 
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Book 182, intituled, ** Bengal General Confultations, from 6th January to thff 30111 
December 1766.’* 

Read, the following Extracts of a Confultation of the aad September 1766, 
nlng at P. 733, of the fame Book. 

« Fort William, the aad September 1766^ 


** At a Confultation t Prefent, 

*^6 Right Honourable Lord Clive, Preiident ; 
John Carnac, 

Harry Verelft, 

Randolph Marriott, 

Hugh Watts, 

Claud RufTell, 

William Alderfey, 

Thomas KeKall, and 
Charles Floyer, 

Mr. Sumner indifpoied. 


Efquirei. 




cceding'. 
he Seledl 
nmittee of 
19th Sept, 
befoi e 
Board* 


** The Proceedings of the Sele£b Committee of the 19th inftant are now laid before the Board, 
as follows. 

Read alfo, a further Extrad from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, bq;in« 
ning at Page 735 of the fame. > 


“ The Right Honourable the Prefident has urged the Necefllty of reftri^ting the future Go^ 
vernors of this Prefidency, in Points of Trade and private Interelt, with Arguments of fo much 
ISmce and Conviflion, in the following Minute, that we unanimoufly agree in recommending hia 
Lordtto’s Propofal to the Board, that it may be carried into Execution with all convenient 
DilpatOk^ 

** Alexander Campbell, 

S. S. C, 


“ Lord Clive’s Minute delivered in Committee, September 19th 1766. 

“ Our Attention, as a Selcfk Committee invefted with extraordinary Powers by the Court of 
Dire^ors, has been condancly engaged in reforming the Abufes which had crept into the feveral 
Departments of tliis Government. The important Work has been ftcadily profecuted with Zeal, 
Diligence, and Difintcrcdednefs on our Parts) and the Succefs of our Labours gives us Rcafon to 
hope that our Employers will be of Opinion wc have eftablifhed many ufeful and necelTary Regu-. 
lations. Many others however are ftill wanting to complete our Plan •, but I doubt not that the 
fame Principles, which have hitherto guided our ConduA, will continue to diredt and to juftify 
the Meafures wc have yet to purfue. 

“ To place the Prefident in fuch a Situation as will render his Government completely honour- 
able to himfclf, ahd advantageous to the Company, appears to me an Objeft of as much Confi:- 
. in Oiig. quence as any that has been taken into our Confidcration. To here fuch immenfe Revenues are 
concerned where Power and Authority arc fo enlarged, and where the Eye of Juftice and Equity 
Hiould be ever watchful, a Governor ought not to be embarrafled with private Bufinefs : he ought 
to be free from every Occupation in which his Judgment can poflibly be bialTcd by his intereft. 
The exteafive commercial Affairs, the Study of the Finances, the Politics of the Country, the 
I’pillol.'ity Corrcfpondcnce, the Proceedings of Council and Committee, thefc are fufficient to 
employ every Moment of his Time, and lam confident that they cannot be condufted with the 
requifitc Attention to the Company's IncerefV, if the Mind of the Governor be diverted by com- 
plicated mercantile Accounts of his own. 

“ If we look back upon thofe unhappy DifTcntions which have frequently brought the Com- 
pany’s Poffeflions in Bengal almofi to the Point of Dellrudlion, we fhall find that they have gene- 
rally proceeded from the Conduct of Governors, who, too eager in Purfuit of private intereft, 
have involved themfclves in Affairs which could not be reconciled to the (Vrifl Principles of In- 
icgrity. To prevent Scrutinies and Difcovcrics which might in any Degree affcA their Honour, 
they have frequently been reduced to the Ncccffity of conniving at Abufes which would otherwife 
have been brought to light, and remedied. The Welfare of this great Company fhould be the folc 
Study of a Governor ; attached to that Point alone, his Meafures could never be thwarted by the 
Malice of Oppofition, becaufe they would all be propofed for the Publick Good ) and Anions 
will always be jufiificd or condemned from the Principles on which they are founded. 

“ Such a State of Independency and Honour muft be highly eligible to a Governor; aiyd in 
my Opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting off all Poffibility of his benefiting himfclf either 
by Trade or by that Influence which hit Power neceiftrily gives him inthefe opulent Provinces. 

“ I therefore propofe, that the Governor (hall, in the moft public Manner, in the Prefcnee of 
all the Company’s Servants, the Mayor and Aldermen, and free Merchants, aflembled at the 
Mayor’s Court, take the Oath and execute the Penalty Bond hereunto annexed. The Confi- 

dcratioq 



( ‘957 ) 

deration I haw propofcd, is One and One Eighth per Cent, upon the Revenues collected, excepti^ 
ing thofc aciiing from the Gompany's own Lands at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chit* 
tagong. 

“ Although by theft Means a Governor will not be able to amafs a Fortune of a Million or Half 
a Million in the Space of Two or Three Years, yet he will acquire a very handfome Intlependency, 
and be in that very Situation which a Man of nice Honour, and true Zeal for the Service, would 
wilh to polftfs : Thus lituated, he may defy all Oppofition in Council •, he will Iiave nothing 
to afle, nothing to propble, but what he means for the Advantage of his Employers j he may 
defy the Law, becauft theft * can be no Foundation for a Bill of Uifeovery, and he may defy the * 

Obloquy of the World, becauft theft + can be nothing cenfurable in his Conduit. In Ihorl, if tSicinOiij. 
Stability can be infured to fueh a Government as this, where Riches have been acquired in 
Abundance, in a fmall ^ace of Time, by all Ways and Means, and by Men with or without 
Capacities, it muft be edited by a Governor thus reftriited i and I fhall think it an Honour, if my 
Fropofal be approved, to fet the Firit Example. "(a) 

Read alfo, further £xtra6t from the fame Book and the fame Confultation, begin- 
ning at Page 739 of the fame. 

“ And I do moft folcmnly fwear, that I will not upon any Account or Pretence whatever, 
direilly or indireitly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, wittingly, or willingly lufl'er or 
permit to be accepted or received by any Perfon or Perfons in Truft for me, my Executors or 
Adminiftrators, or for any other Perfon or Perfons whatever, out of perlbnal Fricndlhip to 
them, or received to my oww Intcrcft, dirciSly or indirectly, any Jewels, EffeCts, Sum or Sums 
of Money, whether by Bonds, Bills, Notrie J Obligations, or otherwift, or accept of, retain or keep, j sk- in Oiig. 
any Fee, Gratuity, or Reward in Jewels, EffeCts, Money, or Obligations, or Promilcs, or Al- 
furances of Money in Writing of any Nature, or other Thing whatfoever, which has been heretofore 
depofued for Services promilcd to be perprececd *, or Flavours to be received, or which (hall here- 
after be depofued, lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Cuftody, or to any other Perfons m 
Truft for me, nor knowingly permit or fuffer any other Perfon or Perfons to receive, take,y5r 
accept of the feme, or any Part thereof, by my Authority or Influence, from any King, PrincciJjl^ir, 

Monfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar, Jimidar, or from any other Perfon or Perfons, natural- 
born Subjects of the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocka, of what Degree, Nomination, or 
Quality loever, or from any Servant or Agent, or Council of any King, Prince, Vizir, Monfub- 
dar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar, or Jimidar,' exceeding the Value or Amount fpecified in our 
Covenants with the feid United Company : The full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, 
and I do moft folemnly fwear, that niy full and true Intent and Meaning is, ih.it in Confideration 
of the Sum of One and One Eighth per Cent, upon the Revenues of Bengal, Baliar, and Orixa, 

(lave and except the Revenues of the Lands of the laid United Company at Calcutta, Burdwap, 

Midnapore, and Chittagong), to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly Payments, during 
the Time I fhall continue to ^ Prefident and Governor of Fort William ; and likewife in Conli- 
dcration of my Salary, Itated Allowances, and Commiflion upon the Mint Coral, and upon the 
Freight Goods, and Ten per Cent. Intcrcft or Premium upon any Sum or Sums of Money t fliall t skin Orig. 
or may hereafter lend, advance, or place out at Intcrcft, as before mentioned, no other Emolu- 
ment or Advantage whatfoever fhall in any wife howlbcvcr, direSly or indircClIy, arife or accrue 
unto me, my Heirs, Executors, or Adminiftrators, or to any other Pcrlbn, tnrough Favour or 
Fricndlhip from me, either from my Office, or for or by Reafon or Means of the Influence and 
Authority I may have as Prefident and Governor of Fort William, 

“ I further fwear, that I will not myftlf receive, or knowingly permit any other Perfon to 
receive any Fee, Gratuity or Advantage ‘them, from the Difpol'al of any Place, Employment, or •sicinOrij. 
Office to any European, or any other Perfon whatever in or out of the Company’s Service j and 
that I will not in any Manner break through, or aft in any rei'peft, during the l ime i fliall con- 
tinue to be Prefident and Governor of Fort William, contrary to any Article, Covenant, Claule, 

Promifc, and Agreement contained in, or the true Intent and Meaning of a certain Iiidcinurc, 
bearing Date this Firft Day of Oftober One thoul'and feveo hundred and fixty-fix, and made, or 
mentioned to be made, between the faid United Connpany of the One Part, and me, Robert Lord 
Clive, on the other Part, but that I will truly and faithfully perform tlie lame. 

So help me G O D.’’ 

“ Sworn in open Court at Fort William in Bengal, 
this Firft Day of Oftober, in the Sixth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third.” {b) 

Read alfo, further Extra6l from the fame Book and fame Confultation, beginning at 
Page 743 of the fame. 

“ And" the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further covenant and agree, that he fhall nor, 
nor will, upon any Account or Pretence whatlbevcr, direftly or indireftly, accept, lake, or 


{«} Vide Appendix, N» LXXXIX. 


II L 


(b) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


receive. 
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receiT0, nor knowing!/, wittingly, or willingly luifer or permit to be accroted, taken on recdved, 
by any Perfon or Pcrfons, for nis Ufe, or in Truft for him, his Heirs, Executors, and Admini! 
ftrators, or for any other Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, out of ^rfonal Friendlhip to them, or 
Regard to his own Intereft, direftty or indirediy, any Jewels, Eneds, Sum or Sungts of Money, 
whether by Bonds, Bills, Notes, Obligations, or otherwife ; or accept of, retain, dr keep, any 
Fee, Gratuity, or Reward, in Jewels, Effeds, Money, Obligations, or Promifes or Alfuranccs 
of Money in Writing of any Nature, or other Thing whatfoever, which has been heretofore depo- 
fited, for Services promifed to be performed, or Favours to be received, or which (hall hereauer 
be depoftted, lent, received, or paid into his Hands or Cuftody, or into the Hands or Cultody 
of any other Perfon or Perfons in Truft for him, nor knowingly permit or fuffer any other Perfon 
Or Perfons to receive, take, or accept of the fame, or any Part thereof, by hit Authority or Influ- 
cnce, from any King, Prince, Vizir, Monfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar, Jimidar, or from 
any other Perfon or Perfons natural born Subjeds of the Eaft Indies, Chinaj Perfta, or Mocka, 
of what Degree, Nomination, or Quality foever, or from any Servant, Agent, or Council of any 
King, Prince, Vizir, Monfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, or Jemidar, exceeding the Value or 
Amount fpecifted in the Covenants with the faid United Company : And the faid Robert Lord 
Clive doth further covenant and agree, that no other Emolument or Advantage whatfoever (ex* 
* sieinOrig. ccpting as herein excepted), lhall in my* w howfoever diredly or indiredly arife or accrue unto 
him, his Heirs, Executors, or Adminiftrators, or to any other Perfon whatever, through Favour 
or Friendlhip, either from his Office, or for or by Reafon or Means of the Influence of Authority 
he may have as Prefident and Governor, nor with he the faid Robert Lord Clive receive, or know- 
ingly permit any other Perfon to receive any Fee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the Difpofal 
of any Place, Employment, or Office, to any European, or any other Perfon whatever, in or 
out of the Company’s Service.” (a) 


To prove that Lord Clive did take the Oath, and' enter into the Covenant before- 
mentioned, 

^Read, from Book 195, already delivered in, the following Extra6t of a General 
LeHlK^from the Prefident and Council at Calcutta in Bengal, dated Fort William, 5th 
and 9th December 1766. 


“ Wc arc to obferve, that our Prefident Lord Clive has himfclf fet the Firft Example of that 
Moderation, which he requires in future Governors of this Settlement, his Lordlhip having on 
the I ft Day of Odtober taken the reftriAive Oath, and executed the Penalty Bond in the Manner 
preferibed. 

** Signed (at the End of the Letter) 

Clive, 

H. Verclft, 

John Carnac.” {a) 


Thurfday the 
t9th Jan. 1767. 


To prove that Meffrs. Verclft and Cartier, when they fuccceded to the Government of 
Fort William, refpeftively took the Oath, and entered into the Covenant before- 
mentioned, the Witnefs produced Book 201, intituled, ** Bengal General Conful- 
tations, from 3d January to 21ft December 1767.” 

Read, the following Extraa from a Confultation of the 29th January 1767, begin- 
ning at Page 73 of the fame Book. 


“ At a Council } Prefent, 

The Honourable Harry Verclft Efquire, Prefident } 
Richard Smith, 

Francis Sykes, 

Claud Ruflell, 

William Alderfcy, ^ Efquircs. 

Thomas Kelfall, 

Charles Floyer, 

Alexander Campbell, J 


Mr. Verclft 
fiiccceds totlic 
Gofcinmcnt 
on the Depar- 
ture of Lord 
Clive for Eng* 
Until and takei 
his Seat nc* 
coixlingly. 


“ The Book of Standing Orders lying on the Table. 

“ The Right Honourable Lord Clive having fincc our laft Meeting embarked on Board the 
Britannia for England, and Mr. Verclft received from him the Charge of the Government, the 
latter now takes his Scat accordingly as Prefident of the Council, after having the Oath of Office 
adminiftered to him. 

The Witnefs next produced Book aoo, intituled, “ Public Confultations for the 
Year 1769.” 


Read, 




{a} Vide Appendix, N» LXXXIX. 


{i) Vide Appendix, N* XC. 
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Read, tbQ foUowmg Batrak of a Confultation of the 26th December 1769. 

“ Fort William, the 26th December 1769. 
” At a Confultation j Prcfent, 

The Honourable John Cartier Efquire, Prefidenc, and Governor ) 

CUud Rufiell, ^ 


Charles Floyer, 
Francis Hare, 
Jofeph Jekyll, 


Efqutres. 


“ The Book of Standing Orders lying upon the Table. . . 

“ The Honourable Mr. vcrelft having refigned the Government, on the 24th inftanr, is fucceeded Mr. Cirtw 
by the Honourable Mr. Cartier, who now amimes the Chair, after the Prelidcnt’s Oath having been chi?rr*nd 
duly adminiftered to him. luunt 

To (hew that it did not appear upon the Records of the Eaft India Company* that 
Mr. Haftings took any Oath when he fucceeded to the Government of Bengal, Mr. 

Robert Humbn was examined, as follows ; 

Q. Have you fearched the Records of the Company ? . . ^ c 

A. I have fearched the Minutes at the Time when Mr. Haftings entered into the Government ot 
Bengal, and it does not appear that he took any Oath. 

(Crtfs examined.) What Search have you made for the Purpofc of difeovering whether Mr. 

Haftings took an Oath or not ? 

A. f have fearched the Confultations in ail the Departments about that Time. 

Qj^ Are they entire during that Period ? 

A. They appear quite entire. 

The Managers for the Commons dated, they would next read the CovenanJ^tered 
into by Mr. Haftings when he fucceeded to the Government of Bengal. 

The Wjtnefs accordingly produced a Paper figned “ W. Haftings.” 

The Counfel for the Defendant objeaed, that in point of Regularity the Managers 
for the Commons ought to prove the Execution of the faid Inftrument by Mr. 

Haftings. 

The Witnefs was alkcd, 

Q. Where are the Covenants kept which the Servants of the Company enter into ? 

This appears to be an original Covenant. 

That Paper which you produce, where do you bring it from ? 

A. From the India Houfe. 

Does it appear to be figned by any Body ? 

A. It is figned “ Warren Haftings. 

O. Is it in his own Hand-writing ? . ^ , r r .a 

^ It appears to be in the fame Hand as all the General Letters are figned. 

Q. Arc the Covenants preferved in the India Houfe which the Servants fign, or are they kept 

abroad? 

A. They are kept in the India Houfe. 

You underftand that to be the original Covenant i 
A. Yes, my Lords. 

The Counfel for the Defendant acquainted the Houfe, that Mr. Haftings, upon 
Infpeaion, acknowledged the Signature to be his Hand-wnting. 

The Paper was read, as follows : ^ . r 

.. this 

Our Sovereign Lord George the T » / , . . y ^ LordOne thoufand feven hundred 

lrri.nd, Defender of die Wi.h, Merlnt, of che One Part, and the United 

and .fixty-nine, between Warren Haftings ot London Mcnrnan^ ^ 

Wv^r"g.t.oi::-PW^ 
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HadingSj In Compliance with a Refolution of a General Court of the faid United Company, and 
for and in Conlideration of what he is or fhall be entitled to receive from the faid Company in 
refped of his faid Service, or in rciped of any other Station, Capacity, or Employment, in which 
the la;d Warren Haftings may laereattcr be retained or employed by the faid United Company, or 
tiieir Court of lyircttors, doth hereby, for himfclf, his Heirs, Executors and Adminiftrators, co- 
venant, proniile, and agiee, to and with tlic faid United Company, that he the faid Warren 
1 lalbings (hail not nor will, at any 'rime or Times hereafter, duiing his being employed in the faid 
Co mpany’s Service in any Station or Capacity whatfoever, either by himfclf, or by any other 
I’erlbn or i’cilons whomloever in Truft for him, or for his Ule, direftly or indiredly, accept, take, 
or rcteive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any Gift or Grant of Lands or Kents, pr Revenues 
iffuing out of Lands, or any I'erritorial Pofleflion, Jurifdidion, Dominion, Power, or Authority 
whatloi'vcr, Irom any of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
Miiiidcrs, Servants, or Agents, for any Service or Services, or upon any Account or Pretence 
wliatfoevcr, without the Licence or Confent of the Court of Diredors for the Time being of the 
laid United Company, fignificd under their Hands •, nor (hall or will, at any Time or Times hefe- 
alter, during his being employed in the faid United Company’s Service in any Station or Capacity 
whatlbever, eiilier by himfclf, or any other Perfon or Pcrlbns whomfoever in Truft for him, or for 
Ins Ule, dircdly or indircdly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any 
Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, or Compenlation, in Money, Effeds, Jewels, or 
othcrwilc howfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of 
their Minifters, Servants, or Agents, exceeding tlic Value of Four thoufand Rupees, for any 
Service or Services performed, or to be performed, by the laid Warren Haftings in India, or upon 
any other Account or Pretence whatfoever, without the like Licence or Confent of the faid Court 
(jf Direi^tors of the faid United Company, fignihed as aforefaid*, nor any fuch Reward, Gratuity, 
Allowance, Donation, or Compenlation, exceeding the Value of One thoufand Rupees, and under 
the Value of Four thuufand Rupees, without the Licence or Confeht of the Prefident and Council 
^Hi^the Time being of the Prefidcncy or Settlement where the faid Warren Haftings fhall be em- 
ploye^, and that he the faid Warren Haftings fhall and will convey, aflign, and make over, to the 
laid u\^d Company, for their foie and proper Ule and Benefit, all and every fuch Gifts or 
(Jrants oS^nds or Kents, or Revenues ifTuing out of Lands, or any fuch Territorial Pofleffion, 
Jurildiftion, Dominion, Power, or Authority whatfoever; and alfo account for and pay to the 
laid United Company, for their foie and proper Ufe and Benefit, all and every fuch Gifts, Rewards, 
Gratuities, Allowances, Donations, or Compenfations whatfoever, which, contrary to the true 
Intent and Meaning of thefe Preicnts, fhall come to the Hands, PoflefTion, or Power, of the faid 
Warren Haftings, or any other Perfon or Perfons in Truft for him, or for his Ufe, as aforefaid. 
In witncis whereof, to c3nc Part of this Indenture, the faid Warren Haftings hath let his Hand and 
Seal ; and to the other Part thereof, the faid United Company have caufed their Comti^on Seal to 
be affixed, the Day and Year above written. 

“ Scaled and delivered (being firft duly (lamped) Warren Haftings. (L. S.)” 

in the Prefence of 

R" Holt, 

Tho- Pike.” 


Indorfed, 

“ I do acknowledge to have read the within mentioned Covenants 
before I executed the fame. 

Witnefs, 

R" Holt.” 


“ Warren Haftings.’* 


Then the Witnefs was alked, 

(By Counfel.) Do you know, upon the infpeilion of the Journals, whether Mr. Vcrelft and 
Mr. Cartier took the lame Oath Lord Clive did ? 

A. It docs not appear what Oath Mr. Cartier and Mr. Vcrelft took; it appears only that they 
took what they call the Oath of Office. 

Then the Witnefs produced another Paper figned “ Warren Haftings.”. 

The Witnefs was afked, 

Is that alfo an Original Inftrument 

A. Yes, my Lord. 

The fame was read, as follows : 

“ THIS Indenture, made the Day of dn the Year of our Lord 

One thoufand I'cvcn hundred and feventy-two, and in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, between the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Fall Indies, of the One Part; and Warren Haftings, of the other Part. Whereas the faid United 

Company 
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Comj>afty of Mfrchante of England trading to the Eaft Indies, have (upon the fpecial Rcqucft 
and Entreaty ot the fad Warren Haftingj, and upon the Conditions and Agreements hercin-after 
contained, on the Part of the faid W arren Haftings to be pcrforcacd) recciv^ and entertained him 
the faid Warren Haftings into tlieir Service, as tbcir 

to ferve them for the 1 trm of Years, and to be employed in all or any of the 

1 rafhek or Merchandizes, Bufinefles, and Affairs, in any Place or Places wlutfoevcr, between the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Streights of Magellan, as the faid Company, or their Court of 
Direftors for the Time being, or any Thirteen or more of them, or any by them auihotizcd, ftiall 
appoint, at and for the W ages or Sum of Pounds of lawful Money of Great 

liritain, by the Year, to commence from the Time of 

Now this Indenture witneft'eth, That the faid Warien Haftings, for himltlf, his Heirs, Executors^ 
and Adminiftrators, doth hereby covenant and agree, to and with the laid United Company of 
Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies, and their Succeffors, in Manner and Form 
following (that is to fay) That he the faid Warren Mailings, for and during, and unto the full 
End and Expiration of Years, Hull and will faithfully, honcftly, diligently, and 

carefully ferve the faid Company at fuch Place and Places, and in all and every fuch Affairs and 
Bufinels whatfoever of the faid Company, as the faid Warren Haftings lhall be employed in. And 
lhall aifo from Time to Time, and at all Times, oblcrvc, keep, and fultil all and every the 
Orders of the faid Company, and of the laid Court of Diretftors made and to be made for the 
Government of their Faftorics and Settlements, Officers, Agents, or Servants abroad : Ami Iball 
and will alfo obfcrve, keep, and fulfil all fuch Orders, Inftrudions and Direiflions, which he fhall 
herewith. Or hereafter receive under the Seal of the faid Company^ or from the faid Court ot 
Direftors of the faid Company for the Time being, or any Thirteen or more of them, or from 
their Prcfidcnt and Council, at the refpeftive Settlement where the faid Warren Haftings lhall 
refide or be employed, or from any Perfons authorized thereunto by fuch Direftors j and lhall and 
will, to the utmoft of his Power and Skill, relift and withftand all and every fucE Perfon or Per- 
fons, as lhall break, or endeavour to break the faid Orders, Inllruiftions, or Direflions, or any of 
them ; And the laid Warren Haftings doth hereby for hiinfelf, bis Heirs, Executors, and 
Adminiftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the faid United Company of Merchants of En^ 
land trading to the Eaft Indies, that he will not do, attempt, or praftife, nor lhall wittingljyw 
willingly permit or fuffer any other Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, to do, attempt, or praftilpi^ny 
Matter or Thing whatfoever, to the Hindrance, Hurt, Prejudice, Damage, or defrauding of the 
faid Company, or their Succeffors, or of their Servants, or any of them, or of the laid Com- 
pany’s Goods, Merchandizes, Trade, or Traffick, or any of them, or any Part thereof; but lliall, 
as much as in him lieth, prevent and defeat the fame. And the faid Warren Haftings doth here- 
by, for hiinfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the 
laid United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, that he the faid 
Warren Haftings lhall and will, from Time to Time, and at all Times from henceforth, give 
Notice and Intelligence, with all convenient Speed, unto the faid Court of Dircilors for the Time 
beino-, of all and every the Deceits, Wrongs, Abufes, Breach of Orders, Inconveniences and 
Hindrances, which he the faid Warren Haftings lhall know, underftand, hear or fufpcift to be 
done, praftifed, offered, or intended againft the faid Company, or their Succeffors, or their Goods 
or Trade, or any of them, or againft any Perfon or Perfons by them, or by the faid Court of 
Direiflors employed, or in their Service, in any Place or Places, together with the Names of thofc 
Perfons by whom the fame lhall be fo offered, praiftifed, or intended. And the faid Warren 
Haftings doth hereby, for hiinfelf, his Heirs, lixeciuors, and Adminiftrators, covenant, promife, 
and a^rce, to and with the faid United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indiesr that he will not engage, or employ the Stock of the faid Company, or any Part thereof, 
or make ulc of the Credit ot the faid Company, in any other Kind, Way or Manner howfoever, 
than for the Affairs of the faid Company, and as by the major Part of the Court of Diredors of 
the faid Company for the Time being, under their Hands, or under the Common Seal of the faid 
Company, or by their faid Prefufenc and Council, lhall be ordered and dircdlcd. And that he thefaid 
Warren Haftings lhall and will, at all Times, keep and conceal the faid Company’s Secrets, and 
every Matter and Thing committed to him as Inch by the faid Court of Dirciftors, or their Agents, 
Factors, Officers, and Servants, or any of them. And alfo, that he the faid Warren Haftings 
lhall and will, from Time to Time, and at all Times from henceforth, during his faid Employ- 
ment keep, or caulc to be kept, a true and particular Journal or Day Book, of all PalTagcs and 
Proceedings relating to the Affairs of the faid Company, and alfo Books of Accounts, in whidi 
Journal, Day Book, and Books of Accounts, he lliall daily, duly, truly and fully enter, or caufe 
to be entered, the Accounts of all and every particular Buying, Selling, Receipts, Payments, 
Batterings, and all other Tranfaeftions and Occurrences relating to his Trull, during the Time 
he Ihill continue in the faid United Company’s Service and Employment : And the laid 

doth hereby, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, covenant, promife, 
and agree, to and with the faid United Company, that he will not place, or confcnt to the placing 
to the laid Company’s Account, nor oiherwife charge the faid Company with any more or greater 
Sums than he lhall really, and in good Faith, pay for all or any Goods, Merchandizes or Fffc^ft, 

II M which 
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V^hich he thall buy, or caufc, procure, or confent to be bought, for, or on Account of the faid 
Company. And that he the laid Warren Haftiogs rtiall and will bring to the Account of the laid 
Company, in the Books of the faid Company, the full Rates and Prices for which he Ihall fell, 
orcaufe to be fold, any of the faid Company’s Goods, Merchandizes, or EnFc^ls t and turther, 
that he the faid Warren Haftings will not directly or indireftly, take, accept, or receive, or agree to 
take accept, or receive, any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Compenfation, Sum or Sums of 
Money whatfoever, from any Perfon or Perfons, of whom he the faid Warren Hadings (hall, by him- 
felf or any Agent for him, buy or barter any Goods, Merchandizes, Treafure, or EffcCls, lor, or upon 
Account of the faid Company. And further, that he will not take, accept, or receive, or agree to take, 
accept, or receive any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Compenfation, Sum or Sums of 
Money whatfoever, from any Perfon or Perfons to whom the faid Warren Haftings ftiall, by him- 
fclf or any A^cnt for him, fell or barter any Goods, Merchandizes, Treafure, or ElFcds, of or 
belonpint» to, or for, or upon Account of the laid Company •, and moreover, that he the faid 
Warren 'kaftings, his Executors or Adminiftrators, fliall produce and deliver the laid Books, 
together with all Wafte Books, Pocket Books, Diaries, Memorials, and other Writings and 
Papers whatfoever, wherein he the faid Warren Haftings lhall make, or caufe to be made, 
any Entries, or fet down any Matter or Thing touching or concerning the faid Company’s 
Affairs, or any of them, or any way relating hereunto (although the fame may or (ball be 
intermixed with his own, or others Concerns) unto the faid Court of Diredors of the laid 
Company for the Time being, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as lhall, by Letter or Order, 
under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the faid Court of Direftors, or under the Seal of the 
faid Company, be authorized and appointed to demand and receive the fame ; and lhall and will, 
if required, make Oath to the Truth of fuch Books, Diaries, Memorials, Writings, and Papers, 
and that the fame contain the Whole of his Tranfadions, and that they have not been defaced, 
obliterated, or altered. And further, That he the faid Warren Haftings lhall and will, well and 
truly deliver and pay unto the faid United Company, or their SoccclTors, all and every lush 
Monies, Goods, Merchandizes, and Things whatlbevcr, as by the Foot of his Account, or 
otherwile lhall be due from him, or remain in his Hands and Poffeflion, and for which he ought 
be chargeable or anfwcrablc in any manner or wife. And alfo. That he the faid Warren 
ifcftings lhall and will (before he lhall leave the faid Company’s Fadories or Settlements) pay 
anSiiiilcharge all and every fuch Sum or Sums of Money as he lhall juftly owe or be indebted 
to any of the Black Merchants or Natives of the Country, where he the faid Warren Haftings 
lliall be together with fuch other Sums as he lhall owe abroad to any other Merchants or Pci Ions 
not being Subieds of his Majcfty the King of Great Britain, or his Succcffois ; and that he the laid 
Warren Haftings lhall and will, from Time to Time, when and as often as he lhall be thereunto 
required by the faid Company, or their Succeffors, or by the Prcfidcnt, Agent, or Onef and 
Council of the Place where the faid Warren Haftings lhall be, remove to any Inch other Fadories, 
as fuch Prcfidcnt, Agent, or Chief and Council, lhall fo dired and require. And alfo. That 
he the faid Warren Haftings lhall, at all Times, during the Time of his Service aforcfaid, faith- 
fully and diligently demean himfclf as a good, honeft and faithful Servant towards the faid 
Company, and their Succeffors, and thofc by them authorized. And upon Condition, fhat 
ihc faid Warren Haftings lhall in all Things perform his Covenants and Agreements with the 
faid Company herein contained, and to encourage him fo to do. It is further covenanted and 
agreed by and between the faid Parties to thefc Prefents, That it lhall and may be lawful to and 
for the laid Warren Haftings, and the faid Company doth accordingly liccnfe the faid Warren 
Haftings, during i,he faid Years, commencing as aforcfaid, freely to trade and traffick 

for his own Account only, from Port to Port in India, or clfcwherc within the Eimits aforcfaid, 
but not to or from any Place without the fame, without any Lett, Hindrance, or Inrerrupuon, 
from them the faid Company, their Succeffors or Afligns, fo as the faid Trade and Iraffick lo to 
be carrictl on and driven in India, or elfcwhcre within the Limits atorcfaid, or any Part thereof, 
be fubieft to fuch Rules, Regulations, and Limitations, as the faid Company, or the (Jurt of 
Direftors for the Time b^ing of the faid Company, have already.dired«l, or lhall from Time to 
Time hereafter dired and appoint, and be not to the Hurt or Prejudice of the faid Company, 
and their Succeffors, or of their Trade or Commerce •, and fo as whatever is fo traded for by the laid 
Warren Haftings by Virtue of this Agreement be particularly entered in Books of the laid 
Company, to be kept for that Purpofc in all the Fadories of the faid Company relpedivcly, m 
the Eaft Indies, or clfcwherc within the Limits aforclaid, where fuch Trade fhall be ^>ven i but 
in cafe the faid Warren Haftings lhall wafte, or make ufc of the faid Company’s Treafure, or 
lhall become indebted to the faid Company, then, and in fuch cafe, it is hereby further cove- 
named and agreed, by and between the faid Parties to thefe Prefents, that he the faid Warren 
Haftings lhall not be entitled to any of the Payments, Advantages, and &ncfits, hereby other- 
wife intended him: But contrarywilc, for and towards Satisfadion for what lhall be due from hint 
to the faid Company, and for and towards Reparation of the Damages done to the faid Company, 
it lhall and may be lawful to and for any Perlon or Perfons thereunto authorized and appointed, 
bv Writing under the Hands of Thirteen, or more of the Court of Diredors of the faid Company 

for the Time being, or under the Seal of the faid Company, and to and lor any Prcfidcnt, 
° Agcntf 
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Agent, or Chiefs and Council, of any Place or Faftory, of or belonging to the fald Company, 
to fcize, or caufe the Goods and Chattels of him the faid Warren Haflings, to be feized and 
detuned, until Satisfaction is made. And foralmuch as Complaints have been made to the faid 
United Company, that feveral of the faid Company's Prcfidcnts and Chiefs of their Factories, and 
feveral of fuch Perfons as arc of their Councils, in their Factories abroad, or fomc of them, as 
alfo their FaClors, Agents and Servants, h«ivc committed very heinous and grievous Offences 
in fuch Factories of the faid Company, and elfcwhere in the Eaft Indies, and other Places within 
the faid Company*s Limits of Trade, by unjuftly menacing, impriibning, aflaulting, abufing, and 
evil treating the Natives and Black Merchants, and others with whom the faid Comp.my hive had 
Dealings or Correfpondcnce, and by fuch Means and other Violences, Abufes, and I iijiirics, have 
extorted and forced great Sums of Money, and other valuable Effefts, from fuch injured Pcrlons, 
who by reafon of the great Diftance from this Kingdom, and the wholcfome Laws thereof, and 
by Reafon that the faid Company have not been enabled to obtain and render Satisfaftion for fuch 
Injuries and Mifdcmeanors, are, and have been remedilefs : Now it is hereby agreed by and 
between the faid Parties to thefe Prefents, and the faid Warren Haftingsdoth hereby, for himfclf, 
his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the faid United Com- 
pany, that in cafe any Sum or Sums of Money, Goods, or Chattels whatfoever, (hall at any Time 
or Times hereafter, be extorted, forced, or taken, by him the faid Warren Haftings (either fepa- 
rately or jointly with others) from any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, within the laid Company’s 
Limits of Trade, by the Means or Ufe of Imprifonments, Aflaults, Violences, Menaces, or 
other Force or Compulfion whatfoever, then and as often as any fuch Offence or Olfences fhall be 
committed, it fhall and may be lawful to and for every Perfon or Perfons injured thereby, to make 
and lend over Complaints and Atteflations thereof in Writing to the Court of Direftors of the 
faid Company for the Time being, and that upon the Receipt of fuch Complaints and Atteflations, 
it fhall and ma)r be lawful, to and for the Court of Diredors of the faid Company for the Time 
being, to enquire into the Truth of the faid Complaints, by all fuch Ways and Means as they 
fhall think juft and equitable, and thereupon to hear the Matter of the faid Complaint or Com- 
plaints, and thereupon finally to judge and determine the fame, and to award Saiisfadion 
Reparation to be made by the faid Warren Haftings to the faid Company, for the Benefit ha^ 
injured Perfons. And the faid Warren Haftings doth hereby, for himfclf, his Heirs, Executors, 
and Adminiftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the faid United Comp.iny, well truly to 
p.iy to the faid Company, at fuch Time or Times as fhall be limited by the faid Court of Direc- 
tors (or the major Part of them) for that Purpofc, all ami every fuch Sum and Sums of Money 
as fhall be ib awarded by the faid Court of Dirc6lors for the Time being, or the major Part of ihcm 
then aflemblcd, to be paid as aforefaid: But in Truft nevcrthelcfs, and to the Intent, That the 
faid Company may and do render, and pay over, the Monies received or recovered by them, to 
the Parties injured or defrauded, which the faid Company accordingly hereby .igicc and tovenanc 
to do : And the faid Warren Haftings doth furthermore for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and 
Adminiftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the faid United Company, to pay and fatisfy to 
the faid Company for their own Ufe and Benefit all fuch Damages as they fhall have fuftained 
by Reafon or Means of any fuch Offence or Offences as aforefaid : And forafmuch as it frequently 
happens. That the Prefident and Council, Agent and Council, Chief and Council, and feveral other 
fubordinate Oflicers of feveral of the faid Company’s F.ai5lorics abroad, have, by mutual Influences on 
each other, fettled, ftated, and adjufted amongft thcmlclvcs, their own Accounts with the faid Com- 
pany, in order as far as they could, to bar and preclude the laid Company from reviewing, altering, 
amending, correding, or contefting the fame : Now it is hereby further declared, That all and 
every fuch Account and Accounts, fo at any Time ftated, balanced, figned, or .-idjufted, by, 
between, or amongft fuch Prcfidcnts and Councils, or Agents and Councils, or Chiefs and Coun- 
cils, or other fubordinate Officers, or any of them, and the faid Warren Haftings, arc hereby 
agreed to be, and fliall at all 7'imes hereafter be taken and cftccmcd to be open Accounts, formed 
and prepared only for tlie Infpcdion, Perufal, and Approbation or Corredlion of the faid Com- 
pany, and lhall not in any Sort or Kind, or in any Article thereof, bind or conclude the faid 
Company. And the faid Warren Haftings doth for himfclf, his Heirs, Executors and Admi- 
niftrators, covenant and agree, to and with the faid United Company, that he tlie faid Warren 
Haftings v>ill not at any Time, during his Refidence in the Eaft Indies, or within the faid 
Company’s Limits, diredlly or indiredlly trade, correfpond, traflick, deal with or for, or be 
in any wile aiding, affifting, or employed as Agent, or Fadlor, by or for any Foreign Company 
trading in or to the Eaft Indies, or any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, who do or lliall, during 
the Continuance of thefe Prefents, traffick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaft 
Indies, or elfcwhere, within the Limits of the faid Company’s Trade, by, or under, or by virtue 
of any Foreign Commiffion, Idccnce, or Authority whatfoever, nor lhall or will by himfclf, or 
in Conjunflion with any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, dircflly or indiredly carry on, or ufe or 
be concerned in any Sort of Trade, Traffick, or Merchandize, either from Europe to the Eaft 
Indies, or to any Place within the faid Company’s Limits, between the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Streights of Magellan, or from the Eaft Indies, or from any Place within the faid Company's 
Limits, to Europe, or to or from any Place whatfoever, although not within the faid Company’s 
Limits of Trade, fave and except for and on Account of the faid Company, nor fhall carry on. 
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tile, or be concerned in any Trade or Traffick wliatfocvcr, but fueb as is exj)rcfsly allowed hf 
and according to the true Intent and Meaning of thefe Prefents, And that he the faid Warren 
Haflings, his Executors, or Adminiftraiors, (hall and will pay, or caule to be paid, unto the faid 
Company, as and by way of dated Damages, double the Vkluc of all and cvfcry the Goods and' 
Mcfchandjzcs, traded for, bartered, by the faid Warren Mailings, his Agent or Agents, contrary 
to the true Meaning of thefe Prefents. Provided nevcrthclcfs, That if the faiid Warren Hadings 
(hall fird voluntarily and freely make a Difeovery unto the faid Company’s Court of Diredors, of 
any I lade or rraffick carried on by him or his Agents, contrary to the true Meaning of thefe Pre- 
fents, and of all and every the Perfons therein concerned, then, and in fiich Cafe, the faid Corn- 
p iny do h-icby agree to accept the finglc Value, inllead of the double Value of the faid Goods 
and Merchandizes, which (liall be traded with, in, for, or bartered or trafficked for, contrary to 
the true Meaning of tirefc Prefents, as aforefaid : And in order to a Difeovery of, and a Satil- 
faftion for fuch illicit Trade, as aforefaid, it is hereby agreed, that it lliall and may be lawful 
to and for the laid United Company, and their SuccclTors, to file any Bill or Bills of Complaint 
or Difeovery, in His Majefty’s High Court of Chancery, or Court of Exchequer, againlt him 
the faid Wanen 1 ladings, his Executors and Adminiftrators, whcrcunto the faid Warren Hall- 
ings doth hereby agree, that neither he nor they (hall or will demur, or plead in Bar of the Dil- 
covery or Kclicf fought by fuch Bill or Bills, tivat thereby he or they is, are, may or fliall become 
liable to any Penalty or Forfeiture, by force of any Law or Statute, Bond, Covenant of Agree- 
ment, or oiherwife howfoever, but (hall make and put in a full and peifedt Anfwcr and Anlwers 
to all the Parts thereof, and (liall not, in fuch Anfwcr and Anfwcrs, infifl: upon any Penalty, For- 
feiture, Law or Statute, Bond, Covenant or Agreement, or alledge any Matter whatfoev^r, 
v/hcreby to prevent, bar, or preclude the faid Company from the Didovery or Relief fought or 
to be iou[»Jit by fuch Bill or Bills as aforefaid ; but then, and in fuch Cafe, the faid United 
Company do licrcby confent to wave and difclairrt all and a(l Manner of Penalties and Forfeitures, 
that ih.ill or may, in any Kind or Degree wh+atfoever, accrue or incur to them, upon or by rea- 
1 ^^ of any Difeovery or Difclofure arifing by tlx faid Anfwcr or Anfwers of the (aid Warren 
his Exccutois or Adminiftrators ; and the faid United Company, for themfelves and 
their iSlifccfrors, do agree to accept, and the faid Warren Haftings doth, for himfelf, his Heirs, 
ExecutoV^and Adminiftrators, agree to account for, and pay or caufc to be paid to, or to the 
Ufc of the laid Company, or their Succe(rors, as and for a full, ftated, and adjufted Comptn- 
fation and Satisfaftion for the Damages fuftained by the faid Company, upon Account of the faid 
illicit Trade, the Sum of Fifty Pounds for every One hundred Pounds Value of all and every the 
Goods and Merchandizes traded or trafficked with, or for, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
hereof, and alfo of the Produce of the faid illicit Trade, Provided always, and It is hereby exprefsly 
covenanted, declared, and agreed between the Parties to thefe Prefents, and it is the true Intent 
and Meaning thereof, that in cafe the faid Warren Haftings (lull make Default in any of the 
Covenants herein before contained, or fliall embezzle any of the faid Company’s Money, Goods, or 
Eflcfls, or be guilty of any Breach of Truft towards the faid Company, or (hall be concerned 
in buying, bartering, felling, or difpofing of any Artillery, Ordnance, Mufquets, Fire Arms, 
Ammunition, or Warlike Stores, to or for the Ufe of any Prince, Nabob, or Country Power in 
India, or of the Natives there; without the exprefs Licence of the faid Company, or their Court 
of Dirctlors for the Time being, or a Majority of them, or of the faid Company’s Prefident 
and Council, at the refpeflive Settlement where fuch buying, bartering, or fellirig (hall be, or in 
cafe the faid Warren Haftings fliall, at any Time during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, without 
t!ic like Licence and Amhoriiy as aforeiaid, hold Correfpondence with any Prince, Nabob, or 
Country Power in India, or any of their Minifters, or (hall fupply, l-. nd ro, or procure for tlie 
Ufc of any Foreign Company trading in or to India, or any Perfon or Perfons trading under the 
Licence or Authority of Inch Foreign Company, any Money, at Refpondentia, or any other Se- 
curity, Loan, or Engagement whatlocver •, that then, and in each and every of the faid Cales, it 
(hall be lawful for the fiid Company, and their (aid Court of Diredtors for the Time being, or 
the Mjjoiity of them, or the Prefident and Council at the refpectivc Settlement, where the faid 
Wanen Haftings lhall be rtlidcnc or employed, and they arc hereby icfpedlively declared to have 
full Power and y\uilu)riiy for that Purpole, to (ufpend, or wholly difmifs the faid Warren Haflings 
from the (aid Company’s Service and Employment j the faid Warren Haftings having firft had 
Notice given him of fuch his Offence or Default, and a rcafonablc 'Pime allowed him to make his 
Detence againft the fame, and having been convidled thereof. And’it is hereby further exprefsly 
covenanted and agreed, by and between the faid Company, and the faid Warren Haftings, chat in 
cafe of fuch Difmillion as aforefaid, or in cafe the (aid Warren Haftings (hall, during the Con- 
tinuance of thefe Prefents, be minded to quit or refign the faid Company’s Service, and fuch Re^ 
lignation (hall be accepted and agreed to by the laid Company or their Court of Dircflors, or 
their Prefident and Council at Ibeh Settlement, where the faid Wairen Haftings (hall rcfide or be 
tmployeil, that then, and in either of the faid Cafes of Difmiffion from, or voluntary Refignation 
of the (aid Service, it (hall not be lawful for the Vaid Warren Haftings fo enter into any new or 
frefli Engagements, or Concerns wdiatfoever, in the Way of Trade, or Merchandize; but he (hall 
wholly forix'ar and be prohibited therefrom ; but ncvcrchelcfs, the laid Warren Haftings (hall in 
any, or dilicr of the faid Cafes be at Liberty and have Power and- Authority to fell and difpofe of 

6 his 
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his Merchandizes and EffeftSt which he fhall have on Hand, or which lhall be then fairly and truly 
belonging to him, and to colletib and get in fuch outftanding Debts as fliall be then due and 
owing to him in Trade or othcrwife. And for the more cfTcdually carrying the faid laft-men- 
tioned Covenant and Agreement into Execution, It is hereby declared co be the true Intent and 
Meaning of thefe Prefents, and the faid Warren Haftings doth hereby covenant, pro nilc, and 
agree to and with the faid United Company, that in cafe of fuch Difiniflion from, or quumg and 
refigning the faid Company’s Service and Employment, he the laid Warren 1 ladings lhall and 
will, within One Year after the fame lhall happen, or by the firft Paffage that can be obtained 
after the Expiratiori of the faid One Year, traniport himfcll', together with his Family, to Great 
Britain, in luch Ship employed by the faid Company as lhall be appointed for tliat Purpofe, by 
the faid Company, or by their Court of Diretflors, or their Prefident and Council as uforclaid ; 
and lhall not, nor will, upon any Account or Pretence whatfoever. Hay or continue any longer 
in the Eall Indies ; and moreover, in cafe the faid Warren Haftings mall make Default in the 
faid laft>mentioned Covenant, the faid Warren Haftings doth hereby confent and agree with the 
faid United Company, that from and immediately after fuch Default, it lliall and may be lawful 
for the faid Company, or their Court of Direflors, or their Prefident and Council at the faid Settle- 
ment, where the fate} Warren Hallings lhall refide or be, to caufe the faid Warren Haftings to be 
apprehended and detained, and to put him and his Family on Board any Ship employed by the 
faid Company, for the Purpofe of being tranfported to Great Britain } lo neverchelefs, that no un- 
neceflary Delay be fought, nor any fit Occafion or Opportunity loft in lo doing. And further, in 
cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on Board, and traniporting the faid Warren Hallings and his 
Family, in Manner alorelaid, the faid W^arren Haftings doth hereby covenant, proniife, and 
agree, to and with the faid United Company, that he the faid Warren Hallings, his Executors or 
Adminiftrators, lhall not, nor will commence, fue, or profecute the laid Company, or their Court 
ofDiredors, or any of their Prefidents and Council, Commanders or Officers of any fuch Ship, 
or any other Perfon employed in any of the Matters aforefaid, in or by any Action, Suit, or other 
Profccution, civil or criminal, in refpedl of fuch apprehending and detaining him the faid W.irrcn 
Haftings, or of putting on Board and tranfporting him the faid Warren Haftings and his Fa- 
mily to Great Britain, in Manner aforefaid j and in cafe any fuch Adion, Suit, or Profe* ution lh.d^^ 
be commenced, fued, or profccuted, for any of the Matters aforeliiid, the faid Warren I Dtnp 
doth hereby covenant and agree, to and with the faid Company, that the General Ifi'ue be 
pleaded, and that this prefent Indenture, or any other fpecial Matter, may be given iiiJi^dcncc 
by any of the Defendants in any fuch Suit, Adion, or Profccution. Provided always, and laftly, 
it is hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed, by and between the faid Parries hereto, and it is 
their true Intent and Meaning, That if the faid Warren Haftings lhall continue in the laid Com- 
pany’s Service after the Expiration of the faid Term of Years, that luch Continu.ince 

mail be upon the fame Terms, Conditions, and Agreements as are herein before made and agreed 
upon, for the faid Term of Years} fave and except, that if the faid Warren Haftings 

lhall rife to any fuperior Place or Office than what he is hereby employed in or appointed for, that 
then he the faid Warren Haftings, performing the Cuvenants aforelaid, lhall have and receive fuch 
Wages as are ufually paid to Officers in the like advanced Stations, Places, or Employments. In 
Witnefs whereof the laid United Company have to one Part of thefe Indentures fet their Common 
Seal i and the faid Warren Haftings hath to the other Part of the faid Indentures fet his Hand and 
Seal, the Day and Year firft above written. , 

** Sealed and delivered (being ftamped according 
to Aft of Parliament) in the Prefence of us, 

Warren Haftings.” ( L. S. ) 

John Stewart. 

John Belli. 

Indorfed, 

“ I do acknowledge to have read the within written Covenant* 
before I executed the fame. 

Witnefs, « Warren Haftings.” 

John Stewart.” 

To prove the Means taken to put the Governor General above Temptation, the 
Witnefs produced Book 2, intituled “ Bengal Difpatches, 17th May 1766, to i6th 
March 1768.” 

Read,' the following Extract of a General Letter from the Court of Direftors to the 
Prdident and Council at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 20th of November 1767, 
beginning at Page 583 of the fame. 

tia. The large Proportion allotted to the Governor in the before mentioned Commiftlon of 
Two and One Half per Cent, is in Confideration of his relinquilhing, and not being concerned in 
any Trade whatever, even in Articles of Import and Export, and ail Prefents or other Gratifies* 

11 N cioni 
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tions, as exprcflcd in the Deed of Renunciation in your Proceedings of the aid September I 7 ^ 7 » 
which wc approve and confirm, and direft that all Governors do execute the like Inftrutnent on 
their entering into their Office. Our Inducement for annexing fo great an Appointment to the 
Station of Prefident and Governor, is in full Expe^ation of his giving up his whole Time and 
Attention to the faithful Difchargc of his Duty, and that, being excluded from all Trade himfclf, 
he may, and we accordingly depend that he be vigilant in watching and detedting all Abules com- 
mitted by others. 

« Hr. Crabb Boulton, 


John Stephenfon, 
J. Crcfwickc, 

G. Colebrooke, 

Ja*. Cockburn, 
Ben. Booth, 

£. H. Cruttenden, 
Geo. Wombwell, 
EdW. Wheler, 
WilK Snell, 
Tho’. Rous, 


Tho*. Saunders, 
Geo. Dudley, 

Perc. Cuft, 

Hen^ Savage, 
Robert Jones, 
John Manlhip, 

F. W. Barrington, 
Luke Scrafton, 
John Roberts, 

J. Pardoe.” (4) 


To prove that the Abufes in the Company's Service continued to encreafe, not- 
withftanding the Regulations made to prevent them, the Witnefs produced Boc^ j 76, 
intituled, “ Bengal Difpatchcs, 25th April 1771, to 10th December 1773.” 

Read, the following Extradl from a General Letter from the Court of Direftors to 
tlie Prefident and Council at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 7th of April 1773, 
beginning at Page 5 1 2 of the fame. 

ai. “ We wifli we could refute the Obfervation, that almoft every Attempt made by us and 
Adminiftr.'itions at your Prcfidcncy for the reforming of Abufes, has rather increafed them, 
and^.ldcd to the Mifcrics of the Country, wc arc anxious to proteft and chcrilb. The Truth 
of thU^bfcrvation appears fully in the late Appointment of Supervifors and Chiefs— infticuted 
as theySt«re, to give Relief to the induftrious Tenants, to improve and enlarge our inveftments, 
to deftroy Monopolies, and retrench Expcnces, the End has by no Means been anfwerable 
to the Inllltution. Are not the Tenants more than ever opprclled and wretched? Are our In- 
vefiments improved ? Has not the raw Silk and Cocoons been raifed upon us 50 per Cent, in 
Price ? We can hardly fay what has not been made a Monopoly t and as to the Expcnces of 
your Prcfidcncy, they arc at length fettled to a Degree wc arc no longer able to fupport. Thele 
Fafts (fof fuch they are) (hould have been Hated to us as capital Reafons why neither our Orders of 
1771, nor indeed any Regulations whatever could be carried into Execution. But, perhaps, as 
this would have proved too much, it Was not fuggefted to us, for nothing could more pUbly 
indicate a State of Anarchy, and that there was no Government cxilling in our Servants in 
Bengal.” 

Read alfo, a further ExtrafV from the fame Book and fame Letter, banning at 
Page 515, as follows. 

■23. " And therefore, when Opprefllon pervades the whole Country, when Youths have been 
fuffered with Impunity to excrcife Sovereign Jurifdiition over the Natives, and to acquire rapid 
Fortunes by monopolizing of Commerce, it cannot be a Wonder to us or yourfclves that Dadney 
Merchants do not come forw.ard to contrad with the Company, that the Manufa^ures find their 
Way through foreign Channels, or that our Invedments are at once enormoufiy dear, and of a 
debufed t^ality. 

'24. “ It is evident then that the Evils which have been fo dellrudlive to us, lie too deep for any 
partial Plans to reach or correft j it is therefore our Refolution to aim at the Root of thofc Evils, 
and we are lia[)py in having Reafon to believe that in every juft and ncceflary Regulation wc 
lhall meet with the Approbation and Support of the Legiflaturc, who confidcr the Publick as 
materially interefted in the Company’s Prosperity. 

75. “ In order toeffeduate this great End, the firft Step muft be to reftorc perfect Obedience 
anti due Subordination to your Adminittration. Our Governor and Council muft rc-aflume and 
exercife il.cir delegated Powers upon every juft Occafion-, punilh Delinquents, cherilh the meri- 
torious, (lilcountcnarice that L.uxury and Diltlpation which, to the Reproach of Government, 
prevailed in Bengal. Our Prefident, Mr. Hauings, wc truft, will fee the Example of Tcm- 
p'-r.ince, (F'conomy, and Application ; and upon this, wc are icnfiblc, much will depend. And 
here we take Occafion to indulge the PIcafure wc have in acknowledging Mr, Haffings’s Services 
upon the Coall of Choromandcl, in conftrucitng, with equal Labour and Ability, the Plan which 


has 


(a) Vide Appendix, N® XCI. 
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bas fo much improved our Inveftments there { and as we are perfuadtd he will perfcvere in the 
fanw lai^dabJe Purfuic through every Branch of our Affairs in Bengal, he. in return, may depend 

on the ftcady Support and Favour of his Employers. & » • > } i’ 

26. » Your Settlement being thus put into a Train of Reform (without which indeed all Re- 
gulations will prove ineffeaual), you are next to revert to the old Syllcm, when the Burinefs of 
your Prefidency was principally performed by our own Servants, who then had Knowledge of our 
Inveftments, and every other Department of our Concerns ; you will therefore fill the Icveral 
Unices with tnc i'aaors and Writers upon your Hilablidiment ; for with our prefenc Appoint- 
ments we are affured there will be fufficient for tliis Pin pole; and thus you will banifti Idlends, 

Difllpation. And here we enjoin you to traniinic to us .1 
faithful and minute State of the Pay, and every known Kinolumcnt of all below' Council i for as 
that even Youths in our Service expend in Kquipage, Scivants, Drcis, and Livings 
infinitely more than our ftated Allowances can afford, we cannot but he anxious to dilcovcr the 
Means by which they are enabled to proceed in this Manner; and indeed fo obnoxious is this 
Conduft to us, and fo injurious in its Oonlequcncc.s, that wc expccil and require you to flicw your 
Difplealure to all fuch as fhall tranfgrels in this relpct!:!:, contralling it at the fame Time with In- 
ftances of Kindnefs towards the fober, frugal, and indullriousd* 


Read alfo, a further Extra6t from the lame Book and func Letter, beginning at 
Page 522 of the fame, as follows : 


" ^8. ** Having, aa we eonceivc, fully inveftigated the Caufes of the Failure of our Inveftments in 
Gpodnefs, Price, and Qiiantity, and, much to our Concern, proved alfo, that almoft every Stream 
has been polluted, we now arm you with our full Powers, to make a complete Reformation. 
The Talk wc arc fcnfible will be arduous; but we rely on your Zeal lor the Service of the 
Company ; and as wc have the Satisfailion to alTurc ouifelves, that you will not mifiilc the Powers 
wc have delegated to you, wc hefitate not to promile you our entire Support and Protedion. 

“ Signed (at the End of the Letter) 


J. Hurlock, 

George Tatcm, 
Edw*^ VVhelcr, 

Tho* Riimbold, 

J. Manlhip, 

Jolhua Smith, 

Hx Crabb Boulton, 


an, p 


L. Sulivan, 

Ja. Cockburj 
J“ Michic^ 

Henry Fletcher, 
Pet. Lafcellcs, 
Th* Dethick, 
Cha* Boddd’ 


The Managers for the Commons next ftated the 24th Seftion of Stat. 13 Geo. IIL 

c. 63. 


To prove the Inftru6lions given by the Court of Direftors to their Governor Ge- 
neral and Council in confcquence of the above-mentioned Statute, the Witnefs j)ro- 
duced Book 58, intituled, “ Bengal Difpatches, 7th January 1774, to 15th Decem- 
ber 1775.” 


Read, from Page 65 of the fame Book, the following Extraft of Inftrudions, from 
the Court of Direftors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, to Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral John Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Harwell Efquije, 
and Philip Francis Efquire, Counfellors conftituted and appointed tlie Governor 
General and Council olr the faid United Company’s Prefidency of Fort William, in 
Bengal, by an Aft of Parliament pafled in the laft Seffion, intituled, “ An Aft for 
cftablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” 


“ Signed 


Edward Wheler, 
John Harrifon, 
Jn’ Woodhoufe, 
Samuel Peach, 
Frcd'‘ Pigou, 
Daniel Weir, 
W™ James, 

T. B. Rous, 
George Cuming, 


Jofeph Sparkes, 

Pet. Lafccllcs, 

Ch' Boddam, 

John Michie, 

Cha* Chambers junior,' 
RJ Hall, 

John Smith, 

George Tatem.** 


Par. 31. “ Wc diredt, that you duly pay to the Governor General, to each of the Council, 
to the Chief Jufticc, and to each of the Judges, the fcveral Salaries cftablithed by the faid Aft, 
obferving, at the fame Time, that thole ample Salaries given to them by Parliament, are to ^ 

® r in 
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in lieu of all Fees of Office, Pcrquifitcs, Emoluments, or Advantages whatfoever, and therefore 
that we arc not to be at any turihcr Expence on their Account; and as the Officers of the Court 
arc to be allowed fuch Salaries as (hall be approved by the Governor General and Council, we 
recommend the Itridtcft Frugality in that Refpeft, and direft that no greater Allowances be made 
to any of them than their rcipedivc Stations (hall require. 

Par. 32. Bur, in confideration of our Refpeft for Watren Haftlngs Efq. we direft that he 
continue to enjoy our principal Houfe, together with the Plate and Furniture both in Town and 
Country.’* 

Read alfo, further Extrad from the fame Book, and fame Inftrudions, beginning 
at Page 67, as follows. 

Par, 35. “ We direft that you immediately caufc the ftrifteft Entjuiry to be made into all Op- 
prefnons which may have been committed either againft the Natives or Europeans, and into all 
Abufes that may have prevailed in the Qollcftion of the Revenues, or any Part of the Civil Go- 
vernment of the Prcfidcncy, and that you communicate to us all Information which you may be 
able to learn relative thereto, or to any DifTipation or Embezzlement of the Company’s Money,” (a) 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XCII. 
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Die Martis, 12 " Mail 1789 . 


TT *1^,1 jr' tjieir Places, the Houfe rcfumed, the ufual Proclamations 

♦i^A/r ’ 1 appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 

tlie Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge. 

The Managers for the Commons Bated, that previous to the laft Piece of Evidence 
produced, namely, the Inftruftions fent out by the Court of Diieftors to Mr. Haft- 
mgs, enjoining him to abftain from the Receipt of Prefents, they wiflied to have 
read a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Court of Direftors, dated the nth Nov. 
1773, m which Mr. Haftings exprefles himfelf fatisfied with the Regulations which 
let Inm out of the Reach of all Temptations ; but that they had not been able to find 
It. There was, however, an Abftraft Book kept in the India Houfe of all Letters 
received, by which they offered to prove the Exiftence of that Letter; that there 
was alfo a Copy of it in the Report of the Secret Committee of the Ploufe of 
Common^ which, though they could not prove, upon Oath, to have been compared 
with the Original, and attefted to be a true Copy, they fubmitted, under all the Cir- 
cumftances of the Cafe, was admiffible Evidence. 


The Counfel for the Defendant objefted, that the printed Reports of the I^ufe of 
Commons wcix not Evidence of the Contents of any Inftruments with whick>^ney have 
not been fpecincally compared. 


The Houle alked the Managers for the Commons, whether the Report was printed 
from the Original Letter, or from a Copy of it? And informed them, that it would 
be neceflary for them to prove, firft, that fuch a Letter did exift j next, that no Original 
Letter was to be found j and laftly, that the Paper produced was a Copy of the Ori- 
ginal; till when, a Copy could not be given in Evidence. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in ; and alked. 

Have you made a Search in the Records of the India Houfe for a Letter of the iith of 
November 1773 ? 

A. I have. 


Q. And you found no fuch Letter ? 

A. I do not find it. 

Whether there is not an Abftraa Book kept at the India Houfe of all Letters received f 
A. There is an Abftradt Book ot Letters received in general— and an Article is entered in it, 
purporting to be an Abftraft of a Letter from Mr. Haftings of the iith November 1773. 

a Lord.) Have you that Abftrad Book ? 

A. 1 have. 


('By Counfel.) Who made that Abftratft ? 

A. I do not know. I know the Hand-writing. 

(By a Lord.) Who keeps the Book ? 

A. It is a Book kept in the O/ficc for the Purpofe of entering the Abftrads of Letters received 
from Bengal. 

CXi ("By a Lord.) In whofc Hand -writing ? 

A. It appears to be the Hand-writing of a Clerk in the India Houfe. 


The Managers fbr the Commons ftated, that as tlie Clerk was not attending, they 
would poftpone the Confideration of this Point for the prefent. 

To prove Mr. Haftings’s own Senfe of the A <51 of Parliament, the Witnefs pro- 
duced Book 178, intituled, “ Copy of the complete Book of Correfpondence delivered 
in to the Board by Colonel Alexander Champion, with his Addrefs of the * February, • 
recorded in Confultation the 9th Febru.ary 1775.” 

1 1 O Read, 


Sic in Ofi|* 
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Read, a Letter from the Board at Fort William to Colonel Champion, dated a9th 
Augufl: 1774, beginning at Page 243 of the fame Book. 

‘‘ Sir, 

« The honourable the Prefident and Sded Committee, having thought proper to refer to our 
Confideration jour Letter to the Prefident of the 8th inltant, with Copy ot the Vizier’s incloied, 
informing him of a Donation of Seven Lacks of Rupees granted by the Vizier to the Army in 
adiial Service under your Command, by his Obligation payable in Six Months, we have chofen 
to avoid any Difcufllon on the Propriety of this Mcafurc, as we find ourlclves precluded from a 
Dccifion upon it by an exprefs Claufe in the late Atl of Kirliament, tranlmitted us by the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Diredtors, wliicli prohibits the Servants ot the Company, Civil or Military, 
from receiving any Prefents upon any Pietcnce whaiLcver. For your better Information we fend 
you inclofld a Copy of the faid Claufe, which will doubrlefs appear to you a lufficient Reafon for 
113 to refiife our Affent to the Acceptance of this Gifr. 

‘‘ We arc with efteem, 

Sir, 

‘‘ Fort William, the 29th Aug. 1774. Your mod obedient humble Servants, . 

(Signed) Warren Hading?, 

Rec^ Scpt^ zz '. W*". Alderfey, 

P, M. Dacres, 

James Laurell, 

J* Graham, 

N. Grueber.** 


Read, alfo, fjom the fame Hook, the following Letter from Mr. Haftings to Colonel 
Champion, dated Fort William, 31ft Auguft 1774, beginning at Page 248 of the 
fame Book. 

Dear Sir, 

** Is :civcd your Favour of the 8th inflant on the 27th, as I was on the IVn t '* d’fpatching 
Letters \^h I had already written and doled to the Vizier, the Rcridenr, and you ' on t’lc 
Subjed or^ie Vizier’s Intentions communicated to me by Mr. Nath. Middleton, to reward the 
Services of the llrin^aJc in the Manner in which your Letter informs me he has finre carried into 
Kxecution. Your Letter placing the Subject in a new Point of View, determined me to fufpend 
my Difpatclies until I had taken the Senfe of the Members of tlic Committee upon their Contents. 
By their Advdee I now forward to you the Letter which I had bci(;re prepared j and I am auiho- 
riled by Medrs, Alderfc'y and Dacres to declare that they c(mcur with me in the Sentiments therein 
exprefled. Your Letter I have laid before them in Select Committee, and it was agreed to refer it 
to the Council at large, as we did not think ourlelves, as a Committee, aiuhorifed to give ''ur 
Afient to the Donation, the Mode of it not being llriftly conformable to ilie pall Refolutions of 
the Board, nor, confidered in rcfpe6l to the Time, to the Order of the Court of Direftors : It was 
accordingly referred, and the ‘ Board readily confented to give their Sanction to the Vizier’s Dona- 
‘ non, and to empower ilie Froops to receive it. But tlicy could not help dilapproving of the 
‘ Manner in which this TranfadUon had been conduelcd, for the (ollowing Reafons ; — Becaufe ic 
‘ was more the Appearance of a Stipulation made for futu e Services, than a Return of Gratitude 
‘ for j)alL, becaufe, by the Declaration of the Vizier, which provides againft a Rcfulal -mi my 
‘ Parc, and by your own Publication of his Intention to the Army, ^^'cwilhilandi^g the Rclervc 
‘ admitted of tlie Sanction of Government, the Goveinment is in Pdfcel: precluded from deciding 
‘ upon it; and becaufe in both thefe Points of View, the Donation is repugnant to the Senfe of 
‘ the (lOurt of Diredors in the Order above alluded to,’ In this Manner the Board had formeef 
their Dcieiminafion •, but it did not then occur to us to conlult the new Ad ot Parliament i a 
vSurmile on this Subject was only fuggdled before we broke up. Upon a Reference however to 


Claufe in the Ad (to be in Force 
grant, and exprcfsly p.ohibits the 
Co[)y of this Clatilc, alihough I 


it, I was much ilifappomted, and lurry to find that our liuent-ons were entirely defeated by a 

prlvci 

after the ill Air;uft 1771) which ’‘^divelts us of the Power to 
Army to receive, the Nabob’s intended Donation. 1 cnclofe a 
make no l)(*iil)t of your having received the Ad from your 
Correipondcins. Agreeable to die politive Senfe of this Claulc, notwuhllanding it is exprefled inch- 
vidtialiy, there is not a Doubt but the Army is included with all other Perfons in tlie Prolfibitioii 
from leceiving Piclenis or Donations ; a Confirmation of which is, that in the Claulc of Kxccp- 
tions» wherein “ Counlellors at J^avv, Phyficians, Suigeon?, and Chaplains, are permitted to 
leceive the Furs annexed to d.eir IVoLfinn,” no Mention whatever is made oi any L.atitude 
given to the Army, or any Circinnitanccs wh.rein it would be allowable for them to receive 
Prelcnts. 'i’his l*oint, ic Iccins, was particularly debated in the lloufe. Lord Clive dated 
the Cafes wherein he thougiic ic would be proper and ncccffury to allow the Army to re- 
ceive Gratuiti.s or Prefents ; hut his Reafoning was over ruled, nnd no Exception admitted 
in favour of the Army. 'Phis unlucky Difcovery of an HKcliifion by Ad of. Parliament, which 
admits of no Abatement or Lvjlion wherever its Authority extends tenders a Revifal of our 

5 Proceedings 
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Proceedings necelTary, svid leaves no Option to our Decifion ; it is not like the Ordinances of the 
Court of pireftors, where a favourable Conilrudion may be put, and feme Room is left for the 
interpofuion of the Authority veiled in ourfelvcs j but pofitive and ilccifive, admitting neither of 
Refinement nor MilconftrUtSion. I fliould be happy if, in this Inllanee, a Method could be 
devifed of fetcing the Aft afide, which I Ihould moll willingly embrace ; but, in my Opinion, an 
Oppofition would be to incur the Unalty.]^ § (« The molt eligible Plan that I can think of in 
iheprefcnt CircLimftanccs, is, for the Aclnhniftration to receive the Sum intended by the Vizier 
“ as a Donation to the Brigade, and dcpofit it in the Company’s Cafli ; to proceed to the Cal- 
<< culation of the Proportion due to each Individual of the Army, to make a public Record of 
the Name of every Perfon entitled to a Share, with the exaft Sum fpecified which is due to 
him; by which Means, if the Donation (hould be admitted, ihe Right and Property of every 
Individual will be cxadtly afeertained, and fixed beyond the PofTibility of any future Pvent to 
‘‘ alter, equally recoverable whether he may be in the Service or removed from it, and, in cafe of 
Death, attainable to the Heirs or Executors of the Deceafed. This appears to me the belt I’x- 
pedient for the intcreft of the Army ; but as I do not know your Seniimenrs upon it, nor the 
general Senfe of the Army, I have not offered it to the public Confidcration of the Board. 
The Propofal, if approved, will come with greateft Propriety from you ; and 1 can venture 
to affure you, that the Members of Adminillration will readily adopt ir, and that they will 
ftrongly recommend the Vizier’s Donation to the Approbation of the Court of Direftors ; 
or, if the Power of granting Acceptance fiiould not be veiled in them, that the Parliament may 
“ be petitioned in Favour of their Army. As I confidently hope that the IfTue of fuch an Ap- 
plication would be favouialdc, the only Inconvenience to the Army will be the Delay in the 
‘‘ Payment of their Shares, which I (hall endeavour to prevent from becoming a l.ofs to them, 
by propofing the Payment of Intercft for the Loan of their Money to the Company. — Since 
wiiting the firft Parc of this Ixttcr, the Board have re-confidcred the Subjcil of the Dona- 
t’on ; and as it ap 'tired to them that their former Refolution, with tlieir Remarks upon the 
Mode of accepting rhe Donation, might fugged Arguments to invalidate the Claim of 
‘‘ Army, whicn now > » .h reft upon a Reference home, they agreed to give up every Confi^Wation 
refpc&ing the T“anGv‘^lon of this Bufinefs to the Intcreft of the Army, and to fuppn|jB every 
Circumftance jiignt afted their Plea with the Court of Diredors, refting -fltc Matter 
“ fold; vp''*" 1 of Parliament, and entirely obliterating their former Proceedings. You 

‘‘ h with thi ive a Letter from the Board, and with it a Copy of the Claufe of the Ad 
of ' v'^^’ch prevents me from lending it, as I have mentioned above. 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

' Fort '""’dliam, “ Your moft obedient Servant, 

he -Jill Aug. 1774. (Signed) Warren Hallings.)’’ § 

Sep ember 27 J. 

To j^rove th< Orders given by the Court of Direftors againft the Receipt of 
NdV.irs, 

Read f’om Book 58, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a feparate 
ge!»er ’ L,e'ter from the Court of Diredors to the Governor General and Council at 
Fort )Viludin, in Bengal, dated the 1 5th December J775, beginning at Page 779 of 
the <'ame Book. 

43 “ 2VS the Cuflom of receiving complimentary Nazirs, or Prefents, is not only liable to 
Abul'e, but alfo contrary to the late Aft of Parliament for regulating India Affairs, we much ap* 
prove the Determination of the M.iiority to refufc all fuch Prefents j and direft that Itrift Obe- 
dience be paid to the faid Aft, not only by all the Members of our Council, but by every Perfon 
in our Service, and by all Briiilh Subjefts refiding in India under our Proteftion. 

Signed (at the End of the Letter) 

“ Ch* Boddam, John Harrifon, 

Pet. Lafcelles, John Roberts, 

Tho’ Rumbold, W“ James, 

J. Stables, G. Wombcll, 

Edw' Whcler, Rob* Gregory, 

Jn. Woodhoufe, John Michie, 

W. Devaynes, Fred'* Pigou.” 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they fltould next proceed to prove the 
Removal of Mahomet Reza Khan from the Office of Guardian to the Nabob—thc 
Nature of that pffice, and the Orders of the Court of Direftors as to the Mode ot 

filling it up. 

Readf 



t Dept. 


ulent’s 
Kite in- 
ning the 
rd ot the 
urcuf Ma- 
led Keia 
m and hia 
van. 

ic in Orig. 


:rct Df pt. 
lurlday. 


( 972 ) 


Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Exb’aft of a Conful- 
tation of the 28th April 1772, beginning at Page 93 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, a8th April 1772. 
At a Confultation } Prefent, 

“ The Right Honourable Warren Ha(l||gs Efquire, Prcfident j 
William Alderfcy, 

Philip M. Dacrcs, 

Thomas Lane, 

Richard Barwcll, . rr 

James Hams, * ^ 

James Lawrell, 

Henry Goodwin, 

John Graham, 


“ The Prcfident informs the Board, that in confcquencc of Orders received from the Secret 
Committee, by the Lapwing, and referred to in Paragraph the * of the general Letter from the 
Court of Directors which accompanied it, he has fent Inftrudlions to Mr. Middleton to arreft the 
Perfons of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Rajah Aumcret Sing his Dewan, and to fend them under a 
Guard to Calcutta •, that he has received Advice from Mr. Middleton, that the fame has accord- 
ingly been put into Execution. This Letter to Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Middleton’s in Reply, 
he dcfires may ftand on the Proceedings. 

Signed (at the End of the Confultation) 

Warren Haftings, 
W. Alderfey, 
Thomas Lane, 
James Harris.” (a) 


alfo, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 7th of May 1772, be- 
ginniiVjT at Page 122 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 7th May 1772. 

“ At a Confultation •, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Prcfident j ' 

William Alderfey,! 


Pliilip M. Dacrcs, { 
1 homas Lane, 
Richard Barwcll, 
J.an)cs Harris, 
James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, 
John Grah.am, 


\ Efqu ires. 


“ Resolved, The Secretary do collcdt from the general Letter the Subftance of the Company’s 
Charges againft Mahomed Rcz.i Cawn, digefted into Articles of Accufation, and lay them before 
the Board, that when they have received Approbation, a Publication may be made requiring all 
Perfons, who may have any Thing to oiTt r upon thefe Matters, to produce them to the Prcfident and 
Council at Fort William, as it would be improper that Mahomed Reza Cawn (hould retain the 
Office of Naib Soubah, when he has been diverted of his Station of Naib Dewan « and as it refts 
with the Nabob to remove him from that Port, it is agreed that he (hall be addrciTcd by the 
Prcfident. (^) (Not figned). 


To Ihcw the Nature of Mahomet Reza Khan's Office, the Witnefs produced Book 
J90, intituled, “ Collimbazar Committee Circuit Proceedings at Kimenagur, loth 
June to 17th September 1772, with Airpendix.” 

Read, the following Extiacl from the Proceedings of a Committee of Circuit of 
the I ith July 1772, beginning at Page 20S of the lame Book. 


“ Coffimbazar, the itth July 1772. 
“ At a Committee; Prefenf, 

1 he Honourable Warren Haftings Prcfident; 

Samuel Middleton, ! 

Philip Milner Dacics, ' 

James l.awicll, and 
Jolm Gialum, 


y EUpiircs. 


“ N“ 6. 

“ The Office of Naib Soubah, according to its oiiginal Conftitution, comprehends the Super* 
intendency of the Nabob’s Education, the. Management of his Houlchold, the Regulation of his 


(.1) ViJc Appendix, N" XClll. 


(i) Vide Appendix. N» XCIV. 

Expenccs, 
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Exp^nces, rfie RrpKfmtatioa of his Pcribn, the Chief Adnainiilratioii of JuHice; the idling of 
all Orders, and Diredion of all Mcafuret which fefpcd the Goveroment and Police of the Pro- 
vinces, the Condiid of all publick Negotiations, and Ejtecurion of Treaties •, in a Word, every 
Branch of Executive Governmenr, We do not mention the Military Command, that having been 
by freaty ceded to the Company : But even this great Charge cannot be wholly alienated liom the 
Naib Soubah, if there is one, fince, by virtue of his Office, it is his Nam^ which mull authorile 
every Ad of Compulfion with regard to the European Companies. 

(Signed at the End,) Warren Hatlings, 

P. M. Dacrcs, 

James l.awrcll, 
j. Graham.’' (<j) 


To prove the Orders of the Court of Direftors relative to the Mode of filling up the 
above mentioned Office, 

Read, from Book 176 already delivered in, tlie following Extract of a Letter from 
the Court of Diredors to the Piefident and Council at Fort William, in Bengal, 
dated 28th Auguft 1771, beginning at P. 107 of the fame Book. 

Par. 24. " Though we have not a Doubt but that by the Exertion of your Abilities, and the 
Care and Affiduity of our Servants in the SujKrinrciu'cncy of the Revenues, tlic Colledions will be 
conduded with more Advantage to the Company and Eafc to the Natives, than by means of a 
Naib Duan, we arc fully fcnfible of the Expediency of fiipporting fome oftcnfible Minilter in the 
Company’s Intcreft at the Nabob’s Court, to tranl'ad the political Affairs of the Circar, and intcr- 
pofe between the Company and the Subjeds of any European Power, in all C.ifes wherein they 
may thwart our Intcrell, or encroach on our Authority and as Mahomet Reza Cawn can no 
longer be confidered by us as one to whom Inch a Power c m fafely be committed, we trull to your 
local Knowledge, the Scledion of fome Perlon well qualified for the Alfairs of Government, and 
of whofe Attachment to the Company you (hall be well alfured. — Such Perfon you will recom- 
mend to the Nabob, to fuccccd Mahomed Reza, as Miniller of the Government, and Guard***? 
of the Nabob’s Minority j and we perfuade ourlclvcs, that the Nabob will pay fuch Rj^ard to 
your Recommendation as to invert him with the neccffiiry Power and Authority. Jr 

25. “ As the Advantages which the Company may receive from the Appointmenfv!! fuch Mi- 
nirtcr will depend on his Reaclincfs to promote our Views and advance our Intercft, we arc willing 
to allow him fo libeial a Gratification as may excite his Zeal, and enfure his Attachment to the 
Company, we thcicforc empower you to grant to the Perfon, whom you fhall think worthy of 
this Truft, an annual Allowance, not exceeding Three Lacks of Rupees, which we confider not 
only as a munificent Reward for any Services he fhall render the Comp.iny, but fufficient to en- 
able him to fupport his Station with fuitablc Rank and Dignity. And here we muft add, tliat in 
the Choice you (hall make of a Perfon to be the adive Miniftcr of the Nabob’s Governmenr, we 
hope and trurt, that you will (hew yourlclves worthy of tlie Confidence we have placed in you, by 
being afluated therein by no other Motives than thole of the public Good, and the Safety and In- 
lercil of the Company. 

26. “ As the Difburfements of the Sums allotted to the Nabob, for the Maintenance of his 
Houfchold and Family, and the Support of his Dignity, will pafs tlirough the Hands of tlic Miniller 
who fhall befeletrtcd by you, conformable to our preceding Orders, weexpeft that you will require 
fuch Minirtcr to deliver annually to your Board a regular and exadl Account of the Application of the 
fcveral Sums paid by the Company to the Nabob. 

“ This you will (Iriclly examine •, and we truft that you will not fufifer any Part of the Nabob’s 
Stipend to be appropriated to the Minifter’s own Ufe, or wafted among the unncccfTary Idcpcndants 
of the Court i but that the whole Amount be applied to the Purpolcs for which it was afligned 
by us. 


Signed (at the End of the Letter) 


Jn" Michic, 
Daniel Wicr, 
George Cuming, 
Kicb'' Bolanqucr, 
Edw< Wheler, 

J. Hurlock, 

John Roberts, 
Jolluia Smith, 
John Harrifon, 


J. Purling, 

Geo. Dudley, 

Henr Savage, 

Fred’* Pigou, 

L Suhvan, 

J. Manfhip, 

Ja. Cockburn, 

W'" James, 

Peter du Cane jim',” 


To (hew Mr. Haftings’s own Opinion of the Qualifications neceffiu y for the Office 
of Guardian to the Nalwb, 


Rcad^ 


(<») Vid* Appendix, N* XCV, 

JI P 
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Read, from Book 12, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Confultation, 
dated Fort William, 14th September 1775, beginning at Page 254 of the fame Book. 

“ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable G« 0 '‘gc Monfon, 

S' Efqul-es. 

Philip Francis, J ^ 


“ To the Honourable the Court of Dirciilors, &c. 

“ You willexpcft, that in the Proceedings againil the Begum the ftrideft Regard" will have 
been paid to her Honour, and every fcrupulous Attention oblerved which the Delicacy of the 
Oriental Manners preferibes with refped): to her Sex, and her Rank and Character particularly 
demand ; and that in the Choice of her Succcflbr due Confideration has been paid to the Requi* 
fites for fo tiiftinguilhed a Charge i that his Rank is fuch as at lead may not wound the Nabob’s 
Honour, or leflen his Credit in the Eftimation of the People, by the magillerial Command which 
the new Guardian mud excrcife over him i with Abilities and Vigor of Mind equal to the Support 
of that Authority, and the World will expert that the Guardian be efpecially qualified by his own 
acquired Endowments to difeharge the Duties of that Relation, in the Education of his young 
Pupil, to infpire him with Sentiments fuitable to the Dignity of his Birth, and to indruft him in 
the Principles of his Religion. 

(Signed at the End of the Letter) 

“ Warren Hadings. 

(Signed at the End of the Confultation) 

“ Warren Hadings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monlon, 

R. Barwel), 

P. Francis.” (a) 

Th?i|Managers for the Commons dated, that they Hiould next prove that Ahteram 
ul DowRIh*, the Nabob’s Uncle, applied to fuccced to tlte abovementioned t)lfice, and 
that Mr. Ilaftings refufed him, upon a Pretence which they would lh«w to be falfe. 

Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extrad of a Confulta- 
tion of the 2ift May 1772, beginning at Page 152 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, 2 id May 1772. 
“ At a Confultation*, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire, Prefident } 

William Aldcrfcy, 

Philip M. Dacrcs, 

Thomas Lane, 

Richard Barwcll, > Efquircs, 

James Harris, 

James Lawrcll, 

Henry Goodwin, 

Mr. Graham at the City. 


“ Read the following Letter from Moorfhedabad. 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c.— -Membcn 
of Council in their Secret Department at Fort William. 

“ Honourable Sir and .Sirs, 

“ Enclofed we tranfmit you a Copy of a Petition delivered to us by the Nabob Ahteram ul 
Dowla, and beg to fubmit the Subieft thereof to your Confideration, remarking that we are in- 
formed he is, as he rcprcfcntSj’the elded furviving Branch of Mecr J..ffier’s Family. We mud 
allb obftyve to you the Necefllty there is for ^edily appointing a Naib to the Nizamut, as the 
Bufinefs of that Department, particularly the Courts of Jufticc, as well here as in the Moffuflu), 
is lufpended for want of a Perfon properly authorifed to confirm the Decrees of the fevcral Courts 
of Judice, and to pafs Sentence on Criminals, befides various otlicr Matters of Bufinefs wherein 
the interpofition of the Soubah is immediately ncccdary. 

“ We are, with Refpeft, &c. 

Samuel Middleton, 

“ Moorfhedabad, George Hurd, 

May 18, 1772. John Bajhoe, 

Alexander Higginfon.’* 

Signed, at the End of the Confultation, 

“ Warren Hadings, Thomas Lane,' 

W“ Aldcrfey, James Harris.” 


(«) Vide Appendix, N* XCVI. 
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^ Read, alfo, the following Extrafl from the fame Book, and fame Confultation, 
ginning at Page i6i of the fame Book. 

** From Ateram ul Dowlali. 

From the bountiful Favour of the Englifti Company, and the Friendfhip of their Governor and 
Council, the Nabob Mccr Maiiomed Jaffier Ally Cawn, my elder Brother, was appointed to tiu: 
Soubahdarry ot Bengal and Bahar, who in promoting the Welfare of the Company, and meriting 
the Approbation ot the Governor an<.i Council, exerted himlclf to the utmoll. This was manifclt to 
the Gentlemen and to the World. After the Nabob’s Dcceafe, tlie Governor and Council 
having a Regard to his former Merits, and preferving a Friendlhip for him, ronfjrmcd his Sons 
in the Sncceliion to the Soubajularry. Mahomed Reza Cawn being now by tlic Orders of the 
Company difmifled from his Office of Naib, the Bhegum fent lor me from ktjcmchal, and fays, 
“ All the principal Relations of the Nabob Jnfficr Ally Cawn being now deccafeJ, there is no One left 
of fufficient Rank and Maturity of Years to take Care of the Family — You are now the eldeil 
of the Branch, do you confent to take upon yourfelf the Office of Ncabuc Nizamut, for ihould 
any Stranger be appointed, he will apply himfclf to the Acquirement of a Livelihood, whilll our 
Affairs will be negleded, and ourfclves reduced to Diflrefs.” As in order to afford Satisfaftion to 
the Family of the deceafed Nabob, it is incumbent on me to exert myfclf to the utmoft of my 
Power in the Management of the Affairs of the Nabob Mobarck ul Dowlah and the Bhegum, 
there being no other of Age fufficient for the Trull *, fo I am therefore hopeful that the Gentlemen 
of Council, will out of the Frienclfliip of their Hearts appoint me to the Neabut Nizamut, or 
Naib under the Niziin, becaufe in that confifts the Satisfaction of the Nabob and Bhegum.** 

(A true Tranflation). 


Read, alfo, from Page 163 of the fame Book, and fame Confultation, the follow- 
ing ExtraiSl:. 

“ Ordered the Enclofurc be entered after tlie Proceedings. 

“ The Board think it advifcablc for the prefent to lulpend their Choice of a Naib Soubah.”^ 

To fliew the Pretences upon which Mr. Haftings refufed to appoint At^m ul 
Dowlah, 

Read, from Book 194, already delivered in, the following Extract of duplicate 
Copy of a Letter from the Governor (General to the Secret committee ol the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors for the Affairs ot the Honourable United Haft 
India Company, dated iff September 1772, beginning at Paragraph 11 of the fame. 

Par. ii. “ The only Man who could pretend to luch a Triilt was the Nabob Yercfani o' 
Dowla, the Brother of Meer Jaffier ; a Man indeed of no dangerous Abilities, nor appaient Am- 
bition, but the Father of a numerous Family, wlio, by his being brought fo nigh to ilie Mulniid, 
would have acquired a Right of Inheritance to the Subahlhip -. and if only One of his .Sons, who 
are all in the Prime of Life, Ihould have raifed iris Hopes to tlie SucccITion, it would liavc been 
in his Power at any Time to remove the fingle Obllaclc which the Nabob’s Life oppofed to the 
Advancement of the Family; the Guardian at Icaft would have been the Nazim while the Mino- 
rity lalled, and all the Advantages which the Company may hope to derive from it, in the Cpn- 
fimiation of their Power, would have been loft, or could only have been maintained by a Conten- 
tion hurtful to their Rights, or by a Violence yet more exceptionable. I he Cafe would be 
much the fame were any other Man placed in that Station. The Truth is, that the Aftaiis of 
the Company ftand at prelent on a hooting which can neither laft as it is, nor be maintained on 
the rigid Principles of priv.ue Juftice. You mull cftablilh your own Power ; or you miift hold ic 
dependant on a Superior, which 1 deem to be impofliblc. 

« Cofllmbuzar, (Signed) “ Warren Haftings.” {n) 

ift September 1772. 


To prove Mr. Haftings’s own Opinion of the Truth of the above Reprefentation, 

Read, from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Committee 
of the ab’th July 1772* beginning at Page 282 of the lame Book. 


“ CoIIimbazar, the 28th July 
“ At a Committee; Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Prefident; 

Samuel Middleton, 


1772. 


Efquires. 


P. Milner Dacres, 

James Lawrcll, 

John Graham, 

“ The Prefident delivers in the following Minute. . ^ . , 

‘‘ But wh.atever may have been the Conduft of Rajah Nundcomar in a different Station, and 
former Occafions, the Prefident cannot lorm an Idea of any Danger to which the Company’s 


^a) Vide Appendix) U* XCVU. 
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tnterefts can be expofed by hi* Influence with hi* Son in the Office which i» now propofed for the 
latter No Situation of our Affairs could enable the Nabob, or any Perfbn connected with 
him, *to avail himfdt by any immediate or hidden Aft, of the flendcr Means which he has left to 
infrins" our Power or enlarge his own. He has neither a military Force, Authority in the Coun* 
try, foreign Co-meftions, nor a Treafury. A Defign of fuch a Nature (if ever prafticablc) can 
only take Elfea by a long Train of concerted Events, and muft be the uninterrupted Work of 
Years. But, as it ha', been repeatedly remarked, the Father having no Troll or Authority, nor 
the Son Abilities equ .l to fo great an Enterprize, the flighteft Sufpicion will be lufficient to remove 
the former, and fiultratc ev-..y Hope ot the Kind for ever. 

(Signed at the End) « Warren Haflings, 

P. M. Dacr(s, 

James Lawrelli 
J. Graham." 


Monday. 


The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next proceed to prove the Im- 
propriety of the Appointment of Mutiny Begum, firft, by lliewing who (he was. 

Read, from Book ii, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the 24th July 1775, beginning at Page 700 of the fame Book. 


“ Fort William, the 24th July 1775. 
“ At a Confultation ; Prelcnt, 

The Honourable Warren Haflings, Governor General, Prcfidcntj 
Lieutenant General John CUveringi 
The I lonourable George Monfon, 


Picharcl liarv/ell, 
Miilip Francis, 


jEfq uires. 


“ Every Day’s News is tranfmitted you, from which you will be acquainted with .ill Partiru- 
I cnclole you a Paper containing an Account of the Bhegums of Jafficr Ally Cawn, and I 
hopc^u will fend me a ipeedy Anl'wcr. 

P.apcr inclofed in the foregoing. 

“ Shah Chanim deceafed was Siller to the Nabob Mahabut Jung by the fame Father, but dif- 
ferent Mothers ; (he married Mcer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, by whom fhe had a Son and a 
UaU'ditcr, the Name of the former was Mcer Mahomed Sadduc Ally Cawn, and the latter was 
marred to Mecr Mahomed CofTiin Cawn. Sadduc Ally Cawn had Two Sons and Two Daugh- 
ters •, the Sons Names are Mcer Sydoo and McerSobcen, who arc now living! the Daughters 
were iii.irricd to Sultan Merza Daood. 

“ Biiboo Blieguin, the Mother of the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah, was the Daughter of 
Summin Ally Cawn, and married Mcer Mahomed Jafficr Cawn. The Hiftory of Munny Bhegum 
is this : At a Village called Balcunda, near Sekindra, there lived a Widow who, from her great 
‘ Poverty, not being able to bring up her Daughter Munny, gave her to a Slave Girl belonging to 
Summin Ally Cawn, whofc Name was Biffoo. During the Space of Five Years fhe lived at 
Shahjehunabad, and was educated by Bilf >0 after the Manner of a Dancing Girl. Afterwards the 
Nabob Shamut Jung, upon the Marriage of Ikram ul Dowlah, Brother to the Nabob Surage ul 
Dowkih, fciit for Bilfoo Beg’s Set of dancing Girls from Shahjehanabad, of which Munny Bhegum 
was one, and allowed them 10,000 Rupees for their Expenccs, to dance at the Wedding. While 
this Ceremony was celebrating they were kept by the Nabob-, but fomc Months afterwards he 
dirmilll-d them, and tliey took up their Rcfidcncy in this City. Mecr Mahomed JalHcr Cawn then 
took them into keeping, and allowcil Munny and her Set 500 Rupees per Month 1 till at length 
•Skin Oiig. finding that Munny was pregnant, he took her into her* own Houle. She gave Birth to the 
Nabob Nijum ul Dowlah, and in this Manner has flic remained in the Nabob’s Family ever 
fincc." (f/j 


To prove the Opinion of the Prefident and Council of the Appointment of her 
natural Son to the Government upon a former Occafion, by Bribery and Corruption, 

Read, the following Extraft of a general Letter from the Board to the Scleft Com- 
mittee of the Court of Direftors, dated 30th September 1765, from the printed Evi- 
dence fupra, Page 955. 


“ A Treaty was hailily drawn up by the Board, or rather tranferibed, with few unimportant 
Additions, from that concluded with Mcer Jalfier and a Deputation, conlifting of Meffrs. John- 
flonc Senior, Middleton, and Lcyccllcr, appointed to raife the Natural Son of the dcceafcd Nabob 
to tlic Subahdarry, in prejudice of the Claim of the Grandfon. 

Signed, at the End, Clive, 

W " B. Sumner, 

John Carnac, 

H. Vcrelft, 


Fr' Sykes.” 
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To prove that Munny Begum had no Right to the Superioiity of the Fanuly, and 
that the Nabob had a Mother living who had a Right to it, but was difpoffcfled by 
Mr. HaRings, though fhe had been placed in that Situation by the Onler of the 
Council, the Witnels produced Book 199, intituled, “ 1770, 1771, Bengal Country 
Correfpondence received.” 

Read, the following Letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Governor General, 
dated May zzd. 

“ From Mahomed Reza Cawn, May lad. 

“ With refpeft to your Excellency’s Obfervations concerning the Begums, the true State of the 
Affair is this : The moft refpeded of all Myr Jaffier’s Begums, for Manners and Family, was 
the Mother of Sadek Aly Cawn. After the Death of Sadek Aly Cawn, as Nigim ul Uowlah was 
the next Son, his Mother rofe to the Preeminence. After Myr Jafficr’s Death, when the Nezamet 
devolved to Nigim ul Dowlah, his Mother derived her Claims from her Son’s Station as Nazim, 
and whilft Syfe ul Dowlah pofTeffed the Government, flic was upheld in the fame Dignity. As Refpeft 
is due to all the Wifes * of Myr Jaffier, and the Mother of Nezim ul Dowlah has been confidered in * sic in Oiij. 
the Firft Place by Two Brothers, perhaps it would be proper to give tliem an equal Share of Rank 
and Authority, though the Right is in the Mother of Mebarck ul Dowlah. Whatever your Ex* 
cellency thinks molt advifeable, your Servant will, in Concert with Mr. Becher, execute and 
advife you thereof.” 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from the Begum Baboo, dated 
June 15th. 

“ From the Begum Bebu, June 15th. 

“ I have received your moft gracious I.ettcr, acquainting me that you direfted the Nabob 
Mahomed Reza Cawn and Mr. Bccher to inveft me with the Honours and R f of formci^ sic in Orlg. 
Begums j and To-day, which is the e3d of Sefer, according to your Excellency’s Commai^s,<^!!c 
Nabob and Mr. Becher vifited me in the Kcllah, and gave me Charge of the Houfe^d. I 
have not Words to acknowledge my Senfc of your Excellency’s Favours, and hope for tlj/Continu- 
ance of them.” 

To fliew that Baboo Begum was aftually invefted with the Superiority of her Family 
by Mahomed Reza Cawn, in Right of her being the Mother of the Nabob, 

Read, alfo, a further Extract from the fame Book, as follows : 

“ From Mahomed Reza Cawn, June aoth. 

Acquainting the Governor of the above Tranfaclions.” 

Read, alfo, a further Extract from the fame Book, as follows : 

“ From Mebarck ul Dowlah, June ioth. 

On the fame SubjcA, and expreflIng his Satisfadion at the Regulation which has taken Place 
in his Family.” 

The Managers for the Commons Rated, that the next Point they fliould proceed to, 
was a negative Prefumotion of Fraud in Mr. HaRings, in as much he never informed 
the Diredtors, in the whole Courfe of his Correfpondence, that the Nabob had a Mother 
exifting, much lefs that (he had filled the above' Office, and that he had depofid 
her. 

The Witnefs was alkcd, 

Qi Whether you have examined the Records, and Mr. Haftings’s Correfpondence with the 
Court of Directors, relauve to the Appointment of Munny Begum i 

A. I have only read thofc Letters from Mr. Haftings at that Time, in the Year lyyz. 

Qi^(ly a Lord.) Have you read all the Letters from Mr. Haftings from the Beginning to the 
End of that Year f 

A. I have of the Year 1772. 

Counfel.) From Mr. Haftings individually, and not from the Board ? 

A. From Mr. Haftings individually, and not from the Board. 

Q. Manager}.) Have you examined any other Part of the Correfpondence than that of Mr. 

Haftings alone to the Board, with the View that hu been mentioned f 

A. f have not. 


II 


Q, Whether 
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^ Whether yra have tound in Mr. Haflthgs’s Correfpdndenee« any Mention the SxiAence 
of i'uch a Perlbn as the Mother of the Nabob, under the Name of Bal:^ Begum, or any other ? 
—Did you look at it with that View ? 

A. Yes. 

Did you in looking over it find any mention of the Mother of the Nabob ? 

A. No, there is not. 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they rtioultl next proceed to prove the Rea- 
fons alTigned by Mr. Haftings for the Appointment of Munny Begum, which they 
fliould ftiew to be alfo falfe. 

Read,- from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extract of the Proceedings 
of a Committee of the i ith July I772, beginning at Page ao6 of the fame Book. 

“ ColTimbazar, the nth July 1772. 

“ At a Committee •, Prelbnt, 

The Honourable Warttn Haftihgs, Prefidtnt j 
Samuel Middleton, 

Philip Milner Dacres, 

James Lawrell, and 
John Graham, 

Dciih(rntion, " The Committechaving aflembled this Day to conftder the Means of regulating the Nabob's 
poimmtm’ oi Houfehold, One of the Points referred to them by the Inllruftions of the Board, in their Letter 
the Nabob's of the 4th of June,” (a) 

Miniltcri. r i • 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, Page 207, and fame Proceedings, the following 
Extract : 

Opinion. '■<,* The Committee are fully fenfible of the £]mediency remarked by the Honourable Court of 
Dire^s, of holding out the Authority of the Country Government to the European Powers in 
all Cat^ wherein their interefts may interfere with thofe of the Company ^ but we humbly con- 
ceive, thaP when they are acquainted with all the Circumftances which the Oppbrtunity of prefent 
and local Information have offered to our Notice, they will judge with us, that it is neither 
neceflary for that Purpofe, nor advifeable for other Reafons, to delegate an extraordinary per- 
manent Authority to any Tingle Miniller of the Nabob} Ance any Man, of what Rank foever, 
may be occafionally commKfioned to treat on the commercial Concerns of the European Nations 
fettled in thefc Provinces, according to the Cuftom which has been invariably obferved in fuch 
Cafes with all the European Companies, the EngliAi alone, within thefe Fifteen Years, excepted } 
they were never allowed a pcrfonal InCercourfe with the Nabob but as a fpecial Favour, nor even 
with his Minifler, but tranfafled all Affairs by their Vackeels with the Muttafuddees of the 
Durbar. In Matters refpedUng the Government and Peace of the Country, in which foreign 
Nations may be concerned, the Nabob’s Mandate, under his Seal, will be a fufficieht Indication 
of his Pleafure } and the Officers acting by his Authority in confequence will receive the ufual 
Warrants in his Name, without any apparent Intervention of either the Controul or Influence of 
the Company. '^The Aj^intment therefore of a Naib Soubah for fuch Purpoles we judge un- 
neceffary ; nor is it allowable to fuppofe that our Honourable Mafters would approve of our put- 
ting them to the Charge of an annual Salary of Three Lacks of Rupees to fuch an Officer, merely 
for the Sake of giving Echt to the Negociations, or authenticating the Privileges of their Rivals 
in Trade, if the Ends of an oftcnAblc Minifler dan be equally anfwered by other Means, that 
'fliall not encroach in fo great a Degree on the public Treafure, or leffen the Confequence of our 
own Adminiflration ■, but it is not only unneceffary, it may be liable to much preicnt Inconve- 
nience, and to future Danger.” (i) 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, Page 210, and fame Proceedings, the following 

Extract : 

“ On thefc Grounds we are of Opinion, that the Office of Naib Soubah be totally aboiifhed, 
that a Perfon not liable to the alMVe Obje^ions be appointed Guardian 10 the l^bob, and 
enti ufled with the Care and Rule of his Family, and that a Dewan be alfo nominated, Aibje^ to 
the Controul of the former, who (hall regulate and pay the Salaries of the Nabob’s Servants, and 
keep the Account of his Expences, to oe monthly tranfmitted to the Board, according to the 
(.)rc)ers of the Honorable Court of Direftors. 

Ot the M.igiflracy we fhall fpeak in another Place. 

“ We know no Perfon fo fit for the Troft of Guardian to the Ntfbob as the Widow of the 
late Nabob Jafficr Ally Cawn, Minnee Begum i her Rank nuy give her a Claim to this Pre- 
eminence, without Hazard to our own Policy 1 nor will it be found incompatible with the Rules 
prcfciibcd to her Sex by the Laws and Manners of her Country, as her Authority will be con- 


' Efquires. 


fined 


(o) Vide Appendix, N*XCV. 
9 


(i) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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&atd to tke WiilU of the N»bob’» Ptltce, and the Dewan will a& of coorfe in all Cafes In which 
fbe cannot wlonidly appear. Great Abilities are not to be eapefted in a Zennana, but in theft 
Ibe is very far froih being deiicieot, nor is any extraordinary Reach of Underllanding reouifite for 
fo limited m Employ. She it laid to have acquired a great Aftendant over the Spirit of the 
Nabob, being the only Perfon of whom he ftands in any Kind of Awe j a Circumftance highly 
neceflary for fulfilling the chief Part of her Duty in direfting liis Education and Conduct, which 
appear to have been hitherto much negleAed. 

“ Refolved therefore, that it be recommended to the Board to appoint Minnee Begum to the 
Guardianihip of the Nabob, and fuperintending of his Houfehold. 

(Signed) at the End, 

“ Warren Hallings, 

P. M. Dacrcs, 

James Lawrell, 

J. Graham.” {a) 

To prove that an Expence of Three Lacks was incurred in confequence of the 
Appointment of Munny Begum, 

Read, the following Extraft of the Proceedings of a Committee of the 7th Sep- 
tember, 1772, beginning at Page 504 of the fame Book. 

“ Coflimbazar, the 7th September 1772. 

“ At a Committee •, Prefent, 

“ The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Prcfident ; 

Samuel Middleton, 

Philip Milner Dacrcs, 

' James Lawrell, and 
John Graham, 

« The Committee deliberating at tlie fame Time on the Appointments neceflary for tl^ other 
Officers of the Nabob’s Houfehold, lately eflabiifhed by them, and paying proper A^mition to 
the Orders of the Company, with regard to the Allowances to be granted to tlie oftenfible Miniller, 
who was to adk in the Place of the Naib Subah, have agreed that the Sum of 'rhrcc Lacks, limited 
for the above Purpofei by thefe Orders, be divided in due Proportion among thefe Officers who are 
now lubftituted, inflead of the faid Naib Subah and Naib Dewan. 

“ Refolved therefore, that this Sum be diftributed as follows : 

Rupees. 

To the Begum, per Annum — — — 1,40,000 

To Rajah Goordafs, Dewan, and his Officers — — 1,00,000 

To Rajah Rajebullub, Royroyan of the Khalfa, as per Proceeding? of 60,000 

Rupees 3,00,000 




EfquircSa 




(Signed at the End) 


Warren Haftings, 
P. M. Dacrcs, 
Jamrs Lawrell, 

J. Graham,” {b) 


Efquircs. 


To prove that the whole Powers of the Government were given to Munny Begum, 

Read, the following Extraft from the Proceedings of a Committee, dated Coffim- 
buzar, 14th September 177*, beginning at Page 533 of the fame Book. 

Coffimbuzar, the 14th September 1772. 

“ At a Committee *, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hallings Efquirc ^ 

Samuel ^Middleton, 

Philip Milner Dacrcs, 

James Lawrell, and 
John Graham, 

Agreed that the Prcfident be defired to write her an Anfwcr.— He prepares it accordingly. 
It is approved of, and is as follows : 

To Munny Begum. 

« You arc undoubtedly the Miftrcfs to confirm, dil’mils, and appoint whomever you (hall think 
fit in the Service and Offices of the Nizamut *, they arc accountable to you alone for their Conduft, 
and no One (hail interfere between you and them. Although 1 know that you in this Point have no 
View or Defi^ but wh$t is entirely confiftent with the Regard which you bear the Company, and 
the Continuance of that cordial Union and Conneftion of Intcrefts which prevail between the 
Houle of ^be Ninbob and the Company, which, by the Bleffing df God, have taken ftrongcr Root 


(d) V4«icAppofi4Hi|'N®XCV. 


P) Vide Appei^lx, K XCIX. 


than 
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than ever, fince the Adroiniftration of the Affairs of the Nizamut hath been happily placed In your 
Hands, yet, in a Writing of this Kind, it is ncccffary that every Thing be clearly exprefled, and 
therefore I bee leave to remark, that as the Dewan and Pafhker have received their Offices at the 
immetiiate inftance and Recommendation of the Company, it will be a Diminution of their Credit, 
and bear the Appearance of a Difference of Intereft between us, if thefc Officers are removed but 
by the Concuirence of this Government. 

(Signed at the End) Warren Haftings, 

James Lawrell, 

J. Graham, 

P. M. Dacres.” (a) 

To prove that the before mentioned Appointment of Munny Begum was againft 
the Will of the Nabob, 

The Witiiefs pioduced Book 203, intituled, “ Bengal Country Correfpondence, 
feiit from 7th January to 31ft December 1772.” 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah, 
beginning at Page 40 of the fame Book. 

“ To the Nabob Mcbareck ul Dowlah. 

“ In confcqucncc* of the frequent Reprefentations fiom your Excellency of the prefent unfettlcd 
and dilbrdcrly State of your Houfchold, and of my Promifes to afllft you in the ai ringing of it 
anew, f have ronlulted with the Committee which is here prefent, and with the Council of 
C.alcutta, and tliis is the Rtfult of our Deliberation. That Miny Begum, the rightful Head of 
your Family, is tlie fitted Perfbn to be intruded with the Care of your Education, and the 
Management of your Houlchoki. — She dands in the Place of your dccealcd Father, and is equally 
qualified by her Affection to you, and her Abilities, to execute this Trud to your Honour and 
Advantage; I ilieiefurc, in Name and on Behalf of the Company, recommend to confer thefe 
Cl.a^7 i on Miny Bliegum, and as a trudy Mutlcddee will alfo be wanting to keep a regular Account 
of y^- hxpenics, I am further indrudlcd to recommend Rajah Gooidals, the Son of Mehor Rajah 
Nundco^.’.ar, the ancient Servant of your late Father, and the approved Well-wiflier of your Houfe, 
to ftrvc you and the Begum afore- mentioned in the Quality of Dewan. 

“ From the former AiTuranccs you were plealed to gi e me that you would readily acquiefee in 
foch Arrangements as I Ihould icconimend for the Admmidration of your Affairs, I make no Doubt 
but your Excellency will entirely affent to thefe Propolitions j I therefore requeft to know of your 
Excclh ncy, wlien it will lie agreeable that I wait on you with the Gentlemen of the Committee, to 
inform you further of the Sentiments of the Company and of the Council i and alfo to aflift in car- 
rying the Mcafurcs recommended by them, by your Concurrence, into immediate Execution, with 
the proper Forms, and in the mod publick Manner, to (hew the World, that in fuch Matters as 
regard your Profperity, there is but One Hcurt and One intcrefl: between you and the Company.” 


To prove that the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah declined an immediate Aetjui- 
efccnce to the foregoing Order, and dcfiicd a perfonal Conference on the Subjeft of it. 

The Witnefi produced Book 204, intituled, “ Bengal Perfian Country Cprrefpondence 
received, from the ill of January to the 30th December 1772.” 

Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah to Mr. Haftings, 
beginning at Page 102 of the fame Book, 

“ From the Nabob Mcbarek ul Dowlah. Received 17th Auguft 1772. 

“ I have been made happy by the Receipt of your Favour, and have comprehended its Contents j 
as it’s Anfwcr depends upon a perfonal Interview, I flatter myfclf, that when agreeable to you to 
Sic inOiig. call on me, that • we diall be made happy by a Meeting with each other. For the reft, &c.” 

Read, from Book- 189, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Letter from 
the Committee of Circuit at Coftimbazar, to William Alderfey Efquire, and the reft 
of the Council at Fort William, beginning at Page 491 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 29th Auguft 1772. 

“ At a Confultation j Prefent, 

icrct ept. William Alderfey Efquire, Prefident j 

Thomas Lane, i 
James Harris, (Efquires, 

Henry Goodwin, j 

• Mr. Barwcll indilpofed. 

« To William Alderfey Efquire, and the reft of the Gentlemen of Council at Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

«* We formerly advifed you of our having, in confequence of your Approbation, recommended 
to the Nabob the Appointment of Munnee Begum and Raja Goordats to the Offices affigned them 

(a) Vide Appendix, N* C. 


in 
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ifi our Rcfolutions,— TKc Anfwer from his Excellency was not fo dired as we could have wirtted. 

He declared nothing pofuivciy as to his Intentions, but exprefled his Wi(h to fettle thefe Matters in 
l^onal Interview with us. We thercfo^e detci mined to wait on him, and, as we knew his Indc- 
cifion proceeded folely from the Undue Influence of fomc People about him, we made no Doubt of 
bringing Matters to the Point we propofed by an amicable Conference \ accordingly we proceeded 
Ycftcrd^y to the Kclla, and had an Interview with the Nabob. After having opened the Con- 
ference, we dcfired him to fummori the Attendance of fuch of the Officers of his Houllhokl as 
we knew to be the Perfons who direfled his Councils; we cxpoftuhiecl with them on the Impro- 
|>riety of their Oppofition, explained the Motives which influenced the Board in their Recommen- 
dation of thefe Appointments, and had the Satisfaftion to obtain from the Nabob his entire 
Aflcnt to them. 

« Signed, Warren llaftings, 

** CofTimbuzar, Samuel Middleton, 

20th Auguft 1772. P* hh Dacics, 

James Liiwrell, 

J. Graham.” (*i) 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, Page 493, the following Extiad of another Letter 
from the faid Committee. 

To William Aldcrfcy Elljuire, and the reft of the Gentlemen of Council, at I'ort William. 

‘‘ Gentlemen, .* u i r i 

This accompanies an Exttaft of our Proceedings of this Date, containing a Plan which R lub- 
mitted to your Approbation, for the Diftribution of the Huzzoor Zclahs, and the general SUper- 

intendance of the Collcdions. -n 

The Reafons for the Separation which we have propofed for the Huzzoor Ztlahs will be^^ 
appear in thele Minutes; but it may not be unneceflary to, obviate the Objedions which 
fibly occur to the apparent heavy and difi^roportionate Charge which we have 
Middleton. — The Propriety of his Appointment to the Refidency at the Durbar, and C^cflhip ot 
Coflimbuzar, we will not fuppole to admit of any Doubt. The Divifions which prevail in the 
Family ot the Nabob, and the Reludance with which the late Arrangements have been fubmittccl 
to by a Part of it, require the Prefence and conftant Attention ot a Perfon of Authoiity, to con- 
ciliate the former, and to fupport the latter. This appears to be a Point ot iuch cflcntial Conie- 
cuence, and more particularly in the Commencement of the new Eftabliffimcnr, that we think 
Mr Middleton cannot accompany the Committee in its Circuit, without maniteft I azard of 
leaving the Nabob’s Affairs to lall into more Diforder than that from which we have endeavoured 
to relieve them ; and for this Rc..fon we recommend that he be permitted to remain at the City, 
and that his Appointment to the Committee be revoked. 

(Signed) 

‘‘ Coflimbuzar, 

20th Auguft 1772. 


Warren Haftings, 
Sam' Middleton, 
P. M. Dacres, 
James Lawrell, 

J. Graham.” (^) 


To prove the Reduaion made in the Houfchold of the Nabob Mobarick ul 
Dowlan, 

Read, from Book 194, already delivered in, the following Extiaa of a L^ter from 
the Prefidcnt and Council of Fort William, in Bengal, to the Court of Direaojs, 
bearing Date the 10th of November 1772. 

“II. TbcReduAion of the Nabob’s Stipend, and the new Arrangement ofhis Houfchold m 
confeauence was a Meafure equally difficult and. invidious in Execution j but belides being indif- 
wSlefrom your Orders, our Senfe of it’s Wifdom and Propriety made it be undertaken without 
Delay or ReerL To bring the Whole of the Expcnccs of the Nizamut within the of the 16 
Lacks it wm necefiary to begin with reforming the ufclcE Servants of the Court, and retrenching 
The idle Menageries, &c. which loaded the Gv.l Lift. Ibis coft little Re- 

erct in performing i but the Prefident, who took upon him the chief Share in this 

fiiffercd confiderably in his Feelings, when he came to touch on the Icnfion Lift, 
K SSn *72 »ck.t N»bl>r.f .!» COUJT, »cl«« under uur ( uvernmen. 
wme nunarcui o Militafv. had, ever fince the Revolution, depended on the 

'Ct "ofthc that Way It is not that the Diaribu- 

■ tion was always made with Judgement or f impartial, and much Room was left for a Reform } 
buJwfficn the QueSn was to curoff entirely the greateft Part, it could not fail to be accom- 
DMkd with C^umftances of real Diltrefs. The Prefident declares, that even with fomc of the 
KS Rank hc c^uld not avoid difcovcrin& under all the Pride of Eaftern Manners, the mani- 
fel Marks of Fenury and Want. .There was, however, no Room left for Hefitationj to confine 
Ott Nabob’s Expcnces within the limited Sum, it was neceflary that Penfions ffiould be fet afidc . 


• Sic in Oi 


(a) Vide Appendiv, N* Cl. 


n R 


Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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)c wai done t and every poflible Regard was had to Equity, and the PretenBons of bdividoali, in 
fettling thofe which were allowed to remain. 

** 1 3. The Dependants of the late Naib Soubah were, without Exception, cot o(f the Lift i and 
the Remainder of the Reduction chiefly conflned to thofe who were either of lefs Pretenflons or 
more Independance of Fortune than the old Pcnfioncrs. In ftiort, the whole Eftablilhmcnt was 
adjufted to the Nabob’s new Income, beyond which the Begum was given to underftand ftie ipuR 
not go. The general State of it was intended to be fent ■, but, as it may be well imagined, . the 
minute Houfehold Accounts of 32 Lacks could not be examined by the proper Oflkers in a few 
Days i the Prefldent’s Departure prefled ; they promifed to fend it after him ; it is not yet come t 
but wc hope to tranftnit it by one of the latter Ships. 

(Signed) at the End of the Letter, 

“ Warren Haftings, 

K' Barker, 

W. Alderley, 

Thomas Lane, 

Rich'* Barwcll, 

James Harris, 

H. Goodwin.” (<j) 


Secret Dept# 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 3, intituled, “ Bengal Secret Confultations from 
18th January to 30th December 1773.” 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 25th January 1773. beginning 
at Page 17 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 25th of January 1773« • 






“ At a Confultotion 5 Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftin« Efquirc, Prcfident j 
Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker, 

William Alderfcy, T 

William Lambert, J 
Meflrs. Lane and Barwell indifpofed. 


** The Prcfident lays before the Board the reduced Eftablifliment of the Nabob’s Expcnces, 
with the following Minute. 

“ I have now the Satisfaction to lay before the Board the Account completed of the Eftablifli- 
ment fixed for the various Expences of the Nabob’s Houfehold. For the readier Comprehenflon 
of the ReduClion which has been made in thofe Charges, the old and the new or reduced Eftab- 
liflimcnt, are drawn out in feparatc Columns, with the Sums appertaining to each Head or Article 
of the Accounts in oppofite Columns. The annual Amount of the Nabob’s Expences, as they 
have hitherto ftood, was Rupees 36,84,559 10. The Amount on the prefent Reduction is, 
15,45,6^ : 8 t which comes within the prclent allotted Stipend, and leaves a Saving of 54,310 : 8. 
The Difficulty of adjufting an Account of fuch Magnitude, confiding of fo many various Ar- 
ticles, and which furnilhed a Livelihood to near Ten thoufand Perfons, obliged the Committee when 
they parted at Coffimbuzar to leave it unfinilhed : I have fince completed it with the Felhkur of 
the Nizamut, whom I called down from the City for that Purpofe. 

Signed, at the End, 

Warren Haftings, 

W“ Aldcrfey, 

H. Goodwin.” {b) 


To fhew the Number of Perfona included in the ReduClion made in the Nabob’* 
Eftablifhment, 

Read, from Book 191, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Confultation 
of the 21ft February 1774, beginning at Page 482 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the zift February 1774. 


Monday. 
S«panite Pro* 
cetdings rela* 
tivo to Makio* 
mod lUza 
C'awn* 


** At a Confultation % Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efqirire, Prefidenti 
William Aldcrfey, 

James Ltwrell, 

Henry Goodwin, f Efquires. 

John Graham, 

George Vanfittart, 


The Dependants, &c. Servants. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N° CU, 

4 


Read, 


{b) Vide Appwdia, N« CUl. 
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Confultation, the following 

?‘ Abftraft of the foregoing Account. 


by the Duftakeft of Nabob Meer Jafficr 
D*. of Mirza Mahmud Ench Cawn 
D*. of Nabob Naujimut Dowlah 
D*. of Nabob SaiiTa Dowlah 
D“ . of Nabob Mohbarrick Dowlah 
D®, of MuzafFur Jung — 


Men. 1 

Women. 

Horfes. 

Rupees. 

Number of 
Duftak. 

386 

11 

46 ! 

7,602 8 

4*5 

276 

10 

33 

3**87 8 

3*3 

8 

6 

— 

2,338 8 

«9 

lO 


1 

i 358 8 

'5 

3 


— - 

7*5 

4 

1437 

90 

181 

41,488 rj 

686 

2120 

117 

261 

55.800 13 

1472 


H. Goodwin, 

J. Graham, 

George Vanfittart.”(4) 


Being in all 

Signed at the End of the Confultation, 

Warren Hadings, 

W. Alderfey, 

P. M. Dacres, 

James Lawrell, 

To fiiew the premeditated Corruption of Mr. Haftings in the Whole of the Tranf- 
a£fion in queftion, the Managers for the Commons ftated, they Would next produce an 
Order given by the Court of Direftors, to have a drift Account kept, by a proper Officer, 
of all the Expence in the Nabob’s Family; that fuch Account ihould be tranfmitted to 
them i and Mr. Haftings’s Acknowledgement that he h.ul kept no fuch Account. 

Read, from Book ii, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the June 1775, beginning at Page 293 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 21ft June ’^5* 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, ^ 

.The Honourable Wan cn Haftings, Governor General, Preiident; Secret Defit. 

Lieutenant General John Clavcring, Wedntfdty, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, Icr • . 

Philip Francis, 

** Genera! Claverittg. — I beg Leave to move, That the Accomptant General, or the Accomptant 
of the TrcaiUry, be ordered to lay before this Board the annual Account which has been tranf- 
xnitted to the late Prefident and Council, or to the Governor General and Council, from Rajah 
Goordafs, in confcquencc of the Orders contained in the 26th Paragraph of tlie General Letter 
of the Court of Direftors, of the Date of the 29th of Auguft 1771, in the following Words : 

•* As the Difburfemehts of the Sums allotted to the Nabob for the Maintenance of his Honfe- 
hold and Family, and the Support of his Dignity, will pafs through the Hands of the Miniftcr 
who lhall be fcleftcd by you, conformable to our preceding Orders, we expeft that you will 
require fuch Minifter to deliver annually to your Board, a regular and exaft Account of the Ap- 
plication of the fevcral Sums paid by the Company to the Nabob. This you will llriftly exa- 
mine ; and we truft, that you will not fuffer any Part of the Nabob’s Stipend to be appropriated to 
the Minifler’s own Ufe, or walled among the unnccelTary Dependants or the Court ; but that the 
whole Amount be applied to the Purpofes for which it was aiTigned by us.” 

“ The Governor General I can fave the Board the Trouble of this Reference, by acquainting 

them, that no fuch Accounts have been tranfmitted, nor, as I can affirm with almod a certain 
Knowledge, any Orders given for that Purpofe, cither to Goordafs, to whofe Office it did not 
properly belong, nor to the Begum, who had the a£lual Charge and Rcfponfibility of thofc Dif- 
burlements. This I am willing to acknowledge to have been an Omiffion of the late Government, 
among, perhaps, many others, unavoidable in the Multiplicity and Importance of their other 
Duties ; and perhaps kfs attended to in this Inllance from the abfolutc Impoffibility to examine 
the Accounts, or draw from them the IJfcs intended by this Order of the Honourable Company. 

1 will anfwer for my own Part, that having given a great Part of my Time and Attention in the 
courfe of many Months, to form a new Edablilhment of the Nabob’s Expences, reduced within 
the Sum of his reduced Stipend, I had little Encouragement, had it ever occurred to me, tom 
through the annual Labour of ferutinizing and auditing the long Accoonu of bis actual Da- 
burfements. 

Signed, at the End of ffie Confultation, « Warren Halbngi, 

“ ^ J. Clavering» 

Geo. Monfon, 

Rich* Barwell, 

P. Francis.” 


(«) Vide Appeadlx, N* CIV* 
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Irhe Nianagcrs for the Commons dated > that the next Piece of Evidence they would 
produce was feveral falfe Accounts made up by Mr. Haftings, to fliew that his Con- 
duft in the foregoing Tranfaftion was with a View to Peculation and Bribes. 

Then the Witnefs produced Book 203, intituled, ‘‘ Bengal Country Correfpondence 
fent, from 7th January to 31 December 1772/" . - 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Nabob Mobarick iil Dowlah, 
dated 7th January 1772, beginning at Page 1 of the fame Book. 

“ To the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowlah. Written 7th January 1772. 

As a Servant of the Englilh Company, it is incumbent upon me to obey fuch Diredions as I 
may be honoured with, and to fulfil their Orders to the iitmoft of my Abilities ; but I am forry 
to be the Channel of acquainting your Excellency with any Circumftance that might occafion your 
Anxiety, or to be myfclf the Source of Inquietude to your Heart ; but ns this is a Matter between 
the Servant and his Superiors, I am remedilefs. In the Letters which I have received from the 
Company by a Ship which is lately arrived from Europe, they have diredcd me to acquaint you, 
that they cannot conceive that cither your Excellency’s 'fime of Life, or your prefent Situation, 
can require fo large an Allowance as you have hitherto enjoyed, and that during your Nonage, 
•SicinOrig. they arc in Opinion that the Sum or 15,81,991 9 Sicca Rupees per Annum will fully anfwer 
every Puipofe, and maintain you with that Dignity which your Station requires. I am accordingly 
to acquaint you that you will hereafter receive the faid Sum of Money for the Defrayment of 
your Expences j and I flatter myfclf that upon your attaining the Age of 21 Years, the Company 
will further confidcr your Situation, and make fuch an Addition to the prefent 15,81,991 9 
Rupees as it may appear to them to require.” 

Read, alfo, the following Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Nabob, 
dated 1 8th July 1772, beginning at Page 35 of the fame Book. 

A •* To the Nabob Mcbareck ut Dowlah, iSth July 1772. 

“ IrTVompliance with the Defirc of the Council, I take the Libeity of writing to your Excel- 
lency oirih-Subicd which immediately concerns your own Welfare and the Order and CEconomy 
of your domeliic Adairs. They obferve with great Concern, that notwithftanding the Notifi- 
cation from the Board to your Excellency by the Letter of Mr. Cartier fo long ago as the Month 
of January lalt, of the Redudion of your Revenue to 16 Lacks, your Eftablifliment and current 
Expences ftill continue on the Footing of your former Allowance. They think it therefore their 
t Sic in Orig, Duty to remind your I'.xcellency of this Reduftion wliich at f it proceeds from the pofuivc Orders 
of the Company, it .admits neither of Recall or Mitigation. The Receipt of Mr. Cartier’s Letter, 
which your Excellency regularly acknowledged, fixes the Date of its Commencement*, it takes 
place from that Time.’' {a) 

Read, alfo, the following Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Nabob, beginning at 
Page 39 of tlie fame Book. 

“ To the Nabob Mcbareck ul Dowlah. 

Written 7th Auguft 1772. 

“ I am favoured with the Letter of your Excellency, dated the 21ft ultimo, in reply to that 
which I had the Honour to write you of the i8th. 

‘‘ I have liftened with all due Attention to the Reprefentations you have been plcafcd to make 
on the Subjed of the Redudion of your yearly Revenue, and the Circumftance of the Arrears 
due upon it : I muft repeat to your Excellency, that the Orders of the Company arc fuch as can- 
not be difpenfed with by their Governor here ; and concerning the Arrears, I have to requeft of your 
Excellency, that you would be plcafed to iflue your Orders to Jootleram, and the other Officers 
of the Nizamut, to prepaie and deliver to me the Accounts of the Receipts and Difburfements of 
the Fund of 16 Lacks, yearly appropriated to the Pay and Expences of your Sepoys, Retinue, 
&c. according to which the Arrears (hall be paid up to the 15th of the Month of Shawall ; from 
which Time, agreeable to the Information given your Excellency in my former Letter, the new 
Arrangements are deemed to take place. 

I requeft of your Excellency, that you will give Orders that thefe Accounts be delivered with- 
out Delay, that I may be enabled, in conjundion with the Committee, to take fuch Steps fora new 
Arrangement of your Houfchold, as may prevent in future Inconvcnicncics fimilar to thofc in which 
you arc now involved.” 

Read, from Book 177, already delivered in, the following Extrafl: of a Letter from 
Mr. Haftings to the Court of Diredors, dated Fort William, 25th March 1775. 

Your Order for the Redudion of the Nabob’s Stipend was communicated to him in the 
Month of December 1771. He remonftrated againft it, and defired it might again be referred to 


(a) Vide Afpeihli.x, N® CV. 


the 
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Board tacicljr acquwfced in his Rcmonftrancc, and the' fubfcqucnt Payments 
of his Stipend were made as before: I might cafily have availed mylclf of this Plea ; I might have 
treated it as an A£t of the paft Govcrnnicnt with which I had no Cauie to interfere, and joi;ied in 
^rting the Impoflibility of his defraying the vaft Expcnce of his Court and Houihold wiihooc 
it; which I could have proved by plaufible Arguments, drawn from the actual Amount of the 
Nizamut and Behla Eftablifhmcnts ; and both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally 
purchaled my Forbearance. Indead of purfuing this Plan, I carried your Orders rigidly and 
literally into Execution. I reduced the Nabob’s Stif)cnd from the Date on which tlic Firll Notifi. 
cation of it was made to him : I undertook myfelf the laborious and rcproachlul I'alk of limiting 
his Charges from an Excefs of his former Stipend to the Sum of his reduced Allowance*, and 1 li.ui 
the Satistaftion of viewing the Nabob in a State of Magnificence, luitable to his l)i,^nicy, within a 
Twelvemonth after, at Plafley, where he had met me tiie Year before with every Appearance of 
Indigence and Meannefs. For this too I can appeal to many Gentlemen ot your Service who wcic 
Witnefles of the Nabob’s Condition in both the Periods which I have related. 

(Signed at the End of the Letter) 

Warren Haftings.” (d) 


Then the Witnefs produced Book 7, intituled, Bengal Secret Council, from 24th 
March to 3tft May 1775.’’ 

Read, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 25th May 1775, beginning 
at Page 2,306 of the fame Book, 


‘‘ Fort William, the a^th May 1775. 

‘‘ At a Council ; Prefenr, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Governor General, PrefiJent; 

J_.ieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Mon for;, 

Rkhard Harwell, 7 
Philip Francis, 3 ^ 

” Account current of the Nabob Mobarik ul Dowlah, from the Time of his AccclTion to the 

Mufnud to the i6tli Augull 1772 C'. 

« For annual Stipend due to him from ift May 1770 to i6th Auguft 1772,} 

at 31,81,860 per Annum, for 27 Months 16 Days, is — — j /i* > 


St I Of Dtpt. 
TiiUfldjy. 


“ Fort William, nth May 1775. 

“ (Errors excepted) 

Signed Clia’ Croftes, 

Accompt. Gen. to the Revenue Dept.” (/») 


' Read, alfo, the following Extraft from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 
2,307 of the fame Book. 

“ Account current of the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlali, from 17th AuguH 1772, to the End of 

February J 775 - 


“ For Amount of annual Stipend due to him, at the Rate of 31,81,860 per 
Annum, agreeable to the old Eftablilhment, from 17th Auguft to 31ft 
December 1772, is Four Months — ■*“ 

“ Fort William, nth May 1775. 

“ (Errors excepted) 

Signed Cha’ Croftes, 

Accompt. Gen. to the Revenue Dept.” (e) 


j 


Read, the following Extraa of a Confultation of the i2ih June 1775, from Book 
II, already delivered in, beginning at Page 1 15 of the fame. 

“ Fort William, 12th June 1775. 


“ At a Confultation-, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 




♦ The Board alfo recur to the Nabob’s Account delivered in by the Accountant General to the 
venue Department in Confultation of the 25th ultimo. 


(r) Vide Appendix, ibid. 

The 


Se( rff Dept, 


{a) Vide Appendix, N"* CVI. 


[b) Vide Appendix, N° CVIl. 
II S 



“ The Governor General informs the Board, that there appears to him a very material Error in 
the Account current with the Nabob, figned by Mr. Croftcs, and now before the Boarfi, Credit 
being therein given to the Nabob for his Stipend, according to the old Edablilhment, to the 31ft of 
December *, whereas it was exprefsly fettled by the Committee of Circuit in July or Auguft 
1772, at the Time that the Governor was with the Committee at Moorlhedabad, that the reduced 
Stipend ihould take place from the Day on which the Nabob received the formal Notification of 
the Company’s Orders on that Subjcdlfrom Mr. Cartier, which was in December 1771 or January 
1772 that he thinks this Mifiakc ought to be rcitiiied before the Accounts are finally adjufied 
with the Nabob.” (a) 

Read, alfo, the following Extrafl from the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 
1 1 7 of the fame Book. 

“ Agreed that the Miftakc be notified to Mr. Goring, and that he be informed of the Day on 
which the reduced Stipend of the Nabob took plaee. '•(b) 

Read, alfo, from the fame Book, Page 118, and fame Confultation, the following 
Extraft. 

“ Tljc following Letter is written to Mr. Goring in Conformity to the foregoing Refolutions. 

“ To Mr. Cha*. Goring. 

“ Sir, 

“ But for the further Illufiration of the Nabob’s Accounts, we tl^nk it necefiary to acquaint you 
of an Error in the Account figned by Mr. Croftcs, wherein Credit has been given to the Nabob 
for his Stipend, agreeable to the Old Eftablilhment, up to December 1772, whereas the Re- 
duftion to Sixteen Lacks ftiould have taken Place from the 2ift January 1772, the Day on which 
ffirUtKlers of the Company for that Redudlion were notified to the Nabob. ”(r) 

Read^^Ojp Book 12, already delivered in, the following ExtratSl: of a Confultation of 
the 4th September 1775, beginning at Page 138 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 4th September 1775. 

” At a Council •, Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Hadings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

Richard Harwell, 7 nr • 

Philip Francis. } 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Indifpofition preventing the Attendance of Mr. Croftes at the Office, I take the Liberty to 
acknowledge the Honour of your Commands tranfmitted the i6th inllant, by your Affiftant Se- 
cretary, under Date 13 th. In compliance with the Spirit of which, (Want of Materials preventing 
Compliance with the Letter) I have drawn out the two accompanying Accounts, N° i and 2 j and 
I’irft, dating the Nabob Mcbarcck ul Dowlah’s Account with the Honourable Company, from the 
Period exprefled in your Commands to the latcd Periods poffible, the 30th April 1775 • the Se- 
cond an Annual Account of Payments made to the Nabob, during the Periods that Mr. Middle- 
ton afted as Refidcnt at Durbar, drawn up from his own Accounts as tranfmitted to the Pre- 
fidcncy. 

(Signed) Rich'' Johnfon, 

D. A. Gen* Rev. Dep.” 

Signed (at the End of the Confultation) 

“ Warren Haftings, 
J. Clavering, 

Geo. MonJon, 

R. Barwell, 

P. Francis.” 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* CVIU. 


(i) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


(r) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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Read, allb, the following Extra 61 ’, from the fame Confultatlon, beginning at Page 
144 of the fame Book. » t> & & 




Nabob Mobarck ul Dowlah. 


1772. 

Januaiy To Amount paid him 
by the Comp* Council ot‘ Re- 
venue at Moorfhedabad, from 
this Date to the 8 Scpt^ 

1772 — — 25,16,007 

Balance due to the Nabob 4, 1 7,8 1 7 


4 

5 


^7 

16 


S* Rupees 29,33,824 : 10 ; 13 
30 April 1775. 


1772. 

January ift. By Arrears due to 
him upon the old Eflablilh- 
ment to this Date — — i 9 >^ 4 t 93 S : I2 : 8 : f 
Sept" 8*''. By Stipend agreeable 

■"‘inn 


to the new Edablimincnt, 
from January 22 to this 
Date, making 7 Months, 
17 Days 


10,08,888 : 14 : 4 ; 3 


Efquircs. 


S" Rupees 29,33,824 : 10 : 13 
Signed, at the End of the Account, 

Rich** Johiifon, D. A. R. D.**(r/) 

Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extrafl of a Confultatlon 
of the t4th December 1772, beginning at Page 653 of the laid Book. 

“ Fort William, the 14th December 177a. 

“ At a Confultation ; Prefenr, Sfc«t D»^t 

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquirc, Prcrulcnt •, MuiKlay. 

Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker, 

John Reed, 

Thomas Lane, 

Rich'* Barwell, 

James Harris, 

Mr. Reed, being returned from Madrafs, takes his Seat at the Board. # 

Meflrs. Alderfey at.d Goodwin indiCpofed. 

Mr. Lambert, being arrived at the Preftdency, having taken the ufuaiuaths, ii 
admitted to his Scat at the Board. 

“ By the la(l Account you will pleafe to obferve, that there is a Bal.incc due to his Excellency 
of Sicca Rupees r 9 » 7 ^» 55 ^ : 6 : 1 : 1, in Part of which an Advance was made by Order of the 
Committee, of Rupees 300,000, which reduces the Balance to Sicca Rupees 16,78,556 ; 6 : i : 1 > 
and I have fince made another Payment of 5 Lacks ; and I hope to receive your Orders to pay off 
the Whole when the State of your Treafury here will admit of it. 

Signed at the End, 

“ Moidapore, Nov. 18, 1772. Samuel Middleton.” (i) 

Read, alfo, the following Extta^l from the faid Confultation, beginning at Page 
659 of the fame Book. 

“ The Nabob’s Debt, as per his Account — • — — 

Dedurff what was paid by his Treafurers, but what was omitted 
in his Account — — — — — — 


Total Amount of the Nabob’s Debts — 1 7,66,969 


Total Amount of the Nabob’s Debts brought forward 
Balance due to the Nabob from the 

C% as per his Account 19178,556 : 6 

Deduiff paid to his Treafurers, but 
omitted in his Account — — 2,57,254 * 8 

Due to the Nabob — — — — 


19 : 2 


Deficient — , — — — — 

Nabob’s Debts — — 

Due from the Company — — — — — 

Deficient 7 ” ““ — — 

Add Aflignment on the Zemindars — — — — 

Overplus which the Nabob will have after difeharging bis Debts 1,97,685 


20,24,224 : 

— 1 

; 5 


2,57.254 : 

8 : 

19 : 

2 

17,66,969 ; 

7 : 

5 •• 

2 

17,66,969 ; 

: 7 : 

5 : 

: 2 

17,21,301 


: 1 : 

* 3 

45,667 : 

: 10 

: 3 * 

: 3 

10,13,071 1 

14 

* % 


10,11,152 1 

2 

: 2 


20,24,224 : 


• 5 


19,78,556 : 

6 

: 1 ; 

; I 

0,45,667 

lO 

: 3 

* 3 

2 , 43-353 

9 

: 9 : 

: I 

1, 97*685 

: >5 

: 5 ■ 

; 2 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* CIX. 


(h) Vide Appendix, CX. 


Apparent 
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Apparent Balance — — — 

Adlgnmcnt unpaid — — — — 

Actually due to the Nabob — 


*9.78.556 : € : I ; I 

~ 2,43,353 : 9:9:1 

— 22,21,909 : 15 : 10 : 2 


Secrel D;pt. 
Wcdiulday. 


“ Agreed that Mr. Middleton be dircded to difcharge the Arrears of the Nabob's Account, 
as well as of the others mentioned in his Letter, as foon as the State of his Cafti will permit j and 

“ Ordered, I'hat a Copy of thele Rciblutions, with a Copy of the Nabob’s Account, be tranf- 
mitted by our Secretary to Mr. Middleton for his Guidunte. 

“ Warren Haftings, 

R' Barker, 

John Reed.” (<j) 

To prove that tlie Accounts were regularly kept during the Government of Nud- 
jum ul Dowlah and Sief ul Dowlah, but that during the Time of Mobarick ul Dow- 
lah, the Account was a general Account of the whole Payments to the Nabob, 
without Date or Particulars ; 

Read, from Book 78, already delivered in, the following Extrafl of a Confultation 
of the 27th of December 1775. beginning at Page 448 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 27th of December 1775. 

“ At a Council •, Prefenc, 

The Honourable Warren diallings, Governor General, Prefident j 
Lieutenant Gencr.d John Clavering, 

The Honourable (icorge Monfon, 

Philip Francis Elquire. 

cad, the following Letter from the Sub accountant, 

“ ^'•yahle to your Orders I was furniflied with the Account currents with the Honourable 
Company, the Nabob Mobarcck ul Dowlah, and his Prcdecedbrs Syef ul Dowlah, and Nudjini 
ul Dowlah, and have now the Honour to indole for your Information the following. 

(Signed at the End ol the l.etter) 

“ Wm. Larkins, Sub accountant. 

(and at the End of the Confultation) 

“ Warren Mailings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monlbn, 

RiclP, Harwell, 

P. Francis.” {b) 

Read, alfo, the following Extract of the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 452 
of the fame Book. 

“ D^ Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah — his general Account current with the Honourable Company. 

*765, April. “ To Campaign Operations. 

“ For the Amount which he agreed to pay Monthly from the ' 

Death of the Nabob Mcer Jafficr, as in 'I'reaty, dated | 

March 1765, from the ift of February to the 30th April * 

1765, at 5,00,000 per Month — — — 


1766, April. To Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn. 

“ Account Monthly Payments for the Amount of Balance of) o . 

- that Head transferred - _ - 6, 69, 758. 

• “To Campaign Operations. 

“ For the Amount due upon his Treaty of Five Lacks of^ 

Rupees per Month, for defraying the Expences of the ' 

Army, from the ill of May to the 30th September 1765, 
is f'ivc Months — — — 


7 : 9 


25,00,000 


Current Rupees 


56,69,758 : 7 : 9 


“ Fort William, 
27th Dec, 1765. 


(Signed) 


William Larkins, 
Sub-accountant.” (r) 


(a) ViJe Appendix, N* QX. 


(b) Vide Appendix, N* CXI. 

I 


(f) Vide Appendix, ibid. 

Rcad| 
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of *°***”"'^ Extraft of the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 45(1 

« D% Nabob Syef ul Dowlah in Account current with the Honourable Company. 

To Treafury. S‘. R*. 

« 1766, May. Paid him from loth May 1766,*) 

toioth April 1767, is Months „ . 

1 1 and I Day. Bengal Year |+°‘° 5 »o 72 : 8:15:2 

.. “73 — — 

« 1767-8, April, D“. a nth April 1767, to lothi -> , 

April 1768. Bengal Year 1174 *• 5 

M 1768-9, April. D'. a nth April 1768, to lothi , 

Aprili 769 . Bengal Yearii 7553 *> 67 , 289 : 9:15:3 

*♦ 1769-70, April. D°. a nth April 1769, to aothl 

Marchi77o, is Months 1 1 and [24,15,193 : 9 _ 

10 Days. Bengal Year 1 1 76 j 


Cun'. R’. 
47>39>38o: a: 6 

33,05,113 : 13 :6 
36.74.055 ■•5 - 
28,01,624: 8 : (. 


« Fort William, 
27th Dec. 1775. 


To Balance 

>.25,17,391 : 12: 16: 1 
2,56,916: 4:17:3 

1.45,20,174: 7:6 
2,98,022 : 14; 9 


>.27.74.308 : I : 14 

1,48,18,197: 6:3 


Errors excepted. 

(Signed) W"". Larkins, 

Sub-accountant.” (a) 


Read, alfo, a further Extract of the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 458 of 
the fame Book, as follows : 

“ D'. Mobarcck ul Dowlah, in Account with the Honourable Company. 

“ To Khalfa Treafury. S'. Rupees. 

« For the Amount advanced him from the 2tft7 

March 1770, to 10th May 1775 — J .04,306 : 6 : 12 . 

Errors excepted. 

“ Fort William, (Signed) W"". Larkins, 

27th Decern'. 1775. Sub-accountant.” (^) 


ipany. ^ 
C. Jipees. 


The Managers for the Commons Rated, they fhould next produce the Remarks of 
the Court of Direftors upon the afore-mentioned Accounts. 

Read, from Book 108, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
the Court of Directors to the Governor General and Council at Fort William, in 
Bengal, dated 24th December 1776, beginning at Page 275 of the fame Book. 

Par. 28. The difordcred State of the Finances of Mobarech ul Dowlah, and the Negligence 
of our late Adminiftration refpefting Accounts and Money Tranfadtions with him, are Events fo 
extraordinary, and likely to be attended with Confequences fo very difagrceable, that we cannot 
pafs them over without the ftrongeft Animadverfton. 

“ 20. By the Report of our late Prefident, and his Arrangement of the Nabob’s Houfehold, 
as it ftands on Confultation in January 1772, we were led to hope that even from the reduced 
Stipend a confiderable annual Saving would be made, and that our PrefiJcni’s Recommendation 
and ftrift Injunctions to the Begum and to the Nabob’s Duan, would have prevented any Devia- 
tion from that Arrangement. 

” 30. We find the Arrears due from the Company to the Nabob in January 1772, are ftated at 
no lefs than Sicca Rupees 19,24,935, and that during the Refidence of Mr. Middleton at Moor- 
fliedabad, from January 1772 toOftober 1774, the whole Amount paid to the Nabob was 69,90,680 
Sicca Rupees. 

“ 31. Your Sub-accomptant dates the Amount overpaid to the Nabob, from April 1772 to 
October 1774, at Rupees 17,85,893, which Sum we apprehend mud include the Arrears above 
mentioned j but fuppofing this to be the Cafe, an empty Treafury and the Nabob’s clamorous 
Creditors indubitably prove that an immenfe Sum has been miiappropriated between January 
1772 and October 1774} and from the Confufion of his Accounts, occafioned by the Want of 
a proper Officer near his Perfon to conduCt the Adairs of his Houfehold, tliough we have fuf- 
ficient Proofs before us, that the Nabob’s Domcdicks and Attendants mud have been deeply 
concerned in plundering their Mafter, we are aware that it will be very difficult to afeertain fuch 
particular Faas, as may enable him to bring them to Judice, and we fear it is utterly impodible 
to recover any Part of the large Sums embezzletl or mifappropriated. 


(a) Vide Appendix, K* CXI. 


ir T 


(i) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


“ 32. Not- 


( 99 ©) 

" 32. Notwilhllanding fuch vaft Sums have been carried to the Nabob’s AccotWt, over and 
above his Stipend, in fo (hort a Space of Time, we.obfcrvc, that in May 1775 there was not a 
Rupee in his Treafury, though there were Demands upon him to a large Amount. This Circum- 
llance alone, were there no other Improprieties in the Conduft of Munny Begum, would juAify her 
Removal from the Office of Giuirdian to the Nabob ; becaule it is evident, that under her imme- 
Supcrintendance, great Part of his Allowance muA have been embezzled, or very grofsly tniU 
applied. 

“ 3.3- We arc the more at a I^fs to account for this immoderate Overpayment to the Nabob, 
becaule we obierve on Country Correlpondence a Letter from Governor Cartier, dated 7th January 
1772, notifying the Redudlion of his Stipend in the moft formal and folcmn Manner j and by a 
Minute of the Governor General on Secret Confultations of jzth June 1775, it appears that the 
Committee of Circuit abfolutcly determined that the faid Redudion Ihould take Place from the 
'l ime of filch Notification. 

“ 34. 'I'hc Refident at the Durbar, who has been the Principal Agent in this Bufinefs, could not 
be ignorant of the above Refolution, becaule he was a Member of the Committee j and it was the 
indilpcnfable Duty ot our Prefident and Council, not only to have taken Care, that regular and 
Ircqucnt Accounts of the Advances made by the Refident at the Durbar to the Nabob were laid be- 
fore them, but alfo of the F.xpcndiiure of his Stipend, which fliould have been tranfmitted to us for 
our Information ; and we mult ccjikIikIc, that it they had done their Duty in this Refpeft, fuch 
unaccountable and extenfive Eirors could not have happened in the Accounts, the EfFefts whereof 
nuill operate to our Difadvantage, as we do not find that hi$ Stipend will enable him to dif- 
cliarge the Debts he has incurred , and when we confidcr that the large Overplus paid to the Na- 
bob has really been diHipated in liii Infancy, and mud either be a dead Lois to the Company, or 
tend to dillrcfs him exceedingly, by putting him under large Stoppages, though his real Wants 
arc nccelTaiily incieafing, as lie grows up to Manhood, we cannot but manifeft our Refcntmcntat 
the Conduit of tliol’e of our Se rvants, whole Remiffnefs has, in this Indance, involved both the 
Compa'ny and the Nabob in futh great Inconvcniencics. 

Signed (at the End of the Letter) John Scabies, John Roberts, 

Prd'‘ Pigou, W"" James, 

R'* Hall, Daniel Weir, 

W. G. Freeman, Rob* Gregory, 

Ja* Moffatr, George Tatem, 

RiclP Beecher, George Cuming, 
Samuel Peach, John Harrifon.” 

To flicw that Mr. Croftes was placed in the Department of Accomptant General by 
, Mr. Haftings himfclf, 

Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confulta- 
tion of the 29th Auguft 1772, beginning at Page 496, in the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 29th Auguft 1772. 
secrot Deiit. “ At a Confultation ; Prefent, 

William Aldcrfey Efquire, Prefident 

Thomas Lane, -j 

James Harris, (Efquires. 

Henry Goodwin, j 

Mr. Barwell indifpofed. 

“ Extraft of the Proceedings of the Committee of Circuit, at Cofiimbuzar, the aoth Auguft 1772. 

Page 510. “ 'I'hat it be recommended to the Board to confer this Office on Mr. Charles Croftes, 
the piclent Accomptant of tiic Board of Revenue, whofc Diligence and Praftice in that Bufineft, 
.and the particular Inftruftions of the Honourable the Court of Directors, juftly intitles him to that 
important Charge,” 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft of the fame Confultation, from Page 519 of the 
fame Book, as follows. 

“ 'fhe Board, concurring with the Committee of Circuit in the Propriety of the feveral Ap- 
pointments abovementioned, refolve to confirm them ■, and there being no Perfon nominated as 
the additional Member of the Cofiimbuzar Council to refide at Commercolly, and have Charge 
of the DillritftS thereunto annexed by the Committee. 

Signed (at the End) Rich' Barwell, 

W. Alderfcy, 
Thomas Lane, 

James Harris.’* 

To prove the further Degree of Favour and Confidence in wlfich Mr. Croftes 
ftood with Mr. HalVmgs at this Time, and that he conferred upon him another 

lucrative Office, 

Read, 


5 



Efquires. 
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Ready from Book 183, already deUvcred In, the following Extract of a ConAiltatloii 
of i-oth March 1773. 

“ Fort William, the loth March 177^. 

“ At a Confultation ; Prefent, fub. Deph 

The Honourable Warren Hadings Efquire, Prefident j TiiuridAjf. 

William Alderley, 

P. M. Dacres, 

Thomas Lane, 

James Lawrell, 

Henry Goodwin, 

John Graham, 

William Lambert, 

Geo. Vanfittart, 

Meflrs. Reed and Barwell indifpofed. 

“ The Board proceed to take into Confideration the filling up the Vacancies ofcafioned at tlie 
Prefidcncy by the Appointment of the new Colleftors. 

Agreed the following Appointments be made. 

“ The Honourable Charles Stuart, Mint Maftert 

Mr. William Pawfon, Military Paymafter General •, 

Mr. John Shakcrpearc, Secretary to the SeleA Committee » 

Mr. Alexander Higginibn, Import Warehoofe-kceper; 

Mr. John Hannay, Paymafter to the Works; 

Mr. William Rcdfcarn, Perfian Tranflator; 

Henry Vanfittart, Afllftant to ditto ; 

John Carmichael, Deputy Military Paymafter General ; 

John Davis, Commiftary to the Troops in Garrifon; 

Henry Lodge, Clerk to the Commiflioners of Commerce; 

Mr. William Bruere, Sub Import Warehoufe- keeper ; 

Robert Palk, Regulator of the Police ; 

Charles Croftes, Sub Treafurer ; 

William Cator, Accomptant to the Commiflioners of Works.'* 

Signed <'atthc End of the Confultation) ” Warren Hafttngs, H. Goodwin, 


William Aldcrfcy, 
P. M. Dacres, 
Thomas Lane, 
James Lawrell, 


J. Graham, 

W. Lambert, 
George Vanfutart.’* 


To prove, that immediately after the Death of Colonel Monfon, when Mr. Haftings 
had a much greater Degree of Influence in the Council, he proceeded to grant a fur- 
ther Salary to Mr. Croftes in Addition to what he had given him before, and carried 
a Refolution that he flioukl draw for that Salary for Two Years back, with intereft 
on that Fai t of it which had not been paid him. 

The Wltnefs produced Book 187, intituled, “ Bengal Revenue, 29th November 

to 31ft December 1776.” . 

Read, the following Extraa of a Confultation of the 6th December 1776, begin- 

nine at Page 203 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 6th December 1776. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, Fridi.?*’’'* 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Richard Barwell Efquire. 

Lieutenant General Clavering indifpofed. 

Mr. Francis indifpofed. 

ReconCdered Mr. Charles Crofte’s Letter of the 33d December 1774, and entered on the 
Proceedings of the 15th Auguft 1775. 

Read, alfo, a further Extraa of the fame Confultation, beginning at Page 209 of 
the fame Book, as follows : 

« Mr Barwell —I move that the Office of Accomptant General be put on the fame Footing as 
the Superintendam of the Khalfa Records, and that Mr. Croftes be allow^ to draw henceforward 
the fame Salary and Houfe Rent, as is drawn by the Superintendant of the Khallah. 

« Governor General.— I agree. , <• c .• *t. c 

« Rcfolvcd, That the Office of Accomptant General be put on the fame Footing as the Super- 
iwendant of the Khalfeh Records; and that Mr. Croftes be allowed to draw henceforward the fame 
Salary and Houfe Rent aJ is drawn by the Superintendant. 

(Siaoed at the End of the ConfultauonJ Warren Haftings, 

'■ ** Rich* Barwell.” U) 


{a) Vide Appendix, N"* CXJL 
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Read, from Book 205 already delivered in, the following Extraft hf a Letter from 
the Governor General at I'ort William to the Court of Directors, dated loth January 
1777, beginning at Page 591 of the fame Book. 

“ Par. 3. In the gth Paragraph of our Letter by the Shrewfbury, we acquainted you of our 
having placed the Office of Accomptant General to this Department on the fame Footing with that 
of the Superintendant of the Klialfa Records. Mr. Croftes having applied to us to be allowed this 
Indulgence from the Date of his Application to the Board in December 1774, we have confented 
to grant him a conditional Bond for the Amount of his Arrears j that is, the DifTcrcncc between his 
late Pay and Allowance, and the Allowance lately granted, from the 4th December 1774 to the 
6th December 1776, bearing Intereft at the Rate of 5I. per Cent, per Ann. from the 4th Decem- 
ber 1776, payable on the tit Day of Augult 1778 ; in cafe the Payment of it fliould not be for- 
bidden before that 'l ime by your Honourable Court. 

Signed (at the End of the Letter) “ Warren Haftings, 

J. Clavering, 

RiclP Barwell, 

P. Francis.” 


To flicw that Mr. Croftes, at the fame Period of Time, was alfo added to a Com- 
miflion for fettling the Account of all the Lands throughout the Provinces, 

Read, from Book 1 87 already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation of 
the 6th of December 1776, beginning at Page 210 of the fame Book.- 

“ Governor General. — Among the different Materials which will come before the Board for 
thefr Guidance in forming the enl'uing Settlement, the accurate and diftin£f Accounts which arc 
kept in the Office of the Accomptant General to the Revenue will form a confiderable Part. Thefc 
will require to be compared and elucidated with the Accounts which may be procured from the 
^JWrifts. In tliis Branch of the Bufinefs I am defirous of obviating the Inconvenicncies of frequent 
and fil ial Applications for Papers to the Accomptant’s Office. I wifh alfo to benefit by the Abi- 
lities anSMCnowlcdge of Mr. Croftes, which have been honoured with repeated Teftimonies of the 
CompanyT Approbation, and from which, fince the Removal of the Khalfah, I have derived 
efTential Afliftance -, and I therefore propofe that the Accomptant General to the Revenue Department 
be joined to the Gentlemen already appointed to prepare and arrange the Materials for a new Settle- 
ment, for the fpccial Purpofc of aflifting in forming fuch Accounts as have a Reference to the 
Offices now under his Charge, and for the general Condud of the Detail of the new Office, fo far 
as his other Duties will permit. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings.” 

“ Agreed, That the Accomptant General be accordingly joined to MclT. Anderfon and Bogle, 
for the Purpofes mentioned in the Governor General’s Minute. 

Signed (at the End of the Confultation) “ Warren Haftings, 

Rich' Barwell.” (4) 

To prove what was the Eftablilhment of the Commiffion to which Mr. Croftes was 
appointed. 

Read, the following Extrad of a Confultation of the i ath November 1776, from 
Book 206, Page 445, already delivered in. - 


Rev, Dept. 
lucMay. 


“ Fort William, the 12th November 1776. 
“ At a Council j Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident } 

Richard Barwell, 7 • 

I'hilip Frandi, J 

Lieutenant General Clavering indifpofed. 


“ The Governor General recommends the following fixed Eftablilhment for the Office propofed 
in his Minute of the ift inftant. 

“ Eftablilhment for the Office. 

“ Mr. David Anderfon, I Superintendants, 7 
Mr. George Bogle, J at 1,200 R*. each J *» 4 ®® 

Signed, at the End of the Confultation, 

“ Warren Haftings, 

Rich'. Barwell, 

, P. Francis.” 


The Managers for the Commons Rated, they had concluded this Head of Prefump> 
tive Evidence. 

Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* CXII. 
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Die Jovis^ Mail 


T he Lords being in their Places, the Houfe rcfiimed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge. 

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, they fliould next proceed to the 
Proof of the Receipt of Three Lacks and an Half of Rupees by Mr. Haftings, ftateil 
in this Article j and for that Purpofe fliould produce the Charges made by Nundcomar 
before the Council, and the Evidence adduced by him in fupport of thofe Charges ; 
introduftory to which, they would lay before the Houfe fomc Evidence to prove the 
Situation Nundcomar previoufly held, the Manner in which he had been employed by 
Mr. Haftings by the Order of the Court of Diredlors, and Mr. Halfings’s inconliltcnt 
Condufl towards him. 

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called in; and produced the following 
Letter from the Secret Committee of the Court of Direftors to Warren Haftings 
Efquire, dated the 28th of Augull 1771. 

The fame was read, as follows. 

« Sir, 

“ By our General Addrefs you will be informed of the Rcafons we have to be diitaTisfied witli 
the Adminiflration of Mahomet Reza Cawn, and will perceive the Expediency of our diverting 
him of the Rank, and Influence he holds as Naib Duan of the Kingdom of Bengal. But thougli 
we have declared our Rcfolution in this Refpeil to our Prcfidcnt and Council, yet as the Mialures 
to be taken in confequence thereof might be defeated by that Mmifter, ami all Enquiry iiuo his 
Conduct rendered inefTeillual, were he to have any previous Intimation of our Uclign, we, the 
b'ecrct Committee, having the moft perfeft Confidence in your Judgement, Prucience, and In- 
tegrity, have thought proper to entrurt to your cfpccial Care the Execution of thofe Mcalures, 
which alone can render the Naib’s Condud fubjtft to the lifFcft of a full Enquiry, and lec me tli.»t 
Retribution which may be due on the Detedion of any Fraud, Embezzlement, or collufive Prac- 
tice, in his publick or priv.ate 'I'ranfadions. 

“ In order therefore to make him amenable to a due Courfe of Juftice, and to prevent the ill 
Confcqucnccs which might rclultfrom the Relentmcnt and Revenge which he may conceive on the 
Knowledge of our Intentions, we liert by dired and enjoin you (immediately on the Receipt of 
this Letter) to iflue your private Orders for the feciiring the Perfon of Mahomet Reza Cawn, 
together with his whole Eainily, and his known Partizans and Adherents, and to make ufc of fuch 
Mcafures as your Prudence (hall luggeftfor bringing them down to Calcutta *, and it is our Plealurc, 
that they by no Means be luffered to quit the Place, until Mahomet Reza Cawn fliall have ex- 
culpated himfelf from the Crimes of which he now rtands charced or fufptded, or fhall have 
duly accounted for the Revenues coileded by him in the Chucklah of Dacca, and have made 
Reftitution of all Sums which he may have appropriated to his qvyn Ufe, cither from the Uuanny 
Revenues, or tlic Nabob’s Stipends, and until he alio fliall have latisfied the Claims of all fuch Per- 
fons, .as may have fulTcrcd by any Ad of Injuftice or OpprcIFiOn committed by him in the Office 
of Naib Du-an. 

“ As the Detedion of any corrupt Pr.idius of which Mahomet Reza Cawn may have been 
guilty, and the Retribution which in fuch C.ires is to be required of him, arc equally the Objects 
of publick Juftice and the Company’s Intcrcft, we afllire ourlclves that you will lldulourty 
endeavour to penetrate into the moll hidden Parts of his Adminiftration, and difcovcr the Reality 
of the feveral Fads with which he is charged, or the Jollncfs of the Sufpicions we have of his 

Condud. ,1 r I etc 

“ In this Rcfearch your own Judgement will d-red you to all fuch Means of Information as 

may be likely to bring to Light the moft Iccret of his Tranfadions ; we, however, cannot forbear 
recommending to you, to avail yourfclf of the Intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to 
give refpcdii^ the Naib’s Adminiftration ; and while the Envy which Nundcomar is fuppofed 
to bear this Minifter may prompt him to a ready Connmunicatien of all Proceedings which have 
come to his Knowledge, we are perfuaded that no Icrutable Part of the blaib s Condud can 
have efcaped the watchful Eye of his jealous and penetrating Rival. 

II U 


“ Hence 
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Hence wc Cannot doubt but that the Abilities and Difpofition of Nundcomar may be Aic* 
ccfsfully employed in ilie Inveftigation of Mahomet Reza Cawn’s Adminillraiion, and bring to 
J^ight any Embezzlement, Fraud, or Malvcrfation which he may have committed in the Office of 
Naib Duan, or in the Station he has held under the ftveral fucceffive Subahs \ and while we aflTurc 
ourfclves that you will make tlic ncceflTary Ufc Cf Nundcomar^s Intcnigence, we have fuch Con- 
fidence in your Wifdom and Caution, that we have nothing to fear from any fccrct Motives or 
IXTigns, which may induce him to dcictt the Mal-adminiftraiion of one whofe Power has been the 
Objed: of his F.nvy, and wliofe Office the Aim of his Ambition : — for we have the Satisfaflion to 
refled, that you are too well apprized of the Subtlety and Difpofuion of Nundcomar to yield him- 
any U’ruft or Authority, which may be turned to his own Advantage, and prove detrimental to 
the Company’s InterelT. 

“ Though we have thought it nerefTary to intimate to you how little wc arc difpofed lo delegate 
any Puwer or Influence to Nundcomar, yet, ffiould his Information and Affiftance be fcrviccablc 
to you in your inveftigiting the Condud of Mahomet Reza Cawn, you will yield him fuch En- 
couragement and Reward, as his Trouble and the Extent of his Services may deferve, 

** III our General Advices we deemed it advifeablc to mention only, that we had received Infor- 
mation of Mahomet Reza CaWn’s having increafed the Calamities ot the Poor, during the Height 
of Famine, by a Monopoly of Rice and other Neceflarics of lafe. We were indeed rcftraincd 
from an open Communication on this Subjed, fearing the Confequcnces which might enfuc from 
the Miniftcr’s Revenge, fliould he learn by whom fuch Accufation had been brought againll him j 
but perfuaded, as we are, of your Secrecy and Difcrction, we herewith tranfmit to you Fxtrad 
of a Letter from Iluzzcramul to Robert Gregory Eltjuire, wherein Mahomet Reza Cawn is 
charged with a Crime of fo atrocious a Nature ^ and wc the rather advife you of Huzzeramul’s 
Inforination, as wc rely on your Endeavours to obtain full Evidence refpediag the Tiuth cf this 
Allegation, as well as of fuch others as are the Objeds of the Scrutiny we have direded to be made' 
into tlic NaibVs Condud. 


^^^Senfiblc as you muft be of the Importance of the Charge thus confidentially committed to 
you^w^fliall not leek to animate your Zeal for the Company's Welfare j but obferve only, that. 


^ou, you will at once render the 


by tlic c^dual Execution of the ieparate Trufl: rcpoled in you, you will at once render the 
CornpanjNMjignal and eflcntial Service, and appiovc yourfeir worthy of the Opinion we have 
formed of your Jutlgeinci.r, Prudence, and Integrity, and which wc have fo fully manitctled, 
in ieleding you tc prelide in the Adrniniftiation of the Government of Bengal. 

T j “ Wc are, 

Q 1 A Your loving Fiiends, 

28tl. Augull, I7;i. « I.au. Sulivan, 


Fred’" Pigou, 
Ikn^ Savage, 

J. Purling, 

Geo. Dudley, 
John Manlhip, 
John Harrifon.** 


Read, from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extra6l of the Proceedings 
of a Committee of Circuit of the i ith July 1772, beginning at Page 211 of the fame 
Book, 

“ Coflimbazar, the iith July 1772. 

“ At a Committee} Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haflings, Prefident ; 

Samuel Middleton, 

Philip Milner Dacres, 

James Lawrell, and 
John Graham, 

“ The Prefident propofes Rajah Goordafs, the Son of Maha Rajah Nundcomar, for the 
Office of Dewan to the Nabob’s Houfhold. The inveterate and rooted Enmity which has long 
lubfifted between Mahomet Reza Cawn and Nundcomar, and the Ncccffiiy of employing the 
Vigilance and Activity of fo penetrating a Rival to counteraft the Defigns of Mahomet Reza 
Cawn, and to eradicate that Influence which he ftill retains in the Government of this Province, 
and more cfpccially in the Family of the Nabob, arc the foie Motives tor this Recommendation, 
The Honourable Company, in their Letter by the Lapwing, order, that both “ Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, and every Perfon employed by or in Conjunition with him, or ailing under his 
Irifliiencc, lhall be tlivefted of any further Charge or Influence in the Colledlions and they 
further diredl, that a rtridl Scrutiny be made into hit Conduit in the Excrcife of his Office of 
Naib Soobah, from the Suijpicion of his having been “ equally unfaithful in the Difcharge of 
that Trufl:.’* ■ 



ft 
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there Order*, that it veas the rntention of* the Court of Dlre^ors to 
Sf "I Government of thefe Provinces, and to begin with tlie Abo 

Y«r. t-rtabliHied in it dur.ng the Courfc of the lall Seven 

n , » ' ^ had not been cxprefTcd, it mull necciranly have been implied in their Com- 

ma^Is ; flnee K was not ro be expefted that a new Plan of Government could effcdtually take 


may 
ved, or 
c Honour- 


-L'l.*. U T n r I ^ ^ v«.,vT» * vj v^v/v%.i liiDV. Ill VV/UIV4 Cli^-A^iually 

ff-M k u. u rf 1^1* ®f ‘ 'fhe fame Mm, 'till lately, had the Chaige of 

k ? ® Application of his vaft Stipend, tlic Adminiltration of fulhec, and 

the Lolkft ion of the Kevemus of the Province; in a Word, every Branch of the AdminilU-tion 
was «ntercd m Perfon ot Mahomed Rc^a Caun. It is true that his Authoiity was much di- 
rami c in the Collvdtions by the Inititiuion of the Supervilbrs ; but he ftill retained an Inlliicnce 
in molt 1 arts of tin- Province ; and on fon.c his kcrct I’owcr was even fuperior to that of the Su- 
pcTvi or. In the Dircftion ot the Nabob’s I loudiokl he aded without Check or Control *, the Na- 
)0 s bis Appointmciu, his Creatures and Dependants ; thefe (till continue in 

C ^be Nabobs Pciion, and in Poliinion ol his Mind, which tl»ey may be naturally fuppofed 

to l^ch Inclinations and Puri^ofcs as may beft fuit ihc Views and Intcrells of their Patron. 

u 1 L • juflity the Nf}mination of a Man to fupply the Place of the kite Naib 

Soobrili, who IS known to be his moil violent Opponenr, and moil ca|xib!c of oppofing him. It 
IB not pretended that thefe k^ncls aic to be obtained meiely from the Abilities of Rajah Goor- 
dais ; his Youth and Inexperience render him, although unexceptionable in other Relpeds, in- 
adequate to the real Purpoks ot his 7\ppoincmenc V but his l ather hath all the Abiluics, Perfe- 
vcrance, and iemper, requifue for luch Ends, in a Degree perhaps exceeding any Man in Ben- 
gal. Thele Talents heretofore made him obnoxious to Government iticlf, and theicfore it might 
be thought unlafe to truft him with an Authority fo near the Nabob, whom he might infpirc with 
his own Ambition, and affill witfi the Means of carrying it to the moll dangerous lixtremes. * It is 
poflible that this might be the Cafe, were he immediately and formally intiulled with theChaigc 
in Qiiellion •, and therefore it is propol'ed to confer it upon his Son, who is of himfelf incapable of 
making a very bad Life of it, anti to allow (d his afting under the Inlkiciicc and Inlliiidion 
Father, who holding no Office under the Nabob, and being a Subjed of our Guvernm'^ 
be removed without Eclat, or the lead A|)prarance of Violence, whenever he lliall be 
even fulpeded, to abufc his 1 uilf, and apply it to Dcfigns hurtful to the Iiiterelts of 
able Company. 

“ V\^irren Ilaftings.” 

“ Mr. Middleton delivers in the following Minute. 

For the Reafons which have been lo properly and powerfully urged by the Prcfident, I en- 
tirely approve of the Choice he has made in the Perlon of ICajah Cioordals, as a Man the moll 
eligible to fuperintend the Aflaiis of the Nabob’s Houffiokl, and at the lame Time to complete 
the Reformation which the Company have thought luccliary to be made in the Government of 
this Country. Young and inexperienced hinifclf, without that Temper of Mind which denotes 
Ambition, no Apprelicnfions need be enteitaincd of his making an improper Ulc of the Authority 
with which he is inveded ; yet, direded by the CfTunlel of his Father, whofe Abilities and Inve- 
teracy to the late Naib Soobah are well known, he not only mud be deemed capable of dilcharg- 
ing all the Fundions of his OiFice with Applaulc, but mud appear particularly calculated to 
anfwer thofc Ends the Honourable Company have in View, by the total Suppreffion of that 
Influence which has hitherto been jrlaccd in the Perfon of Mahomed Reza Cawn ; and this without 
any Danger that Schemes of Ambition will be formed by the Father himlelf, or if formed, without 
a Poflibiiity of executing them, feeing that the Power from which his Confcquence is only refledccl 
will be fo circumlciibed, and wholly unable to fereen him, on the lead Breach of Confidence, from 
the jud Refentnicnc of thofc to whom he is indebted for the Degree of Confideration he holds. 

“ Sam'. Middleton.’* 

** MefTicurs Daercs, Lawrell, and Graham, objed to the Propofition of appointing Rajah 
Goordafs, Dewan to the Nabob, and will affign their Reafons at a future Meeting, {a) 

Read, alfo, the following Extract of the Proceedings of a Committee of Circuit, of 
the 26th July 1772, from Page 259 of the fume Book. 

‘‘ Coflimbazar, the 26 th July '772- 
“ At a Committee ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Ilailings Efquire, Prtfident; 

Samuel Middleton, 1 
P. Milner Dacres, ^ 

James Lawrell, J ^ 

John Graham, J 

“ [Minute of MelF*. Dacrcs, Lawrell, and Graham. 

“ Meff*. Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham, lay before the Committee the following Minute, in 
Support of their Diflcnt from the Prcfident’s Propofition for appointing Rajah Goordafs, Dewan to 
the Nabob. 


{a) V'ide Appendix, 
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** The Bafis on which wtf objcifl to the Appointment of Rajah Goordafs to the Office of ‘^Dewan 
of the Houfliold, and Manager of the Nabob’s Finances,” is, becaufe weefteem it in EffcA the 
Appointment of Nundcomar, who, with reiped to the various Accufatlons againft his political 
Conduft, and the Orders which have been in Confcquence received from the Honourable the 
Court of Direftors, Hands in fuch a Predicament, as to preclude, in our Opinion, an Acquicfcence 
in the Prefident’s Propofition,],^::^ ^ (“ We crave the Patience of the Committee to perufe thofe 
“ Teftimonies, faithfully collect from the public Records of our Government, on which we 
“ ground this Opinion. 


Extrafl from the Company’s General Letter to their Prefident and Council, dated aid February 

1764. 

“ Par. 37. From the Whole of your Proceedings with refpeft to Nundcomar, there feems to be 
no Doubt of his endeavouring by Forgery, and falfe Accufations, to ruin Ram Churn that 
he has been guilty of carrying on Correfpondcncc with the Country Power?, hurtful to the Com- 
pany’s Interells, and inilrumental in conveying Letters between the Shazada, and the French 
Governor General of Pondicherry •, in fhort, it appears he is of that wicked and turbulent Dif- 
pofition, that no Harmony can rubfiH in Society where he has the Opportunity of interfering. 
We therefore moft readily concur with you, that Nundcomar is a Perfon improper to be truHed 
with his Liberty in our Settlements, and capable of doing Mifchief, if he is permitted to go 
out of the Province, cither to the Northward or to the Deccan. We fhall therefore depend upon 
your keeping fuch a Watch over all his Aftions as may be • Means of preventing his diHurb- 
ing the Qiiict of the Public, or injuring Individuals for the future.”) 

(Signed at the End) 

“ Warren Hallings, 

P. M. Dacrcs, 

James Lawrell, 

J. Graham,” {a) 


Efquires. 


§ 


Read,\Jfoy the following Extraft of the Proceedings of a Committee of the 28th 
of July 1772, from Page 282 of the fame Book. 

‘‘ CofTimbazar, the 28th July 1772. 
At a Committee; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Prefident; 

Samuel Middleton, *) 

P. Milner Dacrcs, 

James Lawrell, 

John Graham, 


“ The Prefident delivers in the following Minute. 

“ The Prefident feels a Rclu6lance to dwell any longer on a Subjeft which nas divided the 
Opinions of the Committee, and already engaged too much of their Attention ; but he thinks it 
incumbent upon him to fay fomething in reply to the Objedtions which have been made to his 
Propofition, becaufe he apprehends that a very different Conclufion may be fairly drawn from the 
Arguments which have been urged againft it. His own Inclination will induce him to confine 
himfelf within the fame Bounds of Candour and Moderation, which the Gentlemen who differ 
from him in Opinion have fo properly chofen, and which ought to be invariably adhered to, where 
the End fought by all is the Public Good, and the only Difagrecment is the Mode of attaining it. 

“ The Prefident has already declared, that he meant, by the Appointment of Rajah Goordafs, 
that this Government fhould avail itfelf of the Abilities of Rajah Nundcomar for the Purpofes 
afiigned ; but it was his declared Intention to exclude him from any formal Truft in the Nabob’s 
Service, in order to guard againft any Attempts which might be apprehended from his Intrigues; 
thus leaving the Government at Liberty to recall him whenever he fhall be fufpeded of applying 
the Opportunities afforded him to ill Purpofes, without giving Umbrage to the Nabob, or leaving 
him a Pretence to fcrcen him from our Authority. 

“ The Prefident dots not take upon him to vindicate the moral Charnilcr of Nundcomar ; his 
Sentiments of this Man’s former political Conduft arc not unknown to the Court of Directors, who, 
he is perfuaded, will be more inclined to attribute his prefent Countenance of him to Motives of Zeal 
and Fidelity to the Service, in Repugnance perhaps to his own Inclinations, than to any Predilec- 
tion in his Favour. He is very well acquainted with molt of the Fadls alluded to in the Minute 
of the Majority, having been a principal Inflrument in detefting them ; ncvcrthclcfs he thinks it 
but Julticc to make a Diftinftion between the Violation of a Truft and an Offence committed 
againft our Government, by a Man who owed it no Allegiance, nor was indebted to it for Pro- 
teftion, bur, on the contrary, was the Miniftcr and aftual Servant of a Maftcr, whofc Intereft ^ 
naturally fuggefted that Kind of Policy, which fought by foreign Aids, and the Diminution of 
the Power of the Company, to raife his own Confcquence, and to re-eftablifh his Authority. He 


(</) ViJ« Appendix, N'* CXIII. 


has 
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hM «evv charged with any Inttance of Infidelity to the Nabob Meer Jafficr. the conllant 
Te^^ofwlipfe ^hucs, from his firft Accclfioo to the Nizatnut *iill his Death, cortefponded in 
al| Poims fo cxadlly with the Artifices sirhich were dctcflcd in his Miniftcr, that they raw be as 
t^irly afcr^bed to one as to the other j their immediate Objed was, beyond Queftion, tL Ac- 
grandftea^ of the ^woKr, though the latter had ultimately an equal intereft in their Succe^. 
fbo Opinion which the Nabob himfelf entertained of the Services and of the Fidelity of Nund- 
evid^tly appeared in the diftinguiflicd Marks which he continued to Ihcw him of his 
Favour and Confidence to the latcft Hour of his Life. 

“ Conduft in the fucceeding Adminiftration appears not only to have been diflatcd by the 
fame rrinciples, but, ^ we may be allowed to Ipeak favourably of any Mcafures which oppofed 
the Views of our own Government, and aimed at the Support of an adverfe Intereft, furely T was 
not only not culpable, but even praife-worthy. He endeavoured, as appears by the Abftrads b^ore 
us, to give Con^qiKncc to his Mafter, and to pave the Way to his Independence, by obtiuning a 
j 'll L Appointment to the Subalhip ; and he oppofed the Promotion 

or Malmnoed Kcza Cawn, becaufc he looked upon it as a Superceflion of the Hights and Authority 
of the Natwb. He is now an abfolute Dependant and Subjeift of the Company, on whole Favour 
he muft reft all his Hopes of future Advancement. 

“ whatever may have been the Condufl of Rajah Nundcomar in a different Station, a'nd on 
former Occafions, the Prcfident cannot form an Idea of any Danger, to which the Company's la- 
terefts can be expofed, by his Influence with his Son in the Office which is now propoied /or the 
latter. No Situation of our Affairs could enable the Nabob, or any Perfon conne£tcd with him, to 
avail himfelf, by any immediate or fudden Ad, of the ftender Means which he has left to infringe 
our Power or enlarge his own i he has neither a military Force, Adihority in the Country, foreign 
Connexions, nor a Treafury, A Defign of fuch a Nature (if ever praXicablc) can only take RffeX 
by a long Train of concerted Events, and muft be the uninterrupted Work of Years } but .as it 
Im been repeatedly remarked, the F.yher having no Truft or Authority, nor the Son Abilities 
equal to fo great an Enterprize, the fligliteft Sufpicion will be fufficient to remove the former, and 
fruftrate every Hope of the Kind for ever. 

« With refpeX to any other Perfon who may be nominated for this Charge, the Prejttnrtc^ 
clarss, that he has fixed his Choice upon Rajah Goordafs, from the thorough ConviXioj^hat no 
other will be found equally qualified to anfwer the particular Purpofes of that AppointmRit. 

“ To conclude.— At a different Seafon, and under other Circumftances, the Frefident would 
acquiefee in the Arguments which have been urged againft his Recommendation. He (houkl be 
very forry to fee Nundcomar become the Miniftcr of a rival Power, becaufc of his Abilities } he 
thi^a they may be moft ufefully employed in the Service of our own Government. 

Warren Haftings.’* 


To Ihew that Mr. Haftings, for the firft Time, began to attack the Charadcr of 
Nundcomar, when he firft apprehended that Nundcomar would make a Charge 
againft him. 

The. Witnefs produced a Duplicate of a Letter from the Prefident to the Secret 
Committee of the Honourable the Court of Direftors for the Affairs of the Honour- 
able United Eaft India Company. 

Read the fame, as follows. 


Gentlemen, 


“ Fort William, the J 4 th March, 1774 .' 


** Although the Proceedings of the Board contain, very minutely recorded, all the Meafures 
which were taken for profecucing the Enquiry into the ConduX of Mahmud Rizza Cawn, and my 
own Sentiments, both in tlic Courfe and Iffue of it, are therein inferted at large j yet, as I wat 


originally honoured with your efpecial Commands for conduXing this intricate Bufinefs, I conceive 
it to be in Tome Meafure incumbent upon me to addrefs you on its Conclufion, that 1 may account 
for any apparent Deficiency, by ftating the Difficulties which I have had to encounter in the Dif- 
charge of it. I will fpeak firft of that Charge which was more particularly the ObjeX of your 
Attention and of our Enquiry, I mean the Monopoly of Griun. 

** You will be pleafed to recolleX that the Charge was general, without any Specification of 
Time, Places, or Perfons. I had neither Witnefles, nor Vouchers, nor Materials of any Sort to 
begin with j for thefe I relied chiefly on the Abilities, Obfervation, and aXive Malignity of Mah 
Rajah Nundcomar -, but not refting wholcly on his Aid, I took fuch other Precautions as were 
moft likely to produce Informations againft Mahmud Rizza Cawn, if his ConduX had really 
merited that R»urn from the People of this Country. In Concurrence with the Committee of 
Circuit at Coffimbuzar, and with the Council here, I publilhed Advertifements, inviting all Per- 
fons to give Information againft fuch as had contributed to the Diftreffes of the Countty, in the 
Time of the Famine, by the Monopoly of Grain, or any other unfair PraXice on the Wants and 
Neceftiiies of the People. 1 allowed all who had any Thing to offer on thefe SubjeXs to have 
Accefs to me i «nd although I never had much Time to fpare, I patiently beftowed many Hours, 

II X and 
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and ev^n Days of It, in liilening W the multiplied but indefinite Suggeftions of Nundcomar : ili a 
Word, I omitted no Means, which were confiftent with my Charafter, to bring the Truth of this 
Accufation to Light. 

‘‘ In the Courle of the Enquiry I proceeded with the moft rigid Impartiality, not fuffering, I 
can fafely fay, the fmallcft Biafs to incline me. You will fee with what Materials I was furnilhed > 
1 am forry to fay, that fome were collefted with fo little Decency and Regard to Truth, as to 
make me apprehenfive of the EfFefts which they might have produced on my Charafter, from the 
Countenance which I afforded to the principal Agent in the Profecution, had I not in my own 
immediate Conduft invariably adhered to the ftrifteft Rule of Juflice. My Judgement was formed 
with the fame Temper of Mind •, and I continue in the Perfuafion, that it will be found perfeftly 
confiftent with the Evidence before me, which coft me much Labour and Attention, in the Midft 
of continued Interruption, to collcdl from the Records of near Thirty different Examinations. 

“ I informed Rajah lluzzoorymul with the Reference which you had been pleafed to dire^ me 
to make to him for the Fadts on which his Information, a Copy of which I received in your 
Commands by the Lapwing, was grounded. He came feveral Times to me, with the exprefs 
Purpofc and Promife of entering into a full Communication of the Subjett, and brought with him 
an old and refpciftable Merchant of this City, fince tleceafcd, who he faid was equally apprized of 
thefe Circumftanccs with himfclf, to aid him in his Informations •, but after much timid Hefitation, 
mutual Reference, and Procraftination, they both at length declined it, nor could I ever obtain 
the fmalleft Intelligence from either. I ftiould be forry if this Report were to give you an un- 
favourable Opinion of Rajah Huzzoorymul j I can truly affirm 1 know not a Man of a more 
guarded Condotft, or a more cqpfcicntious Integrity. Either the Fear of the Confcquences affedl- 
ing his Charadlcr reftrained him from avowing what he knew, or, which I think more likely, he 
was mifled by the Clamours of the People in the Information which he originally gave to Mf. 
Gregory. 

“ With refpedl to the Accounts of the Nizamur, and the Balance faid to be due from Mahmud 
Rizza Cawn for the Colledlions made by him at Dacca, during the Lifetime of Jafficr Ally Cawn, 
^^Sjjas certainly more in the I’ower of Nundcomar than of any other Perfon to fumilh me with 
the ful^'^ authentick State of both. Befides an official and prafiical Knowledge which 

he had oR^e Nature of the former, of which at one Time he had the entire Management, he had 
at this Time the Command of all the Accounts of the Nizamul through the Means of his Son 
Raja Goordafs, who is the Dewan of that Office. 

“ He pofTcITed the entire Confidence of the Nabob Mccr Jafficr at the Time in which Mah- 
mud Rizza Cawn was employed as Agent for the Dacca Collections, and had actually entered into 
a Scrutiny of his Conduft during the Life of that Nabob, which Scrutiny produced the Balance 
now appearing againft him. 

“ All the Accounts on thefe Heads which I have ever received from Maha Raja Nundcomar 
ftand upon Record, and they are fuch as appear more calculated to acquit Mahmud Rizza Cawn 
than eftablifh any Proofs againft him. Indeed he has lately offered to furnifh me with very mi- 
nute Accounts ot the Dacca Colle^ions duri^ the Period of Mahmud Rizza Cawn’s Agency ; but 
thefe were not put into my Hands until the Enquiry was clofcd, although he had taken other in- 
direfk Means, I know not why, to bring them to the Notice of the Board and as to the Nizamut 
Accounts, although I have uied every Means, for upwards of Ten Months paft, both with him 
anci his Son, which could operate cither on their Hopes or Fears, to obtain them, they were not 
delivered tilt the latter End of January laft, accompanied with the Promife of a feparate Proof of 
Embezzlement in the Article of Exchange, which, after frcfti Importunity both from myfelf and 
from the Board, was tranfmitted fo late, that they arrived only on the loth of January •, nor did thefe, 
more than any other Paper furnilhcd by Nundcomar, afford any Thing like Proofs, but only reite- 
rated Charge, without One Voucher, or the leaft Aid that might ciirecit us to one. 

“ I arq at a lofs to difeover the feerct Spring which governs the myfterious Condud of this 
Man, as I am certain he is impelled by nothing lefs than a Dcfire to favour Mahmud Rizza 
Cawn. It might foit well with his private Views to procraftinate the Iflueof the Enquiry, al- 
though it would be little confiftent with the Credit or Jufticc of your Adminiftration to prolong k 
to a lurthcr Period, 'Two Years having been already confumed in bringing it to a Clofe on our 
Freezings. Many Attempts indeed were made by Nundcomar, both in the Courfe of this Affair, 
and in the Examination of Mah Rajah Shitabroy, to obtain a formal Commiffion for making a per- 
fonal and local Inquifition into the Accounts of the Coiledions depending on both. This I dif- 
approved ; knowing that fuch a Power might be converted, and believing that in his Hands it 
would be converted, to Purpolcs very detrimental to the Revenue, and oppreffive to the People : 
It was propofeti to the Board, and by ihem peremptorily refufed. 

“ Notwithftanding the Confcioufnels which 1 polfefs of my own Integrity, and the Certainty 
that my Condud throughout this ungrateful Bunnefs will, on the moft rigid Scrutiny, do me 
Credit, yet I ain not without my Fears. I am aware of the violent Prejudices which were taken 
up at once againft Mahmud Rizza Cawn by all Ranks of People both here and at Home \ I am 
affo aware, that in England, wliere the very Name of Enquiry into the paft Management of Affairs 
in India natters the Paffion of the Tiines, and raifes Expedations of great and important Detec- 
tionSi the Refult may balk thole Expedations, and turn the Torrent of public Clamour another 

Way. 
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^* 7 ' I** private Letters which I received from my Iriends in England, I was 

war^ to act With the greatefl Caution in this Enquiry, as the Confirmation of my Credit with 
forgive me for adding, with your Honourable Court, depended dpon it. 

Magnitude of the Charges alledged againft Mahmud Rizza Cawn, his reputed Wealth, 
Ae Means which that afforded him both of lupprefllng Evidence, and even of influencing his 
Judges in his Favour, ana the natural Conclufion deduciblc from fo many exaggerated Accu-^ 
rations, that fomc Part of them at lead was true, gave additional Force to thefe Cabtionary Intima- 
ttons, and niade me fear for the Confcquences ; not only as they might aflfcil my Reputation, which 
It has been the Study of my Life to maintain unblcmifhed, but as they might blaft all my Hopes 
from the Continuation of your Favour, which I hold folely on the Credit of my Int^rity. 

It is pofliblc that, on a Review' of the Proceedings, you may find fomc critical Circumftances 
difregarded, fomc Fafts of Confequcncc not fuflicicntly traced through all their Connexions or 
dependent Events, by which the Truth might have been more fuccefslully followed. I can onlv 
fay, that 1 have never quitted this Profecution but for AfFaiis of greater Moment *, and although 
I ever bear the mod refpcilful Deference for your Commands, and have never differed my Zeal to 
flacken in their Execution, yet I mud candidly own, that I never gave up a Portion of my Time 
to this Bufinefs, without feeling a painful Regret that fo much of it was lod to the Care of your 
real Intereds; and how much I have bedowed of it on that, your Records, in tlic various Depart- 
ments over which I prcfide, will abundantly tedify. 

I mud declare that 1 have another Motive for my Fears ; the dark and deceitful Charaftcr of 
Nundcomar, whole Gratitude no Kindnefs can bind, nor even his own inrered difengage him from 
the crooked Politicks which have been the Study and Pradicc of his whole Life. Of this I have 
had many very extraordinary Proofs; I fliall indance only Two, as mod expreflivc of his ruling 
Character. 

“ Before my Departure from Fort Sc. George, when my Appointment to this Prefidcncy was 
known, a Mcffcngcr, exprefsly deputed from Munny Begum, came to me there with Letters, en- 
treating my Pfoteftion, in the mod earned Terms, both for her Houfe and for the People of BcngaL^ 
againd the Tyranny of Mahmud Rizza Cawn, and referring me for further Informatioi^O'mSn 
Raja Nundcomar, from whom I received fimilar Addreffes on the fame Subjeft. I'he ]y|iim has 
Cnee folcmnly difowned her having ever written fuch Letters, or autborifed luch a Copjpimmon. 

A very fliort Time after the Elevation of his Son to the high Office which he now poffcITcs 
as Dewan to the Nabob, Nundcomar fent Draughts of Letters to the Begum, which he recom- 
mended to her to write to me, enumerating the many Encroachments which had been made 
by the Englifh Government on the Rights of the Nizamut, and reclaiming them for the Behalf of 
the Nabob. Copies of ihcfe Draughts, communicated to me by the Kcfident, Mr. Middleton, and 
by other Channels, arc adually in my Poffeffion. 

1 trud to his own Genius to furnifh you with nearer Proofs in the Reprefentations which he 
has already made, or which he may at this Time convey to your Knowledge. 

** My Experience of his Chara6ter has never altered my Behaviour to him, but in fuch Indances 
only, and fuch have occurred, as required it for the publick Tranquillity. I have fupported the 
Authority of Rajah Goordafs, even in Oppofition to the Begum, bccaufe it was confident with 
the Credit and Sanity of your Adminidration, that the Sydem which it had been thought proper, 
on well'confidcrcd Grounds, to appoint, fhould be dcadily fupported. 

“ I have alfo, in many little Indanccs, by my Countenance, aflided the perfona! Influence of 
Maha Raja Nundcomar, and I have endeavoured to turn both his good and bad Qualities to Ac- 
count for the Advantage of the Honourable Company, in fuch Occafions as could admit of the Ap- 

S lication of cither; but I mud fay, that I have been difappointed in all my pad Expeftations from 
im, and dojiot promife myfclf much Benefit from his Abilities in Time to come, as the Scene on 
which he had the faired Opportunity of difplaying them is now clofcd. 

“ Whatever your Refolution may be concerning the future Fate of Mahmud Rizza Cawn, it 
is my Duty, although I believe it unneceffary, to reprefent, that whatever Reparation you may 
thinic due for his pad Sufferings, the Redoration of any Part of the Power which he before pof- 
ftfiTcd will inevitably tend to the Injury of the Company's Affairs, and the Diminution of your 

Influence and Authority. ^ r 

There can be but One Government and one Power in this Province. Even the Pretenfions 
of the Nabob may prove a Source of great Embarraffment, when he is of Age to claim his Rc- 
kafe from the prefent State of Pupilage, which prevents his afferting them. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient and 

^ mod faithful Servant, 

Warren Hadings.*’ 

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would next produce a Chai w 
made by the Rajah Nundcomar againft the Defendant, of lus .receiving Three Lacks 

and an Half for the Appointment of Munny Begum to be Guardian to the Nabob. 

Read, 
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Read, from Book 9, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Confultation of 
the I ith March 1775, beginning at Page 1331 of the fame Book. 

« Fort William, the nth March 1775. 

Sterrt Deo “ ^ Council } Prcfcnt, 

Siturday. The lionourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ■, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Philip Francis Efquire. 

Mr. Barwell indifpofed. 

S ' (“ Read and approved the Confultation of the 8th inllant. 

Mr.Fr»ncib‘ « Mr. Fraiicis begs Leave to inform the Board, that he this Morning received a Vifit from 

brings a Letter u Rajah Nundcomar, in which the Rajah delivered to him a Letter addrefled to the Governor 

cor»r^«ur- “ and Council, and demanded of him, as a Duty belonging to his Office, as a Councillor of this 
ing the Oa- State, to lay it before the Board. — Mr. Francis conceiving that he could not, confiftently 

“ with his Duty, refufc fuch a Letter at the Inftance of a Perfon of the Raja’s Rank, did accord- 

» ingly receive it, and now lays it before the Board, declaring, at the fame Time, that he is un- 
“ acquainted with tlic Contents of it. — Mr. Francis further begs Leave to obferve, that he 
“ received this Letter publickly in the Prcfencc of a confiderable Number of Perfons, and that 
“ the Rajah’s verbal Requeft was interpreted to him by Three difterent Perfons. 

“ (Signed) P. Francis. 

“ Opened and read the Letter from Mah Rajah Nundcomar delivered in by Mr. Francis, jvhich 
“ is as follows : 

“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. 

“ Superior Council of Fort William. 

“ iffViourablc Sir, and Sirs, , « 

“ At^k Time that Meet Mahomed Caufim Khawn, having maftacred and made Pnloncrs 
“ many of^ Englilh, had acquired a Superiority, and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn, 
“ thinking himfclr unprepared, refufed to enter into a War with Meer Caufim, in Compliance 
“ with the Enolilh Gentlemen’s Dcfire, I endeavoured by every Method to perfuade Nabob Jaffier 
“ Khawn to tliis Step : 1 engaged myfelf to provide the Supplies of Money, to levy the Troops, 
« to aflcmble the Zemindars •, and, in Ihort, to perform every requifite Part. Having by this 
« at length prevailed upon the Nabob to join the Englifti, and engage in the War, Meer Ma- 
homed was driven out of the Province, and an Advantage gained over Sujah Dowlah, who had 
“ efpoufed his Caufe. At this Junflure, I obtained from his Majefty the King Shaw Allum the 
“ Subahs (of Bengal, &c,) for the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn : During the Nabob’s Lifeume, I 
« faithfully tranfmitted to the King the Amount agreed upon for his Royal Revenues : I honcftly 
“ paid the Company, the Englilh Army, and the Marrattas, the Sums feverally ftipulated to 
« them, and the Nabob the bums requifite for the Support of his own Troops, and the Dig- 
« nity and Expenccs of the Nizamut j and I provided the Supplies of Grain which, at that Tim^ 
« was attended with great Difficulty. After Jaffier Ally’s Death, and the Succefflon of Nabob 
« Nudjum ul Dowlah to tlic Nizamut, a Party of the Englilh Gentlemen deprived me of the Office 
« I poflefled, in the Bufinefs of which I was well verfed, and, for Views of private Advantage, 
« raffed Mahomed Reza Khawn to the Port. For the Space of Seven Years Mahomed Reza 
« managed the Affairs of the Subah of Bengal j what the Meafures were which he purfued in the 
Adminiftration of the Country, the Balances which he fraudulently wrote off, his Violence 
« and Oppreflions upon his own Mafter and upon the Ryatts, and his Trade in Grain, by all 
*« which hfs Mailer’s Houfe and the whole Country were delblated, arc well known to all. When- 
« ever a juft Enquiry lhall be made, fuch will be found to have been his Conduft. I have now 
« been Ten Years out of Emplqyment. Mahomed Reza Khawn ardently wilbed during the whole 
« Time of his Miniftry to dilcover fome Fault of mine in the fettling the Bufinefs of the Coqn- 
« try, or fome Fraud or Delay in the Method of tranfafting it. As nothing of the Kind had 
“ been committed by me, he was able to produce nothing. Whoever occupies a great Poll, 
“ as well as faithful Adherent, undoubtedly meets with dilcontented and turbulent Men. Thq 
utmoft Search which Mahomed Reza Khawn could make, could not produce a finglc Man who 
“ would lay his Complaint againft me. When Mr. Haftings arrived from Madras and entered 
upon the Government, he promifed me his Friendlhip, and engaged me to affift him in regulating 
“ and adjufting the Bufinefs of the Country. The Part I afled upon this Occafion will hereafter 
«• appear in the Courfc of this Narrative., When General Clavering and Colonel Monfon and 
“ Mr. Francis arrived from England, appointed Councillors for the Government of this Country, 
« the Prefident Mr. Haftings introduced many of the Natives who had Employments in the 
“ Country to thofc Gentlemen, and likewife gave PermilTion to many others to pay their Refpedls 
“ to them. At the Expiration of a Week after their Arrival, I begged of the Governor that 
“ he would introduce me : The Governor anfwered,- that he was well afllircd that I had a Friend 
“ who was his Enemy that afted as MclTengcr from me to thofc Gentlemen : You have con- 

' a trailed. 
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trailed, fald he, 
concluded 
Hurt 


procure an Interview by I.is Means i” 

islth h 1 1 ..“ i ■* Advantage, but in th 

IS included J look to it.” I replied with beaain^ th,; h. ° "aV 


and lie 

••■. / — '”C5' > that your 

Slanders of Mr Praham , • n. ’ ‘^‘^P ^ rhat he would not give Credit to the 

in thlrSute a^ who was my Enemy. The Affair remained for fomc Tune 

Claming CoWl Mo^ introtiuce me to (Jcneial 

i: donjon, and Mr. hrancis. I continued after this to pay my Refpeds fioni 

On 

Mr. Graham ami the 
taken his l .cavc, rlic Governor 


u a. 'r- ai.vi iTi,* 1 idULis. 1 continued after tins to pay mv Kclp.*ds 

» rSav thrLfh of ’p 'r Sometimes to the otlier 1 hrcc Gentlemen. 

Tuefday the 29th of Pools I waited upon the Governor, and found 

Gove rnor in Convcrfation together. When Mr. Graham had taken I. 

me, I fliall hereafter be your Enemy here, and fhall not ceafe to be fuch even in !• uropc you 

,, 1 "“" j°V go anil do me the utmoll livil in your Power.” I 

begged of him coolly and impartially to confidcr the Juttice of this Declaration, and told him 

« h r h h t ^ m’ ^ diis conceiving that 

what he had faid proceeded from a Guff of Paflion, and that he would not ferioufly dctcTtninc 

upon cffcaing my Rum. Since this, Juggut Chund, whom 1 have educated from a Child and 
patronized, who even now enjoys the Office of Naib to my Son Rajah Goordafs, with the moll 
abandoned Undutifulnels has been leeking to injure rnyfclf and Raj-ih Goordafs. He is now 
« come to Calcutta without Order of Council, and contrary to Rajah Goord.ifsN Dcfire, and he 
“ has never yet even been to vifit me. This Perfon is admitted to hold Council with the Govern- 
cn. And Mohunperfhaud, whofe Villainy anti lying Intrigues arc known to both the Engliffi 
“ Gentlemen and the Natives throughout this City, who is my inveterate F nemy, and whom the 
Governor formerly turned out of his Houfe, and forbid him to appear there again, is now re- 
“ called into his Prefence, is prefented with Paan by him, and aflured of his Protetflion. Moluin- 
“ perfaud is admitted by the (Jovernor to private Conferences both in Town and at his Gardens, 
and likewife frequently comes to Juggut Cluind’s Houfe, and holds Confultations with )iim. 
What Title from Rank or Fidelity have thefe to fuch intimate Conncdfion with the Governor f 
« What other Title have they than their Enmity and Malevolence to me ? I have no Power in 
« this Country : Mr. Haftings is the Superior of all. The Goodnefs of God is the only Defence^ 
« have againft the declared Hatred of fuch an Enemy. I cflcem my Honour dearer ^ari'my 


_ an Jinemy. 1 cltcem my Honour dearer ^an’ my 

- Life, and I am not infenfible of the Injury my Charader may fuffer from the Difeoy^s I am 
“ about to make ; but greater Difgracc attends my Silence, and I am left without n^oicc. I 
“ fhall therefore requeft your Attention to the following Account of fome few Parts of tlic 
“ Governor Mr. Haftings’s Conduft in the Courfc of his Government.”) 

!». “ [When Mr. Haftings arrived in Bengal from Madras, and entered upon the Adminiftration 
of Affairs, he told me, that he was well alfured of the Embezzlements and Malprafliccs of Ma- 
homed RhezaKhawn and Rajah Sliitabroy, and deflred that I would affift him in the Intention he 
had of removing them from their Employments, and prepare a Statement of their rffpcclive Ac- 
counts. He further added, that he would caufc me to be appointed by Council, Aumiii over the 
whole Country ; and that Mahomed Reza and Shitabroy Ihould appear before me, and render 
to me the Accounts of their Provinces. “ I will delegate to you,” faid he, “ my whole Power 
and Influence.” Depending upon this Declaration, I readily lent the Afliftance in my Power j 
and Mr. Haftings, having ftimmoned Mahomed Reza and Rajah Shitabroy to Calcutta, direfted 
me to draw out an Account of their Embezzlements, which I accordingly did, and gave to him. 

“ Excluflve of Embezzlements from the Jewels, and on Account of Elephants, Horfes, 
Sheep, and from the private Treafury, the Accounts of the Embezzlements of Mahomed Reza 
Khawn in the Nizamut, from the Commencement of the Bengal Year 1172 to the Conclufion of 
the Bengal Year 1178 ; and in the Province of Dacca, from the Bengal Year 1170 to 1177, arc 
both together ftated at 2,02,28,958 Rupees, and upwards. Befldes this, the Sum of 13,00,000, 
Balance of Accounts due, by his Agreement with the Company, for Diftritfts under his Dirctftion 
within the Years 1172 and 1178, he has fraudulently written off as outftanding, and has himfclf 
embezzled. The Sum total of this Account, delivered by me to Mr. Haftings, amounted to 
3,05,26,957 and upwards. 1 likewife brought to him Perfons who were preferring their Com- 
plaints againft Mahomed Reza Khawn, on Account of Injuries committed by him in the Purchafe 
and Sale of Grain. Mahomed Reza, upon this, fent a Meflenger to me, propoflng a Prefent of 
Ten Lacks of Rupees to Mr. Haftings, and Two Lacks to me and that theic Enquiries Ihould 
be ftopt. I acquainted Mr. Haftings with this Propofal. He made anfwcr, That he could not 
fufpend an Enquiry for the Amount of Crores of Rupees, for fuch a Sum •, and that it was proper 
the Government’s Money Ihould be recovered i and added, that he Ihould not releale him from 
Confinement till the Points in Queftion were decided upon. He faid no more to me j but after a few 
Days he took the Guards oft Mahomed Reza Khawn, fet him at Liberty, entirely dropt the En- 
quiry into his Embezzlements and Malpradlices, and did not dojuflice to the Complainants 
againft Mahomed Reza, who had proved in Council their Charge on the Affairs of the Sale 
and Purchafe of Grain, to whom he adjudged no Damages. Why this extraordinary Favour was 
fo fuddcniy (hewn, the Governor can bell aflign the Reafons. 

“ Reza ul Dicn Mahomed Khawn, and Mahomed Alley Khawn, on Account of the Offices of^ 
Fogedars of Hoogley and Silut, and Amul of Nudia, were accountable to the Company fur 

1 1 Y Lacks 
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Lacks of Rupees •, yet upon their Deccafe Mahomecl Reza feized the Whole of their Eftates, and 
delivered no Part to the Company. In the Bengal Year i i8i Mahomed Ueza threw Amarut 
.Su:g, his own Mutfuddie, into clofe Confinement at Calcutta, and extorted large Sums from him. 
Copaul Sing was the Ameel of his Jaghcer, and received from him annually a general Releafe under 
his own Seal, and which he has now in his Pofieflion : Notwithftanding this, Mahomed Reza has 
till own him into Prifon, and demands Money from him to a great Amount ; He fufFers great Se- 
verities from Mahomed Reza in his Confinement, but nobody lifiens to his Complaints. The 
Governor, Mr. Mailings, formerly faid to me, that as the Jaghecr of Mahomed Reza was merely 
nnnexetl to the Poll of Naib of the Nizamut, it fhould be taken from him : This is now the 
Ihird Year fince he has been deprived of that Poll; but the Jaghcer, which is a very large In- 
come, has not been remanded. Why the Company fhould be deprived of fo confiderable a Sum, 
as the Amount of this is, from the Time of Mahomed Reza’s DifinilTion from the Niabut, it re- 
mains with the Governor to explain. 

“ I delivered to Mr. Mailings an Account of the Embezzlements of Shitabroy from the Com- 
mencement of ilic Year 1173, to the Conclufion of the Year 1181 of the Fuflil .^ra, ftated at 
the Sum of more than 90 Lacks of Rupees. When the News of this reached Maha Rajah 
Duriidge Narain, at Moor filed abad, he fciit a Vaikccl with Letters to the Governor and Mr. 
Reed, and inylelf, containing his Propofals, that from the 90 Lacks demanded from Shitabroy, 
a Dedudion Ihould be made of 30 L.acks for Deaths and irrecoverable Balances ; and he would 
himli If difeharge the remaining Co, on Condition that he Ihould be put into Shitabroy’s Poll ; 
and iliat, in lutiire having rendcrcii tlic Country more fiourilhing, he would give to Government 
a dill greater Revenue. When Rajuh Shitabroy heard of this Propofal, he told me and likewife 
lent me Word that he was ready to give Four Lacks to the Governor Mr. Mailings, and One to 
me, and Fifty thoufand Rupees to Mr. Reed, if the prefent Demand for his Accounts were put 
a Stop to. 1 acquainted tlie (l.ivcrnor with what Shitabroy faid : He anfwered that it was proper 
the Money of the State fhould be recovered without any Views of this Kind. In Conclufion, Mr. 
Haflings, without recoveiiiig the Company’s Money, and without informing me of his Intention, 
reinflauil Hajah Shitabroy, and returned him to Moorlhcdabad with high Honours. The 
li^ives of tlieic Proceed ing.s, and why Maha Rajah Durudge Narain’s Propofals, apparently 
lomud^or the Company’s Advantage, were rejeded, will bcfl be undcrflood from Mr. Mailings 
himl'clT^, 

“ rhc^im of 25,000 Rupees is the Rated annual Salary of the Mutfuddee of the Khalfa 
Sheriff, to be paid in ready Money, and by Jagheer. Why Raja Rajc Bullub enjoys a Salary of 
5,000 Rupees per Month, cxcliifivc of DiRrid of Dewan Gunge, the Produce of which is 
very confiderable, and how the Company’s Interefl was in this confuUcd, remains with Mr. 
Haftings to explain. 

“ At the Pime Mr. Haftings was going to Benares, he defired me to give him am Account lA 
Writing of any I.and.s which, though properly belonging to the Subah of Bahar, might have 
come under the Dominion of Bulvvand Sing, that they might be recovered from his Son Rajah 
Cheyte Sing. '1 he Pcrgiinnahs of Kera, Mungrour, and BirjayGhur, were exadtiy in this Situa* 
tion, having been ufurped by Bulwant Sing from the Subah of Bahar. I accordingly delivered to 
Mr. Mailings the Accounts of them from the Entrance of the Company upon the Dewanny to the 
Year 1 1 79 of the FuflTel /Era, ftated at 24 Lacks. Mr. Haflings faid, “ Give a Copy of this to 
“ Roy Radha Churn, that if Cheyte Sing is backward in acknowledging this Claim, Radha Churn 
“ may anfwcr anti confute him.” Why Mr. Haftings, when he arrived at Benares, and had 
called Rajah Cheyte Sing before him, left thefc Countries ftill in the Rajah’s Ufurpations, it 
remains with Mr. Haflings to explain. 

“ I he Governor, Mr. Haftings, has given the Purgunnah Bahurbunda, and others, in the 
Zemindary of the Ranee Bowanney, to Cancoo, his own Banyan, The Ranee has committed no 
l-’aulr, and Cantoo has no Right by Inheritance, or any other Title, to thefe Purgannahs. The 
Reafons of this Gift it remains with the Governor to explain. 

“ His Majdly, Shaw Allum, w.is graciouf^ pleafed to intend me an honorary Prefent of a 
J.ihalder Palankeen, accompanied with other Enfigns of State, according to the Cuftom of this 
Country. When this Prefent reached Raja Shitabroy at Patna, in its Way to me, Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaifier Ally Khawn was dead, and being out of all Employ, I had retired to Calcutta. 
Raja Sliitabroy, from the Fear of offending Mahomed Reza Khawn, detained the royal Prefent at 
Patna. Mr. 1 hillings gave Dircdlions to Shitabroy’s Vackecls Khojah AlTun and Mujelio Roy, 
requiring that it fhould be fent down, which it accordingly was, to Mr. Haftings, with whom it 
has remained ever fince. I humbly requeft that the Governor’s Reafons may be required, and if 
ilie loyal Prefent fhall be found to be my Right, it may be delivered to me. 

“ '1 lius far I have written in general Terms. I Ihall now beg leave to offtr a more particular 
and circumllaiui.il Statement of Fa^ls. 


“ An Account of Prefents received by the Governor, Mr. Haftings, on Account of 

Tranfa^ions'of a public Nature. 

•• “ Given by me to Mr. Haftings, at Calcutta, tor procuring Rajah Goordafs's Appointment to 
the Niabut, and caufing Munny, Begum to be made the Superior of the Family } by Means of 

Jagganaut 
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Tagganaut and Baulkiften, Canrumahs tf the Governor, Mr. Haftinr^s. ioecther with Chvtan 
Naut, Nurr S.ng, and Scdaunund. Three Bags of Gold Mohurs. (viz.J ^ ^ 


I Bag, containing Gold Mohurs — _ 

1 Ditto Ditto — — 

I Ditto Ditto w. 

And Adailies 1 140 zs Gold Mohurs 


*474 

147* 

900 

570 


Gold Mohurs — — 4412? 

. at 17 A. R* per Mohur f 75>004 

, Given by Ditto and Ditto, at Calcutta, by Means of Jagganaut 
and Baulkiflien, Canfumahs of Mr. Haftings, together with Seda- 
mund and Nurr Sing aforelaid, One Bag, (viz.) 

I Bag, containing Gold Mohurs — — _ _ ,20, 

And Adailies 359 = Ditto — — ,70 


B. V, ii7f4 
Allen ij. 


Gold Mohurs ~ — *4701, 
at 17 A. R'per Mohur I 

« Sent to Ditto, for Batta on the aforementioned Sums, which 
having been paid as Arcot, Mr. Haftings required they (hould be 
made up Sunautts, by Means of Jagganaut and Baulkiflien aforc- 
faid, together with Nurr Sing, aforelaid, (viz.) 

1 Bag, containing Gold Mohurs — — — _ 182 1 7 

at 1 7 A. R* per Mohur j 
“ Sent to Mr. Haftings, at Calcutta, by Means of Jagganaut and 
Baulkiflien, aforefaid, together with Shcevaram, 

I Bag, containing A. k» — — - 

“ Given to Mr. Haftings, at Moorfliedab.id, by Mony Begum, 
upon the Occafion of conftituting her the Superior of the Family, 
and taking away the Superiority from Bubboo Begum, IVIothcr of the 
Nabob Mebawrue ul Dowlah, who before enjoyed that Rank, 

Rupees Sonauc — — — _ _ 100,000 

“ The Governor, Mr. Haftings, in the Month Aflar 1 1 79, went 
from Calcutta to Moorfliedabad •, he remained about Three Months 
at Coflimbuzar, and fometimes went into the Nabob’s Palace. After 
Mr. Haftings returned from Moorfliedabad to Calcutta to Calcutta,* 

Mony Begum faid to Raja Gbordafs, “ Write Word to Marajah Nund- 
comar, that it is proper and requifite to give One Lack and 50,000 
Rupees to the Governor j and beg of Malirajah to aflt the Gover- 
nor, whether ic (hall be lent in ready Money, or by a Bill of Ex- 
change.” I accordingly aiked Mr, Haftings; who anfwcred, 

“ I have Connexions of Trade in (hat Part of we Country 5 let this 
Money be paid to Nurr Sii^, Cantoo’s Brother, who is at Coflim- 
buzar.” In confequcnce of which, I wrote to Rajah Goordafs, and 
Mony Begpm, that they fliould deliver the Money to Nurr Sing, 

Cantoo|s Brother. Mony Begum, with Rajah Goordafs’s Know- 
ledge, in the Month of Aughun 1 1 79, paid this Money to the 
Governor, Mr. Haftings, by the Means of Nurr Sing, aforefaid, 
from under the Care of Chytun Ahurr, Calh-kccpcr to the Behailah, 

Sonat Rupees — — — — — . — 150,000 


24.998 : 8 


Ditto 26* 


3,102 : 8 

Ditto 19.' 



« Sic in Orig; 


a, 50, 000 


“ Calcutta, 
the 8th March 1775. 


“ I am, 


Rupees 3,54,105 


Honourable Sirs, 

Your moft; obedient, and moft 
devoted humble Servant, 
The Signature of Rajah Nundcomar jua’* 


“ Ordered, That the Perflan Original, which was inclofed in the above, be tranflated. 

“ The Governor General obferves, as Mr. Francis has been picafed to inform the Board th.it 
he was unacquainted with' the Contents of the Letter lent in to the Board by Nundcomar, that he 
thinks himfclf juftified in carrying hiS Ciiriofity further than he ihould have permitted himfclf 
without foch a previous Intimation j and therefore begs Leave to alk Mr, Francis, whether he 
was, before this, acquainted With Nundcomar’s Intention of bringing fuch Charges againft him 
before the Board. v 

“ Mr. Francis. — As a Member of this Council, I do not deem myfelf obliged to anfwer any 
Queftiofl of meer Coriofity. I am willing, however, to inform the Governor General, that 
though I was totally unacquainted with the Contents of the Paper 1 have now delivered in to the 

Board, 



Secret Dept, 
Monday. 
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Board, ’till I heard it read, I did apprehend in general that it contained fome Charge againft himl 
It was this Apprchenfion that made me fo particularly cautious in the Manner of receiving the 
Raja’s Letter. I was not acquainted with Raja Nundcomar’s Intention of bringing in- fuch 
Charges as arc mcntioivd in the Letter. 

“ Warren Haftings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monfon, 

P. Francis.”] 

Read, alfo, the following Extraft of a Confultation of the 13th of March 1775, 
beginning at Page 1454 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 13th of March 1775. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Harwell, 7 r-r • 

Philip Francis, } 

** The Secretary informs the Board, that he has received the following Note from Mahrajah 
Nundcomar, with a Letter addrefled to them. , 

‘‘ Sir, 

“ I beg the Favour of you to deliver the accompanying Letter direfted to the Governor and 
fuperior Council, and open it in their Prefencc. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Calcutta, 13th March 1775. Signed (Nundcomar.)” 

Opened the Letter fent in with the above, which is read, and found to be as follows: 

^ 1 ^ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I Irik the Honour to lay before, in a Letter of the 1 ith inftant, an abftraded, but true 
Account^ the Conduct of the Honourable Governor in the Courfe of his Adminiftration. What 
is there written I mean not in leaft to alter j far from it : I have the ftrongeft written Vouchers to 
produce in fupport of- what I have advanced, and I wifli and intreat, for my Honour’s Sake, that 
you will fuffer me to appear before you to eftablilh the Faft by an additional inconteftible Evi- 
dence. 

“ I have never had any other Objeft in View but the Profperity of the Company, and when I 
informed the former Governors, at the Time of their enjoying that Dignity, of the Bufinefs and 
State of iliis Country, I always told them, that by an immoderate Attention to private Emolu- 
ment, the Company and the Country would greatly fuffer j that the Welfare of the Country, and 
the Increalc of the Revenues, were the primary Objefts which they Ihould continually keep in 
View. Mr. Haftings, till he had informed himfelf from me of the Affairs of this Country, re- 
mained exceedingly well pleafed with me -, when he had acquired this Knowledge from me, he no 
longer conllilted me j inftcad of my Patron he became my Enemy, and afted as foch. Unattentive 
to the Welfare of the Country, and the Enrichment of the State, he made his own private Emo- 
lument the Rule of his Conduct. You, Honourable Sir and Sirs, will take into Conftderation 
this and my former Addrefs, and will aft in whatever Manner you may judge moft conducive to 
the Intcreft and Profperity of the State and Country. 

“ I remain, &c. 

“ Calcutta, 13th March 1775. Signed (JUw) Nundcomar.” 




“ Colonel Monfon begs leave to make the following Motion.— I propofe that Raja Nund- 
comar be called before the Board to bring the Proofs of the Charge againft the Governor in his 
Letter of the 8th inftant. 

“ The Governor General enters the following Minute. 

Before the Queftion is put, I declare that I will not fuffer Nundcomar to appear before the 
Board as my AcculVr. I know what belongs to the Dignity and Charafterof the Firft Member of 
. this Adminiftration. I will not fit at this Board in the Charafter of a Criminal, nor do I acknow- 
ledge the Members of this Board to be my Judges. I am reduced on this Occafion to make the 
Declanitiun, that I look upon General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, apd Mr. Francis, as my 
Accufers. 1 cannot prove this in the direft Letter of the Law, but in ray Confcience I regard 
thcni as fuch, and I will give my Reafons for it. On their Arrival at this Place, and on the firft 
F'ormatinn of the Council, ihcy thought proper to take immediate and dccifive Meafures in Con- 
iraiiiCiion, and for the Repeal of thofc which were formed by me in Conjunftton with the laft 
Aiimini 'ration. 1 appealed to the Court of Direftors from their Afts. Many rubfequent Letters 
have been tranfmiued botit by them and by me to the Court of Direftors.— By me, in Proteftation 
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Igaiflft thfctr Condud ( bfr thicm) in Juftification of it. Quitting Ground, thty finrc appear 
to me to have choien other Modes of Attack, apparently calculated to divert my Attention, and 
to withdraw that of the Public from the Subject of our firft Differences, which regarded only the 
Meafures that were n^ffary for the Good of the Service, to Attacks directly and pcribnally levelled 
at me for Matters which tend to draw a perfonal and popular Odium upon me*, and fit Inllruments 
they have found for their Purpofe, Mr. jofeph Fowke, Mahrajah Nundcomar, Roopnarain 
Chowdry, and the Ranny of Burdwan. 

• “ It appears incontefiibly upon the Records that the Charges preferred by tlie Ranny againft 
me, preceded from the Office of Mr. Fowke-, all the Papers tranl'mitted by her, c.ime in their 
original Form written in the Englilh Language, fomc with Perfian Papers of which they were 
Tupfiofed to be Trinllations, but all Rrongly marked with the Charailer and Idiom of the 
Englilh Language. I applied on Saturday laft for Perfian Originals of Ibmc of the Papers lent 
by her, and I was refufed : I am juftified in declaring my firm Belief that no Inch Originals 
cxift. 

“ With refpeft to Nundcomar's Accufations, they were delivered by ilie Hands of Mr. 
Francisi who has declared that he was called upon by Rajah Nundcomar, as a Duty belonging 
to his Office as a Councillor of this State, to lay the Packet whiclr contained them before the 
Board. That he conceived that he could not, confident with his Duty, refufe Inch a Letter at the 
Inffanceof a Perfon of the Rajah's Rank, and did accordingly receive it, and laid it before the 
Board, declaring at the fame Time that he was unacquainted with the Contents of it ; I believe 
that the Court of Direftors, and thofe to whom thefc Proceedings lhall be made known, will 
think differently of this Aftion of Mr. Francis: That Nundcomar was guilty of great Infolence 
and Difrefpeft in the Demand which he made of Mr. Francis; and that it was not a Duty belong- 
ing to the Office of a Councillor of this State to make himfelf the Carrier of a Letter, which 
would have been much more properly committed to the Hands of a Peon or Hircarra, or de- 
livered by the Writer of it to the Secretary himfelf. 

Mr. Francis has acknowledged that he apprehended in general that it contained fome Chau^ 
againft me. If the Charge was falfe it was a Libel ; it might have been falfc for any '^in^tlut 
Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, fince he was unacquainted with the Coi}^^s of it. 
In this Inftance therefore he incurred the Hazard of prefenting a Libel to the Boarjjr This was 
not a Duty belonging to his Office as a Councillor of this State. I muft further inform the 
Board that I have been long fince acquainted with Nundcomar’s Intentions of making this Attack 
upon me. Happily Nundcomar, among whofe Talents for Intrigue that of Secrecy is not the 1- irft, 
has been ever too ready to make the Firlt Publication of his own Intentions. I was Ihewn a Paper 
containing many Accufations againft me, which I was told was carried by Nundcomar to Colonel 
Monfon, and that he himfelf was employed for fome Hours in private with Colonel Monlbn, 
explaining the Nature of thofe Charges, 

“ I mention only what I was told ; but as the reft of the Report which was made to me cor- 
refponds exaftly with what has happened fince, I hope I (ball ftand acquitted to my Superiors and 
to the World in having given fo much Credit to it, as to bring the Circumltance upon Record. 
I cannot recoltcdl the precife Time in which this is laid to have happened, but I believe it was 
either before or at the Time of the Difpatch of the Bute and Pacific. The Charge has fince un- 
dergone fomc Alteration, but of the Copy of the Paper which was delivered to me containing the 
original Charge, I caufed .a Tranflation to be made : When fufpeding the Renewal of the Sub- 
jedk in this Day’s Confultation, I brought it with me, and 1 defirc it may be recorded, that wlien 
our Superiors, or the World, if the World is to be made the Judge of my Conduft, fliall be pof- 
feffed of thefc Materials, they may, by comparing the fuppofed Original and amended Lilt of 
Accufations preferred againft me by Nundcomar, judge how far I am juftified in the Credit which 
1 give to the Reports above mentioned. I do not mean to infer from what I have faid, that it 
maxes any Alteration in the Nature of the Charges, whether they were delivered immediately 
from my oftenfible Accufers, or whether they came to the Board through the Channel of Patro- 
nage; but it is fufficient to authorize the Convidion which I feel in my own Mind, that thofe Gentle- 
men arc Parties in the Accufations of which they affert the Right of being the Judges. From the 
firft Commencement of this Adminiftration, every Means have been tried both to deprive me of 
the legal Authority with which I have been trufted, and to proclaim the Annihilation of it to the 
Warld ; but no Inftance has yet appeared of this in fo extraordinary a Degree as in the Queftion 
now before the Board. The Chief of the Adminiftration, your Superior, Gentlemen, appinted 
by the Legiflature itfelf. Shall I fit at this Board to be arraigned in the Prefence of a Wretch 
whom you all know to be one of the bafeft of Mankind ? I believe I need not mention his Name ; 
but it is Nundcomar: Shall I fit here to hear Men colleded from the Dregs of the People give 
Evidence at his didating againft my Charader and Condud ? I will not ; you may if you pleafe 
form yourfelves into a Committee for the Invcftigation of thefc Matters in any Manner which you 
may think proper, but I will repeat, that I will not meet Nundcomar at the Board, nor fuffer Nund- 
comar to be examined at the Board, nor have you a Right to it, nor can it anlwer any other Pur- 

pofe than that of vilifying, and infult me to infift upon it. o i • a a- /• • 

“ I am forry to have found it neceffary to deliver my Sentiments on a Subjed of fo important 
8 Nature in an unpremeditated Minute drawn frV me at the Board, which 1 ftiould have wilhed 
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to have had Leifure and Retirement to have enabled me to expitlt mjrfclf With that Degree of 
Caution and Exaftnefs which the Subjeft requires. I have fikid oodting but what I believe, and 
am morally certain, I (hall Hand juftihed for in the Eyes of my Superiws and the Eyes of tko 
World } but I referve to myfcif the Liberty of adding my further Sentiments in fuch a Manner 
and Form as I (hall hereafter judge neceffary. 

“ Ordered, I'hat the Paper delivered by the Governor General be entered rfter this Conftrf* 
tation. 

“ Colonel Monfon. — I beg that the Governor General will inform the Board, from whom he 
had his Information rcfpedling the Vifit Nundcomar made to me, to explain the Paper of Charget 
which he propofed to exhibit againrt the Governor, ^ 

“ 'I he Governor General. — I do not think the Queftion a proper one. Colonel Monibn will 
be plcafed to recoiled, that he is one of a decided Body of this State in which all the Powers rf 
it arc inherent. I will not mark any Individual as an Objeft for his Refentment j and I appre* 
hend that, upon a very (light Rccollcdion, he will fee the Impropriety of requiring from me ib 
unbecoming a Sacrifice. But as a further Proof, in Addition to what I have already urged, that 
I had Ucafon fufficient to credit the Report, I will beg Mr. Harwell to inforrn the Board, wbedier 
he was not apprized of the Came Circumdances at the fame Period of Time that I have inen> 
tioned myfcif. 

“ Mr. Barwell informs the Board, That he was apprized of it, and received a Copy of tho 
fame Paper that the Governor has laid before the Board. 

“ Colonel Monibn. — As the Governor General has not thought proper to acquaint the Board 
from whom he received the Information with regard to my Converfation with Nundcomar, I (hall 
take no farther Notice of it j as I prefume an AfTcrtion, even from the Governor General himfelf, 
will have no more Weight or Influence in the Opinion of the World, than from a private Mem- 
ber of this Board. I do hereby declare, that the Governor, and Mr. Barwell likewife, have 
been totally mifinformed •, for I never heard nor faw any Paper in Pcrfian, or any other Country 
4^yig|Liagc, which contained, to the bell of my Knowledge, any Accufation againft the Governor 
General^ 

“ ThM^ueftion propofed Colonel Monfon being put as before dated, 

“ Mr. l^ncis agrees to it. 

“ Mr. Barwell.— I fee no Occafion for Rajah Nundcomar’s Prcfcnce •, and I do not think the 
Board can with any Propriety place the Governor on the Footing of a Criminal arraigned at their 
Tribunal, and Nundcomar on that of his Accufer. The Rajah, if he has any ferioos Intention 
of proving the Matter, as he has fet forth, and not of didratding dill further the Harmony of 
this Council, already too much divided, may have Rccourfe to a very eligible and efficacious 
Mode of cdablilhing his Allegations. The Supreme Court of Judicature, which is now fitting, 
will hear any Thing that he has to fay in Behalf of the Company, will examine his Evidence, and 
determine upon the Reprefentations he may make. I do not think this Board competent in judg- 
ing of Matters of this Nature i and I think it a very happy Circumdancc that the Legiflaturc has 
appointed a Jurifdiflion for the Cognizance of all Complaints that affeft the Subjedl or the Go- 
vernment. It ties up the Hands of Power, from gratifying any partial Aims, and leaves the Di(^ 
culTion of Fads, which mud otherwife be tinged with the Paffions of Men intcreded, free and 
open. I am therefore againd the Motion i at the fame Time that I am for enjoining the Secretary to 
inform Nundcomar, that it is expcdled he (hall fupport whatever he may think proper to fee 
forth to this Board, by Evidence produced before any One of the Judges i and that unlefs he docs 
this, the Board will rejeft any Complaints which he may prefer, as an injurious Libel upon the Go- 
vernor.” 

“ Colonel Monfon.— I think the Rajah (hould be called in, to (hew to the Board the Nature of 
the Evidence he has to produce, as the Proof of his Charge againd the Governor General. If 
thofc Proofs (hould be thought fufficient, this Caufe may hcrealter be tried in the Supreme Court. 
I more particularly wi(h that the Board may receive Nundcomar, as it will give the Governor 
General an Opportunity of confuting the Charges brought againd him.” 

“ General Clavering. — I think it both for the Honour of the Governor General, and for the 
Dignity of this Board, which is wounded by a criminal Accufation exhibited againd the Fird Mem- 
ber of it, that Raja Nundcomar (hould apj^ar before the Board, to lay before us the Proofs he has 
of the Allegations which he has exhibited againd the Governor General. Were we to refufe 
him, the Governor might judly reproach us with having defeated the only Means by which his 
Honour could be refeued from fo reproachful an Acculation. He might then fay, as he has 
done in his Minute jud delivered to us, that wc have refufed him the Proof that he might obtain 
of his Innocency. In refpeft to the original Papers, referred to in the Ranny of Burdwan’s 
Petition, which he demanded, thofe Papers, as I underdand, were at the Door, and the Ranny's 
Vaciceel ready to deliver them. If the Proofs which Nundcomar has offered to produce are jud^d 
groundlcfs, or if the Papers which the Ranny of Burdwan’s Vakeel dill offers to produce are not 
authentic Vouchers of Bridjoo Killbrc’s Accounts, I (hall then be the fird to propole the Quedion 
to this Board, that the Accufations brought againd the Governor General are malicious and fade. 
For thefe Reasons I defire that Nundcomar may^ brought. 


The 
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The Governor General.**-! have delivered my Opinion. I do not undeidand the Queftion to 
be. Whether Nundcomar fliall be called before the Board— but whether 1 fhall be conftionteJ 
with him t fince the fame Effefk may be produced, as I have declared before, by a Committee of 
the Board, without my Prefence. 

“ Refolved, That Nundcomar be called before the Board i and the Secretary is ordered to 
fummon him accordingly. 

“ Colonel Monfon gives in the following Minute. 

“ The Governor General’s Minute, on my Motion to introduce Nundcomar, contains little more 
than general InveAive in anfwer to a porulve Charge ; it tends to prove me his collateral Acculcr, 
from an Information given him by a Perfon who he refufes to make known ; but fuppofing I had 
Icen the Paper alluded to, it does not invalidate the Fa& contained in it. 

“ I made the Motion, conceiving it was for the Honour and Dignity of Government that we 
fhould proceed, as far as we were jullified by Law, to attain as much Information as might be 
thought necellary to pafs a Cenfure upon Nundcomar, if any Circumdances fhould appear which 
might incline us to believe that Nundcomar has been guilty of a Slander •, and that this could be 
done in no Way fo well as in the Governor’s Prefence. 

“ The Governor General.— I declare the Council now difTolved ; and I do proteft againd any 
AGts of it as a Council during my Abfence, as illegal and unwarranted. 

** Mr. Francis.— I beg Leave to afk the Governor General whether he means to quit the Chair. 

** The Governor General.— I fliall not anfwer your Quedion, becaufc I do not think it fudi*; 
ciently defined. 

** I quit the Council. 

” Warren Hadings.” 

Signed (at the End of Confultation) 

“ J. Clavering, 

(jco. Monfon, 

P. Francis.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons being about to read tae Remainde^^ the 
faid Confultation, containing an Examination of the Rajah Nundcomar, in fupport 
of the Charge above'mentioned, in order to introduce the Demeanour of the Defend- 
ant thereupon j it being Rated by the Managers for the Commons, that the faid Exa- 
mination afterwards came to the Knowledge of the Defendant, and was by him tranf- 
mitted to the Court of Direftors, 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted thereto : FirR, becaufe the faid Examina- 
tion was not upon Oath. Secondly, becaufe it was taken in the Abfence of Mr. Hafl- 
ings. Thirdly, as being a Proceeding before an incompetent Jurifdi61ion j and laRIy, 
that the faid Rajah Nundcomar was afterwards convifted of a Forgery, committed 
by him prior to the faid Examination being taken. 

The Managers for the Commons being heard in Anfwer to the faid Objeftions, artd 
the Counfel in Reply, 

The Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercurii, 20“ Mali 1789. 


T he Lords being in their Places, the Houfc rcfumed, the ufual Prtxiamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid, Gen- 
tlemen, Managers for the Houfe of Commons, and you Gentlemen who are of Counfel 
for the Defendant, the Lords have refolved. That it is not competent tor the Managers 
for the Commons to produce the Examination of Nundcomar in Evidence j the faid 
Managers not having proved, or even ftated, any Thing as a Ground for admitting O'ch 
Evidence, which, if proved, would render the fame admifliblej and this RefoU u 
they have commanded me to communicate to you. 

** Gentlemen, Managers for the Houfe of Commons, you may proceed with your 
Evidence." 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired Leave to withdraw. ,^ep* 

The Managers for the Commons having returned, defired that an Extraftjfl^a^Kn- 
fultation of the 20th of March 1775, might be read, in order 
Haftings was officially and regularly informed of all the Proceedings of the Kelt ot the 
Counfellors on the 13th March 1775, after he left the Council. 

Read, from Book 9, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation of 
the 2oth March 1775, beginning at Page 1499 of the fame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 20th March I 775 ' 


“ At a Council i Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Ballings, Governor General, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Harwell, jEfqui, 

Philip Francis, 1 ^ 


iires. 


Prefident j 


Secret DepV 
Mondays 


" Read, the Confultation of the 13th inftant.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired the Confultation of the 13th inftant 
might be read. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objefted to the fame, as tending to introduce that 
per indireSlum which the Managers for the Commons could not introduce per 

SreBunt, 

The Managers for the Commons being heard in Anfwer to the faid Objeftion, an 
the Counfel in Reply, 

The Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


The Lords being returned, the Houfe refumed, 
the Defendant ap^aring at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid, " 
for the Houfe of Commons, and you Gentlemen w^ho o 

Defendant, the Lords have refolved. That the Circumftance of the ^ 

11th March 177s, being read at a Confultation of the 20th of March J 775 » - 

h|r. HaRings was prefent, does not of itfclf make ?ution thev” have com- 

the isthof March 1775, admiffiblc pidence j and this Refolution they have com 

manded me to communicate to you.” 



Then the 
fultation of i 
1 3th March 
the 20th of ] 
upon. 


Managers for the Commons propofed to read the Whole of the Con- 
:hc 20th of March 177^, and in the Firft Place the Confultation of the 
therein, as making a Part of the faid Confultation of 
Vlarch 1775, in order to Hiew the Demeanour of Mr. Haftinga there- 


Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Jovis^ iV Mail 1789 . 


T H E Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid, “ Gen- 
tlemen, Managers for the Houfe of Commons, and you Gentlemen who arc of Counfet 
for the Defendant, the Lords have rcfolved, that the Confultation of the 13th of March 
1775, cannot now be read.” 

Then the Managers for the Commons defu ed the following Extra( 5 l of a Confultation 
of the 20th March 1775, might be read. 

The fame was read accordingly, from Book 9, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 1499. 


“ Fort William, 
“ At a Council; Prefent, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwclljl cf • 

I-hilif Francis, 


the 20th March i 
Prcfident \ 



The Secretary informs the Board, that he laft Night received an Order from the Governor 
General to fummons a Council this Morning, in confcqucncc of the following Letter to him, 
which he ordered to be recorded. 


« Sir, 

‘‘ We have the Honour to inform you, that we have received Advices of very great Importance ^ 
from the Second Brigade, now in the Field, which have a Relation to the Confpiracy mentioned in i),f„.eonhc 
Colonel Gallicz’s Two laft Letters. We drfire that you will be pleafed to lummon a Council, in General, co- 
order that we may lay the above Advices before the Board, and take the Subjeft of them, together ‘jj! 

with fomc other Points of material Bufinefs, into immediate Confideration. ci». 


‘‘ We have the Honour to be, 
with great Refpeft, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft 
humble Servants, 

(Signed) “ J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monfon, 

P. Francis.** 

« Read, the Confultation of the 13th inftant. * 

« The Governor General.— I declare that the Words, ‘ I quit the Council,’ were not recorded 
by me. What I faid on leaving the Room I do not remember -, but 1 know that I never meant to 
acknowledge the Exiftence of the Council after 1 had quitted the Room, and had declared it to 

“ General* Clavering moves, That the Proceedings of the 13th inftant be recorded, at read and 
approved. 

“ Mr. Francis agrees. , 1 r> j- c 

“ Mr. Barwcll. — The Proceedings of the Board of that Day I approve ; the Proceedings after 
the Diffolution of the Board by the Governor General, the Majority of the Members have cer- 
tainly a Right to introduce on the Proceedings -, but I efteem it merely in the lame Light as any 
Confultation which Two, Three, or Four Members of the Board, anTcmbling in any Hacc 
but the Council Houfe, may with equal Propriety have conduced and introduced in a Minute, as 
the Rcfult of their joint Opinions and Deliberations. The Subjeft which is treated on m this 
AdSn to the Confultation of the .3th inftant, I have from the F.rft declared to be .mpro,Kr 
and I look upon it to be more cfpectaily fo, as the Governor General has exprefsly 
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Three Gentlemen, who took Cognizance of the Charges brought by Nundcotnar againft him, to 
be Parties in the Accufation. I'here is fomething fo ftrikingty improper in the Accufers and 
Accufed fitting at the fame Tribunal, that I own it could have afforded me extreme Satisfadion 
if the Alternative I had propofed, in delivering my Opinion when this Matter was firft intro- 
duced, had been purfued, and the Charadcr and Dignity of the firft Officer of the Government 
not lowered in the Opinion of the Natives, by promulgating, throughout the whole Country, 
that all Power and Authority was taken out of the Hands of the Prcfident. 

“ Colonel Monfon. — I agree to the Motion, acknowledging no Power or Authority in the Go- 
vernor General folcly to diflblve this Board. 

“ General Clavering agrees to the Motion. 

“ The Governor General. — I agree to the Motion, fo far as it refpeds the Proceedings pf the 
Board, of which I am the Head. The Proceedings of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, held after my Departure, and after i had declared the Meeting of the Board to be 
diflblved, I do not acknowledge to be the Proceedings of the Board •, I therefore cannot approve 
them. 

“ General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis deliver in the following Minute. 

“ The Governor General having repeatedly claimed and endeavoured to exercife a Power of 
diflblving this Council in its feveral Departments, and having alfo repeatedly and publickly 
rfeclared his Opinion, that any Afts done by the Majority of the Council in his Abfence, (when 
he had quitted the Chair in Oppofuion to the Senfc of the Majority), were not the Afts of the 
Board, nor legal, which Declaration he has been plealed to confirm by his Letter to Mr. Richard Sumner 
of the 1 8th inftant, recorded in the Confultation of the Revenue Department; we beg Leave to 
lay before the Board our Reafons for thinking that his Opinions and Conduct above-mentioned 
are not warranted by Law ; and we requeft that he will be pleafed to communicate to us, the Argu- 
ents which induce him to think that fuch Opinions and fuch Conduift are conformable to the 
Ci Parliament which conftitutes the prefent Government. We for ourfelves are convinced 
ihat ^ -ondutft in this refpe^t is illegal, and that the public Declaration he has made of his 
OpinioiV'cnds manifeftly to encourage a general Refiftance to the Authority of this Government, 
to the Subverfion thereof. 

^ ** If the Governor General can legally difiblvc the Council at his Pleafurc, it follows of Courfe 
A(fts done by the remaining Members in his Abfence, arc not the AAs of the Board, 
I but we denv the Power claimed by the Governor General in this refpeft, as we know 
Authority in him ; though fuppofing he ever had been invefted with I'uch Power, it is 
the fame is taken away by the late Aft of Parliament, by which the Conftituuon of opr 
ImillllMts in India is wholly new modelled, and the whole Civil and Military Government of 
Hj^lpency. is vefted in a Governor General and Four Counfellors, in like Manner to-all 
■H^d Purpofes whatfoever, as the fame at the Time of pafling the Aft were, or might have 
been cxercifcd by the Prcfident and Council, or Selcft Committee. This Claufe feems to us 
not at all to apply or extend to the particular Mode in which the Power given ihall be cxercifcd, 
but only to fix and afeertain the Extent of it. The fubfequent Claufe deferibes and defines the 
Manner in which it Ihall be carried into Execution, and it is enafted. That in all Cafes what- 
foever, or wherein any Difference of Opinion Ihall arife in any Qiicllion propofed in any Con- 
fultation, the faid Governor General and Council Ihall be bound and concluded by the Opinion 
and Dccifion of the major Part of thofe prefent. 

“ Suppofe then a Qiicftion to arife. Whether the Council Ihould be dilTolved •, the Majority of 
the Members Ihould be of Opinion, that it Ihould not, in Oppofuion to the Governor General j docs 
not the Aft exprefsiy declare, that he by Name Ihall be bound by the Decifion of fuch Majority ? 
Suppofe again, that he Ihould be of Opinion that the Council Ihould not be dilTolved, and the 
Majority prefent Ihould be of a contrary Opinion*, would it be at all confiftent with the Aft, that 
he alone, or that he and One other Member, Ihould continue fitting, and do Bufinefs ? If he could 
do the One, we think he might with equal Propriety do the other. There feems to us the fame 
Reafon and the fame Right for each. 

“ In every Aft, whether of a public or private Nature, the Rule of Conftruftion ought to 
be, that the Intent and Purpofe for which the fame was made and done, ought to be fubftaocially 
purfued : How could this be the Cafe, fuppofing the Power of diflblving the Council was vefted 
in the Governor General Whenever any Bufinefs came to be agitated, which wc will fuppqle he 
Ihould not approve of, how eafy a Matter would it be for him immediately to dilfolve the Council, 
and fo totics quoties, whenever the fame Calc Ihould happen. This would ftop all publick Bufi- 
nefs, but fuch as he alone chofe to enter upon, and in Effedf make him abfolute ; in both Cafes it 
would be direftly to countcraft the moll obvious Ends and Purpofes of the Aft of Parliament. 

** From whence the Idea of this Power arifes we are at a Lofs to conceive, unlefs from the Nature of 
the Power vefted in His Majefty’s Governors in our American Colonies end Plantations ; there, it is 
true, the Governor is the foie Keprefentative and Deputy of the King, and as fuch has the Power 
of diflblving or proroguing their Provincial Alfemblics as he thinks proper*, but then fuch Power 
is annexed to the Ofliie by the original Conftitution granted by the King to thofe Countries, and 
e.xprefsly confirmed by HisMajefly’s Commilfion and loftruftions to each fucceeding Governor | 

4 which 
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Neither is there, as wecoheeive, the leaft Analogy between 

•can beenteittined but rh^iTtl!*^ fuppofing there ever had been, no Doubt 

n but that the Whole of the Conftitution of all thofc Countries is liable to be new 

modelW and teforaed by the general fuperintending Power of the Britifh Legiflaturc Ind is in 
Sl'Ik^i^drljlntc Line^ ^ Proper to interfere, and 

“ The Inftruftions from the Court of Directors were, or ought to have been, till this A a of 
Parhament, the foie GUI as we apprehend, for the Governor, or rather P.efid^nt and Council 
‘"ftruftions are ftill m Ionic Mealure to be followed, but not wliolly lo. 1 he 

1 may, it is true, inftruft the Governor General and Council, as to tlie 

cular Manner of cmying the Ad into Execution; but were they to give anyone Inllruftinn, 
whKh m>ght even mdircftly tend to counteradl it. it would nor, we pVefume, be doubted, btu 
that fuch Inftruftion ought to ^ wholly difregarded. If ib, and there is no paitieular Authontv 
jpven to the Gwcrnor Gwcral, cither by the King, the Parliament, or the Court of Diredois, 
to cxercife the Power in ^eftion, we do not fee from whence it can originate. I he Name oi 
Gownor General is, with all due Deference, nothing but a mere empty ^ouml, 1 iic Privile<jcs 
and Powers annexed W fuch Title is what alone makes it valuable to its PoUcflbr, or refpcdhblc 
W others. What fuch Privileges and Powers arc, can only be known and defined bv a Keft-renec 
bad to the Grant by which fuch Title is conferred ; that, in the prcfcnt Calc, is the Art of Par- 
liarncnt ; and we do not find that it either cxprelsly or implicitly, dirc<5lly or indircLlly, 

fuch Power as that claimed by the Governor General, 

** We think the Prcfcncc of the Governor General is not cflcntial to the Conftitutio^il8f||l^Unfiil||L 
finec the Adi provides, that in his Abfence, and fuppoling the remaining Members to bf et^aik im 
vided upon any Quelbon, thccldeft Counfcllor prcfcnt lhall have a Calling Voice, alii'Wsq^Mob 
fhall be dccifivc and conclufive. ■ • ' 

(Signed) » J. C^vc^g 

G. 

P. 

** The Governor General* — This Queftion has already been pur, and amply difiulfeiri i 
venue Board, on the f 4 th inftant, I do not recolleft any Arguments or Authoritin b 
can fuftain my Part of the Qiieftion ftrongcr or more appolite than thofc which Ht 
In my Minute upon that Qiicftion, and in my Minute of Reply to a precedirg Qjfi 
Mr. Francis, on that Day, upon the faid SubjeA. If, on the Revifal ct thofc Mjii 
on an attentive Perufal of the Minute now delivered in by the Majority, 1 lhall find 
ufe any further Arguments on the Subjeft, I will record them. For the preient, I ) 
declare, that I abide by my former Refolutions. , 

Mr. Francis moves, That a Letter to the Honourable the Court of Dirc£lor#biJ‘4 
drawn up, and difpatched over Land, to acquaint them of the Difference whic^ llil' 
arifen in this Council between the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, on the o if/BidVy 
ncral Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr, Francis on the other, relpedin^:^ a Pa 
the Governor General to diflblvc the Council at his Pleafurc ^ the former afiertin^ 
denying, the Legality of fuch a Claim. 'I hat the Arguments on botli Sides be 
to the Court of Direftors, with the unanimous Requelt of the Board, that a Decifi<i 
Queftion be obtained and tranfmitted to this Governmenr, as foon as polfiblc. 

Mr. Barwell.— I fee no Objeftion to it at prelcntj il any (hould occur to me art<S 
fend them in. 

“ Colonel Monfon agrees. 

•* General Covering agrees. 

** The Governor General.— I cannot refufemy Aftlnt to the (^itftion, wilhing equally with the 
Gentlemen from whom I underftand the Propofition to come, an early Dccifionof it. My Senti- 
ments, unfupported but by a finglc Member ol the BoartI, imi'ofing every Difadvancage on me, 
to which nothing but the Senfe of the Duty which 1 owe to the rcfjHrClablc Powers from whom i 
hold my Appointment, could induce me tofubmiti but tlcre are many Orsj dions to the Pro* 
poPal, which would have difluaded me from being the Mover of ir. I do not appiove of detached 
Queftions being fenr to rhe Court of Diredors, confideiing (as I do) this only a Puiiit of a con- 
neded and deliberate Syllcm adopted on tlic firft formation ot the Council, and continued with- 
out In term i (lion to this Day. l o render our Advices on this Subjccl complete would require a 
great Variety of Materials on both Sides of the Qiicllion. It will be icartc poilible to commit 
rhefc to • Ceypher in the midft of the voluminous Difpaiches of the laft Ship of the Stafon •, and « sic in oWgt 
it will be dangerous to tranfmit them in plain Writing. However as tlie Queftion has been pur, 
and refolved on, I will endeavour to perform my Part in the Preparation of the Advices which arc 
to be thus tranfinitted. 

' Agreed.— That a Letter to the Honourable the Court of Direders be prepared accordingly, to 

be tranfinitted to them over Land. 

11 B 




[lllip'^fcovc 


“ Gcn-ral 
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General Clavering. — The Rtfufal which Cantoo Baboo, the Governor Gencral^s Banyan, 
made to comply with an Order of this Board on the 13th inllant, which required his Attendance 
here, appears fo contumacious to the Authority of the Government, that I move that an Order of 
the Board be inmiediately given to bring him here to aniwer for his Contempt. 

“ rhe Governor General. — This is the I'hird Time that fpccious Pretexts have been made 
Ufeof to induce me to ilTue a Summons for the Meeting of the Board, to introduce concealed 
Matter. The hiift Petition of the Ranny of Burdwan, and alt the Proceedings immediately fubfe- 
quent upon if, were introduced in this fecrcc Way. A Council was then called in the Revenue 
department, at the Requifition of the Gentlemen of the Majority, for fpccial Purpofes, minutely 
exprdFed and this was the Subject firil introduced. The Meeting of the Board in the fame De- 
partment, on the 17th of this Month, was likewife dcfircd for exprefs Purpofes j and the fame 
(^ueflion which is now before the Board was then brought on before any other Queftion was pro- 
pofed, althjii|ih no Intimation of it, or Allufion to it, had been made in the Requifition for the 
Meeting of the Board. The Purpofe, for which the fame Gentlemen have required a Meeting of 
the Board I'o-day, arc expreffed in the Letter to me recorded on this Day’s Confultation j the firft 
Part of which alludes to fomc Matter of great Danger impending on the Second Brigade j yet I 
find every other Bufinefs mull be poftponed, and the fame Queftion which was propofed at the 
lalt Revenue Board again renewed in this, without the leall previous Intimation. What Conclu- 
fion am I to draw from ihefc Proceedings, but that the foie Bufinefs of this Board is to treat their 
Picfidcnt with pcrfonal Attacks and Inuignitics? — I will not affent to the Queftion, and 1 proteft 
ag.iinrt ic. 

“ Mr. Francis gives in his Opinion as follows : — I apprehend that the Governor General and 
Council, or the Majority of them, arc legally vefted with a Power to fummon any Native of this 
Country, being a Subjed of this Government, to attend at the Board j and to proceed againft the 
Party rcfufing to comply with fuch Summons, as for a high Contempt. The former Admini- 
ftration unqucftionably cxcrcifeti this Power in a Multitude of Inftanccs. The prefent Governor 
^^•iiiCouncil, or the Majority of them, arc vefted with the fame Powers, to all Intents and Pur- 
po(es, 4 j|fc the fame might at any Time heretofore have been cxercifed by the late, or any former 
AdminiMuion. I think that Cantoo Baboo has been guilty of repeated Ads of Contempt to the 
Suprcmc^uncil of this State, and that our firft and mod important Bufinefs and Duty is, to 
aflert and maintain our Authority. When this Queftion is determined, we may immediately pro- 
ceed to the other Bufinefs before us. I agree to the Motion. 

“ Mr. Barwell. — 1 am againft the Motion, not knowing any inftance of Contumacy that Cantoo 
Baboo has Ihcwn to this Board. I efteem the Governor General as Head Officer of the State, to 
execute the Refolutions of the Government, and 10 be rcfponfiblc for any Deviation that may be 
charged to him before a higher Tribunal than this Board. I think this Power proper and neceflary 
to be vefted in the Governor General, and that it is vefted in him by the Ad of Government; 
xhat his Condud in this Particular cannot be controuled by the Board ; for could it, he himiclf 
might be made the Inftrument of every Indignity and Contumacy, if any fuch (hould be attempted 
• Sic in Orig. to bc tluown on his Office. I therefore do conceive the Governor has a ♦ Nagativc to the enforcing 
of any Ad of the Council; that the Council cannot legally enforce any Ad but through the 
Govwnor General, who is rcrponfible, as I have already obferved, to a higher Power than this 
Boaru, for rcfufing his Authority to the enforcing a Refoliuion that may lower his Office, and 
render it contemptible. This could never bcdcfigncd by the Legiflature ; and the Governor himfclf 
is ro judge the Inftanccs that may arile, and the Propriety of his rcfufing to concur in the Refolu- 
tions with his executive Authority. Cantoo Baboo is a very old Servant of the Governor General’s. 
It is well known that he would not have aded in Oppofuion to the Orders of General Ckvering, 
Colonel M(jnfon, and Mr. Francis, had he not conceived in fo doing, he was acknowledging a 
f Sic in Olig. Power fuperior to the Governor’s f. If therefore he is called before this Board and ccnfured,for not 
obeying an Order out of the ufual Form and ii regular, the Ceniurc will not adhere to him, but to 
the Governor General. This, I think, fliould be avoided ; and any Refolution that the Board may 
pafs (hould be confined merely to our Proceedings, and not publiffied by an exprefs Ad that muft 
degrade the Governor General irretrievably in the Eyes of all the Inhabitants. 

“ Colonel Monf|fci. — I think the Conftitution of tliis Government has been deeply wounded in 
the unjuftifiablc Condud ot Cantoo Baboo, in rcfufing to obey the Summons fent him by this 
Board. This Board has ever excrcifed an Authority to lend for Perfons before them. This Power, 
in many Inftanccs, was exerted during the laft. Government ; and all Powers that they enjoyed arc 
inherent in this Government by the late Ad of Parliament. I therefore am for the (^eftion. 

“ (jcncral Clavering. — No Government can fubfift v/ithoiu its Orders bc obeyed. The Kcfiftance 
which Cantoo Baboo, the Governor’s Banyan, has Ihewn in difobeying an Order of the Govern- 
ment, renders it abfolutely neceftary, that the firft Moment that the Council aflfembled (hould be 
employed in afTertingand vindicating its Authority. The Contumacy of this Man is fo much the 
greater, as he has dared to make ule of the Governor General’s Name as a Rcafon for his Difo- 
bedicncc. I therefore could wifh that the Governor General himfelf would, in Support of his own 
Dignity, unite with the other Members of the Board in bringing this Man to condign Punilh- 
ment. 


** Governor 
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as th^Fi^^ native In^habUM^ »s the &rvant of the Governor, is confidered univerfaliy 

orobrioul Twm Lni? Ir. f '^hich has been laid upon the op- 

Ev whirh thr common R which IS not applicable to him, if ufed in the fame Senfe 

Man of t wJv rrShle^P diftinguilhed under that Appellation. He is a 

in thU r w ^ ' ^ T- Calcutta, and has been puHicIy known many 

SmeJlwe tf Z '^ft^Pto^hable. As my Servant, he 

A A nf P f Court of Judicature, by the cxprels Wolds * upon » Sic in Orig. 

A& of Parliament He was not fubjeft to the Mayor's Court, in wliich the Exercile of the 
Enghlb Law was veiled before the ConiVitution of the Superior Court. Any Concluf.ons there- 
fore drawn from the Pradice of former Governments, in which different Rights and Powers were 
fuppofed to be inherent, but have been fince cxprefsly abrogated, are fallacious and iinwarrantal. 

I repeat, that I am againft the Oueftion. 

is the Governor General’s Banyan, in 
the ftrici i^nlc in which that Term is underftood in Calcutta *, that he excrciies all the Funftions 
ot that Office, whatever it may be. I am not acquainted with his Origin j but 1 have always 
underitood that he was Mr, Sykes’s Banyan before he entered into the Governor General’s Service-, 
but he is a Farmer, as I have faid before in the Proceedings of the Revenue Board, to a conli- 
derable Amount, and in that Qiiality alone 1 call upon the Governor General to declare whether 
he is not amenable to this Board, 

« Governor General.—Amenable to this Board as a Farmer ? moft undoubtedly he is, if by 
amenable is meant accountable for his Kents j but it appears then, that 1 have been all along 
deceived. I thought he had been called upon for other Purpofes, with which his Profeffion as a 
Farmer had not even the moft diftant Relation, If I underttand the Hnglifli Law, and the univerfal 
Principles of Jufticc, the Application of a legal Power to illegal Purpofes, the Al^UOn* ' 

Right to a legal Power for Purpofes which do not appertain to it, is Oppfeffi«v, ' • 

Ufe that the Board mean to make of their Authority which they hold over thf ’ 
public Revenue, I ftiall proteft againft it in every Inrtance, as tending to reduce 
tunately hold thofc Offices to the laft Degree of Servitude, to difeourage Me#®? 

Credit from offering themfelves as Farmers, and thereby effentially to injure ' 

Tcnuc* jPiin' 

« General Clavering.— I have declared in my Motion, that my Reafons for pr&pofin/tliat Cantoo 
Baboo might be brought here, f was to anfwer for his Contempt. Perhaps, in the other Council, I f Sic in Orj| 
will take Care that he anfwcrs for all the Balances which may be due from him, for thofe im- 
menfe Farms^ which he has been fuffered to relinquifh, to the Amount of Eight Lacks of Rupees. 

It is fufficient for the prefent, that the Board carry into Effeft what has already been rcfolvcd by tire 
Majority of the Board. 

Governor General. — I muft proteft alfo againft this Refolution of General Clavcring, againft 
all its Confcquences, underftanding it as a Declaration to punilh Cantoo Baboo in his Charaftcr 
of a Farmer \ not for his Conduft in the Difchargc of that 'Pruft, but for his Conduft in Matters 
which have no Relation to it. 

^ General Clavering, — I have never faid that I would punifh him ; I faid that I would make 
him accountable for whatever Balances may appear to be due from him, If that is a Punillament 
he certainly (hall receive it, as far as my poor Endeavours can be ufed to forward it. 

Governor General. — I (till adhere to my :fInftru6tion of the General’s Declaration, as it is not | sic in Orig. 
conncdled with any Subjefk that has Relation to his Farms, nor furnifhed by any apparent Occafion 
in the Management of them. Whether I am right or wrong the Court of Dircittors will be the 
Judges. 

“ Agreed to the Motion of General Clavcring, and ordered, that the Secretary ifTuc a Summons 
for the Attendance of Cantoo Baboo. 


The General further moves, That an Order in the ufual Form be immediately fent to Cantoo 
Baboo to attend, with Direftions to the Mcflfenger to leave it at his Houle, if he (hould not find 
him at Home, to direft him to attend on the Council, on the firft Day of its Meeting, of which 
the Secretary (hall give him previous Notice. ^ 

“ Mr. Francis. — I agree. ^ 

** Mr. Barwell.— I agree. 

” Mr. Monfon. — I agree. 

“ Governor General. — Having objefted to the firft Queftion, I cannot give my AfTeni to this, 

“ Agreed to the above Motion of General Clavering’s. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately fend the Summons to Cantoo Baboo, and that 
he give the propofed Direftions to the Mcflengcr, 

(Signed at the End) 

Warren Haftings, 

J. Clavcring, 

Geo. Monfon, 

. Rich. Barwcll, 

P. Francis.” 
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Read, alio, the following Extraft from Page 1583 of the fame Book« fame 
Confultation. 

Cantoo Baboo, attending according to the Summons of the Board, is called in, and Cobnel 
Monfon propolcs the following Quettions to be put to him. 

Q. Did yon receive a Summons from this Board on Monday the 13 th inftant, to attend them ? 
Mr. Auriol, Affiftanc Secretary, is dcfircd to interpret the Queftions to Cantoo Baboo, with his 
Anfwers; and having accordingly put the above Qiicftion to him, he anfwcrs, 

A. I did. 

Why did you not come? 

A. I was with the Governor, who heard of the Summons, and faid, What Occafion is there for 
your going ? Don*t go. 

Are you not fcnfible that the Authority of this Government is placed in the Council i 
A, Wc Hcngallies, the People of this Country, know that the Governor's Orders are in Force 
upon us and that next to thefe the Orders of the Council are over us. 

Would you not have obeyed the Orders of the Council, if the Governor had not told you to 

dilobey them ? 

A. I ccitainly Ihould have obeyed the Orders. 

Did you receive a Summons on Tuefday the 14 th inftant to attend the Board of Revenue ? 

A. I did receive it. 

Q.* Why did you not obey it ? 

A. For the fame Rcafons as thofc I before mentioned. 

itjOt receive another Order to attend the Board of Revenue on Friday the lyth 



ceive any on Friday. I got One on Saturday, to attend at the Firft Council j 
and I rctu^d for Anfwcr to Mr. Sumner, that I would attend at the Firft Council. I went to 
Mr. Sumner’s that Morning, and 1 learnt that there was no Board there, but he direfted me to be 
prclent on the Firft Council Day. 

Did you receive an Order of this Board to attend here To-day. 

A. I received no written Order To-day. A Perfon left Word at my Gate, and 00 receiving the 
Notice I came. 

Do you know from whom that Perfon came ? 

A. I did not kc the Peon. My People told me that a Peon had come with an Order of Council, 
and had left Word, that it was the Council’s Order for me immediately to attend. 

Cantoo Baboo is now ordered to withdraw. 

“ General Clavcring.— The Governor having threatened me, for having propofed a Form of Pu- 
niflimcnt for Cantoo Baboo, that which he uiually inflidls every Day upon the j30or Natives, by 
putting them in the Stocks by Ten or Twelve at a Time-, that if I meant any Thing pcrfonal to 
him, he would make me anfwer for it with his Life: I therefore move, that Cantoo Baboo be puc 
into the Stocks, to have that fame Punilhment inflifted upon him which the Governor inflidts 
every Day upon fo many mifcrablc Hindoos, barely for eafing themfelvcs upon the Efplaaadc 
'I'wo Miles Diftance from the Town. 

“ I hc Governor General. — The General has not ufed my Words, which I will repeat. The 
Gicner.il had d’wicc propofed, and in the Language of a Mertace, that Cantoo Baboo fhould be put 
in the Stocks. I fjid, if he attempted any Thing in his own Perfon, and by his own y\uthority, 

1 would oppofe it with my Perfon, or pcrfonally oppofe it at the Peril of my Life. 1 added, that if 
he made ule of the Law, I would oppofe him by the Law. Mr. Barwcll, are thclc my Words ? 

Mr. Barwcll. — I remember Words to luch Effeft. 

Cieneral Clavering. — I deny having ufed any Language, or any Appearance of Menace to the 
Governor General \ 1 know too well what 1 owe to his Situation to be guilty of it. As he muft 
have been acquainted with the ufual Forms of Punilhment for Contempts, 1 applied to him to know 
what it was, and alked him if the Stocks were not ufed upon fuch Occafions. I was then furprifeed 
to hc.ir him declare, that he would refent pcrfonal Attacks (or Words to that Effe£l) with his 
Life. 

‘‘ The Governor General. — I cannot help remarking the Pains taken by General Clavering, by 
AlluGons to every Part of my ConducT:, and loading it with Terms of Reproach, to provoke me 
beyond the Line of that Moderation and Temper, which I have cxcrcifcd in a Courfe of almoft 
cxhaurtecl Patience, during the laft Six Months. I was firft attacked on the Subjeft of the Jaut 
Malla Cutcherry, which was reprefented as arbitrary and oppreffive, although this has exifted from 
i!ic fiift Eftablilhmcnt of the Company, and had no Relation to the Subjeft of Debate befoic us. If 
it improper, why was it not propofed long ago that it fhould be abolifhed ? Why referved for 
this l ime, to be made ufe of as an inftrument of Provocation f The Stocks were crefted on my firft 
oom;og to the Government to preferve the Air of the City from the foulcft Nuifance •, they have con- . 

9 tinued 



dntied ever fince, wd I have always underftood, that it was univerfally looked upon as a Benefit j 
if it was wrong or illegal, why have they lb long been permitted to remain there ? A Motion of 
the Board miaht have eifedlied their Removal j but to propofe to inflifl fuch a Punilhment, fo dif- 
graceful to a Man of Character and Credit, would be an Extenfion of Rigour equal to Dcatli. 

“ Mr. Francis moves for an Adjournment of the Board. 

“ Mr. Barwell has no Obje£lion. 

“ Colonel Monfon.—I confent to the Motion. 

« General Clavcring.— I agree to adjourn. 

« The Governor General.— I have no Objeftion. 

Agreed, that the Board do adjourn accordingly. 

(Signed) at the End, 

“ Warren Hallingi, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. MonI'on, 

Rich' B.irwell. 

P. Francis.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons propofed to read the Confultation of the 
13th of March 1775. 

The Counfel for the Defendant objected to the fame, inafmuch as 
the Evidence was not varied by any Thing contained in the Con|(jltll 
of March 17751 from what it was before that Confultation was read^ 

The Managers for the Commons being heard in Anfwer to the A 
alked, “ If they would not ftate the Whole of the Clrcumftanop 
taeant to rely, as a Ground to entitle them to read the Proccedinir'^ 

1775, abovementioned.” 

The Managers for the Commons defired leave to withdraw : 

And being returned, requefted the Decifion of the Houfe upon 
How flood, referving to themfelves a Liberty in futuie to lay any 1 
the Introduftion of the Proceedings of the 13th March 1775, if necellary. 





Then the Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercurii, if Mali 1789 . 


T H E Lords bving in their Places, the Houfe rcfumetl, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid, 
“ Cientlemcn, Managers for the Commons, and yon Gentlemen who are of Counfel 
for the Defendant, the Lords have come to this Kefolution, That the Examination 
ofNundcomar, and the reft of the Pioceedings of the Councillors on the 13th of 
March 1775, after Mr. Haftings left the Council, ought not to b^read; and thi^ 
Refolution they have commanded me to communicate to you." 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired, that Philip Francis Efquire might 
be called to prove that a Letter from the Munny Begum to the Rajah Nundcomar, 
charging Mr. Haftings with the Receipt of Three Lacks and an Half 5 f Rupees; 
was delivered in to the Council on the 1 3th of March 1775* and that Mr. Haftingf , 
knew the Begum had written fuch a Letter. 

Accordingly PHILIP FRANCIS Efquire, was called in j 
examined as follows : 

Q, Whether an Enquiry was not inftituted upon a Charge ui 
the Council of Bengal ? ^ 

The Counfel for the Defendant defired that, befor 
Queftion, he might be alked, whether there was any Enq 
was taken down in Writing by way of Confultation ? 

A. I know of no other. t. 



The Counfel for the Defendant objeacd to the former Queftion being put by the 
Managers for the Commons. 

Qj^ {hy Managers). Did a Perfon called Nundcomar appear before the Council •, and was he 
examined, and to what Points } 


The Iloufe informed the Managers for the Commons it was impollible to put that 
Queftion, after the Witnefs had faid. there was no Tranfaaion at that Time but 
what was reduced into Writing. 

After Mr. Haftings left the Council on the Jjth Day of March 1775, was any Proceeding 
continued^bJmc the 'Council, which I think was on the 13 th of March, there were 

Proceedings. 


0 ^ {hy 'a Leri) And they were alfo taken down in Writing ? 

A. And they were alfo taken dawn in Writing. 

O (hy Menazers.) Whether among thofe Proceedings a Letter from llic Mutiny Begum was not 

TSLe cmairci ..nding |;™.c > 1 .., M,. II.ft.np 1.*^ • 

Bribe trcni licr of I'wo I.acks and a Halt ot Rupees . 


The Counfel for the Defendant objeacd, that the Letter would fpeak for itfelf, 
and that paiole Evidence, could not be given ot its Contents, 

Then the Witnefs was direaed to withdraw. 

Then the Managers for the Commons defired a Letter from Jf*"' jjjj 
Court of Ditcaors of the 25th of March 1775 might be read, 
he had entered into a minute Defence every other Begum 

.at that Time, he had not taken the Icaft Notice of the Letter of the Munny Begum 

delivered in by the Rajah Nundcomar. « j 
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Read, from Book 177, already delivered in, the foUovring Extrafl of a Letter 
from Mr. Haftings to the Court of Direflors, dated 25th March 1775* 

*< Honourable Sirs, 

** I have the Honour to fend you a Triplicate of my Addrefs of the 10th of January, a Duplicate 
of my la(t, and Obfervations on the Minutes lent by the Gentlemen of the Majority to your Ho- 
nourable Court, with the laft Difpatches. 

« The various and accumulated Attacks which have been made upon me by my Adverfaries ex- 
ceed my Abilities, and the narrow Compafs of my Time, to repell them by that circumftantial 
. Mode of Defence which I have made Ufe of in my former Addrefles. 

I brg Leayvto recall to your Attention the original Points of Controverfy which formed the 
Subjefta of our Rrft Appeals. Thefe were, on their Part, a Condemnation of the Rohilh War, 
a Jufiihcation of ^eir Rcfolutions for the Recall of the Brigade, and the Difoiiflton of my publick 
Agent fiom hii Appointtneptac the Court of the Vizier Sujah Dowlat and on mine, a Vindication 
of that War, and a ProteAation againft their Reiblutioni^ 
f* | 4 oc ttuiliimto theiir IN(vngtb on tins Ground, they (hified the Scene tp tlic Treaty of Benaris, 
whkh they endeavoured to decry, and 1 have defended. 

Their next Attack waa on the Manaeement of your Collcflions and Finances. Thofe were 
reprefented esJas a State of irretrievable Ruin, and thefe exhauiled^ with what Truth you will 
■ * ' — which fuperfede all Argument. 

i/Pointa 1 have fully replied t and it rcAs with you to detertoine on the Juflice of 
^and niy Defence. Neither my Judgement nor my Confcience will allow me for 
for tte li^iie of your Decifion. 

i the Conteils between the Majority and me were confined to Subjects of a public 
^my Conduct and Charadier, my Credit at Home, and my Influence here, were 
of them. Perhaps even thefe RetrofpeAions were foreign from the Deflgn of 
sConftitucion of this new Government, invefted with fuch ex!tended Powers, 
ivjift Importance to theBritilh State. I have long agp, in my Letter to the Ho- 
lifolfton, dated i ith November 1773, offered to you my Opinion of their Effects, 
aMah^flible for me to forefee the prefent Occafion for the Application of it. 
itplhP^tyority manifeftly (hew, that their iMm was cither by continual Pro- 
i^fo throw, up my Seat, and leave them the Ible uncontrolled Mailers of 
. or bWMinihilating my prefent Influence, to render me a Cypher in it and, 
„ the Imafures of my former Adminiflration as uniwHally tending, and even 
culated for the Ruin of your Interrfts, and the national f^nour, in this Country, to 
al by a fuperior and legal Authority. 

fttling Principle and String of all their Afiions ia fairly but rather tmguardediy ex- 
plained in their firft Letter of Ap^al, in the Declaration, That the Juftification of their Con- 
dudl mull of Necefllty carry witn it, and could only be fupported by a ftrong and deliberate Cen- 
fore of the preceding Adminiftration.” I have admitted the Truth of this Fropofition, in the 
• Sic in Orig. Application of it, to fuch of their Meafures as are direftly contrailiftory of • thofe of the preceding 
Adpiiniftration, but I will not allow it to be either juft or fair, applied to Meafures with which 
thefe have no Relation \ but it is a powerful, though trite. Policy, to which the Unthinking Part 
of die World have coo often been the Dupes t to fuch let them addrefs themfelves $ I truflr that my 
Caufe will be decided by other Judges. 

The fubfequent Tranfadions have not even the Pretext of a public Obje£l, but a/c direftly 
and openly levelled at myielf. I'he Ground is popular, and calculated to the Temper of the 
Tunes i and whatever he the IlTue of them, there are Thoulopds on whom the bare Allegations 
will fix an indelible ImpraiTion. 

On the 10th iodant an Englilli Letter, containing Englilh Accounts, was brought to the 
Board, in the Name of the Ranny of Burdwan, by a Servant of Mr. Jofeph Fowke, cmrging me 
perfonally with having received the Sum of 15,000 Rupees as. a Prefent from Dewan Bruijoo 
tCJlhorcRoy. 

“ Qn the next Day a weightier Charge was delivered to the Board, in the public Department, 
through the Hands of Mr. Francis, from Maha Raja Nundcomar, of Various Prefents having 
been received |)y me, which, on the mod probable Edimation of the indefinite Sums, added io 
thoiii.whick ate particularly fpecified, mud hgye amounted to many Millions ofRui^ees. 

The Proceedings of the Board, and of Uv Minority continued by their own Authority, on 
thofe Accufations, will be found at large >» she Confoltationa oTthe loth, iiih, i4rh, and 17th 
indant, in the Revenue Department, and of thipi iitti, and aoth, in the Public Depart- 
mmt. I beg Leave to refer to thefe Records, as ^ think it neceflTary that you iKould have the 

oogMlwn aa well as the moft authettia InfSwmangit. of the Sadijefb 
** TMK. coUfoig to cite AUegiKtiona of Rai» Nuadcomar have 19^ eonMoltted to the Hands of . 
yoor Atfonmy, ^ the Puepofe of coaunenpiH|.a Suit at Law a^oA.nu^ in the Name of the 
Company, ^ the Recovery of the Sutna faid fobeve beeo recrivod^ m ffom Munny Begum ia 
the Year 177a t 1 referve my Defence for the fame Channej, not chsifo&fo .give my Adverl^ies 
an Advantage by anticipating it, nor to befpeak your premature Judgment on a Caufe thua 
depending. 1 do not mean to redri^ myfelf folcly to this Mode of Defence •, ice the Law have 

9 ‘ its 
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in and I am wiiUag, and I (hall be proud to fubmit all TrtnfaAioiu, of what Na- 
ture feever, to your Juftice, in any Way or Form which you IhaU {^cribe. In the mean Time. 

] beg that you will filled your Opinion upon my Cood^, ea^t in thole Parts of it on which 
you nave complete Materials to decide, and in which your earlieit Deciflon is requited i in thh 
Decifioo the Condnfl of my Opponents mvll neceflarriy be involved. 

“ A combined and declared Majority of the Council have ftood forUt as any AcCtofers ; I ap* 
peal for the Truth of this Aflhrtkm to the whole Tenor of their ConduA fmee their Arrival h this 
Country, and to the undoubted fividcficci which appear on the publick Records of the lad f'¥icein. 
Days Coiifaltations, that theib Gentlemen are tbcmfclves Parties if not the Principals, as, in ipf 
JHesrt, i believe them to b^ and fuch the World edeems them ; and the Ranny of' Burdwsn and 
Raja Nundcomar little more tharv InftniliNats and oftehllble Agwis 
by them agamft me. 

" Whether confidend tt my Accufos, oral jmnt Members of tbfi 
Right to ered themMves Into a Trilmnal to t^ my CowdoA i noie^l 
vim upon me to fubjpft myfeif to (ueh t State w HumUtation. ■ ^ 

* As little do 1 {udM it condHent srith my own HoMur or your tM 
of tbb Sute to be permally arraigned at sheOaundl a^ captL 
nies of a Mifcreanc likeNundcoitiar. IM the Majority bean dirpMcl 
appointing a Committee for prodcutmg (heir Enquiries^ either into j 
tions, they imght have obtained the (ame Knowle^ and all the Sa^ 
cduM haveexpefted from an Inquifiikm taken by rhe Board at large i, 
had the Appearance, at lead, of Regularity, aiw my Cfetdt wwW h, 

The only Point which they could podibly gain by perfidiog in briltl 
Board, was to gain a publick Triumph over me, and to expofe my r 
“ Reduced to this Extremity, and fuppor^ Only by a Angle ‘ 

Behaviour and Rearondogi on this Occafitav will f nd.. 

they availed but little againft a precombined ReiolUtkm, I had ftd w,,, 
to the Indignities ofitred me, or to make ufe of the Authorky W 
Condkorion of your Service has vetted in the Prefidwt of your 
ditt&lved. My Dedaradon had no BflMt with them, nor did I expe 
to detenmne whether in the Inttance I ofurprd, (or to fpeaki mOt* . 
to which I had no lawful Claim, or whether 1 am joftlfied by the ah 
of the Service, and by the Neewity of the Cafe, in that Refolmion. 
fully difeufed in the next Day’s Confuhation at the Revenue Board, 
the Mikity in favour of the Praftice which they had already begs 
ment to ibofc which appear in my Minutes Upon this Qumion cd 
Claim : I truft they will be fooiui coticluftve in point of Fitfl', and J 
fooaWcneftof this Power, and ita Neceflity in various Cales, wr» i* 

Without it a prerairwig Faflfoo in the Council might have it in their r dweej 
and obtrude Burmefs on the Boord, for which the other Members aerotr*’*" 
have Opportonitkj of impofiflg fuch ladigflities uimrt their Pferretertfe- 
a Refignatioo of hie pffice and of the Service. In fuch Cafes the ojW 
the Power which fornmoned the Meeting Ihould diffolve h, and 
properly excrcifcd than in the prefent Inftance, when not only new Ma¥cr was attempted to bd 

miroduced foreign froan the declared Porp^ of calling ^‘'”8* '/''L* 

Indiginty and wanton Triumph over my Weaknefs in the Adftndiftratioft were prepared 

« My Advcifarie* wU doobdett alladge. that whatever was the ift ihis 

riw4i ft pMiltfor datfft not rtow I htvc carefully exa^minW this rofntj I fina nb 

AlKmkn opiclled ■ Hit Aft <)< pAlianimt in wrptft lo «) 

TUle^^ in aMadnerr.ftpariicd from the other Meinberi How 

gdOatme maaw; by thi* Dlftinaian to extend the Prwifegej of the Chief thrt ?* 

&nieasprefaie«>«n<y<ilset but furelf itis conefoGve as to their of 

nor fpctf.il'ly tAerr my 1^6fh^ Chute 

oftheA^ ^Ades I evenfind in the Afl itlclf, a pofuiveDeclaration that the Rights of the 
Governw Gnmtal and Council ftatt remain t<v them ki fifte Mmner, to all Intents and Porfjfcs, 
as thev were at any Time before exercifeii by iM PreAdeat and Councils. 1 may err m this Con- 

^vSaa, and foflet a Sobjaa, too neariy 3iod w my 

kit# T am rnnfiHinnf whfttMttr ttuMi bo ihc OpiiMOfi w to tbc- Rijg^k tlni witb you, GcwHcm^ny Zt)U 
the Attendance of my Two prlrtcipal Servants before them. In this inftynce alfo I ^ 
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v,r: 

tib. 177 ]. 


affirm, that they aded without a Precedent, and without any legal Authority. To thofe wlio 
know the Cnftnm nnd Manners ot‘ the Country, this will be conlidered as an Outrage offered 
diredly to myfclf, uikI, whatever Colour may be given to it, I believe there is not a Man in this 
PI, ice that louks ii[)on ic as intended for any other Purpole v if it were poffible to aicribe it to any 
other, the Behaviour ot General Clavering at the public Council Board on the 20th would have 
pur it beyond the ihjffibility of a Doubt. 

“ Again, I beg Leave to refer you to the Perufal of the Confultations upon thefe Subjedls, of 
which 1 wifu that not a Tingle Word ffiould cfcape your Oblcrvation, 

“ Ahliou, h 1 have declined entering, at this 'Lime and Place, into a Refutation of the Accufa- 
tions wiiicfi have been [-rcferied againil: me, in tlie Names of Nundcomar and the Ranny of Burd- 
wan, yet I do not think it proper to pals them wholly unnoticed. 

“ You are well ii.lurmed of the KeaGns which hrll imluccd me to give any Share of my Con- 
fi lence to Nundcomar, with whofe Charader I was acquainted by an Experience of many Years. 

I he Means 'Ahich he himfelf took to acquire it were peculiar to himfelf. He Tent a Mefienger to 
me at l\Lidrals, on the hi ft News of my Appointiuenc to this Prefidency, with pretended l^etteis 
from Mtinny Begum and the Nabob Yeteram o’Dowla, the Brother of the Nabob Jaffier Ally 
Cawn, filled with bitter invedives againft Mahomed Reza Cawn, and of as warm Recommenda- 
tion., as 1 recoiled, of Nundcomar. I have been finte informed by the Begum, that the Letter 
which l>orc her Seal was a complete Forgery, and that (he was totally unacquainted with the Ufc 
whiili had been made of her Name till inlormed of it by Juggut Chund, Nundcomar’s Son-in- 
law, who was font to her, exprefsly to intreat her not to divulge ir. Mr. Middleton, whom ihe 
conliilted on the Occafion, can atteft the Truth of this Story. I have nut yet had the Curiofuy 
to enquire of the Nabob Yeteram o’Dowla, whether his Letter was of the fame Stamp, but I cannot 
doubt It. 

The Promife, which he lays I made him, that he fliould be conditutcil Aumecn, that is. In- 
quiluor Cicncral over the whole Country, and that I would delegate to him luy whole Power and 
Influence, is fomething more than a negative Falfehood, He did Once or Twice intimate to me a 
gCahe Kind, but with fo little Succefs that, for a while, he wholly dropt ir. On Mr. Reed’s 
Rciurn^^jju the Coaft, where he had been on Leave of Abfence, Nundcomar made his Application 
to him fi^yu: lame Employment, hoping through his Influence to obtain ir. Mr. Reed, deceived 
by his Suggcllions, brought the Propofuion before the Board, and fupported it with Warmth ♦, but 
it v/asiejcded. The Manner in which this Matter was then introduced, contains ftriking Proofs of 
ilie incendiary Charafter of the Man; and the Proceedings will fliew the Grounds on which the 
pro[ ofition was rejefted. 

“ 1 or the E.nquiries which were made into the Condiid of Mahomed Reza Cawn and Raja 
Sl'.it.ibioy, I beg Leave to refer to the Proceedings iliemfelves, in which every Voucher and 
every Evidence that I could obtain from Nundcomar are recorded at length, and you will 
yourfclvcs be the beft Judges of the Diligence which was exerted by me in the Prclecution of 
them. Mahomed Reza Cawn, who was brought to I’rial by your exprel's Commands on fornud 
Charges exhibited againft him, was confined under a Guaid of Sept)ys, from April 1772 to June 
1773. Shitabr6y, although there had not been any exprels Commands received from you con- 
cerning him, was in like Manner confined from May 1772 to June 1773 ; and the moll public 
Notice was given with iclped to both, that every Complaint againft them would be heard and 
ilnftly tiled. 

“ Phe Kcafons for appointing a native Officer at the Head of the Khalfa, and the particular 
Reafons which induced tlie Committee to n)ake Choice of the Son ot R Ja DvH>lubr,uu tor that 
Oft’ue, appear on the Records oi that I'ime. 

“ 1 recolk-d an Information given me by Nundcomar, conc«.riiing the pretended Ullu patious 
made by the Rajah ot Benares of the Purgunnahs ot Ketra, Mtingrora, and Ikdjygur, on the 
i'lovince ot Hahar, but at a much more dilfant Period ot d ime than Nundcomar has alltTfcti *, 
I do not recoiled: his mentioning it again when I fet out for Benares, neither did I ever imimate 
ifie Subjeeft cither to Cheyt Sing or his Minifters, bccauTc I knew 1 could not lupport the Claim, 
and to have made it and dropped it would have been in every Senfe dilhonourable. Not thatd 
paired by it with Intliflercnce or Inattention; 1 took Pains to invelligatc the Foundation of rhis 
1 itlc, and iccommcnded it to the particular Enquiry of Mr. Vanfittart, who was the Chief of 
Patna at the Time in which I received the Pirft Intimation of it. The following Letter and 
\ oiicher, which I received from him, contain a complete State of tliis pretended Ufurpation. 


‘ Extract of a Letter from George Vanfittart Efquire, Chief at Patna, to the Governor, dated 

the 25ih September 1772. 

“ When I was at Moorffiedabad you mentioned a Report of a Pergunnah’s having been alienated 
irom this Province, and given by Shitabroy to Raja Hulwant Sing. — I alkcd you, If you mo me 
Bcjiigur or Choufa. You laid, No. Neither of thefe was the Name. That the Place you meant 
was lomewhere in the Neighbourhood of Rotas. — Since my Return hither I have been making par- 
tiLul.ir Enquiry, and I imagine Mungrorc mull be the Pergunnah you fpokc of, but it is not in 
tl'ic Neighbourhood of Rotas: It belongs properly to Shawhad, and is fituated not far from 

Banaris. 
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Banaris. It paid its Revenue to this Province till 1085, or 1677. In io86 it was all given away to . Il' 
Jaghcedars, and the Bahar Government has never fince received a Rupee from it. About Eight i 

Years ago Meet Jaffier made a Prcfenc of it to Bulwant Sing, to whom it was confirmed by Lord 
Uive and Larnac ; and he afterwards procured Sunnuds, as an Altumgau, from the King and the * 

Vizier.— Incloied arc Copies of ihefe fcveral Papers. 

Memorandum of a Sunnnd and Firmaun, from the beginning of the Month Sliabaan, in ilic 
Eighth Year of the Reign of the King Shaw Allum. 

“ The Sum of 16,80,083 Daums on the whole Pergunnah of Mungrore in the Sircar of Shaha- 
bad in the Subah ot Bahar, the Revenues of which amount to 50,000 Rupees and upwards, is 
granted, agreeably to the Zimrnum, from the latter End of Rnhby ul Owcl, as a free and uncon- 
ditional Gift to Rajah Bulwant Sing, and to his Heirs, without the Afibciation of any other Perfon, 
and with an Exemption from the Payment of all Cuftoms. 


“ The Contents of the Zinnum. 

“ The Whole of the Pergunnah of Mungrore, in the Sircar of Sluhabail, in il*e Subah of 
Bahar, is granted as a free and unconditional Gift to Raja Bulwant Sing and his Heirs% ' 

16,80,083 Daums, Jumma of the Pergunnah 50,000 Rupees and upwards. ' 


“ Copy of a Perwannah under the Seal of the Vizier iil Mulk Sujan ul Dow|iti Bahadrc Sufdiif 
Jung, from the 29th of Shabaan in the 8th Year of the Reign of his Miijdly Slui Allum, agfCCabily 
to the above illuflrious Firmaun of the i5ih of Shaba.m, in the 8th Yiai ot thb Reign, , the Sum of 
16,80,083 Daums on the whole Peignnnah of Mungroia, the Revenue ul which amounts to 
Rupees and upwards, with an I'xcmpiion fiom the Payment of all Duties from the ^jiiWdlc of 
Kubby ul Owcl, agreeably to Zimman, is granteil as a lice and unconditional Gift to RajaBulbanlf 
Sing Bahadre, and to his Heirs. 

“ Contents of the Zimmum. 

“ The Tunca, as a free Gift and Donation to Rajah Bulwant Sing, on the whole 
Mungrore, in the Sircar of Shahabad, in the Subah of Bahar, 16,83,083 Daums ^ 
of the faid Purgunnah 50,000 Rupees. 



“ Copy of a Sunnud from Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Bahadre, written the aoth of Rujjub, 
in the 5th Year of the Reign of His Majefiy Shah Aliurni, ' 

“ In Confideration of the Attachment and Services of the High and Mighty Raj^utwaflC Sing 
Bahadre, the Revenue of 16,80,083 Daums in the Pergunnah of Mungrore, with the and 

other Duties ufdally paid to Government, are remitted to him, and gi\cn for hia own Er 
that he may be always ready to proteft that Quaiter. Dated as above 

“ Copy of tlic Treaty under the Seals of the Nabob Sabut Jung (Lord Clive) and Gc| 

Carnac Bahadre. 

‘‘ In the Fifth Article of the Iheaty between the Nal>ob Suj.ih ul Dowlali^ 

NudjUT, ul Dowlah Bahadre, Nizam of the Soubah of Bengal and li ih ir, and the En^jllfll Company, 
wliich was acceded to by 1 Iis Sacred Maj-fiy, and ligned and lealed by the rcfpcflive 
Affair of Rajah Bulwant Sing is mentioned as follows : ^ x ’ 

“ Article the 5th, Raj.ih Bulwant Sing lliall be eilab’.inicd and cv^ntinued Ih thc^JImUrKlaTfies 
of Benaris, (iauzipoie, and alio the other Ddbids whicli he pofitlfed at ihc lime f;-cntncc iino 
Alliance with the Nabob Meer Jaffier Khan Bahadre and the Englilh, upon Condition of his pay- 
inf> the fame Revenues as hcreiotore. 

“ Memorandum of Particulars relating to the IVrgunnah ot Mungrore, extracted from the 


Kecords. 


» From the Records of the Year 108-5, it was annexed to the Kh.dl.i Shercefa. In the lent 
1086 ’till the Year 1 1 36 FulTelly, the Wliole of the I’urgonna was relinqu-tlKil to Jagheedars. 

“ In the Year 1140 I'lirte l-tcks and 5,000 Daums leverieii in Chaigc to ihe Nizamur, and 
remained as a l.Vpofit till the Year 1142, and wcie annexed to the Cabwleat ot Soahab.d •, the 

remaining Sums continued under the Jaghedars. , r 1 • n , ■ 

» From the Year 1143 Fullelly to the Yiar 1170, the Records el ihe Whole of this I urgunnao 

were re-annexecl to the Nizamur. r i i r » > 

» From the Year 1171 Fulfclly, in the Kecords of the Nizamur, it w^.s confidered as 

from the Authority of the Nizamut. It appeared that Rajah ^^ 2 . 

nud for the whole IMrgunnah a. an unconditional (ailt, and was in 1 oircihon of it. 1 he bun 

nud is nor in the Recoids. n . 

A true Tranilation. 

, Signed] J. H. D’Oyly, 

A. P^ T ." 
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** The Reafons whkh prevailed on the late Board to grant the Purgunnah of Bahbund to Cantoo 
Baboo my Servant, will appear in the Confultations or the 12th and 19th of July 1774, in the 
Revenuc Department j to thofe I refer. You will find that this is not a Pan of the Zemindarry of 
Ranny Bowanny, nor ever in her FofleflTion, but a Mahl or Diftrift depending immediately on Go- 
vernment, and lying on the Frontier of the Province*, that no Kind of Indulgence was (hewn to 
rny Servant in this Grant, but an Advantage provided for Government by the Pelhkufh, or Fine 
to be paid, and by the Security which the Colleftions of it would naturally derive frotn being in the 
Charge of a Man of Bufinefs and Property. 

“ The Sunnud was never granted, though ready drawn up, and in my Poflefllon, from the Time 
of the Order of Councils, nor of Courfc the Pcinkufh paid, beiaufc 1 chofc to defer the Con- 
firmation of it till the Afiembly of the new Council. 

“ The Majority, in their fenaiatc Meeting of the 17th inftant, have thought proper to deprive 
Cantoo Baboo of this Grant, lor Reafuns which they are yet to leek. One, indeed, they have 
affigned i namely, that the Perfbn in whofc Name it was granted was deferibed as a Man of Credit 
and Property, but proved, on Enquiry, to be a Boy of Ten Years of Age. You, Gentlemen, need 
not be told, that it is the confiant Pradiceof the Gentoos to regiftcr all Deeds and Contrads, and 
apply for all Grants in the Names of their Sons: Locknaut Nundee, the nominal Zemindar, is 
the of Cantoo Baboo, whom the Board intended by the above Defeription, 

As to the Charge of withholding from Nundcomar a Palakcen which he lays Claim to, I am 
afhamed to reply to io futile an Accufation. The Enclofurc, N” 2, delivered to me by Mudgclis 
Roy, the Vakeel of Rajah Shitabrdy, contains all that I know of this AlFair ; except that the Pala- 
kcen is in my PofTcflion, as I am told, for I have never fecn it. 

“ The Appointment of Munny Begum to the Management of the Nabob's Houfehold, and of 
Rajah (Joordafs, and the other Relations and Dependants of Nundcomar to the Dewanny and ftib- 
fidiary Offices of the Nizamiu and Behla, took Place in the Month of Augufi 1772. My Motives 
ihtjieic Arrangements have been already fully explained to you in the Minutes of thcCon)mittec of 
Circuit, and the General Letters of that Year, and in my Addrefs to your Secret Committee, dated 
the Firif September. 

I |. ^ I believe there is fcarce a Man in Bengal who docs not now commend my Choice of Munny 
"B^m for the Truft affigned her. I believe there were few to whom the Ddlinftion which was 
fhewn bju’^c on that Occafion 10 the Family of Nundcomar, did not afford Matter of much Afto- 
niffiment/^^ his Charafter was known to all, and my Opinion of it to all who knew me. 

“ You have been plcafcd to honour me with your Approbation of every Part of this Tranf- 
aftion. 

Foiled in all their repeated Attacks upon me, my Adverfaries have Recourfe to the Charge of 
Rapacity *, a Charge of all others the moil foreign from my Nature. I do not affert this on the 
^mpty Credit of Sclf-Prcfumption ^ neither my general Charaftcr, Circumftanccs, nor Conduft in 
Life, before my Appointment to this Government, are unknown to many of your Honourable Court*, 
and a flight Review of my Mcafurcs fince that Period, will manifeff how little they have been guided 
by an Attention to my private intcreft. 

I beg Leave in this Place to make one fliort Obfervation upon the Right claimed and exer- 
cifed by the Gentlemen of the Majority to examine Perfons before them on Oath, even in Accufa- 
tions againft the Parties thcmfclves. This you will find to have been [^radifed with Bricljoo 
Kiflbrc, in their Proceedings held after my Departure, on the 141)1 inltanr, in the Revenue Council 
Chamber*, and on the 17th inftant Sentence was formally pafled againft him by the fame Gentle- 
men, exprefsiy grounded on his Anfwers to the Queftions whi:h had been propolal to him. Thus 
to extort from a Man Evidence againft himfelf, is fo diredly contradiftory of the fundamental 
I'rinciples of Jufticc, that it requires no Comment. Several other Perfons all’o were examined by 
rhem on the 14th, and put to their Oaths j a Meafure which has an immediate dcndency to the 
Subverfion of Juftice, The Inhabitants of this Country, from the Nature of their F^ducation, from 
the Fonn of their own Government, and from the Timidity of their Difpofitions, are equally 
inc.i()able of bearing up againft the Frowns of Power, and of refifting ilic Allurements attendant 
upon it. Thus called before a fettled Majority, the Violence of whole Meafures has filled the 
Country with Alarm, they will naturally give Evidence as Nundcomar may have told them is 
expeded ^ and having once done fo, they are tied down to fiipport it, whether true or falle, when 
legally fummoned before the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

** I have the Honour to be, 

with the greatrft Refpefi, 

Honouiable >irs. 

Your moll faithful 

Fort William, and obedient humble Servant, 

the 25th March 1775. Wanen Haftings.'* (a) 


Read, 


Vide Appendix, CVI. 
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Rfid, from Book 10 already delivered in, the following Extraa of a General Letter 
from the Governor General and Council to the Court of Direftors, dated at Fort 
William* the 24th March 1775. 

Par. 16. “ On the nth inftant a Letter was delivered in to the Board from Maha Rajah Niind- 
comar, wherein he charges the Governor General with fundrjr Malverfations, in the Coiirlc of his 
Adminiftration as Prcfident of the late Government, and with having retcive\l fcveral Sums ot 
Money from Munny Begum, and from himfelf, for Favours beftowed on them througli his In- 
fluence. A Copy of this Charge was ordered to be delivered to the Governor General imme- 
diately. 

17. “ A few Days afterwards Rajah Nundcomar addrcired tlic Board for Permimon to appear 
before them to make good his Charge, which was objected to by the Governor and Mr. Barwcll. 
'I'he Debates on this Point will be feen at Length on the Comultations.'* It was rcfulved by the 
Majority that he (hould be called in, and on iliis Rclolution the Ciovefnor General declared he 
diflblved the Council, and withdrew -, Mr. Barwcll followed him , a Vote was then palTcd, tlut 
General Clavering fhould take the Chair. 

18. “ As we look upon this Point to be of tlie moft feriovis a id important CoDfeMWC 
intreat your moft attentive Pcrulal of the Debates upon it, and chat you would favwf .Ul 
your Dccifion as fpeedily as poftiblc on the Subjcdl. Where our Opinions are lb widc,^ 

Council fo nearly divided as to Number, we think it necdliny to adhere ftiiftly to tbe i 
laid down at firft for our General Letters to mention the Fads fimply, referring you altoglglh^l 
to the Confultaiions for the Arguments on eadi Side. 


“ For the more Certainty of conveying to you tlie Intelligence of this Tranf^lEllon, 


wel 


refofvcd to difpatch a Letter exprefs over Land on that Suhjed only, and requefting yOur 

upon it. , , 

20. “ On the Governor Gcncr.il’s withdrawing. Rajah Nundcomar' liras called io before.^ 
Three remaining Members, then conftituting the Board, and examined on the Suhjed of his Let|j 
He gave a pofitive Declaration as to the Sums which lie had himfelf paid to tbeQbvcroorr 
and gave in the Names of fcveral IVrlons, who, he laid, were privy to t)ic TranfiMSj^t n 
delivered in a Letter addrefled to him under tlie Seal of Munny B gltie, cxprc||l|{||iPe Cii 
flance of the Governor’s having received Two Lacks of Rupees from her. It thought 
fary to authenticate the Seal and Letter, by comparing them with others from the Cimc P ^ , 
in Prefence of the Perftan Tranflator and his Moonlhee, who declared the Seal t0^j||f^'*liat of 
Munny Begum. On this Evidence, the Board called on the Govcrnoijp refund t|i«jlltos he IwJ^ 
fo acquired; and pay them into the Company’s Calli. I'lie Secretary^Was accordingly ordc^Jp 
wait upon him with their Demand, to which the Governor, declining to aclMlBwlcdge the At^jpi^r 
of the Board then fitting, refuftd to give an Anlwer. 

21. “ It is fit to mention, that the Board had before fent the Secretary to wait on the Goverr^r .j 
General with their moft refpeftful Compliments, to .icquaint him that Nundcomar had witluiranyiKj 
and to requeft that he would return and relume the Chair j but to this the Governor General 

that having dilfolved the Council, he could not acknowledge the Gtfntltmen then fitting. iu that | 
Capacity, and that it was too late to fummon a new Council tor that Nighr. ' 

22. “ The Board had alio thought it neceiVary to require the Attendance of Cantoo Baboo, the 
Governor’s Banyan, who, as Nundcomar on his Examination informed the Board, had applied to 
him in the Nameot the Begum, for the Oiiginal, or a Cojiy of her l.ettci, in ortlei to alcertain 
that’ Fad; but Cantoo Baboo refufed to obey the Sununons, alled;.ing that the (Governor detained 
him and that he would attend when the Council fliouUl be complete. The Governor General has 
iince avowed his Orders to Cantoo Baboo not to obey t!w Summons, and Cantoo 15 1 boo, who lus 
fince appeared before the Board, has been deemed guilty of ga-at Indignity to their Authority, 
and it iVvet in Deliberation what l’iim(hment fiiall be inllidlcd on him lor the Contempt. 

« We hive lent a Copy of the whole Evidence delivered in by Nundcomar to our Attorncy 
.at Law, that he may take the Advice of Oninlel, m what Manner it will be moll ptoper to pro- 
ceed for the Recovery of the Sums I'pecilicd from t'.e ( 


joveinor General fur the Company’s Ulc. 
Sicned (at the ImkI) 

Warren Hail mgs 
J. Clavering, 

Geo. Monion, 

Kiclih Barwell, 

P. Francis.’* 

The M.fiiagcrs for the Commons Hated, That they ofTered the Letter laft icad as 
new Ground^o introduce the P.oceedings of the 13th of March 1775, after Mr. 
Haftings left tlic Council. 

The Houfe informed the Managers for the Commons, that the Letter earned t le 
Matter no further than before. 


9 
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Read, from Book 7, already delivered in> the following Extract of a Confultation 
of the 3d of April 1775, beginning at Page 1638 of the fame Book, 

Fort William, the 3d April 1775, 

secret Dfpf. ^ “ At a CounciU PrelVnt, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, (Governor General, Prefidentj 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfun, 

* Richard Barwell, 7 nr • 

^ 1 -l.ilip Francis, ’jEfqu.res. 

The next Day, being the 14th, the Council being afTembled in the Revenue Department, a 
like Motion with that of the preceding Day was made by General Clavering, that Bridjoo Kiflbre 
Roy and Roopnarain Chowdry, who was the principal Agent in the Accufation preferred by the 
Ranny of Uurdwan, fhould be called before the Board, for the like Purpofc of enquiring into 
thole Accufiiiions. 1 objefted in like Manner; and repeated my Propofition that a Committee 
fhould be formed for thrle Enquiries, but without Effcdt. 1 again declared the Meeting dilTolved, 
and Icit tlicm. Mr. Barwell did the fame. 

On the 17th a Council was fummoned at their Requeft, for fpccial Purpofes exprefled in their 
Requifirion. I met them. Mr. Barwell did not attend. 

“ Indead of proceeding to the Bufincfs for which they had been exprefsly afTcmbled, a Motion 
was iniiuediatelv made by General Clavering, and fupported by the other Members, that Cantoo 
Uabt (j and Kilh^n Chattije, my principal Servants, fhould be called before them, for the Pur- 
poles (»t qoeflioning them concerning a iuppofed Contempt fliewn to the Authority of the Board, 
in likving rctufrd t'^ obey the like Summons fent to them by the Majority in their preceding 
Meetings hekl alter my Declaration of their DifTolution, and of fupportiag the Authority of the 
Board. As I had Cau!e, from the Terms of the Motion, from the Violence of their former Pro- 
^iJ^d from their Rcfufal to give me the Affurance, which I demanded of them, of the 
perfonal Sifety of my Servants, if they appeared before them, to apprehend fome difgraccful 
Ikeatinenbof thele Men, which in the Eyes of the People of this Country would have been equal 
to the greafitlt Perfonal Indignity offered to myfelf, I, after repeated Remonftranccs, again pro- 
ceeded to the laft, but ineffedual Refourcc which was left me, and a third Time declared them 

diffolved.] ^ 

§ (“ How far I was Juftified in my Sufpicion of the Violence which might be intended to be of- 

** fered to the Perfon.s of my Servants, will bed appear from a Motion which was adbualljr made 
by General Clavering at the Public Council Boaid, on the 20th inftant, to inflidl a Pumfhment 
on my Servant Cantoo Baboo, to which none but the mcanelt of the People were ever fentenced, 

“ that he (hould be put into the common Stocks/') c 

Signed, at the End of the Minute, ^ 

Warren Mailings. 

“ And at the End of the Confultation, 

Warren Mailings, 

J. Clavering, 

Geo. Mon Ion, 

R. Barwell, 

P. Francis.*' (a) 

To prove that Mr. Haftings was not at any Time required to be prefent at the 
Enquiry into his Condudl: relative to the Receipt of Three Lacks and a Half of 
Rupees, but was left to his own Option to be prefent or not on that Occafion, 

Rend, from Book 210, already delivered in, the following Extraft of a Confultation 
of the /4th of March 1775, beginning at Page 1044 of the lame Book. 

“ Fort William, the 14th March 1775. 

“ At a Council ; Prefent, 

1 he Honourable Warieii Hallings, Governor General, Prefident ; 

Lieutenant General Claverim^, 

The Honourable Geo. Monfon, 

Richard Barwell, 1 . 

Philip Francis 

§ (“ General Clavering, 

General CU- “ I move th.it Roopnarain Chowdry may be called in v and that Bridjoo Kiffore, if he is not 
Oon"* * ** brought Face to Face in Council to produce the Ac- 


Rev. Dept, 
ruefday. 


(rt) Vide Appendix, N® C.XIV. 
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Wi ouier 


to Hilw;' tii# 


■ is put, th« 

0 Board i»fhenevc|lKho» 

'tfi a aolmitfcd Rannj 


« coutrt mentiorwd in the Ranny’s Letter of the icth inllatu 
“ N"'. 3, authenticated. ’ 

“ Governor GencraJ. — I beg Leave to remark before the Qim 
declared that ;he had the I’apcr now called for ready to be te 
required-, the Seleelion of the Paper N 3, from t!ie idt of the V 
“ appeals io me in the lame Light with the other Motions lately 
“ dignity on me; This being the Paper which i.s diredfly levelled ai 
“ to the Board to conduct: Lnquincs of this Kind m Commir'- 
« Effea.; and to infut on my icing p.cfent, can only ferveTl'l ■.ofe’iilZrS 
rendering iny Authorhy Hill weaker and more contemptible m **■ r- - ■ • 

“ they have already done it. I have already declared tliac i w 
“ your Judgement; I have aleady declared that I 


- c , , , • ,, '■'■•g^u'd you a'i j ‘allies in my 

“ thcrclorc unfit to be my Jmlgrsj and 1 now decl.ire that or, evt ' 

“ think proper to reduce me to fiuh a Neceincy, 1 will break up tkv^ 4 'cti 
“ proper to carry on any joint Proceeding, by an Authority nf 
« but I protcll againft it.”)§ 1 mult furtlter beg Le.ive to ,t^ ' 

the Qiieltion. I'he Ranny has delired that Uoopnarraiii Cl.owdi|&^!d^f. 
brought Fape to Fare before Council, and Ihe fav-s it will thru ^ 
his own Hand-writing. By this I niould underhand it to be her ' ' 

(hould be Ihewn to Bridjoo Kifforc for his rXcknowIcdgcmenC; ! 

Requeft of the Ranny a Propolition of his own as tlie I'lopofuio; 
neither exprcfl'cd or implkd in her Requelt. 

•“ ' he Account containing the fevcral Sum. hI-- 

given by Brinioo Kiflore to the Governor Mr. H.dtmgs, and to ihe Other Gcodemen ill CouudC 
as I undcrltand, that (riginal Account winch the Governoi Geneial deoranded the other Peyi'tndjE 
from winch the Englidi Account is a Franflation. it appears to me ablolutcly nccciDijfy for thflKij||M 
Governor General\ Honoii , that this .“Iccoiint may bo aiiihcntic.itcd in the moft cir|^ aiKl auflWi?^ 
tic Manner -, and ii it thall appc.ir, as I hope it will, that the Account is a fuppolUitioCni^e, ' 

purpolcly to calumniate ti’C Governor and the late Adminillration, I fholl be the firpfo pi'Ol-X^' 
that all the Perlons who may be jiroietl to have been the Authors of fuch a Forgery, piay rccellfo 
every Punilhment the Law can iriHict upon them. , ^ ll . 

“ Governor General— 1 am lorry to repe.u again, that the Ge|Br|l4b"» Uic GovrrnoiA' 

Qiicllion I repeatedly jnit in lb many Forms on Saturday. This canntC^ 'the Accoi^tdrrnancltftl j 
the Papers I demanded were many : ll this is amongit them, let iph^J.pioduced, Ijiltavc no Qb- "*'"'** 
jeetion to it i but this is not the Vkuilion before the Boaul. 'I hc^tilioii jg, W®hcr BritPtk 



•den) 1 opon.'ig a 

} Iclf, 1 have ajre; 
ll ”i| anfifaci 
)ii|i ml u king 
Ml’ fh : Isycs tf the 
'1 io iitbmi . my 




Ml lMAnci&‘< 

< 'piiiK'n. 

Mr Baivirell^i 


or Sj^irit of the Aft Opinluii 
cxill's in the ( Inir; I he 


Kilforc and Roopnarain Cliowtiry IIkiII be brought Face to Face to autheiuicatc the Act^Qlbits 02 
former. 

“ Mr. Francis begs Leave to put a Queftion ro the Board before Of ner.d Claveri^J QviellTbn Mr. iSWis’* 
is relblvcd on. — My Quc(li<jn i'-, Whether ilvs Boaid can legally be (in'Inlvcd or adjobrned by the 
Ible Authority of the Prcfidcnr, againft the Cunfent ot a lVl.,joriry of th.t Membcr^i pu ient ? Kh^ity\}f 

^ ^ Ou: ]Vciidc»it la sLllolvmjr tiu- t'oundl. 

“ Mr. Francis. — I think it cannot, 

Mr. Harwell. — It has ever been cuflomary and ufinl, and I find no rxprefs IntertiiLHion 
Ufages that have prevailed, either in the Co>]i[)any*s InlliuAion.s, or the 
of Parliament, i’he Power of allembling the Couiuil, I tonniv 
Power of breaking it up of couiTe, 1 unJciltand, relh in the lame biation. 1 cainKH polli ly l ip- 
pofe that any Canfe, but fuch a perlonal one as may compel the Governor, t!irou;^h Nctcllity, will 
induce him to adjourn the Board ; and, I tiiink, when any IulIi Caufe docs [prevail, the Bufini 1 ; and 
Intcreft to which our Attention fliould be directed, is dcparrekl Irom. I'he Lnd pi'o|joicd iioni 
our aflembling not being likely to be anfwered, thc(iovcrnor Geiur.d will (land lully .iC(|nitr('d tor 
adjourning the Board. 1 do not fpeak at all to the Powcis under which the Meinlxis ol' this 
Board act, nor will I be led to pafs any Opinion upon them. V. henever the Interelts ot the Ihiblic 
require my particular Attention, I Ihall communicate thole Points to the Knowledge of the 
Governor General, who will take Inch Mealurcs, with thr Concurrence of his Council, as he may 
think the Object merits. Without the Governor General’s Authority in a public Call lui my 
Attendance at the Board, it will be in my Option to partake or not in the CounciU of th'- 1 hue 
other Members. It is my Duty to communicate with them; but 1 lliall deem all luih Cf>rnmum- 
cations as irregular and unwarranted, and fhall thcrcfoie look upon them in a private Light, to be 
fubfequently introduced in a more regular Form. 

The Flonorable Mr. Monlbn. — I think the Governor-General may afiemble the Council as Mr. Mon(un\ 
often as he flaall think proper, but tiiat he mult do it twice a Week, or at the Kequifition of a 
Majority of the Members. I tlo not apprehend the Didblution of the Board to lx in the Governor 
General folcly; the (^cllion of Adjournment Ihould be firll pur, and it earned, that Meeting ii 
diflblvcd; for if the Authority of fummoning and difiblvmg the Council wis wirh the Govetnor- 
Gcncral only, his Power would be ablbluce and delpoiick, and the Means of conveying Infoima- 
tion to our Kmploycrs totally precluded. 

12 F “ General 


Opjiiiua. 



GeaerRi Clii- 

vering’i Opi- 
nion. 


Oovftnor 

Citncial'i 

0|»iniont 


§ 


r iiiiuis i 
rk. 
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“ Gcner. 1 l Clavering.— I agree with Colonel Monfon, for tlie -fteafons he has fo properly 

urged.] ^ . 1 . f, 1 • ri. • -i r ' 

T“ Cum inor-Gcncml.— I have already given my Opinion upon this Subjeft m my Anlwer to 

“ the (>iclbon propoled by Mr. Francis, and in the Minutes of the Board in the other Depart- 
“ niciit of Ycllerd ly, and repeat it now, that the Board have no Authority unlefs fummoned by 
“ niylUf, or when ilie Meetings of the Board arc formally diflblved by me. Arguments drawn 
“ from tlic I’ractite of other Aflcniblies cannot apply to this. In Inftanccs in which other AfTem- 
“ b'.ics are lummoned for Bufmefs by any of their own Body, it is in confequcnce of fome pofi- 
“ five l.aw or cftablilhed Ufage. No fuel) Law or Ufage has ever prevailed in this Government. 
“ A Majority of tlie Membcrs’of the Board have afferted a contrary Opinion •, but I conceive it to 
“ be t'fe'lcfs to collcdt Opinions on a Subjeft of this Kind, The Majority may continue to fit 
“ by their own Aucliority, as they did before the Opinions were collcfted ■, I will not fit with them, 
» noi acknowledge ihcir Proceedings to be legal. Oncp more, however, let me repeat the Pro- 
“ pofition which 1 have already made, that any Examinations which h.ivc my Conduct for their 
“■ Objeift, may be taken by a Committee of the Board. You may certainly obtain by this Means 
“ all tlic SatistaiUon which you can receive in a Meeting which I cannot acknowledge to be lawful, 
“ and at which I cannot be prefent. If you have the Honor of your Prefident at Heart, which you 
“ have repeatedly, and too repeatedly declared, at a Time in which you are wounding it in the 
“ molt elfential Manner, you will acqiiicfcc in this Propofition j if you rejeft it, the Court of 
“ Direftors, and thofe to whom thrlc Tranfadtions will be made known, may judge of your 
“ Motives,^*; § 

[“ Mr. Francis. — I think it very neceflTary that the Court of Dircdlors fliould be informed^ that 
no Member of this Board, to my Knowledge, has ever expreffed a Wi(h, that the Ciovernor- 
Gcncral fiiould be required to give his perfonal Attendance at the Board, in any Cale in which it 
would be pcrionally dil'agrceablc to himfclt to do fo. 

“ The (kner.d’s Quellion being read again, Mr. Francis agrees to it. 

_ i> Mr. Barwcll.— As the Governor has Objedtions to Bridjoo Kiflbrc and Roopnarain Chowdry 
b^g c-ailed before the Board, I think they ought not to be called ; I fee no particular Purpofe 
that It will anfwcr, as any Charges exhibited are in Writing, and the Party can reply to it in 
Writing. 4i&it is merely for the Purpofe of certifying a Paper, I think that Bridjoo KilTotc may be 
called lor to the Council Hotife, and the Secretary go to him in the adjoining Room, to alk him 
the fimplc Queltion, Whether the Paper is authentic ? 

The Honourable Mr. Mqnfon,! 




(ii v('inoi Gc- 
prr.il (iil't Ives 
ihe Council. 


“ General Claverin 
“ Governor-General,' 
Meeting of this Board, 
to be legal.] 


^ arc for the Queftion. 

1 arwagainft it. I think it my Duty to declare, that I diffolvc the 
If the Members continue to fit, 1 fliall not acknowledge their Proceedings 


(Signed at the End of the Confultation) 


J. Clavering, 
(ieo. Monfon, 

P. Francis.” (a) 


Then the Iloufc adjournal to the Chamber of Parliament. 


(<<) Vide Appctidi'i, N^CXV. 









